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Faculty
Karlene A. Archer is an attorney and compliance professional with Skylight Lending in Syracuse, 
N.Y. She previously was a staff attorney with the Legal Aid Society of New York, an associate in the 
Bankruptcy and Financial Restructuring Group at WilmerHale in Boston and later was at Bradley Arant 
Boult Cummings in Nashville, Tenn., where she focused mainly on consumer bankruptcy compliance 
for bank and nonbank mortgage-servicers. Ms. Archer received her B.A. in history from Colgate Uni-
versity and her J.D. from Boston College Law School.

Leonard L. Gumport is the founder of Gumport Law Firm, PC in Pasadena, Calif. He is admitted 
to practice in Alaska, California, the District of Columbia and New York, and he is a member of the 
panel of mediators of the ADR programs of the U.S. District Court for the Central District of Cali-
fornia and the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Central District of California. Mr. Gumport is AV-rated 
by Martindale Hubbell. He received his undergraduate degree from Yale University and his J.D. from 
Columbia Law School.

Hon. Meredith A. Jury is a retired U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Central District of California 
in Riverside, appointed from 1997-2018 by the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. She also served on 
the Ninth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel (BAP) from 2007-17. Since her retirement, she has 
been writing pro bono appellate briefs for consumer debtors or amicus for NACBA. Prior to her 
appointment to the bench, Judge Jury had spent her entire attorney career as a civil, municipal and 
bankruptcy litigator for the law firm of Best, Best & Krieger in Riverside, joining as the first woman 
associate in 1976 and becoming its first woman partner in 1982. She has participated in innumerable 
panels about various aspects of bankruptcy law at local and Ninth Circuit programs. As a member of 
the BAP, Judge Jury was lead author of In re Vallejo, 408 B.R. 280 (B.A.P. 9th Cir. 2009), primarily 
concerning the eligibility of a city to file chapter 9. She received her B.A. cum laude from the Univer-
sity of Colorado, where she was elected Phi Beta Kappa, and her J.D. from UCLA. She also received 
Masters degrees in economics and English/education from the University of Wisconsin.

Hon. Michael B. Kaplan is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of New Jersey in Trenton, 
initially appointed on Oct. 3, 2006, and named Chief Judge on May 1, 2020. He has presided over 
numerous notable cases, including Revel AC Inc., Crumbs Bakeshop Inc., Sur La Table Inc., LTL 
Management LLC, Blockfi Inc., Rite Aid Inc. and the Invitae Corp. Prior to taking the bench, Judge 
Kaplan served as a standing chapter 13 bankruptcy trustee, as well as a member of the chapter 7 
panel of bankruptcy trustees, where he received case appointments as both a chapter 11 and chapter 
12 trustee. His private practice included the representation of institutional lenders consumer debtors 
(under both chapters 7 and 13), business debtors and individuals undergoing reorganization pursu-
ant to chapter 11. Judge Kaplan is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and has been 
appointed by the director of the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts (AOUSC) to a term as the 
Third Circuit representative to the Bankruptcy Judges Advisory Group, in addition to appointments 
as the bankruptcy judge representative for the Risk and Finance Management Advisory Council, 
Human Resources Advisory Council and Budget & Finance Advisory Council to the AOUSC. As a 
member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, Judge Kaplan has served as treasurer and 
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executive board member. He serves currently as a member of the Judiciary Advisory Council for the 
Rabiej Litigation Law Center. Over the past 30 years, he has spoken to numerous bar associations and 
business organizations, and since 2009 he has taught as an adjunct professor at Rutgers University 
School of Law. Judge Kaplan has authored several articles relating to bankruptcy issues and is a co-
author of West’s Consumer Bankruptcy Manual and Consumer Bankruptcy Handbook. He received 
the NCBJ President’s Award for Excellence, the Conrad B. Duberstein Memorial Award given by 
the New York Institute of Credit, the Judicial Service Award from the Association of Insolvency and 
Restructuring Advisors, the National Association of Chapter 13 Trustees’ 2006 Distinguished Service 
Award and New Jersey State Bar Association’s 1999 Legislative Recognition Award. Prior to taking 
the bench, Judge Kaplan served as mayor and councilman for the Borough of Norwood, N.J., and as a 
member of the Norwood Planning Board. He received his A.B. from Georgetown University in 1984 
and his J.D. from Fordham University School of Law in 1987.




