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Derek C. Abbott is a partner with Morris, Nichols, Arsht & Tunnell LLP in Wilmington, Del., and 
a member of its Business Reorganization & Restructuring Group. He also chairs the firm’s pro bono 
committee and sits on the Firm’s recruiting committee Mr. Abbott has represented Fortune 1000, 
local, international and other organizations as lead or Delaware counsel in bankruptcy proceedings 
and litigation on behalf of debtors, creditors, official and ad hoc committees and transactional case 
constituents. He regularly works with debtors in possession and exit-financing lenders, as well as 
outside and inside counsel, turnaround professionals, crisis-management firms, and investment and 
non-investment bank professionals. His recent client representations include AT&T Inc., General 
Motors Corp., Quality Care Properties, Philips International, Viacom Inc., TD Bank and Nortel 
Networks. Mr. Abbott has been recognized by Chambers USA, The Best Lawyers in America, Law 
& Politics magazine and Delaware Super Lawyers. In 2011, he received the Caleb R. Layton III 
Service Award, presented by the judges of the U.S. District and Bankruptcy Courts for the District 
of Delaware Mr. Abbott is a member of the American and Delaware State Bar Associations, Turn-
around Management Association and ABI, and is a frequent speaker. He also serves as legal counsel 
for a variety of indigent clients through Delaware Volunteer Legal Services. Mr. Abbott received his 
B.S. in human factors psychology in 1987 from the U.S. Military Academy and his J.D. with honors 
from the University of North Carolina School of Law in 1995, where he was an editor of the North 
Carolina Law Review.

Omar J. Alaniz is the hiring partner in the Dallas office of Reed Smith LLP and represents dis-
tressed companies, including in out-of-court workouts and chapter 11 restructurings. He regularly 
advises boards of directors in considering liability management alternatives. Mr. Alaniz’s diverse 
practice also includes representation of creditor committees, equityholders, joint-venture partners, 
preference and fraudulent-transfer plaintiffs and defendants, and other key stakeholders. He also has 
experience in energy restructurings, including onshore and offshore matters, and has had significant 
representations in real estate, financial services, aviation and health care matters. He has appeared 
in bankruptcy and appellate courts throughout the country, including the Texas and U.S. Supreme 
Court. Mr. Alaniz has been recognized in the 2015-22 editions of Chambers USA and in 2021 was 
invited to membership in the American College of Bankruptcy. In 2019, he was invited to join the 
prestigious 60-member National Bankruptcy Conference, and he was honored as a member of the 
inaugural class of ABI’s “40 Under 40” in 2017. In addition, he received the Sandra Day O’Connor 
Award for Professional Excellence at a ceremony held in the U.S. Supreme Court hosted by Chief 
Justice John G. Roberts, Jr. Mr. Alaniz is a former chair of the Bankruptcy Section of the Texas State 
Bar and was an adjunct faculty member at SMU Dedman School of Law for several years, where 
he taught bankruptcy law courses. He also teaches a 12-week chapter 11 course to lawyers in the 
DFW area entering the restructuring practice. Mr. Alaniz coached the SMU Duberstein moot court 
team to five national championships — the most in the competition’s history. He received his B.A. 
in economics at Austin College in 2000 and his J.D. from the University of Texas School of Law in 
2003, where he was a Susman Godfrey Moot Court Champion.

Laura E. Appleby is a partner with Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP in New York, where 
she represents clients in all aspects of complex bankruptcy proceedings, out-of-court restructur-
ings and distressed transactions. She has experience representing bondholders, indenture trustees, 
financial institutions and other creditors in special situations, and has provided advice with respect 
to corporations and other for-profit business organizations, nonprofit entities and municipalities. Ms. 
Appleby advises clients on sophisticated restructurings, including those in connection with chapter 



AMERICAN BANKRUPTCY INSTITUTE

895

11 bankruptcy proceedings, distressed investment opportunities, § 363 sales, UCC Article 9 sales, 
consensual foreclosures and event-driven acquisitions in such industries as agriculture chemical, 
financial services, health care and related services, mining, nonprofits, retail, senior living facilities 
and transportation. She also counsels clients with respect to issues surrounding municipal distress 
and insolvency. Ms. Appleby clerked for Hon. Victor J. Wolski of the U.S. Court of Federal Claims. 
Prior to attending law school, she was a legislative assistant and director of correspondence for U.S. 
Senator Peter G. Fitzgerald (Ret.). Ms. Appleby is a 2018 honoree of ABI’s “40 Under 40” program 
and is admitted to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court, U.S. Court of Federal Claims, the U.S. 
Courts of Appeals for the First, Second and Ninth Circuits, and the U.S. District Courts for the East-
ern and Southern Districts of New York and the Northern District of Illinois. She received her B.S. in 
2001 from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and her J.D. in 2007 from the University 
of Michigan Law School, where she was editor-in-chief of the Michigan Telecommunications and 
Technology Law Review.

Hon. Janet S. Baer is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois in Chicago, ap-
pointed on March 5, 2012. She also acts on a regular basis as the presiding judge in the Northern 
District of Illinois for naturalization ceremonies. Previously, Judge Baer was a restructuring lawyer for 
more than 25 years and was involved in some of the most significant chapter 11 bankruptcy cases in 
the country. The majority of her practice focused on the representation of large, publicly held debtors in 
both restructuring and chapter 11 matters, and she also represented companies in commercial litigation 
matters, including lender liability, fraud, breach of contract and breach of fiduciary duty. Prior to form-
ing her own firm in 2009, Judge Baer was a partner at Kirkland & Ellis LLP, Winston & Strawn and 
Schwartz, Cooper, Greenberger & Krauss. She is a member of the ABI Board of Directors, the CARE 
National and Chicago Advisory Boards, and the Chicago IWIRC Network Board, as well as several 
committees. She also is chair of the NCBJ 2023 Education Committee and a frequent speaker for ABI, 
TMA, the Chicago Bar Association, IWIRC and NCBJ, and she regularly acts as the presiding judge 
for the Northern District of Illinois in naturalization ceremonies. Judge Baer earned her B.A. from the 
University of Wisconsin - Madison and her J.D. from DePaul College of Law.

Michelle H. Bass is a partner at Wolfson Bolton PLLC in Troy, Mich., where she manages its con-
sumer bankruptcy practice group. She represents both debtors and creditors in consumer bankruptcy 
proceedings and primarily represents debtors in chapter 7 liquidations and chapter 13 reorganiza-
tions, which span from high-net-worth and high-income-earning individuals to individuals seeking 
to prevent foreclosure or repossession of secured collateral. She also represents both debtors and 
creditors in divorce-related bankruptcy proceedings, and is a frequent speaker on the intersection of 
bankruptcy and family law disputes. Ms. Bass has represented individuals reorganizing under chap-
ter 11, including subchapter V, as well as small businesses going through chapter 7 liquidation, and 
has stopped foreclosures, the stripping of secured liens and the cramming down of loans on collateral 
for individuals seeking to reorganize under chapters 13 and 11. She also has successfully defended 
appeals in the Federal Eastern District for the State of Michigan and the Sixth Circuit Court of Ap-
peals. Ms. Bass is a member of ABI, for which she co-chairs its Consumer Bankruptcy Committee. 
She also is a member of the Detroit Consumer Bankruptcy Association and the Oakland County 
Bar Association, for which she chairs its Debtor/Creditor Committee. Ms. Bass is Board Certified 
in Consumer Bankruptcy Law, has been named by Michigan Lawyer’s Weekly as one of 2019’s 30 
Women in Law, and has been consistently recognized by Super Lawyers as a Rising Star in consumer 
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bankruptcy since 2014. She received her B.A. from the University of Michigan and her J.D. from the 
University of Detroit Mercy School of Law.

Hon. Hannah L. Blumenstiel is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of California 
in San Francisco. Prior to her appointment on Feb. 11, 2013, Judge Blumenstiel was an associate 
(2003-08) and then a partner (2008-12) with Winston & Strawn LLP, where she focused her prac-
tice on creditors’ rights litigation in state and federal court, including bankruptcy court. From 2001 
to 2003, Judge Blumenstiel was an associate with Murphy Sheneman Julian & Rogers LLP, where 
she represented debtors, creditors and trustees in bankruptcy cases and adversary proceedings. She 
served as a law clerk to Hon. Charles M. Caldwell of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern 
District of Ohio (Eastern Division) from 1998 to 2001, and from 1997-98, she represented the State 
of Ohio’s interests in bankruptcy cases as an assistant attorney general with the Revenue Recovery 
Section of the Ohio Attorney General’s Office. Judge Blumenstiel sits on ABI’s Board of Directors. 
She received her J.D. from Capital University Law School in 1997 while working full-time for the 
Columbus Bar Association as director of its pro bono initiative, “Lawyers for Justice,” and her B.A. 
from Ohio State University in 1992.

Brian Bonaviri, CIRA is a managing director in Grant Thornton LLC’s Advisory practice in Char-
lotte, N.C., where he specializes in corporate bankruptcy advisory, strategic planning and review, 
business plan development and assessment, and financial modeling. He has 15 years of advisory 
experience, with a focus on health care, and his primary responsibilities have included advising on 
financial distress, developing 13-week cash flows, developing three statement-integrated financial 
models, assisting clients during restructurings and bankruptcies, and assisting with the development 
of bankruptcy reporting. Mr. Bonaviri has advised numerous health care providers, as well as other 
stakeholders, such as lenders and unsecured creditor committees. His clients include Casa Grande 
Regional Medical Center, Oconee Regional Medical Center, Morehead Memorial Hospital, and sev-
eral behavioral health organizations and senior living communities. Mr. Bonaviri is a member of the 
Turnaround Management Association and ABI, and serves as Director of Education for ABI’s Health 
Care Committee. He received his B.S.B.A. and M.B.A. from the Kenan-Flagler Business School at 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Patricia Kirkwood Burgess is a member of Frost Brown Todd LLC in Nashville, Tenn. She chairs 
the firm’s Automotive Industry Team and leads the firm’s representation relating to troubled automo-
tive suppliers, including large supplier and automotive bankruptcies, and supply chain risk-manage-
ment matters (Takata Corp., Dana Corp., Delphi Corp., Johnson Rubber Co., Excello Engineered 
Systems, Intermet Corp., Lear Corp., Metavation, General Motors, Chrysler, Dura Automotive and 
Pace Industries). Ms. Burgess has guided individual and corporate debtors in chapter 11 bankruptcy, 
as well as workout negotiations outside of court across a spectrum of industries, including logistics 
companies, franchises and franchisors, real estate investors, restaurant owners, manufacturers, com-
munication companies and automotive suppliers. She also counsels businesses of varying sizes en-
gaged in complex commercial disputes, such as breach of contract, negligence, fraud, misrepresen-
tation, tortious interference, successor liability, business ownership, control and governance issues, 
mineral trespass and energy-related disputes, franchise disputes, and violations of various state and 
federal statutes. Ms. Burgess assists with secured lenders in protecting and recovering their collat-
eral whether through workout and forbearance, self-help remedies, state or federal court litigation, 
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or bankruptcy proceedings. She also assists secured and unsecured creditors, debtor-in-possession 
lenders, landlords, utilities and purchasers of assets in both complex commercial bankruptcies, as 
well in as large and small individual chapter 11 cases. Ms. Burgess represents plaintiffs and defen-
dants in preference actions nationally, fraudulent conveyance actions, claim objections, breach-of-
fiduciary-duty investigations, and any other contested or litigation matters in bankruptcy court, and 
she represents financial institutions (from local to national) in defending lender-liability claims and 
violations of state and federal statutes, as well as pursuing commercial foreclosure and collection 
actions. In addition, she mediates complex commercial disputes. Ms. Burgess has been listed in The 
Lawdragon 500 Leading U.S. Bankruptcy & Restructuring Lawyers for 2020, is a member of Lead-
ership Northern Kentucky’s Class of 2016, and is a top-rated lawyer by Martindale-Hubbell. She is 
a member of ABI and the Turnaround Management Association, International Women’s Insolvency 
& Restructuring Confederation and Southern Automotive Women’s Forum, for which she serves as 
board member. Ms. Burgess received her B.A. summa cum laude in 1991 from Thomas More Col-
lege and her J.D. in 1994 from the University of Cincinnati College of Law, where she was admitted 
to the Order of the Coif, Delta Theta Phi and the Moot Court Board.

Hon. Kevin J. Carey is a partner in Hogan Lovells US LLP’s Business Restructuring and Insol-
vency practice in Philadelphia and is a retired bankruptcy judge. He also is ABI’s President and rep-
resents both companies and creditors in domestic and cross-border bankruptcy proceedings. Judge 
Carey was first appointed to the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania in 
2001, then in 2005 began service on the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware (serv-
ing as chief judge from 2008-11). During that time, he authored more than 200 reported decisions, 
issued important rulings on key issues such as valuation, fiduciary duties and other complex chapter 
11 and confirmation issues, and presided over such high-profile cases as Exide Technologies, Tri-
bune Co. and New Century Financial. Judge Carey was the first judge to serve as global chair of the 
Turnaround Management Association and is an honorary member of the Turnaround, Restructuring 
and Distressed Investing Hall of Fame, as well as a Distinguished Fellow of the Association of Insol-
vency & Restructuring Advisors. In addition, he is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy 
and a member of the International Insolvency Institute, as well as a contributing author to Collier on 
Bankruptcy and a member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges. He also is a part-time 
adjunct professor in the LL.M. in Bankruptcy program at St. John’s University School of Law in 
New York City. Judge Carey began his legal career in 1979 clerking for Bankruptcy Judge Thomas 
M. Twardowski, then served as clerk of court of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District 
of Pennsylvania. He received his B.A. in 1976 from Pennsylvania State University and his J.D. in 
1979 from Villanova University School of Law.

Richard P. Carmody is a principal bankruptcy lawyer in the Birmingham, Ala., office of Adams 
and Reese LLP and has practiced law for more than 45 years. He specializes in insolvency law 
(C&I) and secured lending, and has a network of referral sources that he has developed throughout 
his career. Mr. Carmody is one of the firm’s principal bankruptcy attorneys, representing clients in 
difficult financial matters. He also provides counsel to lenders for complex commercial transactions 
and internal policies. In 1992, Mr. Carmody became the first lawyer in Alabama to become Board 
Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification. On the state level, 
he helped establish and served as the first chair of the Alabama State Bar section on bankruptcy and 
commercial law, and he was a member of the Alabama Law Institute’s committees for revision of the 
UCC (Articles 3, 4, 4A, 5 and 9). Mr. Carmody is a founding member of ABI, and he established and 
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co-chaired its Ethics Committee from 1999-2005. Additionally, he served as vice chair of the ABI’s 
2013 Task Force for Ethical Standards and was honored as ABI’s Committee Member of the Year in 
2012. Currently, he serves on ABI’s Veterans Task Force. Mr. Carmody was inducted as a Fellow in 
the American College of Bankruptcy in 1999 and serves as a director of the College Foundation and 
as a member of its pro bono committee. He is a frequent writer and lecturer on bankruptcy and com-
mercial law topics, and in 2017, the Alabama State Bar presented him with the Albert L. Vreeland 
Pro Bono Award. Mr. Carmody received his B.A. in finance in 1964 from the University of Illinois 
and his J.D. in 1975 from Vanderbilt University School of Law.

Tiffany L. Carroll is the Acting U.S. Trustee for Region 15 in San Diego, covering the Southern 
District of California, the Districts of Hawaii and Guam, and the Northern Mariana Islands. She be-
came the Assistant U.S. Trustee in the San Diego office, covering the Southern District of California 
in 2005 after serving as a trial attorney and attorney advisor for the U.S. Trustee Program since 1991. 
In December 2000, Ms. Carroll received the Executive Office for U.S. Trustee’s Director’s Award 
for Excellence in Legal Advocacy. She received her her undergraduate degree from Pitzer College in 
Claremont, Calif., and her J.D. from Seattle University School of Law in Tacoma, Wash.

Amber M. Carson is a partner-elect in Gray Reed & McGraw LLP’s Dallas office, where she guides 
debtors, creditors, official committees and other parties through every phase of commercial bank-
ruptcy and creditors’ rights matters before courts in Texas and across the country. She has helped cli-
ents achieve positive outcomes in difficult cases spanning many industries, from oil and gas, health 
care and retail to restaurants, construction and manufacturing. She also handles bankruptcy-related 
litigation involving a number of complex issues, including fraudulent transfers, preference actions 
and contract disputes. Ms. Carson currently serves on ABI’s Diversity and Inclusion Working Group 
and is a member of ABI’s Business Reorganization and Young and New Members Committees. 
In addition, she serves as president of the DFW Association of Young Bankruptcy Lawyers, vice 
president of Law School Relations for the Bankruptcy Law Section of the State Bar of Texas and 
membership co-chair for the DFW Network of the International Women’s Insolvency and Restruc-
turing Confederation. Following law school, Ms. Carson clerked for Hon. Harlin D. Hale, Chief U.S. 
Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Texas. In 2022, she was honored as one of ABI’s “40 
Under 40.” She also has been recognized as a Best Lawyer in Dallas Under 40 by D Magazine, a Ris-
ing Star by Texas Super Lawyers and a “One to Watch” in The Best Lawyers in America, and she was 
selected to participate in the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges’ Next Generation Program. 
Ms. Carson received her undergraduate degree from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst and 
her J.D. from Southern Methodist University’s Dedman School of Law, where she often serves as a 
guest lecturer on creditor’s rights.

Hon. Daniel P. Collins is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Arizona in Phoenix, appointed 
on Jan. 18, 2013. He served as chief judge from 2014-18. Previously, he was a shareholder with the 
law firm of Collins, May, Potenza, Baran & Gillespie, P.C. in downtown Phoenix, practicing primar-
ily in the areas of bankruptcy, commercial litigation and commercial transactions. Judge Collins Dan 
is President-Elect for the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, is a Fellow in the American 
College of Bankruptcy, served on ABI’s Board of Directors, is on the board of the Phoenix Chapter 
of the Federal Bar Association and is a member of the University of Arizona Law School’s Board 
of Visitors. He also is a founding member of the Arizona Bankruptcy American Inn of Court. Judge 
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Collins received both his B.S. in finance and accounting in 1980 and his J.D. in 1983 from the Uni-
versity of Arizona.

Melissa J. Davey is a standing chapter 13 trustee in the Northern District of Georgia for the Atlanta 
and Newnan divisions based in Atlanta, effective Oct. 1, 2017. Her office administers thousands of 
chapter 13 cases assigned to Hon. Paul M. Baisier and Hon. Lisa Ritchey Craig. Prior to her appoint-
ment, Ms. Davey was in private practice in Atlanta as a member of Stites & Harbison, PLLC in its 
Creditors’ Rights and Bankruptcy Group, where she focused primarily on representing institutional 
lenders and other creditors in bankruptcy and consumer and commercial litigation. Prior to joining 
Stites and Harbison, she was a staff attorney for a chapter 13 trustee in the Northern District of Geor-
gia for more than six years. She has also previously represented debtors in bankruptcy. Ms. Davey is 
currently a board member at large for the National Association of Chapter 13 Trustees and serves on 
the Bench and Bar Committee for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District of Georgia, 
which she previously chaired. She also serves on the advisory board for ABI’s Southeast Bankruptcy 
Workshop and is a Barrister in the W. Homer Drake, Jr. Georgia Bankruptcy American Inn of Court. 
In the past, Ms. Davey served as president/officer for the Bankruptcy Section of the Atlanta Bar As-
sociation, as co-chair of the Georgia Network of the International Women’s Insolvency & Restruc-
turing Confederation, and as president of the Metro Atlanta Consumer Bankruptcy Attorney Group. 
She received her B.A. in political science and French magna cum laude with honors and her J.D. 
from the Emory University School of Law in 2003. During her junior year of undergrad, she studied 
at the Sorbonne and the Institut Catholique in Paris.

Melissa Davis, CPA, CIRA, CFE is a partner with KapilaMukamal in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., where 
she concentrates her practice on providing insolvency, litigation and forensic investigation services 
to fiduciaries, debtors and creditors. She has assisted bankruptcy trustees and has acted as CRO for 
a variety of companies in chapter 11 bankruptcy, and she is experienced in 363 sales and liquidating 
chapter 11 plans. Her experience in insolvency matters also encompasses investigating fraudulent 
and preferential transfers and related defense and solvency analyses. Ms. Davis has assisted clients 
in bankruptcy-related financial reporting, claims review and litigation support in adversary proceed-
ings. She has also provided litigation support and damage calculations through forensic financial 
investigations in a variety of industries, and has assisted with the investigation of securities fraud, 
corporate business conduct and Ponzi schemes. Ms. Davis has worked in conjunction with the Se-
curities and Exchange Commission, the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office. She has also served as a court-appointed assignee in assignment for the benefit of credi-
tors matters and has served as a post-confirmation liquidating plan trustee. Ms. Davis has authored 
several articles that have been published in the ABI Journal and the journal for the Bankruptcy Bar 
Association of the Southern District of Florida. She received her B.B.A. in accounting from Florida 
Atlantic University.

Douglas E. Deutsch is a partner with Clifford Chance US LLP in New York, where his practice 
focuses on representing secured and unsecured creditors, debtors, and unofficial and official credi-
tors’ committees in chapter 11 cases and out-of-court restructurings. He is a regular speaker and 
writer on bankruptcy law topics. Mr. Deutsch previously served as ABI’s Vice President-Education 
and co-chaired a number of ABI conferences. He received his B.S. from Drew University and his 
J.D. from St. John’s University School of Law, where he was editor-in-chief of the ABI Law Review. 
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After graduation, he clerked for the Western District of Texas and then worked as an associate at a 
Texas law firm. He subsequently returned to St. John’s to obtain his LL.M. and was awarded the first 
American Bankruptcy Institute Scholarship.

Daniel F. Dooley, CTP is a principal and CEO at MorrisAnderson in Chicago, where he man-
ages the firm’s distressed business consulting practice. He is an accomplished crisis manager, busi-
ness operator and debt-restructurer. Mr. Dooley is a frequent speaker at industry conferences of the 
Turnaround Management Association and ABI on distressed and underperforming businesses, and 
a regular author for industry periodicals. Prior to joining MorrisAnderson in 1997, he served as an 
executive with several Fortune 500 manufacturers, including Illinois Tool Works (ITW), an indus-
trial manufacturer, and Allied Signal, an automotive electronics and aerospace manufacturer. He has 
served on board of directors and been a key advisor to small and large corporations and nonprofit or-
ganizations. Mr. Dooley has successfully managed numerous projects for middle-market companies 
and assumed dozens of interim-management positions as an independent director, CEO, CRO and 
CFO for client companies nationwide. During his career, he has negotiated numerous transactions 
involving debt-restructuring, supplier accommodations and business sales. Mr. Dooley specializes 
in the development and implementation of cost-reduction and restructuring plans, as well as restruc-
turing negotiations between companies and their creditors. He educates company ownership and 
management on realistic business plans, implementation of cost and liquidity improvements, and 
effective end-game strategies for clients. He also collaborates with management on issues related to 
turnaround, restructuring plans and business sales. Mr. Dooley has achieved results for companies in 
the automotive, aerospace, agriculture, capital equipment, metals, healthc are, transportation, food, 
distribution, oil and gas, and real estate industries. He has served on ABI’s Board of Directors and 
on the board of the Turnaround Management Association, for which he served as president of its 
1,000-member Chicago chapter. He is also a contributing author to The Chief Restructuring Officer’s 
Guide to Bankruptcy: Views fom Leading Insolvency Professionals (ABI 2013). Mr. Dooley received 
his B.B.A. and M.B.A. in finance at the Carlson School of Management from the University of Min-
nesota in Minneapolis.

Matthew T. Faga is a partner and member of Markus Williams Young & Hunsicker LLC in Den-
ver and concentrates his practice in the areas of restructuring, bankruptcy and insolvency law. He 
focuses on counseling secured and unsecured creditors, corporate debtors and debtors in possession, 
purchasers, and fiduciaries in bankruptcy cases and adversary proceedings, and he represents receiv-
ers, creditors and other parties in state receiverships, workouts and restructurings in Colorado and 
Wyoming. He also has appellate experience in oral advocacy and brief-writing at both the state and 
federal court levels. Prior to joining the firm, Mr. Faga clerked for the chief judge of the U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Court for the District of Colorado. He is an experienced speaker and presenter on many re-
structuring and insolvency issues, and has remained actively engaged in the bankruptcy community 
for well over a decade in various roles. Currently, he is an officer of the CBA Business Law Section 
Committee, and an adjunct professor at the University of Denver Sturm College of Law. Mr. Faga 
was honored as a member of the 2017 inaugural class of ABI’s 40 Under 40, and he is certified in 
Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification. He received his J.D. in 2009 from 
the University of Denver College of Law.
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James S. Feltman, CPA is a managing director in the Restructuring practice of Kroll, LLC in Mi-
ami, where his practice is focused on providing fiduciary, advisory consulting and expert witness tes-
timony in the areas of insolvency, restructuring, money laundering, Ponzi schemes, asset-tracing and 
recovery, accounting and financial statement reporting issues, causes of action against officers, di-
rectors and third parties, securities fraud, misrepresentation, and hedging and trading in complex se-
curities schemes. He has more than 30 years of experience in a broad range of litigation, forensic and 
investigative services, and he has led cross-border forensic and investigative engagements on behalf 
of U.S. and foreign government agencies and is an established expert in determining the underlying 
fact pattern, establishing liability and determining damages in myriad engagements. Mr. Feltman has 
served as an appointed fiduciary with a branch of the U.S. Department of Justice for nearly 30 years. 
He also has been appointed as an advisor by both federal (U.S. district and U.S. bankruptcy) and 
state courts, served as an arbitrator and mediator, and has been appointed as a monitor by the U.S. 
Federal Trade Commission (FTC). Recently, he was named a Top 25 Consultant in the “Excellence 
in Client Service” category for 2015 by Consulting Magazine. Prior to joining  Kroll, Mr. Feltman 
had more than 20 years of experience with Big 4 accounting firms, and was previously a partner at 
Mesirow Financial, Arthur Andersen LLP and KPMG LLP. He received his B.A. from the University 
of Wisconsin, Madison and his M.P.S. from Cornell University.

Kellie W. Fisher is an attorney with Drummond Woodsum in Portland, Maine, and a member of the 
firm’s Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights practice. She focuses her practice on bankruptcy matters, 
commercial litigation and transactions involving distressed companies. Ms. Fisher routinely repre-
sents financial institutions, secured and unsecured creditors (including official and ad hoc commit-
tees), lenders, debtors, equityholders, chapter 7 trustees, and liquidating and litigation trustees. She 
has substantial bankruptcy and litigation experience in New England and around the country and 
advises clients on all aspects of the restructuring and bankruptcy process, including DIP lending and 
cash-collateral issues, plan negotiation and drafting, § 363 sales, adversary proceedings, contested 
matters, and fraudulent conveyance and preference litigation. She also routinely represents parties in 
out-of-court debt restructurings, Article 9 and real estate foreclosures, receiverships, and other debt-
or/creditor litigation. Recent examples of Ms. Fisher’s representations include the senior secured 
lenders in numerous subchapter V cases, the official committee of unsecured creditors in the Calais 
Regional Hospital bankruptcy case, and the largest creditor in a contested sale trial in the IDL Devel-
opment, Inc. chapter 11 bankruptcy case. She also successfully represented a Vermont-based textile 
firm as the debtor in its chapter 11 bankruptcy case and restructured millions of dollars in debt in 
the process. Ms. Fisher is recognized as “One to Watch” in Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights/
Insolvency and Reorganization Law in The Best Lawyers in America, and she co-chairs the board of 
the New England chapter of the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation 
(IWIRC). She is also an active member of ABI, and she has spoken at the ABI Northeast Bankruptcy 
Conference and as well as published articles for ABI. Prior to joining Drummond Woodsum, Ms. 
Fisher was a restructuring attorney at an international law firm in Boston. She received her B.A. in 
2012 from Colby College and her J.D. in 2015 from Boston College School of Law.

Jennifer Fox is a dispute-resolution partner with Ogier in Grand Cayman, Cayman Islands. She has 
been practicing in the Cayman Islands since 2009 (and in the BVI since 2008), and has experience 
in all contentious issues coming before the Cayman Islands courts. Ms. Fox’s practice spans all off-
shore aspects of complex commercial litigation, fraud and asset-tracing, contentious insolvency and 
restructuring, and contentious private client work. She is a member of both the firm’s global Restruc-
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turing and Corporate Recovery team and its Trust Advisory Group. Ms. Fox has been listed in the 
Legal 500 Caribbean for 2023 and in Chambers Global and Who’s Who Legal for Asset Recovery 
in 2022. She regularly appears in the Financial Services Division of the Grand Court and acts for all 
participants in the offshore financial services market, including insolvency office-holders; invest-
ment managers and directors of Cayman vehicles; creditors, shareholders and limited partners; and 
all other parties to large scale commercial; fraud, and insolvency litigation. Ms. Fox holds a First 
Class Bachelor of Laws (with Honours) from Keele University and obtained a postgraduate diploma 
in law at the Inns of Court School of Law in London, and she was a Major and Pegasus Scholar of 
the Inner Temple.

N. Chris Glenos is a partner with Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP in Birmingham, Ala. He is a 
creditors’ rights attorney with experience in complex insolvency and bankruptcy-related litigation, 
and the practice group leader of the firm’s Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights Practice Group. Mr. 
Glenos routinely represents clients in commercial litigation, fraudulent transfer and preference ac-
tions, receiverships, contested bankruptcy matters, lender-liability claims, commercial foreclosures, 
executions, replevin actions and prejudgment seizures. He also has successfully represented lender 
clients in numerous complex workouts and restructurings outside of court. Mr. Glenos’s recent en-
gagements include representing bondholders in successfully seeking the remedies of receivership 
and foreclosure against three distressed assisted living facilities in Florida and Alabama, represent-
ing a publicly traded health care company in the collection of a $2.9 billion judgment against its 
former CEO in the wake of an accounting scandal, the defense of a publicly traded company in a 
fraudulent transfer lawsuit seeking over $100 million in damages related to a leveraged buyout, and 
representing creditor clients in energy and construction sector bankruptcies. He is a member of ABI 
and the Turnaround Management Association and International Association for Asset Recovery, and 
he serves on the board of directors for the American Board of Certification. Mr. Glenos received his 
B.S. with honors in 1989 from the University of Alabama and his J.D. cum laude in 1992 from the 
University of Alabama School of Law, where he served on the school’s law review and participated 
in the John A. Campbell Moot Court.

David E. Gordon is a shareholder with Polsinelli PC in Atlanta and leads Polsinelli’s national dis-
tressed health care practice. He counsels on business bankruptcies and insolvencies with a distinct 
focus on health care industry restructuring. Mr. Gordon has represented health care providers, REITs, 
hospitals, lenders, landlords, health care systems, skilled-nursing and assisted-living facilities, pur-
chasers of distressed assets, secured and unsecured creditors, committees, trustees and other parties-
in-interest in chapter 11 reorganization proceedings, receiverships and workouts throughout the U.S. 
His transactional experience includes representing purchasers in § 363 sales and representing various 
parties in problem loan workouts, bridge loans and other financings, forbearance agreements and other 
distressed transactions. Prior to joining Polsinelli, Mr. Gordon taught as an adjunct professor of law 
at the Emory University School of Law for more than seven years. He received his B.A. in 2003 from 
Georgetown University and his J.D. with honors in 2006 from Emory University School of Law.

Hon. John T. Gregg is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Michigan in Grand 
Rapids, appointed on July 17, 2014. Previously, he was a partner with the law firm of Barnes & 
Thornburg LLP, where he focused on corporate restructuring, bankruptcy and other insolvency mat-
ters. Judge Gregg is the chair of the education committee of the National Conference of Bankruptcy 



AMERICAN BANKRUPTCY INSTITUTE

903

Judges for 2022, serves on the ABI’s Board of Directors, was recently inducted as a Fellow of the 
American College of Bankruptcy, and is a member of the American Law Institute. He is a frequent 
writer and speaker on bankruptcy and other commercial issues, and he has written and co-edited nu-
merous secondary sources, including Collier Guide to Chapter 11, published by LexisNexis; Strate-
gies for Secured Creditors in Workouts and Foreclosures, published by ALI-ABA; Issues for Sup-
pliers and Customers of Financially Troubled Auto Suppliers, published by ABI; Michigan Security 
Interests in Personal Property, published by the Institute of Continuing Legal Education; Handling 
Consumer and Small Business Bankruptcies in Michigan, published by the Institute of Continu-
ing Legal Education; Interrupted! Understanding Bankruptcy’s Effects on Manufacturing Supply 
Chains, published by ABI; and Receiverships in Michigan, published by the Institute of Continuing 
Legal Education. Judge Gregg received his B.A. in 1996 from the University of Michigan and his 
J.D. in 2002 from DePaul University College of Law.

Hon. Bruce A. Harwood is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of New Hampshire in Con-
cord, appointed to the bench in March 2013. He also serves on the First Circuit’s Bankruptcy Appel-
late Panel. Prior to his appointment to the bench, Judge Harwood chaired the Bankruptcy, Insolvency 
and Creditors’ Rights Group at Sheehan Phinney Bass + Green in Manchester, N.H., representing 
business debtors, asset-purchasers, secured and unsecured creditors, creditors’ committees, trustees 
in bankruptcy, and insurance and banking regulators in connection with the rehabilitation and liqui-
dation of insolvent insurers and trust companies. He was a chapter 7 panel trustee in the District of 
New Hampshire and mediated disputes arising in debtor/creditor relations. Judge Harwood serves 
on ABI’s Board of Directors on its Communication, Information and Technology Committee. He 
served as co-chair of ABI’s Commercial Fraud Committee, as program co-chair of (and presently 
as judicial advisor to) ABI’s Northeast Bankruptcy Conference; and as Northeast Regional Chair of 
the ABI Endowment Fund’s Development Committee. He also served on ABI’s Civility Task Force. 
Judge Harwood is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and was consistently recognized 
in the bankruptcy law section of The Best Lawyers in America, in New England SuperLawyers and 
by Chambers USA. He received his B.A. from Northwestern University and his J.D. from Washing-
ton University School of Law.

Andrew C. Helman is a partner in the Restructuring, Insolvency and Bankruptcy practice group at 
Dentons in Portland, Maine, where he focuses his practice on bankruptcy and insolvency matters and 
works to restructure all types of businesses, including those in the health care sector. He has served 
as lead counsel to debtors, trustees, secured parties and others in chapter 11 cases, including having 
served as independent counsel to a state attorney general in several chapter 11 cases in New England 
and Delaware. Mr. Helman has particular experience as lead counsel representing rural hospitals 
in chapter 11 cases, and has successfully confirmed chapter 11 plans that have allowed rural hospi-
tals to continue operating with restructured balance sheets. His practice also includes commercial 
and insolvency-related litigation. He successfully obtained three temporary restraining orders and a 
permanent injunction against the U.S. Small Business Administration due to the agency’s decision 
to exclude debtors from participating in the federal Paycheck Protection Program. Mr. Helman fre-
quently writes articles for national insolvency publications and teaches seminars on bankruptcy and 
fraudulent transfer law. In addition, he co-chairs ABI’s Health Care Committee and was honored in 
ABI’s 2019 class of “40 Under 40.” Mr. Helman was selected as one of 40 attorneys nationally to 
participate in the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges’ 2016 NextGen Program. He is ranked 
in Chambers for bankruptcy and restructuring and has been listed in the 2015-20 issues of Super 
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Lawyers as a “Rising Star.” Mr. Helman received his B.A. cum laude from the University of Mas-
sachusetts and his J.D. summa cum laude from the University of Maine.

Adam D. Herring is Of Counsel with Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP in Atlanta, where 
he focuses his practice on bankruptcy, restructuring, consumer financial services regulation and 
related litigation. As former associate general counsel in the Department of Justice’s U.S. Trustee 
Program, he provided senior-level strategic guidance for high-profile bankruptcy matters, managed 
litigation teams for significant multijurisdictional cases, and negotiated resolutions in nationwide 
matters involving financial institutions and other parties. Mr. Herring has experience representing 
debtors and creditors in chapter 11 bankruptcy cases and parties in bankruptcy-related litigation, 
including as first-chair trial counsel in fraudulent and preferential transfer avoidance actions. He 
regularly speaks and writes about emerging issues of bankruptcy law. Previously, Mr. Herring was 
in private practice in Atlanta, representing parties in chapter 7, 11 and 13 bankruptcy cases and in 
bankruptcy and commercial litigation. He is a 2019 honoree of ABI’s “40 Under 40” program, re-
ceived a Director’s Award from the U.S. Trustee Program, and was named Volunteer of the Year for 
the Atlanta Legal Aid Society in 2015. Mr. Herring currently serves as Newsletter Editor for ABI’s 
Ethics and Professional Compensation Committee. He received his undergraduate degree with dis-
tinction from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and his J.D. from Emory University 
School of Law.

Hon. Barbara J. Houser is a retired U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Texas in 
Dallas, now serving on recall status, and she is ABI’s Immediate Past President. She previously was 
with Locke, Purnell, Boren, Laney & Neely in Dallas and became a shareholder there in 1985. In 
1988, she joined Sheinfeld, Maley & Kay, P.C. as the shareholder-in-charge of the Dallas office and 
remained there until she was sworn in as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge in 2000. While at Sheinfeld, Judge 
Houser led the firm’s representation of clients in a variety of significant national chapter 11 cases. 
She lectures and publishes frequently, is a past chairman of the Dallas Bar Association’s Commit-
tee on Bankruptcy and Corporate Reorganization, is a member of the Dallas, Texas and American 
Bar Associations, and is a Fellow of the Texas and American Bar Foundations. Judge Houser served 
as a contributing author to Collier on Bankruptcy for many years and taught creditors’ rights as a 
visiting professor at the SMU Dedman School of Law. She was elected a Fellow of the American 
College of Bankruptcy in 1994, and in 1996, she was elected a conferee of the National Bankruptcy 
Conference. In 1998, the National Law Journal named Judge Houser as one of the 50 most influential 
women lawyers in America. After becoming a bankruptcy judge, she joined the National Conference 
of Bankruptcy Judges and served as its president from 2009-10. Judge Houser has received a variety 
of awards and honors since taking the bench, the Distinguished Alumni Award for Judicial Service 
from the SMU Dedman School of Law in February 2011, ABI’s Judge William Norton Jr. Judicial 
Excellence Award in October 2014, and the Distinguished Service Award from the Alliance of Bank-
ruptcy Inns of the American Inns of Court in October 2016. She also received the Distinguished 
Service Award from the American College of Bankruptcy in October 2021. Judge Houser has served 
the judiciary in a number of capacities during her 21 years on the bench, including as a member of 
the Judicial Conference Committee on the Administration of the Bankruptcy System for seven years, 
as a member of the faculty that the Federal Judicial Center selected to teach new bankruptcy judges 
for many years, and as a member of the board of directors of the Federal Judicial Center, which is 
chaired by Chief Justice John Roberts. In June 2017, she was appointed to serve as the leader of a 
five-federal-judge mediation team tasked with settling all of the issues in dispute in connection with 
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the historic insolvency filings by the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and certain related instrumen-
talities under Title III of PROMESA. Judge Houser received her undergraduate degree with high 
distinction from the University of Nebraska and her J.D. from Southern Methodist University Law 
School, where she was editor of its law review.

Marshall S. Huebner co-heads Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP’s Insolvency and Restructuring Group 
in New York, where he focuses his practice on corporate restructuring and insolvency law. He ad-
vises purchasers, companies and boards of directors in many non-public distressed matters, and has 
provided risk-management and bankruptcy advice on derivative products and other complex trans-
actions. Mr. Huebner has authored numerous articles on bankruptcy law, including the bankruptcy 
chapter of the leading guide to broker-dealer regulation, and is a contributing editor for the Collier 
Bankruptcy Practice Guide. He is a member of the National Bankruptcy Conference and a Fellow 
in the American College of Bankruptcy. In addition, he is one of only five U.S. lawyers to have 
been twice named a “Dealmaker of the Year” by The American Lawyer. Mr. Huebner served as lead 
counsel to the Federal Reserve Bank of New York and to the U.S. Department of the Treasury with 
respect to their $182 billion in multiple financings and 79.9% equity stake in AIG. He is also counsel 
to the joint administrators and liquidators of Lehman Brothers International and its U.K. Lehman 
affiliates. Mr. Huebner was lead counsel to Citibank, as bank agent, in Lyondell in the largest pri-
vate DIP financing in U.S. history. He has also routinely advised purchasers, companies and boards 
of directors in many non-public distressed matters, and provides risk-management and bankruptcy 
advice on derivatives products and other complex transactions to clients such as Morgan Stanley, 
J.P. Morgan, Citibank, Goldman Sachs, Credit Suisse and Bank of America Securities.  Mr. Huebner 
testified by invitation before the House Judiciary Subcommittee on Commercial and Administrative 
Law on how to restructure the Bankruptcy Code to strike a better balance between debtors’ needs for 
reorganization tools and the needs of and issues facing employees of companies in chapter 11. He 
graduated magna cum laude from Princeton University in 1988, where he was awarded Fulbright 
and Rotary Scholarships, and he received his J.D. from Yale Law School, where he was awarded a 
Ford Foundation Fellowship and was a senior editor of the Yale Law Journal.

Benjamin Ilhardt is a senior vice president in Houlihan Lokey’s Financial Restructuring Group 
and is based in the firm’s Chicago office. He has more than a decade of experience advising com-
panies, investors and other parties-in-interest to special situations across a wide range of industries, 
and his transaction experience spans a variety of engagement types, from large multi-constituent 
in-court restructurings (such as Hexion, Momentive Performance Materials and Residential Capital) 
to reorganizations and recapitalizations of nonprofit organizations (such as the Daughters of Charity 
Health System, Lifespace Communities and Oconee Regional Health System). Mr. Ilhardt previ-
ously worked for Bain & Co., where he performed analysis and research to support the decision-
making of senior management at Fortune 500 and private-equity clients across a variety of sectors. 
He received his B.S.B. summa cum laude in finance from the Carlson School of Management at the 
University of Minnesota.

Eric L. Johnson is a partner at Spencer Fane LLP in Kansas City, Mo., and the practice group leader 
for its Bankruptcy, Restructuring and Creditors’ Rights Group. He represents clients in bankruptcy, 
nonbankruptcy insolvency proceedings, such as receiverships and other related insolvency matters. 
Mr. Johnson is a member of the panel of chapter 7 trustees and has served as a federal equity receiver 
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for the Western District of Missouri. He currently chairs the Missouri Bar’s Business/Corporate 
Division. In the past, Mr. Johnson has served as co-chair for the Missouri Bar’s Bankruptcy Credi-
tor-Debtor Rights Committee, president of the Kansas Bar Association Bankruptcy and Insolvency 
Section, president of the Kansas City Bankruptcy Bar Association, and as a member of the Bench 
Bar Committees for the U.S. Bankruptcy Courts for the District of Kansas and the Western District 
of Missouri. He currently serves on ABI’s Board of Directors and on the advisory board for the 
Midwestern Bankruptcy Institute, and he is a past chair of ABI’s Secured Creditors Committee and 
has served in other committee leadership positions. Mr. Johnson is a frequent author and speaker 
on insolvency-related topics and is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American 
Board of Certification. He was recently selected into The American College of Bankruptcy, Class 
XXXII (2021). Mr. Johnson received his undergraduate degree from the University of Northern 
Iowa and his J.D. from the University of Iowa College of Law.

Hon. David R. Jones is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Texas in Houston, 
initially sworn in on Sept, 30, 2011, and named Chief Judge in 2015. Prior to becoming a judge, he 
was a partner in the bankruptcy group at Porter Hedges, LLP in Houston, specializing in bankruptcy 
and bankruptcy-related litigation. Judge Jones received his B.S. in electrical engineering from Duke 
University in 1983, his M.B.A. from Southern Methodist University in 1986, and his J.D. from the 
University of Houston in 1992, where he served as editor-in-chief of the Houston Law Review.

Eve H. Karasik is a partner at Levene, Neale, Bender, Yoo & Golubchik L.L.P. in Los Angeles 
and focuses her practice on corporate restructuring and bankruptcy, including the representation 
of chapter 11 debtors, unsecured creditor and equity committees, trustees, secured and unsecured 
creditors, and parties involved in bankruptcy litigation and appeals. Her prior debtor engagements 
include Valley Economic Development Corp. Marshall Broadcasting, Inc., Cornerstone Apparel, 
Inc., Anna’s Linens, Inc., Associated Third Party Administrators and Allied Fund Administrators 
LLC, Imperial Capital Bancorp, Inc., Utah 7000, LLC, Falcon Products, Inc., Clark Retail Group 
and U.S. Aggregates, Inc. Her creditor and equity committee cases include PHI, Inc., New Meatco 
Provisions, LLC, Circus and Eldorado Joint Venture, Riviera Holdings Corporation, Eurofresh, Inc., 
USA Capital First Trust Deed Fund, Aladdin Gaming, Inc. and Amerco. Ms. Karasik has represented 
clients in state and federal receiverships, and assignments for the benefit of creditors. She served as 
trustee’s counsel in SIPA liquidations (W.S. Clearing, Inc.), examiner’s counsel in Fontainebleau Las 
Vegas Holdings, LLC and counsel to Bankruptcy Code § 524(g) settlement trusts. Ms. Karasik is an 
American College of Bankruptcy Fellow and is ranked in Chambers USA as a Band 3 Bankruptcy 
and Restructuring attorney. She received the Century City Bankruptcy Attorney of the Year (2015) 
and the Turnaround Management Association’s “2007 Large Company Transaction of the Year” 
award. Ms. Karasik serves as ABI’s Vice President-Diversity & Inclusion, is the incoming president 
of the Los Angeles Bankruptcy Forum, and is a member of several other professional organizations. 
She received her B.A. with high honors from the University of California, Berkeley in 1984 and her 
J.D. from the University of Southern California in 1991, where she was a member of the Order of 
the Coif.

Henry C. Kevane is the managing partner of the San Francisco office of Pachulski Stang Ziehl & 
Jones LLP and has represented both debtors and creditors in bankruptcy matters nationwide for more 
than 30 years. He has worked with clients from a wide variety of industries, including the debtors in 
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the chapter 11 cases of Verity Health System, Thorpe Insulation, Deltagen, Yipes Communications 
and Worlds of Wonder, and the creditors’ committees in the chapter 11 cases of SeraCare Life Sci-
ences, America West Airlines and Guy F. Atkinson Co. He has also participated in several chapter 
9 municipal bankruptcy cases, including the Mendocino Coast Health Care District, County of Or-
ange, Adair County Hospital District (Kentucky), West Contra Costa Healthcare District, Palm Drive 
Health Care District and Heffernan Memorial Hospital District. Mr. Kevane has written and lectured 
on numerous cross-border, intellectual-property, federal asset-forfeiture and municipal-restructur-
ing topics. He recently co-authored Asset Forfeiture and Insolvency: A Parallel Case Management 
Guide, published in October 2019 by the American Bar Association. He also authored Chapter 9 
Bankruptcy Strategies, published by Thomson Reuters, and contributed to Debtor-in-Possession 
Financing: Funding a Chapter 11 Case, published by the American Bankruptcy Institute. In 2015, 
Mr. Kevane was inducted as a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy. He is vice chair of 
the ABA’s Business Bankruptcy Committee and a past chair of two committees of the State Bar of 
California, the Insolvency Law Committee and the Committee on Federal Courts. In addition, he 
is a board member and treasurer of the Ocean Avenue Association, a California public benefit cor-
poration. Mr. Kevane received his undergraduate degree from Brown University and his J.D. from 
Southwestern Law School.

Melissa S. Kibler, CPA, CIRA, CTP, CFF and CDBV is a senior managing director in the Chicago 
office of Accordion Partners, which acquired Mackinac Partners, her previous firm, in May 2021. 
She has more than 30 years of experience providing financial advisory, restructuring and turnaround 
management services to Fortune 500 and mid-sized companies and their stakeholders. Ms. Kibler 
recently served as an expert on feasibility in the Boy Scouts of America matter; CRO in the bank-
ruptcies of Rubio’s Restaurants, a 170-unit Mexican coastal grill, and Juno, previously the third-
largest ride-hailing company in New York; and as the CFO of Edmentum, a leading provider of K-12 
online learning solutions. She also has extensive investigative, litigation and valuation experience, 
including insolvency-related litigation, avoidance actions, fraud investigations, merger and acquisi-
tion disputes, director and officer claims, and other commercial litigation support. Ms. Kibler was 
previously a senior managing director in the Chicago office and an executive committee member of 
Mesirow Financial Consulting following its 2004 acquisition of the corporate recovery practice of 
KPMG LLP, where she had served as partner-in-charge of the Midwest Corporate Recovery practice 
and the Pacific Northwest Corporate Recovery and Forensic & Litigation Services practices since 
1999 after starting her career at PricewaterhouseCoopers. Ms. Kibler currently chairs the American 
College of Bankruptcy, and her prior leadership roles in professional associations include ABI Presi-
dent and Chair, director of INSOL International and chair of the AICPA Bankruptcy Task Force. She 
received the 2022 Global M&A Network USA Women Dealmakers DEI Award and the 2021 Global 
M&A Network’s Women’s Leadership Award, and she was named the Chicago Chapter Turnaround 
Management Association’s 2021 CTP of the Year, Consulting Magazine’s 2013 Women Leader in 
Consulting, Illinois CPA Society’s 2011 Women to Watch, the IWIRC 2010 Woman of the Year in 
Restructuring, Crain’s Chicago Business’s 2004 40 Under 40, and the 2003 CIRA Gold Medal Win-
ner. Ms. Kibler received her B.A. in accounting summa cum laude from Texas A&M University and 
her M.B.A. from Southern Methodist University, graduating first in her class.

Rafael Klotz is a senior managing director of Gordon Brothers International Transaction Team in 
New York. He is involved in all aspects of Gordon Brothers’ business outside of North America, 
including deal-structuring and execution, global expansion and business development. He is also 
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leading the development of the firm’s business in Latin America. Prior to moving to the international 
division, Mr. Klotz led the firm’s Brand Division, and before that, he was involved in major transac-
tions across all of Gordon Brothers’ divisions. Before joining Gordon Brothers in 2008, Mr. Klotz 
practiced law, specializing in corporate insolvency, finance law and mergers and acquisitions, with 
an emphasis on cross-border transactions. Mr. Klotz has served on the board of directors of Polaroid, 
Ascend Brands, Ben Sherman, The Sharper Image, The Bombay Company and Linens ’N Things. 
He is a native Spanish speaker and fluent in English and Portuguese. Mr. Klotz received his Bach-
elor’s degree from Berklee College of Music and his J.D. from Boston College Law School.

Meredith A. Lahaie is a partner with Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP in New York and 
San Francisco, She represents debtors, creditors, bondholders, debtor-in-possession lenders and ac-
quirers of businesses and assets in large, complex chapter 11 cases and out of court restructurings. 
Ranked as one of the industry’s leading restructuring lawyers by Chambers USA and Legal 500, and 
recently named one of The Deal’s Top Women Dealmakers in Restructuring, Ms. Lahaie advises on 
complex restructuring cases of all sizes, both in and out of court, and has handled matters for clients 
in industries as varied as real estate, retail, energy, shipping and entertainment. She is regarded as 
one of the industry’s leading young restructuring lawyers, and in the last five years deals in which 
she played a central role have been recognized with 14 awards. Following law school, Ms. Lahaie 
clerked for Hon. Adlai S. Hardin in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of New 
York. She received her B.A. magna cum laude in 2002 from Tufts University and her J.D. in 2005 
from the University of Connecticut School of Law.

Adam M. Lavine is a lawyer with Kobre & Kim LLP in New York, where he represents debtors, 
creditors, board members and other stakeholders in insolvency-related disputes and investigations, 
often serving as special litigation counsel to participants in cross-border chapter 11 and chapter 15 
proceedings. He also represents distressed debt funds, private-equity funds and other institutional 
investors in high-stakes civil disputes concerning distressed transactions, secured and unsecured 
debt, and other litigation in the financial markets. In cases involving fraud, misconduct or asset-con-
cealment, Mr. Lavine frequently works with the firm’s asset-recovery specialists on the monetization 
and pursuit of high-value claims against principals and stakeholders, often on behalf of bankruptcy 
trustees or other insolvency administrators. Before joining Kobre & Kim, he practiced in Weil, Got-
shal & Manges LLP’s restructuring group, where he focused on representing debtors in out-of-court 
and chapter 11 restructurings and advised on distressed M&A transactions. Mr. Lavine is a member 
of the International Insolvency Institute’s NextGen Leadership Program, Legal Services NYC Pro 
Bono Associate Advisory Board and the New York City Bar Association. He received the New York 
State Bar Association’s President’s Pro Bono Service Award in 2012. Mr. Lavine received his B.A. 
from the University of Pennsylvania and his J.D. from New York Universeity School of Law.

Franklind D. Lea, CIRA is the president of Tactical Financial Consulting, LLC in Alpharetta, 
Ga., and has more than 30 years of professional experience and education in complex business and 
financial matters. He has broad expertise in commercial finance, insolvency, real estate, real estate 
finance and valuation. His experiences encompass business and project evaluation, damage claims 
and lost profits, debt and equity structuring and restructuring, feasibility analysis, financial analysis, 
investment management, lending and leasing, and valuation. His professional roles have been as 
an appraiser, commercial lender, credit officer, financial consultant and workout officer. Since the 
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creation of Tactical Financial, Mr. Lea has provided services to companies, investors, lenders and 
secured creditors, unsecured creditors’ committees and law firms. He has acted as an advisor and 
litigation consultant, and has provided expert witness reports and expert testimony for a number of 
matters related to damage claims, feasibility, financing, real estate and specialized bankruptcy issues 
such as the § 1111(b) election, § 1129 confirmation requirements, the indubitable equivalent and Till 
cramdown interest rates. Within these roles, he has participated in more than 200 court hearings and 
provided testimony through affidavits, depositions and direct examination within the courtroom. 
Prior to forming Tactical Financial, Mr. Lea was a senior lender at Textron Financial Corp. for 11 
years, where he focused on specialty real estate lending and large account workouts for real estate, 
equipment leasing and commercial lending. During his tenure at Textron Financial, he held several 
senior roles within its specialty lending divisions and risk-management department. He completed 
approximately 50 multi-million dollar specialty loan transactions and conducted several multi-year 
complex workouts and financial restructurings. Mr. Lea sits on ABI’s Board of Directors and is an 
At-Large member of its Executive Committee. He also is a former co-chair of ABI’s Asset Sales 
Committee and sits on the advisory board of ABI’s Judge Alexander L. Paskay Memorial Bankrupt-
cy Seminar. Mr. Lea received his B.S. in management and his M.B.A. from Florida State University, 
and a Master’s degree in real estate and urban analysis from the University of Florida.

Johnny J. Lee, CPA, CIRA is a managing director in Grant Thornton LLP’s Transaction Services 
group in New York and has nearly 20 years of accounting, transaction, restructuring and financial 
advisory experience. His experience in health care includes currently serving as a advisor to a health 
care system in Texas in its operational turnaround cash management and as an advisor to Highmark, 
Inc. in its strategic initiatives. Having originally advised Highmark on its creation of one of the 
largest integrated health care delivery systems, Mr. Lee led the team in preparing financial projec-
tions and business plan analysis, and in discussions with representatives of state regulators to gain 
approval for the transaction, which totaled over $2 billion in investment for seven hospitals and 
the build-out of a large physician network. His work also involved working with actuarial analy-
ses, integrating and consolidation of financial reporting, analysis of potential revenue enhancement 
and cost-reduction opportunities, bondholder negotiations, quantifying contingencies, review of the 
structure of the transaction, and analysis of investments in capital improvements, including system 
upgrades/replacements. Mr. Lee has served as a key advisor and expert in health care affiliations, 
acquisitions or joint ventures where the financial projections and business plans developed served as 
the basis in negotiations of revenue/earnings share or cost-split arrangements and transition agree-
ments. Additionally, he has served as a C-suite executive or interim-management team member in a 
transaction or bankruptcy. He also has served in numerous situations for companies as an accountant 
or to assist the audit team on technical accounting matters related to transactions or mergers. Mr. 
Lee has provided forensic and investigative services for FCPA investigation, performed diligence 
and quality-of-earnings review, advised lenders in the negotiation of credit facilities, and advised 
creditors in out-of-court negotiations. Prior to joining Grant Thornton, he served as a manager in 
the Reorganization Services Group at Deloitte Financial Advisory Services LLP and worked in the 
Accounting and Finance department of Gap Inc. Mr. Lee received his B.S. in accounting and finance 
from the State University of New York at Buffalo.

Angela M. Libby is a restructuring partner with Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP in New York, where 
she advises debtors, creditors, banks, hedge funds, lenders, asset-purchasers and other strategic par-
ties in a wide range of corporate restructuring matters, including prepackaged and traditional bank-
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ruptcies, out-of-court workouts, debtor-in-possession and exit financing transactions, asset sales, 
bankruptcy litigation, cross-border insolvencies and liability-management transactions. A 2019 ABI 
“40 Under 40” honoree, Ms. Libby was named a 2021 “Rising Star” in energy by Law360, and 
Turnarounds & Workouts listed her among 2020’s “Outstanding Young Restructuring Lawyers.” In 
addition, she was one of only three recipients nationwide of the 2019 IFLR “US Rising Star Award,” 
and she was named in Global Restructuring Review’s “40 Under 40” list in 2022. Ms. Libby received 
her A.B. in history and religion from Dartmouth College and her J.D. from New York University 
School of Law, where she was an AnBryce Scholar.

Demetra L. Liggins is a partner with McGuireWoods in Houston and has nearly 20 years of experi-
ence in business finance and restructurings for a variety of large and small public and private com-
panies. Ms. Liggins has led many representations of bankruptcy clients, working on both in-court 
and out-of-court restructurings. She works with her clients to purchase and sell assets in distressed 
situations, secure financing, and negotiate structure and implement cash-collateral orders and debt-
or-in-possession financing agreements. Her clients include health care systems, retail corporations, 
financial institutions, oil and gas companies, partnerships and private-equity funds, among others. 
Ms. Liggins is a frequent speaker on bankruptcy and finance-related topics, in addition to speaking 
on career goals, branding, and mentorship to minority and female audiences ranging from estab-
lished professionals to students. She has been actively involved in numerous organizations, includ-
ing serving as Southern Regional director and a former Fellow of the Leadership Council on Legal 
Diversity; past Houston Network chair of the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring 
Confederation (IWIRC); a member of the Women’s Business Alliance, Greater Houston Partnership; 
a member and former chair of the Bankruptcy Section of the Houston Bar Association; a member 
of the Cumberland Law School Advisory Board; a member of the Women’s Energy Network; and a 
Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, American Bar Foundation, Houston Young Lawyers 
Foundation and Texas Bar Foundation. She has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America, Texas 
Super Lawyers and Texas Rising Stars by Thomson Reuters, as a Law Firm Rainmaker by Diversity 
& the Bar, and to Houston’s “Top Lawyers” by H Texas magazine. She has also been featured in 
Law360’s Minority Powerbroker Q&A series. She also was honored in 2020 by the Houston As-
sociation for Women Attorneys Premier Women in Law and for the 2019 Texas Minority Counsel 
Lifetime Achievement Award. Ms. Liggins received her B.S. in business administration cum laude 
from Christian Brothers University in 1997 and her J.D. cum laude from the Cumberland School of 
Law at Samford University in 2000.

Hon. Christopher M. Lopez is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Texas in Hous-
ton, appointed on Aug. 14, 2019. He previously was in private practice in Houston from 2003-19. 
Judge Lopez received his B.A. in psychlogy in 1996 from the University of Houston, his M.A. in 
theology in 1999 from Yale University and his J.D. from the University of Texas School of Law in 
2003.

Prof. Lois R. Lupica is the director of the Law + Innovation Lab at the University of Denver Sturm 
College of Law in Denver and the Maine Law Foundation Professor of Law, Emerita at the Univer-
sity of Maine School of Law. In 2019, she received a Fulbright Senior Scholar Award, where she 
researched access to justice and technology at the University of Melbourne in Melbourne, Australia. 
Prof. Lupica is an affiliated faculty member of the Harvard Law School Access to Justice Lab, co-
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principal investigator of the Financial Distress Research Study, and co-principal investigator of the 
Princeton Debt Lab. She is currently a visiting scholar at the Colorado Law & Policy Center, and her 
empirical work has been funded by the National Science Foundation, the National Conference of 
Bankruptcy Judges, the Arnold Foundation, JPAL and ABI. Prof. Lupica has published articles on a 
variety of topics, including access to justice, legal design, bankruptcy, consumer finance, securitiza-
tion, property and contract theory, intellectual property in commerce, secured transactions and legal 
ethics, as well as a leading casebook on Bankruptcy Law & Practice. She is also a member of Sync 
Gallery in Denver, where she shows her cold wax and encaustic paintings. Her artwork is in numer-
ous private and corporate collections and has been featured in museums and galleries. Prof. Lupica 
received her B.S. in consumer economics from Cornell University and her J.D. magna cum laude 
from Boston University School of Law.

Jennifer B. Lyday is a partner at Waldrep Wall Babcock & Bailey PLLC in Winston-Salem, N.C. Prior 
to joining the firm, she was an associate at Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, LLP, where she focused 
on corporate chapter 11 representations and related state court debtor/creditor representations. Ms. 
Lyday has represented secured creditors, distressed businesses, unsecured creditors’ committees, and 
trustees in business bankruptcy cases. She has also represented buyers and sellers of assets in bank-
ruptcy, and has counseled clients in complex civil litigation. Her civil litigation experience includes 
officers and directors’ liability, personal injury, premises liability, wrongful death and professional 
negligence defense. In addition, Ms. Lyday has significant pro bono experience working with Legal 
Aid of North Carolina, particularly in helping domestic violence victims obtain 50-B protection orders. 
She also regularly represents parents of children abducted and taken into the U.S. in Hague Convention 
cases, and she helped a victim of religious persecution in Burma obtain asylum in the U.S. Ms. Lyday 
received her B.A. in 2006 from Wake Forest University and her J.D. in 2009 from the William & Mary 
School of Law, where she was lead articles editor of the William & Mary Law Journal from 2008-09.

Eric D. Madden is a partner with Reid Collins & Tsai LLP in Dallas, where his practice focuses on 
the representation of liquidating trustees, creditor committees and private-equity funds in complex 
bankruptcy and business litigation cases. He has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America for 
bankruptcy litigation, is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell, and has been named a Texas Super Lawyer 
in business litigation. Mr. Madden is a former co-chair of ABI’s Bankruptcy Litigation Committee 
and is a current co-chair of ABI’s Bankruptcy Taxation Committee. He received both his B.A. and 
J.D. from the University of Kansas, where he was a member of Phi Beta Kappa and the Order of the 
Coif, and served as editor-in-chief of the Kansas Law Review.

Ryan A. Maupin is a managing director with Deloitte Transactions and Business Analytics LLP in 
Pasippany, N.J. in its M&A and Restructuring practice, and he has 20 years of experience advising 
boards, domestic and international company executives, secured and unsecured creditors, hedge 
funds and private equity funds in restructuring situations both in court and out of court. He is pri-
marily focused on advising clients in complex financial turnarounds, § 363 sale processes, debt re-
structurings and liquidations. Mr. Maupin is a member of the Turnaround Management Association 
(TMA), ABI and the Association of Insolvency & Restructuring Advisors (AIRA). He was selected 
as part of ABI’s inaugural class of “40 Under 40” in 2017. Mr. Maupin received his B.S. from Mil-
likin University.
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David A. Mawhinney is an associate at Bowditch & Dewey LLP in Framingham, Mass., and ad-
vises clients in areas of restructuring and insolvency, employment and labor, and commercial liti-
gation. He has represented regional and international companies, secured lenders, critical vendors, 
and equity sponsors in bankruptcy proceedings throughout the U.S. Representing management, Mr. 
Mawhinney provides employment advice, negotiates employment and separation agreements, and 
advises clients in resolving “corporate divorces.” He also frequently serves as the trustee in small 
business cases proceeding under subchapter V. In 2019, Mr. Mawhinney was honored as one of 
ABI’s “40 Under 40.” He was also named one of Super Lawyers’ 2020 and 2021 “Rising Stars” for 
Bankruptcy: Business. Previously, Mr. Mawhinney worked in both the commercial litigation and 
restructuring and insolvency groups for six years. Prior to that, he clerked for Hon. Frank J. Bailey 
of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Massachusetts, during which time he helped develop 
what has become an annual program for the district and appeals court clerks of the First Circuit 
called, “Introduction to Bankruptcy Law and the Bankruptcy System,” which provides a general 
overview of bankruptcy law, procedure and jurisdiction, and features insolvency practitioners and 
bankruptcy judges. Prior to entering law school, Mr. Mawhinney worked as a professional actor in 
New York City. He is a graduate of the American Repertory Theater Institute in Cambridge, Mass., 
and holds an M.F.A. from the Moscow Art Theater in Russia.

Evan T. Miller is a director at Bayard, P.A. in Wilmington, Del., where he concentrates his practice 
in the areas of corporate bankruptcy and restructuring, representing debtors (both voluntary and in-
voluntary) and trustees, in addition to asset-purchasers, landlords, official committees of unsecured 
creditors, secured creditors, vendors, and preference and fraudulent transfer litigants in bankruptcy 
courts across the country. His clientele stems from a wide range of industries, including aviation, 
restaurants, insurance, retail, health care, energy and education, among many others. In addition 
to in-court and out-of-court restructuring matters, Mr. Miller has experience handling commercial 
litigation in Delaware, New Jersey and Pennsylvania jurisdictions, as well as Delaware Statutory 
Trust matters. In addition, he is a certified mediator for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District 
of Delaware and is included on the Register of Mediators and Arbitrators maintained by the court. 
Since 2016, Mr. Miller has been recognized by Super Lawyers as a Delaware Rising Star in the area 
of business bankruptcy. He has also been named to Benchmark Litigation’s 40 and Under Hot List 
since 2019 for his nationwide practice in bankruptcy litigation. In 2021, Mr. Miller was named an 
Emerging Leader by The M&A Advisor, was honored as one of ABI’s 40 Under 40, and was named 
a Top Lawyer in the 2021 Top Lawyers Edition of Delaware Today magazine. He also was named an 
Americas Rising Star Dealmaker by the Global M&A Network in 2022, and Chambers USA recog-
nized him in 2022 for his work in bankruptcy and restructuring in Delaware. Mr. Miller created and 
maintains the Avoidance Action Update Blog at www.bayardlaw.com/blog, which tracks the latest 
developments in avoidance action case law and jurisprudence, and he is very active in the local and 
national restructuring community, currently serving as vice chair of ABI’s Real Estate Committee, 
an executive board member of the Turnaround Management Association Philadelphia/Wilmington 
(TMA) chapter (which covers the Philadelphia metro area, the state of Delaware and southern New 
Jersey), treasurer of the Delaware Bankruptcy American Inn of Court and chair of the Business Law 
Section for the Philadelphia Bar Association, of which he formerly served as vice chair, communica-
tions chair, secretary and treasurer. Previously, Mr. Miller served as chairman of TMA NextGen and 
as co-chair of ABI’s Young & New Members Committee, and he served as chairman and treasurer of 
the Delaware State Bar Association’s (DSBA’s) Young Lawyer Section, vice chair of the Bankruptcy 
Committee for the American Bar Association’s Young Lawyer Division, and chair of the Philadel-



AMERICAN BANKRUPTCY INSTITUTE

913

phia Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Committee. He currently serves as one of two member contacts 
for Meritas, an invitation-only international alliance of over 175 business law firms located in more 
than 80 countries. Mr. Miller received his undergraduate degree from Bloomsburg University and 
his J.D. cum laude from the Delaware Law School and with honors from the Delaware Law School’s 
Institute of Delaware Corporate and Business Law. While in law school, he served as the internal 
managing editor of the Widener Law Review for the 2008-09 academic year and interned for Hon. 
Chandlee Kuhn, chief judge of the Family Court of the State of Delaware. In his final year of law 
school, he served as a judicial extern to Hon. Jane R. Roth of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third 
Circuit.

Philip J. Mohr is a partner with Womble Bond Dickinson in Greensboro, N.C., and has more than 
two decades of trial experience with publicly traded corporations, privately held companies, and 
middle-market international businesses in federal courts and arbitration proceedings throughout the 
country. Representing companies that have both been wronged and accused of wrongdoing, he has 
honed his trial skills in cases involving complex business litigation (including fraudulent-transfer 
and equitable-subordination cases in the Delaware bankruptcy court), commercial torts (e.g., unfair 
trade practices, fraud, trade secrets theft, etc.), cybersecurity/data-breach matters, and shareholder 
derivative suits. Mr. Mohr authors the North Carolina Business Court Report, a blog discussing how 
recent decisions from the North Carolina Business Court impact companies doing business in North 
Carolina. He received his B.A. magna cum laude from the University of Notre Dame and his J.D. 
cum laude from Notre Dame Law School.

Adine S. Momoh is a partner with Stinson LLP in Minneapolis and is a dedicated trial attorney 
who defends complex business and commercial litigation matters for securities, banking, estates and 
trust clients, and resolves creditors’ rights and bankruptcy cases in state and federal courts nation-
wide. She also handles complex business and regulatory disputes and investigations for businesses 
ranging from Fortune 500 companies to emerging entrepreneurs, as well as individuals in diverse 
industries, such as financial services and wealth management, health care, natural gas, medical gas, 
nonprofits and foundations, telecommunications and government contracts. Ms. Momoh co-chairs 
the firm’s Estates and Trusts Litigation Practice Group. In her bankruptcy and creditors’ rights prac-
tice, she regularly represents clients (including insurers, regional and national banks and financial 
institutions) in matters involving claim and administrative expense resolution and defense, fraudu-
lent conveyance, preferential transfers and other avoidance actions, breaches of fiduciary duty and 
Ponzi schemes. She also has represented clients in § 363 sales, cash collateral, DIP financing and 
plan confirmation. In her estates and trusts litigation practice, she regularly represents fiduciaries 
(individuals and corporate entities), beneficiaries or devisees, and other interested persons in will 
or trust contests and probate or trust administration. Ms. Momoh was the first Black woman and 
youngest attorney to serve as president of the 8,000-member Hennepin County Bar Association. In 
2016, the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges selected her as a Blackshear Presidential Fel-
low, and in 2014, she received the Minnesota State Bar Association’s first-ever Outstanding New 
Lawyer of the Year Award. In 2013, she was named a Fellow of the Leadership Council on Legal 
Diversity. Ms. Momoh was recognized with Stinson’s 2013 Pro Bono Service to the Indigent Award. 
She also provides pro bono work through the firm’s Legal Clinic, the Federal Bar Association’s Pro 
Se Project, the Minnesota Appellate Public Defender and the Office of the Federal Defender for the 
District of Minnesota. Before joining the firm as an associate, Ms. Momoh worked at Stinson as a 
summer associate. She also served as a federal judicial law clerk to Hon. Jeanne J. Graham (ret.) 
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of the U.S. District Court for the District of Minnesota. Ms. Momoh received her B.A. summa cum 
laude in business administration-legal studies from the University of St. Thomas, her J.D. magna 
cum laude from the William Mitchell College of Law and her LL.M. in Taxation with distinction 
from Georgetown University Law Center.

Jan Naifeh is a senior managing director with FTI Consulting, Inc. in Brentwood, Tenn., and a 
member of the firm’s Turnaround & Restructuring Services practice. She has more than 25 years of 
experience working with clients to develop and implement solutions designed to minimize credit 
exposure and maximize asset recovery. Ms. Naifeh’s has worked across the spectrum of different 
types of health care companies, ranging from ambulatory surgery centers, rehabilitation facilities, 
physician practice management and skilled nursing facilities to acute hospitals. Her experience in-
cludes resolving disputes via refinancings, secondary marketing transactions and in-court proceed-
ings, including §  363 sales and liquidations. Beyond health care, Ms. Naifeh also has managed 
syndication of loans across diverse industries, including energy, government contractors, manufac-
turing, distribution and telecommunications. Prior to joining FTI Consulting, she was a senior vice 
president of the Corporate and Investment Banking Special Assets Division at SunTrust Bank and 
also served as the executive vice president of Credit Risk Management for the Nashville region. Ms. 
Naifeh received her B.S. in finance from the University of Tennessee and is a graduate of the Scarlett 
Leadership Institute.

Elton Ndoma-Ogar is director of Diversity & Inclusion for the Americas and Asia at AlixPartners, 
LLP in Allen, Texas. He is part of the firm’s D&I Center of Excellence and plays a key role in help-
ing to attract, develop and retain diverse employees. Mr. Ndoma-Ogar has more than 25 years of pro-
fessional services experience, most of it spent in managing organizational transformations as a D&I 
leader. He works with business leaders to operationalize and leverage D&I as a tool that supports 
growth, promotes firmwide collaboration, and achieves competitive advantage in the marketplace. 
Mr. Ndoma-Ogar is often consulted on challenging topics affecting the recruitment, retention and 
advancement of diverse professionals by organizations of all sizes and at different points of matura-
tion. He is often a featured speaker and panelist at leadership, diversity and inclusion conferences. 
Mr. Ndoma-Ogar received his M.B.A. in finance from Duke University’s Fuqua School of Business.

Gordon Z. Novod is a principal with Grant & Eisenhofer P.A.in New York and heads the firm’s 
bankruptcy and distressed litigation practice. He has 20 years of experience representing ad hoc and 
official committees, distressed investors, lenders, litigation trustees, indenture trustees, trade credi-
tors and other parties in some of the most complex landmark restructurings and in litigation mat-
ters. Mr. Novod’s practice focuses on representing litigation trustees and institutional investors in 
litigation matters involving, among other things, bankruptcy avoidance, nonbankruptcy fraudulent 
transfers, fiduciary duty, unlawful dividend and corporate governance. He has experience litigating 
issues related to corporate debt securities in default and distressed situations, including exchange 
transactions, redemptions and the Trust Indenture Act. In the bankruptcy context, he has litigated 
all aspects of chapter 11 plans of reorganization, valuation and plan-confirmation proceedings, con-
tested debtor-in-possession financing and cash-collateral use, the pursuit of fraudulent-transfer ac-
tions, and other matters involving bankruptcy-related litigation. In 2011, Mr. Novod was named on 
Law360’s list of “Rising Stars” in restructuring, which recognized him as “one of the five bankruptcy 
attorneys under 40 to watch.” He was also named a finalist in The M&A Advisor’s “40 under 40.” 
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The following year, he was recognized as a winner of the 2012 40 Under 40 East M&A Advisor 
Recognition Awards and selected for inclusion to the New York Super Lawyers list of “Rising Stars” 
for Bankruptcy. From 2013-21, he was selected to New York Metro Super Lawyers for Bankruptcy. 
Mr. Novod served on the New York City Bar Association’s Committee on Bankruptcy and Corporate 
Reorganization. Prior to joining G&E, he was a partner in the bankruptcy & corporate restructur-
ing group at Brown Rudnick in New York. He also formerly practiced in the corporate restructuring 
and bankruptcy group at Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel LLP. Mr. Novod received his B.A. from 
Emory University in 1998 and his J.D. from the Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law at Yeshiva 
University in 2001.

Abigail O’Brient is a member of Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky and Popeo, P.C. in Los An-
geles. Her insolvency and litigation practice focuses on the representation of secured and unsecured 
creditors in bankruptcy cases and other insolvency proceedings in California and nationwide. Ms. 
O’Brient routinely represents parties in litigation related to insolvency and distressed debt in state 
and federal court, as well as purchasers and sellers of distressed assets and bankruptcy trustees and 
receivers. In addition, she has successfully represented numerous chapter 11 debtors through plan 
confirmation. Outside of the insolvency arena, Ms. O’Brient has significant judgment-enforcement 
experience. She was a contributor to ABI’s Quick Evidence Handbook, Second Edition (ABI 2018) 
and has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights/In-
solvency and Reorganization Law for 2023. Ms. O’Brient received her B.A. magna cum laude from 
Washington and Lee University and her J.D. from the University of California, Berkeley.

K. Kevin Otus is a managing partner with Onyx Asset Advisors in San Francisco and is responsible 
for the overall operations of the firm. His responsibilities include negotiating, contracting, over-
seeing and reviewing all disposition and valuation projects, as well as coordinating all sales and 
marketing efforts. He has conducted or advised on over 200 dispositions. Previously, Mr. Otus was 
a senior managing director with Gordon Brothers Group, responsible for sourcing and evaluating op-
portunities for the firm’s Commercial & Industrial, Retail, Real Estate and Valuation practice groups; 
founder and president of Emerald Technology Valuations, LLC, responsible for the day-to-day man-
agement of the firm; and president of Dovetech, Inc. He holds a Senior Member designation with the 
American Society of Appraisers and is a member of the Appraisal Foundation’s Uniform Standards 
of Professional Appraisal Practice (USPAP) and an executive board member of the Turnaround 
Management Association’s San Francisco Chapter. Mr. Otus received his B.S. in finance from the 
University of San Francisco.

Shirley R. Palumbo is a bankruptcy senior counsel and general counsel at NextEra Energy Re-
sources, LLC in Juno Beach, Fla. She provides transactional structure and court representation on 
restructuring, insolvency and bankruptcy on matters related to distressed investments. Ms. Palumbo 
represents businesses and individuals on bankruptcy-related issues of national or international scope 
on behalf of creditors, debtors, trustees, third-party purchasers and financial institutions. She also 
has knowledge of the cryptocurrency ecosystem and players involved. Ms. Palumbo is Board Certi-
fied in Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification and has received Martin-
dale-Hubbell’s highest ranking. She is a member of the Florida and Puerto Rico (federal) Bars and 
is admitted to the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals. Ms. Palumbo is a member of ABI and INSOL, 
and she is a member of the Southern District of Florida Bankruptcy Bar Association and the Judicial 
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Liaison of the Florida Bar’s Bankruptcy/UCC and Communications Committee. She received her 
J.D. from St. Thomas University and her LL.M. in international law from the University of Miami.

Felicia Gerber Perlman is a partner in the Chicago office of McDermott Will & Emery, where 
she focuses her practice on complex business reorganizations, debt restructurings and insolvency 
matters. She also is the global co-head of the firm’s Restructuring and Insolvency Practice Group. 
Ms. Perlman advises debtors, creditors, lenders, investors, sellers, purchasers and other parties-in-
interest in all stages of restructuring transactions, from chapter 11 reorganizations to out-of-court 
negotiations, workouts and acquisitions. She frequently presents on bankruptcy topics and is fea-
tured in several notable publications. Ms. Perlman is a frequent speaker and has been recognized in 
Turnarounds & Workouts as one of the nation’s “Outstanding Young Bankruptcy Lawyers,” and she 
has repeatedly has been selected for inclusion in Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for 
Business and The Best Lawyers in America. In addition, she received the 2017 Flex Success Award 
from The Diversity & Flexibility Alliance for her commitment and success in creating and work-
ing in a flexible environment. She also was named by Crain’s Custom Media as one of Chicago’s 
Notable Women Lawyers in 2018. Ms. Perlman has been a member of the boards of directors of 
the Women in Law Empowerment Forum and the Chicago Coalition of Women’s Initiatives in Law 
Firms, and she is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy. She received her B.A. and B.S.E. 
in 1989 from the University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton Business School, and her J.D. in 1992 from 
Northwestern University Pritzker School of Law.

Jennifer Rabinowitz is a national director of Bankruptcy & Insolvency Originations with Ritchie 
Bros. in New York. Previously, she was a senior vice president of Business Development with 
BankUnited, a vice president of Business Development with Wells Fargo Bank and Tri-State re-
gional manager with Keltic Financial Services. Ms. Rabinowitz received her B.A. in psychology and 
religion from Emory University.

Prof. Nancy B. Rapoport is a University of Nevada, Las Vegas Distinguished Professor, the Gar-
man Turner Gordon Professor of Law at the William S. Boyd School of Law, University of Nevada, 
Las Vegas, and an Affiliate Professor of Business Law and Ethics in the Lee Business School at 
UNLV. Her specialties are bankruptcy ethics, ethics in governance, law firm behavior, and the depic-
tion of lawyers in popular culture. Previously, she clerked for Hon. Joseph T. Sneed III on the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit following law school, then practiced primarily bankruptcy 
law with Morrison & Foerster in San Francisco from 1986-91. Prof. Rapoport started her academic 
career at The Ohio State University College of Law in 1991, and she moved from assistant professor 
to associate professor with tenure in 1995 to associate dean for Student Affairs (1996) and professor 
(1998), just as she left Ohio State to become dean and professor of law at the University of Nebraska 
College of Law from 1998-2000. She then served as dean and professor of law at the University of 
Houston Law Center from July 2000-May 2006 and as professor of law from June 2006-June 2007, 
when she left to join the faculty at Boyd. She served as interim dean of Boyd from 2012-13, as se-
nior advisor to the president of UNLV from 2014-15, as acting executive vice president and provost 
from 2015-16, as acting senior vice president for Finance and Business (for July and August 2017), 
and as special counsel to the president from May 2016-June 2018. Prof. Rapoport is admitted to the 
bars of the states of California, Ohio, Nebraska, Texas and Nevada and of the U.S. Supreme Court. 
In 2001, she was elected to membership in the American Law Institute, and in 2002, she received a 



AMERICAN BANKRUPTCY INSTITUTE

917

Distinguished Alumna Award from Rice University. In 2017, she was inducted into Phi Kappa Phi 
(Chapter 100). She is a Fellow of the American Bar Foundation and of the American College of 
Bankruptcy. In 2009, the Association of Media and Entertainment Counsel presented her with the 
Public Service Counsel Award at the 4th Annual Counsel of the Year Awards. In 2017, she received 
the Commercial Law League of America’s Lawrence P. King Award for Excellence in Bankruptcy, 
and in 2018, she was one of the recipients of the NAACP Legacy Builder Awards (Las Vegas Branch 
#1111). She has served as the fee examiner or as chair of the fee review committee in such large 
bankruptcy cases as Zetta Jet, Toys ’R Us, Caesars, Station Casinos, Pilgrim’s Pride and Mirant. 
Prof. Rapoport appeared in the Academy Award®-nominated movie Enron: The Smartest Guys in 
the Room (Magnolia Pictures 2005) as herself. She received her B.A. summa cum laude from Rice 
University in 1982 and her J.D. from Stanford Law School in 1985.

Patricia A. Redmond is an Insolvency and Restructuring shareholder in Stearns Weaver Miller 
Weissler Alhadeff & Sitterson, P.A.’s Miami office. She lectures locally and nationally on various 
aspects of bankruptcy, particularly on chapter 11 issues, and is frequently quoted in The Miami Her-
ald and other business publications. Ms. Redmond’s bankruptcy practice concentrates on creditors’ 
rights and corporate restructuring in bankruptcy court and in out-of-court workouts. She also has ex-
perience representing creditors’ committees, secured creditors and debtors in chapter 11 cases. Ms. 
Redmond is the recipient of The Florida Bar’s 2019 Tobias Simon Pro Bono Service Award and the 
American Bar Association’s 2017 Jean Allard Glass Cutter Award. She also is a Fellow of the Ameri-
can College of Commercial Finance Lawyers. Ms. Redmond has been recognized with the highest 
ranking in Chambers USA, as a “Top 100 Florida Super Lawyer” and “Top 50 Women Florida Super 
Lawyer” by Florida Super Lawyers, and as the “Miami Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights/In-
solvency and Reorganization Law Lawyer of the Year” by The Best Lawyers in America. She served 
as ABI’s president from 2013-14 and chaired the selection committee of ABI’s inaugural “40 Under 
40” program, and she has been an adjunct professor of law at the University of Miami School of Law 
since 1999. Ms. Redmond received her B.A. in 1975 from the University of Miami and her J.D. in 
1979 from the University of Miami School of Law.

William J. Rochelle, III is ABI’s editor-at-large, based in New York. He joined ABI in 2015 and 
writes every day on developments in consumer and reorganization law. For the prior nine years, 
Mr. Rochelle was the bankruptcy columnist for Bloomberg News. Before turning to journalism, 
he practiced bankruptcy law for 35 years, including 17 years as a partner in the New York office of 
Fulbright & Jaworski LLP. In addition to writing, Mr. Rochelle travels the country for ABI, speaking 
to bar groups and professional organizations on hot topics in the turnaround community and trends 
in consumer bankruptcies. He earned his undergraduate and law degrees from Columbia University, 
where he was a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar.

John Royle is a director with Grant Thornton LLP in Grand Cayman, Cayman Islands, and has more 
than 22 years of receivership and asset-recovery/insolvency experience in both the U.K. and the 
Cayman Islands. His work includes acting as official liquidator or receiver of entities/assets by ap-
pointment of the Grand Court of the Cayman Islands, typically in contentious or alleged fraudulent 
activity matters. He also acts as a voluntary liquidator of numerous Cayman Islands entities (and 
Irish) and led local forensic assignments. Mr. Royle’s notable assignments include Saad Investments 
Co. Ltd., Axiom Legal Financing Feeder and Master Funds, Various Madoff feeder fund exposure, 
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EMPGI Group (education sector) and GFP Dunas (Global HoldCo for Peruvian electricity distribu-
tion plants). Previously, he was a manager with Begbies Traynor Group. Mr. Royle has a Certificate 
of Proficiency in Insolvency Education from BPP Professional Education.

Ian Rubenstrunk is a management consultant with Alliance Management Company in Minneapolis 
and has more than 10 years of experience working in the distressed and turnaround industry. His 
career began working for a small debtor’s side chapter 11 bankruptcy firm in Chicago during law 
school, followed by a brief stint in Arizona consulting clients facing foreclosure and debt collection. 
In 2012, Mr. Rubenstrunk moved to Minnesota and spent five years clerking for the U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Court for the District of Minnesota with Chief Judge Gregory F. Kishel and Hon. William 
J. Fisher. During his clerkship, he worked on a wide array of cases covering myriad issues, includ-
ing the fallout from a multi-billion-dollar Ponzi scheme. Following his clerkship, Mr. Rubenstrunk 
was an attorney Winthrop & Weinstine in its Creditors’ Remedies and Financial Services Litigation 
Groups. His work as an attorney focused on foreclosures, receiverships, bankruptcies, out-of-court 
workouts, and litigation involving financial transactions. Mr. Rubenstrunk has represented banks, 
nontraditional lenders, equipment-financers, receivers, landlords and asset-buyers, among others, 
across the country in a variety of proceedings and courts. He is a member of the Minnesota State 
Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Section, Newsletter Editor of ABI’s Secured Credit Committee, and 
a member of the Turnaround Management Association’s Minnesota Chapter’s Awards Committee, 
the Risk Management Association and the Secured Finance Network. Mr. Rubenstrunk received his 
B.A. in English and political science from the University of Colorado at Boulder and his J.D. from 
The University of Illinois Chicago School of Law, where he served as staff and articles editor of the 
Review of Intellectual Property Law.

Peter S. Salib is senior Diversity & Inclusion manager with Perkins Coie LLP in Chicago. He previ-
ously was an Assistant U.S. Attorney and Diversity recruitment coordinator with the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office for the Northern District of Illinois, and an adjunct professor of law at Chicago Kent College 
of Law and Loyola University Chicago. Mr. Salib received his B.S. in information systems in 2003 
from Drexel University and his J.D. in 2006 from Temple University James E. Beasley School of 
Law, and he holds a Diversity, Equity and Inclusion in the Workplace Certificate.

Tara J. Schellhorn is a partner with Riker Danzig Scherer Hyland & Perretti LLP in Morristown, 
N.J., in the firm’s Bankruptcy & Corporate Restructuring Group. Her practice focuses on all as-
pects of bankruptcy and restructuring, including the representation of debtors, creditors’ committees, 
trustees, financial institutions, secured lenders, unsecured creditors and other parties in interest in 
complex chapter 11 cases. Ms. Schellhorn also has experience in bankruptcy litigation, including 
prosecuting and defending nondischargeability, preference and other avoidance actions. In addition, 
she has significant experience representing clients on complex corporate lending issues, includ-
ing the representation of indenture trustees in default and bankruptcy situations. Her practice also 
includes civil litigation in both federal and state courts. Ms. Schellhorn is a member of the Interna-
tional Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC) and co-chairs its New Jersey 
Network. She also is U.S. Program Committee Co-Director for the IWIRC International Board and 
is an active ABI member, currently co-chairing ABI’s Young and New Members Committee and 
overseeing the ABI Journal’s “Building Blocks” column. Ms. Schellhorn also is a member of the 
Lawyers Advisory Committee to the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of New Jersey, co-chairs 
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the Morris County Bar Association’s Women Lawyers Committee and is a member of the board of 
advisors of the Widener University Commonwealth Law School. In January 2020, Ms. Schellhorn 
was appointed to a two-year term as a member of the Chester Township Environmental Commis-
sion. Prior to joining Riker Danzig, she clerked for Hon. Raymond T. Lyons in the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court for the District of New Jersey. Ms. Schellhorn received her undergraduate degree magna cum 
laude and Phi Beta Kappa from Gettysburg College in 2004, and her J.D. magna cum laude from 
Widener University School of Law in 2007, where she served as editor-in-chief of the Widener Law 
Journal and received the Widener Law Journal Award for Distinguished Legal Scholarship. In addi-
tion, she received a 2007 ABI Medal of Excellence for outstanding performance in her bankruptcy 
coursework.

Kate Scherling is Of Counsel with Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan, LLP in New York and fo-
cuses her practice on corporate bankruptcies and bankruptcy-related litigation, including fraudulent-
transfer, recharacterization and breach-of-fiduciary-duty matters. She has represented creditors and 
debtors in contested matters, including debtor-in-possession (DIP) financing challenges, rejection 
motions and contested plan confirmation. Ms. Scherling has advised numerous independent direc-
tors in connection with restructuring transactions and investigations. She also worked in the U.S. 
Senate Office of the Legislative Counsel, where she drafted legislation relating to bankruptcy and 
banking. Ms. Scherling received her B.A. in international relations, magna cum laude and with di-
strinction, in 2003 from the University of Pennsylvania and her J.D. cum laude in 2008 from Ford-
ham University School of Law.

Tancred Schiavoni is a partner with O’Melveny & Myers LLP in New York and co-chairs the firm’s 
Insurance Practice, representing insurance and reinsurance companies in a variety of disputes, in-
cluding bad faith claims and environmental coverage litigation. He has represented carriers in cases 
in a number of states, including New Jersey, New York and New Hampshire. Mr. Schiavoni also 
has conducted and assisted in mediations and provided coverage advice to clients to assist them in 
avoiding disputes without the need for litigation. He participated at trial in the defense of a major en-
vironmental coverage action involving multiple parties and claims for coverage exceeding US$500 
million. He also was involved in the trial of another major multiparty coverage dispute involving 
coverage claims in a dozen states and Canada. Mr. Schiavoni has been recognized as a Local Litiga-
tion Star and National Practice Area Star for Insurance by Benchmark Litigation (2020-23), ranked 
by Chambers USA in the New York and Nationwide “Insurance: Dispute Resolution: Insurer” cate-
gories (2012, 2014-22), listed in The Legal 500 US as a Leading Lawyer (2013-19) and Hall of Fame 
(2018, 2020-22) for Insurance, named National Litigation Star in Benchmark Litigation: The Defini-
tive Guide to America’s Leading Litigation Firms and Attorneys (2013), and named Client Choice 
2013 in the New York Insurance & Reinsurance category by International Law Office and Lexology. 
In addition, he is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell and received Law360’s 2012 MVP 
award in Insurance honoring achievements in major litigation that have set a new standard for ac-
complishment. Mr. Schiavoni is admitted to practice before the U.S. District Courts for the District 
of Connecticut and the Eastern, Northern and Southern Districts of New York; the U.S. Courts of 
Appeals for the Second, Third, Ninth and Federal Circuits, and the U.S. Supreme Court. He received 
his B.S. in 1984 and his J.D. in 1988 from Georgetown University, where he was a member of the 
Georgetown Journal of Legal Ethics.
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Gregory S. Schwegmann is a partner with Reid Collins & Tsai LLP in Austin, Texas. He regu-
larly appears in federal and state courts and arbitrations across the country representing clients in 
high-stakes, complex commercial litigations, in cases involving financial fraud, securities matters, 
professional/fiduciary liability and cross-border financial litigation. His clients include bankruptcy 
trustees, foreign liquidators, federal receivers, distressed corporations and investors. Mr. Schwe-
gmann led the team that won a landmark victory in the Seventh Circuit concerning the scope of 
§ 546(e) of the Bankruptcy Code. The U.S. Supreme Court, in Merit Management Group v. FTI 
Consulting, recently affirmed the Seventh Circuit’s ruling, opening new avenues of recovery for 
bankruptcy trustees across the country. Benchmark Litigation named Mr. Schwegmann to its 40 & 
Under Hot List in 2018, and in 2019, it named him a “Future Litigation Star.” He is a member of the 
National Association of Federal Equity Receivers, the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees, 
ABI and INSOL International, and he frequently writes and speaks on matters related to litigation 
in the context of bankruptcy. Mr. Schwegmann received his B.A. in mathematics and philosophy 
with honors from the University of Texas at Austin and his J.D. from New York University School 
of Law. Between undergrad and law school, he served as a Peace Corps volunteer for two years in 
Tanzania, East Africa.

Hon. Christopher S. Sontchi is a retired U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Delaware in 
Wilmington, initially appointed in 2006, and a professional neutral with Delaware ADR in Hockes-
sin, Del. He also served a term as the court’s Chief Judge. Judge Sontchi was recently appointed as 
an International Judge of the Singapore International Commercial Court. He is a frequent speaker 
in the U.S. and abroad on issues relating to corporate reorganizations, and he has been a Lecturer in 
Law at The University of Chicago Law School. In addition, he has taught corporate bankruptcy to 
international judges through the auspices of the World Bank and INSOL International. Judge Sont-
chi is a member of the International Insolvency Institute, Judicial Insolvency Network, National 
Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, ABI and INSOL International. He was recently appointed to the 
International Advisory Council of the Singapore Global Restructuring Initiative and the Founders’ 
Committee of The University of Chicago Law School’s Center on Law and Finance. Judge Sontchi 
has testified before Congress on the safe harbors for financial contracts, and has published articles 
on creditors’ committees, valuation, asset sales and safe harbors. Prior to his appointment, he was 
in private practice, representing a wide variety of nationally based enterprises with diverse interests 
in most of the larger chapter 11 reorganization proceedings filed in Delaware. Judge Sontchi served 
on the ABI Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11’s Financial Contracts, Derivatives and 
Safe Harbors Committee and testified on safe harbors for financial contracts before the Subcommit-
tee on Regulatory Reform, Commercial and Antitrust Law of the House Committee on the Judiciary. 
Following law school, Judge Sontchi clerked for Hon. Joseph T. Walsh in the Delaware Supreme 
Court. He received his B.A. Phi Beta Kappa with distinction in political science from the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and his J.D. from the University of Chicago Law School.

Catherine L. Steege is a partner with Jenner & Block LLP in Chicago and co-chairs the firm’s 
Bankruptcy and Restructuring practice group. She is a Fellow of the American College of Bankrupt-
cy and a member of the National Bankruptcy Conference, and she has been a member of the panel 
of trustees for the Northern District of Illinois since 1987. In addition to a traditional bankruptcy 
practice, Ms. Steege has represented numerous parties in complex bankruptcy litigation matters, 
including her representation of defendants in the Tribune fraudulent-conveyance litigation and the 
Sentinel Management Group litigation trustee, the Magnatrax litigation trust, the NKK litigation 
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trust and the trustees of Emerald Casino Inc. and Consolidated Industries Corp. She has an active ap-
pellate practice and argued in the U.S. Supreme Court on behalf of Wellness International Network 
in Wellness International Network v. Sharif. She also represented the petitioner in Law v. Siegel and 
the respondent in City of Chicago v. Fulton. In addition, she represented the examiner in the Lehman 
Brothers chapter 11 case and authored the sections of the Lehman Brothers Examiner’s Report that 
considered potential avoidance actions against various financial institutions. Ms. Steege received her 
J.D. in 1982 from DePaul University.

Gary R. Stickell is a sole practitioner with Gary R. Stickell, Attorney at Law in Phoenix, and repre-
sents individuals in bankruptcy. A leader in the Arizona bankruptcy community, he co-founded and 
serves on the board of the Arizona Consumer Bankruptcy Counsel. Mr. Stickell was an inaugural 
Master of the Arizona Bankruptcy American Inn of Court and served as a member of the Court’s 
Education Committee and Uniform Practices Committee. He also regularly provides guidance and 
advice at the bankruptcy court’s Self-Help Center. Mr. Stickell speaks regularly on consumer bank-
ruptcy topics. In recognition of efforts to mentor and educate lawyers new to the practice of consum-
er bankruptcy, he received the 2010 Award of Special Merit from the State Bar of Arizona. He also 
was honored as a Member of the Year by the Arizona Consumer Counsel in 2011, and he received 
the Pro Bono Distinguished Service Award from the Bankruptcy Section of the Arizona State Bar for 
his “extraordinary efforts to establish the Chapter 13 Expert Panel.” In addition to his membership in 
Arizona Consumer Bankruptcy Counsel, Mr. Stickell is a member of ABI, the National Association 
of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys and the NACTT Academy. He has been licensed to practice in 
Arizona since 1982. Mr. Stickell received his Bachelor’s degree from George Washington Univer-
sity and his J.D. in 1981 from Boston University.

Hon. J. Kate Stickles is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Delaware in Wilmington, ap-
pointed on April 6, 2021. Previously, she was member of Cole Schotz P.C.’s Bankruptcy and Cor-
porate Restructuring Department in its Wilmington, Del., office and practiced in the areas of corpo-
rate bankruptcy, insolvency and creditors’ rights, having represented debtors, official committees, 
creditors, examiners and trustees in chapter 11 cases. Judge Stickles has been named in Chambers 
USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for Business since 2010 and has been listed in The Best Lawyers 
in America and in Delaware Super Lawyers in the area of Bankruptcy and Creditor-Debtor Rights 
Law. She served as counsel to chapter 11 debtors in a variety of industries, including manufacturing 
and distribution, telecommunications, health care and media, in some of Delaware’s most significant 
bankruptcy cases. Judge Stickles has published in, and served as a contributing editor for, the ABI 
Journal and has also published in The Americas Restructuring and Insolvency Guide, the ABI Bank-
ruptcy Litigation Committee eNewsletter and the ABI Commercial Fraud Committee eNewsletter. 
Judge Stickles is active in the Bankruptcy Section of the Delaware State Bar Association, having 
served as the Section’s chair (2010-11), vice chair Commercial Bankruptcy (2009-10) and secretary 
(2008-09). She is also a member of the Delaware Views from the Bench Advisory Board and the 
International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC), for which she served 
as director-at-large from 2010-11. Judge Stickles received her B.A. in political science and com-
munications from Western Maryland College and her J.D. from Temple University School of Law.

Brian I. Swett is a partner with McGuireWoods LLP in New York and concentrates his practice on 
restructuring and insolvency, including representing a broad range of parties in complex restruc- 



2022 WINTER LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

922

turing, bankruptcy and workout matters. He represents senior secured lenders and other creditors, 
companies (including debtors in possession), shareholders, investors, sellers and purchasers in re- 
structurings, both in and out of court. These representations have involved federal district and bank- 
ruptcy court proceedings and appeals across the country. Mr. Swett’s experience includes a range of 
debtor-in-possession bankruptcy financing and cash-collateral matters in a wide range of industries. 
He has structured facilities that provide liquidity and accommodate a broad array of pre-bankrupt- 
cy capital structures. Mr. Swett recently was involved on behalf of credit-enhancers, construction 
agents, lenders and debtor-in-possession financing agents and lenders in a wide range of matters in 
the hospital, senior living, continuing care retirement community and long-term care industries. In 
particular, his representations include a number of international, diversified financial institution in 
bankruptcy cases and out-of-court workout and restructuring matters involving loans to (or letters 
of credit enhancing bonds issues with respect to) hospitals, continuing care retirement communities, 
assisted-living facilities and nursing homes in Illinois, New York, California, Florida, Maryland, 
Louisiana, Texas, Wisconsin, Georgia, Tennessee, Mississippi, Arizona, Kansas and Utah. He has 
also represented parties in interest in transactions under the remedial provisions of the Uniform 
Commercial Code, including private sales, public sales and acceptances of collateral in exchange for 
the full or partial satisfaction of debt. In addition, he has overseen the acquisition of distressed assets. 
Mr. Swett received his B.A. Phi Beta Kappa in 1992 in international relations from Johns Hopkins 
University, his M.A. in international relations in 1993 from Johns Hopkins University School of 
Advanced International Studies, and his J.D. in 1996 from New York University School of Law.

Sara C. Temes is a member of Bond Schoeneck & King, PLLC in its Syracuse, N.Y., office, where 
she focuses her practice on a wide range of restructuring matters throughout New York State, includ-
ing out-of-court workouts, cross-border insolvency cases and representations of debtors, creditors, 
creditors’ committees, landlords, lenders and purchasers in litigation and insolvency matters. She 
also advises senior managers and boards of directors of financially troubled companies with respect 
to turnaround strategies. Ms. Temes has been recognized in Super Lawyers as a “Rising Star” in the 
area of business bankruptcy for 2019-21 and as a “Rising Star” for 2017 and 2018. She also serves 
on the Local Bankruptcy Rules Standing Committee for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Northern 
District of New York. Prior to joining Bond, Schoeneck & King, she was an associate at Weil, Got-
shal & Manges LLP in New York. Ms. Temes received her B.A. from Wellesley College and her J.D. 
from the University of Pennsylvania Law School.

Joseph R. Tiano, Jr. is the founder of Legal Decoder in Falls Church, Va. After practicing law for 
nearly 20 years, he founded the company because he saw that clients lacked the analytic tools and 
data to effectively price and manage the cost of legal services delivered by outside counsel. Previ-
ously, Mr. Tiano was a partner at Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman, LLP and Thelen LLP, where he 
grew and managed all aspects of a multimillion-dollar cross-border finance practice. He previously 
was a venture capital lawyer representing transformative technology companies, like Blackboard 
Inc., and many of the outgrowths of Blackboard (WeddingWire, Presidium, Starfish Retention Solu-
tions and others). Mr. Tiano has published numerous articles on substantive legal issues and the legal 
industry in general. He received his B.S. in business administration from Georgetown University in 
1992 and his J.D. in 1995 from the University of Pittsburgh School of Law.
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Eric E. Walker is a partner with Cooley LLP in its Business Restructuring & Reorganization Group 
in Chicago, where he focuses his practice on all aspects of financial restructuring, bankruptcy and 
litigation. He has represented virtually every major stakeholder in bankruptcy proceedings through-
out the country. Mr. Walker has particular experience in restructuring hospital systems, senior-living 
facilities, continuing-care retirement communities (CCRCs), skilled nursing facilities (SNFs), be-
havioral health centers and diagnostic medical laboratories. His successful representation of the 
asset-purchaser in the Health Diagnostic Laboratories (HDL) bankruptcy case was awarded the 2016 
Restructuring Deal of the Year (Under $100M) by The M&A Advisor. Mr. Walker also has experi-
ence in the hotel and hospitality industry and regularly represents hotel owners, developers, opera-
tors, lenders and major hotel brands in transactions, state and federal litigation, and bankruptcy. He 
represented the petitioners before the U.S. Supreme Court in RadLAX Gateway Hotel LLC, et al. v. 
Amalgamated Bank (Case No. 11-166), a landmark chapter 11 bankruptcy case involving secured 
creditor cramdown. Mr. Walker has been recognized as a leading bankruptcy practitioner by Cham-
bers USA, Lawdragon and the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges. He is a member of ABI’s 
inaugural class of 40 Under 40 (2017), and he current serves on ABI’s Board of Directors. He also 
is an executive editor of the ABI Journal, and serves on the advisory board of ABI’s Health Care 
Program. He frequently writes and speaks on issues of bankruptcy and health care law. Mr Walker 
received his B.S.B.A. in finance in 2000 from Miami University and his J.D. in 2006 from the Uni-
versity of Connecticut School of Law, where he served on the Connecticut Law Review.

Lydia R. Webb is a partner with Gray Reed & McGraw LLP in Dallas, where she focuses her 
practice on representing and advising debtors, creditors, committees and post-confirmation trustees 
in bankruptcy cases and other insolvency or restructuring scenarios. She has guided clients to suc-
cessful results in complex cases before courts throughout Texas and many other states, including 
Oklahoma, Delaware and New York. Ms. Webb’s cases span the oil and gas, health care, retail, 
manufacturing and restaurant businesses. She has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America in the 
fields of Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law since 2021 
and in Bankruptcy Litigation for 2022-23, was selected to participate in the National Conference of 
Bankruptcy Judges Next Generation program in 2019, and has been named a “Rising Star” by Texas 
Super Lawyers since 2018. Ms. Webb is an ABI member and is social chair of the DFW Association 
of Young Bankruptcy Lawyers. She is also a member of the Dallas Bar Association’s Bankruptcy 
Section, The Hon. John C. Ford American Inn of Court and the International Women’s Insolvency 
& Restructuring Confederation. Ms. Webb was honored in 2021 as one of ABI’s “40 Under 40.” She 
received her B.B.A. cum laude in finance and economics from Baylor University in 2009 and her 
J.D. cum laude from Baylor University School of Law in 2012.

Hon. Eugene R. Wedoff served as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois in 
Chicago from 1987-2015 and as chief judge from 2002-07. A former ABI Chairman and President, 
he served on ABI’s Commission on Consumer Bankruptcy and devotes his present legal practice ex-
clusively to pro bono representations in bankruptcy appeals. Judge Wedoff presided over the chapter 
11 reorganization of United Air Lines, was a member of the Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy 
Rules from 2004-14 and served as its chair after 2010. His work on the Rules Committee involved 
both the implementation of the means test forms and creation of the national form for chapter 13 
plans. Judge Wedoff was the president of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges from 2013-
14 and also served as a member of the NCBJ’s Board of Governors as its secretary and as chair of 
its education committee. Judge Wedoff is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy, as well 
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as a member of the National Bankruptcy Conference. He is the author of the chapter on professional 
employment in Queenan, Hendel and Hillinger, Chapter 11 Theory and Practice (LRP Publications 
1994) and was an associate editor of the American Bankruptcy Law Journal. Judge Wedoff is a fre-
quent lecturer and served as a member of the Federal Judicial Center’s Committee on Bankruptcy 
Judge Education. In 2016, he received the Judge William L. Norton Jr. Judicial Excellence Award; in 
2009, he received the Lawrence P. King Award from the Commercial Law League; and in 1995, he 
received the Excellence in Education Award from the NCBJ. Judge Wedoff graduated from the col-
lege and law school of the University of Chicago.

Jolene E. Wee, CIRA is the owner, managing director and founder of JW Infinity Consulting, LLC 
in New York, a financial advisory firm specialized in providing transaction advisory, interim manage-
ment, litigation consulting, and forensic accounting services to distressed companies and its stake-
holders. Using her mathematics and computer science background, she deploys large-scale data ana-
lytics to derive forward-looking business insights based on her professional training in accounting, 
finance and economics. Ms. Wee has served as an advisor to investors, fiduciaries, creditor commit-
tees, debtors, legal counsel, distressed companies, high-net-worth individuals, and public agencies 
on restructuring, bankruptcy, litigation, forensic, financing, merger and buyout matters. She has also 
performed fraudulent-transfer analyses and business valuations on bankruptcy litigation matters. Her 
case experience includes companies in the banking, e-commerce, financial services, health care, in-
surance, manufacturing, professional services, real estate and retail industries with revenues of up to 
$15B. Fluent in several Chinese and Southeast Asian languages, Ms. Wee was selected as a member 
of ABI’s 2020 “40 Under 40” class. In 2018, she was named Valuation Adviser of the Year by Finance 
Monthly Global Awards. Ms. Wee is a subchapter V trustee in Region 2, covering the Eastern and 
Southern Districts of New York, and Region 4, covering Maryland, the District of Columbia and the 
Eastern District of Virginia. She received her bachelor’s degrees in mathematics and business admin-
istration with a focus on finance from Berea College, and her M.B.A. from Miami University of Ohio.

Brent I. Weisenberg is senior counsel with Lowenstein Sandler LLP in Roseland, N.J., where he 
advises businesses and their stakeholder constituencies during periods of financial challenge and/or 
special situations, including in the negotiation and implementation of complex commercial transac-
tions, the acquisition and disposition of distressed assets, and the prosecution and defense of complex 
commercial litigation. He has particular experience counseling official and unofficial committees 
across a wide array of industries, including real estate, construction, hospitality, telecommunications, 
retail, manufacturing and technology. Mr. Weisenberg has served as counsel to the official credi-
tors’ committee in the cases of the Diocese of Camden (New Jersey), Century 21 Department Stores 
LLC, General Nutrition Centers Inc., Modell’s Sporting Goods, Big M (dba Mandees, Annie Sez and 
Afaze), Ritz Camera I and II, Signature Styles (dba Spiegel, Newport News and ShapeFx), Orchard 
Brands, Steve & Barry’s, The Sharper Image, Princeton Ski Shops, Montgomery Ward, CompUSA 
and Footstar. He has been a member of the board of directors for several nonprofits, including Com-
monpoint Queens, one of the largest social service agencies in Queens, N.Y. Mr. Weisenberg received 
his B.A. with honors in 1998 from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, where he was a member of 
Phi Beta Kappa and the Golden Key National Honor Society, and his J.D. cum laude in 2001 from 
Boston University School of Law.
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Wayne P. Weitz, CTP is a senior managing director with B. Riley Advisory Services in New York 
and has more than 30 years of experience in turnaround management, financial and operational re-
structuring, bankruptcy, mergers and acquisitions, and complex bondholder litigation. His practice 
includes debtor and borrower advisory services, secured and unsecured creditor advisory services, 
offshore and cross-border insolvency, valuation, litigation support, and statutory and ad hoc com-
mittees. Mr. Weitz returned to B. Riley Advisory Services (formerly GlassRatner) after spending 
several years with other restructuring advisory and distressed investment banking firms. He origi-
nally joined the firm in 2008 and was one of the senior professionals who opened the firm’s initial 
New York office in 2009. During his turnaround and restructuring career, Mr. Weitz has focused on 
advising troubled companies and stakeholders in and out of bankruptcy in domestic and cross-border 
situations. Prior to becoming a restructuring professional, he held positions in the corporate sector, 
where his responsibilities included capital allocation, strategic planning, international acquisitions, 
valuation of potential acquisitions, and investments and deal execution. He began his career as an 
investment banker and has completed nearly 100 acquisitions, dispositions and capital formation 
transactions. Mr. Weitz is co-chair of ABI’s Complex Financial Restructuring Program and is a 
former co-chair of ABI’s Financial Advisors and Investment Banking Committee. He is a board 
member of the New York chapter of the Turnaround Management Association, where he also serves 
as Membership Committee co-chair. Mr. Weitz received his B.A. in economics and politics from 
Brandeis University and his M.B.A. in finance and accounting from the University of Chicago Booth 
School of Business. He has also earned his Intermediate Sommelier Certification from the National 
Wine School.

R. Scott Williams is a partner with Rumberger, Kirk & Caldwell, P.A. in Birmingham, Ala., where 
he focuses his practice on bankruptcy, reorganization and creditors’ rights and commercial litigation. 
He represents creditors and debtors in complex bankruptcy matters and has substantial experience in 
handling complex commercial litigation cases. In addition, his experience extends to litigation and 
transactional work in a number of areas, including the automotive, energy, health care and manufac-
turing sectors. Mr. Williams is active in the Bankruptcy Bar on both local and national levels. He was 
a contributing editor to Collier on Bankruptcy and co-authored ABI’s Bankruptcy Litigation Man-
ual: What Civil Litigators Need to Know (2007). In 2007, Mr. Williams became the first practicing 
attorney from Alabama to serve on ABI’s Board of Directors, and he served as a vice president and 
a member of its Executive Committee. He also has co-chaired ABI’s Litigation Skills Symposium 
and is a frequent lecturer and author on bankruptcy and commercial law topics. Prior to entering 
private practice, Mr. Williams served as counsel within several administrative units within the U.S. 
Government. He served as counsel to U.S. Sen. Howell T. Heflin on the U.S. Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee’s Subcommittee on Courts and Administrative Practice (1988-92), then served as legislative 
liaison to the Federal Courts Study Committee (1989-90). he played a significant role in drafting the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Code Amendments enacted in 1995 while serving as counsel to Sen. Heflin. Mr. 
Williams received his B.A. from the University of Illinois in 1985 and his J.D. from the University 
of Alabama in 1988, where he was an editor of the Journal of the Legal Profession.

Scott A. Wolfson is practice lead of Corporate Bankruptcy & Restructuring and ADR/Facilitation at 
Wolfson Bolton PLLC in Troy, Mich., where he focuses on bankruptcy and insolvency, commercial 
litigation, business disputes and counseling, automotive supply chain issues, and ADR/facilitation. 
His clients have included distressed companies, corporate debtors in bankruptcy, unsecured credi-
tors’ committees, preference and fraudulent transfer defendants, hospitals, tier-one and sub-tier sup-
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pliers, technology companies, start-ups, directors and officers, trade creditors, trustees, receivers, 
lenders, landlords, tenants, asset-purchasers and lessors. Mr. Wolfson has experience representing 
original equipment manufacturers and suppliers, including ensuring the continuity of supply from 
nonperforming, financially distressed or bankrupt suppliers. His expertise is in representing custom-
ers in the enforcement of their contract rights with suppliers in both state and federal courts. Mr. 
Wolfson also has experience litigating lien disputes under Michigan’s Special Tools Lien Act and 
Molder’s Lien Act. He advises secured creditors in all aspects of loan workouts and restructurings, 
including creditors’ rights representation, and represents financially distressed companies restructur-
ing in and out of court. He also represents purchasers of assets in bankruptcy and similar state court 
proceedings, including litigation of sale procedures and disputes. Mr. Wolfson is a certified mediator 
and has mediated preference, fraudulent conveyance and commercial disputes, members of boards 
of directors, and corporate officers in breach-of-fiduciary-duty and derivative litigation. He also has 
criminal jury trial experience as defense counsel and as a former prosecutor for the Keweenaw Bay 
Indian Community. Mr. Wolfson has been named one of the top 100 lawyers in Michigan in the 
2010-16 Super Lawyers survey, and as one of the top 50 Michigan business lawyers from 2013-16, 
in Michigan Super Lawyers from 2009-17, in Michigan Rising Stars for 2008, in The Best Lawyers 
in America from 2010-18 (for which he was named Lawyer of the Year) and as one of the dbusiness 
Top Lawyers from 2010-18. He is a Fellow of the Oakland County Bar Foundation and is rated AV-
Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell. Mr. Wolfson received his B.A. from Michigan State University’s 
James Madison College in 1992 and his J.D. cum laude from the University of Minnesota Law 
School in 1995, where he was a managing editor of the Law and Inequity Journal.

Peter J. Young is a partner in the Business Solutions, Governance, Restructuring & Bankruptcy 
Group of Proskauer Rose LLP in Los Angeles, where he concentrates his practice on complex corpo-
rate workouts, restructurings and bankruptcies. He represents public and private companies, boards 
of directors, lenders, unsecured creditors, sellers, purchasers and investors in a wide variety of out-
of-court and in-court workout, restructuring and reorganization matters. He also represents parties in 
bankruptcy-related litigation. Mr. Young is the newsletter editor for ABI’s Commercial and Regulato-
ry Law Committee and is a member of the Turnaround Management Association. He has been listed 
in Chambers USA for Bankruptcy/Restructuring: Illinois for 2014-18, The Legal 500 United States 
for Finance and Corporate Restructuring (Including Bankruptcy) for 2016, Illinois Super Lawyers for 
2017-19 and as a Rising Star for 2010 and 2012, and in The Best Lawyers in America for 2019-2020. 
He is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell. Mr. Young received his B.A. with honors in 1993 
from Central Michigan University in 1993, his M.A. with highest honors in 1995 from Ball State Uni-
versity and his J.D. summa cum laude in 2002 from Indiana University Robert H. McKinney School 
of Law, where he was editor-in-chief of the Indiana Law Review from 2001-02.

Jason N. Zakia is a partner in the Chicago office of White & Case LLP in the firm’s Commercial Liti-
gation practice. An experienced trial lawyer, he has represented clients in state courts, federal courts, 
and before arbitration panels across the country. Mr. Zakia’s practice focuses on high-stakes, complex 
business disputes for corporations and their shareholders, officers and directors. He was recognized 
in The Best Lawyers in America for Litigation – Bankruptcy in 2020 and and as a Florida Legal Elite 
(Commercial Litigation) in Florida Trend in 2017. Mr. Zakia is admitted to practice in Illinois and 
Florida, and before the U.S. District Courts for the Northern District of Illinois and the Northern and 
Southern Districts of Florida, and the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the First, Second, Third, Fourth and 
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Eleventh Circuits. He received his B.A. from the State University of New York at Albany and his J.D. 
from New York University School of Law.


