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Hon. Frank J. Bailey was appointed as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Massachusetts 
in Boston on Jan. 30, 2009, and served as Chief Judge from December 2010 until December 2015. 
He also serves on the First Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel. Previously, Judge Bailey clerked for 
Hon. Herbert P. Wilkins of the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court from 1980-81 and was an asso-
ciate at the Boston office of Sullivan & Worcester LLP until 1987, where he practiced in its litigation 
and bankruptcy departments. He spent the next 22 years as a partner at Sherin and Lodgen LLP, where 
he chaired its litigation department and was a member of its management committee. His practice 
focused on complex business litigation and creditors’ rights, and he often represented clients in medi-
cal device, pharmaceutical and high-technology businesses. Judge Bailey served as the consul for the 
Republic of Bulgaria in Boston before his appointment to the bench, and he has participated in many 
international judicial programs. In 2013, he taught at the Astrakhan State University School of Law 
in south central Russia, and he has also taught courses in Sofia, Bulgaria and Tashkent, Uzbekistan. In 
addition, he taught legal writing and research at Boston University School of Law from 1981-93 and 
currently teaches business reorganizations at Suffolk University Law School in Boston. Judge Bailey 
was appointed by the First Circuit to oversee the financial restructuring of the City of Central Falls, 
R.I. He has served on the Board of Governors of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and 
was its Education Committee Chair in 2017. Beginning in October 2019, he will serve as NCBJ’s 
president-elect. In addition, he is past chair of the National Conference of Federal Trial Judges of the 
American Bar Association and currently serves as the Judicial Member at Large on the ABA Board 
of Governors. Judge Bailey received his B.S.F.S. from Georgetown University’s School of Foreign 
Service and his J.D. from Suffolk University School of Law.

Hon. Hannah L. Blumenstiel is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of California in 
San Francisco. Prior to her appointment on Feb. 11, 2013, Judge Blumenstiel was an associate (2003-
08) and then a partner (2008-12) with Winston & Strawn LLP, where she focused her practice on 
creditors’ rights litigation in state and federal court, including bankruptcy court. From 2001 to 2003, 
Judge Blumenstiel was an associate with Murphy Sheneman Julian & Rogers LLP, where she repre-
sented debtors, creditors and trustees in bankruptcy cases and adversary proceedings. She served as 
a law clerk to Hon. Charles M. Caldwell of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of 
Ohio (Eastern Division) from 1998 to 2001, and from 1997-98, she represented the State of Ohio’s 
interests in bankruptcy cases as an assistant attorney general with the Revenue Recovery Section of 
the Ohio Attorney General’s Office. Judge Blumenstiel sits on ABI’s Board of Directors. She received 
her J.D. from Capital University Law School in 1997 while working full-time for the Columbus Bar 
Association as director of its pro bono initiative, “Lawyers for Justice,” and her B.A. from Ohio State 
University in 1992.

Steven J. Boyajian is counsel with Robinson & Cole LLP in Providence, R.I., and is a member of its 
Bankruptcy + Reorganizations Group, where focuses his practice on bankruptcy, creditors’ rights, and 
litigation involving real estate and business disputes. He frequently represents financial institutions, 
private lenders, purchasers of distressed assets, landlords, title insurers, suppliers and professional 
service providers. Mr. Boyajian represents financial institutions and private lenders in the enforce-
ment of their rights under credit documents, including through litigation, conduct of secured party 
sales, foreclosures and workouts. He also develops and executes offensive and defensive strategies 
for creditors who are confronted by insolvency-related risks. In addition, Mr. Boyajian assists lenders, 
asset-purchasers, landlords, trade creditors, insurers, creditors’ committees and trustees in all stages 
of bankruptcy and receivership proceedings, including relief from stay and cash-collateral hearings, 
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preference and fraudulent-transfer litigation, asset sales and confirmation proceedings. He also rep-
resents owners, lenders and title insurers in all real estate litigation, including contested foreclosures, 
challenges to the validity of mortgages, evictions, prescriptive easements and adverse possession, tax 
appeals, tax sales and title insurance coverage matters. He has defended multiple claims concerning 
the alleged invalidity of consumer mortgages and pending foreclosures, including cases in a master 
docket of more than 800 cases in the U.S. District Court for the District of Rhode Island. Mr. Boyajian 
contributes to the firm’s Data Privacy + Security Insider blog and is committed to pro bono work. 
He participates in the Rhode Island Bar Association’s Elderly Pro Bono Program by assisting elderly 
individuals faced with collection actions. Previously, Mr. Boyajian was with a boutique bankruptcy 
firm in Providence, where he counseled clients on all aspects of receivership proceedings and related 
litigation and in all stages of bankruptcy. While in law school, he worked for the National Consumer 
Law Center in Boston. Mr. Boyajian received his B.A. in politics from Pomona College and his J.D. 
cum laude from Boston College Law School.

G. Eric Brunstad, Jr. is a partner at Dechert, LLP in Hartford, Conn., and has argued 10 cases in 
the U.S. Supreme Court, including matters involving bankruptcy, the First Amendment, fee-shifting, 
taxation, the Commerce Clause, statutory interpretation, jurisdiction and arbitration. In addition to 
the cases he has argued, he has worked on more than 60 other matters in the Supreme Court and has 
argued and briefed numerous cases in most of the federal courts of appeals, as well as argued two 
en banc matters in the Third and Eighth Circuits. In addition to his practice, Mr. Brunstad is a visit-
ing lecturer in law at the Yale Law School and an adjunct professor of law at New York University 
School of Law, where he teaches courses on bankruptcy, argument and reason, federal jurisdiction, 
commercial transactions, secured transactions and international insolvency law. He has also taught at 
the Harvard Law School and Georgetown University Law Center. Mr. Brunstad is the 2019 recipient 
of the American Bar Association’s Business Law Section’s National Public Service Award for his pro 
bono work. He published a textbook entitled Secured Transactions, Teaching Materials and has been 
recognized in Leading Lawyers in Appellate Law, The Best Lawyers in America, Connecticut Super 
Lawyers, International Who’s Who of Insolvency & Restructuring Lawyers and Leading Lawyers 
in Bankruptcy Law. Mr. Brunstad received his B.A. magna cum laude from Connecticut College in 
1983, his J.D. from the University of Michigan Law School in 1986, where he was an associate edi-
tor and contributing editor of the Michigan Law Review, and both his LL.M. in 2011 and his J.S.D. 
in 2014 from Yale Law School.

Christopher M. Candon is an attorney at Sheehan Phinney in Manchester, N.H., and Boston, where 
he represents debtors, creditors, committees, purchasers, landlords and trustees in out-of-court re-
structurings, chapter 11 reorganizations and chapter 7 liquidations. Mr. Candon focuses his practice 
on the problems of financially distressed companies, representing debtors, creditors’ committees, 
purchasers, landlords and trustees in out-of-court restructurings, chapter 11 reorganizations and chap-
ter 7 liquidations. He also has experience with negotiating and documenting business contracts and 
complex commercial transactions, including secured and unsecured financings, letters of credit and 
DIP and exit financing transactions. Mr. Candon completed the ABI/St. John’s University 40-Hour 
Bankruptcy Mediation Training Program and serves as a mediator in state and federal civil litiga-
tion, as well as provides mediation services in bankruptcy cases. He is admitted to practice in Mas-
sachusetts, New Hampshire and New York, and before the U.S. District Courts for the District of 
Massachusetts and the District of New Hampshire as well as the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the First 
and Third Circuits. Mr. Candon is a member of the Boston, New Hampshire and New York Bar As-
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sociations, ABI and the Turnaround Management Association. He also co-chairs the Communications 
Committee of the Bankruptcy Section of the Boston Bar Association. Mr. Candon was awarded the 
Denis Maguire Pro Bono Award from the Volunteer Lawyers Project in Boston. He received his B.S. 
from St. Lawrence University and his J.D. cum laude from The Catholic University of America Co-
lumbus School of Law.

Timothy J. Carter is an associate with Goulston & Storrs PC in Boston, where he specializes in 
corporate finance and bankruptcy. He represents agents, lenders and borrowers in lending transac-
tions, and he represents debtors, creditors and committees in insolvency proceedings. In his corpo-
rate finance practice, Mr. Carter handles transactions for lenders and borrowers, including leveraged 
financings, bilateral and syndicated loans, cash-flow and asset-based loans, and acquisition-finance 
matters. He also maintains a focus on secured transactions and Uniform Commercial Code matters. 
In his bankruptcy practice, Mr. Carter represents creditors’ committees, landlords and debtors in dif-
ferent types of insolvency proceedings throughout the U.S. He also handles special-purpose entity 
structuring, as well as covenant and opinion matters in connection with real estate transactions. Mr. 
Carter has been listed in Massachusetts Super Lawyers “Rising Stars” and is a member of the Turn-
around Management Association, ABI and the Boston Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Section. Prior 
to joining the firm, he volunteered with the New York City Bankruptcy Assistance Project, advising 
low-income individuals on bankruptcy issues. He continues to give of his time on a pro bono basis, 
and he recently acted as pro bono counsel for a nonprofit organization in connection with purchasing 
real estate assets out of bankruptcy to preserve affordable housing in gentrifying areas of the City of 
Boston. Mr. Carter received his undergraduate degree from Columbia College in 2003 and his J.D. 
from Columbia University School of Law in 2010.

Hon. Peter G. Cary is Chief Bankruptcy Judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of 
Maine in Portland, initially appointed in 2014. He also serves on the U.S. Bankruptcy Appellate Panel 
for the First Circuit. Previously, he clerked for one year for the Maine Superior Court and in 1988 
joined the law firm of MittelAsen, LLC where he practiced law until his appointment to the bank-
ruptcy court. Judge Cary served as the treasurer of the Maine State-Federal Judicial Council and as an 
advisory director of the Nathan & Henry B. Cleaves Law Library. He presents at various continuing 
legal education seminars for lawyers and judges, including those held by the Federal Judicial Center, 
ABI, the Maine State Bar Association and Massachusetts Continuing Legal Education, Inc. Judge 
Cary is a member of ABI, the Cumberland County Bar Association, the Maine State Bar Association 
and NCBJ, and is certified in both Consumer and Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board 
of Certification. He received his undergraduate degree cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa from the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts at Amherst in 1982 and his J.D. cum laude from Boston College Law School 
in 1987.

Stephen L. Coulombe is a managing director with Berkeley Research Group LLC in Boston. He 
previously was a senior managing director with FTI Consulting and a financial analyst with Leggat 
McCall Properties. Mr. Coulombe received his undergraduate degree in finance in 1990 with the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts at Amherst Isenberg School of Management and his M.B.A. in 1997 from 
Babson F.W. Olin Graduate School of Business.
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Andre S. Digou is a partner at Chace Ruttenberg & Freedman, LLP in Providence, R.I., where he 
practices in the firm’s Bankruptcy, Receivership and Insolvency Group; Business & Civil Litiga-
tion Group; and Business, Corporate and Non-Profit Group. He is regularly involved in insolvency 
matters, including serving as a court-appointed fiduciary or counsel to court-appointed fiduciaries in 
various industries. Mr. Digou’s litigation practice is business-centric and spans all types of corporate 
disputes, business torts and commercial matters. He practices in state and federal court and has expe-
rience in all phases of litigation. He also has experience in corporate and transactional matters, such 
as stock sales, asset-purchase agreements, financings and critical business contracts. Prior to joining 
Chace Ruttenberg & Freedman, LLP, Mr. Digou was an associate at Winograd Shine Land & Finkle, 
P.C. in Providence. He received his B.S. and M.B.A. from Endicott College, and his J.D. cum laude 
from William University School of Law.

Uchechi A. Egeonuigwe is an associate in Brown Rudnick LLP’s New York office and a member of the 
firm’s Bankruptcy & Corporate Restructuring group. She represents creditors, third-party purchasers 
of distressed assets, statutory creditor and equityholder committees, bondholders, and individual bor-
rowers in jurisdictions throughout the U.S. Ms. Egeonuigwe works on both in-court and out-of-court 
restructurings. Her practice includes all aspects of the insolvency and bankruptcy process, including 
adversary proceedings and contested matters, the § 363 sale process, and fraudulent-conveyance and 
preference litigation. Prior to Brown Rudnick, Ms. Egeonuigwe served as the judicial law clerk for 
Hon. William T. Thurman in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Utah. She also served as 
a judicial extern for Hon. Maureen A. Tighe in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Central District of 
California. She is licensed to practice law in California and New York. Ms. Egeonuigwe received her 
undergraduate degree from the University of California, Riverside as a scholar-athlete and her J.D. 
from the University of San Diego School of Law.

Hon. Michael A. Fagone is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Maine in Bangor, appointed 
in April 2015. Previously, he was co-chair of Bernstein Shur’s Business Restructuring and Insolvency 
Practice Group in Portland, where he specialized in bankruptcy and insolvency law. While practic-
ing law, he was recognized in The Best Lawyers in America and by Chambers USA as one of the top 
bankruptcy lawyers in Maine. Judge Fagone is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the 
American Board of Certification and serves on ABI’s Board of Directors. He received his B.A. from 
Amherst College in 1993 and his J.D. summa cum laude from the University of Maine School of Law 
in 1997.

Hon. Joan N. Feeney is a retired U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Massachusetts in Boston, 
initially appointed in 1992. She served as Chief Judge from 2002-06 and as Chief Judge of the First 
Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel. Judge Feeney is the business manager of the American Bank-
ruptcy Law Journal, for which she served as an associate editor from 2013-16. She is a Fellow, vice 
president and a member of the board of directors of the American College of Bankruptcy, and served 
for three years on its Board of Regents. Judge Feeney is a co-author of the Bankruptcy Law Manual, 
a two-volume treatise published by Thomson Reuters, and of a book for consumers, The Road Out of 
Debt, published by John Wiley & Sons. She was president of the National Conference of Bankruptcy 
Judges from 2011-12 and has served that organization in numerous capacities, including on its board 
of governors, as chair of its Newsletter Committee, as editor-in-chief and reporter for Conference 
News, and on special projects. Judge Feeney is a founder and co-chair of the M. Ellen Carpenter 
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Financial Literacy Project, a joint venture of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Massachu-
setts and the Boston Bar Association. She was a member of the International Judicial Relations Com-
mittee of the Judicial Conference of the United States from 2006-12, hosting many delegations of 
foreign judges in the U.S. and traveling to foreign countries on behalf of the federal judiciary. Judge 
Feeney chairs the Massachusetts Bankruptcy Court’s Pro Bono Committee and was co-chair of the 
Massachusetts Local Rules Committee for many years. She also served for several years on ABI’s 
Board of Directors and as judicial chair of several regional ABI educational programs, in addition to 
being a frequent ABI panelist. Prior to her appointment to the bench, Judge Feeney was an associate 
and partner in the Boston law firm Hanify & King, P.C., was a career law clerk to Hon. James N. Ga-
briel, U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Massachusetts, and a partner in the Boston law firm 
Feeney & Freeley, where her practice included service as a trustee on the U.S. Trustee’s private panel 
of trustees. She received the Boston Bar Association’s Haskell Cohn Award for Distinguished Judicial 
Service, and in 2009 the American College of Bankruptcy First Circuit Fellows recognized her for her 
contributions to bankruptcy jurisprudence and practice. She is also the 2018 recipient of the Charles 
P. Normandin Award of Lifetime Achievement from the Boston Bar Association. Judge Feeney is a 
graduate of Connecticut College and Suffolk University Law School.

Tinamarie Feil is co-founder and president of Client Services of BMC Group, Inc. in New York and 
has 30 years of experience in directing various aspects of corporate compliance, communications and 
insolvency case administration, as well as the due diligence process in major merger & acquisition 
transactions. She served on ABI’s Board of Directors and is Committee Leader of IWIRC’s delega-
tion to the United Nations Committee on International Trade Law (Working Group V, Insolvency). 
Ms. Feil is a frequent author and speaker. Articles she has authored include “Planning a Smooth 
Chapter 11 Distribution Process,” “Quick, or Not So Quick, Sales Under Chapter 11,” “What About 
the Cloud” and “Concerns Surrounding the Transmission of Personally Identifiable Information,” and 
co-authored “Claims Trading Promotes Ownership Concentration.” Ms. Feil is an active member of 
Turnaround Management Association, ABI, the Association for Corporate Growth and INSOL Inter-
national. In addition, Ms. Feil is committed to community service, mentoring, and physical and men-
tal well-being. She received her B.A. in communications from the University of Washington in 1984.

Chris Ferrara is a director in the Financial Advisory Services (FAS) group at Capstone Headwaters 
in Boston and has more than 15 years of experience leading finance functions of early and growth-
stage organizations, both public and private-equity/venture-backed, that have achieved accelerated 
annual revenue growth and material exit returns for their investors, including transactions of $1.2B 
and $1.1B. His specialties include C-Level leadership, investor relations, corporate development, 
controllership, equity and debt financing, financial and strategic planning, capital budgeting and pric-
ing, and M&A due diligence. Prior to joining Capstone Headwaters, Mr. Ferrara was CFO and trea-
surer of a multinational medical device manufacturer. He has also had additional senior financial 
leadership roles for IT security, Telco infrastructure, software (SaaS/Enterprise) and defense organi-
zations with similar outcomes. Mr. Ferrara received his B.S.B.A. in finance from Boston University 
and his M.B.A. and M.S.A. from Bentley University.

Hon. Diane Finkle is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Rhode Island in Providence, ap-
pointed on Sept. 6, 2012. She was appointed to the First Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel in 2013. 
Since taking the bench, Judge Finkle has conducted legal education seminars for the Rhode Island 
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Bar Association on bankruptcy topics and has served on seminar panels for ABI and MCLE/New 
England. Prior to her appointment, she was an attorney for 30 years with Winograd, Shine and Zacks 
PC in Providence, R.I., where she represented debtors, secured creditors and creditors’ committees 
in chapter 11 bankruptcy cases, and served as counsel to bankruptcy trustees, also having served as 
a court-appointed receiver for various manufacturing, service and retail businesses, and commercial 
and residential real estate developments in numerous state court receivership proceedings. Judge 
Finkle had been continually listed in The Best Lawyers in America for Rhode Island Bankruptcy and 
Insolvency practitioners since 2007, and was named a Super Lawyer in 2008. She has also served 
on numerous education panels for ABI, the Rhode Island Bar Association and the Massachusetts 
Continuing Legal Education. Judge Finkle received her B.A. from Colorado University and the Uni-
versity of Rhode Island, and her J.D. from George Washington National Law Center at George Wash-
ington University.

Kate P. Foley is an associate in Mirick O’Connell DeMallie & Lougee, LLP’s Creditors’ Rights, 
Bankruptcy, and Reorganization Group in Westborough, Mass., and assists with all aspects of the 
group’s practice. She primarily focuses on creditors’ rights, bankruptcy and business restructuring, 
and frequently represents court-appointed trustees, chapter 11 debtors, secured lenders, commercial 
landlords and other creditors in bankruptcy and restructuring matters. Ms. Foley is admitted to prac-
tice before the U.S. District Court for the District of Massachusetts and is a member of the Boston Bar 
Association, the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC), ABI’s 
Board of Directors, and the Massachusetts and Worcester County Bar Associations. She received her 
B.A. magna cum laude in political science and religious studies in 2006 from the College of the Holy 
Cross, her M.A.R. magna cum laude in ethics from the Yale Divinity School in 2008, and her J.D. 
cum laude in 2011 from Boston College Law School, where she was articles editor of the Boston Col-
lege Journal of Law & Social Justice.

Hon. Robert E. Gerber is Of Counsel with Joseph Hage Aaronson in New York and a retired U.S. 
Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of New York in New York, appointed in 2000 and reap-
pointed in 2014. He assumed recall status in January 2015 and retired in January 2016. Judge Gerber 
offers services in bankruptcy and commercial arbitration, mediation, fiduciary work and consulting. 
While on the bench, Judge Gerber presided over a wide variety of chapter 11, chapter 7, chapter 15, 
§ 304 and SIPA cases, including PSINet, Ames Department Stores, Global Crossing, Adelphia, ABIZ, 
Basis Yield Alpha Fund, Lyondell Chemical, BearingPoint, DBSD North America, Chemtura, Pin-
nacle Airlines, Houghton-Mifflin Harcourt and General Motors. He presided over more than 20 cases 
with over $100 million in debt, including 10 with over $1 billion in debt. Judge Gerber has published 
roughly 200 opinions, principally in the business bankruptcy and corporate governance areas, and 
throughout his tenure on the bench was named one of the nation’s outstanding bankruptcy judges six 
times. Prior to taking the bench, he practiced with the firm of Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacob-
son in New York City, specializing in securities and commercial litigation and, thereafter, bankruptcy 
litigation and counseling. He is an adjunct professor of law at Columbia Law School (where he teach-
es Columbia’s Advanced Bankruptcy Seminar), a contributing author to Collier on Bankruptcy, and 
a Fellow and former director of the American College of Bankruptcy. Judge Gerber earned his B.S. 
with high honors in industrial engineering from Rutgers University in 1967 and his J.D. magna cum 
laude from Columbia Law School in 1970, where he was a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar and a James 
Kent Scholar. He then served as a First Lieutenant in the U.S. Air Force from 1971-72.
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Stefanie Birbrower Greer is a vice president and corporate counsel with The Prudential Insurance 
Company of America in Newark, N.J. She joined Prudential in 2013 and supports the corporate proj-
ects and workout section of Prudential Capital Group. Prior to joining Prudential, Ms. Greer was a 
partner in the bankruptcy group at Dickstein Shapiro LLP. She received her B.A. from Tufts Univer-
sity and her J.D. from American University’s Washington College of Law.

Douglas Hallward-Driemeier is a partner with Ropes & Gray LLP in Washington, D.C., and leads 
the firm’s Appellate and Supreme Court practice. He has presented more than 70 appellate arguments, 
including 16 times before the U.S. Supreme Court and before every federal circuit court of appeals, 
and he has briefed and argued both civil and criminal matters covering a wide range of subjects and 
has particular experience in the areas of intellectual property, bankruptcy, the False Claims Act, se-
curities litigation and antitrust. He has also experience litigating issues of concern to companies and 
foreign governments with international activities, including the Alien Tort Statute, the Foreign Sov-
ereign Immunities Act, and forum non conveniens. Mr. Hallward-Driemeier collaborates with col-
leagues across numerous practice areas. In addition to handling appeals, he works closely with trial 
court colleagues to present the most compelling dispositive motions and to preserve clients’ rights to 
appeal if necessary. He routinely consults with clients about avenues for challenging administrative 
actions and advises clients about the constitutionality of legislation affecting their interests. Mr. Hall-
ward-Driemeier rejoined the firm in 2010 after spending more than a decade handling civil appeals 
and Supreme Court litigation for the U.S. Department of Justice. Between 2004 and 2009, he was an 
assistant to the Solicitor General, where he briefed and argued cases on behalf of the U.S. before the 
Supreme Court. Mr. Hallward-Driemeier argued before the U.S. Supreme Court in the highly publi-
cized landmark marriage equality case (Obergefell v. Hodges) and in a key bankruptcy case regard-
ing whether an order denying confirmation of a bankruptcy plan is appealable (Bullard v. Blue Hills 
Bank). He is admitted to practice before all circuit courts of appeals, the U.S. Supreme Court, and the 
U.S. District Courts for the Districts of Massachusetts and the District of Columbia. Mr. Hallward-
Driemeier received her B.A. summa cum laude in political science in 1989 from DePauw University, 
his M.Phil. in politics in 1991 from the University of Oxford, and his J.D. magna cum laude from 
Harvard Law School in 1994, where he was a supervising editor of the Harvard Law Review.

Lee Harrington is a partner in Nixon Peabody LLP’s Financial Restructuring and Bankruptcy prac-
tice in Boston and leads the group’s distressed-asset acquisition team and is one of the group’s prin-
cipal restructuring litigation specialists, practicing in both federal and state courts. He has experience 
in the music business and represents clients throughout the entertainment industry in music, film, 
television and related fields. Mr. Harrington’s principal focus is on distressed asset-acquisition trans-
actions both inside and outside of formal insolvency proceedings and on providing nonbankruptcy 
restructuring and dissolution services. He has represented buyers and sellers of assets in transactions 
of almost every size across a wide variety of industries over the past several years, and most recently 
was involved in the acquisition of a large regional hospital, a large industrial laundry service and a 
technology fabric manufacturer, as well as the orderly sale and wind-down of a solar manufacturing 
entity. In addition, he has helped sell golf courses, various manufacturing facilities, power facilities, 
retail stores, real property and intellectual property. Mr. Harrington received his B.A. from the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts in Boston and his J.D. from Boston College Law School.
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William K. Harrington is the U.S. Trustee for Regions 1 and 2 in New York, appointed to Region 1 
on Nov. 8, 2010, and Region 2 on Nov. 26, 2013. Prior to his appointment, he was the Assistant U.S. 
Trustee for the District of Delaware and practiced bankruptcy and reorganization law at Duane Morris 
LLP. Mr. Harrington is a member of the Boston, Delaware State and American Bar Associations, ABI 
and the Delaware Bankruptcy American Inn of Court. He received his undergraduate degree from the 
University of Pennsylvania and his J.D. from Villanova University School of Law.

Hon. Bruce A. Harwood is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of New Hampshire in Con-
cord, appointed to the bench in March 2013. He also serves on the First Circuit’s Bankruptcy Appel-
late Panel. Prior to his appointment to the bench, Judge Harwood chaired the Bankruptcy, Insolvency 
and Creditors’ Rights Group at Sheehan Phinney Bass + Green in Manchester, N.H., representing 
business debtors, asset-purchasers, secured and unsecured creditors, creditors’ committees, trustees 
in bankruptcy, and insurance and banking regulators in connection with the rehabilitation and liqui-
dation of insolvent insurers and trust companies. He was a chapter 7 panel trustee in the District of 
New Hampshire and mediated disputes arising in debtor/creditor relations. Judge Harwood serves 
on ABI’s Board of Directors on its Communication, Information and Technology Committee. He 
served as co-chair of ABI’s Commercial Fraud Committee, as program co-chair of (and presently 
as judicial advisor to) ABI’s Northeast Bankruptcy Conference; and as Northeast Regional Chair of 
the ABI Endowment Fund’s Development Committee. He also served on ABI’s Civility Task Force. 
Judge Harwood is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and was consistently recognized 
in the bankruptcy law section of The Best Lawyers in America, in New England SuperLawyers and by 
Chambers USA. He received his B.A. from Northwestern University and his J.D. from Washington 
University School of Law.

Andrew C. Helman is a business, workout, and restructuring attorney with Murray Plumb & Murray 
in Portland, Maine, and works with all types of businesses, including those in the health care sector, 
to help them protect their assets. A large part of his work is focused on helping debtors and creditors, 
and he represents clients in distressed and nondistressed transactions, business litigation and prefer-
ence actions. Mr. Helman has been involved in some of the most significant chapter 11 cases in Maine 
and New Hampshire in recent years, including the representation of the debtor-in-possession in the 
largest health care bankruptcy case in Maine’s history. In that same case, he subsequently represented 
a liquidating trustee under a confirmed chapter 11 plan and successfully resolved about 50 prefer-
ence actions with an estimated value exceeding $3 million. Mr. Helman frequently writes articles for 
national insolvency publications and teaches seminars on bankruptcy and fraudulent-transfer law. He 
was selected by his peers for inclusion in the 2015-17 issues of Super Lawyers as a “Rising Star” and 
was one of 40 attorneys nationally to participate in the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges’ 
2016 NextGen Program.

Prof. Margaret Howard is a professor of law at Washington & Lee Law School in Lexington, Va., 
where she teaches courses in contracts, bankruptcy and secured transactions. She began her teaching 
career at St. Louis University and has also been a member of the faculty of Vanderbilt Law School. In 
1999, she was the recipient of Vanderbilt Law School’s Hartman Award for Excellence in Teaching. 
At Washington & Lee, she has won awards for both teaching and scholarship. She has also visited 
at Emory, Duke, Washington University and the University of North Carolina Law Schools. Prof. 
Howard was the Charles E. Tweedy, Jr. Visiting Professor of Law at the University of Alabama in 
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2005, and the Bruce W. Nichols Visiting Professor of Law at Harvard during the spring of 2001. Dur-
ing the spring of 2002, she was ABI’s Scholar in Residence, and she previously served as ABI’s Vice 
President-Rsearch Grants. Prof. Howard has written a number of articles on bankruptcy, one of which 
— “Shifting Risk & Fixing Blame: The Vexing Problem of Credit Card Obligations in Bankruptcy,” 
75 Am. Bankr. L.J. 63 (2001) — won the American Bankruptcy Law Journal’s Editors’ Prize. Her 
casebook on bankruptcy, published by West, is now in its sixth edition. Prof. Howard is a frequent 
speaker on bankruptcy topics, and testified before the National Bankruptcy Review Commission on 
discharge in consumer bankruptcy. She is past chair of the Section on Creditors’ and Debtors’ Rights 
of the Association of American Law Schools and has served on the faculties of the American Board of 
Certification and the Association of Certified Turnaround Professionals. She currently serves on the 
editorial board of The Journal of Bankruptcy Law and Practice, and has formerly served on the edito-
rial boards of The Business Lawyer, Business Law Today and the American Bankruptcy Law Journal, 
for which she remains a peer reviewer. In December 2015, Prof. Howard became the inaugural re-
cipient of ABI’s Jean Braucher Memorial Award for leadership in the field of consumer bankruptcy. 
She received her undergraduate degree from Duke University, her J.D. and M.S.W. from Washington 
University in St. Louis, and her LL.M. from Yale Law School. She is a member of the Order of the 
Coif and is listed in Who’s Who of American Women.

Maegan L. Hurley is a founding director of the Boston-based nonprofit Massachusetts Debt Relief 
Foundation, Inc., which exclusively represents low-income individuals in chapter 7 bankruptcy pro 
bono. In 2018, she was recognized as a member of the second class of ABI’s “40 Under 40” Program. 
In her work for MDRF, Ms. Hurley advises hundreds of individuals on debt-relief options each year, 
has filed over 235 chapter 7 cases, and, through the end of 2018, has helped to discharge over $7.4 
million in consumer debt. All clients are at or below 150-200 percent of the poverty line and never 
pay a legal fee. As the managing attorney, she oversees the organization’s complete case load, and 
plans and runs all board meetings as board secretary. Additionally, Ms. Hurley works part-time for 
a private law practice, Ravosa Law Offices, P.C., where she represents consumers in chapter 7 and 
chapter 13, as well as in adversary proceedings. She received her B.A. in philosophy from Simmons 
College and her J.D. from Suffolk University Law School.

Craig R. Jalbert is a principal at Verdolino & Lowey, P.C. in Foxboro, Mass., and is experienced in 
accounting and consulting services, business advisory services, tax planning and compliance, litiga-
tion support, forensic accounting and bankruptcy matters including taxation and accounting, valuation 
and insolvency, search for preference and fraudulent transactions, chapter 11 plan development, cash-
flow and business analysis, records reconstruction, post-confirmation trustee/administrator services, 
claims reconciliation, wind-down services and expert reporting. He has been involved in more than 
7,000 bankruptcy cases, including over 300 chapter 11 cases since 1990. Mr. Jalbert also has been 
appointed as both a federal and state court receiver, as well as an interim CFO, and he is frequently 
invited to speak on matters of insolvency and bankruptcy taxation. He was inducted as a Fellow in 
the American College of Bankruptcy in 2013. Prior to joining Verdolino & Lowey, Mr. Jalbert was a 
senior auditor with Arthur Andersen & Co. in the Commercial Audit Division of the Boston office. 
He received his B.S. in accountancy with honors from Boston College in 1983.

Molly Jobe is a senior manager of Restructuring and Dispute Resolution Services at CohnReznick 
LLP in New York. She focuses on operations, finance, recruiting, strategic planning, marketing and 
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business development. Previously, Ms. Jobe was a director with CR3 Partners, LLC , CAO of Chrysa-
lis Management LLC, and an assistant vice president of Nelson Brown & Co. She received her under-
graduate degree in political science in 2005 from the University of Colorado at Denver.

William W. Kannel is chair of Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky & Popeo, P.C.’s Bankruptcy & 
Restructuring Practice in Boston, where he focuses his practice primarily on commercial law and 
litigation, workouts, and corporate and municipal restructurings. He has represented various institu-
tional lenders, indenture trustees, bondholders, and other creditors, debtors and trustees in all manner 
of insolvency proceedings in courts throughout the U.S. His industry experience encompasses mu-
nicipalities, airlines, hospitals and other health care facilities, retail, telecom, energy and clean tech, 
waste disposal, military housing, hotels and educational institutions. Mr. Kannel has experience in all 
phases of bankruptcy litigation, practice and case management from both the debtor’s and creditor’s 
perspective, including relief from stay, adequate protection, valuation, preference, fraudulent transfer, 
subordination, competing plan and appellate litigation. One of his specialty areas is in negotiating 
sales of troubled companies and assets, both in and out of bankruptcy. His practice also includes ad-
dressing bankruptcy and documentation issues in securitizations, receivable sales, bond transactions, 
and structured financings generally. Mr. Kannel is active in the American College of Bankruptcy, ABI 
and the Turnaround Management Association, and he frequently lectures and writes on insolvency 
issues in front of these groups and numerous other bar, trade and industry groups, including the Na-
tional Federation of Municipal Analysts and its constituent societies and the Municipal Bond Buyers 
Conference. Mr. Kannel served as editor-in-chief of the first edition of ABI’s Health Care Insolvency 
Manual and is a former co-chair of ABI’s Health Care Insolvency Committee. He received his B.A. 
in 1981 from Wesleyan University and his J.D. in 1985 from Boston University.

Hon. Elizabeth D. Katz is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Massachusetts in Springfield, 
appointed on March 13, 2017, and assigned to the Western and Central Divisions. From 1995-2007, 
she was an assistant district attorney for the Northwestern District Attorney’s Office, and she was 
chief of the District Court Prosecutors from 2000-07. Judge Katz was an associate at the firm of Katz, 
Argenio and Powers, PC from 2007-08 and later became an associate at the Ostrander Law Office 
from 2008-13, where she concentrated her practice on bankruptcy law. At Ostrander Law Office, 
she represented a chapter 7 trustee in adversary proceedings, counseled individuals and businesses 
in financial distress, and represented clients in bankruptcy cases. In 2013, she formed and operated 
The Law Office of Elizabeth D. Katz, focusing on criminal defense and bankruptcy law. Immediately 
prior to her appointment, she had been a founding partner at Rescia, Katz & Shear, LLP since 2015. 
An active member of the Hampshire County, Hampden County and Massachusetts Bar Associations, 
Judge Katz served as president of the Hampshire County Bar Association from 2012-14. She also was 
co-chair of both the Massachusetts Bar Association’s Western Massachusetts Bankruptcy Symposium 
and the Western Division of the M. Ellen Carpenter Financial Literacy Program. In 2016, Judge Katz 
was awarded the Massachusetts Bar Association’s Community Service Award. In addition, she has 
been a frequent panelist and lecturer on the topics of both criminal and bankruptcy law. Judge Katz 
received her undergraduate degree from the University of Vermont in 1991 and her J.D. from Boston 
University School of Law, where she received the Edward F. Hennessey Award in 1994.

Justin A. Kesselman is an associate in Arent Fox LLP’s Complex Litigation and Bankruptcy groups 
in Boston. His litigation practice includes advising clients and resolving disputes over commercial 
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transactions, trademark enforcement, fiduciary duties, fraud, unfair trade practices and financial ser-
vices. He also has experience handling bankruptcy matters and out-of-court insolvency situations, 
including avoidance actions, distressed-asset sales, assignments for the benefit of creditors, and busi-
ness reorganizations. Previously, Mr. Kesselman clerked for Hon. Robert J. Cordy of the Massachu-
setts Supreme Judicial Court and interned for Hon. Frank J. Bailey of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for 
the District of Massachusetts. Prior to attending law school, he managed a large regional restaurant 
and brewery for several years. Mr. Kesselman received his B.A. cum laude from the University of 
Massachusetts at Amherst in 2003 and his J.D. magna cum laude from New England Law in 2013, 
where he was executive articles editor of the New England Law Review.

Hon. Louis H. Kornreich is a retired U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Maine in Bangor and 
is Of Counsel with Bernstein Shur in Bangor, where he mediates in complex cases. He was initially 
appointed on April 3, 2001, served as Chief Judge from 2004-11 and was redesignated as Chief Judge 
on July 1, 2013, until leaving the bench in April 2015. Judge Kornreich was also a member of the First 
Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel and was a visiting judge in the Districts of New Hampshire and 
Delaware. He also served as the representative for the First Circuit on the Bankruptcy Judges Advi-
sory Group for the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts from 2011-14. Prior to his appointment 
to the bench, Judge Kornreich was a senior partner and head of the commercial law and bankruptcy 
section at the law firm of Gross, Minsky & Mogul PA in Bangor. Judge Kornreich holds a certificate 
of completion from the St. Johns/ABI Bankruptcy Mediation Training Program and is a registered 
mediator in the bankruptcy courts of the Southern District of New York, Delaware and Massachu-
setts. He has mediated disputes in many types of bankruptcy conflicts including plan confirmations, 
avoidance cases, disputed claims and adversary proceedings covering a wide range of issues. Judge 
Kornreich received his J.D. from Catholic University of America in 1974.

Katherine M. Krakowka is a business attorney with Marcus Clegg in Portland, Maine, where she 
focuses on advising her clients through the full range of business challenges. With transactional, 
litigation and bankruptcy experience, her focus is on helping businesses understand their options 
so that they are best equipped to achieve their goals. Ms. Krakowka co-chairs the Maine State Bar 
Association’s Bankruptcy Section and is the Portland-area alumni chapter leader for Boston College 
Law School. Prior to joining Marcus Clegg, she clerked for Hon. Peter Cary and Hon. James Haines 
(ret.) at the Bankruptcy Court for the District of Maine. Ms. Krakowka received her B.A. in 2003 
from American University, her M.A. in international affairs from American University in 2004, and 
her J.D. in 2010 from Boston College School of Law.

Lisa M. Kresge is Of Counsel to Brennan Recupero Cascione Scungio & McAllister LLP in Provi-
dence, R.I., and Taunton, Mass. She previously was with the Boston office of Brown Rudnick. Ms. 
Kresge focuses on commercial finance and represents businesses and financial institutions — includ-
ing banks, credit unions and mortgage-servicers — in both transactional work and commercial litiga-
tion. She handles corporate restructuring and creditors’ rights matters, representing secured creditors, 
trade claimants and other parties-in-interest in chapter 7 and chapter 11 bankruptcy and receivership 
cases in jurisdictions across the U.S. She also routinely counsels parties in connection with secured 
and unsecured credit facilities, asset-based financing, loan workouts, and other lending and business 
transactions. Ms. Kresge oversees BRCSM’s commercial and residential foreclosure practice, in-
cluding all matters received by the firm as approved closing counsel by USFN, the oldest and largest 
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nonprofit association of mortgage banking law firms and trustee companies in the nation. She is a fre-
quent writer and speaker on bankruptcy, receivership and foreclosure law topics. Ms. Kresge serves 
on the boards of the Rhode Island Women’s Bar Association, the International Women’s Insolvency 
& Restructuring Confederation’s New England network and the Tri-Town Chamber of Commerce. 
She also is a court-appointed receiver for the Rhode Island Superior Court and a member of the 
Rhode Island Executive Roundtable, ABI and the Turnaround Management Association. Ms. Kresge 
is admitted to practice before the U.S. District Courts for the Districts Massachusetts and Rhode Is-
land. She received her undergraduate degree cum laude in 1996 from American University and her 
J.D. in 1999 from Boston University School of Law.

Robert S. Litt is Of Counsel in Morrison & Foerster LLP’s national security and global risk & crisis-
management practices in Washington, D.C., and advises industry-leading organizations on sensitive 
national security and privacy matters, white collar investigations and government enforcement ac-
tions. A former general counsel for the Director of National Intelligence, he has experience advising 
clients on national security matters, including those in relation to the Committee on Foreign Invest-
ment in the United States (CFIUS), and in civil and criminal litigation as well as investigations. He 
is also an adjunct research scholar in Columbia Law School’s National Security Law Program. Prior 
to joining Morrison & Foerster, Mr. Litt oversaw a team of attorneys providing legal advice to the 
agency and led interagency national security meetings. As spokesman for the intelligence community 
both domestically and overseas on issues relating to surveillance and privacy, he was a key member 
of the U.S. team that negotiated the EU-U.S. Privacy Shield with the European Commission. Prior to 
joining ODNI, Mr. Litt worked at the Department of Justice, serving as deputy assistant attorney gen-
eral in the Criminal Division and as the principal associate deputy attorney general. He also served 
as special advisor to the assistant secretary of state for European and Canadian Affairs. In addition, 
he was an assistant U.S. attorney for the Southern District of New York. Mr. Litt received his A.B. in 
1971 from Harvard College and his M.A. in 1973 and J.D. in 1976 from Yale University.

John G. Loughnane, CIPP is a partner in the Corporate Department of Nutter McClennen & Fish 
LLP in Boston and has more than 25 years of experience focused on growing and restructuring 
companies,  including serving as regional corporate counsel (North America) for PTC, a technology 
company. Mr. Loughnane served as co-chair of ABI’s Technology & Intellectual Property Committee 
and on the Special Projects Task Force of ABI’s Mediation Committee. He currently serves on the 
board of trustees for the Turnaround Management Association (TMA) and co-chairs ABI’s Mediation 
Committee. Mr. Loughnane is a member of the International Association of Privacy Professionals and 
speaks and writes regularly on a variety of commercial topics, including financing, technology and 
dealing effectively with disruption. He also co-chairs the Boston Bar Association’s M. Ellen Carpen-
ter Financial Literacy Program and is on the advisory board for the Veteran Entrepreneurial Training 
and Resource Network. In addition, he has served as a board member of the George Washington 
University Law Alumni Association and as president of the Holy Cross Lawyers Association. Imme-
diately after law school, John served as a law clerk for Hon. Ronald R. Lagueux of the U.S. District 
Court for the District of Rhode Island. Mr. Loughnane received his A.B. from the College of the Holy 
Cross and his J.D. with honors from the George Washington University Law School.

Hon. Julie A. Manning is the Chief Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Connecticut in Bridgeport, 
initially sworn in on Sept. 9, 2013, and named Chief Judge on Sept. 9, 2014. Prior to her appointment, 
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she was in private practice for 25 years, representing corporations, partnerships, financial institutions 
and insurance companies in bankruptcy and commercial litigation cases throughout the U.S. From 
1999 until her judicial appointment, she was a partner with the law firm of Shipman & Goodwin, LLP, 
where she chaired the firm’s Bankruptcy and Creditor Rights Group, co-chaired the firm’s Finance 
and Investment Practice Group, and was a member of the firm’s Partnership Review Committee and 
Compensation Committee. As a practicing attorney, Judge Manning was listed in the Bar Register of 
Preeminent Women Lawyers, was repeatedly named a Connecticut Super Lawyer and New England 
Super Lawyer, and was listed as one of The Best Lawyers in America in the area of Bankruptcy and 
Creditor/Debtor Rights. She is a member of ABI, the Connecticut Bar Association and the National 
Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, for which she serves on its Public Outreach Committee and En-
dowment for Education Board. During law school, Judge Manning clerked with the Office of the U.S. 
Trustee. She received her B.A. from Fairfield University and her J.D. from Suffolk University School 
of Law.

Alex F. Mattera is counsel with Partridge Snow & Hahn LLP in Boston and focuses his practice 
on all aspects of commercial bankruptcy, bankruptcy litigation, insolvency, business reorganization, 
and creditor and debtor rights. His representations include secured creditors, creditors’ committees, 
trustees, debtors, and other parties-in-interest in bankruptcy and related proceedings. He is a frequent 
speaker for ABI, the Boston Bar Association and Massachusetts Continuing Legal Education. Early 
in his career, Mr. Mattera clerked for Hon. James F. Queenan, Jr., former Chief Judge of the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court for the District of Massachusetts. In his current role, he negotiates chapter 11 plans 
of reorganization across multiple industries, including the restaurant, manufacturing and retail sec-
tors.; represents mortgagees and secured equipment lenders in chapter 11 reorganizations and sales, 
chapter 7 liquidations, assignments for the benefit of creditors and receiverships; represents both 
single and multi-asset real estate entities in complex financial restructurings; assists chapter 11 and 
chapter 7 trustees in administration of bankruptcy proceedings, liquidations of assets, and pursuit of 
estate claims and causes of action against multiple parties; represents avoidance action defendants 
against preferential transfer and fraudulent-conveyance claims by bankruptcy trustees and debtors-in-
possession; represents landlord and tenant interests in bankruptcy proceedings; helps interest-holders 
in closely held corporations, partnerships and family-owned business resolve disputes and ownership 
issues; asserts and defend claims of individual creditors in bankruptcy and nonbankruptcy state-
law insolvency proceedings; conducts bankruptcy sales on behalf of sellers, including trustees and 
debtors-in-possession; represents buyers of assets in bankruptcy and other liquidation sales; and rep-
resents unsecured creditors’ committees in chapter 11 bankruptcy proceedings. He received his B.A. 
in political science and Russian studies with honors from the University of Rhode Island in 1994, his 
M.A. in international relations from Boston University in 1997, and his J.D. from Boston College 
Law School in 1998. While studying for his juris doctorate, he served an internship with the Office 
of the U.S. Trustee.

David A. Mawhinney is an associate in the Boston office of K&L Gates LLP, where his practice 
focuses on restructuring and insolvency, commercial litigation, and privacy and data-protection com-
pliance. He has represented a variety of parties in business and consumer bankruptcy cases, with an 
emphasis on corporate debtors in chapter 11 and mortgage-holders in chapter 13 consumer cases. 
Prior to entering law school, Mr. Mawhinney worked as a theater performer in New York City. In 
2012, while clerking for Hon. Frank J. Bailey of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Mas-
sachusetts, Mr. Mawhinney helped develop what has become an annual program for the district and 
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appeals court clerks of the First Circuit called “Introduction to Bankruptcy Law and the Bankruptcy 
System.” This session provides a general overview of bankruptcy law, procedure and jurisdiction, and 
features insolvency practitioners and bankruptcy judges. In 2019, he presented a modified version of 
this program to a national audience as a webinar produced by the National Conference of Bankruptcy 
Judges. Mr. Mawhinney is a graduate of the American Repertory Theater Institute in Cambridge, 
Mass., and holds an M.F.A. from the Moscow Art Theater in Russia. He received his B.A. summa 
cum laude in 2002 from Boston College and his J.D. cum laude in 2011 from Boston College Law 
School, where he was editor-in-chief of the Uniform Commercial Code Reporter-Digest.

Richard E. Mikels is an attorney with Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones in New York and is experi-
enced in commercial law, workouts and reorganizations. He is known for representing significant 
debtor companies (both in chapter 11 and in out-of-court workouts), but he also represents creditors’ 
committees, boards of directors, insurance companies, hedge funds, claims traders and acquirers 
of businesses. Previously, Mr. Mikels was chair of Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky & Popeo, 
PC’s Bankruptcy, Restructuring & Commercial Law Practice in Boston. He is an adjunct professor 
at Boston University School of Law and has been listed in Chambers USA directories since 2003, 
The Best Lawyers in America since 1983 and Massachusetts Super Lawyers since 2004. Boston Best 
Lawyers named him Bankruptcy and Creditor-Debtor Rights Lawyer of the Year in 2010 and Bank-
ruptcy Lawyer of the Year in 2013. In 2004, Boston University awarded Mr. Mikels the Silver Shingle 
Award for Distinguised Service to the School of Law. He also holds an AV-Preeminent rating from 
Martindale-Hubbell. Mr. Mikels has conducted several mediations of commercial law disputes and 
co-chairs ABI’s Mediation Committee. He also chaired the subcommittee that drafted ABI’s Model 
Bankruptcy Rules for Mediation, and he is on the faculty of the ABI/St. John’s University’s 40-Hour 
Mediation Training Program. Mr. Mikels is often cited in The Wall Street Journal, Reuters, Dow 
Jones and the Boston Globe, and he has also appeared on CNBC. He received both his B.S. and J.D. 
cum laude from Boston University.

Lindsay Z. Milne is a shareholder in the Business Restructuring and Insolvency Practice Group at 
Bernstein, Shur, Sawyer & Nelson in Portland, Maine, where she represents a broad array of corpo-
rate clients in matters including chapter 11 reorganizations, asset sales and acquisitions, bankruptcy-
related litigation and appellate practice. Prior to moving to Portland in 2015, she practiced in the 
Financial Restructuring group at Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld in New York, where she advised 
borrowers, committees, indenture trustees and bondholders in complex chapter 11 cases, including 
in GM, Friendly’s, Kodak and Energy Future Holdings. Ms. Milne is experienced in disputes and 
transactions involving the Uniform Commercial Code, asset sales, fraudulent transfers, DIP financ-
ing, contested confirmations, valuation issues and appellate practice, among other topics. She is a 
member of the bars of New York and Maine, sits on the board of the New England Network of the 
International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation, and is a member of the ABI, the 
Turnaround Management Association. She is also a member of ABI and served on the advisory board 
of its Northeast Bankruptcy Conference, and she was honored as one of ABI’s “40 Under 40” in 2018. 
Ms. Milne has appeared as a panelist at national bankruptcy and creditors’ rights programs and has 
authored articles appearing in ABI publications and others. She received her Bachelor’s magna cum 
laude in cognitive science from Dartmouth College in 2007 and her J.D. cum laude from Fordham 
University in 2010, where she was an associate editor of the Fordham Urban Law Journal and a moot 
court competitor.



2019 NORTHEAST BANKRUPTCY CONFERENCE AND NORTHEAST CONSUMER FORUM

498

Adam S. Minsky is a sole practitioner with the Law Office of Adam S. Minsky in Boston and New 
York, and is one of the nation’s leading experts in student loan law. He remains one of the only at-
torneys in the country with a practice devoted entirely to helping student loan borrowers. Mr. Minsky 
provides counsel, legal assistance and direct advocacy for borrowers on a variety of student loan-
related matters, including repayment management, default resolution and servicing troubleshooting. 
He has been interviewed by major national media outlets including The New York Times, NPR, The 
Boston Globe, The Washington Post and The Wall Street Journal, and he has been named a Mas-
sachusetts Super Lawyer “Rising Star” every year since 2015. Mr. Minsky has published numerous 
books and articles on student debt, including The Student Loan Handbook for Law Students and At-
torneys, Student Loan Debt 101: The Definitive Guide to Understanding and Managing Your Student 
Loans, and The Student Loan Guide for Parents and Cosigners. He regularly speaks at colleges, 
nonprofit organizations and professional associations about developments in student loan law and 
higher-education financing. Mr. Minsky is admitted to practice in Massachusetts, New York and the 
U.S. District Court for the District of Massachusetts. He is a member of the National Association 
of Consumer Advocates, the New York City and State Bar Associations, the Massachusetts Bar As-
sociation, the Massachusetts LGBTQ Bar Association and the Massachusetts Association of Student 
Financial Aid Administrators. He was also selected as a Massachusetts Super Lawyers “Rising Star” 
for 2015-16 and has been ranked “Superb” by Avvo each year since 2015. Mr. Minsky received his 
B.A. in political science and philosophy magna cum laude from Boston University and his J.D. from 
Northeastern University School of Law.

Berry B. Mitchell is the program administrator for the Alternative Dispute Resolution Program for 
the U.S. District Court for the District of Rhode Island in Providence and is a member of the court’s 
Alternative Dispute Resolution Panel, providing arbitration and mediation services to civil litigants. 
Beyond his dual role as director and ADR Panel member, he provides education, training, consulting 
services and technical assistance to both federal and state courts nationwide. He has actively taught 
at the undergraduate, graduate and law school levels and has served as an ADR trainer-facilitator for 
federal court ADR panels throughout the U.S. Mr. Mitchell’s experience spans a wide range of activi-
ties in support of ADR and ADR programs at the national level, including his appointment in 2010 by 
the Director of the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts to a one-year term of service as a member 
of a national ADR Working Group; two years of service as co-chair of the ABA Dispute Resolution 
Section Committee on Court ADR Programs; service as a member of the Federal Judicial Center’s 
ADR Education Project Advisory Group, and as a designated ADR Consultant for the Federal Judi-
cial Center’s Program for Consultations in Dispute Resolution, which provides on-site consulting 
services to federal district and bankruptcy courts nationwide; and a member of the ABA’s Court ADR 
Program Advisors Project. Mr. Mitchell received his J.D. from the University of Denver College of 
Law and his ADR training from Harvard Law School.

John J. Monaghan is a partner in Holland & Knight LLP’s Boston office and serves as the national 
practice group leader of the firm’s Bankruptcy, Restructuring and Creditors’ Rights Practice Group. 
He is particularly focused on representing major case participants in complex commercial insolvency 
and restructuring matters, with a particular focus on chapter 11 cases. Mr. Monaghan represents both 
U.S.-based companies as debtors in chapter 11 and non-U.S. companies in both in-court and out-of-
court cross-border insolvency proceedings. His creditor representations focus on matters involving 
senior lenders, both in syndicated and single-lender deals, and he has experience representing credi-
tors’ committees, equity committees, purchasers of assets, landlords, licensors, trustees, parties to 
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prepetition contracts and leases, defendants in adversary proceedings and unsecured creditors. Mr. 
Monaghan’s experience crosses a broad array of industries, including finance, manufacturing, real 
estate, technology, telecommunications, retail, health care, resort and hospitality, franchise, food ser-
vice, leasing, maritime and aviation. His experience also includes numerous cross-border insolvency 
proceedings centered in a number of countries, and he has represented companies or creditors in 
cases centered in Singapore, the U.K., Canada, Switzerland, Greece, the Caribbean, Bermuda, Bra-
zil, the Czech Republic, Taiwan and other countries in matters involving shipping, finance, aviation, 
energy, manufacturing and hospitality companies. He has been named a top bankruptcy lawyer by 
numerous ranking publications, and in 2008, he was inducted as a Fellow in the American College 
of Bankruptcy. A frequent lecturer on bankruptcy issues, Mr. Monaghan has presented seminars on 
the Bankruptcy Code safe harbors for financial industry transactions, constitutional issues arising 
from the Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act (BAPCPA), litigating contested 
plan confirmation proceedings, the purchaser’s perspective in transactions with a chapter 11 debtor, 
cross-border issues in energy industry insolvencies, and maritime insolvency issues for organizations 
including ABI, the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, the International Bar Association, 
Marine Money and the Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors. He received his B.A. 
cum laude from Middlebury College and his J.D. cum laude from Boston University School of Law.

Stephen G. Morrell is the Assistant U.S. Trustee in the Office of the U.S. Trustee in Portland, Maine.

Harold B. Murphy is the founder and director of Murphy & King PC’s Bankruptcy and Financial 
Restructuring practice group in Boston, where he specializes in bankruptcy and commercial law, 
including the representation of debtors, creditors’ committees, trustees, and creditors in chapter 11 
reorganizations and chapter 7 liquidations. He is experienced in commercial finance and litigation 
and matters involving secured lending and mergers and acquisitions. He has also been appointed as 
trustee, examiner and receiver in various bankruptcy and nonbankruptcy corporate restructurings and 
liquidations. Mr. Murphy is a member of the Boston, Massachusetts and American Bar Associations 
and ABI, and he is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy. He is recognized by Chambers 
USA as “Star Individual” with a “Band 1” ranking in the bankruptcy/restructuring field in Mas-
sachusetts. He has also been listed in The Best Lawyers in America since 1995 for Bankruptcy and 
Insolvency expertise, was named “Bankruptcy – Litigation Lawyer of the Year” in Massachusetts by 
U.S. News/Best Lawyers (2012, 2013 and 2014), and has been listed in Super Lawyers as one of Mas-
sachusetts’ “Top 10 Super Lawyers.” Mr. Murphy received his A.B cum laude from Harvard College 
in 1977 and his J.D. from Suffolk University Law School in 1981.

Steven M. Notinger is the owner of Notinger Law, PLLC in Nashua, N.H., and has more than 25 
years of experience in all aspects of bankruptcy, general business and insolvency matters. He is 
recognized as one of New Hampshire’s top attorneys in business and bankruptcy matters, including 
chapter 11 reorganization, general business representation, debtor/creditor matters, director and offi-
cer liability and insolvency-related tax disputes, both in court and through out-of-court workouts. He 
has also served as a state court receiver in various disputes. Mr. Notinger has both represented trust-
ees in bankruptcy and been on the client side as a bankruptcy trustee himself. He also has experience 
representing clients in disputes with taxing authorities, including the IRS and NHDRA. Mr. Notinger 
has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America from 2007-16 and New England Super Lawyers in 
2008 and from 2011-15, and was selected by Best Lawyers as 2014 Manchester “Lawyer of the Year” 



2019 NORTHEAST BANKRUPTCY CONFERENCE AND NORTHEAST CONSUMER FORUM

500

in Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law and as New Hamp-
shire Trustee of the Year in 2001. He is admitted to practice in New Hampshire and Massachusetts, 
and before the U.S. District Courts for the Districts of New Hampshire and Massachusetts and the 
U.S. Tax Court. Mr. Notinger received his B.A. magna cum laude in 1986 from the University of New 
York at Albany and his J.D. in 1990 from Boston University Law School, where he was a finalist in 
the Moot Court competition and an Edward F. Hennessey scholar.

Perry O’Brian is a practitioner in Bangor, Maine, and represents businesses and individuals facing 
financial hardships in the District of Maine. He helps clients pursue both bankruptcy and nonbank-
ruptcy workout options. Mr. O’Brian has practiced law in Bangor since 1984. He received his under-
graduate degree from the University of Maine and his J.D. from Maine Law School.

Hon. Christopher J. Panos is Chief Judge of the U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Massa-
chusetts in Boston, initially appointed on Sept. 21, 2015. He also serves on the Bankruptcy Appellate 
Panel for the First Circuit. Prior to his appointment, Judge Panos practiced at Craig and Macauley 
P.C. in Boston for more than 25 years and served as its managing shareholder until the attorneys at 
that firm joined Partridge Snow & Hahn, LLP to open its Boston office. He then served as partner 
in charge of the Boston office until his appointment. Judge Panos had a diverse practice focusing 
on business restructuring and insolvency, mergers and acquisitions, commercial finance, business 
litigation and general business law. He represented companies, individuals, banks, hedge funds and 
private-equity funds in many different industries, including financial services, life sciences, pharma-
ceuticals, manufacturing, retail and real estate development. Judge Panos was elected as a Fellow of 
the American College of Bankruptcy in 2008 and served on its First Circuit Council from 2012-15. 
He has also served as chair of the Bankruptcy Law Section of the Boston Bar Association and on the 
Board of Trustees of the Boston Bar Foundation. Judge Panos is co-author of the MCLE Bankruptcy 
Practice in Massachusetts chapter on “Courts, Jurisdiction and Abstention,” published in 2014. He 
was regularly recognized in peer-review publications such as Chambers USA and The Best Lawyers 
in America, and was selected Boston “Lawyer of the Year” in the area of bankruptcy and restructuring 
for the 2012 and 2016 issues of The Best Lawyers in America. Law & Politics and Boston Magazine 
designated him a “Super Lawyer” each year of publication of that list and several times named him 
a “Top 100 Attorney” in Massachusetts and New England. Judge Panos received his undergraduate 
degree from Georgetown University in 1985 and his J.D. cum laude from Boston University School 
of Law in 1989.

Sarah Petrie is the assistant attorney general in the Massachusetts Attorney General’s Office in Bos-
ton. She previously was a loan-modification specialist and legal analyst/special attorney general in 
the same office. Ms. Petrie received her B.A. in American history in 2003 from Brown University and 
her J.D. in 2010 from Northeastern University School of Law.

Julia Pitney is a litigator and member of Drummond Woodsum’s Trial Services Group and Bank-
ruptcy, Restructuring & Creditors’ Rights Group in Portland, Maine, where she represents clients 
in a wide range of litigated matters in state and federal courts and at administrative hearings. Her 
practice focuses on commercial contract litigation, real estate disputes, employment law and white 
collar criminal defense. She also has years of experience representing national and local lenders and 
servicers in all phases of litigation, workouts and collection. Ms. Pitney has been recognized by New 
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England Super Lawyers as a “rising star.” Prior to joining Drummond Woodsum in 2016, she spent 10 
years practicing in Lewiston and Portland. Ms. Pitney received her J.D. in 2006 from the University 
of Maine School of Law, where she was a case note and comment editor for the Maine Law Review, 
served as a Bernstein Fellow to Hon. Joyce Wheeler, and worked as a student prosecutor at the Cum-
berland County District Attorney’s office in Portland.

Charles R. Powell, III is a shareholder with Devine, Millimet & Branch, PA in Manchester, N.H., 
with an active health care and bankruptcy practice. His health care clients include nursing homes, 
assisted-living facilities and hospitals, for which he often serves as de facto general counsel, advising 
on many aspects of the client’s business. He has also been involved in legislative initiatives important 
to health care, including as drafter/co-drafter of ground-breaking Medicaid-related statutes (NH RSA 
151-I:1-2 and NH RSA 151-E:19). Mr. Powell’s bankruptcy practice is creditor-oriented and includes 
work as co-counsel for unsecured creditors’ committees and as counsel for major creditor entities in 
numerous chapter 11 bankruptcy matters. Although based in New Hampshire, he is also admitted in 
Massachusetts, New York and New Jersey. He is listed in New England Super Lawyers and is AV-
rated by Martindale Hubbell. Mr. Powell received his J.D. with honors from Tulane Law School.

Cynthia Romano is a principal with CohnReznick Advisory in New York and co-leads the firm’s 
Restructuring & Dispute Resolution Practice. She has 25 years of experience in performance im-
provement, turnaround management, transaction support and investment analysis. Her industry ex-
perience includes health care, manufacturing, technology, energy/oil & gas, distribution, restaurants, 
professional services and nonprofit organizations. Ms. Romano’s areas of expertise include liquidity 
management, profit improvement through operational restructuring, organizational and process rede-
sign, capital sourcing, and business and creditor workout/management. Before joining CohnReznick, 
she managed various restructuring practices and clients including as a partner at CR3 Partners, CEO 
of Chrysalis Management, managing director at CRG Partners and manager in Bain’s Corporate 
Renewal Group. She also founded and served as CEO of a technology company and was a financial 
analyst for an angel investor group in charge of the group’s due diligence. Ms. Romano received her 
B.A. in educational policy in 1993 and her M.B.A. in international management from the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology Sloan School of Management in 2002.

Suzanne B. Roski, CPA, CIRA, CDBV is a managing director in Protiviti Inc.’s Richmond, Va., of-
fice, and is a member of its Restructuring & Litigation Services practice. She leads the firm’s debtor 
practice and also provides services to creditors, statutory committees, trustees and other parties-in-
interest in bankruptcy and restructuring matters. She also provides services, including expert-witness 
testimony, in commercial litigation matters, particularly those related to chapter 11 or 7. Prior to 
joining Protiviti, Ms. Roski worked in private industry and began her career in public accounting. 
She received her B.S. in business administration with an accounting major from the University of 
Richmond and her M.B.A. from the University of Virginia Darden School of Business.

Marlene Sallo is executive director of the Disability Law Center in Boston and has served as chief 
of staff and senior counsel for the U.S. Department of Justice Community Relations Service (CRS), 
the nation’s “peacemaker” for community conflicts and tensions arising from conflicts based on race, 
color, national origin, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, religion and disability. Prior to as-
suming this role, Ms. Sallo was appointed by President Obama to serve as the staff director of the 
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U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, where she had the opportunity to direct several fact-finding public 
hearings and reports investigating civil rights violations based on gender, religion, national origin, 
or in the administration of justice. Ms. Sallo previously worked at UnidosUS, the nation’s largest 
Hispanic civil rights and advocacy organization, where she developed issue-awareness campaigns to 
educate UnidosUS affiliates, state and federal government officials, and the public on national and 
state-level policies and initiatives that disparately and/or disproportionately impact Latino youth. 
Ms. Sallo has dedicated her career to protecting the rights of disenfranchised and vulnerable children 
through her work as a case manager, special-education teacher and child-welfare attorney. As a zeal-
ous advocate for children, she has challenged policies and practices within public school systems that 
push minority students with disabilities out of school and into the juvenile justice system. Ms. Sallo 
co-chairs the American Bar Association’s (ABA) Section of Litigation, Children’s Rights Litigation 
Committee and previously served as both a commissioner with the ABA’s Commission for Youth at 
Risk and as a member of the Florida Bar’s Standing Committee on the Legal Needs of Children. Ms. 
Sallo received her B.A. in psychology from Manhattanville College and her J.D. from Florida State 
University College of Law. She also received an honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters from Man-
hattanville College.

Andrew Z. Schwartz is a partner with Foley Hoag LLP in Boston, where his practice lies at the in-
tersection of litigation and bankruptcy law. He leads the firm’s bankruptcy practice and is a member 
of its Litigation Department. Mr. Schwartz concentrates his practice on complex commercial and 
financial matters, often involving insolvency issues. His expertise includes representation of foreign 
sovereign governments in U.S. court proceedings. Mr. Schwartz has tried business cases in courts 
across the country. In the bankruptcy arena, he has experience representing debtors, creditors, buy-
ers and other constituencies. He has also represented official committees of unsecured creditors. Mr. 
Schwartz has repeatedly been ranked as a Bankruptcy/Restructuring Leading Individual by Cham-
bers USA, listed in The Best Lawyers in America and recognized as a Massachusetts Super Lawyer. 
He received his A.B. in political science from Brown University in 1978 and his J.D. magna cum 
laude in 1982 from Boston University School of Law.

Jacob T. Simon is a consumer bankruptcy attorney with Simon Law in with offices in Lynn and 
Swampscott, Mass. He has 10 years of experience litigating bankruptcy, consumer-protection and 
foreclosure-defense matters. He is a frequent speaker on “best practices” for consumer bankruptcy 
attorneys and has done extensive pro bono work throughout lower-income communities in Lynn, 
Revere and Chelsea. Mr. Simon co-chairs the Public Service Committee of the Boston Bar Associa-
tion and is a member of the Pro Bono Advisory Board of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District 
of Massachusetts. He received his B.A. in 2004 from the University of Missouri and his J.D. in 1008 
from Suffolk University Law School.

Danielle Spinelli is vice-chair of the Appellate and Supreme Court Litigation group at WilmerHale 
in Washington, D.C. Her practice includes advocacy in the Supreme Court and courts of appeals, and 
in trial-level matters involving complex legal questions, with a particular emphasis on matters involv-
ing bankruptcy, administrative law, constitutional law, criminal law and procedure, and federal Indian 
law. Ms. Spinelli has argued before the Supreme Court four times, in Bank of America v. Caulkett, 
Clark v. Rameker, United States v. Tohono O’odham Nation and Rothgery v. Gillespie County. She 
also represented the prevailing parties in Stern v. Marshall, Schwab v. Riley,  Hall v. Florida and 
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Roper v. Simmons. In addition, she has represented parties or amicii in many other Supreme Court 
cases, including the bankruptcy cases Wellness Int’l Network Ltd. v. Sharif, Executive Benefits, Inc. 
v. Arkison, Law v. Siegel, RadLAX Gateway Hotel v. Amalgamated Bank, Marrama v. Citizens Bank, 
Marshall v. Marshall and Rousey v. Jacoway, and she has successfully briefed and argued many 
bankruptcy appeals in the courts of appeals. Ms. Spinelli regularly speaks and writes on issues relat-
ing to bankruptcy law and Supreme Court and appellate practice. She received her J.D. from Harvard 
Law School, and subsequently clerked for Hon. Guido Calabresi on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Second Circuit and for Justice Stephen Breyer on the U.S. Supreme Court.

Hon. Elizabeth S. Stong has served as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of New 
York in Brooklyn since 2003. Prior to her appointment the bench, she was a litigation partner and as-
sociate at Willkie Farr & Gallagher in New York, an associate at Cravath, Swaine & Moore, and law 
clerk to Hon. A. David Mazzone, U.S. District Judge in the District of Massachusetts. Judge Stong 
is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations, the Council of the American Law Institute and the 
ABA Standing Committee on Pro Bono and Public Service, and holds leadership roles in several or-
ganizations, including the International Insolvency Institute, the Practising Law Institute, P.R.I.M.E. 
Finance, American Bar Foundation, the ABA Business Law Section and the National Conference of 
Federal Trial Judges. Previously, Judge Stong served as president of the Harvard Law School As-
sociation, chair of the NCBJ International Judicial Relations Committee and chair of the New York 
City Bar ADR Committee. She also served on the ABA’s Standing Committee on the American Ju-
dicial System, Standing Committee on Continuing Legal Education, Commission on Women in the 
Profession and Commission on Homelessness and Poverty. Judge Stong has trained judges in Central 
Europe, North, Central and West Africa, the Middle East, and the Arabian Peninsula with the U.S. 
Commerce Department, the World Bank and INSOL. She has consulted with the Supreme Court of 
China and People’s High Courts in Beijing and Guangzhou, and led judicial workshops in Cambodia, 
Argentina, Brazil and Chile. Judge Stong received the ABA Glass Cutter Award, the NYIC Hon. Ce-
celia Goetz Award, the Brooklyn Bar Association’s Freda Nisnewitz Award for Pro Bono Service and 
the MFY Legal Services Scales of Justice Award. She also is an adjunct professor at Brooklyn Law 
School and St. John’s University School of Law. Judge Stong received her A.B. magna cum laude 
from Harvard University and her J.D. from Harvard Law School.

Hon. James J. Tancredi is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Connecticut in Hartford, 
sworn in on Sept. 1, 2016. Prior to his appointment to the bench, he was a commercial litigation and 
business restructuring partner at Day Pitney, LLP (f/k/a Day Berry & Howard), where he cultivated a 
diverse and challenging practice that crossed major industries, moved from regional to national scope 
and secured material roles in prominent restructuring and bankruptcies. During his 37-year career at 
Day Pitney, he tried dozens of cases, represented a full range of constituents, and assembled and led 
innumerbale teams in often highly contested, first-impression financial reorganizations. Judge Tan-
credi frequently lectures at the University of Connecticut School of Law and at bar association CLE 
programs. His professional activities have included service as president and director of the Hartford 
County Bar Association and the Connecticut Turnaround Management Association. Judge Tancredi 
has been an active member of the ABA, ABI, Connecticut Bar Association, HCBA and CTTMA, and 
he was a director of the Hartford County Bar Foundation and Connecticut Mental Health Associa-
tion. He is also a Connecticut Bar Foundation James W. Cooper Fellow. In practice, he wrote widely 
about business restructuring issues and co-authored the Connecticut chapter in Strategic Alternatives 
for and Against Distressed Businesses, 2016 Edition (Thomson Reuters). Judge Tancredi received his 
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B.A. in urban studies and political science from the College of the Holy Cross in Worcester, Mass., 
and his J.D. from the University of Connecticut School of Law.

Lisa Bittle Tancredi is a bankruptcy and creditors’ rights partner with Gebhardt & Smith LLP in Bal-
timore and also works out of the firm’s Wilmington, Del., offices. During her more than 20 years in 
private practice, she has represented debtors, secured creditors, trustees and committees, both inside 
and outside of bankruptcy courts across the country. Ms. Tancredi is admitted to the bars of Mary-
land, Delaware and the District of Columbia, and she currently chairs the Maryland Bankruptcy Bar 
Association/U.S. District Court Liaison Committee. She also served as president of the Bankruptcy 
Bar Association for the District of Maryland from 2014-15, and from 2013-16 she chaired the Mary-
land Local Bankruptcy Rules Committee and spearheaded comprehensive revisions to the local rules. 
Ms. Tancredi co-chaired ABI’s Labor and Employment Committee from 2008-09, frequently lectures 
and gives seminars to local and national groups, and has published several articles. She received her 
B.S. in mechanical engineering cum laude from Virginia Tech and her J.D. from the University of 
Maryland School of Law, during which time she clerked for the Office of the U.S. Trustee in Balti-
more. After graduation she clerked for Hon. James F. Schneider of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the 
District of Maryland.

Hon. Brian K. Tester is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Puerto Rico in San Juan, ap-
pointed by the First Circuit Court of Appeals on Nov. 13, 2006. He previously worked as an associ-
ate for a small law firm in Encino, Calif., until 1993, when he relocated to Puerto Rico. In San Juan, 
Judge Tester worked for a chapter 7 trustee, a chapter 11 bankruptcy firm, the U.S. Department of 
Justice in the Office of the U.S. Trustee, and the law firm of Fiddler, Gonzalez & Rodriguez. At Fid-
dler, he headed its bankruptcy and business reorganization division. While in private practice, Judge 
Tester was lead counsel in several published decisions and spoke regularly at bankruptcy seminars 
and conferences. In 2007, Judge Tester was appointed to the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel for the First 
Circuit and is currently still a member. In 2009, Judge Tester became the first U.S. Bankruptcy Judge 
to sit permanently in the newly renovated U.S. Courthouse located in Ponce, Puerto Rico. Since 2010, 
he has maintained his chambers and holds court in the Federal Building & U.S. Courthouse located 
in Old San Juan. In 2011, Judge Tester was appointed to the Next Generation of CM/ECF Bankruptcy 
Functional Requirement Group for one year. In 2012, his appointment was extended another year and 
was merged with the CM/ECF Working Group and became the Next Generation Working Group. In 
2014, Judge Tester was appointed to a two-year term on the First Circuit Judicial Council. Judge Tes-
ter has been a speaker for ABI, the Association of Bankruptcy Judicial Assistants, the Federal Judicial 
Center, the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, the Colegio de Abogados de Puerto Rico, the 
Bankruptcy Bar Association for the Southern District of Florida and the National Business Institute. 
He also is a professor on the faculty for the School of Law at the Inter-American University of Puerto 
Rico. Judge Tester received his J.D. from Pepperdine University School of Law in 1990.

Latonia C. Williams is a partner with Shipman & Goodwin LLP in Hartford, Conn., and is a com-
mercial litigator with a focus on bankruptcy and creditors’ rights matters, having represented secured 
and unsecured lenders, insurance companies, equipment lessors, health care businesses and franchi-
sors. She represents creditors in all aspects of bankruptcy proceedings throughout the U.S., includ-
ing defending against avoidance actions brought by debtors and trustees. In addition, Ms. Williams 
advises clients on a variety of debtor/creditor disputes outside of bankruptcy in Connecticut federal 
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and state courts. She also counsels clients on breach-of-contract actions, commercial mortgage fore-
closures and landlord/tenant actions. Ms. Williams has been listed as a Connecticut Super Lawyer 
“Rising Star” for bankruptcy and creditor/debtor rights, and a “New Leader in the Law” by the Con-
necticut Law Tribune, and she has been a member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges’ 
Next Generation and a James W. Cooper Fellow of the Connecticut Bar Foundation, among other 
recognitions. She is a member of the Hartford County Bar Association board of directors and of the 
American Bar Association, ABI, the Connecticut Bar Association’s Commercial Law and Bankruptcy 
Section and the National Bar Association’s Commercial Law Section. Ms. Williams received her 
B.A. in 2006 summa cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa from Howard University and her J.D. from the 
University of Connecticut School of Law in 2009.


