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Hon. Kevin R. Anderson is a U.S Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Utah in Salt Lake City, ap-
pointed on Sept. 4, 2015. Previously, he was the standing chapter 13 trustee for the District of Utah
for 17 years. Judge Anderson started his career as a law clerk for Bankruptcy Judge David Naugle of
the Central District of California. He received his J.D. cum laude from the J. Ruben Clark Law School
at Brigham Young University.

Troy J. Arambaru is a partner in the Salt Lake City office of Snell & Wilmer, LLP, a full-service
business law firm with more than 400 attorneys in nine locations throughout the western U.S. and
Mexico. He concentrates his practice in bankruptcy and commercial litigation, and he regularly rep-
resents secured and unsecured creditors, debtors, committees, receivers and other fiduciaries in a vari-
ety of contested actions before bankruptcy, federal and state courts. He has also represented members,
partners and shareholders in disputes with other owners or the company, both in bankruptcy and other
courts. Mr. Arabaru is admitted to practice in Utah and Georgia. He received his B.A. magna cum
laude in political science from Weber State University in 1998 and his J.D. cum laude from Brigham
Young University’s J. Reuben Clark Law School in 2001.

Dr. Debra Austin is a law professor at the University of Denver Sturm College of Law in Denver,
where she teaches lawyering process and advanced legal research, a course she created at Sturm in
1998. Her teaching and research is focused on lawyering skills, the neuroscience of learning, and how
technology can be used to enhance teaching. She received the William T. Driscoll Master Educator
Award in 2001. Dr. Austin has received a number of grants for her teaching and research. In April
2012, she was awarded a Legal Writing Institute-Association of Legal Writing Directors-LexisNexis
2012 Legal Writing Scholarship Grant. She was also awarded a grant for integrating a SmartBoard
and Student Response Systems into her Legal Skills Courses from the Morgridge Family Foundation.
In addition, she was a co-investigator on a $1.2 million dollar ITEST grant awarded by the National
Science Foundation to study the role of interdisciplinary humane games in learning. Prior to coming
to DU, Dr. Austin worked for West Publishing Co. teaching lawyers in Denver and Salt Lake City
how to use Westlaw, and she was a law clerk at Wendel, Rosen, Black, Dean & Levitan, in Oakland,
Calif. She regularly consults with law firms and individual lawyers on lawyering skills and is a mem-
ber of the Rhone Brackett Inn of Court. Dr. Austin received her B.M.E. in music education from the
University of Colorado at Boulder in 1982, her J.D. from the University of San Francisco in 1989 and
her Ph.D. in education in 2004 from the University of Denver.

Stephen E. Berken is a partner with Berken Cloyes, PC in Denver, where he focuses on consumer
bankruptcy law, debt workouts, asset protection, and mechanic’s lien and trust fund statutes. He
handles cases involving chapter 7 and 13 defense and prosecution of bankruptcy adversary matters,
state court litigation involving the Colorado Mechanic’s Lien statute, wills and estate planning, and
foreclosure defense. Mr. Berken has lectured for various professional groups and is the Colorado
state chair for the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys. He is also the founder of
the Colorado Debtors’ Counsel Listserv. Mr. Berken is board certified in Consumer Bankruptcy Law
by the American Board of Certification and is an advisory board co-chair of ABI’s Rocky Mountain
Bankruptcy Conference. He is also the state chair for the CARE financial literacy program and regu-
larly lectures high school students about the responsible use of credit. Mr. Berken was named “Bank-
ruptcy Attorney of the Year” by 5280 Magazine for 2014, 2015 and 2016. He received his B.A. cum
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laude in political science from the University of California in 1981 and his J.D. from the University
of California-Hastings College of Law in 1984.

Jeffrey S. Brinen is a shareholder at KutnerBrinen, PC in Denver and has been actively involved in
the practice of bankruptcy law since 1987, including debtor/creditor relationships, workouts, bank-
ruptcy litigation and other insolvency issues. He represents corporations, limited liability companies,
partnerships and individuals with respect to chapter 11 reorganizations, out-of-court workouts, and
chapter 11 and 7 liquidations. Mr. Brinen represents both debtors and creditors and has testified as an
expert witness on bankruptcy issues, as well as served as co-chair of the Bankruptcy Subsection of
the Colorado Bar Association. He has frequently lectured on bankruptcy issues to attorneys and non-
legal professionals. Mr. Brinen is a member of the Colorado, Florida and Denver Bar Associations.
He received his bachelor’s degree from the University of Florida in 1980 Phi Beta Kappa, and his J.D.
from George Washington University in 1984.

Hon. Elizabeth E. Brown was named a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge in 2001 for the District of Colorado
in Denver and reappointed in 2015. She also served on the Tenth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel
from 2003-13. Following law school, Judge Brown was in private practice from 1986 through 2001,
primarily in the area of corporate insolvency and restructuring. Immediately prior to joining the
bench, she was a partner and chair of the bankruptcy department at Holme, Roberts & Owen in Den-
ver. Judge Brown is an adjunct professor at both the University of Colorado Law School and the Uni-
versity of Denver Sturm College of Law, and frequently speaks on bankruptcy. She is a member of
the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges (for which she has served on various committees and
is is an editor of the American Bankruptcy Law Journal) and sat on committees for the Administra-
tive Office of the U.S. Courts, and she served as judicial chair of ABI’s Rocky Mountain Bankruptcy
Conference from 2001-15. She is also a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy. Judge Brown
graduated from Colorado College with honors and received her J.D. from the University of Colorado
Law School with honors, where she served as the managing editor of the University of Colorado Law
Review.

Chad S. Caby is a partner with Lewis Roca Rothgerber Christie LLP in Denver, where his practice
includes the representation of corporate creditors, debtors and trustees in bankruptcy proceedings,
as well as workouts and restructuring entities outside of court. He has represented debtors in several
chapter 15 cross-border insolvency cases filed in the Districts of Wyoming and Colorado, and he reg-
ularly represents banks and secured creditors in general commercial litigation. Mr. Caby is featured
in Colorado Super Lawyers and is admitted to the Colorado and Wyoming bars. He received his B.A.
in 1994 from Drake University and his J.D. in 1999 from Capital University Law School.

Tom H. Connolly is a principal of Connolly Lofstedt Cadette & Pearce, P.C. in Louisville, Colo.
Previously, he was Of Counsel at Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher and a partner with Jones, Day, Reavis &
Pogue. In 1993, he formed the firm the present day firm. Mr. Connolly has extensive business experi-
ence, having served as chairman, president and CEO of several operating businesses and as a director
of Colorado National Bank in Glenwood Springs, Colo. His chapter 11 activities include representing
creditors, serving as debtor’s counsel, creditors’ committee counsel and as chapter 11 trustee. His
national cases include Resorts International and Drexel Burnham Lambert. Mr. Connolly has also
served as plan agent or liquidating trustee under confirmed chapter 11 plans for Amdura Corp., Rexon
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Tecmar Corp., Vail Plaza Hotel & Club, the Mercury Cos. and others. As the chapter 7 trustee for
Miniscribe Corp. he recovered for and distributed to general unsecured creditors over $100 million.
Mr. Connolly founded the Bankruptcy Liaison Committee of the local Faculty of Federal Advocates,
and has been an occasional speaker at bankruptcy seminars and events sponsored by the Colorado
Bar Association, ABI and the Office of the U.S. Trustee for Region 9. He received his undergraduate
degree from Ohio State University, taught science for two years, then received his J.D. summa cum
laude from Ohio State University School of Law. While in law school, he served as the law school
dean’s research aide, was a member of the Ohio State Law Journal editorial board and was awarded
the Order of the Coif and best senior article writer’s award.

Aaron J. Conrardy is a partner at Sender Wasserman Wadsworth, P.C. in Denver, where his practice
focuses on business reorganizations and liquidations and bankruptcy litigation. His litigation practice
emphasizes fraudulent conveyance, preference and nondischargeability actions. Mr. Conrardy pri-
marily represents debtors-in-possession, trustees and creditors. He received his B.S. in finance from
Marquette University in 2003 and his J.D. from Marquette University in 2008.

Timothy A. Davidson, II is a member of Andrews Kurth Kenyon LLP’s Bankruptcy and Financial
Restructuring Practice in Houston, where he represents parties in out-of-court and bankruptcy court
financial restructurings. These clients include private-equity firms, hedge funds, secured lenders, in-
vestors, debtors, unsecured creditors, and various official and ad hoc committees in matters across
the country. His practice also includes structuring distressed acquisition, financing and real estate
transactions, as well as advising clients on insolvency and counterparty risks related to mergers,
acquisitions and general corporate transactions. Mr. Davidson received his J.D. in 1999 from Emory
University School of Law.

Caroline Case Fuller is a director with Fairfield and Woods P.C. in Denver and practices in all as-
pects of commercial bankruptcy and out-of-court debt restructuring. She regularly represents secured
creditors, landlords, business debtors, creditors’ committees, trustees and indenture trustees in busi-
ness reorganization and liquidation proceedings in bankruptcy courts throughout the country. She
also represents receivers in state and federal court receivership proceedings. Ms. Fuller routinely
advises clients in anticipation of bankruptcy, including clients who are attempting to resolve their
own financial difficulties without the need for a bankruptcy filing and clients who are creditors of
companies that may be insolvent. She also has significant appellate experience, having represented
clients in numerous bankruptcy appeals before federal district and appellate courts. In addition, she
represents lenders and borrowers in real estate and asset-based lending transactions and workouts, as
well as landlords and tenants in the negotiation of commercial leases. Ms. Fuller is a trained media-
tor and has been named to a panel of mediators selected by the Faculty of Federal Advocates to pro-
vide mediation services in disputes arising in bankruptcy proceedings. Prior to joining Fairfield and
Woods in 1986, she clerked for Chief Judge John F. McGrath of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the
District of Colorado. Ms. Fuller is a member of ABI, the Colorado and Denver Bar Associations, and
the International Women’s Insolvency and Restructuring Confederation. She received her J.D. from
the University of Texas in 1980.

Lars Henrik Fuller is a commercial attorney with BakerHostetler in Denver and has particular ex-
perience in bankruptcy and distressed circumstances. He focuses his practice on transactions, restruc-
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turings and litigation related to troubled-company situations. Previously, he was an associate with
several area law firms and clerked for Hon. Patricia Clark and Hon. A. Bruce Campbell, both with
the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Colorado. Mr. Fuller is a member of ABI (for which he
serves as a Volo project editor), the Colorado and Denver Bar Associations, and the Faculty of Federal
Advocates. He received his B.A. in English and philosophy in 1990 from the University of Southern
California and his J.D. in 1995 from the University of Colorado Law School.

Tami Gadd-Willardson is a staff attorney with the office of the Chapter 13 Trustee for the District of
Utah in Salt Lake City and has been involved in bankruptcy since 1996. She received her bachelor’s
degree in sociology from the University of Utah and her J.D. magna cum laude from the University of
Nevada, Las Vegas William S. Boyd School of Law, after which she clerked for Chief Judge William
T. Thurman of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Utah.

Edward T. Gavin, CTP is a managing director and founding partner of Gavin/Solmonese LLC in
Wilmington, Del., where he leads the firm’s Corporate Recovery Practice and specializes in com-
plex bankruptcy matters, representing debtors and creditors as financial advisor, asset-sale advisor,
Chief restructuring officer or in other responsible party roles. In addition, he is frequently appointed
liquidating trustee, litigation trustee or plan administrator over post-confirmation liquidating trusts.
Mr. Gavin is an expert on rapid § 363 asset-sale processes and other matters pertinent to creditor
representations, SPM gifts and the evaluation of claims against insiders. His engagements have in-
cluded responsibilities as bankruptcy and nonbankruptcy financial advisor to debtors and creditors’
committees, bankruptcy and nonbankruptcy interim management appointments, business viability
assessments, mergers and acquisitions, business integrations and strategic sales, corporate strategy
and policy development and implementation, e-commerce and marketing strategy development, pro-
cess re-engineering, and enterprise resource planning (ERP) system implementation and assessment.
His roles have also included regulatory affairs management positions in FDA-regulated organiza-
tions, including the leadership of process re-engineering to remediate violations of FDA regulations.
Mr. Gavin is ABI’s Vice President-Development, co-chaired ABI’s Financial Advisors & Investment
Banking Committee from 2010-12 and is a former co-chair and education director of ABI’s Ethics
and Professional Compensation Committee. He is a 30th Anniversary Circle contributor to ABI’s
Endowment Fund and co-chaired ABI’s Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Workshop from 2009-14. He also
served on ABI’s Civility Task Force and National Ethics Standards Task Force, and led that group’s
Committee Solicitation Protocols Subcommittee. A contributing editor for the ABI Journal’s “Last
In Line” and “Financial Statements” columns, Mr. Gavin also writes the “Turnaround Tactics” blog
for Forbes and has written extensively for such publications as The Journal of Corporate Renewal,
Business Credit Magazine, Credit & Collections Risk Magazine, ABF Journal, ABL Advisor and the
Daily Bankruptcy Review, among others. A member of the Association of Certified Turnaround Pro-
fessionals and the Turnaround Management Association, and an associate member of the Association
of Certified Fraud Examiners, he attended the University of the Arts in Philadelphia, studying music
theory and education.

Scott J. Goldstein is a partner with Spencer Fane LLP in Kansas City, Mo., and is admitted to prac-
tice in the state of Missouri and the federal courts in Kansas. He concentrates his practice in the areas
of bankruptcy and reorganization for businesses, representation of secured creditors and creditors’
committees in workouts and bankruptcies, and bond default situations both in federal and state court.
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Mr. Goldstein has been consistently chosen as one of The Best Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy
and Creditor/Debtor Rights Law, in Super Lawyers for Bankruptcy & Creditor/Debtor Rights, Bank-
ing, Bonds/Government Finance, and has for several years been honored as one of the “Best of the
Bar” by the Kansas City Business Journal. He was inducted into the American College of Bankruptcy
in 2011, is a frequent lecturer, and has published numerous articles on creditors’ and debtors’ rights
issues. Mr. Goldstein received his bachelor’s degree in accounting in 1977 and his J.D. in 1980 from
the University of Missouri-Columbia, where he served as an editor of the Missouri Law Review.

Joshua M. Hantman is a shareholder with Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP in Denver and
a member of its Bankruptcy and Restructuring Group, where his practice focuses on a broad range
of business reorganization, restructuring and distressed acquisition matters, both in and out of court.
He represents debtors, creditors, committees, trustees, lenders and purchasers of distressed assets in
both litigation and transactional situations. In litigation, Mr. Hantman prosecutes and defends claims
for fraudulent transfers and preferences. On the transactional side, he represents clients in purchasing
distressed assets in 363 sales and provides structural advice regarding mergers and acquisitions. Mr.
Hantman’s recent experience includes representing Mercury Cos. Inc., a holding company for title
companies in numerous states, in its chapter 11 bankruptcy case; representing Big Sandy Holding
Co. in the sale of its subsidiary bank, Mile High Banks, through its chapter 11 bankruptcy case; suc-
cessfully litigating appointment of a chapter 11 trustee and confirming a creditor plan of reorganiza-
tion in an oil and gas bankruptcy case, both over objections; and representing an investment fund in
acquiring a $50 million multi-family development in San Francisco. He has also advised the Interna-
tional Finance Corp. on a debt restructuring of the largest airport in Costa Rica, and advised a global
financial institution on legal issues related to derivative exposure, financial products and participation
in U.S. government banking programs. Previously, Mr. Hantman was an associate in the Financial
Restructuring & Insolvency Group of White & Case in its Washington, D.C., office. He is admitted to
the District of Columbia, Virginia and Colorado Bars, and is a member of ABI and the American Bar
Association. Mr. Hantman received the “40 Under 40 Emerging Leaders Award” from The M&A Ad-
visor in 2015, has been listed in Colorado Super Lawyers as a “Rising Star” from 2014-16, received
the Transaction of the Year Award from the Turnaround Management Association (TMA) in 2013
and was listed among the Corporate America Legal Elite of 2015. He received his B.A. in 2000 from
Empry University and his J.D. in 2005 from the University of Virginia School of Law.

Theodore J. Hartl is a partner with Lindquist & Vennum LLP in Denver, where he represents bank-
ruptcy trustees, debtors and creditors in bankruptcy litigation, asset liquidation and insolvency mat-
ters. He also represents secured lenders and interested parties in prosecuting and defending their
interests under the Bankruptcy Code, as well as receivers, financial institutions, corporate and indi-
vidual clients in nonbankruptcy workouts, administrative enforcement actions, and in commercial
disputes in state and federal courts. Previously, Mr. Hartl served as a law clerk to Hon. Donald E.
Cordova, Chief Judge of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Colorado, and as a law clerk to
Hon. Joette Katz, Associate Justice of the Connecticut Supreme Court. He was listed as a Colorado
Super Lawyers “Rising Star” for 2010 and 2012. Mr. Hartl received his B.S. and B.A. in 1994 from
Washington University and his J.D. magna cum laude from Vermont Law School in 2000.

Matthew W. Hoelscher is a staff attorney and modifications manager for Chapter 13 Trustee Doug
Kiel in Denver, for whom he has worked since 2012. He specializes in post-confirmation issues,
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including plan modifications, and also assists on a variety of pre-confirmation issues. Mr. Hoelscher
received his J.D. from the University of Denver, Sturm College of Law in 2015.

George B. Hofmann is a shareholder with Cohne Kinghorn, P.C. in Salt Lake City, where his prac-
tice encompasses all aspects of the debtor/creditor relationship with a focus on bankruptcy law. He
has represented debtors, creditors, trustees, committees, bondholders, indenture trustees, and a vari-
ety of other parties with interest in bankruptcy proceedings, and was appointed to the panel of chapter
7 trustees for the District of Utah in March 2011. Mr. Hofmann’s bankruptcy experience includes plan
confirmation and objections to confirmation, asset sales, avoidance litigation, claims litigation and
executory contract disputes. In addition to his bankruptcy practice, he has prosecuted and defended
lender-liability litigation, and has represented lenders and borrowers in loan documentation from
origination through workout. Mr. Hofmann is admitted to practice in Utah, New York, the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts and the U.S. District Courts for the Districts of Utah and Massachusetts,
and the Northern, Southern and Western Districts of New York. He is listed in The Best Lawyers in
America in the category of bankruptcy and creditor/debtor rights law, is AV-rated by Martindale-
Hubbell, and has been included in “Utah’s Legal Elite” in the area of bankruptcy/workout by Utah
Business magazine. He is also listed in Mountain States Super Lawyers for Bankruptcy & Creditor/
Debtor rights, which also selected him as one of the top 100 lawyers in all practice areas in Utah,
Nevada, Montana, Idaho and Wyoming. Mr. Hofmann received his B.S. from the University of Utah
and his J.D. from the University of Utah College of Law, where he was a member of the Order of the
Coif and served on the Utah Law Review.

Peggy Hunt is a partner at Dorsey & Whitney LLP in Salt Lake City and has had extensive judicial
clerkships. She has been working in the area of bankruptcy and receivership law for over 25 years and
is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy. Ms. Hunt serves as a chapter 7 panel trustee for
the District of Utah and has represented distressed companies, creditors, equity-holders and chapter
11 and 7 trustees in all aspects of the workout, restructuring and liquidating process, including in
related litigation. She serves as lead counsel to trustees and equity receivers appointed in some of the
largest Ponzi and securities fraud cases in Utah, including Castle Arch Real Estate Investment Com-
pany, LLC, National Note of Utah, LC and Waterford Funding, LLC. She was also recently appointed
by the SEC as the receiver for Traffic Monsoon, LLC. Ms. Hunt regularly speaks on topics involving
bankruptcy and receivership law. She is a member of the Bankruptcy Court Local Rules Committee
and she is a contributing author for the Collier Bankruptcy Practice Guide. Ms. Hunt is the immedi-
ate past-president of the Utah Chapter of the Federal Bar Association and serves as chair of the And
Justice For All Leadership Committee, and she actively serves on numerous other professional and
civic boards. She is also a former president of Women Lawyers of Utah. Ms. Hunt is admitted to the
Bars of Massachusetts and Utah, and in the Third, Fifth, Ninth and Tenth Circuits. She is a Fellow of
the American College of Bankruptcy and has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America for 2008-17
in Creditor-Debtor Rights Law. Ms. Hunt received her B.A. in economics and political science from
Washington and Jefferson College and her J.D. from the University of Pittsburgh School of Law,
where she was also head notes and comments editor of its law review.

Andrew D. Johnson is a member of Onsager | Fletcher | Johnson LLC in Denver, where his practice
focuses on representing businesses, business owners and trustees in out-of-court restructurings, chap-
ter 11 and chapter 7 bankruptcies, and related litigation. He has represented clients in the construc-
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tion, automotive, real estate, oil and gas, broadcasting and high-tech industries, among others. Mr.
Johnson has litigated numerous § 547 preference cases, as well as §§ 544 and 548 fraudulent transfer
cases on behalf of debtors, trustees and defendants. He has represented clients in appeals to the Feder-
al Circuit, Tenth Circuit, the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel for the Tenth Circuit, the U.S. District Court
for Colorado and the Colorado Court of Appeals. Previously, Mr. Johnson was in-house counsel for
a real estate development company, where he advised the company, did transactional work related to
real estate development and managed outside counsel on various litigation matters, and was with Jes-
sop & Co., a bankruptcy boutique in Denver. He served as co-chair of the Colorado Bar Association’s
Bankruptcy subsection for the 2013-15 term. Mr. Johnson received his B.A. from the University of
Colorado in 1999 and his J.D. from the University of Colorado School of Law in 2005.

Lee M. Kutner is a shareholder and director of KutnerBrinen, PC in Denver, where his practice
focuses on representing debtors, creditors and creditors’ committees in chapter 11 and 7 bankruptcy
cases, business restructurings, and debtor and creditor rights litigation. He has considerable experi-
ence in the process of negotiating, drafting and confirming chapter 11 plans and developing out-
of-court workouts, and he has been involved in numerous receivership actions and debtor/creditor
remedies, including assignments for the benefit of creditors. Mr. Kutner has successfully confirmed
chapter 11 plans of reorganization for a wide range of businesses and in complex cases for individu-
als. He established precedent-setting law in the area of security interests in hotel room revenues in
chapter 11 cases that eventually led to amendments to the Bankruptcy Code, and he has lectured on
bankruptcy and business entity issues. Mr. Kutner has also been involved in numerous real estate
chapter 11 cases, including vacant land developments, office buildings, retail shopping centers, and
resort, office and retail projects. A member of ABI and the American and Colorado Bar Associa-
tions, Mr. Kutner was named a Super Lawyer from 2006-16 and has been listed in The Best Lawyers
in America. He is AV-rated by Martindale Hubbell. Mr. Kutner received his bachelor’s degree with
distinction from the University of Michigan in 1976 and his J.D. from the National Law Center of
George Washington University in Washington, D.C. in 1980.

Steven J. McCardell is a shareholder in the law firm of Durham Jones & Pinegar in Salt Lake City,
and his practice includes creditors’ rights, bankruptcy, commercial litigation and appellate matters.
He argued for the debtor in the U.S. Supreme Court in United States v. CF&I Fabricators of Utah,
Inc., 518 U.S. 213 (1996). Mr. McCardell is a member of the Utah State Bar, the American Bar Asso-
ciation, the Utah Bankruptcy Lawyers Forum and ABI. In 1998, he became a fellow of the American
College of Bankruptcy. Mr. McCardell has served as a member of the Local Rules Committee for the
U.S. Bankruptcy Appellate Panel of the Tenth Circuit (2001-03) and as a part-time adjunct professor
of law at the University of Utah College of Law (1987) and the J. Reuben Clark Law School (1994-
97). He has been a speaker on bankruptcy matters for the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges,
American Bar Association, ABI, Utah Bankruptcy Lawyers Forum and Norton Bankruptcy Law and
Practice. Mr. McCardell received his J.D. in 1981 from the J. Reuben Clark Law School, after which
he clerked for Hon. Ralph R. Mabey and Hon. Glen E. Clark in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the
District of Utah.

Hon. Thomas B. McNamara is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Colorado in Denver, ap-
pointed on March 23, 2015. He chairs the International Judicial Relations Committee of the National
Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and is a member of the Local Bankruptcy Rules Committee of
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the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Colorado. Previously, Judge McNamara practiced in
the dispute-resolution field for nearly 25 years with a Colorado-based law firm. He also worked on
cases involving the banking, securities, financial services, skiing, telecommunications, hospitality
and consumer products industries, with a particular focus on the natural resources sector. In addition,
Judge McNamara prosecuted or defended cases involving foreign sovereigns, foreign state-owned
enterprises, companies, debtors, creditors and individuals in matters throughout the U.S. He also pub-
lished and lectured frequently on international topics. Judge McNamara received his undergraduate
degree at the University of Minnesota and his J.D. from the Yale Law School, where he was active in
international matters and legal services clinics.

Gil A. Miller, CPA, CFA, CIRA is the senior managing member of Rocky Mountain Advisory,
LLC in Salt Lake City and has 30 years of experience in public accounting. He has been primar-
ily involved with receivership and investigative accounting work, bankruptcy case work, troubled-
company workouts, breach of contract, contract claims and fraud examinations. Mr. Miller regularly
serves as a bankruptcy trustee, receiver and arbitrator. He is a member of the Commercial Panel of the
American Arbitration Association and a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy. Mr. Miller
received both his B.S. and M.S. in accounting from Brigham Young University.

Drew Moore is an attorney with Drew Moore P.C. in Grand Junction, Colo., where he focuses on
bankruptcy issues. Previously, Mr. Moore worked at Colorado Rural Legal Services, where he fo-
cused on bankruptcy and disability issues. Prior to graduating law school, he participated in a judicial
externship for Hon. Dennis D. O’Brien in Minnesota, assisting in researching pending personal and
business bankruptcy cases. Mr. Moore received his Bachelor’s degree in international trade relations
from the University of Northern Colorado in 1988 and his J.D. cum laude from Hamline University
Law School in 1993.

Hon. R. Kimball Mosier is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Utah in Salt Lake City, ap-
pointed in February 2009. Prior to taking the bench, he represented and provided legal advice to
debtors, creditors, bankruptcy trustees, examiners and committees. Judge Mosier served as a member
of the standing panel of chapter 7 trustees for the District of Utah from 1983 until his appointment to
the bench, and he served as a trustee in numerous chapter 11 cases. He received his B.A. in economics
cum laude in 1975 and his J.D. in 1980 from the University of Utah.

Christian C. Onsager is a principal of Onsager | Fletcher | Johnson LLC in Denver and has practiced
bankruptcy law in local and national cases since 1976. After heading Faegre & Benson’s Denver
bankruptcy practice and a stint as general counsel to The Broe Companies, Inc., he started OFJ in
2004. Mr. Onsager has been an ABI director and chair of its Business Reorganization Committee. He
sits on the advisory board for ABI’s Rocky Mountain Bankruptcy Conference and is a faculty mem-
ber for ABI’s Litigation Skills Symposium, a program he helped found. Mr. Onsager is a frequent
expert witness, author and speaker on bankruptcy and related topics and has briefed or argued cases
before the Third, Fifth, Eighth and Tenth Circuit Courts of Appeals. He received his B.A. in 1971
from Yale University and his J.D. in 1975 from the University of Connecticut School of Law.
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Hon. Cathleen D. Parker is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Wyoming in Cheyenne.
Previously, she was the senior assistant attorney general for the State of Wyoming.

Kyle Payne is the owner of Payne & Associates, PLLC in Houston and represents solely consumer
debtors. Previously, he worked for Allmand Law Firm in Dallas from May 2012 through February
2014 and was the managing attorney of the Laas Law Firm’s Fort Worth, Texas, office from Febru-
ary 2012 to October 2015. Mr. Payne is a member of the Texas State Bar’s Bankruptcy Division. He
is admitted to the Northern, Southern, Eastern and Western Districts of Texas and is a member of
the Houston Association of Young Bankruptcy Lawyers. Mr. Payne received his J.D. in 2012 from
Temple University’s Beasley School of Law.

Karen Perse is the comptroller and a staff attorney for Chapter 13 Trustee Douglas Kiel in Denver.
She has been involved in bankruptcy since June 2008 and worked on the debtors’ side before joining
the trustee’s office. Prior to becoming involved in bankruptcy law, she volunteered as an expat coor-
dinator for an orphanage in Suzhou, P.R. China. Ms. Perse received her J.D. from the University of
Colorado School of Law in Boulder.

Ronald R. Peterson is a partner with Jenner & Block LLP in Chicago, where he concentrates his
practice in the areas of commercial, insolvency and bankruptcy law. He is a member of the firm’s
Bankruptcy, Workout and Corporate Reorganization and Bankruptcy Litigation Practices. He is also
a member of its Real Estate and Construction Litigation and Corporate Finance Practices and its Real
Estate Finance Litigation and Workout Task Force. A Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy,
Mr. Peterson focuses primarily on representing debtors, trustees, creditors, committees, landlords and
secured lenders in chapter 11 cases. He also counsels clients on a variety of transactional issues, in-
cluding corporate restructurings. Since 2003, Chambers & Partners has named him one of the coun-
try’s leading lawyers in bankruptcy law, and he is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell. Mr. Peterson has
been a member of the panel of chapter 7 trustees for the Northern District of Illinois’s Eastern Divi-
sion since 1987 and has presided over numerous complex commercial cases, including Stotler & Co.,
the country’s tenth-largest commodities house, and Lancelot Investment, a $1.7 billion Ponzi scheme.
He has also served as examiner in Robert Lund, a large real estate developer, and as chairman of the
creditors’ committee in Thomas J. Petters, a $3.5 billion Ponzi scheme. Mr. Peterson is a member
of ABI, as well as the Business Bankruptcy Committee of the Business Law Section and the Bank-
ruptcy Litigation Committee of the Litigation Section of the American Bar Association. He is also a
director of the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees and a member of INSOL (International
Association of Restructuring, Insolvency & Bankruptcy Professionals). Mr. Peterson is admitted to
practice before the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the Third, Sixth, Seventh, Eighth and Ninth Circuits,
and the U.S. District Courts for the Northern and Central Districts of Illinois, the Northern District of
Indiana, the Eastern District of Wisconsin, and the Western District of Michigan. He received his A.B.
cum laude in speech and political science from Ripon College in 1970 and his J.D. in 1973 from the
University of Chicago Law School.

Hon. Michael E. Romero is Chief Judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court in the District of Colorado
in Denver, initially appointed in 2003 and appointed Chief Judge in July 2014. He has also served
on the Tenth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel since 2010. Previously, he was with the firm of
Pendleton, Friedberg, Wilson & Hennessey, P.C., where he practiced as a trial attorney specializing
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in bankruptcy-related matters. He has served on numerous committees and advisory groups for the
Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts, is the past chair of the Bankruptcy Judges Advisory Group,
and just concluded his term as the sole bankruptcy court representative to the Judicial Conference of
the U.S., the governing arm of the federal judiciary. Judge Romero recently served on the Board of
Governors of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and is currently its president-elect. He
also serves on the Executive Board of Our Courts, a joint activity between the Colorado Judicial Insti-
tute and the Colorado Bar Association that provides programs to further public understanding of the
federal and state court systems. He is a member of the Colorado Bar Association, ABI, the Historical
Society of the Tenth Circuit and the Colorado Hispanic Bar Association. Judge Romero received his
undergraduate degree in economics and political science from Denver University in 1977 and his J.D.
from the University of Michigan in 1980.

Hon. Joseph G. Rosania is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Colorado in Denver. Previ-
ously, he was a shareholder of Connolly, Rosania & Lofstedt, P.C. (CR&L), where he focused onn
bankruptcy-related litigation, and clerked for Hon. Jay L. Gueck, former U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for
the District of Colorado. He also ran a successful solo law practice concentrating on bankruptcy and
related litigation. Judge Rosania was a member of the Panel of Private Trustees for the District of
Colorado from 1985-2015. He also served as a chapter 7 and 11 trustee, an examiner in three cases
including a securities fraud case, and as counsel to unsecured creditors’ committees in several cases,
and he represented represented chapter 11 debtors. A frequent speaker, Judge Rosania has taught busi-
ness law classes at the University of Colorado and Colorado State University. He received his J.D.
in from the University of Colorado School of Law, where he was in the top 20 percent of his class.

Jennifer M. Salisbury is a partner with the law firm of Markus Williams Young & Zimmermann,
LLC in Denver, where she concentrates her practice in commercial litigation and the enforcement
of creditors’ rights in bankruptcy and insolvency proceedings. She represents secured creditors, un-
secured creditors, official committees and trustees in all aspects of bankruptcy, and also litigates a
full spectrum of commercial and business disputes. Ms. Salisbury is licensed to practice in Colorado,
Wyoming and Texas. She received her undergraduate degree from Rice University and her J.D. in
1998 from Columbia University School of Law.

Brian L. Shaw is a member of Shaw Fishman Glantz & Towbin LLC in Chicago and has more than
20 years of experience representing debtors, secured and unsecured creditors, creditor and equity
committees, chapter 7 and 11 trustees, and plaintiffs and defendants in bankruptcy- and creditor
rights-related litigation. He is ABI’s Chairman and previously served as ABI’s Vice President-Mem-
bership, as co-chair of ABI’s Hon. Eugene R. Wedoft Seventh Circuit Consumer Bankruptcy Confer-
ence and inaugural Professional Development Program, and on the faculty of ABI’s Litigation Skills
Symposium. He is also a past chair of the Chicago Bar Association’s Bankruptcy and Reorganization
Committee and served a three-year term on the University of Illinois College of Law Recent Alumni
Advisory Board. Mr. Shaw has authored and co-authored numerous articles for the ABI Journal, Nor-
ton Bankruptcy Law Letter, The Bankruptcy Strategist, Business Credit and Credit Today, as well as
for the Illinois Institute of Continuing Legal Education. He is admitted to practice in Illinois, the U.S.
District Courts for the Northern and Central Districts of Illinois, the Eastern District of Wisconsin,
Western District of Michigan and Northern District of Indiana, the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the
Third, Seventh and Eighth Circuits, and the U.S. Supreme Court. He is also admitted to the Federal
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Trial Bar for the Northern District of Illinois. Mr. Shaw is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell, is listed
as an “Illinois Super Lawyer” in Law & Politics and has been selected as a “Leading Lawyer.” He
received his J.D. magna cum laude from the University of Illinois College of Law.

John C. Smiley is a partner in the Denver office of Lindquist & Vennum LLP, where he practices
in bankruptcy law and commercial litigation. He has assisted clients with all aspects of commercial
bankruptcy cases, and has represented debtors, creditors, trustees, committees and parties interested
in acquiring assets from bankruptcy estates. Mr. Smiley has been appointed by the U.S. Department
of Justice as a chapter 7 panel trustee for the 19th District of Colorado and also by bankruptcy judges
as a chapter 11 trustee and examiner, and has represented receivers in state court proceedings. In
addition, he has served as lead litigation counsel in bankruptcy court, federal district court and state
courts on a number of complex bankruptcy and related commercial litigation matters, including all
phases of bankruptcy litigation and related commercial litigation. A certified mediator, Mr. Smiley
is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy, has been listed in 7he Best Lawyers in America
from 2012-16 and was named a “Colorado Super Lawyer” by 5280 Magazine from 2006-15. Mr.
Smiley received his B.S. from Colorado State University in 1983 and his J.D. from the University of
Wyoming College of Law in 1986.

Hon. William T. Thurman is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Utah in Salt Lake City, and
a prior member and chief judge of the Tenth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel. He has served on
the U.S. Judicial Conference Committee on Financial Disclosure and is a current member of its Code
of Conduct Committee. Judge Thurman previously served as a board member for the National Con-
ference of Bankruptcy Judges and has been active in several of its committees, currently serving as
co-chair of its Legislative Committee. He has recently been named a Fellow of the American College
of Bankruptcy, and he is a member and frequent speaker with the American and Norton Bankruptcy
Institutes, as well as the Federal Bar Association. Judge Thurman is the recipient of the Distinguished
Service Award from the Utah Chapter of the Federal Bar Association for 2012. Previously, Judge
Thurman was in private practice in Salt Lake City and practiced with McKay, Burton & Thurman for
27 years, where he focused his practice on bankruptcy law and served as a panel chapter 7 bankruptcy
trustee. He received his B.A. and J.D. from the University of Utah.

Steven T. Waterman is a partner with the international law firm of Dorsey & Whitney LLP in Salt
Lake City. He focuses on assisting financial institutions with commercial loans and special assets, and
his work spans both real and personal property collateral. Mr. Waterman has foreclosed on planes,
trains and automobiles, as well as cattle, crematoriums, country clubs and turkeys. He regularly liti-
gates cases involving the Uniform Commercial Code and foreclosure. In addition, he helps protect the
interests of banks in chapter 11 bankruptcy reorganizations, as well as receivership and insolvency
proceedings. Mr. Waterman has litigated cases in federal, tribal and state trial and appellate courts
for financial institutions, trustees, receivers, franchisors and creditor committees. His experience in-
cludes out-of-court workouts in numerous industries and agriculture, including cooperatives, and he
is currently an adjunct professor teaching secured transactions at the J. Reuben Clark Law School at
Brigham Young University. Mr. Waterman chairs of the Admissions Committee of the Utah State Bar.
A frequent lecturer, he has been honored in The Best Lawyers in America in bankruptcy and creditor/
debtor rights law and is AV-Peer Review rated by Martindale Hubbell. Mr. Waterman is admitted to
the Utah and Wyoming Bars, and before the U.S. Supreme Court, the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the
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Eighth and Tenth Circuits, the Courts of the Shoshone and Arapahoe Tribes, and the U.S. District
Courts for the District of Utah, District of Colorado, District of Wyoming, Northern District of Il-
linois and District of Nebraska. He received his B.S. in business management-finance from Brigham
Young University and his J.D. from the University of Utah, where he was a William H. Leary scholar.

Hon. Eugene R. Wedoff served as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois in
Chicago) from 1987-2015 and as chief judge from 2002-07. He presided over the chapter 11 reorga-
nization of United Air Lines. Judge Wedoff was a member of the Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy
Rules from 2004-14 and served as its chair after 2010. He was the president of the National Confer-
ence of Bankruptcy Judges in 2013 and 2014 and also served as a member of the NCBJ’s Board of
Governors, as its secretary, and as chair of its education committee. Judge Wedoff is ABI’s President-
Elect and a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, as well as a member of the National Bank-
ruptcy Conference. He is the author of the chapter on professional employment in Queenan, Hendel
and Hillinger, Chapter 11 Theory and Practice (LRP Publications 1994), has been an associate editor
of the American Bankruptcy Law Journal and currently serves as a contributing editor of the Thom-
son Reuters Bankruptcy Law Letter. Judge Wedoff is a frequent lecturer and has served as a member
of the Federal Judicial Center’s Committee on Bankruptcy Judge Education. In 2009, he received the
Lawrence P. King Award from the Commercial Law League, and in 1995, he received the Excellence
in Education Award from the NCBJ. Judge Wedoff graduated from the college and law school of the
University of Chicago.

Deanna L. Westfall is a co-managing attorney for the Broomfield, Colo., office of Weinstein &
Riley, P.S., where she focuses her practice on creditors’ rights. She is a past chair of the Business
Law Section of the Colorado Bar Association (2010-15) and an adjunct professor at the University
of Colorado, where she teaches courses in business law and bankruptcy. Ms. Westfall is admitted to
practice in Colorado, Kansas, Minnesota, Oregon and Wyoming. She is a co-author of West’s Credi-
tors’ Remedies-Debtors’ Relief (2014), and four chapters of Krendl’s Colorado Methods of Practice.
Ms. Westfall has been awarded the Super Lawyers award in Colorado since 2009 and is AV+-rated by
Martindale Hubbell. She is a frequent speaker on bankruptcy and creditors’ rights for CLE Colorado,
for which she is former board member, and for other organizations. Ms. Westfall received her B.A.
in English and sociology from Washington University in 1990 and her J.D. from the University of
Colorado in 1993.

Robert G. Wing is Of Counsel with Ray Quinney & Nebeker, P.C. in Salt Lake City, where he pros-
ecutes and defends commercial litigation matters. He is experienced in disputes involving contracts,
intellectual property and claims under ERISA. Mr. Wing has represented plaintift classes in several
class action matters. His principal focus is serving as receiver or counsel to receivers, and he has
been appointed as receiver in SEC v. Capital Acquisitions, LLC, SEC v. 4NExchange, FTC v. Infusion
Media, SEC v. Smart Assets and SEC v. VesCor Capital. He has also served as counsel to the receiver
in SEC v. Merrill Scott and SEC v. Impact Cash. Mr. Wing received his B.A. cum laude in 1981 from
Pomona College and his J.D. in 1984 from the University of California - Berkeley Boalt Hall School
of Law.

Risa Lynn Wolf-Smith is a partner with Holland & Hart LLP in Denver and chairs its Bankruptcy
and Creditors’ Rights Practice Group. Over the last more than 25 years, she has focused on bank-
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ruptcy, business reorganization, business workouts, receiverships and creditors’ rights. Ms. Wolf-
Smith has represented secured lenders, creditors’ committees, unsecured creditors, asset-purchasers,
landlords, franchisors, licensors and receivers, and she has extensive experience in bankruptcy pro-
ceedings of all sizes and in many jurisdictions. She has in-depth expertise in executory contracts and
technology-related matters, and has litigated complex intellectual property and franchise agreement
disputes. She has also frequently defended lender-liability actions brought against secured lenders.
Ms. Wolf-Smith has served as co-chair of ABI’s Rocky Mountain Bankruptcy Conference and as
director for Colorado’s Turnaround Management Association chapter. She is a frequent lecturer and
author, having been published in numerous trade and business publications. In addition, Ms. Wolf-
Smith has been selected for inclusion in The Best Lawyers in America for 2011-17 in Bankruptcy and
Creditor-Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law, and she was named as one of the top
lawyers in The Legal 500 from 2009-2014 and as a Colorado Super Lawyer from 2005-16. A member
of the Colorado and California Bar Associations, she received her B.A. summa cum laude in 1982
from Colorado College, where she was a Boettcher Scholar and was elected to Phi Beta Kappa, and
her J.D. in 1985 from Stanford Law School.



