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Eric W. Anderson is a partner in bankruptcy group of Parker, Hudson, Rainer & Dobbs LLP in At-
lanta, where he concentrates his practice in bankruptcy, workouts, financial restructuring and com-
mercial finance. He represents lenders and other parties in bankruptcy and financial restructuring 
matters both in and out of bankruptcy, debtor-in-possession financing, purchase and sale of assets of 
distressed companies, and various related transactions. A frequent writer and speaker, Mr. Anderson 
is a member and past chair of the advisory board for ABI’s Southeast Bankruptcy Workshop and 
has contributed articles to the ABI Journal and other publications. He is a Fellow in the American 
College of Bankruptcy and chairman of the College’s 11th Circuit Educational Programs Commit-
tee, and is a member of the boards of directors of the Southeastern Bankruptcy Law Institute and of 
Meritas, a worldwide law firm organization. He also served on the board of directors of the Atlanta 
Bar Association and is a past chair of the Atlanta Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Section. Mr. Ander-
son has been selected as one of Georgia’s Legal Elite in 2007-14, and has been listed as a “Georgia 
Super Lawyer” in Atlanta Magazine. He is also recognized by Chambers USA as one of America’s 
leading lawyers for business, and by The Best Lawyers in America. Mr. Anderson received his un-
dergraduate degree with distinction in 1982 from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and his J.D. 
cum laude in 1986 from the University of Wisconsin Law School.

Bryan C. Bacon is Of Counsel with Evans & Dixon, L.L.C. in Columbia, Mo., where he focuses 
on representing both creditors and borrowers in a wide array of commercial distressed-lending 
environments, including out-of-court workouts and actions to enforce creditors’ rights. He has also 
represented various constituent groups in chapter 11 proceedings, including employees, unions, 
equity-holders and landlords, and has represented both debtors and purchasers in § 363 sales. Prior 
to joining the firm, Mr. Bacon served as a judicial law clerk for Hon. David P. McDonald of the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of Missouri and the U.S. Bankruptcy Appellate Panel for 
the Eighth Circuit. He is licensed to practice in Missouri and Illinois and is an ABI member. Mr. 
Bacon has been listed as a Missouri-Kansas Super Lawyer for 2013, 2014 and 2015. He received his 
B.S. magna cum laude in economics from Truman State University and his J.D. from the University 
of Missouri-Columbia in 1997, where he was elected to the Order of the Coif.

Hon. Robert D. Berger was appointed as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Kansas in 
Kansas City in October 2003. Prior to his appointment, Judge Berger practiced law as a bankruptcy 
and insolvency specialist representing debtors and creditors, and was among the first group of 
attorneys in Kansas and Missouri to be certified by the American Board of Certification in both 
consumer and business bankruptcy law. Judge Berger is a member of ABI and the National Confer-
ence of Bankruptcy Judges, and a founding member of the Kansas Chapter of the Federal Bar As-
sociation. He has written numerous articles on bankruptcy issues, including chapter 13 tax matters, 
and is a contributing author to the Kansas Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Handbook and to Collier 
on Bankruptcy. He has also served as a frequent lecturer on bankruptcy, insolvency and related tax 
issues. Judge Berger received his B.A. from the University of Kansas in 1983 and his J.D. from 
Washburn University School of Law in 1986.

Geoffrey L. Berman is a vice president of Development Specialists, Inc. in Los Angeles and has 
more than 35 years of experience in the extension of secured and unsecured credit and the liquida-
tion of numerous businesses. He has expertise in all types of insolvency case administrations with 
a specialty in the area of general assignments for the benefit of creditors (in various businesses and 
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industries including wholesale seafood, retail auto parts, various manufacturing concerns, whole-
sale nursery operations and high-tech companies), and liquidating and creditor trusts under chapter 
11 reorganization plans, and has served as an examiner and federal court receiver. A certified me-
diator, Mr. Berman is on the bankruptcy mediation panel for the Central District of California, as 
well as the register of mediators for the District of Delaware, and he has served as a federal court 
receiver. Prior to joining DSI, Mr. Berman was with Credit Managers Association of California 
for 11 years, where he was managed its Adjustment Bureau and was a member of the association’s 
senior management. He served as ABI’s president from April 2011 to April 2012 and before that 
as its vice president-publications, overseeing the ABI Journal and other publication projects. He 
was also a member of ABI’s Executive and Management Committees. Mr. Berman wrote the ABI 
manual on general assignments, General Assignments for the Benefit of Creditors: The ABCs of 
ABCs, now in its third edition (2015). He also served as contributing editor and co-executive editor 
to the ABI Journal and authored a law review article published in the ABI Law Review. Mr. Berman 
has been responsible for the administration of numerous other post-confirmation estates, including 
Sizzler Restaurants International, Inc. Creditor Trust, WATTSHealth Foundation Creditor Trust (re-
sulting from a state court conservatorship) and Horizon Natural Resources Liquidating Trust, and 
Vista Hospital Systems. He has also administered the liquidation of numerous businesses through 
general assignments. Mr. Berman is a member of the Los Angeles, Orange County and Bay Area 
Bankruptcy Forums and the Association of Insolvency Accountants, and is a frequent lecturer on 
bankruptcy and insolvency subjects. He received his B.B.A. with honors from the University of the 
Pacific in 1975 with a degree in business administration (accounting and finance) and his J.D. from 
Southwestern University School of Law in Los Angeles.

Scott K. Brown is a partner with Lewis Roca Rothgerber LLP in Phoenix, where he represents 
commercial, agricultural and private lenders, religious institutions, health care companies, and oth-
er businesses in a broad array of transactions and litigation. His experience includes both in-house 
and outside counsel roles in loan origination and documentation, regulatory compliance, advis-
ing religious institutions, litigation in state and federal court, receiverships and bankruptcies. Mr. 
Brown is a contributor to and co-founder of the ABI Journal’s humor column, “Chapter 8 Humor.” 
He received his J.D. in 2000 from Brigham Young University.

Hon. Thad J. Collins is the Chief Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Iowa in Cedar 
Rapids. Previously, he clerked for Hon. Michael J. Melloy as Chief Bankruptcy Judge for the North-
ern District of Iowa and as Chief U.S. District Judge for the Northerm District of Iowa, and for Hon. 
David R. Hansen, U.S. Eighth Circuit Court Judge. He was also an associate with Leonard, Street 
and Deinard in Minneapolis and a partner with Pickens, Barnes & Abernathy in Cedar Rapids. 
Judge Collins is a member of the American, Iowa and Linn County Bar Associations, as well as the 
Dean Mason Ladd Inn of Court. He received his J.D. from the University of Iowa College of Law.

Prof. Prentiss Cox is a professor of law with the University of Minnesota in Minneapolis, where 
he writes about and teaches in the area of consumer protection law, public civil law enforcement 
and legal practice skills. He was manager of the Consumer Enforcement Division in the Minnesota 
Attorney General’s Office prior to joining the faculty in 2005 and was a judicial clerk in the U.S. 
District Court for the Northern District of Illinois. Prof. Cox has prosecuted numerous nationally 
recognized cases involving subprime mortgage lending, foreclosure, banking regulation, state at-
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torney general enforcement authority, consumer fraud and related matters. He is a frequent speaker 
on consumer protection issues and is often quoted in media on consumer law topics. Prof. Cox 
has drafted and testified for numerous consumer protection statutes and rules related to mortgage 
lending, foreclosure fraud, telemarketing sales practices, private attorney general enforcement, and 
other consumer protection laws. He has also served as a trainer and consultant for state and federal 
government agencies and for developing nations. Prof. Cox is a member of the Consumer Advisory 
Board of the U. S. Consumer Financial Protection Bureau and the board of directors of the State 
Center for Antitrust and Consumer Protection Enforcement, among other  activities. He has been 
selected as a Minnesota Super Lawyer and has received numerous university service and teaching 
awards. Prof. Cox received his B.A. from Oberlin College and his J.D. from the University of Min-
nesota Law School.

Hon. Dennis R. Dow is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Missouri in Kansas 
City, appointed on Nov. 10, 2003, by the Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals. Prior to taking the bench, 
he was a partner with the firm of Shook, Hardy & Bacon LLP, where he represented trustees in 
chapter 7 cases involving significant assets, individual and corporate debtors in proceedings under 
chapters 7 and 11, and secured, unsecured and priority creditors and lessors in chapter 7, 11, 12 and 
13 cases, and had been listed in The Best Lawyers in America in the area of bankruptcy law every 
year since 1995. He also tried numerous adversary proceedings and contested matters, including 
preference actions, objections to discharge, dischargeability complaints and objections to confirma-
tion of chapter 11 plans. Judge Dow is a pro tem member of the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel. He 
also serves on the Judicial Conference Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy Rules and chairs its 
subcommittee on forms. Judge Dow is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, inducted 
in March 2013, and was selected in November 2014 to become a conferee of the National Bank-
ruptcy Conference. He is also a member of the Board of Governors of the National Conference of 
Bankruptcy Judges and a member of the faculty of the Advanced Consumer Bankruptcy Practice 
Institute. Judge Dow is a member of the Missouri and Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Associations, 
and serves as ABI’s Secretary. He received his B.A. with honors from the University of Wyoming 
and his J.D. from Washburn University School of Law, where he was notes editor of the Washburn 
Law Journal.

Deborah K. Ebner is the principal of The Law Office of Deborah Kanner Ebner in Chicago. She 
is experienced with the representation of debtors-in-possession and creditor committees in chapter 
11 cases in a multitude of business environments, and is proficient in chapters 7, 11, 12 and 13. 
Ms. Ebner is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell and has served as a federal bankruptcy trustee since 
1983. She is admitted to the Illinois Bar and has served as faculty for ABI, the Chicago Chapter of 
the American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers and for numerous bar associations, including the 
Illinois, Chicago and Will County Bar Associations, and she is the author of Chapter 22 of the 2003 
IICLE Residential Real Estate Publication, “Residential Real Estate in Bankruptcy,” and she co-
authored its 2008 update and completed its 2011 edition. Ms. Ebner participated in a multitude of 
legislative activity, including the provision of technical comment to the House Judiciary Committee 
concerning proposed changes to the Bankruptcy Code, and the development of comment for the 
Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy Rules and the Committee on Rules of Procedure and Practice 
of the Judicial Conference of the United States. She continues to serve on the League’s Legislative 
Committee. Ms. Ebner received her J.D. from Samford University Cumberland School of Law in 
1981.
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Hon. Arthur B. Federman is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Missouri in Kan-
sas City, appointed on Dec. 18, 1989, and reappointed in 2003. He currently serves as Chief Judge 
of the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel for the Eighth Circuit in Kansas City. Upon graduation from law 
school, he worked as a trial attorney in the Antitrust Division of the Department of Justice in Wash-
ington, D.C. From 1979-89, Judge Federman was in private practice in Kansas City and served 
as a panel trustee for the Western District of Missouri. While in private practice, he represented 
debtors, creditors and creditors’ committees in chapter 7, 11, 12 and 13 cases. Judge Federman be-
came a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy in 2003. He graduated from the University 
of Kansas in 1973 and from the University of Missouri - Kansas City School of Law in 1976 with 
distinction, where he was elected to the Order of the Bench and Robe and was an associate editor 
of its law review.

Edward T. Gavin, CTP is a managing director and founding partner of Gavin/Solmonese LLC 
in Wilmington, Del., where he leads the firm’s Restructuring and Fiduciary Services Practice and 
specializes in complex bankruptcy matters, representing debtors and creditors as financial advisor, 
asset-sale advisor, restructuring officer or other type of responsible party. In addition, he is fre-
quently appointed liquidating trustee, litigation trustee or plan administrator over post-confirmation 
liquidating trusts. Mr. Gavin is an expert on rapid § 363 asset-sale processes, SPM gifts/carve-outs 
and the evaluation of claims against insiders. His engagements have included responsibilities as 
bankruptcy and nonbankruptcy financial advisor to debtors and creditors’ committees, bankruptcy 
and nonbankruptcy interim management appointments, business viability assessments, mergers and 
acquisitions, business integrations and strategic sales, corporate strategy and policy development 
and implementation, e-commerce and marketing strategy development, process re-engineering, 
and enterprise resource planning (ERP) system implementation and assessment. His roles have 
also included regulatory affairs management positions in FDA-regulated organizations, including 
the leadership of process re-engineering to remediate violations of FDA regulations. Mr. Gavin is 
ABI’s Vice President-Development, co-chaired ABI’s Financial Advisors Committee from 2010-
12 and is a former co-chair and education director of ABI’s Ethics and Professional Compensation 
Committee. He is a 30th Anniversary Circle contributor to ABI’s Endowment Fund and co-chair 
of ABI’s Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Workshop, and he serves on ABI’s National Ethics Standards 
Task Force. A contributing editor for the ABI Journal’s “Last In Line” and “Financial Statements” 
columns, Mr. Gavin also writes the “Turnaround Tactics” blog for Forbes and has contributed to 
a number of publications. He attended the University of the Arts in Philadelphia, studying music 
theory and education.

Scott J. Goldstein is a partner with Spencer Fane Britt & Browne LLP in Kansas City, Mo., and 
is admitted to practice in the state of Missouri and the federal courts in Kansas. He concentrates 
his practice in the areas of bankruptcy and reorganization for businesses, representation of secured 
creditors and creditors’ committees in workouts and bankruptcies, and bond default situations both 
in federal and state court. Mr. Goldstein has been consistently chosen as one of The Best Lawyers 
in America for Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights Law, in Super Lawyers for Bankruptcy 
& Creditor/Debtor Rights, Banking, Bonds/Government Finance, and has for several years been 
honored as one of the “Best of the Bar” by the Kansas City Business Journal. He was inducted into 
the American College of Bankruptcy in 2011, is a frequent lecturer, and has published numerous 
articles on creditors’ and debtors’ rights issues. Mr. Goldstein received his bachelor’s degree in ac-
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counting in 1977 and his J.D. in 1980 from the University of Missouri-Columbia, where he served 
as an editor of the Missouri Law Review.

Deborah M. Gutfeld is senior counsel with Perkins Coie’s Corporate practice in Denver, where 
she focuses her practice on financial restructuring and bankruptcy, representing debtors, creditors, 
examiners and trustees in bankruptcy proceedings throughout the country. She has particular expe-
rience in the hotel and hospitality industry, regularly counseling hotel owners, developers, lenders 
and major hotel brands in transactions, state and federal litigation, and bankruptcy. During her 15 
years of practice, Ms. Gutfeld has also handled a wide range of commercial litigation cases, includ-
ing complex litigation and class action lawsuits involving business and contract disputes, mechan-
ics’ liens, distressed real estate foreclosures and workouts. She has represented clients in numerous 
proceedings before federal courts, state courts, and in both arbitrations and mediations throughout 
the country. Ms. Gutfeld has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America 2016 for Corporate Law. 
She received her B.S. in marketing and international business with high distinction in 1997 from 
Indiana University and her J.D. in 2000 from Northwestern University School of Law.

Paul R. Hage is a partner with Jaffe Raitt Heuer & Weiss in Detroit, where he specializes in repre-
senting debtors, unsecured creditors’ committees, secured and unsecured creditors, asset-purchasers 
and trustees in reorganizations, liquidations and other insolvency proceedings nationwide. He regu-
larly speaks on bankruptcy issues for ABI, the American Bar Association’s Business Bankruptcy 
Committee, Norton Institutes on Bankruptcy Law and the Turnaround Management Association. 
Mr. Hage is a coordinating editor for the ABI Journal and co-chair of ABI’s Unsecured Trade Credi-
tors’ Committee, and he is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board 
of Certification. Mr. Hage earned his Bachelor’s degree from James Madison College at Michigan 
State University, his J.D. from Loyola University Chicago School of Law and his LL.M. in bank-
ruptcy from St. John’s University School of Law.

Prof. Susan E. Hauser is a professor of law at North Carolina Central University School of Law 
in Durham, N.C. She is a frequent presenter on the treatment of student loan debt in bankruptcy,  
and publishes on student loan debt, predatory lending, bankruptcy procedure, and the intersection 
of constitutional law and bankruptcy law. Prof. Hauser co-authored ABI’s Graduating with Debt:  
Student Loans Under the Bankruptcy Code (2013), and in October 2012, Prof. Hauser was awarded 
the American Bankruptcy Law Journal Editors’ Prize; she is currently a member of its editorial 
advisory board. In the fall of 2012, Prof. Hauser served as an ABI Robert M. Zinman Resident 
Scholar. She has also been named an American Bankruptcy Law Journal Fellow, received the Uni-
versity of North Carolina Board of Governors’ Award for Excellence in Teaching in 2013, and was 
named Professor of the Year by her students in 2008 and 2011. Prof. Hauser is a member of the 
North Carolina State Bar and is admitted to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court, as well as the 
U.S. District Courts for the Eastern, Middle and Western Districts of North Carolina. She clerked 
for U.S. Bankruptcy Judge J. Rich Leonard and U.S. District Judge W. Earl Britt. Prof. Hauser re-
ceived her undergraduate degree from Wake Forest University and her J.D. from the University of 
North Carolina School of Law.

David G. Heiman founded Jones Day in 1984 and practices in Cleveland. He has focused on the 
bankruptcy and restructuring area for more than 35 years, playing a key role in many of the larg-
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est business bankruptcy and out-of-court business restructurings in the U.S. His practice is broad-
based, including representations of debtors, lenders, creditors and purchasers of distressed assets. 
Notably, Mr. Heiman led the City of Detroit’s chapter 9 case. His representative chapter 11 and 
out-of-court debtor representations include Allied Stores and Federated Department Stores (also 
as acquirer of R.H. Macy), RadioShack, NII Holdings, Boscov’s Department Stores, Burlington 
Industries, Cardinal Industries, Child World, Chrysler LLC, Imperial Home Decor Group, Kenda-
vis Industries, LTV Steel, Oglebay Norton, Pillowtex, Tribune Companies, USG and White Motor. 
In addition, he has represented lenders in the Carmike Cinemas, Olympia & York and Phar-Mor 
restructurings, and creditors in the Allegheny Health, Education and Research Foundation; Home 
Place; and Paragon Trade Brands restructurings. Mr. Heiman has advised numerous acquirors of 
distressed assets, including American Greetings and WL Ross & Co., in various matters, including 
American Home Mortgage, Bethlehem Steel, Collins & Aikman and Horizon National Resources. 
Among his current engagements is counsel for the debtors in Alpha Natural Resources’s chapter 
11 case. Mr. Heiman is a past chair of the American College of Bankruptcy, currently co-chairs the 
Governance Advisory Board of ABI Commission for the Study of the Reform of Chapter 11, and 
has led numerous bar-related and community and charitable groups. He was named as a leading 
lawyer in bankruptcy/restructuring in virtually all of the relevant ranking publications, and was 
one of The American Lawyer’s 2015 “Dealmakers of the Year” and received Law360’s 2014 MVP 
Award for Business Restructuring and Reorganization. Mr. Heiman received his B.A. in 1967 and 
his J.D. in 1970 from the University of Cincinnati, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif 
and an articles editor for its law review.

David H. Hixson is counsel in the Office of Regulations at the Consumer Financial Protection 
Bureau in Washington, D.C. He has been involved in rulemakings related to the TILA and RESPA 
Servicing Rules and the FDCPA, and has also served in the CFPB’s Office of Supervision Policy, 
where he aided the development of the supervision strategy for mortgage servicers. Prior to joining 
the Bureau, Mr. Hixson was an associate in the Chicago office of Jenner & Block LLP, where he 
was a member of its Bankruptcy & Corporate Reorganization Practice. He also clerked for Hon. 
Eugene R. Wedoff of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District of Illinois. Mr. Hixson is 
a graduate of Carleton College and the University of Minnesota Law School.

Evan C. Hollander is a partner with Arnold & Porter LLP in New York, where he regularly ad-
vises debtors, creditors and directors of troubled companies in both bankruptcy and out-of-court 
restructurings. He also advises parties interested in buying or selling distressed assets, and in struc-
turing commercial transactions to reduce risk. He also has significant experience in multinational 
restructuring matters. Mr. Hollander received his B.A. from Columbia College and his J.D. from 
Emory University School of Law, where he was the executive articles editor for the Bankruptcy 
Developments Journal.

Hon. Lee M. Jackwig is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Iowa in Des Moines. 
Prior to her appointment in 1986, she was an assistant U.S. attorney in the Southern District of 
Iowa, an Iowa Deputy Industrial Commissioner and an Assistant Attorney General of Iowa. Judge 
Jackwig is a former member of ABI’s Board of Directors, a former member of the National Confer-
ence of Bankruptcy Judges’ Board of Governors and a former chair of the Bankruptcy Section of 
the Federal Bar Association. She served on the Committee on Automation and Technology of the 
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Judicial Conference of the U.S. from 1990-97 and is a member of numerous local, state, national 
and international professional organizations, including the American Bar Association’s Business 
Law Section and Judicial Division. Judge Jackwig received her B.A. magna cum laude in the clas-
sics from Loyola University and her J.D. from DePaul University College of Law.

Hon. Janice M. Karlin was appointed as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Kansas in 
Topeka in 2002 and is in her second five-year term on the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel for the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit. She became Chief Judge of the Tenth Circuit BAP on Sept. 
4, 2015. Before taking the bench, Judge Karlin served as an assistant U.S. attorney for 22 years, 
concentrating on civil litigation in the federal courts. She also served as an adjunct professor of trial 
practice at the University of Kansas. Judge Karlin chairs the Bankruptcy Judges Advisory Group 
to the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts, is the court’s liaison to the Bankruptcy Bench Bar 
Committee, and serves on the board of editors of the Journal of the Kansas Bar Association. She is 
also a member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, ABI, the American and Kansas 
Bar Associations, and the Women Attorney Association of Topeka. Judge Karlin received her un-
dergraduate and law degrees from the University of Kansas and served as note and comment editor 
for the Kansas University Law Review.

Prof. Michael Korybut is a professor of law at St. Louis University School of Law in St. Louis, 
where he teaches in the areas of bankruptcy, commercial transactions and secured transactions and 
his principal scholarship focuses on secured transactions. Since joining the SLU Law faculty, he 
has received its Best Teacher of the Year award twice. He was also awarded the Thompson Coburn 
Award for Exceptional Faculty Scholarship. Previously, Prof. Korybut was an associate attorney 
with Heller, Ehrman, White & McAuliffe in San Francisco and with Gray, Cary, Ware and Frieden-
rich in Palo Alto, Calif. At both firms, he represented lending institutions and corporate borrowers. 
He then taught at Stanford Law School and Santa Clara University Law School. Prof. Korybut 
received his J.D. from Stanford Law School.

Erlene W. Krigel is a managing partner with Krigel & Krigel, P.C. in Kansas City and heads its 
bankruptcy department, overseeing attorneys who handle chapter 7, 11, and 13 matters for both 
debtors and creditors. In February 1985, she was appointed by the U.S. Department of Justice to 
serve as a chapter 7 panel trustee in the Western District of Missouri, becoming the first woman ap-
pointed as a trustee in the district. She is regularly appointed to approximately 600 cases per year. 
In September 1996, Ms. Krigel was appointed by the U.S. Trustee’s Office to serve as a chapter 12 
panel trustee in the Western District of Missouri, where she is also a regular speaker at bankruptcy 
seminars. She was admitted to the Missouri Bar in September 1979 and is admitted to practice 
before the U.S. District Courts for the Western District of Missouri and the District of Kansas. Ms. 
Krigel is a member of the Missouri Bar Association, the Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Association, 
the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys, ABI and the National Association of 
Bankruptcy Trustees. She serves on the Justice for All Committee for Legal Aid of Western Mis-
souri and as a trustee on the Law Foundation board for the University of Missouri-Kansas City 
School of Law. She was awarded the Robert C. Welch Volunteer Attorney Project Award in 2005. 
Ms. Krigel received her undergraduate degree from the University of Arizona and her J.D. from the 
University of Missouri-Kansas City.
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Phillip L. Kunkel is a shareholder at Gray Plant Mooty in St. Cloud, Minn., where he concentrates 
his practice on commercial financing and bankruptcy. He has served as a chapter 11 trustee, arbitra-
tor and mediator in numerous debtor/creditor and bankruptcy matters and as a technical advisor to 
the International Finance Corp., a group within the World Bank, on agricultural financing matters. 
He is also a frequent speaker on commercial and agricultural financing, workouts and bankruptcy. 
Mr. Kunkel is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and is the past chair of the Min-
nesota State Bar Association’s Bankruptcy and Business Law Sections and the UCC Committee of 
the Business Law Section. He is also a co-editor of the Minnesota Debtor-Creditor Handbook and 
has been actively involved in the enactment of the 2001 and 2010 revisions to Article 9, conforming 
amendments to other Minnesota statutes, and the development and enactment of Minnesota’s first 
comprehensive receivership statute. Mr. Kunkel is admitted to practice before the Eighth Circuit 
Court of Appeals and the U.S. Supreme Court. He received his undergraduate degree in 1974 from 
St. John’s University and his J.D. cum laude from the University of Minnesota School of Law in 
1977.

Hon. Robert E. Larsen is a U.S. Magistrate Judge for the Western District of Missouri in Kansas 
City, appointed in 1991. He also teaches two classes as an adjunct professor at the University of 
Missouri at Kansas City School of Law, and manages the Western District’s Ross T. Roberts Trial 
Academy, which trains new lawyers on trial advocacy. Judge Larsen began his legal career with 
the U.S. Department of Justice’s Criminal Division. In 1976, he transferred to the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office in Kansas City and spent the next 15 years as an assistant U.S. attorney representing the 
federal government in both criminal and civil cases before the district court and court of appeals. 
Judge Larsen is the author of Navigating the Federal Trial, now in its 11th edition, and is a frequent 
lecturer on federal trial practice and evidence. He received his J.D. from the University of Missouri 
at Kansas City School of Law in 1973.

Caralyce M. Lassner is a sole practitioner with Caralyce M. Lassner, JD, PC in Warren, Mich., 
and has practiced exclusively in the area of consumer bankruptcy for over 10 years. She is admit-
ted to the State Bar of Michigan, the U.S. District Courts for the Eastern and Western Districts of 
Michigan, and the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Ohio. Ms. Lassner is an active 
member of the Consumer Bankruptcy Association (CBA) and ABI, and she serves on the board of 
directors of the Consumer Bankruptcy Association and as co-chair of ABI’s Consumer Bankruptcy 
Committee. She also serves as chair of ABI’s Detroit Consumer Bankruptcy Conference and has 
also served on the planning committees of the Annual ICLE-CBA Consumer Bankruptcy Institute 
(2010-2012) and of the 2011 Federal Bar Association/CBA Trial Advocacy Workshop. In addi-
tion, she assisted in the planning and development of the ICLE Bankruptcy Bootcamp in 2011. 
Ms. Lassner was named the Consumer Bankruptcy Association’s 2010 Member of the Year and as 
one of Michigan Lawyer Weekly’s 20 Up and Coming Lawyers in 2011. She is a regular speaker at 
local and regional seminars and has authored and coauthored materials presented at several local 
and national bankruptcy seminars. Ms. Lassner received her bachelor’s degree in technology and 
interdisciplinary studies from Wayne State University in 1997 and her J.D. from Thomas M. Cooley 
Law School in 2000.

John G. Loughnane is a partner in the Business Department of Nutter McClennen & Fish LLP 
in Boston and has 25 years of experience focused on growing and restructuring companies. He is 
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admitted to practice in Massachusetts and New York, and he co-chairs the Bankruptcy Section of 
the Boston Bar Association, as well as ABI’s Technology and Intellectual Property Committee. Mr. 
Loughnane serves on the board of directors and as treasurer of the Turnaround Management Asso-
ciation’s Northeast Chapter, and on the board of directors of the College of the Holy Cross Lawyers 
Association. He is also on the board of the George Washington University Law Alumni Association. 
Mr. Loughnane received his A.B. from the College of the Holy Cross and his J.D. with honors from 
the George Washington University Law School.

Benjamin F. Mann is a partner in the Kansas City office of Husch Blackwell LLP, where he has 
practiced for nearly 40 years. He is the founder of his firm’s bankruptcy practice and served as man-
aging partner of the Kansas City office for nine years. Mr. Mann is nationally recognized for his ex-
pertise in bankruptcy, restructuring and creditors’ rights. He regularly represents debtors, creditors, 
trustees and buyers in bankruptcy actions and has represented clients in a variety of debtor/creditor 
disputes outside of bankruptcy in federal and state courts across the country. Mr. Mann is a fre-
quent presenter at CLE programs on bankruptcy-related topics, and he is a Fellow of the American 
College of Bankruptcy and an ABI member. He also sits on the advisory board of the Midwestern 
Bankruptcy Institute. Mr. Mann received his undergraduate degree in 1973 from the University of 
Kansas and his J.D. in 1976 from Columbia Law School.

Laura Marcero, CPA, CIRA is managing director of the Restructuring & Turnaround practice at 
Huron Consulting Group Inc. in Troy, Mich., and has nearly 20 years of restructuring and M&A 
transaction experience in a variety of industries, including automotive, industrial manufacturing, 
municipalities, tool and die, transportation, retail franchising, higher education, private equity and 
publishing. Her work for and viewpoints on the automotive supplier community served as a basis 
by which requests were made to Timothy Geithner and the U.S. government for funding to the au-
tomotive supplier community in 2009. Previously, Ms. Marcero was a partner in Grant Thornton’s 
Corporate Advisory & Restructuring Services group, where she was the automotive lead for its re-
structuring and Detroit practice. Prior to that, she was a director in the Restructuring & Performance 
Improvement Group at Stout Risius Ross, Inc. and was with Coopers & Lybrand. Ms. Marcero 
received the M&A Advisor’s 40 under 40 award in 2013 and Crain’s Detroit 40 under 40 award 
in 2011, and she serves as vice chair on the board of directors of Michigan International Women 
in Restructuring.She received her B.B.A. from the Ross School of Business at the University of 
Michigan in Ann Arbor.

James T. Markus is a co-founder and manager of Markus Williams Young & Zimmermann, LLC 
in Denver, where he specializes in the representation of secured creditors, lessors, asset-purchasers, 
debtors, official committees and trustees in workouts, restructurings and chapter 11 bankruptcy 
proceedings. He is a former ABI president and chairman, as well as a former director, president 
and chairman of the American Board of Certification. He was also an ex officio member of ABI’s 
Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11. Mr. Markus is Board Certified by the American 
Board of Certification in Business Bankruptcy Law and is a former president of the Rocky Moun-
tain Chapter of the Turnaround Management Association, is a Fellow in the American College of 
Bankruptcy and is admitted to the Colorado and Illinois State Bars. He co-founded ABI’s Rocky 
Mountain Bankruptcy Conference and has lectured before ABI, the American Rocky Mountain and 
Chicago Bar Associations, Equipment Leasing Association, Federal Deposit Insurance Corpora-
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tion, Savings and Community Lender’s Association and the Turnaround Management Association. 
Mr. Markus is AV-rated and has been recognized as a “Top Lawyer in Denver Area,” “Colorado Su-
per Lawyer,” “Denver Best Lawyer,” “Denver Lawyer of the Year-Bankruptcy & Creditor Debtor 
Rights” and one of “America’s Most Honored Professionals” by his peers. He received his B.S.E. 
in chemical engineering with high honors from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and his J.D. 
from the University of Michigan School of Law.

Hon. Margaret Dee McGarity is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Wisconsin in 
Milwaukee, appointed in 1987 and reappointed in 2001. She served as Chief Judge from 2003-10. 
Judge McGarity is a frequent lecturer on various marital property and bankruptcy-related topics, 
especially on the interrelationships between family law and the Bankruptcy Code. She is a co-
author of Marital Property Law in Wisconsin, published by the State Bar of Wisconsin; a co-author 
of Collier Family Law and the Bankruptcy Code, published by Matthew Bender/LexisNexis; and a 
contributing author of Collier on Bankruptcy, also published by Matthew Bender/LexisNexis. She 
has also authored numerous articles dealing with the practical aspects of bankruptcy practice. Judge 
McGarity is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy. She received her J.D. in 1974 from 
the University of Wisconsin.

Richard M. Meth is a partner with Fox Rothschild LLP in Roseland, N.J., where he is a mem-
ber of the firm’s Financial Restructuring & Bankruptcy practice area and focuses his practice on 
bankruptcy, creditors’ rights and insolvency-related issues. He represents numerous local, national 
and multinational corporations, as well as official and unofficial committees, and regularly appears 
before the U.S. Bankruptcy Courts for the District of New Jersey, Southern District of New York 
and District of Delaware. He has also served as a court-approved mediator in numerous matters. A 
frequent lecturer and panelist for continuing legal education programs across the country on a wide 
range of bankruptcy-related topics, he has testified before the National Bankruptcy Review Com-
mission on behalf of ABI. Mr. Meth is a former member of ABI’s Board of Directors and a former 
ABI Vice President-Publications, and he is a former co-chair of ABI’s Ethics Committee member of 
its National Ethics Task Force. He chairs the ABA’s Professional Ethics Subcommittee of the Busi-
ness Bankruptcy Committee of the Business Law Section and as the Business Bankruptcy Commit-
tee’s Liaison with ABI; he previously chaired its subcommittees on Bankruptcy Appeals and Labor 
& Employment Law, and he also served as co-chair of the Business Bankruptcy Committee’s Task 
Force on Bankruptcy Rules. Mr. Meth has been named a New Jersey Super Lawyer and has been 
included in Chambers USA Legal Directory (2009-15), Who’s Who Legal USA: Insolvency & Re-
structuring (2006), America’s Leading Lawyers for Business (2009-13), Super Lawyers Corporate 
Counsel Edition (2009-11) and The Best Lawyers in America (2010-16). He is also the editor of The 
Bankruptcy Court’s Watchdog: The Appointment, Role and Power of Examiners Today (ABI 2011) 
and ABI’s Bankruptcy Appeals Manual. Mr. Meth received his B.A. magna cum laude from Tufts 
University and his J.D. from Georgetown University Law Center.

Hon. C. Ray Mullins is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Georgia in At-
lanta, appointed as judge by the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals on Feb. 29, 2000, and named 
chief judge in January 2012. Previously, Judge Mullins served as an instructor in the Management 
Department of Bowling Green State University’s School of Business Administration from 1977-82, 
then joined the Toledo, Ohio, firm of Cooper, Straub, Walinski & Cramer (now Cooper Walinski), 
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focusing primarily on civil litigation. From 1984-86, Judge Mullins taught trial practice as an ad-
junct professor of law at the University of Toledo College of Law. In 1987, he joined Kilpatrick 
& Cody (now Kilpatrick Stockton LLP) in Atlanta and became a partner in 1993, practicing in the 
firm’s Financial Restructuring Group and specializing in chapter 11 matters. He also served as a 
member of the Trustee Panel for the Northern District of Georgia from 1995-2000. Judge Mullins 
is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy, a member of ABI’s Board of Directors and a 
past president of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges (2012-13). In March 2013, Chief 
Justice Roberts appointed Judge Mullins to the board of the Federal Judicial Center. He is also an 
advisor to the Emory Bankruptcy Developments Law Journal. Judge Mullins received his B.S. in 
business administration in 1974, his M.B.A. in 1977 from Bowling Green State University, and 
his J.D. magna cum laude in 1982 from the University of Toledo College of Law, where he was a 
member of its law review and the Order of the Coif.

Edward J. Nazar is a partner the Hinkle Lw Firm LLC in Wichita, Kan., where he represents rep-
resents creditors and individuals in bankruptcy, insolvency, foreclosure restructure and reorganiza-
tion. He has been a chapter 7 bankruptcy trustee in the state of Kansas since 1981 and a chapter 12 
trustee since 1986, has been appointed as a receiver in both state and federal courts systems, and is 
licensed to practice in Kansas, the Western District of Missouri, the Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals 
and the U.S. Supreme Court. Mr. Nazar is a former member of the Kansas Governor’s Commission 
on Tax Equity, the Kansas Racing Commission and the University of Kansas Hospital Authority 
Board. He is a member of ABI and the American, Kansas and Wichita Bar Associations, and he is 
a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy. Mr. Nazar was also a member of the Board of 
Regents of the American College of Bankruptcy from 2001-05, and of the Board of Directors of the 
American College of Bankruptcy Foundation from 2005-08. He is currently president of the board 
of trustees of the Kansas Bar Foundation. Mr. Nazar has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America 
for Bankruptcy, Creditor-Debtor Rights Law and Business Litigation. He graduated from Boston 
College and received his J.D. from Washburn University School of Law.

Hon. Cynthia A. Norton is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Missouri in Kan-
sas City. Prior to her appointment, she was a founding partner of Grimes & Rebein, LC in Lenexa, 
Kan., where she focused on consumer and business bankruptcy, creditors’ rights, commercial work-
outs and related fields. She also clerked for Hon. John E. Rees of the Kansas Court of Appeals 
and Hon. James A. Pusateri of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court in Topeka, Kan., and was previously an 
associate with Stinson, Mag & Fizzell, an associate and then partner with Lewis, Rice & Fingers, 
and Of Counsel with Levy & Craig. She has published an annual column reviewing Eighth Circuit 
bankruptcy cases of interest for Norton’s Bankruptcy Law Advisor and has authored numerous ar-
ticles, book chapters and seminar papers on bankruptcy-related topics, is a Fellow in the American 
College of Bankruptcy and is a member of various bankruptcy organizations. She is the recipient of 
the Michael R. Roser Excellence in Bankruptcy Award and the Robert L. Gernon Award for Out-
standing Contribution to CLE. Judge Norton received her B.A. in French and art history Phi Beta 
Kappa and summa cum laude from Kansas University and her J.D. from the Kansas University Law 
School, where she was associate editor of its law review.

Hon. Robert E. Nugent is Chief Judge of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Kansas in 
Wichita, initially appointed June 14, 2000, and named Chief Judge on Oct. 28, 2002. He has also 
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served on the U.S. Bankruptcy Appellate Panel for the Tenth Circuit since 2002. Prior to taking the 
bench, Judge Nugent was a partner in the Wichita firm of Morris, Laing, Evans, Brock & Kennedy, 
Chtd., where he practiced in the areas of commercial litigation, real estate and bankruptcy law. He 
was admitted to the Kansas and Federal Bars in 1980, was president of the National Conference of 
Bankruptcy Judges from 2014-15 and was secretary (2010-12) and a member of NCBJ’s Board of 
Governors (2006-09). He has also served as a member of the Committee on Federal and State Ju-
risdiction of the U.S. Judicial Conference and is a former president of the Wichita Bar Association 
(1998-99). A frequent speaker for bankruptcy organizations and continuing legal education groups, 
Judge Nugent is a co-editor and chapter author of the Kansas Bankruptcy Handbook, Third Edition 
(Kansas Bar Association 2009) and a member of the board of editors of the Journal of the Kansas 
Bar Association. He received his B.A. in English and political science in 1977 with honors from the 
University of Kansas and his J.D. from the University of Kansas School of Law in 1980.

Prof. Judith Popper is a professor of law at the University of Missouri-Kansas City School of 
Law in Kansas City, Mo., where she teaches lawyering skills, consumer protection law (including 
a consumer lab focusing on practical skills) and bar-preparation courses. In summer 2015, she co-
directed and taught comparative consumer law as part of UMKC’s study abroad program in Ireland 
and Wales. She also volunteers as an advisor to Channel 41’s “Call for Action” and supervises stu-
dent participation there. Previously, Prof. Popper clerked for the Hon. Elmo B. Hunter of the U.S. 
District Court in Kansas City, then practiced with the firm of Shook, Hardy and Bacon in its busi-
ness litigation section. She later joined the Consumer Protection Division of the Missouri Attorney 
General’s Office, working as an AAG for over 15 years. Prof. Popper joined the UMKC faculty in 
2001 while continuing to work with the Missouri AGO. In her last AGO trial, she obtained felony 
convictions against an individual accused of scamming the elderly in the sale of funeral services, in 
an unusual consolidation of criminal charges filed by the Missouri Attorney General and the Clay 
County Prosecutor. The jointly-tried criminal case led to convictions on all 23 felony counts. Prof. 
Popper received her J.D. from UMKC.

Robert F. Reilly has been a managing director for 25 years of Willamette Management Associates 
in Chicago, a business valuation, forensic analysis and financial opinion firm. Previously, he was a 
valuation services partner for accounting firm Deloitte & Touche. Mr. Reilly specializes in the valu-
ation of businesses, securities and intangible assets for transaction, taxation, accounting, financing 
and litigation purposes. He is is a certified public accountant, chartered global management accoun-
tant, certified management accountant, chartered financial analyst, enrolled agent and accredited 
tax advisor. Mr. Reilly is accredited in business valuation and certified in financial forensics. He is 
a certified business appraiser, certified valuation analyst, certified valuation consultant, certified re-
view appraiser, certified real estate appraiser, accredited senior appraiser and state-certified general 
appraiser (in several states). Mr. Reilly has served as a member of the American Institute of Certi-
fied Public Accountants (AICPA) Forensic and Valuation Services Executive Committee (FVSEC), 
Consulting Services Executive Committee (CSEC) and Business Valuation Committee (BVC). He 
is an inductee in AICPA’s valuation “Hall of Fame,” has chaired AICPA’s annual business valua-
tion conference, and has twice received AICPA’s “Volunteer of the Year” award. Mr. Reilly has co-
authored 12 valuation textbooks, including Guide to Intangible Asset Valuation (AICPA 2014), A 
Practical Guide to Bankruptcy Valuation (ABI 2013), and the Guide to Property Taxation (2008). 
He has also published more than 300 articles in various accounting, taxation or valuation journals, 
and has served as an editor or editorial referee for numerous professional journals. He currently 
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serves on the editorial boards for Valuation Strategies, the ABI Journal, Construction Accounting 
and Taxation and Financial Valuation and Litigation Expert. Mr. Reilly received his B.A. in eco-
nomics and his M.B.A. in finance from Columbia University.

Hon. Charles E. “Sketch” Rendlen, III is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of 
Missouri in St. Louis, appointed to a 14-year term on May 23, 2006. He was also appointed as a pro 
tem member of the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel in August 2010 and was appointed to the Eighth 
Circuit Judicial Council in January 2015. Judge Rendlen previously was in private practice as a 
litigator for 28 years and served as the firm’s managing partner for 13 years. In June 2003, he was 
appointed by the Attorney General to serve as a U.S. Trustee for Region 13, which is comprised of 
Arkansas, Missouri and Nebraska. Judge Rendlen graduated magna cum laude from William Jewell 
College in 1972 and received his J.D. from the University of Missouri-Columbia in 1976.

Patricia S. Rogowski is a partner with Panitch Schwarze Belisario & Nadel LLP in Wilmington, 
Del., and has more than 27 years of experience in patent, trademark and copyright prosecution 
and counseling, and in intellectual property litigation in federal district courts and in appeals to 
the Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit. Her clients include large multi-national companies, 
start-ups and independent inventors in industries ranging from “breakthrough tech” such as elec-
tronic textiles and medical devices, to other technologies such as polyurethane foam, plastics mold-
ing, automotive transmissions and braking systems, and even mushroom farming equipment. Ms. 
Rogowski is a member of the Delaware and Pennsylvania Bar Associations and is registered with 
the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. She has been selected as a leading patent and trademark 
practitioner in Delaware for several consecutive years by Chambers USA, The Best Lawyers in 
America and Super Lawyers, and was selected as one of the “Top 250 Women in IP in the U.S.” In 
2009, Ms. Rogowski co-authored the second edition of ABI’s handbook Bankruptcy and Its Impact 
on Intellectual Property. She received her B.S. in mechanical engineering from Lehigh University 
with highest honors and her J.D. from the University of Pennsylvania.

Rebecca A. Roof, CPA, CIRA, CMA is a managing director with AlixPartners LLP in New York 
and has led numerous engagements requiring difficult and rapid actions in the areas of aggressive 
cash management, liquidity stabilization, cost reductions, business plan development and measure-
ment, asset sales, strengthening of finance and public reporting functions, lender, customer and 
creditor negotiations, and complex out-of-court and in-court restructurings. She has provided C-
suite interim-management services to underperforming companies in a broad array of industries, 
including exploration and production and oilfield services, technology, health care, pharmaceutical, 
hospital, retail, consumer, homebuilding, automotive, chemical, grocery, manufacturing, machining 
and distribution. Ms. Roof was named a “Women Leader in Consulting” by Consulting Magazine 
in 2013 and she received the Turnaround of the Year Award from Turnaround Management As-
sociation in 2014 for her work at Kodak. She is a frequent industry speaker and lecturer at various 
universities, sits on the advisory board of Texas Wall Street Women, and is past-treasurer and a 
past member of ABI’s Executive Committee. Ms. Roof is a Fellow of the American College of 
Bankruptcy and a member of the Turnaround Management Association and the American Institute 
of Certified Public Accountants. She graduated from Trinity University with a B.S. in business ad-
ministration and a B.A. in geology.
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Hon. Barry S. Schermer is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Missouri in St. 
Louis and Cape Girardeau, Mo., and sits on the Eighth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel. He 
is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and authored an article on negative amortiza-
tion that was published in the Bankruptcy Developments Journal. He also authored a Washington 
University Law Quarterly article examining the effect of community interests in bankruptcy. Judge  
Schermer graduated from Washington University School of Law, where he currently serves as an 
adjunct professor of law.

Wendell J. Sherk is the principal of Sherk & Swope, LLC in St. Louis, practicing primarily in con-
sumer bankruptcy and debtor representation. He is the Missouri co-chair for the National Associa-
tion of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys, and a member of ABI and the Missouri Bar Association, 
and he contributes to the bankruptcylawnetwork.com blog. Mr. Sherk received the 2014 Michael 
Roser Excellence in Bankruptcy Award and the 2005 Judge Robert Brauer Innovations in Bank-
ruptcy Law Award. He graduated from Washington University in 1986 and Washington University 
School of Law in 1989.

Hon. Anita L. Shodeen is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Iowa in Des 
Moines, initially appointed in August 2008. She also serves on the Eighth Circuit Bankruptcy Ap-
pellate Panel. Prior to her appointment to the bench, Judge Shodeen was in private practice in Des 
Moines, where she focused on bankruptcy law and served as a chapter 7 panel trustee and chapter 
12 standing trustee. Judge Shodeen is a member of ABI, ABA and the National Conference of 
Bankruptcy Judges, and is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy. She received her J.D. 
in 1985 from Drake University.

Prof. Betsy Brand Six is a clinical associate professor at the University of Kansas School of Law 
in Lawrence, Kan., where she teaches lawyering skills, a class that combines the teaching of tra-
ditional legal research and writing with additional lawyering skills such as client interviewing and 
negotiation. She is also the director of the Academic Resources Program for the law school, pro-
viding academic support to students. In that role, she teaches an advanced legal analysis class. In 
addition, she serves as the law school’s director of Diversity and Inclusion. Prof. Six was selected 
to participate in both the Best Practices Institute and Faculty Seminar at the University of Kan-
sas’s Center for Teaching Excellence and in 2015 was awarded the Robert A. Schroeder Teaching 
Fellowship. Previously, she was with the Kansas City law firm of Spencer Fane Britt & Browne, 
where she practiced environmental law for 13 years, frequently deferring to the expertise of the 
bankruptcy lawyers in the firm when necessary. She has also worked with lawyers and paralegals at 
several Kansas City law firms to improve their legal writing skills. Prof. Six received her J.D. from 
Stanford Law School, where she was a member of the Stanford Law Review.

Hon. Dale L. Somers is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Kansas in Topeka, appointed 
in September 2003. He hears cases in Topeka, Kansas City and Wichita. Previously, he was in pri-
vate practice for 32 years. Judge Somers was appointed to the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel for the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit in March 2010. He also serves as a member of 
the Judicial Resources Committee of the Judicial Conference of the United States. Judge Somers 
served on the Board of Governors for the Kansas Bar Association from 1988-98 and as president 
from 1995-96. He is a member of the American and Kansas Bar Associations and a Fellow of the 
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American College of Bankruptcy. Judge Somers received his undergraduate degree from Kansas 
State University in 1968 and his J.D. from the University of Kansas School of Law in 1971.

Abbe M. Stensland is a member of Simmons Perrine Moyer Bergman PLC in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 
where her practice focusses on bankruptcy law and commercial litigation and appeals. In the bank-
ruptcy arena, she counsels and represents case trustees, lenders and lessors. Ms. Stensland has pre-
sented on bankruptcy topics at seminars hosted by the Iowa Chapter of the Federal Bar Association, 
the Iowa State Bar Association, and in conjunction with the University of Iowa College of Law. She 
is a member of the Iowa State Bar Association’s Commercial and Bankruptcy Law Section Council 
and an ABI member. In 2012, Ms. Stensland co-authored the second edition of Bankruptcy in Iowa, 
published by Iowa Law School, and in 2015, she was recognized as a “Great Plains Rising Star” in 
the area of bankruptcy law by Thomson Reuters on its 2015 Great Plains Super Lawyers list. She is 
licensed to practice in Iowa and is admitted to practice in the federal district courts and bankruptcy 
courts in both the Northern and Southern Districts of Iowa, as well as the Eighth Circuit Court of 
Appeals. Ms. Stensland received her undergraduate degree in biology/chemisty from Central Col-
lege and her J.D. in 2006 from the University of Iowa College of Law.

Mark G. Stingley is the global head of the Bankruptcy, Restructuring and Creditors’ Rights Client 
Service Group at Bryan Cave LLP in Kansas City, Mo. He represents a number of lending insti-
tutions in litigation and insolvency matters, and has represented several commercial and lending 
clients in real estate and commercial litigation cases in both state and federal courts in a number of 
jurisdictions nationally. Mr. Stingley is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, for which 
he serves as co-chair of education for the Eighth Circuit Fellows, and he is an adjunct professor 
of law at the University of Missouri – Kansas City School of Law, where he teaches a course on 
debtor/creditor relations. In addition, he has contributed to chapters in two Thomson Reuters books, 
Strategic Alternatives for Distressed Businesses and Commercial Bankruptcy Litigation, and is cur-
rently writing two chapters for ABI’s to-be-released Secured Creditors’ Handbook. Mr. Stingley 
served as education director for ABI’s Secured Creditors Committee and sits on ABI’s Board of 
Directors, and he co-chairs ABI’s Midwest Endowment Committee. He also sits on the board of the 
Turnaround Management Association’s Missouri affiliate. Mr. Stingley was appointed to the Exec-
utory Contracts and Unexpired Leases Committee that reported to ABI’s Commission to Study the 
Reform of Chapter 11. He served on the advisory board of ABI’s Midwestern Bankruptcy Institute 
from 1992-2014 and is a trustee of William Jewell College. Mr. Stingley has been listed annually 
as “Best of the Bar” in Kansas City, as a Missouri and Kansas Super Lawyer, and in The Best Law-
yers in America as the 2014 Kansas City bankruptcy litigation “Lawyer of the Year.” He received 
his B.S. from William Jewell College and his J.D. from the University of Missouri at Kansas City.

Rebecca S. Stroder is senior director of Legal at FireEye, Inc. in Kansas City, Mo., and former 
deputy general counsel at Mandiant (now a FireEye company). Having worked with FireEye and 
Mandiant for more than six years, she supervises all legal aspects of the company’s breach response 
practice, including working with customers’ legal teams, advising on international data security and 
privacy issues, and working with insurers. She also works closely with FireEye’s intelligence teams 
in developing and publishing intelligence about cyberattack activity. Ms. Stroder is a Certified In-
formation Systems Security Professional.
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Hon. Kathy A. Surratt-States was sworn in as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District 
of Missouri in St. Louis on March 17, 2003. From 1991-93, she was a law clerk for Hon. James 
J. Barta in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of Missouri, and from 1993-98, she 
was an associate with Campbell & Coyne P.C. She later joined Ziercher & Hocker, P.C., eventually 
rising to partner, then Husch & Eppenberger, LLC as a result of a merger, where she practiced in 
its Insolvency Practice Group. In 1997, she was appointed to the panel of bankruptcy trustees fir 
the Eastern District of Missouri and as chapter 7 trustee in 1999 for Family Company of America 
(d/b/a National Supermarkets). In 2000, the Missouri Supreme Court appointed her to its Regional 
Disciplinary Committee, and in 2001, she was appointed by then-Gov. Bob Holden as one of four 
commissioners for the St. Louis City Board of Election Commissioners. Judge Surratt-States was 
featured as one of five “Up and Coming Lawyers” by Missouri Lawyers Weekly in 1999. She is a 
member of Missouri and Metropolitan St. Louis Bar Associations, Mound City Bar Association, 
National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, ABI and the International Women’s Insolvency & Re-
structuring Confederation (IWIRC). She received her B.A. cum laude from Oklahoma City Univer-
sity in 1988 and her J.D. from Washington University School of Law in 1991.

Christopher A. Ward co-chairs Polsinelli PC’s Bankruptcy and Financial Restructuring Practice 
and is a managing shareholder of the firm’s Wilmington, Del., office, where he represents the firm’s 
Delaware clients and serves as Delaware legal counsel to out-of-state referring law firms, conflicts 
counsel, contingency fee/avoidance action counsel, and special counsel in various matters pending 
both nationally and in Delaware. He focuses his practice on corporate bankruptcy, financial re-
structuring, bankruptcy litigation and out-of-court workouts, and has represented numerous chapter 
11 debtors and unsecured creditors’ committees. Mr. Ward’s recent representative cases include 
serving as Delaware bankruptcy counsel and conflicts counsel to the official committee of TCEH 
unsecured creditors in Energy Future Holdings (the seventh-largest chapter 11 case ever filed), 
Standard Register, Allied Nevada Gold and the student committee in Corinthian Colleges, as well 
as counsel to the chapter 11 debtors in Airborne Media Group, Global Aviation and Coach America. 
He has been recognized by Chambers USA for Bankruptcy/Restructuring (Delaware Band 3), Dela-
ware Super Lawyers and The Best Lawyers in America. In addition, he chairs ABI’s Mid-Atlantic 
Endowment Committee and is chair and education director of ABI’s Technology & IP Committee. 
Mr. Ward received his B.A. from Moravian College in 1995 and his J.D. cum laude from Widener 
University School of Law in 1999.

Prof. G. Ray Warner is a professor of law St. John’s University School of Law in New York and 
Of Counsel to Greenberg Traurig, LLP. He served as associate dean of Bankruptcy Studies at St. 
John’s from 2003-15, where he built the nation’s most extensive bankruptcy program and its only 
bankruptcy-specific LL.M. degree program. Previously, he taught at the UMKC School of Law, 
where he was the school’s William B. Boreland Distinguished Scholar and Professor of Law. In 
2013, Prof. Warner received the prestigious Leadership in Education Award from the National Con-
ference of Bankruptcy Judges. He has published numerous articles on bankruptcy, commercial law 
and consumer law, and has consulted in many major bankruptcy, commercial law and consumer law 
cases. Prof. Warner is a multiple recipient of law school teaching awards and a frequent seminar 
speaker. He is a founder of the American Board of Certification, the national credentialing body for 
bankruptcy and creditors’ rights practitioners, and is a director and former secretary of ABI, which 
awarded him its most prestigious award, the Annual Service Award. Prof. Warner is the course 
leader for the INSOL Global Insolvency Practice Course and a Fellow in the American College of 
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Bankruptcy, where he heads its multi-school international bankruptcy course. He is also a found-
ing member of the International Insolvency Institute, an editor of the International Insolvency Law 
Review, and a former chair of the Association of American Law Schools’ Section on Post-Graduate 
Legal Education. Prof. Warner co-advisor to the ABI Law Review and heads the national Conrad 
B. Duberstein Bankruptcy Moot Court Competition, both of which are co-sponsored by St. John’s 
and the ABI. He received his J.D. from Northwestern University in 1980 and his LL.M. from New 
York University in 1985.

Daniel R. Wiggins is managing director for MorrisAnderson in its St. Louis office. He has served as 
restructuring officer, financial adviser, receiver, transaction adviser and other roles since his tenure 
at MorrisAnderson began in 2006. Previously, Mr. Wiggins spent his career with several domestic 
and international companies, where he gained much of his operational, transactional and treasury 
experience. His recent industry engagements include trucking, health care services, branded and 
generic pharmaceuticals, distribution, metals and nonprofit organizations. Mr. Wiggins is an ABI 
member and currently serves as president of the Missouri Chapter of the Turnaround Management 
Association. He received his B.A. in marketing and his M.B.A. in finance from the University of 
Southern Mississippi.

T. Randall Wright is a partner with Baird Holm LLP in Omaha, Neb., where he focuses his prac-
tice on creditors’ rights, bankruptcy and commercial litigation. For more than 30 years, he has 
represented lenders and other creditors, as well as purchasers of assets out of bankruptcy, and 
debtors or trustees in bankruptcy. Mr. Wright has experience in state, federal and bankruptcy courts 
throughout the Midwest and is licensed to practice in Nebraska, Iowa and the U.S. Tax Court. An 
ABI member, he serves on the advisory board of ABI and UMKC’s Midwestern Bankruptcy In-
stitute and is a frequent speaker on bankruptcy and creditors’ rights topics. Mr. Wright has written 
and presented papers to lenders and professional organizations on such topics as the Food Security 
Act, UCC Article 9 security interests in agricultural collateral, developments in bankruptcy law, 
landlord rights in commercial bankruptcies, and limited liabilities and partnership bankruptcies. 
He is past chairman of the Agricultural Finance Subcommittee of the American Bar Association’s 
Business Section, and is a former faculty member of the American Law Institute’s course of study 
on partnerships and limited liability companies. Mr. Wright received both his B.A. in 1977 and his 
J.D. in 1980 from the University of Nebraska.


