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Hon. Kevin R. Anderson is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Utah in Salt Lake City, ap-
pointed on Sept. 4, 2015. Previously, he served for 17 years as the standing chapter 13 trustee for 
the District of Utah, administering more than 70,000 chapter 13 cases. Judge Anderson served as 
president of the National Association of Chapter 13 Trustees (NACTT), and he also served on sev-
eral national committees regarding chapter 13 legislation, rules, forms and policy. He has frequently 
written and presented on chapter 13 issues, including for the Norton Bankruptcy Law Advisor, the 
ABI Journal, the NACTT Quarterly and the NACTT Academy for Consumer Bankruptcy Education. 
He is also a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy. Prior to his appointment as chapter 13 
trustee, Judge Anderson practiced for 13 years as a commercial litigator with an emphasis on civil 
fraud, real property, and representing chapter 11 and 7 trustees. He also clerked for Hon. David N. 
Naugle, U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Central District of California. Prior to law school, Judge An-
derson worked for two years as a data systems specialist testing military and commercial jet engines 
for General Electric. He received his J.D. cum laude from the J. Ruben Clark Law School at Brigham 
Young University.

Troy J. Aramburu is a partner in the Salt Lake City office of Snell & Wilmer L.L.P., where his prac-
tice is concentrated in bankruptcy and commercial litigation. He primarily represents secured and 
unsecured creditors, committees, receivers and other fiduciaries in a variety of contested actions be-
fore bankruptcy, federal and state courts. Mr. Aramburu is recognized in Chambers USA, Mountain 
States Super Lawyers, The Best Lawyers in America and Utah Business Magazine’s “Legal Elite” for 
his work as a commercial litigator and bankruptcy professional. He is admitted to the Utah and Geor-
gia Bars. Previously, Mr. Aramburu was a shareholder with Jones Waldo Holbrook & McDonough, 
PC and an associate with Alston & Bird. He received his B.A. magna cum laude in political science 
in 1998 from Weber State University and his J.D. cum laude in 2001.

Jessica Arett is an at Sherman & Howard L.L.C. in Denver, where her litigation practice focuses 
on commercial disputes arising out of corporate governance, construction, creditors’ rights and real 
estate issues, as well as commercial contracts and tort claims. She represents clients of all sizes 
ranging from international corporations to local small businesses and individuals, successfully help-
ing clients navigate disputes in and out of court. Ms. Arett has experience representing clients all 
over the country in state and federal court, arbitration and administrative proceedings. She helps 
creditors navigate state and national laws and regulations related to debt collection and reporting, 
including state and federal fair debt collection practices acts, state consumer protection laws and the 
Fair Credit Reporting Act. She also has experience representing debtors in chapter 11 proceedings 
and has successfully tried numerous claims disallowance cases on behalf of a chapter 11 debtor. Ms. 
Arett is one of the few Colorado lawyers that is certified as a privacy professional through the Inter-
national Association of Privacy Professionals. She advises businesses and nonprofit organizations on 
issues related to privacy and data security, and works closely with clients to ensure compliance with 
the most recent data-security laws and regulations. She has experience handling data-security issues 
in the education, health care, public utility and financial space, and frequently advises clients on 
compliance with the Health Insurance Portability and Accessibility Act (HIPAA), the Family Educa-
tional Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), the Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act (COPPA), the 
California Consumer Privacy Act (CCPA), the Colorado Privacy Act (CPA), the European Union’s 
General Data Protection Regulation, and other state and federal data security laws. Ms. Arett was re-
cently selected to both the General Counsel Mentorship Program (cohort beginning in 2022) and the 
Denver Metro Chamber’s Impact Denver program. For two consecutive years, she has been named 
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to The Best Lawyers in America’s “Ones to Watch” list in recognition of her commercial litigation 
and appellate practices. Throughout her career, she has also litigated cases involving immigration, 
civil rights and protection for victims of domestic violence as part of her pro bono practice. Prior to 
joining Sherman & Howard, Ms. Arett clerked for Justice Richard Gabriel of the Colorado Supreme 
Court. She received her B.A. summa cum laude in political science and history in 2010 from the 
University of Minnesota and her J.D. in 2013 from the University of Chicago Law School.

J. Thomas Beckett is a shareholder with Parsons Behle & Latimer in Salt Lake City and heads the 
firm’s bankruptcy group. He has represented a diverse roster of clients in chapter 11 cases, notably, 
in the Yellowstone Mountain Club bankruptcy, as lead counsel to the creditors’ committee, for which 
he obtained the equitable subordination of a $370 million secured loan to enable unsecured creditors 
to be paid first. Formerly an associate at Milbank in New York City, Mr. Beckett’s work experience 
also includes a year on the staff of the U.S. Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on Constitutional Rights. 
He recently served as chairman of the board of directors of Clark Planetarium and currently serves 
on the Utah Supreme Court’s Ethics and Discipline Committee. He has maintained a whitewater 
river guide’s license and wilderness first responder certification for 40 years. Mr. Beckett received 
his B.A. from Brown University in 1979 and his M.B.A. in finance from New York University Stern 
School of Business Administration in 1986. He also was trained as a mediator at the Harvard Law 
School’s Program on Negotiation.

Stephen E. Berken is a partner with Berken Cloyes, PC in Denver, where he focuses his practice 
on consumer bankruptcy law, and he is the Colorado state chair for the National Association of 
Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys. He handles cases involving chapter 7 and 13, and the defense and 
prosecution of bankruptcy adversary matters. Mr. Berken is the founding member of the Colorado 
Consumer Bankruptcy Association and the creator of the Colorado Debtors’ Counsel Listserv, an 
online source of information for debtors’ counsel in the state of Colorado provided as a free service 
to counsel of the debtors’ bar. He serves on the advisory board for ABI’s Rocky Mountain Bank-
ruptcy Conference and is Board Certified in Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of 
Certification. He also is the former state chair for CARE (Credit Abuse Resistance Education). Mr. 
Berken was named Bankruptcy Attorney of the Year by 5280 Magazine for 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017 
and 2018, and was named in Super Lawyers from 2020-21. He received his B.A. cum laude in politi-
cal science from the University of California in 1981 and his J.D. from the University of California-
Hastings College of Law in 1984.

Steven M. Berman is a partner in the Tampa, Fla., office of Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick, LLP, spe-
cializing in the firm’s bankruptcy and creditors’ rights practice group. He has more than 30 years of 
bankruptcy experience and focuses his practice on business bankruptcy litigation, representing cred-
itors, investors, distressed-debt lenders, trustees, committees and business entities litigating disputes 
in bankruptcy court. Mr. Berman is Board Certified by the American Board of Certification in both 
Creditors’ Rights Law and Business Bankruptcy Law, and he is a member of the Florida, California, 
District of Columbia, New York and Puerto Rico (Federal) bars. He is also admitted to practice be-
fore the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals and the U.S. Supreme Court. Mr. Berman serves on the 
board of directors of the American Board of Certification and is a member of its Faculty Committee. 
He also serves on ABI’s Board of Directors, its Endowment Committee and its Taskforce on Veter-
ans and Servicemembers Affairs, and he routinely volunteers and speaks at its seminars and other 
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programs. On a local level, Mr. Berman is a member of the Tampa Bay Bankruptcy Bar Association, 
the Bankruptcy Bar Association of the Southern District of Florida, the Southwest Florida Bank-
ruptcy Professionals Association and the San Diego Bankruptcy Forum. He also guest lectures at the 
University of Florida College of Law and Stetson University College of Law, both in the advanced 
bankruptcy courses. Additionally, Mr. Berman serves as the Judge Advocate and Parliamentarian 
to the Coronado Yacht Club in Coronado, Calif., and volunteers in providing pro bono bankruptcy 
and insolvency services and training for U.S. Navy Judge Advocate General officers and staff, along 
with representation of service members and their families in need. He received his B.S. in multina-
tional business operations from Florida State University and his J.D. from the University of Florida 
Levin College of Law.

Hon. Elizabeth E. Brown was named a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge in 2001 for the District of Colo-
rado in Denver and reappointed in 2015. She also served on the Tenth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate 
Panel from 2003-13. Following law school, Judge Brown was in private practice from 1986 through 
2001, primarily in the area of corporate insolvency and restructuring. Immediately prior to joining 
the bench, she was a partner and chair of the bankruptcy department at Holme, Roberts & Owen in 
Denver. Judge Brown is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and was the editor-in-chief 
of the American Bankruptcy Law Journal from 2018-21. In addition, she has served as an adjunct 
professor at both the University of Colorado Law School and the University of Denver Sturm Col-
lege of Law for many years, and she served as judicial chair of ABI’s Rocky Mountain Bankruptcy 
Conference from 2001-15. Judge Brown frequently lectures at regional and national programs of 
various organizations. She also has served on various committees of the National Conference of 
Bankruptcy Judges and the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts. Judge Brown graduated from 
Colorado College with honors and received her J.D. from the University of Colorado Law School 
with honors, where she served as the managing editor of the University of Colorado Law Review.

Kyler K. Burgi is an associate at Davis Graham & Stubbs LLP in Denver, where his practice focuses 
on bankruptcy and creditors’ rights, complex commercial litigation and toxic tort litigation. He has 
a diverse bankruptcy and creditors’ rights practice that spans multiple industries, including oil & 
gas, mining, real estate, retail, tech and recreation. Mr. Burgi currently serves as the co-chair of the 
Colorado Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Subsection, as a member of the Prosper Colorado Leader-
ship Council, and on the associate board of directors for Big Brothers Big Sisters of Colorado. He 
also has been named among the “Ones to Watch” in the area of Commercial Litigation by The Best 
Lawyers in America. Previously, Mr. Burgi clerked for Hon. Philip A. Brimmer of the U.S. District 
Court for the District of Colorado. He received his J.D. from the University of Denver Sturm Col-
lege of Law, where he graduated first in his class. While in law school, he competed nationally as a 
member of the Sturm College of Law’s ABA-NTC National Trial Team, served as an editor of the 
Denver University Law Review, and interned for the U.S. Attorney’s Office. Prior to law school, Mr. 
Burgi worked as a television news reporter.

Deborah Chandler is a partner with Anderson & Karrenberg in Salt Lake City and currently serves 
as the firm’s president. She represents debtors, creditors and trustees in all aspects of title 11 work, 
including subchapter V cases. Ms. Chandler is frequently called upon to represent defendants in 
various adversary proceedings, including avoidance actions and nondischargeability proceedings. In 
addition to successfully reorganizing companies in chapter 11, she has also represented debtors in 
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private restructurings and state court dissolution proceedings. Ms. Chandler has represented receiv-
ers and defended actions brought by receivers. In addition to her bankruptcy practice, she maintains 
a diverse commercial and civil litigation practice. One of her specialties is probate litigation, in-
cluding both guardianships and conservatorships. Ms. Chandler has been selected by her peers as a 
member of Utah’s Legal Elite since 2017. She received two B.S. degrees cum laude, in finance and 
marketing, in 2004 from the University of Utah and her J.D. in 2008 from the University of Utah 
S.J. Quinney College of Law, where she received the CALI Award for highest grade in Intellectual 
Property and the College of Law Award for second-highest grade in Corporate Finance.

Brent R. Cohen is a partner with Lewis Roca Rothgerber Christie LLP in Denver and a senior 
member of the firm’s Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights Practice Group. He is experienced in a wide 
variety of bankruptcy and insolvency matters throughout the U.S., and his practice includes the 
representation of debtors, creditors and trustees in bankruptcy and insolvency proceedings, as well 
as workouts and restructurings outside of court. Mr. Cohen regularly provides bankruptcy advice in 
conjunction with a variety of complex commercial transactions and has participated in some of the 
more significant bankruptcy litigation in the Rocky Mountain area. He has also had involvement in 
oil and gas, debtor/creditor and commercial litigation. Mr. Cohen is admitted to the Bars of Wyo-
ming and Colorado. He previously served on the board of directors of the Faculty of Federal Advo-
cates, which in 2004 presented him with the Donald C. Cordova Distinguished Service Award, and 
as co-chair of ABI’s Unsecured Trade Creditors Committee. Mr. Cohen has been listed in The Best 
Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law 
(2022), Chambers USA for Bankruptcy/Restructuring (2021), Colorado Super Lawyers for Bank-
ruptcy, Business Litigation (2006-20) and 5280 magazine’s “Top Lawyers” List (2020). He received 
his B.S. magna cum laude from the University of Colorado College of Business and Administration 
in 1978 and his J.D. in 1981 from the University of Colorado Law School.

Matthew H. Connors, ASA, CPA, ABV, CFE is a managing member at Rocky Mountain Advisory, 
LLC in Salt Lake City and leads the firm’s business and intellectual property valuation practice. His 
expertise includes expert witness services in complex commercial litigation disputes and valuing 
equity securities in and outside of litigation disputes. Mr. Connors has testified in federal and state 
courts multiple times. He is an expert in calculating economic damages, business valuation, intel-
lectual property valuation, intangible asset valuation and damages related to such intangible assets. 
Mr. Connors has expertise in preparing and rebutting expert opinions in the above areas. His prac-
tice also includes the valuation of intangible assets, intellectual property and goodwill for purposes 
of post-transaction financial reporting. Mr. Connors has experience investigating fraud schemes of 
various types and has spent significant time investigating alleged fraud schemes including Ponzi 
schemes, misappropriation of assets, Foreign Corrupt Practices Act investigations, and evaluating 
business solvency. He received a B.S. in accounting and a B.S. in information systems, both magna 
cum laude, and his M.B.A. from the University of Utah.

Shelly L. Cuff, CPA is a director in Development Specialists, Inc.’s Los Angeles office and has 12 
years of experience in insolvency, restructuring and operational services. She has worked on various 
bankruptcy and distressed corporate matters, including debtor and creditors’ committee advisory 
engagements, and has provided valuation, insolvency analyses and forensic accounting services 
related to litigation. Ms. Cuff’s experience includes static pool analyses to evaluate portfolio col-
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lections, preparing integrated financial models, addressing operational issues, facilitating sale pro-
cesses, facilitating wind-down scenarios involving the liquidation of assets, cash-flow forecasting, 
fund-tracing analyses, claims resolution and pursuing causes of action. She received her B.B.A. in 
finance from The College of William and Mary.

Brad E. Dempsey is a partner with Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP in Denver and helps finan-
cial institutions and other organizations resolve high-stakes disputes. An experienced trial lawyer 
and leader of the firm’s Colorado finance and restructuring litigation team, he focuses on bank liti-
gation, bankruptcy litigation (contested matters and adversary proceedings), receiverships, negotia-
tion of workout, forbearance and restructuring agreements, real property and Article 9 foreclosures, 
FDIC and bank failure matters, real estate litigation, appeals and other complex financial matters. 
Mr. Dempsey has handled numerous cases before state, federal, bankruptcy and appellate courts, 
and has represented creditors in complex bankruptcy cases throughout the U.S. He also represents 
clients involved in complex disputes and litigation involving homeowners associations and Colo-
rado’s Common Interest Ownership Act (CCIOA). Mr. Dempsey participated in the enactment of 
Colorado’s recent HOA reform legislation and has developed significant knowledge and skill in 
HOA governance, management and CCIOA compliance through a decade of service to complex 
residential and resort communities in Jefferson County, Summit County and Eagle County. He also 
has experience working with domestic and international clients operating in the wine industry. Mr. 
Dempsey is admitted to practice before the U.S. District Court for the District of Colorado, the 
Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals and the U.S. Supreme Court. He received his B.A. in 1995 from the 
University of Colorado Boulder and his J.D. in 1998 from the University of Colorado Law School.

Mark Dennis, CPA, CFF is a partner with SL Biggs, A Division of SingerLewak, in Denver and 
has public accounting experience providing tax consulting, compliance and preparation services to 
individuals, partnerships and corporate entities. He also has specialized experience in the areas of 
insolvency, bankruptcy and litigation support. Mr. Dennis is regularly retained by trustees, attorneys 
and debtors to handle the financial aspects of chapter 7, 11 and 13 bankruptcy estates. He assists with 
asset administration, the preparation of monthly operating reports, tax forecasting and preparation, 
chapter 11 debtor-in-possession reorganizations, and court-reporting compliance. Mr. Dennis’s ex-
perience in matters of forensic accounting and litigation support includes records reconstruction and 
tracing of funds to identify recoverable assets, including fraudulent and/or preferential conveyance 
transactions, liquidation and insolvency analyses, claims analysis and preparation of evidentiary 
schedules and reports. He has been admitted and has testified as an expert in the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court and has been appointed by the U.S. Department of Justice as a subchapter V trustee for Region 
19 (Colorado and Wyoming). Mr. Dennis is the former president of Dennis & Company, PC, which 
combined its practice with SLBiggs in June 2020. He is a member of the Colorado Society of CPAs, 
the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, ABI, the National Association of Bankruptcy 
Trustees and the Turnaround Management Association. Mr. Dennis received his B.A. in economics 
from Cornell University in 1992 and his M.B.A. from London Business School in 1999.

Jonathan Dickey is a partner with Kutner Brinen Dickey Riley, P.C. in Denver and has specialized 
in the practice of bankruptcy law for over a decade. He represents chapter 11 debtors — both indi-
vidual and corporate — and has guided many parties through the chapter 11 process to plan confir-
mation. In addition, Mr. Dickey has experience representing chapter 7 trustees and creditors across 
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all chapters of the Bankruptcy Code. Prior to moving to Colorado in 2014, he practiced bankruptcy 
law in Indianapolis and was a frequent speaker on bankruptcy issues for the National Business Insti-
tute. Mr. Dickey received his B.S. in finance as a Chancellor’s Scholar in 2005 from the University 
of Illinois, and his J.D. in 2008 from the University of Illinois College of Law, where he was a notes 
editor for the Journal of Law, Technology and Policy.

Elizabeth German is the lead attorney for the Robinson & Henry, P.C.’s Bankruptcy and Debt 
Problems practice in Castle Rock, Colo. She has extensive knowledge and experience regarding 
consumer rights protection in the areas of credit repair, Fair Debt Collection Practices Act violations 
and foreclosure defense. Ms. German has litigated matters in federal and state court, and has reached 
successful outcomes in multiple adversary cases within the bankruptcy court protecting the rights of 
debtors against their creditors. She received her B.A. from Indiana University Bloomington and her 
J.D. from the University of Illinois Chicago John Marshall Law School.

Adam M. Goodman is a standing chapter 13 trustee for the Districts of Colorado and Wyoming in 
Denver. He was appointed in Colorado on Oct. 1, 2017, and in Wyoming on Oct. 1, 2018. From Jan. 
1, 2003, to Sep. 30, 2017, he was a standing chapter 13 trustee for the Northern District of Georgia. 
Mr. Goodman is a member of the State Bar of Georgia and The Florida Bar. He began his legal ca-
reer representing consumer and business debtors in Tampa, Fla., then migrated to representing lend-
ing institutions and mortgage-holders in foreclosure and bankruptcy matters throughout the State 
of Florida. Mr. Goodman continued his creditors’ rights practice in bankruptcy and problem loan 
workouts on a nationwide basis with a law firm in Atlanta. Prior to his appointment, he served as a 
staff attorney for a chapter 13 trustee. Mr. Goodman is a frequent speaker locally and nationally on 
chapter 13 topics and is a co-author of Thomson Reuters’ Chapter 13 Practice and Procedure. He 
received his B.S. in 1990 from Florida State University and his J.D. in 1993 from Southern Texas 
College of Law.

Prof. Brook E. Gotberg is a professor of law at Brigham Young University J. Reuben Clark Law 
School in Provo, Utah, where she teaches bankruptcy, contracts, secured transactions and other com-
mercial law subjects. Her scholarship focuses primarily on debtor and creditor relations, both in and 
out of bankruptcy. Prof. Gotberg has published articles on the impact of bankruptcy provisions on 
small and medium-sized enterprises, the treatment of preferential transfers in the Bankruptcy Code, 
and more generally on the laws and policies shaping business reorganization in the U.S. She also has 
presented extensively on current developments in bankruptcy law. Prior to joining the law faculty in 
2020, Prof. Gotberg was a tenured professor for the University of Missouri Law School in Colum-
bia, Mo. She also practiced commercial law with Sullivan & Cromwell in Los Angeles and litigated 
a variety of cases, from large antitrust suits to minor contract disputes, representing both debtors 
and creditors in bankruptcy court. Prof. Gotberg is a former clerk for Hon. Milan D. Smith Jr. on 
the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals and Hon. Thomas B. Donovan in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for 
the Central District of California. She has been published in the ABI Law Review and is a 2019 ABI 
“40 Under 40” honoree. Prof. Gotberg received her B.A. magna cum laude in political science from 
Brigham Young University and her J.D. cum laude from Harvard Law School.

George B. Hofmann is a shareholder with Cohne Kinghorn, P.C. in Salt Lake City, where his 
practice encompasses all aspects of the debtor/creditor relationship with a focus on bankruptcy law. 



2022 ROCKY MOUNTAIN BANKRUPTCY CONFERENCE

664

He has represented debtors, creditors, trustees, committees, bondholders, indenture trustees, and a 
variety of other parties with interest in bankruptcy proceedings, and was appointed to the panel of 
chapter 7 trustees for the District of Utah in March 2011. Mr. Hofmann’s bankruptcy experience 
includes plan confirmation and objections to confirmation, asset sales, avoidance litigation, claims 
litigation and executory contract disputes. In addition to his bankruptcy practice, he has prosecuted 
and defended lender-liability litigation, and has represented lenders and borrowers in loan docu-
mentation from origination through workout. Mr. Hofmann is admitted to practice in Utah, New 
York, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and the U.S. District Courts for the Districts of Utah and 
Massachusetts, and the Northern, Southern and Western Districts of New York. He is listed in The 
Best Lawyers in America in the category of bankruptcy and creditor/debtor rights law, is AV-rated by 
Martindale-Hubbell, and has been included in “Utah’s Legal Elite” in the area of bankruptcy/work-
out by Utah Business magazine. He is also listed in Mountain States Super Lawyers for Bankruptcy 
& Creditor/Debtor rights, which also selected him as one of the top 100 lawyers in all practice areas 
in Utah, Nevada, Montana, Idaho and Wyoming. Mr. Hofmann received his B.S. from the University 
of Utah and his J.D. from the University of Utah College of Law, where he was a member of the 
Order of the Coif and served on the Utah Law Review.

William W. Kannel is chair of Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky & Popeo, P.C.’s Bankruptcy & 
Restructuring Practice in Boston, where he focuses his practice primarily on commercial law and 
litigation, workouts, and corporate and municipal restructurings. He has represented various institu-
tional lenders, indenture trustees, bondholders, and other creditors, debtors and trustees in all man-
ner of insolvency proceedings in courts throughout the U.S. His industry experience encompasses 
municipalities, airlines, hospitals and other health care facilities, retail, telecom, energy and clean 
tech, waste disposal, military housing, hotels and educational institutions. Mr. Kannel has experi-
ence in all phases of bankruptcy litigation, practice and case management from both the debtor’s 
and creditor’s perspective, including relief from stay, adequate protection, valuation, preference, 
fraudulent transfer, subordination, competing plan and appellate litigation. One of his specialty areas 
is in negotiating sales of troubled companies and assets, both in and out of bankruptcy. His practice 
also includes addressing bankruptcy and documentation issues in securitizations, receivable sales, 
bond transactions, and structured financings generally. Mr. Kannel is active in the American Col-
lege of Bankruptcy, ABI and the Turnaround Management Association, and he frequently lectures 
and writes on insolvency issues in front of these groups and numerous other bar, trade and industry 
groups, including the National Federation of Municipal Analysts and its constituent societies and 
the Municipal Bond Buyers Conference. Mr. Kannel served as editor-in-chief of the first edition of 
ABI’s Health Care Insolvency Manual and is a former co-chair of ABI’s Health Care Insolvency 
Committee. He received his B.A. in 1981 from Wesleyan University and his J.D. in 1985 from Bos-
ton University.

Penrod W. Keith is a shareholder with Dentons in Salt Lake City is the current chair of its Restruc-
turing, Insolvency and Bankruptcy group. He focuses on representing creditors and debtors in bank-
ruptcy cases, as well as bankruptcy-related litigation. He also represents clients in alternative debtor/
creditor arrangements such as state and federal receiverships, assignments for benefit of creditors, 
state law dissolutions and forbearance agreements. Mr. Keith’s past representations include advis-
ing clients and fiduciaries, including trustees, debtors and committee members with respect to their 
rights, duties and obligations in bankruptcy and receivership cases and proceedings. He has advised 
clients on the interactions of tax law, environmental law and other laws with federal bankruptcy law, 
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representing clients in identifying tortious behavior in entities involved in restructuring or dissolu-
tion proceedings and advising clients with respect to sales transactions. Mr. Keith has been active 
in the bankruptcy community and in continuing legal education forums, including at various times 
serving as the chair of the Utah State Bankruptcy section, working as a contributing author and 
researcher on the Collier’s bankruptcy treatises, and participating with the Practicing Law Insti-
tute and ABI as a lecturer and committee member on various task forces and presentations. He has 
represented trustees and debtors in all aspects of bankruptcy cases, including litigation, sale proce-
dures, environmental issues and claims, tax issues and appeals in bankruptcy matters, privacy advice 
and privacy ombudsmen, and Ponzi scheme identification and prosecutions, including multiple case 
consolidations litigation. He has successfully defended clients in preference and fraudulent transfer 
litigation. He also has provided advice on maximizing returns to creditors in such cases. Mr. Keith’s 
clients have included those involved in mining and oil and gas cases, real-estate specific representa-
tions including the impact of federal law on leases, steel production and fabrication industries, mass-
tort cases, financial and insurance restructurings, and health care cases He has been listed in The Best 
Lawyers in America and Super Lawyers, and he is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell. He 
also is chair of the Utah State Bar’s Bankruptcy Section. Mr. Keith received his B.A. in 1983 from 
Brigham Young University and his J.D. magna cum laude in 1986 from Brigham Young University’s 
J. Reuben Clark Law School.

Elaina M. Maragakis, CIPP is a shareholder and director in Ray Quinney & Nebeker’s litigation 
section in Salt Lake City, where her practice focuses on complex commercial litigation. She has tried 
a significant number of cases, and has experience managing complex disputes through trial. Ms. 
Maragakis has represented numerous companies in connection with contract and business disputes, 
including class actions. She has also represented a number of health care entities, including nursing 
homes and hospitals, in both litigation, HIPAA analysis and medical staffing issues. Ms. Maragakis 
serves as a member of the firm’s Executive Committee and chairs the firm’s Cybersecurity and Pri-
vacy practice group. She is a Certified Information Privacy Professional/US (CIPP/US), a certifica-
tion offered by the International Association of Privacy Professionals, and she assists clients in all 
aspects of legal compliance with data security laws, including helping companies minimize their 
risks by preparing Information Security Policies, including Data Breach Response Plans and Em-
ployee Data Security Policies. In the event of a breach, she assists with managing a company’s com-
pliance with breach notification laws. She has given presentations to various groups on the issue of 
data security across the State of Utah, and has written extensively on the subject. Ms. Maragakis has 
been selected as one of The Best Lawyers in America for 2021 in Commercial Litigation and has also 
been selected by her peers throughout the state as one of Utah’s “Legal Elite,” as published in Utah 
Business Magazine (2005-07, 2009-15, 2017-20). She also was selected for inclusion in Mountain 
States Super Lawyers “Top 50 Women” (2021-22) and in the category of Business Litigation (2007, 
2012-22), and she was selected by Best Lawyers Business Edition Women in the Law in 2016 for 
Commercial Litigation. Ms. Maragakis is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell. She received 
her B.S. magna cum laude in political science from the University of Utah and her J.D. from the 
University of Utah S.J. Quinney College of Law. She also holds an undergraduate certificate from 
the University of Utah in public administration.

David M. Miller is a partner with Spencer Fane LLP in Denver, where he works closely with indi-
viduals and companies, providing guidance and counsel in all aspects of bankruptcy law and com-
mercial litigation. He previously clerked for two bankruptcy judges early in his career. Mr. Miller 
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lectures frequently on bankruptcy topics throughout Colorado and Wyoming. He is a member of the 
Bankruptcy Subcommittee of the Colorado Bar Association, ABI and the Faculty of Federal Advo-
cates, and he is a former panel member of the Chapter 7 Trustees for the District of Colorado from 
1996-2002. In addition, he previously served as a staff attorney for the Standing Chapter 13 Trustee 
for the District of Colorado from 1989-90. Mr. Miller has been listed in Colorado Super Lawyers for 
Bankruptcy and in Law Week Colorado’s Barrister’s Best: 2016 People’s Choice for Best Bankrupt-
cy Attorney. Mr. Miller received his B.A. in 1985 from the State University of New York at Buffalo 
and his J.D. in 1988 from the University of Denver.

Sherilyn A. Olsen is a partner with Holland & Hart LLP in Salt Lake City, where her practice is 
concentrated in bankruptcy, creditors’ rights and commercial litigation. She represents various par-
ties including secured creditors, unsecured creditors, committees of unsecured creditors, and trustees 
in chapter 7, 11 and 13 bankruptcy cases. In bankruptcy court, Ms. Olsen prosecutes and defends 
relief-from-stay motions, cash-collateral motions, claim objections, motions to dismiss, preference 
and fraudulent transfer actions, lien-avoidance actions, nondischargeability claims and plan confir-
mation matters. She advises lenders and borrowers regarding loan workouts and restructuring, loan 
modifications, collection procedures, and bankruptcy law and procedure. She also assists lenders in 
seeking the appointment of receivers to protect assets and to operate businesses pending foreclosure. 
In state and federal courts, Ms. Olsen represents clients throughout the litigation process, including 
managing discovery, defending and taking depositions, drafting and arguing motions for summary 
judgment  pursuing and defending motions for temporary restraining orders and preliminary injunc-
tions, chairing trials and pursuing the collection of judgments. She was recognized in Forty Under 
40 in Utah Business Magazine for 2014 and has been identified in Mountain States Super Lawyers as 
a “Rising Star” in the category of Bankruptcy: Business and Bankruptcy & Creditor/Debtor Rights 
from 2008-12. She also has been voted by her peers as one of Utah’s “Legal Elite” in Utah Business 
Magazine from 2007-18. Ms. Olsen received her B.A. in political science in 1998 from Brigham 
Young University and her J.D. magna cum laude in 2002 from Brigham Young University’s J. Reu-
ben Clark Law School, where she served on the BYU Law Review.

Aram Ordubegian is a partner with Arent Fox LLP in Los Angeles and chairs the firm’s Cannabis 
Industry Practice Group. He also is West Coast Team Leader of the firm’s Bankruptcy and Finan-
cial Restructuring Group. Mr. Ordubegian has broad-based reorganization and bankruptcy litigation 
and appellate experience in a wide area of insolvency matters from various perspectives, including 
representation of businesses and high-net-worth individuals facing financial distress, purchasers of 
assets, individual and corporate creditors, creditors’ committees, trustees, and parties to out-of-court 
workout transactions with debtors before, during and after bankruptcies. He has advised businesses 
in connection with debt-restructuring, securitization, trust formation, acquisitions, divestitures and 
wind-downs in connection with financially distressed assets, and he has advised corporations, lim-
ited liability companies and partnerships on creditors’ rights, governance and control issues. Mr. 
Ordubegian has represented a variety of high-income individuals, including business executives and 
insiders of insolvent corporations, real estate developers, physicians, and entertainment and sports 
industry members, in their pre-bankruptcy workout negotiations with creditors. Prior to joining Ar-
ent Fox, he was a partner at the bankruptcy boutique firm of Weinstein, Weiss & Ordubegian, LLP in 
Los Angeles, where he had practiced since 2000. From 1996-2000, he was an associate at Shapiro & 
Miles LLP (now Miles & Bauer LLP) of Costa Mesa, Calif., where he represented primarily secured 
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creditors in bankruptcy cases. Mr. Ordubegian received his B.A. from California State University at 
Northridge and his J.D. from Loyola Law School.

Michael J. Pankow is a shareholder in the Denver office of Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP 
and has 30 years of corporate restructuring and chapter 11 experience. He provides structural advice 
regarding mergers and acquisitions and the issuing and review of nonconsolidation opinions in struc-
tured finance transactions. He also advises boards of directors considering business reorganization or 
distressed-asset acquisition on their duties and options to allow for informed decision-making. Mr. 
Pankow is a member of ABI, the Colorado Bar Association, the Nebraska State Bar Association and 
the Turnaround Management Association. He has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America from 
2010-22, in Chambers USA for 2021, and as one of 5280 magazine’s Top Lawyers for Bankruptcy 
for 2015-20 and 2022. Mr. Pankow received his B.S.B.A. cum laude in 1987 from Creighton Uni-
versity and his J.D. magna cum laude in 1989 from Creighton University School of Law.

Hon. Cathleen D. Parker is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge in the District of Wyoming in Cheyenne, ap-
pointed in June 2015, and served as Chief Judge. Prior to her appointment, she was an attorney with 
the Wyoming Attorney General’s Office for 16 years. She primarily represented the Wyoming De-
partments of Revenue and Audit in front of administrative tribunals, the Wyoming State Courts and 
the Wyoming Supreme Court. At the time of her appointment, she was the supervisor of the Revenue 
Section of the Civil Division and was the head of the Attorney General’s Bankruptcy Unit. Prior to 
joining the Office of the Attorney General, Judge Parker worked as an attorney in private practice in 
Colorado handling both civil and criminal matters. She received her J.D. in 1998 from the University 
of Wyoming School of Law and received the ABI Medal of Excellence.

Prof. Nancy B. Rapoport is the Garman Turner Gordon Professor of Law at the William S. Boyd 
School of Law, University of Nevada, Las Vegas, and an Affiliate Professor of Business Law and 
Ethics in the Lee Business School at UNLV. Her specialties are bankruptcy ethics, ethics in gover-
nance, law firm behavior, and the depiction of lawyers in popular culture. Previously, she clerked for 
Hon. Joseph T. Sneed III on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit following law school, 
then practiced primarily bankruptcy law with Morrison & Foerster in San Francisco from 1986-91. 
Prof. Rapoport started her academic career at The Ohio State University College of Law in 1991, and 
she moved from assistant professor to associate professor with tenure in 1995 to associate dean for 
Student Affairs (1996) and professor (1998), just as she left Ohio State to become dean and professor 
of law at the University of Nebraska College of Law from 1998-2000. She then served as dean and 
professor of law at the University of Houston Law Center from July 2000-May 2006 and as profes-
sor of law from June 2006-June 2007, when she left to join the faculty at Boyd. She served as interim 
dean of Boyd from 2012-13, as senior advisor to the president of UNLV from 2014-15, as acting 
executive vice president and provost from 2015-16, as acting senior vice president for Finance and 
Business (for July and August 2017), and as special counsel to the president from May 2016-June 
2018. Prof. Rapoport is admitted to the bars of the states of California, Ohio, Nebraska, Texas and 
Nevada and of the U.S. Supreme Court. In 2001, she was elected to membership in the American 
Law Institute, and in 2002, she received a Distinguished Alumna Award from Rice University. In 
2017, she was inducted into Phi Kappa Phi (Chapter 100). She is a Fellow of the American Bar 
Foundation and of the American College of Bankruptcy. In 2009, the Association of Media and En-
tertainment Counsel presented her with the Public Service Counsel Award at the 4th Annual Counsel 
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of the Year Awards. In 2017, she received the Commercial Law League of America’s Lawrence P. 
King Award for Excellence in Bankruptcy, and in 2018, she was one of the recipients of the NAACP 
Legacy Builder Awards (Las Vegas Branch #1111). She has served as the fee examiner or as chair of 
the fee review committee in such large bankruptcy cases as Zetta Jet, Toys ’R Us, Caesars, Station 
Casinos, Pilgrim’s Pride and Mirant. Prof. Rapoport appeared in the Academy Award®-nominated 
movie Enron: The Smartest Guys in the Room (Magnolia Pictures 2005) as herself. She received 
her B.A. summa cum laude from Rice University in 1982 and her J.D. from Stanford Law School in 
1985.

Keri L. Riley is a partner with Kutner Brinen Dickey Riley, P.C. in Denver, where she focuses pri-
marily in the areas of bankruptcy and insolvency law. She has represented debtors and creditors in all 
aspects of bankruptcy cases, including complex chapter 11 reorganizations and liquidations, chapter 
7 cases, adversary proceedings, and appeals to the Tenth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel and 
Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals. Prior to joining the firm, Ms. Riley clerked for the Colorado Attor-
ney General’s Office, where she worked with the Consumer Protection Services Department, advo-
cating for the rights of consumers who were subjected to illegal business practices. Her commitment 
to her clients has continued to earn her recognition in the legal community following graduation, 
and she has been selected as a “Rising Star” by Super Lawyers every year since 2018. In addition, 
she has been active in helping the survivors of human trafficking rebuild their financial lives through 
her continued pro bono work with the Alliance to Lead Impact in Global Human Trafficking. Ms. 
Riley received her J.D. with honors from the University of Denver, Sturm College of Law and was 
a member of the DU National Trial Team and ABA Appellate Advocacy Team, where she won mul-
tiple awards for her advocacy skills.

William J. Rochelle, III is ABI’s editor-at-large, based in New York. He joined ABI in 2015 and 
writes every day on developments in consumer and reorganization law. For the prior nine years, 
Mr. Rochelle was the bankruptcy columnist for Bloomberg News. Before turning to journalism, 
he practiced bankruptcy law for 35 years, including 17 years as a partner in the New York office of 
Fulbright & Jaworski LLP. In addition to writing, Mr. Rochelle travels the country for ABI, speaking 
to bar groups and professional organizations on hot topics in the turnaround community and trends 
in consumer bankruptcies. He earned his undergraduate and law degrees from Columbia University, 
where he was a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar.

Hon. Michael E. Romero is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge in the District of Colorado in Denver, ini-
tially appointed in 2003 and appointed Chief Judge from July 2014-June 2021. He is also one of the 
nine judges serving on the Tenth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel, and also serves as its Chief 
Judge. Since becoming a judge, Judge Romero has served on numerous committees and advisory 
groups for the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts, is the past chair of the Bankruptcy Judges 
Advisory Group and has served as the sole bankruptcy court representative/observer to the Judicial 
Conference of the United States, the governing body for the federal judiciary. He recently completed 
his term as the president of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and actively participates 
in several of its committees. He also serves on the Executive Board of Our Courts, a joint activity 
between the Colorado Judicial Institute and the Colorado Bar Association that provides programs 
to further public understanding of the federal and state court systems. Judge Romero is a member 
of the Colorado Bar Association, ABI, the Historical Society of the Tenth Circuit and the Colorado 
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Hispanic Bar Association. He received his undergraduate degree in economics and political science 
from Denver University in 1977 and his J.D. from the University of Michigan in 1980.

Hon. Joseph G. Rosania, Jr. is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Colorado in Denver. 
Previously, he was a shareholder of Connolly, Rosania & Lofstedt, P.C. (CR&L), where he focused 
onn bankruptcy-related litigation, and clerked for Hon. Jay L. Gueck, former U.S. Bankruptcy Judge 
for the District of Colorado. He also ran a successful solo law practice concentrating on bankruptcy 
and related litigation. Judge Rosania was a member of the Panel of Private Trustees for the District 
of Colorado from 1985-2015. He also served as a chapter 7 and 11 trustee, an examiner in three cases 
including a securities fraud case, and as counsel to unsecured creditors’ committees in several cases, 
and he represented chapter 11 debtors. A frequent speaker, Judge Rosania has taught business law 
classes at the University of Colorado and Colorado State University. He received his J.D. in from the 
University of Colorado School of Law, where he was in the top 20 percent of his class.

Tara G. Salinas is the founder and managing attorney of Salinas Law Group LLC in Denver, and 
her practice focuses on consumer chapter 7 and 13 bankruptcy and litigation, as well as student loan 
law. She founded her law firm in 2003 and has handled hundreds of personal and business bankrupt-
cy cases since then. In 2018, Ms. Salinas expanded the practice to include litigation and settlement 
of private student loans, as well as providing assistance to distressed federal student loan borrowers. 
She is a frequent speaker at local, regional, national and international bankruptcy programs, includ-
ing being a speaker at the ABI’s Rocky Mountain Conference in 2022, 2020, 2015, 2014, 2012 and 
2009 and a contributor to the Central and Eastern European Law Institute’s program on International 
Models of Insolvency in 2020, 2018 and 2017. Active in her local bankruptcy bar, Ms. Salinas has 
been a member of two judicial selection committees recommending bankruptcy judicial candidates 
to the district court. She also has served on the Colorado Bankruptcy Local Rules Standing Com-
mittee since 2010 and sponsors and manages the Debtors’ Counsel Listserv for Colorado consumer 
debtor lawyers. Ms. Salinas received her B.A. in history from Colorado State University and her J.D. 
from the University of Colorado School of Law.

Jennifer M. Salisbury is a partner with the law firm of Markus Williams Young & Hunsicker, 
LLC in Denver, where she concentrates her practice in commercial litigation and the enforcement 
of creditors’ rights in bankruptcy and insolvency proceedings. She has represented secured credi-
tors, unsecured creditors, official committees and trustees in all aspects of bankruptcy, including 
relief-from-stay proceedings, cash-collateral disputes, plan negotiations and avoidance actions. Ms. 
Salisbury represents lenders in all aspects of state collection proceedings, including receiverships, 
foreclosures and replevins. She also litigates a full spectrum of commercial and business disputes, 
including those arising from partnership agreements, intercreditor agreements, shareholder agree-
ments, landlord/tenant leases, loan agreements, equipment leases, insurance agreements and deeds 
of trust. Ms. Salisbury is licensed to practice in Colorado, Wyoming and Texas. She received her 
undergraduate degree from Rice University and her J.D. in 1998 from Columbia University School 
of Law.

Amalia Y. Sax-Bolder is an associate with Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP in Denver and 
has experience representing clients in a variety of distressed situations. She has experience nego-
tiating reorganization plans, structuring chapter 11 DIP and exit financings, drafting out-of-court 
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settlement documents and bankruptcy court pleadings, and litigating contested matters in bank-
ruptcy proceedings. Ms. Sax-Bolder has represented government entities, debtors, lenders, strategic 
investors, and secured and unsecured creditors. She also is involved in structuring deals to avoid or 
minimize the risks of bankruptcy. Prior to joining Brownstein, Ms. Sax-Bolder was an associate at 
an international law firm in New York. While in law school, Amalia was the managing editor of the 
Denver University Law Review and served as a judicial intern for Chief Judge Michael Martinez of 
Colorado’s Second Judicial District. Ms. Sax-Bolder is admitted to practice in Colorado and New 
York, and before the U.S. District Court for the District of Colorado. She received her B.A. in 2008 
from Vassar College, her J.D. in 2013 from the Univeristy of Denver Sturm College of Law and her 
LL.M. in 2014 from New York University School of Law.

Craig K. Schuenemann is an associate with Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP in Denver, where 
he represents national banks, real estate investment entities, energy companies and corporations in 
proceedings before federal bankruptcy courts. He specializes in representing secured creditors in all 
facets of the bankruptcy process. He also routinely appears on behalf of unsecured creditors, com-
mittees and foreign trustees and has achieved victories for several clients in adversary proceedings 
brought by chapter 7 and 13 trustees. In concert with his bankruptcy practice, Mr. Schuenemann 
often counsels clients on receiverships, workouts and distressed transactions, and he represents com-
mercial clients in the complex litigation of tort, breach-of-contract and construction actions. He 
also has experience with a variety of financial services litigation matters, including the recovery of 
collateral, enforcement of guarantees and defense of wrongful foreclosure claims. Before attending 
law school, Mr. Schuenemann was an active duty military officer in the U.S. Navy and deployed 
overseas as a helicopter pilot several times, including an eight-month deployment to support combat 
operations in Iraq. While attending law school, Mr. Schuenemann continued his service as an active 
duty naval officer at the Pentagon, where he served as the military assistant to the General Counsel of 
the Navy. Mr. Schuenemann has devoted significant time to pro bono representation of low-income 
and veteran clients. Prior to joining the firm, he clerked for Hon. Charles Weller in Nevada’s Second 
Judicial District from 2008-09. Mr. Schuenemann received his B.S. in 1999 from the U.S. Naval 
Academy and his J.D. in 2008 from The George Washington University.

Michael L. Schuster is an associate with Ballard Spahr LLP in Denver in the firm’s Litigation 
Department, where he focuses his practice on bankruptcy and restructuring matters. He has repre-
sented clients in all phases of insolvency, debt-restructuring, reorganization and liquidation matters, 
including chapter 7, 11 and 13 bankruptcy proceedings, adversary proceedings, assignments for the 
benefit of creditors and out-of-court workouts. Mr. Schuster has been listed as a Super Lawyers “Ris-
ing Star” and a Florida Legal Elite Rising Star, and is rated AV-Preeminent Rated by Martindale-
Hubbell. He received his B.S. cum laude in 2005 from the University of Florida College of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences and his J.D. cum laude in 2008 from the University of Florida Levin College of 
Law, where he was admitted to the Order of the Coif and the Order of Barristers.

Katharine S. Sender is an attorney with the Denver law firm of Cohen & Cohen, P.C. and special-
izes in consumer and business bankruptcies, trustee representation and litigation. She co-chairs the 
International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation’s Mountain/Desert Network. Ms. 
Sender received her B.A. from the University of Denver, her M.B.A from Gonzaga School of Busi-
ness and her J.D. from Gonzaga University Law School.
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Holly R. Shilliday is a managing partner with McCarthy & Holthus, LLP in Centennial, Colo. She 
is a frequent lecturer and author of articles on creditors’ rights issues. Ms. Shilliday serves on the 
board of the Denver Metro Chamber Leadership Foundation and was recently appointed by Gov. 
Hickenlooper to the Council of Advisors on Consumer Credit. She is admitted to practice in all 
courts in Colorado, California and the Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals. Ms. Shilliday received her 
B.A. from the University of Denver and her J.D. from Pepperdine University School of Law. After 
law school, she clerked for Hon. Samuel L. Bufford in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Central 
District of California.

D. Ray Strong, CPA, CIRA, CFE, CFF is a director at Berkeley Research Group, LLC in its Salt 
Lake City office. He provides expert, advisory and fiduciary services involving investigative and fo-
rensic accounting, internal investigations, bankruptcy, receiverships, corporate restructuring and liti-
gation support in regional, national and international matters. Mr. Strong has served as a chapter 11 
trustee, subchapter V trustee, examiner, court-appointed receiver, and in other fiduciary capacities. 
His experience has involved operating and restructuring distressed businesses, asset liquidations, 
bankruptcy plan development and feasibility, investigation of fraud and mismanagement, tracing 
of funds and assets, financial data reconstruction, “big data” analysis and prosecution of avoid-
ance actions. Mr. Strong has taught graduate-level accounting courses at the University of Utah and 
Westminster College of Salt Lake City, and frequently presents on various fraud, insolvency and 
accounting-related topics. He received his B.S. from Westminster College and his M.P.A. from the 
University of Utah.

Timothy M. Swanson is an attorney with Moye White LLP in Denver and focuses primarily on 
commercial bankruptcy, creditors’ rights and commercial litigation. He has experience with chapter 
7 and 11 matters, drafting and arguing a multitude of motions, objections, appellate briefs and other 
pleadings along with handling contested bankruptcy court proceedings and appellate proceedings. 
Mr. Swanson pursues and negotiates a variety of collection, litigation and/or settlement strategies 
with each insolvency matter he handles. He has represented numerous participants in bankruptcy 
proceedings, including secured creditors, trade creditors, landlords, tenants, debtors, creditors’ com-
mittees, trustees, asset-purchasers, equityholders and various other interested parties. Mr. Swanson 
has been named a Rising Star in the areas of creditor/debtor law by Super Lawyers for Illinois, 
Colorado and Kansas/Missouri. He regularly assists lending clients in a variety of matters involving 
workouts, creditors’ rights (foreclosure, guaranty, replevin, etc.) and loan documentation. In addi-
tion, he serves as regional workout counsel to the trustee of a large loan portfolio and as national 
bankruptcy counsel to numerous commercial landlords and property owners. A significant portion 
of Mr. Swanson’s practice focuses on advising strategic asset-purchasers of distressed assets, and 
he has appeared on behalf of clients in distressed situations in Missouri, Illinois, Kansas, New York, 
Delaware, California, Wyoming, Colorado and Wisconsin. He received his B.A. from the University 
of Kansas, his J.D. from the University of Kansas School of Law, and his LL.M. in taxation from 
Northwestern University.

Michael F. Thomson is a shareholder with Greenberg Traurig, LLP, in Salt Lake City, where his 
practice focuses on navigating complex bankruptcy and receivership proceedings, workouts and 
related litigation. He also is a chapter 7 panel trustee and represents creditors, distressed compa-
nies, chapter 7 and 11 trustees, and court-appointed receivers in virtually all aspects of the work-
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out, restructuring and liquidation process, including litigation and appeals. Mr. Thomson has been 
recognized in The Best Lawyers in America (Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency 
and Reorganization Law, and Litigation – Bankruptcy), Super Lawyers magazine, Mountain States 
Super Lawyers (Bankruptcy & Creditor/Debtor Rights) and Utah Business magazine’s “Legal Elite” 
(Bankruptcy/Workout). He also is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell. Mr. Thomson re-
ceived his J.D. from the University of Utah College of Law, where he was an articles editor of the 
Utah Law Review and a William H. Leary Scholar.

Hon. William T. Thurman is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Utah in Salt Lake City, 
appointed in 2001, and served as its chief judge. He also is a member and former chief judge of the 
Tenth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel. Judge Thurman served as a member of the U.S. Judicial 
Conference’s Code of Conduct Committee and as a member of Conference’s Financial Disclosure 
Committee. He has been active in the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, having served on 
its board and chaired several of its committees. He also has been a frequent speaker for and member 
of other national and local organizations focusing on lawyer and judicial education and ethical con-
duct, and he is a Fellow with the American College of Bankruptcy. Prior to his appointment, Judge 
Thurman was in private practice in Salt Lake City with McKay, Burton & Thurman for 27 years, 
where he focused on bankruptcy law and served as a panel chapter 7 trustee. He received both his 
B.A. and J.D. from the University of Utah.

Hon. Kimberley H. Tyson is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Colorado in Denver, 
initially appointed to the bench in May 2017. Previously she was a director of Ireland Stapleton Pry-
or & Pascoe, PC, where her practice focused on bankruptcy and related litigation. She represented 
secured and unsecured creditors, creditors’ committees, trustees and purchasers in bankruptcies, 
as well as clients in contested foreclosure proceedings and lender-liability cases. She also pursued 
hidden or improperly transferred assets. In March 2011, she was appointed to the panel of chapter 
7 trustees by the U.S. Trustee. Ms. Tyson is a former chair of the Colorado Bar Association’s Bank-
ruptcy subcommittee and is a frequent lecturer on bankruptcy issues, co-authors the bankruptcy 
chapter of the Annual Survey of Colorado Law, and has been named in Colorado Super Lawyers. 
She is an active member of ABI, having served on its Rocky Mountain Bankruptcy Conference ad-
visory board since 2003. Ms. Tyson clerked for Hon. John K. Pearson of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court 
for the District of Kansas and Hon. Jerry G. Elliot of the Kansas Court of Appeals. She earned her 
B.A. at Smith College and her J.D. at the University of Kansas School of Law.

David V. Wadsworth is a partner with Wadsworth Garber Warner Conrardy, P.C. in Littleton, Colo., 
where he concentrates in the area of bankruptcy law, with a focus on commercial matters and trustee 
representation. He joined the firm in 2003. In 2009, Mr. Wadsworth was appointed to the panel of 
chapter 7 trustees in Colorado and has overseen thousands of chapter 7 bankruptcy cases, monitoring 
abuse and liquidating assets for creditors. He also represents corporate chapter 11 debtors in pos-
session in matters ranging from simple liquidations to complex reorganizations. Mr. Wadsworth has 
provided counsel in all facets of reorganizations, from pre-filing preparation through plan confirma-
tion. He also represents chapter 7 trustees in commercial matters ranging from single-asset cases to 
complex, multimillion-dollar liquidations, and has represented trustees in a variety of matters in-
cluding preference and fraudulent transfer avoidance and recovery, asset sales, objections to claims 
and exemptions, discharge objections and revocations, relief from stay, property turnover disputes 
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and enforcement actions against bankruptcy petition preparers. In chapter 7 and chapter 11 cases, he 
represents unsecured, secured and priority creditors, as well as consumer and nonconsumer chapter 
7 debtors. Mr. Wadsworth has prosecuted and defended hundreds of adversary proceedings and has 
tried multiple cases before the judges in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Colorado. He 
has also litigated and argued appeals before the Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals, the U.S. District 
Court for the District of Colorado and the Tenth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel. In addition, he 
has participated in the Faculty of Federal Advocates program, providing pro bono representation to 
low-income defendants in adversary proceedings. Previously, Mr. Wadsworth was an associate with 
Wells, Love & Scoby, LLC. He received his J.D. from the University of Colorado School of Law 
in 2001, after which he clerked for Hon. Daniel C. Hale in the Boulder County, Colorado District 
Court.

Steven T. Waterman is a partner with Dorsey & Whitney LLP in Salt Lake City. He focuses on as-
sisting financial institutions with commercial loans and special assets, and his work spans both real 
and personal property collateral. Mr. Waterman has foreclosed on planes, trains and automobiles, 
as well as cattle, crematoriums, country clubs and turkeys. He regularly litigates cases involving 
the Uniform Commercial Code and foreclosure. In addition, he helps protect the interests of banks 
in chapter 11 bankruptcy reorganizations, as well as receivership and insolvency proceedings. Mr. 
Waterman has litigated cases in federal, tribal and state trial and appellate courts for financial in-
stitutions, trustees, receivers, franchisors and creditor committees. His experience includes out-of-
court workouts in numerous industries and agriculture, including cooperatives, and he is currently 
an adjunct professor teaching secured transactions at the J. Reuben Clark Law School at Brigham 
Young University. Mr. Waterman chairs of the Admissions Committee of the Utah State Bar and is 
a former co-chair of Dorsey & Whitney’s Bankruptcy and Financial Restructuring practice group. A 
frequent lecturer, he has been honored in The Best Lawyers in America in bankruptcy and creditor/
debtor rights law and is AV-Peer Review rated by Martindale Hubbell. Mr. Waterman is admitted to 
the Utah and Wyoming Bars, and before the U.S. Supreme Court, the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the 
Eighth and Tenth Circuits, the Courts of the Shoshone and Arapahoe Tribes, and the U.S. District 
Courts for the District of Utah, District of Colorado, District of Wyoming, Northern District of Il-
linois and District of Nebraska. He received his B.S. in business management-finance from Brigham 
Young University and his J.D. from the University of Utah, where he was a William H. Leary scholar.

Jeffrey C. Wisler is a partner with Connolly Gallagher LLP in Wilmington, Del., and represents 
creditors (secured and unsecured), committees, lenders (pre- and post-petition), asset-purchasers, 
and other parties-in-interest in large and complex commercial bankruptcy cases throughout the 
country. He has represented his clients in the courtrooms of more than 30 bankruptcy jurisdictions 
nationwide, and his clients include Fortune 500 companies, closely held businesses, business groups, 
landlords, lenders, employee health care benefit providers, and executives. Mr. Wisler has worked 
on many of the largest and most high-profile commercial bankruptcy cases in the country. Comple-
menting his bankruptcy practice, he has substantial experience litigating commercial cases before 
the Delaware Court of Chancery and all other courts in the State of Delaware. Mr. Wisler has been 
listed in The Best Lawyers in America for bankruptcy and creditor rights, insolvency and reorganiza-
tion law since 2013. He also is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell. Mr. Wisler received his 
B.S. in 1985 from the University of Delaware and his J.D. in 1988 from Rutgers University School 
of Law.
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Anne Zoltani is the staff attorney for the Tenth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel in Denver. She 
is a continuing contributor to the Norton Annual Survey of Bankruptcy Law, the Colorado Lawyer 
and the ABI Journal. Ms. Zoltani received her J.D. from the University of Colorado School of Law 
in 2006.


