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Jeffrey P. Allsteadt is a clerk for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District of Illinois in 
Chicago.

Anthony W. Austin is a director with Fennemore Craig, P.C. in Phoenix, where he practices in the 
areas of bankruptcy, creditors’ rights and restructuring. He represents financial institutions, debt-
ors, creditors and trustees in all phases of complex litigation and restructuring transactions, includ-
ing trials and appeals. Mr. Austin has a wide range of commercial litigation experience involving 
foreclosures, receiverships and guarantor litigation. He represents clients at trial and various types 
of hearings before the bankruptcy court, district court and Arizona Supreme Court. Previously, he 
worked for the Arizona State Parks and did research in Kartchner Caverns before the park opened to 
the public. Mr. Austin is admitted to the Arizona and Nevada bars and before the U.S. District Courts 
for the Districts of Arizona and Nevada. He is also a member of the Maricopa County Bar Associa-
tion, ABI and the Arizona Bankruptcy American Inn of Court, and was featured in Southwest Rising 
Stars for 2015-16. Mr. Austin received his B.S. summa cum laude in political science from Northern 
Arizona University and his J.D. cum laude from the University of Arizona James E. Rogers College 
of Law, where he was a staff writer for the Arizona Law Review. Following law school, he clerked for 
the Criminal Division of the Pima County Attorney’s Office and for Hon. David C. Bury of the U.S. 
District Court for the District of Arizona.

Hon. Eddward P. Ballinger, Jr. is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Arizona in Phoenix, 
appointed in February 2013. Prior to his appointment, Judge Ballinger served as an Arizona Superior 
Court judge in a number of capacities, including associate presiding judge, presiding criminal judge 
and presiding juvenile judge. In 2000, the Arizona Supreme Court appointed Judge Ballinger to pre-
side over both the Gila River Stream Adjudication and the Little Colorado River Adjudication, two of 
the largest lawsuits ever litigated in the state court system. He was a member of the Arizona Judicial 
College, serving as the dean during 2010-2011, and of Arizona’s Judicial Performance Review Com-
mission. Prior to his appointment to the bench, he was a partner in the law firm of Brown & Bain, 
P.A., where his practice focused on civil litigation and business reorganizations. He is a frequent 
speaker and author, and his most recent publications address the legal ramifications of the judge-
created economic loss rule to civil litigation. Judge Ballinger received his J.D. and M.B.A. from Ohio 
State University in 1979 and his LL.M. in taxation from New York University in 1981.

Hon. Martin R. Barash is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Central District of California in Wood-
land Hills, sworn in on March 26, 2015. He brings more than 20 years of legal experience to the 
bench. Prior to his appointment, Judge Barash had served as a partner at Klee, Tuchin, Bogdanoff & 
Stern LLP in Los Angeles since 2001, where he counseled parties in chapter 11 cases and litigated 
chapter 7 and chapter 11 bankruptcy cases. Following law school, he clerked for Judge Procter R. 
Hug, Jr. of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit from 1992-93. Judge Barash is a member 
of ABI’s Board of Directors. He also serves as a director of the Judicial Leadership Development 
Council and is a member of the NCBJ Committee on Judicial Security. He previously was a member 
of the board of directors for the Los Angeles Bankruptcy Forum. Judge Barash is a frequent panelist 
on bankruptcy law issues and has been a guest lecturer at the UCLA School of Law. He has also been 
involved in the local legal community as a pro bono attorney with the Public Counsel Chapter 7 Reaf-
firmation Hearing Clinic, and has been a volunteer judge for a course on negotiating and confirming 
chapter 11 plans at the UCLA School of Law and with UCLA’s Mock Trial Competition. He currently 
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serves as a director and immediate past president of the Junior Statesmen Foundation, a national, non-
partisan organization sponsoring civics education programs for high school students. Judge Barash 
received his A.B. magna cum laude in 1989 from Princeton University and his J.D. in 1992 from the 
UCLA School of Law, where he served as member, editor, business manager and symposium editor 
of the UCLA Law Review.

Hon. Bruce T. Beesley is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Nevada in Reno, initially 
sworn in on Jan. 3, 2011, and named chief judge in October 2015. Prior to his appointment, he was 
a practicing attorney for approximately 30 years, specializing in bankruptcy law and civil litigation 
matters. He began his bankruptcy career in 1980 and has represented creditors’ committees, trustees, 
debtors and creditors in bankruptcy. Judge Beesley’s practice has also included civil and business liti-
gation, as well as expert advice or testimony regarding bankruptcy and secured transactions. He has 
taught and been a presenter at several seminars regarding various bankruptcy-related topics, and has 
co-authored several articles in business publications. Judge Beesley was board-certified in Creditors’ 
Rights Law by the American Board of Certification in 2003. He is a member of ABI, serves on the ad-
visory board of ABI’s Southwest Bankruptcy Conference, and has served as a lawyer representative 
for the Ninth Circuit Judicial Conference. He was also a member of the Board of Governors for the 
State Bar of Nevada from 2000-10 and president from 2008-09. Judge Beesley is a Master Emeritus 
member and past president of the Bruce R. Thompson American Inns of Court. He received his B.S. 
in 1975 from the University of Nevada, Reno and his J.D. in 1978 from the University of the Pacific 
McGeorge School of Law.

Steven N. Berger is a founding shareholder at Engelman Berger, P.C. in Phoenix and has focused his 
career on the resolution of complex business disputes through the effective representation of clients 
in bankruptcy or other reorganization proceedings, loan workouts, litigation and business transac-
tions. In particular, he has extensive experience in representing parties involved with troubled loans 
or troubled businesses. Mr. Berger has represented debtors, creditors, creditors’ committees, trust-
ees, examiners, lessors and asset-purchasers, and has acted as a trustee and examiner in a variety of 
bankruptcy and reorganization cases, for more than 30 years, and has also served as a mediator. He is 
board certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification and has held nu-
merous leadership positions within the Bankruptcy Section of the State Bar of Arizona, was founding 
member, vice president and program chair for the Arizona Bankruptcy American Inn of Court, and 
served as a lawyer representative to the Ninth Circuit from the District of Arizona. In March 2013, 
he was inducted as a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy. Mr. Berger received his B.A. in 
finance from Arizona State University in 1980 and his J.D. with highest distinction in 1984 from the 
University of Arizona, where he was an articles editor for the Arizona Law Review.

Stephen E. Berken is a practitioner with the Law Offices of Stephen Berken in Denver, where he 
focuses on consumer bankruptcy law, debt workouts, asset protection, and mechanic’s lien and trust 
fund statutes. He handles cases involving chapter 7 and 13 defense and prosecution of bankruptcy 
adversary matters, state court litigation involving the Colorado Mechanic’s Lien statute, wills and es-
tate planning, and foreclosure defense. Mr. Berken has lectured for various professional groups and is 
the Colorado state chair for the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys. He is also 
the founder of the Colorado Debtors’ Counsel Listserv. Mr. Berken is board certified in Consumer 
Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification and is an advisory board co-chair of ABI’s 
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Rocky Mountain Bankruptcy Conference. He is also the state chair for the CARE financial literacy 
program and regularly lectures high school students about the responsible use of credit. Mr. Berken 
was named “Bankruptcy Attorney of the Year” by 5280 Magazine for 2014, 2015 and 2016. He re-
ceived his B.A. cum laude in political science from the University of California in 1981 and his J.D. 
from the University of California-Hastings College of Law in 1984.

Steven M. Berman is a partner in the Tampa, Fla., office of Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick, LLP, 
where he practices in the firm’s Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights Practice group. Mr. Berman has 
more than 25 years of bankruptcy experience and has focused his practice as a business bankruptcy 
litigator representing creditors, trustees, committees and business entities. He is Board Certified by 
the American Board of Certification in both Creditors’ Rights and Business Bankruptcy Law, and he 
serves on ABC’s board of directors. Mr. Berman is a member of ABI, for which he has served as the 
Special Projects/Task Force Leader for ABI’s Public Companies and Claims Trading Committee, and 
he is a member of the Tampa Bay Bankruptcy Bar Association, the San Diego Bankruptcy Forum, 
and the Florida and California Bars. He is also a frequent lecturer for ABI and guest lectures for the 
Advanced Bankruptcy Seminars at the University of Florida Levin College of Law, as well as Stetson 
University College of Law. Mr. Berman received his B.S. in multinational business operations from 
Florida State University and his J.D. from the University of Florida Levin College of Law.

Matthew Bordwin is a principal and managing director with Keen-Summit Capital Partners LLC in 
New York, where he is responsible for all aspects of business development and execution. He focuses 
primarily on the development of new business, marketing and implementing strategic real estate 
plans for his clients, which involve real estate analysis, real estate acquisitions and dispositions, lease 
modifications and terminations, and corporate finance and capital market services. Mr. Bordwin has 
more than 19 years of real estate advisory and transactional experience, which particular expertise in 
workouts and restructurings, specializing in strategic planning, the sale of real estate assets and lease 
negotiations. He has represented financial, corporate and retail clients. As a recognized expert on real 
estate restructuring issues, Mr. Bordwin is a frequent speaker on industry topics and has been quoted 
in national and industry publications. He is a former member of the National Board of Trustees of the 
Turnaround Management Association and a former ABI Board member. Mr. Bordwin is a mamber of 
the International Council of Shopping Centers and the New York State Bar, and he is a licensed real 
estate broker, general securities representative (Series 7), registered principal (Series 24), securities 
agent (Series 63) and investment banking representative (Series 79). He previously was with GA 
Keen Realty Advisors, KPMG Corporate Financer and Keen Consultants. Mr. Bordwin received his 
B.A. in 1991 from Tufts University and his J.D. in 1994 from Fordham University School of Law.

Justin G. Brass is a managing director in Jefferies LLC’s Special Situations Group in New York, 
where he specializes in litigation finance and distressed investing. His professional background spans 
law and finance. Mr. Brass began his career at Greenberg Traurig in Miami before clerking for Judge 
Robert D. Drain in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of New York. After complet-
ing his clerkship, he joined the bankruptcy and corporate reorganization group at Paul, Weiss in New 
York, and in 2008, he transitioned to finance and worked on the distressed desk at Jefferies. After five 
years at Jefferies, he moved to Stone Lion Capital Partners L.P., where he focused on investing in 
litigations and liquidations. In 2016, Mr. Brass led Burford Capital’s efforts to expand their litigation 
finance business into insolvency related litigation. After he led the effort to create a secondary mar-
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ket for litigation risk and litigation funding for distressed corporations, he rejoined Jefferies to start 
a litigation finance business as part of its Special Situations Group. Mr. Brass received his J.D. from 
Stetson University College of Law, where he received the ABI Medal of Excellence in Bankruptcy 
Studies, and his LL.M. in Bankruptcy from St. John’s University School of Law.

Jason S. Brookner is a partner with Gray Reed & McGraw, P.C. in Dallas, where he represents 
and advises companies, buyers, creditors, trustees, committees, lenders and other constituents in all 
aspects of distressed, insolvency and restructuring scenarios. He has broad experience representing 
debtors, trustees, committees, individual creditors and sellers/purchasers of assets. Mr. Brookner has 
been profiled as one of the leading “Bankruptcy/Restructuring Lawyers in Texas” by Chambers USA 
(2005-15) and as a “Texas Super Lawyer” in Texas Monthly (2004, 2008-14), and has been named 
one of the “Best Business Lawyers in Dallas in Bankruptcy” by D Magazine (2009) and in The Best 
Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law 
(2013-15). Previously, Mr. Brookner was a law clerk to Hon. Charles N. Clevert, Jr., formerly the 
Chief Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Wisconsin. He chaired the Dallas Bar Associa-
tion’s Bankruptcy and Commercial Law Section (2007), as well as co-chaired ABI’s Commercial 
Fraud Committee (2010-12). Most recently, he co-chaired ABI’s Technology and IP Committee. Mr. 
Brookner received his B.A. from the University of New York at Binghamton and his J.D. from Hof-
stra University School of Law, where he was the articles editor of the Hofstra Property Law Journal.

G. Eric Brunstad, Jr. is a partner with Dechert LLP in Hartford, Conn., and chairs the firm’s ap-
pellate practice group. He has argued 10 cases before the U.S. Supreme Court on bankruptcy, First 
Amendment, fee-shifting, taxation, Commerce Clause, statutory interpretation, jurisdiction and arbi-
tration, and has worked on more than 40 other Supreme Court matters, including matters involving 
bankruptcy, federal licensing, civil rights, procedure, insurance, sovereign immunity, pensions, en-
ergy contracts and defamation. He has also argued and briefed numerous cases in most of the federal 
courts of appeals, including matters involving insurance, setoff, prepayment premiums, subrogation, 
and a variety of other commercial law and constitutional topics. In addition, he has argued two en 
banc bankruptcy matters in the Third and Eighth Circuits. In addition to his practice, Mr. Brunstad 
is an adjunct professor of law at New York University School of Law and a frequent visiting lecturer 
in law at Yale Law School, where he teaches courses on bankruptcy, argument and reason, federal 
jurisdiction, commercial transactions, secured transactions and international insolvency law. He be-
gan teaching at Yale in 1990, and has also taught at the Harvard Law School. Mr. Brunstad recently 
published a textbook entitled Secured Transactions, Teaching Materials. He has been recognized in 
Leading Lawyers in Appellate Law, The Best Lawyers in America, Connecticut Super Lawyers, In-
ternational Who’s Who of Insolvency & Restructuring Lawyers and Leading Lawyers in Bankruptcy 
Law. Mr. Brunstad has been recognized as a leading lawyer in numerous venues, including Leading 
Lawyer in Appellate Law, The Best Lawyers in America, Connecticut Super Lawyers, International 
Who’s Who of Insolvency & Restructuring Lawyers and Leading Lawyer in Bankruptcy Law. His 
scholarly work has been cited or quoted by many courts, including the U.S. Supreme Court. Mr. 
Brunstad received his B.A. magna cum laude from Connecticut College in 1983, his J.D. from the 
University of Michigan Law School in 1986, where he was an associate editor and contributing edi-
tor of the Michigan Law Review, and both his LL.M. in 2011 and his J.S.D. in 2014 from Yale Law 
School.
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Edward M. Burr, CTP, CIRA is the founder and managing director of Mac Restructuring Advi-
sors, LLC in Phoenix. He has over 27 years of bankruptcy, receivership and corporate finance ex-
perience in providing pre-package bankruptcy planning services and other chapter 11 and 7 related 
services; providing turnaround, financial and restructuring services to both debtors and creditors in 
out-of-court restructurings and bankruptcy-related engagements; developing business plans, plans of 
reorganization and disclosure statements, liquidation analyses, detailed feasibility analyses, financial 
forecasting, and budget to actual monitoring reports; providing business valuation services involved 
in restructuring, litigation and merger and acquisition matters; providing litigation-support services 
including forensic accounting and fraud examinations; and serving as interim crisis management 
CRO, CFO, court-appointed receiver, chapter 11 trustee and examiner, and feasibility, cramdown 
interest rate, and §  1111(b) election expert. Mr. Burr received his B.A. in biochemistry from the 
University of Colorado at Boulder, his B.S. in finance from Arizona State University and his M.B.A. 
from Arizona State University.

Hon. Kevin J. Carey is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Delaware in Wilmington, first ap-
pointed in 2005 and serving as Chief Judge from 2008-11. He previously served as a U.S. bankruptcy 
judge for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, appointed on Jan. 25, 2001. Judge Carey began his 
legal career clerking for Hon. Thomas M. Twardowski, then served as clerk of court for the Eastern 
District of Pennsylvania. He is the Third Circuit representative on the Administrative Office’s Bank-
ruptcy Judges Advisory Group and a member of the Third Circuit Judicial Council’s Facilities and 
Security Committee. Judge Carey is a past global chairman of the Turnaround Management Associa-
tion, is a member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and is an ABI Executive Com-
mittee member. Judge Carey is a part-time adjunct professor at Temple University’s Beasley School 
of Law and St. John’s University’s LL.M. in Bankruptcy program, and is a contributing author to the 
Collier Forms Manual and Collier on Bankruptcy. He received his B.A. in 1976 from Pennsylvania 
State University and his J.D. in 1979 from Villanova University School of Law.

Tiffany L. Carroll is Acting U.S. Trustee for Region 15 in San Diego, covering the Southern District 
of California, the Districts of Hawaii and Guam, and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands, a position she was appointed to in March 2008. She became the Assistant U.S. Trustee in 
the San Diego office, covering the Southern District of California in 2005 after serving as a trial at-
torney and attorney advisor for the U.S. Trustee Program since 1991. In December 2000, Ms. Carroll 
received the Executive Office for U.S. Trustee’s Director’s Award for Excellence in Legal Advocacy. 
She received her her undergraduate degree from Pitzer College in Claremont, Calif., and her J.D. 
from Seattle University School of Law in Tacoma, Wash.

Christopher Celentino is a partner with Dinsmore & Shohl LLP in San Diego, where he focuses his 
practice on creditors’ rights, fiduciary services litigation, business reorganization and workouts, and 
insolvency and bankruptcy law. His bankruptcy practice emphasizes the representation of creditors 
and court-appointed trustees in chapter 7 and 11 cases, as well as the representation of debtors in 
chapter 11 cases. Mr. Celentino is versed in mechanic’s-lien law and related construction litigation 
matters, as well as family law and related dissolution matters. His creditors’ rights practice empha-
sizes representing lenders and borrowers in the workout and restructuring of commercial loans, se-
cured transactions and lease transactions, and the pursuit of creditors’ remedies in commercial litiga-
tion matters. Mr. Celentino is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board 
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of Certification. In 2011, he was selected as one of the “Transcript 10,” comprised of 10 of the most 
noteworthy attorneys from San Diego County, by the San Diego Daily Transcript. In 2012, he was the 
president of the California Bankruptcy Forum, the leading professional organization for bankruptcy 
lawyers in California, having served previously as treasurer and secretary; in 2018, he will serve as 
a co-chair of the annual meeting. He is also a former member of the board of directors of the San 
Diego Bankruptcy Forum and a past president. Mr. Celentino is a member of the San Diego County 
Bar Association, for which he served as chair of its Bankruptcy Law Section from 1992-93, and as 
secretary and vice president of the California State Bar Association Insolvency Committee, and he is 
a former member of the board of directors of the Bay Area Bankruptcy Forum. He is also former chair 
of the San Diego Financial Lawyers Group, and has served since 1994 as a court-appointed mediation 
panel member to the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of California. Mr. Celentino has 
served as both a court-appointed expert and privately engaged expert in many cases involving unique 
issues of bankruptcy and divorce. He received his B.S. in 1984 from Northwestern University and his 
J.D. cum laude from Georgetown University Law Center in 1987.

Robert M. Charles, Jr. is a partner with Lewis Roca Rothgerber Christie LLP in Tucson, Ariz. The 
firm’s bankruptcy practice group leader, he practices primarily bankruptcy law in both Arizona and 
Nevada. Mr. Charles is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and a past chair of the State 
Bar of Arizona Committee on Rules of Professional Conduct, and served as a member of the Arizona 
Bar’s Ethics Committee for many years. He was also a lawyer delegate to the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Ninth Circuit and is a member of the Conference Executive Committee. Mr. Charles lectures 
and writes extensively on bankruptcy law and is an adjunct faculty member of the James E. Rogers 
University of Arizona College of Law, teaching bankruptcy reorganization. He was previously with 
Lewis and Roca following a two-year clerkship with Hon. Earl H. Carroll of the U.S. District Court 
for the District of Arizona. Mr. Charles received his B.A. from the University of Arizona in 1979 and 
his J.D. with distinction from the University of Arizona James E. Rogers College of Law in 1982.

Hon. Scott C. Clarkson is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Central District of California in Santa 
Ana and Riverside, appointed on Jan. 20, 2011, and has also sat on the Ninth Circuit Bankruptcy Ap-
pellate Panel. Prior to his appointment, Judge Clarkson practiced bankruptcy law and bankruptcy liti-
gation for more than 20 years in Los Angeles, and he served as chair of the Los Angeles County Bar 
Association’s Commercial Law and Bankruptcy Section from 2008-09. He is a board member of the 
Orange County Federal Bar Association and the Orange County Bar Association, and has lectured on 
ethics and civility for the annual Los Angeles Federal Bar Association Ethics Program. From 1977-
82, Judge Clarkson was a legislative assistant to U.S. Congressman Harold L. Volkmer in Washing-
ton, D.C., and was assigned to the U.S. House of Representatives Judiciary Committee, where he was 
a direct observer of and participant in the creation of the 1978 Bankruptcy Code in the House. He 
later clerked for Hon. William L. Hungate, U.S. District Judge for the Eastern District of Missouri. 
Judge Clarkson has also been an established documentary photographer in the U.S., Southeast and 
Central Asia, and South America for more than 20 years. He also traveled to Afghanistan, Pakistan 
and Kashmir in 2008-09, and Jordan and Israel in 2014, covering recent events in these regions of the 
world. Judge Clarkson received his undergraduate degree from Indiana University in Bloomington in 
1979 and his J.D. from George Mason University School of Law in 1982.
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Leslie A. Cohen is an attorney and owner of Leslie Cohen Law, PC in Santa Monica, Calif., where 
she represents businesses and individuals in bankruptcy and insolvency matters, financial disputes, 
structuring, restructuring, reorganization, adversary proceedings and appeals. She has represented 
numerous asset-purchasers and sellers in negotiating and litigating bankruptcy acquisitions and con-
tract assumptions and rejections. She also advises companies on the structuring and funding of spe-
cial-purpose entities, distressed acquisitions and workouts. Ms. Cohen is a member of the Bankruptcy 
Mediation Panel for the Central District of California and has been an editor of the California Bank-
ruptcy Journal since 2007. She is an active lecturer and author, and lectures regularly at the UCLA 
Anderson School of Business. She has also spoken for the International Conference of Shopping 
Centers, ABI, the American Bar Association, the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, the Fi-
nancial Lawyers Conference, the Los Angeles Bankruptcy Forum, the California Bankruptcy Forum 
and the Century City Bar Association, as well as private firms. Ms. Cohen is admitted to the State Bar 
of California and received her J.D. from UCLA School of Law. She regularly lectures at the UCLA 
undergraduate business law program and the UCLA Anderson School of Business graduate program. 
Ms. Cohen received her B.A. in 1977 from the University of California at San Diego and her J.D. in 
1980 from UCLA School of Law, where she was an associate editor of the UCLA Law Review.

Prof. Andrea Coles-Bjerre is associate professor of law and faculty director of the Business Law 
Program at the University of Oregon School of Law in Eugene, where she teaches and writes in the 
fields of bankruptcy and civil procedure and received the Orlando J. Hollis Award for Excellence in 
Teaching. After finishing law school, she clerked for two years for U.S. Bankruptcy Judge Jerome 
Feller of the Eastern District of New York and practiced for six years with the law firm of Milbank, 
Tweed, Hadley & McCloy in New York, where she was the lead associate in a variety of complex 
chapter 11 and other insolvency matters, including the representation of an investor group that ac-
quired New York City’s Rockefeller Center, and the institutional noteholders in the reorganization 
of the Phar-Mor chain of drugstores (one of history’s more notorious bankruptcy fraud cases). Prof. 
Coles-Bjerre has been a member of the Oregon faculty since 1996. She is a peer reviewer for the 
American Bankruptcy Law Journal and has been a visiting faculty member at Brooklyn Law School. 
Her most recent bankruptcy article, “Ipso Facto: The Pattern of Assumable Contracts in Bankruptcy,” 
appears at 40 N. M. L. Rev. 77. Prof. Coles-Bjerre received her B.A. magna cum laude from Barnard 
College in 1984 and her J.D. from Brooklyn Law School in 1987.

Hon. Daniel P. Collins is Chief Bankruptcy Judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of 
Arizona in Phoenix, appointed as bankruptcy judge on Jan. 18, 2013, and as chief judge on March 
17, 2014. Previously, he was a shareholder with the law firm of Collins, May, Potenza, Baran & Gil-
lespie, P.C., in downtown Phoenix, practicing primarily in the areas of bankruptcy, commercial litiga-
tion and commercial transactions. Judge Collins served on the State Bar of Arizona’s Subcommittee 
on the Uniform Fraudulent Transfer Act. He also chaired the Bankruptcy Section of the State of 
Arizona from 1995-96 and was a lawyer representative to the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. Judge 
Collins is a frequent speaker on such topics as professionalism and civility, fraudulent transfers, dis-
charge litigation, trial practice, reaffirmation agreements, the intersection of bankruptcy and marital 
dissolution, receiverships, bankruptcy sales, bankruptcy claims classification, trustee representation, 
pensions in bankruptcy, bankruptcy appeals and debtor/ creditor law. He is a member of ABI, the 
National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees, the State Bar of Arizona and the Maricopa County Bar 
Association, and he currently serves on the board of the Federal Bar Association’s Phoenix Chapter 
and on ABI’s Board of Directors. He is also member of the University of Arizona Law School Board 
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of Visitors and was one of the founders of the Arizona Bankruptcy American Inns of Court, and he 
has served for more than 20 years on the American Arbitration Association’s Commercial Panel. 
Judge Collins received both his B.S. in finance and accounting in 1980 and his J.D. in 1983 from the 
University of Arizona.

Ted A. Dillman is an associate in the Los Angeles office of Latham & Watkins LLP and a member 
of the firm’s Finance Department and its Restructuring, Insolvency & Workouts Practice. He focuses 
on corporate restructuring, bankruptcy distressed mergers and acquisitions, and workouts, as well as 
general finance and corporate matters, and represents debtors, strategic buyers, private-equity funds, 
hedge funds, first and second lienholders, other creditors and boards of directors. Mr. Dillman also 
served in a management role at the firm as a member of the Associates Committee, as well as on the 
firm’s Training & Career Enhancement Committee, and frequently authors finance-related articles for 
various publications. He serves on the board of governors of the Financial Lawyers Conference and is 
a member of ABI, as well as of the American Bar Association subcommittee responsible for drafting a 
model bankruptcy asset-purchase agreement and related commentary. Mr. Dillman received his B.A. 
with a concentraion in history from the University of California at Berkeley and his J.D. from the 
University of Southern California Law School, where he a founding member of its Small Business 
Clinic, which advised clients on entity selection, formation, governance and ongoing compliance.

J. Ford Elsaesser is a senior partner with Elsaesser Jarzabek Anderson Elliott & Macdonald, Chtd. 
in Sandpoint, Idaho, where he primarily practices in bankruptcy, commercial and corporate law, and 
serves as a chapter 7 trustee, chapter 12 trustee and receiver. He is a former ABI president and chair-
man and was one of the originators of Bankruptcy Law for State Court Trial Judges, a successful ABI 
program. Mr. Elsaesser has been involved in five cases involving Catholic dioceses and religious or-
ders. He serves as an adjunct professor in the LL.M. in Bankruptcy program at St. John’s University 
School of Law, and teaches bankruptcy, advanced bankruptcy and federal courts at the University of 
Idaho College of Law. He successfully argued against the practice of routine vacatur of decisions 
made pending appeal in the U.S. Supreme Court case of U.S. Bancorp Mortgage Co. v. Bonner 
Mall Partnership, No. 93-714, in November 1994. Mr. Elsaesser is a Fellow of the sixth class of the 
American College of Bankruptcy. He received his B.A. from Goddard College and his J.D. from the 
University of Idaho Law School in 1977.

Holly E. Estes is the owner of Estes Law, a boutique law practice located in Reno, Nev., where she 
focuses on business and individual reorganizations, liquidations, bankruptcy trustee representation, 
creditors’ rights and bankruptcy appellate practice. She has successfully represented corporations, 
limited liability companies, individuals, partnerships, bankruptcy trustees, creditors and purchasers 
of bankruptcy estate assets in chapter 11 reorganizations, and chapter 7 liquidations. She has acted as 
counsel in several bankruptcy appeals with successful results for her clients. A frequent speaker and 
writer, Ms. Estes is a member of ABI, the Federal Bar Association, the Northern Nevada Bankruptcy 
Bar Association and the Northern Nevada Women Lawyers Association. She is also Board Certified 
in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification. Ms. Estes is admitted to the 
bars of the U.S. Bankruptcy Courts for the District of Nevada and the Districts of California, the U.S. 
District Court of Nevada, the U.S. Bankruptcy Appellate Panel for the Ninth Circuit, the Ninth Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals and the U.S. Supreme Court. She received her J.D. from the William S. Boyd 
School of Law at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas.



2017 SOUTHWEST BANKRUPTCY CONFERENCE

814

David Gallagher is a litigator-turned-litigation-funding investment manager and legal counsel for 
Bentham IMF in Los Angeles, where he helps companies and individuals obtain financing for com-
mercial suits to mitigate their litigation risk and to achieve their growth strategies. In addition to serv-
ing as a point of contact for parties seeking nonrecourse litigation funding, he conducts due diligence 
to advise Bentham about which cases present viable investment opportunities that will deliver fair 
and sustainable returns for the clients, the law firms trying the cases, and Bentham’s shareholders. Mr. 
Gallagher is actively engaged as a strategic partner, providing consultation as needed to the lawyers 
involved in the cases he recommends for funding. In addition to actively monitoring a multimillion-
dollar investment portfolio for Bentham, he lectures frequently and participates in panel discussions 
about commercial litigation finance. Previously, Mr. Gallagher was senior litigation counsel at the 
Los Angeles office of Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP. His litigation experience includes 
business disputes with a concentration on intellectual property matters, and he has represented and 
counseled clients in industries ranging from apparel to military contracting to hospitality, both at trial 
and on appeal in state and federal court, as well as in arbitration. Mr. Gallagher received his B.A. from 
Sarah Lawrence College, his M.Phil. from Oxford University and his J.D. from Harvard Law School.

Edward T. Gavin, CTP is a managing director and founding partner of Gavin/Solmonese LLC in 
Wilmington, Del., where he leads the firm’s Corporate Recovery Practice and specializes in com-
plex bankruptcy matters, representing debtors and creditors as financial advisor, asset-sale advisor, 
Chief restructuring officer or in other responsible party roles. In addition, he is frequently appointed 
liquidating trustee, litigation trustee or plan administrator over post-confirmation liquidating trusts. 
Mr. Gavin is an expert on rapid § 363 asset-sale processes and other matters pertinent to creditor 
representations, SPM gifts and the evaluation of claims against insiders. His engagements have in-
cluded responsibilities as bankruptcy and nonbankruptcy financial advisor to debtors and creditors’ 
committees, bankruptcy and nonbankruptcy interim management appointments, business viability as-
sessments, mergers and acquisitions, business integrations and strategic sales, corporate strategy and 
policy development and implementation, e-commerce and marketing strategy development, process 
re-engineering, and enterprise resource planning (ERP) system implementation and assessment. His 
roles have also included regulatory affairs management positions in FDA-regulated organizations, 
including the leadership of process re-engineering to remediate violations of FDA regulations. Mr. 
Gavin is ABI’s President-Elect, co-chaired ABI’s Financial Advisors & Investment Banking Com-
mittee from 2010-12 and is a former co-chair and education director of ABI’s Ethics and Professional 
Compensation Committee. He is a 30th Anniversary Circle contributor to ABI’s Endowment Fund 
and co-chaired ABI’s Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Workshop from 2009-14. He also served on ABI’s 
Civility Task Force and National Ethics Standards Task Force, and led that group’s Committee So-
licitation Protocols Subcommittee. A contributing editor for the ABI Journal’s “Last In Line” and 
“Financial Statements” columns, Mr. Gavin also writes the “Turnaround Tactics” blog for Forbes and 
has written extensively for such publications as The Journal of Corporate Renewal, Business Credit 
Magazine, Credit & Collections Risk Magazine, ABF Journal, ABL Advisor and the Daily Bankruptcy 
Review, among others. A member of the Association of Certified Turnaround Professionals and the 
Turnaround Management Association, and an associate member of the Association of Certified Fraud 
Examiners, he attended the University of the Arts in Philadelphia, studying music theory and educa-
tion.

Evan J. Gershbein is senior vice president with Kurtzman Carson Consultants in Los Angeles and 
oversees its Corporate Restructuring division, including its consulting and operations departments. 
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He has more than 12 years of exprience in the corporate restructuring process and ensures that all 
of KCC’s restructuring cases are properly staffed with the most experienced consultants best suited 
for the particular requirements of each case. Previously, Mr. Gershbein managed the claims admin-
istration and noticing process for dozens of clients, including Circuit City, Delphi Corp., Hostess 
Brands, Magna Entertainment, Overseas Shipholding Group, Peabody Energy Corp. and Workflow 
Management. He works closely with KCC’s Technology department and steers their efforts to create 
new advancements and improve existing features to KCC’s various technology platforms and web-
sites. While driving KCC’s Professional Development Committee, he also identifies and implements 
training programs and procedures to facilitate the professional growth of all corporate restructuring 
consultants. Mr. Gershbein is admitted to practice law in California and began his professional career 
as a judicial extern for Hon. Vincent Zurzolo, U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Central District of Cali-
fornia. He received his B.A. in philosophy from UCLA and his J.D. from Loyola Law School.

David K. Gottlieb is the managing member of D. Gottlieb & Associates, LLC in Los Angeles and 
provides trustee and fiduciary services to troubled and insolvent estates. He currently serves as a 
chapter 7 and 11 trustee in the Central District of California and also serves as a plan administrator, 
disbursing agent and estate representative. His services include roles as an examiner and providing 
financial advisory services to various parties restructuring or in bankruptcy. Prior to forming D. Got-
tlieb & Associates, LLC in 2014, Mr. Gottlieb was the partner in charge of a national accounting and 
consulting firm’s Bankruptcy & Insolvency Services practice. He received his bachelor’s degree in 
accounting from New York University in 1980.

Hon. M. Elaine Hammond is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of California in San 
Jose. Prior to taking the bench in 2012, her practice focused on representing debtors and creditors in 
commercial bankruptcy cases and out-of-court restructurings. Judge Hammond was a partner with 
the San Francisco firm of Friedman Dumas and Springwater LLP, and before that she was an associ-
ate with Murphy, Sheneman, Julian & Rogers. Judge Hammond began her legal career as a law clerk 
for Hon. Edward D. Jellen, now retired, also of the Northern District of California. She received her 
undergraduate degree from Duke University and her J.D. with honors from the University of North 
Carolina School of Law.

Whitman L. Holt is a partner with Klee, Tuchin, Bogdanoff & Stern LLP in Los Angeles and 
has represented clients across the bankruptcy spectrum, including borrowers in and out of court, 
debtors subject to involuntary bankruptcy petitions, municipal debtors, official committees, secured 
creditors in and out of bankruptcy, hedge and distressed-debt funds, equity sponsors, plaintiffs and 
defendants in bankruptcy-related litigation, and purchasers of assets via chapter 11 plans and § 363 
sales. Mr. Holt also is experienced with various alternative insolvency regimes, including bank and 
thrift receiverships under title 12 of the U.S. Code and proceedings for troubled insurers under state 
law, and has successfully litigated tax-refund ownership and other disputes against the FDIC. In ad-
dition, his bankruptcy-related appellate practice includes briefing multiple matters before the U.S. 
Supreme Court, including the prevailing merits brief in the landmark Stern v. Marshall case. Mr. 
Holt co-authored Bankruptcy and the Supreme Court: 1801-2014 (West Academic 2015) and is a 
contributing author to Collier on Bankruptcy, and has guest-lectured on bankruptcy and tax law at 
UCLA, USC and Loyola Law Schools. He has consistently been recognized as one of the top young 
corporate bankruptcy and restructuring attorneys in California by Super Lawyers magazine and by 
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Chambers & Partners, and was elected as a conferee of the National Bankruptcy Conference. Mr. 
Holt received his B.A., manga cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa, in 2002 from Bates College and his 
J.D. cum laude in 2005 from Harvard Law School.

Robbin L. Itkin leads Liner LLP’s Business Solutions and Financial Restructuring Group in 
Los Angeles, where she advises start-up companies, represents debtors, creditors, and equity and 
bondholders’ committees, and purchasers and trustees in corporate restructurings and bankruptcies in 
a wide variety of industries, including entertainment, retail, transportation, energy, real estate, health 
care and hospitality industries, and she advises high-profile individuals and corporations in out-of-
court workouts and financial transactions. Ms. Itkin, in her role as the appointed chapter 11 trustee in 
the Ritter Ranch case, in which she successfully sold the largest area of undeveloped property in Los 
Angeles County, was featured in the Bankruptcy Court Decisions Weekly News & Comment article 
“Chapter 11 Trustee’s Work Eases California Housing Shortage.” She was also mentioned in the Daily 
News article “Ritter Project Revived” and the Daily Journal Extra article “Construction Has Begun 
on Ritter Ranch Community in Palmdale,” among other articles. She has been listed in Southern 
California Super Lawyers and The Best Lawyers in America, and she has been recognized by the 
Century City Bar Association, which named her “Bankruptcy Lawyer of the Year” for 2013. Ms. 
Itkin has appeared on numerous news outlets, including NBC’s Los Angeles affiliate, discussing her 
representation of season ticket-holders in the Los Angeles Dodgers bankruptcy case, “NBC Nightly 
News” with Brian Williams, “The Today Show,” where she spoke on women in the workplace, and 
C-SPAN, where she interviewed U.S. Supreme Court Justice Anthony Kennedy, among others. She 
received her B.A. in 1981 from the University of California - Los Angeles and her J.D. in 1984 from 
the University of Southern California.

Dillon E. Jackson is a member with Foster Pepper PLLC in Seattle and has more than 40 years of ex-
perience in advising clients on creditors’ rights and bankruptcy. His practice emphasizes bankruptcy 
and other creditor-debtor matters, including representing debtors and secured creditors in workouts 
and loan restructuring; secured creditors in large commercial and multifamily real estate chapter 11 
bankruptcies in Washington, Oregon, Oklahoma, Arizona, and California; representation of receivers 
in varied scenarios; representation of chapter 11 debtors in Washington and Alaska; and major pur-
chasers of assets of troubled companies in bankruptcies and receivership and commercial landlords. 
His additional experience includes the representation of creditors’ committees in chapter 11 cases in 
Washington and Alaska. Mr. Jackson has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy 
and Creditor-Debtor Rights Law (1987-2018), Washington Super Lawyers (2002-17), Chambers USA 
as a Leading Individual in Bankruptcy/Restructuring Law, Best in the Business: Leading Lawyers in 
the Puget Sound Region, Seattle Business magazine for Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/In-
solvency and Reorganization (2013), as a 2010 “Top Lawyer” in Seattle Metropolitan magazine and 
as one of the “Top Lawyers in Washington” for Financial Markets and Services/Bankruptcy/Debt in 
Washington CEO (2008). He is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy, elected to its inau-
gural class in in 1990, and is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell. Mr. Jackson received his A.B. in 1967 
from Middlebury College and his J.D. in 1970 from the University of Washington School of Law.

Steven D. Jerome is a partner in the Phoenix office of Snell & Wilmer L.L.P., where his practice 
primarily focuses on assisting clients (both debtors and creditors) with solving problems pertaining 
to insolvency and potential insolvency situations. His services include assessing businesses’ solven-
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cy and potential restructuring options from a legal and economic perspective, evaluating the assets 
reachable by creditors and competing creditors’ claims to available assets, reviewing and enforcing 
creditors’ rights, and protecting clients’ rights in state or federal courts. In addition, he is experienced 
in providing bankruptcy advice on transactional matters, including nonconsolidation, true sale, per-
fection and preference bankruptcy opinion. Mr. Jerome served as chair of the State Bar of Arizona’s 
Bankruptcy Section from 2006-07, has been a master of the Arizona Bankruptcy American Inn of 
Court since 2013, and is a member of ABI and the American Bar Association. He has been listed in 
The Best Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorgani-
zation Law, Bankruptcy Litigation from 2013-18, and in Southwest Super Lawyers for Bankruptcy 
& Creditor/Debtor Rights from 2010-17. Previously, Mr. Jerome clerked for Hon. Timothy J. Ma-
honey with the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Nebraska. He is admitted to practice in the 
Supreme Court of Arizona, the U.S. District Courts for the Districts of Arizona and Colorado, and 
the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the Third, Ninth and Tenth Circuits. Mr. Jerome received his B.S. in 
1994 from Santa Clara University’s Leavey School of Business and his J.D. cum laude in 1997 from 
Creighton University School of Law.

Cody J. Jess is an attorney with Schian Walker PLC in Phoenix, where his practice focuses on com-
plex commercial litigation, commercial bankruptcy and business law. He is experienced in chapter 7, 
11 and 15 bankruptcy practce and is a five-time Super Lawyers “Rising Stars” selectee (2012-17). Mr. 
Jess is a member of the State Bar of Arizona’s Bankruptcy and Trial Practice sections, and is a bar-
rister in the Arizona Bankruptcy American Inn of Court. Mr. Jess also provides pro bono assistance 
to indigent persons through Community Legal Services’ Volunteer Lawyers Program. He previously 
was a judicial extern for Hon. Randolph J. Haines of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of 
Arizona. Mr. Jess received his B.I.S. summa cum laude in political science and justice studies from 
Arizona State University and his J.D. also from Arizona State University, where he was a 2006 Wil-
lard H. Pedrick Scholar at the Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law.

James F. Kahn is the founder and senior attorney of Kahn & Ahart, PLLC (Bankruptcy Legal Cen-
ter™) in Phoenix. He has more than 40 years of experience practicing law and devotes his practice 
to representing individuals and businesses in bankruptcy and creditors’ and debtors’ rights cases. Mr. 
Kahn has been designated a Southwest Super Lawyer for 2007-15 and served as an adjunct professor 
of law at Phoenix School of Law from 2007-13. In 1988, he was certified as a Bankruptcy Specialist 
by the State Bar of Arizona’s Board of Legal Specialization. Mr. Kahn has served on numerous com-
mittees and regularly lectures in various educational programs on bankruptcy as well as creditors’ 
and debtors’ rights. He also served as chairman of the Arizona State Bar Committee on Creditors’ and 
Debtors’ Rights and as chairman of the Bankruptcy Section of the Arizona State Bar. In addition, he 
served as a Judge Pro Tem of the Superior Court of Arizona from 1995-15. Mr. Kahn was a captain 
in the U.S. Army JAG from 1968-79. He received his B.S. in marketing and management from the 
University of Detroit in 1968 and his J.D. in 1972 from Wayne State University Law School.

Jordan A. Kroop is a partner in the Bankruptcy & Restructuring group of Perkins Coie LLP’s Cor-
porate practice in Phoenix. He represents debtors, official committees, acquirers and significant credi-
tors in chapter 11 matters involving publicly traded and privately held companies throughout the 
nation. He has also represented secured lenders, committees, lessors and institutional lenders. Since 
1998, Mr. Kroop has coauthored and regularly updated the two-volume treatise Bankruptcy Litiga-



2017 SOUTHWEST BANKRUPTCY CONFERENCE

818

tion and Practice: A Practitioner’s Guide, now in its fourth edition. He also co-authored a chapter 
on chapter 11 and sports franchises in the Collier Guide to Chapter 11 (LexisNexis 2011, rev’d 2012, 
2013) and co-authored The Executive Guide to Corporate Bankruptcy (Beard Books). Among the 
prominent chapter 11 matters he has handled is representing the NHL’s Phoenix Coyotes as debtor’s 
counsel and leading the team to its eventual sale. He has also represented the Boston Celtics and Mil-
waukee Bucks in reorganization matters. In addition to his background counseling sports franchises, 
Mr. Kroop provides chapter 11 representation to reorganizing clients in manufacturing, real estate 
development, construction, hospitality gaming and technology. He has represented a large REIT, 
a consumer electronics manufacturer, makers of construction materials, and an iconic Manhattan 
restaurant in its chapter 11 filing. Mr. Kroop serves as an adjunct professor of law at the Sandra Day 
O’Connor College of Law at Arizona State University. He also instructs at ABI’s Litigation Skills 
Symposium and has taught at the University of the Pacific’s McGeorge School of Law in Salzburg, 
Austria. Mr. Kroop is recognized in Southwest Super Lawyers and The Best Lawyers in America, and 
was one of a handful lawyers named among the “Outstanding Young Bankruptcy Lawyers” in the 
U.S. by Turnarounds & Workouts. He received his A.B. magna cum laude from Brown University 
and his J.D. from the University of Virginia.

John W. Lucas is a partner in Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones LLP’s San Francisco office, where 
he represents debtors and creditors in chapter 11 cases and companies in out-of-court restructurings 
with an emphasis on transportation, financial products, automotive, retail and technology. His recent 
debtor representations include Blue Earth, Inc., Response Genetics, Inc., NewZoom, Inc., Z’Tejas 
Restaurants, Elephant Bar Restaurants, Highway Technologies, American Suzuki Motor Corp. and 
Mesa Airlines. Mr. Lucas is a co-author of Debtor-in-Possession Financing: Funding a Chapter 11 
Case (ABI 2012), First Day Motions: A Guide to the Critical First Days of a Bankruptcy Case, Third 
Edition (ABI 2012) and “The Role and Retention of the Chief Restructuring Officer” in The Americas 
Restructuring and Insolvency Guide (Globe White Page 2008-09). He is a graduate of the University 
of California at Los Angeles and received his J.D. from the University of Oregon School of Law, 
where he was a member of the Oregon Law Review.

Hon. Brian D. Lynch is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Washington in Tacoma, 
sworn in on June 1, 2010. He was appointed Chief Bankruptcy Judge of the District on Oct. 1, 2014, 
and is currently the chair of the executive committee for the Ninth Circuit Chief Bankruptcy Judges 
Conference. Judge Lynch serves on the Ninth Circuit ADR Committee, and previously served on the 
Circuit Bankruptcy Judges Education and IT Committees. Prior to his appointment, he served as the 
standing chapter 13 trustee for the Portland Division of the District of Oregon and as the standing 
chapter 12 trustee for the District of Oregon. Judge Lynch received his J.D. in 1975 from Georgetown 
University Law Center.

Hon. Margaret M. Mann is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of California in San 
Diego, appointed on April 2, 2010, and chaired the 2016 Ninth Circuit Conference Executive Com-
mittee after serving as the program chair on the Executive Committee in 2015. She is currently the 
Ninth Circuit representative to the Bankruptcy Judges Advisory Committee of the U.S. Administra-
tive Office and to the board of directors of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges. Since 
her appointment, Judge Mann has spoken before numerous professional associations, including as a 
faculty member for Federal Judicial Center Education programs, the California Bankruptcy Forum, 
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the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, ABI, the American Bar Association and the Ameri-
can College of Bankruptcy. She is on the board of directors for the national Credit Abuse Resistance 
Education (CARE) program, is a Fellow with the American College of Bankruptcy and is a founding 
member of the San Diego Bankruptcy Forum. Before becoming a judge, Judge Mann was listed in 
The Best Lawyers in America and served leadership roles in numerous bankruptcy and civic orga-
nizations. She was also a partner at Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton LLP and Heller Ehrman 
LLP. Judge Mann received her B.A. in finance cum laude from the University of Illinois in 1978 with 
distinction, attended the Tilburg School of Economics in The Netherlands in 1978, and received her 
J.D. in 1981 from the University of Southern California Gould School of Law.

Tamara McGrath is a senior managing director at FTI Consulting, Inc. in Los Angeles and a mem-
ber of its Turnaround & Restructuring practice within the Corporate Finance & Restructuring seg-
ment. For the past 18 years, Ms. McGrath has provided advisory services in restructuring settings 
to creditor committees, companies, lenders and equity-holders. Matters she has advised on have in-
volved strategies for improving liquidity, debt restructuring, operational improvement strategy, foren-
sic accounting, valuation analysis, due diligence, development and analysis of retention, severance 
and incentive plans, bankruptcy preparation and administration, preference analysis and litigation 
advisory. Ms. McGrath’s industry experience includes retail, for-profit education, energy, biofuel, 
financial services, technology, health care, agriculture, manufacturing and real estate. In addition, she 
has provided expert testimony in complex accounting matters. Ms. McGrath’s clients include many 
high-profile law firms, private-equity funds and lenders. Her most notable cases are Corinthian Col-
leges Inc., Cocopah Nurseries Inc., California Coastal Communities, Hot Dog on a Stick, a $1 billion 
refinery and gas station operator, a $3 billion regional retailer, People’s Choice Home Loans, Silicon 
Graphics, Peregrine Systems, a $2 billion energy producer, World Access, Lernout & Hauspie, Sun 
World International, US Airways Group and Illuminations. Prior to joining FTI Consulting, Ms. Mc-
Grath was with the U.S. division of PricewaterhouseCoopers’ Business Recovery Services practice.  
A member of the Turnaround Management Association and the Los Angeles Bankruptcy Forum, she 
received her B.S. in accounting summa cum laude from Arizona State University.

Erin McKeighan is a senior director with Alvarez & Marsal in Chicago. She received her B.S. in 
2006 in business, computer information systems and accoutning from Indiana University’s Kelley 
School of Business.

Joshua D. Morse is a partner with DLA Piper LLP in San Francisco, where he focuses his practice 
on corporate restructurings and bankruptcy proceedings and represents bondholders, debtors, secured 
lenders, indenture trustees and creditors’ committees. His experience includes both out-of-court 
restructuring negotiations and representing bondholders in complex matters in bankruptcy courts 
throughout the U.S. Mr. Morse serves clients across a wide range of industries and sectors, including 
technology, gaming, media, retail, aerospace, transportation, oil and gas, power generation, mining 
and manufacturing. His recent engagements include the representations of a group of lenders and 
bondholders in out-of-court restructuring matters involving iHeartCommunications and a steering 
committee of lenders in out-of-court restructuring negotiations involving a private manufacturer of 
engineered products, subassemblies and integrated systems for the oil and gas, power generation, 
mining, aerospace, transportation and industrial markets. Prior to joining DLA Piper, Mr. Morse was 
a partner with Jones Day and had significant involvement in the chapter 11 proceedings of Tropicana 
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Las Vegas Resort and Casino, Factory 2-U Stores, Komag and Opal Concepts. He also represented 
a number of debtors in successful chapter 11 proceedings, including Liberty House, the Los Angeles 
Dodgers, SmarTalk TeleServices and Strouds, and served as counsel to the chapter 7 trustee for Bro-
beck, Phleger & Harrison. In addition, he represented creditors and creditor groups in many chapter 
11 cases and out-of-court workouts, including Adelphia Communications Corp. (senior noteholders), 
Dade Behring Holdings (noteholders), Fontainebleau Las Vegas (lenders), the City of Klamath Falls 
(noteholders), Solutia (ad hoc committee of noteholders), SONICblue (senior noteholders), the City 
of Stockton (major bondholder) and Tribune Company (lenders). He has worked on proceedings in-
volving airlines as well, including American and Hawaiian. Mr. Morse has transactional experience 
in various business sectors, including the representation of Oaktree Capital Management and affili-
ates in transactions involving Turtle Bay Resort and the San Francisco Asian Art Museum Foundation 
in a transaction effectuating an out-of-court restructuring of the foundation’s bond debt. He has been 
listed in Super Lawyers (2007-11) and in the Legal 500 US (2014-16). Mr. Morse received his B.B.A. 
with honors in 1995 from New Mexico State University and his J.D. in 2000 from Santa Clara Uni-
versity, where he was a comments editor for its law review.

Sam Newman is a partner in the Los Angeles office of Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP and a member 
of its Business Restructuring and Reorganization Group and the Corporate Department. His practice 
involves representing creditors, debtors and other parties-in-interest in chapter 11 cases. He also ad-
vises buyers, sellers, lenders and borrowers in transactions involving distressed assets. Mr. Newman 
has been named as one of California’s leading lawyers in business and restructuring by Chambers 
USA – America’s Leading Business Lawyers and been recognized in The Best Lawyers in America in 
the area of Bankruptcy and Creditor-Debtor Rights Law. He has also been named as a Southern Cali-
fornia Super Lawyer in the area of Bankruptcy & Creditor/Debtor Rights. Mr. Newman is admitted to 
practice law in California. Prior to joining Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP, he held political and fun-
draising positions with the Democratic National Committee (DNC) in Washington, D.C., and served 
in legislative and policy positions for Sen. John Glenn (Ohio) and Reps. Gary Ackerman (N.Y.) and 
Rob Andrews (N.J.). Mr. Newman received his B.S. in foreign service from Georgetown University’s 
School of Foreign Service in 1992 and his J.D. magna cum laude from Georgetown University Law 
Center, where he was elected to the Order of the Coif.

Randy Nussbaum is an attorney with Sacks Tierney P.A. in Scottsdale, Ariz. His areas of prac-
tice include complex bankruptcy law, real estate, construction, and contract law. Mr. Nussbaum  is 
a frequent lecturer and author on topics regarding bankruptcy, construction and real estate for the 
State Bar of Arizona, Maricopa County Bar Association, ABI and other professional organizations. 
A Martindale-Hubbell AV-Preeminent-rated attorney, he has also been listed several times in Super 
Lawyers’ “Top 50” list of Arizona attorneys, including for 2017, and been listed in The Best Lawyers 
in America annually since 2009. Previously, he was with Nussbaum Gillis & Dinner PC. Mr. Nuss-
baum is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification and is 
a certified specialist in bankruptcy law by the Arizona Board of Legal Specialization. He received his 
B.A. cum laude and his J.D. from Arizona State University, where he graduated in the top 25 percent 
of his class.

Jeffrey N. Pomerantz is a partner with Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones LLP in Los Angeles, where his 
practice includes representing companies, creditors’ committees and private-equity funds in complex 
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in- and out-of-court financial restructurings and merger-and-acquisition transactions. He has particu-
lar expertise in restructurings in the restaurant and retail sectors, and is generally focused on middle-
market companies with annual revenues ranging from $50 million to $300 million. Mr. Pomerantz 
also has an active creditors’ committee practice, having represented more than 20 creditors’ commit-
tees over the past several years. He is ABI’s President and authored “The Bare Necessities of Critical 
Vendor Motions—It’s a Jungle Out There,” 13 Journal of Bankruptcy Law & Practice (2004), and he 
has lectured or been a panelist for ABI, the Los Angeles Bankruptcy Forum, the Financial Lawyers 
Conference and the Credit Managers Association. He is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell and was 
named a “Super Lawyer” in the field of Bankruptcy & Creditor/Debtor Rights from 2009-12 in Los 
Angeles magazine. Mr. Pomerantz received both his undergraduate degree Phi Beta Kappa and his 
J.D. from New York University, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif.

Jeffrey M. Reisner is a partner and former member of the Executive Committee of Irell & Manella 
LLP in Newport Beach, Calif., and is the head of its Bankruptcy, Reorganization and Creditors’ 
Rights practice group. He specializes in representing companies and high-net-worth individuals in 
connection with the reorganization of their financial affairs, and as creditors of others in financial 
distress. He also represents creditors’ committees, acquirers of assets, investors and creditors in bank-
ruptcy cases and out of court restructurings throughout the U.S. Mr. Reisner is consistently recog-
nized in Chambers USA, The Best Lawyers in America and Super Lawyers. He is a Fellow of the 
American College of Bankruptcy Lawyers and was appointed to the American Institute of Certified 
Public Accountants’ Bankruptcy Task Force. Mr. Reisner received M&A Advisor’s 2014 “Restructur-
ing Deal of the Year Award” for his successful representation of the Official Creditors’ Committee 
in the American Suzuki chapter 11 bankruptcy case. In 2013, he was named Best Lawyers’ Orange 
County Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law “Lawyer of the 
Year,” an honor bestowed upon only a single lawyer in each practice area in each community. Mr. 
Reisner was recognized for his successful representation of William Lyon Homes in a special report 
by Turnarounds & Workouts highlighting “2012 Successful Restructurings” and was selected as one 
of Corporate Counsel’s 2010 Top Lawyers for Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights Law. Mr. 
Reisner earned his B.S. in industrial and labor relations from Cornell University and his M.B.A./J.D. 
from New York University.

Claire Ann Resop is a partner in the Madison, Wis., office of Steinhilber Swanson, LLP, where she 
concentrates her practice in bankruptcy, real estate, and commercial and claim litigation. She has 
served on ABI’s Board of Directors, was appointed to the panel of chapter 7 trustees for the West-
ern District of Wisconsin from 2004-11, and was formerly a member of the National Association 
of Bankruptcy Trustees’ New Trustee Advisory Committee. She is also past chair of the State Bar 
of Wisconsin’s Bankruptcy, Insolvency and Creditors’ Rights Section and serves as co-chair of its 
Legislative Committee. Ms. Resop formerly served as chair of both ABI’s Central States Bankruptcy 
Workshop advisory board and the State Bar of Wisconsin’s Convention Committee, and she was a 
member of the Ethics Committee for the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees. In 2005, she 
was recognized as one of the “Top 25 Female Super Lawyers,” and has been named a “Super Lawyer” 
in Law & Politics and Milwaukee Magazine since 2005. Ms. Resop received her B.A. from Marquette 
University in 1987 and her J.D. from the University of Wisconsin in 1993.



2017 SOUTHWEST BANKRUPTCY CONFERENCE

822

Thomas J. Salerno is a partner in the Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights practice at Stinson Leonard 
Street LLP in Phoenix, where he represents distressed companies, acquirers and creditors in financial 
restructurings and bankruptcy proceedings, pre- and post-bankruptcy workouts, and corporate recapi-
talizations. He works with clients from an array of industries, including casinos, resort hotels, sports 
teams, real estate, high-tech manufacturing, electricity generation, agribusiness, construction, health 
care, airlines and franchised fast-food operations. Mr. Salerno has represented parties in insolvency 
proceedings in 30 states and five countries. He has been involved in restructurings in the U.S., U.K., 
Germany, France, Switzerland, and the Czech and Slovak Republics. In addition, Mr. Salerno taught 
comparative international insolvency at the University of Salzburg and Gray’s Inn School of Law 
in London, and is an adjunct professor at the Sandra Day O’Connor School of Law at Arizona State 
University, teaching bankruptcy litigation and advanced chapter 11 bankruptcy. He is also a regular 
guest lecturer at the Eller MBA Program for the University of Arizona. Mr. Salerno has served as an 
expert witness on U.S. insolvency law in litigation in Germany, and represented Coyote Hockey LLC, 
the owners of the Phoenix Coyotes of the National Hockey League (NHL), in historic bankruptcy 
proceedings that resulted in an unprecedented solution: the NHL purchasing one of its own teams for 
the first time in the league’s 90-year history. He headed the U.S. delegation to the Czech Republic in 
advising the Czech Government in the historic revamping of its bankruptcy law, which took effect in 
January 2008, and he has also advised on revamping insolvency laws in the Dominican Republic and 
Costa Rica. Mr. Salerno is a member of the UNCITRAL working group on its Insolvency Law Re-
form Project, completed in early 2007. He is a former ABI Board and Executive Committee member, 
a past director of the American Board of Certification, a Fellow of the American College of Bank-
ruptcy, and a member of the Plan Issues Advisory Subcommittee for ABI’s landmark Bankruptcy 
Review Commission. Mr. Salerno received his B.A. summa cum laude from Rutgers University and 
his J.D. cum laude from Notre Dame Law School, where he served as an editor of the Notre Dame 
Law Review.

Hon. Deborah J. Saltzman is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Central District of California in Los 
Angeles, appointed March 18, 2010, and also hears cases in the Northern Division in Santa Barbara. 
Prior to her appointment to the bench, she practiced bankruptcy law in Los Angeles for 12 years, 
spending most of her career with O’Melveny & Myers LLP. While in practice, she represented debt-
ors, secured and unsecured creditors, asset-purchasers, creditors’ committees and landlords in chapter 
11 and out-of-court restructurings, as well as in related financing transactions and litigation. Judge 
Saltzman is the chair of the Central District Bankruptcy Court’s Education Committee and designs 
educational programs for the court’s judges, law clerks and externs. She also regularly teaches con-
tinuing education programs for the bar and speaks on issues related to bankruptcy and restructuring. 
Judge Saltzman is a member of the national Next Generation CM/ECF working group to develop 
updates to the electronic filing systems for the nation’s bankruptcy courts. She also recently partici-
pated in a conference regarding the proposed national chapter 13 form plan and related updates to the 
Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure. Judge Saltzman is a member of the National Conference of 
Bankruptcy Judges, ABI, the Financial Lawyers Conference, the Los Angeles Bankruptcy Forum and 
the Inland Empire Bankruptcy Forum. She received her B.A. in 1991 from Amherst College Phi Beta 
Kappa and her J.D. in 1996 from the University of Virginia School of Law.

Brian D. Shapiro is the founding member of the Law Office of Brian D. Shapiro, LLC, a Las Vegas 
law firm focusing on both creditor and debtor rights within bankruptcy proceedings. He has been 
practicing law for more than 19 years and is admitted to practice before all state and federal courts in 
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Nevada and California. For more than seven years, Mr. Shapiro has been on the chapter 7 and chapter 
11 panels of bankruptcy trustees for the District of Nevada and has administered over 11,000 bank-
ruptcy cases. He is also an arbitrator and mediator for the State Bar of Nevada Fee Dispute Commit-
tee and has been an active member of Bankruptcy Bar. Mr. Shapiro is one of the founding members 
of the Bankruptcy Bar Pro Bono Committee and a former executive member of the Southern Nevada 
Association of Bankruptcy Attorneys, served on the local merit screening committee, is a former 
member of the local rules committee and was awarded the Pro Bono Building Award by the Honor-
able Linda B. Riegle. He graduated from Arizona State University in 1991 and received his J.D. from 
Southwestern University School of Law in 1994.

Bradley D. Sharp is a senior managing director with the Los Angeles office of Development Special-
ists, Inc. and has more than 20 years of experience providing crisis-management, financial advisory 
and third-party fiduciary services. He has advised and operated companies in numerous industries, 
including consumer finance, real estate development, high tech, manufacturing, food and agriculture. 
Mr. Sharp has served as chief restructuring officer as well as trustee under chapters 7 and 11, and 
post-confirmation. He is also an expert witness with respect to fiduciary duties, banking, finance and 
securitizations. Mr. Sharp has co-chaired ABI’s Business Reorganization Committee. Prior to joining 
DSI, he was a vice president and senior commercial loan collection officer with Bank of America, 
NT&SA. Mr. Sharp received his B.S. in accounting with an emphasis in business computer informa-
tion systems from Mesa College in Grand Junction, Colo.

James Patrick Shea is a partner with Armstrong Teasdale LLP in Las Vegas, where he focuses on 
advising financial institutions, landlords, vendors and other creditors in business bankruptcy proceed-
ings. He has represented numerous hotel casino properties, guides creditors in all aspects of litigation 
relating to the debtor/creditor relationship, and assists in protecting and enforcing their rights, inter-
ests and remedies, both inside and outside of insolvency proceedings, including reorganizations, liq-
uidations and informal out-of-court workouts. An ABI member since 1988 and ABI’s immediate past 
president, he is formerly ABI’s Vice President-Communication & Information Technology and the 
founding chair of ABI’s former subcommittee on Gaming Insolvencies and Reorganizations. He also 
chairs ABI’s Civility Task Force and is a former program chair of ABI’s Southwest Bankruptcy Con-
ference. Mr. Shea is past chair and current vice chair of the State Bar of Nevada’s Bankruptcy Law 
Section, a member of the State Bar of Nevada’s Civility Task Force, chair of the advisory committee 
of the Southern Nevada Association of Bankruptcy Attorneys, a Ninth Circuit Lawyer Representa-
tive for the District of Nevada, and a member of the Ninth Circuit LRCC and Conference Planning 
Committee. He is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell and is consistently listed in The Best Lawyers in 
America and as a Mountain West Super Lawyer. Mr. Shea received both his undergraduate degree and 
his J.D. from the University of Arizona, where he received the chairmanship to the Moot Court Board 
and the Mitchell C. Nelson Award for legal scholarship.

Hon. Laura Stuart Taylor is Chief Judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District 
of California in San Diego, initially appointed in January 2008 and named chief judge in October 
2012. In January 2013, she was also appointed to a seven-year term on the Ninth Circuit Bankruptcy 
Appellate Panel. Judge Taylor served as the conference chair for the 2012 Ninth Circuit Judicial Con-
ference and as program chair for the 2011 Conference. She previously served on the Ninth Circuit 
Bankruptcy Judges Education Committee and the Ninth Circuit’s Pro Se Committee. Judge Taylor 
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currently chairs the Local Rules and Bar Advisory Committee of her court and led the effort to redraft 
the court’s Local Rules. She currently serves on the Federal Judicial Center’s Chief Judge Education 
Committee and actively participates in educational programs in the area of bankruptcy law, most re-
cently participating in programs sponsored by the National Conference of Bankruptcy Trustees, the 
San Diego County Bar Association, the San Diego Bankruptcy Forum and the State Bar of California. 
Judge Taylor is an active member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and serves as 
chair of the U.S. Trustee Liaison Committee. She also is a Master in the Louis M. Welsh Inn of the 
American Inns of Court. Judge Taylor received her B.A. with highest honors from the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill and her J.D. from Duke University.

Hon. Eugene R. Wedoff served as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois 
in Chicago from 1987-2015 and as chief judge from 2002-07. He is ABI’s president and sits on 
the 15-member expert panel for ABI’s newly created Commission on Consumer Bankruptcy. Judge 
Wedoff presided over the chapter 11 reorganization of United Air Lines, was a member of the Ad-
visory Committee on Bankruptcy Rules from 2004-14 and served as its chair after 2010. He was 
the president of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges from 2013-14 and also served as a 
member of the NCBJ’s Board of Governors, as its secretary, and as chair of its education commit-
tee. Judge Wedoff is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy, as well as a member of the 
National Bankruptcy Conference. He is the author of the chapter on professional employment in 
Queenan, Hendel and Hillinger, Chapter 11 Theory and Practice (LRP Publications 1994), has been 
an associate editor of the American Bankruptcy Law Journal and currently serves as a contributing 
editor of the Thomson Reuters Bankruptcy Law Letter. Judge Wedoff is a frequent lecturer and has 
served as a member of the Federal Judicial Center’s Committee on Bankruptcy Judge Education. In 
2016, he received the Judge William L. Norton Jr. Judicial Excellence Award; in 2009, he received the 
Lawrence P. King Award from the Commercial Law League; and in 1995, he received the Excellence 
in Education Award from the NCBJ. Judge Wedoff graduated from the college and law school of the 
University of Chicago.

Hon. Brenda Moody Whinery is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Arizona in Tucson, 
sworn in on Feb. 1, 2013. Previously, she was with the Phoenix law firm of Ryley, Carlock & Apple-
white, where she practiced in the areas of bankruptcy, creditors’ rights and real estate, primarily repre-
senting institutional clients and unsecured creditors’ committees. She also co-chaired the firm’s bank-
ruptcy practice group. In 1998, Judge Whinery became the U.S. Trustee for the District of Arizona, 
and during her tenure also served as the Acting U.S. Trustee for New Mexico, Southern California, 
Hawaii, Guam and the Northern Mariana Islands. In 2002, she returned to private practice and joined 
the firm of Mesch, Clark & Rothschild in Tucson. As a shareholder at Mesch, Clark & Rothschild, her 
practice was concentrated in commercial bankruptcy reorganization matters, representing debtors, 
creditors’ committees and chapter 11 trustees, and she also served as a chapter 11 trustee. In addition, 
she was also active in the firm’s management, serving on the management committee and as president 
of the corporate entity. Judge Whinery is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy. She is also 
a member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and sits on the Endowment for Education 
Committee and the Ninth Circuit Pro Se Litigation Committee. Judge Whinery is a 1982 graduate 
of the University of Arizona and received her J.D. from the University of Arizona College of Law in 
1985, where she served as a writer and editor on the Arizona Law Review.
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Daniel R. Williams, CPA is a senior managing director for Fenix Financial Forensics LLC (F3) in 
Scottsdale, Ariz., and has more than 30 years of experience as a restructuring professional. He has 
advised numerous underperforming companies in a variety of industries through the restructuring and 
recapitalization process. Mr. Williams is frequently contacted by secured lenders and creditor constit-
uents to assist their portfolio companies in the development of strategic and restructuring alternatives. 
His experience includes serving as lead partner on several restructuring, corporate finance, bank-
ruptcy and turnaround engagements including numerous national matters. Mr. Williams has served as 
a court-appointed trustee in chapter 11 and chapter 7 cases, examiner, examiner with expanded pow-
ers for the purpose of investigating fraud, expert witness and § 702 expert in bankruptcy court. He 
has assisted various constituents in identifying solutions to complex operational and financial issues, 
and has been active in the restructuring of billions in debt and equity capital. He has also provided 
business audit, management and operational consulting services to construction, retail, wholesale 
distribution, hotel and hospitality, real estate, insurance and other emerging businesses. In addition to 
his bankruptcy, turnaround and consulting practice, Mr. Williams has experience in interpreting and 
implementing accounting standards. He was a two-year member of Andersen’s “Accounting Princi-
ples Group,” the national office technical standards-setting group responsible for firm-wide account-
ing standards, and he was a direct report to Edmund L. Jenkins, who became chairman of the FASB 
in 1997. In this role, he provided diverse technical consultation to firm partners, managing directors, 
directors, CEOs and CFOs of Fortune 500 entities, and emerging businesses on income taxes, SEC 
reporting, real estate issues, leveraged buyouts, mergers and acquisitions and foreign currency issues. 
Prior to joining F3, Mr. Williams was a partner at PricewaterhouseCoopers and was the Phoenix of-
fice managing partner, as well as the regional consulting head, at McGladrey. He received his B.B.A. 
in accounting from the University of Arizona.


