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Derek C. Abbott is a partner with Morris, Nichols, Arsht & Tunnell LLP in Wilmington, Del., and
a member of its Business Reorganization & Restructuring Group. He also chairs the firm’s pro bono
committee and sits on the firm’s recruiting committee Mr. Abbott has represented Fortune 1000,
local, international and other organizations as lead or Delaware counsel in bankruptcy proceedings
and litigation on behalf of debtors, creditors, official and ad hoc committees and transactional case
constituents. He regularly works with debtors in possession and exit-financing lenders, as well as
outside and inside counsel, turnaround professionals, crisis-management firms, and investment and
non-investment bank professionals. Mr. Abbott also frequently serves as a mediator in matters related
to insolvency and distressed businesses, including both adversary proceedings and case-dispositive
matters. In addition, he has served as an expert witness in matters involving restructuring and bank-
ruptcy matters both domestically and internationally. Mr. Abbott’s recent client representations in-
clude Boy Scouts of America, John Varvatos Enterprises, Grupo AeroMexico, Papa Gino’s, AT&T
Inc., General Motors Corporation, Philips International, Viacom Inc., TD Bank and Nortel Networks.
He also has served as chapter 11 trustee and chapter 7 trustee of Tough Mudder. Mr. Abbott has been
recognized by Chambers USA, The Best Lawyers in America, Law & Politics magazine and Delaware
Super Lawyers. In 2016, he was invited to join the 28th Class of Fellows of the American College
of Bankruptcy, and in 2018, he was presented with the Delaware State Bar Association’s Access to
Justice Commitment Award, which recognized his commitment to pro bono work throughout his ca-
reer. In 2011, he received the Caleb R. Layton III Service Award, presented by the judges of the U.S.
District and Bankruptcy Courts for the District of Delaware. Mr. Abbott is a member of the American
and Delaware State Bar Associations, Turnaround Management Association and ABI, for which he
served two terms on its Board of Directors and is a member of its Veteran and Servicemembers Af-
fairs Task Force. He also serves as legal counsel for a variety of indigent clients through Delaware
Volunteer Legal Services. Mr. Abbott received his B.S. in human factors psychology in 1987 from the
U.S. Military Academy at West Point and his J.D. with honors from the University of North Carolina
School of Law in 1995, where he was an editor of the North Carolina Law Review.

Justin R. Alberto is a member of Cole Schotz P.C. in Wilmington, Del., where he practices in the
areas of corporate restructuring and litigation, with an emphasis on the representation of debtors,
creditors’ committees and other significant parties in interest. He has led engagements in many large
and complex commercial restructurings throughout his career. His notable recent company-side en-
gagements include his representations of True Religion, Advantage Rent-a-Car and Charlotte Russe
in their chapter 11 cases. In addition, Mr. Alberto regularly represents official committees in some of
the most complex and high-profile chapter 11 cases in the country, including the creditors’ commit-
tees in the bankruptcy cases of Purdue Pharma, Mallinckrodt, Insys Therapeutics, JCPenney’s, Fran-
cesca’s, Claire’s Stores, Bumblebee Tuna, Brookstone, American Apparel, Marsh Supermarkets and
Pacific Sunwear, among others. He has experience negotiating and litigating issues involving valua-
tion, intercreditor and allocation disputes, § 363 asset sales and contested confirmations in an array of
industries, notably retail, health care and pharmaceuticals. Mr. Alberto is a frequent speaker on issues
involving valuation and debtor-in-possession finance, and he was a recurring guest lecturer of com-
mercial bankruptcy practice and procedure at Temple University Beasley School of Law. In addition
to his restructuring practice, he is an experienced litigator with trial experience in state and federal
courts involving issues of corporate law and distressed commercial situations. He also is a certified
mediator for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware and is included on the Register
of Mediators and Arbitrators maintained by the court. Mr. Alberto received his B.S. in business and
economics from Springfield College and his J.D. cum laude from Widener University Delaware Law
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School, where he served as the managing editor of the Widener Law Review and was a member of
the Moe Levine Mock Trial Honor Society. While in law school, he clerked for Hon. Henry duPont
Ridgely, former Justice of the Delaware Supreme Court.

Mary Beth Ausbrooks is the sole owner in the consumer debtor firm of Rothschild & Ausbrooks,
PLLC, in Nashville, Tenn. She is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and is Board
Certified in Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification, for which she pres-
ently serves as president. Ms. Ausbrooks has served as the Tennessee State chair for the National
Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys and is a member of its board of directors. She has
served as president, vice president and secretary for the Middle Tennessee Association of Consumer
Bankruptcy Attorneys. Ms. Ausbrooks has been recognized in Super Lawyers for many years. She
has presented on best practices for consumer debtor attorneys and on other aspects of the consumer
debtor practice, and she is admitted to practice in the state of Tennessee, the District Court for the
Middle District of Tennessee, the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals and the U.S. Supreme Court. Ms.
Ausbrooks received her J.D. in 1996 from the University of Mempbhis.

Wesley H. Avery is a bankruptcy practitioner with The Bankruptcy Law Center in Pasadena, Calif.,
and a member of the California State Bar. He is also a chapter 7 panel trustee and a chapter 12 trustee
for the Central District of California. Mr. Avery is certified as a specialist in Bankruptcy Law by the
State Bar of California and the American Board of Certification. He is AV-rated by Martindale Hub-
bell and 10.0 by Avvo, and has been a Super Lawyer since 2006. Mr. Avery is admitted to the U.S.
Supreme Court, the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, all Federal District Courts of California, other
federal courts and the California Supreme Court. He previously served as a major in the U.S. Army
from 1996-97, at which time he was awarded the Meritorious Service Medal. He is a member of the
ABA Subcommittee on Legal Specialization, was chairman of the California State Bar Bankruptcy
Law Advisory Commission (2004-05) and was chairman of the State Board of Legal Specialization
(2010-11). Mr. Avery is an adjunct professor at California State University at Northridge and a real
estate broker. He received his B.A. with highest honors in economics and in political science from
the University of California at Davis in 1980 (where he was elected to Phi Beta Kappa), his M.B.A.
from Harvard Business School in 1984 and his J.D. from the University of California at Los Angeles
in 1991.

Hon. Martin R. Barash is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Central District of California in Wood-
land Hills and Santa Barbara, sworn in on March 26, 2015. He brings more than 20 years of legal
experience to the bench. Prior to his appointment, Judge Barash had been a partner at Klee, Tuchin,
Bogdanoff & Stern LLP in Los Angeles since 2001, where he represented debtors and other parties in
chapter 11 cases and bankruptcy litigation. He first joined the firm as an associate in 1999. Earlier in
his career, Judge Barash worked as an associate of Stutman, Treister & Glatt P.C. in Los Angeles. He
also has served as an adjunct professor of law at California State University, Northridge. Following
law school, Judge Barash clerked for Hon. Procter R. Hug, Jr. of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Ninth Circuit from 1992-93. He is a former ABI Board member, for which he served on its Educa-
tion Committee and currently serves on its Committee for Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, and he
is a former member of the Board of Governors of the Financial Lawyers Conference. In addition, he
is a judicial director of the Los Angeles Bankruptcy Forum and a frequent panelist and lecturer on
bankruptcy law. He also is a co-author of the national edition of the Rutter Group Practice Guide:

1271



1272

Bankruptcy. Judge Barash received his A.B. magna cum laude in 1989 from Princeton University
and his J.D. in 1992 from the UCLA School of Law, where he served as member, editor, business
manager and symposium editor of the UCLA Law Review.

Steven M. Berman is a partner in the Tampa, Fla., office of Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick, LLP,
specializing in the firm’s bankruptcy and creditors’ rights practice group. He also chairs the firm’s
Financial Institutions and Insurance Business Sector. Mr. Berman has more than 30 years of bank-
ruptcy experience and focuses his practice on business bankruptcy litigation, representing creditors,
investors, distressed-debt lenders, trustees, committees and business entities litigating disputes in
bankruptcy court. Mr. Berman is Board Certified by the American Board of Certification in both
Creditors’ Rights Law and Business Bankruptcy Law, and he is a member of the Florida, Califor-
nia, District of Columbia, New York and Puerto Rico (Federal) bars. He is also admitted to practice
before the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals and the U.S. Supreme Court. Mr. Berman serves on
the boards of directors for ABI and the American Board of Certification. He serves on ABI’s En-
dowment Committee and its Task Force on Veterans and Servicemembers Affairs, and he routinely
volunteers and speaks at its seminars and other programs. In addition, he volunteers in providing
pro bono bankruptcy and insolvency services and training for U.S. Navy servicemembers, including
Judge Advocate General officers and staff. On a local level, Mr. Berman is a member of the Tampa
Bay Bankruptcy Bar Association, the Bankruptcy Bar Association of the Southern District of Flori-
da, the Southwest Florida Bankruptcy Professionals Association, the San Diego Bankruptcy Forum
and the California Bankruptcy Forum. He also guest lectures at the University of Florida College
of Law and Stetson University College of Law, both in the advanced bankruptcy courses. Mr. Ber-
man is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell and was listed in Florida Super Lawyers from 2013-22. He
received his B.S. in multinational business operations in 1987 from Florida State University and his
J.D. in 1990 from the University of Florida Levin College of Law.

Ian Connor Bifferato is director of The Bifferato Firm in Wilmington, Del., and focuses his prac-
tice on alternative dispute resolution, commercial bankruptcy and corporate/commercial litigation.
His practice has focused on complex litigation, products liability, and creditors rights and busi-
ness reorganization, as well as mediation of commercial disputes, including appeals from the U.S.
Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware, secured lender disputes, general corporate litigation,
preference litigation and creditor rights issues, and arbitration. Mr. Bifferato has mediated well over
1,000 commercial disputes, including appeals from the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of
Delaware, secured lender disputes, general corporate litigation, preference litigation and creditors’
rights issues. He also frequently serves as an arbitrator for single and panel binding and nonbinding
arbitrations. Experienced as lead counsel in complex litigation, Mr. Bifferato also frequently teams
with out-of-state lawyers who need access to Delaware’s courts. He is admitted to the Delaware Bar,
the U.S. District Court for the District of Delaware and the U.S. Third Circuit Court of Appeals.
Mr. Bifferato is a member of the Delaware, Federal and American Bar Associations, co-chair of the
Delaware State Bar Association’s Professional Ethics Committee, assistant treasurer to the Delaware
State Bar Association, and a member of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court Rules Committee for the District
of Delaware and of the mediation panel for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware.
He received his B.A. in 1990 from the University of Delaware and his J.D. in 1994 from Widener
University School of Law.
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Hon. Hannah L. Blumenstiel is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of California in
San Francisco. Prior to her appointment on Feb. 11, 2013, Judge Blumenstiel was an associate (2003-
08) and then a partner (2008-12) with Winston & Strawn LLP, where she focused her practice on
creditors’ rights litigation in state and federal court, including bankruptcy court. From 2001 to 2003,
Judge Blumenstiel was an associate with Murphy Sheneman Julian & Rogers LLP, where she repre-
sented debtors, creditors and trustees in bankruptcy cases and adversary proceedings. She served as
a law clerk to Hon. Charles M. Caldwell of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of
Ohio (Eastern Division) from 1998 to 2001, and from 1997-98, she represented the State of Ohio’s
interests in bankruptcy cases as an assistant attorney general with the Revenue Recovery Section of
the Ohio Attorney General’s Office. Judge Blumenstiel is ABI’s Vice President-Research Grants and
serves as an Executive Editor of the 4Bl Journal. She received her J.D. from Capital University Law
School in 1997 while working full-time for the Columbus Bar Association as director of its pro bono
initiative, “Lawyers for Justice,” and her B.A. from Ohio State University in 1992.

Louis M. Bubala, III heads the Nevada bankruptcy practice at Kaempfer Crowell in Las Vegas and
Reno. He represents individuals and businesses in and out of bankruptcy throughout Nevada, and his
practice regularly deals with climate change issues in hospitality, agriculture and small businesses
dealing with heat, drought, fire and smoke. Mr. Bubala became sponsorship chair for ABI’s South-
west Bankruptcy Conference in 2019 and a member of its advisory committee in 2016. He also co-
chaired ABI’s Consumer Conference in Las Vegas in 2013 and 2014. Previously, Mr. Bubala clerked
for U.S. Magistrate Judge Valerie Cooke. Before law school, he was a reporter and editor in Indiana.
While covering the courts, he got to know U.S. District Judge Gene Brooks, who was president of the
National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges in 1978-79. He also interviewed Alan Dershowitz (who
returned a call for a story about his client, Mike Tyson), Don King, Manute Bol and Dan Quayle. In
his free time, Mr. Bubala is on the boards of Friends of Nevada Wilderness and the Nevada Outdoor
Business Coalition. He received his B.A. in 2000 from Indiana University School of Journalism and
his J.D. in 2004 from the University of Oregon School of Law.

Kirk B. Burkley is the managing partner of Bernstein-Burkley, P.C. in Pittsburgh, where his practice
emphasizes all aspects of bankruptcy and restructuring, creditors’ rights, business and corporate
transactions, litigation, real estate and oil and gas. He conducts seminars, live webinars and workshops
on bankruptcy, creditors’ rights and oil and gas, and has lectured for the National Association of
Credit Management (NACM), ABI and the Pennsylvania Bar Institute. He also is a regular panelist
for NBI and Lorman Educational Services on various legal topics. Mr. Burkley has written several
publications related to the bankruptcy field, with work appearing in the ABI Journal, Equipment
Leasing Newsletter, the Pennsylvania Association of Credit Managers newsletter, the Creditor, and
more. He is an emeritus board member of the American Board of Certification, as well as a past
President of the Turnaround Management Association. Mr. Burkley is a member of Allegheny County
Bar Association, ABI and the Western District of Pennsylvania Local Rules Committee. Mr. Burkley
received his B.S. in 1999 from Ohio University and his J.D. in 2002 from the University of Pittsburgh
School of Law, where he was a recipient of the Center for Forensic Economic Studies Award for
Excellence in Litigation.

Andrew W. Caine chairs Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones’s Post-Confirmation Practice Group in
Los Angeles, where he oversees the entire spectrum of claims and avoidance litigation for debtors,
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creditors’ committees, trustees, liquidation or post-confirmation trusts, and defendants, from “mega
cases” to smaller individual matters. He also helped develop proprietary avoidance and preference
claim analysis software and spends considerable time as “general counsel,” assisting in the adminis-
tration of post-confirmation estate/corporate wind-downs, and representing individuals and business
entities in avoidance and claims-litigation defense. Mr. Caine has lead responsibility in litigation
concerning a variety of business, bankruptcy and commercial law issues, as well as the representa-
tion of debtors, trustees, creditors and committees in chapter 11 reorganization cases. He handles
matters in state and federal courts, with an emphasis on disputes tried in bankruptcy court, including
contested reorganization matters. Mr. Caine has written numerous articles and often lectures nation-
ally on bankruptcy and litigation, and he is a Past President and former Chair and Vice President-Ed-
ucation of ABI. He is a member of the Registry of Mediators for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the
District of Delaware, and a former member of the Los Angeles Superior Court panel of business law
arbitrators. Mr. Caine holds an AV-Preeminent Peer Rating from Martindale-Hubbell and has been
named a “Super Lawyer” in the field of Bankruptcy & Creditor/Debtor Rights every year since 2007
in a peer survey conducted by Law & Politics and the publishers of Los Angeles magazine. He also
was named in The Best Lawyers in America in 2017 in the practice area of Bankruptcy and Creditor/
Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law. Mr. Caine received his B.A. from Northwestern
University and his J.D. from the University of California at Los Angeles, where he was elected Phi
Beta Kappa and was a member of the Mortar Board.

Hon. Kevin J. Carey is senior counsel in Hogan Lovells US LLP’s Business Restructuring and
Insolvency practice in Philadelphia and a retired bankruptcy judge. He also is ABI’s Immediate Past
President and represents both companies and creditors in domestic and cross-border bankruptcy pro-
ceedings and serves as independent director, expert witness and mediator. Judge Carey was first ap-
pointed to the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania in 2001, then in 2005
began service on the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware (serving as chief judge from
2008-11). During that time, he authored more than 200 reported decisions, issued important rulings
on key issues such as valuation, fiduciary duties and other complex chapter 11 and confirmation is-
sues, and presided over such high-profile cases as Exide Technologies, Tribune Co. and New Century
Financial. Judge Carey was the first judge to serve as global chair of the Turnaround Management
Association and is an honorary member of the Turnaround, Restructuring and Distressed Investing
Hall of Fame, as well as a Distinguished Fellow of the Association of Insolvency & Restructuring
Advisors. In addition, he is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and a member of the
International Insolvency Institute, as well as a contributing author to Collier on Bankruptcy. He is
currently the Dean’s Distinguished Fellow at Villanova University Charles Widger School of Law.
Judge Carey began his legal career in 1979 clerking for Bankruptcy Judge Thomas M. Twardowski,
then served as clerk of court of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania.
He received his B.A. in 1976 from Pennsylvania State University and his J.D. in 1979 from Villa-
nova University School of Law.

Kara E. Casteel is a partner at ASK LLP in St. Paul, Minn., and heads its Bankruptcy Litiga-
tion Group. She represents trustees, committees, and debtors in possession in preference analysis
and litigation of avoidance actions. She has successfully litigated preference and fraudulent-transfer
matters in multiple jurisdictions, including the U.S. Bankruptcy Courts for the District of Delaware,
Southern District of New York, Southern District of Texas and the Southern District of Indiana. In
2022, M. Casteel obtained a judgment in excess of $3.5 million in a preference trial. Representative
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matters include the prosecution of avoidance actions in large bankruptcies such as Dean Foods Co.,
Sears Holdings Corp., Quebecor World (USA), WP Steel Venture LLC, NewPage Corp., RS Legacy
Corp. (tka RadioShack) and hhgregg, Inc. Previously, she clerked for Hon. Casey Christian and Hon.
Joseph Bueltel in the Third Judicial District of Minnesota. Before her judicial clerkship, she clerked
for the Office of the Minnesota Attorney General. Ms. Casteel is admitted to practice law in the State
of Minnesota, the U.S. District Court for the District of Minnesota and the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the Third Circuit. She is a member of the Minnesota State Bar Association, the International
Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC), ABI and Minnesota Women Law-
yers. In 2013, she helped found the Minnesota chapter of IWIRC, and she is currently the immediate
past co-chair of the IWIRC-Minnesota Network. Ms. Casteel received her B.A. in 2005 in political
science and legal studies from the University of Wisconsin and her J.D. in 2008 from the University
of Minnesota Law School.

Katherine R. Catanese is an equity partner in the Bankruptcy and Restructuring Group of Foley
& Lardner LLP in New York, where she assists troubled companies facing financial distress and re-
structuring. She assists troubled companies facing critical points in their businesses related to finan-
cial distress and restructuring, which can include maximizing the value of their assets through both
in- and out-of-court asset sales. Ms. Catanese also focuses her practice on helping creditors solve
problems related to all aspects of distressed debt, which has included representing debtors, lenders
and strategic buyers in Article 9 sales and assignments for the benefit of creditors. She also repre-
sents investors and other parties in fraud-based litigation arising in the insolvency space, including
various cross-border fraud matters and representation of investors and managers in hedge funds
both onshore and offshore in bankruptcy ligation including involuntary bankruptcies and chapter
15 bankruptcies. Ms. Catanese also has experience in bankruptcy appeals and focuses on for-profit
schools and higher education restructuring generally, with an emphasis on fraud investigation and
intervention. To that end, she is building a practice focusing on representing higher education institu-
tions, lenders and private-equity funds in all forms of litigation related to their business and financial
restructuring of these schools. In addition, Ms. Catanese represents banks and trustees of bank hold-
ing companies, including litigation related to procurement of tax refunds and disputes with the FDIC
over refund ownership. She further emphasizes her practice on representation of creditors, represen-
tations of creditors’ committees and indenture trustee representation, including the representation of
U.S. Bank and Wilmington Trust as the indenture trustee for certain bonds in the American Airlines,
Samson Resources (oil and gas) and Peabody Energy (coal) bankruptcies. Ms. Catanese has experi-
ence in the representation of trustees regarding resolution and objection to bankruptcy claims, the
pursuit of fraudulent transfer and preference actions, and litigation related to bad-faith bankruptcy
filings, Ponzi schemes and § 363 sales. She also has particular knowledge of individual and business
chapter 7s and individual chapter 11s, and she is experienced with e-discovery in bankruptcy cases.
Ms. Catanese is a member of the Bankruptcy and Health Care Restructuring sub-team at Foley. She
also is the women’s network coordinator for Foley’s Women’s Network in the New York office.
Prior to joining Foley, Ms. Catanese was an associate at Allard & Fish, P.C., where she represented
a chapter 7 trustee and corporate debtors, secured and unsecured creditors, and trustees in all aspects
of bankruptcy litigation. She received her B.A. in psychology summa cum laude in 2001 and her J.D.
cum laude in 2004 from Michigan State University. During law school, she clerked for Hon. David
L. Jordon.
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Ashley D. Champion is a Bankruptcy and Restructuring associate in the Atlanta office of Polsi-
nelli, PC. Her practice focuses on financial restructuring, bankruptcy and commercial transactions in
matters all over the country. She works closely with Polsinelli attorneys to protect clients’ interests
and counsels both debtors and creditors. Prior to joining the firm, Ms. Champion spent nine years
clerking for three different bankruptcy judges: Hon. Sage M. Sigler and Hon. Mary Grace Diehl in
the Northern District of Georgia, and Hon. Katharine M. Samson in the Southern District of Missis-
sippi. She is a barrister with the W. Homer Drake, Jr. Georgia Bankruptcy American Inn of Court,
secretary of the Atlanta Bar’s Bankruptcy Section an at-large member of the International Women’s
Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation’s Georgia network, an ABI member and a Rules Sub-
committee co-chair of the American Bar Association’s Business Bankruptcy Committee. Ms. Cham-
pion received her B.S.B.A. in 2006 from the University of Georgia and her J.D. magna cum laude in
2013 from Georgia State University College of Law.

Christine L. Childers is senior vice president and deputy general counsel at First American Bank
in Chicago. She serves as legal counsel for consumer-oriented legal issues, federal and state regula-
tory matters, acquisitions, intellectual property matters and human resources issues. Ms. Childers
advises the bank’s executive team and board on regulatory and litigation risks. She also engages
with the bank’s business units and provides legal support for projects, contracts and the implementa-
tion of products/services. In addition, she advises on privacy, record-retention, litigation holds and
eDiscovery. Ms. Childers helps create processes and practices to improve the day-to-day efficiency
of teams, facilitate change and control costs. She oversees the bank’s Compliance, Community Rein-
vestment Act and Legal Order Processing departments, and assists with the management of all legal
functions in the Legal Department. Ms. Childers has served as an adjunct professor at Valparaiso
University School of Law, where she taught UCC: Payment and Credit Systems. She also has been
involved in the Credit Abuse Resistance Education Program (CARE) and the Constitutional Rights
Foundation’s Edward J. Lewis II Lawyers in the Classroom Program. Prior to joining First American
Bank, Ms. Childers was a partner at Jenner & Block LLP, where she practiced from 2002-13 in the
firm’s Bankruptcy, Workout, and Corporate Reorganization Practice Group. She represented parties
in complex bankruptcy litigation matters and debtors and trustees in chapter 7 and 11 cases. She also
represented lenders in a variety of litigation proceedings. Ms. Childers was named an Illinois Super
Lawyer in 2013 for Bankruptcy & Creditor/Debtor Rights and in 2014 for Bankruptcy: Business.
She received her B.S. in business administration-management from the University of Nevada, Las
Vegas and her J.D. magna cum laude from Valparaiso University School of Law, where she served
on the Valparaiso University Law Review.

Hon. Daniel P. Collins is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Arizona in Phoenix, appointed
on Jan. 18, 2013. He served as chief judge from 2014-18 and is presently a conflicts judge in the
Districts of Guam, Hawaii and Southern California. Previously, Judge Collins was a shareholder
with the Collins, May, Potenza, Baran & Gillespie, P.C. in Phoenix, practicing primarily in the areas
of bankruptcy, commercial litigation and commercial transactions. He is president of the National
Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy, served on
ABI’s Board of Directors, is on the board of the Phoenix Chapter of the Federal Bar Association
and is a member of the University of Arizona Law School’s Board of Visitors. He also is a founding
member of the Arizona Bankruptcy American Inn of Court. Judge Collins received both his B.S. in
finance and accounting in 1980 and his J.D. in 1983 from the University of Arizona.
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Prof. Laura N. Coordes is professor of law at Arizona State University’s Sandra Day O’Connor
College of Law in Phoenix. Her research focuses on bankruptcy and financial distress and includes
commercial law, large corporate reorganizations, and local government finance and policy. She
teaches chapter 11 bankruptcy, advanced bankruptcy, secured transactions (in person and online)
and contracts. Prof. Coordes is an active ABI member and was a 2020 honoree of ABI’s “40 Under
40” program. She served on the board of the American Bankruptcy Law Journal from 2019-22 and
is an Honorary Master of the Arizona Bankruptcy American Inn of Court. She also serves on the
Education Committee for Credit Abuse Resistance Education (CARE). Prof. Coordes is currently
serving as the Reporter for the Uniform Law Commission’s Drafting Committee on Assignments for
the Benefit of Creditors. She co-authored The Law of Bankruptcy (6th ed.). She also is a contributor
to the SLoGLaw Blog and a contributing editor for Bankruptcy Law Letter. Before coming to the
College of Law, Prof. Coordes practiced in the Business, Finance and Restructuring Department at
Weil, Gotshal & Manges in New York. She received her J.D. with honors from The University of
Chicago Law School, where she was a Bradley Fellow and served on The University of Chicago Law
Review, after which she completed a legal fellowship at the Student Press Law Center.

Eric A.W. Danner, CPA, CIRA, CTP is a partner in the Restructuring and Dispute Resolution Prac-
tice of CohnReznick LLP in New York. He has more than 25 years of experience providing financial
consulting and economic analysis to public and privately held companies. Mr. Danner’s industry
experience includes consumer, distribution, environmental services, financial services, health care,
industrial, manufacturing, media, real estate, retail, technology, telecommunications, textiles and
transportation. He has advised crisis-management situations by creating and implementing turn-
around business plans, and has acted in chief restructuring officer (CRO), chief financial officer
(CFO) and chief operating officer (COO) roles in both out-of-court and bankruptcy contexts. He also
is experienced in providing a variety of fiduciary services, including wind-down leadership, litiga-
tion management and creditor claims resolution. Mr. Danner received his B.A. from Vassar College
and his M.B.A. from Boston University.

Warren Darakananda, CFA, CPA, ABV is an associate in the Bankruptcy and Restructuring Prac-
tice at The Brattle Group in San Francisco and Los Angeles. He specializes in providing financial
advisory, forensic accounting, fraud examination and expert testimony services to companies and
their investors. Mr. Darakananda specializes in valuation, due diligence, accounting, financial re-
porting, claims analysis, securities analysis and fraud investigation, particularly in the context of
corporate transactions. His recent engagements include matters involving Washington Prime Group,
Tuesday Morning, Inc. and Twitter. He also has analyzed cross-border transactions, particularly
those between the U.S. and Latin America, Australia and Asia. Mr. Darakananda is a Certified Public
Accountant licensed to practice public accountancy by the California Board of Accountancy, and he
is a member of the Chartered Financial Analyst Institute, the Association of Certified Fraud Examin-
ers, the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants and the National Asian Pacific American
Bar Association. He is Accredited in Business Valuation by the AICPA. Mr. Darakananda received
his his B.A./B.S. in economics and mathematics from the University of California, Los Angeles and
his M.B.A. in finance from The Wharton School, The University of Pennsylvania.

Gregory V. Demo is an attorney with Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones in New York and regularly
represents hedge funds and other significant holders of securities in connection with complex chapter
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11 reorganizations. In addition, he is part of the firm’s team handling insolvency-related sales and
acquisitions. Mr. Demo is adept at creating litigation strategies for investments in state, federal and
bankruptcy court, and overseeing all aspects of the implementation of such strategies. He is admitted
to practice in New York and Illinois. Mr. Demo received his B.A. magna cum laude in 2003 from
Marquette University and his J.D. in 2008 from the College of William & Mary School of Law, where
he was elected to the Order of the Coif, served on the William & Mary Law Review and graduated
second in his class.

Ted A. Dillman is a partner with Latham & Watkins LLP in Los Angeles, where he represents debtors,
creditors, investment funds and buyers in corporate restructuring, distressed M&A and out-of-court
workouts, as well as special situations finance and corporate matters. He also serves as vice chair of
the firm’s Retail & Consumer Products Industry Group, as well as on the firm’s Finance Committee
and Ethics Committee. Mr. Dillman regularly helps clients navigate large-scale corporate bankrupt-
cies, cross-border restructurings and a variety of special-situations financing and M&A transactions
across industries. He also represents hedge funds, private-equity funds, direct lenders and strategic
buyers in wide range of challenged M&A and finance matters. Mr. Dillman is a past president of the
Financial Lawyers Conference and a member of its Board of Governors. He often writes and speaks
on intellectual property, M&A and finance-related issues. Mr. Dillman is recognized by Chambers
USA for his Bankruptcy/Restructuring work in California and was named a 2021 Rising Star in the
Bankruptcy industry by Law360. Business Insider also recognized him in a feature on top bankruptcy
and restructuring lawyers for his representation of Lucky Brand in its restructuring, and of Sycamore
Partners in department store chain Belk’s prepackaged proceedings. Mr. Dillman received his B.A.
with a concentration in history from the University of California at Berkeley and his J.D. from the
University of Southern California Law School, where he was a founding member of its Small Busi-
ness Clinic, which advised clients on entity selection, formation, governance and ongoing compli-
ance.

Hon. Robert D. Drain is Of Counsel with Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP in New
York and previously served for 20 years as a U.S. bankruptcy judge for the Southern District of New
York, presiding over several high-profile and impactful cases involving well-known companies and
organizations. Prior to leaving the bench in 2022, Judge Drain oversaw proceedings ranging from
large chapter 11 corporate restructurings and consumer-level bankruptcies to international chapter
15 matters. He also served as a court-appointed mediator for other judges in numerous cases. In his
current practice, Judge Drain advises on U.S. and cross-border chapter 11 and 15 reorganizations,
out-of-court restructurings, debtor-in-possession loans, secured financings, distressed M&A and in-
vestments in troubled companies, and potential examiner or trustee roles and mediations. He is a Fel-
low of the American College of Bankruptcy, a member and former Board member ABI, and a former
board member and officer of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges. For several years, he
chaired the Bankruptcy Judges Advisory Group established by the Administrative Office of the U.S.
Courts, and he currently serves on the FDIC’s Systemic Resolution Advisory Committee. In addition,
he was a founding member and chair of the Judicial Insolvency Network, which developed, among
other issuances, guidelines that were adopted by courts in the U.S. and abroad for cooperation and
communication in concurrent transnational insolvency cases. He also annually presided over a mock
transnational bankruptcy case for the International Association of Restructuring, Insolvency & Bank-
ruptcy Professionals’ (INSOL) training program, and he is a member of the International Insolvency
Institute. Judge Drain is currently an adjunct professor at Pace University School of Law and a former
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adjunct professor in St. John’s University School of Law’s LL.M. in Bankruptcy Program. Judge
Drain has published in treatises on bankruptcy law and frequently lectured on bankruptcy law in mul-
tiple programs for the Federal Judicial Center, the NCBJ, the ABI, AIRA, TMA, PLI, the American
College of Bankruptcy, the International Insolvency Institute, the Federal Bar Council, Columbia
University School of Law and national, international and local bar associations, as well as in judicial
and professional interchanges with judges and practitioners in South America, Europe, China, South
Korea, Singapore and India. Prior to his time on the court, he spent nearly 20 years in private prac-
tice, including 10 years as a partner in the bankruptcy and restructuring practice of another global
law firm. He also authored a novel, The Great Work in the United States of America. Judge Drain
received his B.A. cum laude from Yale University and his J.D. from Columbia University School of
Law, where he was a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar for three years.

Jan Duke is COO of a360inc in San Antonio, which incorporates, integrates and connects leading
technology platforms across mortgage origination, servicing and default, while including process-
driven efficiencies in ancillary transactional areas like claims handling, notary services, title search
and title data information. She leads the company’s Sales Operations team and oversees the imple-
mentation and support of CaseAware, the company’s comprehensive case-management software, as
well as a suite of servicer solutions that includes VendorScape, iClear and CMAX. Ms. Duke’s ex-
pertise extends to the legal field, where she has held senior leadership positions in human resources,
information technology, support services, operations management and compliance. She brings nearly
20 years of experience to her role.

Shari I. Dwoskin is a partner in Brown Rudnick LLP’s Bankruptcy & Corporate Restructuring Prac-
tice Group in Boston. She represents creditors’ committees, tort victims, bondholders, equity interest-
holders, and debtors in chapter 11 restructurings and litigation arising from related disputes, as well
as out-of-court wind-downs. Ms. Dwoskin has experience managing many facets of the restructuring
process in some of the largest recent bankruptcy cases, including negotiating restructuring support
agreements, plans and DIPs; plan-confirmation trials; valuation; avoidance actions; bankruptcy auc-
tions; the claims-resolution process; and related motion practice and litigation. She also regularly
consults with Brown Rudnick’s Corporate, Intellectual Property and Real Estate Groups on bankrupt-
cy-related matters. Ms. Dwoskin co-chairs the New England Network of the International Women’s
Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC) and was named an Up and Coming Lawyer by
Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly in 2021. She received her B.A. in 2002 from McGill University, her
M.A. in 2006 from Harvard University and her J.D. in 2014 from Harvard University, where she was
editor-in-chief of the American Criminal Law Review and was a member of the Georgetown Law
Barristers’ Council, Appellate Advocacy Division.

Anne Eberhardt is a senior director with Gavin/Solmonese LLC in New York City. She has more
than 20 years of experience conducting forensic investigations, building financial reporting systems,
resolving economic disputes, testing compliance, building and testing financial models, liquidating
assets, and strengthening anti-corruption capacity in some of the world’s most difficult environments.
Ms. Eberhardt’s clients include top-tier financial services companies, global pharmaceutical com-
panies, government agencies, and international nongovernmental organizations. She is proficient in
Spanish and is a frequent speaker on topics of corporate governance, fraud, anti-corruption and mon-
ey laundering. Ms. Eberhardt received her B.S. in finance with an emphasis in quantitative methods
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from Brigham Young University and her M.B.A. from Brigham Young University’s Marriott School
of Management.

Nan R. Eitel is associate general counsel for chapter 11 practice with the Executive Office for U.S.
Trustees (EOUST) in Washington, D.C. Working with other members of the General Counsel’s of-
fice, Ms. Eitel is responsible for handling all chapter 11 cases supervised by the U.S. Trustee Pro-
gram (USTP). She advises the USTP’s 93 field offices and 21 regions on complex chapter 11 issues,
and coordinates with the EOUST to develop and promote consistent positions on chapter 11 issues
significant to the USTP. In 2015, Ms. Eitel received the Attorney General’s Award for Outstanding
Contributions by a New Employee, which recognizes exceptional performance and notable accom-
plishments toward the Department of Justice’s mission by an employee with fewer than five years of
federal service. In 2018, the Attorney General recognized her with a Distinguished Service Award,
the Department’s second-highest honor for employee performance. Before joining the EOUST, Ms.
Eitel was a partner in the law firm of Jones Walker, where she practiced in bankruptcy and commer-
cial litigation for 21 years. Ms. Eitel received her J.D. from the University of Virginia School of Law
and her B.A. cum laude from Georgetown University in 1984.

Shana A. Elberg is a partner in the New York office of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP,
where she concentrates on corporate and business reorganizations and bankruptcy matters, including
cross-border representations. She has experience advising the full range of parties-in-interest in a
variety of distressed situations and restructuring transactions. Ms. Elberg has represented companies,
creditors, equityholders, lenders, investors, sellers and purchasers in matters including prepackaged
and prearranged bankruptcies, traditional chapter 11 cases and out-of-court workouts and acquisi-
tions. She has experience working across a wide variety of industries, including pharmaceuticals,
energy, financial services, sports, shipping and retail. Ms. Elberg also has significant M&A, capital
markets and general corporate experience. Additionally, she has been involved in more than 20 de-
SPAC transactions, representing SPACs, targets and placement agents. Ms. Elberg received the Bur-
ton Award for Legal Writing and has been recognized by Turnarounds & Workouts as an Outstanding
Young Restructuring Lawyer. She also has been selected for inclusion in Chambers USA for her work
in bankruptcy and restructuring. Ms. Elberg serves on Skadden’s Policy Committee (the firm’s gov-
erning body) as well as its Diversity, Hiring and Summer Associate committees, and she chairs the
New York office’s Diversity Committee. She also served on the steering/planning committee for Fo-
cus on Gender Diversity, a corporate restructuring-focused gender equity initiative. In addition, she is
a member of the UJA-Federation of New York’s Next Generation Bankruptcy Leadership Group and
a member of the Practical Law Bankruptcy Advisory Board, and she is a co-author of the Chambers
International Insolvency Guide. Ms. Elberg received her B.S. in 1998 from Cornell University and
her J.D. in 2001 from Cornell Law School.

Edward T. Gavin, CTP is a managing director and founding partner of Gavin/Solmonese LLC in
Wilmington, Del., where he leads the firm’s Corporate Recovery Practice and specializes in complex
bankruptcy matters, representing debtors and creditors as financial advisor, asset sale advisor, CRO
or in other responsible party roles. He is frequently appointed liquidating trustee, litigation trustee or
plan administrator for post-confirmation liquidating trusts. Mr. Gavin provides expert testimony on
asset sale processes under § 363, ordinary-course-of-business defenses in preference litigation, and
fiduciary duties of management. His engagements have included responsibilities as CRO, bankruptcy
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and nonbankruptcy financial advisor to debtors and creditors committees, interim-management ap-
pointments, business viability assessments, mergers and acquisitions, business integrations and stra-
tegic sales, corporate strategy and policy development and implementation, e-commerce and market-
ing strategy development, process re-engineering, and enterprise resource planning (ERP) system
implementation and assessment. Mr. Gavin is a Past President of ABI, and during his term he created
ABI’s Task Force on Veterans & Servicemembers’ Affairs. He served as ABI’s Vice President-De-
velopment, co-chair of ABI’s Financial Advisors & Investment Banking Committee (2010-12), and
co-chair and Education Director of ABI’s Ethics Committee (2008-10). He also co-chaired ABI’s
Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Workshop from 2009-14. Mr. Gavin writes the “Turnaround Tactics” blog
for Forbes and has written for the ABI Journal, among others. He also served on ABI’s Civility Task
Force and National Ethics Standards Task Force, leading that group’s Solicitation Protocols Subcom-
mittee. Mr. Gavin hosts Business/Disrupted, a more-or-less weekly radio show and podcast discuss-
ing the unappreciated business aspects of everyday things. He also co-authored ABI’s Chief Restruc-
turing Officer s Guide to Bankruptcy. Mr. Gavin attended the University of the Arts in Philadelphia,
studying music theory and education.

Ivan M. Gold is Of Counsel to Allen Matkins Leck Gamble Mallory & Natsis LLP in its San Fran-
cisco office, where he represents clients in all areas of real estate-related litigation in state and federal
courts, as well as contested matters and adversary proceedings in bankruptcy court. He has expe-
rience in breach-of-lease and unlawful-detainer litigation, as well as pre-litigation counseling and
negotiation involving a wide variety of commercial real estate, including neighborhood and regional
shopping centers, office buildings, warehouse and industrial properties, data centers, restaurants and
hotels. Mr. Gold represents shopping center developers and landlords of office and data center prop-
erties in major bankruptcy proceedings throughout the U.S. He also has utilized alternative dispute
resolution in a wide variety of disputes, including arbitration, mediation and private judge proceed-
ings. Prior to joining Allen Matkins, Mr. Gold was senior counsel at Brobeck, Phleger & Harrison
LLP and a partner in the San Francisco law firm of Berg, Ziegler, Anderson & Parker. He has spoken
at continuing education programs sponsored by ABI and the International Council of Shopping Cen-
ters, State Bar of California, Bar Association of San Francisco and California Continuing Education
of the Bar on such topics as landlord/tenant disputes, the treatment of leases in bankruptcy proceed-
ings, alternative dispute resolution and real estate-related litigation. Mr. Gold received his B.S. from
American University and his J.D. from the University of California, Hastings College of the Law.

Tal Goldsmith is a partner with Stephenson Harwood LLP in London, where she specializes in all
aspects of the recovery of assets into insolvent estates by receivers, liquidators, administrators and
trustees in bankruptcy. She also advises international corporate and individual clients on how to best
use insolvency processes and powers as part of a wider asset-recovery toolkit. Ms. Goldsmith acts
in specialist insolvency proceedings and also has significant experience in shareholder disputes and
related Companies Act litigation. In addition to her work for officeholders, she provides advice to
corporate and individual clients regarding the implications of insolvency for them and members of
their supply chain, on the risks associated with acquisitions of businesses and assets from insolvent
companies, and on structuring transactions to ensure that they comply with companies and insol-
vency legislation. This has recently involved a number of significant board advisory and directors’
duties engagements. Early in her career, Ms. Goldsmith spent time working in industry for a market-
leading asset-recovery team, and also completed a secondment in the recoveries team of a clearing
bank, which gave her a unique understanding of how such clients operate and enabled her to better
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meet their requirements. A nonpracticing barrister, she went on to cross qualify and was admitted to
the Roll in 2009. Ms. Goldsmith was listed in The Legal 500 UK for 2023. She received her LL.B.
with honors in 2001 from the University of Bristol.

Timothy E. Graulich is a Restructuring partner with Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP in New York and
head of International Restructuring. He is experienced in U.S. and cross-border restructurings, in-
cluding in Bermuda, Brazil, Canada, Cayman Islands, China, Curacao, England, Hong Kong, Ireland,
Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, New Zealand, the Netherlands, Mexico and Mongolia. He has represented
public and private companies, agent banks and lenders, acquirers and hedge funds in connection
with prepackaged and traditional bankruptcies, out-of-court workouts, DIP and exit financings, bank-
ruptcy litigation and §363 sales. Mr. Graulich was named an “Outstanding Restructuring Lawyer” by
Turnarounds & Workouts in 2013 and 2018. He is an INSOL Fellow, co-chair of the USA/Canada/
Caribbean Regional Committee of the International Insolvency Institute, and co-chair of the Insol-
vent Financial Institutions Subcommittee of the Insolvency Section of the International Bar Associa-
tion. Previously, Mr. Graulich was counsel at Davis Polk & Wardwell and an associate with Weil,
Gotshal & Manges. He received his B.A. summa cum laude in philosophy and political science from
St. John’s University, his J.D. from St. John’s University School of Law, where he was a St. Thomas
More Scholar and a member of the 4Bl Law Review, and his LL.M. in Bankruptcy from St. John’s
University School of Law.

Hon. John T. Gregg is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Michigan in Grand Rap-
ids, appointed on July 17, 2014. He was recently appointed to the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel for
the Sixth Circuit. Previously, Judge Gregg was a partner with the law firm of Barnes & Thornburg
LLP, where he focused on corporate restructuring, bankruptcy and other insolvency matters. Judge
Gregg served as chair of the education committee of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges
for 2022, serves on the ABI’s Board of Directors, was recently inducted as a Fellow of the Ameri-
can College of Bankruptcy, and is a member of the American Law Institute. He is a frequent writer
and speaker on bankruptcy and other commercial issues, and he has written and co-edited numerous
secondary sources, including Collier Guide to Chapter 11, published by LexisNexis; Strategies for
Secured Creditors in Workouts and Foreclosures, published by ALI-ABA; Issues for Suppliers and
Customers of Financially Troubled Auto Suppliers, published by ABI; Michigan Security Interests in
Personal Property, published by the Institute of Continuing Legal Education; Handling Consumer
and Small Business Bankruptcies in Michigan, published by the Institute of Continuing Legal Educa-
tion; Interrupted! Understanding Bankruptcy's Effects on Manufacturing Supply Chains, published
by ABI; and Receiverships in Michigan, published by the Institute of Continuing Legal Education.
Judge Gregg received his B.A. in 1996 from the University of Michigan and his J.D. in 2002 from
DePaul University College of Law.

Hon. Michelle M. Harner is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Maryland in Baltimore, ap-
pointed in 2017. Prior to her appointment to the bench, she was the Francis King Carey Professor of
Law and the Director of the Business Law Program at the University of Maryland Francis King Carey
School of Law, where she taught courses in bankruptcy and creditors’ rights, business associations,
business planning, corporate finance and the legal profession. Judge Harner lectured frequently dur-
ing her academic career on various topics involving corporate governance, financially distressed enti-
ties, risk management and related legal issues. Her academic scholarship is widely published, with



AMERICAN BANKRUPTCY INSTITUTE

her publications appearing in, among others, the Vanderbilt Law Review, Notre Dame Law Review,
Washington University Law Review, Minnesota Law Review, Indiana Law Journal, Fordham Law
Review (reprinted in Corporate Practice Commentator), Washington & Lee Law Review, William &
Mary Law Review, University of lllinois Law Review, Arizona Law Review (reprinted in Corporate
Practice Commentator) and Florida Law Review. Judge Harner has served as the Associate Reporter
to the Advisory Committee on the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure, the Reporter to the ABI
Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11, and most recently chaired the Dodd-Frank Study
Working Group for the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts. She also served as the Robert M.
Zinman ABI Resident Scholar for the fall of 2015. She most recently served as the chair of the Dodd-
Frank Study Working Group for the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts. Judge Harner is an
elected conferee of the National Bankruptcy Conference, an elected Fellow of the American College
of Bankruptcy, and an elected member of the American Law Institute. She previously was in private
practice in the business restructuring, insolvency, bankruptcy and related transactional fields, most
recently as a partner at the Chicago office of the international law firm Jones Day. Judge Harner re-
ceived her B.A. cum laude from Boston College in 1992 and her J.D. summa cum laude from The
Ohio State University College of Law in 1995.

Hon. Bruce A. Harwood is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of New Hampshire in Con-
cord, appointed to the bench in March 2013. He also serves on the First Circuit’s Bankruptcy Appel-
late Panel. Prior to his appointment to the bench, Judge Harwood chaired the Bankruptcy, Insolvency
and Creditors’ Rights Group at Sheehan Phinney Bass + Green in Manchester, N.H., representing
business debtors, asset-purchasers, secured and unsecured creditors, creditors’ committees, trustees
in bankruptcy, and insurance and banking regulators in connection with the rehabilitation and liqui-
dation of insolvent insurers and trust companies. He was a chapter 7 panel trustee in the District of
New Hampshire and mediated insolvency-related disputes. Judge Harwood is ABI’s Vice President-
Communication, Information & Technology, and serves on its Executive Committee. He previously
served as ABI’s Secretary, as co-chair of ABI’s Commercial Fraud Committee, as program co-chair
and judicial chair of ABI’s Northeast Bankruptcy Conference, and as Northeast Regional Chair of
the ABI Endowment Fund’s Development Committee. He also served on ABI’s Civility Task Force.
Judge Harwood is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and was consistently recognized
in the bankruptcy law section of The Best Lawyers in America, in New England SuperLawyers and by
Chambers USA. He received his B.A. from Northwestern University and his J.D. from Washington
University School of Law.

Hon. Thomas M. Horan is U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Delware in Wilmington, ap-
pointed in 2023. He previously practiced law in Wilmington for 18 years, focusing on financial re-
structuring and bankruptcy litigation. Most recently, Judge Horan had been a member of the Bank-
ruptcy, Insolvency and Restructuring group at Cozen O’Connor, a national firm headquartered in
Philadelphia with a Wilmington office. He joined Cozen in a group-wide 2020 defection from Fox
Rothschild, for which he had worked since its own 2018 merger with Wilmington-based Shaw Fish-
man Glantz & Towbin. Judge Horan’s national practice included representing debtors and official un-
secured creditor committees in complex chapter 11 proceedings, and he represented secured creditors
and other parties in litigation. He also frequently provided opinion letters on commercial transactions
and represented parties before the state’s Court of Chancery and Superior Court. Last year, Judge
Horan was named to Lawdragon’s list of the Top 500 U.S. bankruptcy and restructuring lawyers. He
also serves on ABI’s Board of Directors. Judge Horan received his B.A. in 1989 and his M. A. in 1992
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from Fordham University, and his J.D. cum laude from St. John’s University School of Law in 2002,
where he was executive notes and comments editor for the ABI Law Review.

Hannah W. Hutman is a partner at Hoover Penrod, PLC in Harrisonburg, Va., where she represents
businesses and individuals in bankruptcy proceedings and creditor negotiations. Her practice areas
include bankruptcy, debtor and creditor rights, and general corporate work. In addition to represent-
ing businesses and individuals in bankruptcy proceedings, Ms. Hutman has represented national and
regional banks in all aspects of commercial collections, including restructuring obligations, asset
liquidations and dispositions, and foreclosure. She also is a member of the panel of chapter 7 trustees
for the Western District of Virginia, a frequent presenter on a wide variety of insolvency-related top-
ics, and co-author of a chapter in Bankruptcy Practice in Virginia. She has been active in the Virginia
network of the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation and is a past chair
of the Board of Governors for the Bankruptcy Law Section of the Virginia State Bar. Ms. Hutman is
AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell, has routinely been listed in Super Lawyers as a “Rising Star” and
selected as a member of Virginia’s “Legal Elite,” and was honored as one of ABI’s “40 Under 40” in
2018. Ms. Hutman received her B.A. summa cum laude from Columbia Union College in Takoma
Park, Md., and her J.D. from the Marshall Wythe School of Law at the College of William and Mary
in Williamsburg, Va.

Patricia B. Jefferson is a principal at Miles & Stockbridge P.C. in Baltimore in its Creditors’ Rights
and Bankruptcy Group, as well as the Real Estate and Commercial Finance Group. She represents
diverse clients (lenders, unsecured creditors, potential asset-purchasers, trustees and other interested
parties) in all aspects of bankruptcy cases, including cash collateral, debtor-in-possession financing,
asset sales, dischargeability litigation, claims objections, avoidance actions and lease disputes. Ad-
ditionally, she represents and advises secured lenders in formulating and executing workout strate-
gies outside of bankruptcy. In addition to her bankruptcy experience, Ms. Jefferson regularly advises
clients regarding distressed real estate and commercial foreclosures and receivership actions. She
has served on the panel of chapter 7 bankruptcy trustees for the U.S. District Court for the District
of Maryland since 2019, and has been appointed as a receiver under Maryland’s Uniform Commer-
cial Receivership Act. Ms. Jefferson is a regular speaker at legal education seminars and has been
recognized as a leading bankruptcy lawyer in Baltimore by Chambers USA since 2015. In addition,
she was included in the Maryland Daily Record’s “VIP List: Successful before 40 in 2018, and was
recognized as an emerging leader by The M&A Advisor in 2019. Ms. Jefferson received her J.D. with
honors from the University of Maryland School of Law, where she was elected to the Order of Bar-
risters and served as an associate editor of The Business Lawyer and as vice-president of the Moot
Court Board.

Hon. Stacey G. C. Jernigan is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Texas in
Dallas, initially appointed on May 12, 2006. Prior to her appointment, she practiced for 17 years in
the Business Reorganization and Bankruptcy Practice Group of Haynes and Boone LLP in Dallas,
where she represented debtors, committees and purchasers in large, complex chapter 11 cases and
out-of-court workouts, particularly with regard to energy companies, regulated entities, real estate
businesses and public companies. She was also an advisor to the California Legislature in Sacramen-
to in connection with the California utility financial crisis in 2001. Judge Jernigan is Board Certified
in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification, a Fellow of the American Col-
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lege of Bankruptcy and a Fellow of the Texas and Dallas Bar Foundations. She is a frequent author
and has been recognized by Chambers USA, D. Magazine and Texas Monthly Law & Politics. Judge
Jernigan received her B.B.A. magna cum laude from Southern Methodist University in 1986 and her
J.D. from the University of Texas Law School in 1989.

Ericka F. Johnson is a director at Bayard, P.A. in Wilmington, Del., and chair of its restructuring
and reorganization practice. She is well-versed in bankruptcy litigation matters, including preference,
fraudulent transfer, turnover, and breaches of contract and fiduciary-duty actions. Ms. Johnson regu-
larly litigates contested matters, including involuntary bankruptcies, motions for the appointment of
chapter 11 trustees, claim objections, plan confirmation objections, and dismissal/conversion mo-
tions. Her diverse practice spans a wide range of industries, and her clients include debtors, creditors’
committees, trustees and governmental units through the restructuring process. Ms. Johnson formerly
worked for a leading bank holding company, where she managed consumer finance operations and
internal risk assessments and audits from the U.S. Office of the Comptroller of the Currency. She is
active in the legal community and has held positions locally and nationally in various organizations,
including the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC), for which
she has served on its board of directors and is currently serving as the chair of the Delaware Network
and chair of the IWIRC at the Shore conference. She also sits on ABI’s Board of Directors and serves
on its Education Committee, through which she assists with the planning of ABI’s Annual Spring
Meeting and Winter Leadership Conference and ABI’s panels at the National Conference of Bank-
ruptcy Judges. She also is a published author and a frequent speaker on issues and developments in
bankruptcy and insolvency law. Ms. Johnson received her B.A. from the University of Delaware and
her J.D. from Delaware Law School, where she was a member of the Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society,
president of the Moot Court Honor Society and a member of the Delaware Journal of Corporate Law,
and received the Outstanding Service Award.

Richelle Kalnit is a senior vice president with Hilco Streambank in New York, where she manages
intellectual property disposition engagements for the firm. She has experience in the sale of intangi-
ble assets in bankruptcy, Article 9 foreclosure transactions, out-of-court sale processes, receiverships
and assignments for the benefit of creditors. Having managed sale processes for assets including
brands, software, patent portfolios, digital assets and marketplace accounts, Ms. Kalnit is well-versed
in structuring sale processes and bringing those processes to value maximizing conclusions, whether
through creative auction techniques or private transactions. A frequent panelist and contributor on
topics related to asset sales and intangible assets, she joined Hilco Streambank after having practiced
restructuring law for more than a decade. Ms. Kalnit is a founding member and co-chair of the Hilco
Global Women’s Business Resource Group. Prior to joining Hilco Streambank, she was a member of
the bankruptcy and restructuring group of Cooley LLP. During her tenure at the firm, she managed the
sale, reorganization and/or liquidation of several of the nation’s most prominent retailers, consumer
product companies, hotels and restaurants. She began her career at the law firm of King & Spalding
LLP. Ms. Kalnit is a member of the University of Pennsylvania Professional Women’s Alliance, ABI,
the Turnaround Management Association, the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring
Confederation and the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees. She received her undergraduate
degree cum laude from the University of Pennsylvania and her J.D. cum laude from the Benjamin N.
Cardozo School of Law at Yeshiva University, where she was in the top 10% of her class.
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Michael Katzenstein is senior managing director and leader of Interim Management at FTI Con-
sulting, Inc. in New York. He specializes in in-court and out-of-court restructurings and has led en-
gagements across many industries including traditional and new media, entertainment, technology,
biotechnology, telecommunications, and other subscriber-based businesses and investment funds and
fund liquidations. He has decades of cross-border restructuring experience and is called upon to
advise in many of the largest and most complex situations. Mr. Katzenstein is regularly called upon
to lead and assist in implementing strategy for companies in financial or operating distress or transi-
tion. His clients include large and mid-sized corporations and many major financial institutions and
hedge funds. Mr. Katzenstein served as chairman of the board of directors at Caribbean Asset Hold-
ings, cable television, ILEC and competitive wireless operations in the U.S. Virgin Islands, British
Virgin Islands and St. Maartin. He also served as chairman of the board of directors and member of
the executive and audit committees at RCN, a business/enterprise CLEC and broadband services
provider in major U.S. markets. In addition, he served on the board of directors and audit committee
at Sun-Times Media Group, which owned and operated more than 30 newspaper titles in the greater
Chicago market, and the board of directors at GSI Group. Mr. Katzenstein is a post-effective liquidat-
ing trustee for the Sun-Times estate and serves as monitor for the benefit of claimant trusts in the first
St Vincent’s hospital restructuring. On many occasions, he has served as a consulting or testifying
witness on industry and corporate governance issues, and he has significant testimony experience, in-
cluding in his capacity as CRO or financial advisor in restructuring proceedings. He began his career
as a mergers and acquisitions and securities lawyer and was a partner in a New York law firm. Mr.
Katzenstein received his B.A. in political science from the State University of New York at Bingham-
ton and his J.D. from Boston University School of Law.

Melissa S. Kibler, CPA, CIRA, CTP, CFF and CDBYV is a senior managing director in the Chicago
office of Accordion Partners, which acquired Mackinac Partners, her previous firm, in May 2021.
She has more than 30 years of experience providing financial advisory, restructuring and turnaround
management services to Fortune 500 and mid-sized companies and their stakeholders. Ms. Kibler
recently served as an expert on feasibility in the Boy Scouts of America matter; CRO in the bank-
ruptcies of Rubio’s Restaurants, a 170-unit Mexican coastal grill, and Juno, previously the third-
largest ride-hailing company in New York; and as the CFO of Edmentum, a leading provider of K-12
online learning solutions. She also has extensive investigative, litigation and valuation experience,
including insolvency-related litigation, avoidance actions, fraud investigations, merger and acquisi-
tion disputes, director and officer claims, and other commercial litigation support. Ms. Kibler was
previously a senior managing director in the Chicago office and an executive committee member of
Mesirow Financial Consulting following its 2004 acquisition of the corporate recovery practice of
KPMG LLP, where she had served as partner-in-charge of the Midwest Corporate Recovery practice
and the Pacific Northwest Corporate Recovery and Forensic & Litigation Services practices since
1999 after starting her career at PricewaterhouseCoopers. Ms. Kibler currently chairs the American
College of Bankruptcy, and her prior leadership roles in professional associations include ABI Presi-
dent and Chair, director of INSOL International and chair of the AICPA Bankruptcy Task Force. She
received the 2022 Global M&A Network USA Women Dealmakers DEI Award and the 2021 Global
M&A Network’s Women’s Leadership Award, and she was named the Chicago Chapter Turnaround
Management Association’s 2021 CTP of the Year, Consulting Magazine’s 2013 Women Leader in
Consulting, Illinois CPA Society’s 2011 Women to Watch, the IWIRC 2010 Woman of the Year in
Restructuring, Crain's Chicago Business’s 2004 40 Under 40, and the 2003 CIRA Gold Medal Win-
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ner. Ms. Kibler received her B.A. in accounting summa cum laude from Texas A&M University and
her M.B.A. from Southern Methodist University, graduating first in her class.

Jeannie Kim is an associate in the Finance and Bankruptcy Practice Group in Sheppard Mullin’s San
Francisco office. She represents corporate debtors-in-possession, official committees of unsecured
creditors, chapter 11 trustees, asset-purchasers and individual creditors in all aspects of complex
chapter 11 cases, related litigation, state and federal receivership cases, state insolvency proceedings
and out-of-court workouts. She has also represented financial institutions, technology companies,
commercial landlords and vendors as secured creditors, contract counterparties and administrative
creditors in insolvency proceedings. Ms. Kim has provided general legal counsel to commercial
clients in a range of industries including technology, commercial leasing, entertainment, retail, hos-
pitality, manufacturing and distribution, consumer products, alternative energy, mining, aviation and
real estate development. She was featured as a “Southern California Rising Star” in Super Lawyers
from 2013-16, and in 2017 was selected for the inaugural class of ABI’s “40 Under 40.” Ms. Kim
received her B.A. in history from the University of California, Los Angeles a postgraduate diploma
in International Political Thought from the University of St. Andrews (Scotland) and her J.D. from
Loyola Law School.

Suzanne A. Koenig, LNHA, CTP, LSW is president and founder of SAK Management Services,
LLC in Riverwoods, Ill., a nationally recognized health care management and consulting services
firm, with specific expertise in senior living, skilled nursing and long-term-care facilities. As owner
and operator of SAK Healthcare for more than 30 years, she provides assictance in the areas of opera-
tions improvement, staff development, business acumen and quality assurance. Having owned senior
living facilities herself, Ms. Koenig understands the challenges and opportunities confronting senior
living and long-term-care providers in managing the industry’s changing dynamics. She has held
executive positions in marketing, development and operations management for both regional and na-
tional health care providers representing property portfolios throughout the country. She also has held
numerous appointments as the Patient Care Ombudsman in several health care bankruptcy filings in
Delaware and throughout the U.S. Ms. Koenig is the most frequent court-appointed Patient Care Om-
budsman to medical facilities, advocating for patient care, in the country. She also has held manage-
ment roles with more than 500 facilities nationwide, providing in-house management to restore care
and fiscal responsibility while establishing administrative teams to lead each facility in the future.
Ms. Koenig has been an officer and director for several long-term-care-provider associations, and is
an ABI Board member and co-chairs ABI’s Health Care Committee. In addition, she is a member of
the Global Turnaround Management Association’s (TMA’s) Board of Trustees and a member of the
Negotiating Team Task Force in Arizona, designing and negotiating the contract between the state
and counties for delivery of Indigent Health Services. Ms. Koenig is the only non-lawyer and non-
Attorney General invited by the National Association of Attorney Generals to participate on a panel,
“Patient Care Ombudsman,” addressing the Patient Care Ombudsman’s interaction with the states
in their role as Patient Care Regulator, and she has testified before the House of Representatives as
an industry expert in funding the long-term-care industry. She received her Bachelor of Social Work
degree from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and her M.S. from Spertus College.

Rudhir Krishtel is CEO, lead speaker, facilitator and executive coach at Krishtel LLC in San Fran-
cisco, which he founded in 2018. Prior to becoming a speaker and coach, he practiced law for 15
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years as a litigation partner at a top law firm, then as senior patent counsel at Apple. His lawyer days
led him to train as a teacher for yoga and mindfulness meditation, and as a professional coach and
facilitator to help serve as a resource for the professional community. Mr. Krishtel specializes in
creating spaces for having difficult conversations and growth at the intersection of leadership, well-
being and DEI issues. Through his work with groups and individuals, he helps transform workplaces
for high-performing teams and professionals. Mr. Krishtel has delivered more than 200 keynotes,
workshops and speeches, impacting more than 50,000 professionals in such firms as Google; Weil,
Gotshal & Manges LLP; Sidley Austin LLP; Morrison & Foerster LLP; Cadwalader, Wickersham &
Taft LLP; Hewlett Packard Enterprise; and U.S. Soccer. He received his B.Sc. in electrical engineer-
ing in 1999 from the University of Michigan and his J.D. in 2002 from the University of Maryland
Francis King Carey School of Law.

Hon. René Lastreto II is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of California in Fresno,
sworn in on Sept. 14, 2015. Prior to his appointment, he was the managing partner with Lang, Richert
& Patch in Fresno and, before that, the CFO of the firm. While in private practice for 34 years, Judge
Lastreto emphasized litigation matters involving creditor rights in all courts in California. He also
represented all constituencies in bankruptcy matters, including creditors (both secured and unsecured),
creditors’ committees, trustees, asset-purchasers, lessees, lessors, debtors and estate professionals.
Before joining Lang, Richert & Patch in 1999, he was a partner at Dowling, Aaron & Keeler in
Fresno, and prior to that, a partner at Crossland, Crossland, Chambers, Lastreto & Knudson. Judge
Lastreto was trial counsel in many types of cases in both state and federal courts, and primary trial
counsel in numerous contested matters representing various interests on agricultural and commercial
code issues. He is a frequent faculty member in many continuing education programs, both teaching
and writing on various creditor-related and agricultural issues. Prior to his appointment as a judge,
he was on the commercial panel of the American Arbitration Association and arbitrated numerous
commercial disputes, including construction and contract disputes. Judge Lastreto is Board Certified
in Creditors’ Rights Law by the American Board of Certification. He received his undergraduate
degree cum laude in 1978 from the University of Utah and his J.D. from the University of San
Francisco in 1981.

Prof. Derek Lemoine is professor of economics at the University of Arizona in Tucson, Ariz. He
also is a research associate of the National Bureau of Economic Research and an associate fellow of
the Centre for Economic Policy Research. Prof. Lemoine’s past research has explored how environ-
mental and economic uncertainties should affect the design of climate policy and how to use policy
to steer energy systems, among other topics. His recent research shows how to learn about the cost of
climate change from weather impacts, how to use financial markets to value the production of short-
run weather forecasts and climate forecasts, and how to incentivize carbon removal technologies.
Prof. Lemoine received his Ph.D. in 2011 from the University of California, Berkeley.

Alexis A. Leventhal is an associate and a member of the Financial Industry Group in the Pittsburgh
office of Reed Smith LLP, where she practices in its Financial Industry Group in the area of restruc-
turing and bankruptcy. She represents and advises corporate clients on bankruptcy and other restruc-
turing and insolvency matters in state and federal courts, as well as in out-of-court workouts. She
also has experience representing equipment lessors in workout and bankruptcy cases, as well as in
documenting equipment leasing transactions. Prior to joining Reed Smith, Ms. Leventhal clerked in
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the Western District of Pennsylvania and the Middle District of Florida. She is a regular contributor to
the Norton Bankruptcy Law Adviser and The Legal Intelligencer, among other publications. Ms. Lev-
enthal is an NCBJ Next Gen Participant, Class of 2022, and a finalist for IWIRC’s 2019 Rising Star
Award. She chaired Bankruptcy and Commercial Law Section of the Allegheny County Bar Associa-
tion (ACBA) from 2022-23 and IWIRC’s Western Pennsylvania Chapter from 2019-20. In addition,
she chaired the Outreach Committee of The Judith K. Fitzgerald Western Pennsylvania Bankruptcy
American Inn of Court from 2017-18, she is a member of ABI, and she served on The American Inns
of Court Program Awards Committee from 2018-20. Ms. Leventhal received her B.A. in 2007 in
the growth and structure of cities from Haverford College, her Master’s degree summa cum laude in
urban and regional planning in 2010 from the University of New Orleans, and her J.D. cum laude in
2013 from the University of Florida Levin College of Law, where she served on the Journal of Law
and Public Policy and was a member of the International Commercial Arbitration Moot Court Team.

David Levy, CAI, CCIM is a managing director at Summit Investment Management and Keen-
Summit Capital Partners and heads its combined Chicago/Midwest office. He is responsible for all
aspects of business development and execution in connection with the company’s distressed-debt
acquisitions and opportunistic credit transactions. Mr. Levy has more than 15 years of experience
in real estate advisory and transactions, with particular expertise in workout, bankruptcy and other
special situations. He holds both the Certified Commercial Investment Member (CCIM) and Certi-
fied Auctioneers Institute (CAI) designations and is a frequent speaker and moderator on real estate
restructuring programs. Mr. Levy is a licensed real estate broker and auctioneer and serves as the
Special Projects — Education Leader for ABI’s Real Estate Committee. He received his M.B.A. from
Miami University in Oxford, Ohio.

Rachel Jaffe Mauceri is a partner with Robinson & Cole LLP in Philadelphia in the firm’s Bankrupt-
cy + Reorganizations Group and has more than 20 years of experience counseling clients in complex
corporate bankruptcy and restructuring matters. She participates in all aspects of in- and out-of-court
restructurings in such industries as health care, retail, energy, automotive, oil and gas, mortgage-
servicing, real estate and telecommunications. Ms. Mauceri regularly represents official commit-
tees in chapter 11 cases and has experience counseling companies in pre-negotiated and traditional
bankruptcy proceedings as well as out-of-court workouts, advising stalking-horse and other bidders
in distressed and bankruptcy-related transactions, representing borrowers and financial institutions
in the negotiation and documentation of secured lending facilities, advising indenture trustees and
second-lien lenders, representing pension and health plans in connection with collective bargaining
issues and proceedings under §§ 1113 and 1114 of the Bankruptcy Code, and counseling vendors,
contract parties and other significant creditors and parties in interest on a variety of bankruptcy-
related litigation and other issues. She is listed in Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for
Business, Pennsylvania & Surrounds, and she was named to the IFFLR 1000 United States as a No-
table Practitioner in 2022 and as a Rising Star in 2021, 2020 and 2019 in the area of Restructuring. In
addition, she was named a Rising Star, Restructuring (including Bankruptcy): Corporate in 7he Legal
500 US in 2019, and she represented Tribe 9 Foods in its 2021 purchase of Carla’s Pasta, which won
the Food & Beverage Restructuring of the Year at the 14th Annual Turnaround Atlas Awards. She also
represented The Bank of New York Mellon as indenture trustee in connection with the sale of North
Philadelphia Health System, a transaction that won the 17th Annual M&A Advisor Sector Deal of
the Year, in the category of “Healthcare and Life Sciences (Under $100MM).” Ms. Mauceri regularly
speaks and writes on current issues and topics in bankruptcy. She currently serves as vice chair of the
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Chapter Presidents Counsel of the Turnaround Management Association and as a member of TMA
Global’s Executive Board and board of directors, and she is chair of TMA’s Philadelphia/Wilmington
chapter. She also is a member of ABI and IWIRC, is co-chair of ABI’s 2023 VALCON conference,
and is secretary of the Consumer Bankruptcy Assistance Project. Prior to joining Robinson & Cole,
Ms. Mauceri worked for two global law firms in New York and Philadelphia, respectively, focusing
on bankruptcy and restructuring matters. While in law school, she interned for Hon. Prudence Be-
atty Abram (ret.) of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of New York. Ms. Mauceri
received her B.A. in journalism from Ithaca College in 1995 and her J.D. cum laude in 2001 from
Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law, where she was elected to the Order of the Coif and was super-
vising editor of its law review.

Megan W. Murray is a founding shareholder of Underwood Murray PA in Tampa, Fla., and has
nearly 20 years of reorganization and workout experience advising business owners, debtors, trust-
ees, creditors’ committees, secured and unsecured creditors, and asset-purchasers and sellers. She has
experience both on the legal side and business side in a global financial institution, and she counsels
businesses and owners in a wide variety of industries, including but not limited to real estate, health
care, hospitality, pharmaceutical, medical services, construction, insurance, transportation, logistics,
aviation and financial services. Ms. Murray also has extensive experience representing a variety of
fiduciaries, from chapter 7 and 11 trustees to assignees in assignments for the benefit of creditors and
receivers in proceedings across the state. In addition to her broad range of representations in core
bankruptcy matters, she counsels her clients in making critical business decisions, while prosecut-
ing and defending complex business disputes. She has experience in director and officer liability
litigation, bondholder disputes, shareholder and partnership disputes, court-appointed receiverships,
health care receiverships, assignment proceedings, recovery of large and small business assets, and
lien priority disputes related to a variety of collateral, including real property, equipment, medical
equipment, aircraft and logistics-related assets. Ms. Murray has been recognized in Chambers USA,
Florida Super Lawyers and The Best Lawyers in America, and she was named a Florida Trend Maga-
zine “Legal Elite.” She is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell, and she is a 2018 honoree of
ABTI’s “40 Under 40” program. Ms. Murray received her B.B.A. from the University of lowa Tippie
College of Business in 2002 and her J.D. with honors from the University of lowa College of Law in
2011, where she was a contributing editor to the Jowa Law Review and an ABI Medal of Excellence
recipient.

Michael R. Nestor is vice chair of and a partner with Young Conaway Stargatt & Taylor, LLP in
Wilmington, Del., and has successfully guided distressed companies through out-of-court and chap-
ter 11 proceedings. He is also a member of the firm’s management committee, co-chair of the firm’s
Portfolio Company Specialty Group, and head of the firm’s New York office. With more than 20
years of restructuring experience leading company-side representations, Mr. Nestor has developed
a niche advising private-equity funds and portfolio companies regarding management, acquisitions/
divestitures and governance. He is listed in Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for Business
as a leading Bankruptcy/Restructuring attorney and has been consistently recognized by The Best
Lawyers in America, The Deal, Delaware Super Lawyers, Corporate Counsel and Who's Who Legal
(Insolvency & Restructuring) as one of the top bankruptcy lawyers in Delaware and the country. Mr.
Nestor received his B.A. from the University of Maryland and his J.D. from Widener University
School of Law.



AMERICAN BANKRUPTCY INSTITUTE

Samuel A. Newman is a partner in Sidley Austin LLP’s Restructuring group in Los Angeles. He
represents companies and their owners through restructurings, including out-of-court restructurings
and chapter 11 cases, and he advises clients in a wide variety of transactions involving distressed
assets. Mr. Newman'’s clients include technology, health care, real estate and hospitality companies.
His representative clients include Canyon Partners LLC, Fortress Investment Group, Redmile Group,
Fundamental Advisors LP, Capstone Investment Advisors and z-Capital Management LLC. A na-
tionally top-ranked lawyer for more than a decade, Mr. Newman has been recognized in Chambers
USA: America's Leading Business Lawyers (2009-23) as a leading bankruptcy lawyer and named in
The Best Lawyers in America (2013-22) in the area of Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights. Most
recently, he led The M&A Advisor’s “Information Technology Deal of the Year” as counsel to Wave
Computing, Inc. in its chapter 11 case. Mr. Newman is on the board of trustees of the Boys and Girls
Clubs of America and the National Council of the American-Israel Public Affairs Committee. He
previously held political and fundraising positions with the Democratic National Committee in Wash-
ington, D.C., and served in legislative and policy positions for Sen. John Glenn of Ohio and Reps.
Gary Ackerman of New York and Rob Andrews of New Jersey. Mr. Newman received his B.S. in
foreign service from Georgetown University’s School of Foreign Service in 1992 and his J.D. magna
cum laude from Georgetown University Law Center in 2001, where he was elected to the Order of
the Coif.

Hon. Cynthia A. Norton is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Missouri in Kansas
City. Prior to her appointment on Feb. 1, 2013, she was a founding partner of Grimes & Rebein, LC in
Lenexa, Kan., where she focused on consumer and business bankruptcy, creditors’ rights, commercial
workouts and related fields. She also clerked for Hon. John E. Rees of the Kansas Court of Appeals
and Hon. James A. Pusateri of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court in Topeka, Kan., and was previously an
associate with Stinson, Mag & Fizzell, an associate and then partner with Lewis, Rice & Fingers,
and Of Counsel with Levy & Craig, and established her own law firm in 1995. She has published an
annual column reviewing Eighth Circuit bankruptcy cases of interest for Norton s Bankruptcy Law
Advisor and has authored numerous articles, book chapters and seminar papers on bankruptcy-related
topics, is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and a member of various bankruptcy or-
ganizations. She also is the recipient of the Michael R. Roser Excellence in Bankruptcy Award and
the Robert L. Gernon Award for Outstanding Contribution to CLE, as well as the NCBJ Excellence
in Education Award. Judge Norton received her B.A. in French and art history Phi Beta Kappa and
summa cum laude from Kansas University in 1981, and her J.D. from the Kansas University Law
School in 1984, where she was associate editor of its law review.

Randy Nussbaum is an attorney with Sacks Tierney P.A. in Scottsdale, Ariz., and has assisted in-
dividuals and businesses with complex bankruptcy protection (debtor and creditor), transaction and
litigation matters for more than 40 years. He has represented secured and unsecured creditors, surety
companies, creditors’ committees, lessors, professional athletes, doctors, lawyers, and trustees in
chapter 5, 7, 11 and 13 proceedings, including adversary actions (bankruptcy litigation). The cases
have involved such diverse matters as real estate, construction, manufacturing, trucking, asset-based
lending, bankruptcy related to divorce, and high-value and complex individual bankruptcies. Mr.
Nussbaum is a Certified Bankruptcy Specialist by the Arizona Board of Legal Specialization and is
Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification. He has been
named to the Super Lawyers “Top 50 list of Arizona attorneys multiple times and has been listed
in The Best Lawyers in America annually since 2010; he was selected as its “Lawyer of the Year”
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(Scottsdale) for Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights in 2019 and for Bankruptcy Litigation in
2021 and 2024. Mr. Nussbaum is a 1990 graduate of Scottsdale Leadership and has volunteered for
the organization for nearly 30 years, serves on its advisory board, and is a recipient of the presti-
gious Frank W. Hodges Alumni Achievement Award. He also served as a Sterling Awards Jurist for
the Scottsdale Chamber of Commerce and received the Chamber’s Volunteer of the Year Award for
2017. In 2018, he was inducted into the Scottsdale History Hall of Fame. Mr. Nussbaum received his
B.A. cum laude and in 1977 his J.D. in 1980 from Arizona State University, graduating in the top 25
percent of his class.

Kathy Bazoian Phelps is a partner at Raines Feldman Littrell LLP in Los Angeles and has more
than 30 years of practice in the areas of insolvency law, fiduciary representation and fraud litigation.
Her practice includes representing federal equity and state court receivers and bankruptcy trustees,
as well as serving as a fiduciary herself. Ms. Phelps frequently serves as special litigation counsel for
fiduciaries and interested parties in fraud-related litigation or cases arising out of receivership and
bankruptcy cases. She is particularly knowledgeable about the administration of Ponzi scheme cases
and has litigation experience in claims arising in these types of cases. Ms. Phelps has lectured widely
and written on bankruptcy and receivership matters, with a focus on Ponzi schemes. Her book The
Ponzi Book: A Legal Resource for Unraveling Ponzi Schemes, co-authored with retired Bankruptcy
Judge Steven Rhodes, has garnered national and international attention as the authoritative work on
Ponzi scheme law. She also is author of Ponzi-Proof Your Investments.: An Investors Guide to Avoid-
ing Ponzi Schemes and Other Fraudulent Scams (IRR Publishing 2013), a co-author of Fraud and
Forensics: Piercing Through the Deception in a Commercial Fraud Case (American Bankruptcy
Institute 2015) and The Depths of Deepening Insolvency: Damage Exposure For Officers, Directors
and Others (American Bankruptcy Institute 2013), and author of The Ponzi Scheme Blog at www.
theponzischemeblog.com. In addition to her roles as lawyer, speaker and author, Ms. Phelps has
served as a mediator. She received her B.A. in international relations from Pomona College and her
J.D. from University of California, Los Angeles in 1991.

Charles Phiri is a director of insolvency with CP Advisers (PTY) LTD in Johannesburg, South Af-
rica. He is an international restructuring expert and an insolvency practitioner with a wide range of
expertise in bankruptcy law, business rescue and turnaround strategies, corporate debt restructuring,
tax law, business advisory, cross-border insolvency and implementing of business rescue plans to dis-
tressed companies in line with Chapter 6 of Companies Act 71 of 2008 (South Africa). Mr. Phiri has
in-depth knowledge of the PFMA Act, Insolvency Law Act, National Credit Act, Consumer Protec-
tion Act, Electronic Communications and Transactions Act, Protection of Personal Information Act
and other related legislations. He is a member of ABI and the Turnaround Management Association
of Southern Africa.

Kami E. Quinn is a partner with Gilbert LLP in Washington, D.C., and chairs the firm’s Executive
Committee. She brings more than two decades of experience to the most cutting-edge and high-
profile matters in insurance recovery and mass torts. Ms. Quinn has worked with corporate clients
and creditors’ committees in insurance, products liability, mass torts and bankruptcy in regards to
asbestos injury, sexual abuse claims, opioid-related liability, safety products, talc-related injuries,
malpractice claims, and directors and officers liability. Much of her recent work has centered around
the intersection of bankruptcy and insurance recovery in many of the most high-profile cases in the
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nation, where she has successfully developed strategies to maximize and preserve billions of dollars
in insurance assets. Ms. Quinn is vice chair of the Insurance Subcommittee of the ABA’s Business
Bankruptcy Committee and a former board member of the Legal Aid Society of the District of Co-
lumbia Board, and she was listed in Washington, DC Super Lawyers from 2013-22 and in The Best
Lawyers in America for Insurance Law from 2019-24. She received her B.A. in 1996 from Drake
University and her J.D. in 2000 from the University of Chicago Law School.

Patricia A. Redmond is a Bankruptcy & Creditors’ Rights shareholder with Stearns, Weaver, Miller,
Weissler, Alhadeff & Sitterson, P.A. in Miami and was elected chair of the American College of
Bankruptcy Board of Regents, the first woman in the College’s history to hold this position. She was
inducted as a XV Class Fellow in 2003 and has served as a Regent for the Eleventh Circuit for the past
three years. She also has served as chair of the College’s Distinguished Law Student Committee and
as a member of the College’s Foundation Board of Directors from 2005-2011, including as Secretary
for a three-year term. Ms. Redmond focuses her practice on bankruptcy and creditors’ rights, and has
experience representing creditors’ committees, secured creditors and debtors in chapter 11 cases. She
has served on ABI’s Board of Directors and held various leadership roles within ABI, the American
Bar Association (ABA), the Bankruptcy Bar Association for the Southern District of Florida (BBAS-
DFL) and the Dade County Bar Association (DCBA). She also has devoted countless hours through-
out her career to providing pro bono legal services to thousands of underprivileged and low-income
individuals, children and families. She founded the Bankruptcy Assistance Clinic both at St. Thomas
University School of Law as well as the University of Miami, where she is an adjunct professor of
law. She also is a frequent presenter, both locally and nationally, on topics related to bankruptcy law.
In recognition of her significant contributions to the community and the legal profession, she has
received several prestigious accolades, including the ABA Business Law Section’s Jean Allard Glass
Cutter Award and The Florida Bar’s Tobias Simon Pro Bono Service Award. Ms. Redmond has been
recognized with the highest ranking (Band 1) in Chambers USA, as a “Top 100,” “Top 50 Women”
and “Top 100 Miami” Florida Super Lawyers, and as a “Lawyer of the Year” multiple times in The
Best Lawyers in America. She served as ABI’s president from 2013-14 and chaired the selection com-
mittee of ABI’s inaugural “40 Under 40” program. Ms. Redmond received her B.A. in 1975 from the
University of Miami and her J.D. in 1979 from the University of Miami School of Law.

Rebecca F. Redwine is a partner with Hendren, Redwine & Malone, PLLC in Raleigh, N.C., and
focuses her practice on debtor representation in chapter 11 and chapter 7 bankruptcies for both busi-
nesses and individuals. She also counsels clients experiencing insolvency, assists in workouts, rou-
tinely serves as local counsel and is a certified mediator. Ms. Redwine has served as unsecured credi-
tors’ committee counsel and has been appointed as examiner and as a receiver in various proceedings.
She is admitted to practice in the Eastern, Middle and Western Districts of North Carolina in the U.S.
District Court and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit. Ms. Redwine serves on the Lo-
cal Rules Committee for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of North Carolina and as
chair of the Bankruptcy Law Specialty Committee for the North Carolina State Bar Board of Legal
Specialization. She holds various leadership roles with ABI, the International Women’s Insolvency &
Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC), the American Board of Certification and the North Carolina
Bar Association. She is a frequent presenter at bankruptcy conferences and is a guest lecturer in bank-
ruptcy classes at the University of North Carolina School of Law and Campbell University School
of Law. Ms. Redwine earned a Phi Beta Kappa key from North Carolina State University, where she

1293



1294

received her B.A. in 2004, and was an honor student at the University of North Carolina School of
Law, where she received her J.D. in 2007.

Cathy L. Reece is a director at Fennemore Craig, P.C. in Phoenix and chairs its Financial Restructur-
ing, Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights Practice Group. She has experience in every aspect of complex
corporate workouts and bankruptcies, and works with clients structuring complex transactions and
purchasing distressed debt or assets. Ms. Reece has represented lenders in several commercial real
estate receiverships, including receiverships involving an operating copper mine and three high-rise
commercial office buildings, and she has represented committees and liquidating trusts in the liqui-
dation of assets and distributions to creditors involving allegations of Ponzi schemes and securities
fraud. Some of her cases include representing the investors’ committee in the bankruptcy of hard
money real estate lender Mortgages Ltd., the joint creditors’ committee in the Baptist Foundation
of Arizona bankruptcies, the secured lender in a publicly traded bankruptcy case involving time
shares and resort properties, the municipality that owned the arena where the NHL team played in
the Arizona Coyotes hockey bankruptcy cases, a major petroleum-producer and former owner of
the El Paso Refinery in litigation over complex environmental claims and restrictive covenants, the
debtor-in-possession lender and purchaser of gold mines in cross-border chapter 15 proceedings,
and a chapter 11 trustee in several cases involving the sales and operations of health care facilities.
Ms. Reece is the president-elect of and serves on the Board of Regents for the American College of
Commercial Finance Lawyers. She also is the chair of the American Bar Association Business Law
Section’s Subcommittee on Loan Workouts. Ms. Reece received her Bachelor’s degree in music with
high distinction from the University of Arizona and her J.D. from Arizona State University Sandra
Day O’Connor College of Law, where she served as managing editor of the Arizona State University
Law Journal. Following law school, she clerked for Hon. Sandra Day O’Connor at the Arizona Court
of Appeals.

William J. Rochelle, III is ABI’s editor-at-large, based in New York. He joined ABI in 2015 and
writes every day on developments in consumer and reorganization law. For the prior nine years, Mr.
Rochelle was the bankruptcy columnist for Bloomberg News. Before turning to journalism, he prac-
ticed bankruptcy law for 35 years, including 17 years as a partner in the New York office of Fulbright
& Jaworski LLP. In addition to writing, Mr. Rochelle travels the country for ABI, speaking to bar
groups and professional organizations on hot topics in the turnaround community and trends in con-
sumer bankruptcies. He earned his undergraduate and law degrees from Columbia University, where
he was a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar.

Alan R. Rosenberg, CTCE is a partner with Markowitz Ringel Trusty + Hartog in Miami, where he
represents chapter 7 and 11 bankruptcy trustees, creditors, debtors and other parties-in-interest in all
aspects of insolvency proceedings and bankruptcy-related litigation. His practice has a particular em-
phasis on bankruptcy litigation, and he has served as lead or co-counsel to high-net-worth individu-
als, multinational corporations and nearly every chapter 7 panel trustee in the Southern District of
Florida. Mr. Rosenberg has been recognized as a leading authority in the field of cryptocurrency in in-
solvency proceedings, and he is a Cryptocurrency Tracing Certified Examiner through CipherTrace.
He also is an active ABI member, serving on various committees, regularly speaking at conferences
and publishing in the ABI Journal. In 2020, Mr. Rosenberg was named one of ABI’s 40 under 40 in-
solvency professionals. In addition, he is listed as a Florida Super Lawyer “Rising Star” for 2017-21
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and a Florida Legal Elite “Up and Comer” from 2018-20. Mr. Rosenberg received his B.S.B.A. in
finance in 2008 from the University of Florida and his J.D. cum laude from the University of Miami
in 2011. He is a Cryptocurrency Tracing Certified Examiner through CipherTrace.

Nicholas Rubin is a co-founder of Force 10 Partners in Newport Beach, Calif., and has more than
20 years of combined leadership experience in capital markets, financial planning, commercial real
estate and corporate finance. Previously, he was a senior managing director with GlassRatner. Mr.
Rubin began his career at a leading international public accounting and auditing firm, where he
worked with clients providing accounting, management accounting and auditing services. In addi-
tion to his experience in accounting, he has served in many executive interim leadership roles, as
well as team leader in many business-consulting assignments with a specialization in dispute resolu-
tion. Mr. Rubin has experience developing and leading teams that implement solutions designed to
ensure optimal performance through financial planning, budgeting, profitability and needs analysis.
His experience includes restructuring and corporate finance, including roles as a financial advisor
and investment banker. Mr. Rubin works closely with clients to build comprehensive and strategic
plans incorporating financial planning, consolidation, infrastructure, management reporting and busi-
ness intelligence to support growth. He has managed clients and businesses in the U.S., China, Hong
Kong, Israel and South Africa, and his clients include corporations, banks, lenders and other secured
and unsecured creditors, buyers, sellers, bankruptcy counsel and litigators. Mr. Rubin received his
bachelor of commerce in financial and management accounting, auditing, business management,
marketing and finance from the University of Port Elizabeth, South Africa.

Mark A. Salzberg is a partner in the Washington, D.C., office of Squire Patton Boggs and a member
of the firm’s Restructuring & Insolvency practice group. He focuses his practice on bankruptcy liti-
gation, creditors’ rights, debtor reorganizations and complex commercial litigation. Mr. Salzberg has
experience representing debtors, creditors’ committees, financial institutions, secured and unsecured
creditors, franchisors and distributors in bankruptcy matters throughout the U.S. He has served as
the lead appellate counsel in multiple bankruptcy appeals at both the district court and bankruptcy
appellate panel levels, and he regularly counsels clients on intellectual property matters arising un-
der the Bankruptcy Code. In addition to his bankruptcy work, Ms. Salzberg has represented parties
in a wide variety of complex commercial litigation cases in both state and federal courts, including
lender-liability suits and other business tort actions, breach of contract, trade secret and noncompete
actions. He is currently treasurer-elect of the DC Bar and a member of the DC Bar Board of Gover-
nors. Mr. Salzberg is the editor of the firm’s Restructuring GlobalView blog. Before joining Squire
Patton Boggs, he was a partner at Foley & Lardner LLP. Mr. Salzberg was a member of the DC Bar
Attorney/Client Arbitration Board from 2008-14. He received his B.A. in 1987 from Swarthmore
College and his J.D. in 1992 from the University of Virginia School of Law.

Hon. Gregory R. Schaaf is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Kentucky in
Lexington, initially appointed on Oct. 1, 2012, and named Chief Judge on Oct. 1, 2019. Prior to his
appointment, he practiced in the areas of commercial reorganizations, including bankruptcies and
workouts, and commercial transactions, including energy-related matters. He represented debtors,
creditors’ committees, trustees and individual creditors. Judge Schaaf is a CPA and worked as a so-
licitor in London from 1997-99, handling corporate matters and real estate transactions for English,
Russian and American clients. He is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and is Board
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Certified in Business and Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification. Judge
Schaaf received his B.B. in accounting and his B.S. in law enforcement administration from Western
[linois University in 1984 with high honors, and his J.D. in 1991 from the University of Kentucky
College of Law, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif and participated in its national moot
court team and on its moot court board, as well as on the school’s Journal of Mineral Law and Policy.

Robert M. Schechter is a principal of Porzio, Bromberg & Newman, P.C. in Morristown, N.J., and
a member of the firm’s Corporate and Commercial Departments. He concentrates his practice in or-
ganizational and financial structuring, business reorganization, bankruptcy and corporate compliance
from a global business strategy perspective, with a focus on the casino and gaming, telecommunica-
tions, life sciences and chemical industries. Mr. Schechter’s practice involves the representation of
parties with both domestic and cross-border interests and investments, including stakeholders in both
in-court and out-of-court business finance, bankruptcy, data privacy and cybersecurity, and corporate
compliance matters such as regional, national and international businesses, secured and unsecured
creditors, creditors’ committees, debtors, and sellers and purchasers of assets. Mr. Schechter is admit-
ted to practice in New York and New Jersey. He received his B.A. in 1996 from Rutgers University
and his J.D. cum laude in 2005 from New York Law School, where he was Executive Case Comments
editor of the New York Law School Law Review, a member of the Center for Professional Values and
Practices, and a Justice John Marshall Harlan Scholar.

Bradley D. Sharp is the president and CEO of Development Specialists, Inc. (DSI) in Los Angeles
and has nearly 30 years of experience providing crisis-management, financial advisory and third-
party fiduciary services in numerous industries, including finance, real estate development, high-tech,
manufacturing, food and agriculture. He has served as a federal equity receiver, CRO and trustee
under chapters 11 and 7. Mr. Sharp is an expert witness with respect to fiduciary duties, banking,
finance and securitizations. He is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, a member of the
International Insolvency Institute (III), a full member of the National Association of Federal Equity
Receivers (NAFER) and an ABI Board. Mr. Sharp received his B.S. in accounting with an emphasis
in business computer information systems from Mesa College in Grand Junction, Colo.

Summer M. Shaw is the founder of Shaw & Hanover PC, a bankruptcy boutique law firm serving
Southern California with its main office located in Palm Desert, Calif. She is a Bankruptcy Special-
ist certified by the State Bar of California and represents debtors, creditors and trustees in chapter
7, 11, 12 and 13 bankruptcy proceedings and enjoys litigating matters before the U.S. Bankruptcy
Courts in the Central District of California. Ms. Shaw is a very active member of the bankruptcy bar
and has served as a professor of bankruptcy law at the California Desert Trial Academy (CDTA).
She also served as co-chair of ABI’s first Consumer Practice Extravaganza in 2021, and she served
as an education co-chair for the Consumer Education Programs at the Annual California Bankruptcy
Forum Conferences for 2016 and 2019. In addition, she has been invited to speak at various educa-
tion programs covering secured debt litigation, small business bankruptcies, individual chapter 11s,
and bankruptcy law and crossover issues with civil litigation, family law, probate law and criminal
law. Ms. Shaw is admitted to practice in all state and federal courts in California as well before the
Ninth and Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals, and before the U.S. District Court for the Central District
of California. She enjoys volunteering her time as often as possible through her local bar association’s
“Lawyer in the Library” program, assisting veterans through the Veterans Legal Institute, and volun-
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teering her time to help educate new attorneys in the bankruptcy community whenever possible. Ms.
Shaw was a selected as a member of the inaugural class of ABI’s “40 Under 40” in 2017, and in 2018,
she received the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorney’s National Distinguished
Service Award. She has also been named one of Palm Springs Life Magazine’s Top Bankruptcy Law-
yers and was honored to be a part of the 2015 and 2016 Central District of California Bankruptcy
Court’s Pro Bono Honor Roll. Ms. Shaw received her B.S. in political science with a minor in law and
society from the University of California, Riverside and her J.D. from Western State College of Law.

Hon. Sage M. Sigler is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Georgia in Atlanta, ap-
pointed in March 2018. She succeeded Hon. Mary Grace Diehl, for whom she clerked after graduat-
ing from law school. Prior to her appointment to the bench, Judge Sigler was a partner in Alston &
Bird LLP’s Bankruptcy Group. She is an active member of ABI’s Board of Directors, NCBJ, IWIRC,
TMA and the Bankruptcy Section of the Atlanta Bar Association, and she has been a volunteer pre-
senter for the Credit Abuse Resistance Education (CARE) program. Judge Sigler was an honoree in
ABT’s inaugural class of “40 Under 40” in 2017. She received her B.A. in political science from the
University of Florida in 2001 and her J.D. in 2006 from Emory University School of Law, where she
was the executive symposium editor of the Emory Bankruptcy Developments Journal.

Heidi J. Sorvino is the managing partner of the New York office of White and Williams LLP, where
she practices financial restructuring and bankruptcy. She also is supervising partner of the firm’s
Financial Restructuring and Bankruptcy Group. Ms. Sorvino has decades of experience counseling
clients dealing with distressed debt. She concentrates on corporate restructurings, complex bank-
ruptcy and insolvency proceedings. Ms. Sorvino represents creditors and debtors through all phases
of bankruptcy proceedings both inside and outside of the courtroom. She is appointed to serve as
a subchapter V and chapter 11 trustee, and she represents distressed companies, creditors, insur-
ance companies, financial institutions, hedge funds, distressed-debt investors and indenture trustees
through negotiations to avoid the courtroom and to understand changing and emerging legal/regula-
tory issues. Ms. Sorvino has appeared as a guest on Reuters Television, Bloomberg TV and Fox Busi-
ness News. She also has been quoted in the Wall Street Journal, Crain’s New York Business and Dow
Jones Newswire. Ms. Sorvino is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell and is listed in The Best Lawyers
in America and Super Lawyers, among others. Beyond her client work, she mentors junior lawyers
and members of the professional community. In 2014, she delivered the commencement address and
was awarded a Doctor of Laws Degree, honoris causa, from the College of St. Elizabeth for her com-
mitment to the practice of law and promoting women as full partners in the workplace. Ms. Sorvino
received her B.A. in 1983 from Hamilton College, her M.S.W. in 1985 from New York University’s
Graduate School of Social Work and her J.D. in 1989 from St. John’s University School of Law.

Prof. Michael D. Sousa is an associate professor of bankruptcy and commercial law at the University
of Denver’s Sturm College of Law in Denver, where he teaches and pursues scholarship in the areas
of bankruptcy law, corporate reorganizations, commercial law, secured transactions, debtor/creditor
rights and remedies, sales and business planning. Prior to joining the faculty, he was an associate in
the Business Reorganization and Financial Restructuring Practice Group at Duane Morris LLP and
served as a judicial law clerk in both state and federal court. Prof. Sousa previously was an adjunct
professor of law at Rutgers University School of Law and Seton Hall University School of Law. He
served as a law clerk in federal bankruptcy court for Hon. Rosemary Gambardella, Chief Bankruptcy
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Judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of New Jersey, and for Hon. Donald H. Steck-
roth, Bankruptcy Judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of New Jersey. He also clerked
for Hon. William J. Martini of the U.S. District Court for the District of New Jersey and for Hon. John
E. Wallace, Jr. in the Appellate Division of the New Jersey Superior Court. Prof. Sousa is a contrib-
uting editor to four national bankruptcy publications, including the Journal of Bankruptcy Law and
Practice, the American Bankruptcy Institute Journal, the Norton Annual Survey of Bankruptcy Law
and the multi-volume treatise Norton Bankruptcy Law and Practice 3d. He also co-authored the Con-
sumer Bankruptcy Manual, published by Thomson Reuters, and is a member of the editorial advisory
board for the Journal of Bankruptcy Law and Practice. Prof. Sousa received his J.D. from Rutgers
University School of Law, his LL.M. in bankruptcy from St. John’s University School of Law and his
M.A. in anthropology from the University of Denver, and he is currently pursuing a Ph.D. in sociol-
ogy from the University of Colorado — Boulder.

Cullen A. Drescher Speckhart is chair of Cooley LLP’s business restructuring & reorganization
practice and partner in charge of its Washington, D.C., office. She is a top advocate in corporate re-
structuring and financial litigation, with a diverse practice spanning a range of industries, including
health care, life sciences, technology, energy and retail. Ms. Speckhart regularly represents debtors,
creditors’ committees, trustees and foreign representatives in significant bankruptcy matters through-
out the U.S. Having led some of the largest and most significant restructuring engagements in a
multitude of jurisdictions, she has deep experience in complex insolvency litigation. Her recent prac-
tice experience includes serving as lead restructuring counsel to official creditor constituencies in
Mallinckrodt, LTL Management (Johnson & Johnson), Endo International, Le Tote, 24 Hour Fitness
and White Stallion Energy. Ms. Speckhart also acts as lead restructuring counsel to companies seek-
ing to reorganize in and out of court and provides business risk management and strategic advice to
entities across such industries as technology, life sciences, cyber services and cryptocurrency. Her
company-side practice involves representation of public and private debtors in chapter 11 cases, and
she often confronts complex emerging legal issues and matters of public importance. Her current
work on behalf of companies in bankruptcy includes representing Ascena Retail Group (Ann Taylor,
Loft, Lane Bryant), as well as serving as lead restructuring counsel to Enjoy Technology, NS8, Phase-
Bio Pharmaceuticals, Quanergy Systems and Lucira Health in chapter 11 proceedings. Ms. Speckhart
is a frequent speaker on corporate insolvencies, restructuring in life sciences and technology, career
and professional development, advocacy and leadership. In 2015, she co-authored the ABI’s manual
on Chapter 15, and in 2017, she was selected as a member of ABI’s inaugural “40 Under 40 class.
In 2021, on account of exemplary practice performance and leadership, she was named Restructur-
ing Lawyer of the Year at the Global M&A Network’s 13th Annual Turnaround Atlas Awards. Ms.
Speckhart serves on the advisory board of the Institute for Restructuring Studies at the University of
Pennsylvania, and her career, practice and leadership experiences have been covered by numerous
national media outlets. As part of her work on issues related to diversity, equity and inclusion and
women’s initiatives, she led a team in designing and delivering a bespoke leadership training program
for Cooley professionals seeking development in confidence, public speaking and personal branding.
Before entering private practice, Ms. Speckhart clerked for then-Chief Judge Stephen C. St. John of
the US Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of Virginia. During law school, she was the first
prize winner of the ABI’s inaugural Bankruptcy Law Student Writing Competition and the first law
student ever to receive the Thatcher Prize for Excellence, an award presented annually to a William
& Mary graduate student of outstanding scholarship, leadership, service and character. Ms. Speckhart



AMERICAN BANKRUPTCY INSTITUTE

received her B.A. in politics and economics from Georgetown University and her J.D. from the Col-
lege of William & Mary, Marshall-Wythe School of Law.

Laura D. Steele is a trial attorney with the U.S. Trustee Program for Region 11 in Milwaukee.

Marec Sullivan, CFA, CTP is CFO of Infinity Engineered Products in Mableton, Ga., and has served
as Chief Executive Officer, Chief Restructuring Officer and Chief Financial Officer of both public
and private companies experiencing significant challenges, including financial and operational re-
structuring in both the U.S. and abroad. He has three decades of experience in domestic and interna-
tional finance, having lived and worked in the U.S., France, South Africa and Kenya and on projects
in more than 20 countries. Mr. Sullivan also served as CFO of Western Global Airlines before and
during its chapter 11 proceedings and Kabbage, Inc. (dba KServicing) during its chapter 11 proceed-
ings. He currently sits on the global board of trustees of the Turnaround Management Association
and is a member of its executive board. Mr. Sullivan received his B.A. in finance from Morehouse
College and his M.B.A. from Harvard Business School.

Gregory M. Taube is a partner with Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP in Atlanta, where he
primarily represents creditors in disputes with debtors arising from both commercial and consumer
loans, leases and other credit relationships. He has represented clients in litigation arising from dis-
putes between creditors and debtors, landlords and tenants, franchisors and franchisees, buyers and
sellers of real property, taxpayers and taxing authorities, and in other business and corporate gover-
nance disputes. Mr. Taube has defended residential mortgage lenders, loan-servicers, and other credi-
tors in individual and class-action lawsuits filed by consumers involving claims such as wrongful
foreclosure, wrongful repossession, fraud, conversion, intentional infliction of emotional distress,
defamation, and alleged violations of federal and state laws such as FDCPA, FCRA, RESPA, TILA,
HAMP and UDAP. He also has advised clients regarding maximizing recovery and mitigating losses
in distressed business environments, including bankruptcy and other insolvency proceedings. Mr.
Taube is an active member of ABI and has co-chaired its Ethics and Professional Compensation
Committee. He also regularly writes and speaks on bankruptcy and creditors’ rights issues, and cur-
rently serves as chair of the board of the Bankruptcy Section of the Atlanta Bar Association. Prior to
joining Nelson Mullins, Mr. Taube clerked for U.S. District Judge Daniel H. Thomas of the Southern
District of Alabama and U.S. Bankruptcy Judge James S. Sledge of the Northern District of Alabama.
He received his B.A. cum laude in English in 1988 from the University of South Alabama, and his
J.D. summa cum laude in 1993 from the University of Alabama School of Law, where he was admit-
ted to the Order of the Coif, was on the Campbell Moot Court Board and Jessup Moot Court Team,
and was editor of the Journal of the Legal Profession.

John E. Thomas is a partner with Squire Patton Boggs in Washington, D.C., and leads the firm’s Real
Estate Practice, which is comprised of more than 150 lawyers globally. He has a diverse practice rep-
resenting developers, lenders, institutional investors and tenants in all varieties of real estate transac-
tions. Mr. Thomas’s practice includes real estate lending, the acquisition and sale of real estate, leas-
ing, development and the negotiation of joint venture agreements. He is a leader in the senior living
finance industry, having represented lenders, investors and developers in financing transactions for
more than 200 senior living communities, including acquisition and construction loans, tax-exempt
bond financings, mezzanine loans, and private placements of debt and equity. His finance experience
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includes significant loan restructuring work as both debtor and creditor counsel. Mr. Thomas also
has an active practice representing government entities and developers in the negotiation of public/
private partnerships for the development of real estate assets, usually under a long-term ground lease,
master lease or concession agreement. His clients include a number of offshore investors in U.S. real
estate, representing them in acquisitions, sales and financing, and acting as investor partners in the
development of a variety of real estate assets, including senior housing, office buildings, multifamily,
student housing and data centers. Prior to joining the firm, Mr. Thomas acted as general counsel for
Artery Properties, Inc. and worked in a nonlegal capacity for Washington, D.C.-area developers and
managers of commercial real estate. He is licensed to practice in the District of Columbia, Virginia
and Florida, and he has been recognized in ConnectCRE 2022 Lawyers in Real Estate Awards — Na-
tional, Connect 2021’s Lawyers in Real Estate Awards for Washington, DC and as one of Washington
DC’s Best Lawyers: Real Estate in The Washingtonian in January 2021. Mr. Thomas received his
B.A. magna cum laude in 1982 and his M.B.A. in 1986 from Georgetown University, and his J.D.
from Georgetown University Law Center.

Joseph R. Tiano, Jr. is the founder of Legal Decoder in Falls Church, Va. After practicing law for
nearly 20 years, he founded the company because he saw that clients lacked the analytic tools and
data to effectively price and manage the cost of legal services delivered by outside counsel. Previ-
ously, Mr. Tiano was a partner at Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman, LLP and Thelen LLP, where he
grew and managed all aspects of a multimillion-dollar cross-border finance practice. He previously
was a venture capital lawyer representing transformative technology companies, like Blackboard
Inc., and many of the outgrowths of Blackboard (WeddingWire, Presidium, Starfish Retention Solu-
tions and others). Mr. Tiano has published numerous articles on substantive legal issues and the legal
industry in general. He received his B.S. in business administration from Georgetown University in
1992 and his J.D. in 1995 from the University of Pittsburgh School of Law.

Lisa A. Tracy is the deputy general counsel for the Executive Office for U.S. Trustees in Washington,
D.C. She served as counsel to the director of the Executive Office from 2007-08. Previously, Ms.
Tracy served for two and a half years as a trial attorney in the U.S. Trustee Program’s Brooklyn field
office. She joined the Department of Justice in 2002 through the Attorney General’s Honors Program.
Prior to working for the Department, Ms. Tracy clerked for Hon. Lee M. Jackwig, Chief Bankruptcy
Judge for the Southern District of lowa. She received her J.D. from American University’s Washing-
ton College of Law in 2001.

Zachary Tripp is a partner with Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP in Washington, D.C., and co-heads
the firm’s Appeals and Strategic Counseling practice. He is experienced in litigating before the U.S.
Supreme Court and other federal and state appellate courts, as well as in litigating and advising cli-
ents on high-stakes legal issues at the trial level. Mr. Tripp’s work has encompassed a broad range
of subjects, including intellectual property, bankruptcy, antitrust and securities, among other issues.
Drawing on his earlier career as a software engineer, he also co-leads the firm’s artificial intelli-
gence task force. Mr. Tripp has argued 12 cases before the U.S. Supreme Court, briefed many other
Supreme Court cases, filed more than 100 briefs at the certiorari stage, and presented argument be-
fore numerous other federal and state appellate courts. He joined Weil from the U.S. Department of
Justice, where he served for five years as an assistant to the U.S. Solicitor General. In that role, he
represented the U.S. in litigation in the Supreme Court, and assisted in coordinating the government’s
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appellate strategy in lower courts nationwide. Mr. Tripp previously served as special counsel to the
general counsel of the U.S. Department of Defense and attorney adviser at the U.S. Department of
State. He has been listed in Chambers USA and The Legal 500 US, and he was named to the 2022
Capital Pro Bono Honor Roll. Mr. Tripp received his B.A. in 1997 from Yale University and his J.D.
in 2005 from Columbia Law School.

Hon. Madeleine C. Wanslee is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Arizona in Phoenix,
sworn in on March 17, 2014. Previously, she was an associate and then partner at Gust Rosenfeld,
PLC, where she was active in the firm’s management committee and co-chaired the firm’s Bank-
ruptcy Practice Group. Her practice focused on bankruptcy and creditors’ rights, and she represented
small businesses, financial institutions, corporations and state agencies. While in private practice,
Judge Wanslee was a certified bankruptcy specialist. She also argued a number of appeals, including
United Student Aid Funds Inc. v. Espinosa before the U.S. Supreme Court. Judge Wanslee serves
on the Ninth Circuit Conference Executive Committee (currently as program chair) and on various
committees of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges. She is a frequent presenter and helps
to train new judges through the Federal Judicial Center. Judge Wanslee is a former chair of the Ninth
Circuit Bankruptcy Judges Education Committee, the Ninth Circuit Lawyer Representatives Coordi-
nating Committee and the Arizona State Bar’s Bankruptcy Section. She helped to charter and is past
president of the Arizona Bankruptcy American Inn of Court. Judge Wanslee began her legal career
as a law clerk for Hon. Robert Clive Jones of the Ninth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel. She
received her B.F.A. and B.A. from the University of Arizona and her J.D. from Gonzaga University
School of Law, where she served as a writer and executive editor of the Gonzaga Law Review. Fol-
lowing law school, she clerked for Chief Bankruptcy Judge Robert C. Jones of the District of Nevada.

Erin A. West is a shareholder with Godfrey & Kahn, S.C. in Madison, Wis., and has more than 10
years of experience helping lenders, trade vendors, committees, debtors, buyers and other creditors
navigate all facets of insolvency, bankruptcy and financial distress. This includes pre-bankruptcy
advising and workouts, bankruptcy, and state court receivership proceedings. Prior to joining God-
frey & Kahn, Ms. West practiced bankruptcy and commercial litigation at a Madison law firm for
five years, where she frequently appeared as counsel for a chapter 7 panel trustee. She is admitted to
practice in Wisconsin and Minnesota, and before the Third and Seventh Circuit Courts of Appeals,
and the U.S. District Courts for the Northern, Central and Southern Districts of Illinois, District of
Minnesota, Eastern and Western Districts of Wisconsin and the Northern and Southern Districts of
Indiana. Ms. West serves as the treasurer of the Western District Bankruptcy Bar Association and the
IWIRC-Wisconsin Network. She also co-chairs ABI’s Real Estate Committee and the TMA Milwau-
kee Committee, and she is a 2022 ABI “40 Under 40” honoree. Ms. West is listed in Super Lawyers
as a Wisconsin Rising Star (2011-present) and is recognized in The Best Lawyers in America as one of
its “Ones to Watch” for Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law
from 2021-present. She received her B.S. from the University of Wisconsin-Madison in 2006 and her
J.D. cum laude from the University of Minnesota Law School in 2009.

April A. Wimberg is a partner at Dentons Bingham Greenbaum in Louisville, Ky., and has commer-
cial and bankruptcy litigation experience. Her representations include creditors, committees, debt-
ors, trustees and other interested parties involved in litigation arising out of corporate insolvencies.
She also has assisted organizations in wind-down operations, serving as a receiver and advisor. Ms.
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Wimberg has experience obtaining temporary restraining orders, injunctions and writs in matters
where assets are at risk of being concealed or diminished. Her representations include a wide array
of industries, including coal, hemp, health care, retail, tobacco, manufacturing and commercial real
estate. Prior to joining the firm, Ms. Wimberg spent 10 years working on Wall Street and in corporate
strategy for Fortune 50 companies, where she gained experience in reviewing loan transactions and
identifying business issues in litigation and opportunities with distressed assets. She has assisted
companies across the globe with a wide range of business services and also served as a Peace Corps
volunteer in the small business enterprises group in west Africa. Ms. Wimberg received her B.A. in
political science in 2000 from the University of Kentucky and her J.D. in 2013 from the University
of Louisville.



