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Derek C. Abbott is a partner with Morris, Nichols, Arsht & Tunnell LLP in Wilmington, Del., and 
a member of its Business Reorganization & Restructuring Group. He also chairs the firm’s pro bono 
committee and sits on the Firm’s recruiting committee Mr. Abbott has represented Fortune 1000, 
local, international and other organizations as lead or Delaware counsel in bankruptcy proceedings 
and litigation on behalf of debtors, creditors, official and ad hoc committees and transactional case 
constituents. He regularly works with debtors in possession and exit-financing lenders, as well as 
outside and inside counsel, turnaround professionals, crisis-management firms, and investment and 
non-investment bank professionals. His recent client representations include AT&T Inc., General 
Motors Corp., Quality Care Properties, Philips International, Viacom Inc., TD Bank and Nortel 
Networks. Mr. Abbott has been recognized by Chambers USA, The Best Lawyers in America, Law 
& Politics magazine and Delaware Super Lawyers. In 2011, he received the Caleb R. Layton III 
Service Award, presented by the judges of the U.S. District and Bankruptcy Courts for the District 
of Delaware Mr. Abbott is a member of the American and Delaware State Bar Associations, Turn-
around Management Association and ABI, and is a frequent speaker. He also serves as legal counsel 
for a variety of indigent clients through Delaware Volunteer Legal Services. Mr. Abbott received his 
B.S. in human factors psychology in 1987 from the U.S. Military Academy and his J.D. with honors 
from the University of North Carolina School of Law in 1995, where he was an editor of the North 
Carolina Law Review.

Amir Agam, CIRA is a senior managing director in FTI Consulting, Inc.’s Corporate Finance & 
Rrestructuring practice in Los Angeles and has more than 17 years of experience advising senior 
management and creditors regarding companies that are stagnant or underperforming. He special-
izes in the revitalization of underperforming businesses, as well as in advising creditors and potential 
acquirers of financially distressed companies. Mr. Agam has been a financial advisor or Chief Re-
structuring Officer for Corinthinan Colleges, THQ, Inc., Fresh & Easy, LLC and Fleetwood Enter-
prises, and worked on the turnaround plan of a Fortune 500 manufacturer of auto-related equipment. 
He is a member of ABI, the Association of Insolvency & Restructuring Advisors and the Turnaround 
Management Association, and in 2015, he was named one of the restructuring industry’s “40 under 
40” emerging leader service professionals by The M&A Advisor. Mr. Agam received his B.A. with 
honors in business-economics with a minor in accounting from the University of California and his 
M.B.A. with honors from the Wharton School at the University of Pennsylvania.

Marc E. Albert is a partner with Stinson LLP in Washington, D.C., and chairs its Bankruptcy and 
Creditors’ Rights Group. He has concentrated over the past 35 years in the areas of financial restruc-
turing, insolvency and creditors’ rights. Mr. Albert has represented debtors, creditor committees, 
lenders and other creditors. He has been appointed by the Office of the U.S. Trustee as operating 
trustee in chapter 11 and 7 cases, and he has been on the Chapter 7 Trustee Panel in the District of 
Columbia for over 30 years. He also serves as counsel in a variety of bankruptcy and nonbankruptcy 
matters, including representing numerous clients who have tax problems with the Internal Revenue 
Service or state tax authorities. Prior to joining the firm, Mr. Albert was litigation counsel with the 
Tax Division of the Department of Justice. With three other attorneys, he started a boutique bank-
ruptcy law firm that grew to become one of the leading bankruptcy firms in Northern Virginia. Mr. 
Albert maintains an AV rating from Martindale-Hubbell and is admitted to practice in Pennsylvania, 
the District of Columbia, Maryland and Virginia, and before the U.S. Supreme Court. He is a mem-
ber of the District of Columbia, American and Virginia Bar Associations, and the Walter Chandler 
Inn of Court, National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees, ABI, World Affairs Council – Washing-
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ton, D.C., and the George Washington University Law School Mentoring and Recruitment Program. 
He was recognized in 2015 with the Founders Award from World Affairs Council and is listed in The 
Best Lawyers in America from 2011-17 for Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights/ Insolvency and 
Reorganization Law and Litigation-Bankruptcy, Washington D.C. Super Lawyers from 2012-17 for 
Bankruptcy & Creditor/Debtor Rights, and the 2015 edition of Chambers USA: America’s Leading 
Lawyers for Business in Bankruptcy/Restructuring. Mr. Albert received his B.A. in 1970 and his J.D. 
in 1973 from George Washington University, and his M.L.T. in 1984 from Georgetown University.

Mark E. Andrews is a managing director with Trinity River Advisors in Dallas and has more than 
35 years of experience representing clients in all aspects of insolvency work, including out-of-court 
restructurings and representations in state and federal court with a focus on bankruptcy-related mat-
ters. He previously was a named partner in a prominent Dallas-based bankruptcy boutique, then 
joined Cox Smith, later Dykema, where he served on its management committee and was head of 
the firm’s bankruptcy and creditors’ rights section. Mr. Andrews has worked on behalf of debtors, 
secured lenders, unsecured creditors, creditors’ committees and trustees. He has also represented in-
vestors and buyers of assets in bankruptcy court. Mr. Andrews has represented clients in the aviation, 
energy, health care, restaurant chain retail chain industries. He has appeared in cases in courts across 
the U.S., including New York, Wilmington, Del., Chicago, New Orleans, Oklahoma City, Albuquer-
que, N.M., and in courts all over Texas. His representative lender clients have included JP Morgan 
Chase, Comerica Bank, City Bank Texas and Texas Capital Bank, among others, and his typical rep-
resentations were as secured lender with cash-collateral and post-petition-financing issues. As debt-
or’s counsel in energy cases, he most recently represented New Emerald Energy, Murphy Energy 
and Northstar Energy, and he has experience in E&Ps, midstream and specialized energy servicers. 
As debtor’s counsel in health care cases, he has represented a number of physicians’ practice groups 
and retirement communities, and he has represented investors in the acquisition of restaurant chains 
in Texas and California. In addition, he has advised corporations on the effect of bankruptcy on their 
business, including Hunt Oil, General Motors, a private company in the restaurant-supply business, 
a private company in telecommunications business, and many others. Mr. Andrews is a trained me-
diator and periodically mediates disputes. He is admitted to practice law in the State of Texas, and 
is admitted to practice before Federal District Courts in Texas, New Mexico, Louisiana, Delaware 
and New York. Mr. Andrews is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and has been listed 
in The Best Lawyers in Texas and The Best Lawyers in America for many years. He also is ranked 
in Chambers USA. Mr. Andrews received his Bachelor’s degree in American/United States Studies/
Civilization in 1980 from Georgetown University and his J.D. in 1983 from Tulane University.

Karlene A. Archer is a staff attorney at the Legal Aid Society of Mid-New York in Syracuse, N.Y. 
She previously was an associate in the Bankruptcy and Financial Restructuring Group at WilmerHale 
in Boston and later at Bradley Arant Boult Cummings in Nashville, Tenn., where she focused mainly 
on consumer bankruptcy compliance for bank and nonbank mortgage-servicers. Ms. Archer currently 
works on pro bono and pro se assistance initiatives for consumer debtors, as well as impact litigation 
initiatives for student loan dischargeability. She received her J.D. from Boston College Law School.

Darren Azman is a partner in the New York office of McDermott Will & Emery and focuses his 
practice on corporate restructurings, creditors’ rights and distressed acquisitions. His clients include 
private-equity sponsors, troubled companies, official creditors’ committees, financial and strategic 
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purchasers of distressed assets, and other constituents in connection with in-court and out-of-court 
restructurings. Mr. Azman has distinct restructuring experience in the fields of energy, manufactur-
ing, health care, technology, maritime and transportation, cryptocurrency and cross-border restruc-
turings, including insolvency proceedings in Brazil, Germany, Japan and Korea. He also acts as a 
trusted advisor to emerging companies by helping them navigate a wide range of business and legal 
issues, including capital formation, licensing, developing and leveraging intellectual property, stra-
tegic alliances, regulatory compliance, employee and labor matters, litigation and general corporate 
matters. During law school, Mr. Azman took a leave of absence to start a health care technology 
company in New York, which still exists today. His clients include emerging companies in the tech-
nology, healthcare, energy, blockchain, cryptocurrency, telecommunications and media space. Mr. 
Azman was honored as a member of ABI’s 2021 class of “40 Under 40” and has been recognized 
in The American Lawyer as Litigator of the Week Runner-Up (February 2021), The Best Lawyers 
in America as one of the “Ones to Watch” for Bankruptcy and Debtor Credit Rights/Insolvency and 
Reorganization Law for 2021, and Turnarounds & Workouts as a 202 Outstanding Young Restruc-
turing Lawyer. He also was part of the team that won the ABI Asset Sales Committee’s Asset Sale of 
the Year for his work as lead debtor’s counsel in In re Agera Energy. Mr. Azman received his B.S. 
magna cum laude from Bentley University and his J.D. cum laude from Georgetown University Law 
Center.

Matthew K. Babcock, CPA, CFF, CFE, CIRA is a director with Berkeley Research Group, LLC 
in Salt Lake City and more than 23 years of experience providing services in bankruptcy, forensic/
investigative accounting and litigation support. Prior to BRG, he worked with LECG LLC, Neilson 
Elggren LLP, Arthur Andersen, Neilson Elggren Durkin & Co. and the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion (FBI). As an honors intern with the FBI, he was assigned to work with the Office of Indepen-
dent Counsel investigating former Secretary of Agriculture Mike Espy. Mr. Babcock has served in 
numerous bankruptcy and insolvency matters, including court appointments as trustee, receiver, ac-
countant to the trustee, accountant to the liquidating estate manager, accountant to the debtor, finan-
cial advisor to the Official Committee of Unsecured Creditors and financial advisor to the Official 
Committee of Tort Claimants. His experience includes the investigation of alleged insider dealings; 
investigation and pursuit of preferences, fraudulent transfers and other causes of action; tracing of 
funds; financial data reconstruction; liquidation and substantive consolidation analyses; plan feasi-
bility analyses; plan preparation; solvency analyses; claims analysis/resolution and liquidation of 
assets. He also has assisted trustees in operating chapter 11 companies, including analyzing prior and 
ongoing operations, developing cash-flow projections, budgeting, and managing other day-to-day 
accounting activity. Mr. Babcock has experience investigating fraud and mismanagement, includ-
ing financial statement fraud, Ponzi schemes, embezzlement schemes, check-kiting, bank fraud and 
bankruptcy fraud. He serves as a volunteer professional faculty member at the University of Utah, 
assisting in the instruction of the university’s Fraud Examination & Forensic Accounting course. 
He also has conducted numerous presentations relating to the investigation and analysis of busi-
ness fraud, financial statement fraud, bankruptcy fraud and other fraud schemes. Mr. Babcock has 
provided both civil and criminal litigation support services, including the investigation of fraud and 
mismanagement, tracing of funds, partner disputes, lost-profit damages, patent-infringement dam-
ages, breach of contract, economic analyses and financial record reconstruction. He received his B.S. 
magna cum laude in accounting and his M.P.A. from Brigham Young University in 1998.
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Hon. Janet S. Baer is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois in Chicago, ap-
pointed on March 5, 2012. She also acts on a regular basis as the presiding judge in the Northern Dis-
trict of Illinois for naturalization ceremonies. Previously, Judge Baer was a restructuring lawyer for 
more than 25 years and was involved in some of the most significant chapter 11 bankruptcy cases in 
the country. The majority of her practice focused on the representation of large, publicly held debt-
ors in both restructuring and chapter 11 matters, and she also represented companies in commercial 
litigation matters, including lender liability, fraud, breach of contract and breach of fiduciary duty. 
Prior to forming her own firm in 2009, Judge Baer was a partner at Kirkland & Ellis LLP, Winston & 
Strawn and Schwartz, Cooper, Greenberger & Krauss. She is a member of the ABI and NCBJ Boards 
of Directors, the CARE Advisory Board and the Chicago IWIRC Network Board, as well as several 
committees. She also is a frequent speaker for ABI, the ABA, the Chicago Bar Association, IWIRC 
and NCBJ, and she regularly acts as the presiding judge for the Northern District of Illinois in natu-
ralization ceremonies. Judge Baer earned her B.A. from the University of Wisconsin - Madison and 
her J.D. from DePaul College of Law.

Hon. Martin R. Barash is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Central District of California in Wood-
land Hills and Santa Barbara, sworn in on March 26, 2015. He brings more than 20 years of legal 
experience to the bench. Prior to his appointment, Judge Barash had been a partner at Klee, Tuchin, 
Bogdanoff & Stern LLP in Los Angeles since 2001, where he counseled parties in chapter 11 cases 
and litigated chapter 7 and chapter 11 bankruptcy cases. He first joined the firm as an associate in 
1999. Earlier in his career, Judge Barash worked as an associate of Stutman, Treister & Glatt P.C. in 
Los Angeles. He also has served as an adjunct professor of law at California State University, North-
ridge. Following law school, Judge Barash clerked for Hon. Procter R. Hug, Jr. of the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Ninth Circuit from 1992-93. He is a former ABI Board member, for which he served 
on its Education Committee, and he is a former member of the Board of Governors of the Financial 
Lawyers Conference. In addition, he is a judicial director of the Los Angeles Bankruptcy Forum and 
a frequent panelist and lecturer on bankruptcy law. Judge Barash received his A.B. magna cum laude 
in 1989 from Princeton University and his J.D. in 1992 from the UCLA School of Law, where he 
served as member, editor, business manager and symposium editor of the UCLA Law Review.

Geoffrey L. Berman is a senior managing director with Development Specialists, Inc. in Los An-
geles, which he joined in 1997. He served as ABI’s president from April 2011 to April 2012 and 
previously served as ABI’s Vice President-Publications, with oversight of the ABI Journal and other 
publication projects and a member of ABI’s Executive and Management Committees. Mr. Berman 
chaired the Task Force on General Assignments and wrote the ABI manual on general assignments, 
Assignments for the Benefit of Creditors: The ABCs of ABCs, which is now in its fourth edition. In 
Addition, he authored an article published in the ABI Law Review. Mr. Berman brings over 40 years 
experience in the extension of secured and unsecured credit and the liquidation of numerous busi-
nesses. He has expertise in all types of insolvency case administrations with a specialty in the area 
of general assignments for the benefit of creditors (in various businesses and industries including 
wholesale seafood, retail auto parts, various manufacturing concerns, wholesale nursery operations 
and high-tech companies), and liquidating and creditor trusts under chapter 11 plans of reorgani-
zation. Mr. Berman is a certified mediator and serves on the Bankruptcy Mediation Panel for the 
Central District of California, as well as the Register of Mediators for the District of Delaware, and 
he has served as a Federal Court Receiver. He served as trustee of the USACM Liquidating Trust, 
the post-confirmation estate for USA Commercial Mortgage in Las Vegas. He also served as the 
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post-confirmation trustee for the Syntax Brillian Corp. Liquidation and Lender Trusts, as established 
by the confirmed plan in these District of Delaware cases. Mr. Berman has previous experience 
with Union Bank (of California) and Mitsui Manufacturers Bank. Prior to joining DSI, Mr. Berman 
was with Credit Managers Association of California for 11 years, where he was the manager of its 
Adjustment Bureau and a member of the Association’s senior management. He is a member of the 
Los Angeles, Orange County and Bay Area Bankruptcy Forums and the Association of Insolvency 
Accountants, and is a frequent lecturer on bankruptcy and insolvency subjects. Mr. Berman received 
his B.B.A. with honors from the University of the Pacific in 1975 with a degree in business admin-
istration (accounting and finance) and his J.D. from Southwestern University School of Law in Los 
Angeles.

Jill B. Bienstock is a managing director with PwC in New York and heads its Bankruptcy Consulta-
tion & Facilitation Team. She previously was a partner with Cole Schotz P.C., where she focused her 
practice on a variety of areas, including creditors’ rights, avoidance actions and reorganizations for 
both individuals and corporate entities. She has represented Fortune 500 companies, various debtors, 
secured and unsecured creditors, landlords, equipment lessors, restaurants, hedge funds and banks, 
creditors’ committees and liquidating trustees, both in and out of bankruptcy court. Ms. Bienstock’s 
work has been recognized in New Jersey Super Lawyers and New York Metro Area Super Lawyers. 
Prior to joining Cole Schotz, Ms. Bienstock was a judicial intern for Hon. Ronald J. Hedges, a mag-
istrate judge in the U.S. District Court for the District of New Jersey and a summer associate for the 
firm. Prior to attending law school, she worked for a publicly traded company in its in-house legal 
department, supporting and managing its U.S. and out-of-country boards of directors, Section 16 
pre-clearances and corporate governance initiatives, as well as the integration and training for new 
technology. Ms. Bienstock is admitted to practice in New York and New Jersey, as well as in the U.S. 
District Courts for the Southern and Eastern Districts of New York and the District of New Jersey 
and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit. She received her B.A. magna cum laude from 
Lafayette College, where she was a member of the National Honor Societies for Phi Beta Kappa, 
Sigma Delta Pi and Pi Sigma Alpha, and received her J.D. cum laude from New York Law School.

Hon. Hannah L. Blumenstiel is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of California 
in San Francisco. Prior to her appointment on Feb. 11, 2013, Judge Blumenstiel was an associate 
(2003-08) and then a partner (2008-12) with Winston & Strawn LLP, where she focused her prac-
tice on creditors’ rights litigation in state and federal court, including bankruptcy court. From 2001 
to 2003, Judge Blumenstiel was an associate with Murphy Sheneman Julian & Rogers LLP, where 
she represented debtors, creditors and trustees in bankruptcy cases and adversary proceedings. She 
served as a law clerk to Hon. Charles M. Caldwell of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern 
District of Ohio (Eastern Division) from 1998 to 2001, and from 1997-98, she represented the State 
of Ohio’s interests in bankruptcy cases as an assistant attorney general with the Revenue Recovery 
Section of the Ohio Attorney General’s Office. Judge Blumenstiel sits on ABI’s Board of Directors. 
She received her J.D. from Capital University Law School in 1997 while working full-time for the 
Columbus Bar Association as director of its pro bono initiative, “Lawyers for Justice,” and her B.A. 
from Ohio State University in 1992.

John R. Bollinger is a shareholder with the Boleman Law Firm, P.C. in Richmond, Va. The firm 
focuses exclusively in the area of consumer bankruptcy law and is the largest consumer bankruptcy 
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practice in Virginia. He is a frequent speaker at local, regional and national organizations and is past 
president of the board of the Tidewater Bankruptcy Bar Association. Mr. Bollinger has spoken be-
fore ABI, J. Sargeant Reynolds Community College, T. C. Williams School of Law at the University 
of Richmond, Virginia Bar Association (VBA), Tidewater Bankruptcy Bar Association (TBBA), 
Virginia Governors Conference on Housing, the National Association of Chapter Thirteen Trustees 
and the Virginia Trial Lawyer’s Association, as well as a number of civic and business organizations. 
Additionally, he has served as the past president of the board for the Tidewater Bankruptcy Bar As-
sociation. Mr. Bollinger most recently served on the 2019 ABI Strategic Planning Committee and 
the 2019 and 2020 ABI “40 Under 40” Steering Committees. He currently serves as the Education 
Director of ABI’s Consumer Bankruptcy Committee and is an editor for ABI’s VOLO project. Mr. 
Bollinger has been has been recognized by Super Lawyers as a “Virginia Rising Star” in the area of 
Consumer Bankruptcy Law. He received his J.D. from the University of Richmond T.C. Williams 
School of Law.

Liz Boydston is a shareholder with Polsinelli PC in Dallas, where she focuses her practice on 
complex chapter 11 bankruptcy cases, adversary proceedings, fraudulent transfer and preference 
litigation, §  363 sales and workouts throughout the U.S. She represents public and private, for-
profit and nonprofit hospitals, municipalities, assisted living, retirement and senior housing centers, 
health care providers, public oil and gas-development companies, refining and fuel-marketing 
corporations, drilling and exploration companies, financial institutions, and large multinational and 
multi-subsidiary corporations in complex restructuring and insolvency matters. Ms. Boydston has 
Ponzi scheme defense litigation experience and has defended investors in schemes valuing up to 
$3.6 billion. She also clerked for Chief Bankruptcy Judge Bill Parker in the Eastern District of Texas. 
Ms. Boydston is a 2020 honoree of ABI’s “40 Under 40” class and served as the Member Relations 
Director of ABI’s Health Care Committee from 2019-21. She won the Turnaround Atlas Award 
for Private Equity Turnaround for Adeptus Health Bankruptcy in 2018. She also has been listed 
as a 2014-21 Super Lawyers “Rising Star,” was listed in “Best Lawyers Under 40” for 2019 by D 
Magazine, was selected for the inaugural Dallas Bar Association WE LEAD (Women Empowered to 
Lead) program in 2018, and was listed in both “Up-And-Coming 50: Women Texas Rising Stars” and 
“Up-And-Coming 100: Texas Rising Stars” from 2017-20. Ms. Boydston received her B.A. magna 
cum laude from Baylor University and her J.D. cum laude from Southern Methodist University 
Dedman School of Law.

Hon. Kevin J. Carey is a partner in Hogan Lovells US LLP’s Business Restructuring and Insol-
vency practice in Philadelphia and is a retired bankruptcy judge. He represents both companies and 
creditors in domestic and cross-border bankruptcy proceedings. Judge Carey was first appointed to 
the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania in 2001, then in 2005 began ser-
vice on the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware (as chief judge from 2008-11). Dur-
ing that time, he authored more than 200 reported decisions, issued important rulings on key issues 
such as valuation, fiduciary duties and other complex chapter 11, confirmation issues, and presided 
over high-profile cases, including Exide Technologies, Tribune Co. and New Century Financial. 
Judge Carey is ABI’s President-Elect and a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy. He also 
is member of the International Insolvency Institute and was the first judge to serve as global chair of 
the Turnaround Management Association. Judge Carey lectures worldwide on bankruptcy issues and 
is a contributing author to Collier on Bankruptcy. In addition, he is a part-time adjunct professor in 
the LL.M. in Bankruptcy program at St. John’s University School of Law in New York City. Judge 
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Carey began his legal career in 1979 as law clerk to Bankruptcy Judge Thomas M. Twardowski, then 
served as clerk of court in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania. He 
received his B.A. in 1976 from Pennsylvania State University and his J.D. in 1979 from Villanova 
University School of Law.

Katherine R. Catanese is a partner and bankruptcy and restructuring attorney with Foley & Lardner 
LLP in New York, where she focuses her practice on the representation of creditors’ committees, 
post-confirmation trusts and trustees, especially in fraud-based litigation. She also focuses her prac-
tice on cross-border fraud and representation of investors and managers in hedge funds both onshore 
and offshore in bankruptcy ligation including involuntary bankruptcies and chapter 15 bankruptcies. 
In this regard, she assisted in filing an involuntary petition for a group of hedge fund creditors, then 
assisted in procuring a settlement in that bankruptcy that resolved over a dozen lawsuits in the U.S. 
and offshore and is liquidating the remaining hedge fund assets. She also has experience in bankrupt-
cy appeals and successfully persuaded a federal appeals court to affirm the dismissal of a “rogue” 
bankruptcy petition by the ousted former board of directors of a scandal-plagued Chinese clean en-
ergy company. Ms. Catanese focuses on for-profit schools and higher-education restructuring gener-
ally, with an emphasis on fraud investigation and intervention. She is building a practice focusing on 
representing higher-education institutions, lenders and private-equity funds in all forms of litigation 
related to the business and financial restructuring of these schools. Ms. Catanese is a member of the 
Bankruptcy and Health Care Restructuring subteam at Foley and the women’s retention coordinator 
for Foley’s Women’s Network in the New York office, and she was named one of ABI’s “40 Under 
40” emerging leaders in insolvency practice in 2018. Prior to joining Foley, she was an associate at 
Allard & Fish, P.C., where she represented a chapter 7 trustee and corporate debtors, secured and 
unsecured creditors, and trustees in all aspects of bankruptcy litigation. Ms. Catanese is admitted to 
practice in New York and Michigan. She is also a lifetime member of the Michigan State University 
alumni association and a member of the MSU Law Alumni Board. Ms. Catanese received her B.A. 
in psychology summa cum laude in 2001 and her J.D. cum laude in 2004 from Michigan State Uni-
versity. During law school, she clerked for Hon. David L. Jordon.

Sara L. Chenetz is a partner with Perkins Coie LLP in Los Angeles, where she represents clients 
with varied interests in bankruptcy, restructuring, workout and litigation matters. She has served 
as first chair in multiple trials, arbitrations and mediations, in addition to having served as a court-
appointed chapter 11 trustee in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Nevada and as a me-
diator in bankruptcy cases in New York and California. In this capacity, she helps clients formulate 
and implement complex restructuring, workout, litigation and settlement strategies in a variety of 
situations, including bankruptcies, out-of-court workouts, federal and state litigation and arbitration, 
receiverships, assignments for the benefit of creditors, distressed asset sales, capital and transaction 
structures, and conducting business with financially troubled companies. Ms. Chenetz has worked 
with businesses in an array of industries, including aerospace, biotech, defense, ecommerce, en-
tertainment and media, finance, investment management, health care, hotels and leisure, lending, 
manufacturing, mining, professional services, real estate, retail, sports, technology, transportation, 
unmanned vehicles systems and wineries. Through the course of her career, she has represented all 
parties involved in bankruptcy, restructuring, workout and litigation matters. She regularly counsels 
first- and second-lien holders, asset, business and debt acquirers, official and unofficial committees, 
debtors in possession, bond and equity holders, directors and officers, and trustees and examin-
ers. Her clients include vendors, employee benefit plans, landlords, tenants, retained profession-
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als, plaintiffs and defendants. Ms. Chenetz is a Fellow of the Litigation Counsel of America and 
has been recognized in Chambers USA. She is also a frequent speaker and author on bankruptcy, 
restructuring, workout and litigation issues. Ms. Chenetz received her B.A. magna cum laude from 
the University of Massachusetts, Amherst in 1980 and her J.D. in 1983 from American University 
Washington College of Law.

Richard A. Chesley is a co-U.S. managing partner of DLA Piper in Chicago and New York, and 
chairs its Restructuring Practice. He focuses his practice on corporate restructuring with an emphasis 
on bankruptcy transactions, both in the U.S. and internationally. Mr. Chesley has served as restruc-
turing counsel in a number of chapter 11 proceedings, including the recently completed chapter 11 
cases of LK Bennett, Appvion, Abengoa US Holding LLC (including the related chapter 15 pro-
ceeding), LLC and its affiliates, Vertellus Specialties, Orchard Supply Hardware Stores, Velti plc, 
PJ Finance Inc., and Trident Microsystems Inc. and its subsidiaries in Asia and Europe. He recently 
worked on chapter 15 filings for bankruptcy protections through U.S. courts for U.K.-based Arcadia 
Group, the parent company of Topshop and Topman. He has served as debtors’ counsel in a number 
of other chapter 11 proceedings, including Kaiser Aluminum Corp., National Century Financial 
Enterprises, Federated Department Stores, Elder-Beerman Stores, Montgomery Ward, Purina Mills, 
The Loewen Group, PFF Bancorp, Contech LLC, Morton Industrial Group, Vermillion, Inc, Fair-
field Residential and its subsidiaries and East West Resort Development. Mr. Chesley also repre-
sented Authentic Brands Group in a number of its acquisitions in chapter 11, including Nine West, 
Aeropostale, Barneys New York, Prince Sports and Hickey Freeman, and a number of acquisitions 
outside of court, including the Marilyn Monroe brand. In addition, he has led a number of out-of-
court restructurings, including Arendal, Norwood Promotional Products, Examination Management 
Services Inc. and Educational Media Publishing Group. Mr. Chesley has served as counsel to official 
creditors’ committees in the Polaroid Corp., Stratosphere Hotel, MobileMedia Communications, 
Edison Brothers Stores, Grant Geophysical and Mercury Finance matters. He also has represented 
a number of other constituencies in bankruptcy proceedings throughout the U.S., including finan-
cial advisors, real estate acquirors, liquidators and other significant creditors, ranging from UBS 
in multiple restructurings relating to the sub-prime crisis to Tiger Woods in the Planet Hollywood 
chapter 11 proceedings. In addition, Mr. Chesley handles litigation matters throughout the country 
stemming from bankruptcy proceedings. Once he firmly established his restructuring law career and 
before joining DLA Piper, he worked at Houlihan Lokey Howard & Zukin, a financial advisory firm 
with which he still works closely. While there, he served as senior vice president and restructuring 
general counsel. In addition to his firmwide legal responsibilities, he was also a member of Houli-
han Lokey’s financial restructuring group, working on the restructuring of Nextel International, CTI 
Movil, and United Airlines. Mr. Chesley has served a number of pro bono clients in the U.S. and 
globally, and received the firm’s Pro Bono award in 2016. He received his B.A. from Northwestern 
University and his J.D. from the University of Cincinnati College of Law, where he served on the 
editorial board of its law review.

Richard P. Cook is the founder of Cape Fear Debt Relief, a boutique bankruptcy firm in Wilm-
ington, N.C., that represents individuals and small businesses in chapter 7, 11 and 13 cases before 
the U.S. Bankruptcy Courts in Eastern North Carolina. In February 2020, Mr. Cook was named a 
subchapter V trustee for the Eastern District of North Carolina. He is one of only three attorneys in 
Wilmington recognized by the North Carolina State Bar as a Board-Certified Specialist in both Busi-
ness and Consumer Bankruptcy Law. Mr. Cook served on the board of the North Carolina State Bar 
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Association’s Bankruptcy Section Council from 2013-16. He currently serves as the Fourth Circuit 
chair for the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys. Prior to founding Cape Fear 
Debt Relief, Mr. Cook was an associate with Butler & Butler, LLP in Wilmington, N.C., and prior 
to that, he was an associate with Brock & Scott, PLLC in Winston-Salem, N.C. He received his un-
dergraduate degree and J.D. from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 2003 and 2007, 
respectively.

H. David Cox is the founding member of Cox Law Group PLLC in Lynchburg, Va., and practices 
bankruptcy law throughout the Western District of Virginia. Prior to entering private practice, he 
clerked for the late Hon. William E. Anderson. He co-edits the treatise Bankruptcy Practice in Vir-
ginia, co-authored the fourth edition of ABI’s Consumer Bankruptcy: Fundamentals of Chapter 7 
and Chapter 13 of the U.S. Bankruptcy Code, and has lectured at numerous regional and national 
CLE programs. Mr. Cox is a permanent member of the Fourth Circuit Judicial Conference and a Fel-
low of the American College of Bankruptcy, and he serves on ABI’s Board of Directors. He received 
his B.A. in 1992 from Virginia Tech and his J.D. in 1995 from the University of Richmond - TC 
Williams School of Law.

Chris Creger is a principal of CohReznick LLP’s Restructuring & Dispute Resolution Practice in 
New York and provides financial advisory, business restructuring and transaction support services 
to corporations, debtors, bondholders, hedge funds, law firms, lending institutions, private-equity 
firms, secured lenders, unsecured creditors and other constituents. His industry experience includes 
media, consumer goods, distribution, retail, manufacturing, oil & gas, telecommunications, publica-
tions, textiles, health care, nonprofit and energy. Mr. Creger advises his clients on matters involving 
turnaround, bankruptcy, out-of-court workouts, litigation, lender and M&A due diligence, trans-
actional support and profit improvement. His areas of expertise include liquidity/ vendor manage-
ment, organizational and process reformation, capital-sourcing, and business and creditor workout/
management/restructuring. Prior to joining CohnReznick, Mr. Creger built his career as a consultant 
with niche bankruptcy and turnaround consulting firms such CR3 Partners, BDO Consulting and 
Epiq Systems. He has served the New York Turnaround Management Association in various roles, 
including chair of the NextGen Committee. He also was an integral part of the deal team that was 
recognized as M&A Advisor’s 12th Annual Turnaround Award Winner “Chapter 11 Reorganization 
of the Year.” Other engagement honors include the 2018 Turnaround Atlas Awards for the Corporate 
Turnaround of the Year, and separately for the Energy Restructuring of the Year. Mr. Creger received 
his B.S. in financial economics from Centre College and a degree in international business and 
managerial finance from the University of Nicosia (Intercollege), Lefkosia, Cyprus.

Everett J. Cygal is a partner with Schiff Hardin LLP in Chicago and practice group leader of its 
Insurance and Reinsurance department. He is a trial lawyer who has represented domestic and global 
insurance and reinsurance companies (cedents and reinsurers) over the last 25 years in complex, 
high-exposure cases before both trial courts and arbitration panels; his trials have included a variety 
of property and casualty and life and health issues. Beyond his work for reinsurers, insurance com-
panies call on Mr. Cygal to litigate sophisticated declaratory judgment actions concerning estoppel, 
lost policies and advertising injury. He is entrusted with complex issues of first impression, includ-
ing the attempted importation of the continuous trigger theory into molestation coverage cases. Mr. 
Cygal has successfully litigated leading cases relating to the Federal Arbitration Act, confidentiality, 
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and the conduct of arbitrators and umpires. Over the years, he has devoted a significant part of his 
practice to pro bono representations that have included several trials. He was the lead trial lawyer 
in both a statewide class action concerning the treatment and conditions of civilly committed in-
dividuals and a later individual action. Mr. Cygal is admitted to practice in Illinois and New York, 
and before the U.S. Supreme Court, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit, and the U.S. 
District Courts for the Northern District of Illinois and the Eastern and Southern Districts of New 
York. He is a current member of the board of directors of the American Civil Liberties Union Illinois 
(ACLU) and previously served nine years on the board of directors of the Legal Assistance Founda-
tion of Metropolitan Chicago (LAF). Mr. Cygal is a member of the AIDA Reinsurance and Insurance 
Arbitration Society (ARIAS•U.S.), American and Chicago Bar Associations, and the Association of 
Life Insurance Counsel (ALIC). He received his A.B. in 1989 from the University of Chicago and 
his J.D. cum laude in 1993 from Northwestern Pritzker School of Law, where he was admitted to the 
Order of the Coif.

James D. Decker, CIRA is the founder of JDecker & Company, Inc. in Atlanta, which is focused 
on corporate governance, transactional advisory and litigation support. As an independent director, 
he serves on the boards of middle-market private companies typically undergoing transformational 
events. Mr. Decker’s board service has included the capacities of board chairman and chair of spe-
cial committees and restructuring committees. He is qualified as an Audit Committee Financial Ex-
pert. In addition, he has also served as an arbitrator and testifying expert, and is well versed in the 
fiduciary obligations of directors. For the 30 years prior to founding JDecker & Company in 2019, 
Mr. Decker was an investment banker and advisor in the U.S. middle market, with a focus on advis-
ing clients in complex corporate finance transactions, mergers & acquisitions, recapitalizations and 
restructurings. He advised owners, boards, special committees, management teams and creditors 
across a wide range of industries and circumstances. In the course of his investment banking career, 
Mr. Decker originated and completed hundreds of transactions worth in excess of $30 billion. These 
included restructurings, exclusive sales, acquisitions, special-situation financings, leveraged buy-
outs, loan placements, recapitalizations and valuations. He also recruited, developed and managed 
large teams of professionals at a variety of prominent institutions, including Guggenheim Securities, 
Morgan Joseph, Alvarez & Marsal and Houlihan Lokey. Mr. Decker is a Fellow in the American 
College of Bankruptcy and has twice received Turnaround of the Year Awards from The M&A Advi-
sor. He is also a past director of the Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors (AIRA), 
a former co-chair of ABI’s Investment Banking Committee and a former director of the Turnaround 
Management Association (TMA). Mr. Decker enjoys teaching and is a frequent speaker on corporate 
finance, mergers and acquisitions, capital markets and financial restructuring. He maintains Series 7, 
24 and 63 FINRA licenses. Mr. Decker received his B.A. in economics and geology from Vanderbilt 
University and his M.B.A. in business administration with a concentration in finance from the Whar-
ton School of the University of Pennsylvania.

Hon. Robert D. Drain is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of New York in White 
Plains. Since his appointment in May 2002, he has presided over such chapter 11 cases as Loral, 
RCN, Cornerstone, Refco, Allegiance Telecom, Delphi, Coudert Brothers, Frontier Airlines, Star 
Tribune, Reader’s Digest, A&P, Hostess Brands, Christian Brothers and Momentive. He also has 
presided over the ancillary or plenary cases of Corporacion Durango, Satellites Mexicanas, Par-
malat S.p.A. and its affiliated U.S. debtors, Varig S.A., Yukos (II), SphinX, Galvex Steel, TBS Ship-
ping, Excel Maritime, Nautilus, Landsbanki Islands, Roust and Ultrapetrol. He has served as the 
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court-appointed mediator in a number of chapter 11 cases, including New Page, Cengage, Quick-
silver, LightSquared, Molycorp, Breitburn Energy and China Fishery. Previously, Judge Drain was 
a partner in the bankruptcy department of Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison, where he 
represented debtors, trustees, secured and unsecured creditors, official and unofficial creditors’ com-
mittees, and buyers of distressed businesses and distressed debt in chapter 11 cases, out-of-court re-
structurings and bankruptcy-related litigation. He was also actively involved in several transnational 
insolvency matters. Judge Drain is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and a member 
and board member of ABI, a member of the International Insolvency Institute, a member and former 
Secretary of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, and a founding member and chair of 
the Judicial Insolvency Network. He also is the current chair of the Bankruptcy Judges Advisory 
Group established through the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts, and was appointed to the 
FDIC’s Systemic Resolution Advisory Committee through May 1, 2021. Judge Drain was an adjunct 
professor for several years at St. John’s University School of Law’s LL.M. in Bankruptcy Program 
and currently is an adjunct professor at Pace University School of Law. He has lectured and written 
on numerous bankruptcy-related topics and is the author of the novel The Great Work in the United 
States of America. He received his B.A. cum laude from Yale University and his J.D. from Columbia 
University School of Law, where he was a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar for three years.

Cecily A. Dumas is a partner at BakerHostetler in Los Angeles and focuses on the areas of business 
restructuring and chapter 11. She represents clients across diverse industries in all facets of financial 
distress, notably debt restructuring, mergers and acquisitions and chapter 11 cases. Her background 
with business insolvency has led to favorable results for debtors, creditors’ committees, chapter 11 
trustees, secured and unsecured creditors, lessors and assets acquirers. Ms. Dumas has worked with 
leaders in technology, health care, biopharmaceuticals, real estate, energy and other fields. She cur-
rently leads the firm’s representation of the Official Committee of Tort Claimants in the chapter 11 
reorganization of PG&E Corp. Ms. Dumas is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and 
has consistently been recognized by Chambers USA, The Best Lawyers in America and other publi-
cations as a top lawyer in her field, and she was named among the Daily Journal’s top 100 lawyers 
in California in 2019. Ms. Dumas received her A.B. cum laude from the University of California, 
Berkeley, and her J.D. from Golden Gate University School of Law.

Michael M. Eidelman is a shareholder with Vedder Price in Chicago and chairs the firm’s Corporate 
Reorganization, Bankruptcy and Insolvency Group. He also is a member of the firm’s board of di-
rectors. Mr. Eidelman concentrates his practice in bankruptcy and insolvency matters and has acted 
as lead counsel for debtors, secured and unsecured creditors, chapter 7 and 11 trustees, landlords, 
asset-purchasers, and creditors’ and bondholders’ committees. In addition, he represents companies, 
creditors, court-appointed receivers and assignees for the benefit of creditors in out-of-court restruc-
turings and liquidations. He also represents officers and directors of financially distressed compa-
nies. Mr. Eidelman has litigation experience in all aspects of creditors’ rights, in both U.S. state and 
federal jurisdictions and in cross-border transactions in Canada and Mexico. He was appointed by 
the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Illinois as receiver in U.S. Commodity Futures 
Trading Commission v. Peregrine Financial Group, Inc. and Russell R. Wasendorf, Sr. (Case No. 
1:12-cv-05383), and as the “Information Agent” by the U.S. Government in United States of Ameri-
ca v. All Business Assets of the Viceroy L’Ermitage Beverly Hills, et al., pending in the U.S. District 
Court for the Central District of California (Case No. CV 16-5369-DSF-PLA). Mr. Eidelman is a 
member of the Turnaround Management Association and the Chicago, Illinois and American Bar 
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Associations. He served as a member and co-chair of the Bankruptcy Court Liaison Committee, 
which was established to address issues concerning bankruptcy judges and lawyers in the Northern 
District of Illinois. He is also a frequent speaker and author on numerous bankruptcy-related issues. 
Mr. Eidelman was selected for inclusion from 2005-21 in Illinois Super Lawyers, and since 2010, he 
has been ranked in Chambers USA in the Illinois Bankruptcy/Restructuring category. Mr. Eidelman 
is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell and was selected as a Leading Lawyer in Bankruptcy 
& Workout: Commercial Law. In addition he has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America in the 
field of Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law since 2013. Mr. 
Eidelman received his B.G.S. in 1984 from the University of Michigan and his J.D. in 1987 from 
DePaul University College of Law.

Evan R. Fleck is a partner in the New York office of Milbank LLP and a member of the firm’s Finan-
cial Restructuring Group. He represents debtors and creditors in in-court and out-of-court restructur-
ings, lenders, and other strategic parties, and he routinely advises creditors in distressed situations 
and has focused on the insolvency aspects of derivative and structured financing transactions. Mr. 
Fleck has been a featured panelist and lecturer at national conferences and law schools on topics 
involving distressed situations. He is recognized in Chambers USA: Americas Leading Lawyers for 
Business as a top Bankruptcy/Restructuring lawyer in 2021 in New York and globally. He is also 
known for his staunch defense of creditors’ rights and successful representation of debtors on the 
creative management of their assets and business affairs in domestic and international restructuring 
proceedings. Mr. Fleck received his B.A. from the University of Pennsylvania and his J.D. from 
Georgetown Law.

Carol L. Fox, CPA, CIRA, CFA is a senior managing director with B. Riley Financial in Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla., and has more than 30 years of private and public accounting experience. She pre-
viously was with GlassRatner and Kapila & Company, where she focused on forensic accounting, 
litigation support and bankruptcy. For more than 20 years, Ms. Fox’s practice has focused on pro-
viding bankruptcy, restructuring and forensic services to a wide range of industries with a specific 
focus on the health care sector. She has provided restructuring and bankruptcy-related services for 
distressed situations in the health care, life sciences, mining, transportation, e-commerce, real estate, 
telecommunications, hospitality, agriculture and marine sectors. In addition, she has led high-profile 
investigations of investment schemes, fraud investigations, internal corporate investigations, due-
diligence assignments and matters involving business disputes and quantification of damages. Ms. 
Fox currently serves as case-by-case subchapter V trustee in the Southern District of Florida, serves 
on the Board of Directors for the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confedera-
tion’s (IWIRC’s) Florida Chapter, was named one of the U.S. Top Women Dealmakers by Global 
M&A Network in 2019, and was recognized in 2021 by the ABF Journal as one of the Top Women 
in Asset-Based Lending. Ms. Fox received her B.S. in accounting from the University of Florida.

Scott F. Gautier is a partner with Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP in Los Angeles, where he rep-
resents corporate clients in financial distress, with the goal of creating and structuring transactions 
that maximize value for clients. He counsels corporate owners, boards, fiduciaries and creditors on 
all facets of corporate insolvency and handles corporate chapter 11 cases from every vantage point 
— as counsel to debtors, ad-hoc and official committees, secured creditors and other constituents. 
He also works on out-of-court financial restructuring matters, distressed mergers and acquisitions, 
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and advises corporate clients on debtor-creditor issues in nonbankruptcy matters. Mr. Gautier has 
represented all constituents in corporate restructuring, with particular experience advising corpo-
rate owners, boards and fiduciaries on identifying the best strategic alternatives when faced with 
financial distress, and serving as lead committee counsel and advising on strategic alternatives in 
corporate chapter 11 cases. Before joining Faegre Drinker, he chaired a corporate restructuring and 
bankruptcy group at a national law firm. Mr. Gautier is a former director of ABI and the Southern 
California Turnaround Managers Association. He regularly writes and speaks on financial restruc-
turing and insolvency issues for local and national conferences. Mr. Gautier received his B.S.B.A. 
from Ohio State University and his J.D. with highest honors from the Chicago-Kent College of Law, 
where he was elected to the Order of the Coif.

Hon. Martin Glenn is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of New York in New 
York, sworn in on Nov. 30, 2006. Previously, he was a law clerk for Hon. Henry J. Friendly, Chief 
Judge of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit, from 1971-72, and he practiced law with 
O’Melveny & Myers LLP in Los Angeles from 1972-85 and in New York from 1985-2006, where he 
focused on complex civil litigation including securities, RICO, financial and accounting fraud, and 
unfair competition. Judge Glenn is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and a member 
of the American Law Institute, International Insolvency Institute, New York Federal-State Judicial 
Council, New York City Bar, National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and ABI. He also is a past 
member of the Committee on International Judicial Relations of the U.S. Judicial Conference, and 
the Bankruptcy Judge Advisory Group of the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts. In addition, 
he is an adjunct professor of law at Columbia Law School and a contributing author to Collier on 
Bankruptcy. Judge Glenn received his B.S. from Cornell University in 1968 and his J.D. from Rut-
gers Law School in 1971, where he was an articles editor of the Rutgers Law Review.

Geoffrey S. Goodman is a partner and litigation lawyer with Foley & Lardner LLP in Chicago, 
where his practice covers broad areas of bankruptcy and insolvency law and has focused on com-
modities and securities bankruptcies, as well as health care and energy bankruptcies. He is co-chair 
for the firm’s Bankruptcy & Business Reorganizations Practice and a member of its Appellate Prac-
tice. Mr. Goodman has represented chapter 11 debtors, official creditors’ committees, ad hoc com-
mittees, trustees, secured lenders, purchasers of assets and unsecured creditors in chapter 11 cases, 
including some of the largest chapter 11 cases in the country. In addition, he counsels clients in 
liquidations, workouts, assignments for the benefit of creditors and transactions, and handles bank-
ruptcy and creditors’ rights litigation in both federal and state court. Mr. Goodman has experience 
in the area of commodities and securities bankruptcies, having represented a consortium of custom-
ers holding over $100 million in claims in the MF Global bankruptcy case and serving as special 
commodities counsel to the chapter 7 trustee in the Peregrine Financial Group, Inc. bankruptcy. Mr. 
Goodman also served as counsel to one of the largest creditors in the multi-billion dollar chapter 11 
case of In re Refco, Inc. in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of New York and as 
counsel to an ad hoc committee of customers in the billion dollar case of In re Sentinel Management 
Group, Inc. in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District of Illinois. He has counseled large 
mutual funds, hedge funds, futures commission merchants, exchanges and other entities in this area. 
His practice also covers the areas of health care and energy bankruptcies, having served as counsel 
to the debtor and large secured and unsecured creditors in significant health care cases and counsel to 
the creditors’ committee in the large chapter 11 cases of coal companies Horizon Natural Resources 
Co., Trinity Coal Corp. and Black Diamond Mining Company, LLC. Prior to joining Foley, Mr. 
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Goodman clerked for Hon. Francis D. Murnaghan, Jr. of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth 
Circuit. He received his B.A. in political science with honors in 1996 from Illinois Wesleyan Uni-
versity and his J.D. summa cum laude in 1999 from the University of Illinois College of Law, where 
he was notes editor of the Law Review and elected to the Order of the Coif.

Isley M. Gostin is counsel at Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP in Washington, D.C., and 
has experience representing clients in all stages of complex litigation and bankruptcy proceedings, 
including discovery, motions, mediation, trial and appeals. She has litigated seven trials, many cases 
in the courts of appeals, and three merits cases before the U.S. Supreme Court, focused primarily 
on bankruptcy issues. Prior to joining the firm, Ms. Gostin clerked for Hon. Robert E. Gerber of the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of New York. She is a 2020 honoree of ABI’s “40 
Under 40” class, co-authored ABI’s Quick Evidence Handbook, Second Edition, and currently serves 
as the Education Director for the ABI’s Litigation Committee. Ms. Gostin received her B.A. cum 
laude from Harvard College and her J.D. cum laude from Harvard Law School.

Hon. John T. Gregg is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Michigan in Grand 
Rapids, appointed on July 17, 2014. Previously, he was a partner with the law firm of Barnes & 
Thornburg LLP, where he focused on corporate restructuring, bankruptcy and other insolvency mat-
ters. Judge Gregg is a frequent writer and speaker on bankruptcy and other commercial issues. He 
has written and co-edited numerous treatises and articles for various publications, including Collier 
Guide to Chapter 11, published by LexisNexis; Strategies for Secured Creditors in Workouts and 
Foreclosures, published by ALI-ABA; Issues for Suppliers and Customers of Financially Trou-
bled Auto Suppliers and Interrupted! Understanding Bankruptcy’s Effects on Manufacturing Supply 
Chains, both published by ABI; Michigan Security Interests in Personal Property, published by the 
Institute for Continuing Legal Education; Handling Consumer and Small Business Bankruptcies in 
Michigan, published by the Institute for Continuing Legal Education; and Receiverships in Michi-
gan, published by the Institute for Continuing Legal Education. Judge Gregg will chair the Educa-
tion Committee of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges in 2022, serves on ABI’s Board 
of Directors, and is a member of the American Law Institute. He received his B.A. in 1996 from the 
University of Michigan and his J.D. in 2002 from DePaul University College of Law.

Karim A. Guirguis, PMP, CAE is chief operating officer of the American Bankruptcy Institute in 
Alexandria, Va., the nation’s largest association of bankruptcy professionals, comprised of 11,000 
members in multidisciplinary roles, including attorneys, bankers, judges, lenders, turnaround spe-
cialists and others. Mr. Guirguis provides vision and leadership in transforming and conducting the 
company’s internal and external IT plans. He joined the ABI staff in 2002 after several positions in 
website architecture and computer animation, most recently with Disney MGM Studios in Florida. 
Mr. Guirguis’s work has earned several awards from his peers, including an Oscar for his work on 
Finding Nemo, the prestigious Horizon Award for ABI’s video honoring its founders, as well as the 
Webby Award for his work with Tiffany Inc. and Polo.com. He is a regular presenter on cutting-edge 
technology issues for professional educators such as the American Society of Association Execu-
tives, for which he serves on its technology board. Mr. Guirguis received his B.S. in electrical en-
gineering from Cambridge University in England, his Master’s in multimedia and animation from 
George Mason University, and his M.B.A. from Harvard Business School.
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Jordi Guso is a partner with Berger Singerman, LLP in Miami in its Business Reorganization prac-
tice, where he concentrates his practice in commercial bankruptcy, workouts, financial restructuring 
and commercial litigation. He represents financially distressed businesses in court-supervised and 
out-of-court restructurings in a variety of industries, including aviation, hospitality, retail, casual 
dining and real estate. He also advises official committees, secured creditors and purchasers in the 
areas of bankruptcy, insolvency and § 363 asset sales. Mr. Guso has been listed in The Best Lawyers 
in America (2006-19), Chambers & Partners USA: America’s Leading Business Lawyers (2004-18), 
Florida Trend magazine’s “Legal Elite” (2004-18) and “Legal Elite Hall of Fame” (2015-18), as one 
of the top 1.6 percent of attorneys in Florida, The South Florida Legal Guide’s “Top Lawyer” (2005-
18), Florida’s Super Lawyers (2006-18), Who’s Who Legal, Florida (2008-17) and Who’s Who Legal 
(2008-17), and he is AV Preeminent-rated by Martindale-Hubbell. He is a Fellow of the American 
College of Bankruptcy and an ABI member, and he has served on the board of the Bankruptcy Bar 
Association for the Southern District of Florida and on the advisory board of ABI’s Alexander L. 
Paskay Memorial Bankruptcy Seminar. Mr. Guso is admitted to practice in Florida, the Eleventh 
Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals, and the U.S. District and Bankruptcy Courts for the Southern, Middle 
and Northern Districts of Florida. He clerked for Hon. Sidney M. Weaver, former Chief U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Judge of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of Florida, from 1990-92. Mr. 
Guso received his B.S. in political science from Spring Hill College and his J.D. from the University 
of Miami School of Law.

Hon. Michelle M. Harner is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Maryland in Baltimore, 
appointed in 2017. Prior to her appointment to the bench, she was the Francis King Carey Profes-
sor of Law and the Director of the Business Law Program at the University of Maryland Francis 
King Carey School of Law, where she taught courses in bankruptcy and creditors’ rights, business 
associations, business planning, corporate finance and the legal profession. Judge Harner lectured 
frequently during her academic career on various topics involving corporate governance, financially 
distressed entities, risk management and related legal issues. Her academic scholarship is widely 
published, with her publications appearing in, among others, the Vanderbilt Law Review, Notre 
Dame Law Review, Washington University Law Review, Minnesota Law Review, Indiana Law Jour-
nal, Fordham Law Review (reprinted in Corporate Practice Commentator), Washington & Lee Law 
Review, William & Mary Law Review, University of Illinois Law Review, Arizona Law Review (re-
printed in Corporate Practice Commentator) and Florida Law Review. Judge Harner has served as 
the Associate Reporter to the Advisory Committee on the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure, 
the Reporter to the ABI Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11, and most recently chaired 
the Dodd-Frank Study Working Group for the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts. She also 
served as the Robert M. Zinman ABI Resident Scholar for the fall of 2015. Judge Harner is an 
elected conferee of the National Bankruptcy Conference, an elected Fellow of the American College 
of Bankruptcy, and an elected member of the American Law Institute. She previously was in private 
practice in the business restructuring, insolvency, bankruptcy and related transactional fields, most 
recently as a partner at the Chicago office of the international law firm Jones Day. Judge Harner 
received her B.A. cum laude from Boston College in 1992 and her J.D. summa cum laude from The 
Ohio State University College of Law in 1995.

Hon. Bruce A. Harwood is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of New Hampshire in Con-
cord, appointed to the bench in March 2013. He also serves on the First Circuit’s Bankruptcy Appel-
late Panel. Prior to his appointment to the bench, Judge Harwood chaired the Bankruptcy, Insolvency 
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and Creditors’ Rights Group at Sheehan Phinney Bass + Green in Manchester, N.H., representing 
business debtors, asset-purchasers, secured and unsecured creditors, creditors’ committees, trustees 
in bankruptcy, and insurance and banking regulators in connection with the rehabilitation and liqui-
dation of insolvent insurers and trust companies. He was a chapter 7 panel trustee in the District of 
New Hampshire and mediated disputes arising in debtor/creditor relations. Judge Harwood serves 
on ABI’s Board of Directors on its Communication, Information and Technology Committee. He 
served as co-chair of ABI’s Commercial Fraud Committee, as program co-chair of (and presently 
as judicial advisor to) ABI’s Northeast Bankruptcy Conference; and as Northeast Regional Chair of 
the ABI Endowment Fund’s Development Committee. He also served on ABI’s Civility Task Force. 
Judge Harwood is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and was consistently recognized 
in the bankruptcy law section of The Best Lawyers in America, in New England SuperLawyers and 
by Chambers USA. He received his B.A. from Northwestern University and his J.D. from Washing-
ton University School of Law.

Christopher L. Hawkins is a partner in the Birmingham, Ala., office of Bradley Arant Boult Cum-
mings LLP. Throughout his 20+-year career, he has counseled individuals and businesses in a wide 
variety of bankruptcy and insolvency-related matters. He regularly represents debtors and creditors 
in out-of-court business restructurings, chapter 11 bankruptcy cases, and bankruptcy-related litiga-
tion, but for the past decade he has devoted most of his practice to advising large financial institu-
tions on bankruptcy compliance and bankruptcy-related regulatory matters. In addition, he has rep-
resented financial institutions in nationwide consumer bankruptcy litigation, regulatory enforcement 
matters and large-scale remediation projects, as well as through his time serving as interim in-house 
bankruptcy counsel for one of the largest financial institutions in the Fortune 50. Over the years, Mr. 
Hawkins has counseled clients on a wide range of consumer bankruptcy engagements, including 
designing and conducting risk assessments, drafting policies and procedures, scoping and imple-
menting bankruptcy remediation projects, preparing comments to regulators on proposed regula-
tions impacting bankruptcy, training client bankruptcy departments, auditing third-party bankruptcy 
vendors and counseling clients on bankruptcy operational issues. He received his B.S. summa cum 
laude in 1996 from Spring Hill College and his J.D. summa cum laude in 1999 from the University 
of Alabama School of Law, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif, served on the Alabama 
Law Review, received the M. Leigh Harrison Award and was a Hugo Black Scholar.

Andrew D. Hede is a restructuring senior managing director with EY Americas in New York. He 
advising companies, creditors and equity sponsors in distressed and nondistressed situations. Mr. 
Hede concentrates on financial and operational reviews, liquidity management, business and asset 
divestment, business plan preparation and review, recapitalization strategies, and the negotiation of 
reorganization plans. He has more than 20 years of financial and operational restructuring experi-
ence in both the U.S. and Australia, and he has advised clients in numerous formal and out-of-court 
restructurings. Mr. Hede has worked across a broad range of sectors and served in various interim-
management roles. He received his B.Com. in accounting and business law from the University of 
Melbourne.

Thomas M. Horan is a member of Cozen O’Connor in Wilmington, Del., where he focuses his 
practice on financial restructuring and bankruptcy litigation, representing debtors and official unse-
cured creditors’ committees in complex chapter 11 proceedings; counseling secured creditors, trust-
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ees, unsecured creditors, and debtor-in-possession lenders; and representing clients in preference 
and fraudulent transfer proceedings. He is ABI’s Vice President - Communications & Information 
Technology and serves on the advisory boards of ABI’s Georgetown Views from the Bench, Dela-
ware Views from the Bench Conference and Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Workshop. Mr. Horan was 
named a “Rising Star” by Super Lawyers and holds an AV rating by Martindale-Hubble. He received 
his B.A. in 1989 and his M.A. in 1992 from Fordham University, and his J.D. cum laude from St. 
John’s University School of Law in 2002, where he was executive notes and comments editor for 
the ABI Law Review.

Hon. Barbara J. Houser is a retired U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Texas in 
Dallas, now serving on recall status, and she is ABI’s Immediate Past President. She previously was 
with Locke, Purnell, Boren, Laney & Neely in Dallas and became a shareholder there in 1985. In 
1988, she joined Sheinfeld, Maley & Kay, P.C. as the shareholder-in-charge of the Dallas office and 
remained there until she was sworn in as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge in 2000. While at Sheinfeld, Judge 
Houser led the firm’s representation of clients in a variety of significant national chapter 11 cases. 
She lectures and publishes frequently, is a past chairman of the Dallas Bar Association’s Commit-
tee on Bankruptcy and Corporate Reorganization, is a member of the Dallas, Texas and American 
Bar Associations, and is a Fellow of the Texas and American Bar Foundations. Judge Houser served 
as a contributing author to Collier on Bankruptcy for many years and taught creditors’ rights as a 
visiting professor at the SMU Dedman School of Law. She was elected a Fellow of the American 
College of Bankruptcy in 1994, and in 1996, she was elected a conferee of the National Bankruptcy 
Conference. In 1998, the National Law Journal named Judge Houser as one of the 50 most influential 
women lawyers in America. After becoming a bankruptcy judge, she joined the National Conference 
of Bankruptcy Judges and served as its president from 2009-10. Judge Houser has received a variety 
of awards and honors since taking the bench, the Distinguished Alumni Award for Judicial Service 
from the SMU Dedman School of Law in February 2011, ABI’s Judge William Norton Jr. Judicial 
Excellence Award in October 2014, and the Distinguished Service Award from the Alliance of Bank-
ruptcy Inns of the American Inns of Court in October 2016. She also received the Distinguished 
Service Award from the American College of Bankruptcy in October 2021. Judge Houser has served 
the judiciary in a number of capacities during her 21 years on the bench, including as a member of 
the Judicial Conference Committee on the Administration of the Bankruptcy System for seven years, 
as a member of the faculty that the Federal Judicial Center selected to teach new bankruptcy judges 
for many years, and as a member of the board of directors of the Federal Judicial Center, which is 
chaired by Chief Justice John Roberts. In June 2017, she was appointed to serve as the leader of a 
five-federal-judge mediation team tasked with settling all of the issues in dispute in connection with 
the historic insolvency filings by the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and certain related instrumen-
talities under Title III of PROMESA. Judge Houser received her undergraduate degree with high 
distinction from the University of Nebraska and her J.D. from Southern Methodist University Law 
School, where she was editor of its law review.

James R. Irving is the managing partner of the Louisville, Ky., office of Dentons US and co-chairs 
its Restructuring, Insolvency and Bankruptcy practice group, where he focuses on bankruptcy and 
restructuring matters, purchasing distressed businesses and their assets, as well as commercial litiga-
tion. He has experience representing debtors, creditors, committees, trustees, asset-purchasers and 
interested third parties in chapter 11 and 7 bankruptcy cases, in addition to representing creditors 
in foreclosure proceedings and other litigation. He also has practiced commercial litigation with a 
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broad range of experience in state and federal courts and before the American Arbitration Associa-
tion. Mr. Irving was named one of Louisville Business First’s Forty Under 40 in 2019, was selected 
for the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges Next Generation Program in 2018, and was a 
member of the 2017 inaugural class of ABI’s “40 Under 40.” In addition, he received the Chicago 
Bar Association’s Exceptional Young Lawyer Award in 2013. Mr Irving’s experience with matters 
of juvenile justice through his pro bono work has led to opportunities to teach CLE sessions and 
edit publications on the subject for the American Bar Association. He received his B.A. in 2005 in 
history and political science from Williams College and his J.D. in 2008 from Vanderbilt University 
Law School.

Mark B. Joachim is a shareholder with Polsinelli in Washington, D.C., where he focuses on acqui-
sition, recapitalization and other leveraged financings; rescue financings; cash-flow and asset-based 
financings; debtor-in-possession, exit and cross-border financings; multitranche, unitranche and 
mezzanine financings; and restructurings, workouts and bankruptcies. He has more than 25 years of 
experience representing clients on complex financing arrangements. In the restructuring arena, Mr. 
Joachim regularly represents distressed businesses, boards of directors, special committees, indepen-
dent directors, debtor-in-possession lenders, distressed-debt investors, official committees, and ad 
hoc groups of creditors in connection with bankruptcy proceedings and out-of-court restructurings. 
His background includes representing first- and second-lien senior lenders, mezzanine investors, and 
equity sponsors and borrowers in senior debt, mezzanine and private-equity financing arrangements. 
He has successfully closed dozens of leveraged finance transactions for lenders utilizing cash-flow, 
asset-based and hybrid structures. Mr. Joachim is a member of the Turnaround Management Asso-
ciation and is an associate editor of the ABI Journal. He received his B.A. in 1989 in political science 
and philosophy from Stony Brook University and his J.D. in 1992 with distinction from Hofstra 
University School of Law, where he is managing editor of the Hofstra Law Review.

Soneet R. Kapila is a founding partner of KapilaMukamal, LLP in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., where 
he focuses on litigation support, restructuring, insolvency, fiduciary and creditors’ rights matters. 
He regularly advises clients about the insolvency implications involved in business transactions, 
and represents debtors, secured creditors and creditors’ committees in formulating, analyzing and 
negotiating plans of reorganization. Mr. Kapila is a recognized expert in fraudulent conveyance, 
Ponzi scheme and insolvency issues. He has provided expert testimony and extensive litigation 
support services to law firms involving complex insolvency issues and in commercial damages. To 
that end, he has worked in conjunction with the SEC, the FBI and the U.S. Attorney’s Office, and 
has served both as a consultant and expert witness for litigation matters in state and federal courts. 
Mr. Kapila is a federal bankruptcy trustee and has served as an examiner, chief restructuring officer, 
chapter 11 trustee, liquidating trustee, corporate monitor (SEC appointment), and state and federal 
court-appointed receiver of operating businesses in numerous matters in the Southern and Middle 
Districts of Florida. He has spoken to various groups, including New York Law School, St. Thomas 
University Law School, National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, National Association of Bank-
ruptcy Trustees, Receiver’s Forum, Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors, Florida 
Institute of Certified Public Accountants, National Business Institute, National Association of Bank-
ruptcy Trustees (NABT) and ABI on topics related to insolvency, underperforming businesses and 
insolvency taxation. Mr. Kapila is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and was named 
best trustee in the Daily Business Review’s “Best of 2012.” He is also on the board of directors and 
is a past president and past chairman of the Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors, 
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co-chairs ABI’s Southeast Bankruptcy Workshop, and co-authored Fraud and Forensics: Piercing 
Through the Deception in a Commercial Fraud Case (ABI 2015). Mr. Kapila received his M.B.A. in 
1978 from Cranfield School of Management.

Eve H. Karasik is a partner at Levene, Neale, Bender, Yoo & Golubchik L.L.P. in Los Angeles 
and focuses her practice on corporate restructuring and bankruptcy, including the representation 
of chapter 11 debtors, unsecured creditor and equity committees, trustees, secured and unsecured 
creditors, and parties involved in bankruptcy litigation and appeals. Her prior debtor engagements 
include Valley Economic Development Corp. Marshall Broadcasting, Inc., Cornerstone Apparel, 
Inc., Anna’s Linens, Inc., Associated Third Party Administrators and Allied Fund Administrators 
LLC, Imperial Capital Bancorp, Inc., Utah 7000, LLC, Falcon Products, Inc., Clark Retail Group 
and U.S. Aggregates, Inc. Her creditor and equity committee cases include PHI, Inc., New Meatco 
Provisions, LLC, Circus and Eldorado Joint Venture, Riviera Holdings Corporation, Eurofresh, Inc., 
USA Capital First Trust Deed Fund, Aladdin Gaming, Inc. and Amerco. Ms. Karasik has represented 
clients in state and federal receiverships, and assignments for the benefit of creditors. She served 
as trustee’s counsel in SIPA liquidations (W.S. Clearing, Inc.), examiner’s counsel in Fontainebleau 
Las Vegas Holdings, LLC and counsel to Bankruptcy Code § 524(g) settlement trusts. Ms. Karasik 
is an American College of Bankruptcy Fellow and is ranked in Chambers USA as a Band 3 Bank-
ruptcy and Restructuring attorney. She received the Century City Bankruptcy Attorney of the Year 
(2015) and the Turnaround Management Association’s “2007 Large Company Transaction of the 
Year” award. Ms. Karasik serves as ABI’s newly created Vice President-Diversity & Inclusion, is 
the incoming president of the Los Angeles Bankruptcy Forum, and is a member of several other pro-
fessional organizations. She received her B.A. with high honors from the University of California, 
Berkeley in 1984 and her J.D. from the University of Southern California in 1991, where she was a 
member of the Order of the Coif.

Ori Katz is a partner in the Finance and Bankruptcy Practice Group of Sheppard, Mullin, Richter 
& Hampton LLP in San Francisco, where he specializes in business bankruptcies and other aspects 
of insolvency law. He has represented debtors, creditors, creditors’ committees, parties purchasing 
assets out of bankruptcy and parties involved in bankruptcy litigation, and he has successfully reor-
ganized companies in a wide range of industries, including real estate, retail, construction, biotech, 
telecommunications, media and the Internet. Mr. Katz has represented lenders and loan servicers 
in connection with receiverships, loan workouts, restructurings, foreclosures and borrower bank-
ruptcies, and has acted as receivership counsel in connection with various appointments. He is a 
frequent speaker on bankruptcy and insolvency law matters, and he taught a seminar on business 
bankruptcy and corporate reorganization at UC Hastings College of the Law in 2013 and 2014. Mr. 
Katz is currently a director of the Bay Area Bankruptcy Forum and a past co-chair of the Insolvency 
Law Conference’s California Bankruptcy Forum. He is also a member of the State Bar of California 
Insolvency Law Committee’s Business Law Section, and he sits on the advisory board of ABI’s 
Southwest Bankruptcy Conference. Mr. Katz has been listed in Chambers and Partners, the Legal 
500 and Northern California Super Lawyers. He received his B.A. in 1996 from the University of 
California, Santa Barbara and his J.D. from Boston University School of Law in 2000.

Robert J. Keach is a shareholder at Bernstein, Shur, Sawyer & Nelson, P.A. in Portland, Maine, and 
co-chairs its Business Restructuring and Insolvency Practice Group. He focuses on the representa-
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tion of various parties in workouts and bankruptcy cases, including debtors, creditors, creditors’ 
committees, lessors and third parties acquiring troubled companies and/or their assets. Mr. Keach 
served as co-chair of ABI’s Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11. He also is a Fellow of 
the American College of Bankruptcy and a former ABI President (2009-2010). Mr. Keach has ap-
peared as a panelist on national bankruptcy, lender liability and creditors’ rights programs, and is 
the author of several articles on bankruptcy and creditors’ rights appearing in the ABI Law Review, 
Commercial Law Journal and ABI Journal, among other publications. He also is a contributing au-
thor to Collier Guide to Chapter 11: Key Topics and Selected Industries (2011 Ed.). Mr. Keach is 
recognized as a “Star Individual” in Corporate M&A/Bankruptcy in Chambers USA, The Best Law-
yers in America (10-Year Certificate) and New England Super Lawyers (Bankruptcy and Top 100 
Lawyers in New England). He also is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American 
Board of Certification. Mr. Keach served as the chapter 11 trustee in the railroad reorganization case 
of Montreal Maine & Atlantic Railway, Ltd., and as the fee examiner in both the Exide Technologies 
case in Delaware and the In re AMR Corporation case (the chapter 11 cases of American Airlines 
and its parent and certain affiliates). In addition, he inter alia represented ad hoc committees in the 
Homebanc Mortgage, New Century TRS Holdings and Nortel Networks cases in Delaware, as well 
as a public utilities commission in the FairPoint Communications case in the Southern District of 
New York. Mr. Keach received his J.D. in 1980 from the University of Maine.

J. Richard Kiefer is co-chair of Dentons’ national White Collar Crime & Government Investiga-
tions Practice Group and is based in Indianapolis. A veteran of approximately 100 jury trials in state 
and federal courts and dozens of state and federal appeals throughout the country and over 200 in-
ternal investigations, he has experience representing clients in cases involving health care fraud, tax 
fraud, mail fraud, wire fraud, money laundering, currency structuring violations, securities fraud, 
antitrust violations, environmental crimes, public corruption and bribery, and myriad other federal 
and state criminal offenses. Mr. Kiefer is a former international banker in both the U.S. and London 
and a former manager of a foreign exchange trading department. His health care practice includes 
representing clients in both civil and criminal health care fraud investigations and litigation, includ-
ing alleged violations of the False Claims Act, Anti-Kickback statute, and myriad health care fraud 
criminal statutes. His clients have included Fortune 500 companies, some of the nation’s largest 
long-term-care chains and assisted living companies, durable-medical-equipment companies, home 
health care companies, hospitals, physicians, psychiatrists, pharmacists, eye surgeons, dentists, po-
diatrists, chiropractors, nurses and other health care providers, as well as business executives, pub-
lic officials and professional athletes. Mr. Kiefer chairs a CARES Act SBA Audit & Government 
Investigations Defense Team that has represented clients throughout the country in SBA audits of 
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loans. He has conducted webinars and has written extensively 
on preparing for and defending PPP loan audits, specific audit issues, strategic considerations and 
statutory and regulatory legal issues. Much of Mr. Kiefer’s practice involves joint defense efforts 
in multidefendant cases in which lawyers for various targets or charged defendants cooperate in a 
joint defense strategy to defend their respective clients. He has experience in representing clients 
in complex cases involving inter-related criminal, civil and administrative proceedings. He also 
advises corporate clients on corporate compliance programs and has negotiated national Corporate 
Integrity Agreements with the Office of Inspector General of the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services, and he has represented clients in investigations by and proceedings before the 
Department of Justice, Department of Defense, Department of Homeland Security, Environmental 
Protection Agency, Department of Agriculture, Drug Enforcement Administration, Securities and 
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Exchange Commission, and numerous state governmental agencies. Mr. Kiefer is a life member of 
the National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers (NACDL) and is a former president of the 
Indiana Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers and Chairman of the Criminal Justice Section 
of the Indiana State Bar Association. He also is a frequent faculty member at national seminars on 
criminal defense, health care fraud and trial strategy, and he has authored numerous articles in pro-
fessional publications. Mr. Kiefer received his B.A. in political science and international relations 
from Purdue University in 1970 and his J.D. cum laude in 1975 from Indiana University Robert H. 
McKinney School of Law.

Suzanne A. Koenig is president and founder of SAK Management Services, LLC in Northfield, Ill., 
a long-term care management and health care consulting services company. With more than 30 years 
of experience as an owner and operator, she provides specialized skills in operations improvement, 
staff development and quality assurance, with expertise in marketing and census development as 
well as operations enhancement for the whole spectrum of senior housing, long-term care and other 
health care entities requiring turnaround services. Ms. Koenig’s professional experience has includ-
ed executive positions in marketing, development and operations management for both regional and 
national health care providers representing property portfolios throughout the U.S. Recently, she has 
been appointed as the patient care ombudsman, receiver, examiner and chapter 11 trustee in several 
health care bankruptcy filings (chapters 11 and 7) under BAPCPA, including physician practices and 
hospitals. In addition, she has served in an advisory and consulting capacity for numerous client en-
gagements involving bankruptcy proceedings, as well as in turnaround-management situations. An 
owner and operator, licensed nursing home administrator and licensed social worker, Ms. Koenig 
has experience as a long-term care provider and also serves as an officer and director for several of 
the states’ long-term-care-provider associations. She serves on the board of directors of the Summit 
Healthcare REIT Inc. Ms. Koenig was elected to the Global Turnaround Management Association’s 
board of trustees and co-chairs the Steering Committee of the Turnaround Management Associa-
tion’s Midwest Chapter. She also serves on ABI’s Board of Directors and is a member of its Health 
Care Insolvency Committee. In addition, she serves as an officer and director for several of the 
state’s long-term-care-provider associations, and she serves on the board of directors for the School 
of Social Work at the University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana. Ms. Koenig is a frequent speaker 
for various health care industry associations and business affiliates, where she conducts continuing 
education and training programs. She received her undergraduate degree in social work from the 
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign and her M.S. from Spertus College.

Frederick J. Kohm, Jr., CPA, CFF is partner in the Forensic Advisory Services practice of Grant 
Thornton LLP in Philadelphia. In this capacity, he leads large complex investigations, forensic ac-
counting services and corporate compliance engagements in various industries for public, privately 
held and nonprofit organizations. Mr. Kohm has more than 25 years of financial and accounting ex-
perience across various industry sectors. Prior to joining Grant Thornton, he was a senior managing 
director for an international public accounting firm, where he led its business valuation and forensic 
advisory services practice in Philadelphia. He has also held financial accounting positions in the 
private sector. As an expert witness, Mr. Kohm has testified in federal and state court in both bench 
and jury trials. He has testified as an expert in arbitration and assisted clients in mediation. In addi-
tion, he has been appointed independent monitor by federal regulators, and appointed inspector by 
the Bermuda Monetary Authority. In addition, he has also served clients as an independent arbitrator, 
assisting clients with purchase-price and working-capital disputes. While leading large complex fo-
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rensic accounting and investigative engagements, Mr. Kohm serves his clients by providing consult-
ing expertise and managing engagement teams in the U.S. and across the globe. In this capacity, he 
regularly works with colleagues in the U.S. and other countries investigating corporate compliance 
matters, bribery and corruption, and white-collar crime. Mr. Kohm has served on committees for the 
Pennsylvania Institute of Certified Public Accountants (PICPA), including the Forensic and Valua-
tion Committee, Financial Services Committee and Insurance Industry Committee. He currently is 
chair of the PICPA Insurance Industry Committee and a frequent speaker at professional events and 
Philadelphia-area universities. Mr. Kohm received his B.S. in business administration from Millers-
ville University.

Franklind D. Lea, CIRA is the president of Tactical Financial Consulting, LLC in Alpharetta, 
Ga., and has more than 30 years of professional experience and education in complex business and 
financial matters. He has broad expertise in commercial finance, insolvency, real estate, real estate 
finance and valuation. His experiences encompass business and project evaluation, damage claims 
and lost profits, debt and equity structuring and restructuring, feasibility analysis, financial analysis, 
investment management, lending and leasing, and valuation. Since the creation of Tactical Financial, 
Mr. Lea has provided services to companies, investors, lenders and secured creditors, unsecured 
creditors’ committees and law firms. He has acted as an advisor and litigation consultant, and has 
provided expert witness reports and expert testimony for a number of matters related to damage 
claims, feasibility, financing, real estate and specialized bankruptcy issues such as the § 1111(b) 
election, § 1129 confirmation requirements, the indubitable equivalent and Till cramdown interest 
rates. Within these roles, he has participated in more than 200 court hearings and provided testimony 
through affidavits, depositions and direct examination within the courtroom. Prior to forming Tacti-
cal Financial, Mr. Lea was a senior lender at Textron Financial Corp. for 11 years, where he focused 
on specialty real estate lending and large account workouts for real estate, equipment leasing and 
commercial lending. During his tenure at Textron Financial, he held several senior roles within 
its specialty lending divisions and risk-management department. He completed approximately 50 
multi-million dollar specialty loan transactions and conducted several multi-year complex workouts 
and financial restructurings. Mr. Lea sits on ABI’s Board of Directors and is a member of its Educa-
tion and Nominating Committees. He also is a former co-chair of ABI’s Asset Sales Committee and 
sits on the advisory board of ABI’s Judge Alexander L. Paskay Memorial Bankruptcy Seminar. Mr. 
Lea received his B.S. in management and his M.B.A. from Florida State University, and a Master’s 
degree in real estate and urban analysis from the University of Florida.

Angela M. Libby is a restructuring partner with Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP in New York, where 
she advises debtors, creditors, banks, hedge funds, lenders, asset-purchasers and other strategic par-
ties in a wide range of corporate restructuring matters, including prepackaged and traditional bank-
ruptcies, out-of-court workouts, debtor-in-possession and exit financing transactions, asset sales, 
bankruptcy litigation, cross-border insolvencies and liability-management transactions. A 2019 ABI 
“40 Under 40” honoree, Ms. Libby was named a 2021 “Rising Star” in energy by Law360, and 
Turnarounds & Workouts listed her among 2020’s “Outstanding Young Restructuring Lawyers.” In 
addition, she was one of only three recipients nationwide of the 2019 IFLR “US Rising Star Award” 
and was featured in Global Restructuring Review’s inaugural “Women in Restructuring” report. Ms. 
Libby received her A.B. in history and religion from Dartmouth College and her J.D. from New York 
University School of Law, where she was an AnBryce Scholar.
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Matthew LoCascio is a principal with SC&H Capital, Inc.in Ellicott City, Md., and has been provid-
ing investment banking services to companies in transition since 2005, starting with Equity Partners, 
then in 2020 creating the special situations group within SC&H Capital, an investment banking and 
business valuation advisory firm for middle-market businesses. He has handled investment banking 
engagements for over 140 companies in a host of industries. Mr. LoCascio has been a speaker and 
author related to distressed sales, bid procedures and marketing processes, has been published in 
TMA’s Journal for Corporate Renewal, and has also testified in numerous bankruptcy courts regard-
ing sales processes and procedures. He has spent his entire career working with middle-market com-
panies, often family-owned and multi-generational. He currently serves as the Education Director 
for ABI’s Asset Sales Committee, having previously served as its Special Projects Leader and, be-
fore that, as Communications Manager. In his current role, his primary responsibility is to organize 
and present programs at ABI’s Annual Spring Meeting and Winter Leadership Conference. Prior to 
joining the insolvency world, Mr. LoCascio worked for Marsh & McLennan, a global professional 
services firm, where he provided risk-management, risk-consulting, alternative-risk-financing and 
insurance program management services to middle-market businesses. He is a FINRA Registered 
Investment Banking Representative (Series 79). Mr. LoCascio received his undergraduate degree 
from the University of Pennsylvania.

Justin M. Luna is a partner and chairs the Bankruptcy Department of Latham Luna in Orlando, 
Fla., and advises clients in restructuring matters across Florida and the southeast. He regularly rep-
resents public and private companies, significant secured creditors, investors and asset-purchasers 
in troubled company financings and restructuring transactions, including out-of-court workouts and 
formal insolvency proceedings. Mr. Luna is also a federal and Florida trial attorney who represents 
companies and individuals litigate fraudulent transfers, preferences, and complex commercial, bank-
ing and financial technology matters. He has advised participants in the financial restructurings 
of: Caesars Entertainment Operating Co., Aeropostale Inc., Furniture Country Gallery, The Vue at 
Lake Eola, Gooding’s Supermarkets, MGM Resorts LLC and many others. Mr. Luna has experi-
ence representing clients in a wide range of industries, including financial services, entertainment, 
hospitality, health care, retail, manufacturing, aviation, information technology, biomedical, real 
estate and logistics. He is AV-Rated by Martindale-Hubbell and has been named a Rising Star by 
Super Lawyers, chosen as a Next Generation Participant by the National Conference of Bankruptcy 
Judges and named as a finalist of the Top 40 Under 40 by the Orlando Business Journal. He also is a 
frequent speaker and author on a variety of topics across the bankruptcy and banking spectrum. Mr. 
Luna is a current board member for the Orlando City Foundation and the Middle District of Florida 
Bankruptcy Pro Se Clinic. He received his B.S. magna cum laude from the University of Florida, 
Warrington College of Business and his J.D. from the University of Florida, College of Law.

Jerry M. Markowitz is a founding shareholder of Markowitz Ringel Trusty + Hartog, P.A. in Miami 
and a member of the firm’s Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights practice group. He concentrates his 
practice in the areas of creditors’ and debtors’ rights, including workouts, bankruptcy, asset recovery, 
insolvency, receiverships, reorganizations, restructuring and mediation. Mr. Markowitz is listed in 
The Best Lawyers in America, Chambers USA in the bankruptcy and restructuring category, the “Top 
250 Attorneys in South Florida” by the South Florida Legal Guide, Super Lawyers “Top 100 Law-
yers in Florida,” and the “Best of the Bar” by the South Florida Business Journal. He was also was 
also recognized by Florida Trend’s Hall of Fame for being named in their Florida Legal Elite list for 
the past 10 years. Mr. Markowitz is a member of the Florida Bar, ABI (for which he has served on its 
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Board of Directors, the American Bar Association’s Business Law, Business Bankruptcy Commit-
tee and Commercial Financial Services Committee Sections, and the Continuing Legal Education 
Committee for the University of Miami Bankruptcy Skills Workshop (for which he has served as 
chairman and co-chairman), and he is a member of, and a former president of, the Bankruptcy Bar 
Association for the Southern District of Florida. He is also the past president of the University of 
Miami School of Law Alumni Association. As an active ABI member, Mr. Markowitz is a regional 
chair for ABI’s Endowment Fund and co-Education Director of ABI’s Mediation Committee. He 
also sits on the advisory board of ABI’s Caribbean Insolvency Symposium, and has served as faculty 
for the ABI/St. John’s University School of Law’s mediation training program. He is a certified me-
diator in Florida. Mr. Markowitz received his B.S. in business administration with a concentration in 
accounting from the University of Florida and his J.D. from the University of Miami School of Law.

Ryan A. Maupin is a principal in the Strategy & Transactions practice in the restructuring group of 
Grant Thornton LLP in New York. He specializes in advising domestic and international companies, 
secured and unsecured creditors and private-equity funds in workout situations both in court and out 
of court. Mr. Maupin is primarily focused on advising clients in sale processes, complex financial 
restructurings and liquidations, and he has served in various interim-management roles. He rejoined 
Grant Thornton in 2013 after serving as director for KPMG’s Transactions and Restructuring prac-
tice. Mr. Maupin has more than 17 years of restructuring experience within a variety of industries. 
Most recently, he served as interim CEO to an oil field value, pipe and fittings distribution company 
as well as its subsidiary, an oil well casing services business, during their respective chapter 11 cases. 
He and his team were successful in selling all company assets through a § 363 sale process. Mr. 
Maupin’s other interim-management assignments include serving as crisis manager to a large faith-
based nonprofit organization during a substantial fiscal and public relations crisis. His team designed 
and implemented short- and long-term cash-forecasting processes, identified various cost-reduction 
initiatives, and assisted with the strategic disposition of certain assets. Mr. Maupin is a member of 
ABI and was selected as part of its inaugural class of “40 Under 40” in 2017. He is also a member of 
the Association of Insolvency & Restructuring Advisors and the Turnaround Management Associa-
tion. Mr. Maupin received his B.S. from Millikin University.

Frank A. Merola is a partner in Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP’s Financial Restructuring Group 
in Los Angeles and has more than 25 years of experience in business reorganization and bankruptcy. 
He has advised debtors, creditors, acquirers and equity-holders in both chapter 11 and out-of-court 
restructurings across a range of industries. He also focuses his practice on the representation of ad 
hoc and official creditor committees and equity-holders. His recent clients include Haggen Holdings, 
LLC, BPZ Resources, Inc., the ad hoc group of first lien banks in Caesars Entertainment Operating 
Co., the ad hoc group of noteholders of 21st Century Oncology, and the official committee of unse-
cured creditors in MModal Holdings, Inc. Prior to joining Stroock, Mr. Merola was a managing di-
rector with Jefferies & Co. Inc. in its Recapitalization and Reorganization Group and was an attorney 
with Stutman, Treister & Glatt P.C. He is regularly listed in Super Lawyers in the area of Bankruptcy 
& Creditor/Debtor Rights, as well as in The Best Lawyers in America. In 2007, he was co-recipient 
of the Large Company Transaction of the Year Award from the Turnaround Management Association 
following his work with USA Capital First Trust Deed Fund. Mr. Merola received his undergraduate 
degree in business administration from Georgetown University and his J.D. from the University of 
California at Los Angeles School of Law.
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Eric J. Monzo is a partner with Morris James LLP in Wilmington, Del., where he focuses on issues 
relating to business restructuring and insolvency. He regularly represents a wide range of stakehold-
ers with a focus on official and unofficial committees, indenture trustees, commercial creditors and 
lender groups, in addition to corporate debtors and their independent and special committee man-
agement. Mr. Monzo handles matters relating to the restructuring and liquidation of companies in 
a broad range of industries with experience in health care, construction, energy, finance, food and 
beverage, pharmaceuticals, technology, transportation, real estate and retail. While many of the mat-
ters pertain to matters pending in courts located in Delaware and involve issues of Delaware law, he 
also represents clients in multi-jurisdictional and international insolvency proceedings and litigation 
outside of Delaware. Mr. Monzo is a member of the American Bar Association’s Business Law Sec-
tion and chairs its Chapter 11 Subcommittee, and he is an Education Director for ABI’s Unsecured 
Trade Creditors Committee. He also is a member of the Delaware Bankruptcy American Inn of 
Court, Delaware State Bar Association, Federal Bar Association and the Turnaround Management 
Association. Mr. Monzo is admitted to practice in Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey and Pennsylva-
nia, and before the U.S. District Courts for the Districts of Delaware, New Jersey and Maryland, as 
well as the Eastern and Western Districts of Pennsylvania, and before the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for 
the District of Delaware. He received B.A.s in psychology and business administration with a con-
centration in finance in 1999 from Washington & Jefferson College, and his J.D. with honors from 
Widener University Delaware Law School.

Cathleen C. Moran is a practitioner with the Moran Law Group in Redwood City, Calif., and has 
practiced bankruptcy law on the San Francisco Peninsula for more than four decades. She is a bank-
ruptcy specialist, certified by the California State Bar Board of Legal Specialization, and served 
as a member of the state bar’s Bankruptcy Law Advisory Board. Ms. Moran pioneered the use of 
the internet to explain bankruptcy to the public starting in 1998 with BankruptcyinBrief.com. She 
currently writes BankruptcySoapbox.com and BankruptcyMastery.com. A longtime member of the 
National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys, Ms. Moran currently serves on the board 
of The NACTT Academy for Consumer Bankruptcy Education. She received her J.D. from the Uni-
versity of California, Hastings, College of the Law.

Megan W. Murray is a founding shareholder of Underwood Murray PA in Tampa, Fla., and has 
nearly 20 years of reorganization and workout experience advising business owners, debtors, trust-
ees, creditors’ committees, secured and unsecured creditors, and asset-purchasers and sellers. She 
also has worked on both the legal side and business side in a global financial institution. Ms. Mur-
ray counsels businesses and owners in a wide variety of industries, including, but not limited to, 
real estate, hospitality, pharmaceutical, medical services, construction, insurance, transportation and 
financial services, in making critical business decisions while prosecuting and defending complex 
business disputes. She has been involved in director and officer liability litigation, bondholder dis-
putes, shareholder and partnership disputes, court-appointed receiverships, assignment proceedings, 
and the recovery of large and small business assets. Ms. Murray is an ABI “40 Under 40” honoree 
and has been named in Chambers & Partners USA, Florida Super Lawyers and Florida Trend’s 
Legal Elite multiple years running. She is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell and is a con-
tributing author to Creditors’ and Debtors’ Practice in Florida, a frequent speaker on bankruptcy 
and insolvency topics, and co-chair of ABI’s Real Estate Committee. She also is active in local and 
national bankruptcy bar associations. Ms. Murray received her B.B.A. from the University of Iowa 
Tippie College of Business in 2002 and her J.D. with honors from the University of Iowa College 
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of Law in 2011, where she was a contributing editor to the Iowa Law Review and an ABI Medal of 
Excellence recipient.

Kyle J. Ortiz is a partner with Togut, Segal & Segal LLP in New York, where he provides corporate 
restructuring advice to debtors, creditors and other parties in interest in corporate restructurings, 
both in and out of court. He has represented debtors in some of the largest and most complex chap-
ter 11 cases of the past decade, including Pacific Drilling, Westinghouse, Toisa, SunEdison, Aero-
postale, American Airlines and Lehman Brothers Holdings, Inc. Mr. Ortiz’s pro bono work has been 
recognized by both the Legal Aid Society and the New York State Bar Association. He is a frequent 
lecturer and has published over 50 articles on a range of bankruptcy topics. In 2018, Mr. Ortiz was 
honored as one of ABI’s “40 Under 40” rising stars in the restructuring community and by Finance 
Monthly as Restructuring Lawyer of the Year. In 2019, he received an Emerging Leaders Award from 
The M&A Advisor and was recognized as one of Global M&A’s Rising Star Dealmakers. Mr. Ortiz 
began his career in the Business Finance and Restructuring Group at Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP. 
He is a member of ABI, INSOL International and the Turnaround Management Association. Prior to 
beginning his legal career, Mr. Ortiz founded Operation ASHA in Cambodia, an arm of the world-
wide tuberculosis treatment organization, Operation ASHA, which in Cambodia has grown to over 
50 tuberculosis treatment centers serving over a million people in 1,283 villages in and around Cam-
bodia’s capital, Phnom Penh. Mr. Ortiz currently sits on the U.S. Board of Directors for Operation 
ASHA Worldwide. He received his B.S. from Northern Michigan University, where he graduated as 
Outstanding Graduating Male, served as student body president and was the student commencement 
speaker at his graduation. He received his M.P.P. in 2006 from the Harris School of Public Policy at 
the University of Chicago, and his J.D. in 2009 from the University of Chicago Law School, where 
he was an Edmund Spencer Scholar.

James A. Peko, CFA, CIRA, CDBV is a principal in the Corporate Advisory & Restructuring Ser-
vices group at Grant Thornton LLP in New York. He has more than 20 years of experience in invest-
ment banking, capital markets and financial advisory services, and specializes in working with with 
troubled, underperforming and bankrupt entities. He has assisted clients with debt restructuring, 
strategic planning, business plan analysis, liquidity planning, the § 363 sales process and chapter 11 
bankruptcies. His experience includes all facets of the bankruptcy process, including pre-bankruptcy 
planning, developing reorganization plans and evaluating capital structure. Mr. Peko has served vari-
ous constituencies, including companies in in- and out-of-court proceedings, creditor committees 
and lender groups. In addition, he advised chief executive officers and executive management teams 
on sustainability and shareholder value optimization strategies by evaluating strategic alternatives, 
including restructurings, acquisitions, divestitures, joint ventures, capital sourcing and initial public 
offerings. He has served clients in the airline, automotive, engineering and construction, financial, 
gaming, hospitality, manufacturing, media, real estate, retail, technology and utility industries. Pre-
viously, Mr. Peko served as a director at Navigant Capital Advisors and as a senior manager in the 
Reorganization Services Group at Deloitte. He also was a director at Ernst & Young Corporate Fi-
nance LLC and a first vice president in the Corporate Finance Group at The Nikko Securities Co., 
International Inc. Mr. Peko received his B.S. in economics and accounting from St. Peter’s College 
and his M.B.A. in finance from Fordham University.
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Felicia Gerber Perlman is a partner in the Chicago office of McDermott Will & Emery, where 
she focuses her practice on complex business reorganizations, debt restructurings and insolvency 
matters. She also is the global co-head of the firm’s Restructuring and Insolvency Practice Group. 
Ms. Perlman advises debtors, creditors, lenders, investors, sellers, purchasers and other parties-in-
interest in all stages of restructuring transactions, from chapter 11 reorganizations to out-of-court 
negotiations, workouts and acquisitions. She frequently presents on bankruptcy topics and is fea-
tured in several notable publications. Ms. Perlman is a frequent speaker and has been recognized in 
Turnarounds & Workouts as one of the nation’s “Outstanding Young Bankruptcy Lawyers,” and she 
has repeatedly has been selected for inclusion in Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for 
Business and The Best Lawyers in America. In addition, she received the 2017 Flex Success Award 
from The Diversity & Flexibility Alliance for her commitment and success in creating and work-
ing in a flexible environment. She also was named by Crain’s Custom Media as one of Chicago’s 
Notable Women Lawyers in 2018. Ms. Perlman has been a member of the boards of directors of 
the Women in Law Empowerment Forum and the Chicago Coalition of Women’s Initiatives in Law 
Firms, and she is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy. She received her B.A. and B.S.E. 
in 1989 from the University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton Business School, and her J.D. in 1992 from 
Northwestern University Pritzker School of Law.

Russell A. Perry, CFA, CIRA is a senior managing director at Ankura Consulting Group, LLC 
in Southlake, Texas, and has more than a decade of experience across complex financial situations 
involving distressed companies, with an emphasis on the U.S. health care market. His financial ad-
visory experience spans interim management, financial statement analysis, financial projection de-
velopment, liquidity and cash management, M&A support, stakeholder negotiations, balance-sheet 
recapitalization/restructuring, DIP financing/sourcing and bankruptcy preparation. His current and 
former clients include private and public companies, nonprofit institutions, equity sponsors, secured 
and unsecured creditors, bond insurance companies, bondholders and other related parties. Mr. Perry 
received The M&A Advisor’s 2016 40 Under 40 Emerging Leaders Award. He holds inactive NASD 
licenses 7, 65 and 63 and has provided advisory services to clients across energy (exploration and 
production) and materials, retail, technology, hospitality, media and real estate. In addition, he has 
Till cramdown interest rate expert witness experience. Mr. Perry is a member of the DFW Chapter of 
the Turnaround Management Association, ABI, the CFA Institute’s DFW Society and the Associa-
tion of Insolvency & Restructuring Advisors, and he is a former treasurer of the DFW Association of 
Young Bankruptcy Lawyers and a former business division liaison of the Young Lawyers Commit-
tee of the Bankruptcy Law Section of the State Bar of Texas.

Kathy Bazoian Phelps is a partner at Raine Feldman LLP in Los Angeles and has over 30 years 
of practice as a lawyer in bankruptcy law and fraud litigation. She has spoken and written widely 
on a broad range of fraud and bankruptcy-related matters, and co-wrote The Ponzi Book: A Legal 
Resource for Unraveling Ponzi Schemes. Ms. Phelps brings her years of practical experience in the 
administration of Ponzi scheme cases and her knowledge of the law in this area to provide assistance 
and insight to investors, brokerage firms, financial institutions, attorneys, accountants and other 
businesses into how to avoid getting involved in a Ponzi or other fraudulent scheme, and what due 
diligence steps to take. She has literally “written the book” on Ponzi schemes and is the go-to expert 
on all issues relating to Ponzi schemes. Ms. Phelps recently also wrote a practical guide for investors 
and others containing specific tools and due diligence questions to ask, and insights into the market-
ing and sales tactics employed by Ponzi perpetrators and other fraudsters. The book, Ponzi-Proof 
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Your Investments: An Investor’s Guide to Avoid Ponzi Schemes, will be released soon. Ms. Phelps 
has spoken to hundreds of professionals, lawyers, accountants, bankers, financial advisors, investors 
and others about mandatory due diligence and red flag warnings that simply cannot be ignored. She 
routinely shares the facts and interesting stories that are occurring in Ponzi cases, along with the 
legal decisions being published daily that continue to shape the law in this area. Ms. Phelps received 
her B.A. in international relations from Pomona College and her J.D. from University of California, 
Los Angeles in 1991.

Ben Pickering, CPA, CIRA is a principal in Ernst & Young’s Restructuring Advisory Services 
group in New York and has more than 30 years of professional experience addressing special situa-
tions and distressed matters for a wide variety of constituents. Mr. Pickering has in-court and out-of-
court experience addressing issues such as strategic alternatives and operating models, stakeholder 
management and negotiations, financial analytics and alternatives, liquidity and testimony. He has 
also served as interim management (including as CFO of a distressed portfolio company) and in 
similar capacities ranging from operating distressed business to winding down an international fi-
nancial institution and its portfolio of assets around the globe. Immediately prior to joining EY, Mr. 
Pickering served as the interim CFO of a distressed pharmaceutical company. In this role, he led 
the negotiations with its sponsor and lenders, as well as other key stakeholders. He also reorganized 
the accounting and treasury functions, and implemented cash-flow and financial forecasting for use 
in business planning and negotiations with key stakeholders and restructured operations. He also 
prepared and negotiated the potential financing options required to support the company, and led the 
preparations for a potential chapter 11 filing and, ultimately, the sale of the business via a creative 
mechanism. In addition, Mr. Pickering has also advised clients on crisis resolution and rapid cost 
takeout, operational alternatives and related impacts, including strategic assessment and options 
analysis, the restructuring of operations, divisional consolidation/rationalization, business divesti-
tures and debt restructuring. His international experience includes matters in the U.S. and Canada, 
Trinidad, the Cayman Islands, Bermuda, the U.K., Cyprus, Greece, Ivory Coast, Liberia, China (in-
cluding Hong Kong and Macau before the handovers) and Thailand. Mr. Pickering received his B.A. 
in commerce from the University of Toronto.

Prof. John A.E. Pottow is the John Philip Dawson Collegiate Professor of Law at the University 
of Michigan Law School in Ann Arbor, Mich., and is an internationally recognized expert in the 
field of bankruptcy and commercial law. His award-winning scholarship concentrates on the issues 
involved in the regulation of cross-border insolvencies, as well as consumer financial distress, and 
his extensive public service work focuses on international trade and the pro bono representation of 
bankrupt debtors. On behalf of the U.S., Prof. Pottow serves on the delegation to the United Na-
tions Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL) and serves on the State Department’s 
Advisory Committee on Private International Law. In addition, he co-authors one of the leading 
bankruptcy textbooks in the country: The Law of Debtors and Creditors. Prof. Pottow has published 
in prominent legal journals in the U.S. and Canada and testified before both Houses of Congress. 
A frequent lecturer, he has presented his works at academic conferences around the world and fre-
quently provides commentary for national and international media outlets, such as NPR, CNBC, 
CNN, C-SPAN, Al Jazeera America and the BBC. His pro bono representations have ranged from 
bankruptcy court to the Supreme Court, where he successfully argued on behalf of the respondent in 
Executive Benefits Insurance Agency v. Arkison (2014). Prior to joining the Michigan Law faculty 
in 2003, Prof. Pottow worked at several prominent firms in private practice, including Weil, Gotshal 



2021 WINTER LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

1348

and Manges in New York and Hill & Barlow in Boston, where his practice focused on debtor rep-
resentation in complex chapter 11 restructurings. He also was an active litigator whose trial work 
included representing a gender-based asylum-seeker from Afghanistan in U.S. Immigration Court. 
Prof. Pottow is a licensed barrister and solicitor in Ontario and attorney in Massachusetts and Michi-
gan. In 2005, he was presented the L. Hart Wright Award for Excellence in Teaching and, in 2012, 
received a pro bono award from the U.S. District Court of the Eastern District of Michigan. He is an 
elected member of the American Law Institute, American College of Bankruptcy and International 
Insolvency Institute. Prof. Pottow received his A.B. in psychology summa cum laude from Harvard 
College and his J.D. magna cum laude from Harvard Law School, where he served as treasurer of 
the Harvard Law Review.

Dawn Ragan, CTP is a partner with CR3 Partners LLC in Irving, Texas, and has more than 25 years 
of experience in financial advisory, turnaround management and corporate finance. She develops 
operational and financial restructuring solutions, and manages multiple adverse constituencies. Her 
engagements have included assets and operations in China, Japan, Europe, Australia, Argentina, 
Mexico, Canada and the U.S. Ms. Ragan has served clients in a variety of leadership roles, including 
CRO, CFO, plan agent, trustee and financial advisor, and she has provided expert witness testimony 
and litigation support. In 2017, she was the financial advisor to the chapter 11 trustee of three debt-
ors involved in a $2B fraud; her engagement was awarded multiple Turnaround of the Year awards. 
Prior to her consulting career, Ms. Ragan spent nine years in investment banking and was a real 
estate portfolio asset manager. She has served as a speaker on a number of national panels and is an 
active member of the restructuring community holding memberships with ABI, TMA, AIRA and 
IWIRC. Ms. Ragan received her B.S. magna cum laude from Regis University and her E.M.B.A. 
from Southern Methodist University.

Prof. Nancy B. Rapoport is the Garman Turner Gordon Professor of Law at the William S. Boyd 
School of Law, University of Nevada, Las Vegas, and an Affiliate Professor of Business Law and 
Ethics in the Lee Business School at UNLV. Her specialties are bankruptcy ethics, ethics in gover-
nance, law firm behavior, and the depiction of lawyers in popular culture. Previously, she clerked for 
Hon. Joseph T. Sneed III on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit following law school, 
then practiced primarily bankruptcy law with Morrison & Foerster in San Francisco from 1986-91. 
Prof. Rapoport started her academic career at The Ohio State University College of Law in 1991, and 
she moved from assistant professor to associate professor with tenure in 1995 to associate dean for 
Student Affairs (1996) and professor (1998), just as she left Ohio State to become dean and professor 
of law at the University of Nebraska College of Law from 1998-2000. She then served as dean and 
professor of law at the University of Houston Law Center from July 2000-May 2006 and as profes-
sor of law from June 2006-June 2007, when she left to join the faculty at Boyd. She served as interim 
dean of Boyd from 2012-13, as senior advisor to the president of UNLV from 2014-15, as acting 
executive vice president and provost from 2015-16, as acting senior vice president for Finance and 
Business (for July and August 2017), and as special counsel to the president from May 2016-June 
2018. Prof. Rapoport is admitted to the bars of the states of California, Ohio, Nebraska, Texas and 
Nevada and of the U.S. Supreme Court. In 2001, she was elected to membership in the American 
Law Institute, and in 2002, she received a Distinguished Alumna Award from Rice University. In 
2017, she was inducted into Phi Kappa Phi (Chapter 100). She is a Fellow of the American Bar 
Foundation and of the American College of Bankruptcy. In 2009, the Association of Media and En-
tertainment Counsel presented her with the Public Service Counsel Award at the 4th Annual Counsel 
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of the Year Awards. In 2017, she received the Commercial Law League of America’s Lawrence P. 
King Award for Excellence in Bankruptcy, and in 2018, she was one of the recipients of the NAACP 
Legacy Builder Awards (Las Vegas Branch #1111). She has served as the fee examiner or as chair of 
the fee review committee in such large bankruptcy cases as Zetta Jet, Toys ’R Us, Caesars, Station 
Casinos, Pilgrim’s Pride and Mirant. Prof. Rapoport appeared in the Academy Award®-nominated 
movie Enron: The Smartest Guys in the Room (Magnolia Pictures 2005) as herself. She received 
her B.A. summa cum laude from Rice University in 1982 and her J.D. from Stanford Law School in 
1985.

Rebecca F. Redwine is a partner with Hendren, Redwine & Malone, PLLC in Raleigh, N.C., and 
focuses her practice on debtor representation in chapter 11 and chapter 7 bankruptcies for both busi-
nesses and individuals. She also counsels clients experiencing insolvency, and assists in workouts 
and settlements with various lenders. In addition, she has served as Unsecured Creditors Committee 
Counsel and as counsel in various adversary proceedings. Ms. Redwine is a council member for 
the North Carolina Bar Association Bankruptcy Section Council and co-chairs its Pro Bono Com-
mittee. She is a board member of the Carolinas Chapter of the International Women’s Insolvency 
and Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC), and she is a volunteer attorney for Legal Aid of North 
Carolina’s “Lawyer on the Line” program. Ms. Redwine was named a North Carolina “Rising Star” 
in the area of Bankruptcy & Creditor/Debtor Rights by North Carolina Super Lawyers magazine 
from 2010-13. Additionally, she was recognized as a “Legal Elite” in Bankruptcy for 2013-18; she 
is also included in the 24th Edition of The Best Lawyers in America in Bankruptcy and Creditor/
Debtor Rights and was named Lawyer of the Year for 2018 Raleigh Litigation – Bankruptcy. Ms. 
Redwine earned a Phi Beta Kappa key from North Carolina State University, where she received her 
B.A. in 2004, and was an honor student at the University of North Carolina School of Law, where 
she received her J.D. in 2007.

Michael P. Richman is a partner at Steinhilber Swanson LLP in Madison, Wis., where he focuses 
on representing chapter 11 debtors and creditors’ committees and advises on virtually every aspect 
of financial distress and bankruptcy. In a career of more than 40 years, he has appeared as counsel 
in state and federal courts and, in particular, bankruptcy courts in more than 20 states and territories. 
Prior to joining Steinhilber Swanson in April 2018, Mr. Richman’s legal practice was centered in 
New York City and the federal, state and bankruptcy courts located in the Southern District of New 
York (including White Plains) and Delaware. He focuses on the representation of chapter 11 debtors 
and creditors’ committees, and he regularly advises and represents clients in virtually every aspect of 
financial distress and bankruptcy, including out-of-court restructurings, the prosecution and defense 
of creditors’ rights litigation (including preference and fraudulent-conveyance cases), individual 
and group secured and unsecured creditors, landlords, purchasers of assets and other parties in in-
terest. He also currently teaches bankruptcy law as an adjunct professor of law at the University of 
Wisconsin Law School in Madison. An active member of ABI, Mr. Richman has served as director 
(1996-2008), chairman of the board (2006-07) and president (2004-05), and has been a member 
of its management and executive committees. He is also the founder and a performing member of 
ABI’s house band, the Indubitable Equivalents, which performs at bankruptcy conferences around 
the country. A frequent speaker and lecturer on bankruptcy law and related topics, Mr. Richman has 
written and contributed numerous articles on ethics in bankruptcy practice to the ABI Journal. He 
is admitted to practice before the U.S. District Court for the Districts of Arizona, Colorado, Con-
necticut, District of Columbia, the Northern District of Illinois, the Western District of Michigan, the 
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Eastern and Southern Districts of New York, and the Eastern and Western Districts of Wisconsin. He 
is also admitted to practice in the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the Federal, Second, Third, Seventh and 
Ninth Circuits. He received his undergraduate degree with honors from Vassar College and his J.D. 
from Columbia Law School, where he was a Harlan Fiske Stone scholar and was awarded the David 
M. Berger award in honor of Prof. Wolfgang Friedmann for distinction in international law. He also 
served as managing editor of the Columbia Journal of Transnational Law.

William J. Rochelle, III is ABI’s editor-at-large, based in New York. He joined ABI in 2015 and 
writes every day on developments in consumer and reorganization law. For the prior nine years, 
Mr. Rochelle was the bankruptcy columnist for Bloomberg News. Before turning to journalism, 
he practiced bankruptcy law for 35 years, including 17 years as a partner in the New York office of 
Fulbright & Jaworski LLP. In addition to writing, Mr. Rochelle travels the country for ABI, speaking 
to bar groups and professional organizations on hot topics in the turnaround community and trends 
in consumer bankruptcies. He earned his undergraduate and law degrees from Columbia University, 
where he was a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar.

Melissa M. Root is a partner with Jenner & Block in Chicago and is a member of the firm’s Restruc-
turing and Bankruptcy, Bankruptcy Litigation, Energy and ERISA Litigation practices. In addition, 
she is the co-chair of the firm’s Hiring Executive Committee and a member of its Diversity and 
Inclusion Committee. Ms. Root’s experience representing creditors, committees, debtors, examiners 
and trustees in complex financial restructuring matters and high-stakes bankruptcy litigation. She 
currently serves as counsel to USA Gymnastics in its chapter 11 case, and a significant part of her 
practice includes representing committees of retired employees. She currently represents the official 
committee of government retirees in the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico’s Title III case, and she pre-
viously represented retiree committees in the Budd Co., American Airlines and Walter Energy cases. 
Ms. Root also frequently represents parties in bankruptcy-related appellate matters. She served as 
counsel for the prevailing petitioners before the U.S. Supreme Court in Wellness International Net-
work, Limited v. Sharif, and also served as counsel for the American Bar Association in connection 
with its amicus curiae brief in Executive Benefits Insurance Agency v. Arkinson, and as counsel for 
the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees in connection with its amicus curiae brief filed in 
the U.S. Supreme Court in Baker Botts L.L.P. and Jordan, Hyden, Womble, Culbreth & Hozer, P.C. v. 
Asarco LLC. Ms. Root devotes significant time to pro bono work and currently represents a class of 
former students in the ITT Technical Institute bankruptcy case. She is active in ABI, for which she 
serves on the advisory committee for several conferences, and she was honored as one of ABI’s “40 
Under 40” in its 2017 inaugural class. Ms. Root received her B.A. magna cum laude in 2000 from 
Bowling Green State University and her J.D. cum laude in 2003 from the University of Michigan 
Law School.

Lewis S. Rosenbloom is the chief legal and strategic affairs officer of Inveniam in Chicago and le-
verages his 40+-year career in business, finance and law by stewarding Inveniam’s corporate growth 
strategies and relationships and legal affairs. He has a background in both finance and law, and as 
well as expertise in special situations and M&A, and he is often called upon to provide guidance to 
start-ups, early stage and mature businesses. In addition to his role with Inveniam, Mr. Rosenbloom 
continues to oversee Rosenbloom Advisors, an advisory firm focused on growth strategies and ef-
ficient project management and strategic vision to help manage Inveniam’s and his own complex 
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business, financial and legal affairs. Prior to forming Rosenbloom Advisors, he maintained a tax 
and accounting practice with a predecessor to Ernst & Young, held two securities licenses as an in-
vestment and securities advisor and dealer, and chaired worldwide business, governance, corporate 
finance, mergers & acquisitions, commercial litigation and restructuring practices at some of the 
world’s largest law firms. Mr. Rosenbloom is a frequent author and lecturer, and has been recognized 
by numerous organizations and in various publications. He is admitted to practice before the U.S. 
Supreme Court, the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the Third, Seventh and Ninth Circuits, and the U.S. 
District Court and Trial Bar for the Northern District of Illinois. Mr. Rosenbloom received his B.A. 
in 1973 from Lake Forest College, his degree in accounting and finance and computer science from 
Northwestern University Kellogg School of Business in 1974, and his J.D. summa cum laude from 
DePaul University School of Law in 1976.

Keith L. Rucinski, CPA is an attorney and the chapter 13 trustee for the Northern District of Ohio 
in Akron, appointed in October 2008. He has served as an expert witness in bankruptcy for private 
attorneys, state prosecutors and the U.S. Department of Justice. Mr. Rucinski has taught more than 
30 graduate and undergraduate courses in taxes, financial statement analysis, accounting and busi-
ness law, and he has published several articles in the areas of bankruptcy and accounting. In addi-
tion, he has been a seminar speaker for numerous local and national organizations. Mr. Rucinski is 
a member of ABI and the National Association of Chapter 13 Trustees, Ohio State Bar Association, 
Ohio Society of CPAs, Akron Bar Association and Federal Bar Association, and he is a life member 
of the Sixth Circuit Judicial Conference. He received his B.S. in business administration with a con-
centration in finance from the University of Akron and his J.D. from the University of Akron School 
of Law.

Philip R. Rupprecht is a practitioner with Frazer Ryan Goldberg & Arnold LLP in Phoenix, where 
he focuses his practice on wealth, estate and business-preservation planning for high-net-worth in-
dividuals. His clients include real estate developers, executives of publicly traded companies, small 
business owners, lawyers, medical professionals and others who want to preserve accumulated as-
sets from future, unwarranted litigation exposure. He also helps clients work through financial dif-
ficulties, providing debtor workout and chapter 11 bankruptcy services. Mr. Rupprecht has been 
listed in The Best Lawyers in America for Trusts and Estates since 2018 and is rated AV-Preeminent 
by Martindale-Hubbell. He is a member of the American Bar Association’s Asset Protection Com-
mittee, the State Bar of Arizona’s Probate and Trust Section, the Maricopa County Bar Association’s 
Estate Planning, Probate & Trust Section, and Scottsdale Estate Planners. Mr. Rupprecht received 
his B.A. summa cum laude in 1980 from Graceland College and his J.D. magna cum laude in 1983 
from Arizona State University College of Law, where he was admitted to the Order of the Coif and 
served as editor-in-chief of the Arizona State University Law Journal.

Robert V. Sartin is chairman of Frost Brown Todd LLC in Nashville, Tenn., and focuses his prac-
tice on the energy, health care, transportation and private-equity industries. In 2009, he formed 
the firm’s Automotive Industry Task Force, which convenes an annual symposium, AutoConnect, 
that draws thought leaders and industry titans from around the globe. Throughout his decades-long 
career, Mr. Sartin has worked in some of the most heavily regulated sectors — from the coal and 
auto industries to new ventures in health care and biopharmaceuticals — often acting as lead out-
side counsel for large national and multinational companies. He routinely advises clients on impor-
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tant contractual, transactional, tax and compliance matters, including asset and stock acquisitions, 
M&As, joint-venture formation and dissolution, private placements, tax planning, refinancings and 
corporate restructurings. He also oversees all 13 of the firm’s markets, as well as the firm’s ancillary 
business ventures, having served or currently serving on its Strategic Planning, Finance, Advance-
ment, and Executive Committees. Mr. Sartin is admitted to the Kentucky and Tennessee Bars, is an 
ABI member, and is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell. He has been listed in The Best Lawyers in 
America for Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law and Liti-
gation – Bankruptcy (2006-19), Mid-South Super Lawyers (2012-17) and Nashville Post In-Charge 
Legal (2013-19), and was named a BTI Client Service “All Star” in 2014. Mr. Sartin received his 
B.B.A. in finance and economics in 1989 from Baylor University, his J.D. in 1995 from Washington 
& Lee University and his LL.M. in taxation from New York University in 1997.

Daniel R. Schimizzi is a partner with Whiteford Taylor Preston LLP in Pittsburgh and a member of 
the firm’s Business Reorganization and Bankruptcy group. He focuses on commercial bankruptcy 
and insolvency law, and represents clients in various industries including energy, health care, indus-
trial and restaurant, in all aspects of business reorganizations, loan restructurings, bankruptcies and 
related litigation. Mr. Schmizzi is a member of the American, Pennsylvania and Allegheny County 
Bar Associations (ACBA) and the ACBA’s Bankruptcy and Commercial Law Section. He also is a 
member of ABI, the Judith K. Fitzgerald Bankruptcy Inns of Court and the Turnaround Management 
Association, for which he serves as board member. Mr. Schmizzi has been listed in Pennsylvania 
Super Lawyers as a Bankruptcy “Rising Star” since 2018, and he is listed in The Best Lawyers in 
America for Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law as one of 
the “Ones to Watch” for 2022. He received his B.A. cum laude in 2008 from the University of Pitts-
burgh and his J.D. cum laude in 2011 from Duquesne University Law School.

Edward L. Schnitzer is chair of Montgomery McCracken Walker & Rhoads LLP’s Bankruptcy & 
Financial Restructuring Department in New York and serves as an ex-officio member of the firm’s 
Management Committee. He focuses his practice on bankruptcy and reorganization matters. Mr. 
Schnitzer has experience representing unsecured creditor committees, litigation & liquidation trust-
ees, debtors, banks, equity committees and creditors in all aspects of bankruptcy practice, with 
particular expertise in bankruptcy litigation, including the prosecution and defense of preferences, 
fraudulent transfers and other avoidance actions, claims objections, and collection and turnover ac-
tions. He is a court-approved mediator in the U.S. Bankruptcy Courts for the District of Delaware 
and the Southern and Eastern Districts of New York, and he has mediated disputes in the Health 
Diagnostic, Standard Register, Borders and WP Steel bankruptcy cases. He also is a member of the 
New York City Bar Association’s Pro Bono Bankruptcy Panel, and has represented individuals in 
need of pro bono assistance in adversary proceedings. Mr. Schnitzer received his B.A. cum laude 
from the University of Pennsylvania and his J.D. from Columbia University School of Law, and he 
earned a Certificate of Completion for the Inaugural Bankruptcy Mediation Class from St. John’s 
University School of Law and the Hugh L. Carey Center for Dispute Resolution.

Summer M. Shaw is the founder of Shaw & Hanover PC, a bankruptcy boutique law firm serving 
Southern California with its main office located in Palm Desert, Calif. She is a Bankruptcy Specialist 
certified by the State Bar of California and represents creditors and debtors in chapter 7, 11, 12 and 
13 bankruptcy proceedings and litigation matters. Ms. Shaw is admitted to practice in all state and 
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federal courts in California, handling appeals in district court and the Ninth Circuit BAP. She also is 
admitted to practice before the U.S. Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals and the Tenth Circuit Court of 
Appeals with experience in handling appeals in both circuits. Ms. Shaw is a very active member of 
the bankruptcy bar, presently serving as a board member of the Inland Empire Bankruptcy Forum 
and having served as a past president and program chair. She has also served as an education co-chair 
for the Consumer Education Programs at the Annual California Bankruptcy Forum Conferences for 
2016 and 2019, and she has been invited to speak at various education programs covering secured 
debt litigation, small business bankruptcies, individual chapter 11s, and bankruptcy law and cross-
over issues with civil litigation, family law, probate law and criminal law. Ms. Shaw is a member of 
the Board of Trustees for the Desert Bar Association, and she is one of the founders and co-chairs of 
its Real Estate, Business, and Bankruptcy subsection. In addition, she is a professor of bankruptcy 
law at the California Desert Trial Academy (CDTA). Ms. Shaw was a selected as a member of the 
inaugural class of ABI’s “40 Under 40” in 2017, and in 2018, she received the National Associa-
tion of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorney’s National Distinguished Service Award. She has also been 
named one of Palm Springs Life Magazine’s Top Bankruptcy Lawyers and was honored to be a part 
of the 2015 and 2016 Central District of California Bankruptcy Court’s Pro Bono Honor Roll. Ms. 
Shaw received her B.S. in political science with a minor in law and society from the University of 
California, Riverside and her J.D. from Western State College of Law.

Evelyn B. Sheehan is a lawyer with Kobre & Kim LLP in Miami, where she focuses her prac-
tice on advising institutional clients and their executives in cross-border investigations, government 
enforcement actions and related asset-forfeiture matters. In addition, she also counsels clients in 
global asset-tracing investigations and recovery efforts, in which she leads offensive asset-forfeiture 
actions in aid of civil-claim monetization. Before joining Kobre & Kim, Ms. Sheehan served as a 
prosecutor at the U.S. Department of Justice as an Assistant U.S. Attorney for the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office for the Southern District of Florida. Most recently, she served as deputy chief of the Asset 
Forfeiture Division for that office, where she was responsible for overseeing complex cross-border 
investigations related to international corruption, foreign bribery, white-collar fraud, narcotics traf-
ficking, organized crime and violations of anti-money laundering laws. During her tenure at the 
Department of Justice, Ms. Sheehan worked for more than six years to litigate the complex forfeiture 
matters related to the infamous $1.4 billion fraud scheme led by Scott Rothstein. The prosecution 
and forfeiture resulted in the successful conviction and imprisonment of 29 total defendants, and, as 
a result of the significant forfeiture recovery and coordination with the liquidating trustee for the law 
firm of Rothstein, Rosenfeldt and Adler, concluded in the full restitution of the hundreds of victims 
involved. As a result of her work in this case, Ms. Sheehan was awarded the 2016 U.S. Attorney 
General’s Distinguished Service Award and was a semi-finalist for the 2010 Daily Business Review’s 
Most Effective Lawyers Award for Criminal Justice Category. Ms. Sheehan was also a member of 
the Regional Committee of the Organized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task Force (OCDETF). As 
a result of her work on two high-profile international money-laundering investigations, she earned 
two National OCDETF Awards. She has also lectured extensively on the application of asset-forfei-
ture and money laundering laws for the U.S. Department of Justice and a number of federal agencies, 
including the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the U.S. Department of Defense, the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services, and the Drug Enforcement Agency. Before her time as a prosecutor, 
Ms. Sheehan practiced with White & Case LLP, where she focused on complex commercial litiga-
tion, and with Debevoise & Plimpton LLP, where she focused on private-equity fund formation and 
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bankruptcy work. She received her undergraduate degree from the University of Michigan and her 
J.D. from Yale Law School.

James I. Stang is a founding partner of Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones LLP in Los Angeles and has 
broad experience in bankruptcy reorganization. He has acted as a chapter 11 trustee and receiver in 
numerous cases, primarily for car dealerships and real property cases. Mr. Stang has lectured and 
written extensively on both bankruptcy and receivership issues. He is representing the official tort 
committee in the Takata chapter 11 case, involving the largest recall in the history of the U.S. He has 
also been lead counsel for creditors’ committees in Catholic Church-related bankruptcies, includ-
ing Spokane, Stockton, Gallup, Davenport, Wilmington, Milwaukee, Fairbanks, Helena, Great Falls 
and San Diego, and in religious order bankruptcies, including Christian Brothers of Ireland and the 
Society of Jesus, Oregon Province. Mr. Stang is a member of the American College of Bankruptcy. 
He holds an AV-Preeminent rating from Martindale-Hubbell, has been named a “Super Lawyer” in 
the field of Bankruptcy & Creditor/Debtor Rights every year since 2005 in a peer survey conducted 
by Law & Politics and the publishers of Los Angeles magazine, and has been listed in The Best Law-
yers in America. In 2010, the Century City Bar Association named him “Bankruptcy Lawyer of the 
Year,” and in 2011 he was inducted as a Fellow into the American College of Bankruptcy. Mr. Stang 
is admitted to practice in California. He is a graduate of UC Berkeley and received his J.D. from 
Hastings College of Law, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif and editor-in-chief of the 
Hastings International and Comparative Law Review.

Jacob Stein is a managing partner with Aliant Law in Los Angeles and specializes in asset-protec-
tion planning, complex U.S. and international tax planning, and structuring international business 
transactions. He is ranked by Chambers and Partners in the High Net Worth Category, is AV-rated 
by Martindale-Hubbell, has been named a Super Lawyer by Los Angeles Magazine for over 10 years 
and is listed in the top 1% of “America’s Most Honored Professionals” by the American Registry. 
Over the course of his career, Mr. Stein has represented officers and directors of Fortune 500 com-
panies, Forbes 400 families around the world, high-profile entrepreneurs, celebrities, high-net-worth 
individuals, private-equity funds and more. He is the author of books, dozens of scholarly articles 
and technical manuals. Mr. Stein was an adjunct professor of taxation at the CSU, Northridge Gradu-
ate Tax Program for 10 years. He lectures frequently to attorneys, CPAs and other professional 
groups, teaching more than 50 seminars per year for state and local bar associations, estate-planning 
councils and international networking organizations. Mr. Stein is an instructor with the California 
CPA Education Foundation, National Business Institute, Thomson Reuters, the Rossdale Group, 
Lorman Education Services, Spidell Publishing and more. He also is a member of several interna-
tional legal networks, including Union Internationale des Avocats, IR Global and the International 
Bar Association. Mr. Stein received his J.D. from the University of Southern California and LL.M. 
in Taxation from Georgetown University.

Brian I. Swett is a partner with McGuireWoods LLP in New York and concentrates his practice on 
restructuring and insolvency, including representing a broad range of parties in complex restruc-
turing, bankruptcy and workout matters. He represents senior secured lenders and other creditors, 
companies (including debtors in possession), shareholders, investors, sellers and purchasers in re-
structurings, both in and out of court. These representations have involved federal district and bank-
ruptcy court proceedings and appeals across the country. Mr. Swett’s experience includes a range of 
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debtor-in-possession bankruptcy financing and cash-collateral matters in a wide range of industries. 
He has structured facilities that provide liquidity and accommodate a broad array of pre-bankrupt-
cy capital structures. Mr. Swett recently was involved on behalf of credit-enhancers, construction 
agents, lenders and debtor-in-possession financing agents and lenders in a wide range of matters in 
the hospital, senior living, continuing care retirement community and long-term care industries. In 
particular, his representations include a number of international, diversified financial institution in 
bankruptcy cases and out-of-court workout and restructuring matters involving loans to (or letters 
of credit enhancing bonds issues with respect to) hospitals, continuing care retirement communities, 
assisted-living facilities and nursing homes in Illinois, New York, California, Florida, Maryland, 
Louisiana, Texas, Wisconsin, Georgia, Tennessee, Mississippi, Arizona, Kansas and Utah. He has 
also represented parties in interest in transactions under the remedial provisions of the Uniform 
Commercial Code, including private sales, public sales and acceptances of collateral in exchange for 
the full or partial satisfaction of debt. In addition, he has overseen the acquisition of distressed assets. 
Mr. Swett received his B.A. Phi Beta Kappa in 1992 in international relations from Johns Hopkins 
University, his M.A. in international relations in 1993 from Johns Hopkins University School of 
Advanced International Studies, and his J.D. in 1996 from New York University School of Law.

Manoj Tandon is currently an equity partner and COO for Dark Rhino Security, Inc. in Harrison 
City, Pa., which is his fifth involvement with a startup. After spending time helping companies with 
manufacturing process improvements, in the late 90s he moved to the world of startups and has been 
involved with five technology and services startups since then. At Dark Rhino Security, Mr. Tandon 
is responsible for creating value innovation to deliver defense in depth to customers ranging in size 
from Main Street to Wall Street. He runs a weekly cybersecurity podcast, Security Confidential, 
which covers broad topics with industry-leading professionals in cybersecurity, including career 
development, professional best practices, risk-reduction, cyberinsurance, and governance and com-
pliance. Mr. Tandon graduated from The Ohio State University with a degree in aeronautical and 
astronautical engineering.

Frank P. Terzo is is a partner in the Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights and Health Law Practice of 
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., where his practice is devoted to 
a wide range of insolvency matters, particularly health care insolvency and restructuring cases. Re-
cently, he represented a $50 million bank syndication that had a secured claim against a significant 
Florida-based holding company with multiple subsidiaries operating Medicare Advantage HMOs 
and Medicare Advantage PFFSs in Florida, Texas, Georgia and Nevada. Additionally, he served as 
special health care counsel in a well-publicized skilled-nursing home case that challenged CMS’s 
termination of the SNF’s provider agreement in both the bankruptcy court, federal district court and 
the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals. Most recently, he represented the UCC and now the liquidat-
ing trust in a critical-access hospital case involving a $300 million clinical laboratory fraud. Prior to 
practicing law, Mr. Terzo spent 18 years in the health care industry, successfully starting up, man-
aging and operating various public companies in physician practice management, comprehensive 
home health care and national clinical laboratories. His experience in health care businesses has 
provided numerous opportunities to represent trustees and committees in hospital, nursing home, 
diagnostic center and HMO cases, as well as an appointment as a patient care ombudsman in the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court for the Middle District of Florida. Mr. Terzo is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell, 
named as a “Super Lawyer” by Florida Super Lawyers magazine, described as a “Top Attorney” in 
the South Florida Legal Guide, and listed in the 2009-2020 editions of The Best Lawyers in America 
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and the 2012-2019 editions of Chambers & Partners USA. He currently serves on the Bankruptcy 
Faculty Advisory Board of St. John’s University School of Law in New York and on the advisory 
boards of ABI’s Caribbean Insolvency Symposium and Alexander L. Paskay Bankruptcy Seminar. 
Mr. Terzo is a former adjunct professor of bankruptcy law at Nova Southeastern University School 
of Law. He received his B.S. from the University of Cincinnati and his J.D. with honors from Nova 
Southeastern University Shepard Broad Law Center, where he was a member of the Order of the 
Coif.

Scott A. Underwood is an attorney with Underwood Murray PA in Tampa, Fla., and has expe-
rience in some of the most complex bankruptcy cases and distressed business situations. He has 
represented distressed businesses, chapter 11 debtors, secured and unsecured creditors, bankruptcy 
trustees, creditors’ committees, landlords, liquidating trustees and parties acquiring and selling as-
sets from bankruptcy cases. Mr. Underwood’s debtor-side representative experience crosses many 
industries. He has represented chapter 11 debtors in the health care industry, hospitality, real estate, 
utilities, waste-management, technology and manufacturing. In addition to representing debtors, he 
has represented large secured creditors, asset-purchasers, bondholders, debtor-in-possession lend-
ers, trustees, business owners, creditors’ committees and professional fiduciaries. His representative 
and transactional bankruptcy experience measures in the billions of dollars. Beyond core chapter 11 
matters, Mr. Underwood represents clients in various high-stakes insolvency related litigation mat-
ters. He has been involved in substantial director and officer litigation, bond disputes, technology 
products liability litigation and other commercial disputes. He also has experience with assignments 
for the benefit of creditors, having represented assignees, assignors, asset-purchasers and creditors 
in such proceedings throughout Florida. Mr. Underwood is a member of ABI (for which he is a past 
chair of its Real Estate Committee) and the Tampa Bay Bankruptcy Bar Association, Bankruptcy Bar 
Association for the Southern District of Florida and Business Law Section of the Florida Bar, where 
he is an active member of its Bankruptcy/UCC Committee and its study groups. A frequent speaker 
on bankruptcy topics, he has been listed in Chambers USA since 2012, in Florida Super Lawyers 
since 2009, as one of the Top 50 Lawyers in Tampa in 2019, and as one of Florida Trend Magazine’s 
Legal Elite since 2013. He was also selected for inclusion in The Best Lawyers in America (2018, 
2019 and 2020 editions) in Bankruptcy & Creditor Debtor Rights and Insolvency & Reorganization 
Law, and is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell. Mr. Underwood received his B.A. in 1998 
from the University of Florida and his J.D. magna cum laude from the University of Florida Levin 
College of Law in 2003.

Elizabeth B. Vandesteeg, CIPP is a partner in the Financial Services & Restructuring Group at 
Levenfeld Pearlstein, LLC in Chicago, where she focuses on identifying risk exposure and mitigat-
ing liability for clients, with a concentration in the areas of bankruptcy, creditors’ rights, commercial 
litigation, and data security and privacy. She represents secured creditors, debtors, unsecured credi-
tors, creditors’ committees, landlords and shareholders in bankruptcy courts throughout U.S., as well 
as clients in civil litigation in federal and state courts. Her passion is helping clients identify and 
resolve potential problems related to creditors’ rights, troubled businesses, bankruptcy and work-
outs, and business disputes. Ms. Vandesteeg advises clients on cybersecurity and privacy compliance 
and regulatory issues. She also guides clients in developing and implementing information security 
programs that are reasonable and appropriate for their specific business needs and risks, as well as 
advising them in responding to data breaches, and was instrumental in launching the ABI Journal’s 
Cyber U column. Previously, Ms. Vandesteeg was with Sugar Felsenthal Grais & Helsinger LLP, 
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where she was a partner and member of the firm’s Executive Committee. She received her B.A. from 
Columbia University and her J.D. from Boston College.

Hon. Lori V. Vaughan is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Middle District of Florida in Orlando, 
sworn in on Feb. 25, 2020. In moving to the bankruptcy court in Orlando, she returns to sit next 
to Hon. Karen S. Jennemann, with whom she started her career as a law clerk immediately out of 
law school. After her clerkship, Judge Vaughan practiced at two law firms. Most recently, she was a 
shareholder at Trenam Law in Tampa, Fla., and before that, she practiced at Foley & Lardner, the last 
year of which she spent practicing out of its New York office. Judge Vaughan previously served as 
president of the Tampa Bay Bankruptcy Bar Association, chair of the Bankruptcy/UCC Committee 
of the Florida Bar’s Business Law Section, and board member for the International Women’s Insol-
vency & Restructuring Confederation. She has also sat on the boards of the USF Financing Corp. 
and USF Property Corp. Judge Vaughan was recognized by Florida Super Lawyers as being among 
the top 100 Lawyers in Florida, the top 50 Lawyers in Tampa Bay and the top 50 Women Lawyers in 
Florida. She also has been recognized by Chambers USA and The Best Lawyers in America. Judge 
Vaughan received her B.A. with high honors from Eckerd College in 1995 and her J.D. with honors 
from the University of Florida, College of Law in 1998.

Emily Burkhardt Vicente is a partner with Hunton Andrews Kurth in Los Angeles and co-chairs 
the firm’s labor and employment group. She has a national practice focusing on complex employ-
ment and wage and hour litigation and advice. Ms. Vicente is a trial lawyer who defends employers 
in complex employment litigation, including California and FLSA wage and hour class and collec-
tive actions, California representative PAGA actions, employment discrimination class actions, and 
complex whistleblower matters. In addition to her litigation practice, she helps employers develop 
forward-thinking compliance practices that reduce wage and hour disputes and help mitigate other 
employment-related risks. Ms. Vicente regularly counsels clients on employment-related matters, in-
cluding design and implementation of diversity and inclusion programs, ESG initiatives, harassment 
and discrimination investigations, “me too” issues, fair-pay compliance, negotiation of employment 
contracts, and the use and implementation of artificial intelligence (AI) and emerging technology 
in the workplace. She also has successfully guided employers through various stages of pandemic 
response, including navigating state and federal sick pay laws, furloughs and layoffs, WARN Act 
requirements and return-to-work issues. Ms. Vicente co-chairs the firm’s diversity & inclusion com-
mittee and is a member of the firm’s national associates committee. She also is a regular speaker on 
labor and employment and class action issues, and is a contributing author to the firm’s Employment 
& Labor Perspectives blog. Ms. Vicente is admitted to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court, the 
U.S. District Courts for the Central, Southern, Eastern and Northern Districts of California, the U.S. 
Courts of Appeals for the Ninth and Eleventh Circuits, the U.S. District Courts for the Northern 
and Middle Districts of Georgia, and the Superior, Appellate and Supreme Courts of California and 
Georgia. She received her B.A. summa cum laude in 1996 from St. John Fisher College and her J.D. 
with honors in 1999 from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where she was admitted 
to the Order of the Coif and the Order of the Barristers.

Eric E. Walker is a bankruptcy partner in the Chicago office of Perkins Coie LLP, where he focuses 
his practice on all aspects of commercial litigation, financial restructuring and bankruptcy, including 
experience representing debtors, creditors, asset-purchasers, examiners and trustees in bankruptcy 
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proceedings throughout the country. He has particular experience in the highly regulated health 
care industry, representing debtors, creditors’ committees, private-equity sponsors, stalking-horse 
bidders, landlords and other constituents in out-of-court restructuring negotiations, bankruptcy and 
litigation. He also has particular experience in restructuring hospital systems, senior living facili-
ties, continuing care retirement communities (CCRCs), skilled nursing facilities (SNFs), behav-
ioral health centers and diagnostic medical laboratories. His successful representation of the asset 
purchaser in the Health Diagnostic Laboratories (HDL) bankruptcy case was awarded the 2016 
Restructuring Deal of the Year (Under $100M) by The M&A Advisor. In addition, Mr. Walker has 
experience in the hotel and hospitality industry, regularly representing hotel owners, developers, op-
erators, lenders and major hotel brands in transactions, state and federal litigation, and bankruptcy. 
He represented the petitioners before the U.S. Supreme Court in RadLAX Gateway Hotel LLC, et 
al. v. Amalgamated Bank (Case No. 11-166), a landmark chapter 11 bankruptcy case involving se-
cured creditor cramdown. Mr. Walker has been recognized as a leading bankruptcy practitioner by 
Chambers USA, Lawdragon and the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges. He also was named 
in ABI’s inaugural class of “40 Under 40” in 2017. Mr. Walker currently serves on ABI’s Board of 
Directors and on the advisory board of ABI’s Central States Bankruptcy Workshop. He received his 
B.S.B.A. in finance in 2000 from Miami University and his J.D. in 2006 from the University of Con-
necticut School of Law.

William L. Wallander is a partner and practice group leader of the Restructuring & Reorganization 
Practice Group of Vinson & Elkins LLP in Dallas, and he has more than 20 years of experience in 
complex restructuring and reorganizations across a broad spectrum of clients and industry lines. He 
represents debtors, agents and lending groups, bondholder and noteholder groups, funds and com-
mittees, and has also served as an expert witness in bankruptcy court in connection with class-action 
securities litigation. His industry experience includes aerospace, agriculture, chemicals, commodi-
ties, construction, defense, energy (upstream, midstream, downstream, renewables), derivatives, fi-
nancial services, health care, hotel, legal, manufacturing, mining, mortgage finance, power, public 
finance, commercial real estate, retail, shipping, technology and transportation. Mr. Wallander is a 
member of the American Bar Association, the State Bar of Texas’s Bankruptcy Section (for which 
he serves as chair-elect), the New York Bar Association and the Dallas Bar Association’s Bankruptcy 
and Commercial Law Section, ABI, the Texas Bank Association, the Texas Bar College and the 
Turnaround Management Association. He is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy, a Life 
Fellow of the Dallas Bar Foundation, and a member of the Chancellor’s Council and Littlefield Soci-
ety of the University of Texas. Mr. Wallander is admitted to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court, 
the Texas Supreme Court, the Supreme Court of the State of New York, the U.S. Courts of Appeals 
for the Fifth and Tenth Circuits, and the U.S. District Courts for the Northern, Eastern, Western and 
Southern Districts of Texas and the District of Arizona. He has been listed in Chambers Global, 
Chambers USA, The Best Lawyers in America, Texas Super Lawyers, Euromoney and Who’s Who 
Legal in Texas for insolvency and reorganization law. Mr. Wallander received his B.A. magna cum 
laude in political science and economics from the University of Pittsburgh in 1981, his J.D. from the 
University of Texas School of Law in 1984 and his M.B.A. summa cum laude from the University 
of Phoenix in 2001.

Sarah Beth Wilson is a partner with Phelps Dunbar LLP in Jackson, Miss., where she specializes in 
the representation of lenders and other financial institutions, as well as business and governmental 
entities in business bankruptcy matters, creditors’ rights litigation and lender liability litigation in 
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federal district courts and bankruptcy courts throughout the region. She regularly handles asset sales 
of all forms and counsels and represents clients at every stage when it comes to complex insolvency 
and restructuring matters, as well as in connection with large-scale loan modifications, foreclosures 
and UCC sales, and other manners of security interest and lien-realization. Ms. Wilson frequently 
represents creditors and lienholders with respect to issues affecting priority and rights in various 
types of collateral, including real property, entity ownership and membership interests, cash collat-
eral, commercial rents and leases, and state and federal tax liens. She is Board Certified in Business 
Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification and was appointed to Mississippi’s Board 
of Banking Review; in this role, she currently represents the 22 counties within Supreme Court 
District 1 (including the State’s Capitol City of Jackson and all surrounding metro areas). She cur-
rently chairs the State Banking Board. Ms. Wilson was selected by the bankruptcy judges within 
the State of Mississippi for the State’s Local Rules Advisory Committee, which promulgates and 
proposes new and revised rules that govern practice and procedure in bankruptcy courts across the 
state. She was asked to step into the role of chairman in 2018 and became the first female to hold the 
role within the state. Ms. Wilson was recognized as “Young Professional of the Year” in 2018 by the 
Madison County Business League and Foundation and the Madison County Economic Development 
Association, and she has been selected as one of the “Leading Women in Business,” as a “Leader in 
Law” and as one of the “Top 50 Under 40” by The Mississippi Business Journal. In addition, she has 
been selected every year since 2014 as a “Rising Star” by Super Lawyers Magazine, been named to 
the “Under 40 Hot List” by Benchmark Litigation, and is recognized in The Best Lawyers in America 
in the areas of Business Bankruptcy Litigation and Creditors’ Rights. Ms. Wilson is an appointed 
member of the Mississippi Bankers Association’s Bank Attorneys Committee, and she served on the 
official transition team for Mississippi Attorney General Lynn Fitch in connection with her transition 
from her former office of Treasurer of the State of Mississippi. She also has served as an attorney 
coach of numerous appellate and trial advocacy moot court competitions, and has taught numerous 
years of students as an adjunct and visiting professor at Mississippi College School of Law and 
Millsaps College. Ms. Wilson received her B.B.A. cum laude in accounting and economics in 2007 
from Millsaps College and her J.D. magna cum laude from the Mississippi College School of Law 
in 2010.

Claire K. Wu is a senior associate in the Los Angeles office of Pillsbury, Winthrop Shaw & Pittman  
LLP, where she focuses her practice on bankruptcy, corporate restructurings and related litigation 
matters. She represents debtors-in-possession in both corporate and individual chapter 11 reorga-
nizations, creditors’ committees, principals and secured and unsecured creditors, chapter 7 and 11 
trustees, asset-purchasers and other parties across a broad range of industries. Ms Wu was honored 
as one of ABI’s 2020 “40 under 40.” In addition, she sits on the planning committee of ABI’s Mid-
Level Professional Development Program, and she is a member of the State Bar of California Busi-
ness Law Section Insolvency Law Committee’s Constituency, Outreach and Website Subcommittee. 
Ms. Wu received her B.A. in political science in 2009 from the University of California, Los Angeles 
and her J.D. in 2013 from Loyola Law School, where she served as senior research editor of the 
Loyola of Los Angeles International Law Review and received the First Honors Award for Ethical 
Lawyering.

Jonathan W. Young is a partner with Locke Lord LLP in Boston and co-chairs the firm’s Bank-
ruptcy, Restructuring and Insolvency Practice Group. He regularly advises investors, lenders, direc-
tors, equity sponsors and portfolio companies in connection with their rights and obligations relative 
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to financial distress, insolvency and bankruptcy situations. He also advises trustees, receivers and 
other fiduciaries charged with reorganizing, restructuring or liquidating financially distressed enti-
ties. Mr. Young handles a wide range of complex commercial litigation matters — at both the trial 
and appellate level — with a particular focus on insolvency, bankruptcy and secured lending issues. 
While he has handled engagements in a wide range of industries, he has experience in private equity, 
advertising and media, technology and telecommunications, life sciences, audit and accounting and 
insurance. Mr. Young served as a member of the firm’s Executive Committee from 2014-16. He is 
admitted to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court and the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the First, 
Second, Third and Sixth Circuits. Mr. Young has been listed in Chambers USA for Restructuring and 
Insolvency since 2013, The Best Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/
Insolvency and Reorganization Law since 2021, Global Restructuring Review 100 since 2019, and 
Illinois Super Lawyers for Bankruptcy since 2009. He received his B.A. cum laude in 1986 from 
Yale University and his J.D. in 1990 from Northwestern University School of Law.

Paul H. Zumbro is a partner in Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP’s Corporate Department in New 
York and heads the firm’s Financial Restructuring & Reorganization practice. His practice focuses 
on restructuring transactions and related financings, both in and out of court, as well as on bankrupt-
cy M&A transactions. Mr. Zumbro’s restructuring experience includes advising the firm’s corporate 
and financial institution clients on bankruptcy issues, and advising on debtor/creditor rights in a 
variety of contexts. His restructuring experience includes both debtor- and creditor-side representa-
tions, and also includes work in the fields of municipal and sovereign debt-restructuring, as well as 
insolvency-related litigation matters. His recent matters include representing PG&E in connection 
with its $5.5 billion DIP financing, its $40+ billion debt and equity exit financing and other advi-
sory matters relating to PG&E’s reorganization proceedings under chapter 11, and The Weinstein 
Company in connection with its voluntary chapter 11 petition. Mr. Zumbro is a member of ABI, the 
International Bar Association (IBA) and the IBA’s Banking Law and Insolvency, Restructuring and 
Creditors’ Rights Committees, and he was elected to serve on the Thomson Reuters Practical Law 
Bankruptcy Advisory Board. He has been named a “Bankruptcy MVP” by Law360 and has been 
listed in The Best Lawyers in America, The Legal 500 US and IFLR1000 for his skill in bankruptcy 
and corporate restructuring. He also has been named by Lawdragon as one of “500 Leading Global 
Restructuring & Insolvency Lawyers,” “500 Leading U.S. Bankruptcy & Restructuring Lawyers” 
and “500 Leading Lawyers in America.” Mr. Zumbro received his B.A. cum laude and with distinc-
tion from Yale College in 1992 and his J.D. from Columbia Law School in 1997, where he was a 
Stone Scholar.


