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Hon. Kevin R. Anderson is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Utah in Salt Lake City, ap-
pointed on Sept. 4, 2015. Previously, he served for 17 years as the standing chapter 13 trustee for 
the District of Utah, administering more than 70,000 chapter 13 cases. Judge Anderson served as 
president of the National Association of Chapter 13 Trustees (NACTT), and he served on several 
national committees regarding chapter 13 legislation, rules, forms and policy. He has frequently 
written and presented on chapter 13 issues, including for the Norton Bankruptcy Law Advisor, the 
ABI Journal, the NACTT Quarterly and the NACTT Academy for Consumer Bankruptcy Education. 
He also is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy. Prior to his appointment as chapter 13 
trustee, Judge Anderson practiced for 13 years as a commercial litigator with an emphasis on civil 
fraud, real property, and representing chapter 11 and 7 trustees. He also clerked for Hon. David N. 
Naugle, U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Central District of California. Prior to law school, Judge An-
derson worked for two years as a data systems specialist testing military and commercial jet engines 
for General Electric. He received his J.D. cum laude from the J. Ruben Clark Law School at Brigham 
Young University.

J. Thomas Beckett is a shareholder with Parsons Behle & Latimer in Salt Lake City and heads the 
firm’s bankruptcy group. For more than 30 years, he has represented a diverse roster of clients in 
chapter 11 cases, notably, in the Yellowstone Mountain Club bankruptcy, as lead counsel to the credi-
tors’ committee, for which he obtained the equitable subordination of a $370 million secured loan to 
enable unsecured creditors to be paid first. Formerly an associate at Milbank in New York City, Mr. 
Beckett’s work experience also includes a year on the staff of the U.S. Senate Judiciary Subcommit-
tee on Constitutional Rights. He recently served as chairman of the board of directors of Clark Plan-
etarium and currently serves on the Utah Supreme Court’s Ethics and Discipline Committee. He has 
maintained a whitewater river guide’s license and wilderness first responder certification for 40 years. 
Mr. Beckett received his B.A. from Brown University in 1979 and his M.B.A. in finance from New 
York University Stern School of Business Administration in 1986. He also was trained as a mediator 
at the Harvard Law School’s Program on Negotiation.

Stephen E. Berken is a partner with Berken Cloyes, PC in Denver, where he focuses his practice on 
consumer bankruptcy law, debt workouts, asset protection and mechanic’s lien and trust fund statutes. 
He handles cases involving chapters 7 and 13, the defense and prosecution of bankruptcy adversary 
matters, and state court litigation involving the Colorado Mechanic’s Lien statute. Mr. Berken has 
lectured for various professional groups, and is a frequent guest on KHOW AM radio. For nearly 30 
years, he has lectured at many CLE seminars, including those sponsored by ABI and the Colorado 
Continuing Legal Education. Mr. Berken is a Board Certified in Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the 
American Board of Certification, and he has written several articles regarding representing consumer 
debtors in chapter 7 and 13 cases. He has prosecuted hundreds of motions, adversary cases and ap-
peals. Mr. Berken is the Colorado state chair for the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy 
Attorneys. He also is the founding member of the Colorado Consumer Bankruptcy Association and 
the founder of the Colorado Debtors’ Counsel Listserv, an Internet-based source of information for 
debtors’ counsel in the state of Colorado. The listserv is provided as a free service to counsel of the 
Debtors’ Bar. Mr. Berken is a group leader in NACBA’s Advocacy Committee, a post that will allow 
him inside access this next year to the legislature in Washington D.C., as he continues to fight for 
consumer bankruptcy legislation. He was named Bankruptcy Attorney of the Year by 5280 Magazine 
for 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017 and 2018, and was named in Super Lawyers from 2020-21. Mr. Berken 
is admitted to practice before the Colorado Supreme Court, the U.S. District Court for the District of 
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Colorado, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit and the U.S. Supreme Court. He received 
his B.A. cum laude in political science from the University of California in 1981 and his J.D. from 
the University of California, Hastings College of the Law in 1984.

Jeffrey S. Brinen is the managing partner of Kutner Brinen Dickey Riley, P.C.in Denver and has 
specialized in the practice of bankruptcy law since 1988, including debtor/creditor relationships, 
workouts, bankruptcy litigation and other insolvency issues. He represents corporations, limited li-
ability companies, partnerships and individuals with respect to chapter 11 reorganizations, out-of-
court workouts and chapter 7 liquidations. Mr. Brinen represents both debtors and creditors and has 
successfully guided many businesses and individuals through the chapter 11 bankruptcy process to 
plan confirmation. He has handled a wide spectrum of bankruptcy cases, including hotels, office 
buildings, shopping centers, land developments, cattle ranches, housing developments, construction 
companies, dental practices, law firms, manufacturing plants, various service industries, and oil and 
gas companies. He also has represented individuals from a variety of backgrounds, including real 
estate developers, business owners, doctors, dentists, lawyers, farmers and financial professionals. 
Mr. Brinen has testified as an expert witness on bankruptcy issues and has served as co-chair of the 
Bankruptcy Subsection of the Colorado Bar Association. He also has frequently lectured on bank-
ruptcy issues to attorneys and nonlegal professionals. Mr. Brinen received his bachelor’s degree from 
the University of Florida in 1980 Phi Beta Kappa, and his J.D. from George Washington University 
in 1984.

Lacey S. Bryan is an attorney with Markus Williams Young & Hunsicker LLC in Denver, where her 
practice is focused on complex bankruptcy litigation. She represents clients in all phases of insolven-
cy and restructuring, including debtors, creditors, and trustees in chapter 7 and 11 bankruptcies. Ms. 
Bryan previously clerked for Hon. Michael E. Romero of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District 
of Colorado and was the staff attorney for the Chapter 13 Trustee for the Northern District of Okla-
homa. She is a member of ABI and the International Women’s Insolvency and Restructuring Confed-
eration, Faculty of Federal Advocates, and the Colorado and Oklahoma Bar Associations. Ms. Bryan 
received her B.A. in 2009 from the University of North Texas and her J.D. with highest honors in 
2013 from the University of Tulsa, where she served on the executive board of the Tulsa Law Review.

Deborah R. Chandler is the president of Anderson & Karrenberg in Salt Lake City, a diverse com-
mercial and civil litigation practice. Since 2008, she has successfully represented individuals and 
companies in various complex matters, including commercial bankruptcy, contract interpretation, 
fraud, intellectual property, trademark infringement, employee covenants, securities, and real estate 
matters, shareholder/member disputes and guardianship proceedings. More recently, Ms. Chandler 
has represented court-appointed receivers charged with overseeing commercial receivership estates. 
She also has tort-litigation experience, both in district court and arbitration proceedings, defending 
care center facilities against wrongful death claims, and providing general insurance defense regard-
ing automobile and premises liability. Ms. Chandler is listed among Utah Business Magazine’s Utah 
Legal Elite: Up and Coming™ (2014) and Utah Legal Elite™ (2017-21). She received her B.S. cum 
laude in marketing and finance from the University of Utah in 2004 and her J.D. in 2008 from the 
University of Utah S.J. Quinney College of Law, where she received the CALI Award for highest 
grade in intellectual property and the College of Law Award for second-highest grade in corporate 
finance.



2023 ROCKY MOUNTAIN BANKRUPTCY CONFERENCE

816

Brent R. Cohen is a partner with Lewis Roca Rothgerber Christie LLP in Denver and a senior 
member of the firm’s Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights Practice Group. He is experienced in a wide 
variety of bankruptcy and insolvency matters throughout the U.S., and his practice includes the 
representation of debtors, creditors and trustees in bankruptcy and insolvency proceedings, as well 
as workouts and restructurings outside of court. Mr. Cohen regularly provides bankruptcy advice in 
conjunction with a variety of complex commercial transactions and has participated in some of the 
more significant bankruptcy litigation in the Rocky Mountain area. He has also had involvement in 
oil and gas, debtor/creditor and commercial litigation. Mr. Cohen is admitted to the Bars of Wyo-
ming and Colorado. He previously served on the board of directors of the Faculty of Federal Advo-
cates, which in 2004 presented him with the Donald C. Cordova Distinguished Service Award, and 
as co-chair of ABI’s Unsecured Trade Creditors Committee. Mr. Cohen has been listed in The Best 
Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law 
(2022), Chambers USA for Bankruptcy/Restructuring (2021), Colorado Super Lawyers for Bank-
ruptcy, Business Litigation (2006-20) and 5280 magazine’s “Top Lawyers” List (2020). He received 
his B.S. magna cum laude from the University of Colorado College of Business and Administration 
in 1978 and his J.D. in 1981 from the University of Colorado Law School.

Kathryn A. Coleman is a partner in Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP’s New York office. She has 
handled a wide range of chapter 11 representations and other high-stakes insolvency-related matters 
in her more than 30 years in practice, including dealing with “bet-the-company” litigation claims, 
representing acquirers in chapter 11 sale transactions, representing DIP lenders, and handling cross-
border insolvency matters, out-of-court restructurings and distressed investments. Ms. Coleman’s 
clients include individuals and companies defending trade secret theft and RICO lawsuits, publicly 
traded and privately held companies restructuring their financial affairs, traditional and nontradi-
tional secured lenders, unsecured creditors (both official committees and significant creditors for 
their own account), equityholders, potential acquirers, equity sponsors, and financial and strategic 
buyers. She also is experienced in advising management and boards of directors on corporate gover-
nance, fiduciary duty and D&O insurance matters. Ms. Coleman has advised clients on, and litigated 
at the trial and appellate levels, the significant legal issues inherent in modern restructuring and fi-
nance practice, including contested plan confirmations, prepackaged plans, credit bidding, exclusiv-
ity, debtor-in-possession financings, valuation, adequate protection of security interests, the ability 
to collaterally attack orders of the bankruptcy court and cash-collateral usage. She has experience 
litigating venue, remand, removal and stay issues, and has represented recovery trustees dealing with 
myriad post-confirmation issues and litigation. Ms. Coleman is a Fellow of the American College 
of Bankruptcy and served two terms on ABI’s Board of Directors, and she co-chairs ABI’s annual 
Complex Financial Restructuring Program. She was recently named a Law360 Bankruptcy MVP 
and a Notable Woman in Law by Crain’s New York Business. Ms. Coleman frequently speaks on 
bankruptcy law and distressed investing, participating in programs sponsored by the Practising Law 
Institute, ABI, the Turnaround Management Association, AIRA, The M&A Advisor, the New York 
City Bar Association and the American Bar Association. She also serves on the Steering Committee 
of the NYC Bankruptcy Assistance Project. Ms. Coleman graduated magna cum laude from Pomona 
College and received her J.D. from Boalt Hall School of Law (U.C. Berkeley), subsequently clerk-
ing for Hon. C. Martin Pence, U.S. District Judge for the District of Hawaii.

Hon. Daniel P. Collins is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Arizona in Phoenix, appointed 
on Jan. 18, 2013. He served as chief judge from 2014-18 and is presently a conflicts judge in the 
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Districts of Guam, Hawaii and Southern California. Previously, Judge Collins was a shareholder with 
the Collins, May, Potenza, Baran & Gillespie, P.C. in Phoenix, practicing primarily in the areas of 
bankruptcy, commercial litigation and commercial transactions. He is president of the National Con-
ference of Bankruptcy Judges, is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy, served on ABI’s 
Board of Directors, is on the board of the Phoenix Chapter of the Federal Bar Association and is a 
member of the University of Arizona Law School’s Board of Visitors. He also is a founding member 
of the Arizona Bankruptcy American Inn of Court. Judge Collins received both his B.S. in finance and 
accounting in 1980 and his J.D. in 1983 from the University of Arizona.

Matthew H. Connors, ASA, CPA, ABV, CFE is a managing member at Rocky Mountain Advisory, 
LLC in Salt Lake City and leads the firm’s business and intellectual property valuation practice. His 
expertise includes expert witness services in complex commercial litigation disputes and valuing 
equity securities in and outside of litigation disputes. Mr. Connors has testified in federal and state 
courts multiple times. He is an expert in calculating economic damages, business valuation, intellec-
tual property valuation, intangible asset valuation and damages related to such intangible assets. Mr. 
Connors has expertise in preparing and rebutting expert opinions in the above areas. His practice also 
includes the valuation of intangible assets, intellectual property and goodwill for purposes of post-
transaction financial reporting. Mr. Connors has experience investigating fraud schemes of various 
types and has spent significant time investigating alleged fraud schemes including Ponzi schemes, 
misappropriation of assets, Foreign Corrupt Practices Act investigations, and evaluating business 
solvency. He received a B.S. in accounting and a B.S. in information systems, both magna cum laude, 
and his M.B.A. from the University of Utah.

Mark D. Dennis, CPA, CFF is a partner with SL Biggs, A Division of SingerLewak LLP, in Denver 
and has public accounting experience providing tax consulting, compliance and preparation services 
to individuals, partnerships and corporate entities. He also has specialized experience in the areas of 
insolvency, bankruptcy and litigation support. Mr. Dennis is regularly retained by trustees, attorneys 
and debtors to handle the financial aspects of chapter 7, 11 and 13 bankruptcy estates. He assists 
with asset administration, the preparation of monthly operating reports, tax forecasting and prepara-
tion, chapter 11 debtor-in-possession reorganizations, and court-reporting compliance. Mr. Dennis’s 
experience in matters of forensic accounting and litigation support includes records reconstruction 
and tracing of funds to identify recoverable assets, including fraudulent and/or preferential convey-
ance transactions, liquidation and insolvency analyses, claims analysis and preparation of evidentiary 
schedules and reports. He has been admitted and has testified as an expert in the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court and has been appointed by the U.S. Department of Justice as a subchapter V trustee for Region 
19 (Colorado and Wyoming). Mr. Dennis is the former president of Dennis & Company, PC, which 
combined its practice with SLBiggs in June 2020. He is a member of the Colorado Society of CPAs, 
the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, ABI, the National Association of Bankruptcy 
Trustees and the Turnaround Management Association. Mr. Dennis received his B.A. in economics 
from Cornell University in 1992 and his M.B.A. from London Business School in 1999.

Stephanie J. Drew, CPA, CFE, CFF, CIRA is a partner with RubinBrown LLP’s Business Advi-
sory Services Group in Denver, where she concentrates her practice on the calculation of economic 
damages, forensic accounting investigations and bankruptcy matters. She has more than 20 years of 
varied public accounting experience, including taxation and consulting. Ms. Drew concentrates her 
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efforts on assisting counsel representing both plaintiffs and defendants in a variety of legal disputes. 
Her consulting experience includes the calculation of economic damages, forensic accounting, and 
bankruptcy. Ms. Drew serves as a testifying expert and provides services to counsel, receivers and 
trustees on a variety of legal disputes. She has experience in a variety of industries, including retail, 
health care, manufacturing, construction, real estate, energy, and financial and legal services. Ms. 
Drew is a member of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, Colorado Society of 
Certified Public Accountants, Association of Certified Fraud Examiners (ACFE), ABI and the Asso-
ciation of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors (AIRA), and she serves on the board of the Inter-
national Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC). She received her B.S.B.A. 
in accounting and information systems and her M.S. in taxation from the University of Colorado, 
Denver.

Gabriel Fried is the founder and CEO of Hilco Streambank, LLC in Needham, Mass. He began 
liquidating intangibles in 2000, when he was retained to dispose of his former employer’s digital and 
trademark assets. He pioneered the distressed brokerage of intangibles during his roles as liquidator, 
auctioneer, investor, buyer’s agent, expert witness and appraiser. As a freelance IP sales agent, Mr. 
Fried worked through a number of retail and manufacturing cases from 2000-07, when he launched 
Streambank in order to build a team. After four years of working most major insolvency cases in 
the U.S. with intellectual property assets, the Streambank team joined Hilco in 2011. Mr. Fried has 
worked on several hundred appraisals of intellectual property assets for lenders and regularly testi-
fies as an expert in cases involving disputes over intellectual property value, as well as sale process 
integrity. He received his B.A. with honors from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst and 
his M.S. in economics from the University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana, where he was a Ph.D. 
candidate.

Eric J. Fromme is a trial attorney with Pacheco & Neach, PC in Costa Mesa, Calif., and has more 
than 20 years’ experience in complex bankruptcy and business litigation matters. His spent several 
decades in some of America’s top law firms, such as Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher and the New York 
city office of Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP. Mr. Fromme continues to maintain a national practice 
and has served as lead debtor’s counsel in chapter 11 cases pending in bankruptcy courts, and as 
lead counsel in commercial litigation cases in state and federal courts across the U.S. He has handled 
a wide range of litigation and chapter 11 representations and other high-stakes insolvency-related 
matters, including “bet-the-company” litigation involving trade secret, RICO, fraud, business torts, 
fiduciary duties, corporate governance, chapter 11 restructurings for U.S. and non-U.S. companies, 
cross-border insolvency matters, out-of-court restructurings, real and personal property foreclosures, 
corporate acquisitions and investments. His clients include business owners, officers and directors of 
mid-market and publicly traded companies, high-net-worth individuals, chapter 11 debtors, special 
committees of boards of directors, equity sponsors, traditional and nontraditional secured lenders, 
and financial and strategic buyers. Mr. Fromme is a member of ABI’s Board of Directors. He re-
ceived his B.A. in philosophy from University of California, Berkeley and his J.D. cum laude from 
Santa Clara University School of Law.

Adam M. Goodman is a standing chapter 13 trustee for the Districts of Colorado and Wyoming in 
Denver. He was appointed in Colorado on Oct. 1, 2017, and in Wyoming on Oct. 1, 2018. From Jan. 
1, 2003, to Sep. 30, 2017, he was a standing chapter 13 trustee for the Northern District of Georgia. 
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Mr. Goodman is a member of the State Bar of Georgia and The Florida Bar. He began his legal ca-
reer representing consumer and business debtors in Tampa, Fla., then migrated to representing lend-
ing institutions and mortgage-holders in foreclosure and bankruptcy matters throughout the State 
of Florida. Mr. Goodman continued his creditors’ rights practice in bankruptcy and problem loan 
workouts on a nationwide basis with a law firm in Atlanta. Prior to his appointment, he served as a 
staff attorney for a chapter 13 trustee. Mr. Goodman is a frequent speaker locally and nationally on 
chapter 13 topics and is a co-author of Thomson Reuters’ Chapter 13 Practice and Procedure. He 
received his B.S. in 1990 from Florida State University and his J.D. in 1993 from Southern Texas 
College of Law.

Prof. Brook E. Gotberg is a professor of law at Brigham Young University J. Reuben Clark Law 
School in Provo, Utah, where she teaches bankruptcy, contracts, secured transactions and other com-
mercial law subjects. She joined the university in 2020 and has since been named the 2022 recipient 
of the Francis R. Kirkham Professorship, which honors exceptional achievements in scholarship, 
teaching or citizenship. Prof. Gotberg’s scholarship focuses primarily on debtor and creditor rela-
tions, both in and out of bankruptcy. She recently presented on bankruptcy venue reform, avoidance 
actions, and the relationship between small businesses, the SBRA and COVID-19. Prior to joining 
the BYU faculty, she was an associate professor at the University of Missouri School of Law. Prof. 
Gotberg’s experience with commercial law stems from her time with Sullivan & Cromwell in Los 
Angeles, where she represented both debtors and creditors in a variety of cases from large antitrust 
suits to minor contract disputes. She also clerked for Hon. Milan D. Smith, Jr. on the Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals, and for Hon. Thomas B. Donovan in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Central 
District of California. Prof. Gotberg has been published in the ABI Law Review and is a 2019 ABI 
“40 Under 40” honoree. She received her B.A. magna cum laude in political science from Brigham 
Young University and her J.D. cum laude from Harvard Law School.

Brenton L. Gragg is an associate with Allen Vellone Wolf Helfrich & Factor P.C. in Denver, where 
he represents trustees, debtors and creditors in all aspects of chapters 7 and 11. He practices both 
transactional law and litigation, and he negotiates residential and commercial leases, purchase and 
sale agreements, employment and severance agreements, and mechanic’s liens and assignments. In 
addition, Mr. Gragg assists clients with corporate structuring and formation, documenting loans and 
private securities transactions. He frequently works with start-ups and marijuana companies as they 
navigate the legal landscape. Mr. Gragg’s litigation practice ranges from tenant evictions in county 
court to appeals in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit. He represents clients in individual 
actions, class actions, contentious business breakups, bankruptcy proceedings and arbitration before 
the American Arbitration Association, and he litigates mechanic’s liens in state court foreclosure ac-
tions and bankruptcy proceedings. Prior to entering law school, he worked as a recovery agent for a 
collections agency. Mr. Gragg received his B.A. in economics summa cum laude from Azusa Pacific 
University and his J.D. from the University of Colorado School of Law, where he won Best Draft 
and Best Oral Argument awards in transactional and moot court competitions.

Carson Heninger is an associate with Greenberg Traurig LLP in Salt Lake City, where he advises 
on complex finance, restructuring and bankruptcy issues, representing financial institutions, secured 
creditors, trustees, committees, and debtors on matters related to bankruptcy cases and out-of-court 
workouts. He focuses much of his practice on bankruptcy litigation matters and has experience in 
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receivership cases, including Ponzi schemes. Regularly appearing in court, Mr. Heninger has repre-
sented clients across a broad range of industries, including banking, mass tort, aviation, health care, 
energy, real estate, retail, restaurant and food services, and technology. He is a member of ABI’s 
Ethics and Professional Compensation Committee and the Turnaround Management Association’s 
Rocky Mountain Chapter, and he is a member of the Federal Bar Association, Utah Bankruptcy 
Law Section, Litigation Section of the Utah State Bar, Salt Lake County Bar, Utah State Bar Young 
Lawyers Division, California Lawyers Association, Litigation Section of the California Lawyers 
Association and California Young Lawyers Association. Mr. Heninger received his B.S. in 2016 
from Brigham Young University and his J.D. magna cum laude from Brigham Young University 
J. Reuben Clark Law School in 2019, where he was elected to the Order of the Coif and served as 
managing editor of submissions for the BYU Journal of Public Law.

Adam L. Hirsch is a partner at Davis Graham & Stubbs LLP in Denver, where he focuses his prac-
tice on representing clients across the U.S. in all aspects of bankruptcy, business restructuring and 
related transactions. He advises secured and unsecured lenders, DIP lenders, chapter 11 plan spon-
sors, acquirers of assets in § 363 asset sales, landlords and tenants, equipment lessors and lessees, 
IP licensors and licensees, and providers of various goods and services. He also represents clients 
in transactional matters involving financially distressed parties and chapter 11 debtors. Mr. Hirsch 
has experience in representing companies in varied economic conditions, and offers an in-depth 
understanding of commercial creditor and debtor rights under the Bankruptcy Code. He is admitted 
to practice in Colorado and New York, as well as before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Tenth 
Circuit and the U.S. District Courts for the District of Colorado, the Southern and Eastern Districts 
of New York. Prior to joining DGS, Mr. Hirsch was a partner in Kutak Rock LLP’s Denver office 
and worked for a large New York law firm, where he represented clients in a range of bankruptcy 
and finance-related matters during the 2008 financial crisis and subsequent economic recession. He 
was selected in 2018 as one of ABI’s “40 Under 40” and has been listed in Colorado Super Lawyers. 
Mr. Hirsch received his B.A. in 2001 from Northwestern University and his J.D. magna cum laude 
in 2004 from Tulane University Law School, where he was admitted to the Order of the Coif.

Annette W. Jarvis is a co-managing shareholder of the Salt Lake City office of Greenberg Traurig 
LLP, where she represents banks, financial institutions and other parties on matters related to chap-
ter 11 bankruptcy cases, out-of-court workouts and cross-border insolvency cases. Her experience 
includes representing creditors, debtors, boards of directors, trustees, receivers, public bondhold-
ers, purchasers of distressed assets, and indenture trustees and foreign representatives. She also has 
wide-ranging experience in receivership cases and has handled Securities Investor Protection Corpo-
ration (SIPC) cases brought under the Securities Investor Protection Act of 1970 (SIPA), and she has 
experience with state insurance rehabilitation and liquidation cases. Ms. Jarvis advises clients on the 
complex cases remedying the problems created by fraudulent enterprises, including Ponzi schemes, 
and by mass torts. She also has testified as an expert witness on aspects of U.S. bankruptcy law. Ms. 
Jarvis is a frequent lecturer and writer on bankruptcy and insolvency law topics, and co-authored 
ABI’s How Secure Are You? Secured Creditors in Commercial and Consumer Bankruptcies. She 
also is involved in many community and mentoring efforts; in recognition of this work, she received 
the Third Annual Christine M. Durham Public Service Award, the 2014 Women Lawyers of Utah 
Mentoring Award, and the Dorothy Merrill Brothers Award for the Advancement of Women in the 
Legal Profession from the Utah State Bar in 2005. Ms. Jarvis is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-
Hubbell and has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor 
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Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law, Bet-the-Company Litigation, and Litigation - Bank-
ruptcy from 2005-23, and in Chambers USA and Super Lawyers, among others. She received her 
J.D. magna cum laude from Brigham Young University J. Reuben Clark Law School, where she was 
a J. Reuben Clark Scholar and served on the BYU Law Review.

Lon A. Jenkins is the Standing Chapter 13 Trustee for the District of Utah in Salt Lake City, ap-
pointed in September 2015. He has practiced bankruptcy law for nearly 40 years. Following law 
school, Mr. Jenkins was an associate with LeBoeuf, Lamb, Greene & MacRae in the firm’s Salt Lake 
City office. While there, he worked with and was mentored by former U.S. Bankruptcy Judge Ralph 
R. Mabey; in 1993, he became a partner in the firm. During his time at LeBoeuf, Lamb, Mr. Jenkins 
specialized primarily in chapter 11 bankruptcy reorganizations, representing a wide range of debt-
ors, creditors, creditors’ committees, trustees and indenture trustees. Upon departing LeBoeuf Lamb 
after 23 years in 2006, he continued his bankruptcy practice with the Salt Lake City law firm of Ray, 
Quinney & Nebeker from 2006-08. While there, he was appointed by the U.S. District Court for the 
District of Utah as receiver in two federal Ponzi scheme cases to recover and administer assets for 
the benefit of defrauded investors. Subsequently, Mr. Jenkins was a shareholder at Jones Waldo from 
2008-13 and Of Counsel with Minneapolis-based Dorsey & Whitney from 2013-15). Mr. Jenkins 
has been a frequent speaker and educational program panelist, both nationally and locally, on a va-
riety of bankruptcy-related topics. He also is engaged in community and civic organizations in the 
Salt Lake City area, participating on various nonprofit boards and committees. Presently, Mr. Jenkins 
serves as vice president of the Executive Board of the National Association of Chapter 13 Trustees 
and become president-elect in July 2023. He received his B.A. from St. Olaf College in Northfield, 
Minn., in 1976 and his J.D. from the University of Utah College of Lawin 1983, where he served as 
a member of the Utah Law Review.

Matthew D. Kaufman is a partner with The Law Firm of Hathaway & Kunz, LLP in Cheyenne, 
Wyo., where his practice focuses on business, corporate, technology, capital-formation, intellec-
tual property protection, and mergers and acquisitions. He represents entrepreneurs, start-ups and 
emerging companies, as well as established companies on complex transactions and strategies. Mr. 
Kaufman routinely represents and advises clients on such matters as entity formations, financing 
and operational issues, intellectual property, regulatory compliance and contract matters. He is one 
of only a few attorneys in Wyoming actively representing clients in private-placement securities 
matters, and recently co-lawyered Wyoming’s first ever equity-based crowdfunding campaign. Ad-
ditionally, he is one of the only attorneys in Wyoming advising companies on blockchain, crypto-
currency and token offerings. He also has experience representing clients in litigation matters, rou-
tinely appearing before various state and federal courts in Wyoming. Deeply involved in local and 
regional entrepreneurship, Mr. Kaufman co-founded the Wyoming Entrepreneurs group that meets 
in Cheyenne, has a published academic article on developing entrepreneurship in Wyoming, and has 
also published various articles on topics such as crowdfunding and the blockchain/cryptocurrency 
industry. He is counsel to dozens of start-ups, emerging technology companies and investment funds 
across Wyoming, is an active tech and real estate investor, and has been a guest speaker on topics 
such as capital-raising, securities, blockchain and legal issues surrounding start-ups in Wyoming. 
Mr. Kaufman was a co-founder and three-year chairman of the Array School of Technology and 
Design, Wyoming’s first private coding school, before exiting through a sale of the company in 
2018. His newest venture is becoming a partner with BXE Capital, a cryptocurrency investment fund 
based in Denver. Mr. Kaufman has been repeatedly selected as one of the Mountain States Super 
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Lawyers “Rising Stars,” has been selected multiple times by National Trial Lawyers as one of the 
Top 40 Under 40 for the State of Wyoming, has been selected by the American Society of Legal Ad-
vocates as a Top 40 under 40 in Wyoming, and is a National Trial Lawyers “Top 100.” He also serves 
on the board of advisors for the University of Wyoming Law School, and is a graduate of Leadership 
Wyoming. Mr. Kaufman was appointed in 2017 by Gov. Matt Mead as the only attorney to serve 
on the statewide executive council of ENDOW (economically needed diversification options for 
Wyoming), which helped Wyoming develop a new economic diversification strategy. In 2018, he 
was appointed by Gov. Mead to additionally serve on the legislatively created Blockchain Taskforce, 
which he was reappointed to in 2019 by Gov. Gordon. This past year, he was further appointed by the 
Wyoming Supreme Court to serve on the Chancery Court Committee, purposed with standing up the 
newly created Chancery (business) court in Wyoming. Mr. Kaufman received his B.A. and J.D. from 
the University of Wyoming and his LL.M. in entrepreneurial law from the University of Colorado.

Richard B. Levin is chair of Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP’s FinTech and Regula-
tion Practice in Denver and was one of the first lawyers to focus on the regulation of blockchain 
and digital assets. He is considered a thought leader in the fintech space. Mr. Levin brings his ex-
perience as a senior legal and compliance officer on Wall Street and in London to bear in advising 
clients on corporate, fintech, securities and regulatory issues. He has been advising fintech clients 
on legal and regulatory issues since the start of electronic trading in the late 1990s, and his practice 
focuses on helping financial services and technology clients identify and address regulatory issues 
as they build their businesses. Mr. Levin’s practice focuses on the representation of early-stage and 
publicly traded companies in the fintech space, including investment banks, broker-dealers, invest-
ment advisers, peer-to-peer lending platforms, digital currency trading platforms, alternative trading 
systems (ATSs), exchanges and custodians. He represents these firms before the U.S. Securities and 
Exchange Commission (SEC), the U.S. Commodity Futures Trading Commission (CFTC), the Fi-
nancial Industry Regulatory Authority (FINRA), the U.S. Department of the Treasury, the Office of 
the Comptroller of the Currency (OCC), state regulators and Congress. Mr. Levin has represented 
clients before regulators in Australia, Canada, France, Germany, Hong Kong, Ireland, Japan, Singa-
pore, South Korea and the U.K. His current and past clients include leading national financial insti-
tutions, multinational financial services holding companies, leading firms in the fintech space, and 
institutions engaging in global investment banking, investment management, securities and other 
financial services with institutional clients. Mr. Levin has been identified by Chambers and Partners 
as one of the leading lawyers in the Blockchain and Cryptocurrencies category since the inception of 
the category. He also has been recognized by Chambers for his knowledge on regulatory matters and 
relationships with regulators, for helping clients push the boundaries of the fintech sector, and for 
his advice on matters such as broker-dealer licensing and alternative trading systems. Before joining 
Nelson Mullins, Mr. Levin was the chair and founder of the Chambers-rated FinTech and Regulation 
Practice of another leading U.S. law firm. The team he built was recognized by Chambers in the Fin-
Tech Legal in the USA category and in the FinTech Legal: Blockchain & Cryptocurrencies category. 
The team was recognized for its fintech, blockchain and cryptocurrency knowledge. Mr. Levin is 
routinely quoted by leading publications including Bloomberg, the New York Times, Reuters and the 
Wall Street Journal, and he is a frequent speaker at conferences around the world on the regulation 
of fintech, blockchain and digital assets. He received his B.A. in history from Colorado College and 
gis J.D. from the University of Denver Sturm College of Law, where he served as managing editor 
of the University of Denver Law Review.
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Prof. C. Randel Lewis is a senior adjunct professor at the Daniels College of Business at the Univer-
sity of Denver in Denver. He co-teaches the graduate-level capstone course in strategy and finance, 
the undergraduate capstone course in corporate financial theory, the one- and three-day executive 
education courses in strategy and finance, and national-level professional education programs in law 
and finance, and he is an occasional guest lecturer at the Strum College of Law at the University 
of Denver. He received the all-university Ruth Murray Underhill Adjunct Teaching Award. Prof. 
Lewis brings a deep understanding of and insight into business and legal strategy, particularly in 
financially or operationally difficult situations. He has experience in advising and mentoring clients 
in developing successful business solutions in highly contested environments. He serves regularly 
as a mediator, expert witness, consultant and a court-appointed fiduciary for distressed businesses 
and quasi-governmental entities. Prof. Lewis received his B.A. in economics from Colorado College 
and his J.D. from the University of Denver Sturm College of Law, and has completed coursework 
at the Center for Understanding Through Conflict (formerly Center for Mediation in Law), Colum-
bia Business School Certificate of Business Excellence - Advanced Management Program, and the 
Teachers College at Columbia University Coaching Certification Program.

Hon. Joel T. Marker is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Utah in Salt Lake City, sworn 
in on July 1, 2010. Prior to his appointment, he practiced with the Salt Lake City law firm McKay 
Burton and Thurman for more than 25 years. Judge Marker has served as chair of the Bankruptcy 
Section of the Utah State Bar and as president of the Utah Bankruptcy Lawyers Forum. He also 
served as a member of the panel of chapter 7 trustees in the District of Utah from 1997-2010 and 
represented individuals and businesses in a variety of proceedings before the state and federal courts. 
Judge Marker received his undergraduate degree from the University of Wisconsin in 1979 and his 
J.D. in 1984 from the University of Utah College of Law.

Hon. Terrence L. Michael is Chief Judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District 
of Oklahoma in Tulsa and a member of the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel of the Tenth Circuit. He has 
authored more than 170 published opinions, as well as articles in the Tulsa Law Review, Texas Tech 
Law Review and Creighton Law Review. Upon graduation from law school, Judge Michael joined the 
firm of Baird, Holm, McEachen, Pedersen, Hamann & Strasheim in Omaha, Neb., where he was a 
member of the firm’s bankruptcy and creditors’ rights practice group. His practice included all types 
of bankruptcy matters and general civil litigation. While at Baird, Holm, Judge Michael chaired 
the Bankruptcy Section of the Nebraska State Bar Association and was a member of the local rules 
committee responsible for drafting local rules in chapter 12 cases. He also authored and presented 
numerous papers at various continuing legal education seminars. Judge Michael has taught courses 
for the American Banker’s Association School of Agri-Finance and Metro Technical Community 
College. On June 9, 1997, he began his career as a bankruptcy judge, and on June 7, 2000, he was ap-
pointed to the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel of the Tenth Circuit, a position he still holds. As a mem-
ber of the BAP, Judge Michael chaired the committee charged with revising the local rules of that 
court. He has authored more than 170 opinions, is an associate editor of the American Bankruptcy 
Law Journal and an adjunct professor of law at the University of Tulsa, and has served as a speaker 
at various seminars presented by the Federal Judicial Center, the Eighth Circuit Judicial Conference, 
the Tenth Circuit Judicial Conference, ABI, the Nebraska State Bar Association, the Oklahoma Bar 
Association, the Tulsa County Bar Association, the West Texas Bar Association and the Southwest 
Regional Turnaround Management Association. Judge Michael is a member of the National Confer-
ence of Bankruptcy Judges, having served on various committees and the Board of Governors. He 
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received the President’s Award for Distinguished Service to the Conference in 2018. Judge Michael 
is an emeritus member of the Council Oak/Johnson-Sontag American Inn of Court, which awarded 
him the John A. Athens Leadership Award in 2004, and the Nebraska State Bar Association. He was 
part of a multi-state select choir, which sang in Carnegie Hall in 1999, and recorded his first studio 
album in collaboration with Oklahoma Music Hall of Fame member and Grammy winner David 
Teegarden in 2018. Judge Michael received his B.A. magna cum laude in history from Doane Col-
lege in 1980 and his J.D. from the University of Southern California’s Gould School of Law in 1983.

Blake D. Miller is an attorney with Anderson & Karrenberg in Salt Lake City, and has more than 35 
years of experience in high-stakes commercial litigation. He is a seasoned trial lawyer, having con-
ducted numerous jury and bench trials before federal, state and tribal courts. He also has participated 
as lead counsel in several large regulatory hearings before public service commissions. Mr. Miller 
has successfully represented businesses in bet-the-company cases; reorganized struggling compa-
nies, both in bankruptcy and out-of-court restructurings; defended companies from large exposure 
cases, such as wrongful death; and prosecuted and defended a wide variety of business disputes and 
torts, including contract, professional liability, trade secrets, real estate and intercompany disputes. 
In restructuring matters, he has represented debtors, debtors-in-possession, creditors, trustees and 
creditor committees in chapter 11 bankruptcy cases. He also has been engaged in a number of large 
out-of-court corporate restructures and dissolutions. Mr. Miller is a frequent lecturer and contributor 
to legal publications on bankruptcy and litigation issues. He has been selected as one of The Best 
Lawyers in America in the practice area of Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights/Insolvency and 
Reorganization Law, and he has been selected as a Mountain States Super Lawyer by Law & Poli-
tics magazine and is a member of Utah’s Legal Elite by Utah Business. In addition, he was selected 
as one of the Top 100 Attorneys in Litigation from the American Society of Legal Advocates. Mr. 
Miller is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell and is a former founder and CEO of several 
businesses, including O2 Blue, a pioneer in the environmental commodities exchange market. He is 
admitted to practice in Utah and before the U.S. District Court for the District of Utah, the U.S. Fed-
eral Court, the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the Ninth and Tenth Circuits, and the U.S. Supreme Court. 
Mr. Miller received his B.A. summa cum laude in 1980 from Boise State University, where he was 
a member of the Phi Beta Kappa Honor Society, and his J.D. from the University of Utah College of 
Law in 1983, where he was admitted to the Order of the Coif and served on the Utah Law Review.

Megan W. Murray is a founding shareholder of Underwood Murray PA in Tampa, Fla., and has 
nearly 20 years of reorganization and workout experience advising business owners, debtors, trust-
ees, creditors’ committees, secured and unsecured creditors, and asset-purchasers and sellers. She 
also has worked on both the legal side and business side in a global financial institution. Ms. Mur-
ray counsels businesses and owners in a wide variety of industries, including real estate, hospital-
ity, pharmaceutical, medical services, construction, insurance, transportation, logistics, aviation and 
financial services, in making critical business decisions while prosecuting and defending complex 
business disputes. She has been involved in director and officer liability litigation, bondholder dis-
putes, shareholder and partnership disputes, court-appointed receiverships, assignment proceedings, 
and the recovery of large and small business assets, as well as lien-priority disputes related to a va-
riety of collateral, including real property, equipment, aircraft and logistics-related assets. Ms. Mur-
ray is an ABI “40 Under 40” honoree and has been named in Chambers & Partners USA, Florida 
Super Lawyers and Florida Trend’s Legal Elite multiple years running. She is rated AV-Preeminent 
by Martindale-Hubbell and is a contributing author to Creditors’ and Debtors’ Practice in Florida, 
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a frequent speaker on bankruptcy and insolvency topics, and co-chair of ABI’s Real Estate Commit-
tee. She also is active in local and national bankruptcy bar associations. Ms. Murray received her 
B.B.A. from the University of Iowa Tippie College of Business in 2002 and her J.D. with honors 
from the University of Iowa College of Law in 2011, where she was a contributing editor to the Iowa 
Law Review and an ABI Medal of Excellence recipient.

David W. Newman is an Assistant U.S. Trustee with the Office of the U.S. Trustee in Salt Lake City 
and a regional criminal coordinator with the Executive Office for U.S. Trustees’ Office of Crimi-
nal Enforcement. He practiced law in California from 1992 until 2005, primarily with Best Best & 
Krieger, LLP’s Litigation Department and Bankruptcy Practice Group. Mr. Newman served as a 
chapter 7 trustee, as a member of the board of directors of the California Bankruptcy Forum, and 
as president of the Inland Empire Bankruptcy Forum. In 2005, he left private practice to serve as a 
trial attorney in the U.S. Trustee’s Tulsa, Okla., Office. Mr. Newman was appointed as the Assistant 
U.S. Trustee for the District of Idaho in 2008 and for the District of Montana in 2017, and ceased 
serving in those Districts in 2020. He also served as a Special Assistant U.S. Attorney prosecuting 
bankruptcy crimes for 15 years. Mr. Newman is admitted to practice before the Tenth and Ninth 
Circuit Courts of Appeals, and the Federal Courts of Utah, Idaho, California, and the Northern and 
Eastern Districts of Oklahoma. He is a member of the State Bars of Utah, Idaho, Oklahoma, Texas 
and California. Mr. Newman received his J.D. in 1992 from Brigham Young University and was 
admitted into the Order of Barristers

Sherilyn A. Olsen is a partner with Holland & Hart LLP in Salt Lake City, where her practice in-
cludes advising lenders and borrowers regarding loan workouts and restructuring, collection proce-
dures, and bankruptcy law and procedure. She also assists lenders in seeking the appointment of a 
receiver to protect assets and/or to operate a business’s pending foreclosure. Ms. Olsen negotiates 
and drafts loan-modification documents and pursues the repayment of loans in default. In bank-
ruptcy court, she prosecutes and defends relief-from-stay motions, cash-collateral motions, claim 
objections, motions to dismiss, preference and fraudulent transfer actions, lien-avoidance actions 
and nondischarageability claims. In state and federal courts, she represents clients throughout the 
litigation process including managing discovery, defending and taking fact and expert depositions, 
drafting and arguing motions for summary judgment, pursuing and defending motions for temporary 
restraining orders and preliminary injunctions, chairing trials and pursuing the collection of judg-
ments. Ms. Olsen was recognized in Forty Under 40 in Utah Business Magazine for 2014 and has 
been identified in Mountain States Super Lawyers as a “Rising Star” in the category of Bankruptcy: 
Business and Bankruptcy & Creditor/Debtor Rights from 2008-12. She also has been voted by her 
peers as one of Utah’s “Legal Elite” in Utah Business Magazine from 2007-19, and she was listed 
in The Best Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reor-
ganization Law from 2020-22 and Commercial Finance Law from 2021-22. Ms. Olsen received her 
B.A. in political science in 1998 from Brigham Young University and her J.D. magna cum laude in 
2002 from Brigham Young University’s J. Reuben Clark Law School, where she served on the BYU 
Law Review.

Ellen E. Ostrow is a senior counsel and litigation attorney with Foley & Lardner LLP in Salt Lake 
City, where she focuses her practice on restructuring and bankruptcy. She has represented multiple 
unsecured creditors’ committees in the bankruptcies of manufacturers, event operators and health 
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food suppliers; chapter 11 debtors in bankruptcies in the entertainment, mining and housing indus-
tries; purchasers of distressed assets; and various creditors, including major power purchase agree-
ment creditors in energy industry bankruptcies and suppliers in large retail bankruptcies. In addition, 
Ms. Ostrow has experience successfully representing clients in complex litigation in state and feder-
al courts, including fraudulent transfer, voidable transaction, receivership and Uniform Commercial 
Code disputes. Prior to joining the firm, she clerked for Hon. William T. Thurman of the U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Court for the District of Utah. Ms. Ostrow was honored in 2020 as one of ABI’s “40 Under 
40” and was named a “40 Under 40” in 2022 by Utah Business. She also was named a Utah Legal 
Elite, Up and Coming in Utah Business in 2018 and 2021, and the Utah State Bar’s Bankruptcy Pro 
Bono Project named her Attorney of the Year in 2018 and 2021. Ms. Ostrow is a member of ABI 
and Women Lawyers of Utah, trustee and secretary of the Utah Bankruptcy Lawyers Forum, a Barr 
Examiner Committee member of the Utah Bar Association, and a member of the Utah State Bar’s 
Litigation Section. She received her B.A. magna cum laude in 2007 from the University of Mary 
Washington and her J.D. cum laude in 2013 from the American University Washington College of 
Law, where she served as articles and critical essays editor of the American University International 
Law Review.

Michael J. Pankow is a shareholder in the Denver office of Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, 
LLP and has more than 30 years of corporate restructuring and chapter 11 experience. He provides 
structural advice regarding mergers and acquisitions and the issuing and review of nonconsolidation 
opinions in structured finance transactions. He also advises boards of directors considering busi-
ness reorganization or distressed-asset acquisition on their duties and options to allow for informed 
decision-making. Mr. Pankow is a member of ABI, the Colorado Bar Association, the Nebraska 
State Bar Association and the Turnaround Management Association. He has been listed in The Best 
Lawyers in America from 2010-22, in Chambers USA for 2021, and as one of 5280 magazine’s Top 
Lawyers for Bankruptcy for 2015-20 and 2022. Mr. Pankow received his B.S.B.A. cum laude in 
1987 from Creighton University and his J.D. magna cum laude in 1989 from Creighton University 
School of Law.

Hon. Cathleen D. Parker is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Wyoming in Cheyenne, 
appointed on June 2, 2015. Prior to her appointment, she was an attorney with the Wyoming Attor-
ney General’s Office for 16 years, where she primarily represented the Wyoming Departments of 
Revenue and Audit in front of administrative tribunals, the Wyoming State Courts and the Wyoming 
Supreme Court. At the time of her appointment, she was the supervisor of the Revenue Section of 
the Civil Division and was the head of the Attorney General’s Bankruptcy Unit. Prior to joining the 
Office of the Attorney General, Judge Parker worked as an attorney in private practice in Colorado, 
handling both civil and criminal matters. She also sits on the Tenth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate 
Panel. Judge Parker received her J.D. with honors from the University of Wyoming College of Law 
in 1998.

Joseph Richman is a senior director with FTI Consulting, Inc. in Demver and has worked with 
troubled and insolvent companies both in and out of the bankruptcy process, as well as unsecured 
creditors and secured lenders. He has experience in matters related to the financial advisory of dis-
tressed clients, including cash-flow projections, business plan analysis, liquidation analyses, claims 
reconciliations and fraudulent conveyance investigations (including expert report preparation). His 
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recent sector experience includes retail, energy, minerals & mining, professional services and gov-
ernment contracting. Mr. Richman has worked as a turnaround and restructuring consultant for over 
a decade. Prior to joining FTI Consulting, he worked for a boutique debtor-side advisory practice 
based in Denver. Prior to moving to Denver, he worked in a similar role for a New York-based 
accounting firm. Mr. Richman has experience in securities trading and spent time working for a 
foreign exchange broker trading oil, precious metals and various foreign currencies. He also traded 
exchange-listed equity securities. Mr. Richman previously was a manager with BDO USA, LLP and 
a senior consultant with Gavin/Solmonese LLC. He received his Bachelor’s degree in psychology, 
political science and government in 2010 from Georgetown University, and his M.Sc. in political 
science and government from The London School of Economics and Political Science in 2011.

Keri L. Riley is a partner with Kutner Brinen Dickey Riley, P.C. in Denver, where she focuses pri-
marily in the areas of bankruptcy and insolvency law. She has represented debtors and creditors in all 
aspects of bankruptcy cases, including complex chapter 11 reorganizations and liquidations, chapter 
7 cases, adversary proceedings, and appeals to the Tenth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel and 
Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals. Prior to joining the firm, Ms. Riley clerked for the Colorado Attor-
ney General’s Office, where she worked with the Consumer Protection Services Department, advo-
cating for the rights of consumers who were subjected to illegal business practices. Her commitment 
to her clients has continued to earn her recognition in the legal community following graduation, 
and she has been selected as a “Rising Star” by Super Lawyers every year since 2018. In addition, 
she has been active in helping the survivors of human trafficking rebuild their financial lives through 
her continued pro bono work with the Alliance to Lead Impact in Global Human Trafficking. Ms. 
Riley received her J.D. with honors from the University of Denver, Sturm College of Law and was 
a member of the DU National Trial Team and ABA Appellate Advocacy Team, where she won mul-
tiple awards for her advocacy skills.

William J. Rochelle, III is ABI’s editor-at-large, based in New York. He joined ABI in 2015 and 
writes every day on developments in consumer and reorganization law. For the prior nine years, 
Mr. Rochelle was the bankruptcy columnist for Bloomberg News. Before turning to journalism, 
he practiced bankruptcy law for 35 years, including 17 years as a partner in the New York office of 
Fulbright & Jaworski LLP. In addition to writing, Mr. Rochelle travels the country for ABI, speaking 
to bar groups and professional organizations on hot topics in the turnaround community and trends 
in consumer bankruptcies. He earned his undergraduate and law degrees from Columbia University, 
where he was a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar.

Hon. Michael E. Romero is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge in the District of Colorado in Denver, initially 
appointed in 2003 and appointed Chief Judge from July 2014-June 2021. He is also Chief Judge of 
the Tenth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel. Since becoming a judge, Judge Romero has served 
on numerous committees and advisory groups for the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts, is 
the past chair of the Bankruptcy Judges Advisory Group and has served as the sole bankruptcy court 
representative/observer to the Judicial Conference of the United States, the governing body for the 
federal judiciary. He is a past president of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and active-
ly participates in several of its committees. He also serves on the Executive Board of Our Courts, a 
joint activity between the Colorado Judicial Institute and the Colorado Bar Association that provides 
programs to further public understanding of the federal and state court systems. Judge Romero is a 
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member of the Colorado Bar Association, ABI, the Historical Society of the Tenth Circuit and the 
Colorado Hispanic Bar Association. He received his undergraduate degree in economics and politi-
cal science from Denver University in 1977 and his J.D. from the University of Michigan in 1980.

Tara G. Salinas is the founder and managing attorney of Salinas Law Group LLC in Denver, and 
her practice focuses on consumer chapter 7 and 13 bankruptcy and litigation, as well as student loan 
law. She founded her law firm in 2003 and has handled hundreds of personal and business bankrupt-
cy cases since then. In 2018, Ms. Salinas expanded the practice to include litigation and settlement 
of private student loans, as well as providing assistance to distressed federal student loan borrowers. 
She is a frequent speaker at local, regional, national and international bankruptcy programs, includ-
ing being a speaker at the ABI’s Rocky Mountain Conference in 2022, 2020, 2015, 2014, 2012 and 
2009 and a contributor to the Central and Eastern European Law Institute’s program on International 
Models of Insolvency in 2020, 2018 and 2017. Active in her local bankruptcy bar, Ms. Salinas has 
been a member of two judicial selection committees recommending bankruptcy judicial candidates 
to the district court. She also has served on the Colorado Bankruptcy Local Rules Standing Com-
mittee since 2010 and sponsors and manages the Debtors’ Counsel Listserv for Colorado consumer 
debtor lawyers. Ms. Salinas received her B.A. in history from Colorado State University and her J.D. 
from the University of Colorado School of Law.

Jennifer M. Salisbury is a partner with the law firm of Markus Williams Young & Hunsicker, 
LLC in Denver, where she concentrates her practice in commercial litigation and the enforcement 
of creditors’ rights in bankruptcy and insolvency proceedings. She has represented secured credi-
tors, unsecured creditors, official committees and trustees in all aspects of bankruptcy, including 
relief-from-stay proceedings, cash-collateral disputes, plan negotiations and avoidance actions. Ms. 
Salisbury represents lenders in all aspects of state collection proceedings, including receiverships, 
foreclosures and replevins. She also litigates a full spectrum of commercial and business disputes, 
including those arising from partnership agreements, intercreditor agreements, shareholder agree-
ments, landlord/tenant leases, loan agreements, equipment leases, insurance agreements and deeds 
of trust. Ms. Salisbury is licensed to practice in Colorado, Wyoming and Texas. She received her 
undergraduate degree from Rice University and her J.D. in 1998 from Columbia University School 
of Law.

Michael L. Schuster is an associate with Ballard Spahr LLP in Denver in the firm’s Litigation De-
partment, where he focuses his practice on bankruptcy, restructuring, creditors’ rights and business 
litigation. His bankruptcy experience includes representation of lenders, landlords, financial institu-
tions, distressed businesses, and trustees in business and consumer cases under all chapters of the 
Bankruptcy Code. Mr. Schuster’s litigation experience also includes secured transactions, landlord/
tenant disputes, breaches of fiduciary duty, insurance coverage and consumer protection. He has 
participated in numerous bench and jury trials in both federal and state courts. Mr. Schuster’s Florida 
state court experience also includes representations in appeals before the Florida District Courts of 
Appeals in cases involving breach of contract, corporate disclosures and real estate development, 
including successfully obtaining a reversal of a trial court order finding a privilege waiver in Prime 
Group LLC v. Abbo, 171 So. 3d 234 (Fla. 4th DCA 2015)). He also is a leader in insolvency and 
financial issues facing the cannabis industry, and he has spoken on the bankruptcy eligibility of can-
nabis license-holders, as well as the rights of enterprises providing ancillary goods and services. He 
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consults with cannabis industry participants on receiverships, assignments and other strategic alter-
natives to federal bankruptcy proceedings. Previously, Mr. Schuster practiced for eight years with 
a prestigious regional firm in Miami. He is licensed in both Colorado and Florida, and he routinely 
handles matters for Florida-based litigants. Immediately prior to joining Ballard Spahr, Mr. Schuster 
clerked for Hon. Michael E. Romero, Chief Judge of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of 
Colorado. He has been listed as a Super Lawyers “Rising Star” and a Florida Legal Elite Rising Star, 
and is rated AV-Preeminent Rated by Martindale-Hubbell. Mr. Schuster received his B.S. cum laude 
in 2005 from the University of Florida College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and his J.D. cum laude 
in 2008 from the University of Florida Levin College of Law, where he was admitted to the Order of 
the Coif and the Order of Barristers.

Robert Spendlove is the senior economist for Zions Bank in Sandy, Utah. In this capacity, he moni-
tors and reports on economic indicators and public policy developments for the bank. Founded in 
1873, Zions Bank is Utah’s oldest financial institution and it operates locations in communities 
throughout the Intermountain West. Mr. Spendlove’s research interests are primarily in the areas 
of macroeconomics, demographics, financial markets and public policy. He frequently advises and 
briefs policymakers, as well as business and civic groups throughout the U.S. He also is regularly 
called on to give expert analysis in the media through print, radio and television. Mr. Spendlove is 
known for his insightful and understandable approach to explaining economic trends. He received 
his Master’s of public administration with an emphasis in economic public policy from the Univer-
sity of Utah, where he is currently an adjunct instructor of public policy.

Rachel A. Sternlieb is Of Counsel at Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough, LLP in Denver, where 
she represents businesses of all sizes and individuals in complex commercial, bankruptcy and civil 
litigation in both state and federal courts, as well as administrative forums and arbitration proceed-
ings. Her practice includes matters ranging from business and contract disputes, including franchise 
and distribution litigation, to complex fraud and Ponzi scheme cases. Ms. Sternlieb represents busi-
nesses of all sizes and individuals, as well as receivers, chapter 7 bankruptcy trustees and creditors 
in chapter 7 and 11 bankruptcy cases. She has represented clients in a variety of industries, including 
automotive, financial services, oil and gas, oilfield support services, farming, construction and real 
estate. Before relocating to Denver in 2016, Ms. Sternlieb practiced in New Orleans, where she rep-
resented individuals in medical malpractice, products liability and mass tort litigation. She currently 
serves on the board of directors of the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confed-
eration and has been named a Rising Star in Business Litigation by Super Lawyers for the past two 
years. Ms. Sternlieb received her undergraduate degree from the University of Georgia in 2010 and 
her J.D. from Loyola University New Orleans College of Law in 2013.

D. Ray Strong, CPA, CIRA, CFE, CFF is a director at Berkeley Research Group, LLC in its Salt 
Lake City office. He provides expert advisory and fiduciary services involving investigative and 
forensic accounting, internal investigations, bankruptcy, receiverships, corporate restructuring, and 
litigation support in regional, national and international matters. Mr. Strong has served as a chapter 
11 trustee, subchapter V trustee, examiner, court-appointed receiver and in other fiduciary capacities. 
His experience has involved operating and restructuring distressed businesses, asset liquidations, 
bankruptcy plan development and feasibility, investigation of fraud and mismanagement, tracing 
of funds and assets, financial data reconstruction, “big data” analysis and prosecution of avoidance 
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actions. Mr. Strong received his B.S. from Westminster College and his M.P.A. from the University 
of Utah.

Bryce A. Suzuki is a partner of the Phoenix office of Snell & Wilmer L.L.P., where he focuses his 
practice in bankruptcy, restructuring and insolvency. He provides strategic business planning and 
dispute resolution to a diverse range of lenders, companies and business owners. He also advises 
businesses in the field of cryptocurrency, blockchain and related technology. Mr. Suzuki represents 
secured and unsecured creditors, debtors, landlords, vendors, investors and equity securityholders in 
a variety of commercial restructuring and insolvency issues such as loan workouts, distressed asset 
sales, chapter 11 bankruptcy administration and reorganization, receiverships, liquidation and dis-
tressed financing. He regularly first-chairs trials in bankruptcy courts and has significant experience 
managing appeals involving bankruptcy and insolvency issues. Mr. Suzuki is involved in numerous 
professional and community organizations, and for many of them he has served in board or leader-
ship positions. A frequent speaker on bankruptcy and blockchain topics, he is also an adjunct profes-
sor at the ASU Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, where he teaches a course on cryptocurrency 
and blockchain law and policy. Mr. Suzuki received his B.A. and M.A. from Brigham Young Uni-
versity and his J.D. from the University of Iowa College of Law.

Hon. William T. Thurman is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Utah in Salt Lake City, 
appointed in 2001 and now on recall status, and served as its chief judge. He also is a member and 
former chief judge of the Tenth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel. Judge Thurman served as a 
member of the U.S. Judicial Conference’s Code of Conduct Committee and as a member of Confer-
ence’s Financial Disclosure Committee. He has been active in the National Conference of Bank-
ruptcy Judges, having served on its board and chaired several of its committees. He also has been a 
frequent speaker for and member of other national and local organizations focusing on lawyer and 
judicial education and ethical conduct, and he is a Fellow with the American College of Bankruptcy. 
Prior to his appointment, Judge Thurman was in private practice in Salt Lake City with McKay, 
Burton & Thurman for 27 years, where he focused on bankruptcy law and served as a panel chapter 
7 trustee. He received both his B.A. and J.D. from the University of Utah.

Eric M. Van Horn is a partner with Spencer Fane LLP in Dallas and assists clients nationwide 
with all aspects of bankruptcy, reorganizations, negotiations, collection actions, multijurisdictional 
insolvencies and corporate liquidations. His work in complex chapter 11 and 7 bankruptcy cases has 
involved representing committees of unsecured creditors and investors, debtors, trustees, secured 
lenders, landlords and general unsecured creditors (including critical vendors and suppliers). He 
also defends clients against bankruptcy preference and fraudulent transfer (clawback) lawsuits, and 
assists clients in bidding on and acquiring assets out of bankruptcy cases. His specific industry ex-
perience includes clients in the oil and gas, manufacturing, health care, restaurant, manufacturing, 
retail and technology industries. Mr. Van Horn is licensed to practice before all state courts in Texas 
and the federal district and federal bankruptcy courts in the Northern, Southern, Western and East-
ern Districts of Texas. After graduating from the University of Texas School of Law, he served as a 
federal judicial law clerk for now-retired Bankruptcy Judge Leif M. Clark in the Western District of 
Texas. During law school, he worked as a research assistant to Prof. Jay L. Westbrook, one of the 
world’s leading experts on chapter 11 and international bankruptcy law; interned for Hon. Frank R. 
Monroe (retired U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Texas); and served as an editor 
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for the Texas International Law Journal. Mr. Van Horn is a frequent speaker and published author on 
a variety of business bankruptcy and creditors’ rights issues. He previously served on the State Bar of 
Texas’s Bankruptcy Law Section Council, and he assisted in developing and served as an instructor 
for the Financial Crisis & Restructuring Law course at the University of Texas at Austin’s McCombs 
School of Business and School of Law. Mr. Van Horn received his B.A. magna cum laude from the 
University of Texas at Dallas in 2001 and his J.D. in 2005 from the University of Texas School of 
Law.

Steven T. Waterman is a partner with Dorsey & Whitney LLP in Salt Lake City. He focuses on assist-
ing financial institutions with commercial loans and special assets, and his work spans both real and 
personal property collateral. Mr. Waterman has foreclosed on planes, trains and automobiles, as well 
as cattle, crematoriums, country clubs and turkeys. He regularly litigates cases involving the Uniform 
Commercial Code and foreclosure. In addition, he helps protect the interests of banks in chapter 11 
bankruptcy reorganizations, as well as receivership and insolvency proceedings. Mr. Waterman has 
litigated cases in federal, tribal and state trial and appellate courts for financial institutions, trustees, 
receivers, franchisors and creditor committees. His experience includes out-of-court workouts in 
numerous industries and agriculture, including cooperatives. Mr. Waterman was an adjunct profes-
sor teaching secured transactions at the J. Reuben Clark Law School at Brigham Young University 
from 2012-20 and co-chaired the Admissions Committee of the Utah State Bar from 1996-2020. He 
also is a former co-chair of Dorsey & Whitney’s firm-wide Bankruptcy and Financial Restructuring 
practice group. A frequent lecturer, Mr. Waterman has been honored in The Best Lawyers in America 
for Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights and is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell. He is admitted 
to the Utah and Wyoming Bars, and before the U.S. Supreme Court, the U.S. Courts of Appeals for 
the Eighth and Tenth Circuits, the Courts of the Shoshone and Arapahoe Tribes, and the U.S. Dis-
trict Courts for the District of Utah, District of Colorado, District of Wyoming, Northern District of 
Illinois and District of Nebraska. Mr. Waterman received his B.S. in business management-finance 
from Brigham Young University and his J.D. from the University of Utah, where he was a William 
H. Leary scholar.

Melinda P. Willden is a trial attorney with the Office of the U.S. Trustee in Salt Lake City. She pre-
viously practiced law in the Tax and Corporate Section at Kirton McConkie, P.C. in Salt Lake City, 
where she served on the firm’s hiring committee. After a hiatus from practicing law, Ms. Willden 
changed focus and spent four years as a judicial law clerk at the Utah Bankruptcy Court. She is ad-
mitted to practice in the District of Utah and is a member of the Utah State Bar. Ms. Willden is vice-
president of the Utah Bankruptcy Bar Section and has presented at multiple CLEs. She received her 
J.D. magna cum laude in 1999 from Brigham Young University J. Ruben Clark Law School.


