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Brian R. Anderson is a member in the Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights practice group of Nexsen 
Pruet, PLLC in Greensboro, N.C., where he focuses his practice in the areas of bankruptcy, credi-
tors’ rights and commercial litigation. He represents banking and financial institutions, secured and 
unsecured creditors, contractors and guarantors before state and federal courts and delivers counsel 
on a wide range of matters, including complex chapter 11 cases, avoidance actions and adversary pro-
ceedings. Previously, Mr. Anderson clerked for Hon. Thomas W. Waldrep, Jr. of the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court for the Middle District of North Carolina. Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the 
American Board of Certification, he was named a “North Carolina Rising Star” in the areas Bankrupt-
cy and Creditor/Debtor Rights in Super Lawyers from 2014-17 and named to Business North Caro-
lina’s “Legal Elite” in the area of bankruptcy in 2015 and 2017. He also was recognized by Chambers 
USA as an “Up and Coming” lawyer in the area of Bankruptcy/Restructuring in North Carolina for 
2017. Mr. Anderson received his B.S.B.A. from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and 
his J.D. cum laude from American University Washington College of Law.

Eric W. Anderson is a partner in the bankruptcy group of Parker, Hudson, Rainer & Dobbs LLP 
in Atlanta, where he concentrates his practice in bankruptcy, workouts, financial restructuring and 
commercial finance. He represents lenders and other parties in bankruptcy and financial restructuring 
matters both in and out of bankruptcy, debtor-in-possession financing, purchase and sale of assets of 
distressed companies, and various related transactions. A frequent writer and speaker, Mr. Anderson 
is an ABI Board member and a past chair of the advisory board for ABI’s Southeast Bankruptcy 
Workshop, and he has contributed articles to the ABI Journal and other publications. He is a Fellow 
in the American College of Bankruptcy and chairman of the College’s 11th Circuit Educational Pro-
grams Committee, and is a member of the boards of directors of the Southeastern Bankruptcy Law 
Institute and of Meritas, a worldwide law firm organization. He also served on the board of directors 
of the Atlanta Bar Association and is a past chair of the Atlanta Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Sec-
tion. Mr. Anderson was selected as one of Georgia’s Legal Elite in 2007-14, and has been listed as 
a “Georgia Super Lawyer” in Atlanta Magazine. He is also recognized by Chambers USA as one of 
America’s leading lawyers for business, and by The Best Lawyers in America. In addition, he is a 
Master of the Bench in the W. Homer Drake, Jr. Georgia Bankruptcy Inn of Court. Mr. Anderson re-
ceived his undergraduate degree with distinction in 1982 from the University of Wisconsin-Madison 
and his J.D. cum laude in 1986 from the University of Wisconsin Law School.

Michael M. Beal is a practitioner with Beal, LLC in Columbia, S.C., and works primarily with dis-
tressed companies, committees and creditors in out-of-court restructurings, chapter 11 bankruptcy 
cases, and related litigation and transactional matters. He also enjoys mediating complex commercial 
and bankruptcy matters. Mr. Beal has led debtor restructuring engagements in manufacturing, distri-
bution and commercial real estate, as well as creditor engagements or creditors’ committee engage-
ments in hospitality, commercial real estate, health care and manufacturing, and has represented an 
indentured trustee in the chapter 9 restructuring of a toll road. He also has served as counsel to state 
and federal court receivers and bankruptcy trustees in numerous matters, including fraud cases. He 
is approved to serve as a Circuit Court Mediator by the South Carolina Board of Arbitration and 
Mediator Certification and has completed the ABI/St. John’s University School of Law 40-Hour 
Bankruptcy Mediation Training program. Prior to founding Beal, LLC, Mr. Beal led the bankruptcy 
practice at McNair Law Firm and clerked for Hon. J. Bratton Davis, Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge 
for the District of South Carolina. He received the Mega Company Turnaround of the Year Award by 
the Atlanta Chapter of the Turnaround Management Association in 2013-14, has been named in The 
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Best Lawyers in America from 2003-16 for Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency and 
Reorganization Law, Bet-the-Company Litigation, Litigation - Bankruptcy, “Lawyer of the Year,” 
Litigation: Bankruptcy – Columbia (2012), and “Lawyer of the Year,” Bankruptcy and Creditor-
Debtor Rights – Columbia (2010). He was also listed as a Legal Elite of the Midlands in Columbia 
Business Monthly in 2015 and in South Carolina Super Lawyers for Bankruptcy-Business from 2008-
16. Mr. Beal received his B.S. in 1981 from the College of Charleston and his J.D. in 1984 from the 
University of South Carolina.

Daniel F. Blanks is a partner and vice chair of the Bankruptcy and Financial Restructuring Practice 
Group of Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP in Jacksonville, Fla., where he focuses on bank-
ruptcy, financial restructuring, distressed-asset acquisitions, creditors’ rights, commercial workouts, 
consumer financial litigation and commercial litigation. He is experienced in representing corpo-
rate debtors, official and unofficial committees of creditors or equity-holders, asset-acquirers, plan 
administrators, liquidating trustees, secured lenders, creditors, and other stakeholders in a variety 
of business chapter 11 cases, as well as foreign trustees in chapter 15 proceedings. In addition, he 
has defended multiple defendants in class-action and single-plaintiff lawsuits brought under the Fair 
Debt Collection Practices Act, Fair Credit Reporting Act, Telephone Consumer Protection Act and 
comparable Florida state laws regarding consumers. Mr. Blanks is admitted to practice in Florida, 
New York and Virginia, and before the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the Fourth and Eleventh Circuits, 
and the U.S. District and Bankruptcy Courts for the Northern and Southern Districts of New York. 
A frequent writer and speaker, he was named in “Virginia Rising Stars” for Bankruptcy & Creditor/
Debtor Rights in Super Lawyers for 2008 and 2009, and was named to the “Top Forty Under 40” in 
the Hampton Roads Business Journal in 2008. Mr. Blanks received his B.A. in government from The 
College of William & Mary in 1996 and his J.D. cum laude in 2002 from the University of Richmond, 
where he served on the editorial board of the Richmond Journal of Law & Technology.

Joseph A. Bledsoe, III is the chapter 13 trustee for the Greenville, New Bern, Fayetteville and Wilm-
ington Divisions of the Eastern District of North Carolina and is based in New Bern. Prior to his ap-
pointment in April 2014, he represented consumer debtors in bankruptcy for 20 years. Mr. Bledsoe 
is a frequent speaker before the Bankruptcy Section of the North Carolina Bar Association, a former 
member of the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys, and a current member of the 
National Association of Chapter 13 Trustees. His published articles include “Under § 1329, the ‘Dis-
posable Income Test’ Applies in a Post-Confirmation Plan Modification – Doesn’t It?”(Newsletter 
of the NACTT Academy, March 23, 2015, reprinted March 30, 2015), and “The Theory of Harris” 
(NACTT Quarterly, Vol. 27, No. 4, July/August/September 2015). Mr. Bledsoe received his B.A. cum 
laude from North Carolina State University in 1989 and his J.D. in 1992 from the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Sarah Beckett Boehm is an attorney at McGuireWoods LLP in Richmond, Va., and her practice 
focuses on representing corporate debtors, lenders and creditors in a variety of business chapter 11 
cases, including US Airways, Circuit City, AMF Bowling, Patriot Coal and Alpha Natural Resources. 
She also has experience representing creditors in matters involving mortgage, servicing and loss miti-
gation, and chapter 5 causes of action. Prior to joining McGuireWoods LLP, Ms. Boehm clerked for 
Chief Judge Douglas O. Tice, Jr. and Hon. Blackwell N. Shelley, both of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court 
for the Eastern District of Virginia. She received her B.A. in 1995 from Miami University and her 



2017 SOUTHEAST BANKRUPTCY WORKSHOP

1550

J.D. cum laude from the University of Richmond School of Law, where she was a senior notes and 
comments editor.

Edward C. Boltz is a member of the Law Offices of John T. Orcutt, P.C. in Durham, N.C., and has 
managed the firm’s Durham office since 1998. He represents clients in chapter 13 and 7 bankruptcies, 
as well as in related consumer rights litigation, including fighting abusive mortgage practices. He is 
a member of the North Carolina State Bar, where he has been certified as a specialist in consumer 
bankruptcy law, and he is admitted to practice before the U.S. Districts Courts in both the Eastern 
and Middle Districts of North Carolina. Mr. Boltz served as president of the National Association of 
Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys (NACBA) from 2013-16 and previously served as its secretary, and 
he has been jointly responsible for directing the NACBA State Chair program. He is also a member 
of its board of directors and co-chair of its Legislative Committee. In addition, he serves on the Bank-
ruptcy Council for the North Carolina Bar Association and previously served as the bankruptcy chair 
for the North Carolina Association of Trial Lawyers. Mr. Boltz is a frequent speaker on bankruptcy 
issues at both national and local seminars, including at NACBA conventions and workshops, past 
NCLC workshops and the North Carolina Bankruptcy Institute. In April 2008, he testified on behalf 
of NACBA in Congress regarding the need for changes to the Bankruptcy Code to protect National 
Guards and Reservists from the harsh results of the means test, enacted as the National Guard and 
Reservists Debt Relief Act. Mr. Boltz received his B.A. from Washington University in St. Louis in 
1993 and his J.D. from George Washington University in 1996.

David K. Bowsher serves as partner in charge of Adams and Reese LLP’s Birmingham, Ala., office. 
His practice focuses principally on corporate and transactional matters, including those involving 
troubled companies, and on bankruptcy and corporate restructuring issues. He also spends time in the 
firm’s D.C. office on governmental-relations matters. Mr. Bowsher came to Adams and Reese from 
the U.S. Department of Commerce, where he served as acting general counsel and deputy general 
counsel. During that time, he advised senior U.S. government officials on a wide variety of issues, 
including providing financial assistance to distressed industries (e.g., the automotive and steel in-
dustries), foreign direct investment, congressional oversight and investigations, coastal development 
litigation (particularly oil- and gas-related development), export control licensing and enforcement, 
and internet governance. He also co-led U.S. engagement with the People’s Republic of China on 
transparency in government as part of the Strategic Economic Dialogue and led U.S. participation 
in the U.S.-China Legal Exchange as part of the Joint Commission on Commerce and Trade. In ad-
dition, he clerked for Hon. William H. Yohn, Jr. of the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of 
Pennsylvania. Mr. Bowsher received his B.A. in English and American literature (with honors) and 
economics from Brown University in 1995. After teaching English at the Culver Academies in Cul-
ver, Ind., he received his J.D. cum laude in 1999 from Duke University School of Law, where he was 
an articles editor for the Duke Law Journal and was elected to the Order of the Coif.

Christine E. Brimm is a partner with Barton Brimm, PA in Murrells Inlet, S.C., and has been certi-
fied as a Specialist in Bankruptcy and Debtor-Creditor Law by the South Carolina Supreme Court. 
She represents chapter 11 debtors and chapter 11 and 7 trustees, as well as creditors in a wide range 
of commercial and consumer bankruptcy matters. Her practice is state-wide, and she regularly ap-
pears in all three bankruptcy bourts in the District of South Carolina. Ms. Brimm began her career in 
defense litigation and draws on her early experience in civil litigation frequently in her bankruptcy 
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practice, where a large part of her practice involves representing chapter 7 trustees in various adver-
sary proceedings and contested matters. She is actively involved in the South Carolina Bankruptcy 
Law Association, having chaired or otherwise helped plan the annual seminar every year since 2013. 
She currently serves on the Board of the South Carolina Bankruptcy Law Association, and has served 
on ABI’s Southeast Bankruptcy Workshop Advisory Board since 2015. Ms. Brimm received her J.D. 
from the University of South Carolina School of Law in 1994.

Matthew R. Brooks is a senior associate at Troutman Sanders, LLP in Atlanta and a member of its 
financial restructuring and insolvency practice group. His diverse practice includes the representation 
of every major constituency in complex bankruptcy cases and out-of-court restructurings, as well as 
in non-bankruptcy matters that involve insolvency issues. He also routinely represents clients from a 
wide range of industries in state and federal courts around the country in the prosecution and defense 
of complex commercial claims. Mr. Brooks received his B.S. magna cum laude from Appalachian 
State University in 2004 his J.D. cum laude from Mercer University School of Law in 2008.

Beverly M. Burden has served as the chapter 13 trustee for the Eastern District of Kentucky in Lex-
ington since 1999. She previously clerked for Hon. Joe Lee, and prior to that was an assistant attorney 
general for the Commonwealth of Kentucky, concentrating on consumer fraud litigation. Ms. Burden 
has served on the faculty of the annual meeting of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, the 
annual convention of the National Association of Chapter Thirteen Trustees (NACTT), the Midwest 
Regional Bankruptcy Seminar, the Judge Joe Lee Biennial Bankruptcy Institute, the UK Biennial 
Consumer Bankruptcy Law Conference, and numerous other regional and local CLE programs. She 
serves on the board of directors of the NACTT Academy for Consumer Bankruptcy Education and 
is a regular contributor to www.considerchapter13.org. Ms. Burden was the 1997 recipient of the 
Kentucky Bar Association’s Justice Thomas B. Spain Award for Outstanding Service in Continuing 
Legal Education and in 2017 was inducted as a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy. She 
received her J.D. from the University of Kentucky College of Law and holds a B.B.A. in accounting.

John B. Butler, III is a practitioner with John B. Butler III P.A. in Columbia, S.C., and special-
izes exclusively in the representation of creditors, trustees and defendants in business and consumer 
bankruptcy matters. He served as a chapter 13 trustee for 15 years before resigning to focus solely on 
representing creditors in bankruptcy cases. Mr. Butler is a former law clerk and was an adjunct pro-
fessor of bankruptcy at the University of South Carolina School of Law. He is a nationally published 
bankruptcy author with articles appearing in the Westlaw Bankruptcy Journal, American Bankruptcy 
Law Journal, Commercial Law Journal and South Carolina Law Review. Mr. Butler authored The 
Bankruptcy Handbook, a two volume bankruptcy treatise published by Knowles Publishing, and he is 
often requested to speak at local and regional events. He was certified by the South Carolina Supreme 
Court as a Bankruptcy Specialist and served on its Bankruptcy Specialization Committee, which 
he chaired. Since 1981, he has been exclusively involved in all aspects of bankruptcy representing 
clients ranging from the New York Times to small community banks. Mr. Butler is AV-Rated by Mar-
tindale-Hubbell and was listed in The Best Lawyers in America from 2008-17. He also was Lawyer 
of the Year - Litigation-Bankruptcy 2014 Columbia and was listed in Super Lawyers for 2008, 2009 
and 2013-17. Mr. Butler received his B.A. magna cum laude in 1978 from the University of South 
Carolina in 1978 and his J.D. from the University of South Carolina School of Law in 1981.



2017 SOUTHEAST BANKRUPTCY WORKSHOP

1552

Nicholas K. Campbell, CIRA, CDBV is a managing partner with Meru, LLC in Atlanta, where he 
specializes in identifying and addressing operational and organizational issues for distressed compa-
nies across a variety of industries. Previously, he was a senior director with Alvarez & Marsal North 
American Corporate Restructuring Practice for more than 10 years. Mr. Campbell is member of the 
board of directors for the Turnaround Management Association (TMA) and a member of the Associa-
tion of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors (AIRA). He received his B.S. and M.B.A. from the 
University of Georgia.

Rudy J. Cerone is a member of McGlinchey Stafford PLLC in New Orleans and a former chair and 
president of the American Board of Certification. A frequent lecturer on both business and complex 
consumer bankruptcy issues for more than 20 years, he also served as on ABI’s Executive Commit-
tee as Secretary, co-chaired ABI’s Bankruptcy Litigation Committee from 2005-06 and chaired its 
Hospitality, Entertainment Venues and Gaming Subcommittee from 2001-05. Mr. Cerone serves as 
a commissioner on the ABI Commission on Consumer Bankruptcy (2017–present) and as a co-chair 
of its Caribbean Insolvency Symposium (2015–present). He also is former chair, president and board 
member of the American Board of Certification. Mr. Cerone currently is a member of the State Bar 
of California, the Louisiana State Bar Association (for which he chaired its Consumer Protection 
and Bankruptcy Section from 1994-97), the Bankruptcy Law Advisory Commission of the Board 
of Legal Specialization, the Bar Association of the Federal Fifth Circuit and the American Bar As-
sociation. An author and lecturer on both business and complex consumer bankruptcy issues, he is 
Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification (1993) and by 
the Louisiana Board of Legal Specialization (1997), and is also a Fellow of the American College of 
Bankruptcy. Mr. Cerone received his B.A. summa cum laude from the University of California at San 
Diego and his J.D. cum laude from Boston College Law School, where he was a member of the Order 
of the Coif and received a “Best Law Review Editor” award as executive editor of the Boston College 
International & Comparative Law Review.

Hon. Edward J. Coleman, III is a U.S. Bankruptcy Court Judge in the Southern District of Georgia 
in Savannah. Prior to his appointment, he was in private practice in Augusta, Ga., for 31 years with 
the firm of Surrett & Coleman, P.A., where he concentrated his practice in domestic relations, insur-
ance defense, criminal defense and bankruptcy, with an emphasis on creditor and trustee representa-
tion. He also served as a chapter 7 panel trustee in the Southern District of Georgia from 1994-13.  
is admitted to practice in Georgia and before the U.S. District Court for the Southern and Middle 
Districts of Georgia, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit and the U.S. Supreme Court. 
Judge Coleman served on the Executive Committee of the Family Law Section of the State Bar of 
Georgia from 2003-10 and chaired that Section from 2008-09. He also was active in the Augusta Bar 
Association, serving as its president in 2013. Judge Coleman received his B.B.A. in 1979 from Emo-
ry University, where he majored in accounting, and his J.D. in 1982 from the University of Georgia, 
where he served as a member of the Moot Court Executive Board.

J. Patrick Darby is executive vice president, general counsel and corporate secretary of HealthSouth 
Corp. in Birmingham, Ala. Before joining HealthSouth in 2016, he was a bankruptcy lawyer at Brad-
ley Arant Boult Cummings and an adjunct professor at the Cumberland School of Law. He has repre-
sented debtors in chapters 11 and 9 and out-of-court restructurings, and secured lenders, bondholders, 
construction companies, buyers of distressed assets, trade vendors and preference/fraudulent-transfer 
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defendants. Mr. Darby’s significant health care cases include filing two chapter 11s for Carraway 
Methodist Hospital, restructuring Cooper Green Mercy Hospital in the Jefferson County chapter 9 
case, representing the buyers of hospitals and other health care properties in several chapter 11 and 
chapter 9 cases, and representing debtors and lenders in various assisted living, skilled nursing facili-
ty and other health care cases. He also was part of the defense team in the AseraCare False Claims Act 
case. Mr. Darby is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy. While in practice, he was listed 
in Chambers USA, The Best Lawyers in America and Alabama Super Lawyers. Mr. Darby received 
his undergraduate degree from Dartmouth College and his J.D. magna cum laude from Washington 
& Lee School of Law, where he was editor in chief of its law review. He subsequently clerked on the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit.

Melissa J. Davey is a member of Stites & Harbison, PLLC in Atlanta and practices in its Creditors’ 
Rights and Bankruptcy Service Group. Her practice focuses on representing institutional lenders and 
other creditors with respect to troubled loans in bankruptcy, workouts and commercial litigation. She 
also regularly defends servicers and lenders in consumer and mortgage-related litigation related to 
foreclosure and consumer-protection statutes such as FCRA, FDCPA, TILA, TCPA and RESPA. Ms. 
Davey serves as the current co-chair of the Georgia Network of the International Women’s Insolvency 
and Restructuring Confederation and is a former president of the Metro Atlanta Consumer Bankrupt-
cy Attorney Group. She also is a board member at large for the Bankruptcy Section of the Atlanta Bar 
Association, and she serves on the Bench and Bar Committee for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the 
Northern District of Georgia, for which she previously served as chair. Ms. Davey serves on the advi-
sory board for ABI’s Southeast Bankruptcy Workshop and is also a barrister in the W. Homer Drake, 
Jr. Georgia Bankruptcy American Inn of Court. She received her B.A. in political science and French 
magna cum laude with honors, and her J.D. from the Emory University School of Law in 2003. Dur-
ing her junior year of undergrad, she studied at the Sorbonne and the Institut Catholique in Paris.

Hon. Mary Grace Diehl is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Georgia in Atlanta, 
appointed in February 2004. Prior to taking the bench, she was a partner in the litigation section 
of Troutman Sanders LLP and chaired its Bankruptcy Practice Group. During her years in private 
practice, she was consistently named in The Best Lawyers in America and Chambers US: America’s 
Leading Business Lawyers. Judge Diehl is the immediate past president of the National Conference 
of Bankruptcy Judges, and serves on the Boards of Directors of ABI and the Turnaround Management 
Association. She is also a Fellow and vice president of the American College of Bankruptcy and a 
former president of the Southeastern Bankruptcy Law Institute. Judge Diehl received the Woman of 
the Year in Restructuring Award in 2008 from IWIRC (International Women in Restructuring Confed-
eration) and is a regular speaker at CLE programs. She served as a trustee of Canisius College from 
2008-14 and has been an adjunct professor of law at Emory Law School. Judge Diehl received her 
B.A. summa cum laude from Canisius College in Buffalo, N.Y., and her J.D. cum laude from Harvard 
Law School.

Alex J. Dolhancyk is a practitioner with The Dolhancyk Law Firm, P.C. in Jonesboro, Ga., and has 
more than 27 years of experience inconsumer bankruptcy cases. He is the current Georgia state chair 
for the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys (NACBA), is Board Certified in 
Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification, holds an LL.M. in international 
business law from Emory University School of Law, and is a Chapter 13 Committee member of 
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the ABI Commission on Consumer Bankruptcy. Mr. Dolhancyk has numerous reported bankruptcy 
cases, including Whaley v. Tennyson, 611 F.3d 873, (11th Cir. 2010), where he argued on behalf of 
the debtor. He is also a member/advisor on the Bench and Bar Committee for the Bankruptcy Court 
in the Northern District of Georgia. Mr. Dolhancyk is admitted to practice before the U.S. Supreme 
Court, in the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the Sixth and Eleventh Circuits, and in Georgia, Tennessee 
and New York. He received his B.A. from the University of Tennessee and his J.D. from the Univer-
sity of Memphis.

Jeffrey R. Dutson is a senior associate in the Financial Restructuring Practice Group in King & 
Spalding’s Atlanta office, where he represents a broad range of clients in complex financial restruc-
turing and insolvency matters. He has represented debtors, secured lenders and other investors in a 
variety of chapter 11 bankruptcy cases and large commercial workouts. Mr. Dutson frequently repre-
sents institutional senior-secured lenders in syndicated credit facilities, with particular experience in 
the health care, energy, transportation, manufacturing and media industries. He has been selected as 
a “Rising Star” for Financial Restructuring in IFLR 1000’s Financial & Corporate guide. Mr. Dutson 
is a member of ABI and the Turnaround Management Association, and he frequently speaks and has 
published a variety of articles on restructuring and insolvency issues. He is a Fellow of the American 
College of Investment Counsel, and he serves as the southern reporter for the college’s Private Notes 
newsletter. Mr. Dutson has served on the board for the NextGen Turnaround Management Associa-
tion in Atlanta, and has served as a member of the Associates Committee and a member of the Hir-
ing Committee for the firm’s Atlanta office. He received his B.A. cum laude from the University of 
Georgia and his J.D. with honors from the University of Chicago.

Robert F. Elgidely is an attorney with Genovese Joblove & Battista, P.A. in Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., and 
regularly represents clients in connection with bankruptcy, construction, ERISA/employee benefits, 
federal taxation and real estate disputes in Florida and New York. For the past six years, his practice 
has primarily been devoted to the representation of chapter 7 trustees in bankruptcy cases stem-
ming from mass fraud. Mr. Elgidely represented the chapter 11 trustee of Rothstein Rosenfeldt & 
Adler, P.A., a law firm that had collapsed following the revelation of its principal’s $1.2 billion Ponzi 
scheme; this resulted in a 100 percent distribution to the victim-creditors of Rothstein’s fraud. He 
has also served as U.S. special counsel to the chapter 7 trustee of the Ulrich Engler bankruptcy case, 
involving a $350 million international Ponzi scheme, in which significant recoveries were obtained 
on behalf of the 7,000 victim-creditors, and he represents the chapter 7 trustee of the Frank Mongel-
luzzi bankruptcy case, which stemmed from an alleged massive check-kiting scheme. Mr. Elgidely is 
a board member for the PACE Center for Girls Broward and a mentor to law students at Nova South-
eastern University Shepard Broad College of Law. He is also an active member of the American Bar 
Association, the Federal Bar Association, the Bankruptcy Bar Association for the Southern District 
of Florida and the Broward County Bar Association. Selected as a “Top Lawyer” by South Florida 
Legal Guide, Mr. Elgidely also served in the U.S. Army National Guard and the U.S. Army Reserve 
from 1989-93, having completed Basic Combat Training in April 1989 at Fort Leonard Wood, Mo., 
and advanced individual training as a medic at Fort Sam Houston, Texas, in August 1990. He received 
his B.A. from Siena College in 1993, his J.D. in 1996 from Nova Southeastern University Shepard 
Broad College of Law and his LL.M. in taxation in 1997 from the University of Miami School of 
Law.
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T. Mills Fleming chairs HunterMaclean’s health care practice group in Savannah, Ga. His practice 
concentrates on the general representation of health care systems, specialized regulatory support to 
health care entities, and specialized projects involving compliance planning, distressed hospital bank-
ruptcy workouts, physician contracting, qui tam/FCA investigations, health care industry restructur-
ing, physician contracting, tax-exempt entities and intermediate sanctions, reimbursement, fraud and 
abuse, managed care, and health care policy. He also assists clients with compliance self-assessments 
and remedial actions, hospital board governance, Stark Law compliance assessments, and the devel-
opment of multi-provider joint ventures. Mr. Fleming is a past president of the Georgia Academy 
of Healthcare Attorneys and a member of the American Health Lawyers Association, as well as the 
Health Law Section of the State Bar of Georgia. He is widely published in a number of health care-
related journals and speaks regularly on related topics. In 2016, the State Bar of Georgia and the Chief 
Justice’s Commission on Professionalism awarded Mr. Fleming with the Justice Robert Benham 
Award for Community Service. He has received additional recognition by Chambers USA, The Best 
Lawyers in America and Georgia Trend Magazine’s “Legal Elite,” and he is AV-Rated bu Martindale-
Hubble. Mr. Fleming received both his undergraduate degree and J.D. from the University of Florida. 

Curt S. Friedberg is a shareholder with GGG Partners, LLC in Atlanta and has experience in opera-
tions, finance, technology, sales and marketing to guide and advise businesses of all sizes, including 
publicly traded companies, privately held businesses, startups and nonprofit organizations. He has 
held numerous positions as an owner, employee or interim executive working with companies to 
effect change, and has had years of direct, hands-on work in investment banking, venture capital, 
software application development, supply-chain management, financial analysis, strategic consulting 
and fundraising, to name a few areas. Over the last six years, Mr. Friedberg has been entrenched in 
the transportation and logistics industry, in which he has engaged in more than 60 different engage-
ments, helping companies large and small work through their financial, operational, technical and 
sales issues. He serves in a variety of interim executive positions on behalf of GGG clients, such as 
CEO, COO, CFO, CTO, CIO, CRO, director of reorganization, board of advisors, board of directors, 
financial advisor and business consultant. Mr. Friedberg has successfully turned around distressed 
businesses, negotiated forbearances with lenders, renegotiated leases with landlords, executed settle-
ments with vendors and suppliers, increased sales, sold businesses, raised capital, integrated informa-
tion systems, and provided growth plans for numerous companies. He has consulted with hundreds of 
companies across various industries, including health care, transportation, automotive, financial ser-
vices, manufacturing, petroleum, pharmaceutical, real estate, retail, technology, telecommunications 
and utilities, among others. Mr. Friedberg received his B.B.A. magna cum laude from The Wharton 
School at the University of Pennsylvania and attended a commerce and engineering co-op program 
aat Drexel University.

Robert C. Furr is a partner with Furr & Cohen, P.A. in Boca Raton, Fla., and serves as a panel trustee 
for the U.S. Department of Justice in the Southern District of Florida. He is regularly appointed as a 
chapter 11 trustee and has been designated as the chapter 12 trustee in the Southern District. Mr. Furr 
has represented numerous businesses in chapter 7 liquidations and in chapter 11 reorganizations, as 
well as individuals in complex chapter 7 and chapter 11 proceedings. He lectures frequently on issues 
of bankruptcy, creditors’ rights and remedies before national organizations. Mr. Furr served as editor 
of NABTalk from 2000-05 and sat on NABT’s board of directors from 2000-11, serving as president 
during the 2008-09 term. He is currently serving as secretary on the board of the American Board of 
Certification. Mr. Furr is a contributor to the ABI Journal and is admitted to practice law in Georgia 
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and Florida and in all federal courts in Florida and the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals. In 1983, 
Mr. Furr became a Board Certified Civil Trial Lawyer by the Florida Bar, and in 1994 he received an 
AV rating by Martindale-Hubbell. He is listed in The Best Lawyers in America and in Florida Super 
Lawyers and is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy. Mr. Furr received his J.D. from 
Emory University in 1975.

Edward T. Gavin, CTP is a managing director and founding partner of Gavin/Solmonese LLC in 
Wilmington, Del., where he leads the firm’s Corporate Recovery Practice and specializes in com-
plex bankruptcy matters, representing debtors and creditors as financial advisor, asset-sale advisor, 
Chief restructuring officer or in other responsible party roles. In addition, he is frequently appointed 
liquidating trustee, litigation trustee or plan administrator over post-confirmation liquidating trusts. 
Mr. Gavin is an expert on rapid § 363 asset-sale processes and other matters pertinent to creditor 
representations, SPM gifts and the evaluation of claims against insiders. His engagements have in-
cluded responsibilities as bankruptcy and nonbankruptcy financial advisor to debtors and creditors’ 
committees, bankruptcy and nonbankruptcy interim management appointments, business viability 
assessments, mergers and acquisitions, business integrations and strategic sales, corporate strategy 
and policy development and implementation, e-commerce and marketing strategy development, pro-
cess re-engineering, and enterprise resource planning (ERP) system implementation and assessment. 
His roles have also included regulatory affairs management positions in FDA-regulated organiza-
tions, including the leadership of process re-engineering to remediate violations of FDA regulations. 
Mr. Gavin is ABI’s Vice President-Development, co-chaired ABI’s Financial Advisors & Investment 
Banking Committee from 2010-12 and is a former co-chair and education director of ABI’s Ethics 
and Professional Compensation Committee. He is a 30th Anniversary Circle contributor to ABI’s 
Endowment Fund and co-chaired ABI’s Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Workshop from 2009-14. He also 
served on ABI’s Civility Task Force and National Ethics Standards Task Force, and led that group’s 
Committee Solicitation Protocols Subcommittee. A contributing editor for the ABI Journal’s “Last 
In Line” and “Financial Statements” columns, Mr. Gavin also writes the “Turnaround Tactics” blog 
for Forbes and has written extensively for such publications as The Journal of Corporate Renewal, 
Business Credit Magazine, Credit & Collections Risk Magazine, ABF Journal, ABL Advisor and the 
Daily Bankruptcy Review, among others. A member of the Association of Certified Turnaround Pro-
fessionals and the Turnaround Management Association, and an associate member of the Association 
of Certified Fraud Examiners, he attended the University of the Arts in Philadelphia, studying music 
theory and education.

Craig M. Geno is a member of the Law Offices of Craig M. Geno, PLLC in Ridgeland, Miss., where 
his practice consists of representing secured and unsecured creditors, unsecured creditors’ commit-
tees, chapter 11 debtors in possession and bankruptcy trustees in chapter 7 and 11 cases. He was pre-
viously a partner at Harris Jernigan & Geno, PLLC. Mr. Geno is a member of the American, Missis-
sippi and Federal Bar Associations and the Mississippi Bankruptcy Conference. He is also a member 
of ABI, the Business Bankruptcy Subcommittee of the Section of Business Law of the American Bar 
Association, and the Turnaround Management Association. Mr. Geno is a Fellow in the American 
College of Bankruptcy. He is certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certi-
fication and served on its board of directors for eight years. Mr. Geno served as the Mississippi State 
Bar special counsel for the Committee on Character and Fitness from 1984-87 and was a committee 
member from 1987-2013. He has served as a trustee in chapter 11 cases. In addition, Mr. Geno is a 
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frequent writer and lecturer on various bankruptcy topics. He received his liberal arts and law degrees 
from the University of Mississippi, where he served on the Moot Court Board.

David E. Gordon is a partner with Dentons US LLP in Atlanta, where he concentrates his practice on 
business bankruptcy with a particular focus on health care industry restructuring. He has experience 
with private equity, REITs, hospitals, health care systems, assisted living facilities, purchasers of dis-
tressed assets, secured and unsecured creditors, committees and other parties-in-interest in chapter 11 
reorganization proceedings throughout the U.S. He also has significant nonbankruptcy transactional 
and litigation experience in both state and federal courts. Mr. Gordon regularly represents lenders in 
all areas of creditors’ rights litigation. His transactional experience includes representing purchas-
ers in § 363 sales and representing various parties in problem loan workouts, bridge loans and other 
financings, forbearance agreements, and other distressed transactions. Mr. Gordon is currently an ad-
junct professor of law at the Emory University School of Law, where he teaches an upper-level course 
in complex chapter 11 restructurings. He received his B.A. in 2003 from Georgetown University and 
his J.D. with honors in 2006 from Emory University School of Law.

Neil C. Gordon is a partner in the Atlanta office of Arnall Golden Gregory LLP. He previously served 
for two years as a law clerk in Atlanta for U.S. District Court Judge Robert L. Vining, Jr. followed 
by 35 years in private practice, with the last 32 years being exclusively in the areas of bankruptcy, 
business reorganization, fraud investigations and creditors’ rights. Mr. Gordon represents trustees 
and receivers throughout the country, including in Delaware litigation that recently settled for ap-
proximately $40 million. He chaired the Bankruptcy Law Section of the Atlanta Bar Association from 
1992-93, has been a panel trustee since 1994, and also serves as a SEC receiver. Mr. Gordon was first 
elected to the board of the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees in 2000. He has held every 
office including president (2011-12) and for eight years chaired its Amicus Committee. Mr. Gordon 
has authored or co-authored more than 70 scholarly articles and book chapters on bankruptcy law 
related topics and has made over 100 seminar presentations throughout the country. A Lifetime Mem-
ber of ABI, he served for three years ending in April 2015 as co-chair of its Legislation Committee. 
He is a member of the NABT President’s Circle, a Master of the Bench in the W. Homer Drake, Jr., 
Georgia Bankruptcy American Inns of Court, and a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy. 
Mr. Gordon received his B.B.A. with a focus on real estate and urban land studies in 1976 from the 
University of Florida and his J.D. in 1979 from the University of Georgia School of Law.

Isley M. Gostin is a counsel at WilmerHale in Washington, D.C., where she represents clients in all 
stages of complex litigation and bankruptcy proceedings, including trial and appeals. Her appellate 
experience on issues of bankruptcy law includes representing parties in the U.S. Supreme Court and 
the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the First, Third, Fifth and Eleventh Circuits and amicus curiae in the 
Supreme Court and federal courts of appeals. Before joining WilmerHale in 2011, Ms. Gostin was a 
law clerk for Hon. Robert E. Gerber of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of New 
York. She received her B.A. cum laude from Harvard College and her J.D. cum laude from Harvard 
Law School.

James S. Hadfield is a managing director at Guggenheim Securities, LLC in Atlanta, where his 
team’s practice focuses on debt placement, distressed transactions and restructuring advisory for 
middle-market companies. He has spent his career in credit and restructuring, with similar roles at 
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Cerberus Capital Management and Houlihan Lokey. An active member of various professional ser-
vices organizations, Mr. Hadfield currently serves on chapter and advisory boards for the Turnaround 
Management Association and ABI, respectively.

A. Lee Hogewood, III is a partner in the Raleigh, N.C., office of K&L Gates LLP and concentrates his 
practice on complex commercial litigation, with an emphasis on representing creditors in litigation, 
bankruptcy and insolvency proceedings. He litigates in all North Carolina state and federal courts, 
including bankruptcy court, and handles a wide variety of business disputes including commercial 
and corporate contract disputes, real estate disputes and matters involving fraud, misrepresentation, 
and unfair and deceptive trade practices. He also has significant experience defending commercial 
and consumer lenders in litigation in federal, state and bankruptcy court in a wide variety of lender-
liability actions. Mr. Hogewood maintains an active appellate practice successfully representing cli-
ents before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit, the North Carolina Supreme Court, and 
North Carolina Court of Appeals. In addition, he regularly advises clients regarding the resolution 
of financial disputes through consensual out-of-court restructurings and also represents purchasers 
of assets in § 363 sales. Mr. Hogewood chaired the North Carolina Bar Association’s Bankruptcy 
Section from 2009-10 and continues to be active in it. He received his A.B. cum laude in 1987 from 
Harvard College and his J.D. cum laude in 1990 from Wake Forest University, where he served as a 
managing editor of the Wake Forest Law Review.

Hon. Kevin R. Huennekens was appointed as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of 
Virginia in Richmond on Sept. 11, 2006. Prior to his appointment, Judge Huennekens was a partner 
with the firm of Kutak Rock LLP. He also served as a panel trustee for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court 
for the Eastern District of Virginia (1988-2006) and is co-editor of the Virginia CLE publication 
Bankruptcy Practice in Virginia (2012). Judge Huennekens is a Fellow of the American College of 
Bankruptcy and a member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and ABI. He was also 
recognized in Who’s Who Legal USA in Insolvency and Restructuring and The International Who’s 
Who of Insolvency and Restructuring in 2006, and was listed in The Best Lawyers in America from 
1995-2006. Judge Huennekens was an adjunct professor of law at the College of William & Mary 
Marshall Wythe School of Law from 1993-96, and he successfully argued the case of Patterson v. 
Shumate, 405 U.S. 253, 112 S. Ct. 2242 (1992), before the U.S. Supreme Court. He is a planning 
committee member of the annual Mid-Atlantic Institute on Bankruptcy and Reorganization Practice 
and has also been a speaker at Virginia CLE courses on basic and advanced bankruptcy. He is also 
a co-editor of the Virginia CLE Publication, Bankruptcy Practice in Virginia (2017). Judge Huen-
nekens received his B.A. from the College of William & Mary and his J.D. from the Marshall-Wythe 
School of Law at the College of William & Mary, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif 
and its law review.

James R. Irving is a partner at Bingham Greenebaum Doll LLP in Louisville, Ky., where he fo-
cuses his practice on bankruptcy matters and creditors’ rights, as well as commercial litigation. He 
has experience representing debtors, creditors, committees, trustees, buyers of distressed assets, and 
creditors in chapter 11 and chapter 7 bankruptcy cases, and he has handled matters for clients in such 
industries as health care, energy, manufacturing and retail. He has also practiced commercial litiga-
tion with a broad range of experience in state and federal courts and before the American Arbitration 
Association. Mr. Irving received the Chicago Bar Association’s Exceptional Young Lawyer Award in 
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2013. His experience with matters of juvenile justice through his pro bono work has led to opportuni-
ties to teach CLEs and edit publications on the subject for the American Bar Association. Mr. Irving 
is admitted to practice in Illinois and Kentucky, as before the U.S. District Courts for the Eastern and 
Western Districts of Kentucky, the Northern and Southern Districts of Indiana, the Northern District 
of Illinois, and the Western Districts of Michigan and Wisconsin. He is a member of ABI and the Il-
linois and American Bar Associations. Mr. Irving received his B.A. in 2005 in history and political 
science from Williams College and his J.D. in 2008 from Vanderbilt University Law School.

John F. Isbell is a partner in the Business Restructuring, Creditors’ Rights & Bankruptcy practice 
group of Thompson Hine and is based in the firm’s Atlanta office. He concentrates his practice in the 
areas of bankruptcy and insolvency law, including insolvency-related commercial litigation in both 
state and federal courts. Mr. Isbell represents secured lenders, debtors/borrowers, official commit-
tees of unsecured creditors, landlords, and other parties in interest in relation to, among other things, 
bankruptcy cases, receivership litigation, workouts, restructurings and state court foreclosures and 
confirmation proceedings. He frequently lectures on bankruptcy and commercial litigation topics 
before bar and trade groups, as well as continuing legal education programs. Mr. Isbell is a member 
of the State Bar of Georgia, Alabama State Bar, American Bar Association, ABI, Atlanta Bar Associa-
tion, Turnaround Management Association, and the Southeastern Bankruptcy Law Institute’s board 
of directors. He is listed in The Best Lawyers in America for 2017, in Georgia Super Lawyers for 
2014-17, as a “Rising Star” in Georgia Super Lawyers magazine from 2012-13, in Georgia Trend’s 
2012 Legal Elite and in Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers. Mr. Isbell received his B.A. in 
1996 from the University of the South and his J.D. summa cum laude in 2000 from the University of 
Alabama Law School.

Jay C. Jacquin, CIRA is a managing director with Guggenheim Securities, LLC in Atlanta and 
has more than 18 years of investment banking experience, focusing on middle-market merger and 
acquisition, financing, and restructuring advisory services. He is experienced in a wide variety of 
corporate finance transactions, including restructurings, reorganizations, exclusive sale mandates, 
acquisitions, debt and equity financings, leveraged buyouts, fairness opinions, business valuations 
and intangible-asset valuations. Over the course of his career, Mr. Jacquin has completed in excess of 
80 transactions totaling more than $5 billion in enterprise value. He has worked with clients across a 
diverse range of industries, including telecommunications, housing, energy, transportation, plastics, 
sporting equipment, restaurants, health care, retail, software, manufacturing, paper and packaging, 
and amusement. Most recently, Mr. Jacquin was a director with Morgan Joseph TriArtisan LLC in its 
Recapitalization & Restructuring Group. Before joining Morgan Joseph, he was a senior director with 
Alvarez & Marsal Corporate Finance, and before that, he spent eight years in the Corporate Finance 
and Restructuring practices of Houlihan Lokey Howard & Zukin, where he was most recently a vice 
president.  While at Houlihan Lokey, he was primarily responsible for engagement management and 
personnel development. Mr. Jacquin is a FINRA General Securities Registered Representative (Se-
ries 7, 63, 79), and in 2012, he was recognized in the M&A Advisor as a “Top 40 Under 40” advisor 
for his achievements in the M&A, Financing, and Turnaround industry. He received his bachelor’s 
degree in commerce, with concentrations in finance and marketing, from the McIntire School of 
Commerce at the University of Virginia.
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Henry J. Jaffe is a partner in the Corporate Restructuring and Bankruptcy Practice Group of Pepper 
Hamilton LLP in its Wilmington, Del., office. He represents clients in bankruptcy matters, including 
debtors, trustees and creditors’ committees, as well as secured, unsecured and administrative claim-
ants. Mr. Jaffe has represented members of creditors’ committees in several high-profile bankruptcy 
cases and has served as national bankruptcy counsel for major manufacturers and retailers in various 
industries. He has defended and prosecuted scores of avoidance actions in jurisdictions throughout 
the country and assisted creditors on a broad range of insolvency issues, including the assumption and 
renegotiation of complex executory contracts and leases. Mr. Jaffe has served as counsel for receivers 
in federal and state receivership actions. Since 2016, he has been recognized as a leading Delaware 
bankruptcy practitioner by Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for Business. Mr. Jaffe is a 
nationally recognized author and lecturer on bankruptcy topics. Since 2003, he has authored or co-
authored the article under § 547 of the Bankruptcy Code (preferences) for Norton’s Annual Survey 
of Bankruptcy Law and was a co-author for the ABI’s recent publication Representing the Creditors’ 
Committee: A Guide for Practitioners. He has also written and lectured extensively on the bankruptcy 
case of General Motors and has published feature articles in Law 360. Mr. Jaffe received his B.A. 
from Columbia University in 1986 and his J.D. from the University of Pennsylvania Law School in 
1991.

Hon. Clifton R. Jessup is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Alabama in Decatur, 
appointed on March 2, 2015. He was formerly a principal shareholder in the Dallas office of the inter-
national law firm of Greenburg Traurig, LLP where he concentrated his practice in business reorgani-
zation and bankruptcy. During his more than 35 years of bankruptcy-related practice before taking the 
bench, Judge Jessup represented secured creditors, unsecured creditors, committees, equity-holders, 
debtors and trustees in federal bankruptcy cases in more than 37 states and Puerto Rico. He also 
represented purchasers of assets in bankruptcy cases, and served as examiner and mediator in many 
cases. Judge Jessup received his J.D. in 1978 from the University of Michigan.

Hon. Benjamin A. Kahn is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Middle District of North Carolina in 
Greensboro, sworn in on Feb. 3, 2014. Prior to his appointment, he was a member of Nexsen Pruet 
PLLC and clerked for Bankruptcy Judge Jerry G. Tart of the Middle District of North Carolina. Judge 
Kahn was recognized as among the Top 10 North Carolina Super Lawyers across all practice areas for 
the two years immediately preceding his appointment, was elected to the Legal Elite Hall of Fame by 
Business North Carolina Magazine in 2014 as a result of being the category winner in North Caro-
lina for bankruptcy, and was included among Band 1 bankruptcy practitioners in North Carolina in 
Chambers & Partners USA. He is certified as a specialist in business and consumer bankruptcy law 
by the North Carolina State Bar Board of Legal Specialization and by the American Board of Certifi-
cation, for which he served as a member of its board of directors until his appointment to the bench. 
Judge Kahn is a conferee of the National Bankruptcy Conference and an inactive certified mediator 
with the State of North Carolina Dispute Resolution Commission. He received his B.A. in political 
science and history in 1990, and his J.D. with honors in 1993, from the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill.

Charles N. Kelley, Jr. is an attorney with Kelley & Clements LLP in Gainesville, Ga., where he 
focuses his practice on insolvency issues, representing individuals and small business debtors and 
creditors in cases under chapters 7, 11, 12 and 13, as well as in state law receiverships and out-of-
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court debt restructurings. He is a member of the board of directors of the Southeastern Bankruptcy 
Law institute, the Bench and Bar Committee for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District 
of Georgia and ABI. Mr. Kelley is admitted to practice law in Georgia and before the U.S. District 
Courts for the Northern and Middle Districts of Georgia and Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals. He 
received his Bachelor’s degree in industrial engineering from the Georgia Institute of Technology 
in 1989 and his J.D. cum laude from Georgia State University College of Law, where he served as 
managing editor of the Georgia State University Law Review.

Salene Rae Mazur Kraemer, CTP is an attorney in the Southpointe, Pa., office of Bowles Rice LLP, 
where she focuses her practice on creditors’ rights and bankruptcy law, business and corporate trans-
actions, financial services litigation and commercial and banking law. Over the course of her career, 
she has worked on complex, multimillion dollar matters including corporate and commercial bank-
ruptcy work for creditors, and has provided counsel on issues relating to tax modifications, business 
formation, financing and general corporate matters for small to large companies. Ms. Kraemer was 
named a “Rising Star” in the fields of Business Law and Bankruptcy by West Virginia Super Law-
yers and has served as a panelist for various conferences, including ABI’s Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy 
Workshop. She received her B.A. in political science magna cum laude and her M.B.A. magna cum 
laude from West Virginia University, and her J.D. from Villanova University School of Law, where 
she was a judicial extern for Hon. Joseph McGlynn of the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District 
of Pennsylvania.

Prof. Angela K. Littwin studies bankruptcy, consumer, and commercial law from an empirical per-
spective at the University of Texas School of Law in Austin. Her current research includes studying 
the attitudes towards bankruptcy among consumers being sued by debt collectors, as well as the 
relationship between consumer credit and domestic violence (DV). Prof. Littwin has published in 
journals such as the University of Pennsylvania Law Review, the California Law Review and the 
American Bankruptcy Law Journal. She has recently published article about the Consumer Finan-
cial Protection Bureau’s complaints process and supervision program, as well as on how consumer 
bankruptcy attorneys adapted to the Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act. 
Prof. Littwin has been a principal investigator for a number of empirical projects and is currently in-
terviewing DV victims about coerced debt, which occurs when the batterer in an abusive relationship 
uses fraud or coercion to generate debt in the name of the victim. She also helped develolp a coerced 
debt survey conducted by the National Domestic Violence Hotline. Previously, Prof. Littwin was a 
principal investigator on the 2007 Consumer Bankruptcy Project, which has been the leading study of 
consumer bankruptcy for the past 35 years. She has also conducted a study on low-income women’s 
use of credit cards. Prof. Littwin received her undergraduate degree from Brown University and her 
J.D. from Harvard Law School in 2002. After law school, she clerked for Hon. Rosemary Barkett 
of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit and founded ROAD (Reaching Out About De-
pression), a community-organizing project for low-income women. Prior to her appointment at the 
University of Texas School of Law, she was a Climenko Fellow and Lecturer on Law at Harvard Law 
School. She joined the UT faculty in 2008.

Luis M. Lluberas is a member in the Bankruptcy & Financial Restructuring practice group of Moore 
& Van Allen PLLC in Charlotte, N.C., where his practice encompasses a broad range of financial 
services matters, with a focus on the resolution of troubled credits. He is a member of the firm’s 
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Diversity Committee and is the chair of the firm’s Lawyers of Color affinity group. Mr. Lluberas is 
experienced in representing key stakeholders in connection with all aspects of financial restructuring 
matters in a variety of industries, including commercial real estate, energy, health care, manufactur-
ing, retail, technology and transportation. He routinely represents financial institutions in both lender 
and agent capacities, in syndicated credit facilities and in other secured lending transactions. His 
out-of-court experience includes workouts, debt-to-equity swaps and secured party sales, and his 
in-court experience includes large corporate chapter 11 bankruptcy proceedings, receiverships, and 
foreclosure actions. He has also represented financial institutions in the preparation of intercreditor 
agreements, creditors in the defense of avoidance actions, and investors in connection with the de-
velopment of commercial real estate. In 2015, Mr. Lluberas received the Turnaround Management 
Association’s Turnaround of the Year: Small Company award for his work as counsel to the receiver 
in the Bost Distributing Co. matter. Since 2014, he has been recognized annually as a “Rising Star” 
in bankruptcy as published by North Carolina Super Lawyers magazine. He received his B.A. with 
highest distinction and his J.D. with honors from The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Cynthia J. Lowery is a member of Moore & Van Allen PLLC’s management committee and co-
leader of its Bankruptcy and Financial Restructuring team in Charleston, S.C., and brings nearly 30 
years of experience to her practice area. She is a frequent speaker on creditors’ rights and is a bank-
ruptcy specialist certified by the State of South Carolina. Mr. Lowery handles clients in all areas of 
collections and creditors’ rights, including bankruptcy, restructurings, foreclosures and execution of 
judgments. A frequent speaker, she provides in-house training to creditors, educating various busi-
nesses on the proper and most efficient means for collections, including their rights and remedies in 
bankruptcy. Ms. Lowery has worked closely with credit unions for more than 25 years. In 1993, she 
was appointed to the U.S. Panel of Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Trustees for the State of South Carolina, 
resigning in 2000 to devote more time to creditor representation. Ms. Lowery is a past chair of The 
Supreme Court of South Carolina Commission’s Bankruptcy and Debtor-Creditor Law Specializa-
tion Advisory Board. She is licensed in both South Carolina and North Carolina courts. Ms. Lowery 
received her B.S. in 1983 from the College of Charleston and her J.D. in 1988 from Wake Forest 
University.

Daniel E. Melchi is a partner with Lueder, Larkin & Hunter, LLC in Alpharetta, Ga., and is the lead 
attorney for the firm’s Bankruptcy Division, where he represents creditors. Previously, he was with 
the U.S. Small Business Administration’s Disaster Assistance Office in Atlanta, then became an assis-
tant solicitor general for Fulton County, conducting criminal prosecution trials and assisting victims. 
He also participated as a prosecutor for the Treatment Diversion Court, a court to assist defendants 
with mental health problems. Mr. Melchi practices mainly in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the 
Northern District of Georgia, but he is also admitted to practice in the Middle and Southern Districts 
of Georgia, the Northern District of Florida, the Southern District of Indiana and the District of Colo-
rado. In addition, he is licensed to practice in New York, and before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Eleventh Circuit and the U.S. Supreme Court. Mr. Melchi is a member of the Forsyth County Bar As-
sociation, the Metro Atlanta Consumer Bankruptcy Attorney Group (MACBAG) and the Community 
Association Institute of Georgia (CAI). He received a B.A. in 2001 in political science and a B.A. 
in communications/advertising, and his J.D. in 2004 from Georgia State University College of Law, 
during which time he interned for Congressman John Lewis and participated in an externship with the 
Office of the Fulton County Solicitor General.
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Jennifer M. Meyerowitz is a managing director of business development with GCG, LLC in Lake 
Success, N.Y., and leads the company’s restructuring business development efforts. She has 15 years 
of experience in bankruptcy, restructuring and settlement administration as an attorney, consultant 
and company leader. Ms. Meyerowitz is responsible for creating and executing the company’s long-
term growth strategy, as well as providing a seamless and tailored experience for GCG’s clients. Be-
fore she joined GCG, she spent eight years in business-development leadership roles, most recently 
serving as the vice president of business development for a chapter 7 trustee legal technology start-
up, where she managed the sales team and served as the liaison between clients and operations. Prior 
to that, she was a vice president for a global legal technology and services company, with responsibil-
ity for development, legal consulting and strategic communications, compliance and logistics, and 
case-management functions for the company’s bankruptcy and restructuring settlement services. Ms. 
Meyerowitz began her career as a practicing attorney at Alston & Bird LLP, where she represented 
debtors, secured and unsecured creditors, creditors’ committees and trustees in complex workouts, 
debt restructurings, commercial litigation and chapter 11 bankruptcy proceedings for nearly 10 years. 
She received her B.A. from the University of Michigan and her J.D. from Emory University School 
of Law, where she was executive notes and comments editor for the Emory Bankruptcy Developments 
Journal.

Jimmy D. Parrish is a partner in the Orlando, Fla., office of BakerHostetler in its Bankruptcy, Re-
structuring and Creditors’ Rights group and is experienced in a broad range of insolvency and busi-
ness bankruptcy matters. He is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy by the American Board of 
Certification and has represented corporate debtors, committees, trustees, secured lenders and other 
creditors in virtually every industry, including agriculture, airline, health care, manufacturing, com-
munications, real estate, hospitality and energy. Mr. Parrish is admitted to practice in Alabama and 
Florida and before U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit, as well as the U.S. District Courts 
for the Northern, Southern and Middle Districts of Florida. He has been recognized for his expertise 
in Bankruptcy/Restructuring in current and past editions of Chambers USA, The Best Lawyers in 
America, Florida Trend Legal Elite and Florida Super Lawyers. Mr. Parrish received his B.A. in 
1997 from the University of Alabama and his J.D. in 2000 from the University of Alabama School 
of Law.

Edward J. Peterson, III is a shareholder with Stichter, Riedel, Blain & Postler, P.A. in Tampa, 
Fla., where he specializes in the representation of debtors and creditors in out-of-court workouts, 
bankruptcy cases and proceedings, and state court proceedings. He also has experience representing 
creditor committees. Mr. Peterson has represented both assignors and assignees in assignments for 
the benefit of creditors. He also serves as conflicts counsel in the Butler & Hosch assignment cases. 
Previously, Mr. Peterson served as debtor’s counsel in the chapter 11 case of Viper Ventures, LLC, 
which owns 30 acres of commercial land in Tampa. The debtor was able to restructure approximately 
$17 million in debt to Wells Fargo Bank through a plan of reorganization. Mr. Peterson also was lead 
debtor’s counsel in the chapter 11 case of Boyd Brothers, Inc., a printing company in Panama City, 
Fla., that employs approximately 110 employees, and was lead counsel for several shopping centers 
that filed for chapter 11 protection. Moreover, Mr. Peterson served as lead counsel in the chapter 11 
case of South Bay Lube, which owns 23 Jiffy Lube stores and employs over 200 employees. He was 
co-lead counsel in the chapter 11 case of Taylor, Bean & Whitaker Mortgage Corp. that was filed in 
Jacksonville, Fla., with approximately $1 billion in assets and liabilities, and served as co-counsel in 
the chapter 11 case filed by Ocala Funding, LLC, a subsidiary of Taylor Bean that had approximately 
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$3 billion in liabilities and $1 billion in assets. Mr. Peterson received his B.A. in economics in 1995 
from Kenyon College and his J.D. magna cum laude in 1999 from the University of Alabama, where 
he was a member of the Order of the Coif.

Jeffrey M. Pomeroy is executive vice president and general counsel of Bayer Properties, L.L.C., a 
Birmingham, Ala.-based developer, owner and operator of premium lifestyle, mixed-use, office and 
power center projects throughout the country. He joined Bayer in 2003 as vice president and assis-
tant general counsel, then was named general counsel in 2011 and executive vice president in 2013. 
Mr. Pomeroy serves on the company’s Executive Committee and directs all legal, risk-management 
and lease-administration activities for Bayer and the company’s real estate portfolio. Prior to joining 
Bayer Properties, he was in private practice with the law firm of Sirote & Permutt, P.C. in Birming-
ham, where he was a member of the firm’s Business and Financial Services practice group. He was 
also previously in-house counsel for AmSouth Bank and AmSouth Bancorporation. Mr. Pomeroy has 
been a panelist at ICSC’s annual Law Conference. He is a member of the Association of Corporate 
Counsel and a past president of the board of directors of the Alabama chapter. He is also a member of 
the American and Birmingham Bar Associations, and the International Council of Shopping Centers 
(ICSC). Mr. Pomeroy received his undergraduate degree from Birmingham-Southern College and his 
J.D. from Cumberland School of Law at Samford University.

Margaret W.S. Puccini is a partner in the Savannah, Ga., law firm of Bouhan Falligant LLP. Her 
practice areas include bankruptcy, creditors’ rights, construction and commercial litigation, mechan-
ics’ and materialmen’s liens, representation of condominium and homeowners’ associations, and 
landlord/tenant disputes. Ms. Puccini is a member of the State Bar of Georgia and the Savannah 
Bar Association. She is also a member of the Bankruptcy Law Section of the State Bar, ABI and the 
National Association of Women in Construction. She currently serves as the president of the Savan-
nah Bar Association and as a master in the W. Homer Drake, Jr., Georgia Bankruptcy American Inn 
of Court. She also serves on the Bankruptcy Lawyer Advisory Committee of the Bankruptcy Court 
of the Southern District of Georgia. Ms. Puccini has been recognized by Georgia Trend Magazine 
as “Legal Elite” in 2016 and 2017 and by Super Lawyers in 2017. She received her B.S. magna cum 
laude from Armstrong Atlantic State University and her J.D. from Mercer University School of Law.

Eric W. Roach is a staff attorney for Nancy J. Whaley, Standing Chapter 13 Trustee, in Atlanta. For 
more than 10 years, he has represented the chapter 13 trustee’s interests in the Northern District of 
Georgia. Previously, Mr. Roach represented debtors in bankruptcy and served as an officer of the 
Metro Atlanta Consumer Bankruptcy Attorney Group. He also served as a board member on the 
Bankruptcy Section for the Atlanta Bar Association. Mr. Roach received his B.A. in political science 
from Valdosta State University and his J.D. from the John Marshall School of Law.

Richard A. Robinson is the managing partner of Burr & Forman LLP’s Wilmington, Del., office and 
has more than 25 years of experience in counseling corporate clients in connection with chapter 11 
cases and insolvency matters. He represents lenders, borrowers, debtors-in-possession, liquidators, 
buyers, creditors, consultants, lessors, contractors, trustees and receivers in every aspect of business 
bankruptcy and insolvency law, including the negotiation, structuring and documentation of complex 
commercial loans and related transactions, as well as in out-of-court workouts and related restructur-
ings. He also litigates and provides clients with advice in connection with the structuring of complex 
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lending and other commercial transactions. Mr. Robinson has experience in numerous industries, 
including health care, food, real estate development, music, construction, gaming, heavy manufactur-
ing and distribution. He is a frequent media source and speaker on issues related to bankruptcy and 
insolvency matters. Previously, Mr. Robinson practiced for more than nine years as a partner in the 
Delaware office of Reed Smith and for more than 12 years at BakerHostetler in Orlando, Fla. He is 
a member of the American Bar Association, ABI, Turnaround Management Association and Com-
mercial Finance Association, and he has been listed in Chambers USA for Bankruptcy/Restructuring 
from 2011-17. Mr. Robinson received his B.A. from Binghamton University, State University of New 
York, Harpur College in 1987 and his J.D. in 1990 from Vanderbilt University School of Law.

Joseph Rodgers is a managing director and Southeast Region Group Head at Monroe Capital LLC 
in Atlanta, where he focuses on credit solutions for lower-middle-market companies. Previously, he 
was a managing director and group head of Capital Advisory at KPMG Corporate Finance LLC and 
a managing director at Cerberus Capital Management, L.P., as well as a director at Cratos Capital and 
a senior vice president with CIT/Business Capital. Mr. Rodgers has 23 years of experience in various 
corporate finance roles spanning across investment banking, consulting and lending. He received his 
B.S. in finance from the University of Florida.

Ashley S. Rusher is a practitioner with Blanco Tackabery & Matamoros, P.A. in Winston-Salem, 
N.C., where she serves on the firm’s Management Committee and chairs both the Business Bankrupt-
cy and Creditor’s Rights Practice Group and the Outside General Counsel Services Practice Group. 
She has a regional bankruptcy practice representing financial institutions, trade creditors, adversary 
proceeding defendants, bankruptcy trustees, landlords and tenants, creditors’ committees and chapter 
11 debtors-in-possession in the workout and restructuring of distressed debt. Ms. Rusher provides an 
array of creditors’ rights services to clients including problem loan recovery, asset recovery and com-
mercial litigation. She also represents a number of the largest title companies operating in North Car-
olina on title curative matters, including actions to quiet title, reformation and imposition of equitable 
liens. Ms. Rusher has been recognized in The Best Lawyers in America in the areas of Bankruptcy and 
Litigation, and in Legal Elite (Women in Business Award), Triad Business Journal (Women Extraor-
dinaire Award) and Business Leader Magazine. Ranked AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell for 
more than 10 years, she currently chairs the Bankruptcy Section of the North Carolina Bar Associa-
tion and is admitted to practice in North Carolina and Georgia. Ms. Rusher received her B.A. in 1984 
and her J.D. in 1987 from the University of Kentucky.

Jay M. Sakalo is the practice group leader of the Business Finance & Restructuring Group at Bilzin 
Sumberg Baena Price & Axelrod, LLP in Miami and represents a broad array of constituents in the 
restructuring and bankruptcy arena in matters around the country. In particular, he frequently repre-
sents secured lenders and private-equity funds in distressed out-of-court restructurings and chapter 
11 cases. Mr. Sakalo has significant experience representing official and ad hoc creditor committees, 
including in the W.R. Grace and U.S. Gypsum chapter 11 cases. His representations have spanned 
across many industries, including real estate, health care, aviation and gaming. Mr. Sakalo is a fre-
quent speaker on restructuring and bankruptcy topics. He received his J.D. from the University of 
Florida College of Law.
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J. Ellsworth Summers, Jr. is a shareholder with Burr & Forman LLP in Jacksonville, Fla., where 
he practices in the areas of bankruptcy, creditors’ rights and commercial litigation. He is admitted to 
practice in the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals and the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals, and the 
state and federal courts in the State of Florida and the Commonwealth of Virginia. Prior to joining 
Burr & Forman LLP, Mr. Summers was a partner with the Jacksonville-based law firm of Rogers 
Towers, P.A. where he led the firm’s bankruptcy group. After law school, he clerked for Hon. Stephen 
C. St. John, Chief United States Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Virginia. Mr. Summers 
is a member of ABI, the Florida Bar Association, the Virginia Bar Association and the Jacksonville 
Bankruptcy Bar Association. He has appeared before state and federal courts in 14 states, the Fourth 
Circuit Court of Appeals and the Supreme Court of Virginia. Mr. Summers is AV-rated by Martindale-
Hubbell and has routinely been named to the Florida Super Lawyers, Florida Legal Elite, Florida 
Best Lawyers and Jacksonville’s Best Lawyers lists. He received his B.A. cum laude from Hampden-
Sydney College and his J.D. cum laude from Stetson University College of Law, where he was a 
member of the Stetson Law Review.

M. Regina Thomas was appointed clerk of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District of 
Georgia in Atlanta on Sept. 1, 2009. Previously, she was a managing attorney for the Bankruptcy 
Group at the law firm of McCalla Raymer, LLC in Atlanta and served as Assistant U.S. Trustee for 
the Southern District of Florida for three years. She also served as the standing chapter 13 trustee for 
the Northern District of Georgia for almost 12 years, during which time she administered the largest 
chapter 13 caseload in the country. Ms. Thomas is president of the National Conference of Bank-
ruptcy Clerks and serves on numerous committees of the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts, in-
cluding the Budget and Finance Advisory Council (as chair), Bankruptcy Clerks Advisory Group and 
Bankruptcy Best Practices Working Group. She was president of the National Association of Chapter 
13 Trustees for 2000-01 and chaired its annual educational seminar in New York City in 1999. Ms. 
Thomas received her J.D. from the University of Florida in 1985.

Scott P. Vaughn is the managing partner of McGuireWoods LLP’s Charlotte, N.C., office and pri-
marily represents financial institutions in corporate restructuring, refinancing and all phases of bank-
ruptcy proceedings. He has lectured on bankruptcy law and creditors rights issues for the North 
Carolina Bar Association, the Mecklenburg County Bar, and numerous banking and finance trade 
groups. Mr. Vaughn is a member of the Bankruptcy Section of the North Carolina Bar Association 
and is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell. He has been named “Lawyer of the Year” for Bankruptcy 
and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law in Charlotte in The Best Lawyers in 
America for 2017, listed in America’s Leading Lawyers for Business for Bankruptcy/Restructuring 
in North Carolina and in Chambers USA from 2008-17, and was listed as a “North Carolina Super 
Lawyer” for Bankruptcy & Creditor/Debtor Rights and Banking in Super Lawyers from 2007-16. Mr. 
Vaughn received his B.S. in 1983 from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and his J.D. 
with honors in 1986 from the University of North Carolina School of Law.

Ilana Volkov is a member in Cole Schotz P.C.’s Bankruptcy and Corporate Restructuring Depart-
ment in Hackensack, N.J., and has more than 25 years of experience representing debtors, unsecured 
creditors’ committees, pre-petition and DIP lenders, purchasers of assets, commercial landlords and 
other contract parties, shareholders, and other parties-in-interest in all aspects of complex business re-
organizations, distressed M&A transactions and related litigation. She also has extensive experience 
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in cross-border insolvency proceedings. Ms. Volkov is a frequent speaker on restructuring topics, 
including cross-border insolvencies and the intersection between bankruptcy and maritime law. She 
is a member of the New Jersey State Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Law Section), ABI, the American 
Bar Association’s Business Law and International Law Sections, the International Women’s Insol-
vency and Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC) and the New York City Bar Association’s Com-
mittee on Bankruptcy and Corporate Reorganization. Ms. Volkov founded the IWIRC-NJ Network 
in 2004, was a member of its board of directors, and served on the international board of IWIRC for 
many years. For her work, she received the 2016 IWIRC-NJ Network Woman of the Year Award. Ms. 
Volkov received her B.A. from Columbia University and her J.D. from the University of California 
at Los Angeles School of Law, during which time she interned for Hon. Calvin K. Ashland, then-U.S. 
Bankruptcy Judge for the Central District of California and a member of the Bankruptcy Appellate 
Panel for the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit.

Hon. John E. Waites is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of South Carolina in Columbia, 
appointed on June 27, 1994, and served as chief judge from March 1, 2006 until March 1, 2013. He 
presently serves on the Executive Committee for the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges 
(NCBJ) as secretary, and he previously served as co-chair of its Legislative Committee and as a mem-
ber of the NCBJ Board of Governors from 2010-14, as well as various committees, including Public 
Outreach. On March 15, 2017, Judge Waites was elected president-elect beginning in October 2017, 
and he will become president of NCBJ in October 2018. On Oct. 1, 2013, he was appointed by the 
Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court to serve on the Judicial Conference Committee on the Ad-
ministration of the Bankruptcy System, a post to which he was reappointed in 2016. He also served 
as a member and chairman of the Bankruptcy Judges Advisory Group for the Administrative Office 
of the U.S. Courts from 2008-13. Judge Waites has served as a member of the Access to Justice Com-
mission of the South Carolina Supreme Court since 2006. In 2016, he was appointed as a member 
of the South Carolina Bar’s Pro Bono Board, having previously served on its Pro Bono Committee. 
Judge Waites has been awarded several honors, including receiving the Legal Services Corporation’s 
Pro Bono Award and the South Carolina Bar’s pro bono award for his efforts to ensure equal access 
to justice for South Carolina citizens. In addition, he has been presented with the J. Bratton Davis 
Professionalism Award, the highest honor of the South Carolina Bankruptcy Law Association, and 
the U.S. District Court Judge Matthew J. Perry, Jr. Civility Award from the Richland County Bar As-
sociation. Judge Waites received his undergraduate degree from Davidson College and his J.D. from 
the University of South Carolina.

Christopher A. Ward co-chairs Polsinelli PC’s Bankruptcy & Financial Restructuring Practice 
and is a managing shareholder of the firm’s Wilmington, Del., office, where he represents the 
firm’s Delaware clients and serves as Delaware legal counsel to out-of-state referring law firms, 
conflicts counsel, contingency fee/avoidance action counsel, and special counsel in various matters 
pending both nationally and in Delaware. He focuses his practice on corporate bankruptcy, financial 
restructuring, bankruptcy litigation and distressed-asset sales, as well as non-bankruptcy alternatives, 
and has represented numerous chapter 11 debtors and unsecured creditors’ committees. Mr. Ward is a 
member of ABI’s Board of Directors and Polsinelli’s board of directors. He has been recognized for 
excellence in Delaware Bankruptcy/Restructuring by Chambers USA since 2010, in Super Lawyers 
for Delaware Bankruptcy & Creditor Rights in 2012 and since 2014, and listed in The Best Lawyers 
in America for Bankruptcy/Restructuring in Delaware since 2015. Mr. Ward is a member of the 
Mid-Atlantic Endowment Committee, chair for the Arthur H.N. Schnelling Endowment Fund, and 
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editor and contributor to the app version of Polsinelli’s The Devil’s Dictionary of Bankruptcy Terms, 
which is available for free on iTunes. He co-authored ABI’s The Chief Restructuring Officer’s Guide 
to Bankruptcy and is currently co-writing A Business Creditors’ Guide to Bankruptcy and Debt 
Collection, to be published by ABI. Mr. Ward received his B.A. from Moravian College in 1995 and 
his J.D. cum laude from Widener University School of Law in 1999.

Nancy J. Whaley is an attorney and a chapter 12 and 13 trustee for the Northern District of Georgia 
in Atlanta, where she oversees 39 employees and operates a trust of over $75 million. She is a Fellow 
of the American College of Bankruptcy and chairs ABI’s Southeast Bankruptcy Workshop Advisory 
Board. Ms. Whaley is a member of the Northern District of Georgia Bankruptcy Court’s Bench and 
Bar Committee and is a barrister for the W. Homer Drake, Jr. Georgia Bankruptcy American Inn of 
Court. She is a past chair of the Atlanta Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Section and also of the State 
Bar of Georgia’s Bankruptcy Section. Ms. Whaley is a past president of the Georgia Association for 
Women Lawyers and its Foundation, and she has served on the Executive Committee of the State Bar 
of Georgia and is a member of its Board of Governors. She currently chairs State Bar Finance Com-
mittee. Ms. Whaley is an active member in the Association of Chapter 12 Trustees and the National 
Association of Chapter 13 Trustees and is their representative to the Advisory Committee on Bank-
ruptcy Rules. She taught as an adjunct professor at John Marshall Law School in Atlanta from 2002-
14 and retired from the Air Force Reserve in 2009 as a Lieutenant Colonel. Ms. Whaley received her 
B.A. cum laude from Eureka College, where she was a Ronald Reagan Scholar, and her J.D. from 
Emory Law School.

Hon. J. Craig Whitley is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of North Carolina in 
Charlotte, appointed in 1994. Prior to his appointment, Judge Whitley practiced almost exclusively in 
the bankruptcy area representing debtors, creditors and trustees. He also served as a chapter 7 trustee 
in the Western District of North Carolina. Judge Whitley received his B.A. from Davidson College in 
1981 and his J.D. from Wake Forest University School of Law in 1984.

Hon. Michael G. Williamson is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Middle District of Florida in 
Tampa, initially appointed as bankruptcy judge in March 2000 and as chief judge on Oct. 1, 2015. He 
is also an adjunct professor at Stetson University College of Law, where he teaches bankruptcy law, 
and he co-authored West’s Bankruptcy Law Manual. Judge Williamson served as a chapter 7 panel 
trustee from 1977-79 and represented numerous chapter 11 corporate debtors, creditors’ committees 
and trustees in bankruptcy cases throughout Florida for 20 years afterward. He is a past chair of the 
Committee on Creditors’ Rights for the Section of Litigation of the American Bar Association, past 
chair of the Business Law Section of the Florida Bar and its Bankruptcy/UCC Committee, and a 
Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy. Judge Williamson received his undergraduate under-
graduate degree from Duke University in 1973 and his J.D. from Georgetown University Law Center 
in 1976.

Melissa A. Youngman is the principal of Melissa A. Youngman, P.A., in Longwood, Fla., where she 
represents debtors, creditors and trustees in commercial and consumer bankruptcy cases, commercial 
litigation, and all types of insolvency proceedings. She is also a Supreme Court of Florida Certified 
Circuit Court Mediator, and is approved to mediate mortgage-modification mediations in bankruptcy 
cases pending the Middle District of Florida. A frequent speaker and presenter on bankruptcy law 
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issues, Ms. Youngman received her B.A. from the University of Florida and her J.D. from St. John’s 
University School of Law, during which time she served as an editor of the ABI Law Review and in-
terned for Hon. Joanna Seybert of the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of New York.


