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Omar J. Alaniz is a partner in the Financial Restructuring Group of Baker Botts L.L.P. in Dallas 
and represents debtors and creditors in chapter 11 reorganizations and bankruptcy-related litigation 
and appeals, including prevailing in oral argument before the Texas Supreme Court. Previously, he 
clerked for Hon. D. Michael Lynn of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District of Texas. He 
was also an adjunct faculty member at SMU Dedman School of Law, where he taught creditors’ rights 
and chapter 11 reorganization. He coaches the national champion SMU Duberstein Moot Court team. 
Mr. Alaniz is the former chair of the Texas State Bar’s Bankruptcy Section and Dallas Bankruptcy 
Bar. He has been recognized in the 2015-2017 editions of Chambers USA, and he was an honoree in 
ABI’s first class of “40 Under 40” of the top insolvency professionals in 2017. In addition, in 2012, he 
received the “Sandra Day O’Connor Award for Professional Service” in the U.S. Supreme Court at an 
event hosted by Chief Justice John G. Roberts, Jr., and in 2013, the National LGBT Bar Association 
recognized him as a “Best LGBT Lawyer Under 40.” In 2013, the Texas Lawyer honored Mr. Alaniz 
as a “Legal Leader on the Rise “—a distinction recognizing only 25 lawyers under 40 in Texas. Mr. 
Alaniz received his B.A. in economics at Austin College in 2000 and his J.D. from the University of 
Texas School of Law in 2003, where he was a Susman Godfrey Moot Court Champion.

Alpesh A. Amin, CTP is a managing director and shareholder of Conway MacKenzie in Chicago and 
has more than 18 years of experience in the areas of corporate finance, restructuring and management 
consulting. He has served as an interim manager to companies and as an advisor to both companies 
and their stakeholders. Mr. Amin’s background includes corporate turnarounds and restructurings, 
strategic planning, business plan development and analysis, cash-flow and liquidity management, 
mergers and acquisitions advisory, debt/equity capital raises and transaction services. His industry 
experience includes automotive, building products, construction equipment, consumer products, 
direct marketing, distribution, financial services, food and beverage, gaming, grocery, health care, 
manufacturing, metals, packaging, printing and technology. Mr. Amin has advised both companies 
and their stakeholders involved in complex transformational phases such as business-model redesign, 
profit-enhancement, partial or entire company sale, capital raises, and mergers and acquisitions. He 
has also led several companies on an interim basis during corporate turnarounds and restructurings. 
Previously, Mr. Amin was managing director at MorrisAnderson, where he specialized in working 
with underperforming companies and their stakeholders. Prior to MorrisAnderson, he held manage-
ment-consulting positions with Huron Consulting Group, where he focused on restructurings and 
turnarounds and with Bridge Associates, LLC, where he specialized in turnaround and interim-man-
agement services. He also was part of Merrill Lynch’s Investment Banking Group, where he provided 
M&A advisory, and spent time working in Bank of America’s leveraged finance and syndications 
groups. Mr. Amin is a member of ABI and the Turnaround Management Association. He received his 
B.B.A. with concentrations in finance and management information systems from Miami University. 

Joel D. Applebaum is co-practice group leader of Clark Hill PLC’s Corporate Restructuring and 
Bankruptcy Practice Group in Birmingham, Mich., where he concentrates his practice in the areas of 
bankruptcy and corporate reorganization, creditors’ rights, and bankruptcy-related litigation and ap-
peals. He also is very experienced in state law creditors’ rights procedures, including assignments for 
the benefit of creditors, receiverships and trust mortgages. Mr. Applebaum is a member of the Michi-
gan, New York, Washington, American and Federal Bar Associations. He has authored numerous ar-
ticles on bankruptcy and creditors’ rights topics for various continuing legal education organizations, 
and is a co-author of the chapter on creditors’ committees for the multi-volume bankruptcy treatise, 
Chapter 11 Theory and Practice: A Guide to Reorganization, published by LRP Publications. Mr. 
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Applebaum is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and was selected as a leading attorney 
in bankruptcy and creditors’ rights in The Best Lawyers in America (2011 through present), Michigan 
Super Lawyers (2007 through present) and dBusiness magazine (2009 through present). He received 
his B.A. with honors from Michigan State University in 1979 and his J.D. with honors from Wayne 
State University Law School in 1983.

Linda V. Aron, CPA is a senior manager in the Financial Advisory Services Group of EisnerAmper 
LLP in New York and is the primary person within the group as it relates to bankruptcy estate tax 
returns and returns for trusts created through plans of reorganization. Her nearly 25 years of experi-
ence is comprised of more than 10 years of private-industry experience as controller for companies in 
varied industries. Ms. Aron provides accounting and consulting services to financially troubled com-
panies, chapter 11 debtors and creditors, unsecured creditors’ committees, chapter 7 and court-ap-
pointed litigation or liquidation trustees, receivers, examiners and federal agencies. She has handled 
reorganizations, insolvency analyses, trusts, forensic investigations and misappropriation of funds. 
Her experience and expertise incudes, but is not limited to, assisting debtors in the formulating and 
presenting of plans of reorganization, preparing monthly operating reports and business projections, 
and investigating and examining the books and records of debtors on behalf of creditors’ committees 
and chapter 7 and 11 trustees for fraudulent conveyances, preferential transfers and insider transac-
tions. In addition, she has handled special investigations for the FTC and prepared financial reports 
and tax returns for litigation and liquidation trusts. Ms. Aron received her B.S. and M.S. from New 
York University and her M.B.A. in accounting from Bernard M. Baruch College.

Richard T. Arrowsmith is a managing director with Alvarez & Marsal’s Healthcare Industry Group 
in Washington, D.C. He specializes in turnaround and restructuring advisory on behalf of senior lend-
ers, and his primary areas of concentration are sub-acute care, dental and laboratory companies. Most 
recently Mr. Arrowsmith served as CRO for Health Diagnostic Laboratory, Inc., an esoteric laborato-
ry testing company operating under chapter 11 bankruptcy protection located in Richmond, Va. (E.D. 
Va., Case No. 15-32919-KRH). Additionally, he is acting as creditor advisor in the wind-down and 
sale of Atherotech Inc., based in Birmingham, Ala. Mr. Arrowsmith’s notable assignments include 
leading the restructuring efforts on behalf of GE Healthcare related to its $600 million loan portfolio 
to Sunwest Management and affiliates, a multi-state-assisted living owner and operator that filed for 
chapter 11 bankruptcy in 2009. He also led the chapter 11 process for the Highgate Management 
portfolio of nursing homes through an extended § 363 sale and New York State licensure process. Mr. 
Arrowsmith has worked with clients across various industries, including dental, managed care, se-
nior living, skilled nursing and other subacute platforms, as well as many commercial real estate and 
equipment leasing portfolios. Additionally, he led the restructuring of the Devonshire CCRC in Palm 
Beach Gardens, a $160 million senior secured credit facility acquired from Merrill Lynch Capital. 
From 2001 until 2012, Mr. Arrowsmith was a senior vice president in the Special Assets Group of GE 
Capital’s Healthcare Financial Services division, where he led many restructuring and workout ef-
forts for cash-flow, asset-based equipment leases and real estate secured loans. He received his bach-
elor’s degree in finance from the University of Maryland and his M.S. from American University.

Adam C. Ballinger is a partner with Ballard Spahr LLP in Minneapolis, where his practice includes 
working in the areas of fraud and insolvency with an emphasis on Ponzi scheme-type frauds. He 
represents debtors, creditors, trustees and court-appointed receivers in all matters both in bankruptcy 
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proceedings and outside of bankruptcy proceedings, including state and federal courts, mediation and 
arbitration. He also represents both buyers and sellers of agricultural products in agricultural and food 
products litigation in both court and arbitration, including the National Grain and Feed Association. 
Mr. Ballinger teaches corporate bankruptcy at the University of Minnesota Law School as an adjunct 
professor. He is a member of ABI’s inaugural 2017 “40 Under 40” class, and is a member of the Min-
nesota State Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Section and the Turnaround Management Association. He 
also received “40 Under 40” recognition from the Minneapolis/St. Paul Business Journal, was a Next 
Generation Program Participant of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges in 2017, was listed 
in Minnesota Lawyer as Attorney of the Year in 2016, was named a Minnesota Super Lawyers Ris-
ing Star from 2014-17, and was named a North Star Lawyer by the Minnesota State Bar Association 
in 2013 and 2016. Mr. Ballinger is admitted to practice before the Supreme Court of Minnesota, the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eighth and Fifth Circuits, and the U.S. District Court for the District 
of Minnesota. He received his B.S. in 2004 from North Dakota State University and his J.D. in 2008 
from the University of Minnesota Law School.

Hon. Martin R. Barash is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Central District of California in Wood-
land Hills, sworn in on March 26, 2015. He brings more than 20 years of legal experience to the 
bench. Prior to his appointment, Judge Barash had served as a partner at Klee, Tuchin, Bogdanoff & 
Stern LLP in Los Angeles since 2001, where he counseled parties in chapter 11 cases and litigated 
chapter 7 and chapter 11 bankruptcy cases. He first joined the firm as an associate in 1999. Earlier 
in his career, Judge Barash worked as an associate of Stutman, Treister & Glatt P.C. in Los Angeles. 
He also has served as an adjunct professor of law at California State University, Northridge. Follow-
ing law school, Judge Barash clerked for Hon. Procter R. Hug, Jr. of the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Ninth Circuit from 1992-93. He is a member of ABI’s Board of Directors and a member of its 
Education Committee, and he is a member of the Board of Governors of the Financial Lawyers Con-
ference and a judicial director of the Los Angeles Bankruptcy Forum. He is also a frequent panelist 
on bankruptcy law issues. Judge Barash received his A.B. magna cum laude in 1989 from Princeton 
University and his J.D. in 1992 from the UCLA School of Law, where he served as member, editor, 
business manager and symposium editor of the UCLA Law Review.

Douglas A. Bates is a shareholder with Clark Partington Hart Larry Bond & Stackhouse, P.A. in 
Pensacola, Fla., and has handled insolvency matters, distressed business situations and special-asset 
cases across the State of Florida and the U.S., and across a wide range of industries including airline, 
hospitality, manufacturing, retail and financial services. In addition, his commercial and real estate 
litigation practice areas have allowed him to expand his reach into areas such as corporate dissolu-
tions, shareholder and partnership disputes, and receiverships. Mr. Bates is a Chambers-rated lawyer. 
He serves as a member of the Executive Council of the Business Law Section of The Florida Bar, and 
currently leads the Section’s legislative efforts within the State of Florida. He is also a member of The 
Florida Bar’s Standing Committee on Student Education and Bar Admissions, as well as numerous 
other local, statewide and national organizations. Mr. Bates received his B.S.B.A. summa cum laude 
from Birmingham Southern College and his J.D. cum laude from the University of Florida College 
of Law.

Lisa G. Beckerman is a partner with Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP in New York in its 
Financial Restructuring Group, where her practice focuses on corporate insolvency. She has repre-
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sented official and unofficial unsecured creditors’ committees and bondholder committees, debtors, 
unofficial committees of secured noteholders and acquirers of distressed businesses and assets in a 
number of industries, including manufacturing, airlines, media, retail, energy and real estate. Some 
of her recent representations include Boston Herald, Jack Cooper, Walter Energy, Chassix, Metro 
Affiliates, Pinnacle Airlines, Nortel Networks, Journal Register, YRC, WCI Communities, Delta Air 
Lines and Kaiser Aluminum. Ms. Beckerman serves on ABI’s Board of Directors and is a Fellow 
in the American College of Bankruptcy. She also serves on the Dean’s Advisory Board for Boston 
University School of Law. Ms. Beckerman is admitted to practice in the District of Columbia, New 
Jersey and New York, and before the U.S. District Courts for the Eastern and Southern Districts of 
New York and the District of New Jersey. She received her B.A. with honors from the University of 
Chicago in 1984, her M.B.A. from the University of Texas at Austin in 1986 and her J.D. from Boston 
University School of Law in 1989.

Steven N. Berger is a founding shareholder at Engelman Berger, P.C. in Phoenix and has focused his 
career on the resolution of complex business disputes through the effective representation of clients 
in bankruptcy or other reorganization proceedings, loan workouts, litigation and business transac-
tions. In particular, he has extensive experience in representing parties involved with troubled loans 
or troubled businesses. Mr. Berger has represented debtors, creditors, creditors’ committees, trust-
ees, examiners, lessors and asset-purchasers, and has acted as a trustee and examiner in a variety of 
bankruptcy and reorganization cases, for more than 30 years, and has also served as a mediator. He is 
board certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification and has held nu-
merous leadership positions within the Bankruptcy Section of the State Bar of Arizona, was founding 
member, vice president and program chair for the Arizona Bankruptcy American Inn of Court, and 
served as a lawyer representative to the Ninth Circuit from the District of Arizona. In March 2013, 
he was inducted as a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy. Mr. Berger received his B.A. in 
finance from Arizona State University in 1980 and his J.D. with highest distinction in 1984 from the 
University of Arizona, where he was an articles editor for the Arizona Law Review.

Ronit J. Berkovich is a partner in Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP’s Business Finance & Restructuring 
Department in New York, where she represents debtors, creditors, lenders, investors, and acquirers 
of assets in all aspects of distressed situations. She has served as debtors’ counsel in several of the 
largest and most significant chapter 11 cases in history, including General Motors, Lehman Brothers, 
WorldCom/MCI and Takata. She also has experience representing large and mid-market companies 
in prepackaged chapter 11 cases, out-of-court workouts and international restructurings in a variety of 
industries, and has provided advisory services to Fortune 500 companies and other companies on cor-
porate structuring strategies. Ms. Berkovich actively lectures on various topics relating to restructur-
ing (including for organizations such as the Practising Law Institute, Bloomberg Law, the American 
Bar Association, the American Bar Institute and Columbia Law School), taught legal research and 
writing at Harvard Law School for two years, and taught a seminar in economics at Harvard College. 
She is the co-editor of the Weil Bankruptcy Blog and has also written extensively, including articles 
published in The Banking Law Journal, The American University Law Review, Real Estate Finance 
and the Harvard Law School Bankruptcy Roundtable. Ms. Berkovich was profiled in Law360’s “Seal-
ing the Deal” in 2018 for her work advising Takata in its global restructuring and $1.6 billion asset 
sale to Key Safety. She has been named a Restructuring and Insolvency “Rising Star” by IFLR1000, 
a 2015 Bankruptcy “Rising Star” by Law360 and among the 2015 “Top Women” for Creditor Debtor 
Rights in New York by Super Lawyers. She has also been recognized by Turnarounds & Work-
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outs magazine as one of its Outstanding Young Restructuring Lawyers on multiple occasions. Ms. 
Berkovich co-chairs Women@Weil in New York, participates in TOWER (Taskforce on Women’s 
Engagement and Retention) and sits on Weil’s Hiring Committee. She is also a member of the Law-
yers Executive Committee and Bankruptcy and Reorganization Group of the UJA Federation of New 
York and co-chaired its Next Generation Bankruptcy and Reorganization Group for several years. In 
2013, she received the James H. Fogelson Emerging Leadership Award from the UJA Federation of 
New York. She is also on the Alumni Advisory Board for the Harvard Association for Law and Busi-
ness. Ms. Berkovich received her B.A. with distinction from the University of Virginia in 1997 and 
her J.D. magna cum laude from Harvard Law School in 2001.

Geoffrey L. Berman is a senior vice president of Development Specialists, Inc. in Los Angeles and 
has more than 35 years of experience in the extension of secured and unsecured credit and the liqui-
dation of numerous businesses. He has expertise in all types of insolvency case administrations with 
a specialty in the area of general assignments for the benefit of creditors (in various businesses and 
industries including wholesale seafood, retail auto parts, various manufacturing concerns, wholesale 
nursery operations and high-tech companies), and liquidating and creditor trusts under chapter 11 
reorganization plans, and has served as an examiner and federal court receiver. A certified mediator, 
Mr. Berman is on the bankruptcy mediation panel for the Central District of California, as well as the 
register of mediators for the District of Delaware, and he has served as a federal court receiver. Mr. 
Berman currently serves as trustee of the USACM Liquidating Trust, the post-confirmation estate for 
USA Commercial Mortgage in Las Vegas. In that capacity, he is responsible for prosecuting causes 
of action against the principals and professionals in an effort to recover millions of dollars for the 
benefit of thousands of direct lenders to the company. He is also the post-confirmation trustee for the 
Syntax Brillian Corp. Liquidation and Lender Trusts, as established by the confirmed plan in these 
District of Delaware cases. Prior to joining DSI, Mr. Berman was with Credit Managers Association 
of California for 11 years, where he was managed its Adjustment Bureau and was a member of the 
association’s senior management. He served as ABI’s president from April 2011 to April 2012 and 
before that as its vice president-publications, overseeing the ABI Journal and other publication proj-
ects. He was also a member of ABI’s Executive and Management Committees. Mr. Berman wrote the 
ABI manual on general assignments, General Assignments for the Benefit of Creditors: The ABCs of 
ABCs, now in its third edition (2015). He also served as contributing editor and co-executive editor to 
the ABI Journal and authored a law review article published in the ABI Law Review. Mr. Berman has 
been responsible for the administration of numerous other post-confirmation estates, including Siz-
zler Restaurants International, Inc. Creditor Trust, WATTSHealth Foundation Creditor Trust (result-
ing from a state court conservatorship) and Horizon Natural Resources Liquidating Trust, and Vista 
Hospital Systems. He has also administered the liquidation of numerous businesses through general 
assignments. Mr. Berman is a member of the Los Angeles, Orange County and Bay Area Bankruptcy 
Forums and the Association of Insolvency Accountants, and is a frequent lecturer on bankruptcy and 
insolvency subjects. He received his B.B.A. with honors from the University of the Pacific in 1975 
with a degree in business administration (accounting and finance) and his J.D. from Southwestern 
University School of Law in Los Angeles.

Michael L. Bernstein is a partner in the Washington, D.C., office of Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer 
LLP and chairs its national bankruptcy and corporate restructuring practice. He represents secured and 
unsecured creditors, committees, bondholders, investors, asset-purchasers, debtors and other parties 
in a wide variety of bankruptcy and corporate-restructuring matters and in related litigation through-
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out the United States. Mr. Bernstein is a co-author of ABI’s Bankruptcy in Practice, now in its Fifth 
Edition, and Chapter 11-101: The Nuts and Bolts of Chapter 11 Practice CD-Rom. A Fellow of the 
American College of Bankruptcy, he has written numerous articles, lectured on bankruptcy law topics 
and been interviewed by major newspapers and on television and radio. He has also testified before 
Congress as an independent expert on the status of collective bargaining agreements and retiree and 
pension benefits in bankruptcy. Mr. Bernstein has been recognized as a leading bankruptcy lawyer by 
numerous publications, including The Best Lawyers in America, Chambers USA: America’s Leading 
Business Lawyers, The Legal 500 US: Corporate and Finance, Guide to the World’s Leading Insol-
vency and Restructuring Lawyers, Washington D.C. Super Lawyers, Washingtonian Magazine and 
Lawdragon 3000 Leading Lawyers in America. He received his A.B. from Brandeis University and 
his J.D. from Northwestern School of Law.

Dave Berson is an attorney with Berson Law Group LLP in Overland Park, Kan., and has more than 
27 years of experience in business, securities and banking law. He assists start-up blockchain and 
cryptocurrency companies with their securities, tax and money-transmitter regulatory issues. He also 
assists undercapitalized banks that are owned by holding companies subject to chapter 7 and 11 bank-
ruptcy petitions. Mr. Berson maintains an informational website on U.S. cryptocurrency and digital 
asset law at blockchainlawguide.com. He received his J.D. from Columbia University School of Law.

Ian C. Bifferato is director of the law firm of The Bifferato Firm, P.A. in Wilmington, Del., and  fo-
cuses his practice on complex litigation, products liability, and creditors’ rights and business reorgani-
zation, as well as the mediation of commercial disputes, including appeals from the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court for the District of Delaware, secured lender disputes, general corporate litigation, preference 
litigation and creditor rights issues, and arbitration. He is admitted to the Delaware Bar, the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the District of Delaware and the U.S. Third Circuit Court of Appeals. Mr. Bifferato is 
a member of the Delaware, Federal and American Bar Associations, co-chair of the Delaware State 
Bar Association’s Professional Ethics Committee, assistant treasurer to the Delaware State Bar As-
sociation’s Executive Committee, and a member of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court Rules Committee for 
the District of Delaware and the Mediation Panel for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of 
Delaware. He received his B.A. in 1990 from the University of Delaware and his J.D. in 1994 from 
Widener University School of Law.

James E. Bird is a senior partner and former chair of the Bankruptcy and Financial Restructuring 
practice at Polsinelli in Kansas City, Mo., where he focuses his practice on corporate bankruptcy, 
financial restructuring, bankruptcy and debtor/creditor litigation, distressed-asset sales and insurance 
company insolvency, as well as nonbankruptcy alternatives. His practice has included a broad spec-
trum of industries, including health care, insurance, real estate, trucking, manufacturing, agriculture, 
retail and nonprofit. Mr. Bird has been recognized in The Best Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy 
and Creditor/Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law (2005-Present) and is an author of 
Polsinelli’s The Devil’s Dictionary of Bankruptcy Terms, the app for which is currently available 
for free on iTunes. He received his B.A. in 1976 from the University of Missouri-Kansas City, his 
M.B.A. from the University of Missouri-Kansas City in 1978 and his J.D. with honors from Wash-
burn University School of Law in 1980.
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Hon. Hannah L. Blumenstiel is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of California in 
San Francisco. Prior to her appointment on Feb. 11, 2013, Judge Blumenstiel was an associate (2003-
08) and then a partner (2008-12) with Winston & Strawn LLP, where she focused her practice on 
creditors’ rights litigation in state and federal court, including bankruptcy court. From 2001 to 2003, 
Judge Blumenstiel was an associate with Murphy Sheneman Julian & Rogers LLP, where she repre-
sented debtors, creditors and trustees in bankruptcy cases and adversary proceedings. She served as 
a law clerk to Hon. Charles M. Caldwell of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of 
Ohio (Eastern Division) from 1998 to 2001, and from 1997-98, she represented the State of Ohio’s 
interests in bankruptcy cases as an assistant attorney general with the Revenue Recovery Section of 
the Ohio Attorney General’s Office. Judge Blumenstiel sits on ABI’s Board of Directors. She received 
her J.D. from Capital University Law School in 1997 while working full-time for the Columbus Bar 
Association as director of its pro bono initiative, “Lawyers for Justice,” and her B.A. from Ohio State 
University in 1992.

John R. Bollinger is a shareholder with the Boleman Law Firm, P.C. and partner-in-charge of its 
Hampton, Va., office. The firm focuses exclusively in the area of consumer bankruptcy law and is the 
largest consumer bankruptcy practice in Virginia. He is a frequent speaker at local, regional and na-
tional organizations and is past president of the board of the Tidewater Bankruptcy Bar Association. 
He currently serves as a Special Projects Leader on ABI’s Consumer Bankruptcy Committee and is 
an editor for ABI’s VOLO project. Mr. Bollinger has been has been recognized by Super Lawyers 
as a “Virginia Rising Star” in the area of Consumer Bankruptcy Law. He received his J.D. from the 
University of Richmond T.C. Williams School of Law.

Prof. Ralph E. Brubaker is the Carl L. Vacketta Professor of Law at the University of Illinois Col-
lege of Law in Champaign, Ill., where he teaches courses in bankruptcy, bankruptcy procedure, corpo-
rate reorganizations, contracts, conflict of laws and restitution. He clerked for Judge James K. Logan 
of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit, and he practiced in the bankruptcy and corporate 
reorganization group with the law firm Squire, Sanders & Dempsey in Cleveland. Prof. Brubaker was 
a member of the faculty at the Emory University School of Law in Atlanta from 1995-2004, when he 
returned to his alma mater. He is the editor-in-chief and a contributing author for Thomson Reuters’ 
Bankruptcy Law Letter, he is co-author of a bankruptcy casebook, and he has written dozens of jour-
nal articles and essays. He is particularly expert in the complex jurisdictional and procedural facets of 
federal bankruptcy proceedings. Prof. Brubaker has served as an editorial advisor for the American 
Bankruptcy Law Journal, the ABI Law Review and the Emory Bankruptcy Developments Journal. He 
is a member of the American Law Institute and a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, for 
which he currently serves as the Scholar-in-Residence. Prof. Brubaker has served on ABI’s Executive 
Committee and was a member of the advisory committee on 363 sales for ABI’s 2014 Commission 
to Study the Reform of Chapter 11. He holds three degrees from the University of Illinois, including 
his J.D. summa cum laude and an M.B.A., and he received Bronze Tablet distinction (highest honors) 
and CPA certification as an undergraduate.

Thomas R. Califano is a partner and U.S. co-chair of the Restructuring Practice Group of DLA Piper 
in New York. He has a broad-ranging practice in all aspects of insolvency matters, including out-of-
court workouts and chapter 11 reorganizations and liquidations. Mr. Califano represents distressed 
private and public companies, funds, purchasers of distressed debt and parties in interest, including 
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board of directors of distressed companies. His particular emphasis is on company and buyer-side 
representation, and he has extensive experience in health care industry restructurings. Mr. Califano 
is a member of ABI, the Turnaround Management Association, the New York City Bar Association’s 
Bankruptcy Committee and the American Health Lawyers Association. He is admitted to practice be-
fore the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the Second and Third Circuits and the U.S. District Courts for the 
Eastern and Northern Districts of New York. Mr. Califano received his B.A. in 1983 from St. John’s 
University and his J.D. in 1988 from St. John’s University School of Law, where he was a member of 
its law review and a recipient of the St. Thomas More Scholarship.

Hon. Kevin J. Carey is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Delaware in Wilmington, first 
appointed in 2005 and serving as Chief Judge from 2008-11. He previously served as a U.S. bank-
ruptcy judge for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, appointed on Jan. 25, 2001. Judge Carey serves 
on ABI’s Executive Committee as Vice President-Membership and is a past global chairman of the 
Turnaround Management Association. He is a member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy 
Judges and also serves as an associate editor for the American Bankruptcy Law Journal. Judge Carey 
is the Third Circuit representative on the Administrative Office’s Bankruptcy Judges Advisory Group 
and is a member of the Third Circuit Judicial Council’s Facilities and Security Committee. He is also 
a contributing author to Collier on Bankruptcy and Collier Forms Manual. Judge Carey is a part-time 
adjunct professor in the LL.M. in Bankruptcy program at St. John’s University School of Law in New 
York and at Temple University’s Beasley School of Law in Philadelphia. He began his legal career in 
1979 as law clerk to Bankruptcy Judge Thomas M. Twardowski, then clerked for the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania. Judge Carey received his B.A. in 1976 from Pennsyl-
vania State University and his J.D. in 1979 from Villanova University School of Law.

Richard P. Carmody is a principal bankruptcy lawyer in the Birmingham, Ala., office of Adams 
and Reese LLP, where his bankruptcy practice focuses on representing secured lenders in the struc-
turing and workout of lending transactions, including bankruptcy court litigation on a wide variety 
of issues. He also represents purchasers and sellers of distressed assets both inside and outside of 
bankruptcy. Mr. Carmody served as the first chair of the Alabama State Bar Section on Bankruptcy 
and Commercial Law and was a member of the Alabama Law Institute’s Committees for Revision of 
the UCC (Articles 3, 4, 4A, 5 and 9). He is a founding member of ABI and served for six years as the 
first chair (and later co-chair) of ABI’s Ethics Committee and later as committee newsletter editor. He 
also served as vice-chair of the ABI National Task Force on Ethics. In 2012, he was presented with 
ABI’s Membership Service Award. In 1992, Mr. Carmody became the first lawyer in Alabama to be 
Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification. In 1999, he was 
inducted as a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy, for which he is a director of its Founda-
tion and member of its Pro Bono and Development Committees). He currently serves as the Inaugural 
Adams and Reese Senior Pro Bono Fellow and works with the National Appleseed Network of 17 
social justice centers. Mr. Carmody received his B.A. in finance in 1964 from the University of Il-
linois and his J.D. in 1975 from Vanderbilt University School of Law.

Kara E. Casteel is a partner at ASK LLP in St. Paul, Minn., and represents trustees and debtors-in-
possession in preference analysis and the litigation of avoidance actions. She has successfully litigat-
ed preference and fraudulent-transfer matters in multiple jurisdictions, including the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court for the District of Delaware and the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of New 
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York. Her representative matters include the prosecution of avoidance actions in large bankruptcies 
such as Quebecor World (USA), WP Steel Venture LLC and NewPage Corp. Previously, Ms. Casteel 
clerked for Hon. Casey Christian and Hon. Joseph Bueltel in the Third Judicial District of Minne-
sota. Before her judicial clerkship, she clerked for the Office of the Minnesota Attorney General. Ms. 
Casteel is admitted to practice law in the State of Minnesota, the U.S. District Court for the District 
of Minnesota and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit. She is a member of the Minne-
sota State Bar Association, the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation 
(IWIRC), ABI and Minnesota Women Lawyers. In 2013, she helped found the Minnesota chapter 
of IWIRC, and she is currently the immediate past co-chair of the IWIRC-Minnesota Network. Ms. 
Casteel received her B.A. in 2005 in political science and legal studies from the University of Wis-
consin and her J.D. in 2008 from the University of Minnesota Law School.

Hon. Leif M. Clark is a retired U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Texas in San An-
tonio, appointed in 1987, and is a consultant with CBInsolvency LLP in Swampscott, Texas. He has 
authored more than 300 opinions, some of which have been seminal decisions on emerging issues in 
both consumer and business bankruptcy. A frequent speaker and lecturer throughout the U.S., he has 
also published a number of academic papers on insolvency issues. Judge Clark served as an adjunct 
professor at the University of Texas School of Law, where he taught both basic bankruptcy and ad-
vanced bankruptcy seminars. For many years, he also taught U.S. Constitutional Law to international 
students from over 20 countries as part of the McGeorge University International Masters of Laws 
degree program in Salzburg, Austria. Judge Clark has also participated in numerous international ef-
forts, including as an adviser to the American Law Institute’s Transnational Insolvency Law project, 
as well as the development and administration of a USAID-sponsored judicial training program for 
judges in the emerging economies of Central and Eastern Europe. He was a member of the consult-
ing committee for the U.S. delegation to UNCITRAL’s Working Group V, which was then drafting 
the Model Cross-Border Insolvency Law. From 2004-13, he was a member of the U.S. delegation to 
that Working Group, contributing to the completion of the Legislative Guide on Insolvency Law, the 
Practice Guide to Cross Border Insolvency and, most recently, re-drafting the Guide to Enactment of 
the Model Law on Cross Border Insolvency. Since 2008, Judge Clark has been an author for Collier 
on Bankruptcy, publishing a monograph on cross-border insolvency under U.S. law, which has since 
been incorporated into Volume I of the treatise. He currently provides consulting services to both the 
International Monetary Fund and the World Bank on international insolvency issues involving both 
commercial entities and natural persons. From the early 1990s, Judge Clark has acted as a mediator 
in a wide variety of disputes, and continues an active mediation and arbitration practice nationwide. 
He is a member of the Bankruptcy & Finance Panel of MWI, a leading provider of dispute-resolution 
services to the insolvency and finance fields. He also serves as an expert witness and consultant in a 
number of different contexts, including cross-border disputes. Judge Clark is a member of the Ameri-
can College of Bankruptcy and the National Bankruptcy Conference. He completed his undergradu-
ate work with honors at the University of Maryland in College Park, obtained a master of divinity 
from Trinity Lutheran Seminary and received his J.D. from the University of Houston School of Law, 
where he graduated with honors and was a published editor in the Houston Law Review.

Hon. Daniel P. Collins is a Bankruptcy Judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Ari-
zona in Phoenix, appointed on Jan. 18, 2013. He served as chief judge from 2014-18. Previously, he 
was a shareholder with the law firm of Collins, May, Potenza, Baran & Gillespie, P.C. in downtown 
Phoenix, practicing primarily in the areas of bankruptcy, commercial litigation and commercial trans-
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actions. Judge Collins served on the State Bar of Arizona’s Subcommittee on the Uniform Fraudulent 
Transfer Act. He also served as chairman of the Bankruptcy Section of the State of Arizona and was 
a lawyer representative to the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. He was granted the St. Thomas More 
Award in 2017. Judge Collins is presently an At Large Governor of the National Conference of Bank-
ruptcy Judges, a member of ABI’s Board of Directors, on the board of the Phoenix Chapter of the 
Federal Bar Association and a member of the University of Arizona Law School’s Board of Visitors. 
He is also a member of the Arizona Bankruptcy American Inn of Court, State Bar of Arizona and 
Maricopa County Bar. Judge Collins received both his B.S. in finance and accounting in 1980 and his 
J.D. in 1983 from the University of Arizona.

Prof. Laura Napoli Coordes is an associate professor at Arizona State University’s Sandra Day 
O’Connor College of Law in Phoenix. Her research interests include corporate reorganizations, ven-
ue-transfer and forum-shopping issues, municipal bankruptcies, and debtors that are overlooked by 
traditional bankruptcy frameworks. Her teaching interests include bankruptcy law, secured transac-
tions and contracts. Prof. Coordes completed a legal fellowship at the Student Press Law Center 
after receiving her law degree. Before coming to the College of Law, she practiced in the Business, 
Finance and Restructuring Department at Weil, Gotshal & Manges in New York. Prof. Coordes re-
ceived her J.D. with honors from The University of Chicago Law School, where she was a Bradley 
Fellow and served on The University of Chicago Law Review.

John J. Cruciani, CPA is a partner with the Kansas City, Mo., office of Husch Blackwell LLP, 
where he practices in the areas of bankruptcy, insolvency, creditors’ rights and commercial litigation. 
He is the leader of its Insolvency & Commercial Bankruptcy team. Mr. Cruciani is Board Certified 
in Business and Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification (ABC), and he 
previously served on its board of directors. Mr. Cruciani was a contributing author for the bankruptcy 
treatise Small Business Bankruptcy Reorganization (John Wiley & Sons Inc. 1994) and has published 
articles on bankruptcy matters for various publications. He has been a speaker for programs for the 
Midwestern Bankruptcy Institute and other organizations in the areas of bankruptcy and insolvency, 
and in 2018, he chaired the Midwestern Bankruptcy Institute’ advisory board. Mr. Cruciani has been 
listed in The Best Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights/Insolvency and 
Reorganization Law since 2009, and was named the 2014 and the 2018 Lawyer of the Year in Kansas 
City for Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law. Mr. Cruciani 
received his J.D. in 1994 from the University of Missouri-Kansas City School of Law.

Paul H. Deutch is executive managing director of Omni Management Group, Inc. in New York. He 
has been with the firm since 2009 and manages the firm’s New York office. He works closely with cli-
ents to ensure that they receive high-quality services tailored to their unique needs. Following a clerk-
ship with Hon. Conrad B. Duberstein, Chief Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of New York, 
Mr. Deutch embarked on a 14-year legal career focusing on all aspects of reorganization and liquida-
tion proceedings, including the representation of debtors, creditors, asset-purchasers and lenders in 
many large and complex chapter 11 cases including Lehman Brothers, Calpine Energy, Integrated 
Health Services, Inc., M. Fabrikant & Sons, Inc., Ameripol Synpol Corp., Charter Communications, 
Inc., Mirant Corp., Caldor Corp., eLot, Inc., Enron Corp., Star Diamond, AT&T Latin America and 
Colt Mercantile. He is a member of ABI’s Board of Directors and is active with both the Turnaround 
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Management Association and the New York Institute of Credit. Mr. Deutch received his undergradu-
ate degree from Syracuse University and his J.D. from St. John’s University School of Law.

Douglas E. Deutsch is a partner with Clifford Chance US LLP in New York and has represented 
creditors’ committees, secured and unsecured creditors and indenture trustees. He also represents 
U.S. and non-U.S. business entities in complex commercial disputes. Mr. Deutsch is a regular speaker 
and writer on bankruptcy law topics and is recommended for corporate restructuring in The Legal 
500. He currently serves as ABI’s Vice President-Education. Mr. Deutsch previously co-chaired the 
ABI/FCBA Conference, the ABI/Bloomberg Distressed Lending Conference and ABI’s Mid-Level 
Professional Development Program. He received his B.S. from Drew University and his J.D. from St. 
John’s University School of Law, where he was editor-in-chief of the ABI Law Review. After gradu-
ation, he clerked for the Western District of Texas and then worked as an associate at a Texas law 
firm. He subsequently returned to St. John’s to obtain his LL.M. and was awarded the first American 
Bankruptcy Institute Scholarship.

Hon. Mary Grace Diehl is a retired U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Georgia in 
Atlanta, appointed in February 2004 and retired in 2018. Prior to taking the bench, she was a partner 
in the litigation section of Troutman Sanders LLP and chaired its Bankruptcy Practice Group. Dur-
ing her years in private practice, she was consistently named in The Best Lawyers in America and 
Chambers US: America’s Leading Business Lawyers. Judge Diehl is a past president of the National 
Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, and serves on the Boards of Directors of ABI and the Turnaround 
Management Association. She is also a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and serves 
on its board of directors, and she is a former president of the Southeastern Bankruptcy Law Institute. 
Judge Diehl received the Woman of the Year in Restructuring Award in 2008 from IWIRC (Interna-
tional Women in Restructuring Confederation), the David W. Pollard award for professionalism from 
the Atlanta Bar in 2013 and the Atlanta Bar Woman of Achievement Award in 2017, and she is a regu-
lar speaker at CLE programs. She served as a trustee of Canisius College from 2008-14 and has been 
an adjunct professor of law at Emory Law School. Judge Diehl received her B.A. summa cum laude 
from Canisius College in Buffalo, N.Y., and her J.D. cum laude from Harvard Law School.

Hon. Dennis R. Dow is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Missouri in Kansas City, 
appointed on Nov. 10, 2003, by the Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals. Prior to taking the bench, he 
was a partner with the firm of Shook, Hardy & Bacon LLP, where he represented trustees in chapter 
7 cases involving significant assets, individual and corporate debtors in proceedings under chapters 
7 and 11, and secured, unsecured and priority creditors and lessors in chapter 7, 11, 12 and 13 cases, 
and had been listed in The Best Lawyers in America in the area of bankruptcy law every year since 
1995. He also tried numerous adversary proceedings and contested matters, including preference ac-
tions, objections to discharge, dischargeability complaints and objections to confirmation of chapter 
11 plans. Judge Dow is a member of the Missouri Bar, the Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Association 
and serves on the Executive Committee of the Board of Directors and as ABI’s Secretary. He is a Fel-
low of the American College of Bankruptcy, inducted in March 2013, and was selected in November 
2014 to become a conferee of the National Bankruptcy Conference. He also is a member of the board 
of governors of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and serves as a member of the faculty 
of the Advanced Consumer Bankruptcy Practice Institute. Judge Dow is a member of the Bankruptcy 
Appellate Panel and was appointed in October 2014 to the Judicial Conference Advisory Committee 
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on Bankruptcy Rules, then appointed in 2018 to chair the committee. He received his B.A. with hon-
ors from the University of Wyoming and his J.D. from Washburn University School of Law, where 
he was notes editor of the Washburn Law Journal.

Hon. Robert D. Drain is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of New York in White 
Plains. Since his appointment, he has presided over such chapter 11 cases as Loral, RCN, Corner-
stone, Refco, Allegiance Telecom, Delphi, Coudert Brothers, Frontier Airlines, Star Tribune, Read-
er’s Digest, A&P, Hostess Brands, Christian Brothers and Momentive. He also has presided over the 
ancillary or plenary cases of Corporacion Durango, Satellites Mexicanas, Parmalat S.p.A. and its 
affiliated U.S. debtors, Varig S.A., Yukos (II), SphinX, Galvex Steel, TBS Shipping, Excel Maritime, 
Nautilus, Landsbanki Islands, Roust and Ultrapetrol. He also has served as the court-appointed me-
diator in a number of chapter 11 cases, including New Page, Cengage, Quicksilver, LightSquared, 
Molycorp and Breitburn Energy. Prior to his appointment to the bench in May 2002, Judge Drain 
was a partner in the bankruptcy department of Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison, where he 
represented debtors, trustees, secured and unsecured creditors, official and unofficial creditors’ com-
mittees, and buyers of distressed businesses and distressed debt in chapter 11 cases, out-of-court re-
structurings and bankruptcy-related litigation. He was also actively involved in several transnational 
insolvency matters. Judge Drain is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and a member 
and board member of ABI, a member of the International Insolvency Institute, and a member and 
board member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, as well as a founding member of 
the Judicial Insolvency Network. He is a past member and secretary of the Bankruptcy and Reorga-
nization Committee of the Association of the Bar of the City of New York. He also was an adjunct 
professor for several years at St. John’s University School of Law’s LL.M. in Bankruptcy Program 
and currently is an adjunct professor at Pace University School of Law. Judge Drain has lectured and 
written on numerous bankruptcy-related topics and is the author of the novel The Great Work in the 
United States of America. He received his B.A. cum laude from Yale University and his J.D. from 
Columbia University School of Law, where he was a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar for three years.

Cliff Dutton is chief innovation officer with Epiq in New York, where he drives business-model 
innovation and leads the company’s product strategy, both for proprietary software and third-party 
software integrations. He recently served as senior vice president, director of strategies and director 
of eDiscovery at American International Group, Inc. (AIG), where he led transformational change in 
the legal operations center, focusing on legal vendor management, electronic-discovery process in-
novation, alternative-dispute resolution and alternative fee arrangements. Mr. Dutton graduated with 
honors from Brown University with a degree in cognitive science.

Hon. Michael A. Fagone is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Maine in Bangor, appointed 
in April 2015. Previously, he was co-chair of Bernstein Shur’s Business Restructuring and Insolvency 
Practice Group in Portland, where he specialized in bankruptcy and insolvency law. While practic-
ing law, he was recognized in The Best Lawyers in America and by Chambers USA as one of the top 
bankruptcy lawyers in Maine. Judge Fagone is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the 
American Board of Certification and serves on ABI’s Board of Directors. He received his B.A. from 
Amherst College in 1993 and his J.D. summa cum laude from the University of Maine School of Law 
in 1997.
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Erin R. Fay is counsel at Bayard, P.A. in Wilmington, Del., and focuses her practice on corpo-
rate bankruptcy and restructuring. She has represented debtors, creditors’ committees, equityholders, 
lenders, secured and unsecured creditors, liquidating trusts, plan administrators and other entities 
in various bankruptcy proceedings and out-of-court restructurings. Her experience further includes 
preparing companies for chapter 7 filings and representing foreign representatives in chapter 15 pro-
ceedings. She also has experience representing assignees in assignments for the benefit of creditors 
under Delaware law in the Delaware Court of Chancery. Before joining Bayard in 2017, Ms. Fay was 
an associate with a bankruptcy and restructuring group at another Wilmington firm for eight years. 
In 2010, she clerked for Hon. Brendan L. Shannon, Hon. Kevin Gross and Hon. Peter J. Walsh of the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware. While in law school, Ms. Fay interned for Hon. 
Shirley S. Abrahamson of the Wisconsin Supreme Court, and participated in a moot court on the Wis-
consin International Law Journal. She is a member of the Federal and American Bar Associations, 
ABI and the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation. She also volunteers 
as a guardian ad litem through the Delaware Office of the Child Advocate. In 2017 and 2018, Ms. Fay 
was selected by Super Lawyers as a Rising Star in the practice area of business bankruptcy. She re-
ceived her B.A. summa cum laude in English and political science from the University of Wisconsin 
– Stevens Point and her J.D. from the University of Wisconsin Law School, where she was inducted 
into the Order of the Coif. Following college, she spent a year in service with AmeriCorps VISTA 
administering a teen court in Southern Maryland.

David Fisher is the founder and CEO of Integra, Inc. in Denver, the developer of the Integra Led-
ger “Blockchain for Law.” He is also one of the founders of the recently announced Global Legal 
Blockchain Consortium, a legal industry group focused on standards and governance for the use of 
blockchain technology in the legal industry. The GLBC is composed of major law firms, corporate 
legal departments, software companies, and universities. Prior to founding Integra, Mr. Fisher was the 
founder and CEO of Privātim, a secure communication and collaboration technology platform for law 
firms and clients. Earlier in his career, he was the founder and CEO of Millennium Venture Group, a 
national commercial real estate finance and development platform. Mr. Fisher is a former chairman of 
the board of Youthbiz, a Denver-based nonprofit focused on business education for inner-city youth. 
He is a graduate of Rice University and Harvard Business School

Robert M. Fishman is a member of Fox Rothschild LLP in its Chicago office, where his practice is 
concentrated in debtor/creditor, bankruptcy and insolvency matters. He represents debtors, secured 
creditors, unsecured creditors, trustees, committees and litigants in bankruptcy cases across the coun-
try. He has also served as a mediator in numerous bankruptcy/insolvency disputes. Mr. Fishman is a 
past ABI president and chairman and a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy. He has been a 
regular faculty member of the faculty of the ABI/St. John’s University Law School Bankruptcy Me-
diation Training Program. Mr. Fishman served as the fee examiner in the City of Detroit’s chapter 9 
case from 2013-15. He received his B.A. in 1976 from the University of Illinois, Champaign/Urbana 
and his J.D. in 1979 from George Washington University.

Mark E. Freedlander is a partner with McGuireWoods LLP in Pittsburgh and has been advising 
clients about creative, business-oriented solutions to matters involving financial distress for the past 
25 years. He has represented a broad spectrum of client interests including counseling companies 
in various states of financial distress inside (including bankruptcy, state and federal receiverships 
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and assignments for the benefit of creditors) and outside of court proceedings; counseling acquirers 
of distressed assets and businesses inside and outside of court proceedings; counseling fiduciaries, 
including trustees, receivers, chief restructuring officers, assignees and boards of directors; counsel-
ing secured and unsecured holders of funded debt at various layers in a borrower’s capital structure; 
counseling major suppliers and customers; counseling official committees of unsecured creditors; 
and counseling holders of ownership interests. During his career, Mr. Freedlander’s engagements 
have involved a substantial number of different business sectors, including automotive; metals, plas-
tics, tool & die and other manufacturing; coal mining; oil and gas; health care; restaurant franchises; 
transportation and logistics. He has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy and 
Creditor/Debtor Rights Law/Insolvency and Reorganization Law from 2006-19, Chambers USA for 
Business, Bankruptcy/Restructuring in Pennsylvania from 2015-18, Super Lawyers for Bankruptcy 
& Creditor/Debtor Rights from 2006-07 and 2009-15, and in Turnarounds & Workouts in its “Out-
standing Bankruptcy Lawyers Under the Age of 40” list for 2004. Mr. Freedlander received his B.S. 
in 1990 from Miami University and his J.D. in 1993 from Capital University Law School.

Susan M. Freeman is a partner with Lewis Roca Rothgerber Christie LLP, working primarily from 
its Phoenix office. In addition to her business bankruptcy law practice, she is an appellate lawyer and 
has briefed more than 300 civil appeals and argued over 100, many of which are bankruptcy appeals, 
including a U.S. Supreme Court appeal. She is a Fellow and former president of the American Acad-
emy of Appellate Lawyers, and is the co-author of the civil appeals chapter of the Arizona Appellate 
Handbook. Ms. Freeman was co-counsel for several law professors on amicus curiae briefs in Ten-
nessee Student Assistance Corp. v. Hood, 541 U.S. 440 (2004), and Central Virginia Community Col-
lege v. Katz, 126 S. Ct. 990, 1004 (2006), and she briefed and argued Hall v. United States of America, 
132 S. Ct. 1882 (2012). Ms. Freeman is a member of the National Bankruptcy Conference and a 
Fellow and former director, vice president and secretary of the American College of Bankruptcy. She 
chairs the American Bar Association’s Business Bankruptcy Committee, and previously chaired sev-
eral subcommittees. In addition, she is a Life Member of the American Law Institute. Ms. Freeman 
has been a certified specialist in bankruptcy law since 1985. She is a frequent author and lecturer, 
including authoring Chapter 172 of Norton Bankruptcy Law & Practice on professional responsibil-
ity in bankruptcy cases, as well as “Are DIP and Committee Counsel Fiduciaries for Their Clients’ 
Constituents or the Bankruptcy Estate? What is a Fiduciary, Anyway?” 17 Amer. Bankr. Inst. L. Rev. 
291 (Winter 2009). Ms. Freeman received her B.A. with distinction from Mount Holyoke College 
and her J.D. from New York University School of Law in 1975, where she was a Root-Tilden Scholar.

Rebecca Fruchtman is senior vice president and assistant general counsel at Bank of America Mer-
rill Lynch in Chicago, where she acts as general counsel to the bank’s Business Capital line of busi-
ness (U.S. Central Region) on asset-based lending facilities up to $1 billion, as well as workout 
and bankruptcy matters. Previously she served as counsel to the bank’s Global Transaction Services 
Global Trade and Supply Chain Line of Business (2012-17). Previously, Ms. Fruchtman was a found-
ing partner of Baer Higgins Fruchtman LLC, a law firm focusing on complex bankruptcy and re-
structuring matters, and before that she was an attorney in the Kirkland & Ellis LLP restructuring and 
corporate finance practice groups from 1999. She is experienced in the global trade finance space, in 
structuring, negotiating and executing securitization, leveraged leases, and other complex financing 
transactions and in all facets of distressed situations, including extensive involvement in some of the 
largest bankruptcy cases filed in the U.S. Ms. Fruchtman received her B.S.F.S. in international affairs 
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from Georgetown University, her M.B.A. in business from The University of Chicago Booth School 
of Business and her J.D. from Georgetown University Law Center.

Lisa S. Gretchko is a shareholder in Howard & Howard Attorneys PLLC in Royal Oak, Mich., and 
concentrates her practice on creditors’ rights and commercial litigation, with additional experience in 
real estate litigation. She has represented nearly every constituency in bankruptcy courts around the 
country, and has litigated many of the issues that arise in the context of bankruptcy law. Ms. Gretchko 
currently serves as ABI’s Vice President-Publications and is a member of its Executive Committee 
and Board of Directors. She previously served as an executive editor of the ABI Journal and as co-
chair of ABI’s Unsecured Trade Creditors Committee (2013-15), for which she honored as the 2014 
“Committee Member of the Year.” From 2001-03, Ms. Gretchko taught bankruptcy law and creditors’ 
rights as an adjunct professor at Wayne State University Law School. She has written and lectured 
extensively for various organizations on a variety of creditors’ rights issues. Ms. Gretchko is a former 
councilmember and secretary of the Real Property Law Section of the State Bar of Michigan, former 
chair of the Oakland County Bar Association Creditors’ Rights Committee, former member of the 
advisory committee of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of Michigan, and a former 
member of ICLE’s Business Law Advisory Board. She has been named in Michigan Super Lawyers 
and The Best Lawyers in America, and she was honored as a Woman in the Law by Michigan Law-
yer’s Weekly in 2011. Ms. Gretchko received her B.A. with honors in 1976 from the University of 
Michigan, where she was elected Phi Beta Kappa, and her J.D. with honors in 1978 from the Univer-
sity of Detroit.

Alan D. Halperin is a founder of Halperin Battaglia Benzija, LLP in New York and has been practic-
ing bankruptcy and insolvency law since 1990. Previously, he was an associate in the bankruptcy and 
restructuring department of Stroock & Stroock & Lavan and was a name partner in Pick & Halperin, 
LLP, a bankruptcy boutique. Mr. Halperin has represented debtors, creditors of all types and creditors’ 
committees in numerous jurisdictions around the nation. He has represented official and unofficial 
creditors’ committees in chapter 11 cases and out-of-court restructurings of companies as varied as 
Tender Loving Care Healthcare Services Inc., Lionel, Maidenform Worldwide, Dana Corp., Fabri-
kant, Harry London Candies, RMM Record & Video, R.F. Cunningham, Arenzano Trading Co. and 
Homemaker Industries. Mr. Halperin has also represented secured and unsecured creditors in other 
significant cases, such as Whitehall, St.Vincents Hospital, Sybra and FoxMeyer, and serves as the liq-
uidation trustee of Fedders and York Research Corp. He has represented debtors such as Brunschwig 
& Fils, Everything But Water, Aztec Metal Maintenance, Realigent and U.S. Wireless Data. While 
with Stroock & Stroock & Lavan, Mr. Halperin spent a considerable amount of time representing, 
among others, the creditors’ committee for Orion Pictures Corp, the debtor for JWP, Inc. and the 
chapter 11 trustee of Laribee Wire Manufacturing. He also served as an expert witness on bank-
ruptcy law. Mr. Halperin was a student intern with former Chief Bankruptcy Judge Tina L. Brozman 
(S.D.N.Y.) and former Bankruptcy Judge Marvin A. Holland (E.D.N.Y.). He is a member of the bars 
of both New York and New Jersey, and is admitted to practice before various federal and bankruptcy 
bars situated in those states. He is a member of ABI and has lectured on a variety of bankruptcy and 
related state law topics. Mr. Halperin was included in Law360’s list of 10 most Admired Bankruptcy 
Attorneys released in September 2010. He also was named as one of the country’s Outstanding Young 
Restructuring Lawyers in 2007 by Turnarounds & Workouts and was included in Chambers USA list 
of recommended U.S. bankruptcy lawyers for 2009-16. Mr. Halperin received his A.B. in economics/
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sociology from Brandeiss University and his J.D. from Fordham University School of Law, where he 
was a member of the Urban Law Journal at Fordham. 

Hon. Bruce A. Harwood is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of New Hampshire in Con-
cord, appointed to the bench in March 2013. He also serves on the First Circuit’s Bankruptcy Appel-
late Panel. Prior to his appointment to the bench, Judge Harwood chaired the Bankruptcy, Insolvency 
and Creditors’ Rights Group at Sheehan Phinney Bass + Green in Manchester, N.H., representing 
business debtors, asset-purchasers, secured and unsecured creditors, creditors’ committees, trustees 
in bankruptcy, and insurance and banking regulators in connection with the rehabilitation and liqui-
dation of insolvent insurers and trust companies. He was a chapter 7 panel trustee in the District of 
New Hampshire and mediated disputes arising in debtor/creditor relations. Judge Harwood serves 
on ABI’s Board of Directors on its Communication, Information and Technology Committee. He 
served as co-chair of ABI’s Commercial Fraud Committee, as program co-chair of (and presently 
as judicial advisor to) ABI’s Northeast Bankruptcy Conference; and as Northeast Regional Chair of 
the ABI Endowment Fund’s Development Committee. He also served on ABI’s Civility Task Force. 
Judge Harwood is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and was consistently recognized 
in the bankruptcy law section of The Best Lawyers in America, in New England SuperLawyers and by 
Chambers USA. He received his B.A. from Northwestern University and his J.D. from Washington 
University School of Law.

Monique D. Hayes is a partner with Goldstein & McClintock LLLP in Miami, where she practices 
in the areas of business transactions, commercial litigation and corporate restructuring. She has ex-
tensive experience advising fiduciaries, corporate and nonprofit board members, entrepreneurs and 
small businesses. She has successfully represented clients in a broad range of matters, including asset 
sales and acquisitions, finance transactions, bankruptcy plan confirmations, avoidance actions, D&O 
claim litigation, Ponzi scheme and other fraud litigation. She also has experience representing fran-
chisors in franchisee bankruptcy proceedings. In the innovation and technology sector, Ms. Hayes 
has represented start-ups, entrepreneurs and founders in corporate formations and restructuring, due 
diligence and related transactional matters. Ms. Hayes is a member of the American Bar Association’s 
Business Law Section, the Bankruptcy Bar Association of the Southern District of Florida, ABI, the 
International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC) (for which she is Florida 
Network Chair) and the Wilkie D. Ferguson Jr. Bar Association (for which she is president-elect). 
She is also a member of the ABA’s Business Bankruptcy Committee and served as its 2013-15 Fel-
low. Ms. Hayes frequently serves as a writer, commentator and panelist on business issues. She was 
a member of ABI’s inaugural class of “40 Under 40” in 2017 and has been featured in the 40 Under 
40 Outstanding Lawyers of Miami-Dade County, received the IWIRC Rising Star Award, and been 
recognized by Brickell Magazine as one of the Top 20 Professionals Under 40. She has also been 
lauded as a “Florida Rising Star” by Super Lawyers magazine and a “Top Up and Comer” by Florida 
Trend magazine. Most recently she received the prestigious Kathryn Heidt Award from the Business 
Law Section of the American Bar Association. Prior to entering private practice, Ms. Hayes clerked 
for U.S. Bankruptcy Judge Laurel Myerson Isicoff and was a housing attorney for Legal Services of 
Greater Miami, Inc. She was an attorney at the law firm Genovese, Joblove & Battista, P.A. before 
founding The Hayes Firm, PLLC, then moving on to join Goldstein & McClintock, LLLP. Ms. Hayes 
is a member of the Florida Bar and has been admitted to practice before the U.S. District Courts for 
the Southern and Middle Districts of Florida. She received her undergraduate degree in political sci-
ence with honors from the University of South Florida and her J.D. cum laude from the University of 
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Miami School of Law, where was a member of the Bar and Gavel Honor Society, named to the Dean’s 
List, awarded the Dean’s Honor Scholarship, and received the C.A.L.I. Excellence for the Future 
Award in Chapter 11 Bankruptcy Skills.

Andrew C. Helman is a business, workout, and restructuring attorney with Murray Plumb & Murray 
in Portland, Maine, and works with all types of businesses, including those in the health care sector, 
to help them protect their assets. A large part of his work is focused on helping debtors and creditors, 
and he represents clients in distressed and nondistressed transactions, business litigation and prefer-
ence actions. Mr. Helman has been involved in some of the most significant chapter 11 cases in Maine 
and New Hampshire in recent years, including the representation of the debtor-in-possession in the 
largest health care bankruptcy case in Maine’s history. In that same case, he subsequently represented 
a liquidating trustee under a confirmed chapter 11 plan and successfully resolved about 50 prefer-
ence actions with an estimated value exceeding $3 million. Mr. Helman frequently writes articles for 
national insolvency publications and teaches seminars on bankruptcy and fraudulent-transfer law. He 
was selected by his peers for inclusion in the 2015-17 issues of Super Lawyers as a “Rising Star” and 
was one of 40 attorneys nationally to participate in the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges’ 
2016 NextGen Program.

Adam Herring has served as associate general counsel for Consumer Law in the Executive Office for 
U.S. Trustees in Washington, D.C., since 2016. He oversees a team supporting the U.S. Trustee Pro-
gram’s consumer and civil enforcement priorities, including oversight of private trustees, providing 
training for U.S. Trustee Program attorneys and policy advice, and redressing abuse of the bankruptcy 
process by debtors, creditors and other parties. Prior to joining the U.S. Trustee Program, Mr. Herring 
was an attorney in private practice in Atlanta, where he represented individual and corporate debtors 
and creditors in chapter 7, 13 and 11 bankruptcy cases and parties in complex transfer-avoidance, dis-
charge and dischargeability litigation. He received the Atlanta Legal Aid Society’s 2015 Volunteer of 
the Year award, is a member of the Advisory Board for the Emory Bankruptcy Developments Journal, 
and is the author of two published articles regarding the Bankruptcy Code’s means testing provisions. 
Mr. Herring received his undergraduate degree with distinction from the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill and his J.D. from Emory University School of Law.

Cathy R. Hershcopf is a partner with Cooley LLP in New York and represents buyers and sellers of 
real estate, inventory, intellectual property and other assets in distressed situations and special oppor-
tunities. She has advised debtors in technology and retail and 200+ committees of unsecured creditors 
in chapter 11 cases nationwide. She has also represented official committees of unsecured creditors 
in some of the most significant retail chapter 11 bankruptcy proceedings throughout the country. Ms. 
Hershcopf has been listed in Chambers USA for Bankruptcy/Restructuring (2018), The Best Lawyers 
of America for Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights, and Insolvency and Reorganization Law 
(2015-16), the Distressed M&A Awards and The New York Times Top New York Lawyers list. She 
regularly addresses creditor groups, real estate professionals, distressed debt conferences and other 
groups regarding creditors’ rights and bankruptcy and real estate matters. Ms. Herschcopf is an active 
member of ABI, as well as the International Council of Shopping Centers, where she participates in 
annual sessions with attorneys from around the country regarding shopping center leasing and land-
lord and tenant issues related to retail bankruptcies. She received her B.A. summa cum laude from the 
University of Massachusetts and her J.D. summa cum laude from New York Law School.



AMERICAN BANKRUPTCY INSTITUTE

803

Ariane R. Holtschlag is an associate attorney with the Law Office of William J. Factor in Chicago, 
where her practice is focused primarily in the field of consumer bankruptcy and is equally divided 
among representing trustees, debtors and creditors in chapters 7 and 13. She also represents individu-
als and small businesses in chapter 11. Ms. Holtschlag has spoken at several bankruptcy education 
programs and also volunteered for CARE, speaking to high school students about credit and bank-
ruptcy. In 2017, she was chosen as one of ABI’s inaugural “40 Under 40” award recipients in recog-
nition of her achievements. Ms. Holtschlag is a member of ABI’s Commission on Consumer Bank-
ruptcy and in 2018 testified before congress on chapter 7 trustee fees. She received her undergraduate 
degree in 2004 from Illinois Wesleyan University and her J.D. from the University of Iowa in 2007.

Thomas M. Horan is a partner with Fox Rothschild LLP in Wilmington, Del., in its Financial Re-
structuring & Bankruptcy group. He frequently represents committees, debtors, secured lenders, 
trustees and unsecured creditors in complex chapter 11 cases. He also represents parties in litigation 
before Delaware’s Court of Chancery and Superior Court, and prepares opinion letters connected to 
Delaware transactions. His practice is divided between lead counsel roles and Delaware counsel en-
gagements. Mr. Horan is ABI’s Vice President-Communications & Information Technology, co-chair 
of ABI’s Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Workshop, and is on the advisory board of ABI’s Views from the 
Bench conference. He is AV-Rated by Martindale-Hubbell. Prior to joining Fox Rothschild in June 
2018 via a merger with his prior firm, Shaw Fishman Glantz & Towbin LLC, Mr. Horan was a part-
ner in Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, LLP’s Wilmington, Del., office and an associate at Morris 
James LLP. He received his B.A. in 1989 and his M.A. in 1992 from Fordham University, and his 
J.D. cum laude from St. John’s University School of Law in 2002, where he was executive notes and 
comments editor for the ABI Law Review.

Hon. Barbara J. Houser is the Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Texas in 
Dallas. She serves on the Judicial Conference Committee on the Administration of the Bankruptcy 
System and is a member of the Federal Judicial Center faculty that teaches new bankruptcy judges. 
In March 2017, Judge Houser was appointed by Chief Justice John G. Roberts, Jr. to the board of 
directors of the Federal Judicial Center. Judge Houser, who lectures and publishes frequently on 
corporate restructuring and insolvency law, is a past chairman of the Dallas Bar Association’s Com-
mittee on Bankruptcy and Corporate Reorganization, is a member of the Dallas, Texas and American 
Bar Associations, and is a fellow of the Texas and American Bar Foundations. She was a contributing 
author to Collier on Bankruptcy for many years and taught creditors’ rights as a visiting professor at 
the SMU Dedman School of Law. Before becoming a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge on January 20, 2000, 
Judge Houser was in private practice, where she represented clients in a variety of significant chapter 
11 cases across the country, including serving as lead debtor’s counsel for Dow Corning Corp. Judge 
Houser was elected a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy in 1994, served as an officer 
and member of its board of directors, and remains active in the College. In 1996, she was elected a 
conferee of the National Bankruptcy Conference, and after becoming a bankruptcy judge, she joined 
the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, served as its president in 2009-10, and continues 
to serve the organization in various capacities. Prior to her appointment, Judge Houser was with 
Locke, Purnell, Boren, Laney & Neely and Sheinfeld, Maley & Kay, P.C., both in Dallas. She cur-
rently serves as ABI’s Vice President-Research Grants. In June 2017, she was appointed to serve as 
the leader of a five federal judge mediation teach in the Title III proceedings under PROMESA for 
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and four related governmental instrumentalities. Judge Houser 
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received her undergraduate degree with high distinction from the University of Nebraska and her J.D. 
from Southern Methodist University Law School, where she was editor of its law review.

Prof. Margaret Howard is a professor of law at Washington & Lee Law School in Lexington, Va., 
where she teaches courses in contracts, bankruptcy and secured transactions. She began her teaching 
career at St. Louis University and has also been a member of the faculty of Vanderbilt Law School. In 
1999, she was the recipient of Vanderbilt Law School’s Hartman Award for Excellence in Teaching. 
At Washington & Lee, she has won awards for both teaching and scholarship. She has also visited 
at Emory, Duke, Washington University and the University of North Carolina Law Schools. Prof. 
Howard was the Charles E. Tweedy, Jr. Visiting Professor of Law at the University of Alabama in 
2005, and the Bruce W. Nichols Visiting Professor of Law at Harvard during the spring of 2001. Dur-
ing the spring of 2002, she was ABI’s Scholar in Residence, and she previously served as ABI’s Vice 
President-Rsearch Grants. Prof. Howard has written a number of articles on bankruptcy, one of which 
— “Shifting Risk & Fixing Blame: The Vexing Problem of Credit Card Obligations in Bankruptcy,” 
75 Am. Bankr. L.J. 63 (2001) — won the American Bankruptcy Law Journal’s Editors’ Prize. Her 
casebook on bankruptcy, published by West, is now in its sixth edition. Prof. Howard is a frequent 
speaker on bankruptcy topics, and testified before the National Bankruptcy Review Commission on 
discharge in consumer bankruptcy. She is past chair of the Section on Creditors’ and Debtors’ Rights 
of the Association of American Law Schools and has served on the faculties of the American Board of 
Certification and the Association of Certified Turnaround Professionals. She currently serves on the 
editorial board of The Journal of Bankruptcy Law and Practice, and has formerly served on the edito-
rial boards of The Business Lawyer, Business Law Today and the American Bankruptcy Law Journal, 
for which she remains a peer reviewer. In December 2015, Prof. Howard became the inaugural re-
cipient of ABI’s Jean Braucher Memorial Award for leadership in the field of consumer bankruptcy. 
She received her undergraduate degree from Duke University, her J.D. and M.S.W. from Washington 
University in St. Louis, and her LL.M. from Yale Law School. She is a member of the Order of the 
Coif and is listed in Who’s Who of American Women.

Hon. Laurel M. Isicoff is Chief Judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of 
Florida in Miami, initially appointed on Feb. 13, 2006, and named chief judge on Oct. 1, 2016. She 
also serves on ABI’s Board of Directors. Judge Isicoff is immediate past secretary, and currently 
serves as a director, of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges. She is a member of the Pro 
Bono Committee of the American College of Bankruptcy and chair of its Judicial Outreach Commit-
tee. She also currently serves as judicial chair of the Pro Bono Committee of the Business Law Sec-
tion of the Florida Bar and is a member of the Florida Bar Standing Committee on Pro Bono. Prior 
to her appointment to the bench, Judge Isicoff specialized in commercial bankruptcy, foreclosure and 
workout matters both as a transactional attorney and litigator for 14 years with the law firm of Ko-
zyak Tropin & Throckmorton, after practicing for eight years with Squire, Sanders & Dempsey, now 
known as Squire Patton Boggs. She also developed a specialty in bankruptcy and SEC receiverships 
involving Ponzi schemes. After law school, Judge Isicoff clerked for Hon. Daniel S. Pearson of the 
Florida Third District Court of Appeals before entering private practice. She is a past president of the 
Bankruptcy Bar Association (BBA) of the Southern District of Florida and, until she took the bench, 
chaired its Pro Bono Task Force. Judge Isicoff speaks extensively on bankruptcy around the country, 
and is committed to increasing pro bono service, diversity in the bankruptcy community and financial 
literacy. She received her J.D. from the University of Miami School of Law in 1982.
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Laura E. Jehl is a partner in the Washington, D.C., office of BakerHostetler, where she focuses her 
practice on the intersection of law, data and emerging technologies. She is a co-leader of both the 
firm’s General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) Initiative and of its Blockchain Technologies and 
Digital Currencies Team. Ms. Jehl advises clients on U.S. and international privacy, data-protection 
and cybersecurity matters, and helps them navigate interactions with federal regulatory and law en-
forcement agencies, including the Federal Trade Commission (FTC), the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) and the Department of Justice (DOJ), as well as state and local authorities. She 
also helps clients respond to data breaches, including some of the largest and most complex data-
security incidents. As a co-founder and leader of the firm’s national Blockchain Technologies and 
Digital Currencies team, Ms. Jehl advises clients on a wide variety of legal and regulatory issues pre-
sented by blockchain, cryptocurrencies, artificial intelligence, IoT and digital identity solutions. She 
is a member of the International Association of Privacy Professionals and is a Certified Information 
Privacy Professional (CIPP/US). Ms. Jehl received her B.A. in political science from the University 
of California, Berkeley and her J.D. cum laude from Harvard Law School.

Hon. Stacey G. C. Jernigan is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Texas in Dal-
las, appointed on May 12, 2006. Prior to her appointment, she practiced for 17 years in the Business 
Reorganization and Bankruptcy Practice Group of Haynes and Boone LLP in Dallas, where she 
represented debtors, committees and purchasers in large, complex chapter 11 cases and out-of-court 
workouts, particularly with regard to energy companies, regulated entities, real estate businesses 
and public companies. She was also an advisor to the California Legislature in Sacramento in con-
nection with the California utility financial crisis in 2001. Judge Jernigan is Board Certified in Busi-
ness Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification, a Fellow of the American College of 
Bankruptcy and a Fellow of the Texas and Dallas Bar Foundations. She is a frequent author and has 
been recognized by Chambers USA, D. Magazine and Texas Monthly Law & Politics. Judge Jernigan 
received her B.B.A. magna cum laude from Southern Methodist University in 1986 and her J.D. from 
the University of Texas Law School in 1989.

Jeannie Kim is an attorney in the San Francisco office of Buchalter, PC and a member of the firm’s 
Insolvency & Financial Law Group. Her practice focuses on representing various stakeholders such 
as financial institutions, technology companies, trade creditors, corporate debtors-in-possession, 
chapter 11 trustees, asset-purchasers and individual creditors in all aspects of corporate restructur-
ing, distressed M&A and litigation matters. She has provided legal counsel to clients in a range of 
diverse industries, including technology, retail, manufacturing and distribution, consumer products, 
alternative energy, construction, aviation and real estate development. Prior to joining Buchalter, Ms. 
Kim clerked for Hon. Alan Jaroslvosky and Hon. Thomas E. Carlson, U.S. Bankruptcy Judges in the 
Northern District of California, and was an associate at a boutique insolvency firm in Southern Cali-
fornia. Following law school, she clerked for Hon. Deborah J. Saltzman, a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge 
in the Central District of California. Ms. Kim currently serves as the president of the Orange County 
Asian American Bar Association, co-chair of the National Asian Pacific American Bar Association’s 
Bankruptcy, Restructuring and Creditors’/Debtors’ Rights Committee, and events co-chair of the In-
ternational Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation’s Northern California Network. She 
is also a member of the Educational Committee for the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges 
92nd Annual Meeting. Ms. Kim was featured as a “Southern California Rising Star” in Super Law-
yers from 2013-16, and in 2017 was selected for the inaugural class of ABI’s “40 Under 40.” She 
received her B.A. in history from the University of California, Los Angeles a postgraduate diploma 
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in International Political Thought from the University of St. Andrews (Scotland) and her J.D. from 
Loyola Law School.

Darren S. Klein, CFA is a partner in Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP’s Corporate Department in New 
York, where he practices in the firm’s Restructuring Group. He is experienced in a wide range of re-
structurings and bankruptcies, both in and out of court. Among his representations, Mr. Klein was an 
agent and arranger in connection with an $800 million debtor-in-possession financing and agent for 
the approximately $2.8 billion pre-petition first lien credit facility in connection with Peabody Energy 
Corp.’s chapter 11 proceedings; represented several oil and gas companies and significant creditor 
groups in connection with the companies’ out-of-court restructurings and chapter 11 cases; Delta Air 
Lines, Inc. in connection with a comprehensive and integrated global settlement to restructure Delta’s 
codeshare relationship with Republic Airways Holdings during Republic’s chapter 11 proceeding; the 
first-out debtor-in-possession financing lenders and pre-petition ABL lenders in connection with the 
chapter 11 proceeding of RadioShack; and the ad hoc group of bondholders of Puerto Rico’s Govern-
ment Development Bank in connection with Puerto Rico’s ongoing restructuring efforts. He has been 
recognized in the IFLR1000 as “Highly Regarded” in U.S.: Restructuring and Insolvency for 2018, in 
the Legal 500 U.S. as a “Next Generation Lawyer” in Finance: Restructuring (including Bankruptcy), 
Corporate, and in the Turnaround Atlas Awards for both “Chapter 11 Restructuring Turnaround of 
the Year” (Verso Corp. reorganization) and “Energy Deal of the Year (over $100 million to $500 
million)” (chapter 11 reorganization of Venoco), both in 2017. Mr. Klein is a member of ABI, the 
New York Society of Security Analysts and the NextGen Leadership Program of the International 
Insolvency Institute. He previously was with NERA, Inc. Mr. Klein received his A.B. in economics 
and philosophy from the University of Michigan in 1999, his M.A. from the University of Michigan 
School of Business in 2000 and his J.D. from Harvard Law School in 2007, where he served as a 
business editor of the Harvard Negotiation Law Review.

Jordan A. Kroop is a partner in the Bankruptcy & Restructuring group of Perkins Coie LLP’s Cor-
porate practice in Phoenix. He represents debtors, official committees, acquirers and significant credi-
tors in chapter 11 matters involving publicly traded and privately held companies throughout the 
nation. He has also represented secured lenders, committees, lessors and institutional lenders. Since 
1998, Mr. Kroop has coauthored and regularly updated the two-volume treatise Bankruptcy Litiga-
tion and Practice: A Practitioner’s Guide, now in its fourth edition. He also co-authored a chapter 
on chapter 11 and sports franchises in the Collier Guide to Chapter 11 (LexisNexis 2011, rev’d 2012, 
2013) and co-authored The Executive Guide to Corporate Bankruptcy (Beard Books). Among the 
prominent chapter 11 matters he has handled is representing the NHL’s Phoenix Coyotes as debtor’s 
counsel and leading the team to its eventual sale. He has also represented the Boston Celtics and Mil-
waukee Bucks in reorganization matters. In addition to his background counseling sports franchises, 
Mr. Kroop provides chapter 11 representation to reorganizing clients in manufacturing, real estate 
development, construction, hospitality gaming and technology. He has represented a large REIT, 
a consumer electronics manufacturer, makers of construction materials, and an iconic Manhattan 
restaurant in its chapter 11 filing. Mr. Kroop serves as an adjunct professor of law at the Sandra Day 
O’Connor College of Law at Arizona State University. He also instructs at ABI’s Litigation Skills 
Symposium and has taught at the University of the Pacific’s McGeorge School of Law in Salzburg, 
Austria. Mr. Kroop is recognized in Southwest Super Lawyers and The Best Lawyers in America, and 
was one of a handful lawyers named among the “Outstanding Young Bankruptcy Lawyers” in the 
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U.S. by Turnarounds & Workouts. He received his A.B. magna cum laude from Brown University 
and his J.D. from the University of Virginia.

Adam G. Landis is a founding partner of Landis Rath & Cobb LLP in Wilmington, Del., where he 
focuses his practice on corporate bankruptcy and restructuring, bankruptcy transactions and bank-
ruptcy litigation. He has more than 25 years of experience, and his practice includes first-chair and 
co-counsel representation of debtors, official and unofficial creditors’ committees, secured lenders 
and other secured creditors, indenture trustees and bondholders, unsecured creditors, asset-purchas-
ers, officers and directors, equityholders. and liquidating trusts and plan administrators in a variety 
of national bankruptcy cases, primarily in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware. 
Previously, Mr. Landis was an associate with Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP before joining Duane Morris 
LLP in 1995, where he became a partner in January 2000. He was also a shareholder at Klett Rooney 
Lieber & Schorling from March 2000-03, when he founded his current firm. Mr. Landis is admitted 
to practice in Delaware, New York and Massachusetts, and before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Third Circui. He is recognized in Chambers USA as a Leading Lawyer in Bankruptcy and has held a 
Band I rating since 2010, and he has been listed as a Delaware Super Lawyer each year since 2007. 
Mr. Landis is a frequent writer and lecturer, and is a past secretary, vice chair and chair of the Bank-
ruptcy Section of the Delaware State Bar Association. He received his A.B. with honors from Bodoin 
College in 1985 and his J.D. from Northeastern University School of Law in 1991.

Richard S. Lauter is a partner in the Chicago office of Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith LLP and 
chairs its Bankruptcy & Insolvency Practice. He has over 35 years of experience in corporate re-
structuring and insolvency. Mr. Lauter’s legal experience includes reorganizing financially distressed 
companies in and outside of chapter 11, representing and advising creditors’ committees, financial 
institutions, real estate development firms, bankruptcy trustees, assignees, and receivers in all aspects 
of creditors’ rights and insolvency matters. He has also served as a liquidating trustee, special counsel 
to the City of Chicago in multiple airline and airport-related cases, counseled chapter 7, chapter 11, 
and liquidating trustees in numerous cases, and acted as chairperson for and represented numerous 
chapter 11 creditors’ committees. Mr. Lauter is a member of ABI’s Board of Directors. He received 
his J.D. in 1981 from Northern Illinois University College of Law.

Franklind D. Lea, CIRA, is the president of Tactical Financial Consulting, LLC in Alpharetta, Ga., 
and has more than 30 years of professional experience and education in complex business and finan-
cial matters. He has broad expertise in commercial finance, insolvency, real estate, real estate finance 
and valuation. His experiences encompass business and project evaluation, damage claims and lost 
profits, debt and equity structuring and restructuring, feasibility analysis, financial analysis, invest-
ment management, lending and leasing, and valuation. Since the creation of Tactical Financial, Mr. 
Lea has provided services to companies, investors, lenders and secured creditors, unsecured credi-
tors’ committees and law firms. He has acted as an advisor and litigation consultant, and has pro-
vided expert witness reports and expert testimony for a number of matters related to damage claims, 
feasibility, financing, real estate and specialized bankruptcy issues such as the § 1111(b) election, 
§ 1129 confirmation requirements, the indubitable equivalent and Till cramdown interest rates. Prior 
to becoming a consultant, Mr. Lea worked for financial institutions and commercial real estate firms 
in such roles as credit analyst, commercial loan officer, commercial credit manager and credit of-
ficer, specialty lender, workout officer and commercial real estate appraiser. His experiences include 
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direct lending of approximately $500 million to businesses and commercial real estate ventures and 
credit review and approval of approximately $1.5 billion. He has also led numerous workouts and 
financial restructurings saving debtors and/or creditors hundreds of millions of dollars of potential 
losses while working with companies with market capitalization ranging from $1 million to in excess 
of $1 billion. Within these roles, he has participated in more than 200 court hearings and provided 
testimony through affidavits, depositions and direct examination within the courtroom. Mr. Lea sits 
on ABI’s Board of Directors and is a member of its Education and Nominating Committees. He also 
co-chairs ABI’s Asset Sales Committee and sits on the advisory board of ABI’s Judge Alexander L. 
Paskay Memorial Bankruptcy Seminar. Mr. Lea received his B.S. in management and his M.B.A. 
from Florida State University, and a Master’s degree in real estate and urban analysis from the Uni-
versity of Florida.

David P. Leibowitz is the founder and managing member of Lakelaw, with offices Chicago and 
Waukegan, Ill., where he represents people and businesses in bankruptcy and foreclosure defense. 
He is also senior legal advisor to Upright Law, a national consumer bankruptcy firm headquartered in 
Chicago. Mr. Leibowitz s admitted to practice in Illinois and Wisconsin and has practiced throughout 
the country. He is a member of ABI’s Board of Directors and was co-chair of an ABI task force on in-
dividual chapter 11 cases. He also served as co-chair of both ABI’s Consumer Bankruptcy Committee 
and ABI’s Commercial Fraud Committee. Mr. Leibowitz is a co-author and editor-in-chief of ABI’s 
Commerical Fraud Manual and a contributing author to Bloomberg Law – Bankruptcy Treatise. He 
is certified in both Consumer and Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification. 
He has been recognized as a Super Lawyer for many years and holds the AV-Preeminent designation 
from Martindale-Hubbell. Mr. Leibowitz has been a panel chapter 7 trustee for more 25 years. He 
served as a member of the board of directors of the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees, and 
as a chapter 7 trustee, he as administered close to 30,000 cases. Mr. Leibowitz received his B.A. in 
economics from Northwestern University and his J.D. cum laude from Loyola University of Chicago 
School of Law, where he was note editor of its law review.

Jon Jay Lieberman is an attorney with Sottile & Barile LLC in Loveland, Ohio, and currently 
represents national creditors in chapter 7, 11, 12 and 13 cases before the bankruptcy courts of Colo-
rado, the District of Columbia, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio and Wisconsin. Having 
practiced bankruptcy law for over 26 years, he has served as appellate counsel to chapter 7 trustees 
and as debtor counsel in a number of high-profile business cases. A former co-chair of ABI’s Legisla-
tion Committee, Mr. Lieberman now serves as Educational Director of ABI’s Consumer Bankruptcy 
Committee and as an Associate Editor of the ABI Journal. In addition, he is the chapter 13 chair of the 
Southern District of Ohio’s Attorney Advisory Committee, as well as corporate secretary and board 
member of The Bankruptcy Bench-Bar Conference of the Southern District of Ohio Inc. Mr. Lieber-
man received his J.D. from the University of Cincinnati College of Law in 1990.

John Longmire is a partner in the Business Reorganization and Restructuring department of Willkie 
Farr & Gallagher LLP in New York. He has over 20 years of experience in bankruptcy, restructur-
ing, workouts, acquisitions of distressed companies and distressed-debt matters. Chambers USA has 
ranked Mr. Longmire among New York’s leading attorneys on several occasions, he has been in-
cluded in The Best Lawyers in America each of the last six years, Expert Guides lists him as one of 
the leading restructuring attorneys in the world, Turnarounds & Workouts included him as one of its 
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12 Outstanding Restructuring Lawyers in 2015, Best Attorneys in America has named him among 
the top 100 lawyers in the U.S., and Global M&A Network has included him in a list of the top 100 
restructuring professionals. In addition, The Deal recently shortlisted him for Lawyer of the Year in 
the Energy and Power sector. Mr. Longmire received his B.S. in 1987 from New York University and 
his J.D. from St. John’s University School of Law in 1995.

John G. Loughnane is a partner in the Business Department of Nutter McClennen & Fish LLP in 
Boston and has more than 25 years of experience focused on growing and restructuring companies,  
including serving as regional corporate counsel (North America) for PTC. Mr. Loughnane has served 
as co-chair of ABI’s Technology & Intellectual Property Committee and currently serves on the Spe-
cial Projects Task Force of ABI’s Mediation Committee. He also serves on the board of directors of 
the Turnaround Management Association – Northeast Chapter as vice president. From 2013-15, he 
served as co-chair of the Bankruptcy Section of the Boston Bar Association. Mr. Loughnane is an 
active member of the community, serving as a corporate trustee (and past co-chair of the Conserva-
tion Council) of the Trustees of Reservations, a member of the board of directors of the Holy Cross 
Lawyers Association, and as a board member of the George Washington University Law Alumni 
Association. He is a past president of the Holy Cross Club of Boston and a volunteer and leader for 
various youth organizations. Mr. Loughnane received his A.B. from the College of the Holy Cross 
and his J.D. with honors from the George Washington University Law School.

Prof. Ronald J. Mann is the Albert E. Cinelli Enterprise Professor of Law and co-director of The 
Charles Evans Gerber Program in Transactional Studies at Columbia Law School in New York. He is 
a nationally renowned scholar in the areas of secured credit, payment systems and intellectual prop-
erty, and his work includes appellate litigation within the Office of the Independent Counsel from 
1998 to 2000, including the United States v. Hubbell case. Prof. Mann served as an assistant to the So-
licitor General in the Justice Department in the early 1990s. Prior to that, he practiced real estate and 
commercial law in Houston. Prof. Mann held several tenured positions at various universities before 
joining the Law School faculty in 2007, including the University of Michigan, University of Texas 
and Washington University School of Law. He has authored dozens of law review articles in leading 
law reviews, as well as path-breaking casebooks on commercial finance, payment systems and eco-
nomic commerce. Prof. Mann is a member of the American Law Institute, a conferee of the National 
Bankruptcy Conference and a Fellow of the American Bar Foundation. He also is a commentator on 
the SCOTUSBlog on intellectual property and banking law, and a reporter for amendments to UCC 
Articles 3, 4, and 4A, 2000-2003. He also is a frequent visiting scholar at federal reserve banks. Prof. 
Mann clerked for Hon. Joseph T. Sneed of the Ninth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals from 1985-86 and 
for Justice Lewis F. Powell, Jr. while he served on the Supreme Court, from 1986-87. Prof. Mann 
reads a variety of ancient languages, including Greek, Latin, Biblical Hebrew and Old English. He 
received his B.A. in 1982 from Rice University and his J.D. in 1985 from the University of Texas at 
Austin.

Douglas Mannal is a partner with Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel LLP in New York, where he 
advises and represents a diverse range of clients, including ad hoc creditor groups, creditors’ com-
mittees, and major secured and unsecured creditors, as well as debtors, bank agents, financial institu-
tions and other parties, in complex and often high-profile chapter 11 bankruptcy cases, out-of-court 
restructurings and other distressed situations. On behalf of creditors, Mr. Mannal has designed and 
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implemented numerous litigation-focused and negotiated strategies designed to maximize creditor 
recoveries. His creditor-focused work includes proposing and confirming plans of reorganization, in-
vestigating and prosecuting viable estate causes of action, negotiating intercreditor disputes, crafting 
cash-collateral orders, debtor-in-possession/exit financing packages and creditor-sponsored equity 
rights offerings, challenging confirmation of nonconsensual plans, and terminating exclusivity to 
propose alternative creditor-sponsored plans. He also often advises hedge funds and financial institu-
tions regarding investments in distressed companies with complex corporate and capital structures, 
including in the purchase and sale of bank and bond debt, trade claims and derivatives. Mr. Mannal 
counsels debtors and distressed businesses on obtaining debtor-in-possession financing, negotiat-
ing forbearance agreements, achieving support from trade vendors, conducting sales of nonessential 
business lines, and negotiating plans of reorganization with secured lenders, creditors’ committees 
and other stakeholders. Chambers USA recognized him from 2013-18 as a leading lawyer in the field, 
Turnarounds & Workouts named him among the Outstanding Young Restructuring Lawyers for 2012, 
and Law360 selected him as a Rising Star the same year, one of only five lawyers selected in the field 
of bankruptcy law. Mr. Mannal received his B.A. in government and law in 1995 from Lafayette Col-
lege and his J.D. from Brooklyn Law School in 2000.

Alicia B. Masse founded Alderney Advisors in 2013, a business advisory firm in Southfield, Mich., 
that focuses on providing financial and strategic solutions for stakeholders in high-risk, high-stakes 
and challenging situations. In its third year, Alderney was selected to support its automotive OEM 
clients in one of the largest global recalls in history, providing global coordinating and financial 
advisory services. Ms. Masse has led more than 100 distressed engagements. Prior to founding Al-
derney, she served as the Midwest Restructuring Leader and Global Automotive Supplier Risk Net-
work Leader for EY, where she created a global restructuring network of EY practitioners, allowing 
response to global clients with global supply risk issues within 24 hours of engagement, spanning 
the U.S., China, Europe and Canada. Ms. Masse’s early career began in auditing at Arthur Andersen, 
with significant experience at Ford Motor Co. Finance and BBK, a boutique restructuring firm serv-
ing the automotive industry. She received her M.B.A. in finance and strategy from the University of 
Michigan.

Ryan A. Maupin is a principal in the Corporate Advisory & Restructuring Practice of Grant Thorn-
ton LLP in New York. He has 15 years of restructuring experience advising domestic and interna-
tional companies, secured and unsecured creditors, and sovereign wealth and private-equity funds 
in workout situations both in and out of court, and he is currently advising a multinational oil and 
gas exploration and production company during the solvent wind-down of its international and do-
mestic operations. Previously, Mr. Maupin served as vice president of finance for an international 
luxury brand fashion house and successfully executed the solvent wind-down of its manufacturing 
operations in Milan, Italy. He is a member of ABI and was selected as part of the inaugural class of 
ABI’s “40 Under 40” in 2017. He is also a member of the Association of Insolvency & Restructuring 
Advisors and the Turnaround Management Association. Mr. Maupin received his B.S. from Millikin 
University.

Kathryn B. McGlynn is a senior director with AlixPartners, LLP in New York, previously Zolfo 
Cooper, and has more than 15 years of experience as a financial advisor in distressed and bankrupt 
situations, with a primary focus on advising unsecured creditor committees and senior lenders. She 
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has worked with debtors, senior lenders, unsecured creditors and bond insurers both in bankruptcy 
and out-of-court matters. Her experience also includes working on litigation matters in bankruptcy 
situations. Ms. McGlynn has served clients in the airline, energy, fast casual restaurants, for-profit 
school systems, health care, investment management, mining, municipal and retail sectors. Prior 
to joining Zolfo Cooper in 2018, Ms. McGlynn was a senior vice president in Deloitte’s corporate 
restructuring group and was a part of the restructuring practices at Gavin/Solomonese, Grant Thorn-
ton and Mesirow Financial Consulting (formerly KPMG’s corporate restructuring group). She is a 
member of ABI and the Turnaround Management Association, for which she currently serves as vice 
president of Programming for its New York Chapter, and was named an ABI “40 Under 40” honoree 
in the program’s inaugural class in 2017. Ms. McGlynn received her B.S. from the University of 
Texas at Austin.

Pauline K. Morgan is a partner in Young Conaway Stargatt & Taylor LLP’s Bankruptcy & Corporate 
Restructuring Section in Wilmington, Del., and has represented debtors, creditors’ committees and 
secured lenders in some of the nation’s largest chapter 11 cases. She also is a member of the firm’s 
management committee. Ms. Morgan is a member of the Delaware, New York, Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey bars, as well as ABI, the Turnaround Management Association, the Association of In-
solvency and Restructuring Advisors and many other professional organizations. She was appointed 
by the Chief Judge of the Third Circuit Court of Appeals to serve on the most recent Merit Selection 
Committee for bankruptcy judges in the District of Delaware. Ms. Morgan has been recognized in 
The Best Lawyers of America as a leading bankruptcy practitioner in Delaware and is ranked in the 
top tier by Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for Business. In 2015, she was inducted as 
a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, and in 2016 she became a Fellow of the American 
Bar Foundation. Ms. Morgan received her J.D. from the University of Pennsylvania Law School in 
1987.

Richard D. Nelson is an attorney and member of the law firm of Cohen, Todd, Kite & Stanford, LLC 
in Cincinnati. He was admitted to practice before the U.S. District and Bankruptcy Courts in 1974. 
Mr. Nelson has been a chapter 7 panel trustee since 1989 and he has served as a chapter 11 trustee 
operating and liquidating businesses in over 100 separate cases. He currently chairs the Attorney 
Advisory Committee of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of Ohio, he has been a 
board member of the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees since 2008 (including a term as 
its president from 2015-16), is currently a member of the ABI’s Central States Bankruptcy Workshop 
Advisory Board, and has been a previous presenter for the ABI at the National Conference of Bank-
ruptcy Judges. He has been listed in Ohio Super Lawyers and is a frequent speaker at a number of 
seminars on bankruptcy and reorganization topics. Mr. Nelson received his B.A. from Miami Univer-
sity of Ohio in 1971 and his J.D. in 1974 from the University of Cincinnati College of Law.

Jeffrey P. Nolan is an attorney with Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones in Los Angeles and has experi-
ence litigating tort, contract and business disputes. He has successfully litigated numerous jury tri-
als in state and federal courts as well as federal appeals before the Sixth and Ninth Circuit Courts 
of Appeals. Mr. Nolan also has experience representing unsecured creditors, trustees and creditors’ 
committees in chapter 11 and 7 cases. He has prosecuted litigation to recover debtor assets in district 
courts and bankruptcy courts throughout the country, including prosecuting breach-of-fiduciary-duty 
and tort claims, as well as fraudulent-transfer and other avoidance actions. Mr. Nolan has defended 
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numerous corporations and individuals in avoidance claims and business disputes in state and federal 
court, including Holiday Inn, Paxton Automotive Industries, Lippert Components and Tyson Foods. 
He was named to the 2018 and 2019 editions of U.S. News & World Report’s “Best Lawyers in 
America” list in the practice area of Bankruptcy Litigation, and was previously selected a Super Law-
yers “Rising Star.” He is admitted to practice in California. Mr. Nolan received his B.A. in 1986 from 
Providence College and his J.D. in 1991 from McGeorge School of Law, University of the Pacific.

Randy Nussbaum is an attorney with Sacks Tierney P.A. in Scottsdale, Ariz., and has assisted in-
dividuals and businesses with complex bankruptcy protection (debtor and creditor), transaction and 
litigation matters for nearly 40 years. He has represented secured and unsecured creditors, surety 
companies, creditors’ committees, lessors, professional athletes, doctors, lawyers, and trustees in 
chapter 7, 11 and 13 proceedings, including adversary actions (bankruptcy litigation). The cases have 
involved such diverse matters as real estate, construction, manufacturing, trucking, asset-based lend-
ing, bankruptcy related to divorce, and high-value and complex individual bankruptcies. Mr. Nuss-
baum is a Certified Bankruptcy Specialist by the Arizona Board of Legal Specialization and is Board 
Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification. He has been named to 
the Super Lawyers “Top 50” list of Arizona attorneys multiple times and has been listed in The Best 
Lawyers in America annually since 2010, having recently received its 2019 Bankruptcy “Lawyer of 
the Year” award in Scottsdale. Mr. Nussbaum is a 1990 graduate of Scottsdale Leadership and has 
volunteered for the organization for nearly 30 years, serves on its advisory board, and is a recipient 
of the prestigious Frank W. Hodges Alumni Achievement Award. He also served as a Sterling Awards 
Jurist for the Scottsdale Chamber of Commerce and received the Chamber’s Volunteer of the Year 
Award for 2017. In 2018, he was inducted into the Scottsdale History Hall of Fame. Mr. Nussbaum 
received his B.A. cum laude and in 1977 his J.D. in 1980 from Arizona State University, graduating 
in the top 25 percent of his class.

Norman L. Pernick leads the Wilmington, Del., office of Cole Schotz P.C. and co-chairs its Bank-
ruptcy & Corporate Restructuring Department. He has almost 35 years of experience in the bankruptcy 
and workout arena, focusing on mid- to large-sized chapter 11 public and privately held debtor-side 
representations, as well as creditors’ committees, major creditors, management, boards of directors 
and trustees. Chief Judge Anthony Scirica, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit, appointed 
Mr. Pernick to serve on the 2005 Merit Selection Committee for Bankruptcy Judgeship Vacancies in 
the District of Delaware. The Supreme Court of the State of Delaware also selected him to serve as 
a member of the Delaware Board of Bar Examiners. Mr. Pernick is actively involved in numerous 
professional organizations, including ABI, the American College of Bankruptcy, the Delaware State 
Bar Association Bankruptcy Law Section, the Delaware Bankruptcy Inns of Court and the Delaware 
Pro Se Consumer Bankruptcy Initiative. He also is the author of the Bankruptcy Deadline Checklist, 
now in its fifth edition and published by the American Bar Association’s Business Law Section. Mr. 
Pernick received his B.A. magna cum laude with high honors in 1981 from Brandeis University and 
his J.D. with honors in 1984 from The George Washington University Law School.

Nancy A. Peterman is chair of Greenberg Traurig, LLP’s Restructuring & Bankruptcy Practice in 
Chicago and focuses on complex corporate restructurings and M&A transactions involving special 
situations and distressed companies, whether implemented in court or out of court. She has repre-
sented private-equity funds, debtors, sellers, purchasers, investor groups and creditors in these mat-
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ters. Ms. Peterman is experienced in distressed health care transactions and has played central roles in 
numerous health care cases. She was instrumental in enacting the health care bankruptcy provisions 
of the 2005 amendments to the Bankruptcy Code. Ms. Peterman has lectured and spoken extensively 
on health care bankruptcy issues and is a former co-chair of ABI’s Health Care Committee. She is 
a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy, is a Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law 
by the American Board of Certification, and is listed in Chambers USA and The Best Lawyers in 
America. Ms. Peterman was co-editor in chief of Wiley Bankruptcy Law Update, assistant editor for 
West’s Norton Bankruptcy Law and Practice treatise, and an assistant editor and a contributing author 
for ABI’s Health Care Insolvency Manual. She earned both her undergraduate degree and J.D. from 
the University of Michigan.

Ronald R. Peterson is a partner with Jenner & Block in Chicago, where he concentrates his practice 
in the areas of commercial, insolvency and bankruptcy law. He is a member of the firm’s Bankruptcy 
Litigation, Corporate Finance, Real Estate and Construction Litigation practice groups. A Fellow 
in the American College of Bankruptcy, Mr. Peterson focuses primarily on representing debtors, 
trustees, creditors, committees, landlords and secured lenders in chapter 11 cases. He also counsels 
clients on a variety of transactional issues, including corporate restructurings. Since 2003, Chambers 
& Partners has named him one of the country’s leading lawyers in bankruptcy law, and he is AV-
rated by Martindale-Hubbell. Mr. Peterson has been a member of the panel of chapter 7 trustees for 
the Northern District of Illinois’s Eastern Division since 1987 and has presided over numerous com-
plex commercial cases, including Stotler & Co., the country’s tenth-largest commodities house, and 
Lancelot Investment, a $1.7 billion Ponzi scheme. He has also served as examiner in Robert Lund, a 
large real estate developer, and as chairman of the creditors’ committee in Thomas J. Petters, a $3.5 
billion Ponzi scheme. Mr. Peterson is a member of ABI, as well as the Business Bankruptcy Commit-
tee of the Business Law Section and the Bankruptcy Litigation Committee of the Litigation Section of 
the American Bar Association. He is also a director of the National Association of Bankruptcy Trust-
ees and a member of INSOL (International Association of Restructuring, Insolvency & Bankruptcy 
Professionals). Mr. Peterson is admitted to practice before the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the Third, 
Sixth, Seventh, Eighth and Ninth Circuits, and the U.S. District Courts for the Northern and Central 
Districts of Illinois, the Northern District of Indiana, the Eastern District of Wisconsin, and the West-
ern District of Michigan. He received his A.B. cum laude in speech and political science from Ripon 
College in 1970 and his J.D. in 1973 from the University of Chicago Law School.

Oscar N. Pinkas is a partner with and member of Dentons US LLP’s Restructuring, Insolvency & 
Bankruptcy practice in New York, where he represents clients in and out of court in stressed, distressed, 
workout, receivership, insolvency and bankruptcy situations involving strategic, operational or financial 
issues, with an emphasis on M&A, equity or debt-financing transactions. His clients include investors, 
purchasers, lenders/agents, indenture trustees, estate fiduciaries, committees and debtors. Mr. Pinkas 
was selected for the inaugural class of ABI’s “40 Under 40” honorees in 2017, and he was named an 
Emerging Leader in M&A, Financing and Turnaround by The M&A Advisor, a top-rated bankruptcy 
attorney in Super Lawyers, and a Top Attorney Under 40 by Bankruptcy Law360. Restructurings or 
transactions he has been at the center of have been named “Out of Court Restructuring of the Year” 
or “Cross-Border Turnaround of the Year” by Global M&A Network’s Turnaround Atlas Awards and 
“Restructuring Deal of the Year” or “Industry Deal of the Year” by The M&A Advisor. Mr. Pinkas is a 
frequent writer for the ABI Journal. He received his B.A. in economics from Rollins College in 2001, 
his M.B.A. with honors from Solvay Business School, Université Libre de Bruxelles (ULB), in 2002, 
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and his J.D. from Seton Hall University School of Law in 2006, where he was a publishing member of 
the Seton Hall Journal of Sports and Entertainment Law.

Jeffrey N. Pomerantz is a partner with Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones in Los Angeles, where his 
practice includes representing companies, creditors’ committees and private-equity funds in complex 
in- and out-of-court financial restructurings and merger-and-acquisition transactions. He has particu-
lar expertise in restructurings in the restaurant and retail sectors, and is generally focused on middle-
market companies with annual revenues ranging from $50 million to $300 million. Mr. Pomerantz 
also has an active creditors’ committee practice, having represented more than 20 creditors’ commit-
tees over the past several years. He is ABI’s President and authored “The Bare Necessities of Critical 
Vendor Motions—It’s a Jungle Out There,” 13 Journal of Bankruptcy Law & Practice (2004), and he 
has lectured or been a panelist for ABI, the Los Angeles Bankruptcy Forum, the Financial Lawyers 
Conference and the Credit Managers Association. He is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell and was 
named a “Super Lawyer” in the field of Bankruptcy & Creditor/Debtor Rights from 2009-12 in Los 
Angeles magazine. Mr. Pomerantz received both his undergraduate degree Phi Beta Kappa and his 
J.D. from New York University, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif.

Christy L. Rivera is a partner in the bankruptcy and financial restructuring group of Norton Rose 
Fulbright US LLP in New York, where her practice focuses on representing financial institutions, 
corporate trustees and other parties in interest in chapter 11 cases, workouts and financial restructur-
ings. She has represented buyers in sales and other asset dispositions both in and outside of formal 
bankruptcy proceedings. A large part of Ms. Rivera’s practice consists of transactional and advisory 
work representing financial institutions and companies in a wide range of corporate and financing 
transactions, including sales, structured finance, securitization, and asset-based and secured lending 
transactions. She also has experience advising energy companies, lenders, project sponsors and other 
investors in connection with the acquisition and financing of energy infrastructure projects. Ms. Rive-
ra has written on many aspects of bankruptcy law, including cramdown interest, issues arising under 
the Trustee Indenture Act and derivatives. She received her undergraduate degree from the University 
of Michigan and her J.D. from New York University School of Law.

William J. Rochelle, III is ABI’s Editor-at-Large and resides in New York. Previously, he published 
for Bloomberg from 2007-15. Prior to his second career in journalism, Mr. Rochelle practiced bank-
ruptcy law for 35 years, including 17 years as a partner in the New York office of Fulbright & Jawor-
ski LLP. In addition to writing, he travels the country for ABI, speaking to bar groups and profes-
sional organizations on hot topics in the turnaround community and trends in consumer bankruptcies. 
Mr. Rochelle earned his undergraduate and law degrees from Columbia University, where he was a 
Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar.

Thomas J. Salerno is a partner in the Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights practice at Stinson Leonard 
Street (US) LLP in Phoenix, where he represents distressed companies, acquirers and creditors in 
financial restructurings and bankruptcy proceedings, pre- and post-bankruptcy workouts, and cor-
porate recapitalizations. He works with clients from an array of industries, including casinos, resort 
hotels, sports teams, real estate, high-tech manufacturing, electricity generation, agribusiness, con-
struction, health care, airlines and franchised fast-food operations. Mr. Salerno has represented par-
ties in insolvency proceedings in 30 states and five countries. He has been involved in restructurings 
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in the U.S., U.K., Germany, France, Switzerland, and the Czech and Slovak Republics. In addition, 
Mr. Salerno taught comparative international insolvency at the University of Salzburg and Gray’s Inn 
School of Law in London, and is an adjunct professor at the Sandra Day O’Connor School of Law 
at Arizona State University, teaching bankruptcy litigation and advanced chapter 11 bankruptcy. He 
is also a regular guest lecturer at the Eller MBA Program for the University of Arizona. Mr. Salerno 
has served as an expert witness on U.S. insolvency law in litigation in Germany, and represented 
Coyote Hockey LLC, the owners of the Phoenix Coyotes of the National Hockey League (NHL), in 
historic bankruptcy proceedings that resulted in an unprecedented solution: the NHL purchasing one 
of its own teams for the first time in the league’s 90-year history. He headed the U.S. delegation to the 
Czech Republic in advising the Czech Government in the historic revamping of its bankruptcy law, 
which took effect in January 2008, and he has also advised on revamping insolvency laws in the Do-
minican Republic and Costa Rica. Mr. Salerno is a member of the UNCITRAL working group on its 
Insolvency Law Reform Project, completed in early 2007. He is a former ABI Board and Executive 
Committee member, a past director of the American Board of Certification, a Fellow of the American 
College of Bankruptcy, and a member of the Plan Issues Advisory Subcommittee for ABI’s landmark 
Bankruptcy Review Commission. Mr. Salerno received his B.A. summa cum laude from Rutgers 
University and his J.D. cum laude from Notre Dame Law School, where he served as an editor of the 
Notre Dame Law Review.

Robert V. Sartin is the chairman of Frost Brown Todd in Nashville, Tenn. In 2009, in the wake of 
the OEM bailouts, he convened the firm’s Automotive Industry Task Force and later relocated his 
practice to Nashville, where he helped the firm capitalize on the region’s burgeoning auto space. To-
day, the Automotive Industry Team is among the firm’s most esteemed and accomplished teams; its 
annual symposium, AutoConnect, draws thought leaders and industry titans from around the globe. 
Throughout his decades-long career, Mr. Sartin has worked in some of the most heavily regulated sec-
tors, from the coal and auto industries to new ventures in health care and biopharmaceuticals, often 
acting as lead outside counsel for large national and multinational companies. He routinely advises 
clients on important contractual, transactional, tax and compliance matters, including asset and stock 
acquisitions, M&A’s, joint-venture formation and dissolution, private placements, tax planning, re-
financings and corporate restructurings. He also oversees all 12 of the firm’s offices and the firm’s 
ancillary business ventures. He serves or has served on its Strategic Planning, Finance, Advancement 
and Executive Committees. Mr. Sartin received his B.B.A. in 1989 from Baylor University, his J.D. 
in 1995 from Washington & Lee University and his LL.M. in taxation in 1997 from New York Uni-
versity, where he was chairman of the Moot Court Board.

Summer M. Shaw is a founding member and bankruptcy lawyer of DOLING SHAW & HANOVER, 
APC, a bankruptcy boutique law firm serving Southern California with its main office located in Palm 
Desert. She represents creditors and debtors in bankruptcy and insolvency matters. Ms. Shaw started 
her career in 2002 at the Law Offices of George Hanover in Palm Desert and was made partner at the 
firm Hanover & Shaw. She serves as the president of the Inland Empire Bankruptcy Forum (IEBF), a 
division of the California Bankruptcy Forum. Ms. Shaw was presented with the 2016 Honor Roll of 
Pro Bono Volunteers by Hon. Mark D. Houle of the Central District of California, and she is a very 
active member of the bankruptcy bar. She is also a professor of bankruptcy law at the California Des-
ert Trial Academy (CDTA). Ms. Shaw is admitted to practice in all state and federal courts in Cali-
fornia, including the Supreme Court of California. In addition, she is admitted to practice before the 
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U.S. Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals and the Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals. Ms. Shaw was a selected 
as a member of the inaugural class of ABI’s “40 Under 40” in 2017.

Zachary H. Smith is a partner and the chair of Moore & Van Allen PLLC’s Bankruptcy & Financial 
Restructuring practice, based in Charlotte, N.C. His recent representations include FirstBank Puerto 
Rico as senior pre-petition secured lender in various chapter 11 cases in Puerto Rico, Florida and 
New York, as well as cross-border matters, and in proceedings under the Puerto Rico Oversight, 
Management, and Economic Stability Act; Ares Management as senior secured lender in a chapter 
11 case in the Eastern District of North Carolina; the court-appointed receiver of a British Virgin 
Islands-based resort; distressed venture capital start-up Filip Technologies, Inc. and its domestic, 
U.K. and Norway affiliates in chapter 11 cases; and counsel to Putnam Bridge Funding in the suc-
cessful acquisition and revitalization of Marina Puerto del Rey, the largest Caribbean marina. Ms. 
Smith was selected by Law360 as one of five national Bankruptcy Rising Stars in 2013 and by Turn-
arounds & Workouts as one of 12 national Outstanding Young Restructuring Lawyers in 2013. He 
authored “The Section 363 Sale Process: Key Considerations for the Prepetition Secured Lender” 
for The International Comparative Legal Guide to Lending and Secured Finance, published in 2017, 
and is a Senior Lecturing Fellow at Duke Law School. Mr. Smith was a member of ABI’s inaugural 
“40 Under 40” class in 2017, and he is an advisory board member and vice-chair of ABI’s Caribbean 
Insolvency Symposium. He also is a graduate of the Juilliard School and has given solo piano perfor-
mances at Carnegie Hall and Lincoln Center. Mr. Smith received his A.B. cum laude from Harvard 
University and his J.D. cum laude from Boston University School of Law.

Samuel E. Star, CPA is a senior managing director in FTI Consulting, Inc.’s Corporate Finance & 
Restructuring segment in New York. He specializes in providing services to creditors in chapter 11 
and out-of-court workout situations. Mr. Star has more than 25 years of experience in such indus-
tries as airlines, automotive, chemicals, consumer products, energy and financial services. Mr. Star 
has provided in-court testimony on various topics, including financing and plan-confirmation issues. 
Chapter 11 and out-of-court restructuring cases that he has been involved with include Abengoa US, 
Abitibi Bowater, Arcapita Bank, Avaya Restructuring, Caesars Entertainment, Cengage Learning, 
Cenveo Corp., Cone Mills, Corus Bankshares, Dana Corp., Dewey & LeBoeuf, Endeavour Interna-
tional, Friendly’s Restaurants, Graceway Pharmaceuticals, Grubb & Ellis, Gibson Brands, Harry & 
David, Horsehead, Journal Register Co., Lehman Brothers, Lionel, Momentive Performance, New 
Century Financial, Northwest Airlines, Optima Specialty Steel, Ormet Corp., Reichhold Industries, 
SageCrest Finance, Smurfit Stone Container, Toys “R” Us, The Great Atlantic & Pacific Tea Com-
pany, U.S. Airways, Vantage Drilling and Visteon. Mr. Star is a frequent speaker for various organiza-
tions on matters impacting the rights of unsecured creditors. Prior to joining FTI Consulting, he was 
a managing director at Ernst & Young Corporate Finance. Mr. Star received his B.S. in accounting 
from the State University of New York at Albany.

Elizabeth E. Stephens is Of Counsel with Sullivan Hill Lewin Rez & Engel and serves as manag-
ing attorney of its Las Vegas office. She practices in the area of insolvency and bankruptcy, primarily 
representing trustees and creditors in consumer bankruptcies. She is also an experienced appellate 
lawyer, having successfully litigated before the Ninth Circuit, the Ninth Circuit Bankruptcy Appel-
late Panel, the courts of the District of Nevada and the Supreme Court of the State of Nevada, and the 
State of Wisconsin. She also is admitted to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court. Previously, Ms. 
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Stephens was an assistant state public defender for the State of Wisconsin in the Appellate Division, 
where she litigated hundreds of criminal appeals in the state and federal courts. She also represented 
consumer debtors in chapter 7 and 13 bankruptcies. Ms. Stephens received her B.A. in 1969 froim 
Alverno College, her M.A.L.S. in 1971 from the University of Wisconsin and her J.D. cum laude 
in 1984 from Marquette University Law School, where she was a staff editor of the Marquette Law 
Review.

Leon Szlezinger is co-head of Jefferies LLC’s Restructuring Department in New York and has more 
than 25 years of professional experience advising troubled companies and their stakeholders. He 
has advised company management and boards, secured lenders, bondholders and equityholders in 
bankruptcy matters and out-of-court restructurings in the U.S. and overseas. Mr. Szlezinger has also 
provided assistance to underperforming businesses and potential acquirers of distressed assets/enti-
ties, and has advised clients on general business issues. His industry specialization includes health 
care, industrial, real estate, energy and aviation, and he has advised significant stakeholders in such 
restructurings as Energy Future Holdings, Momentive, KV Pharmaceutical, American Airlines, East-
man Kodak, Quebecor, Delphi, Enron, Parmalat and Federal Mogul, having testified on numerous 
occasions. Prior to joining Jefferies, Mr. Szlezinger was a senior managing director at Mesirow Fi-
nancial Consulting and a corporate recovery partner at KPMG and PricewaterhouseCoopers. A for-
mer co-chair of ABI’s Investment Banking Committee, he has frequently been recognized as a top 
restructuring advisor by The Deal, has been included in the K&A Restructuring Register, been listed 
in the Bankruptcy Insider as a top creditor advisor, and was featured in Turnaround & Workouts’s 
“People to Watch.” He also received the 2014 Mega Turnaround of the Year award from the Turn-
around Management Association.

Harvey L. Tepner is an independent corporate director and private investor in New York. Previ-
ously, he was a former senior executive at WL Ross & Co. and a general partner in the WL Ross 
private equity funds. At WL Ross, his responsibilities included sourcing, structuring and managing 
investments and select portfolio companies as well investing in distressed loans and debt securities. 
Mr. Tepner’s expertise encompasses business strategy and planning, corporate governance, corporate 
finance, restructurings and troubled company M&A, and he is experienced in numerous industries. 
He has worked closely with management teams to establish and implement key initiatives for improv-
ing operating performance and increasing enterprise value. Mr. Tepner serves on the boards of Core-
Mark Holding Co., Clear Channel Outdoor Holdings, Alpha Natural Resources Holdings, Nine West 
Holdings and Village Roadshow Entertainment Group. He previously served on the boards of several 
public and private companies, including companies in India and Brazil, where he had an instrumental 
role in fostering their turnarounds. Prior to WL Ross, Mr. Tepner was an investment banker at Roth-
schild, Dillon, Read & Co. Loeb Partners and Compass Advisors, where he specialized in bankrupt-
cies, restructurings and troubled company M&A. He began his career with PricewaterhouseCoopers. 
Mr. Tepner has spoken and written extensively about corporate strategy, business planning, corporate 
restructurings and M&A, including co-authoring A Guide for Acquiring Businesses in Bankruptcy. 
He is a member of the National Association of Corporate Directors and the International Insolvency 
Institute, and is a member and former director of ABI. Mr. Tepner received his B.A. from Carleton 
University, his M.B.A. from Cornell University, is a CPA/CA (Canada), and has held academic ap-
pointments in accounting at Cornell University and York University.
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Hon. Deborah L. Thorne is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois in Chicago, 
appointed on Oct. 22, 2015. She is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and a member 
of the Board of Governors for the Seventh Circuit Bar Association, and sits on ABI’s Board of Direc-
tors, having previously served as ABI’s Vice President-Communication and Information Technology. 
Previously, Judge Thorne was a partner with Barnes & Thornburg LLP in Chicago. Her practice in-
cluded the representation of creditors and other parties in insolvency proceedings, and she frequently 
served as a federal equity receiver in commodity fraud cases brought by the Commodity Futures 
Trading Commission. In addition, she served as co-chair of the Women’s Initiative for the firm and 
as a federal equity receiver in cases involving commodity fraud in the Northern District of Illinois. 
Judge Thorne is a past chair of both the Chicago Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Committee and the 
Seventh Circuit Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Committee. She authored ABI’s Preference Defense 
Handbook, The Circuits Compared and is one of the authors of ABI’s Interrupted! Understanding 
Bankruptcy’s Effects on Manufacturing Supply Chains. In addition, she has been included in The Best 
Lawyers in America in the area of bankruptcy and creditor-debtor rights law, was recognized as a 
Leading Lawyer in Illinois and has been recognized by Illinois Super Lawyers every year since 2003. 
Judge Thorne received her B.A. from Macalester College, her M.A.T. from Duke University and her 
J.D. with honors from Illinois Institute of Technology Chicago-Kent College of Law.

Lisa B. Vandesteeg, CIPP is a legal team leader and tactical advisor for business with Sugar Felsen-
thal Grais & Hammer LLP in Chicago, where her practice is focused on risk-identification and miti-
gation for her clients, primarily in the areas of business continuity and business tort, data security and 
privacy, and bankruptcy and restructuring. She counsels businesses in a wide variety of industries on 
issues such as contracting with third parties or partnership/ownership disputes and represents clients 
in state, federal and bankruptcy courts, in municipal and administrative proceedings, and using alter-
native dispute resolution processes. Ms. Vandesteeg is experienced in nearly every facet of commer-
cial bankruptcy and restructuring, having represented debtors, secured creditors, unsecured creditors 
and unsecured creditors’ committees. Within the bankruptcy arena, she has prosecuted complex ad-
versary and contested litigation matters including, among others, actions to pierce the corporate veil, 
to undo fraudulent transfers and to avoid liens. She also assists clients in the development of reason-
able and appropriate data security and privacy programs and policies related to use of technology, 
mobile devices or document retention. She also advises clients on compliance with various regulatory 
and statutory requirements, including TCPA, CAN-SPAM, GLBA, and the newly effective New York 
State cybersecurity regulation applicable to financial and insurance institutions. Ms. Vandesteeg was 
recognized in ABI’s 2017 inaugural class of “40 Under 40.” She received her B.A. from Columbia 
University and her J.D. from Boston College.

Jane A. VanLare is a partner with Cleary, Gottlieb, Steen & Hamilton LLP in New York, where her 
practice focuses on restructuring, insolvency and bankruptcy litigation. She has advised on significant 
transactions in the bankruptcy and restructuring space, including acting as counsel to ModSpace, the 
largest U.S. provider of temporary and modular office space, in the restructuring of nearly $1 billion 
in secured debt through a pre-packaged chapter 11 plan; SMP Ltd., a leading polysilicon manufac-
turer based in Korea, in connection with its request for chapter 15 recognition of its Korean insolven-
cy proceedings, as well as its adversary proceeding against SunEdison, Inc.; Overseas Shipholding 
Group’s successful restructuring and exit from chapter 11 bankruptcy protection, which IFLR named 
as “Restructuring Deal of the Year”; Goldman Sachs in the Lehman Brothers chapter 11 proceedings, 
which IFLR named “Restructuring Deal of the Year”; and to Truvo Group in its chapter 11 proceed-
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ings, which IFLR named as an “EMEA Restructuring Deal of the Year.” In 2017, Ms. VanLare was 
honored on Benchmark Litigation’s “Under 40 Hot List.” She received her A.B. magna cum laude 
and Phi Beta Kappa from Harvard College in 2004 and her J.D. from Harvard Law School in 2007, 
where she was editor-in-chief of the Harvard Negotiation Law Review.

Hon. Madeleine C. Wanslee is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Arizona in Phoenix, 
sworn in on March 17, 2014. Previously, she was an associate and then partner at Gust Rosenfeld, 
PLC, where she was active in the firm’s management committee and co-chaired the firm’s bankruptcy 
practice group. Her practice focused on bankruptcy and creditors’ rights, and she represented small 
businesses, financial institutions, corporations and state agencies. While in private practice, Judge 
Wanslee was a certified bankruptcy specialist. She also argued a number of appeals, including United 
Student Aid Funds Inc. v. Espinosa before the U.S. Supreme Court. Judge Wanslee is a member of the 
Ninth Circuit Bankruptcy Education Committee and chairs Arizona’s Bankruptcy Court local rules 
committee. She is a charter member and past president of the Arizona Bankruptcy American Inn of 
Court and is past chair of the Ninth Circuit Bankruptcy Judges Education Committee, the Ninth Cir-
cuit Lawyer Representatives Coordinating Committee, the Arizona Lawyer Representatives and the 
Bankruptcy Section of the State Bar of Arizona. She also served on the American Board of Certifica-
tion’s Standards Committee and on the Arizona State Bar’s Bankruptcy Advisory Committee, which 
both certify bankruptcy specialists. Judge Wanslee received her B.F.A. and B.A. from the University 
of Arizona and her J.D. from Gonzaga University School of Law, where she served as a writer and ex-
ecutive editor of the Gonzaga Law Review. Following law school, she clerked for Chief Bankruptcy 
Judge Robert C. Jones of the District of Nevada.

Jeffrey W. Warren is a founder and president of Bush Ross, PA in Tampa, Fla., where he focuses on 
commercial litigation and dispute resolution. He has a experience in chapter 11 reorganization cases, 
both as courtroom counsel and as an out-of-court negotiator and problem-solver. He also is certified 
by the Supreme Court of Florida as a Circuit mediator. Mr. Warren is admitted to practice in Florida, 
the U.S. District Courts for the Middle, Northern and Southern Districts of Florida, the U.S. Courts 
of Appeals for the Fourth, Fifth, Tenth and Eleventh Circuits, and the U.S. Supreme Court. He has 
been inducted as a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and is a former contributing editor 
for the ABI Journal. He is also Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board 
of Certification. Mr. Warren has served as president and chair of the Tampa Bay Bankruptcy Bar 
Association, and has authored several chapters for Florida Bar publications and numerous articles 
regarding creditors’ rights issues. In 2008, the Tampa Bay Bankruptcy Bar Association presented Mr. 
Warren with its “Douglas P. McClurg Professionalism Award.” He has been recognized in The Best 
Lawyers in America since 1995 and received its “Lawyer of the Year” designation in Bankruptcy 
Creditor Debtor Rights and Bankruptcy Litigation in 2011 and 2013, respectively. He has also been 
named to Florida’s “Legal Elite” by Florida Trend Magazine since 2005, and has been recognized as 
one of the top 10 Florida Super Lawyers for 2008, 2009, 2013, 2014 and 2015. Mr. Warren is rated 
AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell. He received both his B.S. in 1969 and his J.D. in 1972 from 
the University of Florida.

Hon. Eugene R. Wedoff served as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois in 
Chicago from 1987-2015 and as chief judge from 2002-07. He is ABI’s immediate past president and 
sits on the 15-member expert panel for ABI’s Commission on Consumer Bankruptcy. Judge Wedoff 
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presided over the chapter 11 reorganization of United Air Lines, was a member of the Advisory Com-
mittee on Bankruptcy Rules from 2004-14 and served as its chair after 2010. His work on the Rules 
Committee involved both the implementation of the means test forms and creation of the national 
form for chapter 13 plans. Judge Wedoff was the president of the National Conference of Bankruptcy 
Judges from 2013-14 and also served as a member of the NCBJ’s Board of Governors, as its sec-
retary, and as chair of its education committee. Judge Wedoff is a Fellow in the American College 
of Bankruptcy, as well as a member of the National Bankruptcy Conference. He is the author of the 
chapter on professional employment in Queenan, Hendel and Hillinger, Chapter 11 Theory and Prac-
tice (LRP Publications 1994), has been an associate editor of the American Bankruptcy Law Journal 
and currently serves as a contributing editor of the Thomson Reuters Bankruptcy Law Letter. Judge 
Wedoff is a frequent lecturer and has served as a member of the Federal Judicial Center’s Committee 
on Bankruptcy Judge Education. In 2016, he received the Judge William L. Norton Jr. Judicial Excel-
lence Award; in 2009, he received the Lawrence P. King Award from the Commercial Law League; 
and in 1995, he received the Excellence in Education Award from the NCBJ. Judge Wedoff graduated 
from the college and law school of the University of Chicago.

Daniel A. White is a bankruptcy attorney and commercial litigator with Askew & Mazel, LLC in Al-
buquerque, N.M., and primarily focuses on bankruptcy litigation, including secured lender represen-
tation, trustee representation, fraudulent-transfer and preference litigation, stay relief, and contested 
matters such as claims objections. He also has experience in commercial real estate matters, including 
commercial foreclosures and commercial landlord/tenant disputes. Mr. White co-chairs ABI’s Young 
and New Members Committee and is chair-elect of the board of the Bankruptcy Law Section of the 
State Bar of New Mexico. He occasionally provides pro bono legal assistance to select clients via the 
New Mexico Immigrant Law Center and has served as a volunteer mediator for the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court for the District of New Mexico. He has published articles on bankruptcy issues in the New 
Mexico Lawyer and the ABI Journal, as well as in ABI committee newsletters. Mr. White received 
his undergraduate degrees in finance and international business and holds an M.A. in economics from 
New Mexico State University.

Mark P. Williams is an attorney with Norman, Wood, Kendrick & Turner in Birmingham, Ala., and 
has handled all phases of creditor representation throughout the State of Alabama, including bank-
ruptcy, commercial litigation, construction litigation, commercial collections, mechanics and mate-
rialmens’ lien claims, mortgage foreclosures and appeals for over 30 years. He is Board Certified in 
Creditors’ Rights and Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification, of which he 
has served on its board of directors since 2009, and he holds a Judicial AV-Preeminent rating and an 
AV-Preeminent® rating from Martindale-Hubbell. Mr. Williams is a past chairman of the Bankruptcy 
and Commercial Law Section of the Alabama State Bar and has served as an adjunct lecturer of legal 
studies at the University of Alabama School of Commerce and Business Administration and as an 
adjunct professor in bankruptcy and creditors’ rights at the University of Alabama School of Law. 
He also coaches the bankruptcy moot court team for the University of Alabama School of Law. Mr. 
Williams previouisly clerked for Hon. George S. Wright, former Chief Judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court for the Northern District of Alabama. He was recognized in the 25th Edition of The Best Law-
yers in America for his work in Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganiza-
tion Law and has been recognized by Alabama Super Lawyers in the practice area of Bankruptcy & 
Creditor/Debtor Rights since 2009. He also was named in B-Metro Magazine’s “Top Lawyers” in 
2010, 2012 and 2016-18, and in BHM BIZ’s “Top Lawyers” in 2016. Mr. Williams served on the Ala-
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bama Law Institute’s Revised Article 9 Committee and as co-chair of the Professional Compensation 
Committee, as well as on ABI’s Website Editorial Board. He received his B.A. in 1981 and J.D. in 
1984 from the University of Alabama, where he was an associate editor of the Alabama Law Review

Andrea Wimmer is an attorney with Schian Walker PLC in Phoenix and has more than 10 years 
of experience in representing consumer and nonconsumer debtors in a variety of bankruptcy mat-
ters. Previously, she was a managing attorney at Marco|Wimmer PLLC in Mesa, Ariz., a boutique 
firm specializing in consumer bankruptcy and personal-injury matters. Ms. Wimmer was selected 
for ABI’s inaugural 2017 class of “40 Under 40” honorees. An inaugural member of the Arizona 
Bankruptcy American Inn of Court, she has served the organization as president, vice president and 
treasurer and helped it attain Platinum status in the American Inns of Court’s “Achieving Excellence” 
program. Additionally, she is treasurer of the Arizona Consumer Bankruptcy Counsel and serves 
on the Bankruptcy Advisory Commission to the Arizona Board of Legal Specialization. A native of 
Austria who is fluent in English and German, Ms. Wimmer came to the U.S. after high school to at-
tend college and law school. She has spoken at a variety of CLE events, including the State Bar of 
Arizona’s annual convention, ABI’s Southwest Bankruptcy Conference and Norton’s Bankruptcy 
Litigation Seminar. She enjoys writing and has been published in the Quinnipiac University School of 
Law Probate Law Journal, the Bankruptcy Journal of the State Bar of Arizona’s Bankruptcy Section, 
and the Consumer Bankruptcy Journal. Ms. Wimmer received her J.D. cum laude from Quinnipiac 
University School of Law.

Aparna V. Yenamandra is a restructuring associate in the New York office of Kirkland & Ellis 
LLP. Her representative matters including representing Charming Charlie, a Houston-based specialty 
retailer focused on fashion jewelry, handbags, apparel, gifts and beauty products, in its chapter 11 re-
structuring in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware; Linn Energy, LLC and its affili-
ates in its chapter 11 cases filed in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of Texas; As-
pect Software Inc., a leading provider of software and technology solutions for customer care centers 
worldwide, in its prearranged restructuring; and Energy Future Holdings Corp. and 70 of its affiliates 
in their prearranged chapter 11 cases in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware. Ms. 
Yenamandra received her B.A. cum laude in economics and political science in 2009 from New York 
University and her J.D. magna cum laude in 2012 from Villanova University School of Law, where 
she was a member of the Order of the Coif and an associate editor of the Villanova Law Review.

Blanche D. Zelmanovich, CIRA is a managing director in Ernst & Young LLP’s Restructuring Ad-
visory Services practice in New York. She has more than 15 years of experience advising debtors, 
creditors and other parties in interest on bankruptcy and restructuring related matters in the U.S. and 
across the globe, both in-court and out-of-court. Her experience includes financial and operational 
turnarounds, insolvency analysis, transaction due diligence, fraud and forensic investigations and 
damages. Ms. Zelmanovich has advised distressed clients on a variety of matters, including liquidity 
management and forecasting, business plan development, strategic alternative analysis, lender and 
stakeholder negotiations, and the various administrative aspects of chapter 11 bankruptcy proceed-
ings. Some of her clients include a $1B commodity trading company, TOUSA, Inc., Key Energy, 
Metromedia International Group Inc., Krispy Kreme and Société Générale. Ms. Zelmanovich is a 
member of ABI’s inaugural 2017 “40 Under 40” class. She also is currently a director at large of 
IWIRC, vice director of membership and the vice chair of the IWIRC at the Shore Conference. Ms. 
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Zelmanovich received her undergraduate degree cum laude from Drexel University and her Master’s 
summa cum laude in accounting and financial management from Keller Graduate School of Manage-
ment at DeVry University.

George E. Zobitz is the managing partner of Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP’s ’s Corporate Depart-
ment in New York and works in all areas of the firm’s corporate practice. Currently, his practice 
focuses on complex syndicated loan transactions, including acquisition and leveraged finance and 
asset-based lending, as well as securities, mergers and acquisitions and general corporate representa-
tions. Mr. Zobitz has represented JPMorgan Chase Bank and Credit Suisse in numerous financings. 
He has also represented such borrowers as including Mylan, WestRock, Ashland, Qualcomm, Crown 
Castle, Blount, Valvoline and ITT Educational Services. In addition to financing transactions, he has 
worked on mergers and acquisitions and general corporate matters for companies such as UAL Corp., 
Millipore, Alcon, Johnson & Johnson, Brink’s, Qualcomm, Dassault Systèmes, Amblin Partners and 
Blount. Mr. Zobitz has been repeatedly recognized as one of the country’s leading practitioners in 
banking and finance by, among others, Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for Business 
from 2007-18, Chambers Global: The World’s Leading Lawyers for Business from 2012-18, The 
Legal 500 in 2012 and from 2016-18, IFLR1000 from 2005-09 and from 2013-18, and PLC Which 
Lawyer. He was also recognized by The Legal 500 for his transactional work in the technology indus-
try from 2010-16, for his transactional work in the telecoms and broadcast industry in 2013 and 2014, 
for his work in municipal bankruptcy in 2014 and 2015, and for his work in trade secrets in 2015 and 
2016. Mr. Zobitz received his B.A. from Franklin & Marshall College in 1991 and his J.D. cum laude 
from New York University in 1995.


