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Hon. Kevin R. Anderson is a U.S Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Utah in Salt Lake City, ap-
pointed on Sept. 4, 2015. Previously, he was the standing chapter 13 trustee for the District of Utah 
for 17 years. Judge Anderson started his career as a law clerk for Bankruptcy Judge David Naugle 
of the Central District of California. He received his J.D. cum laude from the J. Ruben Clark Law 
School at Brigham Young University.

Britney Beall-Eder is an attorney with Frascona, Joiner, Goodman and Greenstein, P.C. in Boulder, 
Colo., where she represents clients in real estate litigation and bankruptcy matters. She is licensed 
to practice in the state and federal courts in Colorado and Kansas and the state court in Wyoming. 
Ms. Beall-Eder is a member of the Colorado, Kansas, Wyoming and Denver Bar Associations. She 
is a past co-chair of the Bankruptcy subsection of the Business Law Section of the Colorado Bar 
Association and is a current member of the Standing Local Bankruptcy Rules Revision Committee 
for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Colorado. Ms. Beall-Eder is a frequent speaker 
on bankruptcy and creditors’ rights for CLE Colorado and other organizations. In addition, she is a 
current co-author of West’s Colorado Practice series volumes 9 and 10 and of Colorado Creditors’ 
Remedies-Debtors’ Relief, and she is a current editor of Colorado Methods of Practice chapters on 
attachment, garnishment, replevin and bankruptcy (2012-15). Ms. Beall-Eder received her B.A. in 
psychology from the University of Colorado and her J.D. from the University of Denver Sturm Col-
lege of Law, where she was a senior staff editor on the Denver University Law Review.

William (Bill) A. Brandt, Jr. is president and CEO of Development Specialists, Inc. in New York 
and has been involved in thousands of insolvency and restructuring cases for nearly 40 years. He 
has advised Congress on matters of insolvency and bankruptcy policy, and in that capacity was the 
principal author of the amendment to the Bankruptcy Code permitting the election of trustees in 
chapter 11 cases. He was involved in drafting several amendments to the Bankruptcy Code revi-
sions enacted into law in April 2005 as part of the Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer 
Protection Act, and served on ABI’s Committee to Study the Reform of Chapter 11. Mr. Brandt 
was a member of the President’s National Finance Board during the Clinton administration, and 
was elected a Florida delegate to the 1996 Democratic National Convention. He also worked with 
various public policy, law and banking leaders in China on approaches to the reorganization and 
restructuring of some of that nation’s state-owned industries. Mr. Brandt has been involved with 
some of the more celebrated financial restructuring cases in the nation’s history, including Mer-
cury Finance Co., Southeast Banking Corp., Malden Mills, the Keck, Mahin & Cate law firm, the 
Coudert Brothers law firm, the Ohio “Coin Fund” scandal and the Bernie Ebbers Settlement Trust. 
He is a member of the Board of Trustees of Loyola University Chicago, a member of the National 
Advisory Board for the Institute of Governmental Studies at the University of California, Berkeley, 
and is currently serving as chair of the Illinois Finance Authority by appointment of the governor 
and unanimous confirmation by the Illinois State Senate. Mr. Brandt served several terms on ABI’s 
Board of Directors and sat on the advisory board of the ABI Law Review. A frequent author and 
speaker, he regularly appears on CNN, CNBC, CNNfn, Bloomberg, Canada’s BNN and the Arise 
America news network, as well as the CBS Radio and National Public Radio networks. He has also 
been listed in Who’s Who in America, Who’s Who in Finance and Industry and Who’s Who in Ameri-
can Law. Mr. Brandt received his B.A. from St. Louis University and his M.A. from the University 
of Chicago, where he also completed further post-graduate work toward a doctoral degree.
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David T. Brennan is a shareholder in the Denver law firm of Otten, Johnson, Robinson, Neff + 
Ragonetti, P.C., where he practices in the areas of bankruptcy, creditors’ rights, lending, real estate 
finance and commercial litigation. Within his bankruptcy practice, He most often represents secured 
creditors, but he has also represented creditors’ committees, chapter 11 debtors and trustees. Mr. 
Brennan has represented lenders and borrowers in hundreds of commercial mortgage lending trans-
actions involving a variety of property types, including office buildings, retail centers, multifamily 
projects and industrial properties. He also has extensive experience in loan modifications, workouts 
and litigation arising from loan defaults. As a trial and appellate lawyer, Mr. Brennan has handled 
bench and jury trials and appeals in commercial cases before state and federal district courts, bank-
ruptcy courts and state and federal appellate courts. His trials have involved disputes relating to 
lending, real estate, construction, mechanics’ liens, design professional malpractice, business torts 
and copyright ownership. Previously, Mr. Brennan worked as a financial and operational auditor 
for a bank holding company in Denver from 1982-83. He received his B.S. in business from the 
University of Colorado at Boulder in 1981 with an emphasis in accounting and finance and his J.D. 
from the University of Colorado School of Law in 1986, where he served as editor-in-chief of the 
University of Colorado Law Review.

Jeffrey S. Brinen is a shareholder at Kutner Brinen Garber P.C. in Denver and has been actively in-
volved in the practice of bankruptcy law since 1987, including debtor/creditor relationships, work-
outs, bankruptcy litigation and other insolvency issues. He represents corporations, limited liability 
companies, partnerships and individuals with respect to chapter 11 reorganizations, out-of-court 
workouts, and chapter 11 and 7 liquidations. Mr. Brinen represents both debtors and creditors and 
has testified as an expert witness on bankruptcy issues, as well as served as co-chair of the Bank-
ruptcy Subsection of the Colorado Bar Association. He has frequently lectured on bankruptcy is-
sues to attorneys and non-legal professionals. Mr. Brinen is a member of the Colorado, Florida and 
Denver Bar Associations. He received his bachelor’s degree from the University of Florida in 1980 
Phi Beta Kappa, and his J.D. from George Washington University in 1984.

Hon. Elizabeth E. Brown was named a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge in 2001 for the District of Colo-
rado in Denver and reappointed in 2015. She also served on the Tenth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate 
Panel from 2003-13. Following law school, Judge Brown was in private practice from 1986 through 
2001, primarily in the area of corporate insolvency and restructuring. Immediately prior to joining 
the bench, she was a partner and chair of the bankruptcy department at Holme, Roberts & Owen 
in Denver. Judge Brown is an adjunct professor at both the University of Colorado Law School 
and the University of Denver Sturm College of Law, and frequently speaks on bankruptcy. She is 
a member of numerous organizations, including the National Association of Women Judges, the 
National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges (for which she has served on various committees and is 
is an editor of the American Bankruptcy Law Journal), the Bankruptcy Subsection of the Colorado 
Bar Association (past chair) and ABI, for which she has served as the judicial chair of its Rocky 
Mountain Bankruptcy Conference since 2001. Judge Brown graduated from Colorado College with 
honors and received her J.D. from the University of Colorado Law School with honors, where she 
served as the managing editor of the University of Colorado Law Review.

Scott M. Browning, CPA is a partner with Lewis Roca Rothgerber Christie LLP in Denver and 
has represented a broad array of well-known business and nonprofit entities, including ESPN, Hon-
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eywell, Johns Manville, Heitman Capital Management, and the Archdioceses of Denver, Los An-
geles, Philadelphia, St. Louis and a number of other dioceses and religious organizations around 
the country. He serves as outside general counsel to a number of secular private schools, including 
Vail Mountain School and Fountain Valley School. For more than a decade, Mr. Browning has 
represented the Educational Credit Management Corporation (ECMC) and has tried many federal 
court cases on its behalf and established important precedent through a number of Tenth Circuit 
opinions. He is a member of the Denver, Colorado and American Bar Associations, Doyle’s Inn of 
Court, Faculty of Federal Advocates, Order of the Coif Legal Honor Society, ABI, U.S. Supreme 
Court Historical Society and the First Judicial Nominating Commission (for which he has served 
as commissioner since 2008). He has also authored articles in several publications and law reviews. 
Mr. Browning is admitted to the Colorado Supreme Court, Colorado State Judicial District Courts, 
Colorado Court of Appeals, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit, U.S. District Court in 
Colorado and the U.S. Supreme Court. He has been AV-rated by Martindale Hubble since 1998 and 
is listed in the 2009-15 editions of Colorado Super Lawyers. In 2007, he was selected as one of 
Denver’s “Forty Under 40.” Mr. Browning received his J.D. in 1991 from the College of William 
& Mary.

Nancy L. Buchanan is senior counsel at Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. in Denver, where she handles 
real estate and commercial loan and workout matters. She received her B.A. from the University of 
Alabama and her J.D. from Samford University Cumberland School of Law.

Andrew W. Caine is a partner in the Los Angeles office of Pachulski, Stang, Ziehl & Jones LLP, 
and has had lead responsibility in litigation concerning a variety of business, bankruptcy and com-
mercial law issues, as well as the representation of debtors, trustees, creditors and committees in 
chapter 11 reorganization cases. He handles matters in federal courts throughout the nation, with an 
emphasis on disputes tried in bankruptcy court, including avoidance actions and contested reorga-
nization matters. Mr. Caine leads PSZJ’s Post-Confirmation practice group. He has written numer-
ous articles and often lectures nationally on bankruptcy and litigation. He is also a former member 
of the Los Angeles Superior Court panel of business law arbitrators and member of the Delaware 
Bankruptcy Court Mediation Panel. Mr. Caine served as ABI Chairman from 2004-05, ABI Presi-
dent from 2002-03, and ABI Vice-President-Education 1999-2001. He is rated AV-Preeminent by 
Martindale-Hubbell, and has been named a “Super Lawyer” in the field of Bankruptcy & Creditor/
Debtor Rights every year since 2007 in a peer survey conducted by Law & Politics and the publish-
ers of Los Angeles magazine, an honor bestowed on only 5 percent of Southern California attorneys. 
Mr. Caine earned his B.A. at Northwestern University and his J.D. at the University of California at 
Los Angeles, where he was elected Phi Beta Kappa and was a member of the Mortar Board.

Hon. A. Bruce Campbell is a retired U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Colorado in Denver. 
Prior to his appointment, he entered private practice with the law firm of Davis, Graham & Stubbs 
in Denver, where he worked from 1971-85. In 1985, he moved to the Denver law firm of Otten, 
Johnson, Robinson, Neff & Ragonetti, where he practiced until his appointment to the bankruptcy 
bench in 2001. Judge Campbell received his B.A. in sociology from the University of Colorado in 
1967 and his J.D. from Cornell University in 1970.
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Kenneth L. Cannon, II is a shareholder in the law firm of Durham Jones & Pinegar in Salt Lake 
City, where he specializes in commercial bankruptcy law. He has represented debtors, secured and 
unsecured creditors, purchasers, DIP lenders, creditors’ committees, shareholders, trustees, receiv-
ers, and examiners in chapter 11 reorganization cases, workouts, receiverships and chapter 7 cases. 
Besides acting as a mediator in the resolution of substantial disputes, he has advised clients with 
respect to bankruptcy issues in a variety of commercial transactions, including securitization of 
assets and structured financings, and has issued critical opinions related to those transactions. Mr. 
Cannon is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, a member of the Advisory Board of 
the Rocky Mountain Bankruptcy Conference, and was named The Best Lawyers in America’s 2010 
“Salt Lake City Lawyer of the Year” in Bankruptcy and Creditor-Debtor Law. He sometimes teach-
es commercial law at the S.J. Quinney College of Law at the University of Utah and formerly taught 
debtor-creditor and chapter 11 reorganization courses at BYU’s J. Reuben Clark Law School. Mr. 
Cannon serves on the Utah Bankruptcy Court’s Local Bankruptcy Rules Committee and on the 
Utah District Court’s Attorney Discipline Committee. He has published articles and is a frequent 
lecturer at seminars on a variety of bankruptcy topics. Mr. Cannon is admitted to practice in Utah 
and New York. He received his B.A. summa cum laude, his M.A. in American history and his J.D. 
cum laude from Brigham Young University, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif. In 
1985, he served as a senior Fulbright Scholar at the University of Helsinki, where he conducted 
research on Scandinavian insolvency law.

John Collen heads the restructuring and insolvency practice at SmithAmundsen, LLP in Chicago. 
He also serves as an adjunct professor of law in the St. John’s Law School LL.M. in Bankruptcy 
Program in New York. Mr. Collen is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and has prac-
ticed nationally in the insolvency field, with an emphasis on complex chapter 11 matters, for over 
30 years, representing all types of parties in interest. In the Baker Botts L.L.P. v. ASARCO, LLC, 
576 U.S. ___ (No. 14-103; slip op. June 15, 2015), he was Of Counsel on an amicus curiae brief in 
support of the respondent, who prevailed in the case. Mr. Collen received his B.A. from Dartmouth 
College in 1977 and his J.D. from Georgetown University Law Center in 1980.

Tom H. Connolly is a principal of Connolly, Rosania & Lofstedt, P.C. in Louisville, Colo. Previ-
ously, he was Of Counsel at Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher and a partner with Jones, Day, Reavis & 
Pogue. In 1993, he formed the firm the present day firm. Mr. Connolly has extensive business ex-
perience, having served as chairman, president and CEO of several operating businesses and as a 
director of Colorado National Bank in Glenwood Springs, Colo. His chapter 11 activities include 
representing creditors, serving as debtor’s counsel, creditors’ committee counsel and as chapter 11 
trustee. His national cases include Resorts International and Drexel Burnham Lambert. Mr. Connol-
ly has also served as plan agent or liquidating trustee under confirmed chapter 11 plans for Amdura 
Corp., Rexon Tecmar Corp., Vail Plaza Hotel & Club, the Mercury Cos. and others. As the chapter 
7 trustee for Miniscribe Corp. he recovered for and distributed to general unsecured creditors over 
$100 million. Mr. Connolly founded the Bankruptcy Liaison Committee of the local Faculty of Fed-
eral Advocates, and has been an occasional speaker at bankruptcy seminars and events sponsored 
by the Colorado Bar Association, ABI and the Office of the U.S. Trustee for Region 9. He received 
his undergraduate degree from Ohio State University, taught science for two years, then received 
his J.D. summa cum laude from Ohio State University School of Law. While in law school, he 
served as the law school dean’s research aide, was a member of the Ohio State Law Journal edito-
rial board and was awarded the Order of the Coif and best senior article writer’s award.
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John H. Curtis, CPA, CIRA, CFA, ABV, CDBV is a managing member with Rocky Mountain 
Advisory, LLC in Salt Lake City, where he is primarily involved with forensic accounting work, 
including fraud examinations, corporate bankruptcy case work, business valuations, troubled com-
pany workouts, lost profits analysis and contract claims analysis. He has provided expert witness 
testimony in state and federal courts on various accounting, financial and valuation issues, and has 
served as an accountant to trustees and receivers. Prior to joining RMA, Mr. Curtis was a manager 
in the Advisory Services group in the Salt Lake City office of PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP from 
1998 to 2010. He is a member of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, the Utah 
Association of Certified Public Accountants, the Association of Certified Fraud Examiners and the 
Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors. Mr. Curtis received both his bachelor’s de-
gree in accounting and his M.B.A. from the University of Utah.

Matthew T. Faga clerks for Hon. Chief Judge Michael E. Romero of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court 
for the District of Colorado in Denver. Previously, he was an associate at the law firm of Sender 
& Wasserman, P.C., where he represented consumer and business clients in a wide array of bank-
ruptcy, real estate and commercial law matters, focusing on the representation of trustees, creditors 
and debtors in complex chapter 7 and 11 bankruptcy cases and adversary proceedings. Mr. Faga 
is an experienced speaker and presenter on many bankruptcy issues, and currently serves as an ex 
officio judicial member of the local bankruptcy rules committee. He has remained actively engaged 
in the bankruptcy community for well over a decade in various roles, and most recently accepted 
a position as co-chair of the CBA Bankruptcy Subsection. Mr. Faga received his J.D. in 2009 from 
the University of Denver College of Law.

Daniel Fisher is general counsel and corporate secretary of the Educational Credit Management 
Corporation (ECMC) in Saint Paul, Minn., and the primary legal advisor to the corporation and 
affiliates, including its executive management team and board of directors. He also provides execu-
tive oversight to the legal department, compliance department and several shared services depart-
ments. In addition to ensuring the compliance with all laws and regulations, Mr. Fisher has been 
critical in forming ECMC’s national bankruptcy litigation strategy. He has argued appeals involv-
ing student loan dischargeability standards, due process matters and collection cost issues. Prior 
to joining ECMC in 2000, Mr. Fisher served on active duty in the U.S. Army as a Judge Advocate 
for six years in Georgia and the Washington, D.C., area, where his primary focus was court-martial 
litigation. He is admitted to practice in most federal appellate courts and the U.S. Supreme Court. 
Mr. Fisher received his J.D. in 1994 from the University of Minnesota Law School.

Peter M. Friedman is a partner with O’Melveny & Myers LLP in Washington, D.C., and a member 
of the firm’s Restructuring and Distressed Company Litigation Practices. He specializes in con-
tested, complicated high-stakes restructuring matters. Mr. Friedman was recently named a Fellow 
of the American College of Bankruptcy. Previously, Mr. Friedman represented the U.S. Treasury 
and the Presidential Task Force on the Automobile Industry as lender and acquirer in the Chrysler 
and General Motors bankruptcies. He also advised LyondellBasell Industries as a debtor in every 
aspect of its bankruptcy restructuring of more than US$25 billion in debt, and recently represented 
US Bank, NA as indenture trustee for leveraged lease bonds in the Dynegy Holdings bankruptcy. 
Before joining O’Melveny, Mr. Friedman was a partner at a major New York law firm and clerked 
for Hon. Joel M. Flaum of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit. He is an adjunct pro-
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fessor of bankruptcy law at Georgetown University Law Center. Mr. Friedman was named one of 
five “Rising Stars” under 40 by Bankruptcy Law360, recognized as one of 12 “Outstanding Young 
Restructuring Lawyers” by Turnarounds & Workouts magazine;, named a leading bankruptcy law-
yer by Chambers USA from 2010-15, noted as one of the Best Lawyers in Washington, D.C., by 
Washingtonian Magazine and SuperLawyers, and has been named in The Best Lawyers in America 
for litigation and bankruptcy from 2014-16. He received his B.A. from Trinity College in 1994 and 
his J.D. from Northwestern University School of Law in 1998.

Jenny M.F. Fujii is an associate with Kutner Brinen Garber P.C. in Denver. Her experience has 
included bankruptcy, commercial litigation and homeowner association law. Ms. Fujii has been 
responsible for numerous chapter 7, 11 and 13 bankruptcy cases, debtor and creditor negotiations, 
mechanic’s lien litigation and creditor representation. She has also analyzed and presented materi-
als for the Colorado Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Subsection Annual Case Law Update. Ms. Fujii 
is a member of the American, Colorado and Denver Bar Associations, as well as ABI. She received 
her B.B.A. with distinction from the University of Hawaii in 1992 and her J.D. from Boston Uni-
versity School of Law in 1998.

Caroline Case Fuller is a managing director with Fairfield and Woods P.C. in Denver and practices 
in all aspects of commercial bankruptcy and out-of-court debt restructuring. She regularly repre-
sents secured creditors, landlords, business debtors, creditors’ committees, trustees and indenture 
trustees in business reorganization and liquidation proceedings in bankruptcy court throughout the 
country. She also represents receivers in state and federal court receivership proceedings. Ms. Full-
er routinely advises clients in anticipation of bankruptcy, including clients who are attempting to 
resolve their own financial difficulties without the need for a bankruptcy filing and clients who are 
creditors of companies that may be insolvent. She also has significant appellate experience, having 
represented clients in numerous bankruptcy appeals before federal district and appellate courts. In 
addition, she represents lenders and borrowers in real estate and asset-based lending transactions 
and workouts, as well as landlords and tenants in the negotiation of commercial leases. Ms. Fuller 
is a trained mediator and has been named to a panel of mediators selected by the Faculty of Fed-
eral Advocates to provide mediation services in disputes arising in bankruptcy proceedings. Prior 
to joining Fairfield and Woods in 1986, she clerked for Chief Judge John F. McGrath of the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court for the District of Colorado. Ms. Fuller received her J.D. from the University of 
Texas in 1980.

Tami Gadd-Willardson is the senior staff attorney with the chapter 13 trustee for the District of 
Utah in Salt Lake City and has been involved in bankruptcy since 1996. She received her bachelor’s 
degree in sociology from the University of Utah and her J.D. magna cum laude from the University 
of Nevada, Las Vegas William S. Boyd School of Law, after which she clerked for Chief Judge Wil-
liam T. Thurman of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Utah.

Gregory M. Garvin joined the U.S. Trustee Program in March 2008 as the Assistant U.S. Trustee 
for Colorado in Denver and is responsible for its administrative and legal management, including 
the supervision of personnel assigned to the office, the implementation of USTP policies and priori-
ties and enforcement strategies to combat fraud and abuse in the bankruptcy system, and the admin-
istration of cases filed under chapters 7, 11,12 and 13. He represents the U.S. Trustee in bankruptcy 
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court, maintains and supervises a panel of private trustees, and ensures that violations of law are 
referred to the U.S. Attorney and federal law enforcement officials. Prior to joining the U.S. Trustee 
Program, Mr. Garvin was an attorney in private practice in Kansas City, Mo., for 20 years, focusing 
on commercial litigation and bankruptcy matters, including representing debtors in chapter 7 and 
13 as well as individuals, small businesses and creditors in chapter 11. He received his B.S.B.A. and 
J.D. from the University of Kansas in 1985 and 1988, respectively.

Karim Guirguis, PMP, CAE, is chief information officer of the American Bankruptcy Institute 
in Alexandria, Va., the nation’s largest association of bankruptcy professionals, comprised of over 
12,000 members in multidisciplinary roles, including attorneys, bankers, judges, lenders, profes-
sors, turnaround specialists, accountants, auctioneers and others. He oversees ABI’s Interactive 
Media and Technology Department, which is responsible for ABI’s website, videos, podcasts, dis-
tance-learning programs and multimedia production. Mr. Guirguis provides vision and leadership 
in transforming and conducting the company’s internal and external IT plans. He joined the ABI 
staff in 2002 after several positions in website architecture and computer animation, most recently 
with Disney MGM Studios in Florida. Mr. Guirguis’s work has earned several awards from his 
peers, including the prestigious Horizon Award for ABI’s video honoring its founders, as well as 
the Webby Award for his work with Tiffany Inc. and Polo.com. He is a regular presenter on cutting-
edge technology issues for professional educators such as the American Society of Association 
Executives, for which he serves on its technology board. Mr. Guirguis received his B.S. in electrical 
engineering from Cambridge University in England and his Master’s in multimedia and animation 
from George Mason University, and he is working toward completing an executive M.B.A. pro-
gram at the Harvard Business School.

Joshua M. Hantman is a shareholder with Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP in Denver and a 
member of its Bankruptcy and Restructuring Group, where his practice focuses on a broad range of 
business reorganization, restructuring and distressed acquisition matters, both in and out of court. 
He represents debtors, creditors, committees, trustees, lenders and purchasers of distressed assets 
in both litigation and transactional situations. In litigation, Mr. Hantman prosecutes and defends 
claims for fraudulent transfers and preferences. On the transactional side, he represents clients 
in purchasing distressed assets in 363 sales and provides structural advice regarding mergers and 
acquisitions. Mr. Hantman’s recent experience includes representing Mercury Cos. Inc., a holding 
company for title companies in numerous states, in its chapter 11 bankruptcy case; representing Big 
Sandy Holding Co. in the sale of its subsidiary bank, Mile High Banks, through its chapter 11 bank-
ruptcy case; successfully litigating appointment of a chapter 11 trustee and confirming a creditor 
plan of reorganization in an oil and gas bankruptcy case, both over objections; and representing an 
investment fund in acquiring a $50 million multi-family development in San Francisco. He has also 
advised the International Finance Corp. on a debt restructuring of the largest airport in Costa Rica, 
and advised a global financial institution on legal issues related to derivative exposure, financial 
products and participation in U.S. government banking programs. Previously, Mr. Hartman was an 
associate in the Financial Restructuring & Insolvency Group of White & Case in its Washington, 
D.C., office. He is admitted to the District of Columbia, Virginia and Colorado Bars, and is a mem-
ber of ABI and the American Bar Association. Mr. Hantman received the 40 Under 40 Emerging 
Leaders Award from The M&A Advisor in 2015, has been listed in Colorado Super Lawyers as a 
“Rising Star” from 2014-15, received the Transaction of the Year Award from the Turnaround Man-
agement Association (TMA) in 2013 and was listed among the Corporate America Legal Elite of 
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2015. He received his B.A. in 2000 from Empry University and his J.D. in 2005 from the University 
of Virginia School of Law.

Theodore J. Hartl is a partner with Lindquist & Vennum LLP in Denver, where he represents 
bankruptcy trustees, debtors and creditors in bankruptcy litigation, asset liquidation and insolvency 
matters. He also represents secured lenders and interested parties in prosecuting and defending their 
interests under the Bankruptcy Code, as well as receivers, financial institutions, corporate and indi-
vidual clients in nonbankruptcy workouts, administrative enforcement actions, and in commercial 
disputes in state and federal courts. Previously, Mr. Hartl served as a law clerk to Hon. Donald E. 
Cordova, Chief Judge of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Colorado, and as a law clerk 
to Hon. Joette Katz, Associate Justice of the Connecticut Supreme Court. He was listed as a Colo-
rado Super Lawyers “Rising Star” for 2010 and 2012. Mr. Hartl received his B.S. and B.A. in 1994 
from Washington University and his J.D. magna cum laude from Vermont Law School in 2000.

Dr. Mark E. Henze has more than 30 years of experience in the field of consumer bankruptcy law and 
has practiced since 1981. He was previously a shareholder in his own firm and with Henze & Rosen, 
P.C. Dr. Henze spent about eight years in the early 2000’s as a college professor in Southern California 
at Biola University (along with several other universities as an adjunct professor). During this time, he 
participated in numerous forums, conferences and grant programs, and provided opinions and com-
ments to the U.S. Congress regarding the 2005 changes to the Bankruptcy Code. Dr. Henze holds a 
J.D. and Ph.D.s in educational studies, and has a Master’s in philosophy and ethics.

James B. Holden is a senior assistant attorney general for the State of Colorado in Denver. He 
began practicing law in Denver in 1978, initially representing consumer debtors and later repre-
senting debtors in possession, secured creditors and trustees in a variety of small firm, big firm 
and bankruptcy boutique settings. He joined the Colorado Attorney General’s Office in 2008 and 
represents state agencies in bankruptcy matters, including tax claims, consumer protection claims 
and environmental claims. He also attends to bankruptcy compliance and minimizing the intrusion 
of bankruptcy on state regulatory interests. Mr. Holden is on the board of trustees of the State As-
sociation of Bankruptcy Attorneys.

Peggy Hunt is a partner at Dorsey & Whitney LLP in Salt Lake City and has had extensive judi-
cial clerkships. She has been working in the area of bankruptcy and receivership law for over 25 
years and is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy. Ms. Hunt serves as a chapter 7 panel 
trustee for the District of Utah, and has represented distressed companies, creditors, equity-holders 
and chapter 11 and 7 trustees in all aspects of the workout, restructuring and liquidating process, 
including in related litigation. She serves as lead counsel to trustees and equity receivers appointed 
in some of the largest Ponzi and securities fraud cases in Utah, including Castle Arch Real Estate 
Investment Company, LLC, National Note of Utah, LC and Waterford Funding, LLC. Ms. Hunt 
regularly speaks on topics involving bankruptcy and receivership law. She is a member of the Bank-
ruptcy Court Local Rules Committee and she is a contributing author for the Collier Bankruptcy 
Practice Guide. Ms. Hunt serves as president of the Utah Chapter of the Federal Bar Association 
and as chair of the And Justice For All Leadership Committee, and she actively serves on numerous 
other professional and civic boards. She is also a former president of Women Lawyers of Utah. Ms. 
Hunt is admitted to the Bars of Massachusetts and Utah, and in the Third, Fifth, Ninth and Tenth 
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Circuits. She received her B.A. in economics and political science from Washington and Jefferson 
College and her J.D. from the University of Pittsburgh School of Law, where she was also head 
notes and comments editor of its law review.

Andrew D. Johnson is a member of Onsager | Guyerson | Fletcher | Johnson in Denver, where his 
practice focuses on representing businesses, business owners and trustees in out-of-court restruc-
turings, chapter 11 and chapter 7 bankruptcies, and related litigation. He has represented clients in 
the oil and gas, high-tech, construction, automotive, real estate and broadcasting industries, among 
others, in bankruptcy cases and litigation nationally. Mr. Johnson has litigated numerous § 547 
preference cases, and §§ 544 and 548 fraudulent transfer cases on behalf of debtors, trustees and 
defendants. He has represented clients in appeals to the Federal Circuit, Tenth Circuit, the Bank-
ruptcy Appellate Panel for the Tenth Circuit, the U.S. District Court for Colorado and the Colorado 
Court of Appeals. Previously, Mr. Johnson was in-house counsel for a real estate development com-
pany, where he advised the company, did transactional work related to real estate development and 
managed outside counsel on various litigation matters, and was with Jessop & Co., a bankruptcy 
boutique in Denver. He served as co-chair of the Colorado Bar Association’s Bankruptcy subsection 
for the 2013-15 term. Mr. Johnson received his B.A. from the University of Colorado in 1999 and 
his J.D. from the University of Colorado School of Law in 2005.

Hon. Janice M. Karlin was appointed as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Kansas in 
Topeka in 2002 and is in her second five-year term on the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel for the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit. She became Chief Judge of the Tenth Circuit BAP on Sept. 
4, 2015. Before taking the bench, Judge Karlin served as an assistant U.S. attorney for 22 years, 
concentrating on civil litigation in the federal courts. She also served as an adjunct professor of trial 
practice at the University of Kansas. Judge Karlin chairs the Bankruptcy Judges Advisory Group 
to the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts, is the court’s liaison to the Bankruptcy Bench Bar 
Committee, and serves on the board of editors of the Journal of the Kansas Bar Association. She is 
also a member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, ABI, the American and Kansas 
Bar Associations, and the Women Attorney Association of Topeka. Judge Karlin received her un-
dergraduate and law degrees from the University of Kansas and served as note and comment editor 
for the Kansas University Law Review.

Benjamin J. Kotter is a shareholder with Cohne Kinghorne PC in Salt Lake City, where he focuses 
his practice on creditors’ rights, foreclosure, bankruptcy, workouts and restructuring, judgment en-
forcement, Uniform Commercial Code enforcement and litigation, as well as other general com-
mercial litigation. He also has significant experience in commercial landlord/tenant disputes and 
unlawful detainer actions. Mr. Kotter is experienced in federal and state court receivership proceed-
ings, as well as other insolvency proceedings. He also practices in the area of commercial financing 
and representing clients in loan workouts and restructuring transactions. Mr. Kotter is admitted to 
practice in Utah, the U.S. District Court for the District of Utah and the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Tenth Circuit. He has been consistently honored as one of “Utah’s Legal Elite” by Utah Busi-
ness Magazine, and is a member of the Utah Bankruptcy Lawyers Forum, ABI, TMA and the Utah 
State Bar Character & Fitness Committee. Mr. Kotter received his B.A. in political science from 
the University of Utah in and his J.D. in 2002 from the University of Utah S.J. Quinney College of 
Law, where he was a William H. Leary Scholar.
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Dale A. Lash, CFA, CDBV is a partner with RubinBrown LLP’s Valuation Services Group in Den-
ver. He has more than 30 years of experience as a valuation expert in connection with bankruptcy, 
as well as business and intangible asset valuations for other purposes including commercial and 
marital litigation, public company financial reporting, federal tax compliance and transactions. Mr. 
Lash’s experience covers a wide range of industries, including construction, manufacturing, energy, 
retail, entertainment, financial services, health care and chemicals. He received his B.S.B.A. cum 
laude from California State University in 1984 and his M.B.A. from Indiana University in 1986.

Peter J. Lucas is a shareholder in the law firm of Appel & Lucas, P.C. in Denver, where he fo-
cuses his practice on commercial bankruptcy (including commercial reorganizations, bankruptcy 
litigation and bankruptcy acquisitions) and complex commercial litigation. His experience includes 
significant roles in two major electric utility reorganizations, and his federal court trials include 
fraud and breach-of-contract claims in the Southern District of New York, trademark litigation in 
the Southern District of New York, breach-of-contract claims in the Western District of Louisiana 
and fraud claims in the Northern District of Florida and Western District of Texas. Mr. Lucas has 
been an active participant in the Faculty of Federal Advocates Bankruptcy Pro Bono Program and 
has handled more than a dozen matters through the program with particular emphasis with mentally 
impaired clients. He is a member of both the Bankruptcy and Public Utility Sections of the Ameri-
can and Colorado Bar Associations. Mr. Lucas was admitted to practice in Colorado in 1983 and 
previously was a law clerk to Hon. Jay Gueck, U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Colorado. 
He received his J.D. in 1983 from the University of Colorado School of Law.

Hon. Joel T. Marker is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Utah in Salt Lake City, sworn 
in on July 1, 2010. Previously, he was a shareholder in the Salt Lake City law firm of McKay, Bur-
ton & Thurman, where his practice focused on bankruptcy law. Judge Marker also served on the 
panel of chapter 7 trustees in the District of Utah (1997-2010), representing individuals and busi-
nesses in a variety of proceedings before the state and federal courts. He has served as chair of the 
Bankruptcy Section of the Utah State Bar and as president of the Utah Bankruptcy Lawyers Forum, 
and he is an ABI member. Judge Marker earned his undergraduate degree from the University of 
Wisconsin and his J.D. from the University of Utah.

James T. Markus is a co-founder and member of Markus Williams Young & Zimmermann, LLC 
in Denver, where he specializes in the representation of debtors, secured creditors, lessors, asset-
purchasers, official committees and trustees in workouts, distressed asset sales, restructurings and 
chapter 11 bankruptcy proceedings. He is a former ABI president, as well as a former director, pres-
ident and chairman of the American Board of Certification. He is also Board Certified by the Ameri-
can Board of Certification in Business Bankruptcy Law. Mr. Markus is a former president of the 
Rocky Mountain Chapter of the Turnaround Management Association, is a Fellow in the American 
College of Bankruptcy and is admitted to the Colorado and Illinois State Bars. He also co-founded 
ABI’s Rocky Mountain Bankruptcy Conference and has lectured before ABI, the American Rocky 
Mountain and Chicago Bar Associations, Equipment Leasing Association, Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Corporation, Savings and Community Lender’s Association and the Turnaround Management 
Association. He received his B.S.E. in chemical engineering with high honors from the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison and his J.D. from the University of Michigan School of Law.
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Sarah L. Mathews is an attorney with Enderton & Mathews, LLC in Salt Lake City, where her 
practice is devoted primarily to bankruptcy law, with a specific concentration on chapter 13 cases. 
She has represented hundreds of debtors in chapter 7 and 13 bankruptcy cases, and has worked on 
many appeals, guiding them through the research, writing and oral argument. Ms. Mathews played 
an essential role the successful bankruptcy appeals of Miller v. J. Vincent Cameron, 383 B.R. 767 
(B.A.P. 10th Cir. 2008). She is a member of the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy 
Attorneys (NACBA) and serves as its Utah State Chair. In that capacity, she has traveled to Wash-
ington, D.C., to lobby for legislation relating to the “Helping Families Save Their Homes Act.” Ms. 
Mathews served for several years on the Board of Trustees for Utah Legal Services. She was also 
a contributor to the 2002 Utah Domestic Law Manual. Ms. Mathews is a member of the Utah State 
Bar’s Bankruptcy Section and the Utah Bankruptcy Lawyers Forum, and is admitted to practice 
before the Federal District Court for the District of Utah, the Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals, the 
Utah Court of Appeals and the Utah Supreme Court.

Hon. Thomas B. McNamara is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Colorado in Denver, 
appointed on March 23, 2015. He is a member of the International Judicial Relations Committee of 
the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, as well as a member of the Local Bankruptcy Rules 
Committee of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Colorado. Previously, Judge McNamara 
practiced in the dispute-resolution field for nearly 25 years with a Colorado-based law firm. He also 
worked on cases involving the banking, securities, financial services, skiing, telecommunications, 
hospitality and consumer products industries, with a particular focus on the natural resources sector. 
In addition, Judge McNamara prosecuted or defended cases involving foreign sovereigns, foreign 
state-owned enterprises, companies, debtors, creditors and individuals in matters throughout the 
U.S. He also published and lectured frequently on international topics. Judge McNamara received 
his undergraduate degree at the University of Minnesota and his J.D. from the Yale Law School, 
where he was active in international matters and legal services clinics.

Hon. R. Kimball Mosier is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Utah in Salt Lake City, 
appointed in February 2009. Prior to taking the bench, he represented and provided legal advice to 
debtors, creditors, bankruptcy trustees, examiners and committees. Judge Mosier served as a mem-
ber of the standing panel of chapter 7 trustees of the District Court, Central Division for more than 
25 years, and served as trustee in numerous chapter 11 cases. He received his B.A. in economics 
cum laude in 1975 and his J.D. in 1980 from the University of Utah.

Peter Mullison is an attorney with Colorado Bankruptcy Law Group in Denver, where he primarily 
represents consumer debtors in bankruptcy. Previously, he served for several years as director of 
operations and general counsel for United Friends of the Children in Los Angeles. After returning 
to the Rocky Mountain region, he represented creditors in collection actions. Mr. Mullison received 
his J.D. in 1997 from the University of Wyoming Law School.

Hon. Cathleen D. Parker is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Wyoming in Cheyenne. 
Previously, she was the senior assistant attorney general for the State of Wyoming.
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Charles S. Parnell is an attorney with Parnell & Associates PC in Wheat Ridge, Colo., where he 
focuses his practice on bankruptcy and taxation. He received his B.S. from the University of Wyo-
ming and his J.D. from the University of Denver.

Ronald R. Peterson is a partner with Jenner & Block LLP in Chicago, where he concentrates his 
practice in the areas of commercial, insolvency and bankruptcy law. He is a member of the firm’s 
Bankruptcy, Workout and Corporate Reorganization and Bankruptcy Litigation Practices, and of its 
Real Estate and Construction Litigation and Corporate Finance Practices. A Fellow in the American 
College of Bankruptcy, Mr. Peterson focuses primarily on representing debtors, trustees, creditors, 
committees, landlords and secured lenders in chapter 11 cases. He also counsels clients on a variety 
of transactional issues, including corporate restructurings. Since 2003, Chambers & Partners has 
named him one of the country’s leading lawyers in bankruptcy law, and he is AV-rated by Martin-
dale-Hubbell. Mr. Peterson has been a member of the panel of chapter 7 trustees for the Northern 
District of Illinois’s Eastern Division since 1987 and has presided over numerous complex com-
mercial cases, including Stotler & Co., the country’s tenth-largest commodities house, and Lancelot 
Investment, a $1.7 billion Ponzi scheme. He has also served as examiner in Robert Lund, a large real 
estate developer, and as chairman of the creditors’ committee in Thomas J. Petters, a $3.5 billion 
Ponzi scheme. Mr. Peterson is a member of ABI, as well as the Business Bankruptcy Committee of 
the Business Law Section and the Bankruptcy Litigation Committee of the Litigation Section of the 
American Bar Association. He is also a director of the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees 
and a member of INSOL (International Association of Restructuring, Insolvency & Bankruptcy 
Professionals). Mr. Peterson received his A.B. cum laude in speech and political science from Rip-
pon College in 1970 and his J.D. in 1973 from the University of Chicago Law School.

Hon. Michael E. Romero is Chief Judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court in the District of Colorado 
in Denver, initially appointed in 2003 and appointed Chief Judge in July 2014. He has also served 
on the Tenth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel since 2010. Previously, he was with the firm of 
Pendleton, Friedberg, Wilson & Hennessey, P.C., where he practiced as a trial attorney specializing 
in bankruptcy-related matters. He has served on numerous committees and advisory groups for the 
Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts, is the past chair of the Bankruptcy Judges Advisory Group, 
and just concluded his term as the sole bankruptcy court representative to the Judicial Conference 
of the U.S., the governing arm of the federal judiciary. Judge Romero recently served on the Board 
of Governors of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and actively participates in several 
committees of that body. He also serves on the Executive Board of Our Courts, a joint activity be-
tween the Colorado Judicial Institute and the Colorado Bar Association that provides programs to 
further public understanding of the federal and state court systems. He is a member of the Colorado 
Bar Association, ABI, the Historical Society of the Tenth Circuit and the Colorado Hispanic Bar 
Association. Judge Romero received his undergraduate degree in economics and political science 
from Denver University in 1977 and his J.D. from the University of Michigan in 1980.

Hon. Joseph G. Rosania is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Colorado in Denver. Previ-
ously, he was a shareholder of Connolly, Rosania & Lofstedt, P.C. (CR&L), where he focused onn 
bankruptcy-related litigation, and clerked for Hon. Jay L. Gueck, former U.S. Bankruptcy Judge 
for the District of Colorado. He also ran a successful solo law practice concentrating on bankruptcy 
and related litigation. Judge Rosania was a member of the Panel of Private Trustees for the District 
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of Colorado beginning in 1985. He also served as a chapter 7 and 11 trustee, an examiner in three 
cases including a securities fraud case, and as counsel to unsecured creditors’ committees in sev-
eral cases, and he represented represented chapter 11 debtors. A frequent speaker, Judge Rosania 
received his J.D. in from the University of Colorado School of Law, where he was in the top 20 
percent of his class.

Tara G. Salinas is a consumer bankruptcy attorney presently Of Counsel with Colorado Bank-
ruptcy Solutions in Denver, where she focuses exclusively on consumer chapter 7, 13 and 11 bank-
ruptcy, bankruptcy litigation and bankruptcy appeals. She is a regular panelist for local, regional 
and national bankruptcy programs, and serves as the vice-chair of the Colorado Bankruptcy Court’s 
Local Rules Standing Committee. Ms. Salinas sponsors and manages the debtors’ counsel listserve 
and provides private consulting and coaching for consumer bankruptcy attorneys. She is a 2007 
graduate of the Fair Credit Reporting Act Boot Camp with FCRA expert Lisa Wright and a 2008 
graduate of Max Gardner’s Bankruptcy Boot Camp. In 1998, she attended the London School of 
Economics while working for the U.K.’s House of Commons Select Committee on Environmental 
Policy. Ms. Salinas graduated from Colorado State University with a B.A. in history and received 
her J.D. from the University of Colorado School of Law.

Paul N. Shields, CFA, CPA, ABV, CGBV is a managing director with Berkeley Research Group, 
LLC in Salt Lake City and has more than 25 years of experience as a financial analyst and valuation 
expert. He has expertise in business valuation, damage assessments and the evaluation of earnings 
capacity, particularly in the context of financial distress and bankruptcy. Mr. Shields has assessed 
reasonably equivalent value and solvency in the context of avoidance actions, and has evaluated 
business interests and assets for corporate reorganizations and distressed sales. He has also per-
formed services in the context of state court receiverships and as a special master and mediator, and 
has testified in federal and state courts on numerous occasions. He is a frequent speaker for ABI, 
the Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors and the American Institute of Certified 
Public Accountants. Mr. Shields received his B.A. in accounting in 1987 and his M.B.A. in 1992 
from the University of Utah.

Paul N. Silverstein is a partner with Andrews Kurth LLP in New York and a member of the firm’s 
Executive Committee, a member of the Policy Committee and co-chair of its Bankruptcy/Restruc-
turing practice. He focuses on the representation of official and ad hoc creditors and stockholders’ 
committees, significant strategic and financial investors, and debtors/issuers in complex chapter 11 
reorganizations and out-of-court restructurings. Mr. Silverstein is experienced in the representation 
of purchasers and sellers of assets, claims and equity interests in distressed and special situations in 
connection with both strategic and financial investments. He has been listed as one of the leading 
Corporate Restructuring (2012-15) lawyers in the U.S. and in The US Legal 500, The Best Law-
yers in America for Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law 
from 2011-16, as one of the “Top 100 New York Lawyers” in Super Lawyers from 2014-15 and 
as a “New York Super Lawyer” in Bankruptcy & Creditor/Debtor Rights in Metro Magazine from 
2007-15, and he is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell. Mr. Silverstein received his B.F.A. in 1977 
from the City University of New York and his J.D. in 1981 from Brooklyn Law School, after which 
he clerked for Hon. Jeremiah E. Berk of the Southern District of New York from 1982-83.
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Matthew D. Skeen, CPA is a partner in the family-owned law firm of Skeen & Skeen, P.C. in 
Georgetown, Colo., has served as trustee, and represents debtors, creditors and trustees in all areas 
of bankruptcy practice. He joined the U.S. Army upon graduation from law school and successfully 
completed Officer Candidate School, was commissioned a Second Lieutenant in Field Artillery, 
was stationed at Fort Carson and completed a tour of duty in the Republic of Vietnam. Mr. Skeen is 
admitted to practice before all courts in the State of Colorado and before the U.S. Supreme Court. 
He received his B.S. in accounting from the University of Colorado School of Business in 1969 and 
his J.D. from the University of Colorado School of Law in 1975, where he served as editor-in-chief 
of the University of Colorado Law Review. Upon graduation, he clerked for Hon. Robert H. McWil-
liams of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit.

John C. Smiley is a partner in the Denver office of Lindquist & Vennum LLP, where he practices 
in bankruptcy law and commercial litigation. He has assisted clients with all aspects of commercial 
bankruptcy cases, and has represented debtors, creditors, trustees, committees and parties interested 
in acquiring assets from bankruptcy estates. Mr. Smiley has been appointed by the U.S. Department 
of Justice as a chapter 7 panel trustee for the 19th District of Colorado and also by bankruptcy judg-
es as a chapter 11 trustee and examiner, and has represented receivers in state court proceedings. In 
addition, he has served as lead litigation counsel in bankruptcy court, federal district court and state 
courts on a number of complex bankruptcy and related commercial litigation matters, including all 
phases of bankruptcy litigation and related commercial litigation. A certified mediator, Mr. Smiley 
is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy, has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America 
from 2012-16 and was named a “Colorado Super Lawyer” by 5280 Magazine from 2006-15. Mr. 
Smiley received his B.S. from Colorado State University in 1983 and his J.D. from the University 
of Wyoming College of Law in 1986.

Prof. Michael D. Sousa is an associate professor of bankruptcy and commercial law at the Uni-
versity of Denver’s Sturm College of Law in Denver, where he teaches and pursues scholarship in 
the areas of bankruptcy law and commercial law. Prior to joining the faculty, he was an associate 
in the Business Reorganization and Financial Restructuring Practice Group at Duane Morris LLP 
and served as a judicial law clerk in both state and federal court. He served as a law clerk in federal 
bankruptcy court for Hon. Rosemary Gambardella, Chief Bankruptcy Judge for the U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Court for the District of New Jersey, and for Hon. Donald H. Steckroth, Bankruptcy Judge 
for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of New Jersey. He also clerked for Hon. William J. 
Martini of the U.S. District Court for the District of New Jersey and for Hon. John E. Wallace, Jr. in 
the Appellate Division of the New Jersey Superior Court. Prof. Sousa currently serves as a member 
of the Advisory Board for the LL.M. in Bankruptcy Program at St. John’s University School of Law 
and was recently appointed to a three-year term to serve on the Editorial Advisory Board for the 
American Bankruptcy Institute Law Review. In addition, he is a contributing editor to four national 
bankruptcy publications, including the Journal of Bankruptcy Law and Practice, the American 
Bankruptcy Institute Journal, the Norton Annual Survey of Bankruptcy Law and the multi-volume 
treatise Norton Bankruptcy Law and Practice 3d. He also co-authored the Consumer Bankruptcy 
Manual, published by Thomson Reuters, and is a member of the editorial advisory board for the 
Journal of Bankruptcy Law and Practice. Prof. Sousa recevied his J.D. from Rutgers University 
School of Law, his LL.M. in bankruptcy from St. John’s University School of Law and his M.A. in 
anthropology from the University of Denver, and he is currently pursuing a Ph.D. in sociology from 
the University of Colorado – Boulder.
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Hon. Howard R. Tallman was appointed a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Colorado on 
Dec. 6, 2002, in Denver and was named Chief Judge in January 2007. Prior to taking the bench, he 
served as the U.S. Trustee for Region 19, covering Colorado, Utah and Wyoming. Previously, Judge 
Tallman practiced with the Denver firm of Markus Williams Young & Zimmermann, LLC, where 
he specialized in the representation of debtors, creditors, trustees, committees, asset-purchasers 
and other parties in workouts, restructurings, commercial litigation and bankruptcy cases and pro-
ceedings. He was also a member of the chapter 7 panel of trustees for Colorado from 1996 until 
his appointment as U.S. Trustee. From 1986-95, Judge Tallman practiced with the Denver office 
of Holland & Hart LLP, representing creditors and debtors in chapter 11 reorganizations. Begin-
ning in 1980, he worked as an attorney/analyst in the Denver office during the pilot phase of the 
U.S. Trustee Program, and served as Assistant U.S. Trustee for Colorado and Kansas from 1982-
86. From 1977-80, Judge Tallman was an assistant professor and member of the legal staff of the 
New Jersey Institute for Continuing Legal Education, an educational joint venture among Rutgers 
University Law School, Seton Hall Law School and the New Jersey Bar Association. He is an ABI 
member and is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certifica-
tion. Judge Tallman received his B.A. summa cum laude from Villanova University, his J.D. from 
the University of Denver College of Law and his M.B.A. in finance from the University of Colo-
rado Graduate School of Business.

Engels J. Tejeda is a member of the commercial litigation group at Holland & Hart LLP in Salt 
Lake City, where his practice focuses on the finance industry. He has extensive experience in na-
tional and cross-border bankruptcy disputes, collections, data breach and cybersecurity litigation 
defense, business torts, title disputes, bank liability, escrow disputes, repossession and deficiency 
claims under the Uniform Commercial Code and state foreclosure statutes, and judgment enforce-
ment proceedings. Due to his extensive experience in motion practice, Mr. Tejeda is frequently 
involved in complex litigation with the firm’s natural resources and employment litigation groups. 
He serves as a judge pro tempore in the small claims division of the Salt Lake City Justice Court, 
and is a member of the boards of the Young Alumni Association of the University of Utah’s S.J. 
Quinney College of Law and of the Utah Bankruptcy Law Forum, as well as a mentor with the Utah 
Minority Bar Association and Westminster College. Mr. Tejeda served as a noncommissioned of-
ficer in the U.S. Army Reserve for eight years, which included two active-duty deployments to Iraq 
and Kosovo. He received his B.A. in 2003 from Westminster College and his J.D. in 2006 from the 
University of Utah.

Hon. William T. Thurman is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Utah in Salt Lake City, 
and a prior member and chief judge of the Tenth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel. He has served 
on the U.S. Judicial Conference Committee on Financial Disclosure and is a current member of its 
Code of Conduct Committee. Judge Thurman previously served as a board member for the National 
Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and has been active in several of its committees, currently serv-
ing as co-chair of its Legislative Committee. He has recently been named a Fellow of the American 
College of Bankruptcy, and he is a member and frequent speaker with the American and Norton 
Bankruptcy Institutes, as well as the Federal Bar Association. Judge Thurman is the recipient of the 
Distinguished Service Award from the Utah Chapter of the Federal Bar Association for 2012. Previ-
ously, Judge Thurman was in private practice in Salt Lake City and practiced with McKay, Burton 
& Thurman for 27 years, where he focused his practice on bankruptcy law and served as a panel 
chapter 7 bankruptcy trustee. He received his B.A. and J.D. from the University of Utah.
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David V. Wadsworth is a partner with Sender Wasserman Wadsworth, P.C. in Denver, where he 
concentrates in the area of bankruptcy law, with a focus on commercial matters and trustee repre-
sentation. He joined the firm in 2003. In 2009, Mr. Wadsworth was appointed to the panel of chapter 
7 trustees in Colorado and has overseen thousands of chapter 7 bankruptcy cases, monitoring abuse 
and liquidating assets for creditors. He also represents corporate chapter 11 debtors in possession in 
matters ranging from simple liquidations to complex reorganizations. Mr. Wadsworth has provided 
counsel in all facets of reorganizations, from pre-filing preparation through plan confirmation. He 
also represents chapter 7 trustees in commercial matters ranging from single-asset cases to com-
plex, multimillion-dollar liquidations, and has represented trustees in a variety of matters including 
preference and fraudulent transfer avoidance and recovery, asset sales, objections to claims and 
exemptions, discharge objections and revocations, relief from stay, property turnover disputes and 
enforcement actions against bankruptcy petition preparers. In chapter 7 and chapter 11 cases, he 
represents unsecured, secured and priority creditors, as well as consumer and non-consumer chap-
ter 7 debtors. Mr. Wadsworth has prosecuted and defended hundreds of adversary proceedings and 
has tried multiple cases before the judges in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Colorado. 
He has also litigated and argued appeals before the Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals, the U.S. District 
Court for the District of Colorado and the Tenth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel. In addition, he 
has participated in the Faculty of Federal Advocates program, providing pro bono representation to 
low-income defendants in adversary proceedings. Previously, Mr. Wadsworth was an associate with 
Wells, Love & Scoby, LLC. He received his J.D. from the University of Colorado School of Law 
in 2001, after which he clerked for Hon. Daniel C. Hale in the Boulder County, Colorado District 
Court.

Ellen R. Welner is a staff attorney with Douglas B. Kiel, Chapter 13 Trustee in Denver. She was 
previously an associate attorney with George T. Carlson & Associates in Englewood, Colo., where 
her practice included representing consumers and small business owners in chapter 7 and 13 cases. 
She co-authored the article “Bankruptcy and Divorce: What Divorce Counsel Should Know about 
Bankruptcy” in the October 2008 The Colorado Lawyer, as well as other articles on consumer 
bankruptcy. Ms. Welner has participated as a lecturer in past-programs presented by ABI, Colorado 
Women’s Bar Association, Colorado Bar Association CLE, National Business Institute and Chapter 
13 Trustee Seminars. She is also a member of ABI’s Rocky Mountain Bankruptcy Conference Ad-
visory Board. Ms. Welner received her B.A. from the University of Colorado and her J.D. from the 
University of Denver College of Law.

Deborah D. Williamson is a member of Dykema Cox Smith in San Antonio and has practiced 
insolvency and restructuring law for over 30 years. She is regularly called on by clients in a variety 
of industries for her bankruptcy experience and advice regarding counterparty risk. She also serves 
as one of the 19 members of ABI’s Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11. In 2011, Ms. 
Williamson received ABI’s Lifetime Achievement Award. She travels frequently around Texas, the 
U.S. and the world to address colleagues and clients regarding bankruptcy issues. Ms. Williamson 
co-authored When Gushers Go Dry: The Essentials of Oil and Gas Bankruptcy (ABI 2012) and 
Bankruptcy Litigation Manual: What Civil Litigators Need to Know (ABI 2007). She is recognized 
as a leader in her field by Chambers USA and has been selected by Texas Super Lawyers as one 
of the “Top 100 Lawyers,” one of the “Top 50 Women Lawyers in Texas” and one of the “Top 50 
Lawyers in Central Texas” since the honor’s inception. Named one of The Best Lawyers in America 
for over two decades, she was recently included for a second time in Texas Lawyer’s Go-To Guide 
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(published every five years) as one of the top five bankruptcy attorneys in the state of Texas. Ms. 
Williamson co-chaired the Bankruptcy and Insolvency Litigation Committee of the Litigation Sec-
tion of the American Bar Association. Previously, she served as managing director of Cox Smith 
prior to its merger with Dykema, and was responsible for the firm’s business and client service 
strategies. She is currently a member of Dykema’s executive board. Ms. Williamson received her 
B.A. in political science with honors from the University of Texas, El Paso and her J.D. cum laude 
from the University of Houston Law Center.

Rick Wynkoop is a trial attorney with Wynkoop & Thomas, P.C. in Denver, and is dedicated to 
fighting for consumers. He has successfully represented individuals against car manufacturers and 
dealers, debt collectors, builders, lenders and other big businesses. In addition to numerous jury tri-
als in both federal and state court, Mr. Wynkoop has been approved as class counsel for two federal 
class action lawsuits. Licenced in both Colorado state and federal courts, he is a member of the 
Faculty of Federal Advocates and the National Association of Consumer Advocates.




