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Hon. Redfield T. Baum is a recalled bankruptcy court judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the 
District of Arizona in Phoenix. He was first appointed to the bench in 1990 and retired on Feb. 13, 
2013. He has served on recall status since his retirement from active service. Previously, Judge Baum 
practiced with and became a partner at the Arizona law firm of Rawlins, Ellis, Burris & Kiewit. He 
then transitioned his practice to become a partner and director at the O’Connor, Cavanagh, Anderson, 
Westover, Killingsworth & Beshears law firm, where he concentrated on commercial law, creditors’ 
rights, bankruptcy, chapter 11 reorganizations and litigation. In 2000, Judge Baum was chosen as 
one of the 10 “outstanding bankruptcy judges” by Turnarounds & Workouts. He also was one of the 
original authors of the Arizona Civil Remedies Book. Judge Baum received his Bachelor’s degree in 
history in 1970 from Arizona State University and his J.D. in 1973 from Arizona State University 
College of Law.

Alane A. Becket is an AV-rated attorney and managing partner of Becket & Lee LLP, a Malvern, Pa., 
law firm providing comprehensive nationwide representation of financial institutions in bankruptcy 
matters, with a focus on consumer lenders and debt-purchasers. In addition to client and industry rela-
tions, she focuses on litigation strategy, and Becket & Lee has been lead or co-counsel in some of the 
most influential decisions in consumer bankruptcy over the last 20 years. In addition to her duties at the 
firm, Ms. Becket is ABI’s President-Elect, and she formerly chaired its Consumer Committee and has 
served on its Board since 2009, most recently as Vice President-Publications. She is currently co-chair 
of the Bankruptcy Section and of the Professional Standards and Grievance Committees of the National 
Creditors Bar Association (NCBA), and is a member of the National Association of Chapter Thirteen 
Trustees (NACTT). Ms. Becket has written and lectured extensively on consumer bankruptcy issues 
for a variety of professional organizations, including ABI, the Federal Judicial Conference, NACTT, 
NABT, Norton Bankruptcy Law Advisor, NCBA, the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, and 
a host of local and regional organizations. She also served as a commissioner on ABI’s Commission on 
Consumer Bankruptcy. Ms. Becket graduated from Pennsylvania State University and received her J.D. 
from Widener University School of Law.

Stephen E. Berken is a partner with Berken Cloyes, PC in Denver, where his practice focuses on 
areas of consumer bankruptcy law. He handles cases involving chapter 7 and 13 and the defense and 
prosecution of bankruptcy adversary matters, and he is a frequent lecturer before various professional 
groups. Mr. Berken the Colorado state chair for the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy 
Attorneys. He is the founding member of the Colorado Consumer Bankruptcy Association and cre-
ated the Colorado Debtors’ Counsel Listserv, an internet-based source of information for debtors’ 
counsel in the state of Colorado. The listserv is provided as a free service to counsel of the Debtors’ 
Bar. Mr. Berken is on the advisory board for ABI Rocky Mountain Bankruptcy Conference and is 
Board Certified in Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification. He is also 
the state chair for CARE (Credit Abuse Resistance Education). Mr. Berken was named Bankruptcy 
Attorney of the Year by 5280 Magazine for 2014, 2015 and 2016. He received his B.A. cum laude 
in political science from the University of California in 1981 and his J.D. from the University of 
California-Hastings College of Law in 1984.

Hon. Hannah L. Blumenstiel is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of California in 
San Francisco. Prior to her appointment on Feb. 11, 2013, Judge Blumenstiel was an associate (2003-
08) and then a partner (2008-12) with Winston & Strawn LLP, where she focused her practice on 
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creditors’ rights litigation in state and federal court, including bankruptcy court. From 2001 to 2003, 
Judge Blumenstiel was an associate with Murphy Sheneman Julian & Rogers LLP, where she repre-
sented debtors, creditors and trustees in bankruptcy cases and adversary proceedings. She served as 
a law clerk to Hon. Charles M. Caldwell of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of 
Ohio (Eastern Division) from 1998 to 2001, and from 1997-98, she represented the State of Ohio’s 
interests in bankruptcy cases as an assistant attorney general with the Revenue Recovery Section of 
the Ohio Attorney General’s Office. Judge Blumenstiel sits on ABI’s Board of Directors. She received 
her J.D. from Capital University Law School in 1997 while working full-time for the Columbus Bar 
Association as director of its pro bono initiative, “Lawyers for Justice,” and her B.A. from Ohio State 
University in 1992.

J. Scott Bovitz is a senior partner with Bovitz & Spitzer in Los Angeles, where he practices both 
consumer and business bankruptcy law and represents debtors and creditors. He is Board Certified in 
Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification, for which he serves as Chairman, 
and he is a Certified Specialist in Bankruptcy Law for the State Bar of California Board of Legal 
Specialization, which he chaired from 2005-06. Mr. Bovitz is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-
Hubbell and has been selected as a Southern California Super Lawyer in Bankruptcy & Creditor/
Debtor Rights since 2004. He is a Lawyer Representative of the Ninth Circuit Judicial Conference for 
the U.S. District Court for the Central District of California, a member of the Committee on Informa-
tion Technology of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Central District of California, a contributor to 
the ABI Journal, a former member of the California Committee of Bar Examiners, a former adjunct 
professor of law at Loyola Law School in Los Angeles and a forrmer executive editor and author of 
the two-volume treatise Personal and Small Business Bankruptcy Practice in California. He also 
served as president of the Los Angeles Bankruptcy Forum and was an education and conference co-
chair of the California Bankruptcy Forum. Mr. Bovitz received his J.D. in 1980 from Loyola Law 
School in Los Angeles.

Ogonna M. Brown is a partner in Lewis Roca Rothgerber & Christie LLP’s Litigation practice group 
in Las Vegas. She focuses her practice on creditors’ rights, secured party representation and commer-
cial litigation. Ms. Brown has experience representing bankruptcy trustees and state court receivers, 
and handles complex litigation matters in and out of bankruptcy. Her practice includes deficiency 
actions, breach-of-contract cases, landlord/tenant matters, enforcement of judgments and partnership 
disputes, along with recent experience over the last few years representing a charter school receiver. 
Her bankruptcy practice includes motions to terminate the automatic stay under 11 U.S.C. § 362, de-
fending claim objections, oppositions to plans of reorganization, motions to protect her clients’ cash 
collateral, and objecting to the dischargeability of creditors’ debts under 11 U.S.C. § 523. Previously, 
Mrs. Brown was a judicial law clerk to Hon. Johnnie B. Rawlinson of the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Ninth Circuit from 2001-02. She also was a lawyer representative to the Ninth Circuit Court of 
Appeals from 2014-16. During this time, she served as lawyer representative co-chair of the Nevada 
Delegation and member of the Lawyer Representative Coordinating Committee, District Conference 
Planning Committee and the Attorney Admission Fund Advisory Group Committee. While serving 
as a lawyer representative, she assisted the bankruptcy judges with presentations for the Bankruptcy 
Breakout Sessions at the Judicial District Conferences and attended and participated with the pro-
gram for the Ninth Circuit Judicial Conferences. Ms. Brown is a member of the State Bar of Nevada, 
ABI, the Nevada Trial Lawyers Association and the Clark County Bar Association. She has been a 
pro bono advisory counsel member of Legal Aid of Southern Nevada since 2013 and is a member of 
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the Nevada Bar Association, for which she served as president of its Bankruptcy Section from 2013-
14. In addition, she was a member of the Clark County Board of Equalization from 2016-17 and is 
a member of the Southern Nevada Association of Bankruptcy Attorneys. Ms. Brown received her 
B.A. from the University of Nevada, Las Vegas in 1998 and her J.D. in 2001 from the University of 
Nevada, Las Vegas William S. Boyd School of Law.

Howard Brod Brownstein, CTP is president of The Brownstein Corporation in Conshohocken, Pa., 
and provides turnaround management services to companies and their stakeholders, as well as invest-
ment banking, fiduciary services, litigation consulting, investigations and valuation services. He serves 
as financial advisor to debtors, lenders and creditor committees, and he was a litigation expert in the 
landmark Merry-Go-Round bankruptcy case. Mr. Brownstein served as CRO in U.S. Mortgage, which 
involved a $138 million mortgage fraud, and as plan administrator in Montgomery Ward LLC, the larg-
est retail liquidation in history. He also regularly serves as an independent corporate board member for 
publicly held and privately owned companies, as well as large nonprofits. Mr. Brownstein has been 
named a Board Leadership Fellow by the National Association of Corporate Directors (NACD) and 
served as board chair and president of its Philadelphia Chapter. In addition, he serves as vice chair of 
the ABA Corporate Governance Committee. Mr. Brownstein received TMA’s “Outstanding Individual 
Contribution” award. He also served on ABI’s Board of Directors and is a coordinating editor for the 
Problems in the Code column of the ABI Journal. He guest-teaches at Harvard, Wharton, NYU and 
elsewhere, and he has published over 90 articles and book chapters, including ABI’s Problems in the 
Code ebook series. He also served on the editorial board of The Journal of Corporate Renewal, and 
serves as a contributing editor of the abfJournal. Mr. Brownstein served as an officer in the Medical 
Service Corps USAF Reserve. He received his B.S. and B.A. from the University of Pennsylvania’s 
Wharton School and College of Arts and Sciences, and his M.B.A. and J.D. from Harvard University.

Hon. Kevin J. Carey is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Delaware in Wilmington, first ap-
pointed in 2005 and serving as Chief Judge from 2008-11. He previously served as a U.S. bankruptcy 
judge for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, appointed on Jan. 25, 2001. Judge Carey serves on 
ABI’s Executive Committee as Vice President-Membership and is a past global chairman of the Turn-
around Management Association. He is a member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges 
and is an honorary member of the Turnaround, Restructuring and Distressed Investing Hall of Fame. 
Judge Carey is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and a member of the International In-
solvency Institute. In addition, he is a member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and 
served as a member of the Third Circuit Judicial Council’s Facilities and Security Committee. He is 
also a contributing author to Collier on Bankruptcy and Collier Forms Manual. Judge Carey is a part-
time adjunct professor in the LL.M. in Bankruptcy program at St. John’s University School of Law 
in New York and at Temple University’s Beasley School of Law in Philadelphia. He began his legal 
career in 1979 as law clerk to Bankruptcy Judge Thomas M. Twardowski, then clerked for the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania. Judge Carey received his B.A. in 1976 
from Pennsylvania State University and his J.D. in 1979 from Villanova University School of Law.

Candace C. Carlyon is a partner with Carlyon Cica Chtd. in Las Vegas and has more than three de-
cades of experience, including representation of myriad constituencies in commercial reorganizations 
and credit restructurings. She represents clients in complex commercial litigation matters, including 
fraud, contract, deficiency, business disputes and receiverships. She also conducts mediations and 
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serves as a pro tem short trial judge for the Eighth Judicial District Court. Ms. Carlyon has been Board 
Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of  Certification since 1994 and is a 
past president of that organization. She has been recognized in The Best Lawyers in America since 
1996 and has held an A-V rating since 1989. Ms. Carlyon received her J.D. magna cum laude from 
Pepperdine Law School in 1985.

Alissa Brice Castañeda is a partner in Quarles & Brady LLP’s Restructuring, Bankruptcy & Credi-
tors’ Rights Practice Group in Phoenix. She focuses her practice on chapter 11 bankruptcies, loan and 
guaranty enforcement actions; loan restructurings and workouts; judicial and nonjudicial foreclo-
sures; deficiency actions; and receiverships. Ms. Castañeda is president of the Arizona Bankruptcy 
American Inn of Court for 2019-20 and has been recognized as a Super Lawyers Southwest Rising 
Star since 2014. She is licensed to practice in Arizona, California and New York. Ms. Castañeda re-
ceived her B.A. magna cum laude in 2003 from the University of Southern California and her J.D. 
from Boston College Law School in 2008.

Robert M. Charles, Jr. is a partner with Lewis Roca Rothgerber Christie LLP in Tucson, Ariz. The 
firm’s bankruptcy working group leader, he practices primarily bankruptcy law in both Arizona and 
Nevada. Mr. Charles is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and a past chair of the State 
Bar of Arizona Committee on Rules of Professional Conduct, and served as a member of the Arizona 
Bar’s Ethics Committee for many years. He lectures and writes extensively on bankruptcy law and 
legal ethics and is professor of practice (adjunct faculty) at the James E. Rogers University of Ari-
zona College of Law teaching introduction to business reorganization in bankruptcy. Mr. Charles is a 
member of ABI, sits on the advisory board for ABI’s Southwest Bankruptcy Conference, and was a 
member of ABI’s National Ethics Task Force. He is also vice chair of the Professional Ethics subcom-
mittee of the Business Bankruptcy Committee of the American Bar Association Section of Business 
Law. Mr. Charles previously clerked for Hon. Earl H. Carroll of the U.S. District Court for the District 
of Arizona. He received his B.A. from the University of Arizona in 1979 and his J.D. with distinction 
from the University of Arizona James E. Rogers College of Law in 1982.

Dawn M. Cica is a partner with Carlyon Cica Chtd. in Las Vegas and has more than 30 years of expe-
rience working on transactions of all types, including transactional aspects of bankruptcy and credi-
tors’ rights such as strategic resolutions, workouts, restructurings, settlements, debtor-in-possession 
financings and asset sales. Her transactional experience also extends to a variety of other industries, 
particularly the complex details surrounding the gaming and real estate fields. Notably, on behalf of 
the Nevada Department of Environmental Protection, Ms. Cica was part of a team that handled the 
negotiation of a settlement among various state and federal government agencies allowing for the 
confirmation of a reorganization plan in the Tronox bankruptcy that ultimately resulted in a recently 
approved litigation settlement of more than $5 billion, with almost a quarter being distributed to the 
State of Nevada for environmental remediation. In addition to her transactional experience, she has 
represented creditors, committees, affiliated parties and debtors. She has also participated in bank-
ruptcies in other states where she is licensed, as well as in Delaware. From the negotiation and execu-
tion of initial lending agreements, through modifications and forbearances, foreclosures, guarantor 
lawsuits and bankruptcy matters, Ms. Cica has counseled lender, guarantor and borrower clients on 
the full scope of their legal issues in major commercial and real estate matters and in commercial 
bankruptcy cases and workouts. She has also advised banks in connection with large corporate, mid-
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dle-market and retail lending disputes, and she has extensive experience representing secured lenders 
in creditors’ rights matters. Ms. Cica received her B.S. in finance and B.A. from the University of 
Nevada, Reno in 1984 and her J.D. from the University of California, Los Angeles School of Law in 
1987, where she was a member of the UCLA Law Review and participated in a moot court.

Hon. Scott C. Clarkson is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Central District of California in Santa 
Ana and Riverside, appointed on Jan. 20, 2011, and has also sat on the Ninth Circuit Bankruptcy 
Appellate Panel. Prior to his appointment, Judge Clarkson practiced bankruptcy law and bankruptcy 
litigation for more than 20 years in Los Angeles, and he served as chair of the Los Angeles County 
Bar Association’s Commercial Law and Bankruptcy Section from 2008-09. He is a board member 
of the Orange County Federal Bar Association, and has lectured on ethics and civility for the annual 
Los Angeles Federal Bar Association Ethics Program. He was a member of the Virginia, District 
of Columbia and California bars. From 1977-82, Judge Clarkson was a legislative assistant to U.S. 
Congressman Harold L. Volkmer in Washington, D.C., and was assigned to the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives Judiciary Committee, where he was a direct observer of and participant in the creation of 
the 1978 Bankruptcy Code in the House. He later clerked for Hon. William L. Hungate, U.S. District 
Judge for the Eastern District of Missouri. Judge Clarkson has also been an established documentary 
photographer in the U.S., Southeast and Central Asia, and South America for more than 20 years. He 
also traveled to Afghanistan, Pakistan and Kashmir in 2008-09, and Jordan and Israel in 2014, cover-
ing recent events in these regions of the world. Judge Clarkson received his undergraduate degree 
from Indiana University in Bloomington in 1979 and his J.D. from George Mason University School 
of Law in 1982.

Hon. Daniel P. Collins is a Bankruptcy Judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Ari-
zona in Phoenix, appointed on Jan. 18, 2013. He served as chief judge from 2014-18. Previously, he 
was a shareholder with the law firm of Collins, May, Potenza, Baran & Gillespie, P.C. in downtown 
Phoenix, practicing primarily in the areas of bankruptcy, commercial litigation and commercial trans-
actions. Judge Collins served on the State Bar of Arizona’s Subcommittee on the Uniform Fraudulent 
Transfer Act. He also served as chairman of the Bankruptcy Section of the State of Arizona and was 
a lawyer representative to the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. He was granted the St. Thomas More 
Award in 2017. Judge Collins is presently an At Large Governor of the National Conference of Bank-
ruptcy Judges, a member of ABI’s Board of Directors, on the board of the Phoenix Chapter of the 
Federal Bar Association and a member of the University of Arizona Law School’s Board of Visitors. 
He is also a member of the Arizona Bankruptcy American Inn of Court, State Bar of Arizona and 
Maricopa County Bar. Judge Collins received both his B.S. in finance and accounting in 1980 and his 
J.D. in 1983 from the University of Arizona.

Peter S. Davis, CPA, ABV, CFF, CIRA, CTP, CFE is a managing director with Simon Consulting 
LLC in Phoenix and has nearly 20 years of experience in complex receiverships, forensic accounting, 
fraud detection, bankruptcy matters, valuations and damages. He has served as receiver in regulatory 
matters brought by the SEC, FTC, Arizona Corporation Commission and the Arizona State Board 
of Education, as well as lenders and shareholders. His areas of expertise include understanding and 
interpreting complex financial data, fraud detection and deterrence, and determination of damages. 
Mr. Davis is conversant in German and has consulted for companies in the U.S., Germany and Ja-
pan. He has provided expert testimony in numerous federal, bankruptcy and state court matters, and 
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he has taught on the subject of forensic accounting and receiverships at Arizona State University, as 
well as  provided training on fraud and forensic accounting to numerous organizations. Mr. Davis 
received his B.S. in accounting from Loyola Marymount University and his M.B.A. from Arizona 
State University.

Michael A. DiGiacomo is an associate with Ballard Spahr LLP in Phoenix and focuses his practice 
on commercial litigation and corporate restructuring. He represents diverse clients, including REITs, 
secured lenders, commercial landlords, special servicers and hospitality companies in litigation in 
federal and state courts. He regularly advises clients on bankruptcy issues, including use of cash 
collateral, filing proofs of claim, assumption and rejection of nonresidential leases, avoidance and 
preference actions, and stay-relief proceedings. Mr. DiGiacomo is a member of the Maricopa County 
Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Section, ABI’s Real Estate and Young and New Member Committees, 
and the Arizona Bankruptcy American Inn of Court. He also works pro bono with the Tenant’s Rights 
Clinic of the Maricopa County Volunteer Lawyers Program. Mr. DiGiacomo received his B.A. magna 
cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa in 2006 from the University of Arizona and his J.D. in 2014 magna 
cum laude from the University of Arizona James E. Rogers College of Law, where he was a member 
of the Order of the Coif and an articles editor for the Arizona Law Review.

Ted A. Dillman is a member of Latham & Watkins LLP’s Finance Department and the firm’s Restruc-
turing, Insolvency & Workouts Practice in Los Angeles, where his practice focuses on corporate re-
structuring, bankruptcy, distressed mergers and acquisitions, and workouts, as well as general finance 
and corporate matters. He represents debtors, strategic buyers, private-equity funds, hedge funds, 
first- and second-lien holders, other creditors and boards of directors. Mr. Dillman frequently authors 
finance-related articles for various publications. He is an active member of the Financial Lawyers 
Conference, currently serving as vice president and previously serving on its board of governors. He 
is also a member of the American Bar Association subcommittee that published and co-authored the 
Model Asset Purchase Agreement for Bankruptcy Sales, and is a co-author of the debtor-in-possession 
financing chapter of Reorganizing Failing Businesses, which will be published by the American Bar 
Association. Mr. Dillman received his B.A. with a concentraion in history from the University of 
California at Berkeley and his J.D. from the University of Southern California Law School, where he 
a founding member of its Small Business Clinic, which advised clients on entity selection, formation, 
governance and ongoing compliance.

Jenny L. Doling is a founding partner of DOLING SHAW & HANOVER, APC, in Palm Desert, 
Calif., where she represents trustees, creditors and debtors in chapter 7, 11, 12 and 13 bankruptcy 
matters. She is an active member of the bankruptcy bar. Ms. Doling speaks nationally on bankruptcy 
topics for NACBA, NACTT, NCBJ and ABI. She is the California State Chair for NACBA and a 
second term board member for IEBF, a chapter of CBF. She is also the current IEBF program chair 
and president-elect. Ms. Doling serves on the Central District of California Bar Advisory Committee 
to the Judges. In addition, she is an ABI Chapter 13 Committee member for its Commission on Con-
sumer Bankruptcy. Ms. Doling is admitted to practice in all state and federal courts in California and 
Nevada. She is also admitted to practice before the U.S. Ninth and Tenth Circuit Courts of Appeals. In 
2013, she was honored with the national Distinguished Services Award by NACBA, and in 2016, she 
received the Hammes-Shulman Legislative Advocacy Award for her work on SB308 to change the 
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California homestead exemptions. Ms. Doling is the professor of Bankruptcy Law at the California 
Desert Trial Academy.

Natalie A. Ennes is corporate counsel at Educational Credit Management Corporation in Minneapo-
lis and brings more than a decade of student loan experience to a broad-ranging workload, including 
managing a nationwide litigation portfolio primarily focused on student loans, collections, consumer 
protection and bankruptcy law. She also provides, among other things, general corporate legal advice 
and regulatory compliance guidance to the ECMC Group family of companies. Ms. Ennes previously 
clerked for the then-Chief District Court Judge for the District of Minnesota. She is a member of ABI 
and the Association of Corporate Counsel, and she is active in her local community, serving and vol-
unteering on several nonprofit organizations’ boards. Ms. Ennes received her Bachelor’s degree from 
Iowa State University and her J.D. from the University of Iowa, both with high honors. She also holds 
a Cybersecurity and Privacy Law Certificate from the Mitchell Hamline Law School.

Kenneth Epstein, CIRA, CDBV is an investment manager and legal counsel at Bentham IMF in New 
York, where he is responsible for leading the company’s investments in bankruptcy and insolvency-
related matters. He is experienced in advising debtors, creditors and other stakeholders in insolvency 
and bankruptcy-related matters nationally and internationally. Mr. Epstein has taught bankruptcy law 
as an adjunct professor at Cardozo Law School, authored numerous articles on bankruptcy-related 
topics, and testified on several occasions before the Michigan House of Representatives’ Financial 
Liability Reform Committee. He began his career as a lawyer in the financial restructuring group 
of Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft and prior to joining Bentham IMF was managing director in 
the restructuring and remediation group at MBIA, a publicly listed financial institution. Mr. Epstein 
received his J.D. cum laude from Brooklyn Law School in 2000, where he served on the Journal of 
Law and Public Policy.

Andrew A. Harnisch is a shareholder with May, Potenza, Baran & Gillespie, P.C. in Phoenix, where 
he focuses his practice on bankruptcy, insolvency and corporate reorganization, as well as commer-
cial litigation and receivership. He has experience representing creditors, debtors and trustees in a 
variety of state and federal court proceedings. Mr. Harnisch was recognized as a Southwest Super 
Lawyers “Rising Star” in 2015 and 2016 and served as a director of the Bankruptcy Section of the 
Maricopa County Bar Association from 2011-13. In 2010, he was recognized as one of the Top 50 Pro 
Bono Attorneys in Arizona by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education. Mr. Harnisch 
received his B.A. from the University of Arizona and his J.D. in 2006 from the University of Southern 
California, Gould School of Law.

Hon. Bruce A. Harwood is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of New Hampshire in Con-
cord, appointed to the bench in March 2013. He also serves on the First Circuit’s Bankruptcy Appel-
late Panel. Prior to his appointment to the bench, Judge Harwood chaired the Bankruptcy, Insolvency 
and Creditors’ Rights Group at Sheehan Phinney Bass + Green in Manchester, N.H., representing 
business debtors, asset-purchasers, secured and unsecured creditors, creditors’ committees, trustees 
in bankruptcy, and insurance and banking regulators in connection with the rehabilitation and liqui-
dation of insolvent insurers and trust companies. He was a chapter 7 panel trustee in the District of 
New Hampshire and mediated disputes arising in debtor/creditor relations. Judge Harwood serves 
on ABI’s Board of Directors on its Communication, Information and Technology Committee. He 
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served as co-chair of ABI’s Commercial Fraud Committee, as program co-chair of (and presently 
as judicial advisor to) ABI’s Northeast Bankruptcy Conference; and as Northeast Regional Chair of 
the ABI Endowment Fund’s Development Committee. He also served on ABI’s Civility Task Force. 
Judge Harwood is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and was consistently recognized 
in the bankruptcy law section of The Best Lawyers in America, in New England SuperLawyers and by 
Chambers USA. He received his B.A. from Northwestern University and his J.D. from Washington 
University School of Law.

Steven D. Jerome is a partner in the Phoenix office of Snell & Wilmer L.L.P., where his practice 
primarily focuses on assisting clients (both debtors and creditors) with solving problems pertaining 
to insolvency and potential insolvency situations. His services include assessing businesses’ solven-
cy and potential restructuring options from a legal and economic perspective, evaluating the assets 
reachable by creditors and competing creditors’ claims to available assets, reviewing and enforcing 
creditors’ rights, and protecting clients’ rights in state or federal courts. In addition, he is experienced 
in providing bankruptcy advice on transactional matters, including nonconsolidation, true sale, per-
fection and preference bankruptcy opinion. Mr. Jerome served as chair of the State Bar of Arizona’s 
Bankruptcy Section from 2006-07, has been a master of the Arizona Bankruptcy American Inn of 
Court since 2013, and is a member of ABI and the American Bar Association. He has been listed in 
The Best Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorgani-
zation Law, Bankruptcy Litigation from 2013-18, and in Southwest Super Lawyers for Bankruptcy 
& Creditor/Debtor Rights from 2010-17. Previously, Mr. Jerome clerked for Hon. Timothy J. Ma-
honey with the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Nebraska. He is admitted to practice in the 
Supreme Court of Arizona, the U.S. District Courts for the Districts of Arizona and Colorado, and 
the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the Third, Ninth and Tenth Circuits. Mr. Jerome received his B.S. in 
1994 from Santa Clara University’s Leavey School of Business and his J.D. cum laude in 1997 from 
Creighton University School of Law.

Michael A. Jones is a partner with Allen Barnes & Jones, PLC in Phoenix and regularly serves as 
counsel for secured and unsecured creditors, creditors’ committees, franchisors, landlords, leasehold-
ers, trustees, and debtors in loan workouts and in all chapters of bankruptcy proceedings, including 
trials and appeals. He is a certified bankruptcy specialist with the American Board of Certification and 
the Arizona Board of Legal Specialization. Mr. Jones has been rated by his peers as AV-Preeminent 
and recognized as a Super Lawyers “Rising Star” each year since 2014. He received his B.A. in 2006 
from Michigan State University’s Eli Broad College of Business and his J.D. in 2009 from Arizona 
State University’s Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, where he served as business editor of the 
Arizona State Law Journal.

Karen L. Kellett is an attorney with Kellett & Bartholow PLLC in Dallas. Previously, she spent a 
number of years practicing litigation and bankruptcy law at Thompson and Knight before she joined 
Associates First Capital Corp. (now a part of Citigroup) as assistant general counsel, where she man-
aged consumer litigation for the company. After leaving Associates, she formed her own law firm, 
devoting her practice to litigation and bankruptcy matters, including chapter 11 cases and complex 
class actions filed for consumers against mortgage companies and other lenders. Ms. Kellett received 
her J.D. from the University of Texas.
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Jordan A. Kroop is a partner in the Bankruptcy & Restructuring group of Perkins Coie LLP’s Cor-
porate practice in Phoenix. He represents debtors, official committees, acquirers and significant credi-
tors in chapter 11 matters involving publicly traded and privately held companies throughout the 
nation. He has also represented secured lenders, committees, lessors and institutional lenders. Since 
1998, Mr. Kroop has coauthored and regularly updated the two-volume treatise Bankruptcy Litiga-
tion and Practice: A Practitioner’s Guide, now in its fourth edition. He also co-authored a chapter 
on chapter 11 and sports franchises in the Collier Guide to Chapter 11 (LexisNexis 2011, rev’d 2012, 
2013) and co-authored The Executive Guide to Corporate Bankruptcy (Beard Books). Among the 
prominent chapter 11 matters he has handled is representing the NHL’s Phoenix Coyotes as debtor’s 
counsel and leading the team to its eventual sale. He has also represented the Boston Celtics and Mil-
waukee Bucks in reorganization matters. In addition to his background counseling sports franchises, 
Mr. Kroop provides chapter 11 representation to reorganizing clients in manufacturing, real estate 
development, construction, hospitality gaming and technology. He has represented a large REIT, 
a consumer electronics manufacturer, makers of construction materials, and an iconic Manhattan 
restaurant in its chapter 11 filing. Mr. Kroop serves as an adjunct professor of law at the Sandra Day 
O’Connor College of Law at Arizona State University. He also instructs at ABI’s Litigation Skills 
Symposium and has taught at the University of the Pacific’s McGeorge School of Law in Salzburg, 
Austria. Mr. Kroop is recognized in Southwest Super Lawyers and The Best Lawyers in America, and 
was one of a handful lawyers named among the “Outstanding Young Bankruptcy Lawyers” in the 
U.S. by Turnarounds & Workouts. He received his A.B. magna cum laude from Brown University 
and his J.D. from the University of Virginia.

Hon. August B. Landis is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Nevada in Las Vegas, appoint-
ed on Nov. 27, 2013. Previously, he was the Acting U.S. Trustee for Region 17 in Las Vegas. He also 
served as the U.S. Trustee Program’s first Acting Associate General Counsel for Chapter 11 Practice, 
and as an Assistant U.S. Trustee for the District of Nevada. Judge Landis is a member of the Iowa 
State Bar Association and is also admitted to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court, the Eighth and 
Ninth Circuit Courts of Appeals, and the U.S. District Courts for the Northern and Southern Districts 
of Iowa. From 1987-90, he was an associate with the Des Moines, Iowa, firm of Neiman, Neiman, 
Stone & Spellman, and he also served as a chapter 7 panel trustee for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for 
the Southern District of Iowa. From 1990 until taking the Assistant U.S. Trustee position in Las Vegas 
in 2005, Judge Landis practiced with Whitfield & Eddy, P.L.C. in Des Moines, where the bulk of his 
work involved creditors’ rights in commercial litigation, secured transactions and bankruptcy cases. 
Judge Landis received his J.D. from Drake Law School in Des Moines.

John W. Lucas is a partner in Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones LLP’s San Francisco office, where 
he represents debtors and creditors in chapter 11 cases and companies in out-of-court restructurings 
with an emphasis on transportation, financial products, automotive, retail and technology. His recent 
debtor representations include Blue Earth, Inc., Response Genetics, Inc., NewZoom, Inc., Z’Tejas 
Restaurants, Elephant Bar Restaurants, Highway Technologies, American Suzuki Motor Corp. and 
Mesa Airlines. Mr. Lucas is a co-author of Debtor-in-Possession Financing: Funding a Chapter 11 
Case (ABI 2012), First Day Motions: A Guide to the Critical First Days of a Bankruptcy Case, Third 
Edition (ABI 2012) and “The Role and Retention of the Chief Restructuring Officer” in The Americas 
Restructuring and Insolvency Guide (Globe White Page 2008-09). He is a graduate of the University 
of California at Los Angeles and received his J.D. from the University of Oregon School of Law, 
where he was a member of the Oregon Law Review.



AMERICAN BANKRUPTCY INSTITUTE

781

Eric D. Madden is a partner with Reid Collins & Tsai LLP in Dallas, where his practice focuses on 
the representation of liquidating trustees, creditor committees and private-equity funds in complex 
bankruptcy and business litigation cases. He has represented trustees, receivers, creditor committees 
and investors in a number of major cases involving Ponzi schemes, financial fraud, and/or significant 
fraudulent transfers. Mr. Madden has successfully tried cases against a cast of characters — from a 
former member of the Gambino crime family to a former U.S. Congressman. He has been named 
to the Lawdragon 500 Leading Lawyers in America, ranked as a leading lawyer in Chambers USA, 
listed in The Best Lawyers in America for bankruptcy litigation, and named a Super Lawyer in busi-
ness litigation. Mr. Madden serves on ABI’s Board of Directors and on the advisory board for ABI’s 
Southwest Bankruptcy Conference. He received both his B.A. and J.D. from the University of Kan-
sas, where he was a member of Phi Beta Kappa and the Order of the Coif, and served as editor-in-
chief of the Kansas Law Review.

Pernell W. McGuire is a managing partner with Davis Miles McGuire Gardner PLLC in Tempe, 
Ariz., and has provided bankruptcy and debtor/creditor services to people and businesses through-
out Arizona for more than 22 years. He has been certified by the Arizona State Bar Board of Legal 
Specialization as a specialist in bankruptcy since 1999. Mr. McGuire is rated AV-Preeminent by 
Martindale-Hubbell. He has handled thousands of bankruptcy and collection cases on behalf of both 
debtors and creditors in state, federal and tribal courts in Arizona, Utah, Colorado, Nevada, Texas 
and New York. In addition to his practice, Mr. McGuire has served as a lecturer of business law at 
Northern Arizona University. He is also a member of the bankruptcy advisory commission of the 
Arizona State Bar Association. Mr. McGuire received his B.S. in accounting in 1988 from Brigham 
Young University and his J.D. cum laude in 1991 from Brigham Young University’s J. Reuben Clark 
School of Law.

Randy Nussbaum is an attorney with Sacks Tierney P.A. in Scottsdale, Ariz., and has assisted in-
dividuals and businesses with complex bankruptcy protection (debtor and creditor), transaction and 
litigation matters for nearly 40 years. He has represented secured and unsecured creditors, surety 
companies, creditors’ committees, lessors, professional athletes, doctors, lawyers, and trustees in 
chapter 7, 11 and 13 proceedings, including adversary actions (bankruptcy litigation). The cases have 
involved such diverse matters as real estate, construction, manufacturing, trucking, asset-based lend-
ing, bankruptcy related to divorce, and high-value and complex individual bankruptcies. Mr. Nuss-
baum is a Certified Bankruptcy Specialist by the Arizona Board of Legal Specialization and is Board 
Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification. He has been named to 
the Super Lawyers “Top 50” list of Arizona attorneys multiple times and has been listed in The Best 
Lawyers in America annually since 2010, having recently received its 2019 Bankruptcy “Lawyer of 
the Year” award in Scottsdale. Mr. Nussbaum is a 1990 graduate of Scottsdale Leadership and has 
volunteered for the organization for nearly 30 years, serves on its advisory board, and is a recipient 
of the prestigious Frank W. Hodges Alumni Achievement Award. He also served as a Sterling Awards 
Jurist for the Scottsdale Chamber of Commerce and received the Chamber’s Volunteer of the Year 
Award for 2017. In 2018, he was inducted into the Scottsdale History Hall of Fame. Mr. Nussbaum 
received his B.A. cum laude and in 1977 his J.D. in 1980 from Arizona State University, graduating 
in the top 25 percent of his class.
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Bradley D. Pack is an attorney with Engelman Berger, PC in Phoenix, where his practice focuses on 
the representation of both creditors and debtors in chapter 11 bankruptcies, receiverships and com-
plex loan workouts. He also represents lending institutions and small and medium-sized businesses 
in commercial litigation matters concerning business loan and contract disputes. Mr. Pack has suc-
cessfully represented litigants in appeals before the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, the Ninth Circuit 
Bankruptcy Appellate Panel and the Arizona Court of Appeals. Previously, he clerked for Hon. Susan 
A. Ehrlich of the Arizona Court of Appeals. As an undergraduate, he worked on international child 
labor issues while interning for the AFL-CIO American Center for International Labor Solidarity. Mr. 
Pack received his B.A. in labor studies and industrial relations with a minor in economics from Penn-
sylvania State University and his J.D. summa cum laude in 2005 from the University of Arizona’s 
James E. Rogers College of Law.

Cristina Perez-Hesano is a bankruptcy, personal-injury and civil-litigation attorney with Bellah 
Perez, PLLC in Glendale, Ariz., where she specializes in bankruptcy and debt negotiation, as well as 
debtor and creditor rights. After starting her career as a judicial extern in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court 
for Hon. Redfield T. Baum of the District of Arizona, she worked on consumer bankruptcy matters 
at two law firms. In 2010, Ms. Perez-Hesano established Perez Law Group, PLLC, which she suc-
cessfully managed for three years, before merging with Bellah & Associates, PLLC to create Bellah 
Perez, PLLC. She is a member of the Bankruptcy Section of the State Bar of Arizona and Continuing 
Legal Education chairperson for the State Bar of Arizona’s Young Lawyers Division. Ms. Perez-
Hesano received her B.A. in psychology and political science from Hofstra University, her J.D. from 
Arizona State University’s Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, and her M.A. in criminal justice 
from Arizona State University.

Frederick J. Petersen is a shareholder and commercial lawyer with Mesch Clark Rothschild in Tuc-
son, Ariz., where he focuses on commercial bankruptcy, business restructurings, commercial transac-
tions, commercial litigation and real estate. He joined the firm in 1998 as a law clerk while attending 
the University of Arizona College of Law. He became an associate in 1999 and a shareholder in 2005. 
Mr. Petersen was the firm’s managing shareholder form 2011-17. He has provided business and fi-
nancial legal counsel to a variety of businesses, including hospitals, restaurants, golf courses, retail 
stores, grocery chains, real estate ventures, construction companies, religious organizations, chapter 
11 trustees and creditors’ committees. Mr. Petersen is a lawyer representative to the Ninth Circuit 
Judicial Conference, vice president and member of the board of directors for Southern Arizona Le-
gal Aid, a member of the Bankruptcy Bar Advisory Commission and the membership chair for The 
Breakfast Club of Tucson. He is a member of ABI and the American Bar Association’s Law Practice 
Management Section, and he is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell. He also is listed in The Best Law-
yers in America and as a Southwest Super Lawyer. Mr. Petersen received his B.A. magna cum laude  
in history and political science from Gonzaga University and his J.D. from the University of Arizona 
College of Law.

Cathy L. Reece chairs the Bankruptcy/Creditors’ Rights Practice Group at Fennemore Craig, P.C. in 
its Phoenix office. She is experienced in commercial finance and real estate workouts and bankrupt-
cies. Ms. Reece represents the liquidating entity of Mortgages Ltd., a hard-money lender with a $900 
million loan portfolio secured by real estate. She represented the committee in the Baptist Foundation 
of Arizona cases with over 13,000 creditors and $650 million of liabilities, a municipality, which is 
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the owner and landlord of the arena, in the Coyotes Hockey bankruptcies, and the secured lender in 
the publicly traded ILX Resorts case. She has also represented secured lenders in large chapter 11 
cases such as Veris Gold USA, Einstein Bagel, Foster Grant, UDC Homes and in numerous real es-
tate cases involving shopping centers, apartments, industrial centers, golf courses, mines, health care 
facilities and hotels. Ms. Reece was selected Legal Advisor of the Year by M&A Advisor in 2014 and 
in 2016 received the Mining Deal of the Year and Cross Border Restructuring Awards for the sale of 
a gold mine in Nevada. She served as vice president and trustee of TMA Global and received its 2011 
Individual Contribution Award. Ms. Reece is a Fellow and Regent of the American College of Com-
mercial Finance Lawyers and is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law. She is listed in The 
Best Lawyers in America, Super Lawyers, and Benchmark’s Top 250 Women in Litigation. Ms. Reece 
received her J.D. in 1979 from Arizona State University College of Law.

Jason Rosell is an attorney with Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones LLP in San Francisco and represents 
debtors and creditors in chapter 11 cases with an emphasis on technology. He previously served as a 
legal extern for Hon. Redfield T. Baum of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Arizona, and 
he is admitted to practice in California and New York. Mr. Rosell has been named a “Rising Star” 
in Super Lawyers every year since 2014. He received his B.S. in computer information systems, his 
M.B.A. from Arizona State University’s W.P. Carey School of Business, and his J.D. from Arizona 
State University’s Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law.

Katherine E. Anderson Sanchez is an associate with Dickinson Wright PLLC in Phoenix, where 
she focuses her practice on reorganizing individuals and businesses through chapter 11 bankruptcy 
and guiding businesses and individuals through the liquidation process of chapter 7 bankruptcy. She 
is also experienced in state court civil litigation matters. Ms. Sanchez is a member of the American 
Bankruptcy Inn of Court, the Los Abogados Hispanic Bar Association and the Arizona Women Law-
yer’s Association, and she is the Phoenix regional coordinator for CARE (Credit Abuse Resistance 
Education), a Bankruptcy Court Self-Help Center volunteer and an Arizona State Bar Bankruptcy 
Section Executive Council member. She received her B.A. in interdisciplinary studies/international 
studies in 2002 cum laude and her M.Ed. in teaching and teacher education in 2003 from the Univer-
sity of Arizona, and her J.D. in 2012 from the University of Arizona’s James E. Rogers College of 
Law, where she received her Certificate in International Trade and Business Law.

Samuel A. Schwartz is a shareholder with Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP in Las Vegas, 
where he represents debtors and creditors in a broad range of business reorganization matters, in-
cluding chapter 11 cases, restructurings, workouts, mergers and acquisitions and general corporate 
representation. He has litigation and trial experience (bench and jury), and he handles all aspects of 
commercial litigation. Mr. Schwartz joined Brownstein after co-founding his own firm, Schwartz 
Flansburg. Prior to that, he practiced commercial bankruptcy law at Kirkland & Ellis and White 
& Case. Specifically, Mr. Schwartz represented numerous clients in chapter 11-related matters. In 
addition to handling all aspects of bankruptcy and restructuring workouts, he worked on corporate 
matters, specifically acquisitions, mergers and general corporate representation. Mr. Schwartz has 
handled all aspects of real estate short sales and helped manage the sale of underwater properties 
in Nevada, California, Arizona, Florida and Illinois. He is admitted to practice before the Arizona, 
Florida, Illinois and Nevada Supreme Courts, the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel for the Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals, the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, and the U.S. District Courts for the District of 
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Arizona, the Southern District of Florida, the Northern District of Illinois and the District of Nevada. 
Mr. Schwartz received his B.A. from the University of Michigan in 1994 with honors and his J.D. in 
1997 from Loyola University School of Law, where he was a member of the Dean’s List and the Law 
Journal.

Bryce A. Suzuki is the managing partner of the Phoenix office of Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP, 
where he provides strategic business planning and dispute-resolution assistance to a diverse range of 
lenders, companies and business owners. His practice focuses on providing advice to clients affected 
by potential or actual insolvency issues. In addition, he advises businesses, including early-stage 
and growing technology companies, in the field of cryptocurrency (Bitcoin), blockchain and related 
technologies. Mr. Suzuki has represented secured and unsecured creditors, debtors, landlords, ven-
dors, investors and equity securityholders in a wide array of commercial restructuring and insolvency 
issues, including loan workouts, distressed-asset sales, chapter 11 bankruptcy administration and re-
organization, liquidation and distressed financing. He regularly firstchairs trials in bankruptcy courts 
and has handled bankruptcy cases in jurisdictions across the country by admission pro hac vice. He 
also is experienced in managing appeals involving bankruptcy and insolvency issues. Mr. Suzuki is 
active in various bar organizations. He currently serves on the Board of Trustees of TMA Global and 
has served as the national co-chair of the Restructuring and Bankruptcy Committee for the National 
Asian Pacific Bar Association. He is also a Fellow of the American Bar Foundation, a Research Fel-
low of the ASU Center for Law, Science and Innovation, a past chair of the Arizona State Bar’s Com-
mittee on Minorities and Women in the Law, and the past president of the Arizona Asian American 
Bar Association. Mr. Suzuki received his B.A. and M.A. from Brigham Young University and his J.D. 
from the University of Iowa College of Law.

Hon. David T. Thuma is a Bankruptcy Judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of New 
Mexico in Albuquerque, sworn in on Aug. 14, 2012. He previously worked in private practice begin-
ning in 1984 and is admitted to practice in Indiana and New Mexico. Judge Thuma received his B.A. 
from the University of Chicago in 1980 and his J.D. from Duke University in 1984.

Natasha Tsiouris is counsel with Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP in New York in its Corporate Depart-
ment, practicing in its Restructuring Group. She regularly represents hedge funds, creditors, banks and 
other strategic parties in a wide range of corporate restructurings and bankruptcies in connection with 
pre-packaged and traditional bankruptcies, out-of-court workouts and risk-management transactions. 
Ms. Tsiouris also has experience advising on credit risks involved in cross-border derivatives and other 
complex financial transactions. She has working with significant creditor groups in connection with the 
companies’ out-of-court restructuring and chapter 11 cases, including Fieldwood Energy, FirstEnergy 
Solutions, Midstates Petroleum and Ascent Resources - Marcellus. She has also worked with Volk-
swagen in the worldwide restructuring of Takata, Citibank as agent in connection with a $725 million 
debtor-in-possession financing for Avaya Inc. and certain of its affiliates, and Patriot Coal Corp. and 
its affiliates in connection with their chapter 11 cases, among others. Ms. Tsiouris was previously with 
Credit Suisse. She received her B.A. in economics cum laude in 2005 from Columbia College and her 
J.D. from Columbia Law School in 2010, where she was a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar,  articles editor 
for the Columbia Business Law Review and notes editor for the Columbia Journal of Tax Law.
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Suzzanne Uhland is a partner in O’Melveny & Myers LLP’s New York and San Francisco offices 
and is chair of its U.S. Restructuring Practice. She represents parties in chapter 11 reorganizations 
and out-of-court restructurings, as well as buyers and sellers in §  363(b) sales and other distress 
transactions. She also practices with the firm’s Transactions attorneys, both in bankruptcy cases and 
in structuring transactions to avoid bankruptcy-related risks. Ms. Uhland has substantial experience 
in bankruptcy and insolvency-related litigation, and frequently works with members of the firm’s 
Litigation Department. She also provides advice in bankruptcy compliance matters. Ms. Uhland has 
a significant range of experience in real estate, energy, technology and municipal financings and re-
structurings. She is currently advising Puerto Rico’s Fiscal Agency and Financial Advisory Authority 
in the restructuring of debt obligations of Puerto Rico and its instrumentalities, including the Puerto 
Rico Government Development Bank. Ms. Uhland is consistently recognized as one of the leading 
restructuring lawyers in the U.S. Chambers and Partners USA has recognized Suzzanne for her re-
structuring work over a number of years (2008-18). She received her A.B. in 1984 with distinction 
and Phi Beta Kappa, and her M.A. in 1986, from Stanford University, and her J.D. from Yale Univer-
sity in 1988, where she was co-editor-in-chief of the Yale Journal on Regulation.

Nellwyn Voorhies is executive director of Donlin, Recano & Company, Inc. in New York and has 
more than 20 years of experience in the legal community. She previously practiced at Levene, Neale, 
Bender, Rankin & Brill, LLP, Baker & McKenzie and Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton LLP. 
She also has expertise in the claims-management industry and was with Kurtzman Carson Con-
sultants LLC as director, and most recently at Rust Omni as vice president of sales and marketing. 
Ms. Voorhies-Kantak has worked on numerous chapter 11 cases, including Daewoo Motor America, 
Stateline Hotel, Inc., C&R Clothiers and Kenny Rogers Roasters. She also served as an extern to Hon. 
Leslie Tchaikovsky, U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of California. Ms. Voorhies-
Kantak has served on ABI’s Bankruptcy Battleground West program’s advisory board, is active with-
in the American Bar Association’s Business Bankruptcy Committee of its Business Law Section, and 
is vice-chair of the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation’s (IWIRC’s) 
Programming Committee. She received her B.A. cum laude from Georgetown University  and her 
J.D. from the University of California, Berkeley.

Hon. Madeleine C. Wanslee is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Arizona in Phoenix, 
sworn in on March 17, 2014. Previously, she was an associate and then partner at Gust Rosenfeld, 
PLC, where she was active in the firm’s management committee and co-chaired the firm’s Bank-
ruptcy Practice Group. Her practice focused on bankruptcy and creditors’ rights, and she represented 
small businesses, financial institutions, corporations and state agencies. While in private practice, 
Judge Wanslee was a certified bankruptcy specialist. She also argued a number of appeals, includ-
ing United Student Aid Funds Inc. v. Espinosa before the U.S. Supreme Court. Judge Wanslee is a 
member of the Ninth Circuit Conference Executive Committee and a past chair of the Ninth Circuit 
Bankruptcy Judges Education Committee. She chairs Arizona’s Local Bankruptcy Rules Committee 
and is a charter member and past president of the Arizona Bankruptcy American Inn of Court. Judge 
Wanslee previously served on the American Board of Certification’s Standards Committee and on the 
Arizona State Bar’s Bankruptcy Advisory Committee, which certify bankruptcy specialists, and she 
chaired the Bankruptcy Section of the State Bar of Arizona. She also clerked for Hon. Robert C. Jones 
of the District of Nevada. Judge Wanslee received her B.F.A. and B.A. from the University of Arizona 
and her J.D. from Gonzaga University School of Law, where she served as a writer and executive 
editor of the Gonzaga Law Review.
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Lindsi M. Weber is a shareholder with Polsinelli in Phoenix and is an experienced bankruptcy and 
commercial litigator. She works with chapter 11 debtors, unsecured creditors’s committees and se-
cured creditors, and other parties to bankruptcy litigation. Ms. Weber is a past board member of the 
Maricopa County Bar Association Bankruptcy Section and past president of the NextGen Emerging 
Leaders Board of the Turnaround Management Association Arizona Chapter. She also served as an 
active member of the committee tasked with the most recent revisions to the Arizona Local Rules 
of Bankruptcy Procedure. Ms. Weber participated as a member of the National Conference of Bank-
ruptcy Judges’ Next Generation program in 2017 and remains active in the program. In addition to her 
time in the bankruptcy courts, she also spends a significant amount of time assisting clients with com-
plex commercial and business litigation matters in both state and federal courts. Prior to law school, 
she was an All-American volleyball player and served for three years as a special education director 
with Teach for America. Ms. Weber received her B.A. with honors in business management from the 
University of Puget Sound in 2001 and her J.D. magna cum laude in 2007 from Arizona State Univer-
sity’s Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, where she was a member of the Order of the Barristers 
and Order of the Coif, a Pedrick Scholar and a National Environmental Moot Court Member.

Michael W. Zimmerman is an attorney with Berry Riddell LLC in Scottsdale, Ariz., where he con-
centrates his practice primarily in commercial litigation, including condemnation and bankruptcy. He 
advises a wide range of commercial and individual clients in business disputes and collection matters 
in state and federal courts, and he advises clients on banking and financial services matters, workouts 
and licensing issues. Mr. Zimmerman’s bankruptcy experience includes the representation of se-
cured and unsecured lenders, landlords and a wide range of debtors in restructurings, chapter 11 and 
chapter 7 bankruptcy cases, and adversary proceedings. Prior to joining Berry Riddell, he practiced 
at Zwillinger Greek & Knecht PC and at Polsinelli PC in its Bankruptcy and Financial Restructuring 
group. Before entering private practice, Mr. Zimmerman clerked at the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the 
District of Arizona, where he served as the first Pro Se Law Clerk and assisted all chambers on pro 
se matters. Before attending law school, he was a middle school teacher and school administrator in 
the Baltimore City Public School System at his Teach for America placement site. An active member 
of the community, Mr. Zimmerman served on the Governing Board of the Phoenix Collegiate Acad-
emy Charter School as a founding member from 2008-13 and as the chair in 2011 and 2012; he was 
a corporate board member from 2008-17. He is an active member of the Arizona Bankruptcy Inn of 
Court and the Bankruptcy Sections of the State Bar of Arizona and the Maricopa County Bar Asso-
ciation. He also contributes pro bono representation as member of the Pro Bono Panel for the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court for the District of Arizona. In addition, he participated on the Arizona Bankruptcy 
Court Strategic Planning Committee in 2010. Super Lawyers has recognized Mr. Zimmerman as a 
“Rising Star” for 2016 and 2019, and he received the Teach for America Distinguished Alumni Award 
in 2009. During that same year, he was a Fellow in the Leadership for Educational Equity Emerging 
Political Leaders Program. Mr. Zimmerman received his B.A. in English from the University of Wis-
consin – Madison, his Master’s in teaching from Johns Hopkins University in 2002, and his J.D. in 
2009 from the University of Arizona’s Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, J.D. He subsequently 
served as a legal method and writing teaching assistant and an extern to Hon. Mary H. Murguia of the 
U.S. District Court, and he received the highest pro bono distinction.


