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Lita Abella is a senior program analyst with the State Bar of California in Los Angeles, where she
conducts outreach for the Lawyer Assistance Program, which assists law students, bar applicants,
and attorneys with substance use and mental health issues. Prior to that, she was an investigator for
more than five years in the Office of Chief Trial Counsel, where she investigated and assisted in the
prosecution of attorneys for misconduct. Beginning in 1980, Ms. Abella served with the Los Angeles
Police Department (LAPD) for 20 years, where she worked various assignments including but not
limited to patrol, internal affairs, narcotics, vice and the DARE program. She received extensive
training in both substance use disorders and mental health and was a court-qualified narcotics expert
during her years in law enforcement. She attained the rank of lieutenant. Ms. Abella also has been a
business owner and licensed private investigator. While in law school, she clerked for the Riverside
District Attorney’s Office and the Office of the Attorney General. Mr. Abella received her J.D. from
Western State University College of Law.

Rachel Ehrlich Albanese is a partner with DLA Piper LLP (US) in New York and is experienced in
representing secured and unsecured creditors, debtors, equityholders, purchasers of distressed assets,
and other parties in interest in a wide range of restructuring matters, including cases under chapter 11
of the U.S. Bankruptcy Code, out-of-court workouts and cross-border insolvency proceedings. She is
a contributing author of the Bloomberg Law: Bankruptcy Treatise and co-chairs the National Associa-
tion of Women Lawyers’ (NAWL) Practice Area Affinity Group, Women in Bankruptcy & Restruc-
turing. She also is a member of the International Women'’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation
and ABI. After law school, Ms. Albanese clerked for Hon. John W. Bissell, Chief Judge of the U.S.
District Court for the District of New Jersey. She is admitted to practice in New York and New Jersey,
and before the U.S. Supreme Court and the U.S. District Courts for the District of New Jersey and
the Eastern and Southern Districts of New York. Ms. Albanese volunteers with ABI’s Task Force on
Veterans and Service Members Affairs, which successfully advocated for the passage in 2019 of the
HAVEN Act to help low-income veterans more easily weather economic hardship. She received her
B.A. cum laude from the University of Pennsylvania and her J.D. from the University of Pennsylva-
nia Law School, where she served as editor-in-chief of the Journal of International Economic Law.

Hon. Janet S. Baer is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois in Chicago, ap-
pointed on March 5, 2012. She also acts on a regular basis as the presiding judge in the Northern
District of Illinois for naturalization ceremonies. Previously, Judge Baer was a restructuring lawyer
for more than 25 years and was involved in some of the most significant chapter 11 bankruptcy cases
in the country. The majority of her practice focused on the representation of large, publicly held debt-
ors in both restructuring and chapter 11 matters, and she also represented companies in commercial
litigation matters, including lender liability, fraud, breach of contract and breach of fiduciary duty.
Prior to forming her own firm in 2009, Judge Baer was a partner at Kirkland & FEllis LLP, Winston
& Strawn and Schwartz, Cooper, Greenberger & Krauss. She is currently chair of the NCBJ Mem-
bership Services Committee, Seventh Circuit Representative of the NCBJ Board of Governors, a
member of ABI’s Board of Directors and an advisory board member of ABI’s Hon. Eugene R. Wedoff
Seventh Circuit Consumer Bankruptcy Conference, a member of the NCBJ Education Committee, a
board member of the Chicago Chapter of IWIRC, chair of the Northern District of Illinois Bankrupt-
cy Court’s Local Rules Committee and a member of its Rules Advisory Committee, an advisory com-
mittee member to the National Board of CARE and a board member and volunteer for its Chicago
Chapter, and a member of the Chicago Bankruptcy Court’s Liaison Committee. Judge Baer earned
her B.A. from the University of Wisconsin - Madison and her J.D. from DePaul College of Law.
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Hon. Martin R. Barash is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Central District of California in Woodland
Hills, sworn in on March 26, 2015. He brings more than 20 years of legal experience to the bench.
Prior to his appointment, Judge Barash had served as a partner at Klee, Tuchin, Bogdanoft & Stern
LLP in Los Angeles since 2001, where he counseled parties in chapter 11 cases and litigated chapter
7 and chapter 11 bankruptcy cases. He first joined the firm as an associate in 1999. Earlier in his ca-
reer, Judge Barash worked as an associate of Stutman, Treister & Glatt P.C. in Los Angeles. He also
has served as an adjunct professor of law at California State University, Northridge. Following law
school, Judge Barash clerked for Hon. Procter R. Hug, Jr. of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth
Circuit from 1992-93. He is a member of ABI’s Board of Directors and a member of its Education
Committee, and he is a member of the Board of Governors of the Financial Lawyers Conference and
a judicial director of the Los Angeles Bankruptcy Forum. He is also a frequent panelist and lecturer
on bankruptcy law issues. Judge Barash received his A.B. magna cum laude in 1989 from Princeton
University and his J.D. in 1992 from the UCLA School of Law, where he served as member, editor,
business manager and symposium editor of the UCLA Law Review.

Carrianne J.M. Basler, CPA, CIRA is a managing director based in the Chicago office of Alix-
Partners, LLP. She has more than 25 years of financial consulting experience combined with hands-
on management in the areas of contingency planning, contract negotiations, litigation management,
treasury, business planning and risk management. Ms. Basler has served in an advisory capacity to
senior management in the areas of business plan feasibility and financial strategy, lender negotiations,
reorganization plan development, divestiture strategies and post-confirmation administration. Her
recent cases include serving on the management team for Motors Liquidation Company (aka “Old
GM”) and advising the debtors of David’s Bridal, Pacific Drilling, C&J Energy, Altegrity, Eastman
Kodak and Dana Corp. She most recently served as CFO of Aceto Corp. during its chapter 11 process.
Ms. Basler is currently serving as the worldwide chair of the International Women’s Insolvency and
Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC), and she is a member of ABI, the Turnaround Management
Association and the Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors. She regularly speaks and
has published numerous articles concerning turnaround management and reorganization matters. Ms.
Basler received her B.B.A. in accounting from the University of Wisconsin.

Hon. Catherine E. Bauer is a Bankruptcy Judge with the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Central
District of California in Santa Ana, appointed on Feb. 26, 2010. Prior to her appointment to the
bench, she represented Bank of America in bankruptcy proceedings for 15 years. She also served on
the Central District’s bankruptcy mediation panel and helped form the Public Counsel’s Debtor As-
sistance Project, which provides legal assistance to low-income families and individuals. Judge Bauer
is former vice chair of the Los Angeles County Bar Association’s Commercial Law and Bankruptcy
Section’s Bankruptcy Committee, and is an active member of the International Women’s Insolvency
& Restructuring Confederation, the American Bar Association, the National Civil Trial Competition,
the Federal Executive Board and the Girl Scouts of Greater Los Angeles. She was admitted to the
State Bar of California in 1985. Judge Bauer received her undergraduate degree from UCLA and her
J.D. from USC Gould School of Law.

Charles A. Beckham Jr. is a partner with Haynes and Boone, LLP in Houston and has more than 30
years of experience helping a broad spectrum of clients with bankruptcy and insolvency problems.
After graduating from law school, he clerked for U.S. District Judge Halbert O. Woodward in Lub-

1205



2019 WINTER LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

bock, Texas, and was a partner at Kemp, Smith, Duncan and Hammond, LLP in El Paso, Texas, for
almost 20 years before joining Haynes and Boone in 1999. Mr. Beckham has represented numerous
debtors, creditors, purchasers and other parties-in-interest in energy related cases over the years, in-
cluding recent involvement in Sanchez Energy, Bristow Helicopters, Linn Petroleum, Harvey Gulf
and Erin Petroleum. He has also represented parties in mining cases including ASARCO, LLC and
Trinity Coal Corp. In addition, he was appointed the fee examiner by the Southern District of Texas
Bankruptcy Court in the iHeart Media, Inc. and for the Seadrill, Ltd. bankruptcy cases, in which he
reviewed more than $100 million in professional fees. He is also very active in cases with cross-
border bankruptcy and insolvency issues in Mexico, Canada, the U.K. and Nigeria. Mr. Beckham
is board certified in business bankruptcy law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization and the
American Board of Certification. He is the former chair of the State Bar of Texas Bankruptcy Law
Exam Commission, and in 2010, he was named the 2010 St. Mary’s University School of Law Dis-
tinguished Graduate. Mr. Beckham is a Fellow and the former Fifth Circuit Regent of the American
College of Bankruptcy, former chair of the Bankruptcy Law Section of the State Bar of Texas, former
president of the Moller/Foltz Bankruptcy American Inn of Court and former co-chair of the United
States-Mexico Bar Association. In 1991-1992, he served as president of the 20,000-member Texas
Young Lawyers Association. In 2012, he was recognized as the Go-To Lawyer for Bankruptcy in
Texas by the Texas Lawyer. Mr. Beckham is a frequent author and speaker on bankruptcy and insol-
vency topics, including serving as a guest lecturer at the University of Texas School of Law, Southern
Methodist University School of Law, Texas Tech University School of Law, South Texas College of
Law and the London Business School. He is listed in the Chambers USA Guide to America's Leading
Business Lawyers and in The Best Lawyers in America. Mr. Beckham received his B.B.A. from the
University of Texas at Austin and his J.D. from St. Mary’s University School of Law.

Ted A. Berkowitz is partner at Moritt Hock & Hamroft LLP in its Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights,
Litigation and ADR Practice Groups in Garden City, N.Y. He also serves as general counsel to the
firm. Prior to joining MHH, he served as an assistant attorney general for New York State, where he
was one of the lead negotiators in the Weinstein mediation. Mr. Berkowitz concentrates his practice
on complex bankruptcy and restructuring-related matters and commercial litigation. The scope of
his practice includes the representation of corporate debtors, secured and unsecured creditors, of-
ficial committees, landlords, purchasers of assets and other parties of interest in bankruptcy court
proceedings. Mr. Berkowitz has more than 35 years in the bankruptcy field, and his experience in-
cludes the representation of major institutional lenders and corporate and individual creditors in many
well-known chapter 11 matters. He has represented the official creditors’ committees in some of the
largest and highest-profile chapter 11 cases filed in the Eastern and Southern Districts of New York.
Mr. Berkowitz has been appointed as both an examiner and chapter 11 operating trustee by the U.S.
Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of New York, and is a member of the official mediation
panel for the bankruptcy courts of the Southern and Eastern Districts of New York. He also served
on the subcommittee that advised the Eastern District of New York Bankruptcy Court concerning the
formulation of the new local bankruptcy rules. Mr. Berkowitz received his B.A. with honors from
State University of New York College at Oneonta and his J.D. cum laude from Boston University
School of Law, where he was a member of its law review and a Paul J. Liacos Scholar.

Susan A. Berson is a partner with and co-founder of the Berson Law Group LLP in Overland Park,
Kan., and has more than two decades of legal experience in financial, tax and regulatory matters. She
previously worked at the U.S. Department of Justice’s Tax Division in Washington, D.C., where she
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was awarded the Outstanding Attorney Award from the Attorney General in 1996 for trying tax cases
in her representation of the IRS. Since entering private practice, Ms. Berson has advised entrepreneurs
and small business owners in various industries and professions, including other attorneys and finan-
cial service professionals, on diverse tax, business and regulatory matters. She is also experienced in
blockchain, FinTech and virtual currency matters. For practitioners and their clients in the bankruptcy
realm, she has provided pre-bankruptcy planning tax-consequence analysis on tax-indebtedness dis-
charge, negotiating acceptable IRS offers-in-compromise, pursuing administrative remedies, guiding
officers and directors of troubled businesses through tax-related fiduciary duties, and handling state
and federal tax disputes. In addition, she is a certified mediator and provides mediation services in
business and partnership disagreements, commercial contracts, tax disputes and conflicts among fam-
ily beneficiaries in trusts and estates matters. The author of many articles and several books, including
Federal Tax Litigation (Law Journal Press), which she is responsible for updating twice a year, Ms.
Berson has written on a variety of topics and received an ASBPE Award of Excellence, as well as an
Azbee Bronze writing medal for her ABA Journal work. She received her J.D. from the University of
Nebraska College of Law and her LL.M. in Taxation from Georgetown University Law Center.

Margaret A. Burks is the chapter 13 trustee for the Southern District of Ohio in Cincinnati, ap-
pointed in July 1992. Previously, she clerked for U.S. Bankruptcy Judge J. Vincent Aug, Jr. from
1988-91 and was counsel to PNC Bank in the areas of bankruptcy and commercial law. Ms. Burks
has served as chairperson of the CBA Bankruptcy Committee. She is a past president of the National
Association of Chapter 13 Trustees and also co-chaired the ABI Consumer Bankruptcy Committee.
Ms. Burks received her B.S. and B.A. magna cum laude from the University of Cincinnati in 1977
and is a member of Phi Beta Kappa. She received her J.D. from Salmon P. Chase College of Law in
1985, where she was a member of its law review.

Hon. Kevin J. Carey is a partner in Hogan Lovells US LLP’s Business Restructuring and Insolvency
practice in Philadelphia and a retired bankruptcy judge. He was first appointed to the U.S. Bankruptcy
Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania in 2001, then in 2005 began service on the U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Court for the District of Delaware (as chief judge from 2008-11). Judge Carey is ABI’s Vice
President-Membership, a past global chairman of the Turnaround Management Association and an
honorary member of the Turnaround, Restructuring and Distressed Investing Hall of Fame. He also
is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and a member of the International Insolvency
Institute, and he is a member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges. In addition, he is a
part-time adjunct professor in the LL.M. in Bankruptcy program at St. John’s University School of
Law in New York City. Judge Carey began his legal career in 1979 as law clerk to Bankruptcy Judge
Thomas M. Twardowski, then served as clerk of court in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern
District of Pennsylvania. He received his B.A. in 1976 from Pennsylvania State University and his
J.D. in 1979 from Villanova University School of Law.

Rudy J. Cerone is a member of McGlinchey Stafford, PLLC in New Orleans and co-chairs its Credi-
tors’ Rights, Financial Restructuring and Bankruptcy Practice Group. He also served as a commis-
sioner on ABI’s Commission on Consumer Bankruptcy. Mr. Cerone was admitted to the California
Bar in 1979 and to the Louisiana Bar in 1984. He is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy
(2001) and is certified as a Business Bankruptcy Specialist by the American Board of Certification
(1993) and by the Louisiana Board of Legal Specialization (1997). In 2019, he received a Mid-Size
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Company Turnaround of the Year Award from the Turnaround Management Association and a Chap-
ter 11 Reorganization of the Year ($10MM to $25MM) Award from The M&A Advisor. Mr. Cerone
is a long-time ABI member and former Board member, and he served as a commissioner on ABI’s
Commission on Consumer Bankruptcy and as a co-chair of ABI’s Caribbean Insolvency Symposium.
He also is former chair, president and board member of the American Board of Certification. Mr.
Cerone is a member of the State Bar of California, Louisiana State Bar Association, Bankruptcy Law
Advisory Commission, Bar Association of the Federal Fifth Circuit and the American Bar Associa-
tion. He is an author and frequent lecturer on both business and complex consumer bankruptcy issues.
Mr. Cerone received his B.A. summa cum laude from the University of California at San Diego in
1976 and his J.D. cum laude from Boston College Law School in 1979, where he received the Order
of Coif (1979), was the executive editor of the Boston College International & Comparative Law
Review (1978-79) and received the Best Law Review Editor Award (1979).

Kathryn A. Coleman is a partner in Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP’s New York office and has han-
dled a wide range of insolvency-sensitive and other high-stakes matters in her more than 30 years in
practice, including dealing with “bet-the-company” litigation claims, chapter 11 cases for U.S. and
non-U.S. companies, cross-border insolvency matters, out-of-court restructurings, acquisitions and
investments. Her clients include individuals and companies defending trade secret theft and RICO
lawsuits, publicly traded and privately held companies restructuring their financial affairs, tradition-
al and nontraditional secured lenders, unsecured creditors (both official committees and significant
creditors for their own account), equity-holders, potential acquirers, equity sponsors, and financial
and strategic buyers. Ms. Coleman is experienced in advising management and boards of directors
on corporate governance, fiduciary duty and D&O insurance matters. She has advised clients on, and
litigated at the trial and appellate levels, the significant legal issues inherent in modern restructur-
ing and finance practice, including contested plan confirmations, prepackaged plans, credit bidding,
exclusivity, debtor-in-possession financings, valuation, adequate protection of security interests, the
ability to collaterally attack orders of the bankruptcy court and cash-collateral usage. She has sub-
stantial experience litigating venue, remand, removal and stay issues, and has represented recovery
trustees dealing with myriad post-confirmation issues and litigation. Ms. Coleman is a Fellow of the
American College of Bankruptcy and serves on ABI’s Board of Directors, for which she co-chairs
its annual Complex Financial Restructuring Program. She frequently speaks on bankruptcy law and
distressed investing, participating in programs sponsored by the Practising Law Institute, ABI, the
Turnaround Management Association, AIRA, the M&A Advisor, the New York City Bar Association
and the American Bar Association. She also serves on the Steering Committee of the NYC Bankrupt-
cy Assistance Project. Ms. Coleman was named one of the 100 Most Influential Women in Business
by the San Francisco Business Times, and she is ranked by Chambers USA as a leading restructuring
lawyer. She was also designated a leading lawyer in bankruptcy in The Best Lawyers in America,
and her expertise in cross-border insolvency was noted in the /FFLR 500 and in PLC’s Cross-Border
Restructuring and Insolvency Handbook. Ms. Coleman graduated magna cum laude from Pomona
College and earned her J.D. from Boalt Hall School of Law (U.C. Berkeley), subsequently clerking
for Hon. C. Martin Pence, U.S. District Judge for the District of Hawaii.

Hon. Daniel P. Collins is a Bankruptcy Judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Ari-
zona in Phoenix, appointed on Jan. 18, 2013. He served as chief judge from 2014-18. Previously, he
was a shareholder with the law firm of Collins, May, Potenza, Baran & Gillespie, P.C. in downtown
Phoenix, practicing primarily in the areas of bankruptcy, commercial litigation and commercial trans-
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actions. Judge Collins served on the State Bar of Arizona’s Subcommittee on the Uniform Fraudulent
Transfer Act. He also served as chairman of the Bankruptcy Section of the State of Arizona and was
a lawyer representative to the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. He was granted the St. Thomas More
Award in 2017. Judge Collins is presently an At Large Governor of the National Conference of Bank-
ruptcy Judges, a member of ABI’s Board of Directors, on the board of the Phoenix Chapter of the
Federal Bar Association and a member of the University of Arizona Law School’s Board of Visitors.
He is also a member of the Arizona Bankruptcy American Inn of Court, State Bar of Arizona and
Maricopa County Bar. Judge Collins received both his B.S. in finance and accounting in 1980 and his
J.D. in 1983 from the University of Arizona.

Richard J. Corbi is the founder of the Law Offices of Richard J. Corbi PLLC in New York. He
previously clerked for Hon. Laura Taylor Swain of the U.S. District Court for the Southern District
of New York in the Title III proceedings of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. He also served as a
term law clerk to Hon. Alan S. Trust in the Eastern District of New York, and previously clerked for
Hon. Louis A. Scarcella. Prior to his clerkships, Mr. Corbi was an associate in Proskauer Rose LLP’s
and Lowenstein Sandler LLP’s bankruptcy groups in New York, where he represented such debtors
such as Philadelphia Newspapers, TLC Vision and Gas City, as well as Ares Management in its ca-
pacity as rights-offering backstopper in the Lyondell Chemical Co. chapter 11 case, defendants in the
Madoff litigation, Major League Baseball in the Los Angeles Dodgers chapter 11 cases, DIP lenders,
private-equity funds and other investors in U.S. and cross-border insolvencies and out-of-court re-
structurings. He is admitted to the New York Bar, as well as the U.S. District Court for the Southern
District of New York. Mr. Corbi received his B.A. in 2001 from Ithaca College, his J.D. from Hofstra
University School of Law and his LL.M. from St. John’s University School of Law.

Hon. Melanie L. Cyganowski chairs Otterbourg P.C.’s Bankruptcy practice in New York. She joined
the firm in 2008 after serving a full 14-year term as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District
of New York and as its Chief Judge from 2005-08. She currently represents the State of Texas in
connection with opioid bankruptcy issues, and her fiduciary appointments include receiver in SEC v.
Platinum Partners, an alleged billion-dollar fraud; CRO and temporary operator of Brooklyn’s In-
terfaith Medical Center, a 287-bed acute-care teaching hospital; patient care ombudsman in Promise
Healthcare, Orianna Health Systems, 21st Century Oncology and California Proton; auditor of Capi-
tal One; and various trusteeships. She has also served as a special master in Vivendi and Neogenix
Oncology, a court-appointed expert in Orion HealthCorp, and an arbitrator/mediator in numerous
cases including Madoff and Lehman Brothers. In addition, she has testified as an expert in interna-
tional cases involving U.S. bankruptcy laws. Prior to taking the bench, Ms. Cyganowski clerked for
the late Hon. Charles L. Brieant, former Chief Judge in the Southern District of New York, then was
a litigator at Sullivan & Cromwell and Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy. In addition, she mediated
a dispute involving 19 state attorneys general and the chapter 7 trustee in /77 involving the issue of
retention of student records. Ms. Cyganowski is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and
a member of the American and New York State Bar Foundations. In addition, she sits on the edito-
rial advisory board of the Norton Journal of Bankruptcy Practice & Law, and is an adjunct professor
of law at St. John’s University School of Law. Ms. Cyganowski received her J.D. magna cum laude
from the State University of New York at Buffalo School of Law in 1981.

1209



2019 WINTER LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

James L. Day is a partner in the Seattle law firm of Bush Kornfeld LLP and specializes in the resolu-
tion of complex commercial creditor/debtor issues, with an emphasis on the representation of com-
panies in chapter 11 reorganizations and out-of-court workout negotiations and agreements. Much
of his time since 2007 has been spent in workout activities in the residential, commercial and retail
real estate sectors, including multiple engagements involving a dozen or more lenders holding claims
aggregating over $100 million. Mr. Day has experience in a variety of other industries, including
manufacturing, tech and internet-based entities, fishing and maritime, telecom, and franchised restau-
rants. He is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell and has been named a Super Lawyer by Washington Law
& Politics each year since 2003, and was named 2020 Lawyer of the Year in Litigation-Bankruptcy
by The Best Lawyers in America. Mr. Day previously clerked for Hon. Sidney C. Volinn in the U.S.
Bankruptcy Court for the Western District of Washington on both trial matters and appeals before the
Bankruptcy Appellate Panel of the Ninth Circuit. He received his J.D. from the University of Wash-
ington School of Law.

Michael E. Deeba is a partner in the Bankruptcy & Restructuring Services practice of Baker Tilly
Virchow Krause, LLP in Chicago and has over 30 years of experience in bankruptcy, financial dis-
tress, accounting and tax-related matters. He has provided consultation and expert-witness services in
the areas of restructuring, bankruptcy, insolvency, valuation, fiduciary duties and governance issues,
related-party transactions, fraudulent transfers, fraud investigations, forensic accounting and investi-
gatory services, and commercial damages modeling. He has served in these capacities in bankruptcy,
federal and state courts and as an arbitrator. Mr. Deeba has been retained as financial advisor to
debtors-in-possession, trustees, secured creditors, committees and other parties-in-interest. His expe-
rience has also included structuring and feasibility of plans of reorganization, disclosure-statement is-
sues, valuation of businesses and divisions, solvency analyses and studies, assessments of reasonably
equivalent value, adequate capital concerns, and preference and fraudulent-transfer claim disputes.
Mr. Deeba has provided interim-management turnaround services to companies in a wide range of
industries, and he has been retained to provide valuation services and lost-profits calculations in dis-
putes involving sales agreements, contracts, shareholder and partner agreements, leases, employment
contracts, noncompete clauses, trade infringement and wrongful competition. He is a member of ABI,
the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, the Association of Certified Fraud Examiners,
the Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors and the Turnaround Management Associa-
tion. Mr. Deeba received his B.S. in accounting from the University of Central Oklahoma.

Daniel F. Dooley, CTP is a principal and CEO at MorrisAnderson in Chicago, where he manages the
firm’s distressed business consulting practice. He is an accomplished crisis manager, business opera-
tor and debt-restructurer. Mr. Dooley has successfully managed numerous projects for middle-market
companies and assumed dozens of interim management positions as CEO, CRO and CFO for client
companies nationwide. During his career, he has negotiated numerous transactions involving debt
restructuring, supplier accommodations and business sales. Mr. Dooley is experienced in the devel-
opment and implementation of cost-reduction and restructuring plans, as well as restructuring nego-
tiations between companies and their creditors. He educates company ownership and management on
realistic business plans, implementation of cost and liquidity improvements and effective end-game
strategies for clients. He also collaborates with management on issues related to turnaround, restruc-
turing plans and business sales, and he specializes in the automotive, aerospace, capital equipment,
metals, health care, transportation, food, distribution, oil and gas and real estate industries. Prior
to joining Morris Anderson in 1997, Mr. Dooley served as an executive with several Fortune 500
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manufacturers in both general-management and financial-management capacities, including Illinois
Tool Works, an industrial manufacturer, and Allied Signal, an automotive electronics and aerospace
manufacturer. In 2011, he was honored with the Turnaround Management Association’s “Turnaround
of the Year - Small Company” award for Analytics, Inc., an independent research laboratory in St.
Louis, Mo. He has also served on boards of directors and been a key advisor to corporations and non-
profit organizations. Mr. Dooley is a former board member of the Turnaround Management Associa-
tion and former president of its Chicago chapter, and he sits on ABI’s Board of Directors. He is also
a contributing author to The Chief Restructuring Officer’s Guide to Bankruptcy:Views fom Leading
Insolvency Professionals (ABI 2013). Mr. Dooley received his B.B.A. and M.B.A. in finance at the
Carlson School of Management from the University of Minnesota in Minneapolis.

Hon. Robert D. Drain is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of New York in White
Plains. Since his appointment, he has presided over such chapter 11 cases as Loral, RCN, Corner-
stone, Refco, Allegiance Telecom, Delphi, Coudert Brothers, Frontier Airlines, Star Tribune, Read-
er’s Digest, A&P, Hostess Brands, Christian Brothers and Momentive. He also has presided over the
ancillary or plenary cases of Corporacion Durango, Satellites Mexicanas, Parmalat S.p.A. and its
affiliated U.S. debtors, Varig S.A., Yukos (1I), SphinX, Galvex Steel, TBS Shipping, Excel Maritime,
Nautilus, Landsbanki Islands, Roust and Ultrapetrol. He also has served as the court-appointed me-
diator in a number of chapter 11 cases, including New Page, Cengage, Quicksilver, LightSquared,
Molycorp and Breitburn Energy. Prior to his appointment to the bench in May 2002, Judge Drain
was a partner in the bankruptcy department of Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison, where he
represented debtors, trustees, secured and unsecured creditors, official and unofficial creditors’ com-
mittees, and buyers of distressed businesses and distressed debt in chapter 11 cases, out-of-court re-
structurings and bankruptcy-related litigation. He was also actively involved in several transnational
insolvency matters. Judge Drain is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and a member
and board member of ABI, a member of the International Insolvency Institute, and a member and
board member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, as well as a founding member of
the Judicial Insolvency Network. He also is the current chair of the Bankruptcy Judges Advisory
Group established through the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts, and was an adjunct professor
for several years at St. John’s University School of Law’s LL.M. in Bankruptcy Program. He is cur-
rently is an adjunct professor at Pace University School of Law. Judge Drain has lectured and written
on numerous bankruptcy-related topics and is the author of the novel The Great Work in the United
States of America. He received his B.A. cum laude from Yale University and his J.D. from Columbia
University School of Law, where he was a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar for three years.

Amy Edgy is a restructuring and insolvency partner with Linklaters in Washington, D.C., where her
practice is focused on municipal bankruptcies, health care systems, cultural institutions, retail cor-
porations, financial institutions and airlines. She regularly represents both debtors and creditors in
connection with some of the country’s largest restructurings and reorganizations. Most recently, she
advised the world’s largest private sector coal company, Peabody Energy Corp., and its subsidiaries in
their chapter 11 cases. In addition to her debtor-side representations, Ms. Edgy has also advised large
creditor groups throughout her career, including creditors in one of the country’s largest municipal
bankruptcies in Jefferson County, Ala., as well as creditors in the Forum Health and Delta Air Lines
bankruptcies. Her recent representative matters include advising a large multinational corporation on
a potential acquisition of assets in a chapter 7 bankruptcy; advising Steinhoff International Holdings
N.V. as the largest creditor and equityholder in the Mattress Firm chapter 11 case filed in October
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2018 and representing Stripes US Holding Inc., the U.S. parent company through which Steinhoff in-
directly owned Mattress Firm, in its petition for recognition of an English scheme of arrangement that
implemented the restructuring of Stripes’s financial indebtedness, which was critical to the successful
implementation of Mattress Firm’s chapter 11 plan; and representing Lehman Brothers International
(Europe), the principal trading company in Europe within the Lehman Brothers group of entities, in
its petition for recognition of an English scheme of arrangement as a foreign main proceeding under
chapter 15. Ms. Edgy has received numerous honors throughout her career, including most recently
being recognized in Chambers USA 2017 as a “Leader in Field” and receiving DCA Live’s 2019
“Emerging Women Leaders in Private Practice” award. She received her B.A. magna cum laude in
politics in 1996 from Wake Forest University and her J.D. in 1999 from Emory University School of
Law, where she was a James L. Colson Scholar.

Matthew T. Faga is an attorney with Markus Williams Young & Hunsicker LLC in Denver, where he
concentrates his practice in the areas of restructuring, bankruptcy and insolvency law, with a focus on
counseling secured and unsecured creditors, corporate debtors and debtors-in-possession, purchas-
ers, and fiduciaries in bankruptcy cases and related adversary proceedings, as well as nonbankruptcy
receiverships, workouts and restructurings in Colorado and Wyoming. He is board-certified in busi-
ness bankruptcy law by the American Board of Certification. Mr. Faga has a wide range of experience
representing various parties in chapter 11 cases from simple liquidations to complex reorganizations.
Previously, he clerked for the chief judge of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Colorado,
and prior to clerking, he was an attorney at another boutique law firm in Denver. Mr. Faga is an expe-
rienced speaker and presenter on many restructuring and insolvency issues, and has remained actively
engaged in the bankruptcy community for well over a decade in various roles. He is a former chair of
the standing local bankruptcy rules committee, and currently serves as a co-chair for the Bankruptcy
Subsection of the Colorado Bar Association and as an officer of the Business Law Section Commit-
tee. He also is an adjunct professor at the University of Denver Sturm College of Law. Mr. Faga was
honored as a member of the 2017 inaugural class of ABI’s “40 Under 40” Award. He received his J.D.
in 2009 from the University of Denver College of Law.

Hon. Michael A. Fagone is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Maine in Bangor, appointed
in April 2015. Previously, he was co-chair of Bernstein Shur’s Business Restructuring and Insolvency
Practice Group in Portland, where he specialized in bankruptcy and insolvency law. While practic-
ing law, he was recognized in The Best Lawyers in America and by Chambers USA as one of the top
bankruptcy lawyers in Maine. Judge Fagone is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the
American Board of Certification and serves on ABI’s Board of Directors. He received his B.A. from
Amberst College in 1993 and his J.D. summa cum laude from the University of Maine School of Law
in 1997.

Hon. Michael A. Ferguson is a senior advisor in the Washington, D.C., office of BakerHostetler,
where he leads its Federal Policy team. He previously served for nearly a decade in Congress and held
leadership roles on key policy initiatives, from health care to financial services, with an eye toward
advocating for legislative solutions that removed regulatory roadblocks to innovation. As vice chair-
man of the House’s principal health care subcommittee, he led key policy reforms, including the cre-
ation of the Medicare Part D prescription drug benefit and pharmaceutical and medical device user-
fee reauthorizations. He also participated in several financial services investigations and helped lead
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passage of the Sarbanes-Oxley Act and other financial industry reforms following the Sept. 11, 2001,
terrorist attacks. After retiring from Congress, Hon. Ferguson founded Ferguson Strategies, a govern-
ment affairs and public policy consulting firm that served a range of clients, including Fortune 500
companies and start-up firms. Appointed by New Jersey Governor Chris Christie and unanimously
confirmed by the New Jersey State Senate, he is chairman of the Board of Commissioners of the New
Jersey Sports and Exhibition Authority. Hon. Ferguson is a founding director of the Equity Markets
Association (EMA), a senior fellow for the Center for Medicine and the Public Interest (CMPI), and
on the executive advisory board of the the University of Notre Dame Center for Ethics and Culture.
He received his B.A. in government in 1992 from the University of Notre Dame and his M.P.P. in
1995 fro Georgetown University.

Jeremy R. Fischer is Drummond Woodsum’s Practice Group Leader for Bankruptcy, Restructuring
& Creditors’ Rights in the firm’s Portland, Maine, and Manchester, N.H. offices. He represents clients
in distressed commercial matters from the first sign of trouble through the most complex financial re-
structuring or chapter 11 bankruptcy. Mr. Fischer has experience in bankruptcy, bankruptcy litigation
and bankruptcy appellate matters across northern New England and around the country. His clients
include secured and unsecured creditors (including official and ad hoc committees), asset-purchasers,
trustees, DIP lenders, insurance companies, contract counterparties, directors/officers and debtors. He
also regularly represents parties in out-of-court debt restructurings, receiverships and debtor/credi-
tor litigation. Mr. Fischer has written numerous articles for the ABI Journal, served in a leadership
role in ABI’s Bankruptcy Litigation Committee, and served on the advisory board for the Northeast
Conference and Consumer Forum. In 2017, he was recognized as part of the inaugural class of ABI’s
“40 Under 40,” and in 2018 he co-authored and co-edited the second edition of ABI's Quick Evidence
Handbook. Before entering the practice of law, Mr. Fischer served three terms in the Maine Legis-
lature, where he was House Chairman of the Appropriations Committee. He now teaches business
law at the University of Maine School of Law, serves on numerous civic and professional boards and
committees, and regularly appears as a political analyst on local TV and radio. Mr. Fischer received
his B.A. summa cum laude from the University of Michigan and his J.D. summa cum laude from the
University of Maine School of Law.

Robert M. Fishman is a member of Fox Rothschild LLP in its Chicago office, where his practice is
concentrated in debtor/creditor, bankruptcy and insolvency matters. He represents debtors, secured
creditors, unsecured creditors, trustees, committees and litigants in bankruptcy cases across the coun-
try. He has also served as a mediator in numerous bankruptcy/insolvency disputes. Mr. Fishman is a
past ABI president and chairman and a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy. He has been a
regular faculty member of the faculty of the ABI/St. John’s University Law School Bankruptcy Me-
diation Training Program. Mr. Fishman served as the fee examiner in the City of Detroit’s chapter 9
case from 2013-15. He received his B.A. in 1976 from the University of Illinois, Champaign/Urbana
and his J.D. in 1979 from George Washington University.

Ryan G. Foley is senior vice president and general counsel at Acrisure, LLC in Philadelphia and has
practiced in the areas of bankruptcy and creditors’ rights for nearly 15 years. He represents secured
and unsecured creditors, lessors, lessees and investors in a wide variety of issues relating to bank-
ruptcy, insolvency and debt restructuring. Mr. Foley joined Shook after serving as in-house counsel
at American International Group Inc. (AIG), where he managed a team of attorneys, paralegals and
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professional staff, both in the U.S. and overseas, responsible for the company’s recovery and bank-
ruptcy litigation in the commercial and consumer insurance divisions. He oversaw multimillion-dol-
lar commercial litigation cases, including premium audit disputes, broker fraud, subrogation recovery
and regulatory inquiries, and he also managed related defense matters. In addition, he implemented
multiple BPO/LPO engagements and alternative fee arrangements for AIG’s high-volume commer-
cial litigation and bankruptcy docket. Before his in-house work, Mr. Foley practiced with firms in
Pennsylvania and New Jersey, focusing on commercial litigation and bankruptcy. He has also done
pro bono work and, while with AIG, was the lead company attorney on training employees to ob-
tain Veterans’ Assistance certification. Mr. Foley recently co-authored ABI’s The Business Creditor’s
Guide to Debt Collection and Bankruptcy and was named one of the ABI’s “40 Under 40” insolvency
professionals in its inaugural 2017 class. He received his B.A. in history magna cum laude from
Misericordia University, his J.D. from Villanova University School of Law, and his LL.M. in Bank-
ruptcy from St. John’s University School of Law in 2013, where he received the Dean’s Award for
Excellence in International Bankruptcy.

Eric J. Fromme is a senior attorney with Theodora Oringher PC in Costa Mesa, Calif., and is an
experienced litigator and counselor who advises domestic and international clients facing high-stakes
challenges. He also assists private-equity funds, hedge funds and other strategic buyers in develop-
ing opportunities in the distressed debt arena. A substantial portion of his practice also involves
advising boards of directors on corporate governance and fiduciary duty issues and litigation arising
therefrom. Mr. Fromme has advised clients on, and litigated at the trial and appellate levels, the sig-
nificant legal issues that arise in today’s business climate, ranging from the need to delever a client’s
balance sheet to defending “bet the company™ litigation. He is a past president of the Orange County
Bankruptcy Forum and is admitted to the State Bar of California, the U.S. Supreme Court, the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, and the U.S. District Courts for the Central, Eastern, Northern
and Southern Districts of California. A frequent lecturer, he authored “Feeling Inadequate? What’s
Enough, and When Must a Debtor Pay 1t?” (4BI Journal, February 2011), “Single Asset Real Estate
- Fast Track Bankruptcy Cases,” (Orange County Business Journal, May 2009) and “The European
Travelers Guide to Chapter 11,” (Daily Bankruptcy Review, May 2010), and he has been listed in The
Best Lawyers in America (2013-15). Mr. Fromme received his B.A. in philosophy from University of
California, Berkeley and his J.D. cum laude from Santa Clara University School of Law.

James Gansman is a managing director at Rock Creek Advisors LLC in New York and has been
involved in more than 150 transactions (valued in excess of $17 billion) representing lenders, debtors
and purchasers across various industries, including retail, consumer products, SAAS and medical
devices. He is a foremost expert in assignments for the benefit of creditors. Previously, Mr. Gansman
was a managing director at Sherwood Partners, where he opened and led its New York practice.
He also a partner for 12 years at a Big 4 accounting firm in its Transaction Advisory Practice. Mr.
Gansman received his A.B. in accounting from Tulane University Freeman School of Business.

Jay M. Goffman is the global co-head of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP’s Corporate
Restructuring Group in New York. Recognized as one of the pioneers of prepacks, he has led numer-
ous landmark and record-setting prepacks and is an internationally recognized restructuring leader.
Mr. Goffman has received numerous professional awards throughout his career, including “The De-
cade’s Most Influential Lawyers” from The National Law Journal, “Dealmaker of the Year” from The
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American Lawyer, “10 Most Innovative Lawyers in the U.S.” from the Financial Times, “Restruc-
turing Leadership Achievement Award” from the Turnaround Atlas Awards, “Transatlantic Finance
Dealmaker Award” from American Lawyer, “Leadership in Credit Education Award” from the New
York Institute of Credit, “Bankruptcy MVP” from Law 360, “Top 12 U.S. Restructuring Lawyers”
from Turnaround & Workouts, and a “Lifetime Achievement Award” from the University of North
Carolina School of Law. In addition, he has been featured in the Wall Street Journal, Bloomberg, The
Deal and Turnarounds & Workouts. Mr. Goffman is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy
and is or has been a member of ABI, III, TMA, and INSOL and its G36 Organization. He serves as
an At-Large member of ABI’s Executive Committee and is a past vice chairman and a member of the
board of trustees of the China Institute. Mr. Goffman received his B.S. in 1980 in chemical psycho-
biology from the State University of New York at Binghamton and his J.D. in 1983 with honors from
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where he was a member of the University of North
Carolina Law Review.

Ronald E. Gold is a member of Frost Brown Todd LLC in Cincinnati, where he serves on the firm’s
Executive Committee. He concentrates his practice in finance and reorganization law, primarily in the
area of bankruptcy and out-of-court workouts. Mr. Gold actively represents corporate debtors, bor-
rowers, secured lenders, landlords, creditors’ committees, court-appointed receivers and automotive
customers in bankruptcy proceedings, restructurings and out-of-court workouts. He also represents
purchasers of entire businesses or business segments both in and out of chapter 11 and regularly
counsels equity funds in matters involving distressed real estate. Mr. Gold was inducted as a Fellow
of the American College of Bankruptcy in 2010. In addition, he is listed in the Bankruptcy Section
of the 2003-15 editions of The Best Lawyers in America and was named one of Ohio’s leading bank-
ruptcy and restructuring lawyers by Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for Business in the
2004-15 editions. He was also recognized in Ohio Super Lawyers from 2004-15 by Law and Politics
magazine. Mr. Gold received his J.D. in 1989 from the University of Pittsburgh.

David E. Gordon is a shareholder with Polsinelli PC in Atlanta and counsels on business bankrupt-
cies and insolvencies, with a distinct focus on health care industry restructuring. He has experi-
ence representing REITs, hospitals, lenders, landlords, health care systems, skilled-nursing and as-
sisted-living facilities, purchasers of distressed assets, secured and unsecured creditors, committees,
and other parties-in-interest in chapter 11 reorganization proceedings, receiverships and workouts
throughout the U.S. Mr. Gordon is experienced in nonbankruptcy transactional and litigation in both
state and federal courts and routinely represents lenders in all areas of creditors’ rights litigation. His
transactional experience includes representing purchasers in § 363 sales and representing various par-
ties in problem-loan workouts, bridge loans and other financings, forbearance agreements, and other
distressed transactions. Prior to joining Polsinelli, Mr. Gordon taught as an adjunct professor of law
at Emory University School of Law for over seven years. He received his B.A. in 2003 from George-
town University and his J.D. with honors in 2006 from Emory University School of Law.

Hon. Michelle M. Harner is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Maryland in Baltimore, ap-
pointed in 2017. Prior to her appointment to the bench, she was the Francis King Carey Professor of
Law and the Director of the Business Law Program at the University of Maryland Francis King Carey
School of Law, where she taught courses in bankruptcy and creditors’ rights, business associations,
business planning, corporate finance and the legal profession. Judge Harner lectured frequently dur-
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ing her academic career on various topics involving corporate governance, financially distressed enti-
ties, risk management and related legal issues. Her academic scholarship is widely published, with
her publications appearing in, among others, the Vanderbilt Law Review, Notre Dame Law Review,
Washington University Law Review, Minnesota Law Review, Indiana Law Journal, Fordham Law
Review (reprinted in Corporate Practice Commentator), Washington & Lee Law Review, William &
Mary Law Review, University of Illinois Law Review, Arizona Law Review (reprinted in Corporate
Practice Commentator) and Florida Law Review. Judge Harner has served as the Associate Reporter
to the Advisory Committee on the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure, the Reporter to the ABI
Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11, and a member of the Dodd-Frank Study Working
Group for the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts. She also served as the Robert M. Zinman ABI
Resident Scholar for the fall of 2015. Judge Harner is an elected conferee of the National Bankruptcy
Conference, an elected Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, and an elected member of the
American Law Institute. She previously was in private practice in business restructuring, insolvency,
bankruptcy and related transactional fields, most recently as a partner at the Chicago office of the
international law firm Jones Day. Judge Harner received her B.A. cum laude from Boston College in
1992 and her J.D. summa cum laude from The Ohio State University College of Law in 1995.

Steven M. Hartmann is a litigation and bankruptcy partner at the Chicago-based law firm of Free-
born & Peters LLP. He has a national practice representing banks and insurance company lenders in
the enforcement of commercial loan agreements in various contexts such as workouts, foreclosures,
receiverships and lender liability. In bankruptcy, Mr. Hartmann has represented secured creditors in
numerous chapter 11 cases in which he defeated challenges to the secured creditor’s claim or lien
position and cramdown reorganization plans. He represents bankruptcy trustees in fraud and director
and officer litigation, and he has successfully tried to verdict dozens of jury and nonjury commercial
cases in federal and state courts throughout the country. He also serves as a member of Freeborn’s
Executive Committee and as its general counsel. Mr. Hartmann received his Bachelor’s degree in
economics from Northwestern University in 1980 and his J.D. magna cum laude from the University
of Illinois College of Law in 1983.

Christopher L. Hawkins is a partner in the Birmingham, Ala., office of Bradley Arant Boult Cum-
mings LLP. Throughout his 20-year career, he has counseled individuals and businesses in a wide
variety of bankruptcy and insolvency-related matters. He regularly represents debtors and creditors in
out-of-court business restructurings, chapter 11 bankruptcy cases, and bankruptcy-related litigation,
but for the past decade he has devoted most of his practice to advising large financial institutions on
bankruptcy compliance and bankruptcy-related regulatory matters. In addition, he has represented
financial institutions in nationwide consumer bankruptcy litigation, regulatory enforcement matters
and large-scale remediation projects, as well as through his time serving as interim in-house bank-
ruptcy counsel for one of the largest financial institutions in the Fortune 100. Over the years, Mr.
Hawkins has counseled clients on a wide range of engagements. He has designed and performed
regulatory risk assessments related to key consumer bankruptcy milestones; drafted policies, pro-
cedures, jurisdiction-specific guidelines, process flows, job aids and user manuals related to various
consumer bankruptcy processes; identified the need for and assisted in the implementation of bank-
ruptcy remediation projects; prepared formal comments on behalf of clients and industry groups with
respect to proposed financial regulations impacting consumer bankruptcy; prepared and evaluated
client training materials related to consumer bankruptcy; conducted on-site reviews of third-party
vendors providing bankruptcy services to clients; reviewed and revised customer-facing correspon-
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dence; assisted with compliance issues related to consent orders and the National Mortgage Settle-
ment; and worked with clients through operational matters that arise daily in a client’s bankruptcy
department. Mr. Hawkins received his B.S. summa cum laude in 1996 from Spring Hill College and
his J.D. summa cum laude in 1999 from the University of Alabama School of Law, where he was a
member of the Order of the Coif, served on the Alabama Law Review, received the M. Leigh Harrison
Award and was a Hugo Black Scholar.

Ira L. Herman is a partner with Blank Rome LLP in its New York office, where he concentrates
his practice on distressed public debt issues, insolvency matters involving upstream and midstream
oil and gas companies, and distressed M&A, in addition to traditional bankruptcy and insolvency
matters. He regularly advises lenders and other clients on the management of bankruptcy risk in
their transactions, indenture trustees regarding defaulted public debt issues, and lenders regarding
restructuring and bankruptcy, including distressed M&A transactions and intercreditor issues. Addi-
tionally, he provides services on the debtors’ side, counseling financially distressed entities and their
management on restructuring challenges pertaining to corporate governance issues, and litigating
corporate-governance matters, such as breach of duty in good faith and dealing. As a court-appointed
mediator, Mr. Herman has been able to facilitate the resolution of controversies involving U.S. and
non-U.S. parties concerning bankruptcy and commercial law issues. In addition to his restructuring
and bankruptcy practice, he has been providing support to for-profit and nonprofit entities concerning
data privacy and cybersecurity issues. Mr. Herman is an adjunct professor of law at Pace University
School of Law and an editorial advisory board member of the Lexis Practice Advisor Journal. In
2017, he was appointed to the Bankruptcy Law360 editorial advisory board. He also authored “Antic-
ipating and Managing Bankruptcy Risk,” a series of articles prepared for the Financial Restructuring
& Bankruptcy module of Lexis Practice Advisor. Mr. Herman received his B.A. in political science
cum laude from Yeshiva University in 1979 and his J.D. cum laude with distinction from Boston Uni-
versity School of Law in 1982, where he served as an editor of the Boston University International
Law Journal.

Kyle S. Hirsch is a partner in the Phoenix office of Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP and litigates all
types of business disputes, with a strong focus representing financial institutions and nontraditional
lenders in connection with loans secured by real estate and operating business assets. His practice
spans state, federal and bankruptcy courts in Arizona, as well as California, Texas and Nevada on a
pro hac vice basis. Mr. Hirsch has litigated matters across numerous industries, including hotels, mul-
tifamily housing, commercial and residential development, retail, health care, laboratory sciences,
energy, construction, manufacturing and distribution. He also applies his Spanish language fluency to
provide pro bono legal assistance to the Phoenix community. Mr. Hirsch is a member of the Maricopa
County Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Section, the State Bar of Arizona’s Bankruptcy Section, Los
Abogados, ABI and the Turnaround management Association’s Arizona Chapter. He has been listed
in Southwest Super Lawyers each year since 2016, was the February 2017 Voluntgeer Lawyer’s
Project Attorney of the Month and the 2009 Children’s Law Center Attorney of the Year, and has sat
on the Maricopa County Superior Court Commissioner Performance Review Committee. Mr. Hirsch
received his B.A. in 1996 from Middlebury College and his J.D. magna cum laude in 2005 from Ari-
zona State University, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif.
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Hon. Barbara J. Houser is the Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Texas in
Dallas and ABI’s President-Elect. She previously was with Locke, Purnell, Boren, Laney & Neely
in Dallas and became a shareholder there in 1985. In 1988, she joined Sheinfeld, Maley & Kay, P.C.
as the shareholder-in-charge of the Dallas office and remained there until she was sworn in as a U.S.
Bankruptcy Judge in 2000. While at Sheinfeld, Judge Houser led the firm’s representation of clients
in a variety of significant national chapter 11 cases. She lectures and publishes frequently, is a past
chairman of the Dallas Bar Association’s Committee on Bankruptcy and Corporate Reorganization,
is a member of the Dallas, Texas and American Bar Associations, and is a Fellow of the Texas and
American Bar Foundations. Judge Houser served as a contributing author to Collier on Bankruptcy
for many years and taught creditors’ rights as a visiting professor at the SMU Dedman School of
Law. She was elected a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy in 1994, and in 1996, she
was elected a conferee of the National Bankruptcy Conference. In 1998, the National Law Journal
named Judge Houser as one of the 50 most influential women lawyers in America. After becom-
ing a bankruptcy judge, she joined the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and served as its
president from 2009-10. She received the Distinguished Alumni Award for Judicial Service from the
SMU Dedman School of Law in February, 2011, the William L. Norton Jr., Judicial Excellence Award
in October 2014, and the Distinguished Service Award from the Alliance of Bankruptcy Inns of the
American Inns of Court in October 2016. Judge Houser currently serves as a member of the executive
board of the SMU Dedman School of Law, and in March 2017, Chief Justice John Roberts appointed
her to serve as a member of the board of directors of the Federal Judicial Center, the education and
research arm of the Third Branch. In June 2017, she was appointed to serve as the leader of a five-
federal-judge mediation team in the Title III proceedings under PROMESA for the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico and four related governmental instrumentalities. Judge Houser received her undergradu-
ate degree with high distinction from the University of Nebraska and her J.D. from Southern Method-
ist University Law School, where she was editor of its law review.

Hannah W. Hutman is a partner at Hoover Penrod, PLC in Harrisonburg, Va., where her practice
focuses on representing both creditors and debtors in bankruptcy proceedings under chapters 7, 11,
12 and 13 and insolvency-related matters. In addition, she has represented national and regional
banks in collection matters, including restructuring obligations, asset liquidations and dispositions,
and foreclosures. Ms. Hutman is a member of the panel of Chapter 7 Trustees for the Western District
of Virginia. She currently serves as a member of the Board of Governors of the Bankruptcy Law Sec-
tion for the Virginia State Bar. Ms. Hutman is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell, has routinely been
listed in Super Lawyers as a “Rising Star” and selected as a member of Virginia’s “Legal Elite,” and
honored as one of ABI’s “40 Under 40 in 2018. She received her B.A. summa cum laude from Co-
lumbia Union College in Takoma Park, Md., and her J.D. from the Marshall Wythe School of Law at
the College of William and Mary in Williamsburg, Va.

Misty Perry Isaacson is an attorney with Pagter and Perry Isaacson, APLC in Santa Ana, Calif.,
where she focuses her practice on bankruptcy and insolvency matters. She is certified by the State
Bar of California as a Certified Bankruptcy Specialist, and has more than 20 years of experience in
bankruptcy matters. Ms. Perry Isaacson has represented debtors, creditors, chapter 7 and 13 trustees,
the U.S. Trustee, plaintiffs and defendants to lawsuits in bankruptcy proceedings. She also assists
clients in nonbankruptcy financial workouts and collection issues. Ms. Perry Isaacson is admitted to
practice before all California Courts, the Central, Southern, Northern, and Eastern District Courts,
and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. She is currently the chair-elect for the Ninth Cir-
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cuit Lawyer Representatives Coordinating Committee and the former co-chair of the Central District
of California Lawyer Representatives to the Ninth Circuit Judicial Conference. She also serves on
the Insolvency Law Committee for the Business Law Section of the State Bar of California, and is a
member of the Orange County Bankruptcy Forum and the Orange County Bar Association’s Com-
mercial Law and Bankruptcy Section. Ms. Perry Isaacson received her B.A. in political science from
California State University, Long Beach and her J.D. from Southwestern University School of Law.

Hon. Laurel M. Isicoff is Chief Judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of
Florida in Miami, initially appointed on Feb. 13, 2006, and named chief judge on Oct. 1, 2016. She
also serves on ABI’s Board of Directors. Judge Isicoff is president-elect of the National Conference
of Bankruptcy Judges and an ABI Board member. She also is a member of the Pro Bono Committee
of the American College of Bankruptcy, as well as chair of its Judicial Outreach Committee. Judge
Isicoff currently serves as judicial chair of the Pro Bono Committee of the Business Law Section of
the Florida Bar and is a member of the Florida Bar Standing Committee on Pro Bono. Prior to becom-
ing a judge, she specialized in commercial bankruptcy, foreclosure and workout matters, both as a
transactional attorney and litigator, for 14 years with the law firm of Kozyak Tropin & Throckmorton
after practicing for eight years with Squire, Sanders & Dempsey, now known as Squire Patton Boggs.
In private practice, she also developed a specialty in SEC receiverships involving Ponzi schemes. Af-
ter graduating from law school, Judge Isicoff clerked for Hon. Daniel S. Pearson at the Florida Third
District Court of Appeal before entering private practice. She is a past president of the Bankruptcy
Bar Association (BBA) of the Southern District of Florida and, until she took the bench, served as the
chair of the Pro Bono Task Force for the BBA. Judge Isicoff speaks extensively on bankruptcy around
the country, and is committed to increasing pro bono service, diversity in the bankruptcy community
and financial literacy. She received her J.D. from the University of Miami School of Law in 1982.

Prof. Dalié Jiménez is a professor of law at the University of California, Irvine School of Law in Ir-
vine, Calif., where she teaches bankruptcy, secured credit, contracts and consumer protection courses.
Her research focuses on how law and regulation affect individuals in their financial lives. More con-
cretely, she studies consumer financial distress and bankruptcy, the regulation of financial products,
and their intersection with consumer protection and access to civil justice. Prof. Jiménez is one of
three principal investigators in the Financial Distress Research Project, a large-scale, longitudinal,
randomized control trial evaluating the effectiveness of legal and counseling interventions to help in-
dividuals in financial distress. She spent a year as part of the founding staff of the Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau working on debt collection, debt relief, credit reporting and student loan issues.
Prior to her academic career, she clerked for Hon. Juan R. Torruella of the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the First Circuit, was a litigation associate at Ropes & Gray in Boston, and worked on consumer-pro-
tection issues for a Massachusetts state senator. Prof. Jiménez is a 2018 ABI “40 Under 40 honoree.
She received her dual B.S. degrees in electrical engineering/computer science and political science
from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and her J.D. cum laude from Harvard law School.

Laura Davis Jones is a named partner and managing partner of Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones
LLP in Wilmington, Del., and is a legal and strategic advisor to debtors, creditors’ committees, bank
groups, acquirers and other significant constituencies in national chapter 11 cases and workout pro-
ceedings. She is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and a Chambers USA “Star Indi-
vidual,” the highest honor a lawyer can receive. Ms. Jones started her career as a judicial law clerk
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in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware, and upon entering private practice quickly
gained national recognition as debtors’ counsel in the Continental Airlines bankruptcy case. She has
gone on to counsel and co-counsel clients in national matters, including the recent bankruptcy filings
of True Religion, TK Holdings (Takata), Emerald Oil, Aquion Energy and M&G Corp. Ms. Jones
has been named a “Deal Maker of the Year” by The American Lawyer, has been recognized as a top
practitioner by Lawdragon 500 and K&A Restructuring Register, and has been named one of the
“Best Lawyers in Delaware” by Best Lawyers, as well as one of the top ten lawyers in Delaware by
Thomson Reuters. Ms. Jones received her undergraduate degree from the University of Delaware and
her J.D. from Dickinson School of Law, where she was on the board of editors and business manager
for the Dickinson Law Review, and served on the Appellate Moot Court Board.

Ori Katz is a partner in the Finance and Bankruptcy Practice Group of Sheppard, Mullin, Richter
& Hampton LLP in San Francisco, where he specializes in business bankruptcies and other aspects
of insolvency law. He has represented debtors, creditors, creditors’ committees, parties purchasing
assets out of bankruptcy and parties involved in bankruptcy litigation, and he has successfully reor-
ganized companies in a wide range of industries, including real estate, retail, construction, biotech,
telecommunications, media and the Internet. Mr. Katz has represented lenders and loan servicers in
connection with receiverships, loan workouts, restructurings, foreclosures and borrower bankrupt-
cies, and has acted as receivership counsel in connection with various appointments. He is a frequent
speaker on bankruptcy and insolvency law matters, and he taught a seminar on business bankruptcy
and corporate reorganization at UC Hastings College of the Law in 2013 and 2014. Mr. Katz is
currently a director of the Bay Area Bankruptcy Forum and a past co-chair of the Insolvency Law
Conference’s California Bankruptcy Forum. He is also a member of the State Bar of California Insol-
vency Law Committee’s Business Law Section, and he sits on the advisory board of ABI’s Southwest
Bankruptcy Conference. Mr. Katz has been listed in Chambers and Partners, the Legal 500 and
Northern California Super Lawyers. He received his B.A. in 1996 from the University of California,
Santa Barbara and his J.D. from Boston University School of Law in 2000.

Robert J. Keach is a shareholder at Bernstein, Shur, Sawyer & Nelson, P.A. in Portland, Maine,
where he focuses on the representation of various parties in workouts and bankruptcy cases, includ-
ing debtors, creditors, creditors’ committees, lessors and third parties acquiring troubled companies
and/or their assets. He served as co-chair of ABI’s Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11.
Mr. Keach has appeared before the bankruptcy courts in the Districts of Maine, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, Delaware, the Northern District of California and the Southern and Eastern Districts of
New York. He has appeared as a panelist on national bankruptcy, lender liability and creditors’ rights
programs, and is the author of several articles on bankruptcy and creditors’ rights appearing in the AB/
Law Review, Commercial Law Journal and ABI Journal, among other publications. He is admitted to
practice in Maine and Massachusetts. Mr. Keach is an adjunct professor teaching cross-border insol-
vency at Boston College Law School, and he is the estate representative (and formerly the chapter 11
trustee) in the cross-border railroad reorganization of Montreal Maine & Atlantic Railway, Ltd. He
is also the fee examiner as to all professionals retained by the Financial Oversight and Management
Board for Puerto Rico, and in the cases of In re AMR Corporation (the chapter 11 cases of American
Airlines and its parent and certain affiliates), Exide Technologies, Mineral Park and Relativity Media.
Mr. Keach has, inter alia, represented ad hoc committees in the Homebanc Mortgage, New Century
TRS Holdings and Nortel Networks cases in Delaware, as well as a public utilities commission in the
FairPoint Communications case in the Southern District of New York, and parties in In re Sports
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Authority Holdings Inc., In re Heritage Home Group, In re The Bon-Ton Stores Inc. and In re Verso
Corp., all in Delaware, and In re Toys “R”" Us Inc. in the Eastern District of Virginia. Mr. Keach rep-
resents international private-equity funds in distressed company acquisitions throughout the U.S. He
is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification. Mr. Keach
received his J.D. in 1980 from the University of Maine.

Justin A. Kesselman is an associate in Arent Fox LLP’s Complex Litigation and Bankruptcy groups
in Boston. He has experience handling bankruptcy litigation, business reorganizations, liquidations,
assignments for the benefit of creditors, out-of-court insolvency counseling and creditor negotiations.
He also has represented parties across the insolvency spectrum, including debtors, creditors, com-
mittees, trustees and assignees. Mr. Kesselman’s litigation practice also includes advising clients and
resolving disputes over commercial transactions, trademark enforcement, fiduciary duties, fraud and
unfair trade practices. In his non-billable time, he volunteers for literacy-based causes and serves as
a member of the Local Rules Advisory Committee for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of
Massachusetts. Previously, Mr. Kesselman clerked for Hon. Robert J. Cordy of the Massachusetts
Supreme Judicial Court and interned for Hon. Frank J. Bailey of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the
District of Massachusetts. Prior to attending law school, he managed a large regional restaurant and
brewery for several years. Mr. Kesselman received his B.A. cum laude from the University of Mas-
sachusetts at Amherst in 2003 and his J.D. magna cum laude from New England Law in 2013, where
he was executive articles editor of the New England Law Review.

Melissa S. Kibler, CPA, CIRA, CTP, CFF, CDBYV is a senior managing director of Mackinac Part-
ners in Chicago and has more than 25 years of experience providing financial advisory, restructuring
and turnaround management services to Fortune 500 and mid-sized companies and their stakehold-
ers. She also has investigative, litigation and valuation experience, including insolvency-related liti-
gation, avoidance actions, fraud investigations, merger and acquisition disputes, director and officer
claims, and other commercial litigation support. Ms. Kibler was most recently a senior managing
director in the Chicago office and an executive committee member of Mesirow Financial Consulting
following its 2004 acquisition of the corporate recovery practice of KPMG LLP, where she had served
as partner-in-charge of the Midwest Region Corporate Recovery practice and the Pacific Northwest
Corporate Recovery and Forensic and Litigation Services practices since 1999 after starting her ca-
reer at PricewaterhouseCoopers. She currently serves as treasurer of the American College of Bank-
ruptcy, and her prior leadership roles in professional associations included president of ABI, director
of INSOL International, and chair of the AICPA Bankruptcy Task Force. Ms. Kibler was named a
Consulting Magazine 2013 “Women Leader in Consulting,” an Illinois CPA Society 2011 Women
to Watch Award recipient, the IWIRC 2010 Woman of the Year in Restructuring, a Crain’s Chicago
Business 2004 “40 Under 40,” and the 2003 “CIRA Gold Medal Winner.” She received her B.A. in
accounting summa cum laude from Texas A&M University and her M.B.A. from Southern Methodist
University, graduating first in her class.

Jane Kim is a partner with Keller & Benvenutti LLP in San Francisco, where she focuses on bank-
ruptcy and restructuring law, as well as bankruptcy and general commercial litigation. She has repre-
sented debtors in possession, secured lenders and creditors, including members of official committees,
prospective investors, and directors and officers of corporations. Ms. Kim’s recent representations
include out-of-court restructuring and/or bankruptcy preparation for various technology and manu-

1221



2019 WINTER LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

facturing companies, chapter 11 representation of an e-commerce company and a casino and resort in
Tahoe, and bankruptcy-related intellectual property and employment litigation. Before joining Keller
& Benvenutti in 2014, she was associated with Cleary Gottlieb in New York. Ms. Kim represented
Nortel Networks Inc. as it filed its chapter 11 petition and operated within bankruptcy, and she ad-
vised the company through many of the sales of its businesses and assets, which generated a total
of $7.5 billion in sale proceeds and involved coordinating insolvency proceedings across multiple
regimes around the world. Ms. Kim was selected to serve as a lawyer representative for the Northern
District of California and was recognized as a noted star in the bankruptcy practice area by Bench-
mark Litigation California. She received her B.A. cum laude from Columbia College at Columbia
University in 1999 and her J.D. cum laude from Harvard Law School in 2002.

Jennifer B. Kimble is a corporate restructuring attorney with Lowenstein Sandler LLP in New York
and has more than a decade of experience representing chapter 11 debtors, creditors’ and retiree com-
mittees, chapter 7 trustees, and other creditors in bankruptcy proceedings, preference actions, com-
mercial transactions, commercial litigation and out-of-court restructurings. She has experience in all
aspects of chapter 11 cases, including first-day motions, noticing issues, negotiating DIP financing,
§ 363 sales, contract assumption, § 1113/1114 matters, and plan confirmation and implementation.
She is skilled in claims-resolution processes and is well-versed in post-confirmation trusts and the
litigation of chapter 5 claims. She has also represented clients in the automotive industry, including
original equipment manufacturers and tiered suppliers, by negotiating and resolving contract issues,
financial disputes, tooling ownership, and other bankruptcy and litigation actions with manufacturers’
sole-source suppliers to maintain just-in-time delivery. Prior to joining the firm, Ms. Kimble worked
with a leading bankruptcy claims and noticing firm and with various commercial law firms. She is a
member of ABI’s inaugural 2017 “40 Under 40” class and was named a Rising Star in Bankruptcy
and Creditor/Debtor Rights by Alabama Super Lawyers from 2010-16. Ms. Kimble serves as trea-
surer of IWIRC’s executive board and on the Membership Committee of IWIRC New York’s net-
work. She is admitted to practice law in Alabama, Mississippi and New York. Ms. Kimble received
her undergraduate degree summa cum laude from Mississippi State University and her J.D. from the
University of Mississippi.

Rita Kostopoulos is the founder of Kostopoulos & Associates PLLC in Warren, Mich., after first
founding the Kostopoulos Law Group PC in Oakland, Calif., in 2013 after taking the bar exam in
California in 2012. She has filed more than 9,000 bankruptcy cases and represents primarily debtors
in chapter 7 and chapter 13 cases. Ms. Kostopoulos was admitted to the State Bar of Michigan in 2001
and to the State Bar of California in 2012. She is a member of ABI, NACBA, State Bar of California,
State Bar of Michigan, the San Francisco Bar Association and the Alameda County Bar Association,
and she is admitted to to practice before the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California,
Eastern District of Michigan and Western District of Michigan, and the US District Court of Colo-
rado. Ms. Kostopoulos clerked for Hon James Biernat Sr. of the Macomb County Circuit Court from
2000-01. She also holds a real estate brokers license and runs a real estate investment firm as well as a
multi-state consumer-lending business. Ms. Kostopoulos is Board Certified in Consumer Bankruptcy
Law by the American Board of Certification. She received her B.S.B.A. in management cum laude in
1998 from Wayne State University and her J.D. from Wayne State University School of Law in 2001.
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Kathleen A. Leavitt is a chapter 13 trustee in Law Vegas. She is a member of the National Associa-
tion of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys, on the Pro Bono Committee of the Legal Aid Center of
Southern Nevada, and a member of the National Association of Chapter 13 Trustees. Ms. Leavitt
received her undergraduate degree from the University of Nevada, Law Vegas.

Natalie E. Levine is a partner in the Restructuring & Insolvency Group at Cassels Brock & Black-
well LLP in Toronto. As a former U.S. practitioner, her strength is in working with U.S.-based clients
to understand the challenges of the Canadian insolvency landscape and to develop solutions in com-
plex proceedings. Ms. Levine’s practice focuses on corporate restructurings, with an emphasis on
debtors, DIP lenders and informal committees in cross-border proceedings. Her restructuring matters
encompass a variety of industries, including mining, oil and gas, retail, manufacturing, transportation
and entertainment. Ms. Levine received her B.A. in history and political science fromWashington
University in St. Louis in 2004 and her J.D. from Columbia University in 2007, where she was a
Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar.

Jon Jay Lieberman is head of Bankruptcy Litigation at Sottile & Barile LLC in Cincinnati and rep-
resents creditors before the bankruptcy courts of Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana, Michigan, Illinois, Colo-
rado, Wisconsin, the District of Columbia, Northern Texas and Eastern Texas. An ABI member since
2001, he currently serves as co-chair of ABI’s Consumer Bankruptcy Committee, as an associate
editor of the ABI Journal, and as Special Projects co-chair of ABI’s Veterans Affairs Task Force. Mr.
Lieberman is the Consumer Bankruptcy/Small Business chair of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the
Southern District of Ohio’s Attorney Advisory Committee, and is an officer of the Southern District
of Ohio’s Bench-Bar Conference. He received his J.D. from the University of Cincinnati College of
Law in 1990.

Prof. Lois R. Lupica is the Maine Law Foundation Professor of Law at the University of Maine
School of Law in Portland, Maine, where she teaches bankruptcy, secured transactions, sales and
negotiation, and is a nationally recognized scholar in the areas of consumer and commercial credit
and bankruptcy law. She is currently one of three principal investigators of the Consumer Financial
Distress Research Study, a randomized control trial examining the efficiency of the small claims court
system, the consequences of various legal intervention programs and the value of financial educa-
tion. From 2009-11, Prof. Lupica was the principal investigator for The Consumer Bankruptcy Fee
Study, and The Consumer Bankruptcy Creditor Distribution Study, landmark research that examined
the 2005 changes to Bankruptcy Code, and how those changes impact creditors, debtors, trustees and
lawyers. Courts and bankruptcy practitioners are using the results of the study to help improve the
fairness and efficiency of the system. Prof. Lupica’s empirical research has been funded by the Na-
tional Science Foundation, ABI’s Anthony H.N. Schnelling Endowment Fund, the National Confer-
ence of Bankruptcy Judges Endowment for Education, the Sears Consumer Protection and Education
Fund, the Maine Economic Improvement Fund, Harvard University and the Arnold Foundation. She
is the author of a leading casebook on bankruptcy law and Developing Professional Skills in Bank-
ruptcy, a book designed to provide law students with the experience of addressing a series of prob-
lems that typically arise in bankruptcy practice. In 2012, Professor Lupica was inducted as a Fellow
in the American College of Bankruptcy. She also received the Hon. Wesley W. Steen Prize for Best
Bankruptcy Article in the ABI Law Review in 2012. Prof. Lupica sits on ABI’s Board of Directors
and serves on the advisory board for the ABI Law Review. She served as reporter for the Maine Eth-
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ics 2000 Task Force and as co-reporter for ABI’s National Ethics Task Force, where she worked to
develop proposals to address ethics issues encountered by bankruptcy professionals and judges. She
also served as Special Counsel in the Bankruptcy & Restructuring section of Thompson & Knight
LLP from 2008 to 2013. In 2015, she served as a pro bono consultant to the World Bank, where she
worked with the Central Bank of Vietnam to develop a strategy for addressing their non-performing
loans. Prior to joining Maine Law, Prof. Lupica was a clinical professor at Seton Hall University
School of Law, where she developed a transactional clinical program that represented non-profit af-
fordable housing developers in connection with their business and real estate transactions. She was
in private practice from 1987-92, working on domestic and international transactions at the law firms
of Arnold & Porter and White & Case in New York City. Prof. Lupica received her B.S. from Cornell
University and her J.D. from Boston University.

Ken Mann is the senior managing director for 31-year-old Equity Partners HG LLC in Easton, Md.,
which, an investment banking firm that provides going-concern solutions (debt, equity, entirety sale)
to distressed businesses. The firm has completed more than 550 transactions, including 250+ in 70
bankruptcy court districts. Mr. Mann has been a partner with the firm since 1995 and its leader since
2002, and has handled investment-banking services for hundreds of companies in a host of industries.
In chapter 11 cases, he has served as a bid examiner, and has testified as an expert on numerous occa-
sions and, more than 100 times, in support of transactions. He has been a speaker at TMA, ABI, Flor-
ida Bar, AIRA and Mississippi Bankruptcy Conference events, and has been an author for ABI and
various secured lender trade publications. Mr. Mann was recently named The M&A Advisor’s “Dis-
tressed M&A Dealmaker of the Year” and has been named a “Top 100 Restructuring Professional” by
Turnarounds & Workouts. Prior to joining Equity Partners, he was a licensed investment banker for a
Wall Street firm, provided public relations services to major corporations and government agencies,
served as a vice president of sales for a travel company, and was an independent marketing consultant
to distributors, manufacturers and media outlets. He also has owned and exited several successful
businesses. Mr. Mann received his undergraduate degree with honors from Salisbury University,
passed the Series 7 and 63 licensing exams in 1989, has been a licensed real estate agent since 2008.

Warren J. Martin, Jr. is a principal of Porzio, Bromberg & Newman, P.C. and co-chair of the firm’s
Financial Services and Bankruptcy Department in Morristown, N.J., where he practices in the areas
of bankruptcy, workouts, financial reorganizations and creditors’ rights. He specializes in working
with the financial services and life sciences industries. Mr. Martin has been a member of the New Jer-
sey Supreme Court Committee on Character since 2015, co-chaired ABI’s Health Care Committee,
chaired the Lawyers’ Advisory Committee to the Bankruptcy Court, is a member of the New Jersey
State Bar Association’s Creditor/Debtor Section and the Turnaround Management Association, and
served as an adjunct professor of bankruptcy law at Rutgers University School of Law. He has been
recognized in The Best Lawyers in America for 2012-18 and in Chambers USA for 2009-16, and has
been listed in the Super Lawyers Business Edition and in New Jersey Super Lawyers. He is admitted
to practice in New Jersey and before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit, the U.S. District
Court for the Eastern District of Michigan, and the U.S. Supreme Court. Mr. Martin received his un-
dergraduate degree with high honors from Rutgers University in 1983 and his J.D. cum laude from
Georgetown University Law Center in 1986.
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Stanley Mastil, CFF, CPA is a director at Gavin/Solmonese LLC in Wilmington, Del., and has more
than 20 years of experience working with distressed companies and bankruptcy professionals. He has
significant experience in bankruptcy matters with respect to chapter 11 reorganizations and chapter 11
and 7 liquidations, and he has represented unsecured creditors’ committees, chapter 11 and 7 trustees,
debtors (pre- and post-filing), liquidating trustees and court-appointed examiners. Mr. Mastil has a
broad range of industry experience, having served clients in various industries including but not limit-
ed to banking, casinos and gambling related, construction, entertainment venues, food and beverage,
health care, retail and manufacturing. He has also testified in U.S. Bankruptcy Courts in Delaware,
New Jersey and the Eastern District of Pennsylvania. Mr. Mastil has significant experience in litiga-
tion matters requiring forensic accounting services and fraud investigation. His forensic accounting
and fraud investigations include, but are not limited to, criminal fraud investigations, money launder-
ing activities, bank and wire fraud, class action suits, and the reconstruction of financial records. Prior
to joining Gavin/Solmonese, Mr. Mastil worked with two CPA firms and a consulting practice. He
has provided traditional taxation and accounting services to a variety of clients, as well as working
with bankruptcies. Mr. Mastil received his B.S. in finance with a concentration in accounting from
Pennsylvania State University.

Daniel T. McMurray is a senior managing director with Focus Management Group USA, Inc. in
Tampa, Fla., a crisis-management, turnaround-consulting, and transaction and advisory services com-
pany. He has more than 40 years of experience in the health care industry; his recent tenure as a pa-
tient care ombudsman (PCO) includes Adeptus Health Ventures LLC, Citicare Family Health Center
and the Institute of Cardiovascular Excellence. Mr. McMurray has been appointed as PCO for more
than 15 additional assignments ranging from critical-access hospitals to multi-hospital systems and
specialty health care providers. He has also served as receiver in both federal and state courts, and his
most recent appointments as a receiver include an institution providing care to patients suffering from
traumatic brain injury and as a special advisor, assisting the receiver of a large nursing home operator.
Mr. McMurray has served as CRO for various hospitals, including a multi-site hospital system, and as
advisor to imaging centers, several hospitals and multi-specialty medical practices, and advisor to the
Office of the Attorney General in the State of Michigan. Prior to joining Focus Management Group,
he served as CEO, COO and senior manager for a variety of health care providers. Mr. McMurray is
a Fellow in the ACHE and has served as a chairman and board member for numerous health care and
educational organizations. He has also been a presenter and author. Mr. McMurray received his B.A.
from Fordham University and his M.B.A. from Cornell University’s Johnson School of Management.

Jennifer M. Meyerowitz is a managing director of Business Development at Summit Investment
Management LLC in Atlanta and leads the company’s restructuring business-development efforts.
She has 15 years of experience in bankruptcy, restructuring and settlement administration as an at-
torney, consultant and company leader. Ms. Meyerowitz previously spent eight years in business-
development leadership roles, most recently serving as the vice president of business development
for a chapter 7 trustee legal technology start-up, where she managed the sales team and served as
the liaison between clients and operations. Prior to that, she was a vice president for a global legal
technology and services company, with responsibility for development, legal consulting and strategic
communications, compliance and logistics, and case-management functions for the company’s bank-
ruptcy and restructuring settlement services. Ms. Meyerowitz began her career as a practicing attor-
ney at Alston & Bird LLP, where she represented debtors, secured and unsecured creditors, creditors’
committees and trustees in complex workouts, debt restructurings, commercial litigation and chapter
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11 bankruptcy proceedings for nearly 10 years. An ABI Board member, she received her B.A. from
the University of Michigan and her J.D. from Emory University School of Law, where she was execu-
tive notes and comments editor for the Emory Bankruptcy Developments Journal.

Tania M. Moyron is a partner in Dentons’ Restructuring, Insolvency and Bankruptcy group in Los
Angeles and has experience in bankruptcy, corporate restructuring and related litigation matters. She
has represented chapter 11 debtors, creditors’ committees, liquidating trustees, principals and secured
and unsecured creditors in all aspects of corporate bankruptcy. She also has advised buyers and sell-
ers of assets in bankruptcy and receivership cases, including the representation of a publicly traded
real estate investment trust (REIT) and restaurant franchises. Ms. Moyron’s representations span a
variety of industries, including health care, retail, entertainment, trucking, commercial and residential
real estate and restaurant franchise industries. She also has litigation experience in state and federal
courts and appellate experience before the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel for the Ninth Circuit Court of
Appeals, District Courts and the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. Prior to joining Dentons, Ms. Moy-
ron gained experience in complex and challenging chapter 11 cases at top-ranked national firms for
business restructuring and bankruptcy. She also served as a judicial and appellate law clerk to Hon.
Christopher M. Klein, Chief Judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of Califor-
nia and a former member of the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel of the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals.
Ms. Moyron received her B.A. in 1999 from the University of California, San Diego and her J.D. in
2004 from the University of the Pacific, McGeorge School of Law.

Joann Needleman is a senior counsel with Clark Hill, PLC in Philadelphia and a leader of its Con-
sumer Financial Services Regulatory & Compliance group. She provides counsel, consultation and
litigation services to financial institutions, law firms and debt buyers throughout the country. Ms.
Needleman has extensive litigation experience in state and federal courts, successfully defending
creditors against claims brought under the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act and Fair Credit Report-
ing Act, as well as state statutes. She is the current president of the National Association of Retail Col-
lection Attorneys (NARCA) and also serves on the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau Consumer
Advisory Board. Ms. Needleman was named a Pennsylvania Super Lawyer in 2004-06, 2010-11 and
2013-15, and she is admitted to practice in the U.S. District Courts for the District of New Jersey,
the Eastern, Middle and Western Districts of Pennsylvania, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third
Circuit and the U.S. Supreme Court. She received her B.A. from Temple University in 1986 and her
J.D. from Widener University School of Law in 1994.

Cynthia A. Nelson is a senior managing director with FTI Consulting, Inc.’s Corporate Finance
practice in Los Angeles, where she assists stakeholders in evaluating, developing and implementing
turnaround plans and restructurings in both judicial and non-judicial circumstances. She has assisted
debtors, investors, lenders and creditors’ committees in analyzing and developing plans of reorga-
nization, analyzing financing options and market rates of interest, evaluating asset-disposition and
development plans to maximize value, conducting due diligence in connection with acquisition and
financing, negotiating resolution of troubled credits, and providing litigation support and testimony
in adversarial proceedings. In addition, Ms. Nelson has more than 30 years of experience in the real
estate industry and specializes in advising stakeholders with interests in real estate. She has experi-
ence with development and operating companies, including those with interests in master planned
communities, resorts, retail, office, hospitality, multi-family and mixed-use properties. Ms. Nelson
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has been involved in some of the largest and most notable real estate restructurings of the last decade,
including advising the unsecured creditors committee for General Growth Properties, serving as the
chapter 11 trustee in connection with South Edge LLC, aka Inspirada, a “New Urbanism” commu-
nity located in near Las Vegas, and serving as receiver for Talisker Club in Park City, Utah. She is
advising the UCC with respect to real estate matters in the Toys “R” Us bankruptcy as well. Prior to
its acquisition by FTI Consulting, Ms. Nelson was a partner in PricewaterhouseCoopers’ Business
Recovery Services group. Before that, she was a senior associate of investment services at Jones
Lang Wootton USA, an associate at Laventhol & Horwath in its Real Estate Advisory practice, and
a real estate development assistant at Valencia Company/Newhall Land & Farming. Ms. Nelson is a
frequent speaker at conferences and seminars; she has been a panelist at programs sponsored by the
ABI, the California Bankruptcy Forum, the Financial Lawyers Conference, the American College of
Bankruptcy and other organizations. In addition, she co-chaired the 2016 National TMA Conference
and has published articles in the ABI Journal, CPA Expert, Daily Bankruptcy Review, Turnaround
Management, Socioeconomic Planning Sciences, Location and Stigma, Urban Land and FTI Jour-
nal. Ms. Nelson received her B.S. in urban planning from California State Polytechnic University and
her M.B.A. and M.P.L. from the University of Southern California.

Michael S. Neumeister is an associate in the Los Angeles office of Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP
and is a member of its Business Restructuring & Reorganization Group and Corporate Department.
He has a wide array of experience in representing clients in bankruptcy and restructuring matters in
many different industries, and his representations have included representing debtors and lenders in
in-court and out-of-court restructurings. Mr. Neumeister has represented banks and strategic buyers
in connection with distressed transactions through multiple creative structures. He also has a broad
range of experience litigating bankruptcy and other distressed-debt issues in bankruptcy court, state
court, and in courts of appeals. Mr. Neumeister received his B.A. in 2006 from the University of Cali-
fornia, San Diego and his J.D. in 2010 from the University of Southern California.

Margaret M. Newell is an assistant director in the U.S. Department of Justice, Civil Division, Com-
mercial Litigation Branch, Corporate/Financial Litigation Section in Washington, D.C. She has
worked at DOJ since 1999 as a bankruptcy attorney representing federal government agencies in
complex chapter 11 bankruptcy cases of large companies, generally those operating in highly regu-
lated industries. Prior to joining the Corporate/Financial Litigation Section, Ms. Newell represented
debtors, lenders, creditors’ committees and individual creditors in chapter 7 and 11 corporate bank-
ruptcy cases as an associate with Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer and Feld, LLP in Washington, D.C.,
and Richards, Layton and Finger, P.A., in Wilmington, Del. She received her B.A. with honors in
English at the University of Notre Dame in 1992 and her J.D. cum laude from Georgetown University
Law Center in 1996.

David Peress is executive vice president of Hilco Retail Services in Boston, where he provides criti-
cal oversight and vision for all Hilco retail valuation and monetization client teams. In 2017, he added
this new role to his existing responsibilities as a principal at Hilco Streambank, where he has success-
fully built one of the top intangible asset-valuation and monetization practices in the nation, focusing
on brands, trademarks, patents and domain names. Mr. Peress has 25 years of experience working
in the corporate restructuring and distressed-investing industry as both an advisor and investment
professional. Until 2000, he was a partner in the bankruptcy department of Wilmington, Del.’s Young
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Conaway Stargatt & Taylor, LLP. He later served as managing director and general counsel of The
Ozer Group LLC, an asset-disposition firm, and as COO of Ozer’s Real Estate Services Co. Follow-
ing the sale of The Ozer Group, he led the special-situations investing business for Crystal Capital,
a multi-strategy private investment fund, where he structured and managed debt and equity invest-
ments in several retailers and consumer products companies, including Tower Records, The Sharper
Image, Polartec, Cranium, Tommy Armour Golf and Bob’s Stores. Mr. Peress is a member of the
Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Accountants, ABI and the Turnaround Management
Association, and is a frequent speaker and author on issues related to corporate restructurings and
distressed investing. He received his undergraduate degree from the University of Michigan and his
J.D. from the University of Pittsburgh School of Law.

Mark Pfeiffer is a shareholder with Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney PC in Philadelphia and is an in-
solvency lawyer and litigator with trial experience. He focuses his practice on creditors’ rights with
an emphasis on commercial foreclosure, insolvency, bankruptcy and the defense of lender liability
claims. A significant portion of Mr. Pfeiffer’s practice is concentrated on receiver-related issues. His
commercial bankruptcy practice includes the representation of secured creditors, debtors and chap-
ter 7 trustees in all aspects of bankruptcy, including chapter 11 reorganizations. His litigation prac-
tice frequently includes jury and bench trials. Mr. Pfeiffer is ranked as a Recognized Practitioner in
Chambers USA’s 2018 and 2017 guides. Previously, he was an accountant in the audit and litigation
support departments of the largest accounting firm based in Pennsylvania. His accounting practice
included forensic and fraud accounting, audits and business valuations. Mr. Pfeiffer received his B.S.
in 1989 from King’s College and his J.D. in 1995 from Villanova University School of Law.

Jay D. Rao joined the University of California, Berkeley Law Visiting Scholars Program in Berke-
ley, Calif., to advance a proposal relating to the intersection of equitable subordination and the mod-
ern bankruptcy claims market. He is currently working on a paper entitled “Inequitable Subordina-
tion: Distressing Distressed Claims Purchasers by Propagating Subordination Benefit Elimination
Theory,” which seeks to examine the current state of the law while introducing the concepts of the
“subordination benefit,” “subordination benefit elimination theory” and “limited subordination ben-
efit theory.” Previously, Mr. Rao was an adjunct professor teaching a litigation drafting workshop at
North Texas at Dallas College of Law and a lecturer teaching transactional drafting at Baylor Law
School in Waco, Texas, the only public law school in Dallas. Additionally, on a volunteer basis, he
taught English as a second language through the Richardson Adult Literacy Center and social studies
through the Aberg Center for Literacy’s high school equivalency program. Mr. Rao obtained legal
training in New York as a corporate associate at Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP and as a corporate
associate within the restructuring practice at Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP, where he served as a
Research Fellow for the ABI Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11 under the chair of the
Distribution Issues Advisory Committee. Additionally, he received training from Credit Suisse’s cor-
porate banking group, the president of buy-side institution CSG Investments, and in-house counsel at
IHS Markit. While residing in New York, he volunteered on the board of governors of the Columbia
University Club, the board of directors of the Columbia Law School Association and the board of
directors of the Columbia Journal of Law and Social Problems. Mr. Rao Jay received his B.B.A. in
finance from The University of Texas at Austin, McCombs School of Business, where he served as a
research assistant, an officer and team leader of the Global Investment Group, and vice president of
Sigma Tau Gamma fraternity. He received his J.D. from Columbia Law School, where he served as
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a research and teaching assistant and an editorial board member of the Columbia Journal of Law and
Social Problems, and was an instructor at Columbia Law’s High School Law Institute.

Prof. Nancy B. Rapoport is the Garman Turner Gordon Professor of Law at the William S. Boyd
School of Law, University of Nevada, Las Vegas, and an Affiliate Professor of Business Law and
Ethics in the Lee Business School at UNLV. Previously, she clerked for Hon. Joseph T. Sneed III on
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit following law school, then practiced primarily bank-
ruptcy law with Morrison & Foerster in San Francisco from 1986-91. Her specialties are bankruptcy
ethics, ethics in governance, law firm behavior, and the depiction of lawyers in popular culture. In
2001, Prof. Rapoport was elected to membership in the American Law Institute, and in 2002, she
received a Distinguished Alumna Award from Rice University. She is also a Fellow of the American
Bar Foundation and a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy. In 2009, the Association of
Media and Entertainment Counsel presented Prof. Rapoport with the Public Service Counsel Award
at the 4th Annual Counsel of the Year Awards. In 2017, she received the Commercial Law League of
America’s Lawrence P. King Award for Excellence in Bankruptcy, and in 2018, she was one of the
recipients of the NAACP Legacy Builder Awards (Las Vegas Branch #1111). Prof. Rapoport received
her B.A. summa cum laude from Rice University in 1982 and her J.D. from Stanford Law School in
1985.

Claire Ann Richman is a partner in the Madison, Wis., office of Steinhilber Swanson LLP, where she
concentrates her practice in bankruptcy, real estate, and commercial and claim litigation. She served
on ABI’s Board of Directors, was appointed to the panel of chapter 7 trustees for the Western District
of Wisconsin from 2004-11, and was formerly a member of the National Association of Bankruptcy
Trustees’ New Trustee Advisory Committee. She is also past chair of the State Bar of Wisconsin’s
Bankruptcy, Insolvency and Creditors’ Rights Section and serves as co-chair of its Legislative Com-
mittee. Ms. Richman formerly served as chair of both ABI’s Central States Advisory Board and the
State Bar of Wisconsin’s Convention Committee, and she was a member of the Ethics Committee for
the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees. She is a Fellow of the Wisconsin Law Foundation.
In 2005, she was recognized as one of the “Top 25 Female SuperLawyers,” and she has been named
a “SuperLawyer” in Law & Politics and Milwaukee Magazine. Ms. Richman received her B.A. from
Marquette University in 1987 and her J.D. from the University of Wisconsin in 1993.

Mitchell E. Rishe is a deputy attorney general with the California Attorney General’s Office in
Los Angeles. He practices environmental law in the Office’s Land Law Section, representing Cali-
fornia state agencies including the Coastal Commission, State Lands Commission, Department of
Conservation, Department of Parks and Recreation, and the Department of Housing and Commu-
nity Development. Mr. Rishe’s work includes defending Coastal Commission permitting decisions;
representing California in federal court in connection with bankruptcy proceedings of oil, gas and
mining companies; defending the Department of Parks and Recreation in litigation involving State
Vehicular Recreation Areas (off-road vehicle parks); and challenging Trump Administration efforts
to roll back protections against discriminatory housing practices. His cases at the Attorney General’s
Office include Sunshine Enterprises v. California Coastal Commission, No. B284459 (Cal. Ct. App.
Mar. 22, 2019) (affirming Commission’s denial of after-the-fact permit for a Santa Monica hotel built
without a coastal development permit); and in private practice include Palmer/Sixth Street Properties,
L.P. v. City of Los Angeles, 175 Cal. App. 4th 1396 (Cal. Ct. App. 2009) (invalidating Los Angeles’s

1229



2019 WINTER LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

inclusionary housing ordinance as inconsistent with the Costa-Hawkins Rental Housing Act, Cal.
Civ. Code, § 1954.50, et seq.). He also has represented state agencies in mediation and settlements,
including, among others, the 2015 Refugio oil spill in Santa Barbara County; a constitutional takings
claim brought by a bankrupt oil and gas company against the state in connection with the decommis-
sioning of the company’s oil and gas facilities; proceedings brought by a local air pollution control
district against the Department of Parks and Recreation for pollution caused by off-highway vehicle
riding; proceedings brought by or against the Coastal Commission relating to coastal development;
and claims against the state relating to the permitting of underground injection wells. In addition, he
participated in mandatory settlement conferences in California Environmental Quality Act cases (Cal.
Pub. Resources Code § 21167.8). Mr. Rishe has been with the Attorney General’s Office since 2008.
He received his B.S. from the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania in 1993 and his J.D.
from UCLA School of Law in 1997.

William J. Rochelle, I1I is ABI’s Editor-at-Large and resides in New York. Previously, he published
for Bloomberg from 2007-15. Prior to his second career in journalism, Mr. Rochelle practiced bank-
ruptcy law for 35 years, including 17 years as a partner in the New York office of Fulbright & Jawor-
ski LLP. In addition to writing, he travels the country for ABI, speaking to bar groups and profes-
sional organizations on hot topics in the turnaround community and trends in consumer bankruptcies.
Mr. Rochelle earned his undergraduate and law degrees from Columbia University, where he was a
Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar.

Dr. Jacob Nathan Rubin is a physician at Sherman Oaks Hospital in Sherman Oaks, Calif., where
he specializes in internal medicine and cardiovascular disease. He is also affiliated with Valley Pres-
byterian Hospital, Kaiser Foundation Hospital - Panorama City and Encino Hospital Medical Center.
Dr. Rubin completed his residency at LAC+USC Medical Center in Los Angeles.

Jessica Scardina is chair of Vicente Sederberg LLP’s Colorado regulatory law practice in Denver
and routinely advises clients on how to navigate the complex and rapidly changing regulatory land-
scape. She joined Vicente Sederberg in 2014, when adult-use marijuana licensing began in Colorado,
and focuses her practice almost exclusively on marijuana licensing and regulatory compliance. Work-
ing closely with businesses as well as state and local regulatory officials, Ms. Scardina helps develop
and implement marijuana regulations to advance the marijuana industry in a dynamic and responsible
manner. She has assisted clients in obtaining marijuana licenses in various jurisdictions throughout
Colorado and is well-versed in the regulations and practices of the MED and most jurisdictions along
the Front Range. Ms. Scardina received her B.A. cum laude from the University of California, Santa
Cruz and her J.D. from the University of Denver Sturm College of Law, where she served as a staff
editor for the University of Denver Law Review.

Dr. Jerry Seelig established and is president of Seelig+Cussigh HCO LLC (S+C) in Culver City, Ca-
lif., which provides consulting services to health care providers and governmental agencies. In May
2019, he was appointed patient care ombudsman (PCO) for LifeCare Health Partners, an operator of
17 long-term acute-care hospitals based in Plano, Texas,; he has been appointed PCO in 26 cases and
as consumer privacy ombudsman in six health care cases. Dr. Seelig has been employed as medical
records custodian on multiple occasions, and over the past six years the firm has completed medical
records projects involving approximately 100,00 patients. He was appointed as a monitor by the LA
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City District Attorney’s Office to provide oversight to a skilled nursing facility and to ensure that
the facility corrects multiple deficiencies in resident care and ends its program of dumping homeless
residents. Dr. Seelig serves as a consultant to the CEO of LA Care for both the Verity bankruptcy
and to develop programs and resources for skilled nursing, congregant care,custodial care and other
community-based programs. He is a member of the Central District of California Bankruptcy Court
Mediator Panel and has appeared on multiple state and local bar association panels and continuing
education programs. Dr. Seelig has been interviewed on NPR, in the Wall Street Journal and in a wide
range of local newspapers and specialty publications. He has published articles in the ABI Journal
and in Riverside Lawyer Magazine, Payers and Providers and FierceHealth Finance, and he has
published additional articles on the safety net health care system, patient confidential medical infor-
mation and hospital bankruptcies. Dr. Seelig received his Bachelor’s degree in urban planning from
the University of Illinois, Urbana in 1971, his Master’s degree with studies in education, economics
and social policy from Harvard University in 1972, and his Ph.D. in social work and public policy at
the University of Chicago from 1977-80.

James Patrick Shea is chair of the Creditors’ Rights Practice Group of Kolesar & Leatham in Las
Vegas and has more than 35 years of experience advising financial institutions, landlords, vendors,
creditors’ committees, debtors, bankruptcy trustees and other parties in business bankruptcy pro-
ceedings and commercial litigation matters. He is nationally recognized in the field of commercial
insolvency and reorganization and is a former ABI president and chairman. An ABI member since
1988, he has also served as ABI’s Vice President-Communications & Information Technology and
was the founding chair of ABI’s Subcommittee on Gaming Insolvencies and Reorganizations. Most
recently, he co-authored ABI’s Individual Chapter 11. Mr. Shea chairs ABI’s Civility Task Force and
is a former program chair of ABI’s Southwest Bankruptcy Conference. He also is the founding and
current chairman of the State Bar of Nevada’s Bankruptcy Law Section, co-chaired the Ninth Circuit
Lawyer Representatives for the District of Nevada, and served on the Ninth Circuit Judicial Confer-
ence Executive Committee. Mr. Shea has represented clients in significant hotel/casino bankrupt-
cies, including those filed by Landmark, Marina, Riviera, Bally’s, Gold River, Stratosphere, Arizona
Charlie’s, Debbie Reynolds, Aladdin Hotel & Casino, Hooters Hotel & Casino, Stations Casinos,
and Lucky Dragon Hotel and Casino. He has also handled high-profile bankruptcies involving such
companies such as National Airlines, Sunworld Airlines, AgriBioTech, Mego Financial, Amerco (U-
Haul), USA Capital, Pegasus Mining, Veris Gold, Vegas TV and Lake Las Vegas. Mr. Shea is AV-
rated by Martindale-Hubbell and is consistently listed in The Best Lawyers in America and Mountain
West Super Lawyers. He received both his undergraduate degree and his J.D. from the University of
Arizona, where he received the chairmanship to the Moot Court Board and the Mitchell C. Nelson
Award for legal scholarship.

Andrew H. Sherman is a member of Sills Cummis & Gross P.C. in Newark, N.J., and chairs its
Creditors’ Rights/Bankruptcy Reorganization practice group. He has represented clients in a broad
range of complex business reorganizations, debt restructurings and insolvency matters throughout the
country. In addition to advising companies experiencing financial difficulties, Mr. Sherman routinely
represents lenders and other parties in financings and acquisitions involving troubled companies. He
has focused his practice on representing investment management firms in debt-restructuring matters,
commercial workouts and chapter 11 cases in such cases as Motor Coach Industries Int’l Inc. and
Marcal Paper Mills Inc. He has also represented unsecured creditors’ committees in 15 recent hos-
pital bankruptcy cases, and has represented parties in significant commercial litigation in the New
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York and New Jersey federal and state courts. Previously, Mr. Sherman was associated with Parker
Chapin Flattau & Klimpl, LLP in New York City. He is a member of the American, New York and
Essex County Bar Associations, ABI and the Turnaround Management Association, and he is a for-
mer master of the Bankruptcy Inn of Court. He is admitted to practice in New York and New Jersey,
before the U.S. District Courts for the District of New Jersey and the Southern, Northern and Eastern
Districts of New York, and before the U.S. Third Circuit Court of Appeals and the U.S. Supreme
Court. Mr. Sherman received his A.B. from Cornell University in 1988 and his J.D. from Cardozo
School of Law in 1991.

Alan T. Simpson is an Assistant U.S. Attorney for the Western District of Missouri in Kansas City,
where he focuses on health care investigations and parallel proceedings. He also represents federal
agencies in bankruptcy court. Before joining the Department of Justice, Mr. Simpson was in private
practice in Kansas City, Mo., with the Graves Garrett law firm and clerked for Hon. Julie A. Robinson
in the U.S. District Court for the District of Kansas and Hon. Arthur I. Harris in the U.S. Bankruptcy
Court for the Northern District of Ohio. He received his undergraduate degree magna cum laude from
the University of Missouri and his J.D. with honors from Washington University School of Law.

Sheila T. Smith is an advisor to Gordon Brothers in Boston and has 25 years of experience in financial
advisory and restructuring services serving in numerous industry leadership positions. Most notably,
she had a 15-year career at Deloitte as Restructuring Service Line Leader for the Americas Region,
Service Line leader of the U.S. and the New England FAS practice. Ms. Smith has participated in
hundreds of bankruptcy, restructuring, financial consulting and § 363 sell-side advisory engagements.
She is considered a leading authority in the restructuring marketplace and has been recognized by nu-
merous professional organizations, including ABI, the Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership (HOBY), the
International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC), the New York Institute
of Credit (NYIC) and the Turnaround Management Association (TMA), which inducted her into its
Hall of Fame and awarded her its TMA Chairman’s Award. Ms. Smith began her professional career
as a special education teacher who moved to Boston to pursue her MBA. Thereafter, she was a senior
finance officer of a building materials company that failed, which introduced her to insolvency. Ms.
Smith received her B.S. and M.S. in special education and teaching from the State University of New
York College at Buffalo and her M.B.A. from Boston University Questrom School of Business.

Fredric Sosnick is the Financial Restructuring & Insolvency Team leader at Shearman & Sterling
LLP in New York, where he focuses on advising clients in connection with large and complex domes-
tic and international out-of-court restructurings and U.S. chapter 11 cases. He represents debtors, of-
ficial creditors’ committees, lender groups, DIP lenders, creditors and acquirers of assets. Mr. Sosnick
is a former member of the firm’s Executive Group and Policy Committee. He is admitted to practice
in New York and before the U.S. District Courts for the Southern and Eastern Districts of New York.
Mr. Sosnick received his undergraduate degree cum laude in 1987 from the State University of New
York at Albany and his J.D. magna cum laude in 1990 from The American University Washington
College of Law.

Stephen A. Spitzer is a director with AlixPartners LLP in New York and has more than 18 years of
management and consulting experience, navigating both debtors and creditors through restructurings.
He focuses on cross-border restructuring, contingency planning and crisis management, liquidity
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management, business planning and operational-cost reduction. Mr. Spitzer’s operational experience
includes acting as the senior financial executive for a division of a multibillion-dollar direct market-
ing and media company, interim treasurer for a publicly traded manufacturing company, and CFO for
a private-equity-backed magazine publishing company. He is also experienced in establishing finan-
cial control policies and procedures, developing long-range business plans, designing management
reporting tools and creating liquidity forecasts. Mr. Spitzer has spent the last 10 years as a consultant
providing restructuring leadership and investment banking services for companies in the media, di-
rect marketing, entertainment, manufacturing and telecommunications industries.

Elizabeth E. Stephens is Of Counsel with Sullivan Hill Lewin Rez & Engel and serves as manag-
ing attorney of its Las Vegas office. She practices in the area of insolvency and bankruptcy, primarily
representing trustees and creditors in consumer bankruptcies. She is also an experienced appellate
lawyer, having successfully litigated before the Ninth Circuit, the Ninth Circuit Bankruptcy Appel-
late Panel, the courts of the District of Nevada and the Supreme Court of the State of Nevada, and the
State of Wisconsin. She also is admitted to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court. Previously, Ms.
Stephens was an assistant state public defender for the State of Wisconsin in the Appellate Division,
where she litigated hundreds of criminal appeals in the state and federal courts. She also represented
consumer debtors in chapter 7 and 13 bankruptcies. Ms. Stephens received her B.A. in 1969 from
Alverno College, her M.A.L.S. in 1971 from the University of Wisconsin and her J.D. cum laude
in 1984 from Marquette University Law School, where she was a staff editor of the Marquette Law
Review.

Inez Feltscher Stepman is a senior policy analyst at the Independent Women’s Forum in Wash-
ington, D.C. She has worked in education policy for seven years, and prior to joining IWF was the
director of Education and Workforce Development at the American Legislative Exchange Council.
Ms. Stepman’s research focuses on educational freedom, school choice, and the cultural impact of
empowering parents with control over their children’s educations. She is the author of numerous
policy papers, including the annually compiled Report Card on American Education, which ranks the
states across six aspects of education policy. Her thoughts on education policy have been published
in numerous outlets, such as the Washington Examiner, Orange County Register, The Hill and others,
and she frequently testifies as an expert in state legislatures across the country. She also is a senior
contributor to The Federalist, for which she writes on subjects ranging from feminism to fashion,
and the Thursday editor of BRIGHT, a women’s daily newsletter. Ms. Stepman received her B.A. in
philosophy from the University of California, San Diego and her J.D. from the University of Virginia
School of Law.

Hon. Elizabeth S. Stong has served as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of New York
in Brooklyn since 2003. Prior to her appointment the bench, she was a litigation partner and associate
at Willkie Farr & Gallagher in New York, an associate at Cravath, Swaine & Moore, and law clerk to
Hon. A. David Mazzone, U.S. District Judge in the District of Massachusetts. Judge Stong is a mem-
ber of the Council on Foreign Relations, the Council of the American Law Institute, the board of the
ABA Center for Innovation, and the Advisory Committee of Columbia University’s Committee on
Global Thought, and she holds leadership roles in the International Insolvency Institute, Practising
Law Institute, P.R.I.LM.E. Finance, American Bar Foundation, and the ABA’s Business Law Section,
International Law Section and Judicial Division. Her past positions include president of the Harvard
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Law School Association, chair of the NCBJ International Judicial Relations Committee and chair
of the New York City Bar’s ADR Committee. She also served on the ABA’s Standing Committee
on Pro Bono and Public Service, Standing Committee on the American Judicial System, Standing
Committee on Continuing Legal Education, Commission on Women in the Profession, and Commis-
sion on Homelessness and Poverty. Judge Stong has trained judges in more than 25 countries on five
continents, including Central Europe, North, Central and West Africa, Central Asia, the Middle East,
and the Arabian Peninsula with the U.S. Commerce Department, the World Bank, ABA-ROLI and
INSOL, among other organizations. She has consulted with the Supreme Court of China and People’s
High Courts in Beijing and Guangzhou, and led judicial workshops in Cambodia, Argentina, Brazil
and Chile. Judge Stong received the ABA Glass Cutter Award, the NYIC Hon. Cecelia Goetz Award,
the Brooklyn Bar Association’s Freda Nisnewitz Award for Pro Bono Service, the Association of
Insolvency & Restructuring Advisors Judicial Service Award, and the MFY Legal Services Scales of
Justice Award. She is an adjunct professor at Brooklyn Law School and St. John’s University School
of Law. Judge Stong received her A.B. magna cum laude from Harvard University and her J.D. from
Harvard Law School.

Thomas M. Strauss, CPA, CCTS is a vice president and director of Client Services at Wilmington
Trust SP Services, Inc. in Wilmington, Del., where he is responsible for managing its Special Purpose
Vehicle (SPV) business in the U.S., which provides directors, managers and officers administrative,
accounting and tax services for a wide variety of structured-finance and securitization vehicles. He
and his team specialize in transactions including ABS, MBS, SIVs, CD’s, CLOs, real estate financ-
ings and others. Mr. Strauss joined Wilmington Trust in 1991 with expertise in tax and accounting
services. Earlier in his career, he practiced public accounting for a firm in Pennsylvania. Mr. Strauss
is a member of the American Institute of CPAs, the Pennsylvania Institute of CPAs and the Ameri-
can Securitization Forum. He received his Bachelor’s degree in accounting from Pennsylvania State
University.

Joshua A. Sussberg is a partner in the Restructuring Group of Kirkland & Ellis LLP in New York,
where he represents debtors, creditors, equity-holders and investors in all aspects of restructuring dis-
tressed companies. He has a broad range of transactional and litigation experience across a number of
industries, including retail, energy, manufacturing, media and transportation. He has also represented
clients in multi-jurisdictional and cross-border matters. Mr. Sussberg has been recognized as a lead-
ing lawyer in Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for Business each year since 2011. He also
was recognized by The Deal as the 2018 Consumer/Retail Lawyer of the Year following the 2017
representations of companies including BCBG, Gymboree, Mood Media, Toys “R” Us and Charming
Charlie. Mr. Sussberg was selected to ABI’s inaugural “40 Under 40” class in 2017. He received his
B.S. magna cum laude from Syracuse University S.I. Newhouse School of Public Communications
in 2000 and his J.D. cum laude in 2003 from the Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law, where he was
symposia editor of the Benjamin N. Cardozo Law Review.

Donald L. Swanson is a shareholder with Koley Jessen P.C., L.L.O. in Omaha, Neb., and has been
practicing bankruptcy law since 1980. He grew up on a livestock farm in Nebraska’s Sandhills,
became Nebraska State FFA President (1973-74), and achieved FFA’s “American Farmer Degree.”
During the 1980s farm crisis, Mr. Swanson represented debtors in more than 40 chapter 12 cases,
achieving a confirmed plan and discharge in all but one. In Delaware’s $1.5 billion ethanol bank-
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ruptey (In re VeraSun), he held an ex officio seat on the creditors’ committee as counsel for the ad
hoc committee of grain suppliers. Additionally, he recently achieved a confirmed chapter 11 plan for
a farmer in Iowa’s Northern District. Mr. Swanson publishes a blog on bankruptcy and mediation at
www.mediatbankry.com. He has been doing mediation-type work throughout his career while repre-
senting debtors, trustees, committees and others, and he is a court-approved mediator in both the U.S.
District and Bankruptcy Courts of Nebraska. Mr. Swanson is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy
Law by the American Board of Certification and is an active ABI member. He received his A.A. from
Grace University in 1976, his B.S. in political science from the University of Nebraska - Omaha in
1977, and his J.D. from the University of Nebraska - Lincoln in 1980, where he was an associate edi-
tor of the Nebraska Law Review.

Leon Szlezinger is co-head of Jefferies LLC’s Restructuring Department in New York and has more
than 25 years of professional experience advising troubled companies and their stakeholders. He
has advised company management and boards, secured lenders, bondholders and equityholders in
bankruptcy matters and out-of-court restructurings in the U.S. and overseas. Mr. Szlezinger has also
provided assistance to underperforming businesses and potential acquirers of distressed assets/enti-
ties, and has advised clients on general business issues. His industry specialization includes health
care, industrial, real estate, energy and aviation, and he has advised significant stakeholders in such
restructurings as Energy Future Holdings, Momentive, KV Pharmaceutical, American Airlines, East-
man Kodak, Quebecor, Delphi, Enron, Parmalat and Federal Mogul, having testified on numerous
occasions. Prior to joining Jefferies, Mr. Szlezinger was a senior managing director at Mesirow Fi-
nancial Consulting and a corporate recovery partner at KPMG and PricewaterhouseCoopers. A for-
mer co-chair of ABI’s Investment Banking Committee, he has frequently been recognized as a top
restructuring advisor by The Deal, has been included in the K&A Restructuring Register, been listed
in the Bankruptcy Insider as a top creditor advisor, and was featured in Turnaround & Workouts’s
“People to Watch.” He also received the 2014 Mega Turnaround of the Year award from the Turn-
around Management Association.

Lynn Lewis Tavenner is a founding member of Tavenner & Beran, PLC in Richmond, Va., where
she focuses primarily on bankruptcy, creditors’ rights, out-of-court workouts and business reorga-
nizations. She has also served as a chapter 11 trustee and litigation trustee, and since 1997 she has
been a member of the chapter 7 panel of trustees in Richmond. Ms. Tavenner previously served two
three-year terms on ABI’s Board of Directors and serves as a Fourth Circuit Council member for the
Credit Abuse Resistance Education (CARE) program. She has also served has served on the Board of
Governors and is a past president of the Bankruptcy Section of the Virginia State Bar, and is a Fellow
of the American College of Bankruptcy. AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell, Ms. Tavenner has been rec-
ognized for Bankruptcy/Creditors’ Rights in several editions of The Best Lawyers in America, Virgin-
ia Super Lawyers and Virginia Business Magazine. She has also been recognized as 2013 and 2015
“Richmond Litigation-Bankruptcy Lawyer of the Year” and as the 2014 “Richmond Bankruptcy and
Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Lawyer of the Year.” Ms. Tavenner received
her undergraduate degree magna cum laude from Bridgewater College and her J.D. from Washington
& Lee University School of Law, and subsequently clerked for Hon. Douglas O. Tice Jr.

Michael A. Teplitsky is a managing director with Wynnchurch Capital in Rosemont, Ill., and has
more than 15 years of experience in private-equity investing and corporate finance, as well as in
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investment origination and portfolio management. He focuses on the diversified-industries sector,
including business services, manufacturing, transportation, distribution and natural resources. Mr.
Teplitsky was involved in the execution of several Wynnchurch investments, including NSC Miner-
als, Northstar Aerospace, Rosboro, Texas Hydraulics and U.S. Pipe. Previously, he was with Lime
Rock Partners, a $6 billion global private-equity fund, where he was involved in the execution of
numerous basic material-sector investments across North America and Europe. Mr. Teplitsky began
his career at UBS in its Investment Banking Department in New York, where he was involved in a
number of mergers, acquisitions and financings across various industries. He received his B.A. from
Northwestern University and his M.B.A. from the Kellogg School of Management.

Frank P. Terzo is is a partner in the Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights and Health Law Practice of
Nelson Mullins Broad and Cassel LLP in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., where his practice is devoted to a
wide range of insolvency matters, particularly health care insolvency and restructuring cases. Re-
cently, he represented a $50 million bank syndication that had a secured claim against a significant
Florida-based holding company with multiple subsidiaries operating Medicare Advantage HMOs
and Medicare Advantage PFFSs in Florida, Texas, Georgia and Nevada. Additionally, he served as
special health care counsel in a well-publicized skilled-nursing home case that challenged CMS’s
termination of the SNF’s provider agreement in both the bankruptcy court, federal district court and
the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals. Most recently, he represented the UCC and now the liquidat-
ing trust in a critical-access hospital case involving a $300 million clinical laboratory fraud. Prior to
practicing law, Mr. Terzo spent 18 years in the health care industry, successfully starting up, manag-
ing and operating various public companies in physician practice management, comprehensive home
health care and national clinical laboratories. His experience in health care businesses has provided
numerous opportunities to represent trustees and committees in hospital, nursing home, diagnostic
center and HMO cases, as well as an appointment as a patient care ombudsman in the U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Court for the Middle District of Florida. Mr. Terzo is AV rated by Martindale-Hubbell, named
as a “Super Lawyer” by Florida Super Lawyers magazine, described as a “Top Attorney” in the South
Florida Legal Guide, and listed in the 2009-2020 editions of The Best Lawyers in America and the
2012-2019 editions of Chambers & Partners USA. He currently serves on the Bankruptcy Faculty
Advisory Board of St. John’s University School of Law in New York and on the advisory boards of
ABI’s Caribbean Insolvency Symposium and Alexander L. Paskay Bankruptcy Seminar. Mr. Terzo
is a former adjunct professor of bankruptcy law at Nova Southeastern University School of Law. He
received his B.S. from the University of Cincinnati and his J.D. with honors from Nova Southeastern
University Shepard Broad Law Center, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif.

James E. Van Horn, CPA, CIRA is a partner in the Washington, D.C., office of Barnes & Thornburg
LLP, where he focuses on restructuring and insolvency law. He is ranked as a Band 1 bankruptcy/
restructuring attorney by Chambers USA. Mr. Van Horn is an ABI Director and a member of the
Georgetown Views from the Bench Advisory Board and the Mid-Atlantic Endowment Committee.
Prior to joining Barnes & Thornburg, he was a partner with McGuireWoods and a senior consultant
in the Bankruptcy and Restructuring Services Practice of FTI Consulting, Inc., as well as a senior as-
sociate in the Business Recovery Services Division of PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP. Mr. Van Horn
received his M.B.A. from Joseph M. Katz Graduate School of Business and his J.D. from the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh School of Law.
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Eric E. Walker is a partner in the Chicago office of Perkins Coie LLP, where he focuses his practice
on all aspects of commercial litigation, financial restructuring and bankruptcy, including experience
representing debtors, creditors, asset-purchasers, examiners and trustees in bankruptcy proceedings
throughout the country. He has particular experience in the hotel and hospitality industry and regu-
larly represents hotel owners, developers, operators, lenders and major hotel brands in transactions,
state and federal litigation and bankruptcy. Mr. Walker represented the petitioners before the U.S.
Supreme Court in RadLAX Gateway Hotel, LLC, et al. v. Amalgamated Bank (Case No. 11-166), a
high-profile hotel bankruptcy case involving secured creditor cramdown. He also has particular ex-
perience in the health care industry, representing stalking-horse bidders, asset-purchasers, landlords
and other constituents in out-of-court restructuring negotiations, bankruptcy and litigation. His suc-
cessful representation of the asset purchaser in the contentious /n re Health Diagnostic Laboratories,
Inc. bankruptcy case was awarded the 2016 Restructuring Deal of the Year (Under $100M) by M&A
Advisors. Mr. Walker was named in ABI’s inaugural “40 Under 40” class of 2017. He is the current
education director of ABI’s Health Care Committee and sits on the advisory board for ABI’s Central
States Bankruptcy Workshop. In addition, he served as faculty member and author for the PLI 17th
Annual Commercial Real Estate Institute, and he frequently writes and speaks on issues of bankrupt-
cy, hospitality and health care law. Mr. Walker received his B.S.B.A. in finance in 2000 from Miami
University and his J.D. in 2006 from the University of Connecticut School of Law.

Brian K. Walsh is the leader of the restructuring and insolvency practice at Bryan Cave Leighton
Paisner LLP in St. Louis and also practices out of the firm’s Atlanta offices. He represents debtors,
secured lenders and other interested parties in chapter 11 bankruptcy cases, receiverships, workouts
and distressed transactions. He also regularly advises borrowers, lenders and corporate officers and
directors about their alternatives and duties in situations involving insolvency or financial distress.
Mr. Walsh is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and an experienced appellate advo-
cate. He argued before the U.S. Supreme Court in the Merit Management case during the October
2017 term, and he acts regularly as lead counsel in other appeals throughout the U.S., many of which
involve debtor/creditor issues. In addition, he taught for eight years as an adjunct professor in the Ap-
pellate Clinic at Washington University Law School, and he is a past president of the Eighth Circuit
Bar Association. Mr. Walsh received his undergraduate degree from Duke University and his J.D.
from Harvard Law School. Following law school, he clerked for Hon. Pasco M. Bowman of the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit.

Kaitlin R. Walsh is special counsel with Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky and Popeo, P.C. in
New York, where her practice in bankruptcy law is focused on complex corporate restructurings and
insolvencies. She represents indenture trustees, secured lenders, debtors, trade vendors, purchasers,
and other parties-in-interest in chapter 11 reorganizations, out-of-court restructurings and bankruptcy
litigation. Ms. Walsh’s restructuring experience spans a variety of industries and includes health care,
energy, gaming, real estate, retail, insurance and education. She has been listed in New York Super
Lawyers as a Rising Star — Bankruptcy: Business from 2015-18, and she is Communications co-chair
of the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation, as well as a member of the
Turnaround Management Association, American Bar Association and New York State Bar Associa-
tion. Ms. Walsh is admitted to practice in New Jersey and New York, and before the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Second Circuit and the U.S. District Courts for the District of New Jersey and the
Southern and Eastern Districts of New York. She received her B.A. from Rutgers University and her
J.D. from New York University School of Law.
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Hon. Eugene R. Wedoff served as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois in
Chicago from 1987-2015 and as chief judge from 2002-07. ABI’s Board Chairman, he served on
ABI’s Commission on Consumer Bankruptcy and devotes his present legal practice exclusively to
pro bono representations in bankruptcy appeals. Judge Wedoff presided over the chapter 11 reorga-
nization of United Air Lines, was a member of the Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy Rules from
2004-14 and served as its chair after 2010. His work on the Rules Committee involved both the
implementation of the means test forms and creation of the national form for chapter 13 plans. Judge
Wedoff was the president of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges from 2013-14 and also
served as a member of the NCBJ’s Board of Governors as its secretary and as chair of its education
committee. Judge Wedoff is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy, as well as a member of
the National Bankruptcy Conference. He is the author of the chapter on professional employment in
Queenan, Hendel and Hillinger, Chapter 11 Theory and Practice (LRP Publications 1994) and was
an associate editor of the American Bankruptcy Law Journal. Judge Wedoff is a frequent lecturer and
served as a member of the Federal Judicial Center’s Committee on Bankruptcy Judge Education. In
2016, he received the Judge William L. Norton Jr. Judicial Excellence Award; in 2009, he received the
Lawrence P. King Award from the Commercial Law League; and in 1995, he received the Excellence
in Education Award from the NCBJ. Judge Wedoff graduated from the college and law school of the
University of Chicago.

Jordan A. Wishnew is a senior associate in the Financial Restructuring & Insolvency practice of
Shearman & Sterling in New York, where his practice focuses on representing ad hoc secured lender
groups, bank agents, distressed investors, DIP lenders and debtors in all aspects of large and complex
domestic out-of-court restructurings and U.S. chapter 11 cases. Prior to joining Shearman & Ster-
ling, he worked in the business restructuring group of another major international law firm, where he
regularly represented official creditors, committees, debtors and independent fiduciaries in chapter 11
cases. Mr. Wishnew is a frequent author on all aspects of bankruptcy practice in publications includ-
ing the ABI Journal, New York Law Journal and others. He is a member of ABI, the Association of
Commercial Finance Attorneys and the Turnaround Management Association. Mr. Wishnew is admit-
ted to practice in New York and New Jersey, and before the U.S. District Courts for the Eastern and
Southern Districts of New York and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit. He received his
B.A. in political science from Emory University and his J.D. from Brooklyn law School.

Donald A. Workman is a partner in the Business Group and head of BakerHostetler’s Bankruptcy
& Creditors’ Rights practice in Washington, D.C. He is ranked by Chambers USA and AV-rated
by Martindale-Hubbell for preeminence in his field and his ethical standards. Mr. Workman’s prac-
tice areas include business bankruptcy, creditors’ rights, debtor reorganizations, general insolvency,
stockbroker liquidations and commercial litigation. He has experience in representing constituencies
around the country and overseas involved in major reorganizations and workouts, including creditor
committees, secured creditors, debtors, trustees, debtor-in-possession lenders and asset-purchasers.
Mr. Workman also counsels entities and individuals in the specialized area of distressed-debt arbi-
trage matters. He has been actively involved in the ABI for over 25 years as an author, committee
member, committee chair and panelist. He currently serves on ABI’s Board of Directors. Mr. Work-
man received his B.A. in 1977 from the University of Florida and his J.D. cum laude in 1991 from
Stetson University College of Law.
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Peter J. Young is a partner in the Business Solutions, Governance, Restructuring & Bankruptcy
Group of Proskauer Rose LLP in Los Angeles, where he concentrates his practice on complex corpo-
rate workouts, restructurings and bankruptcies. He represents public and private companies, boards
of directors, lenders, unsecured creditors, sellers, purchasers and investors in a wide variety of out-
of-court and in-court workout, restructuring and reorganization matters. He also represents parties in
bankruptcy-related litigation. Mr. Young is the newsletter editor for ABI’s Commercial and Regula-
tory Law Committee and is a member of the Turnaround Management Association. He has been listed
in Chambers USA for Bankruptcy/Restructuring: Illinois for 2014-18, The Legal 500 United States
for Finance and Corporate Restructuring (Including Bankruptcy) for 2016, I/linois Super Lawyers for
2017-19 and as a Rising Star for 2010 and 2012, and in The Best Lawyers in America for 2019-2020.
He is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell. Mr. Young received his B.A. with honors in 1993
from Central Michigan University in 1993, his M. A. with highest honors in 1995 from Ball State Uni-
versity and his J.D. summa cum laude in 2002 from Indiana University Robert H. McKinney School
of Law, where he was editor-in-chief of the Indiana Law Review from 2001-02.

Rafael X. Zahralddin-Aravena is a lawyer with Elliott Greenleaf in Wilmington, Del., and has more
than 25 years of experience advising businesses in corporate and commercial litigation, insolvency,
distressed M&A, compliance, corporate formation, corporate governance, commercial transactions,
cyber law, regulatory actions and cross-border issues. In 2007, he founded the firm’s Wilmington
office, which specializes in business law and litigation in all federal and state courts. Mr. Zahrald-
din-Aravena represents clients in all aspects of bankruptcy and restructuring and has experience in
international commercial law issues, including cross-border insolvency. He has represented dozens
of creditors’ committees and individual creditors, particularly trade creditors, in some of the largest
bankruptcies filed in the U.S., including in key jurisdictions such as the Southern District of New York
and the District of Delaware. Mr. Zahralddin-Aravena is an extensive writer and lecturer, and he is co-
editor of the American Bar Association’s Reorganizing Failing Businesses (3rd Ed. 2017). He was a
tenure-track associate professor at Chapman University School of Law, where he taught international
commercial and trade law and, prior to that, a Senior Writing Fellow at Georgetown University Law
Center. He also clerked for Hon. Samuel L. Bufford of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Central
District of California. Mr. Zahralddin-Aravena has recently been recognized as a Top 50 Latino Law-
yer by Latino Leaders Magazine, as a Philadelphia Inquirer Legal Influencer for bankruptcy law, by
Martindale-Hubbell as an AV-Preeminent lawyer, as a Fellow of the American Bar Foundation, and
as a Pennsylvania Super Lawyer for Debtor and Creditor Rights. Mr. Zahralddin-Aravena received
his B.S. in architecture from the University of Virginia and his J.D. from Widener University School
of Law, where he served as an articles editor for its law review and was published as a law student.
In addition, he received his LL.M in international and comparative law from Georgetown University
Law Center.
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