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Colin McNeill Adams is a managing director at Morgan Stanley & Co., LLC in New York and heads 
its Distressed and Special Situations Group, which focuses on transactions in the U.S., U.K. and Eu-
rope. His recent transactions have included a first-of-its-kind $150 million receivables financing for 
Skillsoft Corp., the restructuring of an approximately $90 million senior secured loan for Colt Defense 
LLC, and the refinancing of Mood Media’s unsecured convertible notes with new securities issued 
by that company’s European parent. He is also on the Management Committee for Morgan Stanley’s 
Fixed Income lending businesses. Before joining Morgan Stanley, Mr. Adams was a managing direc-
tor with Citadel Securities, where he acted as a financial advisor to companies and creditor groups in 
both in- and out-of-court restructurings. Prior to this, he was a partner in the Restructuring Group of 
Kirkland & Ellis LLP. Mr. Adams received his A.B. in history and economics from Duke University 
and his J.D. with a certificate in business law from the University of California Los Angeles.

Sam J. Alberts is a partner in Dentons’ Restructuring, Insolvency and Bankruptcy Group in Wash-
ington, D.C. Ranked by Chambers USA for the tenth consecutive year, he is experienced in both in- 
and out-of-court restructurings, both in the U.S. and abroad. Named in The Best Lawyers in America 
(2017) for the seventh consecutive year and listed in The Legal 500 US, Mr. Alberts has represented 
creditors, debtors, committees, governmental and nongovernmental entities and other parties in many 
large and complex insolvency matters. He has investigation and first-chair litigation experience, and 
has performed significant work with respect to matters involving distressed health care entities and 
financial institutions. In 2016, Mr. Alberts was recognized in The Deal Pipeline’s “Top Bankruptcy 
Lawyers” league table and as a “Local Litigation Star” in the District of Columbia by Benchmark 
Litigation. He is admitted to practice in the District of Columbia, Maryland and Virginia, and before 
the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, Fourth Circuit and Ninth Circuit, the 
U.S. Court of Federal Claims, and the U.S. District Courts for the District of Columbia, Eastern and 
Western Districts of Virginia and the Western District of Washington. Mr. Alberts received his B.A. 
cum laude in 1987 from New York University and his J.D. in 1992 with honors from George Wash-
ington University School of Law.

Wesley H. Avery is a sole bankruptcy practitioner with the Law Offices of Wesley H. Avery, APC 
in Pasadena, Calif., and a member of the California State Bar. He is also a chapter 7 panel trustee 
and a chapter 12 trustee for the Central District of California. Mr. Avery is certified as a specialist in 
Bankruptcy Law by the State Bar of California and the American Board of Certification. He is AV-
rated by Martindale Hubbell and 10.0 by Avvo, and has been a Super Lawyer since 2006. Mr. Avery 
is admitted to the U.S. Supreme Court, the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, all Federal District Courts 
of California, other federal courts and the California Supreme Court. He previously served as a ma-
jor in the U.S. Army from 1996-97, at which time he was awarded the Meritorious Service Medal. 
He is a member of the ABA Subcommittee on Legal Specialization, was chairman of the California 
State Bar Bankruptcy Law Advisory Commission (2004-05) and was chairman of the State Board of 
Legal Specialization (2010-11). Mr. Avery received his B.A. with highest honors in economics and 
in political science from the University of California at Davis in 1980 (where he was elected to Phi 
Beta Kappa), his M.B.A. from Harvard Business School in 1984 and his J.D. from the University of 
California at Los Angeles in 1991.

Shane V. Azzara is a financial advisor with Citigroup Global Markets in New York and has more than 
16 years of experience.
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Hon. Martin R. Barash is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Central District of California in Wood-
land Hills, sworn in on March 26, 2015. He brings more than 20 years of legal experience to the 
bench. Prior to his appointment, Judge Barash had served as a partner at Klee, Tuchin, Bogdanoff & 
Stern LLP in Los Angeles since 2001, where he counseled parties in chapter 11 cases and litigated 
chapter 7 and chapter 11 bankruptcy cases. Following law school, he clerked for Judge Procter R. 
Hug, Jr. of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit from 1992-93. Judge Barash is a member 
of ABI’s Board of Directors. He also serves as a director of the Judicial Leadership Development 
Council and is a member of the NCBJ Committee on Judicial Security. He previously was a member 
of the board of directors for the Los Angeles Bankruptcy Forum. Judge Barash is a frequent panelist 
on bankruptcy law issues and has been a guest lecturer at the UCLA School of Law. He has also been 
involved in the local legal community as a pro bono attorney with the Public Counsel Chapter 7 Reaf-
firmation Hearing Clinic, and has been a volunteer judge for a course on negotiating and confirming 
chapter 11 plans at the UCLA School of Law and with UCLA’s Mock Trial Competition. He currently 
serves as a director and immediate past president of the Junior Statesmen Foundation, a national, non-
partisan organization sponsoring civics education programs for high school students. Judge Barash 
received his A.B. magna cum laude in 1989 from Princeton University and his J.D. in 1992 from the 
UCLA School of Law, where he served as member, editor, business manager and symposium editor 
of the UCLA Law Review.

Leon D. Bayer is a founding partner in the law firm of Bayer, Wishman & Leotta in Los Angeles and 
is a Certified Specialist in Bankruptcy Law by the State Bar of California Board of Legal Specializa-
tion. Mr. Bayer has received a commendation for his volunteer legal services every year since 2004 
from the State Bar of California, Board of Legal Specialization. He served as president (1995-96) of 
the Los Angeles Bankruptcy Forum, member of the Los Angeles County Bar Association’s Commit-
tee on Commercial Law & Bankruptcy (1988), member of the Law Advisory Commission-Personal 
& Small Business Bankruptcy Law of the State Bar of California (1996-2000) and was concurrently 
a State Bar Legal Specialization Bankruptcy Exam Grader and Question Writer. His publications 
include “The Essentials Of Chapter 13,” Daily Journal Report, Dec. 18, 1987; contributing editor to 
“Basic Bankruptcy,” California Practice Handbook (Matthew Bender 1992, 1993); and a reviewer 
and contributing author for the CEB bankruptcy practice guide Personal and Small Business Practice 
in California (2003). Mr. Bayer has testified in court as a legal expert in bankruptcy law malpractice 
suits and been a frequent law lecturer. He has also been interviewed a number of times on tv and ra-
dio. Mr. Bayer received his B.A. in 1975 from California State University at Northridge and his J.D. 
in 1979 from the University of LaVerne College of Law.

Philip Bentley is a partner in the Corporate Restructuring and Bankruptcy Department at Kramer 
Levin Naftalis & Frankel LLP in New York, where he specializes in bankruptcy litigation. His ex-
perience includes the representation of the Franklin and Oppenheimer funds in litigation arising out 
of Puerto Rico’s financial crisis, including the successful suit (affirmed by the U.S. Supreme Court) 
to strike down Puerto Rico’s Debt Enforcement & Recovery Act and ongoing litigation challeng-
ing the island’s Moratorium Act; the second-lien bondholders in intercreditor litigation in the EFIH 
bankruptcy; the creditors’ committee in the ResCap bankruptcy in litigation challenging ResCap’s 
proposed $8.7 billion settlement of its RMBS liabilities; the equity committee in the W.R. Grace 
bankruptcy; the creditors’ committee in the General Motors bankruptcy in litigation to estimate GM’s 
aggregate asbestos liabilities; the creditors’ committee in the Chrysler bankruptcy in its investigation 
of multibillion-dollar claims against Daimler AG; the FrontierVision noteholders in the Adelphia 
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bankruptcy at a six-week trial of intercompany claims; and subordinated MCI bondholders in the 
WorldCom bankruptcy in litigation opposing confirmation of WorldCom’s initial plan of reorganiza-
tion. Mr. Bentley has repeatedly been selected for inclusion in The Best Lawyers in America and in 
New York Super Lawyers, and serves on the Policy and News York Committees of Human Rights 
Watch. He received his B.A. cum laude from Yale University and his J.D. cum laude from Columbia 
Law School, where he was a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar.

Edward C. Boltz is a member of the Law Offices of John T. Orcutt, P.C. in Durham, N.C., and has 
managed the firm’s Durham office since 1998. He represents clients in chapter 13 and 7 bankruptcies, 
as well as in related consumer rights litigation, including fighting abusive mortgage practices. He is 
a member of the North Carolina State Bar, where he has been certified as a specialist in consumer 
bankruptcy law, and he is admitted to practice before the U.S. Districts Courts in both the Eastern and 
Middle Districts of North Carolina. Mr. Boltz is the current president of the National Association of 
Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys (NACBA) and previously served as its secretary, and he has been 
jointly responsible for directing the NACBA State Chair program. He has also served on the Bank-
ruptcy Council for the North Carolina Bar Association and previously served as the bankruptcy chair 
for the North Carolina Association of Trial Lawyers. Mr. Boltz received his B.A. from Washington 
University in St. Louis in 1993 and his J.D. from George Washington University in 1996.

J. Scott Bovitz is a senior partner with Bovitz & Spitzer in Los Angeles, where he practices both 
consumer and business bankruptcy law and represents debtors and creditors. He is Board Certified 
in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification, for which he serves as Trea-
surer for 2016, and he is a Certified Specialist in Bankruptcy Law for the State Bar of California 
Board of Legal Specialization, which he chaired from 2005-06. Mr. Bovitz is rated AV-Preeminent 
by Martindale-Hubbell and has been selected as a Southern California Super Lawyer in Bankruptcy 
& Creditor/Debtor Rights since 2004. He sits on the Committee of Bar Examiners for the State Bar 
of California and chaired its Subcommittee on Operations & Management from 2013-14 and its Sub-
committee on Examinations from 2012-13. Mr. Bovitz is a contributing author to Norton Bankruptcy 
Law and Practice, a coordinating editor of the ABI Journal, and a former executive editor of Personal 
and Small Business Bankruptcy Practice in California. He also served as an adjunct professor of law 
at Loyola Law School in Los Angeles and served a term as president of the Los Angeles Bankruptcy 
Forum, as both education and conference co-chair of the California Bankruptcy Forum, and on the 
Board of Governors of the Financial Lawyers Conference. He is also a member of the Information 
Technology Committee of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Central District of California. Mr. Bo-
vitz received his J.D. in 1980 from Loyola Law School in Los Angeles.

Dennis N. Brager is the founder of Brager Tax Law Group in Los Angeles and is a nationally recog-
nized California State Bar Certified Tax Specialist and former senior tax attorney for the IRS’s Office 
of Chief Counsel. He has been named by Los Angeles Magazine as a “Southern California Super 
Lawyer.” Mr. Brager has written numerous articles on tax problems and has been quoted as a tax 
expert by many publications, including the Daily Journal, BusinessWeek, The National Law Journal, 
USA Today and Taxes - The Tax Magazine. He has also appeared on “Good Morning America,” “Fox 
Business News,” “TV One Access” and KSRO-Newstalk 1350. Mr. Brager is a former chair of the 
Tax Compliance, Procedure and Litigation Committee of the Los Angeles County Bar Association 
and the California State Bar’s Tax Procedure and Litigation Committee. He is admitted to practice 
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before the U.S. Supreme Court and the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, U.S. Claims Court, U.S. Tax 
Court, U.S. District Court and bankruptcy courts. Mr. Brager received his B.B.A. magna cum laude 
in 1975 in accounting/finance from Pace University and his J.D. from New York University in 1978.

Justin Brass is a managing director of Burford Capital LLC in New York and focuses on law and 
finance. He began his career at Greenberg Traurig in Miami before serving as a law clerk for Judge 
Robert D. Drain in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of New York. After complet-
ing his clerkship, he joined the bankruptcy and corporate reorganization group at Paul, Weiss in New 
York. Mr. Brass received his J.D. from Stetson University College of Law, where he received the ABI 
Medal of Excellence in Bankruptcy Studies, and his LL.M. in Bankruptcy from St. John’s University 
School of Law.

Jennifer L. Braun is the Assistant U.S. Trustee for the Woodland Hills, Calif., office of the U.S. 
Trustee, which handles cases filed in the San Fernando Valley Division and the Northern Division 
of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Central District of California. She supervises all aspects of 
the Woodland Hills office’s practice, including civil actions to combat bankruptcy fraud and abuse, 
oversight of chapter 11 cases, oversight of chapter 7 and chapter 13 trustees, and office administra-
tion. Before joining the U.S. Trustee Program in 2002, Ms. Braun worked as a supervising attorney at 
Bet Tzedek Legal Services, representing low-income clients in consumer protection, bankruptcy and 
other matters. Prior to her work for Bet Tzedek, she litigated employment cases in private practice at 
the firm of Vladeck, Waldman, Elias & Engelhard in New York. Ms. Braun received her Bachelor’s 
degree cum laude in English and government from Pomona College, her Master’s degree in English 
from the University of Chicago, and her J.D. from the University of California at Berkeley School of 
Law.

Prof. Ralph Brubaker is the Carl L. Vacketta Professor of Law at the University of Illinois College 
of Law in Champaign, Ill., where he teaches courses in bankruptcy, bankruptcy procedure, corporate 
reorganizations, contracts, conflict of laws and restitution. He clerked for Judge James K. Logan of 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit, and he practiced in the bankruptcy and corporate re-
organization group with the law firm Squire, Sanders & Dempsey in Cleveland. Prof. Brubaker was 
a member of the faculty at the Emory University School of Law in Atlanta from 1995-2004, when he 
returned to his alma mater. He is the editor-in-chief and a contributing author for Thomson Reuters’ 
Bankruptcy Law Letter, he is co-author of a bankruptcy casebook, and he has written dozens of jour-
nal articles and essays. He is particularly expert in the complex jurisdictional and procedural facets of 
federal bankruptcy proceedings. Prof. Brubaker has served as an editorial advisor for the American 
Bankruptcy Law Journal, the ABI Law Review and the Emory Bankruptcy Developments Journal. He 
is a member of the American Law Institute and a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, for 
which he currently serves as the Scholar-in-Residence. Prof. Brubaker has served on ABI’s Executive 
Committee and was a member of the advisory committee on 363 sales for ABI’s 2014 Commission 
to Study the Reform of Chapter 11. He holds three degrees from the University of Illinois, including 
his J.D. summa cum laude and an M.B.A., and he received Bronze Tablet distinction (highest honors) 
and CPA certification as an undergraduate.

Thomas R. Califano is a partner and U.S. co-chair of the Restructuring Practice Group of DLA Piper 
in New York. He has a broad-ranging practice in all aspects of insolvency matters, including out-of-
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court workouts and chapter 11 reorganizations and liquidations. Mr. Califano represents distressed 
private and public companies, funds, purchasers of distressed debt and parties in interest, including 
board of directors of distressed companies. His particular emphasis is on company and buyer-side 
representation, and he has extensive experience in health care industry restructurings. Mr. Califano 
is a member of ABI, the Turnaround Management Association, the New York City Bar Association’s 
Bankruptcy Committee and the American Health Lawyers Association. He is admitted to practice be-
fore the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the Second and Third Circuits and the U.S. District Courts for the 
Eastern and Northern Districts of New York. Mr. Califano received his B.A. in 1983 from St. John’s 
University and his J.D. in 1988 from St. John’s University School of Law, where he was a member of 
its law review and a recipient of the St. Thomas More Scholarship.

Hon. Kevin J. Carey is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Delaware in Wilmington, first ap-
pointed in 2005 and serving as Chief Judge from 2008-11. He previously served as a U.S. bankruptcy 
judge for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, appointed on Jan. 25, 2001. Judge Carey began his 
legal career clerking for Hon. Thomas M. Twardowski, then served as clerk of court for the Eastern 
District of Pennsylvania. He is a member of the Committee on Space and Facilities of the Judicial 
Conference of the U.S., and sits on the Third Circuit Judicial Council’s Facilities and Security Com-
mittee. Judge Carey is the immediate past global chairman of the Turnaround Management Associa-
tion, is a member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and is an ABI Board member. 
Judge Carey is a part-time adjunct professor at Temple University’s Beasley School of Law and St. 
John’s University’s LL.M. in Bankruptcy program, and is a contributing author to the Collier Forms 
Manual and Collier on Bankruptcy. He received his B.A. in 1976 from Pennsylvania State University 
and his J.D. in 1979 from Villanova University School of Law.

Dean Erwin Chemerinsky is the founding dean, distinguished professor of law and Raymond Pryke 
Professor of First Amendment Law at the University of California - Irvine School of Law in Irvine, 
Calif., with a joint appointment in political science. Prior to assuming this position in 2008, he was 
the Alston and Bird Professor of Law and Political Science at Duke University from 2004-08, and 
before that was a professor at the University of Southern California Law School from 1983-2004, 
including as the Sydney M. Irmas Professor of Public Interest Law, Legal Ethics, and Political Sci-
ence. He also has taught at DePaul College of Law and UCLA Law School. Dean Chemerinsky is the 
author of 10 books, including The Case Against the Supreme Court, published by Viking in 2014, and 
two books to be published by Yale University Press in 2017, Closing the Courthouse Doors: How the 
Supreme Court Made Your Rights Unenforceable and Renewing Free Speech on College Campuses 
(with Howard Gillman). He also is the author of more than 200 law review articles. Dean Chemer-
insky writes a weekly column for the Orange County Register, monthly columns for the ABA Jour-
nal and the Daily Journal, and frequent op-eds in newspapers across the country. In January 2014, 
National Jurist magazine named him the most influential person in legal education in the U.S. Dean 
Chemerinsky received his B.S. from Northwestern University and his J.D. from Harvard Law School.

Hon. Scott C. Clarkson is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Central District of California in Santa 
Ana, appointed on Jan. 20, 2011, and has also sat on the Ninth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel. 
Prior to his appointment, Judge Clarkson practiced bankruptcy law and bankruptcy litigation for 
more than 20 years in Los Angeles, and he served as chair of the Los Angeles County Bar Associa-
tion’s Commercial Law and Bankruptcy Section from 2008-09. He has served on the board of direc-
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tors of the Orange County Federal Bar Association and the Orange County Bar Association, and has 
lectured on ethics and civility for the annual Los Angeles Federal Bar Association Ethics Program. 
From 1977-82, Judge Clarkson was a legislative assistant to U.S. Congressman Harold L. Volkmer 
in Washington, D.C., and was assigned to the U.S. House of Representatives Judiciary Committee, 
where he was a direct observer of and participant in the creation of the 1978 Bankruptcy Code in the 
House. He later clerked for Hon. William L. Hungate, U.S. District Judge for the Eastern District of 
Missouri. Judge Clarkson has also been an established documentary photographer in the U.S., South-
east and Central Asia, and South America for more than 20 years. He also traveled to Afghanistan, 
Pakistan and Kashmir in 2008-09, and Jordan and Syria in 2014, covering recent events in these 
regions of the world. Judge Clarkson received his undergraduate degree from Indiana University in 
Bloomington in 1979 and his J.D. from George Mason University School of Law in 1982.

Leslie A. Cohen is an attorney and owner of Leslie Cohen Law, PC in Santa Monica, Calif., where 
she represents various businesses and individuals in bankruptcy and insolvency matters, financial dis-
putes, structuring, restructuring, reorganization and adversary proceedings. She has represented nu-
merous asset-purchasers and sellers in negotiating and litigating bankruptcy acquisitions and contract 
assumptions and rejections. She also advises companies on the structuring and funding of special-
purpose entities, distress acquisitions and related transactions. Ms. Cohen is a frequent speaker and 
has presented before the International Conference of Shopping Centers, the National Conference of 
Bankruptcy Judges, the Financial Lawyers Conference, the Los Angeles Bankruptcy Forum, ABI and 
the Century City Bar Association. She has repeatedly been recognized in Super Lawyers magazine as 
one of the top attorneys in Southern California, and she is an editor, board member and contributing 
author of the California Bankruptcy Journal, in which she has published numerous articles. Ms. Co-
hen is admitted to the State Bar of California and received her J.D. from UCLA School of Law. She 
regularly lectures at the UCLA undergraduate business law program and the UCLA Anderson School 
of Business graduate program.

Kathryn A. Coleman is a partner in Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP’s New York office and has han-
dled a wide range of insolvency-sensitive and other high-stakes matters in her more than 30 years in 
practice, including dealing with “bet-the-company” litigation claims, chapter 11 cases for U.S. and 
non-U.S. companies, cross-border insolvency matters, out-of-court restructurings, acquisitions and 
investments. Her clients include individuals and companies defending trade secret theft and RICO 
lawsuits, publicly traded and privately held companies restructuring their financial affairs, tradition-
al and nontraditional secured lenders, unsecured creditors (both official committees and significant 
creditors for their own account), equity-holders, potential acquirers, equity sponsors, and financial 
and strategic buyers. Ms. Coleman is a trusted advisor to the inner management circles of her clients, 
with substantial expertise in advising management and boards of directors on corporate governance, 
fiduciary duty and D&O insurance matters. She has advised clients on, and litigated at the trial and 
appellate levels, the significant legal issues inherent in modern restructuring and finance practice, 
including contested plan confirmations, prepackaged plans, credit bidding, exclusivity, debtor-in-
possession financings, valuation, adequate protection of security interests, the ability to collaterally 
attack orders of the bankruptcy court and cash-collateral usage. She has substantial experience liti-
gating venue, remand, removal and stay issues, and has represented recovery trustees dealing with 
myriad post-confirmation issues and litigation. Ms. Coleman is a Fellow of the American College 
of Bankruptcy and serves on ABI’s Board of Directors, for which she co-chairs its annual Complex 
Financial Restructuring Program. She frequently speaks on bankruptcy law and distressed investing, 
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participating in programs sponsored by the Practising Law Institute, ABI, the Turnaround Manage-
ment Association, AIRA, the M&A Advisor, the New York City Bar Association and the American 
Bar Association. She also serves on the Steering Committee of the NYC Bankruptcy Assistance Proj-
ect. Ms. Coleman graduated magna cum laude from Pomona College and earned her J.D. from Boalt 
Hall School of Law (U.C. Berkeley), subsequently clerking for Hon. C. Martin Pence, U.S. District 
Judge for the District of Hawaii.

Hon. Daniel P. Collins is Chief Bankruptcy Judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of 
Arizona in Phoenix, appointed as bankruptcy judge on Jan. 18, 2013, and as chief judge on March 
17, 2014. Previously, he was a shareholder with the law firm of Collins, May, Potenza, Baran & Gil-
lespie, P.C., in downtown Phoenix, practicing primarily in the areas of bankruptcy, commercial litiga-
tion and commercial transactions. Judge Collins served on the State Bar of Arizona’s Subcommittee 
on the Uniform Fraudulent Transfer Act. He also chaired the Bankruptcy Section of the State of 
Arizona from 1995-96 and was a lawyer representative to the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. Judge 
Collins is a frequent speaker on such topics as professionalism and civility, fraudulent transfers, dis-
charge litigation, trial practice, reaffirmation agreements, the intersection of bankruptcy and marital 
dissolution, receiverships, bankruptcy sales, bankruptcy claims classification, trustee representation, 
pensions in bankruptcy, bankruptcy appeals and debtor/ creditor law. He is a member of ABI, the 
National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees, the State Bar of Arizona and the Maricopa County Bar 
Association, and he currently serves on the board of the Federal Bar Association’s Phoenix Chapter. 
He is also member of the University of Arizona Law School Board of Visitors and was one of the 
founders of the Arizona Bankruptcy American Inns of Court, and he has served for more than 20 
years on the American Arbitration Association’s Commercial Panel. Judge Collins received both his 
B.S. in finance and accounting in 1980 and his J.D. in 1983 from the University of Arizona.

Sonia Colón is a senior member of Ferraiouli LLC in Orlando, Fla., and chairs its Bankruptcy and 
Creditors’ Rights Group. She has focused her practice on insolvency-related matters, including work-
outs, debt restructuring and complex commercial litigation in which she represents various parties, 
including institutional lenders, investors and insurance companies, in all aspects of bankruptcy and 
workouts. Ms. Colón has written extensively on the Puerto Rico fiscal and economic crisis, publish-
ing various articles on the topic. She lectures nationally and internationally on various aspects of 
bankruptcy, including Puerto Rico’s fiscal crisis, before ABI, the Association of Insolvency & Re-
structuring Advisors, and in various universities including Puerto Rico, Boston, Duke, Stetson and 
Texas Universities. Ms. Colón chairs the National Hispanic Bar Association’s Task Force on Puerto 
Rico, which played an important role in the congressional and executive efforts for the enactment of 
PROMESA. She is frequently quoted in local and national newspapers and other business publica-
tions. After clerking for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Puerto Rico from 1998 to 2001, 
Ms. Colón joined another major law firm in San Juan, P.R., where she became a partner and a member 
of its bankruptcy practice group. She is admitted to the Bars of Puerto Rico, Florida, the U.S. and 
Puerto Rico Supreme Courts, the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the First and Eleventh Circuits, the U.S. 
District Courts for the Middle District of Florida and the District of Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Court 
of International Trade. Ms. Colón is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American 
Board of Certification and is a member of ABI, the Puerto Rico Bar Association and the Central 
Florida Bankruptcy Law Association. She received her B.S. in foreign service from Georgetown Uni-
versity and her J.D. from the University of Puerto Rico School of Law, and attended the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology’s Minority Introduction to Engineering and Science (MITES) Program.
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Richard J. Cooper is a partner with Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP in New York, where he 
focuses his practice on international and domestic restructurings both in the private and public sec-
tors. He has represented debtors, sovereigns, buyers and sellers of distressed assets and securities, 
creditor committees, DIP lenders, and other participants in out-of-court and in-court bankruptcy pro-
ceedings. Mr. Cooper is currently leading the team advising the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico with 
the restructuring of approximately $73 billion of indebtedness and with the enactment of the Puerto 
Rico Public Corporation Debt Enforcement and Recovery Act (known as the Recovery Act) and the 
Puerto Rico Emergency Moratorium and Rehabilitation Act (known as the Moratorium Act or Act 
21). He also played a lead role in the development and passage of the federal statute known as the 
Puerto Rico Oversight, Management and Economic Stability Act, or “PROMESA,” which creates the 
first federal debt-restructuring regime available to U.S. territories, including Puerto Rico. Mr. Cooper 
was an early advocate of PROMESA, lobbying for its passage in Washington D.C. and San Juan, 
and was deeply involved in the negotiation and drafting of many of its provisions. Additionally, he is 
leading the team advising the Puerto Rico Electric Power Authority (PREPA), the largest municipal 
utility in the U.S., in its restructuring of over $9.5 billion of indebtedness and related matters, and the 
Government Development Bank of Puerto Rico in its negotiations with creditors. Mr. Cooper has also 
worked on the U.S. restructurings of Aleris, America West Airlines, Circle K, Color Tile, Continental 
Airlines, Foxwoods Casino, Insight Healthcare, Lehman Brothers, Milagro Holdings, Pan American 
Airways, Revco and Van Camp Seafood, among others. In Latin America, he has advised on many 
of the most high-profile restructuring transactions in recent years, including OGPar, Oi, GVO, OAS, 
Odebrecht Oil and Gas, Rioprevidencia and Tonon in Brazil; ICA, GEO, Oceanografía and Oro Ne-
gro in Mexico; San Antonio Oil and Gas in Argentina; and Gildemeister and Alsacia and Express in 
Chile, among others. Mr. Cooper was recognized in 2014 by Law360 as an MVP in bankruptcy and 
restructuring and by the Financial Times in its fifth annual North America Innovative Lawyers Report 
for his role in representing a consortium of creditors in OGX’s bankruptcy. In addition, he is interna-
tionally distinguished as one of the world’s leading lawyers by Chambers Latin America, The Legal 
500 Latin America, Latin Lawyer 250, Latinvex’s Top 100 Lawyers, Chambers Global, Chambers 
USA, The Legal 500 U.S., IFLR 1000, The Best Lawyers in America and Global M&A Network. Mr. 
Cooper is admitted to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court and the Fisrt Circuit Court of Appeals. 
He received his B.A. in 1982 from Duke University, his M.Sc. in 1983 from the London School of 
Economics and Political Science, and his J.D. in 1986 from Columbia Law School, where he was an 
international fellow with the university’s School of International Affairs.

Jay D. Crom, CPA, CFE, CIRA, ABV is a managing partner with Bachecki, Crom & Co., LLP in 
San Francisco and is admitted as an expert in the San Francisco, Oakland, San Jose and Santa Rosa 
bankruptcy courts in the areas of taxation, insolvency, valuation and transfers accounting. He has 
also served as an examiner in chapter 11 cases. Mr. Crom’s practice has focused on closely held sole-
proprietorship, partnership and corporate valuations, consulting and financial statement accounting, 
bankruptcy taxation, transfers and insolvency analysis, and bankruptcy and receivership account-
ing since 1983. He is a member of ABI, the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, the 
California Society of Certified Public Accountants, the Association of Insolvency and Restructuring 
Advisors, the California Receiver’s Forum, the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees and the 
Bay Area Bankruptcy Forum. Mr. Crom received his B.S.B.A. with an emphasis in accounting from 
California State University in Sacramento in 1980 and attended post-graduate taxation courses at 
Golden Gate University.
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Robert J. Dehney is a partner with Morris, Nichols, Arsht & Tunnell LLP’s Business Reorganiza-
tion and Restructuring Group in Wilmington, Del., and spearheaded the group’s growth. He focuses 
his practice on corporate restructuring and counseling, including representing boards of directors 
and committees, and his representations include such industries as health companies, retail, airline, 
housing, steel manufacturing, insurance, mortgage brokerage and consumer finance. Mr. Dehney 
represents debtors and creditors, secured and unsecured bondholders, and purchasers of distressed 
companies and/or assets in all facets of pre- and post-chapter 11 filings that include out-of-court 
reorganization and restructuring, acquisitions, complex lending arrangements and advice to execu-
tives and boards of directors. He regularly works with inside and outside counsel, turnaround profes-
sionals, crisis-management firms, investment and non-investment bank professionals, and DIP and 
exit financing lenders. Mr. Dehney has been recognized in the 2004‑14 editions of Chambers USA’s 
“Guide to America’s Leading Lawyers for Business,” regarded by The Daily Bankruptcy Review as 
one of the most prolific restructuring and reorganizing practices in the U.S., and 2012, 2010 and 2009 
winner of Turnaround Atlas Awards and 2009 recipient of M&A Advisor U.S. Middle-Market Financ-
ing Award. He is also listed in Delaware Super Lawyers and the Lawdragon 500 – New Stars, New 
Worlds. Mr. Dehney is a frequent speaker before business and professional audiences and has also 
authored numerous articles that have been published in the ABI Journal, the Norton Annual Survey of 
Bankruptcy Law, Global Restructuring Practice and The Journal of Private Equity. He is a member 
of ABI, the American Bar Association and the Delaware State Bar Association, and is admitted to 
practice in Connecticut, Delawre, Pennsylvania and New York. Mr. Dehney received his B.A. from 
Dickinson College in 1987 and his J.D. in 1990 from Pace University, where he was the managing 
editor for the Pace Environmental Law Review.

Douglas E. Deutsch is a partner with Clifford Chance US LLP in New York and has represented 
creditors’ committees, secured and unsecured creditors and indenture trustees. He also represents 
U.S. and non-U.S. business entities in complex commercial disputes. Mr. Deutsch is a regular speaker 
and writer on bankruptcy law topics and is recommended for corporate restructuring in The Legal 
500. He currently serves as ABI’s Vice President-Education. Mr. Deutsch previously co-chaired the 
ABI/FCBA Conference, the ABI/Bloomberg Distressed Lending Conference and ABI’s Mid-Level 
Professional Development Program. He received his B.S. from Drew University and his J.D. from St. 
John’s University School of Law, where he was editor-in-chief of the ABI Law Review. After gradu-
ation, he clerked for the Western District of Texas and then worked as an associate at a Texas law 
firm. He subsequently returned to St. John’s to obtain his LL.M. and was awarded the first American 
Bankruptcy Institute Scholarship.

Hon. Mary Grace Diehl is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Georgia in Atlanta, 
appointed in February 2004. Prior to taking the bench, she was a partner in the litigation section of 
Troutman Sanders LLP and chaired its Bankruptcy Practice Group. During her years in private prac-
tice, she was consistently named in The Best Lawyers in America and Chambers US: America’s Lead-
ing Business Lawyers. Judge Diehl is president of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, 
and serves on the Boards of Directors of ABI and the Turnaround Management Association. She is 
also a Fellow and vice president of the American College of Bankruptcy and a former president of the 
Southeastern Bankruptcy Law Institute. Judge Diehl received the Woman of the Year in Restructuring 
Award in 2008 from IWIRC (International Women in Restructuring Confederation) and is a regular 
speaker at CLE programs. She served as a trustee of Canisius College from 2008-14 and has been 
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an adjunct professor of law at Emory Law School. Judge Diehl received her B.A. summa cum laude 
from Canisius College in Buffalo, N.Y., and her J.D. cum laude from Harvard Law School.

Lisa J. Donahue is a managing director with AlixPartners LLP in New York and global head of its 
Turnaround and Restructuring Group. She specializes in financial and operational turnarounds, reor-
ganizations and corporate transformations spanning such industries as energy, oil and gas, shipping, 
financial services, manufacturing, consumer products and retail, and she has been successful as both 
an interim executive and as a financial advisor. Her assignments include serving as CRO at PREPA 
(Puerto Rico Electric Power Authority), CFO at Atlantic Power Corp., financial and restructuring 
advisor to TBS Shipping, restructuring advisor to TORM, CEO of New World Pasta, CFO of Calpine 
Corp., CRO of SemGroup, CRO and CFO of Exide Technologies, and CFO of Umbro International. 
Ms. Donahue is currently a trustee for the American Red Cross of Greater New York, and a member 
of the senior advisory board for Her Justice, Inc, a New York-based nonprofit organization that pro-
vides assistance to victims of domestic abuse. She is a former member of the board of the Turnaround 
Management Association and is a member of the International Women’s Insolvency and Restructur-
ing Confederation. Ms. Donahue was named one of “New York’s 40 Under 40” by New York Busi-
ness in 2002 and “Woman of the Year” by the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring 
Confederation in 2007. She is also a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, is an ABI Board 
member and sits on ABI’s International Committee. Ms. Donahue received her B.A. in finance and 
accounting from Florida State University.

Hon. Dennis R. Dow is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Missouri in Kansas City, 
appointed on Nov. 10, 2003, by the Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals. Prior to taking the bench, he was 
a partner with the firm of Shook, Hardy & Bacon LLP, where he represented trustees in chapter 7 cas-
es involving significant assets, individual and corporate debtors in proceedings under chapters 7 and 
11, and secured, unsecured and priority creditors and lessors in chapter 7, 11, 12 and 13 cases, and had 
been listed in The Best Lawyers in America in the area of bankruptcy law every year since 1995. He 
also tried numerous adversary proceedings and contested matters, including preference actions, ob-
jections to discharge, dischargeability complaints and objections to confirmation of chapter 11 plans. 
Judge Dow is a pro tem member of the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel. He also serves on the Judicial 
Conference Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy Rules and chairs its subcommittee on forms. Judge 
Dow is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, inducted in March 2013, and was selected 
in November 2014 to become a conferee of the National Bankruptcy Conference. He is a member of 
the Board of Governors of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and serves as a member of 
the faculty of the Advanced Consumer Bankruptcy Practice Institute. Judge Dow is a member of the 
Missouri and Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Associations, and serves as ABI’s Secretary. He received 
his B.A. with honors from the University of Wyoming and his J.D. from Washburn University School 
of Law, where he was notes editor of the Washburn Law Journal.

Hon. Robert D. Drain is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of New York in White 
Plains. Since his appointment, he has presided over such chapter 11 cases as Loral, RCN, Corner-
stone, Refco, Allegiance Telecom, Delphi, Coudert Brothers, Frontier Airlines, Star Tribune, Read-
er’s Digest, A&P, Hostess Brands, Christian Brothers and Momentive. He also has presided over the 
ancillary or plenary cases of Corporacion Durango, Satellites Mexicanas, Parmalat S.p.A. and its 
affiliated U.S. debtors, Varig S.A., Yukos (II), SphinX, Galvex Steel, TBS Shipping, Excel Maritime 
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and Nautilus, and has served as the court-appointed mediator in a number of chapter 11 cases. Prior 
to his appointment to the bench in May 2002, Judge Drain was a partner in the bankruptcy department 
of Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison, where he represented debtors, trustees, secured and 
unsecured creditors, official and unofficial creditors’ committees, and buyers of distressed businesses 
and distressed debt in chapter 11 cases, out-of-court restructurings and bankruptcy-related litigation. 
He was also actively involved in several transnational insolvency matters. Judge Drain is a Fellow 
of the American College of Bankruptcy and a member of ABI, the National Conference of Bank-
ruptcy Judges and the International Insolvency Institute, and he is a past member and secretary of the 
Bankruptcy and Reorganization Committee of the Association of the Bar of the City of New York. 
An adjunct professor at St. John’s University School of Law’s LL.M. in Bankruptcy program, he has 
lectured and written on numerous bankruptcy-related topics and is the author of a novel, The Great 
Work in the United States of America. Judge Drain received his B.A. cum laude from Yale University 
and his J.D. from Columbia University School of Law, where he was a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar 
for three years.

Mark I. Duedall is a partner in the Atlanta office of Bryan Cave LLP in the firm’s Bankruptcy, Re-
structuring & Creditor’s Rights group. He represents various parties in restructuring matters, includ-
ing acquirers, debtors, secured and mezzanine lenders, creditors’ committees, receivers and other 
financial advisors. He has also handled traditional corporate matters such as acquisitions, disposi-
tions, recapitalizations and finance transactions. Previously, Mr. Duedall was a partner with another 
large international law firm and served as head of the Southeast Financial Restructuring Group with 
Houlihan Lokey, where he represented clients in capital markets transactions, out-of-court restructur-
ings and distressed sales. He is also a contributing editor to Norton’s Bankruptcy Law and Practice 
and a co-author of a new chapter in the Norton’s treatise entitled “Depositions.” Mr. Duedall received 
his B.S. magna cum laude in 1991 from Florida State University and his J.D. with distinction from 
Emory University in 1994.

Nan Roberts Eitel is associate general counsel for chapter 11 for the Executive Office for U.S. Trust-
ees (EOUST) in Washington, D.C. Working with other members of the General Counsel’s office, Ms. 
Eitel is responsible for handling all chapter 11 cases supervised by the U.S. Trustee Program (USTP). 
She advises the USTP’s 93 field offices and 21 regions on complex chapter 11 issues, and coordinates 
with the EOUST to develop and promote consistent positions on chapter 11 issues significant to the 
USTP. Before joining the EOUST, Ms. Eitel was a partner in the law firm of Jones Walker, where she 
practiced in bankruptcy and commercial litigation for 21 years. Ms. Eitel received her J.D. from the 
University of Virginia School of Law and her B.A. cum laude from Georgetown University in 1984.

Prof. Jared A. Ellias is an is associate professor of law at the University of California, Hastings Col-
lege of the Law in San Francisco. He joined the UC Hastings faculty in the fall of 2014 after serving 
as a lecturer and teaching fellow at Stanford Law School. Prior to joining Stanford Law School, Prof. 
Ellias was an associate in private practice at Brown Rudnick LLP in New York, where he represented 
financial institutions and ad hoc and statutory creditor committees in corporate restructuring transac-
tions, both in and out of bankruptcy court. His current research focuses on the governance of large 
bankrupt firms and the role played by activist investors. He is also studying agency costs in distressed 
firms more generally. Prof. Ellias’s research interests include corporate bankruptcy, corporate gover-
nance, contract law, empirical methods in social science and law and economics.
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Hon. Michael A. Fagone is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Maine in Bangor, appointed 
in April 2015. Previously, he was co-chair of Bernstein Shur’s Business Restructuring and Insolvency 
Practice Group in Portland, where he specialized in bankruptcy and insolvency law. While practic-
ing law, he was recognized in The Best Lawyers in America and by Chambers USA as one of the top 
bankruptcy lawyers in Maine. Judge Fagone is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the 
American Board of Certification and serves on ABI’s Board of Directors. He received his B.A. from 
Amherst College in 1993 and his J.D. summa cum laude from the University of Maine School of Law 
in 1997.

Peter L. Fear is a bankruptcy lawyer with Fear Waddell, PC in Fresno, Calif., where he represents 
debtors, creditors and trustees, and he serves as a chapter 7 trustee in the Fresno area. He served on 
the board of directors for the Central California Bankruptcy Association from 2007-11, and he has 
held the following positions with the CCBA: second vice president, first vice president and institute 
chair and president. Mr. Fear is on the board of directors for the California Bankruptcy Forum and is 
a past president (2015) of CBF. He is also a Ninth Circuit Lawyer Representative and is the president 
(2016) of the San Joaquin Valley Chapter of the Federal Bar Association. Mr. Fear is on the Judicial 
Advisory Committee for the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of California and the Clerk’s 
Advisory Committee for the Eastern District of California Bankruptcy Court. In addition, he is a 
member of the Fresno County and Federal Bar Associations, Central California Bankruptcy Associa-
tion, ABI, the Federalist Society and the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys. 
Mr. Fear received his J.D. at Oak Brook College of Law and Government Policy.

Arif Y. Gangat is with Cross Sound Management LLC in Wilton, Conn., and specializes in dis-
tressed-debt investments outside the U.S. He has more than 20 years of experience in distressed and 
equity special situations. Mr. Gangat was previously a managing director at Octavian Advisors and 
Southpaw Asset Management LP, where he managed distressed-debt and special-situations equity 
securities. He was also a managing director at Sandell Asset Management Corp and has been a direc-
tor of Texas Petrochemicals LP since July 14, 2004, as well as an audit committee chairman. From 
1996-2002, Mr. Gangat served as a research analyst for several private investment partnerships.

Hon. Robert E. Gerber is Of Counsel with Joseph Hage Aaronson in New York and a retired U.S. 
Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of New York in New York, appointed in 2000 and reap-
pointed in 2014. He assumed recall status in January 2015 and retired in January 2016. Judge Gerber 
offers services in bankruptcy and commercial arbitration, mediation, fiduciary work and consulting, 
among others. While on the bench, Judge Gerber presided over a wide variety of chapter 11, chapter 
7, chapter 15, § 304 and SIPA cases, including PSINet, Ames Department Stores, Global Crossing, 
Adelphia, ABIZ, Basis Yield Alpha Fund, Lyondell Chemical, BearingPoint, DBSD North America, 
Chemtura, Pinnacle Airlines, Houghton-Mifflin Harcourt and General Motors. He presided over 
more than 20 cases with over $100 million in debt, including 10 with over $1 billion in debt. Judge 
Gerber has published roughly 200 opinions, principally in the business bankruptcy and corporate 
governance areas, and throughout his tenure on the bench was named one of the nation’s outstanding 
bankruptcy judges six times. Prior to taking the bench, he practiced with the firm of Fried, Frank, 
Harris, Shriver & Jacobson in New York City, specializing in securities and commercial litigation 
and, thereafter, bankruptcy litigation and counseling. He is an adjunct professor of law at Columbia 
Law School (where he teaches Columbia’s Advanced Bankruptcy Seminar), a contributing author to 
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Collier on Bankruptcy, and a Fellow in and director of the American College of Bankruptcy. Judge 
Gerber earned his B.S. with high honors in industrial engineering from Rutgers University in 1967 
and his J.D. magna cum laude from Columbia Law School in 1970, where he was a Harlan Fiske 
Stone Scholar and a James Kent Scholar. He then served as a First Lieutenant in the U.S. Air Force 
from 1971-72.

Ronald E. Gold is a member of Frost Brown Todd LLC in Cincinnati, where he serves on the firm’s 
Executive Committee. He concentrates his practice in finance and reorganization law, primarily in the 
area of bankruptcy and out-of-court workouts. Mr. Gold actively represents corporate debtors, bor-
rowers, secured lenders, landlords, creditors’ committees, court-appointed receivers and automotive 
customers in bankruptcy proceedings, restructurings and out-of-court workouts. He also represents 
purchasers of entire businesses or business segments both in and out of chapter 11 and regularly 
counsels equity funds in matters involving distressed real estate. Mr. Gold was inducted as a Fellow 
of the American College of Bankruptcy in 2010. In addition, he is listed in the Bankruptcy Section 
of the 2003-15 editions of The Best Lawyers in America and was named one of Ohio’s leading bank-
ruptcy and restructuring lawyers by Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for Business in the 
2004-15 editions. He was also recognized in Ohio Super Lawyers from 2004-15 by Law and Politics 
magazine. Mr. Gold received his J.D. in 1989 from the University of Pittsburgh.

Craig Goldblatt is partner in the Washington, D.C., office of WilmerHale and is a bankruptcy litiga-
tor with a focus on complex bankruptcy disputes and bankruptcy appeals. The core of his practice 
involves bankruptcy and insolvency-related trial-level matters and appeals — particularly the repre-
sentation of financial institutions and other commercial creditors in bankruptcy litigation. In addition 
to regularly representing clients in contested proceedings in bankruptcy courts, Mr. Goldblatt has 
argued three bankruptcy cases before the U.S. Supreme Court and many bankruptcy cases before fed-
eral courts of appeals. He also represented the Loan Syndications Trading Association in connection 
with its response to the work of the ABI’s Commission on the Reform of Chapter 11. Mr. Goldblatt 
is the chair of the ABA Business Bankruptcy Committee’s Subcommittee on Bankruptcy Litigation, 
having previously chaired its Subcommittee on Bankruptcy Appeals. He is a Fellow in the American 
College of Bankruptcy. Prior to joining WilmerHale, Mr. Goldblatt clerked for Hon. Richard D. Cu-
dahy on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit and for Justice David H. Souter on the U.S. 
Supreme Court. He received his undergraduate degree from the Georgetown University in 1990 and 
his J.D. from the University of Chicago Law School in 1993.

Neil C. Gordon is a partner in Arnall Golden Gregory LLP’s Bankruptcy, Creditors’ Rights and Fi-
nancial Restructuring Practice in Atlanta. For more than 30 years, he has focused his practice exclu-
sively in the areas of bankruptcy, creditors’ rights, debt restructuring, distressed assets and fraud. He 
represents secured and unsecured creditors, creditors’ committees, trustees, receivers and debtors-in-
possession, and also serves as the bankruptcy trustee in chapter 7 and 11 cases and as an SEC receiver. 
Mr. Gordon has served as president, vice president, treasurer, secretary and chair of the Due Process 
and Amicus committees of the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees, and he is a Lifetime 
Member of its President’s Circle. As a current member of the editorial board of the organization’s 
Journal of the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees, he contributes articles quarterly to the 
publication. Mr. Gordon co-chairs ABI’s Legislation Committee and is a Lifetime ABI Member and 
a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy. He was also named Master of the Bench of the 
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Georgia Bankruptcy American Inn of Court. Mr. Gordon served on the advisory board for the Costs 
of BAPCPA/Consumer Bankruptcy Fee Study Final Report (2011). He received his B.B.A. with a 
focus on real estate and urban land studies in 1976 from the University of Florida and his J.D. in 1979 
from the University of Georgia School of Law, after which he clerked for two years for U.S. District 
Court Judge Robert L. Vining, Jr.

David M. Guess is a member of Klee, Tuchin, Bogdanoff & Stern LLP in Los Angeles, where he rep-
resents debtors, secured and unsecured creditors, asset-purchasers, trustees, litigation trusts, fraudu-
lent transfer and preference defendants, landlords and others in mid- to large-sized chapter 11 cases. 
He represented Wet Seal, PacSun, Sport Chalet, Eastern Mountain Sports and Bob’s Stores as debtor’s 
counsel in their chapter 11 cases. He also represented the successful bidder of Hot Dog on a Stick, as 
well as a potential acquirer of Aéropostale. Mr. Guess represented in approximately 50 appeals for a 
bankrupt mechanical insulation contractor with over $1 billion in asbestos-related liabilities whose 
heavily contested chapter 11 plan was confirmed, resulting in an asbestos settlement trust that was 
funded by more than $600 million in insurer settlements. He also represented the bankrupt developer 
of an approximately 4,000-acre upscale resort development with nearly $1 billion in liabilities, and 
a hedge fund in connection with more than $1.6 billion in note and guaranty claims in the Lehman 
Brothers case. Since 2015, Mr. Guess has been named a “Super Lawyer” in Super Lawyers Magazine 
(So. Cal. Edition) and is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell. He is licensed to practice law 
in California, New York and the District of Columbia, and to appear before the U.S. Supreme Court 
and the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the Second, Third and Ninth Circuits. He is also a licensed real 
estate broker. Mr. Guess received his J.D. from UCLA School of Law, where he graduated Order of 
the Coif (fourth in his class) and was an editor of the UCLA Law Review. He also served as a judicial 
extern to both U.S. bankruptcy Judge Thomas B. Donovan and Hon. David G. Sills, Presiding Justice 
of the California Court of Appeals, Fourth District, Division Three, and clerked for U.S. Bankruptcy 
Judge Maureen A. Tighe following law school.

Karim Guirguis, PMP, CAE, is chief information officer of the American Bankruptcy Institute 
in Alexandria, Va., the nation’s largest association of bankruptcy professionals, comprised of over 
12,000 members in multidisciplinary roles, including attorneys, bankers, judges, lenders, professors, 
turnaround specialists, accountants, auctioneers and others. He oversees ABI’s Interactive Media and 
Technology Department, which is responsible for ABI’s website, videos, podcasts, distance-learning 
programs and multimedia production. Mr. Guirguis provides vision and leadership in transforming 
and conducting the company’s internal and external IT plans. He joined the ABI staff in 2002 after 
several positions in website architecture and computer animation, most recently with Disney MGM 
Studios in Florida. Mr. Guirguis’s work has earned several awards from his peers, including the pres-
tigious Horizon Award for ABI’s video honoring its founders, as well as the Webby Award for his 
work with Tiffany Inc. and Polo.com. He is a regular presenter on cutting-edge technology issues for 
professional educators such as the American Society of Association Executives, for which he serves 
on its technology board. Mr. Guirguis received his B.S. in electrical engineering from Cambridge 
University in England and his Master’s in multimedia and animation from George Mason University, 
and he is working toward completing an executive M.B.A. program at the Harvard Business School.

Melissa A. Hager is Of Counsel in the New York office of Morrison & Foerster LLP, where she 
regularly represents official and ad hoc creditors’ committees, debtors, secured creditors and finan-
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cial institutions in numerous industry sectors including financial services, real estate and real estate 
development, mortgage servicing, hospitality and lodging, energy, telecommunications, health care 
and retail. She has more than 20 years of experience advising a wide array of clients in complex busi-
ness reorganizations, debt restructurings, asset sales and insolvency matters throughout the country. 
Her experience also includes representation of bankruptcy examiners, bankruptcy trustees, liquidat-
ing trustees and other post-confirmation creditor fiduciaries. Ms. Hager serves as the U.S. Regional 
Director of the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC) and pre-
viously served as the membership and sponsorship director of the New York IWIRC network. She is 
a member of the WorkOut Professionals operating committee and is also an ABI member. Ms. Hager 
received her B.A. cum laude from Providence College and her J.D. magna cum laude from Quinni-
piac School of Law in Hamden, Conn., where she was an editor of its law review.

Adam C. Harris is chair of Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP’s Business Reorganization Group in New 
York and a member of its Executive Committee. His practice includes corporate restructurings, work-
outs and creditors’ rights litigation, with a particular focus on the representation of investment funds 
and financial institutions in distressed situations. Mr. Harris has represented third-party investors and 
existing creditors in connection with distressed acquisitions, including through the use of “credit bid” 
or similar strategies. He also represents lenders, bondholders, and statutory and ad hoc committees in 
court-supervised and out-of-court restructurings. In addition to representing creditors and acquirers in 
distressed situations, Mr. Harris has represented chapter 11 debtors, as well as portfolio companies in 
out-of-court exchange offers, debt repurchases and other capital restructurings. He received his B.A. 
in 1982 from Emory University and his J.D. magna cum laude in 1986 from Georgetown University 
Law Center.

Hon. Bruce A. Harwood is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of New Hampshire in Man-
chester, first appointed in March 2013. He also serves on the First Circuit’s Bankruptcy Appellate 
Panel. Prior to his appointment, Judge Harwood chaired the Bankruptcy, Insolvency and Creditors’ 
Rights Group at Sheehan Phinney Bass + Green in Manchester, N.H., representing business debtors, 
asset-purchasers, secured and unsecured creditors, creditors’ committees, trustees in bankruptcy, and 
insurance and banking regulators in connection with the rehabilitation and liquidation of insolvent 
insurers and trust companies. He was also a chapter 7 panel trustee in the District of New Hampshire 
and mediated disputes arising in debtor/creditor relations. Judge Harwood was program co-chair of 
ABI’s Northeast Bankruptcy Conference for four years, served on ABI’s Board of Directors (Com-
munication, Information and Technology Committee) and was Northeast Regional Chair of the ABI 
Endowment Fund’s Development Committee. He is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy 
and was consistently recognized in the bankruptcy law section of The Best Lawyers in America and 
in New England Super Lawyers, as well as in Chambers USA with a “Band 1” ranking in the field of 
corporate/commercial bankruptcy. Judge Harwood received his B.A. from Northwestern University 
and his J.D. from Washington University School of Law.

M. Jonathan Hayes is a partner with Simon Resnik Hayes LLP in Sherman Oaks, Calif., where he 
concentrates his practice in bankruptcy and corporate litigation and oversees the firm’s Chapter 11 
Bankruptcy Department. He is a Certified Bankruptcy Specialist by the California Bar Association’s 
Board of Legal Specialization. Mr. Hayes is a lawyer representative to the Ninth Circuit Judicial Con-
ference, is the past president and a member of the board of directors of the Central District Consumer 
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Bankruptcy Attorneys Association, sits on the board of directors of the Los Angeles Bankruptcy 
Forum, is a member of the California State Bar Board of Legal Specialization’s Bankruptcy Law 
Advisory Commission, and has been on the board of editors of the California Bankruptcy Journal 
since 2001. In addition, he has been a member of the panel of mediators of the Bankruptcy Mediation 
Program for the Central District of California since the program’s inception in 1995. Mr. Hayes has 
been an adjunct professor of law at the University of West Los Angeles for the past 26 years, where 
he has taught bankruptcy, business organizations and other subjects. He is the author of A Summary 
of Bankruptcy Law, Second Edition, published in July 2012; Bankruptcy Jurisprudence from the Su-
preme Court, published in 2009; and Melvyn ‘Deacon’ Jones: My 40 Years with the Blues Legends, 
privately published in 2004. Mr. Hayes received his B.A. in 1971 from Loyola University and his J.D. 
in 1977 from Loyola University School of Law.

Brian S. Hermann is a partner with Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP in New York 
and deputy chair of its Bankruptcy and Corporate Reorganization Department. He is also a member 
of the firm’s Media & Entertainment Practice. Mr. Hermann focuses on a range of restructuring and 
bankruptcy matters for both borrower and lender clients. He is experienced in representing clients in 
complex out-of-court restructurings and chapter 11 cases nationwide across a variety of industries. 
Mr. Hermann writes frequently on bankruptcy issues and has published articles that have appeared in 
the New York Law Journal, The Deal, ABI Journal and International Corporate Rescue. He recently 
co-authored the “USA” chapter of The Strategic View - Corporate Restructuring, published by the 
Global Legal Group. Mr. Hermann serves on the Practicing Law Institute’s Bankruptcy and Creditor 
Rights Advisory Committee, and he is recognized in Chambers USA, The Legal 500, The Best Law-
yers in America and Super Lawyers in the area of bankruptcy and corporate restructuring. Some of 
his notable cases have included Hostess Brands, Spectrum Brands, Pacific Gas & Electric Company, 
Mirant Corp. and NRG Energy, Inc. Mr. Hermann received his B.B.A. summa cum laude in 1991 
from Pace University and his J.D. in 1996 from UCLA School of Law.

Thomas M. Horan is the founding member of Shaw Fishman Glantz & Towbin, LLC’s Wilmington, 
Del., office, where he represents official committees of unsecured creditors and debtors in complex 
chapter 11 cases. In addition, he regularly represents secured creditors, trustees and debtor-in-pos-
session lenders in bankruptcy-related disputes. Mr. Horan is a member of ABI’s Board of Directors 
co-chairs its Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Workshop. He actively contributes pro bono legal services 
to deserving causes, including acting as a guardian ad litem through Delaware’s Office of the Child 
Advocate, and representing clients in protection from abuse proceedings through Delaware Volunteer 
Legal Services. Mr. Horan is a frequent speaker on a wide range of bankruptcy topics throughout the 
country, and often contributes articles to the ABI Journal and other publications. Previously, he was a 
partner at Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, LLP and an associate at Morris James LLP. Mr. Horan 
received his B.A. in 1989 and his M.A. in 1992 from Fordham University, and his J.D. cum laude 
from St. John’s University School of Law in 2002, where he was executive notes and comments edi-
tor for the ABI Law Review.

Hon. Barbara J. Houser is the Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Texas in 
Dallas. Upon graduation from law school, she joined Locke, Purnell, Boren, Laney & Neeley in Dal-
las and became a shareholder in 1985. Judge Houser then joined Sheinfeld, Maley & Kay PC in 1988 
as the shareholder in charge of the Dallas office until she was sworn in as a bankruptcy judge on Jan. 
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20, 2000. In 1998, the National Law Journal named her one of the 50 most influential women lawyers 
in America. She was elected a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy in 1994 and currently 
serves as a member of its board of directors. She was also elected a conferee of the National Bank-
ruptcy Conference and served as president of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges from 
2009-10. She is also is a past chairman of the Dallas Bar Association’s Committee on Bankruptcy 
and Corporate Reorganization. In 2011, Judge Houser received the Distinguished Alumni Award for 
Judicial Service from the Dedman School of Law at Southern Methodist University, and she received 
the 2014 William L. Norton Jr., Judicial Excellence Award for her continuing contributions to the 
insolvency community. She currently serves on ABI’s Executive Committee and is a contributing au-
thor to Collier on Bankruptcy (15th ed.) and the Collier Bankruptcy Manual (3rd ed.). Judge Houser 
received her undergraduate degree with high distinction from the University of Nebraska and her 
J.D. from Southern Methodist University Law School, where she was editor of its law review and for 
which she serves as a member of its Executive Board.

Hon. David W. Houston, III is a retired U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Missis-
sippi and practices with Mitchell, McNutt & Sams in Aberdeen, Miss., where his practice is focused 
on commercial transactions, commercial litigation, bankruptcy and creditors’ rights. As a judge, he 
also presided over cases in the Southern District of Mississippi, Middle District of Louisiana, and the 
Northern, Southern and Western Districts of Texas. Judge Houston conducted trials in numerous con-
sumer and complex business cases and authored hundreds of published opinions. Prior to assuming 
the bench, he was a partner for 11 years in the Aberdeen, Miss., law firm of Houston, Chamberlain 
and Houston. He also served as a special agent with the FBI in Washington, D.C., Tampa, Fla., and 
New York City. Due to his experience in the area of alternative dispute resolution, he is available to 
conduct mediation and arbitration proceedings. Judge Houston received his B.B.A. in accountancy in 
1966 and his J.D. in 1969 from the University of Mississippi.

Hon. Stephani W. Humrickhouse is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of North 
Carolina in Raleigh. She has served on the bench since Jan. 6, 2010. She began her legal career with 
Hunton & Williams LLP, and then joined Moore & Van Allen PLLC, where her practice concentrated 
on creditor representation. From 1990 until her appointment, Judge Humrickhouse was a principal 
with Nicholls & Crampton PA in Raleigh, N.C., where her practice primarily involved civil corporate 
litigation and debtor/creditor rights, with a focus on chapter 11 cases. She is Board Certified in Busi-
ness Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification and was designated a Bankruptcy Law 
Specialist by the North Carolina State Bar Board of Specialization. Judge Humrickhouse has been a 
frequent lecturer on bankruptcy and bankruptcy related topics, has served as chair of the North Caro-
lina Bar Association Bankruptcy Section, and has served as chair of the Attorney Advisory Group 
and Local Rules Committee for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of North Carolina, 
as well as on the 2016 planning committee for the Fourth Circuit Judicial Conference. She presently 
serves on various committees of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, including the Inter-
national Judicial Relations Committee and the Cost Containment Committee, and is an editor of the 
American Bankruptcy Law Journal. Judge Humrickhouse received her B.S. in industrial and labor 
relations in 1977 from Cornell University and her J.D. from the University of North Carolina-Chapel 
Hill in 1980.
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Mark S. Indelicato is the managing partner of Hahn & Hessen LLP in New York, where he special-
izes in the practice of bankruptcy and creditors’ rights. He has been counsel to official unsecured 
creditors’ committees in many cases, including Vertellus Specialties Inc., Hancock Fabrics Inc., Fur-
niture Brands International Inc., Associated Wholesalers Inc., Reichhold Industries and some of the 
largest subprime mortgage lender bankruptcies filed, including New Century TRS Holdings Inc. and 
American Home Mortgage Corp. Mr. Indelicato is past chair of Turnaround Management Associa-
tion’s New York Chapter and clerked for Bankruptcy Judge Prudence Beatty of the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court for the Southern District of New York. He graduated cum laude from Stern School of Business 
of New York University and received his J.D. from Fordham Law School.

Hon. Laurel Myerson Isicoff is Chief Judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District 
of Florida in Miami, initiall appointed on Feb. 13, 2006, and named chief judge on Oct. 1, 2016. She 
also serves on ABI’s Board of Directors. Judge Isicoff is the secretary of the National Conference of 
Bankruptcy Judges and a member of the Pro Bono Committee of the American College of Bankruptcy.
She is a past chair of the Public Outreach Committee of the National Conference of Bankruptcy 
Judges and continues to be active in outreach efforts to state court judges, district court judges, and in 
pro se and pro bono matters. She also currently serves as judicial chair of the Pro Bono Committee of 
the Business Law Section of the Florida Bar. Prior to becoming a judge, Judge Isicoff specialized in 
commercial bankruptcy, foreclosure and workout matters both as a transactional attorney and litigator 
for 14 years with the law firm of Kozyak Tropin & Throckmorton after practicing for 8 years with 
Squire, Sanders & Dempsey, now known as Squire Patton Boggs. She also developed a specialty in 
bankruptcy and SEC receiverships involving Ponzi schemes. After law school, Judge Isicoff clerked 
for Hon. Daniel S. Pearson of the Florida Third District Court of Appeals before entering private 
practice. She is a past president of the Bankruptcy Bar Association (BBA) of the Southern District 
of Florida, and until she took the bench chaired the Pro Bono Task Force for the BBA. Judge Isicoff 
speaks extensively on bankruptcy and pro bono service around the country and to high school and 
college students in the South Florida area about financial literacy. She received her J.D. from the 
University of Miami School of Law in 1982.

Patricia B. Jefferson is a principal at Miles & Stockbridge P.C. in Baltimore in its Creditors’ Rights 
and Bankruptcy group. She represents diverse clients (lenders, commercial lessors, committees, trust-
ees and other creditors) in all aspects of bankruptcy cases, including cash-collateral use, debtor-
in-possession financing, dischargeability litigation, claims objections, executory contract and lease 
disputes, asset sales, automatic stay litigation and avoidance actions. Ms. Jefferson also represents 
and advises secured lenders in formulating and executing workout strategies outside of bankruptcy 
cases, as well as secured and unsecured creditors in commercial collections matters. In addition, she 
advises clients regarding distressed real estate and commercial foreclosures and receiverships. Ms. 
Jefferson is a regular speaker at legal education seminars. She received her J.D. with honors from the 
University of Maryland School of Law, where she was elected to the Order of Barristers and served 
as an associate editor of The Business Lawyer and as vice-president of the Moot Court Board.

Laura Davis Jones is a name partner and management committee member of Pachulski Stang Ziehl 
& Jones LLP and is the managing partner of the firm’s Wilmington, Del., office. She gained national 
recognition as debtor’s counsel in the Continental Airlines bankruptcy case, and has represented 
numerous debtors, creditors’ committees, bank groups, acquirers and other significant constituencies 
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in chapter 11 cases and workout proceedings. Her recent clients include Deb Stores Holding LLC, 
Cache, Inc., Revstone Industries, LLC, Exide Technologies, EveryWare Global, AFA Investment and 
SS Body Armor, Inc., and her recent creditor representations include the creditors’ committees of LCI 
Holding Company, Inc. (“LifeCare”) and NE Opco, Inc., and she was co-counsel to the second-lien 
notes indenture trustee of Energy Future Holdings Corp., et al. A frequent speaker and writer, Ms. 
Jones was named “Deal Maker of the Year” by The American Lawyer and has been continuously 
named in The Best Lawyers in America and as one of the “Best Lawyers in Delaware,” and she was 
selected as one of the top 10 lawyers in Delaware by Delaware Super Lawyers. She is also included 
among Chambers USA America’s “Leading Lawyers for Business,” and is ranked among the top-tier 
bankruptcy/restructuring lawyers in Delaware. Ms. Jones has been recognized in the K&A Restruc-
turing Register and LawDragon 500 since their inception, has been repeatedly named to the Interna-
tional Who’s Who of Insolvency and Restructuring Lawyers, and holds an AV rating from Martindale-
Hubbell. She is admitted to practice in Delaware and the District of Columbia. Ms. Jones received her 
undergraduate degree from the University of Delaware and her J.D. from Dickinson School of Law, 
where she was on the board of editors and business manager for the Dickinson Law Review, as well 
as served on the Appellate Moot Court Board.

Jennifer B. Kimble is a director of business development at Prime Clerk in New York and has more 
than 11 years of restructuring experience representing debtors, creditors and retiree committees, cred-
itors and lenders in complex chapter 11 cases and out-of-court restructurings. Prior to relocating to 
New York, she served as special counsel in the Bankruptcy Group at Rumberger, Kirk & Caldwell in 
its Birmingham, Ala., office, as a partner at a Birmingham, Ala.-based law firm and as an associate in 
the Bankruptcy & Creditors Rights Group at Burr & Forman, LLP. Some her clients have included the 
United Mine Workers of America, the Official Retiree Committee of Eastman Kodak Co., Mercedes-
Benz U.S. International, Inc., Hyundai Motor Manufacturing Alabama, LLC and Wells Fargo Bank. 
Ms. Kimble received her undergraduate degree summa cum laude from Mississippi State University 
and her J.D. from the University of Mississippi.

Martha E.M. Kopacz, CMA, CIRA is a senior managing director with Phoenix Management Ser-
vices in Boston and has more than 25 years of experience assisting stakeholders in analyzing business 
operations and reorganization possibilities. She was one of the first financial advisors to apply turn-
around principles to public sector and nonprofit organizations. Ms. Kopacz has led or participated in 
more than 100 consulting and restructuring engagements representing companies, debtors, investors, 
creditor committees, banks and chapter 11 trustees. She has advised in a broad range of industries, 
including retail, leisure and entertainment, technology, nonprofit and public sector, and professional 
services. Ms. Kopacz has served as an interim president, chief restructuring officer, chapter 11 trustee, 
collateral trustee and independent expert. She was selected as the court’s expert on feasibility issues 
in Detroit’s chapter 9 case, where she was charged with the task of determining the viability of the 
city’s reorganization plan and devised a standard for developing restructuring plans for municipali-
ties, and she served as an expert in the WalMart Puerto Rico Inc. v. Zaragoza, et al. case on the finan-
cial condition of Puerto Rico. In addition, she advised the Nassau County Interim Finance Authority 
(NIFA), a New York state control board, as well as seven of the country’s largest municipal transit 
authorities in negotiating their advertising contracts with a New York-based outdoor media company. 
Ms. Kopacz is a member of ABI, TMA and IWIRC and is a Fellow in the American College of Bank-
ruptcy. She received her B.S. in marketing from Indiana University and her M.F.A. in finance and 
invesments from Indiana University.
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Kenneth Kraft is a partner and manager of Denton Canada LLP’s Toronto Insolvency Team and a 
member of the firm’s financial services law group. He focuses his practice on insolvency and finance, 
both secured and unsecured. Acting for lenders as well as borrowers, his expertise encompasses 
receiverships, informal workouts and all manner of restructurings under the Companies’ Creditors 
Arrangement Act and the Bankruptcy and Insolvency Act. Mr. Kraft has been involved in numerous 
Canada/U.S. cross-border cases, including Elephant & Castle, Talon Systems Inc., Nortel, Cogent Fi-
bre and MTZ Zinc, and has been involved in proceedings in England, France, Australia and Israel. He 
has been listed as a leading lawyer in restructuring and insolvency in editions of Chambers Global: 
The World’s Leading Lawyers for Business since 2010. In 2009, he was one of just two Canadian law-
yers nominated for the BTI Client Service All-Star Team for Law Firms, which honors superior client 
service delivered to corporate counsel at Fortune 1000 and other large companies. In 2011, Mr. Kraft 
was recognized for his expertise in Insolvency & Restructuring Law in Corporate INTL magazine’s 
“50 Best Lawyers in Canada, was named in The Best Lawyers in Canada as one of Canada’s leading 
lawyers in the area of Insolvency and Financial Restructuring Law for 2016-17, and is featured in 
Expert Guides in the area of Banking, Financial and Transactional Law: Insolvency and Restructuring 
for 2014, in The Legal 500 Canada in the area of Restructuring and Insolvency for 2015, and in The 
Canadian Legal Lexpert Directory for 2013-14 as one of Canada’s leading lawyers in Insolvency and 
Financial Restructuring – Litigation. He received his LL.B. in 1989 from York University, Osgoode 
Hall Law School and his LL.M. in 1996 from the London School of Economics and Political Science.

Kay Standridge Kress is a corporate restructuring and bankruptcy partner in the Southfield, Mich., 
office of Pepper Hamilton LLP, where she concentrates her practice in corporate restructuring, insol-
vency and bankruptcy matters and has extensive experience representing secured creditors in federal 
receivership actions. She is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and chairs the Busi-
ness Bankruptcy Committee of the American Bar Association’s Business Law Section. Ms. Kress is 
named in The Best Lawyers in America and Michigan Super Lawyers, Who’s Who Legal: Insolvency 
& Restructuring and the “Top Lawyers” list in DBusiness magazine. She is a founding member of the 
Michigan Chapter of IWIRC, past chair of the Debtor/Creditor section of the Detroit Metropolitan 
Bar Association, an ABI member; board member of Matrix Human Services; and legal advisor to 
Omega Phi Alpha, National Service Sorority. Ms. Kress was the ABA Law Advisor to the Uniform 
Law drafting committee for the Uniform Commercial Real Estate Receivership Act. The Act was 
approved by the Uniform Law Commission in July 2015. In addition, Ms. Kress co-authored Chap-
ter 83, “Creditors’ Committees,” in Colliers Bankruptcy Practice Guide, and is published in Busi-
ness Law Today and Navigating Today’s Environment. She also has authored articles and has been a 
moderator and has spoken on a variety of bankruptcy, insolvency and receivership topics. Ms. Kress 
received her B.A. cum laude from Bowling Green State University in 1978 her J.D. cum laude from 
Wayne State University Law School in 1986, where she was a member of Order of the Coif.

Mark P. Kronfeld is a managing director of Tennenbaum Capital Partners in New York, where he 
focuses on its direct lending in special situations, as well as on managing investments in companies 
undergoing restructurings and bankruptcies. He has more than 20 years of experience as an investor, 
lawyer and professor. Mr. Kronfeld has extensive distressed and special-situations expertise with an 
emphasis on legal, structural and process value-drivers and investor activism. He has served on nu-
merous ad hoc and official creditor committees, typically in a leadership role, and has played a key 
role in some of the most complex and successful restructurings in recent years. Prior to joining TCP 
in 2016, Mr. Kronfeld was a partner at Plymouth Lane Capital, a managing director at BlueMountain 
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Capital, a partner at Owl Creek Asset Management and, before that, a senior analyst at Aurelius Capi-
tal Management. Prior to his finance career, he practiced law as a bankruptcy attorney and litigator, 
and also served as a white-collar-crimes prosecutor in New York City, where he investigated, pros-
ecuted and successfully conducted numerous felony jury trials. Mr. Kronfeld is an adjunct professor 
at Boston University School of Law, where he teaches financial restructuring, and also serves as guest 
lecturer at Columbia Business School, Wharton and UVA, where he teaches advanced distressed 
investing and corporate reorganization. He is a frequent guest speaker and panelist on topics in dis-
tressed investing, litigation and bankruptcy and has published a number of articles on these topics. 
Mr. Kronfeld served on the advisory committee to ABI’s Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 
11 and currently serves on the board of directors of Reorg Research, Inc. He received his B.A. from 
the State University of New York at Albany, his M.B.A. in finance from New York University and 
his J.D. from Boston University School of Law, where he was an Edward F. Hennessey Scholar and 
a research assistant.

Lee M. Kutner is a shareholder and director of KutnerBrinen, PC in Denver, where his practice 
focuses on representing debtors, creditors and creditors’ committees in chapter 11 and 7 bankruptcy 
cases, business restructurings, and debtor and creditor rights litigation. He has considerable experi-
ence in the process of negotiating, drafting and confirming chapter 11 plans and developing out-
of-court workouts, and he has been involved in numerous receivership actions and debtor/creditor 
remedies, including assignments for the benefit of creditors. Mr. Kutner has successfully confirmed 
chapter 11 plans of reorganization for a wide range of businesses and in complex cases for individu-
als. He established precedent-setting law in the area of security interests in hotel room revenues in 
chapter 11 cases that eventually led to amendments to the Bankruptcy Code, and he has lectured on 
bankruptcy and business entity issues. Mr. Kutner has also been involved in numerous real estate 
chapter 11 cases, including vacant land developments, office buildings, retail shopping centers, and 
resort, office and retail projects. A member of ABI and the American and Colorado Bar Associations, 
Mr. Kutner was named a Super Lawyer from 2006-16 and has been listed in The Best Lawyers in 
America. He is also AV-rated by Martindale Hubbell. Mr. Kutner received his bachelor’s degree with 
distinction from the University of Michigan in 1976 and his J.D. from the National Law Center of 
George Washington University in Washington, D.C. in 1980.

Hon. Sean H. Lane is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of New York in New York, 
sworn in on Sept. 7, 2010. He clerked for Hon. Edmund V. Ludwig, U.S. District Judge for the  East-
ern District of Pennsylvania, from 1991-92, as well as for Hon. Charles R. Richey, U.S. District Judge 
for the District of Columbia, from 1992-93. From 1993-97, he practiced with the law firm of Baker-
Hostetler in Washington, D.C., and thereafter served as a trial attorney in the Department of Justice, 
Civil Division, National Courts Section, until 2000. From 2000 until he was appointed to the bench, 
Judge Lane served as an assistant U.S. attorney for the Southern District of New York and was also 
chief of the Tax & Bankruptcy Unit of that office. During his time in the U.S. Attorney’s Office, he 
was awarded the Attorney General’s Distinguished Service Award in 2005 and the Henry L. Stimson 
Medal by the New York City Bar Association in 2008. Judge Lane is a member of the Federal Bar 
Council and has served as an adjunct professor at both New York University School of Law and Ford-
ham Law School. He received his B.A. from New York University College of Art & Science in 1987 
and his J.D. from New York University School of Law in 1991.
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Franklind D. Lea, CIRA, is the president of Tactical Financial Consulting, LLC in Alpharetta, Ga., 
and has more than 30 years of professional experience and education in complex business and finan-
cial matters. He has broad expertise in commercial finance, insolvency, real estate, real estate finance 
and valuation. His experiences encompass business and project evaluation, damage claims and lost 
profits, debt and equity structuring and restructuring, feasibility analysis, financial analysis, invest-
ment management, lending and leasing, and valuation. Since the creation of Tactical Financial, Mr. 
Lea has provided services to companies, investors, lenders and secured creditors, unsecured credi-
tors’ committees and law firms. He has acted as an advisor and litigation consultant, and has pro-
vided expert witness reports and expert testimony for a number of matters related to damage claims, 
feasibility, financing, real estate and specialized bankruptcy issues such as the § 1111(b) election, 
§ 1129 confirmation requirements, the indubitable equivalent and Till cramdown interest rates. Prior 
to becoming a consultant, Mr. Lea worked for financial institutions and commercial real estate firms 
in such roles as credit analyst, commercial loan officer, commercial credit manager and credit of-
ficer, specialty lender, workout officer and commercial real estate appraiser. His experiences include 
direct lending of approximately $500 million to businesses and commercial real estate ventures and 
credit review and approval of approximately $1.5 billion. He has also led numerous workouts and 
financial restructurings saving debtors and/or creditors hundreds of millions of dollars of potential 
losses while working with companies with market capitalization ranging from $1 million to in excess 
of $1 billion. Within these roles, he has participated in more than 200 court hearings and provided 
testimony through affidavits, depositions and direct examination within the courtroom. Mr. Lea sits 
on ABI’s Board of Directors and is a member of its Education and Nominating Committees. He also 
co-chairs ABI’s Asset Sales Committee and sits on the advisory board of ABI’s Judge Alexander L. 
Paskay Memorial Bankruptcy Seminar. Mr. Lea received his B.S. in management and his M.B.A. 
from Florida State University, and a Master’s degree in real estate and urban analysis from the Uni-
versity of Florida.

Cecilia Lee is Of Counsel with Davis Graham & Stubbs LLP in Reno, Nev., and has nearly 30 years 
of experience practicing bankruptcy and commercial law. Her clients have included businesses, finan-
cial institutions, nonprofit organizations, governmental entities and individuals. Ms. Lee has repre-
sented clients in all primary aspects of bankruptcy practice, including debtors, secured and unsecured 
creditors, committees and trustees in chapters 7, 11, 12 and 13. She has also represented clients in 
all aspects of bankruptcy appeals, including to the U.S. Supreme Court. Ms. Lee practices in Nevada 
courts on receiverships, collection matters, evictions and other litigation related to debtor/creditor 
relations. She also represents businesses and individuals on general business matters. Ms. Lee is 
Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification and has been 
recognized as a business bankruptcy specialist in the state of Nevada. She is rated AV-Preeminent 
by Martindale-Hubbell. Ms. Lee is admitted to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court, the Courts 
of Appeals for the Ninth and Tenth Circuits, and the state and federal courts in Nevada and Oregon. 
An emeritus master of the Bruce R. Thompson Inn of Court, she has served as a past-president of 
the Inns of Court and volunteers for the State Bar of Nevada, having served primarily on the Lawyer 
Referral and Service Committee, first as a member and then as the chair of that committee. Ms. Lee 
earned her B.A. with honors in biology from Swarthmore College, her M.S. from the University of 
Oregon and her J.D. from Willamette College of Law, where she served as an associate editor of the 
Willamette Law Review for two years and began arguing cases while in law school to the federal and 
state courts in Oregon. In 2012, Willamette University College of Law invited her to sit on its Leader-
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ship Cabinet. She also joined Willamette’s law faculty as an adjunct professor of debtor/creditor and 
insolvency law.

Prof. Lauri L. Levenson is a professor of law and the David W. Burcham Chair in Ethical Advocacy 
at Loyola Law School in Los Angeles. She previously clerked for Hon. James Hunter III of the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit. In 1981, she was appointed Assistant U.S. Attorney, Criminal 
Section, in Los Angeles, where she was a trial and appellate lawyer for eight years and attained the 
position of senior trial attorney and assistant division chief. Prof. Levenson was a member of the ad-
junct faculty of Southwestern University Law School from 1982-89. She joined the Loyola faculty in 
1989 and served as Loyola’s associate dean for academic affairs from 1996-99. She has been a visit-
ing professor at UCLA School of Law and a D&L Straus distinguished visiting professor at Pepper-
dine University School of Law. Prof. Levenson currently leads the Capital Habeas Litigation Clinic, 
the Fidler Institute annual symposium and the Project for the Innocent at Loyola. She has been an 
attorney representative to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit and the U.S. District Court 
for the Central District of California, and a member of the LA County Bar Association’s Judiciary and 
Judicial Appointments Committees. Prof. Levenson received her A.B. from Stanford University and 
her J.D. from the University of California at Los Angeles.

Hon. Raymond T. Lyons (ret.) is counsel in the Lawrenceville, N.J., office of Fox Rothschild LLP, 
where he focuses his practice on financial restructuring and bankruptcy, as well as alternative dispute 
resolution. He is a retired U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of New Jersey and also served as a 
visiting bankruptcy judge in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware, where he pre-
sided over the chapter 11 cases of Montgomery Ward and Federal Mogul, which had been filed by 
more than 130 multinational companies with parallel insolvency proceedings in England involving 
billions of dollars in asbestos claims. Mr. Lyons completed the first ABI/St. John’s University School 
of Law 40-Hour Mediation Training Program and has been appointed to the panel of mediators for the 
bankruptcy courts in New Jersey, Delaware, the Western District of Pennsylvania, and the Southern 
and Eastern Districts of New York. He is on the Roster of Mediators and Arbitrators for the American 
Arbitration Association (AAA), the CPR Panel of Distinguished Neutrals and the Panel of Arbitrators 
and Mediators for Federal Arbitration, Inc. (FedArb). Among his most well-known and significant 
mediations is the chapter 11 case filed by bank holding company Washington Mutual, Inc. following 
the largest bank failure in history. Prior to his appointment to the bench in 1999, Mr. Lyons spear-
headed the bankruptcy department of a major New Jersey law firm, primarily representing secured 
lenders and other creditors in corporate chapter 11 cases. During the economic downturn and banking 
crisis of the late 1980s and early 1990s, he represented the Resolution Trust Corporation (RTC) and 
the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) in bankruptcy matters and commercial litigation. 
Mr. Lyons is a former chair of the New Jersey State Bar Association’s Pro Bono Services Commit-
tee, and in 1999 he received the New Jersey State Bar Association’s Legislative Services Award for 
his work in spearheading the passage of a law providing counsel to indigent children and parents 
in guardianship and parental rights proceedings. In addition, in 1997 he was recognized by Legal 
Services of New Jersey with the Equal Justice Medal for his role as chair of the NJSBA Bankruptcy 
Law Section’s Pro Bono Bankruptcy Committee. Mr. Lyons served as an adjunct professor of law 
at Seton Hall University School of Law for a number of years, teaching courses on banking law and 
legal writing. He received his B.A. in mathematics from Lehigh University in 1970, his J.D. from 
Seton Hall University School of Law in 1973, and his LL.M. in taxation from New York University 
School of Law in 1981.
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Hon. Margaret M. Mann is a Bankruptcy Judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern Dis-
trict of California in San Diego, appointed on April 2, 2010, and is program chair of the Ninth Circuit 
Conference Executive Committee. She also chairs the Bankruptcy Clerk Liaison Committee for the 
National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges. Prior to her appointment, Judge Mann was a partner at 
Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton LLP and from 2003-08 served as chair of Heller Ehrman LLP’s 
Restructuring and Insolvency Practice and as the firm’s national hiring chair. She has been listed in 
The Best Lawyers in America and served leadership roles in numerous bankruptcy and civic organiza-
tions, including the State Bar Debtor Creditor Committee, Lawyers Club, Athena and the California 
Bankruptcy Forum. As a member of the State Bar committee, she helped draft legislation to clarify 
the status of the judicial foreclosure process, which was enacted into law as Cal. Civ. Pro. § 483.012 
in 1997. She has also contributed to several attorney practice guides and participated in the Arizona 
State Bar Convention as the 2013 Visiting Bankruptcy Scholar. Since her appointment, Judge Mann 
has served as a faculty member for Federal Judicial Center education programs and has participated 
in the Ninth Circuit New Bankruptcy Judges’ Orientation program and the Ninth Circuit Bankruptcy 
Judges Education Committee as its chair. She is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy 
and chairs the Credit Abuse Resistance Education (CARE) program in San Diego, which provides 
financial literacy programs to high school students in the community and is administered by ABI. She 
has also served as a court-appointed special advocate for youths in the dependency system and has 
been awarded the Wiley M Manuel Pro Bono Service Award on five occasions. Judge Mann received 
her B.A. in finance cum laude from the University of Illinois in 1978 with distinction, attended the 
Tilburg School of Economics in The Netherlands in 1978, and received her J.D. in 1981 from the 
University of Southern California Gould School of Law.

Prof. Bruce A. Markell is a professor of bankruptcy law and practice at Northwestern University’s 
Pritzker School of Law in Chicago. From 2004-13, he was a U.S. bankruptcy judge for the District 
of Nevada, and from 2007-13 he was also a member of the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel for the Ninth 
Circuit. Before taking the bench, Prof. Markell practiced bankruptcy and business law in Los Angeles 
for 10 years as a partner at Sidley & Austin, and he was a law professor for 14 years. After law school, 
he clerked for then-judge Anthony M. Kennedy on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. 
Prof. Markell is the author of numerous articles on bankruptcy and commercial law and a co-author 
of four law school casebooks. He contributes to Collier on Bankruptcy and is a member of Collier’s 
editorial advisory board. Prof. Markell is a conferee of the National Bankruptcy Conference, a Fel-
low in the American College of Bankruptcy, a member of the International Insolvency Institute and 
a member of the American Law Institute. He is also a founding member of the NITA-trained faculty 
of the Advanced Consumer Bankruptcy Practice Institute. Prof. Markell has served as an advisor on 
bankruptcy and secured transaction reform to the Republic of Indonesia, and recently completed a 
project redrafting Kosovo’s bankruptcy law. He also consults regularly with the International Mon-
etary Fund on insolvency-related issues (having been part of the IMF’s missions to Ireland, Bosnia, 
Montenegro, Serbia and Greece). Prof. Markell received his J.D. in 1980 from the University of 
California at Davis.

Stanley Mastil, CFF, CPA is a director at Gavin/Solmonese LLC in Wilmington, Del., and has more 
than 20 years of experience working with distressed companies and bankruptcy professionals. He has 
significant experience in bankruptcy matters with respect to chapter 11 reorganizations and chapter 11 
and 7 liquidations, and he has represented unsecured creditors’ committees, chapter 11 and 7 trustees, 
debtors (pre- and post-filing), liquidating trustees and court-appointed examiners. Mr. Mastil has a 



2016 WINTER LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

1508

broad range of industry experience, having served clients in various industries including but not limit-
ed to banking, casinos and gambling related, construction, entertainment venues, food and beverage, 
health care, retail and manufacturing. He has also testified in U.S. Bankruptcy Courts in Delaware, 
New Jersey and the Eastern District of Pennsylvania. Mr. Mastil has significant experience in litiga-
tion matters requiring forensic accounting services and fraud investigation. His forensic accounting 
and fraud investigations include, but are not limited to, criminal fraud investigations, money launder-
ing activities, bank and wire fraud, class action suits, and the reconstruction of financial records. Prior 
to joining Gavin/Solmonese, Mr. Mastil worked with two CPA firms and a consulting practice. He 
has provided traditional taxation and accounting services to a variety of clients, as well as working 
with bankruptcies. Mr. Mastil received his B.S. in finance with a concentration in accounting from 
Pennsylvania State University.

Kristin B. Mayhew is a partner with McElroy, Deutsch, Mulvaney & Carpenter, LLP in Southport, 
Conn., in its Bankruptcy and Corporate Restructuring Group. She practices primarily in the areas of 
corporate restructuring, creditors’ rights and commercial litigation. Ms. Mayhew represents creditors’ 
committees, secured lenders, chapter 11 trustees, purchasers of assets, commercial landlords, trade 
creditors, and debtors-in-possession in both reorganizations and liquidations in federal bankruptcy 
court. She has also represented plaintiffs and defendants in bankruptcy avoidance actions such as 
preferences and fraudulent transfers. Ms. Mayhew’s commercial litigation practice focuses on re-
solving business-related disputes such as breach-of-contract actions, commercial foreclosures and 
Uniform Commercial Code actions. Her litigation practice includes work in both state and federal 
courts. Ms. Mayhew is a member of ABI, the Turnaround Management Association and the Inter-
national Women’s Insolvency and Restructuring Confederation, and served as president of TMA’s 
Connecticut Chapter from 2010-11, and as chairman of its Connecticut Chapter from 2012-14. She is 
admitted to the bars of Connecticut, Pennsylvania and New Jersey and is admitted to practice in the 
U.S. District Courts for the District of Connecticut, the Eastern and Middle Districts of Pennsylvania 
and the District of New Jersey. Ms. Mayhew received her B.A. in government and law from Lafayette 
College and her J.D. magna cum laude from Pennsylvania State University’s Dickinson School of 
Law, having served on its law review from 1993-95.

Richard E. Mikels is an attorney with Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones in New York and has extensive 
experience in commercial law, workouts and reorganizations. He is known for representing signifi-
cant debtor companies (both in chapter 11 and in out-of-court workouts), but he also represents credi-
tors’ committees, boards of directors, insurance companies, hedge funds, claims traders and acquirers 
of businesses. Previously, Mr. Mikels was chair of Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky & Popeo, 
PC’s Bankruptcy, Restructuring & Commercial Law Practice in Boston. He is an adjunct professor 
at Boston University School of Law and has been listed in Chambers USA directories since 2003, 
The Best Lawyers in America since 1983 and Massachusetts Super Lawyers since 2004. Boston Best 
Lawyers named him Bankruptcy and Creditor-Debtor Rights Lawyer of the Year in 2010 and Bank-
ruptcy Lawyer of the Year in 2013. In 2004, Boston University awarded Mr. Mikels the Silver Shingle 
Award for Distinguised Service to the School of Law. He also holds an AV-Preeminent rating from 
Martindale-Hubbell. Mr. Mikels has conducted several mediations of commercial law disputes and 
co-chairs ABI’s Mediation Committee. He also chaired the subcommittee that drafted ABI’s Model 
Bankruptcy Rules for Mediation, and he is on the faculty of the ABI/St. John’s University’s Forty-
Hour Mediation Training Program. Mr. Mikels is often cited in The Wall Street Journal, Reuters, Dow 
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Jones and the Boston Globe, and he has also appeared on CNBC. He received both his B.S. and J.D. 
from Boston University.

Elissa D. Miller is a member of SulmeyerKupetz, APC in Los Angeles, where her practice focuses 
on bankruptcy proceedings and business and commercial litigation. She is a member of the Chapter 
7 Panel of Bankruptcy Trustees appointed by the Office of the U.S. Trustee in the Central District of 
California. In addition to serving as a trustee, Ms. Miller represents all interests in bankruptcy cases 
including debtors, secured and unsecured creditors, creditors’ committees and trustees in both chap-
ter 7 and 11 cases. She also represents business clients in complex cases in state and federal courts. 
Among the creditors’ committees represented by Ms. Miller are In re Green Fleet, LLC and the now-
closed cases of In re Sanford Deutsch and In re Ginaulias/Cameo Homes, Inc. She has also served 
as trustee in several complicated cases and has represented numerous creditors in health care-related 
cases and debtors in chapter 11 and complex chapter 7 cases. Ms. Miller is a member of the State 
Bar of California, Los Angeles County Bar Association, Los Angeles Bankruptcy Forum’s Financial 
Lawyers Conference and the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees. From 2007-14, she was a 
member of the Insolvency Law Committee of the Business Law Section of the State Bar of Califor-
nia, where she served as co-chair for the 2011/2012 bar year. Since 2007, she has been a member of 
the board of the Los Angeles Bankruptcy Forum, serving as its president for the 2014/2015 bar year, 
and a member of the board of the California Bankruptcy Forum since 2014. She was also a founding 
member/director of the Los Angeles Network of International Women’s Insolvency and Restructuring 
Confederation. Ms. Miller is a frequent speaker on various bankruptcy matters and was admitted to 
the California Bar in 1985. She received her B.A. from the University of California at Los Angeles 
and her J.D. with honors from Southwestern Law School in 1985.

Megan W. Murray is an associate with Trenam Law in Tampa, Fla., in its Bankruptcy, Creditors’ 
Rights & Insolvency and Real Estate & Lending Transactions groups. Her work in the bankruptcy 
area includes matters involving creditors’ rights, bankruptcy trustee representation, creditors’ com-
mittees and commercial foreclosure. She also focuses on real estate lending (construction, interim 
and permanent), asset-based lending, workouts and restructuring, and real property transactions and 
investments. Prior to joining the firm, Ms. Murray clerked for Hon. Karen S. Jennemann, Chief Judge 
of the Middle District of Florida Bankruptcy Court. She also served as a judicial extern for Hon. Thad 
Collins of the Northern District of Iowa Bankruptcy Court and as a judicial intern for Hon. Jeff Bohm 
of the Southern District of Texas Bankruptcy Court. Previously, Ms. Murray worked for six years in 
the private sector at AEGON USA Realty Advisors in its commercial loan workout group (special 
assets) and its commercial real estate acquisitions group, performing various roles ranging from real 
estate analyst to acquisitions officer. She is a member of the Florida Bar Association and the Central 
Florida Bar Law Association, ABI and IWIRC. She is also a volunteer and supporter of Bay Area 
Legal Services. Ms. Murray received her B.B.A. from the University of Iowa Tippie College of Busi-
ness in 2002 and her J.D. with honors from the University of Iowa College of Law in 2011, where she 
was a contributing editor to the Iowa Law Review and an ABI Medal of Excellence recipient.

David L. Neale is a co-founder of Levene, Neale, Bender, Yoo & Brill, L.L.P., a bankruptcy boutique 
firm in Los Angeles. In his almost 30 years of practice, he has represented debtors, creditors and other 
parties in interest across a wide spectrum of industries, and has argued numerous appeals before the 
Bankruptcy Appellate Panel, various district courts and the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, resulting 
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in published decisions involving the intersection of bankruptcy law and other areas such as pension 
law, entertainment law, real estate law, municipal finance and securities laws, and constitutional law. 
Mr. Neale is a member of the New York and California Bars. He has also practiced extensively in 
courts in Oregon, Arizona, Nevada, Texas, Arkansas, Utah, Florida, New York, Delaware, North 
Carolina and Tennessee. Mr. Neale has consistently been named by Los Angeles magazine as one of 
its 100 “Super Lawyers” in the bankruptcy field, and has been recognized by Chambers & Partners 
as one of the top practitioners within the bankruptcy/restructuring field in California. He received his 
B.A. summa cum laude from Princeton University in 1984 and his J.D. from Columbia University 
School of Law in 1987.

Michael R. Nestor is a partner in Young Conaway Stargatt & Taylor, LLP’s Bankruptcy Group and 
heads the firm’s New York office. He is also co-head of the firm’s Portfolio Company Practice Group 
and a member of the firm’s management committee. Mr. Nestor’s practice emphasizes the restructur-
ing of companies ranging in size from large publicly held companies to small privately held compa-
nies. He also represents private-equity funds, plan sponsors, lenders and all other significant parties 
involved in the restructuring process, and has developed a niche advising private-equity funds re-
garding the management, acquisitions/divestitures and governance of their distressed portfolio com-
panies. In that regard, he has represented portfolio companies and parent companies in more than 25 
transactions/cases. He has practiced in Delaware for 20 years. Since 2006, Mr. Nestor has been listed 
in Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for Business as a leading Bankruptcy/Restructuring 
attorney and has been consistently recognized in The Best Lawyers in America, The Deal, Delaware 
Super Lawyers, Corporate Counsel and Who’s Who Legal (Insolvency & Restructuring) as one of 
the top bankruptcy lawyers in Delaware and the country. In 2015, he was selected by Law360 to 
participate on its 2015 Law360 Bankruptcy Advisor editorial board and by the Turnaround Manage-
ment Association to serve on its Education Oversight Committee. Mr. Nestor is an ABI Volo Circuit 
Court Opinion First Responder and a member of the American and Delaware State Bar Associations 
and the Turnaround Management Association’s Philadelphia Chapter, for which he is a former board 
member. He received his B.A. from the University of Maryland and his J.D. from Widener University 
School of Law.

Hon. Justice Frank J.C. Newbould is a judge with the Ontario Superior Court of Justice, Com-
mercial List Division, in Toronto, appointed in 2006. He is the team leader of the Commercial List in 
Toronto, which hears a wide variety of commercial cases including domestic and cross-border insol-
vency matters, corporate amalgamations and reorganizations, proceedings for relief under business 
corporation legislation, including oppression actions, and other commercial matters and disputes. He 
also presided over the first cross-border joint trial with the Delaware Bankruptcy Court in the Nortel 
insolvency litigation. Prior to his appointment to the bench, Justice Newbould was a director of Pacif-
ic & Western Bank of Canada and of Cuddy International, as well as a member of the ICC Canadian 
arbitration panel. He was also a partner at Borden Ladner Gervais in Toronto with a wide-ranging 
litigation counsel practice involving corporate and commercial disputes, banking and insolvency 
matters, class actions, re-insurance disputes, real estate and estate matters. He was called to the bar 
in 1969 and practised at Tilley Carson & Findlay until 1988, when he joined the predecessor of BLG. 
Justice Newbould is a fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers.
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Michael N. Nicastro is a partner and president of Nicastro Piscopo, APLC in Costa Mesa, Calif., 
and has more than 18 years of experience representing thousands of debtors as well as panel and sit-
ting trustees in chapter 7 and 13 proceedings. He began his career as an accountant and completed a 
judicial externship with Hon. John E. Ryan of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Central District of 
California’s Santa Ana Division. Mr. Nicastro is a member of the Orange County Bar Association’s 
Commercial Law & Bankruptcy Section, ABI, the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy 
Attorneys, the Central District Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys Association and the Orange County 
Bankruptcy Forum. He has spoken at and contributed to MCLE-accredited panels ranging from the 
inception of the attorney/client relationship to protecting clients from creditor collection attempts 
post-discharge. Mr. Nicastro received his B.B.A. in accounting from the University of Toledo in 1989 
and his J.D. from Southwestern University School of Law in Los Angeles in 1992.

Benjamin L. Nortman structures complex asset-acquisition and disposition transactions with Hilco 
in Northbrook, Ill. He serves as executive vice president of Hilco Merchant Resources, which special-
izes in retail asset-disposition and operational services; managing director of Hilco Consumer Capi-
tal, a consumer products brand-management firm; and executive vice president of Hilco Global, the 
holding company for the entire Hilco platform. In his roles with Hilco Merchant Resources and Hilco 
Global, Mr. Nortman helps companies, their lenders and professional advisors structure transactions 
to maximize returns on inventory, machinery and equipment, real estate and accounts receivable. 
Since 1996, he has managed some of the largest asset-disposition transactions in North America, and 
since 2006, he has also worked with Hilco Consumer Capital to acquire and develop licensing strate-
gies for numerous iconic brand names including Sharper Image, Tommy Armour Golf, Bombay Co., 
Linens ’N Things and Polaroid. Prior to joining Hilco, Mr. Nortman was a Chicago bankruptcy and 
creditors’ rights attorney at the prominent law firms, Jones, Day, Reavis & Pogue and Holleb & Coff.

Michael T. O’Halloran is the founder of The Law Offices of Michael T. O’Halloran in San Diego, 
where he represents debtors in complex cases. Previously, he was a trial and bankruptcy appellate 
panel law clerk for Hon. Herb Katz, chief bankruptcy judge for the Southern District of California, 
and represented trustees throughout the 1980s. Mr. O’Halloran is certified in both Business and Con-
sumer Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification and as a bankruptcy specialist by 
the California Board of Legal Specialization. He has twice been named Mediator of the Year by the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of California, received the State Bar President’s Pro 
Bono Service Award in 2014 and was named Volunteer Lawyer of the Year by the San Diego Volun-
teer Lawyer Program in 2009. He is also a contributing author to California Domestic Partnerships 
and the bankruptcy chapter in the California Basic Practice Handbook, both published by CEB. Mr. 
O’Halloran graduated from the University of California in 1976 and received his J.D. from the Uni-
versity of Southern California Law Center in 1981.

Michelle K. Ostrye is Of Counsel with Askew & Mazel, LLC in Albuquerque, N.M., where she rep-
resents lenders and other creditors in collection and foreclosure cases involving real estate and other 
kinds of collateral. She also assists creditors in asserting and enforcing their rights in bankruptcy 
cases, including moving for relief from the automatic stay, negotiating adequate-protection arrange-
ments, navigating through the chapter 11 plan process, and litigating contested matters and adversary 
proceedings, such as actions to determine dischargeability. As part of her general litigation practice, 
Ms. Ostrye has represented clients in all kinds of disputes, including employment discrimination, 
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construction, banking, oil and gas, breach of contract and personal injury cases. She has tried several 
jury and non-jury cases in both state and federal courts and is licensed to practice law in Texas, New 
Mexico and federal courts. She is also a frequent speaker and writer on issues relating to bankruptcy 
and creditors’ rights. Before becoming a lawyer, Ms. Ostrye was an economic development analyst 
for Southwestern Public Service Co. (now Xcel Energy). She received her B.A. with honors from the 
University of Montana in 1991 and her J.D. in 1997 from Texas Tech University.

Bradley E. Pearce is the founder of Pearce Law LLC in Charlotte, N.C., and has more than 20 years 
of experience as a courtroom attorney and been involved in sophisticated financial structures. He is 
admitted to practice in all federal and state courts in North Carolina and the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Fourth, Eighth and Eleventh Circuits. He also devotes time helping people and nonprofit com-
panies that cannot afford traditional legal representation. Previously, Mr. Pearce was a Lieutenant in 
the U.S. Navy from 1983-88. He received his B.A. summa cum laude in 1982 from the University of 
Tennessee and his J.D. cum laude from Harvard Law School in 1991.

Hon. James M. Peck (ret.) is global co-chair of Morrison & Foerster LLP’s Business Restructuring 
& Insolvency group in New York. Previously, he served as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern 
District of New York in New York, appointed on Jan. 10, 2006, and presided over the chapter 11 and 
SIPA cases of Lehman Brothers and served as mediator in a number of major cases including Ameri-
can Airlines, MF Global, Residential Capital and General Motors. Prior to his appointment, he was 
in private practice in Philadelphia and New York City for 35 years, concentrating in insolvency law 
and creditors’ rights. Judge Peck was a partner at the law firm of Duane Morris LLP for 10 years and 
moved to New York in 1990 to join Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP as co-head of its Business Reorga-
nization department. He has written and lectured extensively on business bankruptcy topics and has 
frequently served as both moderator and panelist at regional, national and international conferences. 
Judge Peck is a member of INSOL International’s College of Mediators and is on its Prime Finance 
Panel of Experts. He also co-chaired the International Insolvency Institute’s 16th Annual Conference 
in Tokyo. Judge Peck is a member of The World Bank’s Task Force on Creditor/Debtor Regimes and 
the advisory board of ABI’s and Georgetown University Law School’s Views from the Bench pro-
gram. He is also an adjunct professor of finance at New York University’s Stern School of Business. 
Judge Peck received his B.A. from Dartmouth College and his J.D. from New York University School 
of Law.

Hon. Pamela Pepper is a U.S. District Court Judge for the Eastern District of Wisconsin in Mil-
waukee, appointed by President Obama in 2014. Previously, she served as a bankruptcy judge for 
the district, initially appointed on July 5, 2005, and named chief judge on July 1, 2010. Prior to her 
appointment, she was with the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Chicago and moved to the Milwaukee U.S. 
Attorney’s Office in 1994. Judge Pepper was previously a solo criminal defense practitioner, repre-
senting clients in federal trial courts and in the Seventh Circuit, as well as in Wisconsin state court. 
She holds a graduate certificate in dispute resolution from Marquette University and has taught legal 
writing and law practice management at Marquette Law School. Judge Pepper is a member of the 
State Bar of Wisconsin, the Association for Women Lawyers, the Seventh Circuit Bar Association, the 
American Bar Association, the Eastern District of Wisconsin Bar Association and the NACTT Acad-
emy for Consumer Bankruptcy Education. Previously, she served on the board of Federal Defender 
Services of Wisconsin and of the Wisconsin State Public Defender. She is a former president of the 
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Milwaukee Bar Association, a former chair of the State Bar of Wisconsin’s Board of Governors, and 
an ABI member, for which she served as education director and chair of its Consumer Bankruptcy 
Committee, and currently serves on its board of directors. She is also a member of the National Con-
ference of Bankruptcy Judges, having served a term as the Seventh Circuit representative on its Board 
of Governors and as secretary for 2013-14. She has also served on its national conference education 
committee, chairing that committee for the 2014 conference in Chicago. Judge Pepper completed two 
terms as an associate editor of the American Bankruptcy Law Journal. She has served on the Human 
Resources Advisory Council of the Administrative Office of U.S. Courts and currently serves on the 
OSCAR working group for the Administrative Office. She also frequently speaks at Federal Judicial 
Center programs, and is a member of the Center’s Bankruptcy Judges’ Education Advisory Group. 
Judge Pepper is a frequent speaker for bar associations across the country on such topics as the rules 
of evidence in bankruptcy, the intersection of criminal and bankruptcy law, and litigation skills. She 
received her undergraduate degree in theater from Northwestern University and her J.D. from Cornell 
Law School, where she was a notes editor on the Cornell Law Review and a teaching assistant.

Mark D. Podgainy is managing director with Getzler Henrich & Associates LLC in New York and 
has more than 20 years of experience in operational roles and consulting in a variety of industries. 
His areas of expertise include transaction advisory services, business plan analysis, performance 
improvement, cash and vendor management, and interim-management services. He has also worked 
with law firms on forensic and litigation support assignments. Mr. Podgainy’s clients have includ-
ed companies, secured lenders boards of directors and creditors’ committees. His assignments have 
primarily been in the consumer products, apparel and textile, building products, food, hospitality, 
real estate, services and retail sectors. Mr. Podgainy has extensive experience successfully guiding 
middle-market companies through workout and restructuring processes, both in and out of court, 
throughout the country. Outcomes have included successful reorganizations, enterprise and asset 
sales, wind-downs and liquidations. He also has significant performance-improvement experience, 
both as an advisor to portfolio companies and as a member of the management team. Previously, Mr. 
Podgainy was the strategic planning and operations manager of a middle-market manufacturer, where 
he directed a successful company-wide reengineering initiative that involved 20 team members and 
multi-site computer and communication system implementations. As an advisor, he has worked on 
operations improvement, strategic planning and IT assignments, and has filled interim roles, includ-
ing interim CFO. Mr. Podgainy is a member of ABI, the Turnaround Management Association and 
the Cornell Hotel Society, and has written frequently on mergers and acquisitions, real estate and re-
lated topics for numerous industry trade publications. He received his Bachelor’s degree from Cornell 
University’s School of Hotel Administration and his M.B.A. from Columbia University.

Jeffrey N. Pomerantz is a partner with Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones LLP in Los Angeles, where his 
practice includes representing companies, creditors’ committees and private-equity funds in complex 
in- and out-of-court financial restructurings and merger-and-acquisition transactions. He has particu-
lar expertise in restructurings in the restaurant and retail sectors, and is generally focused on middle-
market companies with annual revenues ranging from $50 million to $300 million. Mr. Pomerantz 
also has an active creditors’ committee practice, having represented more than 20 creditors’ commit-
tees over the past several years. He is ABI’s President and authored “The Bare Necessities of Critical 
Vendor Motions—It’s a Jungle Out There,” 13 Journal of Bankruptcy Law & Practice (2004), and he 
has lectured or been a panelist for ABI, the Los Angeles Bankruptcy Forum, the Financial Lawyers 
Conference and the Credit Managers Association. He is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell and was 
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named a “Super Lawyer” in the field of Bankruptcy & Creditor/Debtor Rights from 2009-12 in Los 
Angeles magazine. Mr. Pomerantz received both his undergraduate degree Phi Beta Kappa and his 
J.D. from New York University, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif.

Abid Qureshi is a partner with Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP in New York, where his 
practice focuses on financial restructuring litigation. He represents creditors, bondholders, hedge 
funds, institutional investors, creditor committees and debtors in the full range of complex litiga-
tion matters arising in the course of chapter 11 restructurings, cross-border insolvencies and other 
bankruptcy contexts. Mr. Qureshi has led litigation teams in some of the most challenging and hotly 
contested chapter 11 proceedings in recent years, including Energy Future Holdings, SandRidge En-
ergy, Philadelphia Newspapers, Tribune, Nortel, Eastman Kodak and General Growth Properties. He 
also handles bankruptcy appellate issues at both the district and circuit court levels. Mr. Qureshi is a 
frequent speaker and writer on bankruptcy-related issues and has also testified before the Advisory 
Committee on Bankruptcy Rules regarding recent amendments to the Bankruptcy Rules. He received 
his B.A. with highest honors in 1991 from the University of British Columbia, his J.D. in 1994 from 
the University of Toronto and his LL.M. with merit in 1996 from the London School of Economics 
and Political Science.

Gregory F. Rayburn, CFA, CPA is a managing partner with Kobi Partners, LLC in Kiawah Island, 
S.C., and is senior executive with more than 28 years of experience creating and maximizing val-
ue for stakeholders of companies facing cultural, strategic and competitive challenges. He provides 
high-impact leadership and implementation of change under adverse circumstances. Mr. Rayburn has 
experience in a wide range of industries, including consumer products, manufacturing, freight, tele-
communications, retail, gaming, thoroughbred horse racing, hospitality, home building, pharmaceuti-
cal, health care and outsourced services. He has served in a number of challenging CEO, COO and 
CRO positions and is currently serving as the chairman and CEO of Hostess Brands, maker of iconic 
brands such as Wonder Bread, Drakes Cakes and Twinkies. He served as a member of the board of 
directors of the Great Atlantic & Pacific Tea Co. until their successful emergence from bankruptcy. 
He also served at the request of the Governor of New York as the CEO of the New York City Off 
Track Betting Corporation. In addition, Mr. Rayburn served as the CEO of Magna Entertainment 
Corp., completing the successful restructuring of North America’s largest owner of thoroughbred 
horse tracks and casinos (including Gulfstream Park, Santa Anita and Pimlico). He served as CEO of 
Syntax-Brillian Corp., the maker of Olevia LCD televisions and Vivitar cameras, and as CEO of In-
ternational Outsourcing Services, the largest U.S. coupon processing company with data outsourcing 
services across Europe. Mr. Rayburn served as CEO of Muzak Holdings LLC, the largest provider of 
audio architecture and branding services in the world. He also served as COO and CRO of aaiPharma, 
a specialty pharmaceutical company specializing in drug development and the marketing and sales 
of branded and generic drug lines. Prior to aaiPharma, Mr. Rayburn was the CRO of WorldCom, 
then the largest U.S. bankruptcy filing in history. Prior to WorldCom, Mr. Rayburn served as CEO of 
Sunterra Corp., then the largest resort development and timeshare interest company with 89 resorts 
in 8 countries. He has also served as a senior advisor to boards of directors and management teams. 
Mr. Rayburn is qualified as an expert witness in federal and state courts on issues such as business 
viability, strategic plan assessment, fraud, damages and bankruptcy reorganizations. He is a member 
of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. Mr. Rayburn received his B.S. in business 
and marketing and his M.A. in accounting from the University of Alabama.
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Deborah A. Reperowitz is a bankruptcy and commercial litigation attorney with McGlinchey Staf-
ford PLLC in New York. She represents clients in all aspects of commercial litigation, business 
restructuring and bankruptcy matters. Mr. Reperowitz has successfully represented clients in the fi-
nancial services, insurance, real estate, telecommunications, airline and general manufacturing sec-
tors. She also is listed on the register of mediators maintained by the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the 
Southern District of New York, and has been selected to serve as a mediator in the bankruptcy case 
of Dewey & LeBoeuf and a mediator and arbitrator in the Madoff liquidations. Previously, Ms. Rep-
erowitz was senior vice president and chief litigation counsel of CIT Group Inc., a NYSE financial 
services company. During that time, she established and chaired CIT’s litigation and government 
investigations legal team and managed virtually all of CIT’s litigation and government inquiries and 
investigations. She also was charged with mitigating litigation risk and assisted CIT with its restruc-
ture. Subsequently, Ms. Reperowitz served as the general counsel to Fairholme Capital Management, 
LLC and as secretary to The Fairholme Funds, Inc. She received her B.S. in 1982 from New York 
University and her J.D. in 1985 from Seton Hall University School of Law, where she was an editor 
of the Seton Hall Law Review and a member of the Moot Court Board.

Robert P. Reynolds is a shareholder with Reynolds, Reynolds & Little, LLC in Montgomery, Ala., 
where he focuses his practice on bankruptcy law, participation loan resolutions and workouts, bank-
ing law, commercial litigation and lender-liability defense. He is admitted to the Alabama Bar As-
sociation and the U.S. District Courts for the Northern, Middle and Southern Districts of Alabama, 
the Northern District of Florida, the Fifth and Eleventh Circuit Courts of Appeals, and the U.S. Su-
preme Court. Mr. Reynolds is an ABI director and is Board Certified in both Business and Consumer 
Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification. He is also a member of the Alabama State 
Bar’s  Board of Legal Specialization and the Tuscaloosa Bar Association. Mr. Reynolds received his 
B.S. from Auburn University in 1975 and his M.P.A. in 1976 and J.D. in 1979 from the University of 
Alabama, where he was a member of Omicron Delta Kappa.

Michael P. Richman is a partner in the Bankruptcy, Restructuring & Creditors’ Rights group of 
Hunton & Williams LLP in New York. With more than 35 years of legal experience, he is skilled in 
all aspects of chapter 11 bankruptcy, focusing his practice on representing chapter 11 debtors and 
creditors’ committees, and he has advised and continues to represent secured and unsecured creditors, 
equity-holders, purchasers and all manner of parties in interest on virtually every aspect of finan-
cial distress and bankruptcy. Among his recent engagements, he represented the unsecured creditors’ 
committee of O.W. Bunker and the Government of Puerto Rico’s Department of Treasury, as well as 
the unsecured creditors’ committees of Simplexity and Prince Sports. He also played a central role 
in the litigation over the government-engineered fast-track sale of General Motors by representing a 
lead group of bondholders who opposed the sale. Mr. Richman was ABI president from 2004-05 and 
chairman of its Board of Directors from 2006-07, and has been a member of its management and ex-
ecutive committees. He previously co-chaired ABI’s Asset Sales Committee and was on ABI’s Com-
mission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11, and he also served as co-vice chair of ABI’s Ethics Task 
Force. In addition, he is on the advisory boards of ABI’s New York City Bankruptcy Conference and 
VALCON conference. Mr. Richman is the founder of and lead keyboardist for ABI’s house band, the 
Indubitable Equivalents. He received his undergraduate degree with honors from Vassar College and 
his J.D. from Columbia Law School, where he was a Harlan Fiske Stone scholar and was awarded the 
David M. Berger award in honor of Prof. Wolfgang Friedmann for distinction in international law. He 
also served as managing editor of the Columbia Journal of Transnational Law.
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Shawn M. Riley is president of McDonald Hopkins LLC in Cleveland and founded the firm’s Busi-
ness Restructuring Services Department. He has advised clients on strategic alternatives, including 
acquisitions, sales, mergers, affiliations, refinancing, recapitalizations and restructurings. His clients 
have ranged from bookstore chains to multifacility hospital systems, with revenue from $10 million 
to $1.5 billion. Since 2007, Mr. Riley has been recognized as a leading lawyer in Ohio and nation-
ally in the field of restructurings and bankruptcies. Mr. Riley is a member of ABI and the Turnaround 
Management Association. He also serves as president of the Greater Cleveland Chapter of the Ameri-
can Red Cross and is a member of the board of trustees for Kent State University and the Cleveland 
Institute of Music. In addition, from 2011-15, he served as the mayor of Gates Mills, Ohio. Mr. Riley 
received his undergraduate degree from Kent State University and his J.D. from Case Western Re-
serve University School of Law.

Henry J. Riordan is assistant chief of the Civil Trial Sesion of the Northern Region Tax Division 
of the U.S. Department of Justice in Washington, D.C., where he coordinates interagency offsets for 
the Tax Division and is a member a working group on international bankruptcy issues. He has also 
assisted in the formulation of tax policy and has spearheaded an interagency discussion group on off-
sets. Mr. Riordan was hired by the Tax Division in 1989 from the IRS Miami District Counsel’s Of-
fice after he distinguished himself there as an experienced litigator before the U.S. Tax Court. Since 
then, his work as a tax litigator in the Northern Region has been recognized by numerous Tax Divi-
sion awards. He also received the prestigious Assistant Attorney General’s Training Award in 2016 
— the first attorney in the Tax Division to receive such an award. He is currently a Board Certified 
Tax Attorney by The Florida Board of Legal Specialization and Education. In addition to his other re-
sponsibilities, Mr. Riordan has served as an instructor/lecturer on bankruptcy matters for the National 
Advocacy Center, ABA, ABI, local bar associations and the Tax Division. He earned his B.S. with a 
concentration in entrepreneurship from Babson College in Wellesley, Mass., his J.D. cum laude from 
New England School of Law in Boston, and his LL.M. in Taxation from Georgetown University Law 
Center in Washington, D.C.

William J. Rochelle, III is ABI’s Editor-at-Large and resides in New York. Previously, he published 
for Bloomberg from 2007-15. Prior to his second career in journalism, Mr. Rochelle practiced bank-
ruptcy law for 35 years, including 17 years as a partner in the New York office of Fulbright & Jawor-
ski LLP. He earned his undergraduate and law degrees from Columbia University, where he was a 
Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar.

Elizabeth F. Rojas is the standing chapter 13 trustee for the San Fernando Valley and Northern 
Division Bankruptcy Courts in Sherman Oaks, Calif., and has more than 37 years of managerial ex-
perience. She was on the General Manager’s Executive Staff for the Metropolitan Water District of 
Southern California for more than five years, and was a member of the City Manager’s staff for the 
City of Torrance for more than 14 years. Ms. Rojas received her B.A. from Loyola Marymount Uni-
versity and her Master’s in public administration from the University of Southern California.

Hon. Barry Russell is a Bankruptcy Judge with the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Central District 
of California in Los Angeles, appointed in 1974. He served as Chief Judge from January 2003 to 
December 2006, and served on a Bankruptcy Appellate Panel and from September 1999 to Decem-
ber 2001. He is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and has been a faculty member of 
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the Federal Judicial Center in Washington, D.C., since 1977, lecturing to other bankruptcy judges 
throughout the U.S. Judge Russell received the American Bar Association’s Franklin N. Flaschener 
Judicial Award as the outstanding judge in the U.S. in a trial court of special jurisdiction in 1987. He 
was the first American invited by the Supreme People’s Court in the People’s Republic of China to 
lecture on the subject of bankruptcy law in September 1988. In 2000, Judge Russell received the Los 
Angeles County Bar Association’s Dispute Resolution Services’ Emil Gumpert Judicial ADR award, 
and in 2004 he received the Los Angeles County Bar Association’s Outstanding Jurist Award. He was 
also awarded the Lifetime Achievement Award by the Association of Insolvency and Restructuring 
Advisors (AIRA) in the Bankruptcy and Restructuring Field. On Oct. 13, 2008, the San Fernando 
Valley Bar Association awarded Judge Russell the Stanley Mosk Legacy of Justice Award on Feb. 19, 
2009, and he was awarded the Judge William L. Norton J. Judicial Excellence Award in 2013. Judge 
Russell received his B.S. in engineering and his J.D. from UCLA.

Thomas J. Salerno is a partner in the Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights practice at Stinson Leonard 
Street LLP in Phoenix, where he represents distressed companies, acquirers and creditors in financial 
restructurings and bankruptcy proceedings, pre- and post-bankruptcy workouts, and corporate recapi-
talizations. He works with clients from an array of industries, including casinos, resort hotels, sports 
teams, real estate, high-tech manufacturing, electricity generation, agribusiness, construction, health 
care, airlines and franchised fast-food operations. Mr. Salerno has represented parties in insolvency 
proceedings in 30 states and five countries. He has been involved in restructurings in the U.S., U.K., 
Germany, France, Switzerland, and the Czech and Slovak Republics. In addition, Mr. Salerno taught 
comparative international insolvency at the University of Salzburg and Gray’s Inn School of Law 
in London, and is an adjunct professor at the Sandra Day O’Connor School of Law at Arizona State 
University, teaching bankruptcy litigation and advanced chapter 11 bankruptcy. He is also a regular 
guest lecturer at the Eller MBA Program for the University of Arizona. Mr. Salerno has served as an 
expert witness on U.S. insolvency law in litigation in Germany, and represented Coyote Hockey LLC, 
the owners of the Phoenix Coyotes of the National Hockey League (NHL), in historic bankruptcy 
proceedings that resulted in an unprecedented solution: the NHL purchasing one of its own teams for 
the first time in the league’s 90-year history. He headed the U.S. delegation to the Czech Republic in 
advising the Czech Government in the historic revamping of its bankruptcy law, which took effect in 
January 2008, and he has also advised on revamping insolvency laws in the Dominican Republic and 
Costa Rica. Mr. Salerno is a member of the UNCITRAL working group on its Insolvency Law Re-
form Project, completed in early 2007. He is a former ABI Board and Executive Committee member, 
a past director of the American Board of Certification, a Fellow of the American College of Bank-
ruptcy, and a member of the Plan Issues Advisory Subcommittee for ABI’s landmark Bankruptcy 
Review Commission. Mr. Salerno received his B.A. summa cum laude from Rutgers University and 
his J.D. cum laude from Notre Dame Law School, where he served as an editor of the Notre Dame 
Law Review.

Hon. Deborah J. Saltzman is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Central District of California in Los 
Angeles, appointed March 18, 2010. Prior to her appointment, she was a practitioner with DLA Piper, 
Hennigan, Bennett & Dorman, O’Melveny & Myers and Klee, Tuchin, Bogdanoff & Stern. She is 
admitted to the California Bar and is a member of the State Bar of California, the National Confer-
ence of Bankruptcy Judges, the Los Angeles County Bar Association, ABI and the Financial Lawyers 
Conference. Judge Saltzman received her B.A. in 1991 from Amherst College Phi Beta Kappa and 
her J.D. in 1996 from the University of Virginia School of Law.
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Chérie Schaible is the General Counsel at Ankura Consulting Group in Mamaroneck, N.Y., where 
she is responsible for all legal, compliance, corporate governance and regulatory affairs. She has 
more than 15 years of experience advising and representing clients on corporate governance, complex 
corporate transactions, restructurings, financings, and regulatory and compliance matters. Her cli-
ents have included corporations, financial institutions, institutional investors, insurance companies, 
and private-equity and hedge funds. Prior to Ankura, Ms. Schaible was an associate general counsel 
and managing director at AIG Investments, where she managed a team of attorneys responsible for 
supporting a full range of investment transactions, including fixed-income securities, loans, equity 
investments and life settlements. In addition, she was directly responsible for advising clients that 
managed in excess of $5 billion on restructurings, high-yield transactions and residential mortgage 
lending. Ms. Schaible also supported the compliance department on various matters and worked 
with the regulatory team on processes to facilitate Federal Reserve Regulations, including corporate 
governance, policies, procedures and legal-entity reporting. In addition, she advised the impact and 
implementation of processes and procedures to comply with the Volcker Rule of the Dodd-Frank Wall 
Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act. Ms. Schaible began her legal career as an associate for 
the bankruptcy, reorganization and bank finance team at Shearman and Sterling, LLP. While at Shear-
man, she was seconded to the Office of the Prosecution for the United Nations International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda to assist with the prosecution of perpetrators of the Rwandan Genocide. Ms. 
Schaible holds an LL.B. with honors from Bond University in Australia and an LL.M. in corporate 
law from New York University School of Law.

Damian S. Schaible is a partner with Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP’s Insolvency and Restructuring 
Group in New York, where he has worked on a wide range of corporate restructurings and bankrupt-
cies, representing debtors, creditors, hedge funds, banks, lenders, asset-purchasers and other strategic 
parties. He regularly represents debtors, creditors, banks, hedge funds, asset-purchasers and other 
strategic parties in connection with pre-packaged and traditional bankruptcies, out-of-court workouts, 
DIP and exit financings, bankruptcy litigation, § 363 sales and liability management transactions. 
His recent notable representations include acting as counsel to the administrative agent for Pacific 
Exploration & Production Corp.’s $1 billion revolver; a group of second-lien holders in connection 
with Sandridge Energy’s chapter 11 cases; the administrative agent for Enduro Resource Partners’ 
reserve-based loan; the note purchasers, exchanging noteholders and DIP lenders in connection with 
the debt recapitalization and then chapter 11 of Venoco, Inc.; the administrative agent for Connacher 
Oil and Gas Limited’s first-lien credit facility in connection with Connacher’s restructuring, including 
implementation of a Plan of Arrangement under the Canada Business Corporations Act; Tonon Bio-
energia S.A. in connection with its exchange of approximately US$300 million 9.250 percent senior 
notes for new step-up senior notes; a group of term lenders in connection with the restructuring of 
Key Energy Services; Citibank, as administrative agent and collateral agent in connection with $692 
million of debtor-in-possession credit facilities for Alpha Natural Resources, Inc. and as the agent 
for the debtors’ pre-petition credit facilities; Citibank as the DIP Agent and pre-petition agent in con-
nection with the chapter 11 cases of Peabody Energy; the pre-petition and DIP lenders in connection 
with Essar Steel Algoma’s Canadian CCAA bankruptcy proceedings; the “First Out” pre-petition 
lenders and DIP lenders in connection with the RadioShack chapter 11 cases; Patriot Coal Corp. and 
its affiliates in connection with their chapter 11 cases; Pinnacle Airlines and its affiliates in connec-
tion with their chapter 11 cases; and Frontier Airlines in its chapter 11 restructuring. In addition, he 
has spent significant time working with several major financial institutions on their resolution plans 
(“living wills”) required under Dodd-Frank. Mr. Schaible currently serves on the Executive Com-
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mittee of the Board of the New York City Bar Association as its treasurer, and is an at-large member 
of ABI’s Executive Committee. He is also a contributing author to Collier on Bankruptcy and the 
Collier Bankruptcy Practice Guide. Mr. Schaible was named a “Rising Star” in the New York Law 
Journal for 2013, a “Leading Lawyer, New York: Bankruptcy/Restructuring” in Chambers USA for 
2103 and one of the top “40 Under 40” by the M&A Advisor. He received his B.A. magna cum laude 
in political science from the College of the Holy Cross in 1998 and his J.D. magna cum laude from 
New York University School of Law in 2001, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif and 
served on the NYU Law Review.

Dr. Israel Shaked is a founder and managing director of The Michel-Shaked Group in Boston, 
where he provides valuation, expert testimony, corporate finance and business consulting services 
to corporations and government entities worldwide. He is also a professor of finance and econom-
ics at the Boston University School of Management and a two-time winner of Boston University’s 
Broderick Prize for Excellence in Teaching. His academic and professional research covers such 
areas as valuation, bankruptcy, fraudulent conveyance, investment analysts, financial distress, LBOs, 
international business, mergers and acquisitions, economics, corporate structure analysis, corporate 
financial decisions and capital markets. Dr. Shaked was director of the Boston Chartered Financial 
Analysts (CFA) Examination Review Program for 19 years, as well as a co-founder and director of 
the Institute of Chartered Pension Professionals (ICPP). He is a member of the ABI Journal editorial 
board and a contributing editor. He has also authored or co-authored numerous articles and several 
books, including A Practical Guide to Bankruptcy Valuation, published by the American Bankruptcy 
Institute (2013), and he appears regularly on television and in the press commenting on contemporary 
financial and business issues. Dr. Shaked has delivered hundreds of seminars to corporate executives 
and law firms globally and has been engaged as an expert witness offering testimony at depositions, 
arbitrations and trials on numerous cases. He received a B.A. in economics and a B.A. in Statistics 
from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, his M.B.A. with a concentration in finance from the He-
brew University of Jerusalem, and his Doctor of Business Administration (D.B.A.) from Harvard 
Business School.

James Patrick Shea is a partner with Armstrong Teasdale LLP in Las Vegas, where he focuses on 
advising financial institutions, landlords, vendors and other creditors in business bankruptcy proceed-
ings. He has represented numerous hotel casino properties, guides creditors in all aspects of litigation 
relating to the debtor/creditor relationship, and assists in protecting and enforcing their rights, inter-
ests and remedies, both inside and outside of insolvency proceedings, including reorganizations, liq-
uidations and informal out-of-court workouts. An ABI member since 1988 and ABI’s immediate past 
president, he is formerly ABI’s Vice President-Communication & Information Technology and the 
founding chair of ABI’s former subcommittee on Gaming Insolvencies and Reorganizations. He also 
chairs ABI’s Civility Task Force and is a former program chair of ABI’s Southwest Bankruptcy Con-
ference. Mr. Shea is past chair and current vice chair of the State Bar of Nevada’s Bankruptcy Law 
Section, a member of the State Bar of Nevada’s Civility Task Force, chair of the advisory committee 
of the Southern Nevada Association of Bankruptcy Attorneys, a Ninth Circuit Lawyer Representa-
tive for the District of Nevada, and a member of the Ninth Circuit LRCC and Conference Planning 
Committee. He is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell and is consistently listed in The Best Lawyers in 
America and as a Mountain West Super Lawyer. Mr. Shea received both his undergraduate degree and 
his J.D. from the University of Arizona, where he received the chairmanship to the Moot Court Board 
and the Mitchell C. Nelson Award for legal scholarship.
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Timothy G. Skillman, CTP is a managing director with Deloitte CRG in Los Angeles and has more 
than 25 years of experience in working with financially and operationally challenged companies, spe-
cializing in developing and implementing viable improvement strategies for companies in manufac-
turing and distribution industries. He spent 18 years advising public and private companies in change 
management, strategy development and plan execution. Mr. Skillman’s areas of focus include process 
improvement, cash-flow improvement, organizational design and employee productivity within the 
company. He is also adept at managing relationships with key external constituents during the transi-
tion. Prior to joining Deloitte, Mr. Skillman spent 13 years as a commercial banker in Detroit, includ-
ing three years as a workout banker and six years as a banker to the automotive industry. He is a past 
officer and member of the board of directors of the Association of Certified Turnaround Professionals 
and is a member of the board of advisors of The City of Los Angeles Minority Business Development 
Center. Mr. Skillman received his B.A. from the University of Michigan and his M.B.A. from the 
University of Michigan’s Stephen M. Ross School of Business.

Richard Stevenson is a managing director of Crescent Capital Group LP in Los Angeles, where he 
primarily focuses on middle-market special-situations investments. Prior to joining the firm in 2003, 
he was a vice president at Whitney & Co. focusing on mezzanine and private-equity investing. Prior 
to that, he worked at Chase Securities, Inc. in the High Yield and Global Chemicals Industry groups 
and at E. I. DuPont de Nemours & Co. as an engineer. Mr. Stevenson received his B.A. in mechani-
cal engineering from the University of Delaware and his M.B.A. from the Wharton School of the 
University of Pennsylvania.

Samuel M. Stricklin is a partner with Gruber Elrod Johansen Hail Shank LLP in Dallas, a litiga-
tion boutique with significant experience in bankruptcy-related litigation. His practice has included a 
broad range of clients, including debtors, creditors’ committees and trustees. Mr. Stricklin has nearly 
30 years of national experience in business bankruptcy law, representing clients in complex commer-
cial bankruptcy cases and related litigation in bankruptcy courts across the U.S. He practiced for 13 
years at Sheinfeld, Maley and Kay, PC and spent 12 years at Bracewell & Giuliani LLP. Mr. Strick-
lin is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. He 
received his B.A. from Texas A&M University in 1984 and his J.D. from the University of Houston 
Law School in 1987.

Scott Y. Stuart is the founder and co-CEO of Esquify, Inc. in Chicago and has more than 20 years 
experience in the restructuring, litigation and distressed investment sectors. Previously, he was a se-
nior director with Garden City Group, LLC in New York, where he was responsible for heading the 
firm’s national business development efforts in the claims administration and noticing sector. He was 
also a senior trial attorney with the Office of the U.S. Trustee for the Eastern District of New York, 
department chair of Rivkin Radler’s restructuring services department, and senior vice president and 
general counsel to TruFoods Systems, Inc., an acquisition company. Mr. Stuart is admitted to practice 
in the courts of New York and New Jersey and has been a mediator since the early 1990s, when he 
was one of the earliest participants in the Eastern District of New York’s pilot mediation program. He 
is on the faculty of the ABI/St. John’s University Forty-Hour Mediation Training Program and is one 
of the founding members of ABI’s Bankruptcy Mediation Committee. Mr. Stuart has been appointed 
co-chair of the American Bar Association’s Alternative Dispute Resolution Subcommittee under the 
ABA’s Business Bankruptcy Committee Section, and he sits on the mediation panels of the Southern 
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District of New York, Eastern District of New York and District of Delaware. He is a frequent con-
tributor to law and trade publications including the ABI Journal, for which he served as an associate 
editor and currently serves as a coordinating editor for its Litigator’s Perspective column. Mr. Stuart 
received his B.A. from the State University of New York at Binghamton and his J.D. from Brooklyn 
Law School.

Hon. Laura Stuart Taylor is Chief Judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District 
of California in San Diego, initially appointed in January 2008 and named chief judge in October 
2012. In January 2013, she was also appointed to a seven-year term on the Ninth Circuit Bankruptcy 
Appellate Panel. Judge Taylor served as the conference chair for the 2012 Ninth Circuit Judicial Con-
ference and as program chair for the 2011 Conference. She previously served on the Ninth Circuit 
Bankruptcy Judges Education Committee and the Ninth Circuit’s Pro Se Committee. Judge Taylor 
currently chairs the Local Rules and Bar Advisory Committee of her court and led the effort to redraft 
the court’s Local Rules. She currently serves on the Federal Judicial Center’s Chief Judge Education 
Committee and actively participates in educational programs in the area of bankruptcy law, most re-
cently participating in programs sponsored by the National Conference of Bankruptcy Trustees, the 
San Diego County Bar Association, the San Diego Bankruptcy Forum and the State Bar of California. 
Judge Taylor is an active member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and serves as 
chair of the U.S. Trustee Liaison Committee. She also is a Master in the Louis M. Welsh Inn of the 
American Inns of Court. Judge Taylor received her B.A. with highest honors from the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill and her J.D. from Duke University.

Frank P. Terzo is chair of GrayRobinson, PA’s Bankruptcy & Creditors’ Rights practice group in 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla., where his practice focuses on insolvency matters, including the representa-
tion of corporate and consumer clients in complex workouts, creditors’ committees, chapter 11 and 7 
trustees, assignees for the benefit of creditors and receiverships. His practice also encompasses both 
the prosecution and defense of all forms of complex bankruptcy litigation, including preferences, 
fraudulent transfers and complex contested matters. He is experienced in the health care field and 
represented trustees and committees in hospital, nursing home, diagnostic center and HMO cases, and 
has patient care ombudsman appointments throughout the state of Florida. Additionally, he has been 
involved in several timeshare cases, having represented a national bank in one of the largest timeshare 
developer cases in Florida. Mr. Terzo is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell, named in Florida Super 
Lawyers magazine, described as a “Top Attorney” in South Florida Legal Guide, and is listed in The 
Best Lawyers in America (2009-16) and Chambers & Partners USA (2012-17). He currently serves 
on the bankruptcy faculty advisory board of St. John’s University School of Law in New York and on 
the advisory board of ABI’s Alexander L. Paskay Memorial Bankruptcy Seminar, and he is a former 
adjunct professor of bankruptcy law at Florida International University School of Law. Mr. Terzo 
received his B.S. from the University of Cincinnati and his J.D. with honors from Nova Southeastern 
University Shepard Broad Law Center, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif.

Hon. Deborah L. Thorne is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois in Chicago, 
appointed on Oct. 22, 2015. She is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, a member of the 
Board of Governors for the Seventh Circuit Bar Association and ABI’s Vice President-Communica-
tion and Information Technology. Previously, Judge Thorne was a partner with Barnes & Thornburg 
LLP in Chicago. Her practice included the representation of creditors and other parties in insolvency 
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proceedings, and she frequently served as a federal equity receiver in commodity fraud cases brought 
by the Commodity Futures Trading Commission. In addition, she served as co-chair of the Women’s 
Initiative for the firm and as a federal equity receiver in cases involving commodity fraud in the 
Northern District of Illinois. Judge Thorne is a past chair of both the Chicago Bar Association’s Bank-
ruptcy Committee and the Seventh Circuit Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Committee. She authored 
ABI’s Preference Defense Handbook, The Circuits Compared and is one of the authors of ABI’s 
Interrupted! Understanding Bankruptcy’s Effects on Manufacturing Supply Chains. In addition, she 
has been included in The Best Lawyers in America in the area of bankruptcy and creditor-debtor 
rights law, was recognized as a Leading Lawyer in Illinois and has been recognized by Illinois Super 
Lawyers every year since 2003. Judge Thorne received her B.A. from Macalester College, her M.A.T. 
from Duke University and her J.D. with honors from Illinois Institute of Technology Chicago-Kent 
College of Law.

Patricia B. Tomasco is a partner in the Bankruptcy section of Jackson Walker L.L.P. in Austin, 
Texas, and has more than 25 years of experience resolving corporate insolvency problems. Her prac-
tice consists of corporate reorganization and fiduciary litigation, and she focuses on workouts, reor-
ganizations, distressed acquisitions, and debtor and creditor representation in chapter 11 cases, as 
well as litigation related to fiduciary roles in both corporate and securitization entities. She also has 
experience in telecommunications-related reorganizations and litigation. Ms. Tomasco is a frequent 
author and lecturer on a variety of restructuring and workout-related matters, and represents clients 
in a variety of industries, including oil and gas, semiconductor, e-commerce, software, telecommuni-
cations, health care, biotechnology and manufacturing. Ms. Tomasco is Board Certified in Business 
Bankruptcy Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization and served on its Exam Commission 
from 2007-11. She is a member of the American Bar Association, ABI, the State Bar of Texas’s Bank-
ruptcy Law Section, and the Austin Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Section, for which she has served 
as counsel and secretary. She is also a member of the Bar Association of the Fifth Federal Circuit and 
the Austin Young Lawyers Association. Ms. Tomasco has been named a “Super Lawyer” (2005-14) 
and a “Bankruptcy & Creditor/Debtor Rights Super Lawyer” (2009-10, 2012) by Thomson Reuters, 
and in 2005 was listed in the Austin Business Journal in “Best of Business Attorneys & Corporate 
Counsel, Bankruptcy Law.” She is admitted to the New York and Texas Bars, as well as the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia, Federal and Fifth Circuits, the U.S. District Courts 
for the Eastern District of Michigan, the District of Arizona, and the Eastern, Western, Southern and 
Northern Districts of Texas, and the U.S. Supreme Court. Ms. Tomasco received her B.A. from Rice 
University and her J.D. from South Texas College of Law.

Ronald M. Tucker is vice president and bankruptcy counsel at Simon Property Group, a real estate 
investment trust in Indianapolis. He is a member of the ICSC Government Economic Issues Subcom-
mittee, which includes bankruptcy reform. Mr. Tucker has served or is currently serving as a member 
and/or chairman on more than 165 bankruptcy creditors’ committees, including Aeropostale, Pac Sun, 
Radio Shack, Frederick’s of Hollywood, Wet Seal, Circuit City, Borders, Coldwater Creek, Sbarro, 
Brookstone, etc. Additionally, he has served and continues to serve on a number of post-chapter 11 
plan confirmation oversight committees. Mr. Tucker is a member of the Indiana Bar Association and 
ABI, and he is a frequent speaker on retail bankruptcy at the ICSC Law Conference, Financial Ad-
visory Conference, the New York Bankruptcy Bar and various ABI conferences. He is admitted to 
practice before the Indiana Bar, the U.S. District Court of Indiana and the U.S. Supreme Court. Mr. 
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Tucker received his B.S. magna cum laude from Ball State University and his J.D. from Indiana State 
University School of Law.

Nancy A. Valentine is a partner in Ice Miller LLP’s Business and Bankruptcy & Financial Restruc-
turing Groups in Cleveland. She has a diverse litigation and transactional practice serving Fortune 
500 companies, financial institutions, privately held companies and individuals, and she routinely 
represents buyers and sellers of middle-market businesses in complex transactions. Ms. Valentine 
represents secured creditors, equipment lessors, landlords and debtors in bankruptcy and in federal 
court and state court litigation proceedings, as well as civil litigation, such as receiverships and col-
lection matters, and has particular expertise in agricultural lending. In addition, she has handled 
complex, multi-issue real estate transactions involving industrial farms; lifestyle, shopping mall and 
strip centers; hotels; multifamily residential properties; and water parks. Ms. Valentine has frequently 
managed teams of attorneys on large matters, such as a $100M distressed loan package that required 
refinancing, restructuring, sales, federal district court litigation, and the coordination of simultaneous 
bankruptcy cases. She is an active member of Cleveland business and civic communities and chairs 
IWIRC. Ms. Valentine received her B.A. in European studies from Vanderbilt University in 1994 and 
her J.D. from The Ohio State University Moritz College of Law in 1998.

Steven L. Victor is a senior managing director with Development Specialists, Inc. in Chicago, and 
has more than 25 years’ experience successfully administering and managing both public and private 
companies involved in high-stakes chapter 11 and 7 bankruptcies, as well as out-of-court workouts. 
He focuses on operations, management, financial analysis, budgeting, business valuations, marketing 
services and resource management. His industry expertise includes telecommunications, technology, 
health care, oil and gas, real estate and financial services. Mr. Victor has directed the sale of numerous 
debtors, including their assets, stock and/or related interests, from business units and site locations to 
individual pieces of machinery and equipment. He is experienced in the sale of public-sector compa-
nies, and has served as an independent manager and member of multiple boards of directors. Mr. Vic-
tor received his B.S. in investment banking and real estate from the University of Illinois, his M.A. in 
business administration from the University of South California, and a Certificate of Completion for 
the emergency management training program at Michigan State University.

Irving E. Walker is the managing partner of Cole Schotz P.C.’s Baltimore office, where he advises 
and represents businesses facing financial difficulties, including nonprofit health care providers, and 
those requiring financial restructuring, both out of court whenever possible and in chapter 11 and 
other court proceedings when necessary. He also represents creditors’ committees, trustees, landlords, 
trade creditors and equity-holders, as well as purchasers of assets out of bankruptcy. Mr. Walker has 
represented clients in a wide variety of litigation arising out of bankruptcy cases and other failed busi-
ness situations, including director and officer litigation (as counsel for both plaintiff and defendants), 
avoidance actions and other commercial litigation, including precedent-setting cases at the trial and 
appellate levels, as well as the U.S. Supreme Court. Mr. Walker has been listed as “Lawyer of the 
Year” by The Best Lawyers in America for Baltimore in Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/
Insolvency and Reorganization Law for 2013 and 2016 and in Litigation-Bankruptcy for 2012 and 
2014, as well as in “Bet-the-Company” Litigation in 2013, and as being among the best lawyers in 
America for 15 years in the areas of bankruptcy and reorganization law and litigation-bankruptcy. 
Corporate International Magazine recognized him as “Corporate Restructuring Attorney of the Year 
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in Maryland,” and most recently, he has been listed as one of “Maryland’s Top 100 Lawyers” by 
Super Lawyers Maryland Edition. Mr. Walker received his B.A. from Duke University, where he 
completed a double major in mathematics and management science, and his J.D. from the University 
of Maryland Francis King Carey School of Law, where he achieved the Order of the Coif distinction.

James F. Wallack is a director at Goulston & Storrs PC in Boston and heads up the firm’s bankruptcy 
and restructuring group. He specializes in complex chapter 11 reorganizations, workouts and transac-
tions involving distressed assets, and represents debtors-in-possession, secured lenders, unsecured 
creditors’ committees, liquidators, purchasers, investors and borrowers in bankruptcy proceedings 
throughout the U.S. and in out-of-court workouts and acquisitions of troubled companies. A primary 
focus of his practice is the representation of private-equity firms and their underperforming portfolio 
companies. Mr. Wallack has handled the acquisition and disposition of troubled real estate assets and 
retail and consumer products companies. He is recognized in Chambers USA. Mr. Wallack received 
his B.A. in 1977 from Northwestern University and his J.D. in 1980 from the University of Michigan 
Law School.

Hon. Paul J. Watford is as a Circuit Judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit in Pas-
adena, Calif. He was nominated by President Obama on Oct. 17, 2011, and confirmed by the Senate 
on May 21, 2012. From 1994-95, Judge Watford clerked for Judge Alex Kozinski of the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, and from 1995-96 he served as a law clerk to Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg of the U.S. Supreme Court. From 1997-2000, he served as an Assistant U.S. Attorney in 
Los Angeles, and from 2001 until his appointment to the bench, he was in private practice at Munger, 
Tolles & Olson LLP in Los Angeles, where his practice focused primarily on appellate litigation. 
Judge Watford received his undergraduate degree from the University of California at Berkeley in 
1989 and his J.D. from UCLA School of Law in 1994.

 Hon. Eugene R. Wedoff served as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois in 
Chicago) from 1987-2015 and as chief judge from 2002-07. He presided over the chapter 11 reorga-
nization of United Air Lines. Judge Wedoff was a member of the Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy 
Rules from 2004-14 and served as its chair after 2010. He was the president of the National Confer-
ence of Bankruptcy Judges in 2013 and 2014 and also served as a member of the NCBJ’s Board of 
Governors, as its secretary, and as chair of its education committee. Judge Wedoff is ABI’s President-
Elect and a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, as well as a member of the National Bank-
ruptcy Conference. He is the author of the chapter on professional employment in Queenan, Hendel 
and Hillinger, Chapter 11 Theory and Practice (LRP Publications 1994), has been an associate editor 
of the American Bankruptcy Law Journal and currently serves as a contributing editor of the Thom-
son Reuters Bankruptcy Law Letter. Judge Wedoff is a frequent lecturer and has served as a member 
of the Federal Judicial Center’s Committee on Bankruptcy Judge Education. In 2009, he received the 
Lawrence P. King Award from the Commercial Law League, and in 1995, he received the Excellence 
in Education Award from the NCBJ. Judge Wedoff graduated from the college and law school of the 
University of Chicago.

Wayne P. Weitz is a managing director of EisnerAmper LLP’s Bankruptcy and Restructuring Group 
in New York and has more than 25 years of experience in turnarounds, restructuring, bankruptcy, 
mergers and acquisitions, financial and operational management and complex bondholder litigation. 



AMERICAN BANKRUPTCY INSTITUTE

1525
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of Georgia’s Bankruptcy Section. She also served as president of the Georgia Association for Women 
Lawyers and of the GAWL Foundation, and from 2005-11, she served on the Executive Committee 
for the State Bar of Georgia and since 2000 been a member of the Board of Governors. She is the 
current chair of state bar’s Finance Committee. Ms. Whaley is an active member of the Association 
of Chapter 12 Trustees and the National Association of Chapter 13 Trustees and is their representa-
tive to the Advisory Committee on Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure. She also serves on the NACTT 
Foundation Board. Ms. Whaley taught as an adjunct professor of bankruptcy at John Marshall Law 
School in Atlanta from 2002 to 2014. She retired from the Air Force Reserve in 2009 as a Lieutenant 
Colonel. Ms. Whaley received her B.A. cum laude from Eureka College, where she was a Ronald 
Reagan Scholar, and her J.D. from Emory Law School.

Peter Sabin Willett is a partner with Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP in Boston, where he concen-
trates his practice in commercial and bankruptcy litigation. He tries cases, adversary proceedings 
and contested matters, and argues appeals, largely in disputes concerning corporate insolvency. He 
typically practices in the bankruptcy, Delaware Chancery and federal district courts, and often repre-
sents parties to fraudulent transfer, plan valuation and other chapter 11 disputes. Mr. Willett has been 
involved in the Lehman Brothers, Madoff and Tronox cases. He is a Fellow in the American College 
of Bankruptcy and co-leads defense groups in the Tribune and Lyondell fraudulent transfer litigation. 
Mr. Willett is admitted to practice in Massachusetts, New Hampshire and the District of Columbia, 
and before the First and Tenth Circuit U.S. Courts of Appeals, the U.S. District Courts for the Dis-
tricts of Massachusetts and New Hampshire, and the U.S. Supreme Court. He has been listed in The 
Best Lawyers in America from 2014-15, Chambers USA in 2014, Legal 500 for Corporate Restructur-
ing from 2012-14, and in Massachusetts Super Lawyers in 2009. Mr. Willett received his A.B. magna 
cum laude in 1979 from Harvard College and his J.D. cum laude in 1983 from Harvard Law School.



2016 WINTER LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

1526
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