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Eric W. Anderson is a partner in bankruptcy group of Parker, Hudson, Rainer & Dobbs LLP in At-
lanta, where he concentrates his practice in bankruptcy, workouts, financial restructuring and com-
mercial finance. He represents lenders and other parties in bankruptcy and financial restructuring 
matters both in and out of bankruptcy, debtor-in-possession financing, purchase and sale of assets of 
distressed companies, and various related transactions. A frequent writer and speaker, Mr. Anderson 
is a member and past chair of the Advisory Board for ABI’s Southeast Bankruptcy Workshop and 
has contributed articles to the ABI Journal and other publications. He is a Fellow in the American 
College of Bankruptcy and chairman of the College’s 11th Circuit Educational Programs Commit-
tee, and is a member of the boards of directors of the Southeastern Bankruptcy Law Institute and of 
Meritas, a worldwide law firm organization. He also served on the board of directors of the Atlanta 
Bar Association and is a past chair of the Atlanta Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Section. Mr. Ander-
son has been selected as one of Georgia’s Legal Elite in 2007-14, and has been listed as a “Georgia 
Super Lawyer” in Atlanta Magazine. He is also recognized by Chambers USA as one of America’s 
leading lawyers for business, and by The Best Lawyers in America. Mr. Anderson received his un-
dergraduate degree with distinction in 1982 from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and his J.D. 
cum laude in 1986 from the University of Wisconsin Law School.

David R. Badger is the founder of David R. Badger, P.A. in Charlotte, N.C., and has been practic-
ing bankruptcy for more than 40 years. He has extensive trial experience in criminal and civil state 
and federal courts and focuses on bankruptcy and workout issues in all chapters, consumer and 
business, debtor and creditor representation. Mr. Badger was among the first attorneys to be certi-
fied as a Trial Advocate by the ATLA. He is Board Certified as a bankruptcy specialist by both the 
American Board of Certification and the North Carolina State Bar, for which he was as a former 
member of its Specialization Committee. Mr. Badger has been named a North Carolina Super Law-
yer and is rated AV by Martindale-Hubbell, He is also listed in The Best Lawyers in America and 
was named a Business North Carolina Magazine “NC Legal Elite.” Mr. Badger is a co-founder and 
past chairman of both the North Carolina Academy of Trial Lawyers’ Consumer Areas of Practice 
Section and the Bankruptcy Section of the North Carolina Bar Association. He received his under-
graduate degree and J.D. from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 1969 and 1972, 
respectively.

Alane A. Becket is a managing partner at Malvern, Pa.-based Becket & Lee LLP, a Women’s Busi-
ness Enterprise, as certified by the Women’s Business Enterprise National Council, that provides 
comprehensive nationwide representation of creditors in bankruptcy matters. She is also ABI’s Vice 
President-Publications. AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell, Ms. Becket specializes in litigation strategy, 
and has been lead or co-counsel in some of the most successful and influential decisions in consumer 
bankruptcy over the last 10 years. She is admitted to practice in Pennsylvania and New Jersey, and 
has represented creditors and debt purchasers in commercial and bankruptcy matters and Fair Debt 
Collection Practices Act (FDCPA) defense. She is a member of the National Association of Retail 
Collection Attorneys (NARCA), the National Association of Chapter Thirteen Trustees (NACTT) and 
the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees (NABT). Ms. Becket served on the editorial board 
of ABI’s Consumer Bankruptcy website and is a past co-chair of ABI’s Consumer Bankruptcy Com-
mittee. A frequent lecturer, she also co-authored Consumer Bankruptcy: Fundamentals of Chapter 7 
and Chapter 13, Third Edition (ABI, 2011) and edited the 2011, 2012 and 2013 editions of the book 
series Best of ABI: The Year in Consumer Bankruptcy. Ms. Becket graduated from Pennsylvania State 
University and received her J.D. from Widener University School of Law.
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Matthew T. Berry is the founder of Berry & Associates in Atlanta, where he focuses on chapter 
7 and 13 consumer bankruptcy, consumer finance and credit, including litigation under the Fair 
Credit Reporting Act and the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act. Previously, he practiced commer-
cial litigation with the Atlanta firm of Bovis, Kyle and Burch before establishing his own practice 
in 1989. Mr. Berry is a member of the State Bar of Georgia and the Atlanta Bar Association, the 
Southeastern Bankruptcy Institute, the National Association for Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys 
and the Metro Atlanta Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys Group. He has been included in Georgia 
Trend Magazine’s “Legal Elite” listing for the last three years. Mr. Berry received his B.A. from 
Georgia Southern College in 1983 and his J.D. in 1986 from the Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law 
at the University of Memphis, where he was a member of its law review and Moot Court.

Leyza F. Blanco is a founding shareholder in the Miami office of GrayRobinson, P.A., where she 
concentrates on complex business litigation, bankruptcy and insolvency matters. She has served as 
examiner, receiver, special master and as an expert witness in federal and state court proceedings. 
Ms. Blanco is currently chair of the Inclusion/Mentoring/Fellowship Committee of the Florida 
Bar’s Business Law Section and is on the board the International Women’s Insolvency and Restruc-
turing Confederation. She is also a past president of the Bankruptcy Bar of the Southern District of 
Florida. Ms. Blanco was awarded the Key Partners Award by the South Florida Business Journal in 
2012 and was recently recognized in the Wall Street Journal as being among the “Top 50 Women 
Attorneys in Florida” in 2013 and “Top 100 Lawyers in Miami-Dade County.” She is also ranked in 
Chambers USA and has been named a Florida Super Lawyer and “Top Lawyer” by Florida Trend’s 
Legal Elite. Ms. Blanco received her B.A. from Miami College of Arts & Sciences and her J.D. 
magna cum laude from the University of Miami Law School, where she was articles and comments 
editor for the Inter-American Law Review and a member of the Order of the Coif.

Sarah R. Borders is a partner in King & Spalding’s Financial Restructuring Practice Group in 
Atlanta, where she focuses on financial institutions. She has extensive experience representing both 
creditors and debtors in some of the nation’s largest workouts, restructurings and bankruptcy cases. 
Her insolvency practice spans a number of industries, with a particular focus on complex issues in 
financing insolvent entities and real estate restructurings. Ms. Borders has been included in the last 
several annual directories of The Best Lawyers in America, was recognized as one of Georgia’s “Le-
gal Elite” each of the past five years, and Chambers USA continues to select her as a leading lawyer 
in her practice area. She has also been selected for inclusion in Law and Business Research’s Inter-
national Who’s Who of Insolvency and Restructuring Lawyers, Atlanta Magazine’s “Georgia Super 
Lawyers” and in Legal 500’s Corporate Restructuring and Real Estate Attorneys. Ms. Borders is 
a frequent speaker on restructuring issues, including presentations for the National Conference of 
Bankruptcy Judges, Federal Judicial Conference for Bankruptcy Judges, ABI and the Practicing 
Law Institute. She is also a past president of the Bankruptcy Section of the State Bar of Georgia 
and a fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy. Ms. Borders received her B.S. from Louisiana 
State University and her J.D. from the University of Virginia School of Law. Upon graduation, she 
clerked for Judge Henry A. Politz of the U.S. Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals.

C.R. “Chip” Bowles is a partner in the law firm of Bingham Greenebaum Doll LLP in Louisville, 
Ky., where he concentrates his practice in the areas of bankruptcy distressed-asset sales, profes-
sional compensation in bankruptcy cases, bankruptcy ethics, bankruptcy litigation on behalf of 
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trustees and chapter 11 estates, environmental issues in bankruptcy cases, domestic-relations issues 
in bankruptcy proceedings, and debtor and creditor rights. Prior to serving as law clerk to Hon. 
Henry H. Dickinson, he was an associate with the law firm of Porter, Wright, Morris and Author in 
Cincinnati. Mr. Bowles is a past ABI director (2008-13), and served as vice chair of ABI’s National 
Ethics Task Force and as chair of its Fee and Retention subcommittee. He currently co-chairs ABI’s 
Individual Chapter 11 Study and was co-editor of the ABI Journal’s Straight & Narrow ethics col-
umn. Mr. Bowles formerly co-chaired ABI’s Professional Compensation Committee and sits on the 
board of the American Board of Certification. He lectures and writes extensively on bankruptcy 
law and authored ABI’s book Getting Paid: Retention and Compensation in Bankruptcy Cases—A 
Guide for Non-Attorney Professionals and the Attorneys Who Represent Them, now in its Second 
Edition. He is also a past editor of The Broken Bench and Bar, the newsletter of the Kentucky Bar 
Association’s Bankruptcy Section. Mr. Bowles was recognized in The Best Lawyers in America 
from 2007-14 and Kentucky Super Lawyers from 2007-12. He received his B.A. magna cum laude 
from the University of Kentucky and his J.D. magna cum laude from University of Kentucky Col-
lege of Law.

Jacob A. Brown is a partner with Akerman LLP in Jacksonville, Fla., where he practices in the 
areas of bankruptcy, commercial litigation and business law representing secured and unsecured 
creditors, committees, trustees and debtors. His practice also includes workouts and business reor-
ganizations, as well as the analysis of complex legal and business issues associated with bankruptcy 
and real estate matters and representation of commercial landlords in bankruptcy cases throughout 
the U.S. Mr. Brown is a member of ABI, the Jacksonville Bankruptcy Bar Association (of which he 
served as president), and the Florida and Georgia Bar Associations. He is admitted to practice in the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Cirsuit and the U.S. District Courts of the Middle, Northern 
and Southern Districts of both Florida and Georgia. Following law school, Mr. Brown clerked for 
Hon. Jerry A. Funk, U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Middle District of Florida. He received two B.S. 
degrees from North Carolina State University and his J.D. from Samford University’s Cumberland 
School of Law, where he was a member of Cumberland’s trial advocacy program.

G. Eric Brunstad, Jr. is a partner with Dechert LLP in Hartford, Conn., and co-chairs its appellate 
practice group. He has argued 10 cases before the U.S. Supreme Court, has worked on more than 
40 other Supreme Court matters, including matters involving bankruptcy, federal licensing, civil 
rights, procedure, insurance, sovereign immunity, pensions, energy contracts and defamation.  He 
has also argued and briefed numerous cases in most of the federal courts of appeals, including mat-
ters involving insurance, setoff, prepayment premiums, subrogation, and a variety of other commer-
cial law and constitutional topics. He has also argued two en banc bankruptcy matters in the Third 
and Eighth Circuits. In addition to his practice, Mr. Brunstad is an adjunct professor of law at New 
York University School of Law and a frequent visiting lecturer in law at Yale Law School, where he 
teaches courses on bankruptcy, argument and reason, federal jurisdiction, commercial transactions, 
secured transactions and international insolvency law. He began teaching at Yale in 1990, and has 
also taught at the Harvard Law School. Mr. Brunstad recently published a textbook entitled Secured 
Transactions, Teaching Materials. He has been recognized in Leading Lawyers in Appellate Law, 
The Best Lawyers in America, Connecticut Super Lawyers, International Who’s Who of Insolvency 
& Restructuring Lawyers and Leading Lawyers in Bankruptcy Law. Mr. Brunstad received his B.A. 
magna cum laude from Connecticut College in 1983, his J.D. from the University of Michigan Law 
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School in 1986, where he was an associate editor and contributing editor of the Michigan Law Re-
view, and both his LL.M. in 2011 and his J.S.D. in 2014 from Yale Law School.

Jeffery W. Cavender is a partner with the law firm of Troutman Sanders LLP in its Atlanta office, 
where he represents corporate debtors, indenture trustees, secured lenders and trustees in chapter 
11 reorganization cases, chapter 7 liquidation cases and out-of-court restructurings. A substantial 
portion of his practice also includes the representation of banks and commercial and residential 
mortgage lenders and servicers in all types of financial services-related litigation. Mr. Cavender 
previously served as general counsel for one of the largest privately held mortgage companies in the 
country and has substantial experience relating to sales, servicing and securitizations of residential 
mortgage loans. He received his B.A. summa cum laude in 1990 from Berry College and his J.D. 
cum laude in 1993 from the University of Georgia, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif.

Rudy J. Cerone is a member of McGlinchey Stafford, PLLC in New Orleans and a former chair 
and president of the American Board of Certification. A frequent lecturer on both business and 
complex consumer bankruptcy issues for more than 20 years, he also serves as ABI’s Secretary, 
co-chaired ABI’s Bankruptcy Litigation Committee from 2005-06 and chaired its Hospitality, En-
tertainment Venues and Gaming Subcommittee from 2001-05. He was also a member of ABI’s 
Southwest Bankruptcy Conference Advisory Board from 2003-11. Mr. Cerone chaired the State Bar 
of California’s Board of Legal Specialization from 2002-04 and is a member of the Federal Fifth 
Circuit and American Bar Associations (Business Law Section, Business Bankruptcy Committee 
and Secured Creditors’ Subcommittee). He is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the 
American Board of Certification (1993) and by the Louisiana State Bar Association (1997), and is 
also a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy. Mr. Cerone received his B.A. summa cum 
laude from the University of California at San Diego and his J.D. cum laude from Boston College 
Law School, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif and received a “Best Law Review 
Editor” award as executive editor of the Boston College International & Comparative Law Review.

Mark A. Craige is a shareholder and director with the law firm of Crowe & Dunlevy in Tulsa, 
Okla., where he focuses his practice on insolvency, reorganization and related areas with emphasis 
on chapter 11 reorganizations, business chapter 7 cases, bankruptcy litigation and receiverships. 
As counsel of record for more than 30 reported cases on bankruptcy law issues, Mr. Craige is re-
garded as a leading authority in the legal bankruptcy arena. He has been Board Certified in Business 
Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification for more than two decades, and served as 
a member of its board of directors for more than 15 years, having held various offices including 
president and chairman. One of only six Oklahoma members, Mr. Craige was inducted as a Fellow 
of the American College of Bankruptcy in 2000. He has also been an active member of ABI for 
more than 25 years and worked on several of its committees. Mr. Craige has been named in The Best 
Lawyers in America since 2009 and Super Lawyers since 2006. He is a frequent writer and lecturer 
on bankruptcy and insolvency topics, and in 1998, he received the Oklahoma Bar Association’s Earl 
Sneed award as the outstanding contributor to continuing legal education in the state of Oklahoma. 
Mr. Craige received his B.S. cum laude from Southeastern Oklahoma State University and his J.D. 
from the University of Tulsa Law School.
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Melissa Davis, CPA, CIRA, CFE is a partner with KapilaMukamal, LLP in Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., 
where she concentrates her practice on providing insolvency, litigation and forensic investigation 
services to fiduciaries, debtors and creditors. She has assisted bankruptcy trustees and has acted as 
CRO for a variety of companies in chapter 11 bankruptcy, and she is experienced in 363 sales and 
liquidating chapter 11 plans. Her experience in insolvency matters also encompasses investigat-
ing fraudulent and preferential transfers and related defense and solvency analyses. Ms. Davis has 
assisted clients in bankruptcy-related financial reporting, claims review and litigation support in 
adversary proceedings. She has also provided litigation support and damage calculations through 
forensic financial investigations in a variety of industries, and has assisted with the investigation 
of securities fraud, corporate business conduct and Ponzi schemes. Ms. Davis has worked in con-
junction with the Securities and Exchange Commission, the Federal Bureau of Investigation and 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office. She has also served as a court-appointed assignee in assignment for 
the benefit of creditors matters and has served as a post-confirmation liquidating plan trustee. Ms. 
Davis has authored several articles that have been published in the ABI Journal and the journal for 
the Bankruptcy Bar Association of the Southern District of Florida. She received her B.B.A. in ac-
counting from Florida Atlantic University.

Hon. Mary Grace Diehl is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Georgia in Atlan-
ta, appointed in February 2004. Prior to taking the bench, she was a partner in the litigation section 
of Troutman Sanders LLP and chaired its Bankruptcy Practice Group. Judge Diehl is president-elect 
of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, and serves on the Boards of Directors of ABI and 
the Turnaround Management Association. She is also a Fellow and vice president of the American 
College of Bankruptcy and a former president of the Southeastern Bankruptcy Law Institute. Judge 
Diehl received the Woman of the Year in Restructuring Award in 2008 from IWIRC (International 
Women in Restructuring Confederation) and is a regular speaker at CLE programs. She served as a 
trustee of Canisius College from 2008-14 and has been an adjunct professor of law at Emory Law 
School. Judge Diehl received her B.A. summa cum laude from Canisius College in Buffalo, N.Y., 
and her J.D. cum laude from Harvard Law School.

John M. Duck is a partner in the New Orleans office of Adams and Reese LLP, where he focuses 
his practice on complex corporate restructuring matters in both bankruptcy and nonbankruptcy 
contexts. For more than 35 years, he has advised and represented companies in commercial chapter 
11 bankruptcy matters, including pre-bankruptcy and debtor-in-possession lenders, creditors and 
creditor committees, debtors, purchasers, lessors, franchisors and other constituent parties in the 
restructuring process. His bankruptcy work spans many industries, including oil and gas, manu-
facturing, maritime, gaming, commercial real estate, retail, shipbuilding, agri-business, franchise, 
pharmaceutical, chemical, construction, music and others. Mr. Duck has conducted numerous pre-
sentations and has written several articles on bankruptcy and restructuring law, and is consistently 
ranked as a leader in his field by organizations such as Chambers USA, The Best Lawyers in Amer-
ica, Super Lawyers and others. He received his B.S. from the University of Southern Mississippi in 
1977 and his J.D. from Tulane University Law School in 1980.

Robert C. Furr is a partner with Furr & Cohen, P.A. in Boca Raton, Fla., and serves as a panel 
trustee for the U.S. Department of Justice in the Southern District of Florida, for which he is ap-
pointed as trustee in approximately 1,000 cases per year. He is regularly appointed as a chapter 11 
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trustee and has been designated as the chapter 12 trustee in the Southern District. Mr. Furr has rep-
resented numerous businesses in chapter 7 liquidations and in chapter 11 reorganizations, as well as 
individuals in complex chapter 7 and chapter 11 proceedings. Mr. Furr lectures frequently on issues 
of bankruptcy, creditors’ rights and remedies before national organizations. He served as editor of 
NABTalk from 2000-05 and sat on NABT’s board of directors from 2000-11, serving as president 
during the 2008-09 term. He has also been president of the Bankruptcy Trustees Association for 
the Southern District of Florida for 20 years and is currently serving on the board of the American 
Board of Certification, for which he chairs its Standards Committee and is a member of its Execu-
tive Committee. Mr. Furr is a contributor to the ABI Journal and is admitted to practice law in 
Georgia and Florida and in all federal courts in Florida and the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals. 
In 1983, Mr. Furr became a Board Certified Civil Trial Lawyer by the Florida Bar, and in 1994 he 
received an AV rating by Martindale-Hubbell. He is listed in The Best Lawyers in America and in 
Florida Super Lawyers. Mr. Furr received his J.D. from Emory University in 1975.

Terri L. Gardner is a partner with Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP in Raleigh, N.C., 
and has practiced bankruptcy law since February 1983. She has represented lenders and unsecured 
creditors’ committees, as well as publicly and privately held debtors in workouts and chapter 11 
reorganizations. Ms. Gardner devotes her entire practice to bankruptcy and insolvency-related mat-
ters. She is a North Carolina Certified Business Bankruptcy Specialist, is Board Certified in Busi-
ness Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification, chaired the Bankruptcy Section of 
the North Carolina Bar Association from June 2000 through June 2001, was a member of the N.C. 
State Board of Specialization from 2002-08, and served as president of the Wake County/Tenth 
Judicial District Bar Associations in 2004. An active ABI member, Ms. Gardner chaired ABI’s 
Southeast Bankruptcy Workshop in 2006 and sits on its Advisory Board. She also co-chaired ABI’s 
Ethics Committee from 2006-09 and participated in ABI’s Chapter 11 Fee Study. Ms. Gardner has 
been recognized by Chambers USA from 2012-15 as a leading bankruptcy/restructuring lawyer in 
North Carolina. She was also awarded the James E. Cross Leadership Award from the North Caro-
lina State Bar Board of Legal Specialization in 2008 and has been recognized as one of the “Top 
Fifty Women Lawyers in North Carolina” and a Super Lawyer in Bankruptcy by Business North 
Carolina, having been selected to the Legal Elite Hall of Fame in Bankruptcy. Ms. Gardner has also 
been recognized in The Best Lawyers in America from 2013-15 and is a 2014-15 member of Liti-
gation Counsel of America 2014-15. She received her B.A. magna cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa 
from Wake Forest University in 1978 and her J.D. from Wake Forest University School of Law in 
1981, where she served on the Wake Forest Law Review.

Richard B. Gaudet is a managing director with HDH Advisors, LLC in Atlanta, where his practice 
provides broad based financial advisory services to a wide range of clients ranging from borrow-
ers, to banks and the FDIC. He has overseen the resolution of over $20 billion in distressed debt 
as a financial advisor, and he frequently serves as a litigation expert in matters related to banking 
practices, bankruptcy plan feasibility and cramdown interest rates. Mr. Gaudet is experienced in all 
facets of commercial, asset-based, real estate and consumer lending, as well as underwriting, credit 
analysis, credit risk review, portfolio management, due diligence and business refinancing. He has 
spent more than 25 years in banking focused on commercial and real estate loan workouts, manag-
ing the resolution of over $1 billion in problem assets by using a wide range of strategies including 
restructure, foreclosure, litigation, bankruptcy, loan sales and business sales. Mr. Gaudet received 
his undergraduate degree in commercial banking from Louisiana State University.
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Charles R. Goldstein, CPA, CIRA, CFF is a managing director with Protiviti Inc. in Baltimore 
and leads the company’s Restructuring & Litigation Services Practice. He has more than 20 years 
of experience providing financial consulting and expert testimony in a variety of areas, including 
corporate restructuring, bankruptcy consulting, financial investigations and commercial litigation. 
Mr. Goldstein provides turnaround, crisis-management and bankruptcy services to companies and 
their constituents, including secured and unsecured creditors, federal and state fiduciaries, and other 
interested parties. In addition, he has provided financial expert witness testimony, including testi-
mony regarding valuation of business assets, solvency and forensic investigations, in a number of 
U.S. bankruptcy and district courts. Mr. Goldstein has served as chief restructuring officer, trustee, 
examiner and plan administrator in a variety of chapter 7 and 11 cases, as well as a state court 
receiver. He is a member of several organizations, including the Association of Insolvency and Re-
structuring Advisors, ABI, the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants and the Maryland 
Association of Certified Public Accountants. Mr. Goldstein is a frequent lecturer on financial and 
consulting matters related to financial distress. He received his B.A. in economics and his M.B.A. 
and J.D. from the University of Maryland.

Robert C. Goodrich, Jr. is a partner with Burr & Forman in Nashville, Tenn., where he often rep-
resents creditors in reorganizations, restructurings and liquidations, purchasers of assets in bank-
ruptcy, and lenders in the formation of complex financial transactions with a view toward the con-
sequences of insolvency. He speaks and writes on commercial law topics, including cramdown 
interest rates, credit bidding under §363 of the Bankruptcy Code, Ponzi scheme and fraudulent 
transfer litigation, nondebtor obligations under unassumed executory contracts, and Tennessee 
foreclosure law. Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certifica-
tion since 1994, Mr. Goodrich received his B.A. from the University of Virginia in 1978 and his J.D. 
from Vanderbilt University in 1983.

Jonathan E. Gopman is a partner with Akerman LLP in Naples, Fla., and chairs the firm’s Trusts 
& Estates, Family Services Practice Group. His practice focuses on sophisticated wealth accumula-
tion and preservation planning strategies for entrepreneurs, and he assists entrepreneurs with their 
personal and business planning needs at all phases of the wealth-accumulation and preservation 
cycle. Mr. Gopman has substantial experience in assisting high-net-worth families with interna-
tional and domestic estate planning, implementing foreign trust structures, business planning and 
general tax planning. He is a member of the American Bar Association’s Section of Real Property, 
Trust and Estate Law and currently serves as vice-chair of its Asset Protection Planning Commit-
tee for the 2014-15 bar year. In March 2015, Mr. Gopman become a Fellow of the American Bar 
Foundation. He is an adjunct professor in taxation at Ave Maria Law School in Naples, serves on 
the law school’s curriculum planning committee and served as the chair of the steering committee 
for the school’s inaugural Estate Planning Day Conference held April 28, 2014, and he continues 
to serve as a permanent member of the steering committee for this conference. Mr. Gopman is a 
commentator on asset-protection planning matters for Leimberg Information Services, Inc. (LISI), 
a member of the legal advisory board of Commonwealth Trust Company in Wilmington, Del., and 
a member of the Society of Trust and Estate Practitioners (STEP). He is AV-rated by Martindale 
Hubbell and was listed in The Best Lawyers in America in the specialty of trusts and estates from 
2009-14. In addition, he has been named a Florida Super Lawyer each year since 2010 and was 
included in the Florida Trend Legal Elite for 2010 and 2011. In the December 2005 and 2007 issues 
of Worth Magazine Mr. Gopman was recognized as one of the top 100 estate-planning attorneys in 
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the country. He received his B.A. in political science from the University of South Florida in 1986, 
his J.D. from Florida State University College of Law in 1990, and his LL.M. from the University 
of Miami School of Law in 1991.

Elizabeth A. Green is an equity partner with BakerHostetler in Orlando, Fla., and practices pri-
marily in the areas of bankruptcy and creditors’ rights. She has represented debtors, creditors and 
committees in a wide range of industries. She has also represented a number of health care-related 
entities, including nursing homes, as well as health care CROs in chapter 11 cases and workouts in 
Florida and New York, and she has represented buyers of nursing homes in chapter 11 cases across 
the country. Ms. Green chairs the firm’s National Bankruptcy, Restructuring and Creditors’ Rights 
Group and is a member of its Firmwide Policy Committee, the firm’s governing body. She is a 
Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy, has been recognized in Chambers USA, The Best 
Lawyers in America, Florida’s Legal Elite and Super Lawyers, and Best Lawyers named her “Law-
yer of the Year in Orlando” for bankruptcy and restructuring in 2012 and for bankruptcy litigation 
in 2015. Ms. Green is an adjunct professor at the University of Florida Levin College of Law. She 
received her B.A. in 1984 from the New College of Florida and her J.D. with honors in 1986 from 
the University of Florida Levin College of Law, where she was a member of the Order of the Coif. 

Prof. Michelle M. Harner is a professor of law and director of the Business Law Program at the 
University of Maryland Francis King Carey School of Law in Baltimore, where she teaches courses 
in bankruptcy and creditors’ rights, business associations, business planning, corporate finance and 
the legal profession. Prof. Harner is widely published and lectures frequently on various topics 
involving corporate governance, financially distressed entities, risk management and related legal 
issues. Her most recent publications appear or are forthcoming in the Vanderbilt Law Review, Notre 
Dame Law Review, Washington University Law Review, Minnesota Law Review, Fordham Law Re-
view (reprinted in Corporate Practice Commentator), Washington & Lee Law Review, University 
of Illinois Law Review, Arizona Law Review (reprinted in Corporate Practice Commentator) and 
Florida Law Review. Prof. Harner is the Reporter to the ABI Commission to Study the Reform of 
Chapter 11 and a member of the Dodd-Frank Study Working Group for the Administrative Office 
of the U.S. Courts. She is also an elected member of the American Law Institute and a Fellow of the 
American College of Bankruptcy. Prof. Harner previously was in private practice in the business 
restructuring, insolvency, bankruptcy and related transactional fields, most recently as a partner at 
the Chicago office of the international law firm of Jones Day. She received her B.A. cum laude from 
Boston College and her J.D. summa cum laude from The Ohio State University College of Law.

Amy Denton Harris, CPA is a shareholder with Stichter, Riedel, Blain & Prosser, P.A. in Tampa, 
Fla., where she regularly represents debtors, committees, creditors, trustees, purchasers and other 
parties in bankruptcy cases, assignments for the benefit of creditors and out-of-court workouts. She 
is also active in the firm’s representation of borrowers and guarantors in state court litigation initi-
ated by lenders. Ms. Harris has been particularly active in the representation of independent and 
franchised restaurants in chapter 11 cases. She has also been active in the representation of doctors, 
real estate developers and other individual chapter 11 debtors. Ms. Harris is past chair of the Ac-
counting Circle at the University of South Florida. She is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy 
Law by the American Board of Certification, is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell, is 
listed as an “Up and Comer” by Chambers & Partners America’s Leading Lawyers for Business 
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in the area of bankruptcy/restructuring, is listed as an “Up & Comer” by Florida Trend’s “Florida 
Legal Elite,” and has been listed as a Florida “Rising Star” in the area of bankruptcy/insolvency 
by Florida Super Lawyers since 2009. Ms. Harris received her J.D. with honors in 2002 from the 
University of Florida and interned for Hon. Paul M. Glenn and Hon. Michael G. Williamson.

Hon. Laurel Myerson Isicoff has been a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Flor-
ida in Miami since Feb. 13, 2006, and serves on ABI’s Board of Directors. She is also secretary 
of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and a member of the Pro Bono Committee of 
the American College of Bankruptcy. Judge Isicoff is the immediate past chair of the Public Out-
reach Committee of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, and continues to be active in 
outreach efforts to state court judges, district court judges and in pro se and pro bono matters. She 
also currently serves as judicial chair of the Pro Bono Committee of the Business Law Section of 
the Florida Bar. Prior to becoming a judge, Judge Isicoff specialized in commercial bankruptcy, 
foreclosure and workout matters both as a transactional attorney and litigator for 14 years with the 
law firm of Kozyak Tropin & Throckmorton, after practicing for eight years with Squire, Sanders 
& Dempsey, now known as Squire Patton Boggs. She also developed a specialty in bankruptcy 
and SEC receiverships involving Ponzi schemes. After graduating from law school, Judge Isicoff 
clerked for Hon. Daniel S. Pearson at the Florida Third District Court of Appeals before entering 
private practice. She is a past president of the Bankruptcy Bar Association (BBA) of the Southern 
District of Florida and chaired its Pro Bono Task Force prior to becoming a judge. Judge Isicoff 
speaks extensively on bankruptcy and pro bono service around the country, and to high school and 
college students in the South Florida area about financial literacy. She received her J.D. from the 
University of Miami School of Law in 1982.

Leon S. Jones is a partner with the law firm of Jones & Walden, LLC in Atlanta and concentrates 
his practice in the areas of debtor/creditor law, commercial litigation and bankruptcy. Within the 
bankruptcy arena, he represents debtors and creditors in both consumer and commercial cases. Mr. 
Jones received his A.B. in 1985 and his J.D. in 1988 from the University of Georgia.

Jane E. Jordan is deputy general counsel and chief counsel for Health Affairs at Emory Univer-
sity in Atlanta. As chief counsel for Health Affairs, she is responsible for providing advice to and 
representing Emory’s various health care entities. She works closely with the chairman and CEO 
of Emory Healthcare, as well as the senior management of the Woodruff Health Sciences Center, 
serving as lead attorney in advising the boards of the Woodruff Health Sciences Center and Emory 
Healthcare on a wide variety of legal issues. She is also a member of the Woodruff and Emory 
Healthcare executive management team and is the corporate secretary for Emory Healthcare and 
Emory/Saint Joseph’s. In addition, she is deputy general counsel for Emory University, working 
with all schools and units of Emory University and managing the in-house attorneys working in 
the areas of research, strategic alliances, mergers and acquisitions, regulatory affairs, contracts, la-
bor and employment law, tax, trusts and estates, risk-management issues, intellectual property and 
general business law. Previously, Ms. Jordan was a partner in the Health Law Section in the Atlanta 
office of Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough, L.L.P. and was a partner with Kilpatrick Stockton, 
LLP. Prior to private practice, she clerked for Hon. Robert L. Vining, Jr., U.S. District Judge for the 
Northern District of Georgia Ms. Jordan is a member of the Georgia and South Carolina Bar As-
sociations. She is also a member of the National Association of College and University Attorneys, 
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(NACUA), American Health Lawyers Association, Georgia Academy of Hospital Attorneys, and 
the Antitrust and Health Divisions of the American Bar Association. Ms. Jordan received her B.A. 
magna cum laude from Furman University and was a member of Phi Beta Kappa. She received her 
J.D. from the University of South Carolina, where she was president of the Moot Court Bar.

Hon. Benjamin A. Kahn is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Middle District of North Carolina in 
Greensboro, sworn in on Feb. 3, 2014. Prior to his appointment, he was a member of Nexsen Pruet 
PLLC and clerked for Bankruptcy Judge Jerry G. Tart of the Middle District of North Carolina. 
Judge Kahn was recognized as among the Top 10 North Carolina Super Lawyers across all practice 
areas for the two years immediately preceding his appointment, was elected to the Legal Elite Hall 
of Fame by Business North Carolina Magazine in 2014 as a result of being the category winner in 
North Carolina for bankruptcy, and was included among Band 1 bankruptcy practitioners in North 
Carolina in Chambers & Partners USA. He is certified as a specialist in business and consumer 
bankruptcy law by the North Carolina State Bar Board of Legal Specialization and by the American 
Board of Certification, for which he served as a member of its board of directors until his appoint-
ment to the bench. Judge Kahn is a conferee of the National Bankruptcy Conference. He received 
his B.A. in political science and history in 1990, and his J.D. with honors in 1993, from the Univer-
sity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Shelley A. Kinsella is the managing shareholder with Elliott Greeleaf in Wilmington, Del., where 
she focuses her practice on bankruptcy, commercial litigation and employment law. She has expe-
rience in complex chapter 11 reorganization and liquidation cases, and practices in many aspects 
of bankruptcy, representing debtors, unsecured creditors’ committees, equity committees, trustees, 
and secured and unsecured creditors. Ms. Kinsella represents reorganized debtors, committees and 
trusts in bankruptcy related litigation, including preference and fraudulent conveyance actions. 
She is also currently involved in bankruptcy litigation for large corporate entities, including di-
rector and officer liability matters. Ms. Kinsella is a mediator for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for 
the District of Delaware and completed ABI’s Mediation Training Program, held each year at St. 
John’s University. She is admitted to the Delaware Bar and the U.S. District Court for the District 
of Delaware, and she is an active member of the Delaware Bankruptcy and Rodney Inns of Court, 
the International Women’s Insolvency and Restructuring Confederation, ABI and the American Bar 
Association.  In addition, she is a Fellow of the American Bar Foundation and a Six Sigma Green 
Belt. Ms. Kinsella received her B.A. with honors in political science with a minor in English from 
the University of California, Irvine, and her J.D. from Loyola Law School - Los Angeles, where she 
was a member of its moot court and an ABA national finalist. She was also senior articles editor for 
the Entertainment Law Review.

Franklind D. Lea, CIRA, is the president of Tactical Financial Consulting, LLC in Alpharetta, 
Ga., and has more than 30 years of professional experience and education in complex business and 
financial matters. He has broad expertise in commercial finance, insolvency, real estate, real estate 
finance and valuation. His experiences encompass business and project evaluation, damage claims 
and lost profits, debt and equity structuring and restructuring, feasibility analysis, financial analysis, 
investment management, and lending and leasing. Since the creation of Tactical Financial, Mr. Lea 
has provided services to companies, investors, lenders and secured creditors, unsecured creditors’ 
committees and law firms. He has acted as an advisor and litigation consultant, and has provided 
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expert witness reports and expert testimony for a number of matters related to damage claims, feasi-
bility, financing, real estate and specialized bankruptcy issues such as the § 1111(b) election, § 1129 
confirmation requirements, the indubitable equivalent and Till cramdown interest rates. Prior to 
becoming a consultant, Mr. Lea worked for financial institutions and commercial real estate firms in 
such roles as credit analyst, commercial loan officer, commercial credit manager and credit officer, 
specialty lender, workout officer and commercial real estate appraiser. He has participated in more 
than 200 bankruptcy court hearings and provided testimony through affidavits, depositions and 
direct examination within the courtroom. Mr. Lea received his B.S. in management and his M.B.A. 
from Florida State University, and his Master’s degree in real estate and urban analysis from the 
University of Florida.

John R. Lehman, II is a senior vice president of Regions Bank in Hoover, Ala., where he works as 
assistant general counsel assigned to support the bank’s Problem Asset Management and Consumer 
Collections departments. His practice focuses on creditors’ rights and bankruptcy matters, and his 
experience spans the range of financial products and services, as well as a litany of associated 
consumer protection laws. Prior to entering the banking industry, Mr. Lehman was an associate at 
Burr & Forman, LLP, where he represented lenders in matters of bankruptcy, commercial litigation, 
foreclosures and workouts. Mr. Lehman is a decorated lieutenant colonel in the U.S. Marine Corps 
Reserve and currently serves as a detachment commander at 4th Civil Affairs Group. He received 
his B.S. in finance summa cum laude in 1996 from Auburn University and his J.D. from Samford 
University’s Cumberland School of Law in 2000.

J. Michael Levengood is a practitioner with the Law Office of J. Michael Levengood, LLC in 
Lawrenceville, Ga., and has practiced law in the metropolitan Atlanta area for 35 years. In addition, 
he has been an adjunct professor at the University of Georgia School of Law for the past six years, 
where he teaches bankruptcy law and chapter 11 reorganizations. Mr. Levengood’s practice focuses 
on counseling business clients and helping them resolve their commercial disputes through negotia-
tion, litigation, workouts and corporate reorganizations. He also serves as a chapter 11 trustee and 
has represented debtors in possession, trustees, creditors, receivers and other interested parties in 
corporate reorganizations, as well as prosecuted and defended a broad range of litigation matters 
arising in or related to bankruptcy cases in Georgia and in New York, Delaware, California, Ten-
nessee, Florida and South Carolina. Mr. Levengood received his J.D. in 1980 from the University 
of Georgia.

Justin B. Little is a shareholder in the Tuscaloosa, Ala., office of Reynolds, Reynolds & Little, 
LLC and represents creditors throughout the U.S. in chapter 7, 11 and 13 bankruptcy cases. His 
areas of expertise are bankruptcy law, commercial litigation and collections. Mr. Little was admit-
ted to the Alabama State Bar in 2004 and to the Mississippi State Bar in 2010, and is admitted to 
practice before the U.S. Bankruptcy Courts for the Northern, Southern and Middle Districts of 
Alabama, as well as the Northern and Southern Districts of Mississippi. He is rated AV-Preeminent 
by Martindale-Hubbell and is a member of the Tuscaloosa Bar Association, ABI, Mississippi Bank-
ruptcy Conference, Alabama Leadership Bankers Board of Directors (2009-10), Bankruptcy and 
Business and Commercial Law Sections of the Alabama State Bar, and the Business Law Section 
of the Mississippi State Bar. Mr. Little received B.S. from Wingate University in 2001 and his J.D. 
in 2004 from the University of Alabama.
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Jerry M. Markowitz is a founding shareholder of Markowitz Ringel Trusty + Hartog, P.A. in Mi-
amiand a member of the firm’s Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights practice group. He concentrates 
his practice in the areas of creditors’ and debtors’ rights, including workouts, bankruptcy, asset 
recovery, insolvency, receiverships, reorganizations, restructuring and mediation. Mr. Markowitz 
is listed in The Best Lawyers in America, Chambers USA in the bankruptcy and restructuring cat-
egory, the “Top 250 Attorneys in South Florida” by the South Florida Legal Guide, Super Lawyers 
“Top 100 Lawyers in Florida,” and the “Best of the Bar” by the South Florida Business Journal. 
He was also was also recognized by Florida Trend’s Hall of Fame for being named in their Florida 
Legal Elite list for the past 10 years. Mr. Markowitz is a member of the Florida Bar, ABI (for which 
he has served on its Board of Directors, the American Bar Association’s Business Law, Business 
Bankruptcy Committee and Commercial Financial Services Committee Sections, and the Continu-
ing Legal Education Committee for the University of Miami Bankruptcy Skills Workshop (for 
which he has served as chairman and co-chairman), and he is a member of, and a former president 
of, the Bankruptcy Bar Association for the Southern District of Florida. He is also the past presi-
dent of the University of Miami School of Law Alumni Association. As an active member of the 
American Bankruptcy Institute, Mr. Markowitz is a regional chair for ABI’s Endowment Fund and 
co-Education Director of ABI’s Mediation Committee. He also sits on the advisory boards of ABI’s 
Southeast Bankruptcy Workshop and Caribbean Insolvency Symposium, and has served as faculty 
for the ABI/St. John’s University School of Law’s mediation training program. He is a certified me-
diator in Florida. Mr. Markowitz received his B.S. in business administration with a concentration 
in accounting from the University of Florida and his J.D. from the University of Miami School of 
Law.

Jennifer M. Meyerowitz is the principal and founder of ZMA Consulting Group in Atlanta and has 
extensive experience advising clients in all aspects of the chapter 11 process, including preparation 
for a bankruptcy filing, schedules and SOFA preparation, creation of communications packages, 
claims reconciliation and general case management, as well as business development and market-
ing matters. Previously, she spent six years as the vice president, senior consultant and director 
of business development at Epiq Systems. Ms. Meyerowitz has worked on large and small cases, 
including Chrysler, Lehman, AbitibiBowater, Smurfit-Stone, KV Pharmaceutical, Fairmont Hospi-
tal, F&H Acquisition, Dex One/Supermedia and TLC Vision, and she has significant experience in 
cross-border insolvencies. She also spent 10 years as an attorney in the Bankruptcy, Reorganizations 
and Workouts Practice Group of Alston & Bird, LLP, where she represented debtors, secured and 
unsecured creditors, creditors’ committees and trustees in complex and out-of-court workouts, debt 
restructurings and chapter 11 proceedings. Ms. Meyerowitz is admitted to practice in Georgia and is 
a past chair of the Bankruptcy Section of the Atlanta Bar Association. She is also the immediate past 
chair of the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation and the co-founder 
and past chair of its Georgia Network division. Ms. Meyerowitz is a co-chair of the advisory board 
for ABI’s Southeast Bankruptcy Workshop and serves on various committees of the Turnaround 
Management Association and ABI. She received the M&A Advisor’s Recognition Awards “40 Un-
der 40” award, has been named multiple times as a Georgia Super Lawyers “Rising Star” by Law 
& Politics Magazine, and has been named as one of the “Legal Elite” by Georgia Trend Magazine 
In addition, she received IWIRC’s Melnick Award in 2015 and the F.M. Bird Award for exemplary 
pro bono and community service in 2007. Ms. Meyerowitz received her B.A. from the University of 
Michigan and her J.D. from Emory University School of Law, where she was executive notes and 
comments editor for the Emory Bankruptcy Developments Journal.
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Hon. C. Ray Mullins is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Georgia in At-
lanta, appointed as judge by the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals on Feb. 29, 2000, and named 
chief judge in January 2012. Previously, Judge Mullins served as an instructor in the Management 
Department of Bowling Green State University’s School of Business Administration from 1977-82, 
then joined the Toledo, Ohio, firm of Cooper, Straub, Walinski & Cramer (now Cooper Walinski), 
focusing primarily on civil litigation. From 1984-86, Judge Mullins taught trial practice as an ad-
junct professor of law at the University of Toledo College of Law. In 1987, he joined Kilpatrick 
& Cody (now Kilpatrick Stockton LLP) in Atlanta and became a partner in 1993, practicing in the 
firm’s Financial Restructuring Group and specializing in chapter 11 matters. He also served as a 
member of the Trustee Panel for the Northern District of Georgia from 1995-2000. Judge Mullins 
is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy, a member of ABI’s Board of Directors and the 
immediate past president of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges (2012-13). In March 
2013, Chief Justice Roberts appointed Judge Mullins to the board of the Federal Judicial Center. He 
is also an advisor to the Emory Bankruptcy Developments Law Journal. Judge Mullins received his 
B.S. in business administration in 1974, his M.B.A. in 1977 from Bowling Green State University, 
and his J.D. magna cum laude in 1982 from the University of Toledo College of Law, where he was 
a member of its law review and the Order of the Coif.

Christine L. Myatt chairs the Creditors’ Rights/Bankruptcy Group of Nexsen Pruet, PLLC, in 
Greensboro, N.C., where she represents banking and financial institutions in real estate, construc-
tion, development and tax credit lending transactions and in workouts, debt restructuring and bank-
ruptcy. She has particular experience representing trustees, creditors’ committees, debtors, secured 
and unsecured creditors, bondholders, guarantors and others in bankruptcy law and workout cases 
in North Carolina, Virginia, the Southern District of New York and Delaware. Ms. Myatt has served 
as a receiver in numerous state and federal matters on behalf of various creditors and the U.S. Secu-
rities and Exchange Commission. She is a member of the North Carolina Bar Associaiton’s Board 
of Governors and is a Fellow in the American Bar Foundation. Ms. Myatt is certified in Business 
Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification and in Bankruptcy Law by the North Caro-
lina State Board of Legal Specialization. She has been listed among North Carolina’s “Legal Elite” 
in bankruptcy law by Business North Carolina for several years and has been named a North Caro-
lina Super Lawyer for Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights Law (2009-12), a “Top 50 Woman 
Lawyer in North Carolina” (2012-15), as one of The Best Lawyers in America since 2012 and as 
one of the leading North Carolina lawyers by Chambers USA (2012-15). Ms. Myatt received both 
her B.A. and J.D. from Wake Forest University.

Joann Needleman is a senior counsel with Clark Hill PLC in Philadelphia and a leader of its Con-
sumer Financial Services Regulatory & Compliance group. She provides counsel, consultation and 
litigation services to financial institutions, law firms and debt buyers throughout the country. Ms. 
Needleman has extensive litigation experience in state and federal courts, successfully defending 
creditors against claims brought under the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act and Fair Credit Re-
porting Act, as well as state statutes. She is the current president of the National Association of Re-
tail Collection Attorneys (NARCA) and also serves on the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau 
Consumer Advisory Board. Ms. Needleman was named a Pennsylvania Super Lawyer in 2004-06, 
2010-11 and 2013-15, and she is admitted to practice in the U.S. District Courts for the District of 
New Jersey, the Eastern, Middle and Western Districts of Pennsylvania, the U.S. Court of Appeals 
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for the Third Circuit and the U.S. Supreme Court. She received her B.A. from Temple UNiversity 
in 1986 and her J.D. from Widener University School of Law in 1994.

Michael L. Newsom is president of National Creditor Recovery Services, LLC in Clearwater, Fla., 
which he formed in 2014. He specializes in administering liquidating trusts and bankruptcy sup-
port relating to claims reconciliation, preferences, fee examinations, and statements and schedules. 
Previously, he worked as a chemical engineer for a Fortune 500 manufacturing company and held 
positions dealing with process engineering, environmental affairs, project management and capital 
management. Mr. Newsom began working in the bankruptcy arena in 2001 with Bridge Associ-
ates, where he worked as a financial advisor to both debtors and creditors in several bankruptcies, 
and focused on post-confirmation liquidating trusts and on improving the process of administering 
bankruptcies, developing an elaborate program for claims reconciliation, along with a menu-driven 
program for the generation of SOFAs and SOLAs, to assist in the prosecution and defense of pref-
erences and for use by bankruptcy fee examiners. Mr. Newsom has published articles in the ABI 
Journal on the selection of liquidating trustees and on environmental issues in bankruptcy and has 
been published in industrial magazines. He received both his B.S. in chemical engineering and his 
M.B.A. from the University of Toledo.

Felton E. Parrish is a restructuring and finance partner in the Charlotte, N.C., office of Winston 
& Strawn LLP and has extensive experience in complex chapter 11 bankruptcies and insolvency-
related litigation. He has represented debtors, creditors, DIP financing lenders, and both purchasers 
and sellers in § 363 sale transactions. Mr. Parrish also represents lenders in connection with the 
documentation, restructuring and enforcement of debt obligations. He typically handles compli-
cated intercreditor issues, and has experience negotiating intercreditor agreements, subordination 
agreements, and agreements among lenders in unitranche financings. Mr. Parrish is currently assist-
ing with the representation of the court-appointed examiner in the bankruptcy case of Caesars En-
tertainment Operating Company Inc., and he is representing the DIP lender in the bankruptcy case 
of PTC Seamless Inc., pending in the Western District of Pennsylvania. Mr. Parrish is a frequent 
author on finance and restructuring issues. He has contributed numerous articles to the ABI Journal 
and is the co-author of the chapter entitled “Sales of Assets Under Section 363” in Collier Guide to 
Chapter 11: Key Topics and Selected Industries (LexisNexis, 2010). Mr. Parrish received his B.S. 
magna cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa from Wake Forest University, and his J.D. with honors from 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill School of Law.

Robin E. Phelan is a partner at Haynes and Boone, LLP in Dallas, where he focuses his practice 
on insolvency, reorganization and related areas, including extensive litigation in the bankruptcy 
court and other federal courts, and analyzes the effects of bankruptcy on corporate and financial 
transactions. He is a frequent speaker on panels and programs throughout the U.S. and interna-
tionally regarding developments in bankruptcy and insolvency law, and he has authored numer-
ous publications, several of them relating to tax, governmental and environmental claims. He is a 
contributor to several major treatises on bankruptcy and has testified before both the Congressional 
Bankruptcy Review Commission and U.S. Congress on insolvency matters. Mr. Phelan participated 
in a program sponsored by the U.S. Department of State and the United Nations to develop model 
cross-border insolvency provisions, and participated in a White House program to improve the 
U.S. bankruptcy system. He is a former ABI president, a Fellow in the American College of Bank-
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ruptcy, and a member of INSOL and the Dallas, American and International Bar Associations. Mr. 
Phelan has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America for more than 20 years and was recognized 
by Chambers USA from 2008-13 as one of the leading practitioners in the U.S. for bankruptcy. He 
received his B.S.B.A. and his J.D. cum laude from Ohio State University.

Amy Alcoke Quackenboss is the deputy executive director and general counsel of the American 
Bankruptcy Institute in Alexandria, Va. Prior to joining ABI, she practiced law at Hunton & Wil-
liams LLP, where she focused her practice on bankruptcy litigation and restructuring. Ms. Quack-
enboss has significant experience representing lenders, secured and unsecured creditors, indenture 
trustees, creditors’ committees, and acquirers of assets in chapter 11 bankruptcies. In 2002, she 
was honored with the H. Sol Clark award by the State Bar of Georgia for her commitment to pro 
bono work. Ms. Quackenboss received her B.A. from Miami University of Ohio and her J.D. from 
Washington & Lee School of Law, and upon graduation clerked for a U.S. magistrate judge in the 
Southern District of West Virginia.

Patricia A. Redmond is a shareholder in the Bankruptcy and Restructuring Department of the 
Miami office of Stearns, Weaver, Miller, Weissler, Alhadeff & Sitterson, P.A. and is a former ABI 
president. She has practiced in the insolvency field in Miami for more than 30 years and has ap-
peared in many reorganizations and out-of-court workouts in all industries. Ms. Redmond has rep-
resented developers, financial institutions, public and private owners and distressed-asset purchas-
ers. She has particular experience in the representation of creditors’ committees, secured creditors 
and debtors in chapter 11 cases. Mr. Redmond is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy 
and served on its Board of Directors (2005-08) and as Secretary. She has been listed in The Best 
Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy Debtor/Creditor Rights since 1995, was recognized as a Band I 
attorney by Chambers USA in 2010, and has been listed as a top lawyer in the South Florida Legal 
Guide and in Florida Trend magazine’s “Legal Elite.” Ms. Redmond is a member and former di-
rector of IWIRC, has co-chaired ABI’s Caribbean Insolvency Symposium, and sits on the advisory 
board of ABI’s Southeast Bankruptcy Workshop. She is admitted to practice before the Bars of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the state of Florida, and she is an adjunct professor at the Uni-
versity of Miami School of Law, where she received its the Outstanding Professor Award in 2003 
and 2011 and founded its Bankruptcy Assistance Clinic in 2004. Ms. Redmond received her J.D. in 
1979 from the University of Miami.

Louis E. Robichaux, IV, CFA, CIRA, CTP, CDBV is a principal in the Corporate Reorganization 
Services group at Deloitte Transactions and Business Analytics LLP in Dallas. He provides restruc-
turing, crisis management, financial advisory and expert witness services to parties in a variety of 
distressed corporate settings, with significant emphasis on the health care industry. Current and 
former clients include providers, payors, secured creditors, unsecured creditors’ committees, gov-
ernmental entities, trustees and other parties in interest, and currently serves as CRO of Tuomey 
Healthcare System in Sumter, S.C. He has worked with hospitals, HMOs/managed-care organi-
zations, outpatient rehabilitation, independent physician practice associations, physician practice 
management companies, dental/orthodontic practice management companies, ambulatory care 
clinics, skilled-nursing care, home health care/home DME and institutional pharmacies. Prior to 
joining Deloitte, Mr. Robichaux was a co-managing member and managing director of a boutique 
crisis-management and restructuring firm, as well as a senior restructuring practitioner at a large 
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professional services firm and a Big 4 accounting/consulting firm. He also worked in the health 
care industry as a senior financial and operational analyst for Kaiser Permanente, as well as vari-
ous management positions in the long-term care industry. Mr. Robichaux is a past president of the 
Dallas/Fort Worth Chapter of the Turnaround Management Association and is a member of the 
CFA Institute, the Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors and ABI. He received his 
B.B.A. from Austin Peay State University and his M.B.A. in research and statistics from Texas 
A&M University.

Hon. James J. Robinson is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Alabama in An-
niston, appointed Feb. 16, 2006. Prior to his appointment to the bench, he was an equity partner with 
Burr & Forman LLP in Birmingham, Ala., where he focused on bankruptcy, commercial and busi-
ness litigation involving banking, lending, real estate, securitized debt and lender liability issues. 
His clients included banks, heavy and light industrial manufacturers, heavy-equipment vendors, 
insurance companies, state retirement funds, commercial finance companies, commercial mortgage 
lenders, mortgage bankers and individuals. Judge Robinson is admitted to practice in Alabama and 
before the Eleventh and Fifth U.S. Courts of Appeals, as well as the U.S. District Courts for the 
Northern, Middle and Southern Districts of Alabama. He is an ABI member, a frequent speaker on 
bankruptcy, banking law and commercial real estate, and a former adjunct professor at Samford 
University Cumberland School of Law. Judge Robinson received his B.B.A. in 1971 with a major 
in finance from Georgia State University and his J.D. summa cum laude in 1974 from Samford Uni-
versity Cumberland School of Law, where he was an executive editor of the Cumberland-Samford 
Law Review.

Hon. Gregory R. Schaaf is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Kentucky in 
Lexington, appointed on Oct. 1, 2012. Prior to coming to the bench, he practiced in the areas of 
commercial reorganizations, including bankruptcies and workouts, and commercial transactions, 
including energy-related matters. He represented debtors, creditors’ committees, trustees and indi-
vidual creditors. Judge Schaaf is a CPA and worked as a solicitor in London from 1997-99, handling 
corporate matters and real estate transactions for English, Russian and American clients. He is a 
Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law 
and Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification. Judge Schaaf received his 
B.B. in accounting and his B.S. in law enforcement administration from Western Illinois University 
in 1984 with high honors, and his J.D. in 1991 from the University of Kentucky College of Law, 
where he was a member of the Order of the Coif and participated in its national moot court team and 
on its moot court board, as well as on the school’s Journal of Mineral Law and Policy.

Daniel D. Sparks is head of Christian & Small LLP’s Creditor & Lender Rights Practice Group 
in Birmingham, Ala., and focuses his practice in the areas of bankruptcy and business litigation in-
volving creditors’ rights, consumer finance, lender liability and injunctive relief. He represents com-
mercial lenders, debt buyers, corporations, trustees, individuals and other secured and unsecured 
creditors in all aspects of commercial litigation, loan workouts, loan restructuring, asset recovery, 
foreclosure and adversary proceedings in bankruptcy. Mr. Sparks spends a significant amount of his 
time representing creditors in all bankruptcy courts in Alabama and the Southeast. Among his cli-
ents are several financial institutions, including Federal Express Credit Association, Synovus Bank, 
Aliant Bank, First Commercial Bank, Bank of Tuscaloosa, Commercial Bank and Trust, Coastal 
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Bank, Regions Bank, Oakworth Capital Bank, Alamerica Bank and First Partners Bank. Mr. Sparks 
has been recognized in Chambers USA for Bankruptcy/Restructuring and has been selected as one 
of the “Top 50 Attorneys in Alabama” by Alabama Super Lawyers in the fields of bankruptcy and 
creditor/debtor rights, been listed in The Best Lawyers in America in the fields of bankruptcy, credi-
tor/debtor rights, insolvency, reorganization law, commercial litigation and banking finance litiga-
tion, and been listed as one of the Birmingham Business Journal’s “Best of the Birmingham Bar.” 
He received his B.A. from the University of Georgia in 1981 and his J.D. from Samford University 
Cumberland School of Law in 1985.

Mark G. Stingley is the global head of the Bankruptcy, Restructuring and Creditors’ Rights Client 
Service Group at Bryan Cave LLP in Kansas City, Mo. He represents a number of lending insti-
tutions in litigation and insolvency matters, and has represented several commercial and lending 
clients in real estate and commercial litigation cases in both state and federal courts in a number of 
jurisdictions nationally. Mr. Stingley is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, for which 
he serves as co-chair of education for the Eighth Circuit Fellows, and he is an adjunct professor 
of law at the University of Missouri – Kansas City School of Law, where he teaches a course on 
debtor/creditor relations. In addition, he has contributed to chapters in two Thomson Reuters books, 
Strategic Alternatives for Distressed Businesses and Commercial Bankruptcy Litigation, and is cur-
rently writing two chapters for ABI’s to-be-released Secured Creditors’ Handbook. Mr. Stingley 
served as education director for ABI’s Secured Creditors Committee and sits on ABI’s Board of 
Directors, and co-chairs ABI’s Midwest Endowment Committee. He also sits on the board of the 
Turnaround Management Association’s Missouri affiliate. Mr. Stingley was one of 130 profession-
als, academics and judges appointed nationally to one of the 10 advisory committees that reported 
to ABI’s Chapter 11 Reform Commission, appointed to its Executory Contracts and Unexpired 
Leases Committee. He served on the advisory board of ABI’s Midwestern Bankruptcy Institute 
from 1992-2014 and is currently is a trustee of William Jewell College. Mr. Stingley has been listed 
annually as “Best of the Bar” in Kansas City, as a Missouri and Kansas Super Lawyer, and in The 
Best Lawyers in America. He received his J.D. from University of Missouri at Kansas City and his 
B.S. from William Jewell College.

J. Ellsworth Summers, Jr. is a shareholder with Rogers Towers, PA in Jacksonville, Fla., where 
he practices in the areas of bankruptcy, creditors’ rights and commercial litigation. Before joining 
Rogers Towers in the fall of 2004, he practiced with the law firm of Kaufman & Canoles in Virginia 
in its bankruptcy and creditors’ rights group for five years. From 1998-99, Mr. Summers was a law 
clerk to Hon. Stephen C. St. John, a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Virginia, and 
he interned with Hon. Alexander L. Paskay and Hon. Elizabeth Kovachevich, a U.S. District Court 
Judge for the Middle District of Florida. He is a member of ABI, the Florida, Virginia and Jackson-
ville Bankruptcy Bar Associations, and has appeared before state and federal courts in 15 states, 
the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals and the Supreme Court of Virginia. Mr. Summers is rated AV-
Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell and has been named in Florida Super Lawyers from 2009-15, 
as well as in Florida Trend Magazine’s “Legal Elite” in 2014 for Bankruptcy and Workouts. He is 
admitted to practice in the Fourth and Eleventh Circuit Courts of Appeals, as well as in the state and 
federal courts in the State of Florida and the Commonwealth of Virginia. Mr. Summers received his 
B.A. cum laude from Hampden-Sydney College and his J.D. cum laude from Stetson University 
College of Law, where he was a member of the Stetson Law Review.
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Hon. John E. Waites is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of South Carolina in Columbia, 
appointed on June 27, 1994, and served as chief judge from March 1, 2006 until March 1, 2013. 
On Oct. 1, 2013, he was appointed by the Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court to serve on the 
Judicial Conference Committee on the Administration of the Bankruptcy System. He also served as 
a member of the Board of Governors of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges from 2010-
14 and as a member and chairman of the Bankruptcy Judges Advisory Group for the Administrative 
Office of the U.S. Courts from 2006-13. Judge Waites serves as a member of the Access to Justice 
Commission of the South Carolina Supreme Court and teaches as a distinguished visiting professor 
at the Charleston School of Law. In 2013, he was recognized by South Carolina Legal Services for 
his efforts to ensure equal access to justice for South Carolina citizens and was also the recipient of 
a pro bono award from the South Carolina Bar for his leadership in promoting pro bono efforts in 
the U.S. Bankruptcy Court. In addition, on May 3, 2014, the South Carolina Bankruptcy Law As-
sociation presented him with the J. Bratton Davis Professionalism Award, the association’s highest 
honor. Judge Waites received his undergraduate degree from Davidson College and his J.D. from 
the University of South Carolina.

Thomas W. Waldrep, Jr. is an equity partner with Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, LLP in 
Winston-Salem, N.C., where he practices business bankruptcy and regularly represents secured 
creditors, debtors, committees, and trustees. Previously, he was a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the 
Middle District of North Carolina for nine years. Mr. Waldrep’s health care experience dates back 
to the 1990s. He has served as debtor’s counsel for numerous ALFs and nursing homes, litigated 
with the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, and served as buyer’s counsel for the pur-
chase of ALFs, nursing homes and hospitals out of bankruptcy. While on the bench, he presided 
over several cases involving ALFs, nursing homes and home health care companies. He currently 
represents one of the largest health care companies in the country. Mr. Waldrep is a member of the 
Turnaround Management Association and ABI. He has served the North Carolina Bar Association 
in several different capacities, including as chair of its Bankruptcy Section and as a member of its 
Board of Governors. Mr. Waldrep is a frequent lecturer at continuing legal education seminars and 
law schools, and has written several law journal articles on insolvency issues. He received his B.A. 
from Purdue University in 1979 and his J.D. from the Indiana University School of Law in 1983, 
where he served as managing editor of the Indiana Law Journal.

David S. Weidenbaum has been a trial attorney with the Office of the U.S. Trustee in Atlanta for 
nearly 10 years. Previously, he clerked for Bankruptcy Judge Mary Grace Diehl, represented hapter 
13 trustees and was in private practice, where he represented debtors and creditors. Mr. Weiden-
baum received his undergraduate degree magna cum laude from the University of Albany in 1993 
and his J.D. from Emory Law School in 1997.

David A. Wender is a partner in Alston & Bird LLP’s Bankruptcy & Financial Restructuring Prac-
tice Group in Atlanta, where he represents a variety of clients in complex bankruptcy cases, out-
of court workouts, debt restructurings, asset dispositions and claims-reconciliation procedures. 
Through these engagements, Mr. Wender represents purchasers, sellers and other parties in § 363 
sales, debtors in possession, secured and unsecured creditors and creditors’ committees. He also 
represents financial institutions, officers, directors and other entities in complex litigation engage-
ments in state and federal courts throughout the U.S. Prior to joining Alston & Bird, Mr. Wender 
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clerked for Hon. Mary F. Walrath, Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Delaware. He is 
a barrister in the inaugural W. Homer Drake, Jr. Georgia Bankruptcy American Inn of Court, serves 
on the advisory board of ABI’s Southeast Bankruptcy Workshop, and is a board member of the 
Emory Bankruptcy Developments Journal. In 2015, Mr. Wender was identified as “Up and Com-
ing” practitioner in Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for Business and in Super Lawyers 
magazine. He received his B.S. in business administration from Washington University in St. Louis 
in 1998 and his J.D. from Emory University School of Law in 2003.

Nancy J. Whaley is an attorney and chapter 13 trustee for the Northern District of Georgia in 
Atlanta, where she oversees 40 employees and operates a trust of over $75 million. She is also 
the chapter 12 trustee for the Northern District of Georgia. Ms. Whaley is an adjunct professor of 
law at John Marshall Law School in Atlanta. She retired from the Air Force Reserve in 2009 as a 
Lieutenant Colonel. Ms. Whaley is the chair of the Atlanta Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Section 
and a past chair of the Bankruptcy Section of the State Bar. She also serves on the advisory board 
of ABI’s Southeast Bankruptcy Workshop, and is a past president of the Georgia Association for 
Women Lawyers and of the GAWL Foundation. Ms. Whaley served on the executive committee for 
the State Bar of Georgia from 2005-11, has been a member of the Board of Governors since 2000, 
and chairs the State Bar Finance Committee. She is also an active member in the Association of 
Chapter 12 Trustees and the National Association of Chapter 13 Trustees, and serves on NACTT’s 
Foundation Board. Ms. Whaley received her B.A. cum laude from Eureka College, where she was 
a Ronald Reagan Scholar, and her J.D. from Emory Law School.

David B. Wheeler is a member of Moore & Van Allen PLLC in Charleston, S.C., where he con-
centrates on the representation of creditors, bankruptcy, workouts, foreclosures, restructuring and 
all other forms of practice in the creditors’ rights area. Mr. Wheeler routinely appears in other juris-
dictions as well, including Delaware and the Southern District of New York. He frequently partici-
pates in seminar presentations and publishes articles in the area of creditors’ rights and bankruptcy, 
in particular. Mr. Wheeler is also a member of the South Carolina Bar Association and the South 
Carolina Bankruptcy Law Association. An ABI member since 1994, he is a co-author of the ABI 
Preference Handbook, has contributed articles to the ABI Journal and is a former ABI Board mem-
ber. Mr. Wheeler is regularly named as a South Carolina Super Lawyer in the area of bankruptcy 
law and is an active member of the South Carolina Bankruptcy Law Association, and is a former 
member of the South Carolina Supreme Court Bankruptcy and Debtor/Creditor Law Specialization 
Board. In addition, he was a reporter for the Avoiding Powers Advisory Committee to ABI’s Com-
mission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11. He earned both his B.S. and J.D. at the University of 
South Carolina.

Prof. Jack F. Williams is a tenured full professor at Georgia State University College of Law 
and the Middle East Institute in Atlanta, where he teaches and/or conducts research in the areas of 
bankruptcy and business reorganizations, mergers and acquisitions, commercial law and damages 
models, corporate finance, capital markets, fraud and anti-corruption, Islamic banking and finance, 
taxation, public finance, and law and statistics. Prof. Williams is the Association of Insolvency 
and Restructuring Advisors Scholar in Residence and served as the inaugural Robert M. Zinman 
American Bankruptcy Institute (ABI) Scholar in Residence in 2001, returning to that post in 2008. 
In 2009, ABI recognized him with its Annual Service Award, which honors the ABI member whose 
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contributions have been extraordinary. He is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and 
is the national co-director of the Litigation, Investigation and Intelligence Services practice, as well 
as a senior managing director at Mesirow Financial Consulting, LLC, in Atlanta and New York 
City. Prof. Williams received his B.A. in economics from the University of Oklahoma, his J.D. from 
George Washington University of Law with high honors, where he was also a member of the Order 
of the Coif, and his Ph.D. in archaeology from the University of Leicester.

Melissa A. Youngman is a partner at Wilson Elser Moskowitz Edelman & Dicker LLP, in Orlando, 
Fla., and a member of the advisory board of ABI’s Southeast Bankruptcy Workshop. She represents 
all types of creditors in bankruptcy proceedings and related commercial litigation, including lend-
ers, commercial landlords, mortgage servicers, banks and financial institutions. She also works with 
trustees, receivers and assignees for the benefit of creditors. Previously, Ms. Youngman was a part-
ner with a leading Florida provider of legal services to the mortgage servicing industry, where she 
gained prominence as a frequent speaker and presenter on issues such as the Uniform Procedures 
for the Mortgage Modification Mediation Program adopted by all districts of the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court in Florida. She received her B.A. from the University of Florida and her J.D. from St. John’s 
University School of Law.




