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Frank A. Anderson is an attorney in the Office of the Chief Counsel at the Pension Benefit Guar-
anty Corporation in Washington, D.C., where he specializes in cases at the intersection of ERISA 
and the Bankruptcy Code. He regularly represents the agency in corporate bankruptcy matters, 
transactions involving pension plan sponsors, and litigation in U.S. District Courts across the na-
tion. In addition to his bankruptcy work, Mr. Anderson advises PBGC on matters relating to the 
administration and regulation of pension plan terminations under Title IV of ERISA. He is a mem-
ber of the American Bankruptcy Institute and the District of Columbia Bar. Mr. Anderson received 
his B.A. cum laude in political science from the University of South Florida and his J.D. from the 
American University’s Washington College of Law, where he was a member of the Administrative 
Law Review.

Hon. Eddward P. Ballinger, Jr. is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Arizona in Phoenix, 
appointed in February 2013. Prior to his appointment, Judge Ballinger served as an Arizona Supe-
rior Court judge in a number of capacities, including associate presiding judge, presiding criminal 
judge and presiding juvenile judge. In 2000, the Arizona Supreme Court appointed Judge Ballinger 
to preside over both the Gila River Stream Adjudication and the Little Colorado River Adjudication, 
two of the largest lawsuits ever litigated in the state court system. He was a member of the Arizona 
Judicial College, serving as the dean during 2010-2011, and of Arizona’s Judicial Performance Re-
view Commission. Prior to his appointment to the bench, he was a partner in the law firm of Brown 
& Bain, P.A., where his practice focused on civil litigation and business reorganizations. He is a 
frequent speaker and author, and his most recent publications address the legal ramifications of the 
judge-created economic loss rule to civil litigation. Judge Ballinger received his J.D. and M.B.A. 
from Ohio State University in 1979 and his LL.M in taxation from New York University in 1981.

Hon. Martin R. Barash is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Central District of California in Wood-
land Hills, sworn in on March 26, 2015. He brings more than 20 years of legal experience to the 
bench. Prior to his appointment, Judge Barash had served as a partner at Klee, Tuchin, Bogdanoff & 
Stern LLP in Los Angeles since 2001, where he counseled and represented parties in complex busi-
ness reorganization cases, out-of-court restructurings, bankruptcy litigation matters and bankruptcy 
appeals. Following law school, he clerked for Judge Procter R. Hug, Jr. of the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Ninth Circuit from 1992-93. Judge Barash is a member of ABI’s Board of Directors and is an 
ex officio director of the Los Angeles Bankruptcy Forum. He has participated as a panelist for these 
and other legal education organizations, and has served as a guest lecturer at the UCLA School of 
Law and as an adjunct professor of business law at the California State University at Northridge. 
Judge Barash has been involved in the local legal community as a pro bono attorney with the Public 
Counsel Chapter 7 Reaffirmation Hearing Clinic, and is a volunteer judge for a course on negoti-
ating and confirming chapter 11 plans at the UCLA School of Law and with UCLA’s Mock Trial 
Competition. He currently serves as a director and president of the Junior Statesmen Foundation, a 
national, nonpartisan organization sponsoring civics education programs for high school students. 
Judge Barash received his A.B. magna cum laude in 1989 from Princeton University and his J.D. 
in 1992 from the UCLA School of Law, where he served as member, editor, business manager and 
symposium editor of the UCLA Law Review.

Theodore O. Bartholow, III is an attorney with Armstong Kellet Bartholow P.C. in Dallas, where 
he represents the firm’s bankruptcy clients in many bankruptcy and litigation matters, including 
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suits against debt collectors, mortgage companies and other lenders. He began his law career in 
New York City at the firm of London Fischer LLP, where he focused on complex insurance litiga-
tion matters, including issues related to the destruction of the World Trade Center on Sept.11, 2001. 
Mr. Bartholow received his J.D. from Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law in New York City, 
where he was executive editor of the Cardozo Journal of International and Comparative Law.

Stephen E. Berken is an attorney with Berken & Associates in Denver, where he focuses on con-
sumer bankruptcy law, debt workouts, asset protection, and mechanic’s lien and trust fund statutes. 
He handles cases involving chapter 7 and 13 defense and prosecution of bankruptcy adversary 
matters, state court litigation involving the Colorado Mechanic’s Lien statute, wills and estate plan-
ning, and foreclosure defense. Mr. Berken has lectured for various professional groups and is the 
Colorado state chair for the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys. He is also 
the founding member of the Colorado Consumer Bankruptcy Association and the founder of the 
Colorado Debtors’ Counsel Listserv. Mr. Berken is board certified in Consumer Bankruptcy Law 
by the American Board of Certification and is an advisory board co-chair of ABI’s Rocky Mountain 
Bankruptcy Conference. He is also the state chair for the CARE financial literacy program and 
regularly lectures high school students about the responsible use of credit. Mr. Berken received his 
B.A. cum laude in political science from the University of California in 1981 and his J.D. from the 
University of California-Hastings College of Law in 1984.

Martin J. Bienenstock is chair of Proskauer’s Business Solutions, Governance, Restructuring & 
Bankruptcy Group in New York. He also teaches governance and reorganization as the Bruce W. 
Nichols Lecturer in Law at Harvard Law School and the University of Michigan Law School. 
Currently, Mr. Bienenstock is leading the representation of the Government Development Bank of 
Puerto Rico and the statutory creditors’ committee in the Caesars Entertainment cases, as well as 
helping many corporations modify their governance to increase share value, protect officers and 
directors, and be prepared in advance for shareholder activists. The multidisciplinary underpinnings 
required to achieve those objectives are in his manuscript, “What More and Less Should Boards of 
Directors Do to Grow Share Value, to Avoid Distress, and to Protect Officers and Directors?” Mr. 
Bienenstock was retained by General Motors specifically to advise the board and to develop and 
prepare the nearly instantaneous creation and protection of New General Motors using § 363. In 
addition, for the last eight years the National Law Journal has ranked him as one of the “100 Most 
Influential Lawyers in America.” Mr. Bienenstock received his B.S. in 1974 from the University 
of Pennsylvania, Wharton School of Business and his J.D. from the University of Michigan Law 
School.

Edward C. Boltz is a member of the Law Offices of John T. Orcutt, P.C. in Durham, N.C., and has 
managed the firm’s Durham office since 1998. He represents clients in chapter 13 and 7 bankrupt-
cies, as well as in related consumer rights litigation, including fighting abusive mortgage practices. 
He is a member of the North Carolina State Bar, where he has been certified as a specialist in con-
sumer bankruptcy law, and he is admitted to practice before the U.S. Districts Courts in both the 
Eastern and Middle Districts of North Carolina. Mr. Boltz is the current president of the National 
Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys (NACBA) and previously served as its secretary, 
and he has been jointly responsible for directing the NACBA State Chair program. He has also 
served on the Bankruptcy Council for the North Carolina Bar Association and previously served 
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as the bankruptcy chair for the North Carolina Association of Trial Lawyers. Mr. Boltz received 
his B.A. from Washington University in St. Louis in 1993 and his J.D. from George Washington 
University in 1996.

Susan G. Boswell is a partner at Quarles & Brady LLP in Tucson, Ariz., and has more than 30 
years of experience in business reorganization. She has worked with various industries, including 
health care, hotels, transportation (including airlines), retail, numerous types of manufacturing, e-
commerce, financial institutions, asset-based lending (both accounts and equipment), equipment 
leasing and finance, agribusiness and real estate, and has expertise in representing creditors and 
debtors within these industries. She also has expertise in reorganizing nonprofit entities, with an 
emphasis on religious entities, and a significant emphasis of her practice over the last several years 
has involved real estate restructurings, state court enforcement proceedings and bankruptcy. Ms. 
Boswell is admitted to the Bars of Arizona and Nevada, and is admitted to practice before the U.S. 
District Courts for the Districts of Nevada and Arizona, as well as the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Ninth Circuit. She is a member of the Pima and Clark County Bar Associations, the Arizona Women 
Lawyers Association, the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation and 
ABI, and is a former chair of the American Bar Association’s Law Practice Management Section. 
She was also selected to serve a second term on the Ninth Circuit Court Council of the American 
College of Bankruptcy, where she screens and recommends nominees from the Ninth Circuit to be 
selected as Fellows. Ms. Boswell has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America for since 1987, the 
“Top 100 Lawyers in Arizona” by AZ Business Magazine in 2015, and in Southwest Super Lawyers 
in 2007. She is AV-Peer Review Rated by Martindale-Hubbell. Ms. Boswell received her B.A. from 
the University of Arizona in 1972 and her J.D. in 1976 from the University of Arizona James E. 
Rogers College of Law, which has since named her an “Outstanding Graduate.”

Jack Butler is an executive vice president with Hilco Global in Northbrook, Ill., where he advises 
healthy and distressed companies and their boards, management, owners, creditors and investors 
with respect to a broad range of asset valuation, monetization and strategic solutions and transac-
tions for which Hilco Global acts as advisor, agent, co-investor and/or principal. Previously, he 
was a partner with Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom, LLP in Chicago in its Corporate Re-
structuring and Corporate Governance group. Throughout his career, Mr. Butler has represented 
global businesses in hundreds of cross-border restructurings, financings and privatization transac-
tions, and has helped acquire and/or divest various business lines and entities. He has advised on 
restructuring solutions for such companies as Delphi Corp., Kmart Corp. and Xerox Corp. and on 
behalf of creditors, including most recently in American Airlines’ reorganization and merger with 
US Airways Group, Inc. A former ABI director, Mr. Butler founded INSOL’s Group of 36, is a past 
chairman and director of the American Board of Certification, is a founder and past chairman of the 
Turnaround Management Association, and is a past chairman of the Governing Board of the Com-
mercial Finance Association Education Foundation. He is also a Fellow in the American College 
of Bankruptcy and the International Insolvency Institute. Mr. Butler was the recipient of the first 
Chairman’s Award from the Turnaround Management Association in 2001 for his contributions to 
and standing in the corporate renewal industry. He is also a member of the M&A Advisors’ Hall of 
Fame and the Turnaround, Restructuring and Distressed Investing Industry Hall of Fame, as well 
as a recipient of the Ellis Island Medal of Honor, which is given to Americans who exemplify out-
standing qualities in both their personal and professional lives. He is admitted to practice in Illinois 
and Michigan before the U.S. Supreme Court, as well as before the Second, Sixth and Seventh Cir-



American Bankruptcy Institute

671

cuit Courts of Appeals. Mr. Butler received his A.B. magna cum laude from Princeton University 
in 1977 and his J.D. from Michigan University in 1980.

Vernon L. Calder, CPA, CIRA is a director with Berkeley Research Group, LLC in Salt Lake 
City and has more than 30 years of experience in public accounting specializing in tax services. 
For nearly 25 years, he has specialized in bankruptcy tax compliance and planning. Mr. Calder has 
provided a wide variety of tax services to clients throughout his career. His efforts have focused 
on special tax issues in corporate, partnership and individual bankruptcy, the formation of and tax 
compliance for liquidating trusts; the representation of taxpayers before federal and state taxing au-
thorities; tax consulting with regard to “change of ownership” issues; tax consulting and compliance 
for U.S. companies operating internationally; tax consulting and compliance for corporations with 
multi-state income using a “water’s edge” method; analysis of deductible ordinary and necessary 
business expenses; and supervising tax compliance for high technology companies. Mr. Calder’s 
clients have included companies ranging in size from $1 billion in annual sales to small develop-
ment companies in many industries such as computer and peripherals, software, semiconductors, 
life sciences, energy, hospitality, professional sports and automotive parts rebuilders. In addition, he 
has provided tax services to a variety of clients, including individuals, corporations, partnerships, 
decedent estates, trusts and bankruptcy estates. His services rendered include tax compliance, rep-
resentation before taxing authorities, bankruptcy court appearances, testifying as an expert witness, 
and tax consulting and planning. Mr. Calder received both his B.S. and his Master’s in accountancy/
taxation from Brigham Young University.

Hon. Kevin J. Carey is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Delaware in Wilmington, first 
appointed in 2005 and serving as Chief Judge from 2008-11. He previously served as a U.S. bank-
ruptcy judge for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, beginning in 2001. Judge Carey began his 
legal career clerking for Hon. Thomas M. Twardowski, then served as clerk of court for the Eastern 
District of Pennsylvania. He is a member of the Committee on Space and Facilities of the Judicial 
Conference of the U.S., and sits on the Third Circuit Judicial Council’s Facilities and Security Com-
mittee. He is also global chairman of the Turnaround Management Association, a member of ABI’s 
Board of Directors and a member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges. Judge Carey 
is a part-time adjunct professor at Temple University’s Beasley School of Law and St. John’s Uni-
versity’s LL.M. in Bankruptcy program, and is a contributing author to the Collier Forms Manual 
and Collier on Bankruptcy. He received his B.A. in 1976 from Pennsylvania State University and 
his J.D. in 1979 from Villanova University School of Law.

Maria Ellena Chavez-Ruark is a partner with Saul Ewing LLP in Baltimore and has a diverse 
debtor-creditor and commercial litigation practice, with extensive experience on both the front end 
of transactions (negotiating and documenting multifaceted financial and business relationships) and 
on the back end of transactions (litigating breach of contract, fraudulent transfer, successor liabil-
ity, directors and officers liability, conversion, chapter 11 business bankruptcy and other complex 
debtor-creditor disputes). Ms. Chavez-Ruark is president-elect of the Maryland Bankruptcy Bar 
Association, co-chairs its Pro Bono Committee is a member of its Local Rules Committee. She 
is also a member of ABI, for which she co-chairs its Mentoring Program, as well as secretary and 
a member of the board of directors for both the Chesapeake Chapter of the Turnaround Manage-
ment Association and the Greater Maryland Chapter of the International Women’s Insolvency and 
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Restructuring Confederation, a member of the board of directors for the Maryland Hispanic Cham-
ber of Commerce, and a member of the Hispanic National, Maryland Hispanic, Maryland State, 
Baltimore City and American Bar Associations, as well as the Business Bankruptcy Committee of 
the ABA’s Business Law Section. Ms. Chavez-Ruark received both her B.A. in accounting and her 
M.B.A. from Salisbury University and her J.D. from the University of Baltimore School of Law.

Steven Cimalore is a vice president at Wilington Trust in Wilmington, Del., in its Financial Ser-
vices Department.

David D. Cleary is chair of the Greenberg Traurig LLP’s Business Reorganization & Financial 
Restructuring Practice in Phoenix, where he focuses his practice on business restructuring and 
reorganizations, distressed-asset dispositions and financings, debt restructurings and workouts, 
and litigation. He regularly represents distressed companies, financial institutions, secured and sig-
nificant creditors, noteholders and bondholders, hotel/resort owner/operators, boards of directors, 
debtors, official and ad hoc committees, and insurance and surety portfolios. Mr. Cleary is a Master 
with the Arizona Inns of Court, past co-chair of the American Bar Association’s Litigation Section 
of its Bankruptcy and Insolvency Committee, past chair of the Chicago Bar Association’s Rules 
Sub-Committee of its Bankruptcy Committee, and past co-chair of ABI’s Asset Sales and Health 
Care Committees. He has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America each year since 2012 and 
in Southwest Super Lawyers since 2011, and was a member of the winning team for M&A Advi-
sor’s “Restructuring of the Year (Over $500mm to $1 Billion)” award in 2015 for the restructuring 
of FriendFinder Networks. He is also rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell. Mr. Cleary is 
admitted to practice in Arizona and Illinois, before the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the Ninth and 
Seventh Circuits, and before the U.S. District Courts for the District of Arizona and the Northern 
District of Illinois. He received his B.A. cum laude from Arizona State University in 1984 and his 
J.D. with honors from DePaul University College of Law in 1987, where he was an article and note 
editor for the DePaul Law Review.

Carol Ann Colliersmith is an attorney with Colliersmith & Associates, P.C. in Marietta, Ga., and 
has practiced exclusively consumer bankruptcy law since 2001. She is the past president of the 
Metro Atlanta Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys Group and is the current state co-chair for Georgia 
for the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys. She is also a member of the Bank-
ruptcy Section of the Georgia Bar and Atlanta Bar Associations, as well as ABI. Ms. Colliersmith 
has participated in many panel presentations for various bankruptcy practice seminars. She received 
her J.D. from the University of Florida in 1985.

Hon. Daniel P. Collins is Chief Bankruptcy Judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District 
of Arizona in Phoenix, appointed as bankruptcy judge on Jan. 18, 2013. Previously, he was a share-
holder with the law firm of Collins, May, Potenza, Baran & Gillespie, P.C., in downtown Phoenix, 
practicing primarily in the areas of bankruptcy, commercial litigation and commercial transactions. 
Judge Collins served on the State Bar of Arizona’s Subcommittee on the Uniform Fraudulent Trans-
fer Act. He also chaired the Bankruptcy Section of the State of Arizona from 1995-96 and was a 
lawyer representative to the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. Judge Collins is a frequent speaker on 
such topics as professionalism and civility, fraudulent transfers, discharge litigation, trial practice, 
reaffirmation agreements, the intersection of bankruptcy and marital dissolution, receiverships, 
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bankruptcy sales, bankruptcy claims classification, trustee representation, pensions in bankruptcy, 
bankruptcy appeals and debtor/ creditor law. He is a member of ABI, the National Association of 
Bankruptcy Trustees, the State Bar of Arizona and the Maricopa County Bar Association, and he 
currently serves on the board of the Federal Bar Association’s Phoenix Chapter. He is also member 
of the University of Arizona Law School Board of Visitors and was one of the founders of the Ari-
zona Bankruptcy American Inns of Court, and he has served for more than 20 years on the Ameri-
can Arbitration Association’s Commercial Panel. Judge Collins received both his B.S. in finance 
and accounting in 1980 and his J.D. in 1983 from the University of Arizona.

Douglas E. Deutsch is a partner with Chadbourne & Parke LLP in New York in the firm’s bank-
ruptcy and financial restructuring department, where his practice focuses primarily on creditor and 
committee work. He is a regular speaker and writer on bankruptcy law topics and is recommended 
for corporate restructuring in The Legal 500. Mr. Deutsch currently serves as ABI’s Vice President-
Education. He previously co-chaired the ABI/FCBA Conference, the ABI/Bloomberg Distressed 
Lending Conference and ABI’s Mid-Level Professional Development Program. Mr. Deutsch re-
ceived his B.S. from Drew University and his J.D. from St. John’s University School of Law, where 
he was editor-in-chief of the ABI Law Review. After graduation, he clerked for the Western District 
of Texas and then worked as an associate at a Texas law firm. He subsequently returned to St. John’s 
to obtain his LL.M. and was awarded the first American Bankruptcy Institute Scholarship.

Hon. Mary Grace Diehl is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Georgia in Atlan-
ta, appointed in February 2004. Prior to taking the bench, she was a partner in the litigation section 
of Troutman Sanders LLP and chaired its Bankruptcy Practice Group. During her years in private 
practice, she was consistently named in The Best Lawyers in America and Chambers US: America’s 
Leading Business Lawyers. Judge Diehl is president of the National Conference of Bankruptcy 
Judges, and serves on the Boards of Directors of ABI and the Turnaround Management Association. 
She is also a Fellow and vice president of the American College of Bankruptcy and a former presi-
dent of the Southeastern Bankruptcy Law Institute. Judge Diehl received the Woman of the Year in 
Restructuring Award in 2008 from IWIRC (International Women in Restructuring Confederation) 
and is a regular speaker at CLE programs. She served as a trustee of Canisius College from 2008-
14 and has been an adjunct professor of law at Emory Law School. Judge Diehl received her B.A. 
summa cum laude from Canisius College in Buffalo, N.Y., and her J.D. cum laude from Harvard 
Law School.

Hon. Dennis R. Dow is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Missouri in Kansas 
City, appointed on Nov. 10, 2003, by the Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals. Prior to taking the bench, 
he was a partner with the firm of Shook, Hardy & Bacon LLP, where he represented trustees in 
chapter 7 cases involving significant assets, individual and corporate debtors in proceedings under 
chapters 7 and 11, and secured, unsecured and priority creditors and lessors in chapter 7, 11, 12 and 
13 cases, and had been listed in The Best Lawyers in America in the area of bankruptcy law every 
year since 1995. He also tried numerous adversary proceedings and contested matters, including 
preference actions, objections to discharge, dischargeability complaints and objections to confirma-
tion of chapter 11 plans. Judge Dow is a pro tem member of the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel. He 
also serves on the Judicial Conference Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy Rules and chairs its 
subcommittee on forms. Judge Dow is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, inducted in 
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March 2013, and was selected in November 2014 to become a conferee of the National Bankruptcy 
Conference. He is also chairs the Bankruptcy Judge Education Advisory Committee of the Federal 
Judicial Center and is a member of the faculty of the Advanced Consumer Bankruptcy Practice 
Institute. Judge Dow is a member of the Missouri and Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Associations, 
and serves as ABI’s Secretary. He received his B.A. with honors from the University of Wyoming 
and his J.D. from Washburn University School of Law, where he was notes editor of the Washburn 
Law Journal.

David M. Dunn is a member of the distressed investments team at Arrowgrass Capital Partners 
LLP in New York. Since joining Arrowgrass in 2010, he has worked on multiple investments across 
a broad range of industries, including complex transactions in the power and monoline insurance 
sectors. He has also served on a number of ad hoc committees in relation to associated restructur-
ings. Previously, Mr. Dunn was a restructuring attorney at both Akin Gump and Sidley Austin. He 
received his B.S. from Southern Illinois University and his J.D. from St. John’s University School 
of Law.

Ramona D. Elliott is general counsel and deputy director for the U.S. Department of Justice’s 
Executive Office for U.S. Trustees in Washington, D.C., where she is responsible for formulat-
ing the U.S. Trustee Program’s national legal policies and strategies before bankruptcy courts and 
through the appellate process, implementing program legal priorities and resolving significant legal 
issues. She leads the USTP’s efforts to enforce the management accountability provisions of the 
Bankruptcy Code in chapter 11 cases, including the development and implementation of guidelines 
governing the review of attorneys’ fees in mega cases. Ms. Elliott also directs the USTP’s national 
consumer protection legal activities, including as a member of the intergovernmental team respon-
sible for negotiating the historic national mortgage settlement reached in 2012 among the Depart-
ment of Justice, the Department of Housing and Urban Development, 49 states and the nation’s five 
largest mortgage servicers that addressed mortgage servicing, foreclosure and bankruptcy abuses. 
In directing the USTP’s appellate practice, she and her staff are involved in 120 appeals annually 
to advance consistency and uniformity in the interpretation and application of bankruptcy law, and 
she has worked with the Department’s Office of the Solicitor General in more than two dozen cases 
before the Supreme Court since 2008. She has also served as counsel for Bankruptcy and Redress 
for the Federal Trade Commission’s Bureau of Consumer Protection and, prior to entering public 
service, was an associate at Whiteford, Taylor & Preston in Baltimore, where she concentrated her 
practice in the areas of bankruptcy reorganizations and workouts. In 2011, Ms. Elliott received the 
Attorney General’s Award for Distinguished Service. She received her J.D. from Emory University 
School of Law, where she served as the recent-developments editor of the Bankruptcy Develop-
ments Journal.

Ford Elsaesser is a senior partner with Elsaesser Jarzabek Anderson Elliott & Macdonald, Chtd. 
in Sandpoint, Idaho, where he primarily practices in bankruptcy, commercial and corporate law, 
and serves as a chapter 7 trustee, chapter 12 trustee and receiver. He is a former ABI president and 
chairman and was one of the originators of Bankruptcy Law for State Court Trial Judges, a suc-
cessful ABI program. Mr. Elsaesser has been involved in five cases involving Catholic dioceses and 
religious orders. He serves as an adjunct professor in the LL.M. in Bankruptcy program at St. John’s 
University School of Law, and teaches bankruptcy, advanced bankruptcy and federal courts at the 
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University of Idaho College of Law. He successfully argued against the practice of routine vacatur 
of decisions made pending appeal in the U.S. Supreme Court case of U.S. Bancorp Mortgage Co. 
v. Bonner Mall Partnership, No. 93-714, in November 1994. Mr. Elsaesser is a Fellow of the sixth 
class of the American College of Bankruptcy. He received his B.A. from Goddard College and his 
J.D. from the University of Idaho Law School in 1977.

Richard W. Engel, Jr. is a partner in Armstrong Teasdale LLP’s Financial and Real Estate Services 
practice group in St. Louis, where he handles banking, bankruptcy, reorganization, restructuring and 
real estate matters. In his practice, he has represented the interests of local, regional, national and 
international corporations and financial institutions in all aspects of corporate and financial counsel-
ing. Mr. Engel represents the interests of corporate borrowers, debtors, trade creditors and financial 
institutions in all aspects of debtor/creditor relations. His representations include negotiating and 
documenting capital and debt structures, loan workouts, and asset acquisitions and divestitures. 
In addition, he has represented both corporate debtors and creditors in all aspects of bankruptcy 
proceedings, including lead counsel representation of debtors in possession, lenders and creditors’ 
committees. Mr. Engel has represented significant creditors and indenture trustees in some of the 
largest bankruptcies in the country, including Enron, K-Mart, Trans World Airlines, Jones Truck 
Lines, National Steel, Bridge Information Systems, Wehrenberg Theaters, Delta Airlines and So-
lutia Inc. He also represents the interests of several corporations on virtually all aspects of their 
corporate existence, in many cases serving as outside general counsel or counsel to the general 
counsel, including to law firms and partners within law firms. Mr. Engel is admitted to practice in 
Missouri and Illinois. He received his B.S.B.A. in 1983 from Saint Louis University and his J.D. in 
1987 from the University of Missouri School of Law.

Richard Engman is with Mason Capital Management LLC in New York. Previously, he was a 
partner with Jones Day, and associate with White & Case and Skadden Arps, and clerked for Hon. 
Leif M. Clark. Mr. Engman received his B.A. in economics from Colorado State University in 1991 
and his J.D. from Rutgers University School of Law in 1995.

Hon. Michael A. Fagone is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Maine in Portland, ap-
pointed in April 2015. Previously, he was a member of Bernstein Shur’s Business Restructuring 
and Insolvency Practice Group in Portland, where he specialized in bankruptcy and insolvency law. 
While practicing law, he was recognized in The Best Lawyers in America and by Chambers USA 
as one of the top bankruptcy lawyers in Maine. Judge Fagone is Board Certified in Business Bank-
ruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification and serves on ABI’s Board of Directors. He 
received his B.A. from Amherst College in 1993 and his J.D. summa cum laude from the University 
of Maine School of Law in 1997.

Robert M. Fishman is a member of the Chicago law firm of Shaw Fishman Glantz & Towbin LLC, 
where his practice is concentrated in debtor/creditor, bankruptcy and insolvency matters. He has 
also served as a mediator in numerous bankruptcy/insolvency disputes. Mr. Fishman is a past ABI 
president and chairman and a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy. He has been a regular 
faculty member of the faculty of the ABI/St. John’s University Law School Bankruptcy Mediation 
Training Program. Mr. Fishman served as the fee examiner in the City of Detroit’s chapter 9 case 
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from 2013-15. He received his B.A. in 1976 from the University of Illinois, Champaign/Urbana and 
his J.D. in 1979 from George Washington University.

Carol L. Fox, CPA, CIRA, CFA is a senior managing director with GlassRatner Advisory & 
Capital Group LLC in Miami and has more than 28 years of private and public accounting experi-
ence. Prior to joining GlassRatner in 2011, she was a partner at Kapila & Company, where she fo-
cused on forensic accounting, litigation support and bankruptcy. For more than 13 years, Ms. Fox’s 
practice has focused on providing forensic and investigative services to debtors, creditors, federal 
bankruptcy trustees and examiners, creditors’ committees, court-appointed assignees, the Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission, the Department of Justice and financial institutions. Her areas of 
expertise include providing litigation consulting and expert witness services, insolvency analyses, 
asset-tracing and Ponzi investigations in the areas of hedge and investment funds, real estate and 
commodities trading. She has also provided extensive restructuring and bankruptcy-related services 
for distressed situations involving real estate, health care, telecommunications, hospitality, invest-
ment funds, agriculture and retail operations. Ms. Fox has served as a receiver in state court matters 
and as a fiduciary in bankruptcy court matters, and has led auditing, accounting and investigative 
engagements for nonprofits, municipalities, life settlement companies and providers of professional 
services. She has also addressed numerous professional organizations on issues relating to bank-
ruptcy, forensic accounting and distressed real estate, and authored “Nonprofits in Bankruptcy: Is 
Chapter 11 a Fresh Start or the Finale?,” published in the 2015 edition of the Bankruptcy Bar As-
sociation Journal for the Southern District of Florida. Ms. Fox received her B.S. in accounting from 
the University of Florida.

Susan M. Freeman is a partner at Lewis Roca Rothgerber LLP in Phoenix. A Fellow and secretary 
of the American College of Bankruptcy, she is vice-chair of the American Bar Association’s Busi-
ness Bankruptcy Committee, and previously chaired several subcommittees. Ms. Freeman has been 
a certified specialist in bankruptcy law since 1985. She is a frequent author and lecturer, including 
authoring Chapter 172 of Norton Bankruptcy Law & Practice on “Professional Responsibility in 
Bankruptcy Cases” and “Are DIP and Committee Counsel Fiduciaries for Their Clients’ Constitu-
ents or the Bankruptcy Estate? What is a Fiduciary, Anyway?” In addition to her business bank-
ruptcy law practice, Ms. Freeman is an appellate lawyer and has briefed more than 300 civil appeals 
and argued approximately 100, including many bankruptcy appeals. Ms. Freeman is a Fellow and 
treasurer of the American Academy of Appellate Lawyers, has taught at the National Appellate 
Practice Institute and Arizona counterparts, and is the co-author of the civil appeals chapter of the 
Arizona Appellate Handbook. She has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America since 1989 and in 
Southwest Super Lawyers as one of the “Top 50 Lawyers in Arizona.” Ms. Freeman was co-counsel 
for several law professors on amicus curiae briefs in Tennessee Student Assistance Corp. v. Hood, 
541 U.S. 440 (2004), and Central Virginia Community College v. Katz, 126 S. Ct. 990, 1004 (2006), 
and she briefed and argued Hall v. United States of America, 132 S. Ct. 1882 (2012). She received 
her B.A. with distinction from Mount Holyoke College and her J.D. from New York University 
School of Law in 1975, where she was a Root-Tilden Scholar.

Hon. Scott H. Gan is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Arizona in Tucson, appointed on 
Sept. 11, 2014. Prior to his appointment to the bench, he had been a shareholder and partner since 
1993 with the law firm of Mesch, Clark & Rothschild, P.C., where he was a chair of the firm’s Ap-
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pellate Practice Section and a member of the firm’s Bankruptcy Section. He joined the firm as an 
associate in 1986. Judge Gan began his legal career as an attorney with the Pima County (Arizona) 
Office of the Public Defender, then briefly joined a firm that represented claimants before the Social 
Security Administration and the Arizona Industrial Commission. He received his B.A. from the 
University of Arizona in 1977 and his J.D. from the UA James E. Rogers College of Law in 1980.

Bryan M. Gaston, CPA, CTP is a managing director with Conway MacKenzie in Houston and 
has provided restructuring, turnaround and interim-management services to such companies as Mo-
tors Liquidation Co., LyondellBasell Industries, The Pacific Lumber Co. and Winn-Dixie Stores, as 
well as advised private and public secondary schools and independent school districts. He has also 
held positions as chief financial officer and chief operating officer, and has provided a full range 
of crisis-management services to underperforming companies, including debtor advisory, litigation 
support, and debt restructuring and refinancing. Previously, Mr. Gaston worked with AlixPartners 
in Dallas and served as chief operating officer to Buccaneer Energy, a publicly held E&P company 
with assets in the Cook Inlet and Kenai areas of Alaska. His oilfield services credentials include 
out-of-court matters currently advising the senior secured lender to a confidential oil tool rental 
business, as well as previously advising the senior secured lender to a distribution company that 
provides chemicals to oilfield service companies involved in hydraulic fracturing. In other recent 
non-energy matters, Mr. Gaston advised a private-label bottled water manufacturer in an out-of-
court matter, and he has held professional roles within the assurance services practice of KPMG and 
valuation and capital market roles with Merrill Lynch. Mr. Gaston is a FINRA Series 79 Investment 
Banker License holder. He is a member of the Turnaround Management Association (TMA) and a 
board member of its Houston chapter. Mr. Gaston received his M.S. and B.B.A. from Texas A&M 
University and his M.B.A. from Northwestern University’s Kellogg School of Management.

Hon. Robert E. Gerber is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of New York in New 
York, appointed in 2000 and reappointed in 2014. He assumed recall status in January 2015. Since 
his appointment to the bench, Judge Gerber has presided over a wide variety of chapter 11, chapter 
7, chapter 15, § 304 and SIPA cases, including PSINet, Ames Department Stores, Global Crossing, 
Adelphia, ABIZ, Basis Yield Alpha Fund, Lyondell Chemical, BearingPoint, DBSD North America, 
Chemtura, Pinnacle Airlines, Houghton-Mifflin Harcourt and General Motors. He has presided 
over more than 20 cases with over $100 million in debt, including 10 with over $1 billion in debt. 
Judge Gerber has published nearly 200 opinions, principally in the business bankruptcy and corpo-
rate governance areas. Prior to taking the bench, he practiced with the firm of Fried, Frank, Harris, 
Shriver & Jacobson in New York City, specializing in securities and commercial litigation and, 
thereafter, bankruptcy litigation and counseling. He is a contributing author to Collier on Bank-
ruptcy, a Fellow in and director of the American College of Bankruptcy, and has been named as one 
of the nation’s outstanding bankruptcy judges six times. Judge Gerber earned his B.S. with high 
honors in industrial engineering from Rutgers University in 1967 and his J.D. magna cum laude 
from Columbia Law School in 1970, where he was a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar and a James Kent 
Scholar.

John C. Goodchild, III is a partner with Morgan Lewis & Bockius LLP in Philadelphia, where 
his commercial litigation practice focuses on bankruptcy and distressed situations, mortgage and 
securitization litigation, and real estate disputes. He defends clients in actions brought by receiv-
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ers, liquidators and bankruptcy trustees, and has counseled trustees, debtors, official committees 
and creditors in U.S. and international bankruptcy and insolvency cases. His practice extends to 
commercial contract, credit, real estate and real estate valuation disputes. Mr. Goodchild is co-
founder and lead coordinator of Morgan Lewis’s Trial Academy, an intensive week-long trial train-
ing program for the firm’s most senior associates. As an adjunct faculty member of the Villanova 
University School of Law, he also teaches a course on “Computer Applications in Litigation.” Mr. 
Goodchild is a member of ABI and the American, Pennsylvania and New Jersey Bar Associations 
and is admitted to practice in New Jersey and Pennsylvania, before the U.S. Courts of Appeals for 
the Second, Third, Fourth and Sixth Circuits, and the before the U.S. Supreme Court. He has also 
been listed in Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for Business each year since 2009. Mr. 
Goodchild received his A.B. from Dartmouth College in 1991 and his J.D. in 1994 from the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania Law School.

Hon. John T. Gregg is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Michigan in Grand 
Rapids, appointed on July 17, 2014. Previously, he was a partner with the law firm of Barnes & 
Thornburg LLP, where he focused on corporate restructuring, bankruptcy and other insolvency mat-
ters. Judge Gregg is a frequent writer and speaker on bankruptcy and other commercial issues. He 
has written and co-edited numerous treatises and articles for various publications, including Collier 
Guide to Chapter 11, published by LexisNexis; Strategies for Secured Creditors in Workouts and 
Foreclosures, published by ALI-ABA; Issues for Suppliers and Customers of Financially Troubled 
Auto Suppliers and Interrupted! Understanding Bankruptcy’s Effects on Manufacturing Supply 
Chains, both published by ABI; Michigan Security Interests in Personal Property, published by the 
Institute for Continuing Legal Education; Handling Consumer and Small Business Bankruptcies in 
Michigan, published by the Institute for Continuing Legal Education; and Receiverships in Michi-
gan, published by the Institute for Continuing Legal Education. Judge Gregg earned his B.A. in 
1996 from the University of Michigan and his J.D. in 2002 from DePaul University College of Law.

Pamela J. Griffith is an Assistant U.S. Trustee with the Office of the U.S. Trustee in Portland, Ore.

Karim Guirguis is chief information officer of the American Bankruptcy Institute in Alexandria, 
Va., and oversees its Interactive Media and Technology Department, which is responsible for ABI’s 
website, videos, podcasts, distance learning programs and multi-media production. He joined the 
ABI staff in 2002 after several positions in Web site design and computer animation, most recently 
with MGM Studios/Disney in Florida. Mr. Guirguis’s work has earned several awards from his 
peers, including the prestigious Horizon Award for ABI’s video honoring its founders, as well as the 
Webby Award for his work with Tiffany Inc. He is a regular presenter on cutting-edge technology 
issues for professional educators such as the American Society of Association Executives, where 
he serves on its technology board. Mr. Guirguis received his Master’s in multimedia and animation 
from George Mason University and his B.S. in electrical engineering from Cambridge University 
in England.

Elizabeth L. Gunn is an Assistant Attorney General in the Virginia Office of the Attorney General 
in Richmond, Va., where she serves as the bankruptcy specialist for the Department of Child Sup-
port Enforcement. Previously, she practiced with the office of Sands Anderson PC, where she was 
a member of its Business group and focused on representing closely-held businesses, their owners, 
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executives, and individuals in complex financial situations. She regularly represented chapter 11 
debtors, complex individual debtors, chapter 7 trustees, official committees and creditors in and out 
of bankruptcy court. Ms. Gunn is the newsletter editor for ABI’s Consumer Bankruptcy Committee 
eNewsletter and an ABI VOLO editor of circuit court opinions. She had been listed as a Virginia 
Super Lawyer “Rising Star in Bankruptcy & Creditor/Debtor Rights” from 2012-15 and a Virginia 
Business Legal Elite “Younger Lawyer” from 2014-15. Ms. Gunn received her B.A. cum laude 
from Willamette University and her J.D. cum laude from Boston College Law School.

Kurt F. Gwynne is a partner with Reed Smith LLP in Wilmington, Del., and a member of its Finan-
cial Industry Group, for which he practices in the areas of commercial restructuring and bankruptcy. 
He is the managing partner of the Wilmington office and the head of the firm’s Wilmington bank-
ruptcy group. Mr. Gwynne’s practice focuses on the representation of creditors’ committees, sup-
pliers, indenture trustees and other parties in chapter 11 cases. He has represented publicly traded 
debtors, been appointed chapter 11 trustee in several cases and served as a court-appointed exam-
iner. In 2010, Mr. Gwynne was selected as one of the “10 Most Admired Bankruptcy Attorneys” in 
the U.S. by Law360. He is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, and has been listed in 
both Chambers USA and in Delaware Super Lawyers. Mr. Gwynne received his B.A. summa cum 
laude in political science, with a minor in business administration, from the University of Central 
Florida in 1988 and his J.D. in 1992 from the University of Pennsylvania Law School, where he 
was a senior editor of the Journal of International Business Law and a winner of Penn’s Edwin R. 
Keedy Cup Moot Court Competition. Following law school, he clerked for Hon. Bruce Fox of the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania.

Jennifer C. Hagle is a partner with Sidley Austin LLP in Los Angeles and has more than 25 years 
of experience representing clients in bankruptcy and out-of-court restructurings. She is regularly 
recognized for her knowledge as a bankruptcy and restructuring lawyer and her ability to develop 
creative exit strategies, drive consensus and achieve better-than-expected results efficiently and 
effectively. Ms. Hagle’s practice principally focuses on representing holders of senior secured, 
mezzanine and subordinated debt in both public and private middle-market and large-cap deals. 
Her clients include banks, hedge funds and other financial institutions in a wide range of industries, 
including aviation, media, clean energy (ethanol and biofuels), technology, internet gaming, retail 
and restaurants, technology, health care, hospitality, real estate and for-profit higher education. In 
2014, Ms. Hagle was named a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy for the class of 2015. 
She is listed in the 2008-15 editions of Chambers USA, in the Los Angeles Daily Journal’s 2014 list 
of “100 Leading Women Lawyers in California,” in The Best Lawyers in America for 2013-16) and 
in Southern California Super Lawyers for 2012-15. In 2014, she received the award for “Mentor-
ing: Private Practice Lawyer of the Year” from Chambers USA Women in Law and an “Innovator” 
award from ALM’s The Recorder for her “mentor[ing] of female attorneys on social media use, 
co-authoring papers and developing the building blocks of their practices.” Ms. Hagle received her 
B.A. from UCLA in 1983 and her J.D. from the University of California, Hastings College of Law 
in 1987.

Hon. Bruce A. Harwood is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of New Hampshire in 
Manchester, first appointed in March 2013. Prior to his appointment, he chaired the Bankruptcy, 
Insolvency and Creditors’ Rights Group at Sheehan Phinney Bass + Green in Manchester, N.H., 
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representing business debtors, asset-purchasers, secured and unsecured creditors, creditors’ com-
mittees, trustees in bankruptcy, and insurance and banking regulators in connection with the reha-
bilitation and liquidation of insolvent insurers and trust companies. He was a chapter also 7 panel 
trustee in the District of New Hampshire and mediated disputes arising in debtor/creditor relations. 
Judge Harwood was program co-chair of ABI’s Northeast Bankruptcy Conference for four years, 
served on ABI’s Board of Directors (Communication, Information and Technology Committee) 
and was Northeast Regional Chair of the ABI Endowment Fund’s Development Committee. He is a 
Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and was consistently recognized in the bankruptcy 
law section of The Best Lawyers in America for more than 10 years and in New England Super 
Lawyers, as well as in Chambers USA with a “Band 1” ranking in the field of corporate/commercial 
bankruptcy. Judge Harwood received his B.A. from Northwestern University and his J.D. from 
Washington University School of Law.

Prof. Susan E. Hauser is a professor of law at North Carolina Central University School of Law 
in Durham, N.C. She is a frequent presenter on the treatment of student loan debt in bankruptcy,  
and publishes on student loan debt, predatory lending, bankruptcy procedure, and the intersection 
of constitutional law and bankruptcy law. Prof. Hauser co-authored ABI’s Graduating with Debt: 
Student Loans Under the Bankruptcy Code (2013), and in October 2012, Prof. Hauser was awarded 
the American Bankruptcy Law Journal Editors’ Prize; she is currently a member of its editorial 
advisory board. In the fall of 2012, Prof. Hauser served as an ABI Robert M. Zinman Resident 
Scholar. She has also been named an American Bankruptcy Law Journal Fellow, received the Uni-
versity of North Carolina Board of Governors’ Award for Excellence in Teaching in 2013, and was 
named Professor of the Year by her students in 2008 and 2011. Prof. Hauser is a member of the 
North Carolina State Bar and is admitted to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court, as well as the 
U.S. District Courts for the Eastern, Middle and Western Districts of North Carolina. She clerked 
for U.S. Bankruptcy Judge J. Rich Leonard and U.S. District Judge W. Earl Britt. Prof. Hauser re-
ceived her undergraduate degree from Wake Forest University and her J.D. from the University of 
North Carolina School of Law.

S. Gregory Hays, CTP, CIRA is managing principal of Hays Financial Consulting, LLC in Atlanta 
and a court-appointed fiduciary and forensic accountant that specializes in recovering funds from 
insolvent companies and investment offerings. He has 35 years of financial experience, including 
25 years managing bankruptcy and receivership cases and investigating fraudulent activity. He 
manages a firm of corporate financial consultants that specializes in turnarounds, workouts, asset 
recovery, forensic accounting, litigation support and interim management. Mr. Hays is routinely 
appointed by federal and state courts as a receiver or bankruptcy trustee to manage businesses in 
order to maximize recovery for creditors. He has been appointed as a fiduciary by courts in seven 
states. Mr. Hays is an expert in Ponzi schemes and receiverships, and has been quoted in many 
articles in national publications. The TV show “American Greed” featured a story on the Al Parish 
Ponzi scheme, for which he served as receiver. Other cases in which he has served as a fiduciary 
have been the subject of such TV broadcasts as CNN’s “Anderson Cooper,” “CBS Evening News” 
and local news programs. Mr. Hays has spoken on bankruptcy, receiver and fraud issues at confer-
ences sponsored by the ABI, ACFE, AIRA, IAAR, INSOL, NABT, NACM, NAFER, NCBJ, TMA 
and other professional organizations. He serves on the board of directors for both the Association 
of Insolvency & Restructuring Advisors and the National Association of Federal Equity Receivers. 
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Mr. Hays received his B.B.A. from Stetson University in 1979 and his M.B.A. from Georgia State 
University in 1981.

Alan D. Holtz, CPA, CIRA has been a managing director in AlixPartners LLP’s Turnaround and 
Restructuring Services group in New York since 2006, where he primarily focuses on companies 
under $1 billion and co-leads the group’s Transformation and Restructuring Advisory practice. 
For the past 25 years, he has advised on all aspects of the financial restructuring process, includ-
ing bankruptcy planning, business planning and analysis, cash management, operational improve-
ment, creditor information management, valuation, and the structuring and negotiation of plans of 
reorganization. He has provided these services to companies and their management and directors, 
and also to financial institutions and creditors’ committees, across a wide variety of industries. Mr. 
Holtz has been involved in dozens of major restructurings and out-of-court workouts. His recent 
clients include the official creditors’ committees of Residential Capital and of (Chicago) Tribune 
Co., Media General, SP Newsprint, The Newark Group, and White Birch Paper in a cross-border 
Canadian restructuring. Previously, he led a team at Remy International, a Tier 1 automotive sup-
plier that restructured through a landmark 59-day prepackaged chapter 11. For this restructuring, 
the Turnaround Management Association (TMA) recognized him and his team with its Transaction 
of the Year award. He has also been included on Turnarounds & Workouts’ “People to Watch” list 
and was named “Turnaround Consultant of the Year” by M&A Advisor. Mr. Holtz is past chairman 
and past president of the Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors (AIRA), and is a 
member of ABI and the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, and sits on the board 
of Newark Public Radio-WBGO. He is a frequent speaker and author on the subject of corporate 
restructuring. Mr. Holtz received his bachelor’s degree in economics from the Wharton School at 
the University of Pennsylvania.

Nicole R. Horton is an executive director in Ernst & Young’s U.S. Transaction Advisory Services 
practice in Los Angeles. She has more than 14 years of experience providing restructuring and 
investment banking services both in and out of bankruptcy to companies and all classes of credi-
tor constituencies. Previously, she was a vice president in international banking at a regional bank 
in California, specializing in trade finance and asset-backed lending and working with different 
debt-structure and derivative instruments. Ms. Horton’s experience includes living wills, financial 
restructurings, refinancings, mergers and acquisitions, valuations, debt-structure analysis, capital 
raises, developing and analyzing business plans and cash-flow models, and evaluating strategic 
alternatives. She has represented clients across a broad range of industries, including  financial ser-
vices, real estate, retail and consumer products, agriculture, hospitality and entertainment, as well 
as the public sector. She has also been involved in a significant number of recovery and resolution 
engagements, ranging from complex financial institutions with a global presence to regional firms, 
as well as clearinghouses and other industry participants, and has been advising extensively on 
living will engagements related to the Dodd-Frank Act, including the development of resolution 
plans, including strategic analyses, for orderly wind-downs. Her clients have ranged from complex 
financial institutions with a global presence to regional firms. Ms. Horton received her B.A. in East 
Asian languages and culture with an emphasis in Mandarin Chinese, with honors and Phi Beta 
Kappa, from the University of Kansas, and her Masters of International Management with distinc-
tion and an emphasis in finance and German from the American Graduate School of International 
Management.
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Sandra E. Horwitz is a managing director of Delaware Trust Co. in Wilmington, Del. She is a 30-
year veteran of the financial services industry, with the last decade dedicated to acting as a fiduciary 
on behalf of debt-holders in more than 40 chapter 11 proceedings, many of which involved complex 
litigation. Ms. Horwitz joined Delaware Trust in August 2012 as managing director of its Suc-
cessor Trustee and Default Administration business group, a role that has expanded to include all 
restructuring- and bankruptcy-related trust and agency services. Her prior experience included spe-
cialization in a multitude of domestic and international services, including corporate trust default 
administration, loan workouts, leveraged finance, syndicated lending and capital markets fundrais-
ing. Previously, Mr. Horwitz was with HSBC Bank USA, N.A., where she served for more than 
eight years as vice president of its Bankruptcy/Default Group, Corporate Trust & Loan Agency. 
Prior to that, she worked at Credit Lyonnais, where she was a loan-workout banker following stints 
as a senior executive responsible for managing universal banking relationships with financial insti-
tutions and multinational corporations. Ms. Horwitz testified before the ABI Commission to Study 
the Reform of Chapter 11 on the subject of the role of valuations. She received her B.A. from the 
University of California at Los Angeles, her M.B.A. from Columbia University and her Masters in 
public administration from the University of Southern California.

Hon. Barbara J. Houser is the Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Texas in 
Dallas. Upon graduation from law school, she joined Locke, Purnell, Boren, Laney & Neeley in 
Dallas and became a shareholder in 1985. Judge Houser then joined Sheinfeld, Maley & Kay PC 
in 1988 as the shareholder in charge of the Dallas office until she was sworn in as a bankruptcy 
judge on Jan. 20, 2000. In 1998, the National Law Journal named her one of the 50 most influential 
women lawyers in America. She was elected a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy in 
1994 and currently serves as a member of its board of directors. She was also elected to membership 
in the National Bankruptcy Conference in 1996 and served as president of the National Conference 
of Bankruptcy Judges from 2009-10. She is also is a past chairman of the Dallas Bar Association’s 
Committee on Bankruptcy and Corporate Reorganization. In 2011, Judge Houser received the Dis-
tinguished Alumni Award for Judicial Service from the Dedman School of Law at Southern Meth-
odist University, where she has been a visiting professor of law teaching creditors’ rights, and the 
2014 William L. Norton Jr., Judicial Excellence Award for her continuing contributions to the insol-
vency community. She currently serves on ABI’s Executive Committee and is a contributing author 
to Collier on Bankruptcy (15th ed.) and the Collier Bankruptcy Manual (3rd ed.). Judge Houser 
received her undergraduate degree with high distinction from the University of Nebraska and her 
J.D. from Southern Methodist University Law School, where she was editor of its law review.

Hon. Laurel Myerson Isicoff has been a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Flor-
ida in Miami since Feb. 13, 2006, and serves on ABI’s Board of Directors. She is also a director of 
the American College of Bankruptcy Foundation, as well as a member of the College’s Pro Bono 
Committee. Judge Isicoff is immediate past chair of the Public Outreach Committee of the Na-
tional Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and continues to be active in outreach efforts to state court 
judges, district court judges, and in pro se and pro bono matters. She also currently serves as judicial 
chair of the Pro Bono Committee of the Business Law Section of the Florida Bar. Prior to becoming 
a judge, Judge Isicoff specialized in commercial bankruptcy, foreclosure and workout matters both 
as a transactional attorney and litigator for 14 years with the law firm of Kozyak Tropin & Throck-
morton after practicing for eight years with Squire, Sanders & Dempsey. She developed a specialty 
in bankruptcy and SEC receiverships involving Ponzi schemes. Following law school, Judge Isicoff 



American Bankruptcy Institute

683

clerked for Hon. Daniel S. Pearson of the Florida Third District Court of Appeals before entering 
private practice. She is a past president of the Bankruptcy Bar Association (BBA) of the Southern 
District of Florida and, until she took the bench, chaired its Pro Bono Task Force. Judge Isicoff 
speaks extensively on bankruptcy and pro bono service around the country, and to high school and 
college students in the South Florida area about financial literacy. She received her J.D. from the 
University of Miami School of Law in 1982.

Eve H. Karasik is a partner at Levene, Neale, Bender, Yoo & Brill L.L.P. in Los Angeles and fo-
cuses her practice on corporate restructuring and bankruptcy, including the representation of chap-
ter 11 debtors, unsecured creditor and equity committees, trustees, secured and unsecured creditors, 
and parties involved in bankruptcy litigation and appeals. Her prior debtor engagements include 
Imperial Capital Bancorp, Inc. (San Diego), Utah 7000, LLC (Salt Lake City), Falcon Products Inc. 
(St. Louis), Clark Retail Group (Chicago) and U.S. Aggregates Inc. (Reno, Nev.). Her creditor and 
equity committee cases include Circus and Eldorado Joint Venture (Reno, Nev.), Riviera Holdings 
Corp. (Las Vegas), Eurofresh Inc. (Phoenix), USA Capital First Trust Deed Fund (Las Vegas), Alad-
din Gaming, Inc. (Las Vegas) and Amerco (Reno, Nev.). Ms. Karasik has served as trustee’s coun-
sel in SIPA liquidations (W.S. Clearing, Inc.) (Los Angeles), examiner’s counsel in Fontainebleau 
Las Vegas Holdings, LLC. (Miami), and counsel to Bankruptcy Code § 524(g) Settlement Trust 
(Reno, Nev.). She received the Century City Bankruptcy Attorney of the Year award in 2015 and the 
Turnaround Management Association “2007 Large Company Transaction of the Year” award. Ms. 
Karasik sits on the boards of directors of both ABI and the Los Angeles Bankruptcy Forum, and is 
a member of several other professional organizations. She received her B.A. in history with high 
honors from the University of California, Berkeley and her J.D. from the University of Southern 
California, where she was admitted to the Order of the Coif. In addition, she served as the managing 
editor of the University of Southern California Computer Law and Major Tax Planning journals.

Robert J. Keach is a shareholder at Bernstein, Shur, Sawyer & Nelson, P.A. in Portland, Maine, 
where he focuses on the representation of various parties in workouts and bankruptcy cases, includ-
ing debtors, creditors, creditors’ committees, lessors and third parties acquiring troubled companies 
and/or their assets. He served as co-chair of ABI’s Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 
11. Most recently, Mr. Keach has, inter alia, represented ad hoc committees in the Homebanc 
Mortgage, New Century TRS Holdings and Nortel Networks cases in Delaware, as well as a public 
utilities commission in the FairPoint Communications case in the Southern District of New York. 
He was the fee examiner in In re AMR Corporation (the chapter 11 cases of American Airlines and 
its parent and certain affiliates), and is currently the chapter 11 trustee in the railroad reorganization 
case of Montreal Maine & Atlantic Railway, Ltd., as well as the fee examiner in Exide Technologies. 
Mr. Keach is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and a past president (2009-10) of 
ABI. He has appeared as a panelist on national bankruptcy, lender liability and creditors’ rights pro-
grams, and has authored several articles on bankruptcy and creditors’ rights in the ABI Law Review, 
Commercial Law Journal and ABI Journal, among other publications. He is also a contributing au-
thor to the Collier Guide to Chapter 11: Key Topics and Selected Industries (2011 Ed.). Mr. Keach 
is recognized as a “Star Individual” in Corporate M&A/Bankruptcy in Chambers USA, in The Best 
Lawyers in America (Ten-Year Certificate), and in New England Super Lawyers (Bankruptcy and 
Top 100 Lawyers in New England regardless of specialty). He is also Board Certified in Business 
Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification. Mr. Keach received his J.D. in 1980 from 
the University of Maine.
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Jordan A. Kroop is a partner in the Bankruptcy & Restructuring group of Perkins Coie LLP’s 
Corporate practice in Pheonix. He represents debtors, official committees, acquirers and significant 
creditors in chapter 11 matters involving publicly traded and privately held companies throughout 
the nation. He has also represented secured lenders, committees, lessors and institutional lenders. 
Since 1998, Mr. Kroop has coauthored and regularly updated the two-volume treatise Bankruptcy 
Litigation and Practice: A Practitioner’s Guide, now in its fourth edition. He also co-authored a 
chapter on chapter 11 and sports franchises in the Collier Guide to Chapter 11 (LexisNexis 2011, 
rev’d 2012, 2013) and co-authored The Executive Guide to Corporate Bankruptcy (Beard Books). 
Among the prominent chapter 11 matters he has handled is representing the NHL’s Phoenix Coy-
otes as debtor’s counsel and leading the team to its eventual sale. He has also represented the Bos-
ton Celtics and Milwaukee Bucks in reorganization matters. In addition to his background coun-
seling sports franchises, Mr. Kroop provides chapter 11 representation to reorganizing clients in 
manufacturing, real estate development, construction, hospitality gaming and technology. He has 
represented a large REIT, a consumer electronics manufacturer, makers of construction materials, 
and an iconic Manhattan restaurant in its chapter 11 filing. Mr. Kroop serves as an adjunct professor 
of law at the Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law at Arizona State University. He also instructs 
at ABI’s Litigation Skills Symposium and has taught at the University of the Pacific’s McGeorge 
School of Law in Salzburg, Austria. Mr. Kroop is recognized in Southwest Super Lawyers and The 
Best Lawyers in America, and was one of a handful lawyers named among the “Outstanding Young 
Bankruptcy Lawyers” in the U.S. by Turnarounds & Workouts. He received his A.B. magna cum 
laude from Brown University and his J.D. from the University of Virginia.

Franklind D. Lea, CIRA, is the president of Tactical Financial Consulting, LLC in Alpharetta, 
Ga., and has more than 30 years of professional experience and education in complex business and 
financial matters. He has broad expertise in commercial finance, insolvency, real estate, real estate 
finance and valuation. His experiences encompass business and project evaluation, damage claims 
and lost profits, debt and equity structuring and restructuring, feasibility analysis, financial analysis, 
investment management, and lending and leasing. Since the creation of Tactical Financial, Mr. Lea 
has provided services to companies, investors, lenders and secured creditors, unsecured creditors’ 
committees and law firms. He has acted as an advisor and litigation consultant, and has provided 
expert witness reports and expert testimony for a number of matters related to damage claims, feasi-
bility, financing, real estate and specialized bankruptcy issues such as the § 1111(b) election, § 1129 
confirmation requirements, the indubitable equivalent and Till cramdown interest rates. Prior to 
becoming a consultant, Mr. Lea worked for financial institutions and commercial real estate firms in 
such roles as credit analyst, commercial loan officer, commercial credit manager and credit officer, 
specialty lender, workout officer and commercial real estate appraiser. He has participated in more 
than 200 bankruptcy court hearings and provided testimony through affidavits, depositions and 
direct examination within the courtroom. Mr. Lea received his B.S. in management and his M.B.A. 
from Florida State University, and his Master’s degree in real estate and urban analysis from the 
University of Florida.

Eric D. Madden is a partner with Reid Collins & Tsai LLP in Dallas, where his practice focuses on 
the representation of liquidating trustees, creditor committees and private-equity funds in complex 
bankruptcy and business litigation cases. He has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America for 
bankruptcy litigation, is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell, and has been named a Texas Super Law-
yer in business litigation. Mr. Madden is a former co-chair of ABI’s Bankruptcy Litigation Commit-
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tee and is a current co-chair of ABI’s Bankruptcy Taxation Committee. He received both his B.A. 
and J.D. from the University of Kansas, where he was a member of Phi Beta Kappa and the Order 
of the Coif, and served as editor-in-chief of the Kansas Law Review.

Margaret M. Manning is senior director and counsel with Gavin/Solmonese LLC in Wilmington, 
Del., and is a senior member of its Bankruptcy & Fiduciary Services team. She handles fiduciary 
services matters including receiverships, assignments for the benefit of creditors, litigation trusts, 
liquidating trusts and other matters, and serves as in-house legal counsel to the firm. Ms. Manning 
has more than 14 years of experience in complex reorganization and liquidation cases representing 
debtors, secured and unsecured creditors, and creditors’ committees. Prior to joining Gavin/Solmo-
nese, she practiced with the law firm Klehr Harrison Harvey Branzburg, where she concentrated her 
practice in the areas of commercial bankruptcy and restructuring. Ms. Manning has experience in 
the retail, energy, restaurant and manufacturing arenas, among others. She is a member of the Amer-
ican, Delaware State and Pennsylvania Bar Associations, as well as the Delaware Bankruptcy Inn of 
Court, and she is a board member and at-large director of the International Women’s Insolvency & 
Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC). Ms. Manning received her B.S. in business administration 
from Le Moyne College and her J.D. from the University of Baltmore Law School. 

Lorenzo Marinuzzi is a partner in the New York office of Morrison & Foerster LLP, where he 
specializes in the representation of debtors, creditors and creditors’ committees in bankruptcy cases, 
workouts and litigation throughout the country. His cases have spanned a number of industries, 
including airline and cargo transportation, mortgage origination and servicing, retail, banking and 
finance, energy, telecommunications, and oil and gas. Mr. Marinuzzi currently represents the offi-
cial committee of TCEH unsecured creditors in the chapter 11 cases of Energy Future Holdings and 
its affiliates. He recently represented Residential Capital and its affiliates in their chapter 11 cases; 
the official committees of unsecured creditors in the chapter 11 cases of the Los Angeles Dodgers, 
Pinnacle Airlines, Mesa Air Group Inc. and Hawaiian Telcom; the State of Alaska in the bankruptcy 
case of Pacific Energy Resources Ltd.; the distribution trustee of the FLYi & Independence Air 
Distribution Trust; Richemont North America Inc. on general bankruptcy matters; and numerous 
financial institutions in the bankruptcy proceedings of Lehman Brothers Holdings Inc. and the 
liquidation of Lehman Brothers Inc. under the Securities Investor Protection Act. Mr. Marinuzzi is 
listed as a leading lawyer in Chambers USA and has also been recommended by The Legal 500 US. 
He is also ranked in The Deal’s “Top Bankruptcy Lawyers” in 2013 and was designated by Turn-
arounds & Workouts magazine as an “Outstanding Young Restructuring Lawyer” in 2007 and 2011. 
Mr. Marinuzzi received his B.A. from Fordham University in 1993 and his J.D. from Fordham Uni-
versity School of Law in 1996, where he was a staff member of the Fordham Urban Law Journal.

Hon. Brenda Kay Martin is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Arizona in Phoenix.

Warren J. Martin, Jr. is a principal of Porzio, Bromberg & Newman, P.C. and co-chair of the 
firm’s Financial Services and Bankruptcy Department in Morristown, N.J., where he practices in 
the areas of bankruptcy, workouts, financial reorganizations and creditors’ rights. He specializes in 
working with the financial services and life sciences industries. Mr. Martin co-chairs ABI’s Health 
Care Committee and is a member of the American Bar Association’s Business Law Section and 
Bank Litigation Subcommittee, the New Jersey Bar Association’s Creditor/Debtor Section and the 
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Turnaround Management Association. He is also an adjunct professor of bankruptcy law at Rutgers 
University School of Law. Mr. Martin has been recognized in The Best Lawyers in America for 
2012-16 and in Chambers USA for 2009-15, and has also be listed in the Super Lawyers Business 
Edition and in New Jersey Super Lawyers. He is admitted to practice in New Jersey and before 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit, the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of 
Michigan, and the U.S. Supreme Court. Mr. Martin received his undergraduate degree with high 
honors from Rutgers University in 1983 and his J.D. cum laude from Georgetown University LAw 
Center in 1986.

James H. Millar is a partner with Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP’s Bankruptcy & Corporate Restruc-
turing Practice Group in New York, where he focuses his practice primarily in the areas of corpo-
rate restructuring and bankruptcy, including representation of bondholders in chapter 11 cases and 
representation of industry players in cross-border insolvency matters, out-of-court restructurings, 
bankruptcy-related litigation and insolvency-sensitive transactions. Among his representations are 
the first-lien bondholders/indenture trustee of Energy Future Intermediate Holding Company LLC, 
the unsecured bondholders of Caesars Entertainment Operating Co. Inc., certain bondholders of 
Suntech Power Holdings Co. Ltd., and the creditors’ committee of Frontier Airlines. Mr. Millar is 
a membr of the Association of Insolvency & Restructuring Advisors and a committee member of 
the Turnaround Management Association, and is admitted to practice in New York. He received his 
B.S. in 1989 from Colorado State University and his J.D. in 1995 from the University of Colorado 
School of Law.

Debra L. Miller is the appointed standing chapter 13 bankruptcy trustee for the Northern District 
of Indianain the Fort Wayne and South Bend Divisions. She is active in the National Association 
of Chapter Thirteen Trustees, and is a former president of the NACTT and chair of the NACTT’s 
Mortgage Committee. Ms. Miller testified before the Subcommittee on Administrative Oversight 
and the Courts of the Committee on the Judiciary, U.S. Senate, on May 6, 2008, on the subject of 
“Policing Lenders and Protecting Home-Owners: Is Misconduct in Bankruptcy Fueling the Fore-
closure Crisis?” Prior to her appointment in 2000, she served as the staff attorney for Gary D. Boyn, 
chapter 7 panel trustee at Warrick and Boyn LLP in Elkhart, Ind., and as a law clerk for Hon. San-
ford Brook. She also served as a special agent for the U.S. Secret Service in the Cleveland Field 
Office, where she specialized in credit card and white collar fraud. Ms. Miller received her B.S. in 
political science from Baldwin Wallace College and her J.D. from Cleveland Marshall College of 
Law.

Hon. C. Ray Mullins is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Georgia in At-
lanta, appointed as judge by the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals on Feb. 29, 2000, and named 
chief judge in January 2012. Previously, Judge Mullins served as an instructor in the Management 
Department of Bowling Green State University’s School of Business Administration from 1977-82, 
then joined the Toledo, Ohio, firm of Cooper, Straub, Walinski & Cramer (now Cooper Walinski), 
focusing primarily on civil litigation. From 1984-86, Judge Mullins taught trial practice as an ad-
junct professor of law at the University of Toledo College of Law. In 1987, he joined Kilpatrick 
& Cody (now Kilpatrick Stockton LLP) in Atlanta and became a partner in 1993, practicing in the 
firm’s Financial Restructuring Group and specializing in chapter 11 matters. He also served as a 
member of the Trustee Panel for the Northern District of Georgia from 1995-2000. Judge Mullins 
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is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy, a member of ABI’s Board of Directors and a 
past president of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges (2012-13). In March 2013, Chief 
Justice Roberts appointed Judge Mullins to the board of the Federal Judicial Center. He is also an 
advisor to the Emory Bankruptcy Developments Law Journal. Judge Mullins received his B.S. in 
business administration in 1974, his M.B.A. in 1977 from Bowling Green State University, and 
his J.D. magna cum laude in 1982 from the University of Toledo College of Law, where he was a 
member of its law review and the Order of the Coif.

James R. Murray is a partner in Dickstein Shapiro LLP’s Insurance Coverage Group in Washing-
ton, D.C., and a member of the firm’s Executive Committee. He is a Fellow of the American Col-
lege of Trial Lawyers and the American College of Coverage and Extracontractual Counsel, and he 
is listed in the National Trial Lawyers’ “Top 100 Trial Lawyers” for the District of Columbia (Civ-
il). Mr. Murray has assisted clients in securing more than $400 million in insurance recoveries in 
the last two years and well over $1 billion in the last decade on matters involving almost every line 
of insurance. In 2013 and 2011, Law360 named him an MVP in Insurance Coverage (one of only 
two insurance coverage attorneys ever to receive this recognition twice). Mr. Murray is admitted to 
the District of Columbia, New York and Washington Bar Associations, and is admitted to practice 
before the U.S. District Courts for the Southerm District of New York, the Eastern and Western 
Districts of Washington, and the District of Columbia, as well as the U.S. Courts of Appeals for 
the First, Third, Fourth and Ninth Circuits and the U.S. Supreme Court. He received undergraduate 
degrees from the University of Montana and Oxford University under a Rhodes scholarship, and his 
J.D. from Harvard Law School in 1981.

Joann Needleman is a senior counsel with Clark Hill, PLC in Philadelphia and a leader of its Con-
sumer Financial Services Regulatory & Compliance group. She provides counsel, consultation and 
litigation services to financial institutions, law firms and debt buyers throughout the country. Ms. 
Needleman has extensive litigation experience in state and federal courts, successfully defending 
creditors against claims brought under the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act and Fair Credit Re-
porting Act, as well as state statutes. She is the current president of the National Association of Re-
tail Collection Attorneys (NARCA) and also serves on the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau 
Consumer Advisory Board. Ms. Needleman was named a Pennsylvania Super Lawyer in 2004-06, 
2010-11 and 2013-15, and she is admitted to practice in the U.S. District Courts for the District of 
New Jersey, the Eastern, Middle and Western Districts of Pennsylvania, the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Third Circuit and the U.S. Supreme Court. She received her B.A. from Temple University in 
1986 and her J.D. from Widener University School of Law in 1994.

Gary A. Norton is a member attorney in the firm of Whitfield and Eddy, P.L.C. in Des Moines, 
Iowa, and has chaired the firm’s Business and Banking Committee. He has been a member of the 
Iowa bar since 1984, practicing extensively in the areas of bankruptcy and creditor/debtor relations, 
commercial law and commercial litigation. Mr. Norton is a frequent speaker before attorney and 
business groups on various topics involving commercial and bankruptcy law and has served as an 
adjunct professor at Drake Law School, teaching secured transactions. He has served several times 
as a member and past chair of the Commercial and Bankruptcy Law Section Council of the Iowa 
State Bar Association, most recently in 2014. He also chaired that Section’s Study Committee on 
the 1998 Revised Article 9 of the Uniform Commercial Code, and was heavily involved in imple-
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menting the passage of Revised UCC Article 9 in Iowa. He continues to be a consultant to the Iowa 
legislature on legislation and other matters related to commercial law. Mr. Norton is a member of 
the ABA Section on Business Law, has been an ABI member since 1986 and is currently a member 
of the advisory board for ABI’s Midwestern Bankruptcy Institute. He is also is a former law clerk 
to Hon. Richard Stageman, U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Iowa from 1984-
85. Mr. Norton received his B.S. with honors in 1975 from Iowa State University and his J.D. with 
honors in 1984 from Washburn University School of Law, where he was a member of the Washburn 
Law Journal.

Trudy A. Nowak is an attorney with Bankruptcy Law Strategists in Phoenix, where she primarily 
represents chapter 7 and 11 bankruptcy trustees, adversary proceeding parties, creditors and debt-
ors. She is also a chapter 7 panel trustee for the District of Arizona. Ms. Nowak is a contract writers 
in the bankruptcy law field for Thomson Reuters Publishing and Lexis-Nexis, as well as a contrib-
uting author to Norton’s Bankruptcy Law and Practice. She received her B.A. in history from the 
University of Rochester in 1976 and her J.D. from Syracuse University College of Law in 1979.

Nina M. Parker is the founder of Parker & Associates in Winchester, Mass., and has been a mem-
ber of the bar since 1981, practicing in the areas of personal and corporate bankruptcy. She has been 
Board Certified in Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification since 2002. 
Ms. Parker concentrates in the areas of consumer and individual chapter 11 and small business 
bankruptcies, specializing in devising confirmable plans of reorganization and successful chapter 
13 wage-earner plans. She co-chairs ABI’s Consumer Bankruptcy Committee and is a member of 
ABI’s Civility Task Force and Individual Chapter 11 Task Force. In addition, she is a member of the 
ABI’s Northeast Bankruptcy Conference Advisory Board and has served as the ABI Membership 
Relations Director for the Consumer Bankruptcy Committee, as co-chair of ABI’ s Litigation Skills 
Symposium and as co-chair of ABI’s Northeast Consumer Bankruptcy Forum. Ms. Parker has lec-
tured extensively, including for the ABI, Boston Bar Association, Massachusetts Continuing Legal 
Education, Massachusetts Bankers Association, Real Estate Bar Association for Massachusetts and 
the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges on small-business and consumer bankruptcy issues. 
She has cochaired the Boston Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Section Co-Chair and currently co-
chairs the Bankruptcy Section Diversity Initiative Committee. She is also a member of the Lawyer 
Referral Service Review Committee, the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Massachusetts 
Attorney Advisory Committee for the Local Rules, the Pro Bono Legal Services Advisory Commit-
tee and the Bankruptcy Court Diversity Initiative Task Force. Ms. Parker received her B.A. from 
Washington University in St. Louis and her J.D. from New England Law School in Boston.

Kenneth Pasquale is a member of Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP in New York, where he prac-
tices in Stroock’s Financial Restructuring group. He has a diverse litigation practice involving a 
variety of bankruptcy-related and complex commercial matters at both the trial and appellate levels. 
Mr. Pasquale frequently represents institutional creditors in reorganization proceedings, including 
with respect to fraudulent transfers and other bankruptcy claims. Recent bankruptcy cases in which 
he has been involved include Caesars Entertainment Operating Co., Trump Entertainment Resorts, 
LightSquared and Allied Nevada. He currently co-chairs ABI’s Ethics & Professional Compensa-
tion Committee, is a faculty member for the ABI/TMA Litigation Skills Symposium, and is an 
associate editor of the ABI Journal. Mr. Pasquale has been selected for inclusion in the 2016 edi-
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tion of The Best Lawyers in America in the area of Bankruptcy and Debtor-Creditor Rights, and is 
a frequent author and lecturer on bankruptcy litigation and related topics. He received his B.B.A. 
magna cum laude from Pace University in 1986 and his J.D. cum laude in 1990 from Brooklyn Law 
School, where he was a member of the Brooklyn Law Review and the Moot Court Honor Society.

James A. Peko, CFA, CIRA, CDBV is national managing principal in the Corporate Advisory & 
Restructuring Services practice at Grant Thornton LLP in New York. He has more than 25 years of 
experience in investment banking, capital markets and financial advisory services, and specializes 
in working with companies in transition. He has assisted clients with debt restructuring, strategic 
planning, business plan analysis, liquidity planning, the § 363 sales process and chapter 11 bank-
ruptcies. Mr. Peko has significant experience working with debtors and creditor constituents to pre-
serve and maximize value. His experience includes all facets of the bankruptcy process, including 
pre-bankruptcy planning, developing plans of reorganization and evaluating capital structure. Mr. 
Peko has served various constituencies, including companies in in- and out-of-court proceedings, 
creditor committees and lender groups. In addition, he advised chief executive officers and execu-
tive management teams on sustainability and shareholder value optimization strategies by evaluat-
ing strategic alternatives including restructurings, acquisitions, divestitures, joint ventures, capital 
sourcing and initial public offerings. He has served clients in the airline, automotive, engineering 
and construction, financial, gaming, hospitality, manufacturing, media, real estate, retail, technol-
ogy and utility industries. Previously, Mr. Peko served as a director at Navigant Capital Advisors 
and as a senior manager in the Reorganization Services Group at Deloitte. He also was a director at 
Ernst & Young Corporate Finance LLC and a first vice president in the Corporate Finance Group at 
The Nikko Securities Co., International Inc. Mr. Peko received his B.S. in economics and account-
ing from St. Peter’s College and his M.B.A. in finance from Fordham University.

Hon. Pamela Pepper is a U.S. District Court Judge for the Eastern District of Wisconsin in Mil-
waukee, appointed by President Obama in 2014. Previously, she served as a bankruptcy judge for 
the district, initially appointed on July 5, 2005, and named chief judge on July 1, 2010. Prior to her 
appointment, she was with the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Chicago and moved to the Milwaukee U.S. 
Attorney’s Office in 1994. Judge Pepper was previously a solo criminal defense practitioner, repre-
senting clients in federal trial courts and in the Seventh Circuit, as well as in Wisconsin state court. 
She holds a graduate certificate in dispute resolution from Marquette University and has taught 
legal writing and law practice management at Marquette Law School. Judge Pepper is a member 
of the State Bar of Wisconsin, the Association for Women Lawyers, the Seventh Circuit Bar As-
sociation, the American Bar Association, the Eastern District of Wisconsin Bar Association and 
the NACTT Academy for Consumer Bankruptcy Education. Previously, she served on the board 
of Federal Defender Services of Wisconsin and of the Wisconsin State Public Defender. She is a 
former president of the Milwaukee Bar Association, a former chair of the State Bar of Wisconsin’s 
Board of Governors, and an ABI member, for which she served as education director and chair of 
its Consumer Bankruptcy Committee, and currently serves on its board of directors. She is also a 
member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, having served a term as the Seventh 
Circuit representative on its Board of Governors and as secretary for 2013-14. She has also served 
on its national conference education committee, chairing that committee for the 2014 conference in 
Chicago. Judge Pepper completed two terms as an associate editor of the American Bankruptcy Law 
Journal. She has served on the Human Resources Advisory Council of the Administrative Office 
of U.S. Courts and currently serves on the OSCAR working group for the Administrative Office. 
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She also frequently speaks at Federal Judicial Center programs, and is a member of the Center’s 
Bankruptcy Judges’ Education Advisory Group. Judge Pepper is a frequent speaker for bar associa-
tions across the country on such topics as the rules of evidence in bankruptcy, the intersection of 
criminal and bankruptcy law, and litigation skills. She received her undergraduate degree in theater 
from Northwestern University and her J.D. from Cornell Law School, where she was a notes editor 
on the Cornell Law Review and a teaching assistant.

Nancy A. Peterman is chair of Greenberg Traurig, LLP’s Business Reorganization & Financial Re-
structuring Practice in Chicago and focuses on corporate restructurings, bankruptcy and creditors’ 
rights law. She has a wide range of experience representing debtors, asset-purchasers, committees 
and secured creditors. Ms. Peterman is a member of ABI’s Board of Directors and is a former chair 
of the Chicago Bar Association’s Bankruptcy & Reorganization Committee. She also assisted in 
drafting the health care bankruptcy provisions of the 2005 amendments to the Bankruptcy Code. 
Ms. Peterman has been listed in Chambers & Partners USA Guide, The Best Lawyers in America, 
Illinois Super Lawyers and Leading Lawyers Network, was named “Restructuring Lawyer of the 
Year-Middle Markets” by Global M&A Network in 2013 and is Board Certified in Business Bank-
ruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification. She was also inducted into the American Col-
lege of Bankruptcy as a Fellow in 2011. Ms. Peterman is admitted to practice in Illinois, New York 
and the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Illinois. A frequent speaker and author, she 
was co-editor in chief of Wiley Bankruptcy Law Update, assistant editor for West’s Norton Bank-
ruptcy Law and Practice treatise, and an assistant editor and a contributing author for ABI’s Health 
Care Insolvency Manual. Ms. Peterman earned both her undergraduate degree and J.D. from the 
University of Michigan.

Roger Peterson is director of technology and mobile application development at Thomson Reuters 
in Eagan, Minn. He has 20 years of experience in development, support, hosting and team leader-
ship. Mr. Peterson led the engineering team that developed ProView, the Thomson Reuters ereader 
application for iPad, Android, Mac and Windows, as well as the Thomson Reuters Convene and 
the Reuters news applications for iOS and Android. He has also collaborated with business partners 
around the world to set product direction and requirements. Mr. Peterson received his B.S.B. in 
finance in 1991 and his M.B.A. in MIS and operations management in 1994 from the University of 
Minnesota Carlson School of Management.

Pedro R. Pierluisi has been Puerto Rico’s sole member of Congress, known as the Resident Com-
missioner, since January 2009. He represents 3.5 million U.S. citizens, the most of any member of 
the U.S. House of Representatives. In the current 114th Congress (2015-2016), Congressman Pier-
luisi serves on the House Judiciary Committee and is a member of the Subcommittee on Crime, Ter-
rorism, Homeland Security, and Investigations, and the Subcommittee on Immigration and Border 
Security. He also serves on the House Natural Resources Committee and is a member of the Sub-
committee on Indian, Insular and Alaska Native Affairs, as well as the Subcommittee on Federal 
Lands. In previous years, Congressman Pierluisi also served on the House Ethics Committee and 
the House Committee on Education and the Workforce. Congressman Pierluisi is an attorney with 
24 years of legal experience in the public and private sector. He began his career in Washington, 
D.C., working for six years as a litigator at an internationally recognized law firm. From 1993-96, 
Congressman Pierluisi served as Attorney General of Puerto Rico. In that role, he supervised more 
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than 500 attorneys and argued two landmark constitutional law cases before the Supreme Court 
of Puerto Rico. He was also active in the National Association of Attorneys General and served as 
Chairman of its Eastern Region in 1996. Congressman Pierluisi is a graduate of Tulane University 
and The George Washington University Law School.

David L. Pollack is a partner in the Real Estate Department of the Philadelphia office of Ballard 
Spahr LLP and is the former chair of the firm’s Bankruptcy, Reorganization and Capital Recovery 
and Leasing Practice Groups. He focuses his practice on matters relating to shopping centers with 
particular emphasis in the areas of the national representation of landlords in retail bankruptcy mat-
ters, representation of tenant interests in landlord bankruptcies and commercial leasing. Mr. Pollack 
frequently lectures to professional groups on real estate, bankruptcy and commercial leasing issues. 
He is a member of the Advisory Committee of the ABI’s and Georgetown Law’s Bankruptcy Views 
from the Bench program, the International Council of Shopping Centers’ Law Conference Com-
mittee emeritus (having chaired the 2011 conference) and chair of ICSC’s Bankruptcy Task Force. 
He has been recognized as a Pennsylvania Super Lawyer for 2004-15, is listed in The Best Lawyers 
in America for 2008-15 and in The International Who’s Who of Business Lawyers – Real Estate for 
2013-14, and has been regularly named by The Deal as one of the most active bankruptcy practi-
tioners in the country. Mr. Pollack recently served as a consultant to the Committee on Executory 
Contracts and Leases of ABI’s Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11. He is a Fellow of 
the American College of Real Estate Lawyers and a member of the American and Philadelphia Bar 
Associations, having chaired that association’s Real Property and Young Lawyers Sections. Mr. 
Pollack is a graduate of Trinity College and the Law School of the University of Pennsylvania.

Daniel Polsky is a managing director with the New York office of Getzler Henrich & Associates 
LLC and has 30 years of diversified restructuring experience, serving in advisory, expert and crisis/
turnaround management roles. He has led many engagements in formal bankruptcy proceedings 
and out-of-court restructurings, and has advised unsecured creditors’ committees, senior manage-
ment of distressed businesses, bank lenders, private-equity investors and other parties-in-interest. 
Mr. Polsky has assisted clients in a wide variety of industries, including health care, retail, telecom-
munications, steel, transportation, professional services, manufacturing and distribution. He has 
also advised investors considering potential business/asset acquisitions and distressed businesses 
on disposition alternatives. A longtime creditors’ rights practitioner, Mr. Polsky’s extensive expe-
rience includes devising case recovery and litigation strategies, developing plans of reorganiza-
tion and capital structures, designing operational and strategic plans, and creating and implement-
ing cost-reduction strategies. He has conducted various fraud, fraudulent transfer, preference and 
financial investigations, performed insolvency and liquidation analyses, prepared expert reports, 
and provided expert testimony in connection with various bankruptcy litigation and restructuring 
matters. Prior to joining Getzler Henrich, Mr. Polsky served in a senior leadership role at a promi-
nent global consulting firm. A member of ABI and the Turnaround Management Association, he 
received his undergraduate degree from the University of Pennsylvania and his M.B.A. from New 
York University.

Jeffrey N. Pomerantz is a partner with Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones LLP in Los Angeles, where 
his practice includes representing companies, creditors’ committees and private-equity funds in 
complex in- and out-of-court financial restructurings and merger-and-acquisition transactions. He 



Winter Leadership Conference 2015

692

has particular expertise in restructurings in the restaurant and retail sectors, and is generally focused 
on middle-market companies with annual revenues ranging from $50 million to $300 million. Mr. 
Pomerantz also has an active creditors’ committee practice, having represented more than 20 credi-
tors’ committees over the past several years. He is ABI’s Vice President-Education and is the au-
thor of “The Bare Necessities of Critical Vendor Motions—It’s a Jungle Out There,” 13 Journal of 
Bankruptcy Law & Practice (2004), and he has lectured or been a panelist for ABI, the Los Angeles 
Bankruptcy Forum, the Financial Lawyers Conference and the Credit Managers Association. He 
holds an AV Peer Rating and was named a “Super Lawyer” in the field of Bankruptcy & Creditor/
Debtor Rights from 2009-12 in Los Angeles magazine. Mr. Pomerantz received both his under-
graduate degree Phi Beta Kappa and his J.D. from New York University, where he was a member 
of the Order of the Coif.

James R. Porter, ACA, CTP, CIRA is a managing director of ToneyKorf Partners, LLC in Char-
lotte, N.C., and has spent more than 20 years working with distressed companies internationally 
and domestically, providing turnaround and restructuring services as well as litigation support to 
help maximize stakeholder value and client returns. He is currently involved in the restructuring of 
The Brookdale Hospital Medical Center, where his role is to manage various restructuring initia-
tives in conjunction with the Department of Health and the State of New York to stabilize and im-
prove health care delivery in East Brooklyn. Prior to this role, he served for three years as its chief 
financial officer. Another one of Mr. Porter’s significant engagements was assisting Saint Vincent 
Catholic Medical Centers of New York through its restructuring and subsequent bankruptcy, one 
of the largest recent bankruptcies in the health industry. He also served a bank lending syndicate in 
its workout of its various distressed facilities in Medicare/Medicaid information system providers. 
In addition to health care, Mr. Porter has worked with such industries as automotive, building ma-
terials, cosmetics, energy, financial services, manufacturing, retail, steel, telecommunications and 
transportation. He received the M&A Advisor’s “40 Under 40” award in 2012 and has spoken on in-
solvency matters for the Turnaround Management Association and the Association of Insolvency & 
Restructuring Advisors. Mr. Porter is a member of the Association of Insolvency and Restructuring 
Advisors, the Institute of Certified Accountants of England and Wales, the Carolinas Chapter of the 
Turnaround Management Association (for which he serves as treasurer), and the Joint Insolvency 
Examination Board. He received his B.A. in mechanical engineering from Nottingham University 
in the U.K.

David M. Posner is a partner with Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP in New York, where he 
focuses his practice on bankruptcy and insolvency matters and represents companies, creditors’ 
committees, chapter 11 trustees, acquirers, financial institutions and other significant parties-in-
interest in complex reorganizations and financially distressed situations, as well as debtor/creditor 
rights and commercial litigation. In addition, he has substantial litigation experience representing 
both plaintiffs and defendants in complex commercial litigation inside the context of complex re-
organization cases and in state and federal courts across the country. Mr. Posner has been involved 
in all aspects of pre-trial proceedings, preliminary injunction hearings, motion practice, applica-
tions, mediation, objections and other contested matters. He has tried both jury and non-jury trials 
in bankruptcy, state and federal courts. Prior to joining the firm, Mr. Posner was a member of the 
Insolvency and Creditors’ Rights group of a New York City law firm where he represented credi-
tors’ committees in chapter 11 reorganization proceedings, commercial corporations and financial 
institutions as both secured and unsecured creditors in chapter 11 reorganization proceedings and 
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in litigations pending before federal courts. He also worked extensively representing clients in the 
areas of lender liability, debt collection, judgment enforcement and bankruptcy appellate practice. 
He was also a partner in the Lending, Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights group in the New York City 
office of an international law firm, where his emphasis was in the areas of bankruptcy, creditors’ 
rights, business restructuring, asset-based lending and commercial litigation. Mr. Posner is a mem-
ber of ABI and a former co-chair of ABI’s Unsecured Trade Creditors Committee, and is a member 
of the Turnaround Management Association’s New York City Chapter’s Education Committee, the 
American Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Subcommittee of its Business Law Section, and the New 
York State Bar Association. He is admitted to practice before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Second and Third Circuits, as well as the U.S. District Courts for the Eastern and Souther Districts 
of New York, the District of Connecticut and the Western District of Michigan. Mr. Posner received 
his B.A. magna cum laude in political science and philosophy from Syracuse University in 1984 
and his J.D. cum laude in 1988 from Syracuse University College of Law, where he was senior edi-
tor of the Syracuse Law Review.

Lisa M. Poulin, CTP, CIRA is a principal with Deloitte CRG in McLean, Va., and has been a 
leader in the turnaround industry for more than 30 years as an advisor to companies or their credi-
tors both in and out of court. She has also served as a chapter 11 trustee, CRO and expert witness. 
Ms Poulin focuses on maximizing recoveries for creditors and helping companies survive restruc-
turings and continue operating, and has worked in such industries as airlines, commodity trading, 
contracting, distribution, financial services, health care, hospitality, Internet companies, manufac-
turing, minig, mobile homes, oil and gas, petrochemicals, real estate and retail. Ms. Poulin is a past 
chair of the International Turnaround Management Association and is a member of AIRA, ABI and 
the International Women’s Insolvency and Restructuring Confederation, for which she serves as 
treasurer for its Maryland chapter. She received her B.A. from Bucknell University and her M.B.A. 
from the University of Pittsburgh.

Mark T. Power is a partner in the Bankruptcy & Restructuring department of Hahn & Hessen LLP 
in New York and has extensive experience in all aspects of financial restructuring and insolvency 
issues. He represents creditors’ committees, debtors, noteholders, lenders and secured creditors in 
bankruptcy proceedings, as well as acquirers of and investors in troubled, distressed and bankrupt 
companies. His practice also includes counseling management and creditors with respect to insol-
vency matters and crisis management. Mr. Power has played a prominent role in large and small 
restructurings and bankruptcies throughout the U.S. He recently represented creditors’ commit-
tees in such high-profile bankruptcy proceedings as Pillowtex Corp., Cone Mills Corp., American 
Classic Voyages Corp., Cablevision Electronics Investment, Inc. and Joan & David’s. He has also 
represented sellers and purchasers of debt and equity positions of troubled companies and acquir-
ers of distressed businesses in such industries as telecommunications and integrated communica-
tions providers, e-commerce, Internet and technology, manufacturing, marketing, retail chains and 
energy. Mr. Power has counseled lenders in post-petition financing transactions in such industries 
as retail, manufacturing, telecommunications, environmental remediation, restaurant chains and 
hospitality. He has also worked on behalf of creditors and other parties-in-interest in bankruptcy re-
organization and liquidation proceedings including the handling of DIP financing or cash collateral 
motions, relief from the automatic stay and adequate protection matters, the assumption or rejection 
of unexpired leases or executory contracts, valuation hearings, plan formulation and drafting, and 
confirmation hearings. Mr. Power lectures frequently on current restructuring and bankruptcy is-
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sues, and contributes to various publications and seminar materials on a variety of restructuring and 
bankruptcy topics. He is admitted to practice before the U.S. Courts of Appeal for the Second and 
Third Circuits. Mr. Power received his B.B.A. in 1985 from George Washington University and his 
J.D. cum laude in 1988 from Boston College Law School.

Sean Romanoff is a consultant with Exec-Comm LLC in New York, where he provides com-
munication skills training to clients through the use of courses, seminars and coaching. He works 
with a variety of industries and law firms in particular. Previously, he was an associate with Son-
nenblick, Parker & Selvers, where he practiced in real estate, commercial law and white collar de-
fense. He then taught writing classes as an adjunct professor at Farleigh Dickinson University and 
subsequently formed his own freelance writing and marketing business, Sean Romanoff Writing & 
Marketing. Mr. Romanoff received his B.A. in geography and history with honors from The Ohio 
State University in 1990 and his J.D. from Rutgers University School of Law in Newark in 1995.

Rebecca A. Roof, CPA, CIRA, CMA is a managing director with AlixPartners LLP in New York 
and has led numerous engagements requiring difficult and rapid actions in the areas of aggressive 
cash management, liquidity stabilization, cost reductions, business plan development and mea-
surement, asset sales, strengthening of finance and public reporting functions, lender, customer 
and creditor negotiations, and complex out-of-court and in-court restructurings. She has provided 
advisory services to underperforming companies in a broad array of industries, including explora-
tion and production and oilfield services, technology, health care, pharmaceutical, hospital, retail, 
consumer, homebuilding, automotive, chemical, grocery, manufacturing, machining and distribu-
tion. Ms. Roof was named a “Women Leader in Consulting” by Consulting Magazine in 2013 and 
she received the Turnaround of the Year Award from Turnaround Management Association in 2014 
for her work at Kodak. She is a frequent industry speaker and lecturer at various universities, sits 
on the advisory board of Texas Wall Street Women, and is past-treasurer and a past member of 
ABI’s Executive Committee. She also co-chaired the Finance Subcommittee of ABI’s Commission 
to Study the Reform of Chapter 11. Ms. Roof is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy 
and a member of the Turnaround Management Association and the American Institute of Certified 
Public Accountants. She graduated from Trinity University with a B.S. in business administration 
and a B.A. in geology.

Thomas J. Salerno is a partner in the Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights practice at Stinson Leonard 
Street LLP in Phoenix, where he represents distressed companies, acquirers and creditors in finan-
cial restructurings and bankruptcy proceedings, pre- and post-bankruptcy workouts, and corporate 
recapitalizations. He works with clients from an array of industries, including casinos, resort hotels, 
sports teams, real estate, high-tech manufacturing, electricity generation, agribusiness, construc-
tion, health care, airlines and franchised fast-food operations. Mr. Salerno has represented parties in 
insolvency proceedings in 30 states and five countries. He has been involved in restructurings in the 
U.S., U.K., Germany, France, Switzerland, and the Czech and Slovak Republics. In addition, Mr. 
Salerno taught comparative international insolvency at the University of Salzburg and Gray’s Inn 
School of Law in London, and is an adjunct professor at the Sandra Day O’Connor School of Law 
at Arizona State University, teaching bankruptcy litigation and advanced chapter 11 bankruptcy. He 
is also a regular guest lecturer at the Eller MBA Program for the University of Arizona. Mr. Salerno 
has served as an expert witness on U.S. insolvency law in litigation in Germany, and represented 
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Coyote Hockey LLC, the owners of the Phoenix Coyotes of the National Hockey League (NHL), 
in historic bankruptcy proceedings that resulted in an unprecedented solution: the NHL purchasing 
one of its own teams for the first time in the league’s 90-year history. He headed the U.S. delegation 
to the Czech Republic in advising the Czech Government in the historic revamping of its bankrupt-
cy law, which took effect in January 2008, and he has also advised on revamping insolvency laws 
in the Dominican Republic and Costa Rica. Mr. Salerno is a member of the UNCITRAL working 
group on its Insolvency Law Reform Project, completed in early 2007. He is a former ABI Board 
and Executive Committee member, a past director of the American Board of Certification, a Fellow 
of the American College of Bankruptcy, and a member of the Plan Issues Advisory Subcommittee 
for ABI’s landmark Bankruptcy Review Commission. Mr. Salerno received his B.A. summa cum 
laude from Rutgers University and his J.D. cum laude from Notre Dame Law School, where he 
served as an editor of the Notre Dame Law Review.

Roger G. Schwartz is a partner in the New York office of Latham & Watkins LLP, where he is a 
member of its Finance Department and is active in the firm’s insolvency practice. He focuses his 
practice on representing administrative agents, secured lenders, and strategic and financial buyers 
and sellers of stocks, assets or debt, primarily in financially distressed situations (both in and out of 
formal insolvency proceedings), creditors’ committees, and debtors in chapter 11 cases and work-
outs. In addition, Mr. Schwartz equity sponsors, special committees of boards of directors, and the 
U.S. government in connection with complex U.S. and international bankruptcy and insolvency 
proceedings, corporate restructurings and financial recapitalizations. Prior to joining Latham, Mr. 
Schwartz was an executive counsel for workouts and restructurings at GE Capital, where he also 
served as senior counsel in its workout and insolvency area and as director of litigation for one of 
GE Capital’s commercial finance units. He is admitted to practice in New York and New Jersey, and 
he has authored or co-authored numerous articles and publications on bankruptcy and insolvency 
law. Following law school, Mr. Schwartz clerked for Hon. Richard L. Nygaard, Circuit Judge for 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit, from 1996-97. He received his B.A. magna cum 
laude from Hobart College in 1993 and his J.D. from the University of Chicago Law School, where 
he was the University of Chicago Law School Roundtable’s articles editor.

E. Patrick Shea is a partner with Gowling Lafleur Henderson LLP in Toronto, where he practices 
commercial law with a focus on commercial insolvency. He is a certified specialist in bankruptcy 
and insolvency law and has acted for a variety of clients in large corporate restructurings and in-
solvency matters across many industries. He is also one of less than a dozen lawyers to be certified 
by the Law Society of Upper Canada as a specialist in bankruptcy and insolvency law, and in 2015 
was awarded the Law Society Medal, the highest award that the Law Society of Upper Canada can 
confer on a member. Mr. Shea has acted for a variety of clients in large corporate restructuring and 
insolvency matters in the entertainment, retail, automotive, airline, food and beverage, pharmaceu-
tical and other industrial sectors. He has also acted as an outside advisor/consultant to the Canadian 
and Jamaican governments on the reform of their insolvency legislation. A former chair of the Ca-
nadian Bar Association’s Insolvency Section, Mr. Shea currently sits as a member of the Canadian 
Bar Association’s Legislation and Law Reform Committee and the National Sections’ Council. 
He is also vice-chair of the Ontario Bar Association’s Insolvency Section. Mr. Shea has served as 
a reserve officer and pilot/instructor with the Canadian Forces, and has been awarded the Queen 
Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal and the Canadian Minister of Veterans Affairs Commendation. 
In 2013, he was inducted as a member of the Most Venerable Order of the Hospital of Saint John 
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of Jerusalem by the Governor General on behalf of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. Mr. Shea sits 
on the board of a number of nonprofit companies and is a governor and vice-chair of the Air Cadet 
League of Canada, Ontario Provincial Committee, the Canadian Government’s partner in the Royal 
Canadian Air Cadet program. He received his B.A. with distinction from Carleton University and 
his LL.N. cum laude from the University of Ottawa.

Russell C. Silberglied is a director with Richards, Layton & Finger, PA in Wilmington, Del., where 
he practices both bankruptcy litigation and core chapter 11 work. His bankruptcy litigation mat-
ters include breach-of-fiduciary-duty suits, equitable subordination and recharacterization litiga-
tion, first- and second-lien litigation, valuation fights, and contested plan confirmation and DIP 
financing hearings. In core bankruptcy matters, Mr. Silberglied represents debtors and creditors in 
chapter 11 and chapter 15 cases. He also advises troubled companies on nonbankruptcy solutions, 
and regularly advises boards of directors of troubled companies concerning their fiduciary duties 
and corporate governance issues. Mr. Silberglied is a frequent lecturer and writer, and is admitted 
to practice in Delaware, Pennsylvania, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit and the U.S. 
District Court for the District of Delaware. He has been listed in Chambers USA since 2009, in The 
Best Lawyers in America for 2013-16, and in Super Lawyers for 2014 and 2015. Mr. Silberglied 
received his B.S. with honors in 1992 from Cornell University and his J.D. in 1995 from the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania Law School.

Fredric Sosnick is the practice group leader of Shearman & Sterling LLP’s Financial Restructuring 
& Insolvency Group in New York. He has extensive experience representing debtors, official credi-
tors’ committees, lender groups, DIP lenders, creditors, and acquirors of assets in large and complex 
domestic and international out-of-court restructurings and U.S. chapter 11 cases. Mr. Sosnick is a 
former member of the firm’s Executive Group and Policy Committee. He is admitted to practice in 
New York and befor the U.S. District Courts for the Southern and Eastern Districts of New York. 
Mr. Sosnick received his undergraduate degree cum laude in 1987 from the State University of New 
York at Albany and his J.D. magna cum laude in 1990 from The American University Washington 
College of Law.

James I. Stang is a founding partner of Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones LLP in Los Angeles and has 
broad experience in bankruptcy reorganization. He has acted as a chapter 11 trustee and receiver 
in numerous cases, primarily for car dealerships and real property cases. Mr. Stang has lectured 
and written extensively on both bankruptcy and receivership issues. He holds an AV-Preeminent 
rating from Martindale-Hubbell, has been named a “Super Lawyer” in the field of Bankruptcy & 
Creditor/Debtor Rights every year since 2005 in a peer survey conducted by Law & Politics and the 
publishers of Los Angeles magazine, and has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America. In 2010, 
the Century City Bar Association named him “Bankruptcy Lawyer of the Year,” and in 2011 he was 
inducted as a Fellow into the American College of Bankruptcy. Mr. Stang is admitted to practice in 
California. He is a graduate of UC Berkeley and received his J.D. from Hastings College of Law, 
where he was a member of the Order of the Coif and editor-in-chief of the Hastings International 
and Comparative Law Review.

Kelly Beaudin Stapleton is a managing director for Alvarez & Marsal in New York, where she 
leads the firm’s Unsecured Creditors’ Committee Practice. Previously, she was a managing director 
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with two financial advisory firms in New York, representing debtors and creditors in reorganiza-
tions, liquidations, § 363 sales and fraud investigations, and she was also a U.S. Trustee for Region 
3, appointed by then-Attorney General John Ashcroft in January 2005. Prior to her appointment, 
she was in private practice from 1997-2005 and began her legal career in 1995 as an assistant dis-
trict attorney for the Philadelphia District Attorney’s Office. Ms. Stapleton currently advises the 
unsecured creditors’ committees in Buccaneer Energy, Crumbs Bake Shop, Constar International 
and Keywell. She serves as the liquidating trustee in Keywell and Mount Vernon Monetary Man-
agement Center and as plan administrator in FKF/One Madison. Ms. Stapleton is a member of 
the Pennsylvania, New York and Connecticut Bar Associations. She is a former co-chair of ABI’s 
Ethics Committee, a member of ABI’s Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Workshop Advisory Board and co-
founder of the Writing Competition for ABI’s Business Bankruptcy Committee. A frequent speaker 
on restructuring, Ms. Stapleton has been featured in the Wall Street Journal and on Bloomberg 
and teaches continuing legal education courses for several federal and state bar associations. She 
received her B.A. from the University of California, Los Angeles and her J.D. from Georgetown 
University Law Center.

Samuel E. Star, CPA is a senior managing director in FTI Consulting, Inc.’s Corporate Finance/
Restructuring practice in New York. He specializes in providing services to creditors in chapter 11 
and out-of-court workout situations. Mr. Star has more than 20 years of experience in such indus-
tries as airlines, automotive, consumer products, financial services, forest products, real estate and 
retail. He also advises all types of creditor constituencies. Mr. Star has provided in-court testimony 
on various topics, including financing and valuation issues. His chapter 11 and out-of-court restruc-
turing cases include Abitibi Bowater, Adelphia Business Solutions, AES Thames, American Safety 
Razor, Arcapita Bank, Avianca Airlines, Cone Mills, Corus Bankshares, Dana Corp., Dewey & 
LeBoeuf, Friendly’s Restaurants, Glass Group, Graceway Pharmaceuticals, Grubb & Ellis, GS In-
dustries, Harry & David, Impath, Journal Register Co., KB Toys, Lehman Brothers, Leiner Health 
Products, Lids, Lionel, New Century Financial, Northwest Airlines, Ormet Corp., Revstone Indus-
tries, SageCrest Finance, Smurfit Stone Container, Spansion, The Education Resources Institute, 
The Great Atlantic & Pacific Tea Co., U.S. Airways and Visteon. He is also a frequent speaker for 
various organizations on matters impacting the rights of unsecured creditors. Mr. Star is a member 
of ABI, the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA) and New York State Soci-
ety of Certified Public Accountants. He received his B.S. in accounting from the State University 
of New York at Albany.

Catherine L. Steege is a partner with Jenner & Block LLP in Chicago and co-chairs the firm’s 
Bankruptcy Litigation practice group. She has represented numerous parties in complex bankruptcy 
litigation matters, including her representation of the Sentinel Management Group Litigation trust-
ee, the Magnatrax Litigation Trust, the NKK Litigation Trust and the trustees of Emerald Casino 
Inc. and Consolidated Industries Corp. Ms. Steege recently argued before the U.S. Supreme Court 
on behalf of Wellness International Network in Wellness International Network v. Sharif. She also 
represented the examiner in the Lehman Brothers chapter 11 case and authored the sections of the 
Lehman Brothers examiner’s report that considered potential avoidance actions against various 
financial institutions. Ms. Steege is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and an ad-
junct professor at John Marshall Law School, and has been a member of the panel of trustees for 
the Northern District of Illinois since 1987. She received her J.D. in 1982 from DePaul University.
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Mark G. Stingley is the global head of the Bankruptcy, Restructuring and Creditors’ Rights Client 
Service Group at Bryan Cave LLP in Kansas City, Mo. He represents a number of lending insti-
tutions in litigation and insolvency matters, and has represented several commercial and lending 
clients in real estate and commercial litigation cases in both state and federal courts in a number of 
jurisdictions nationally. Mr. Stingley is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, for which 
he serves as co-chair of education for the Eighth Circuit Fellows, and he is an adjunct professor 
of law at the University of Missouri – Kansas City School of Law, where he teaches a course on 
debtor/creditor relations. In addition, he has contributed to chapters in two Thomson Reuters books, 
Strategic Alternatives for Distressed Businesses and Commercial Bankruptcy Litigation, and is cur-
rently writing two chapters for ABI’s to-be-released Secured Creditors’ Handbook. Mr. Stingley 
served as education director for ABI’s Secured Creditors Committee and sits on ABI’s Board of 
Directors, and he co-chairs ABI’s Midwest Endowment Committee. He also sits on the board of the 
Turnaround Management Association’s Missouri affiliate. Mr. Stingley was appointed to the Exec-
utory Contracts and Unexpired Leases Committee that reported to ABI’s Commission to Study the 
Reform of Chapter 11. He served on the advisory board of ABI’s Midwestern Bankruptcy Institute 
from 1992-2014 and is a trustee of William Jewell College. Mr. Stingley has been listed annually 
as “Best of the Bar” in Kansas City, as a Missouri and Kansas Super Lawyer, and in The Best Law-
yers in America as the 2014 Kansas City bankruptcy litigation “Lawyer of the Year.” He received 
his B.S. from William Jewell College and his J.D. from the University of Missouri at Kansas City.

My Chi To is a corporate partner and a member of Debevoise & Plimpton LLP’s Business Re-
structuring & Workouts Group in New York, where she represents debtors, creditors and investors 
in complex restructurings, bankruptcies and acquisitions of troubled companies. She also advises a 
wide range of clients in connection with second-lien, mezzanine and infrastructure financings and 
workouts as well as insurance insolvency matters. Ms. To is ranked as a leading lawyer in Chambers 
USA and The Legal 500 US, and she received the Kathryn R. Heidt Memorial Award, the highest 
honor granted by the American Bar Association’s Business Bankruptcy Committee, of which she is 
a member. She also received the National Asian Pacific American Bar Association’s “Best Lawyers 
Under 40” award. Ms. To frequently speaks and has written many articles on intercreditor issues 
relating to complex financing structures, distressed asset sales and other bankruptcy-related topics, 
including for the ABI Journal. She is a member of the American College of Investment Counsel 
and co-head of the Women’s Resource Group at Debevoise. Bilingual in French and English, Ms. 
To received her LL.L. and LL.B. from the University of Ottawa and her M.Phil. in politics from the 
University of Oxford, where she was a Rhodes scholar. Following law school she clerked for Hon. 
Claire L’Heureux-Dubé of the Supreme Court of Canada.

Andrew M. Troop is a partner in Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw & Pittman LLP’s Insolvency & Re-
structuring practice in New York, where he focuses his practice on business reorganizations and 
debtors’ and creditors’ rights. He has represented debtors, creditors, acquirers, landlords, credi-
tors’ committees and equity committees, both in and out of court, in diverse industries, including 
health care, energy, retail clothing, retail home goods, telecommunications, manufacturing, mail 
order personal computers, groceries, lodging, regional airlines, automobile replacement parts and 
laser printers. He also has represented private-equity clients in connection with acquiring, selling 
and reorganizing both domestic and international portfolio companies and in defending fraudulent 
transfer and breach-of-duty claims. Recently, Mr. Troop was one of the lead lawyers in the suc-
cessful reorganization of LyondellBasell Industries, the third-largest petrochemical company in the 
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world. He also represented Saint Vincent Catholic Medical Centers in its chapter 11 reorganization 
case, as well other nonprofit, community-based service providers in both restructuring and corpo-
rate matters. Mr. Troop currently serves as co-chair of the Healthcare and Nonprofits in Bankruptcy 
Subcommittee of the American Bar Association’s Business Bankruptcy Committee, and as a coor-
dinating editor for the ABI Journal’s Intensive Care column. Long committed to pro bono work, he 
was honored in 2006 by the Asian American Lawyers Association of Massachusetts for represent-
ing the interests of Asian and Hispanic Americans with limited proficiency in English in connection 
with litigation commenced by the U.S. Department of Justice against the City of Boston alleging 
violations of the Voting Rights Act. He also serves on the board of Greater Boston Legal Services. 
Mr. Troop is admitted to practice in New York and Massachusetts. He received his B.A. cum laude 
from Amherst College and his J.D. cum laude from Northwestern School of Law.

Seth Van Aalten is a senior associate in Cooley LLP’s Corporate Restructuring & Bankruptcy 
Group in its New York office, where he concentrates his practice on the representation of creditors’ 
committees and has extensive bankruptcy litigation experience prosecuting D&O, LBO, fraudulent 
transfer and other estate causes of action. He has represented creditors’ committees in numerous 
prominent chapter 11 cases throughout the country, including RadioShack, Blockbuster, Mervyn’s, 
Magnetation, Midway Gold, Frederick’s of Hollywood, SkyMall, Sbarro, Alco Stores, Connect-
Edu, Allens, Sharper Image, Vertis Holdings, Eddie Bauer, and KB Toys. Mr. Van Aalten has been 
listed in New York Super Lawyers since 2013 and is admitted to practice before the U.S. District 
Courts for the Eastern and Southern Districts of New York. He received his B.A. cum laude in 2000 
from Binghamton University and his J.D. in 2003 from Boston University School of Law.

J. Scott Victor is a founding partner and managing director of SSG Capital Advisors, LLC in 
Conshohocken, Pa., and has more than 30 years of experience representing companies in special 
situations, workouts, restructurings and chapter 11 proceedings. He provides investment banking 
services focusing on the sale, capital raises, restructuring and complex valuation of middle-market 
companies facing operational and/or financial challenges throughout the U.S. and Europe, and his 
clients are public traded, privately held, private-equity-sponsored and family-owned companies 
in almost every industry. Mr. Victor has completed over 150 sale, refinancing and restructuring 
transactionsfor middle-market companies and has testified as an expert in numerous bankruptcy 
courts across the U.S. He has also given more than 150 presentations around the U.S. and Europe 
on bankruptcy and insolvency law, capital markets, mergers and acquisitions and special-situation-
financing issues for such organizations as the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, American 
College of Bankruptcy, ABI (for which he sits on its Board of Directors), Turnaround Manage-
ment Association, Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors, VALCON, Association of 
Corporate Growth, Association of Corporate Counsel, Wharton School of the University of Penn-
sylvania, University of Chicago, Villanova University, Pennsylvania Bar Institute, Philadelphia 
Bar Education Center, Eastern District of Pennsylvania Bankruptcy Conference, Southern District 
of Florida Bankruptcy Bar Association, New York Business Forum, Strategic Research Institute, 
The Canadian Institute, Institute for International Research, Financial Research Associates, New 
York Institute of Credit, New York Capital Roundtable, M&A Advisors, Global M&A Network 
and many other organizations. He has also written extensively on special situations and the capital 
markets. Prior to his transition to investment banking in 2000, Mr. Victor was a partner at Saul Ew-
ing, LLP and a senior member of its Bankruptcy and Reorganization Department. He is a Fellow 
of the American College of Bankruptcy, and he received the TMA Global Outstanding Individual 
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Contribution Award in 2013, the Global M&A Top 100 Restructuring Advisors Award in 2014 
and the M&A Advisor Leadership Award in 2015. He is also an active member of the Turnaround 
Management Association, for which he served as 2015 TMA Global President, past president and 
past chairman of its Philadelphia Chapter, and as a current member of the board of trustees of TMA 
Global. Mr. Victor is a former president and a member of the executive committee and board of 
directors of the Consumer Bankruptcy Assistance Project. He received his B.A. from the University 
of Pennsylvania and his J.D. from the University of Miami.

Nicolette C. Vilmos is a partner in the Orlando, Fla., office of Broad and Cassel and chairs the 
firm’s Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights Practice Group. She concentrates her practice on complex 
business litigation, including bankruptcy, intellectual property, banking law, foreclosures, lender 
liability, shareholder and business disputes, statutory shareholder-valuation matters, noncompete 
litigation and landlord/tenant matters across the state of Florida. She also has extensive appellate 
experience both state and federal courts. Ms. Vilmos’s bankruptcy and creditors’ right practice 
includes the representation of creditors, trustees, assignees, receivers and creditors’ committees. 
She has been involved in such complex business bankruptcy matters as the prosecution/defense of 
fraudulent and preferential transfers, creditor committee representation, receiverships, cramdown 
defense, valuations, involuntary bankruptcies and assignments for benefit of creditors (ABC) litiga-
tion at the state, federal and appellate levels. In the area of intellectual property, she has represented 
clients in cases relating to patent, trademark and copyright infringement, unfair competition, trade 
secrets, Internet law, and related computer and technology litigation. She regularly counsels her 
clients on the enforcement and defense of their intellectual property rights, and also works with 
lenders, asset managers and servicing agents in enforcing loan documents, dealing with pooling 
and servicing agreements, and working out problem loans. Ms. Vilmos is rated AV-Preeminent by 
Martindale-Hubbell and has been recognized in Chambers USA: A Guide to America’s Leading 
Business Lawyers for 2014 and 2015, was named a “Florida Super Lawyer” by Law & Politics 
magazine for 2014 and 2015, received a “Women of Achievement Award” from the Women’s Ex-
ecutive Council of Orlando, and was named to the Orlando Business Journal’s “Forty Under 40” 
list in 2009. She is also a Fellow in the Litigation Counsel of America (LCA), an honorary society 
composed of less than one-half of one percent of American lawyers. Ms. Vilmos serves on the board 
of directors for the Central Florida Bankruptcy Law Association, is an active member of ABI and  
the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation, and serves on The Florida 
Bar’s Business Law Section’s Bankruptcy/UCC and Bankruptcy Judicial Law Committees. She 
received her B.A. cum laude in 1998 from Stetson University and her J.D. cum laude in 2000 from 
Stetson University College of Law.

Wayne R. Walker is a principal in CohnReznick LLP’s Advisory Group in Philadelphia, where he 
focuses on turnaround management, corporate restructuring, corporate governance (for-profit and 
nonprofit), and bankruptcy matters that may involve creditor committee participation and fiduciary 
services. He has extensive experience in business restructuring, creditor committees, wind-downs, 
liquidations, interim operations, and fiduciary roles and assignments that can benefit creditors. Pre-
viously, Mr. Walker was the founder of Walker Nell Partners, Inc., an international business con-
sulting firm and, prior to founding WNP, he was a principal at a mid-Atlantic 500-person consulting 
and accounting firm for three years and was a principal at W. R. Walker & Associates, an indepen-
dent consulting firm. He also worked for 15 years at the DuPont Co. in Wilmington, Del., where he 
was senior counsel in the company’s Securities and Bankruptcy Group. Mr. Walker is a member of 
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ABI, the State Bar Association of Georgia, the American Bar Association, the Turnaround Manage-
ment Association and the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees. He received his B.A. from 
Loyola University in New Orleans and his J.D. from Catholic University.

Hon. Madeleine C. Wanslee is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Arizona in Phoenix, 
sworn in on March 17, 2014. Previously, she was an associate and then partner at Gust Rosenfeld, 
PLC, where she was active in the firm’s management committee and co-chaired the firm’s bank-
ruptcy practice group. Her practice focused on bankruptcy and creditors’ rights, and she represented 
small businesses, financial institutions, corporations and state agencies. While in private practice, 
Judge Wanslee was a certified bankruptcy specialist. She also argued a number of appeals, includ-
ing United Student Aid Funds Inc. v. Espinosa before the U.S. Supreme Court. Judge Wanslee is a 
member of the Ninth Circuit Bankruptcy Education Committee and chairs Arizona’s Bankruptcy 
Court local rules committee. She is a charter Master of the Arizona Bankruptcy American Inn of 
Court and is past chair of the Ninth Circuit Lawyer Representatives Coordinating Committee, the 
Arizona Lawyer Representatives and the Bankruptcy Section of the State Bar of Arizona. She also 
served on the American Board of Certification’s Standards Committee and on the Arizona State 
Bar’s Bankruptcy Advisory Committee, which both certify bankruptcy specialists. Judge Wanslee 
received her B.F.A. and B.A. from the University of Arizona and her J.D. from Gonzaga Univer-
sity School of Law, where she served as a writer and executive editor of the Gonzaga Law Review. 
Following law school, she clerked for Chief Bankruptcy Judge Robert C. Jones of the District of 
Nevada.

Hon. Eugene R. Wedoff has served as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge in the Northern District of Illi-
nois in Chicago since 1987 and as Chief Judge from 2002-07. After graduating from law school, 
Judge Wedoff became a partner and member of the executive committee at the Chicago law firm 
of Jenner & Block. As co-chair of ABI’s Consumer Bankruptcy Committee, he prepared analyses 
of bankruptcy reform legislation and testified before the House Subcommittee on Commercial & 
Administrative Law. For his work in this area, Judge Wedoff received a special award from ABI. 
He is chair of the Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy Rules and was a member of the working 
group that drafted the means test forms adopted by the Judicial Conference for the implementation 
of BAPCPA. He also drafted the model chapter 13 plan currently used in the Northern District of 
Illinois. Judge Wedoff is the author of the chapter on professional employment in Queenan, Hendel 
and Hillinger, Chapter 11 Theory and Practice (LRP Publications 1994), and has been an associate 
editor of the American Bankruptcy Law Journal. He has also been a member of the Advisory Com-
mittee on Bankruptcy Rules since 2004 and has served as its chair since 2010. Judge Wedoff served 
as president of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges in 2013, and sits on ABI’s Executive 
Committee. He is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and a member of the National 
Bankruptcy Conference. Judge Wedoff presided over the chapter 11 reorganization of United Air 
Lines, and received the Excellence in Education Award from the National Conference of Bank-
ruptcy Judges in 1995. He graduated from the college and law school of the University of Chicago.

Prof. Jay L. Westbrook is the Benno C. Schmidt Chair of Business Law at The University of 
Texas School of Law in Austin, Texas. He has also taught at Harvard Law School, the University 
of London and Humboldt University-Berlin. Prof. Westbrook headed the American Law Institute 
Transnational Insolvency Project and the U.S. Delegation to the UNICITRAL Working Group on 
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Transnational Insolvency. Among his books and articles are The Law of Debtors and Creditors (As-
pen 6th ed. 2009) (co-author) and A Global View of Business Insolvency Systems (Martinus Nijhoff  
2010) (senior editor and co-author). He also co-wrote the Warren & Westbrook column for several 
years in the ABI Journal with now-Senator Elizabeth Warren (D. Mass.). Prof. Westbrook serves as 
a consultant to the IMF and the World Bank. He received both his B.A. and J.D. from the University 
of Texas at Austin.

Hon. Brenda Moody Whinery is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Arizona in Tucson, 
sworn in on Feb. 1, 2013. Previously, she was with the Phoenix law firm of Ryley, Carlock & 
Applewhite, where she practiced in the areas of bankruptcy, creditors’ rights and real estate, primar-
ily representing institutional clients and unsecured creditors’ committees. She also co-chaired the 
firm’s bankruptcy practice group. In 1998, Judge Whinery became the U.S. Trustee for the District 
of Arizona, and during her tenure also served as the Acting U.S. Trustee for New Mexico, Southern 
California, Hawaii, Guam and the Northern Mariana Islands. In 2002, she returned to private prac-
tice and joined the firm of Mesch, Clark & Rothschild in Tucson. As a shareholder at Mesch, Clark 
& Rothschild, her practice was concentrated in commercial bankruptcy reorganization matters, 
representing debtors, creditors’ committees and chapter 11 trustees, and she also served as a chapter 
11 trustee. In addition, she was also active in the firm’s management, serving on the management 
committee and as president of the corporate entity. Judge Whinery is a Fellow of the American Col-
lege of Bankruptcy. She is also a member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and sits 
on the Endowment for Education Committee and the Public Outreach Committee. Judge Whinery 
is a 1982 graduate of the University of Arizona and received her J.D. from the University of Arizona 
College of Law in 1985, where she served as a writer and editor on the Arizona Law Review.


