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Faculty
Vincent F. Alexander, CFE is a partner in the Fort Lauderdale, Fla., office of Lewis Brisbois Bis-
gaard & Smith LLP and a member of its Bankruptcy & Insolvency and Complex Business & Com-
mercial Litigation practices. He has experience in bankruptcy reorganizations and liquidations, out-
of-court restructurings, asset sales, and bankruptcy- and insolvency-related litigation. Mr. Alexander 
regularly represents debtors, equitholders, chapter 7 and liquidating trustees, and unsecured creditors’ 
committees, as well as other creditors, in bankruptcy proceedings and related litigation. He also has 
experience successfully representing clients in complex litigation matters, including fraud, trade se-
cret and restrictive covenants, breach of contract, unfair and deceptive trade practices, fiduciary is-
sues, and sports and entertainment. Before becoming a lawyer, Mr. Alexander was a linebacker in the 
NFL with the New York Jets and Arizona Cardinals, and was a mortgage banker for a large national 
lender. He received his B.A. in economics and commerce in 2003 from the University of Pennsylva-
nia and his J.D. cum laude in 2009 from the University of Miami School of Law.

Hon. Roberta A. Colton is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Middle District of Florida in Orlando, 
appointed on April 1, 2016. She has an extensive background in bankruptcy mediation dating back 
to the early 1990s, when she worked with the Middle District of Florida to develop a pilot program 
that included mediation rules, training and qualifications for bankruptcy mediators. In 1992, Judge 
Colton presented a program on mediation in bankruptcy at the National Conference of Bankruptcy 
Judges and the following year co-authored “Confidentiality Issues in Bankruptcy Mediation,” which 
was published in the Norton Bankruptcy Advisor. While in private practice, Judge Colton mediated 
numerous complex and noncomplex bankruptcy and commercial disputes. Upon taking the bench, 
she continued bankruptcy mediations and now conducts judicial mediations for cases pending before 
her colleagues on the bench. In September 2016, she served as an instructor at the Federal Judicial 
Center’s Judicial Mediation Workshop. Before coming on the bench, Judge Colton practiced at Tre-
nam Law in Tampa, Fla., for 33 years. Her practice included business reorganization, bankruptcy 
litigation, foreclosure/lender liability, creditors’ committees, bankruptcy trustee representation, com-
mercial litigation and bankruptcy asset sales. Prior to joining Trenam Law, she served as a judicial 
law clerk for Hon. James C. Hill of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit. Judge Colton 
has served on the Board of Regents for the American College of Bankruptcy and as chair of the Local 
Rules Committee for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Middle District of Florida. She was the for-
mer chair of the Florida Bar Business Law Section, Bankruptcy/UCC Committee, and the Tampa Bay 
Bankruptcy Bar Association. She currently co-chairs the Judicial Liaison Committee for the Florida 
Bar’s Business Law Section. Judge Colton received her B.A. in commerce with distinction from the 
University of Virginia in 1979 and her J.D. from William & Mary Law School in 1982, where she 
served on its law review and was a national moot court finalist.

Andrea S. Hartley is the chair of Akerman LLP’s Bankruptcy and Reorganization Practice Group, in 
Miami. An experienced bankruptcy and creditors’ rights litigator, she counsels clients in the financial 
services, real estate, hospitality, restaurant, health care and retail sectors on business reorganiza-
tions and liquidations, assumption and rejection of leases/contracts, workouts, debt restructurings, 
assignments for the benefit of creditors, and creditors’ rights. She also has experience with fraudu-
lent conveyance and preferential transfer litigation. Ms. Hartley acts on behalf of corporate debtors, 



AMERICAN BANKRUPTCY INSTITUTE

249

committees, lenders, secured and unsecured creditors, commercial landlords, suppliers, vendors, and 
purchasers of troubled companies and their assets, both in and out of bankruptcy court. She served as 
national chair of the 17,000-member Law Practice Division of the American Bar Association (ABA), 
and she is a past chair of the ABA Women Rainmakers and a Fellow of the ABA. She also served 
as only the third female president of the Dade County Bar Association in its then-95-year history. 
Ms. Hartley is admitted to practice in all Florida District Courts and in the U.S. Supreme Court. She 
received her B.S. in 1987 with honors from the University of Florida and her J.D. in 1990 from the 
University of Florida Levin College of Law.

Elena Paras Ketchum is a shareholder with the law firm of Stichter, Riedel, Blain & Postler, P.A. in 
Tampa, Fla., and is heavily involved in the firm’s insolvency, transactional and commercial litigation 
practices. In the insolvency arena, she is chiefly noted for her representation of debtors in posses-
sion in chapter 11 cases in such industries as trucking, manufacturing, construction, retail, restaurant, 
health care, printing and grocery. Ms. Ketchum has been lead counsel in successful out-of-court 
workouts of loans totaling in the hundreds of millions of dollars, and she represents clients in negoti-
ating and documenting such complicated transactions as workout and loan modification agreements 
and agreements related to asset sales. On the transactional side, she has represented numerous buyers 
and sellers in connection with complex stock and asset sales and borrowers and guarantors in com-
mercial loan transactions. Ms. Ketchum is well versed in Chapter 727 of the Florida Statutes dealing 
with “Assignments for the Benefit of Creditors,” having represented assignor and assignees. She 
previously was an assistant state attorney with the State Attorney’s Office for the Thirteenth Judicial 
Circuit, Hillsborough County, where she was assigned to the Felony division. Ms. Ketchum currently 
serves on the Local Rules Lawyers Advisory Committee for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Middle 
District of Florida, is a past chair of the District-Wide Steering Committee for the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court for the Middle District of Florida, and is a past president of the Tampa Bay Bankruptcy Bar As-
sociation. She is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell and listed in Chambers USA, The Best Lawyers in 
America and Super Lawyers. Ms. Ketchum received her B.A. from Agnes Scott College and her J.D. 
in 1997 from the University of Florida Levin College of Law.

J. Ryan Yant is a shareholder with Carlton Fields, P.A. in Tampa, Fla., where he focuses on bank-
ruptcy and creditors’ rights law, and he has substantial courtroom experience. He has represented both 
debtors and creditors in chapter 7, 11, 12 and 13 bankruptcies, and has handled associated contested 
matters and adversary proceedings, with an emphasis on personal and corporate chapter 11 debtor 
representation. In court, Mr. Yant has handled all aspects of client representation and case manage-
ment from beginning to end, including hearings, depositions, mediations and negotiations with op-
posing parties. He also has drafted all documents necessary for representation, including complaints, 
answers, plans, disclosure statements, confirmation orders, motions, responses, objections, applica-
tions and proposed orders. Prior to joining Carlton Fields, Mr. Yant clerked for Hons. K. Rodney May 
and Roberta A. Colton of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Middle District of Florida. He has been 
listed in The Best Lawyers in America as one of its Ones to Watch, Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor 
Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law, from 2021–23. Mr. Yant received his B.S. cum laude in 
1986 from the University of Florida, his M.B.A. with honors in 2013 from Stetson University and his 
J.D. cum laude in 2013 from Stetson University College of Law.




