
2
0

21

2021 Alexander L. Paskay 
Memorial Virtual Bankruptcy 
Seminar

Faculty Biographies

Faculty Biographies



2021 ALEXANDER L. PASKAY MEMORIAL VIRTUAL BANKRUPTCY SEMINAR

826

Vincent F. Alexander, CFE is a partner in the Fort Lauderdale, Fla., office of Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard 
& Smith LLP and a member of its Bankruptcy & Insolvency and Complex Business & Commercial 
Litigation practices. He has extensive experience in bankruptcy reorganizations and liquidations, out-
of-court restructurings, asset sales, and bankruptcy- and insolvency-related litigation. Mr. Alexander 
regularly represents debtors, equitholders, chapter 7 and liquidating trustees, and unsecured credi-
tors’ committees, as well as other creditors, in bankruptcy proceedings and related litigation. He also 
has experience successfully representing clients in complex litigation matters, including fraud, trade 
secret and restrictive covenants, breach of contract, unfair and deceptive trade practices, fiduciary is-
sues, and sports and entertainment. Before becoming a lawyer, Mr. Alexander was a linebacker in the 
NFL with the New York Jets and Arizona Cardinals, and was a mortgage banker for a large national 
lender. He received his B.A. in economics and commerce in 2003 from the University of Pennsylva-
nia and his J.D. cum laude in 2009 from the University of Miami School of Law.

Paul J. Battista is a founding shareholder with Genovese Joblove & Battista, P.A. in Miami, where 
he specializes in complex commercial bankruptcy, financial restructuring and insolvency matters 
both in and out of court, including related bankruptcy litigation and transactional work. He routinely 
represents chapter 11 debtors in possession (DIPs), creditors’ committees, DIP lenders, purchasers 
of assets and trustees in large and complex restructurings, workouts, and bankruptcy and insolvency 
proceedings. He also has substantial experience in the representation of franchisors in numerous 
franchisee bankruptcies around the country. Mr. Battista has experience in litigating a wide variety 
of bankruptcy-related claims and issues at both the trial and appellate levels, including fraud claims, 
Ponzi schemes, professional negligence, bankruptcy avoidance actions and collection of judgments. 
He also has represented lenders and borrowers in all aspects of secured lending, and his background 
includes the representation of one of the nation’s largest investment banking houses in the secondary 
mortgage market. Mr. Battista is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy. He is AV-rated 
by Martindale-Hubbell and continues each year to be included in The Best Lawyers in America in 
the area of bankruptcy, business reorganizations and creditors’ rights: He was named “Lawyer of the 
Year” for 2012 in Bankruptcy/Creditors’ Rights and again in 2020 for Bankruptcy-Litigation. He also 
was recently ranked as one of only three “Star Individuals” in the State of Florida in the bankruptcy 
field by Chambers & Partners USA, having been previously ranked for several years as a “Band 1” 
Florida bankruptcy attorney. He was named a “Hall of Fame” member by Legal Elite and ranked as 
one of Florida’s top lawyers by Florida Trend, South Florida Legal Guide and Who’s Who Legal. Mr. 
Battista is a member of the Florida, Rhode Island and Massachusetts Bars, the U.S. District Courts 
for the Southern and Middle District of Florida, the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals, and the U.S. 
Supreme Court. He received his B.S. magna cum laude in accounting in 1983 from the University of 
Rhode Island and his J.D. magna cum laude in 1986 from Boston University School of Law.

Mark D. Bloom is a partner with the Restructuring and Insolvency Practice of Baker & McKenzie 
LLP in its Miami office. He has more than 35 year of experience representing clients in a wide array 
of U.S. and cross-border financial restructuring, reorganization and bankruptcy matters. Mr. Bloom 
regularly represents debtors, trustees, secured and unsecured creditors, official committees, and pur-
chasers of troubled companies and their assets, both in and out of bankruptcy court. He chairs the 
American College of Bankruptcy, having been inducted as a Fellow in 1998. For over 15 years, he has 
served the College in a variety of leadership roles, as president, director, vice president and regent. 
Mr. Bloom has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America since 1993, and he is listed in both the 
Florida and national listings of the Chambers USA Guide and in the K&A Restructuring Register of 
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America’s Top 100 Restructuring Professionals. He was inducted into the International Insolvency In-
stitute in 2014, and also has been an active member of INSOL International for 20 years, co-chairing 
its Annual Conference on International Insolvency in 2012. Mr. Bloom has written and published ex-
tensively and lectured on five continents for INSOL, ALI-ABA, the International Section of the New 
York State Bar Association and other organizations, and at the Harvard Business School, on areas of 
interest to insolvency professionals, particularly cross-border recognition and international comity 
and cooperation. He has served on the editorial boards of both INSOL World and the International 
Insolvency Law Review. Mr. Bloom received his B.A. from Yale University in 1975 and his J.D. with 
honors from the University of Maryland in 1979.

Stephen D. Busey is chairman of Smith Hulsey & Busey in Jacksonville, Fla., and heads its Liti-
gation Department. He is a trial lawyer and focuses his practice on complex commercial litigation 
and insolvency matters. Mr. Busey has a successful record in extended jury trials in major business 
disputes. He represents plaintiffs and defendants in contract, business torts and corporate-governance 
disputes. His insolvency experience includes lead representation of debtors and creditors in the chap-
ter 11 reorganizations of publicly held companies. He is also experienced in sports litigation and 
league governance disputes. Mr. Busey was instrumental in drafting uniform anti-corruption rules, 
procedures, penalties and investigative process for each of the governing bodies of professional ten-
nis. He is a former chair of the Special Study Commission of The Florida Bar. During his tenure, the 
commission proposed to the Florida Supreme Court the Rules of Professional Conduct that govern 
all members of The Florida Bar. Mr. Busey has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America, which 
named him “Jacksonville Lawyer of the Year” on four occasions, and he has been named as one of the 
top 100 lawyers in the state of Florida by Florida Super Lawyers. He is also a Fellow of the American 
College of Bankruptcy. Mr. Busey received both his B.S. and J.D. from Stetson University.

Francis L. Carter is a mediator and settlement counselor with Francis L. Carter, P.A. in Miami, and 
has mediated more than 1,000 civil business and bankruptcy cases, including matters arising from 
contract disputes, breach of contract, directors and officers liability, business dissolutions, business 
divorces, partner and shareholder disputes, consumer class actions, construction defects, aviation, 
landlord/tenant disputes, debt-collection, debtor/creditor disputes, lender liability, evictions, tax, bro-
kers’ commissions, legal malpractice, foreclosures, deficiency claims, loan guaranties, international 
(cross-border) business disputes, insurance coverage, and other commercial and financial issues, as 
well as bankruptcy cases involving avoidance claims (voidable preferences, fraudulent transfers and 
Ponzi clawbacks), claims objections, debt-restructurings, objections to plan confirmation, cramdown 
issues, objections to discharge, cross-border bankruptcy issues and professional fee disputes. He is 
also a settlement counselor, serving as an advocate or consultant to assist other counsel in formulat-
ing settlement strategy and conducting settlement negotiations, as well as assisting in preparing for 
and conducting mediation negotiations before other mediators. Mr. Carter is a Fellow of the Ameri-
can College of Bankruptcy and has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy and 
Debtor/Creditor Rights Law since 1991. He is also listed as a Top Lawyer in the South Florida Legal 
Guide and in Florida Trend’s Legal Elite, and is one of a handful of south Florida lawyers recognized 
by the Florida edition of Super Lawyers as a mediator in its Alternative Dispute Resolution category. 
Mr. Carter is a member of the American Bar Association, The Florida Bar (for which he is a former 
chair of the Business Law Section of its Bankruptcy/UCC Committee), and The Bankruptcy Bar As-
sociation of the Southern District of Florida. He also served as a Captain in the U.S. Army. Mr. Carter 
is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell and has been a frequent speaker to real estate, finan-
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cial, business and legal groups. He received his B.A. from the University of Pennsylvania in 1967 and 
his J.D. from the University of Virginia Law School in 1970.

Hon. Jeffery W. Cavender is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Georgia in Atlan-
ta, sworn in on March 2, 2018. Prior to his appointment to the bench, he was a partner in the financial 
restructuring practice of Troutman Sanders LLP, where he primarily represented corporate debtors 
and secured lenders in chapter 11 cases and mortgage servicers in consumer-related litigation and 
bankruptcy matters. Judge Cavender previously was a partner in the bankruptcy group of McKenna 
Long & Aldridge LLP (n/k/a Dentons LLP) and served as the general counsel for a national mortgage 
company. He chaired the Bankruptcy Section for the Atlanta Bar Association from 2017-18 and was a 
member of its board of directors from 2012-18. During Judge Cavender’s tenure as chair, the Atlanta 
Bar Bankruptcy Section was named the national CARE chapter of the year and received the Pro Bono 
Award for Excellence and the Small Section of the Year Award from the Atlanta Bar. He is an active 
member of ABI, having previously served on the advisory committee for its Southeast Bankruptcy 
Workshop. He currently serves as the chair of the Membership Services Committee for the National 
Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and as an adjunct professor at Mercer University School of Law. 
Judge Cavender received his undergraduate degree in history summa cum laude in 1990 from Berry 
College, and his J.D. cum laude from the University of Georgia School of Law in 1993, where he was 
a member of the Georgia Law Review and was inducted into the Order of the Coif.

Jules S. Cohen is a partner in the Bankruptcy and Reorganization group of Akerman LLP in Orlando, 
where he represents banks and other lenders as secured creditors in bankruptcy proceedings in all 
types of businesses. He has represented clients in notable bankruptcy proceedings, including the bil-
lion-dollar chapter 11 Braniff Airlines case, serving as the court-appointed examiner of the Sheraton 
Twin Towers case, and representing a lender group with a $114 million secured claim in the Gencor 
Industries case. In addition, Mr. Cohen represents buyers of assets from bankruptcy cases and defen-
dants in preference suits. In addition to his recognition in Chambers USA, he has been listed in The 
Best Lawyers in America annually since its inception and is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy 
Law by the American Board of Certification. Mr. Cohen is admitted to practice before the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit, the U.S. District Courts for the Middle, Northern and Southern 
Districts of Florida, and the U.S. Supreme Court. He received his B.A. cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa 
from the University of Florida in 1959 and his J.D. in 1962 from Harvard Law School.

Hon. Roberta A. Colton is a bankruptcy judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Middle District 
of Florida in Tampa, the first bankruptcy judge to be appointed under a memorandum of understand-
ing between the Eighth and Eleventh Circuit Courts. She also serves as a member of the mediation 
team involved in the Puerto Rico PROMESA cases. Prior to taking the bench, Judge Colton practiced 
at Trenam Law in Tampa, Fla., where she was a shareholder and a member of the firm’s Executive 
Board. Her practice areas included business reorganization, bankruptcy litigation, foreclosure/lender 
liability, creditors’ committees, bankruptcy trustee representation, commercial litigation and bank-
ruptcy asset sales. Prior to joining Trenam Law, she served as a judicial law clerk for Hon. James C. 
Hill of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit in Atlanta. During her more than 30 years 
in practice, Judge Colton has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy & Creditor-
Debtor Rights, Bet-the-Company Litigation and Bankruptcy Litigation. She was also featured as a 
“Tampa Best Lawyer of the Year” in bankruptcy law. Prior to her appointment, Judge Colton was 
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named one of the top 10 Super Lawyers in Florida from 2011-16. She has served as Eleventh Circuit 
Regent for the American College of Bankruptcy, chair of the Local Rules Committee for the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court of the Middle District of Florida, and chair of the Grievance Committee of the U.S. 
District Court for the Middle District of Florida. She also is the former chair of the Florida Bar Busi-
ness Law Section’s Bankruptcy/UCC Committee, as well as the Tampa Bay Bankruptcy Bar Associa-
tion. Judge Colton has taught numerous CLE programs over the past 20 years, both for the Florida 
Bar and for bankruptcy programs across the country, on topics ranging from specific bankruptcy and 
foreclosure issues, workout issues, mediation, and trial and discovery issues. She received her B.A. 
in commerce with distinction from the University of Virginia in 1979 and her J.D. from William & 
Mary Law School in 1982, where she served on its law review and was a national moot court finalist.

Betsy C. Cox is a shareholder with Rogers Towers, PA in Jacksonville, Fla., where her practice is 
concentrated on bankruptcy, banking and commercial litigation. She has more than 35 years’ experi-
ence in these areas, including representing primarily secured and unsecured creditors in all aspects 
of numerous bankruptcy cases and related adversary proceedings; representing financial institutions 
in enforcing commercial and real estate loans and leases, foreclosing on collateral, obtaining receiv-
ers, defending lender liability claims, and structuring workouts; and handling a wide variety of cases 
in state and federal courts through trials and appeals involving contract, real estate, shareholder and 
partnership disputes and business torts. Her practice also focuses on probate, trust and guardianship 
litigation. Ms. Cox is the past chair of her firm’s Business Litigation Practice Group and is in charge 
of its Womens’ Network. She also is a past president and chair of the Jacksonville Bankruptcy Bar 
Association and a former member of the Local Rules Committee for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for 
the Middle District of Florida. Ms. Cox is a member of both the Florida and Georgia Bars and is listed 
in The Best Lawyers in America and rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell. She received her 
B.A. summa cum laude from The University of the South and her J.D. cum laude from the University 
of Georgia School of Law.

Ryan E. Davis is a shareholder with Winderweedle, Haines, Ward & Woodman, P.A. in Winter Park, 
Fla., and chairs the firm’s Bankruptcy and Creditor’s Rights Department. He is Board Certified in 
Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification. Mr. Davis is a past president of 
the Central Florida Bankruptcy Law Association and has been recognized by Florida Trend magazine 
as “Florida’s Legal Elite.” He received his undergraduate degree from Tulane University and his J.D. 
with honors from the University of Florida.

Allison R. Day is an equity partner with Genovese Joblove & Battista, P.A. in Miami and a member 
of the firm’s Executive Committee. She specializes in all areas of bankruptcy, business reorganiza-
tion and creditors’ rights and has handled numerous chapter 11 reorganizations, liquidations on be-
half of debtors, creditors, creditor committees and trustees, the representation of assignors, assignees 
and creditors in assignment for the benefit of creditors’ proceedings, and receivers in both state and 
district courts receivership proceedings. Ms. Day is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell and is listed in 
The Best Lawyers in America, Florida Super Lawyers, South Florida Legal Guide, Florida Trend 
and Lawdragon. She is a member of the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Con-
federation (IWIRC), the Bankruptcy Bar Association of the Southern District of Florida, ABI and 
the American Bar Association. Ms. Day currently serves as an adjunct professor at the University of 
Miami School of Law and has lectured before numerous organizations on bankruptcy-related topics. 
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In addition, she received the 2007 “Put Something Back” Pro Bono “Bankruptcy” Award for provid-
ing outstanding pro bono legal services to the needy population of Miami-Dade County. Ms. Day is a 
member of The Florida Bar and is admitted to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court, the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit and the U.S. District Courts for the Middle and Southern District 
of Florida. She received her B.A. from the University of Colorado at Boulder and her J.D. from the 
University of Missouri - Kansas City School of Law.

Hon. Caryl E. Delano is Chief Bankruptcy Judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Middle Dis-
trict of Florida in Tampa, initially appointed on June 25, 2008, and named Chief Judge on October 1, 
2019. She also was appointed Presiding Judge of the Fort Myers Division in July 2012. Previously, 
Judge Delano practiced before the bankruptcy courts of the Central District of California for 14 years. 
In 1994, she returned to Tampa and most recently practiced law with the firm of Addison & Delano, 
P.A., where she concentrated her practice on bankruptcy and commercial litigation. Judge Delano 
has represented debtors and creditors in numerous chapter 11 cases and related adversary proceed-
ings. She is a member of The Florida Bar, The State Bar of California, the National Conference of 
Bankruptcy Judges, ABI, the Business Law Section of The Florida Bar (Executive Council, CLE 
Committee), the Hillsborough County Bar Association and the Tampa Bay Bankruptcy Bar Associa-
tion. In addition, she served as the liaison judge to the Middle District of Florida’s Local Rules Law-
yers’ Advisory Committee from 2011-20 and is a member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy 
Judges Federal Rules Advisory Committee. In 2017, Judge Delano received the Southwest Florida 
Bankruptcy Professionals Association’s Alexander L. Paskay Professionalism Award. In addition, 
she is the former executive director and past-president of the J. Clifford Cheatwood American Inn of 
Court. Judge Delano received her B.A. in English cum laude in 1976 from the University of South 
Florida and her J.D. in 1979 from Indiana University School of Law, having completed her final year 
of law school at Emory University School of Law.

Denise D. Dell-Powell is the chair of Dean Mead’s Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights Practice Group 
in Orlando. She has more than 25 years of experience in bankruptcy and creditors’ rights, as well as 
distressed property, including CMBS foreclosures, workouts and bankruptcy matters. She has repre-
sented secured and unsecured creditors, debtors, chapter 11 trustees, chapter 7 trustees and unsecured 
creditors’ committees. In addition to a focus on banking and financial institutions, her career also 
includes representation in the hospitality, restaurant, health care and agricultural industries. In Ms. 
Dell-Powell’s business litigation practice, she has represented parties in federal and state court and 
has experience trying both jury and nonjury trials. Her litigation practice involves representing clients 
in a broad range of matters, including those involving real estate, mortgage foreclosure, receiverships, 
lender liability, commercial evictions, partnership disputes and other real estate-based litigation. Ms. 
Dell-Powell is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and a frequent lecturer, presenter and 
author on bankruptcy, restructuring and related issues. She has presented at conferences and seminars 
sponsored by the American Bar Association, ABI, Trigild, The Florida Bar, The Bankruptcy/UCC 
Section of The Florida Bar, the Florida Bankers Association, the Jacksonville Bankruptcy Bar As-
sociation, the Central Florida Bankruptcy Law Association and Lorman Education Series. Ms. Dell-
Powell received her B.S. from Florida State University and her J.D. from Mercer University School 
of Law.
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Carmen Dellutri is the founder and president of The Dellutri Law Group in Fort Meyers, Fla., where 
he focuses his practice on personal injury, consumer bankruptcy and consumer protection. He ac-
tively litigates cases involving catastrophic injuries and wrongful death on behalf of the victims, and 
represents consumers in all forms of bankruptcy and consumer protection litigation. Mr. Dellutri is a 
member of the Bars of New Jersey, New York and Florida. He is Board Certified in Consumer Bank-
ruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification and is also a Florida Supreme Court Certified 
Circuit Court, County Court, Appellate and Family Law mediator and qualified arbitrator. Mr. Del-
lutri is a member of ABI, the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys (NACBA), the 
National Association of Consumer Advocates (NACA) and the National Association of Chapter 13 
trustees. He received his undergraduate degree from the University of South Florida and his J.D. in 
1993 from Loyola University School of Law, during which time he clerked for Hon. Charles Ward of 
the Louisiana Fourth District Court of Appeals. He also received his LL.M. from Tulane University 
School of Law in 1994 and his M.B.A. from Florida Gulf Coast University in 1999.

Daniel Etlinger is a partner with Jennis Morse Etlinger in Tampa, Fla., where he focuses his prac-
tice on transactional representation, particularly in commercial bankruptcies, corporate law, financial 
services and real property law. He was the first attorney to confirm a subchapter V bankruptcy in the 
Middle District of Florida. Mr. Etlinger has authored several articles on bankruptcy matters, including 
“Per Plan vs. Per Debtor” with the Tampa Bay Bankruptcy Bar Association and “To Be or Not to Be? 
Counting a Wholly Unsecured Claim in a Chapter 13 Following a Chapter 7” with the ABI’s Young 
and New Members Committee. He recently served as a panelist at St. Leo University’s presenta-
tion on Re-Imagine Your Future Under Subchapter V: A Chapter 11 Survival Tool, and participated 
as a guest lecturer at Stetson University College of Law’s bankruptcy course titled Procedural Is-
sues Including Withdrawal of the Reference, Jurisdiction (Stern and Safe Harbor Issues), Venue, and 
Abstention. Mr. Etlinger has earned Avvo’s and Martindale-Hubbells’s highest ratings, Superb and 
AV-Preeminent, respectively. He received his B.A. from the University of Rochester and his J.D. and 
M.B.A. from the University of Pittsburgh.

James Fama is a consultant specializing in electric utility cyber and physical security, business conti-
nuity, resilience, reliability, and related federal and state matters. He currently serves on the advisory 
board of Protect Our Power, a nonprofit supporting electric utility cybersecurity. Previously, Mr. 
Fama served as vice president of Energy Delivery for the Edison Electric Institute (EEI), the national 
trade association for investor-owned electric utilities. In this capacity, he was responsible for support-
ing EEI and its members on electric system reliability, security, business continuity, regulatory and 
compliance matters. During his 14-year tenure with EEI, Mr. Fama led the industry’s efforts to create 
three nationwide resilience programs: Cyber Mutual Assistance, the National Response Event storm 
restoration program and the Spare Transformer Equipment Program. Prior to joining EEI, for three 
years Mr. Fama was Senior Counsel with the Washington, D.C., office of LeBoeuf, Lamb, Greene and 
MacRae, where he represented various energy companies in mergers, litigation, regulation and other 
matters. For two years, Mr. Fama was vice president and general counsel for ECWerks, Inc., a Tampa, 
Fla., IT company specializing in electronic commerce and software development, which is now part 
of CGI Group, the largest IT company in Canada. He also has served as deputy general counsel for 
Florida Power Corp. (now Duke Florida) in St. Petersburg, Fla., where he was the officer in charge 
of Florida Power’s legal department. Prior to joining Florida Power, Mr. Fama was assistant general 
counsel for the Bonneville Power Administration in Portland, Ore., where he was responsible for rate 
regulation and litigation. He began his career as a trial attorney in the Federal Energy Regulatory 
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Commission’s Office of General Counsel. Mr. Fama received his B.A. from the University of Virginia 
and his J.D. from the University of Baltimore.

Leonard H. Gilbert is a partner in Holland & Knight LLP’s Tampa, Fla., office. For more than 
50 years he has represented numerous state, national and international banks and other financial 
institutions and public bodies, and secured and unsecured creditors’ committees. He has had sig-
nificant involvement in complex cases receiving national attention, including Hillsborough Holdings 
Corp., General Development Corp., Air Florida, Uiterwyk Lines, The Eli Witt Co. and Lykes Brothers 
Steamship Lines. Mr. Gilbert is the former president of The Hillsborough County Bar and The Florida 
Bar, and a Fellow and past president of the American College of Commercial Finance Lawyers. He 
also served as fellow, director, regent and chair of the judicial nominating committee of the American 
College of Bankruptcy and treasurer and director of the American College of Bankruptcy Foundation. 
He received the College’s Distinguished Service Award in 2011 and is also the recipient of the Profes-
sionalism Award of the Tampa Bay Bankruptcy Bar Association. In 2017, Mr. Gilbert received the 
Founders’ Award from the International Insolvency Institute. He served as president of the Eleventh 
Circuit Historical Society and is a member of the American Law Institute. He also has served as a 
director of ABI, the International Insolvency Institute, the American Bar Foundation and ALI-ABA. 
Mr. Gilbert frequently speaks on legal topics pertaining to insolvency issues and has lectured exten-
sively at programs throughout the U.S., Europe, South America and Asia. He has written for various 
law reviews, was an editor of Collier on Bankruptcy, has lectured for The Florida Bar, the American 
Bar Institute, Sections of the American Bar Association, PLI, the International Bar Association and 
the International Insolvency Institute, and has participated in various projects at the World Bank. 
He also serves as a mediator in insolvency and non-insolvency matters. Mr. Gilbert is Chambers 
USA-ranked for Bankruptcy/Restructuring and is ranked in The Best Lawyers in America in multiple 
practice areas. He is also recognized and profiled in America’s Leading Business Lawyers Who’s Who 
Legal and the World’s Leading Insolvency and Restructuring Lawyers. Mr. Gilbert received his B.A. 
from Emory University and his J.D. from Harvard Law School.

Elizabeth A. Green is a partner with BakerHostetler in Orlando, Fla., and chairs its National Bank-
ruptcy and Restructuring Group. She has represented debtors, creditors and committees in a wide 
range of industries. Ms. Green has represented numerous health care related entities, including skilled 
nursing facilities, hospitals, pharmacies, health care practices, health care CROs and trustees in chap-
ter 11 cases nationally, and creditors and buyers of health care facilities in chapter 11 cases across the 
country. In addition, she often lectures on health care bankruptcy issues and has served as an expert 
witness and mediator in health care cases. Ms. Green is a Fellow in the American College of Bank-
ruptcy and has been recognized in Chambers USA, The Best Lawyers in America, Florida’s Legal 
Elite and Super Lawyers. The Best Lawyers in America named her “Lawyer of the Year in Orlando” 
for bankruptcy and restructuring in 2012 and for bankruptcy litigation in 2015 and 2016. She was 
also selected as one of five Law360 MVPs in Bankruptcy in 2016 and is ranked as a Star Individual in 
Florida Chambers. Ms. Green has served as an adjunct professor at the University of Florida Levin 
College of Law in advanced bankruptcy and served as Bankruptcy Advisor to the Subcommittee of 
the Business Law Section of the Florida Bar that amended the Florida LLC Statute. She received her 
B.A. in 1984 from the New College of Florida and her J.D. with honors in 1986 from the University 
of Florida Levin College of Law, where she was a member of the Order of the Coif.
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Hon. Scott M. Grossman is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Florida in Fort 
Lauderdale, appointed in February 2019. He previously was bankruptcy and restructuring attorney 
and litigator based in Greenberg Traurig, LLP’s Ft. Lauderdale and Miami offices, where he repre-
sented distressed companies, debtors, trustees, secured and unsecured creditors, landlords, official 
committees, defendants in insolvency-related litigation, and purchasers of distressed assets. He had 
worked on bankruptcy cases across various industries, including real estate, hospitality, health care, 
banking, technology, energy and financial fraud. He also litigated and advised clients on bankruptcy 
tax issues, Florida’s homestead exemption, and fraudulent transfer and preference claims. While pri-
marily involved in chapter 11 reorganizations, Judge Grossman also represented clients in out-of-
court workouts and restructurings, chapter 7 liquidations, receiverships, assignments for the benefit 
of creditors, and insolvency-related litigation. Before that, he was a trial attorney in the Attorney 
General’s Honors Program with the U.S. Department of Justice, Tax Division, where he litigated 
federal tax controversies in bankruptcy courts and federal district courts. From July 1, 2015, to June 
30, 2016, Judge Grossman served as the president of the Bankruptcy Bar Association of the Southern 
District of Florida. He received his B.S. in 1996 from the University of Florida and his J.D. in 1999 
from George Washington University Law School.

Karim Guirguis, PMP, CAE is chief strategy and innovation officer of the American Bankruptcy 
Institute in Alexandria, Va., the nation’s largest association of bankruptcy professionals, comprised of 
11,000 members in multidisciplinary roles, including attorneys, bankers, judges, lenders, turnaround 
specialists and others. Mr. Guirguis provides vision and leadership in transforming and conducting 
the company’s internal and external IT plans. He joined the ABI staff in 2002 after several positions 
in website architecture and computer animation, most recently with Disney MGM Studios in Florida. 
Mr. Guirguis’s work has earned several awards from his peers, including an Oscar for his work on 
Finding Nemo, the prestigious Horizon Award for ABI’s video honoring its founders, as well as the 
Webby Award for his work with Tiffany Inc. and Polo.com. He is a regular presenter on cutting-edge 
technology issues for professional educators such as the American Society of Association Executives, 
for which he serves on its technology board. Mr. Guirguis received his B.S. in electrical engineering 
from Cambridge University in England, his Master’s in multimedia and animation from George Ma-
son University, and his M.B.A. from Harvard Business School.

Jordi Guso is a partner with Berger Singerman, LLP in Miami in its Business Reorganization prac-
tice, where he concentrates his practice in commercial bankruptcy, workouts, financial restructuring 
and commercial litigation. He represents financially distressed businesses in court-supervised and 
out-of-court restructurings in a variety of industries, including aviation, hospitality, retail, casual 
dining and real estate. He also advises official committees, secured creditors and purchasers in the 
areas of bankruptcy, insolvency and § 363 asset sales. Mr. Guso has been listed in The Best Lawyers 
in America (2006-19), Chambers & Partners USA: America’s Leading Business Lawyers (2004-18), 
Florida Trend magazine’s “Legal Elite” (2004-18) and “Legal Elite Hall of Fame” (2015-18), as one 
of the top 1.6 percent of attorneys in Florida, The South Florida Legal Guide’s “Top Lawyer” (2005-
18), Florida’s Super Lawyers (2006-18), Who’s Who Legal, Florida (2008-17) and Who’s Who Legal 
(2008-17), and he is AV Preeminent-rated by Martindale-Hubbell. He is a Fellow of the American 
College of Bankruptcy and an ABI member, and he has served on the board of the Bankruptcy Bar 
Association for the Southern District of Florida and on the advisory board of ABI’s Alexander L. Pas-
kay Memorial Bankruptcy Seminar. Mr. Guso is admitted to practice in Florida, the Eleventh Circuit 
U.S. Court of Appeals, and the U.S. District and Bankruptcy Courts for the Southern, Middle and 
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Northern Districts of Florida. He clerked for Hon. Sidney M. Weaver, former Chief U.S. Bankruptcy 
Judge of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of Florida, from 1990-92. Mr. Guso 
received his B.S. in political science from Spring Hill College and his J.D. from the University of 
Miami School of Law.

Amy Denton Harris, CPA is a shareholder with Stichter, Riedel, Blain & Prosser, P.A. in Tampa, 
Fla., where she regularly represents debtors, committees, creditors, trustees, purchasers and other 
parties in bankruptcy cases, assignments for the benefit of creditors and out-of-court workouts. She is 
also active in the firm’s representation of borrowers and guarantors in state court litigation initiated by 
lenders. Ms. Harris has been particularly active in the representation of independent and franchised 
restaurants in chapter 11 cases. She has also been active in the representation of doctors, real estate 
developers and other individual chapter 11 debtors. Ms. Harris has been appointed a subchapter V 
trustee and is past chair of the Accounting Circle at the University of South Florida. She is Board Cer-
tified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification, is rated AV-Preeminent 
by Martindale-Hubbell, and a 2019 ABI “40 Under 40” honoree. She also was named among the 
500 Leading U.S. Bankruptcy & Restructuring Lawyers in the 2020 edition of Lawdragon, listed in 
The Best Lawyers in America in the area of Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency and 
Reorganization Law for 2020, listed among Florida’s Legal Elite by Florida Trend Magazine for 
2020, and listed as a “Super Lawyer” in Bankruptcy/Insolvency practice by “Florida Super Lawyers” 
from 2009-17. Ms. Harris received her J.D. with honors in 2002 from the University of Florida and 
interned for Hon. Paul M. Glenn and Hon. Michael G. Williamson.

Hon. Erik P. Kimball is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Florida in West Palm 
Beach, appointed in 2008. Prior to his appointment to the bench, he was a member of the Commercial 
Law and Bankruptcy Department at Hale and Dorr (now WilmerHale) in the firm’s Boston office, 
where he specialized in corporate bankruptcy, workouts and debt restructuring, and spent consider-
able time on pro bono representation of individual debtors. Judge Kimball left Hale and Dorr to be-
come a vice president at Colonial Management Associates Inc., a Boston-based mutual fund advisor, 
where he oversaw all fixed-income defaults for the firm’s municipal department. Thereafter, he was 
a shareholder with the Florida firm Nabors, Giblin & Nickerson, P.A., where his practice focused 
on representing institutional investors and indenture trustees in connection with defaults of publicly 
traded debt securities. He later returned to Boston as a vice president in the Investment Department 
at Columbia Management Advisors, an affiliate of Bank of America, where he supervised all fixed-
income defaults and assisted in the management of its Municipal Department. From 2003 until his 
judicial appointment in 2008, Judge Kimball was a shareholder at Akerman Senterfitt in the firm’s 
Orlando office, where he represented secured creditors, indenture trustees, institutional investors, 
corporate debtors and other parties in bankruptcy, receivership and debt-restructuring matters. Prior 
to his appointment, Judge Kimball was a member of the Board of Governors and a member of the 
Executive Committee of the National Federation of Municipal Analysts, an organization of more than 
2,000 municipal credit analysts whose primary goal is to provide educational programs for municipal 
finance professionals. During his long association with the NFMA, he assisted in writing and present-
ing on numerous topics relevant to municipal finance. Judge Kimball is a recipient of the Denis Ma-
guire Pro Bono Award of the Boston Bar Association. He received his his B.A. from the University of 
Massachusetts at Amherst in 1987 and his J.D. from Boston College Law School in 1990.
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Roy S. Kobert is a shareholder in the Orlando and Tampa, Fla., offices of GrayRobinson, P.A., 
where he focuses his practice in the areas of bankruptcy, creditor/debtor law, lender liability, Article 
9 and commercial litigation. He has mediated more than 100 bankruptcy and commercial litigation 
disputes and is the first Florida graduate of the 40-Hour Bankruptcy Mediation Training Program, 
jointly sponsored by ABI and the Hugh Carey Center for Dispute Resolution at St. John’s University 
Graduate School of Law. He also is a Supreme Court Certified Circuit Civil Mediator. Ms. Kobert has 
been Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification for over a 
15 years, is a former president of the Central Florida Bankruptcy Law Association, and founded the 
Orlando Chapter of the Credit Abuse Resistance Education (CARE) program. He received both his 
B.A. and J.D. from the University of Miami.

Stephanie C. Lieb is a shareholder with Trenam Law in Tampa, Fla., and primarily represents busi-
nesses and financial institutions in matters related to bankruptcy and creditors’ rights. She is Board 
Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law. Ms. Lieb has represented a diverse array of clients, including 
purchasers, fiduciaries, landlords and lenders, both within bankruptcy court proceedings as well as 
pre-bankruptcy workouts and restructurings, judgment-enforcement proceedings, commercial fore-
closures, and other commercial real estate matters. She previously clerked for Hon. Catherine Peek 
McEwen and was acting judicial law clerk to Hon. Michael G. Williamson in the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court for the Middle District of Florida in Tampa. She is actively involved in several professional 
associations, including serving on the Executive Council of the Business Law Section of The Florida 
Bar. Ms. Lieb received her B.S./B.A. from Tulane University and her J.D. cum laude from Loyola 
University New Orleans School of Law.

Jerry M. Markowitz is a founding shareholder of Markowitz Ringel Trusty + Hartog, P.A. in Miami 
and a member of the firm’s Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights practice group. He concentrates his 
practice in the areas of creditors’ and debtors’ rights, including workouts, bankruptcy, asset recovery, 
insolvency, receiverships, reorganizations, restructuring and mediation. Mr. Markowitz is listed in 
The Best Lawyers in America, Chambers USA in the bankruptcy and restructuring category, the “Top 
250 Attorneys in South Florida” by the South Florida Legal Guide, Super Lawyers “Top 100 Law-
yers in Florida,” and the “Best of the Bar” by the South Florida Business Journal. He was also was 
also recognized by Florida Trend’s Hall of Fame for being named in their Florida Legal Elite list for 
the past 10 years. Mr. Markowitz is a member of the Florida Bar, ABI (for which he has served on its 
Board of Directors, the American Bar Association’s Business Law, Business Bankruptcy Committee 
and Commercial Financial Services Committee Sections, and the Continuing Legal Education Com-
mittee for the University of Miami Bankruptcy Skills Workshop (for which he has served as chairman 
and co-chairman), and he is a member of, and a former president of, the Bankruptcy Bar Association 
for the Southern District of Florida. He is also the past president of the University of Miami School 
of Law Alumni Association. As an active ABI member, Mr. Markowitz is a regional chair for ABI’s 
Endowment Fund and co-Education Director of ABI’s Mediation Committee. He also sits on the ad-
visory board of ABI’s Caribbean Insolvency Symposium, and has served as faculty for the ABI/St. 
John’s University School of Law’s mediation training program. He is a certified mediator in Florida. 
Mr. Markowitz received his B.S. in business administration with a concentration in accounting from 
the University of Florida and his J.D. from the University of Miami School of Law.
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Hon. Catherine P. McEwen is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Middle District of Florida in Tampa, 
appointed by the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals on Aug. 22, 2005, and an adjunct professor at 
Western Michigan University Cooley Law School. She is the first female judge appointed in her dis-
trict. Prior to becoming a judge, she was in private practice for almost 23 years in Tampa and was a 
solo practitioner from 2001 until the date of her appointment to the bench. Before opening her solo 
practice, she was a shareholder of Akerman Senterfitt & Eidson, P.A., formerly known as Moffitt, 
Hart & Herron, P.A., where she practiced law from 1982-2001 in its Tampa office, concentrating on 
commercial litigation with an emphasis on representing parties in bankruptcy cases. Judge McEwen 
was elected into the American Law Institute in 2012. Among her other honors are the Stetson Uni-
versity College of Law Distinguished Alumnus Award (2007), Hillsborough County Bar Association 
Jimmy Kynes Pro Bono Service Award (2008), the Stetson University College of Law J. Ben Wat-
kins Award (2009), the Florida Association for Women Lawyers Leaders in the Law inaugural class 
designation (2010), the Tampa Bay Hispanic Bar Association’s Luis “Tony” Cabassa Award (2012), 
the George Edgecomb Bar Association’s Delano S. Stewart Diversity Award (2015), the inaugu-
ral Florida Supreme Court Chief Justice’s Distinguished Federal Judicial Service Award (2016), the 
Stetson Lawyers Alumni Association Ben C. Willard Award (2016), the University of South Florida 
Distinguished Alumna Award (2016) and the Bay Area Legal Services Inc. Judge Don Castor Justice 
Award (2016). In 2017, Judge McEwen was appointed by Chief Justice John Roberts, Jr. to serve a 
two-year term as the nonvoting bankruptcy judge observer to the Judicial Conference of the United 
States, which ended on Sept. 30, 2019. Prior to becoming a lawyer, she was a sportswriter from 1975-
79 for the Tampa Tribune and the Tampa Times. Judge McEwen received her B.A. in political science 
from the University of South Florida in 1979 and her J.D. cum laude from Stetson University in 1982.

Hon. Mindy A. Mora is U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Florida in West Palm 
Beach, appointed on April 6, 2018. In 2014, she was named a Fellow of the American College of 
Bankruptcy, and in 2016, in light of her professional achievements in the area of commercial finance, 
she was named a Fellow in the American College of Commercial Finance Attorneys. She also previ-
ously chaired the Business Law Section of The Florida Bar. Previously, Judge Mora was active in the 
development of Florida’s commercial laws, having chaired the Florida Bar Task Force that sponsored 
the 2007 revisions of the Assignment for the Benefit of Creditors Statute (chapter 727, Florida Stat-
utes); co-sponsored the 1997 revisions to Article 8 and the 1999 revisions to Article 9 of the Uniform 
Commercial Code (chapters 678 and 679, Florida Statutes); led a task force for the Business Law 
Section of The Florida Bar on revisions to Florida’s foreclosure laws, which resulted in the enactment 
of Fla. Stat. §702.12; and served on a committee studying the Uniform Commissioner’s proposed 
Uniform Real Estate Receivership Act. She has often lectured and published articles about insol-
vency, restructuring, and commercial lending. Judge Mora continues to serve on the Eleventh Circuit 
Council of the American College of Bankruptcy and is a member of the Business Law Sections of the 
American Bar Association and The Florida Bar, as well as the Association of Commercial Finance 
Attorneys, the Bankruptcy Bar Association of South Florida, the International Women’s Insolvency 
& Restructuring Confederation, ABI and the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, for which 
she serves on its Technology and New Member Committees. She received her B.B.A. from George 
Washington University in 1979 and her J.D. from New York University School of Law in 1982.

Nicole M. Noel is a shareholder at Kass Shuler, P.A. in Tampa, Fla., where she has been practicing 
in the fields of bankruptcy and business litigation since 2009. She practices throughout the state of 
Florida in all districts. Ms. Noel co-chairs the Case Law Update Subcommittee for the Real Property 
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Finance and Lending Committee of the RPPTL Section of the Florida Bar, and co-chairs the Bank-
ruptcy Practice Group for the American Legal and Financial Network (ALFN). Her published work 
includes “Was Brown a Rash Decision?” (The Cramdown, Summer 2014), “Incompatible Person-
alities: Investigating the Mutually Exclusive Nature of § 1322(b)(2), (5)” (ABI Journal, November 
2012), and “Stripping Down Your Spouse: Tenancy by the Entirety Property Ownership under § 506” 
(ABI YLC Newsletter, September 2012). Ms. Noel is active in the community and frequently volun-
teers her time to speak at local universities on such topics as ethical concerns facing young attorneys, 
time-management and first-year law practice pointers. She is an adjunct professor at St. Petersburg 
College, where she teaches bankruptcy and civil litigation, and she participated in the 2016 Next-
Generation program held by the Bankruptcy Judges during the National Conference of Bankruptcy 
Judges. Most recently, she was named a Fellow of the Florida Bar Leadership Academy, as well as 
one of ALFN’s stand-out young professionals to watch in 2016. Ms. Noel received her undergradu-
ate degree from Florida State University and her M.B.A. and J.D. from Stetson University School of 
Business Administration and Stetson University College of Law, respectively.

Leanne M. Prendergast is a partner with FisherBroyles, LLP in Jacksonville, Fla., and has more 
than 20 years of experience in commercial litigation and bankruptcy. She represents creditors, debt-
ors, trustees, receivers and assignees at the trial and appellate levels. Ms. Prendergast  practices in 
state and federal courts throughout Florida. She has earned the designation Certified E-Discovery 
Specialist from the Association of Certified E-Discovery Specialists and is a member of Women in 
E-Discovery. In 2015, she participated on a panel on E-Discovery in Bankruptcy at the Jacksonville 
Bankruptcy Bar Association’s Annual Seminar. Ms. Prendergast is also active in the International 
Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC); she serves as chair of IWIRC’s Flori-
da Network and is a three-time delegate to IWIRC’s Annual International Leadership Conference. In 
2016, she was recognized as an Unsung Shero by the Women’s Center of Jacksonville. Ms. Prender-
gast received her J.D. from the University of Florida College of Law.

Chad P. Pugatch is a member with Lorium PLLC in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., and leads its Bankruptcy, 
Insolvency and Restructuring practice. He has been practicing since 1976. Previously, Mr. Pugatch 
practiced with several Fort Lauderdale firms, including his own private practice, where he focused 
on commercial litigation, bankruptcy and insolvency law. He has extensive experience in state and 
federal courts, having represented debtors, trustees, committees and creditors, among many others. 
Rated AV-Preeminient by Martindale-Hubbell, Mr. Pugatch is a member of ABI, the American and 
Broward County Bar Associations, and the Bankruptcy Bar Association of the Southern District of 
Florida. He received his B.A. in 1973 from the University of Miami and his J.D. in 1976 with honors 
from the University of Florida Levin College of Law.

Patricia A. Redmond is an Insolvency and Restructuring shareholder in Stearns Weaver Miller 
Weissler Alhadeff & Sitterson, P.A.’s Miami office. She lectures locally and nationally on various as-
pects of bankruptcy, particularly on chapter 11 issues, and is frequently quoted in The Miami Herald 
and other business publications. Ms. Redmond’s bankruptcy practice concentrates on creditors’ rights 
and corporate restructuring in bankruptcy court and in out-of-court workouts. She also has experience 
representing creditors’ committees, secured creditors and debtors in chapter 11 cases. Ms. Redmond 
is the recipient of The Florida Bar’s 2019 Tobias Simon Pro Bono Service Award and the American 
Bar Association’s 2017 Jean Allard Glass Cutter Award. She also is a Fellow of the American Col-
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lege of Commercial Finance Lawyers. Ms. Redmond has been recognized with the highest ranking in 
Chambers USA, as a “Top 100 Florida Super Lawyer” and “Top 50 Women Florida Super Lawyer” by 
Florida Super Lawyers, and as the “Miami Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights/Insolvency and 
Reorganization Law Lawyer of the Year” by The Best Lawyers in America. She served as ABI’s presi-
dent from 2013-14 and chaired the selection committee of ABI’s inaugural “40 Under 40” program, 
and she has been an adjunct professor of law at the University of Miami School of Law since 1999. 
Ms. Redmond received her B.A. in 1975 from the University of Miami and her J.D. in 1979 from the 
University of Miami School of Law.

Harley E. Riedel is the co-managing shareholder and a co-founder of Stichter, Riedel, Blain & 
Prosser, P.A. in Tampa, Fla., and often serves as counsel for debtors in possession or other key con-
stituencies in some of the largest chapter 11 cases ever filed in Florida. He regularly represents debt-
ors, committees, creditors, buyers and other parties in bankruptcy cases and out-of-court workouts. 
Mr. Riedel has participated in mediations of disputes on behalf of his clients in hundreds of matters. 
In addition, for the past 15 years a significant part of his practice has been serving as a mediator in 
disputes involving bankruptcy and commercial matters. He has been involved both as a mediator 
and as an advocate in a number of Zoom or telephonic mediations over the past year. Mr. Riedel has 
spoken and written on bankruptcy-related topics for the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, 
the American Bar Association, ABI, the Southeastern Bankruptcy Law Institute, the Florida Bar, and 
numerous other legal and business groups. He is also the principal author of the section on chapter 11 
practice in both editions of the Norton Handbook for Bankruptcy Trustees, Debtors-in-Possession, 
and Committees. Mr. Riedel received his B.A. in 1971 from Baylor University and his J.D. with 
high honors from the University of Florida in 1974, where he was editor-in-chief of the University 
of Florida Law Review and a member of the Order of the Coif and the Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society.

Hon. Peter D. Russin is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Florida in Fort Lau-
derdale, appointed on Aug. 14, 2020. Prior to his appointment, he was co-founder and shareholder of 
Meland Russin Budwick, a boutique commercial litigation and bankruptcy firm in Miami, where he 
routinely represented corporate debtors, secured lenders, creditors’ committees and trustees in insol-
vency proceedings and commercial litigation matters. He also counseled clients through out-of-court 
workouts and private debt restructuring. Judge Russin successfully prosecuted and defended avoid-
ance actions, including preference and fraudulent conveyance actions, in state and federal courts, and 
he has written and lectured extensively on insolvency and commercial litigation topics. AV-rated Pre-
eminent by Martindale-Hubbell, he was listed in Chambers USA (2005-16), Chambers & Partners 
for creditors’ rights, The Best Lawyers in America, as a Top Lawyer in the South Florida Legal Guide, 
and in Florida Trend’s Legal Elite and South Florida Super Lawyers. He is also a past president of the 
Bankruptcy Bar Association of the Southern District of Florida. Judge Russin received his B.A. with 
departmental honors in 1985 from Tulane University of Louisiana and his J.D. in 1988 from George 
Washington University Law School.

Jay M. Sakalo is a partner in the Business Finance & Restructuring and Corporate Practice at Bil-
zin Sumberg Baena Price & Axelrod, LLP in Miami, and represents clients throughout the financial 
spectrum, from structuring and restructuring complex financings on behalf of lenders, to represent-
ing secured creditors and purchasers in bankruptcy proceedings. He focuses on the representation 
of private-equity funds, hedge funds, alternative lenders, borrowers and issuers. Mr. Sakalo has ex-
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perience in the real estate finance, hospitality, health care, aviation and gaming industries. He is a 
frequent speaker on restructuring and bankruptcy topics, and has been listed in Chambers USA, The 
Best Lawyers in America, Florida Super Lawyers and Florida Trends Legal Elite, among others. Mr. 
Sakalo received his B.S.B.A. with honors in finance from the University of Florida in 1995 and his  
J.D. with honors in 1998 from the University of Florida Levin College of Law.

R. Scott Shuker is a bankruptcy partner with Shuker & Dorris, PA in Orlando, Fla., and practices 
primarily in the areas of bankruptcy and creditors’ rights. He has represented corporate debtors, se-
cured and unsecured creditors, asset-purchasers and trustees in bankruptcy cases of corporate and 
individual debtors. Mr. Shuker has also represented several chapter 11 trustees in Ponzi scheme cases 
and has experience in fraudulent-transfer litigation. Prior to entering law school, Mr. Shuker was a 
corporate banking officer for Southeast Bank, N.A. He is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy 
Law by the American Board of Certification, was named the 2010 Bankruptcy Lawyer of the Year 
(Orlando) by The Best Lawyers in America and ranked as a top bankruptcy attorney by Chambers 
USA for over 10 years. His notable representations include as debtor’s attorney in the chapter 11 reor-
ganization cases of Planet Hollywood International, Inc., Transit Group, Celebrity Resorts, Appliance 
Direct, Hudson’s Furniture, FoodFirst Global Restaurants, Inc., DM World Transportation, Inc. and 
1069 Restaurant Group, LLC. A Fellow in the Litigation Counsel of America, Mr. Shuker received 
his B.S. in finance in 1986 with high distinction from Pennsylvania State University and his J.D. with 
high honors in 1993 from the University of Florida College of Law, where he was a member of the 
Order of the Coif.

Steven J. Solomon is a managing shareholder with GrayRobinson, P.A. in Miami and a member of 
the firm’s bankruptcy and creditors’ rights practice group. He has more than 25 years of experience 
in business bankruptcy chapter 11, out-of-court workouts, restructuring law and representing fidu-
ciaries. Mr. Solomon has represented various constituents in bankruptcy cases, receiverships, assign-
ments for the benefit of creditors and out-of-court workout matters. Among others, he has represented 
debtors, lenders, trustees, receivers and purchasers of assets out of bankruptcy or other insolvency 
proceedings on a national basis. Prior to practicing law, Mr. Solomon practiced accounting in the 
tax department of Arthur Andersen LLP. He initially was a senior director of Corporate Recovery 
Services, providing financial and restructuring advisory services to troubled companies, debtors-in-
possession and unsecured creditors’ committees. Mr. Solomon is a member of ABI and its Asset Sales 
Committee, as well as The Florida Bar, the Bankruptcy Bar Association for the Southern District of 
Florida and Florida Blue Key. He is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell and has been listed 
in Chambers USA for Bankruptcy/Restructuring (2012-20), The Best Lawyers in America (2010-21), 
Florida Super Lawyers (2006-20) and Florida Trend as a Legal Elite (2008-2009, 2011, 2013). Mr. 
Solomon received his B.S. in accounting in 1988 from the University of Florida and his J.D. in 1991 
from the University of Florida Levin College of Law, where he was a member of the Florida Moot 
Court Team.

Charles M. Tatelbaum is an attorney with Tripp Scott in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., and chairs its credi-
tors’ rights and bankruptcy practice group. For more than 50 years, he has focused his practice on 
bankruptcy and creditors’ rights issues, complex business litigation, UCC transactions, lender-liabil-
ity litigation and other types of secured transactions, as well as domestic and international letters of 
credit. Mr. Tatelbaum regularly represents secured and unsecured creditors in transactions and insol-
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vency situations, creditors’ committees, business clients in complex business litigation, and provides 
defense of lender-liability claims, all types of bankruptcy proceedings and product-liability defenses 
based on warranties. He also represents secured and unsecured creditors in distressed business trans-
actions and litigation, and he has represented clients in chapter 9 municipal bankruptcy proceedings 
and chapter 15 foreign bankruptcy proceedings. Mr. Tatelbaum is well-versed in dealing with all 
aspects of domestic and international letters of credit, from the transactional stage through litigation. 
A founding ABI member, he has served on its Board of Directors and as an editor of the ABI Journal, 
and he served as chairman of the Task Force on Mass Torts and on the advisory board of the ABI Law 
Review. 1992-1997. For seven years, Mr. Tatelbaum was an adjunct professor at the University of 
Maryland School of Law, teaching courses in creditors’ rights and the Uniform Commercial Code, 
and now serves as an Emeritus member on the Board of Visitors of the Francis King Carey School of 
Law at the University of Maryland. For several years, he was hired by the Federal Judicial Center to 
provide training to bankruptcy judges throughout the country at their annual educational retreats. He 
also authored a number of the provisions of the bankruptcy law changes that were signed into law in 
April 2005. Mr. Tatelbaum regularly represents Fortune 150 companies and has been featured as a 
consultant on “60 Minutes” and “Good Morning America,” as well as on NPR’s “All Things Consid-
ered” and “Morning Edition.” Additionally, he is a frequent guest on news radio programs throughout 
the United States speaking on current developments involving bankruptcy and creditors’ rights. Mr. 
Tatelbaum received his B.A. in 1963 from the University of Maryland and his J.D. in 1966 from the 
University of Maryland School of Law, where he was a member of the editorial board of the Mary-
land Law Review and vice president of the Student Bar Association.

Scott A. Underwood is an attorney with Underwood Murray PA in Tampa and has experience in 
some of the most complex bankruptcy cases and distressed business situations. He has represent-
ed distressed businesses, chapter 11 debtors, secured and unsecured creditors, bankruptcy trustees, 
creditors’ committees, landlords, liquidating trustees and parties acquiring and selling assets from 
bankruptcy cases. Mr. Underwood’s debtor-side representative experience crosses many industries. 
He has represented chapter 11 debtors in the health care industry, hospitality, real estate, utilities, 
waste-management, technology and manufacturing. In addition to representing debtors, he has repre-
sented large secured creditors, asset-purchasers, bondholders, debtor-in-possession lenders, trustees, 
business owners, creditors’ committees and professional fiduciaries. His representative and transac-
tional bankruptcy experience measures in the billions of dollars. Beyond core chapter 11 matters, 
Mr. Underwood represents clients in various high-stakes insolvency related litigation matters. He has 
been involved in substantial director and officer litigation, bond disputes, technology products liabil-
ity litigation and other commercial disputes. He also brings substantial experience with assignments 
for the benefit of creditors, having represented assignees, assignors, asset-purchasers and creditors 
in such proceedings throughout Florida. Mr. Underwood is a member of, among other organizations, 
ABI (for which he is a past chair of its Real Estate Committee) and the Tampa Bay Bankruptcy Bar 
Association, Bankruptcy Bar Association for the Southern District of Florida and Business Law Sec-
tion of the Florida Bar, where he is an active member of its Bankruptcy/UCC Committee and its study 
groups. A frequent speaker on bankruptcy topics, he has been listed in Chambers USA since 2012, 
in Florida Super Lawyers since 2009, as one of the Top 50 Lawyers in Tampa in 2019, and as one 
of Florida Trend Magazine’s Legal Elite since 2013. He was also selected for inclusion in The Best 
Lawyers in America (2018, 2019 and 2020 editions) in Bankruptcy & Creditor Debtor Rights and 
Insolvency & Reorganization Law, and is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell. Mr. Under-
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wood received his B.A. in 1998 from the University of Florida and his J.D. magna cum laude from 
the University of Florida Levin College of Law in 2003.

Hon. Lori V. Vaughan is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Middle District of Florida in Orlando, 
sworn in on Feb. 25, 2020. In moving to the bankruptcy court in Orlando, she returns to sit next 
to Hon. Karen S. Jennemann, with whom she started her career as a law clerk immediately out of 
law school. After her clerkship, Judge Vaughan practiced at two law firms. Most recently, she was a 
shareholder at Trenam Law in Tampa, Fla., and before that, she practiced at Foley & Lardner, the last 
year of which she spent practicing out of its New York office. Judge Vaughan previously served as 
president of the Tampa Bay Bankruptcy Bar Association, chair of the Bankruptcy/UCC Committee of 
the Florida Bar’s Business Law Section, and board member for the International Women’s Insolvency 
& Restructuring Confederation. She has also sat on the boards of the USF Financing Corp. and USF 
Property Corp. Judge Vaughan received her B.A. with high honors from Eckerd College in 1995 and 
her J.D. with honors from the University of Florida, College of Law in 1998.

Jeffrey W. Warren is a founder and president of Bush Ross, PA in Tampa, Fla. He has nationally 
recognized legal practice in chapter 11 reorganization cases, both as a courtroom counsel and as an 
out-of-court negotiator and problem-solver. Mr. Warren is certified by the Supreme Court of Florida 
as a circuit mediator. He is admitted to practice in Florida, the U.S. District Courts for the Middle, 
Northern and Southern Districts of Florida, the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the Fourth, Fifth, Tenth 
and Eleventh Circuits, and the U.S. Supreme Court. Mr. Warren is a Fellow in the American College 
of Bankruptcy and was a contributing editor for the ABI Journal. He also is Board Certified in Busi-
ness Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification and has authored several chapters for 
publication with the Florida Bar, as well as numerous articles regarding creditors’ rights issues. In 
2008, the Tampa Bay Bankruptcy Bar Association presented Mr. Warren with its “Douglas P. Mc-
Clurg Professionalism Award.” He has been recognized in The Best Lawyers in America since 1995 
and received its “Lawyer of the Year” designation in Bankruptcy Creditor Debtor Rights and Bank-
ruptcy Litigation in 2011 and 2013, respectively. He has also been named to Florida’s “Legal Elite” 
by Florida Trend Magazine since 2005, and has been recognized as one of the top 10 Florida Super 
Lawyers for 2008, 2009, 2013, 2014 and 2015. Mr. Warren is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-
Hubbell. He received both his B.S. in 1969 and his J.D. in 1972 from the University of Florida.

Laurie K. Weatherford is the chapter 13 standing trustee for the Middle District of Florida in Orlan-
do. Prior to her appointment in 1996, Ms. Weatherford was Of Counsel with the law firm of Maguire, 
Voorhis & Wells, representing primarily debtors and creditor committees in chapter 11 cases, and was 
a panel trustee. She tried a jury trial in the In re Braniff case and helped develop the Mortgage Modi-
fication Mediation Program for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court in Orlando. Ms. Weatherford frequently 
lectures on mortgage modification and various chapter 13 issues. She is a member of the National 
Association of Chapter 13 Trustees, for which she serves on its Human Resources Committee. She 
also served on the Board of Directors of the Central Florida Bankruptcy Law Association and is a past 
chairman of the Bankruptcy Committee of Orange County, Fla. Ms. Weatherford received her B.A. 
with honors from the University of Florida and her J.D. with honors from Cumberland School of Law, 
where she was an honor court justice, a member of the International Law Moot Court Team and copy 
editor for the Cumberland Law Review.
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Hon. Michael G. Williamson is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Middle District of Florida in Tam-
pa, initially appointed as bankruptcy judge in March 2000 and as chief judge from 2015-19. He cur-
rently serves as co-author of West’s Bankruptcy Law Manual and as an adjunct professor at Stetson 
University College of Law, where he teaches bankruptcy law. Judge Williamson began his bank-
ruptcy practice serving as a chapter 7 panel trustee from 1977-79. For the next 20 years, he repre-
sented numerous chapter 11 corporate debtors, creditors’ committees and trustees in bankruptcy cases 
pending throughout the state of Florida until his appointment to the bankruptcy bench in 2000. Judge 
Williamson is past chair of the Committee on Creditors’ Rights, Section of Litigation of the Ameri-
can Bar Association, past chair of the Business Law Section of The Florida Bar and that section’s 
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