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Jamie Angarita, CPA, ABV, CIRA is a senior manager in CohnReznick LLP’s Advisory’s Restruc-
turing and Dispute Resolution Practice in New York. He has experience in areas of executive manage-
ment and finance, and advises corporations on how to maximize value and recover assets. In his role, 
he provides financial-advisory and litigation-support services, specializing in the areas of turnaround 
and corporate restructuring, as well as investigative and forensic accounting. Over his career, Mr. 
Angarita has provided advisory services both in and out of court in the areas of interim management, 
process and profitability improvement, large-scale investigations, fiduciary roles, strategic planning, 
liquidity management, financial planning and analysis, cost-reduction initiatives, financial modeling 
and forecasting, preference and fraudulent transfers, damage and lost-profit calculations, computer 
forensics and eDiscovery, and M&A due diligence. He has testified as an expert witness in court and 
has represented and advised court-appointed trustees, receivers, examiners, lenders, private-equity 
firms, unsecured creditors, senior management and boards of directors in a variety of matters. Prior 
to joining CohnReznick, Mr. Angarita worked for national and global consulting firms, as well as 
large regional private-sector companies. He is fluent in Spanish and is a member of the Association 
for Corporate Growth, Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors, Commercial Finance 
Association, Counsel of Urban Professionals, Hispanic National Bar Association and Turnaround 
Management Association. Mr. Angarita received his B.S. in finance and accounting from the Univer-
sity of South Florida and his M.S. in accounting from Florida International University.

Hon. Janet E. Bostwick is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Massachusetts in Boston, 
appointed on Sept. 27, 2019. Prior to her appointment, she practiced as a bankruptcy attorney with 
more than 30 years of experience with financially troubled companies, dealing with chapter 11 busi-
ness reorganizations, liquidations and wind-downs, loan workouts and creditor negotiations. From 
2001-19, Judge Bostwick practiced at her own firm, Janet E. Bostwick, PC, which focused on busi-
ness bankruptcy and restructuring. Before launching her firm, she practiced at the Boston firms of 
Goldstein & Manello, PC and Sherin and Lodgen, LLP. During her career, Judge Bostwick has been 
active in professional and bar associations and is a member of the Boston Bar Association, the Ameri-
can Bar Association, the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation and ABI. 
In 2007, she was selected to become a member of the American College of Bankruptcy. She is also 
a member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges. Judge Bostwick is a current director of 
the American College of Bankruptcy Foundation, the largest funder of bankruptcy pro bono projects 
and grants, providing more $2 million in funding in the last five years. She chairs its Pro Bono Com-
mittee, for which she oversees the review and administration of the grant requests. In addition, she 
is co-chair of the Closely Held and Small Business Subcommittee of the ABA Business Bankruptcy 
Law Committee. Judge Bostwick received her B.A. in economics and mathematics from the State 
University of New York at Albany and her J.D. from Cornell Law School.

Hon. Peter G. Cary is Chief Bankruptcy Judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of 
Maine in Portland, initially appointed in 2014. He also serves on the U.S. Bankruptcy Appellate 
Panel for the First Circuit. Previously, he clerked for one year for the Maine Superior Court and in 
1988 joined the law firm of MittelAsen, LLC, where he practiced law until his appointment to the 
bankruptcy court. Judge Cary is the treasurer of the Maine State-Federal Judicial Council, an advisory 
director of the Nathan & Henry B. Cleaves Law Library, an adjunct faculty member at the University 
of Maine School of Law, and a member of the First Circuit Workplace Conduct Committee, and he is 
certified in both Consumer and Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification. He 
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received his undergraduate degree cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa from the University of Massachu-
setts at Amherst in 1982 and his J.D. cum laude from Boston College Law School in 1987.

Jerrol A. Crouter is an attorney with Drummond Woodsum in Portland, Maine, and a member of its 
Trial Services Group. He focuses his practice on civil litigation, alternative dispute resolution, higher 
education and public utility regulation. Mr. Crouter has 35 years of experience as a civil trial attor-
ney in both federal and state courts, including employment, commercial and construction litigation. 
He also has experience as a mediator and arbitrator in commercial, construction, employment, real 
estate, probate, family law, malpractice and complex personal-injury cases. His practice concentra-
tion also includes the representation of colleges and universities on a wide range of higher-education 
law issues, including student discipline, Title IX, faculty and staff employment, and tenure cases. 
Mr. Crouter regularly appears on behalf of public utilities and interested parties in water, electric and 
gas proceedings before the Maine Public Utilities Commission. He concentrates his trial practice on 
commercial, employment and construction cases. He has tried jury and jury-waived cases, includ-
ing employment discrimination, antitrust, commercial torts, construction disputes, contract disputes 
and patent infringement. Mr. Crouter is listed in The Best Lawyers in America in the categories of 
Arbitration and Mediation, Commercial Litigation, Construction Litigation, Labor and Employment 
Litigation and Bet-the-Company Litigation, and he has been named as Maine’s “Lawyer of the Year” 
in the categories of both Mediation and Arbitration. In addition, he is listed in Chambers USA Guide 
to America’s Leading Lawyers for Business and Commercial Litigation, and Benchmark Litigation 
has recognized him as a Maine Litigation Star. Mr. Crouter has served as an adjunct professor of law 
at the University of Maine School of Law, where he taught trial practice. He received his B.A. in 1978 
from Colby College and his J.D. in 1983 from George Washington School of Law.

Stephen B. Darr, CPA, CIRA, CFF, CDBV is a managing director in the Boston office of Huron 
Consulting Group and has more than 35 years of experience providing accounting, auditing and 
financial consulting services to business organizations experiencing significant financial and operat-
ing difficulties. His industry experience includes law and professional services firms, health care, 
pharmaceuticals, energy, automotive, real estate/construction, mortgages/derivatives, telecommuni-
cations, and manufacturing and distribution. Mr. Darr’s experience also includes providing litigation 
support and expert testimony in bankruptcy and nonbankruptcy matters involving proposed plans of 
reorganization, preference and fraudulent conveyance actions, professional liability claims, patent 
infringement, royalty and intellectual property disputes, construction claims, wrongful employment 
discharge, and lender liability and business tort claims. He has testified in court proceedings in Dela-
ware, New York, Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, Maine, New Hampshire, 
California and Vermont on a wide range of matters, including feasibility of business plans, valuation, 
contract disputes, financing arrangements, allowability of creditors’ claims, preference and fraudulent 
conveyance claims, solvency, substantive consolidation and veil-piercing issues, equitable subordina-
tion, reorganization tax issues, and key employee retention plans. Mr. Darr is a Fellow of the Ameri-
can College of Bankruptcy and a director of the Association of Insolvency and restructuring Advisors. 
He received his B.B.A. from Boston College and his M.B.A. from the University of Chicago.

Elisabeth O. da Silva is a partner in the Business Advisory practice of DiCicco, Gulman & Co. 
LLP in Boston and has more than 27 years of experience conducting white-collar investigations and 
providing litigation consulting and expert-witness services in the context of complex commercial 
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litigation for a wide variety of companies, ranging from small, privately owned businesses to large, 
multinational publicly traded entities. Ms. da Silva has directed numerous international high-profile 
investigations involving complex accounting rules, alleged accounting malfeasance, asset misap-
propriation/concealment, and a variety of other accounting, auditing and financial matters. She fre-
quently assists companies and their counsel with the analysis/quantification of alleged white-collar 
crimes, as well as presentations to regulatory and prosecutorial offices. Ms. da Silva has served as the 
financial advisor for both debtors’ and creditors’ committees in unprecedented bankruptcy matters, 
including municipalities and energy businesses. She has performed extensive and complex analysis 
of solvency as well avoidance actions and preference claims. Ms. da Silva has testified as an account-
ing or damages expert at trial, arbitration and deposition for privately owned and publicly traded enti-
ties, as well as on behalf of the Securities and Exchange Commission. She also serves as an arbitrator 
in commercial disputes and is an active member of the American Arbitration Association’s roster of 
arbitrators. Ms. da Silva advises legal counsel, management, shareholders and boards of directors on 
accounting and auditing, financial, valuation and internal control matters in the context of internal 
investigations, shareholder disputes, post-acquisition and net working capital disputes, business and 
contract disputes, accountants’ liability, bankruptcy and restructuring, and enforcement or regulatory 
issues. Prior to joining DGC, she co-founded and operated a boutique litigation consulting firm after 
14 years at EY, where her career began. Ms. da Silva has published numerous articles and participated 
in webinars on a variety of topics. She serves on the Joint Trial Board of the American Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants, is co-chair of the Litigation Support and Business Valuation Committee 
of the Massachusetts Society of Certified Public Accountants, a public member of the Massachusetts 
Board of Bar Overseers, and a member of ABI, the Women in White Collar Defense Association and 
the Turnaround Management Association. She also serves on the Roster of Arbitrators of the Ameri-
can Arbitration Association. Ms. da Silva received her B.B.A. from the University of Massachusetts 
at Amherst.

Hon. Robert D. Drain is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of New York in White 
Plains. Since his appointment, he has presided over such chapter 11 cases as Loral, RCN, Corner-
stone, Refco, Allegiance Telecom, Delphi, Coudert Brothers, Frontier Airlines, Star Tribune, Read-
er’s Digest, A&P, Hostess Brands, Christian Brothers and Momentive. He also has presided over the 
ancillary or plenary cases of Corporacion Durango, Satellites Mexicanas, Parmalat S.p.A. and its 
affiliated U.S. debtors, Varig S.A., Yukos (II), SphinX, Galvex Steel, TBS Shipping, Excel Maritime, 
Nautilus, Landsbanki Islands, Roust and Ultrapetrol. He also has served as the court-appointed me-
diator in a number of chapter 11 cases, including New Page, Cengage, Quicksilver, LightSquared, 
Molycorp and Breitburn Energy. Prior to his appointment to the bench in May 2002, Judge Drain 
was a partner in the bankruptcy department of Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison, where he 
represented debtors, trustees, secured and unsecured creditors, official and unofficial creditors’ com-
mittees, and buyers of distressed businesses and distressed debt in chapter 11 cases, out-of-court re-
structurings and bankruptcy-related litigation. He was also actively involved in several transnational 
insolvency matters. Judge Drain is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and a member 
and board member of ABI, a member of the International Insolvency Institute, and a member and 
board member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, as well as a founding member of 
the Judicial Insolvency Network. He also is the current chair of the Bankruptcy Judges Advisory 
Group established through the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts, and was an adjunct professor 
for several years at St. John’s University School of Law’s LL.M. in Bankruptcy Program. He is cur-
rently is an adjunct professor at Pace University School of Law. Judge Drain has lectured and written 
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on numerous bankruptcy-related topics and is the author of the novel The Great Work in the United 
States of America. He received his B.A. cum laude from Yale University and his J.D. from Columbia 
University School of Law, where he was a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar for three years.

Hon. Michael A. Fagone is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Maine in Bangor, appointed 
in April 2015. Previously, he was co-chair of Bernstein Shur’s Business Restructuring and Insolvency 
Practice Group in Portland, where he specialized in bankruptcy and insolvency law. While practic-
ing law, he was recognized in The Best Lawyers in America and by Chambers USA as one of the top 
bankruptcy lawyers in Maine. Judge Fagone is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the 
American Board of Certification and serves on ABI’s Board of Directors. He received his B.A. from 
Amherst College in 1993 and his J.D. summa cum laude from the University of Maine School of Law 
in 1997.

Hon. Diane Finkle is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Rhode Island in Providence, ap-
pointed on Sept. 6, 2012. She was appointed to the First Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel in 2013. 
Since taking the bench, Judge Finkle has conducted legal education seminars for the Rhode Island 
Bar Association on bankruptcy topics and has served on seminar panels for ABI and MCLE/New 
England. Prior to her appointment, she was an attorney for 30 years with Winograd, Shine and Zacks 
PC in Providence, R.I., where she represented debtors, secured creditors and creditors’ committees 
in chapter 11 bankruptcy cases, and served as counsel to bankruptcy trustees, also having served as 
a court-appointed receiver for various manufacturing, service and retail businesses, and commercial 
and residential real estate developments in numerous state court receivership proceedings. Judge 
Finkle had been continually listed in The Best Lawyers in America for Rhode Island Bankruptcy and 
Insolvency practitioners since 2007, and was named a Super Lawyer in 2008. She has also served 
on numerous education panels for ABI, the Rhode Island Bar Association and the Massachusetts 
Continuing Legal Education. Judge Finkle received her B.A. from Colorado University and the Uni-
versity of Rhode Island, and her J.D. from George Washington National Law Center at George Wash-
ington University.

Jeremy R. Fischer is Drummond Woodsum’s Practice Group Leader for Bankruptcy, Restructuring 
& Creditors’ Rights in the firm’s Portland, Maine, and Manchester, N.H. offices. He represents clients 
in distressed commercial matters from the first sign of trouble through the most complex financial re-
structuring or chapter 11 bankruptcy. Mr. Fischer has experience in bankruptcy, bankruptcy litigation 
and bankruptcy appellate matters across northern New England and around the country. His clients 
include secured and unsecured creditors (including official and ad hoc committees), asset-purchasers, 
trustees, DIP lenders, insurance companies, contract counterparties, directors/officers and debtors. He 
also regularly represents parties in out-of-court debt restructurings, receiverships and debtor/credi-
tor litigation. Mr. Fischer has written numerous articles for the ABI Journal, served in a leadership 
role in ABI’s Bankruptcy Litigation Committee, and served on the advisory board for the Northeast 
Conference and Consumer Forum. In 2017, he was recognized as part of the inaugural class of ABI’s 
“40 Under 40,” and in 2018 he co-authored and co-edited the second edition of ABI’s Quick Evidence 
Handbook. Before entering the practice of law, Mr. Fischer served three terms in the Maine Legis-
lature, where he was House Chairman of the Appropriations Committee. He now teaches business 
law at the University of Maine School of Law, serves on numerous civic and professional boards and 
committees, and regularly appears as a political analyst on local TV and radio. Mr. Fischer received 
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his B.A. summa cum laude from the University of Michigan and his J.D. summa cum laude from the 
University of Maine School of Law.

Michael Friedman is a partner and co-practice group leader of Chapman and Cutler LLP’s Bank-
ruptcy and Restructuring Group in New York. He joined the firm in 2013 and focuses his practice on 
special-situation transactions, bankruptcy and financial restructurings, including the representation 
of investors and debt-holders in event-driven merger-and-acquisition transactions, debt financings, 
financial restructurings and bankruptcy proceedings. Mr. Friedman regularly represents hedge funds, 
private-equity funds, alternative lenders, investment banks and financial institutions. He has finance, 
M&A, bankruptcy and restructuring experience and helps clients structure event-driven and special-
situation investments in a manner that will allow them to achieve their business objectives in the 
most efficient and cost-effective manner. Mr. Friedman regularly speaks at industry conferences on 
distressed investing and restructuring topics and also lectures to undergraduate business and M.B.A. 
students on restructuring topics. He is currently an adjunct professor teaching a class on corporate 
restructurings at Yeshiva University. In addition, Mr. Friedman has co-authored three case studies, 
one of which has been published, that highlight restructuring concepts in both for-profit and nonprofit 
entities and have been presented in business schools and at industry conferences. He received his 
B.A. in 1988 from Yeshiva University and his J.D. cum laude in 1991 from the University of Penn-
sylvania Law School.

Cindi E. Giglio is associate general counsel with Gordon Brothers Group, LLC in New York, where 
she serves as front-line transactional counsel in North America primarily for the company’s Retail 
and Commercial & Industrial businesses. She advises on legal strategy, transaction structuring and 
negotiation, managing deal documentation and execution, and related corporate matters. Ms. Giglio 
brings more than 15 years of experience in the areas of corporate restructuring and insolvency, with a 
primary focus on retail business clients facing financial distress, with deep experience in both trans-
actional work and bankruptcy litigation. She has received numerous recognitions from industry orga-
nizations and publications, and most recently was named among 2020’s “Notable Women in Law” by 
Crain’s New York Business. She also received a Commitment to Justice, Partner Award from Her Jus-
tice in 2018 and was named among the “40 Under 40 Emerging Leaders” by M&A Advisor in 2015. 
Prior to joining Gordon Brothers, Ms. Giglio was a partner at the global law firm of Katten Muchin 
Rosenman LLP, where she led the firm’s Insolvency and Restructuring practice. She previously held 
positions as both counsel and partner at Curtis, Mallet Prevost, Colt & Mosle LLP, frequently dealing 
with bankruptcy litigation on behalf of debtor companies. Ms. Giglio received her B.F.A. from New 
York University and her J.D. from St. John’s University School of Law, and is admitted to practice in 
the State of New York.

Hon. Bruce A. Harwood is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of New Hampshire in Con-
cord, appointed to the bench in March 2013. He also serves on the First Circuit’s Bankruptcy Appel-
late Panel. Prior to his appointment to the bench, Judge Harwood chaired the Bankruptcy, Insolvency 
and Creditors’ Rights Group at Sheehan Phinney Bass + Green in Manchester, N.H., representing 
business debtors, asset-purchasers, secured and unsecured creditors, creditors’ committees, trustees 
in bankruptcy, and insurance and banking regulators in connection with the rehabilitation and liqui-
dation of insolvent insurers and trust companies. He was a chapter 7 panel trustee in the District of 
New Hampshire and mediated disputes arising in debtor/creditor relations. Judge Harwood serves 
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on ABI’s Board of Directors on its Communication, Information and Technology Committee. He 
served as co-chair of ABI’s Commercial Fraud Committee, as program co-chair of (and presently 
as judicial advisor to) ABI’s Northeast Bankruptcy Conference; and as Northeast Regional Chair of 
the ABI Endowment Fund’s Development Committee. He also served on ABI’s Civility Task Force. 
Judge Harwood is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and was consistently recognized 
in the bankruptcy law section of The Best Lawyers in America, in New England SuperLawyers and by 
Chambers USA. He received his B.A. from Northwestern University and his J.D. from Washington 
University School of Law.

Andrew C. Helman is a business, workout, and restructuring attorney with Murray Plumb & Murray 
in Portland, Maine, and works with all types of businesses, including those in the health care sector, 
to help them protect their assets. A large part of his work is focused on helping debtors and creditors, 
and he represents clients in distressed and nondistressed transactions, business litigation and prefer-
ence actions. Mr. Helman has been involved in some of the most significant chapter 11 cases in Maine 
and New Hampshire in recent years, including the representation of the debtor-in-possession in the 
largest health care bankruptcy case in Maine’s history. In that same case, he subsequently represented 
a liquidating trustee under a confirmed chapter 11 plan and successfully resolved about 50 prefer-
ence actions with an estimated value exceeding $3 million. Mr. Helman frequently writes articles for 
national insolvency publications and teaches seminars on bankruptcy and fraudulent-transfer law. He 
was selected by his peers for inclusion in the 2015-17 issues of Super Lawyers as a “Rising Star” and 
was one of 40 attorneys nationally to participate in the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges’ 
2016 NextGen Program.

Eric A. Henzy is a partner at Zeisler & Zeisler, P.C. in Bridgeport, Conn., and has represented debt-
ors, creditors’ committees, secured and unsecured creditors and other parties in bankruptcy cases and 
out-of-court workouts. He has appeared in bankruptcy courts around the country and has represented 
parties in a number of the first hedge fund insolvencies in the country. He has first-chair tried more 
than 30 contested matters and adversary proceedings to judgment. Previously, Mr. Henzy practiced in 
the bankruptcy group at Reid and Riege, P.C. in Hartford and at the New York firm Milbank, Tweed, 
Hadley and McCloy. He also clerked for Hon. Alan H. W. Shiff in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the 
District of Connecticut. Mr. Henzy is a member of ABI, the American Bar Association’s Business 
and Litigation Sections, the Connecticut Bar Association’s Commercial Law & Bankruptcy Section 
and the Turnaround Management Association. He is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell, 
named in The Best Lawyers in America for Litigation - Bankruptcy “Lawyer of the Year” in the Hart-
ford Metro Area (2016 and 2018), Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights “Lawyer of the Year” in 
the Hartford Metro Area (2014), Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights (2006-18), and Litigation 
- Bankruptcy (2011-18), and was listed in Connecticut Super Lawyers for Bankruptcy & Creditor 
Debtor Rights (2007-17). He is admitted to practice in Connecticut, New York, the U.S. District Court 
for the District of Connecticut, and the U.S. District Courts for the Eastern and Southern Districts of 
New York. Mr. Henzy received his B.A. in 1984 from the University of Connecticut and his J.D. in 
1988 from the University of Connecticut School of Law.

Hon. Elizabeth D. Katz is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Massachusetts in Springfield, 
appointed on March 13, 2017, and assigned to the Western and Central Divisions. On April 17, 2018, 
she was appointed to the First Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel. From 1995-2007, Judge Katz was 
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an assistant district attorney for the Northwestern District Attorney’s Office, and she was chief of the 
District Court Prosecutors from 2000-07. She also was an associate at the firm of Katz, Argenio and 
Powers, PC from 2007-08 and later became an associate at the Ostrander Law Office from 2008-13, 
where she concentrated her practice on bankruptcy law. At Ostrander Law Office, she represented 
a chapter 7 trustee in adversary proceedings, counseled individuals and businesses in financial dis-
tress, and represented clients in bankruptcy cases. In 2013, she formed and operated The Law Office 
of Elizabeth D. Katz, focusing on criminal defense and bankruptcy law. Immediately prior to her 
appointment, she had been a founding partner at Rescia, Katz & Shear, LLP since 2015. An active 
member of the Hampshire County, Hampden County and Massachusetts Bar Associations, Judge 
Katz served as president of the Hampshire County Bar Association from 2012-14. She also was co-
chair of both the Massachusetts Bar Association’s Western Massachusetts Bankruptcy Symposium 
and the Western Division of the M. Ellen Carpenter Financial Literacy Program. In 2016, Judge Katz 
was awarded the Massachusetts Bar Association’s Community Service Award. In addition, she has 
been a frequent panelist and lecturer on the topics of both criminal and bankruptcy law. Judge Katz 
received her undergraduate degree from the University of Vermont in 1991 and her J.D. from Boston 
University School of Law, where she received the Edward F. Hennessey Award in 1994.

Robert J. Keach is a shareholder at Bernstein, Shur, Sawyer & Nelson, P.A. in Portland, Maine, 
where he focuses on the representation of various parties in workouts and bankruptcy cases, includ-
ing debtors, creditors, creditors’ committees, lessors and third parties acquiring troubled companies 
and/or their assets. He served as co-chair of ABI’s Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11. 
Mr. Keach has appeared before the bankruptcy courts in the Districts of Maine, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, Delaware, the Northern District of California and the Southern and Eastern Districts of 
New York. He has appeared as a panelist on national bankruptcy, lender liability and creditors’ rights 
programs, and is the author of several articles on bankruptcy and creditors’ rights appearing in the ABI 
Law Review, Commercial Law Journal and ABI Journal, among other publications. He is admitted to 
practice in Maine and Massachusetts. Mr. Keach is an adjunct professor teaching cross-border insol-
vency at Boston College Law School, and he is the estate representative (and formerly the chapter 11 
trustee) in the cross-border railroad reorganization of Montreal Maine & Atlantic Railway, Ltd. He 
is also the fee examiner as to all professionals retained by the Financial Oversight and Management 
Board for Puerto Rico, and in the cases of In re AMR Corporation (the chapter 11 cases of American 
Airlines and its parent and certain affiliates), Exide Technologies, Mineral Park and Relativity Media. 
Mr. Keach has, inter alia, represented ad hoc committees in the Homebanc Mortgage, New Century 
TRS Holdings and Nortel Networks cases in Delaware, as well as a public utilities commission in the 
FairPoint Communications case in the Southern District of New York, and parties in In re Sports 
Authority Holdings Inc., In re Heritage Home Group, In re The Bon-Ton Stores Inc. and In re Verso 
Corp., all in Delaware, and In re Toys “R” Us Inc. in the Eastern District of Virginia. Mr. Keach rep-
resents international private-equity funds in distressed company acquisitions throughout the U.S. He 
is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification. Mr. Keach 
received his J.D. in 1980 from the University of Maine.

Hon. Louis H. Kornreich is a retired U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Maine in Bangor and 
is Of Counsel with Bernstein Shur in Bangor, where he mediates in complex cases. He was initially 
appointed on April 3, 2001, served as Chief Judge from 2004-11 and was redesignated as Chief Judge 
on July 1, 2013, until leaving the bench in April 2015. Judge Kornreich was also a member of the First 
Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel and was a visiting judge in the Districts of New Hampshire and 
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Delaware. He also served as the representative for the First Circuit on the Bankruptcy Judges Advi-
sory Group for the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts from 2011-14. Prior to his appointment 
to the bench, Judge Kornreich was a senior partner and head of the commercial law and bankruptcy 
section at the law firm of Gross, Minsky & Mogul PA in Bangor. Judge Kornreich holds a certificate 
of completion from the St. Johns/ABI Bankruptcy Mediation Training Program and is a registered 
mediator in the bankruptcy courts of the Southern District of New York, Delaware and Massachu-
setts. He has mediated disputes in many types of bankruptcy conflicts including plan confirmations, 
avoidance cases, disputed claims and adversary proceedings covering a wide range of issues. Judge 
Kornreich received his J.D. from Catholic University of America in 1974.

Donald R. Lassman is a sole practitioner with the Law Office of Donald R. Lassman in Needham, 
Mass., concentrating in the areas of bankruptcy, insolvency and business reorganization since 1983. 
He is a member of the bar of the Commonwealths of Pennsylvania and Massachusetts, the Boston 
Bar Association, the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees and ABI, and has been a member 
of the Panel of Chapter 7 Trustees for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Massachusetts 
since 1995. Mr. Lassman participates in many continuing legal education programs as chair and 
panelist and has written extensively on legal issues relating to insolvency and bankruptcy, includ-
ing most recently as a contributing author for Bankruptcy Practice in Massachusetts, published by 
Massachusetts Continuing Legal Education Inc. in 2014, and Reaffirmation Agreements in Consumer 
Bankruptcy Cases,” first published by ABI in 2009 with a second edition published in 2010. He also 
co-authored Moving for Relief from the Automatic Stay in Bankruptcy published by Massachusetts 
Continuing Legal Education Inc. in 2015. Mr. Lassman received his J.D. from the University of Pitts-
burgh in 1983.

Hon. Julie A. Manning is the Chief Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Connecticut in Bridgeport, 
initially sworn in on Sept. 9, 2013, and named Chief Judge on Sept. 9, 2014. Prior to her appointment, 
she was in private practice for 25 years, representing corporations, partnerships, financial institutions 
and insurance companies in bankruptcy and commercial litigation cases throughout the U.S. From 
1999 until her judicial appointment, she was a partner with the law firm of Shipman & Goodwin, LLP, 
where she chaired the firm’s Bankruptcy and Creditor Rights Group, co-chaired the firm’s Finance 
and Investment Practice Group, and was a member of the firm’s Partnership Review Committee and 
Compensation Committee. As a practicing attorney, Judge Manning was listed in the Bar Register of 
Preeminent Women Lawyers, was repeatedly named a Connecticut Super Lawyer and New England 
Super Lawyer, and was listed as one of The Best Lawyers in America in the area of Bankruptcy and 
Creditor/Debtor Rights. She is a member of ABI, the Connecticut Bar Association and the National 
Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, for which she serves on its Public Outreach Committee and En-
dowment for Education Board. During law school, Judge Manning clerked with the Office of the U.S. 
Trustee. She received her B.A. from Fairfield University and her J.D. from Suffolk University School 
of Law.

Lindsay Z. Milne is a shareholder in the Business Restructuring and Insolvency Practice Group at 
Bernstein, Shur, Sawyer & Nelson in Portland, Maine, where she represents a broad array of corpo-
rate clients in matters including chapter 11 reorganizations, asset sales and acquisitions, bankruptcy-
related litigation and appellate practice. Prior to moving to Portland in 2015, she practiced in the 
Financial Restructuring group at Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld in New York, where she advised 
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borrowers, committees, indenture trustees and bondholders in complex chapter 11 cases, including in 
GM, Friendly’s, Kodak and Energy Future Holdings. Ms. Milne is experienced in disputes and trans-
actions involving the Uniform Commercial Code, asset sales, fraudulent transfers, DIP financing, 
contested confirmations, valuation issues and appellate practice, among other topics. She is a member 
of the bars of New York and Maine, sits on the board of the New England Network of the Interna-
tional Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation, and is a member of the Turnaround Man-
agement Association. She is also a member of ABI and served on the advisory board of its Northeast 
Bankruptcy Conference, and she was honored as one of ABI’s “40 Under 40” in 2018. Ms. Milne has 
appeared as a panelist at national bankruptcy and creditors’ rights programs and has authored articles 
appearing in ABI publications and others. She received her Bachelor’s magna cum laude in cognitive 
science from Dartmouth College in 2007 and her J.D. cum laude from Fordham University in 2010, 
where she was an associate editor of the Fordham Urban Law Journal and a moot court competitor.

Stephen G. Morrell is the Assistant U.S. Trustee in the Office of the U.S. Trustee in Portland, Maine. 
He has served as the Assistant U.S. Trustee in Maine since 2007, following a 28-year career in private 
practice.

Hon. Cecelia G. Morris is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of New York in 
Poughkeepsie, initially appointed on July 1, 2000, and named Chief Judge on March 1, 2012. Prior 
to her appointment to the bench, she served as an assistant district attorney in the Child Support 
Recovery Unit of the Spalding Judicial District Attorney’s Office in Griffin, Ga. She also worked in 
private practice and served as clerk of court for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District 
of New York from 1988-2000, one of the first districts to implement the electronic filing of docu-
ments. Chief Judge Morris has led efforts by attorneys representing debtors and secured creditors to 
implement a model chapter 13 plan and order, and a detailed worksheet that requires disclosure of ar-
rearages and other current mortgage information as part of a motion seeking relief from the automatic 
stay concerning residential real estate and cooperative apartments. She also collaborated with other 
judges and practitioners to develop loss-mitigation procedures for residential real estate, resulting in 
the adoption of a court-supervised program that is the first of its kind in the U.S. Chief Judge Morris 
serves as an editor of treatise on bankruptcy being developed by Bloomberg Law, and published an 
article describing the history and legal basis of the court’s loss-mitigation program in the Spring 2011 
edition of the ABI Law Review. She has also authored several articles on electronic filing, includ-
ing a chapter on electronic case filing in Collier on Bankruptcy, and has published articles on loss-
mitigation, mediation, the consumer credit counseling requirement in bankruptcy and cross-border 
insolvency cases under chapter 15 of the Bankruptcy Code. Chief Judge Morris has testified before 
Congress and served on the Bankruptcy Judges Advisory Board to the Administrative Office of the 
U.S. Courts. She teaches bankruptcy ethics at St. John’s University’s LL.M. in Bankruptcy program, 
and currently serves as a member of the Barry Zaretsky Roundtable Steering Committee at Brooklyn 
Law School, on the advisory board of the ABI Law Review, and as a member of the International In-
solvency Institute, American College of Bankruptcy, National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and 
the Global Restructuring Organization’s Scientific Committee, headquartered in Modena, Italy. She 
is also a board member on Tina’s Wish, which is dedicated to funding groundbreaking research for 
the early detection and prevention of ovarian cancer. Chief Judge Morris received the Annual Conrad 
B. Duberstein Memorial Award for Excellence and Compassion in the Bankruptcy Judiciary and the 
New York Law Journal Impact Award for pioneering the use of e-filing in federal court. She received 
her B.S. from West Texas State University and her J.D. from the John Marshall Law School.
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Hon. Ann M. Nevins is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Connecticut in New Haven, 
appointed in 2015. Previously, she was a senior assistant U.S. Attorney in Bridgeport, Conn., and 
before that practiced bankruptcy law with a private firm in Bridgeport. Judge Nevins received her un-
dergraduate degree from the University of Michigan and her J.D. from Boston University School of 
Law, where she served as a case editor on the American Journal of Law and Medicine from 1987-89.

Hon. Christopher J. Panos is Chief Judge of the U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Massa-
chusetts in Boston, initially appointed on Sept. 21, 2015. He also serves on the Bankruptcy Appellate 
Panel for the First Circuit. Prior to his appointment, Judge Panos practiced at Craig and Macauley 
P.C. in Boston for more than 25 years and served as its managing shareholder until the attorneys at 
that firm joined Partridge Snow & Hahn, LLP to open its Boston office. He then served as partner 
in charge of the Boston office until his appointment. Judge Panos had a diverse practice focusing 
on business restructuring and insolvency, mergers and acquisitions, commercial finance, business 
litigation and general business law. He represented companies, individuals, banks, hedge funds and 
private-equity funds in many different industries, including financial services, life sciences, pharma-
ceuticals, manufacturing, retail and real estate development. Judge Panos was elected as a Fellow of 
the American College of Bankruptcy in 2008 and served on its First Circuit Council from 2012-15. 
He has also served as chair of the Bankruptcy Law Section of the Boston Bar Association and on the 
Board of Trustees of the Boston Bar Foundation. Judge Panos is co-author of the MCLE Bankruptcy 
Practice in Massachusetts chapter on “Courts, Jurisdiction and Abstention,” published in 2014. He 
was regularly recognized in peer-review publications such as Chambers USA and The Best Lawyers 
in America, and was selected Boston “Lawyer of the Year” in the area of bankruptcy and restructuring 
for the 2012 and 2016 issues of The Best Lawyers in America. Law & Politics and Boston Magazine 
designated him a “Super Lawyer” each year of publication of that list and several times named him 
a “Top 100 Attorney” in Massachusetts and New England. Judge Panos received his undergraduate 
degree from Georgetown University in 1985 and his J.D. cum laude from Boston University School 
of Law in 1989.

Cynthia Romano, CTP is the global director of CohnReznick LLP’s Restructuring and Dispute 
Resolution practice in New York and has 30 years of experience in performance improvement, turn-
around management, transaction support and investment analysis. She has worked with middle-mar-
ket companies in a variety of industries, including health care, manufacturing, education, technology, 
security, distribution, professional services and nonprofit. Ms. Romano’s prior credits include alum 
of CR3 Partners, Bain’s Corporate Renewal Group and CRG Partners, as well as CEO of a technol-
ogy company and analyst for an angel investor in charge of the group’s diligence. She is well known 
in the market and the recipient of numerous awards, including the Smart CEO Brava Award, which 
honors top female CEOs, and co-winner of the Turnaround Management Association (TMA) Small 
Company Turnaround of the Year and a finalist for the 2020 Middle Market Transaction of the Year.  
She also has numerous board seats, panels and publications to her credit, including for ABI, TMA, 
HBS, MIT, the Nassau County and Boston Bar Associations, Exit Planning Exchange, Debtwire and 
the ABF Journal. Ms. Romano received her B.A. in educational policy in 1993 and her M.B.A. in 
international management from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology Sloan School of Manage-
ment in 2002.
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Cristine Pirro Schwarzman is a restructuring partner in Ropes & Gray LLP’s New York office. 
Previously, she worked as the term clerk for Chief Judge Gonzalez of the Southern District of New 
York, then joined the restructuring group of another preeminent New York law firm. Ms. Schwarz-
man represents debtors, lenders and investors, including private-equity sponsors, in connection with 
acquisitions, out-of-court restructurings and chapter 11 cases. She also advises boards of directors 
and senior management of distressed companies regarding fiduciary duties and corporate governance. 
Ms. Schwarzman is a member and prior board member of the International Women’s Insolvency & 
Restructuring Confederation and a member of the Local Bankruptcy Rules Committee for the South-
ern District of New York. She received her B.A. cum laude from the University of Pennsylvania in 
2007 and her J.D. in 2010 from the University of Pennsylvania Law School, as well as a Certificate in 
Business Economics and Public Policy from the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania, 
where she was a teaching fellow with the Marshall Brennan Constitutional Law Literacy Project.

Yvette R. Austin Smith is a principal in the New York office of The Brattle Group, Inc. and spe-
cializes in M&A and bankruptcy disputes, with subject-matter expertise in valuation and credit and 
solvency analysis. She provides testifying and consulting expert services in litigation matters related 
to mergers and acquisitions, dissenting shareholder actions, leveraged buyouts, recapitalization, debt-
recharacterization and avoidance actions. Ms. Austin Smith has also served as an expert in interna-
tional trade subsidy disputes. She has submitted expert oral and written testimony in multiple venues, 
including state courts in Delaware and New York, U.S. federal bankruptcy and district courts, interna-
tional courts in Canada and Australia, and the World Trade Organization and other international arbi-
tration forums. In addition to opining on valuation, she has also provided expert testimony on market 
practice and transaction structure in M&A disputes. In representative bankruptcy engagements, Ms. 
Austin Smith has been retained as a solvency or valuation expert in connection with the bankruptcies 
of Lehman Brothers (on behalf of JPMorgan Chase), Caesars Entertainment Operating Co. (on behalf 
of Apollo Global Management), Energy Future Holdings (on behalf of Wilmington Trust Co.), and 
U.S. Steel Canada (on behalf of U.S. Steel). She has written a number of publications and presented 
on valuation and credit analysis for organizations including the American Bar Association, ABI, the 
National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, the Delaware State Bar Association, Thomson Reuters 
and Bloomberg Law. Ms. Austin Smith is a contributing author to the Model Merger Agreement for 
the Acquisition of a Public Company, published by the ABA’s Mergers and Acquisitions Committee, 
and a contributing researcher to The Standard & Poor’s Guide to Fairness Opinions: A User’s Guide 
for Fiduciaries. She has also been a member of the teaching faculty of Harvard University Extension 
School, where she taught a graduate finance course, and is a past faculty member of the American Bar 
Association’s National Institute of Negotiating Business Acquisitions. Prior to joining The Brattle 
Group, Ms. Austin Smith provided investment banking advisory services, including mergers and 
acquisitions, fairness opinions, solvency opinions and commercially reasonable debt opinions. Ms. 
Austin Smith received her A.B. in government and philosophy from Harvard College and her M.B.A 
in finance from Columbia University.

Hon. Elizabeth S. Stong has served as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of New 
York in Brooklyn since 2003. Prior to her appointment the bench, she was a litigation partner and 
associate at Willkie Farr & Gallagher in New York, an associate at Cravath, Swaine & Moore, and 
law clerk to Hon. A. David Mazzone, U.S. District Judge in the District of Massachusetts. Judge 
Stong is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations, the Council of the American Law Institute 
and the board of the ABA Center for Innovation, and she holds leadership roles in the International 
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Insolvency Institute, Practising Law Institute, P.R.I.M.E. Finance, American Bar Foundation and the 
ABA’s Business Law Section and Judicial Division. Judge Stong’s past positions include president 
of the Harvard Law School Association, chair of the NCBJ International Judicial Relations Commit-
tee, and chair of the New York City Bar’s ADR Committee. She also served on the ABA’s Standing 
Committee on Pro Bono and Public Service, Standing Committee on the American Judicial System, 
Standing Committee on Continuing Legal Education, Commission on Women in the Profession, and 
Commission on Homelessness and Poverty. Judge Stong has trained judges in Central Europe, North, 
Central and West Africa, the Middle East and the Arabian Peninsula with the U.S. Commerce De-
partment, the World Bank and INSOL. She also has consulted with the Supreme Court of China and 
People’s High Courts in Beijing and Guangzhou, and led judicial workshops in Cambodia, Argentina, 
Brazil and Chile. She received the ABA Glass Cutter Award, the NYIC Hon. Cecelia Goetz Award, 
the Brooklyn Bar Association’s Freda Nisnewitz Award for Pro Bono Service, and the MFY Legal 
Services Scales of Justice Award. Judge Stong is an adjunct professor at Brooklyn Law School and St. 
John’s University School of Law. She received her A.B. magna cum laude from Harvard University 
and her J.D. from Harvard Law School.

Hon. James J. Tancredi is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Connecticut in Hartford, 
sworn in on Sept. 1, 2016. Prior to his appointment to the bench, he was a commercial litigation and 
business restructuring partner at Day Pitney, LLP (f/k/a Day Berry & Howard), where, as a business 
litigator and commercial restructuring lawyer, he co-founded the firm’s regional and national bank-
ruptcy practice. During his 37 years in private practice, he represented financial institutions and other 
major constituents in a broad range of prominent insolvency related proceedings pending in courts 
on the Amtrak corridor. During his career, Judge Tancredi frequently lectured at the University of 
Connecticut School of Law and at bar association Continuing Legal Education programs on a broad 
range of commercial, real estate, and restructuring issues and strategies. His professional and bar as-
sociation activities included service as president and director of the Hartford County Bar Association 
and the Connecticut Turnaround Management Association. He also has been an active member of the 
Connecticut Bar Association, American Bar Association and the American Trial Lawyers Associa-
tion, and he was a director of the Hartford County Bar Foundation and Connecticut Mental Health 
Association. He is also a Connecticut Bar Foundation James W. Cooper Fellow. Judge Tancredi has 
written widely about business restructuring issues and co-authored the Connecticut chapter in Strate-
gic Alternatives for and Against Distressed Businesses, 2016 edition, published by Thomson Reuters. 
He received his B.A. magna cum laude in urban studies and political science from the College of the 
Holy Cross in Worcester, Mass., and his J.D. magna cum laude from the University of Connecticut 
School of Law.

Sandra J. Vrejan is a partner with Morgan Lewis & Bockius LLP in Boston, where she represents 
borrowers and lenders in complex multinational finance transactions and financial restructurings. Her 
client base includes financial institutions, specialty finance companies, investment funds, and public 
and private companies in many industries. Ms. Vrejan advises in transactions involving multiple tiers 
of debt capitalization requiring complex intercreditor arrangements, syndicated leveraged transac-
tions in asset-based and cash-flow contexts, acquisition financings, and debtor-in-possession and exit 
financings. She also has previously served as hiring partner for Morgan Lewis’s Boston office, and 
President Bill Clinton cited her for pro bono work in political asylum cases. Ms. Vrejan has been a 
member of the Steering Committee of Boston Corporate Finance Community, the Finance Commit-
tee of the International School of Boston, the Women’s Network Advisory Board Greater Boston 
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Chamber of Commerce and the Women’s Bar Association, and she has served as adjunct faculty at 
Boston University School of Law, where she has taught transnational lending. She is admitted to 
practice in Massachusetts and New York, before the U.S. District Courts for the District of Massa-
chusetts and the Southern and Eastern Districts of New York, and before the Massachusetts Supreme 
Judicial Court. Ms. Vrejan received her B.A. in 1990 from Boston University and her J.D. in 1995 
from Hofstra University School of Law.

David M. Weinstein is chief credit officer at Blacksail Capital Partners and IconiQ Finance in West-
port, Conn., where he assists in overseeing the credit and operational functions at Line Financial and 
contributes to the firm’s overall strategic vision. Before joining Line Financial, he was a principal and 
senior underwriter for Ares Commercial Finance, a unit of Ares Management LLC, and was the man-
aging partner of a boutique investment banking and advisory firm, Lakeside Advisors. Prior to that, 
Mr. Weinstein was a partner in the management-consulting firm of Morris Anderson & Associates. 
He also served in senior management and leadership positions with Congress Financial Capital and 
CIT Group Inc. In addition to his corporate experience, Mr. Weinstein is the immediate past president 
of the Connecticut Turnaround Management Association and a past president of the New York City 
chapter of the Turnaround Management Association. He is a frequent panelist on industry issues 
and is currently an adjunct faculty member of Pace University’s Lubin School of Business, where 
he teaches finance. Mr. Weinstein received both his B.A. in economics and political science and his 
M.B.A. from Pace University.


