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Patricia Antonelli is an attorney at Demerle & Associates, P.C. in Boston. She advises banks, credit 
unions, financial institutions and trade creditors in insolvency matters, including foreclosures, bank-
ruptcies, state court receiverships and collection matters in Rhode Island and Massachusetts. She also 
advises clients on banking, mortgage banking and consumer finance regulatory compliance matters. 
Admitted to practice in Rhode Island and Massachusetts, Ms. Antonelli is a member of ABI, the Bos-
ton Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Law Section and the International Women’s Insolvency & Restruc-
turing Confederation. She is certified by the Rhode Island Supreme Court as a Receiver/Trustee for 
Superior Court receiverships. Ms. Antonelli was selected as a Super Lawyer from 2009-24, and she 
was nominated for a Professional Excellence in Law award by RI Monthly for 2023. She is a member 
of the Planning Board for the City of Newport, R.I., and the Newport Preservation Society, and she is 
a member of Newport Lodge #104 of the Benevolent and Protective Order of the Elks. While at law 
school in Boston, Ms. Antonelli was accepted into the U.S. Department of Justice Honors Program, 
and she interned at the Office of the U.S. Trustee in Boston, which was the beginning of her career 
in insolvency and bankruptcy law. She graduated from Boston College in 1986 and received her J.D. 
from Suffolk University Law School in 1989.

Letson Douglass Boots is an associate in the Bankruptcy, Restructuring, and Insolvency Practice 
Group at Bernstein Shur in Portland, Maine. She represents debtors and creditors in all manner of 
bankruptcy-related matters, including chapter 11 reorganizations, asset sales and acquisitions, and 
bankruptcy-related litigation. Prior to joining Bernstein Shur, Ms. Boots clerked for the Maine Su-
preme Judicial Court. She received her B.A. from Colby College and her J.D. summa cum laude from 
Vermont Law School.

Harold J. Bordwin is a principal and managing director of Keen-Summit Capital Partners LLC in 
New York, where he focuses on developing and implementing strategic real estate and corporate 
finance plans for his clients. Those plans involve real estate analysis, real estate acquisitions and 
dispositions, lease modifications and terminations, and corporate finance and capital markets ser-
vices. He also is a receiver and provides fiduciary services to his clients. Mr. Bordwin has more than 
33 years of real estate advisory and transactional experience, with particular expertise in workouts 
and restructurings and other special situations. He has represented financial, corporate and retail 
clients. Mr. Bordwin has testified on real estate restructuring issues before the Judiciary Committee 
of the United States House of Representatives. He also has been interviewed and quoted in numer-
ous articles for The Wall Street Journal, The New York Times, USA Today and various trade publi-
cations. Mr. Bordwin previously was a principal with KPMG LLP and CEO of Keen Consultants. 
He is a member of ABI, the American and California Bar Associations, the International Council of 
Shopping Centers and the Turnaround Management Association, and he holds Series 7, 24, 63 and 
79 licenses. Mr. Bordwin received the 2023 Commercial Real Estate Visionary award from the NY 
Real Estate Journal the 2021 ABI Asset Sale of the Year award for his work in the Lighthouse case, 
and the 2021 ALIS – Single Asset Transaction of the Year over $25M award and Turnaround Atlas 
Awards for Hospitality & Real Estate Restructuring of the Year for his work on the L’Ermitage case. 
He received his undergraduate degree in government from Wesleyan University in 1982 and his J.D. 
from Georgetown University Law Center in 1985, where he was a staff member of Law & Policy 
in International Business and published articles in the Ecology Law Quarterly of the University of 
California at Berkeley Boalt Hall School of Law.
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Hon. Janet E. Bostwick is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Massachusetts in Boston, ap-
pointed on Sept. 27, 2019. Prior to her appointment, she practiced as a bankruptcy attorney with more 
than 30 years of experience with financially troubled companies, dealing with chapter 11 business 
reorganizations, liquidations and wind-downs, loan workouts and creditor negotiations. From 2001-
19, Judge Bostwick practiced at her own firm, Janet E. Bostwick, PC, which focused on business 
bankruptcy and restructuring. Before launching her firm, she practiced at the Boston firms of Gold-
stein & Manello, PC and Sherin and Lodgen, LLP. Judge Bostwick is a member of the American Col-
lege of Bankruptcy and serves on the Pro Bono Committee of the American College of Bankruptcy 
Foundation, which is the largest funder of bankruptcy pro bono projects and grants. Judge Bostwick 
frequently lectures on bankruptcy topics for professional organizations and bar organizations. She is 
a member of the American Bar Association and co-chairs the Administration and Courts Subcommit-
tee of its Business Bankruptcy Law Committee. She also is a member of the National Conference of 
Bankruptcy Judges, for which she serves on the Membership and Next Generation Committees. Judge 
Bostwick is a member of the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation and 
the Boston and Massachusetts Bar Associations. She also is the founding chair of the IWIRC’s New 
England Network. In 2005, IWIRC recognized her contributions to the organization by awarding her 
the Melnik Award for Exceptional IWIRC Member. From 2005-16, Judge Bostwick was co-chair of 
the M. Ellen Carpenter Financial Literacy Program, a joint program of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for 
the District of Massachusetts and the Boston Bar Association. In 2016, the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for 
the District of Massachusetts awarded her the District of Massachusetts Pro Bono Award for her work 
with the program as well as her other pro bono activities over the years. Judge Bostwick received her 
B.A. in economics and mathematics from the State University of New York at Albany and her J.D. 
from Cornell Law School.

Kirk B. Burkley is the managing partner of Bernstein-Burkley, P.C. in Pittsburgh, where his practice 
emphasizes all aspects of bankruptcy and restructuring, creditors’ rights, business and corporate 
transactions, litigation, real estate and oil and gas. He conducts seminars, live webinars and workshops 
on bankruptcy, creditors’ rights and oil and gas, and has lectured for the National Association of 
Credit Management (NACM), ABI and the Pennsylvania Bar Institute. He also is a regular panelist 
for NBI and Lorman Educational Services on various legal topics. Mr. Burkley has written several 
publications related to the bankruptcy field, with work appearing in the ABI Journal, Equipment 
Leasing Newsletter, the Pennsylvania Association of Credit Managers newsletter, the Creditor, and 
more. He is an emeritus board member of the American Board of Certification, as well as a past 
president of the Turnaround Management Association. Mr. Burkley is a member of Allegheny County 
Bar Association, ABI and the Western District of Pennsylvania Local Rules Committee. Mr. Burkley 
received his B.S. in 1999 from Ohio University and his J.D. in 2002 from the University of Pittsburgh 
School of Law, where he was a recipient of the Center for Forensic Economic Studies Award for 
Excellence in Litigation.

Aaron P. Burns is a partner at Pearce, Dow & Burns, LLP in Portland, Maine, where he concentrates 
on serving clients with commercial, transactional, business and/or debtor and creditor needs. He fo-
cuses his practice on commercial litigation, real estate litigation, commercial real estate and land use 
law, bankruptcy, reorganization, insolvency, and admiralty and maritime liens. Mr. Burns is admitted to 
practice in Maine, Massachusetts and New Hampshire, and he is a member of ABI and the American, 
Maine, Cumberland and New Hampshire Bar Associations. He has been listed in Chambers and Part-
ners (2023) for Bankruptcy and Insolvency, and in New England Super Lawyers (2023) for Business 
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Litigation. Mr. Burns received his B.A. in 1996 summa cum laude from the University of Maine and 
his J.S. in 1999 cum laude from the University of Maine School of Law, where he served as comments 
editor of the Ocean and Coastal Law Journal.

Hon. Peter G. Cary is Chief Bankruptcy Judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of 
Maine in Portland, initially appointed in 2014. He is also a panel member of the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Appellate Panel for the First Circuit, a member of the First Circuit Workplace Conduct Committee, 
and member of the First Circuit Access to Justice Committee - Bankruptcy Court Subcommittee, an 
Observer Judge for the First Circuit Judicial Council, the chair of the Academic Recognition Com-
mittee of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, the treasurer of the Maine State-Federal 
Judicial Council, and an advisory director of the Nathan & Henry B. Cleaves Law Library. Judge 
Cary is Board Certified in both Consumer Bankruptcy Law and Business Bankruptcy Law by the 
American Board of Certification. He received his undergraduate degree cum laude and Phi Beta 
Kappa from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst in 1982 and his J.D. cum laude from Boston 
College Law School in 1987.

Daniel C. Cohn is a partner with Murtha Cullina LLP in Boston, where represents debtors in chap-
ter 11 cases and out-of-court restructurings, and acquirers of distressed businesses, primarily in the 
middle market. He also represents directors, officers, equity sponsors, landlords, suppliers, creditors’ 
committees, and parties in litigation related to troubled companies. A trained mediator, Mr. Cohn 
has served as an arbitrator, mediator and advocate in alternative dispute resolution proceedings in 
the insolvency context. He has received the highest ranking from Chambers & Partners Directory 
of America’s Leading Business Lawyers, and is also listed in The Best Lawyers in America and in 
Massachusetts Super Lawyers. A Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy, Mr. Cohn recently 
completed a four-year term as the college’s leader in the First Circuit, and currently serves on the 
College’s Policy and Senior Fellows Committees. He lectures frequently on cutting-edge bankruptcy 
issues for such organizations as the American College of Bankruptcy, ABI and Massachusetts Con-
tinuing Legal Education. Mr. Cohn is admitted to the Massachusetts Bar, the U.S. Supreme Court 
and the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the First and Third Circuits. He received his B.A. in 1975 from 
Yale University and his J.D. cum laude in 1978 from Cornell Law School, where he served as an 
editor of the Cornell Law Review.

Hon. Heather Zubke Cooper is the Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Vermont in 
Rutland. Prior to her appointment, she was a partner at Facey Goss & McPhee, P.C., a Vermont-
based law firm. Judge Cooper has more than 20 years of experience in the financial and restructuring 
industry, having represented individual and corporate debtors and creditors in loan workouts and re-
structurings, liquidations, foreclosures, litigation, seizures and receiverships. She previously clerked 
for former bankruptcy judge Colleen A. Brown and practiced with Murphy & King, P.C. and Dunn, 
Kacal, Adams, Pappas & Law, P.C. Before entering private practice, Judge Cooper served as briefing 
attorney to Justice David L. Richards of the Texas Court of Appeals, Second District. She is a mem-
ber of the Texas, Massachusetts and Vermont Bar Associations, the Federal Bar Council, the Na-
tional Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, ABI and the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees. 
In addition, she serves as a member of the Human Resources Advisory Council of the Administrative 
Office of the U.S. Courts and various Second Circuit committees. Judge Cooper is a frequent lecturer 
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at national conferences on bankruptcy-related issues. She received her B.A. from the University of 
Houston in 1993 and her J.D. magna cum laude from South Texas College of Law in 1998.\

Keri W. Costello is counsel in Sullivan & Worcester LLP’s Bankruptcy & Restructuring practice 
group in New York. She represents stakeholders in a broad range of bankruptcy matters and related 
litigation, as well as out-of-court restructurings and problem loan workouts. Ms. Costello has handled 
chapter 11 representations across a diverse range of industries, including retail, oil and gas services, 
biopharmaceuticals and health care. Her clients include master and bond trustees, secured and un-
secured creditors, and equityholders. Ms. Costello is an active member of ABI and the International 
Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation. She is admitted to practice in Massachusetts, 
Maine and New York, before the U.S. District Courts for the Districts of Maine, Massachusetts, and 
the Northern and Southern Districts of New York, the First Circuit Court of Appeals and the U.S. 
Supreme Court. Ms. Costello received her B.A. from St. Michael’s College and her J.D. cum laude 
from Western New England College School of Law.

Daniel L. Cummings is a member of the law firm Norman, Hanson & DeTroy, LLC in Portland, 
Maine. He has practiced law since 1989 and has litigated cases in Maine courts, as well as in the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Courts in Maine and Massachusetts, U.S. District Court, U.S. Tax Court, the U.S. Court 
of Federal Claims and the First Circuit Court of Appeals. Mr. Cummings regularly represents credit 
union clients, including in a significant chapter 7 case with national implications that established as 
valid an “all or nothing” reaffirmation policy, Jamo v. Katahdin Federal Credit Union, 283 F.3d 392 
(1st Cir. 2002). He is a long-time ABI member and is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell. 
Mr. Cummings received his B.S. summa cum laude in 1982 from the University of Maine, and his 
J.D. in 1989 summa cum laude from the University of Maine School of Law.

Stephen B. Darr, CPA, CIRA, CFF, CDBV is a managing director in the Boston office of Huron 
Consulting Group and has more than three decades of experience helping organizations across indus-
tries navigate complex accounting, auditing and financial management issues. He has also provided 
litigation support and expert testimony in bankruptcy and non-bankruptcy matters involving prefer-
ence and fraudulent conveyance actions, professional liability claims, patent infringement, royalty 
and intellectual property disputes, construction claims, wrongful employment discharge, and lender 
liability and business tort claims. Mr. Darr has testified in U.S. bankruptcy court proceedings in states 
across the East Coast on a wide range of bankruptcy matters, including business plan feasibility, debt-
or-in-possession financing, substantive consolidation issues, cash-collateral arrangements, valuation, 
reorganization tax issues and key employee retention plans. Prior to joining Huron, he held leader-
ship roles at Mesirow Financial, KPMG and EY. Mr. Darr is a Fellow in the American College of 
Bankruptcy and holds FINRA Series 7, 24 and 79 licenses. He also serves as a subchapter V trustee. 
Mr. Darr received his B.B.A. from Boston College and his M.B.A. from the University of Chicago.

Elisabeth O. da Silva, CPA, CFF is a partner in the Business Advisory practice of DGC in Boston 
and has nearly 30 years of experience conducting white-collar investigations and providing litigation 
consulting and expert-witness services in the context of complex commercial litigation for a wide 
variety of companies, ranging from small, privately owned businesses to large, multinational publicly 
traded entities. Ms. da Silva has directed numerous international high-profile investigations involving 
complex accounting rules, alleged accounting malfeasance, asset misappropriation/concealment, and 
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a variety of other accounting, auditing and financial matters. She frequently assists companies and 
their counsel with the analysis/quantification of alleged white-collar crimes, as well as presentations 
to regulatory and prosecutorial offices. Ms. da Silva has served as the financial advisor for both debt-
ors’ and creditors’ committees in unprecedented bankruptcy matters, including municipalities and 
energy businesses. She has performed extensive and complex analysis of solvency as well avoidance 
actions and preference claims. Ms. da Silva has testified as an accounting or damages expert at trial, 
arbitration and deposition for privately owned and publicly traded entities, as well as on behalf of the 
Securities and Exchange Commission. She also serves as an arbitrator in commercial disputes and 
is an active member of the American Arbitration Association’s roster of arbitrators. Ms. da Silva ad-
vises legal counsel, management, shareholders and boards of directors on accounting and auditing, 
financial, valuation and internal control matters in the context of internal investigations, shareholder 
disputes, post-acquisition and net working capital disputes, business and contract disputes, accoun-
tants’ liability, bankruptcy and restructuring, and enforcement or regulatory issues. Prior to joining 
DGC, she co-founded and operated a boutique litigation consulting firm after 14 years at EY, where 
her career began. Ms. da Silva has published numerous articles and participated in webinars on a 
variety of topics. She serves on the Joint Trial Board of the American Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants, is co-chair of the Litigation Support and Business Valuation Committee of the Mas-
sachusetts Society of Certified Public Accountants, a public member of the Massachusetts Board 
of Bar Overseers, and a member of ABI, the Women in White Collar Defense Association and the 
Turnaround Management Association. She also serves on the Roster of Arbitrators of the American 
Arbitration Association. Ms. da Silva received her B.B.A. from the University of Massachusetts at 
Amherst.

Christopher DiPompeo is a partner with Jones Day in Washington, D.C., and his practice focuses 
on complex litigation and appellate advocacy in the context of business restructurings and chapter 
11 bankruptcies. He has significant experience across a variety of industries, including financial ser-
vices, government contracts, gaming and municipal government. Mr. DiPompeo regularly counsels 
clients in connection with issues relating to bankruptcy jurisdiction and venue, the automatic stay, 
post-petition financing and complex commercial contracts. In 2013 and 2014, he was a member of 
the Jones Day team representing the City of Detroit in its historic chapter 9 bankruptcy case. He 
played a significant role in many aspects of the chapter 9 case, including litigation over the city’s 
eligibility for bankruptcy, its request to obtain post-petition financing, and confirmation of its plan of 
adjustment. Most recently, Mr. DiPompeo has represented major creditors of Energy Future Hold-
ings Corp., Caesars Entertainment Operating Company, General Motors and the Commonwealth 
of Puerto Rico. From 2014-19, he served as co-lead counsel for The American Legion in its suc-
cessful defense of a World War I memorial against an Establishment Clause challenge; he was the 
principal architect of the legal strategy that ultimately led to the Legion’s landmark victory at the 
U.S. Supreme Court in The American Legion v. American Humanist Association, 139 S. Ct. 2067 
(2019). Prior to joining Jones Day, Mr. DiPompeo clerked for Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. at 
the U.S. Supreme Court and for Judge Paul V. Niemeyer of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth 
Circuit. He is a 2020 ABI “40 Under 40” honoree, and in 2019 was named a D.C. Rising Star by The 
National Law Journal. he also was named a “Rising Star” in Washington DC Super Lawyers from 
2016-20, and in 2009 he received the Burton Distinguished Writing Award for an article on federal 
hate crime laws. Mr. DiPompeo received his B.A. in economics magna cum laude in 2004 from the 
University of Maryland Baltimore County and his J.D. summa cum laude in 2009 from the Univer-
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sity of Pennsylvania Carey Law School, where he was admitted to the Order of the Coif and served 
as editor-in-chief of the University of Pennsylvania Law Review.

Anne Marie Dirsa is the Assistant U.S. Trustee for the District of New Hampshire in Concord. 
Prior to joining the U.S. Trustee Program, she practiced with law firms in Massachusetts and New 
Hampshire, primarily in the areas of business and commercial litigation. Ms. Dirsa is a member of 
the Massachusetts and New Hampshire Bar Associations. She received her undergraduate degree 
from Harvard University and her J.D. from Cornell Law School.

Shari I. Dwoskin is a partner in Brown Rudnick LLP’s Bankruptcy & Corporate Restructuring 
Practice Group in Boston. She represents creditors’ committees, tort victims, bondholders, equity 
interest-holders, and debtors in chapter 11 restructurings and litigation arising from related dis-
putes, as well as out-of-court wind-downs. Ms. Dwoskin has experience managing many facets 
of the restructuring process in some of the largest recent bankruptcy cases, including negotiating 
restructuring support agreements, plans and DIPs; plan-confirmation trials; valuation; avoidance ac-
tions; bankruptcy auctions; the claims-resolution process; and related motion practice and litigation. 
She also regularly consults with Brown Rudnick’s Corporate, Intellectual Property and Real Estate 
Groups on bankruptcy-related matters. Ms. Dwoskin co-chairs the New England Network of the 
International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC) and was named an Up 
and Coming Lawyer by Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly in 2021. She received her B.A. in 2002 from 
McGill University, her M.A. in 2006 from Harvard University and her J.D. in 2014 from Harvard 
University, where she was editor-in-chief of the American Criminal Law Review and was a member 
of the Georgetown Law Barristers’ Council, Appellate Advocacy Division.

Prof. Jared A. Ellias is the Scott C. Collins Professor of Law at Harvard Law School in Cambridge, 
Mass., and he writes and teaches about corporate bankruptcy law and the governance of large firms 
more generally. His current research focuses on the governance of large bankrupt firms and the role 
played by activist investors and the effect of bankruptcy filings on firms, and his research interests 
include corporate bankruptcy, corporate governance, contract law, empirical methods in social sci-
ence and law, and economics. Prof. Ellias has served as a teaching fellow and lecturer at Stanford 
Law School, a visiting associate professor at Boston University School of Law, the Bion M. Gregory 
Chair in Business Law at the University of California, Hastings College of the Law, and the William 
Nelson Cromwell Visiting Professor of Law at Harvard Law School. He joined the Harvard Law 
Faculty in July 2022. Prof. Ellias’s research on corporate bankruptcy topics has been published or is 
forthcoming in leading peer-reviewed law and social science journals (such as the Journal of Legal 
Studies, the Journal of Legal Analysis and the Journal of Empirical Legal Studies), as well as in 
leading student-edited law reviews (such as the California Law Review, the Southern California Law 
Review, the Yale Journal on Regulation and the Columbia Law Review Sidebar). He has presented 
papers at a large number of academic conferences, such as at the annual meeting of the American 
Law and Economics Association and the Conference on Empirical Legal Studies, and at faculty 
workshops at leading law schools. Prof. Ellias’s work has been selected twice for the Stanford/Yale/
Harvard junior faculty forum and for presentation at the Weil, Gotshal & Manges Roundtable at Yale 
Law School. One of his articles was designated by Corporate Practice Commentator as one of the 
Top 10 Corporate and Securities Laws Articles of 2020. Prof. Ellias has presented research at a wide 
variety of bankruptcy lawyer conferences and events, and he is widely quoted in the press, including 
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by the New York Times, the Wall Street Journal, the Washington Post, the Financial Times, Bloom-
berg News and the San Francisco Chronicle, among many other media venues. In 2020, he was hon-
ored as one of ABI’s “40 Under 40. Prof. Ellias frequently advises state and federal lawmakers on 
bankruptcy-related issues, and he has testified on corporate bankruptcy issues before the California 
State Senate and presented research at a wide variety of bankruptcy law conferences and events. He 
advised the California State Senate on the 2019 bankruptcy of the Pacific Gas & Electric Co., one of 
the top 10 largest industrial bankruptcies of all time, which touched on many core issues of interest 
to the State of California. Prior to joining the Harvard faculty, Prof. Ellias was the founding faculty 
director of the Center for Business Law at UC Hastings. He received the UC Hastings Foundation 
Faculty Award for Faculty Scholarship, the highest research award given by UC Hastings to faculty. 
Before entering academia, Prof. Ellias was an associate in private practice at Brown Rudnick LLP in 
New York, where he represented financial institutions and ad hoc and statutory creditor committees 
in corporate restructuring transactions, both in and out of bankruptcy court. He received his A.B. in 
2005 from the University of Michigan and his J.D. in 2008 from Columbia Law School.

Michael J. Epstein is the global special situations leader for Deloitte Transactions and Business 
Analytics LLP’s restructuring practice in Boston. He is an accomplished strategic leader and global 
operations professional with more than 30 years of professional services (including over a decade 
at the Big Four), boutique consultancy and industry experience helping businesses navigate through 
periods of uncertainty and change in all industries. Mr. Epstein has advised senior executives from 
small privately held family businesses to large corporate settings through significant periods of trans-
formation, both financial and operational, optimizing liquidity performance, changing the negotiat-
ing leverage dynamic in corporate ecosystems, and building consensus in stakeholder dynamics. He 
has experience as a CEO, CRO, board representative and a board member of private and nonprofit 
organizations alike. His board appointments have included mid-market media and technology com-
panies (CFS Group, MC Communications, Medical Media Holdings), as well as nonprofit education 
and trade association organizations, including Audit Committee appointment at each. On numerous 
occasions, Mr. Epstein also has held fiduciary positions and has led or advised corporations, their 
management teams and their boards as small as $5M in revenue to as large as $3B in debt. A frequent 
industry panelist and an author of articles regarding corporate governance and stakeholder commu-
nications, Mr. Epstein started his career in banking and after business school began his consulting 
journey. He later segued to become U.S. CEO of a startup technology business for six years. While 
growing the startup, he presided over the build-out of financial applications for specialty finance 
and developed a data center to support early remote client management, with nearly $1 billion in 
outstanding loans being managed. He also joined the board of directors and assisted in executing the 
IPO in the U.K. in 2004. Mr. Epstein received his B.S. from Tufts University and his M.B.A. from 
The Wharton School at the University of Pennsylvania.

Hon. Joan N. Feeney is a mediator, arbitrator and referee/special master for JAMS in Boston, where she 
provides mediation, arbitration and neutral analysis services in complex disputes worldwide. She previ-
ously spent nearly 27 years on the bench of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Massachusetts 
and 23 years as a member of the U.S. Bankruptcy Appellate Panel for the First Circuit. Judge Feeney 
presided over a full range of cases, including complex commercial cases with multiple parties and con-
flicting interests. While on the bench, she wrote over 500 opinions in many different areas of the law. 
Judge Feeney is a Fellow, vice president and a member of the board of directors of the American College 
of Bankruptcy and served for three years on its Board of Regents. She is a co-author of the Bankruptcy 



AMERICAN BANKRUPTCY INSTITUTE

733

Law Manual, a two-volume treatise published by Thomson Reuters, and a co-author of a book for con-
sumers, The Road Out of Debt, published by John Wiley & Sons. Judge Feeney was the president of the 
National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges in 2011 and 2012 and has served that organization in numer-
ous capacities, including on its Board of Governors,as chair of its Newsletter Committee, as editor in 
chief and reporter for Conference News, and on special projects. Judge Feeney was the business manager 
of the American Bankruptcy Law Journal from 2016-18, and was an associate editor from 2013-16. She 
is a founder and co-chair of the M. Ellen Carpenter Financial Literacy Project, a joint venture of the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court for the District of Massachusetts and the Boston Bar Association. She was a member of 
the International Judicial Relations Committee of the Judicial Conference of the United States from 2006-
12 and hosted many delegations of foreign judges in the U.S., as well as traveled to foreign countries on 
behalf of the federal judiciary. Judge Feeney co-chaired the Massachusetts Local Rules Committee for 
many years. She is a member of ABI and sat on its Board of Directors, and she has been judicial chair of 
several regional ABI educational programs and is a frequent ABI panelist. Prior to her appointment, Judge 
Feeney was an associate and partner in the Boston law firm Hanify & King, P.C., was a career law clerk 
to Hon. James N. Gabriel, U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Massachusetts, and a partner in the 
Boston law firm Feeney & Freeley, where her practice included service as a trustee on the U.S. Trustee’s 
private panel of trustees. In 2005, she received the Boston Bar Association’s Haskell Cohn Award for 
Distinguished Judicial Service, and in 2009 the American College of Bankruptcy First Circuit Fellows 
recognized her for contribution to bankruptcy jurisprudence and practice. She also was the 2018 recipient 
of the Charles P. Normandin Lifetime Achievement Award from the Boston Bar Association and the Na-
tional Conference of Bankruptcy Judges Excellence in Education Award, and she received the American 
Inns of Court Bankruptcy Distinguished Service Award in 2019. Judge Feeney received her B.A. with 
distinction in 1975 in French and government from Connecticut College, and her J.D. in 1978 from Suf-
folk University Law School.

Robert J. Feinstein is the managing partner of the New York office of Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones 
LLP, which he opened in 2011. He represents debtors, creditors’ committees, equity committees, ac-
quirers and examiners in business reorganizations and related litigation. He also has experience repre-
senting various constituencies in cross-border chapter 11 and chapter 15 cases. Mr. Feinstein’s recent 
engagements include lead counsel to the official creditors’ committees appointed in the chapter 11 
cases of Bed Bath and Beyond, 99 Cents Only Stores, Careismatics, Cineworld, Party City, J Crew, As-
cena (Ann Taylor/LOFT/Lane Bryant), Payless ShoeSource, The Weinstein Company, Barney’s Inc., 
Aeropostale and Jevic Holding Corp. On the debtor side, he has represented Digital Domain Media 
Group, former world heavyweight champion Mike Tyson, and Penthouse magazine publisher General 
Media, Inc. in their chapter 11 cases. Mr. Feinstein is an adjunct professor in the St. John’s University 
LL.M. in Bankruptcy Program and frequently writes and lectures on bankruptcy topics. He also is a 
contributing editor of Norton Bankruptcy Law and Practice 2d. Mr. Feinstein is rated AV-Preeminent 
by Martindale-Hubbell and is ranked among Bankruptcy/Restructuring attorneys by Chambers USA. 
He also has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights/
Insolvency and Reorganization Law every year since 2018, and he was listed by Lawdragon as one of 
the 2022 “500 Leading U.S. Bankruptcy & Restructuring Lawyers” and one of the 2020 “500 Leading 
Global Restructuring & Insolvency Lawyers.” Mr. Feinstein is a Fellow of the American College of 
Bankruptcy and a member of the International Insolvency Institute, and he served as an officer of the 
Insolvency Section of the International Bar Association. He received his B.A. from Lafayette College 
and his J.D. magna cum laude from Boston University School of Law.
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Hon. Diane Finkle is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Rhode Island in Providence, ap-
pointed on Sept. 6, 2012. She was appointed to the First Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel in 2013. 
Since taking the bench, Judge Finkle has conducted legal education seminars for the Rhode Island 
Bar Association on bankruptcy topics and has served on seminar panels for ABI and MCLE/New 
England. Prior to her appointment, she was an attorney for 30 years with Winograd, Shine and Zacks 
PC in Providence, R.I., where she represented debtors, secured creditors and creditors’ committees 
in chapter 11 bankruptcy cases, and served as counsel to bankruptcy trustees, also having served as 
a court-appointed receiver for various manufacturing, service and retail businesses, and commercial 
and residential real estate developments in numerous state court receivership proceedings. Judge 
Finkle had been continually listed in The Best Lawyers in America for Rhode Island Bankruptcy and 
Insolvency practitioners since 2007, and was named a Super Lawyer in 2008. She has also served 
on numerous education panels for ABI, the Rhode Island Bar Association and the Massachusetts 
Continuing Legal Education. Judge Finkle received her B.A. from Colorado University and the Uni-
versity of Rhode Island, and her J.D. from George Washington National Law Center at George Wash-
ington University.

Jeremy R. Fischer is Drummond Woodsum’s Bankruptcy & Restructuring Practice Group Leader in 
the firm’s Portland, Maine, and Manchester, N.H. offices. He specializes in litigation and transactions 
involving distressed commercial matters, where he helps clients from the first sign of trouble through 
the most complex financial restructuring or chapter 11 case. Mr. Fischer advises major constituen-
cies in high-stakes chapter 11 cases, including financial institutions, bondholders, official and ad hoc 
creditors’ committees, asset-purchasers, trustees, DIP lenders, directors/officers and debtors. He also 
represents parties in out-of-court debt restructurings, receiverships, and asset and loan sale transac-
tions, with particular expertise in the health care and long-term-care sectors. Mr. Fischer has been 
recognized as one of the top practitioners in the region by Chambers USA and The Best Lawyers in 
America. He regularly represents indigent individuals in bankruptcy cases on a pro bono basis, and 
he has taught at the University of Maine School of Law. He also serves on ABI’s Board of Direc-
tors and previously chaired ABI’s Northeast Bankruptcy Conference & Consumer Forum, as well as 
ABI’s Bankruptcy Litigation Committee. Mr. Fischer is a member of ABI’s inaugural 2017 class of 
“40 Under 40,” and in 2018 he co-authored and co-edited the second edition of ABI’s Quick Evidence 
Handbook. Before entering the practice of law, he served three terms in the Maine Legislature, where 
he was House Chairman of the Appropriations Committee. Mr. Fischer received his B.A. summa cum 
laude from the University of Michigan and his J.D. summa cum laude from the University of Maine 
School of Law.

Edmond J. Ford is a shareholder in the firm of Ford, McDonald & Borden, P.A. in Portsmouth, 
N.H. He was admitted to the Bar in New Hampshire in 1982 and has been with his current firm or its 
predecessors since 1991. In addition to New Hampshire, Mr. Ford is a member in good standing of 
the bars of Massachusetts and Maine. He has been on the panel of chapter 7 trustees for the state of 
New Hampshire since 1998. Mr. Ford has published numerous articles on bankruptcy-related mat-
ters and has presented at multiple Continuing Legal Education seminars. He is a member of ABI and 
the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees. He also is a member of the New Hampshire Board 
of Bar Examiners and the New Hampshire Bar Association’s CLE Committee. Mr. Ford graduated 
magna cum laude from Dartmouth College in 1978 with a degree in economics and received his J.D. 
cum laude from the University of Pennsylvania Law School in 1982.
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Andrew J. Gallo is a partner with Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP in Boston and co-leader of the 
firm’s bankruptcy, restructuring and insolvency practice. An accomplished trial lawyer and bankrupt-
cy attorney, he counsels secured and unsecured creditors, equityholders and investors in bankruptcies 
and restructurings. He also litigates complex commercial cases in state and federal courts and arbi-
trations, with a specific focus on fraudulent transfer and creditor’s rights. Mr. Gallo has experience 
representing clients in distressed situations relating to the energy industry and serves as co-leader of 
the firm’s energy industry team. Previously, he clerked for Hon. Sidney H. Stein of the U.S. District 
Court for the Southern District of New York. Before joining Morgan Lewis, Mr. Gallo was a partner 
in the financial restructuring and litigation practice at another international law firm, where he helped 
run the training programs for litigation associates. He also led the firm’s pro bono representation of 
Walter Ogrod in post-conviction proceedings to overturn his wrongful conviction for the murder of 
a child in Philadelphia in 1988. Mr. Gallo is ranked in Chambers USA for Bankruptcy/Restructur-
ing, Massachusetts for 2014, 2015 and 2022-24, and he is listed in The Best Lawyers in America, 
Who’s Who Legal and the IFLR1000, among others. He received his B.A. cum laude in 1995 from 
Dartmouth College, and his J.D. summa cum laude in 1998 from the University of Pennsylvania Law 
School.

Jay S. Geller is a sole practitioner in the Law Office of Jay S. Geller in Portland, Maine, which he 
founded when he relocated to Maine in 2000 after spending 15 years at Jenner & Block in Chicago. 
He works nationally on large corporate chapter 11 cases, related litigation and complex commercial 
litigation. Mr. Geller affiliates with large or boutique law firms in the jursidictions in which his mat-
ters are pending and elsewhere to staff his cases appropriately. He has counseled clients on complex 
restructuring matters, litigated against some of the nation’s premier litigation and bankruptcy firms, 
and represented debtors, individual creditors, creditors’ committees, liquidating trustees and other 
interested parties in chapter 11 cases throughout the country. Mr. Geller received his A.B. magna 
cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa from Dartmouth College in 1982, and his J.D. cum laude from Boston 
University School of Law in 1985.

Irve J. Goldman is a member of Pullman & Comley LLC in Bridgeport, Conn., and chairs its 
Bankruptcy, Creditors’ Rights and Financial Restructuring practice. He has practiced in the areas of 
bankruptcy law and commercial litigation for more than 30 years. In 1993, Mr. Goldman was the 
first attorney in Connecticut to become Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy and has represented 
a diversity of interests in bankruptcy proceedings, including companies reorganizing under chapter 
11, secured creditors, equipment lessors, franchisees, landlords and other creditor groups and asset-
purchasers in § 363 sales. He has represented companies in reorganization proceedings ranging in 
size from large retail businesses to smaller-sized concerns, such as a marina in St. Thomas, Virgin 
Islands, a regional hardware chain, a vintage car company and a cross section of other businesses and 
individuals. He also has served as a chapter 11 trustee and represented chapter 11 and 7 trustees in 
various bankruptcy cases. In a case that has received national attention, he represented the State of 
Connecticut and a group of other states in the chapter 11 case of In re Purdue Pharma, L.P. et al. A 
frequent author on topical bankruptcy issues, Mr. Goldman has published articles in the ABI Journal 
dealing with standing issues in bankruptcy, prejudgment asset-freeze injunctions and executory con-
tracts; in the Connecticut Bar Journal on the status of lien-stripping under bankruptcy law; and in the 
Quinnipiac Law Review’s annual summary of decisions from the Second Circuit. At the First Annual 
Connecticut Bankruptcy Conference in 2019, he moderated a panel on third-party releases in chapter 
11 plans, and for the Fourth Annual Connecticut Bankruptcy Conference in 2021, he prepared the 
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materials for credit bidding in § 363 sales and selling assets in chapter 11 when the estate is adminis-
tratively insolvent. In addition to his bankruptcy experience, Mr. Goldman has handled a wide variety 
of commercial disputes in both state and federal court, including actions involving civil RICO, breach 
of fiduciary duty, other business torts and debtor/creditor issues. He is admitted to practice before the 
U.S. District Courts for the District of Connecticut and the Eastern, Northern and Southern Districts 
of New York, before the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the Second and Third Circuits, and before the 
U.S. Supreme Court. Mr. Goldman received his B.B.A. in 1980 from Temple University and his J.D. 
in 1984 from Western New England University School of Law, where he was a member of the West-
ern New England Law Review.

Hon. Maria de los A. Gonzalez-Hernandez is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of PUerto 
Rico in Ponce, appointed on Feb. 11, 2022. She has been involved in bankruptcy law for the entirety of 
her 30+-year legal career, most of which she has spent with the federal government. Judge González-
Hernández’s legal career began in 1991 when she clerked for Hon. Enrique S. Lamoutte of the District 
of Puerto Rico Bankruptcy Court, following her graduation from law school. In 1994, she entered 
private practice at a law firm in Puerto Rico, where she was head of the consumer bankruptcy division 
and practiced bankruptcy, banking and real estate law for nearly three years. In 1996, Judge González-
Hernández joined the U.S. Trustee’s Office in San Juan, P.R., where she was a trial attorney for 10 years, 
litigating chapter 7 and 11 cases. In 2006, she rejoined Judge Lamoutte’s chambers as a law clerk, and, 
in 2011, she became clerk of court of the District of Puerto Rico Bankruptcy Court. Judge González-
Hernández is a member of the Puerto Rico Bankruptcy Bar Association, the American Bankruptcy Bar 
Association, and the Honorable Raymond Acosta Puerto Rico Chapter of the Federal Bar Associa-
tion. From 2013-15, she taught bankruptcy law at the University of Puerto Rico School of Law. Judge 
González-Hernández received her B.A. in 1987 from Colgate University in 1987, her J.D. from Pontifi-
cal Catholic University of Puerto Rico School of Law in 1990, and her LL.M. from Boston University 
Morin Center for Banking Law Studies in 1993.

Prof. Christopher D. Hampson is an assistant professor of law at the University of Florida Levin 
College of Law in Gainesville, Fla., where he teaches classes on bankruptcy, contracts, corpora-
tions and secured transactions. He is a scholar of bankruptcy, insolvency and the ethics of debt; his 
research focuses on how legal institutions can best serve our shared values during times of financial 
distress. Prof. Hampson has written on a wide range of topics, from benefit corporations and small 
business bankruptcy to imprisonment for debt. His scholarship has appeared or is forthcoming in 
prominent law reviews across the country, including the Harvard Law Review, the Fordham Law 
Review, the Iowa Law Review and the American Bankruptcy Law Journal. His work has also been 
cited by federal district and appellate courts, as well as two state supreme courts. Prior to joining UF 
Law, Prof. Hampson practiced law at Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP in Boston, where 
he led litigation and transactional teams as part of the firm’s bankruptcy and financial restructuring 
group. His bankruptcy work included blockbuster chapter 11, appellate and Supreme Court cases, as 
well as a $1.6 billion securities litigation related to the Puerto Rico insolvency proceedings. His pro 
bono practice has included eviction defense and asylum applications. Prior to joining WilmerHale, 
Prof. Hampson clerked for Hon. Richard A. Posner on the Seventh Circuit in Chicago and worked 
at White & Case LLP in Miami. He received his A.B. magna cum laude with highest honors from 
Harvard College in the comparative study of religion, his J.D. magna cum laude from Harvard Law 
School, and his M.T.S. from Harvard Divinity School, where he was a Dean’s Fellow. During his time 
at Harvard Law School, he served as articles co-chair of the Harvard Law Review.
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Pamela A. Harbeson is the assistant bar council at the Office of the Bar Council in Boston, where 
she investigates and prosecutes violations of the ethical rules of professional conduct. She previously  
wa sa partner with Looney & Grossman and taught bankruptcy and creditors’ rights as an adjunct 
professor at New England School of Law. Ms. Harbeson received her B.A. in 1984 in philosophy 
from Drew University and her J.D. in 1992 from Boston College Law School.

Hon. Bruce A. Harwood is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of New Hampshire in Con-
cord, appointed to the bench in March 2013. He also serves on the First Circuit’s Bankruptcy Appel-
late Panel. Prior to his appointment to the bench, Judge Harwood chaired the Bankruptcy, Insolvency 
and Creditors’ Rights Group at Sheehan Phinney Bass + Green in Manchester, N.H., representing 
business debtors, asset-purchasers, secured and unsecured creditors, creditors’ committees, trustees 
in bankruptcy, and insurance and banking regulators in connection with the rehabilitation and liquida-
tion of insolvent insurers and trust companies. He was a chapter 7 panel trustee in the District of New 
Hampshire and mediated insolvency-related disputes. Judge Harwood is ABI’s President-Elect. He 
previously served as ABI’s Secretary and Vice President-Communication, Information & Technol-
ogy, as co-chair of ABI’s Commercial Fraud Committee, as program co-chair and judicial chair of 
ABI’s Northeast Bankruptcy Conference, and as Northeast Regional Chair of the ABI Endowment 
Fund’s Development Committee. He also served on ABI’s Civility Task Force. Judge Harwood is a 
Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and was consistently recognized in the bankruptcy 
law section of The Best Lawyers in America, in New England SuperLawyers and by Chambers USA. 
He received his B.A. from Northwestern University and his J.D. from Washington University School 
of Law.

Jennifer G. Hayden is a partner with Molleur Law Office in Saco, Maine, where she focuses on 
chapter 7 and 13 consumer bankruptcy cases. She also litigates consumer and bankruptcy law viola-
tions in bankruptcy and state courts. Ms. Hayden specializes in providing guidance to individuals on 
how to resolve defaulted student loans, and she has a special interest in federal student loan discharge 
cases in light of the Department of Education’s new guidance. Prior to joining the firm, she practiced 
in Massachusetts for several years at Neighborhood Legal Services in Lynn and Lawrence, where 
her practice focused on eviction defense for poor and disabled Massachusetts residents. Previously, 
Ms. Hayden spent eight years in the Maine Army National Guard as a medic and reached the enlisted 
rank of sergeant. Prior to going to law school, she worked as a housing advocate at Rosie’s Place 
in Boston. Ms. Hayden is licensed to practice in Maine, New Hampshire and Massachusetts in both 
state and federal jurisdictions. She has taught legal studies courses at Andover College and Kaplan 
University, including bankruptcy and debtor/creditor rights, as well as law courses at the North Shore 
Community College in Danvers, Mass. Ms. Hayden is a member of ABI, the National Association 
of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys, the National Association of Consumer Advocates, the York and 
Cumberland County Bar Associations and the Maine Bar Association. She received the Katahdin 
Counsel Pro Bono Legal Service Awards each year since it has been awarded. Ms. Hayden received 
her undergraduate degree from Northeastern University and her J.D. from New England Law in Bos-
ton in 2002.

Andrew C. Helman is a partner in the Restructuring, Insolvency and Bankruptcy practice group 
at Dentons Bingham Greenebaum in Portland, Maine, where he focuses his practice on bankruptcy 
and insolvency matters and works to restructure all types of businesses, including those in the health 
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care sector. He has served as lead counsel to debtors, trustees, secured parties and others in chapter 
11 cases, including having served as independent counsel to a state attorney general in several chap-
ter 11 cases in New England and Delaware. Mr. Helman has particular experience as lead counsel 
representing rural hospitals in chapter 11 cases, and has successfully confirmed chapter 11 plans 
that have allowed rural hospitals to continue operating with restructured balance sheets. His practice 
also includes commercial and insolvency-related litigation. He successfully obtained three temporary 
restraining orders and a permanent injunction against the U.S. Small Business Administration due 
to the agency’s decision to exclude debtors from participating in the federal Paycheck Protection 
Program. Mr. Helman frequently writes articles for national insolvency publications and teaches 
seminars on bankruptcy and fraudulent transfer law. In addition, he formerly co-chaired ABI’s Health 
Care Committee and was honored in ABI’s 2019 class of “40 Under 40.” Mr. Helman was selected as 
one of 40 attorneys nationally to participate in the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges’ 2016 
NextGen Program. He is ranked in Chambers for bankruptcy and restructuring and has been listed 
in the 2015-20 issues of Super Lawyers as a “Rising Star.” Mr. Helman received his B.A. cum laude 
from the University of Massachusetts and his J.D. summa cum laude from the University of Maine.

Prof. Ingrid Michelsen Hillinger is a professor of law at Boston College Law School in Newton 
Centre, Mass., where she teaches a variety of commercial law/bankruptcy courses, including Con-
tracts, Secured Transactions, and Business Bankruptcy. She was named one of the 26 “best law 
teachers” in the country by the authors of What the Best Law Teachers Do (Harvard University Press 
2013), and was the 2002 winner of the Boston College Distinguished Teaching Award. Prof. Hillinger 
is a co-editor of Chapter 11 Theory & Practice: A Guide to Reorganization (LRP Publications), a 
multi-volume bankruptcy treatise, and a co-author of an Article 9 case book, Commercial Transac-
tions: Secured Financing: Cases, Materials & Problems (Carolina Academic Press), which adopts 
a problem-solving approach to teaching transactional law. During her 43-year teaching career, Prof. 
Hillinger has taught at a variety of schools, including William & Mary, University of Texas Austin, 
Emory University, Northeastern University School of Law and the University of Connecticut School 
of Law. While at William & Mary, she received an Outstanding Teacher Award from the Virginia 
Council on Higher Education. Prof. Hillinger received her A.B. from Barnard College and her J.D. 
from the College of William & Mary.

Prof. Margaret Howard is a professor of law at Washington & Lee Law School in Lexington, Va., 
where she teaches courses in contracts, bankruptcy and secured transactions. She began her teaching 
career at St. Louis University and has also been a member of the faculty of Vanderbilt Law School. In 
1999, she was the recipient of Vanderbilt Law School’s Hartman Award for Excellence in Teaching. 
At Washington & Lee, she has won awards for both teaching and scholarship. She has also visited at 
Emory, Duke, Washington University and the University of North Carolina Law Schools. Prof. How-
ard was the Charles E. Tweedy, Jr. Visiting Professor of Law at the University of Alabama in 2005, 
and the Bruce W. Nichols Visiting Professor of Law at Harvard during the spring of 2001. During the 
spring of 2002, she was ABI’s Scholar in Residence, and she previously served as ABI’s Vice Pres-
ident-Research Grants. Prof. Howard has written a number of articles on bankruptcy, one of which 
— “Shifting Risk & Fixing Blame: The Vexing Problem of Credit Card Obligations in Bankruptcy,” 
75 Am. Bankr. L.J. 63 (2001) — won the American Bankruptcy Law Journal’s Editors’ Prize. Her 
casebook on bankruptcy, published by West, is now in its sixth edition. Prof. Howard is a frequent 
speaker on bankruptcy topics, and testified before the National Bankruptcy Review Commission on 
discharge in consumer bankruptcy. She is past chair of the Section on Creditors’ and Debtors’ Rights 
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of the Association of American Law Schools and has served on the faculties of the American Board of 
Certification and the Association of Certified Turnaround Professionals. She currently serves on the 
editorial board of The Journal of Bankruptcy Law and Practice, and has formerly served on the edito-
rial boards of The Business Lawyer, Business Law Today and the American Bankruptcy Law Journal, 
for which she remains a peer reviewer. In December 2015, Prof. Howard became the inaugural re-
cipient of ABI’s Jean Braucher Memorial Award for leadership in the field of consumer bankruptcy. 
She received her undergraduate degree from Duke University, her J.D. and M.S.W. from Washington 
University in St. Louis, and her LL.M. from Yale Law School. She is a member of the Order of the 
Coif and is listed in Who’s Who of American Women.

Hon. Elizabeth D. Katz is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Massachusetts in Spring-
field, initially appointed on March 13, 2017, and assigned to the Western and Central Divisions, 
then named Chief Judge on Sept, 10, 2022. On April 17, 2018, she was appointed to the First Circuit 
Bankruptcy Appellate Panel. From 1995-2007, Judge Katz was an assistant district attorney for the 
Northwestern District Attorney’s Office, and she was chief of the District Court Prosecutors from 
2000-07. She also was an associate at the firm of Katz, Argenio and Powers, PC from 2007-08 and 
later became an associate at the Ostrander Law Office from 2008-13, where she concentrated her 
practice on bankruptcy law. At Ostrander Law Office, she represented a chapter 7 trustee in adversary 
proceedings, counseled individuals and businesses in financial distress, and represented clients in 
bankruptcy cases. In 2013, she formed and operated The Law Office of Elizabeth D. Katz, focus-
ing on criminal defense and bankruptcy law. Immediately prior to her appointment, she had been 
a founding partner at Rescia, Katz & Shear, LLP since 2015. An active member of the Hampshire 
County, Hampden County and Massachusetts Bar Associations, Judge Katz served as president of the 
Hampshire County Bar Association from 2012-14. She also was co-chair of both the Massachusetts 
Bar Association’s Western Massachusetts Bankruptcy Symposium and the Western Division of the 
M. Ellen Carpenter Financial Literacy Program. In 2016, Judge Katz was awarded the Massachusetts 
Bar Association’s Community Service Award. In addition, she has been a frequent panelist and lec-
turer on the topics of both criminal and bankruptcy law. Since 2019, Judge Katz has taught consumer 
bankruptcy at Western New England University School of Law. She received her undergraduate 
degree from the University of Vermont in 1991 and her J.D. from Boston University School of Law, 
where she received the Edward F. Hennessey Award in 1994.

Robert J. Keach is a shareholder at Bernstein, Shur, Sawyer & Nelson in Portland, Maine, where 
he practices in the area of bankruptcy, reorganization and workouts, and he is an adjunct professor at 
Boston Law School, where he teaches cross-border insolvency and business bankruptcy courses. He 
focuses on the representation of various parties in workouts and bankruptcy cases, including debtors, 
creditors, creditors’ committees, lessors and third parties acquiring troubled companies and/or their 
assets. Mr. Keach has appeared as a panelist on national bankruptcy, lender liability and creditors 
rights programs, and he is the author of several articles on bankruptcy and creditors’ rights appearing 
in the ABI Law Review, Commercial Law Journal and ABI Journal, among other publications. He 
also is a contributing author to Collier Guide to Chapter 11: Key Topics and Selected Industries (2011 
Ed.). Mr. Keach is recognized as a “Star Individual” in Corporate M&A/Bankruptcy in Chambers 
USA, in The Best Lawyers in America (Ten-Year Certificate), and by New England Super Lawyers 
(Bankruptcy and Top 100 Lawyers in New England regardless of specialty). Mr. Keach is admitted 
to practice in both state and federal courts in Maine and Massachusetts, as well as the First, Second, 
Seventh and Eighth Circuit Courts of Appeals and the U.S. Supreme Court. He is Board Certified 
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in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification. Mr. Keach is the estate rep-
resentative (and former chapter 11 trustee) in the cross-border railroad reorganization of Montreal 
Maine & Atlantic Railway, Ltd. He also is currently the fee examiner for a post-confirmation trust in 
a mass tort chapter 11 case, and he served as the court-appointed fee examiner in the chapter 11 case 
of LTL Management, LLC in the District of New Jersey. In addition, he is the fee examiner as to all 
professionals retained by the Financial Oversight and Management Board for Puerto Rico in con-
nection with non-Title III services. Mr. Keach has, inter alia, represented ad hoc committees in the 
Homebanc Mortgage, New Century TRS Holdings and Nortel Networks cases in Delaware, as well as 
a public utilities commission in the FairPoint Communications case in the Southern District of New 
York. He is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and a past president (2009-10) of ABI. 
Mr. Keach received ABI’s Lifetime Achievement Award in 2021 and co-chaired ABI’s Commission 
to Study the Reform of Chapter 11. He received his J.D. in 1980 from the University of Maine.

Daniel M. Kokini is a senior managing director with FTI Consulting, Inc. in New York and specializ-
es in restructuring. He has experience in mergers and acquisitions, leveraged finance, and equity and 
debt capital markets. Mr. Kokini has served as an advisor in many aspects of strategic, financial and 
operational restructuring on behalf of companies, creditors and shareholders, advising clients across 
a diverse range of industries that include consumer products, retail, restaurants, media, health care, 
manufacturing, real estate, gaming and transportation. He joined FTI Consulting with its acquisition 
of CDG Group in 2017. Prior to joining CDG Group, he had held positions in investment banking 
with Bank of America Merrill Lynch and Bear Stearns & Co. Inc. Mr. Kokini previously held FINRA 
Series 79 and 63 licenses. He serves on the board of directors of California Pizza Kitchen, where he 
chairs its Audit Committee, and he is an ABI member. Mr. Kokini received his B.S. cum laude in 
finance with a concentration in financial accounting from the Pennsylvania State University, where 
he was awarded the prestigious Ralph H. Wherry Smeal Student Service Award.

Lisa M. Kresge is co-managing partner of Brennan Scungio & Kresge LLP in Providence, R.I., 
haivng joined the firm in 2011 from the Boston office of Brown Rudnick. With a focus on commer-
cial finance, she represents businesses and financial institutions — including banks, credit unions 
and mortgage-servicers — in both transactional work and commercial litigation. Ms. Kresge handles 
corporate restructuring and creditors’ rights matters, representing secured creditors, trade claimants 
and other parties-in-interest in chapter 7 and chapter 11 bankruptcy and receivership cases in jurisdic-
tions across the U.S. She routinely counsels commercial lenders and borrowers in connection with 
secured and unsecured credit facilities, asset-based financing, loan workouts, commercial and resi-
dential foreclosures, and other lending and business transactions. Ms. Kresge is a frequent writer and 
speaker on bankruptcy, receivership and foreclosure law topics. A court-appointed receiver for the 
Rhode Island Superior Court, she is a member of the Association of Commercial Finance Attorneys, 
the Business Section of the American Bar Association and the International Women’s Insolvency & 
Restructuring Confederation. She also was elected to the board of the Rhode Island Women’s Bar 
Association in 2018 and is currently the vice president of that organization and serves as co-chair 
of the board of the New England chapter of the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring 
Confederation. She was recognized in 2023 for Excellence in Law by Rhode Island Monthly in the 
practice area of Bankruptcy & Workout. Ms. Kresge received her undergraduate degree cum laude in 
1996 from American University and her J.D. in 1999 from Boston University School of Law.
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James S. LaMontagne is a shareholder at Sheehan Phinney in Portsmouth, N.H., and practice group 
leader of its Bankruptcy, Restructuring and Creditors’ Rights Group. His diverse practice includes 
the representation of clients involved in financially distressed situations, insolvency and commercial 
disputes. Mr. LaMontagne represents secured lenders, creditors’ committees, purchasers of distressed 
assets, trustees, vendors, landlords, unsecured creditors and small and larger business debtors in out-
of-court workouts and restructurings, chapter 11 reorganizations, sales, chapter 7 liquidations, and 
state and federal court litigation. He also represents clients in preference actions, dischargeability 
complaints and violation of stay cases, as well as creditors and debtors in commercial foreclosure 
proceedings, secured party sales and commercial collection/contract actions. Mr. LaMontagne re-
ceived his B.A from St. Anselm College and his J.D. from Suffolk University Law School.

Michael K. Lane is a trial attorney with Day Pitney LLP in Boston, where he represents corporate cli-
ents in an extensive range of litigation matters, including those involving bankruptcy law. He regularly 
represents consumer lending institutions, such as mortgage lenders, investors and servicers, in connec-
tion with the defense of claims by borrowers in state and federal court actions, including adversary pro-
ceedings in the bankruptcy forum relating to consumer loans and mortgage servicing. His experience 
also includes the representation of creditors in corporate aviation/aerospace bankruptcy proceedings, 
as well as the representation of commercial lessors and other commercial creditors in retail restructur-
ings. Prior to joining Day Pitney, Mr. Lane practiced law at a boutique litigation and bankruptcy firm, 
representing numerous debtors in chapter 11 restructurings and related litigation, as well as representing 
consumer debtors in adversary proceedings and contested matters. He also clerked for Hon. Joyce Lon-
don Alexander and Hon. Judith Dein, both of the U.S. District Court for the District of Massachusetts. 
Mr. Lane is a member of ABI and the Boston and Connecticut Bar Associations. He received his B.A. 
in 2005 from Lake Forest College and his J.D. in 2008 from Suffolk University Law School.

Lindsay Zahradka Milne is a shareholder in the Business Restructuring and Insolvency Practice 
Group at Bernstein, Shur, Sawyer & Nelson in Portland, Maine, where she represents a broad ar-
ray of corporate clients in matters including chapter 11 reorganizations, asset sales and acquisitions, 
bankruptcy-related litigation and appellate practice. Prior to moving to Portland in 2015, she prac-
ticed in the Financial Restructuring group at Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld in New York, where 
she advised borrowers, committees, indenture trustees and bondholders in complex chapter 11 cases, 
including in GM, Friendly’s, Kodak and Energy Future Holdings. Ms. Milne is experienced in dis-
putes and transactions involving the Uniform Commercial Code, asset sales, fraudulent transfers, DIP 
financing, contested confirmations, valuation issues and appellate practice, among other topics. She is 
a member of the bars of New York, New Hampshire and Maine, sits on the board of the New England 
Network of the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation, and is a member 
of the Turnaround Management Association. She is also a member of ABI and served on the advisory 
board of its Northeast Bankruptcy Conference, and she was honored as one of ABI’s “40 Under 40” 
in 2018. She also was named a Super Lawyers “Rising Star” in 2018, was recognized by Chambers 
USA for excellence in bankruptcy in 2020 and 2022, and in 2023 was recognized in The Best Lawyers 
in America for Bankruptcy and Creditor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law. Ms. Milne has 
appeared as a panelist at national bankruptcy and creditors’ rights programs and has authored articles 
appearing in ABI publications and others. She received her Bachelor’s degree magna cum laude in 
cognitive science from Dartmouth College in 2007 and her J.D. cum laude from Fordham University 
in 2010, where she was an associate editor of the Fordham Urban Law Journal and a moot court 
competitor.
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Brad Orelowitz, CPA is a managing director of The Michel-Shaked Group in Boston. For more 
than 30 years, he has provided business consulting services to boards of directors, investors, share-
holders, law firms and governmental agencies nationwide, including more than 25 years with MSG. 
Prior to joining MSG, Mr. Orelowitz was the CFO of a retail business and an audit manager for a 
public accounting firm. His practice at MSG focuses on valuation, bankruptcy, damages, accounting, 
securities, capital markets, employment, and pensions and retirement plan issues. Mr. Orelowitz has 
performed valuations, solvency and damages analyses in numerous industries, including cable, drug 
distribution, education, energy, financial services, health care, industrial, insurance, leisure, manufac-
turing, media, medical, pharmaceuticals, real estate, retail, software, sports franchises, technology, 
telecommunications, tire and rubber and tobacco. A significant number of his assignments involved 
financial distress, restructuring, solvency, fraudulent conveyance and preference matters. In bank-
ruptcy assignments, he has represented debtors, lenders, creditors and equityholders. Mr. Orelowitz 
has written on topics such as valuation, bankruptcy, pension and ERISA issues. He is a member of 
the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA), ABI and the International Women’s 
Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC), and he has contributed several articles on valu-
ation and bankruptcy to the ABI Journal. He has also delivered seminars to law firms and has taught 
business school classes on valuation as a guest lecturer. Mr. Orelowitz received his Bachelor of Com-
merce with accounting and auditing majors and a Bachelor of Accounting Science with honors from 
the University of South Africa, and his M.B.A. with high honors from Boston University.

Hon. Christopher J. Panos is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Massachusetts in Boston, 
initially appointed on Sept. 21, 2015. He served as Chief Judge from 2018-22 and sits on the Bank-
ruptcy Appellate Panel for the First Circuit. In 2022, the Chief Justice of the U.S. appointed Judge 
Panos to serve a three-year term on the Judicial Conference Committee on the Administration of the 
Bankruptcy System. Prior to his appointment as a bankruptcy judge, he had practiced at Craig and 
Macauley in Boston for more than 25 years and served as its managing director until 2014, when at-
torneys at that firm joined Partridge Snow & Hahn LLP to open its Boston office. He served as partner 
in charge of the Boston office until his appointment to the bench. Judge Panos had a diverse practice 
focusing on business restructuring and insolvency, mergers and acquisitions, commercial finance, 
business litigation, and general business law. He represented public and privately held companies, 
individuals, banks, hedge funds and private-equity funds in many different business areas, including 
financial services, life sciences, energy, pharmaceuticals, manufacturing, retail and real estate devel-
opment. He was regularly recognized in peer-review publications such as Chambers USA and The 
Best Lawyers in America, and which named him Boston “Lawyer of the Year” for bankruptcy and 
restructuring in 2012 and 2016. Law & Politics and Boston magazine named him a “Super Lawyer” 
each year of publication of that list and several times named him a “Top 100 Attorney” in Massachu-
setts and New England. Judge Panos was elected as a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy 
in 2008 and served on its First Circuit council from 2012-15. He served as chair of the Bankruptcy 
Law Section of the Boston Bar Association and on the Board of Trustees of the Boston Bar Founda-
tion. Judge Panos received his undergraduate degree from Georgetown University in 1985 and his 
J.D. cum laude from Boston University School of Law in 1989, where he taught courses in legal 
research, writing and advocacy.

Mark D. Podgainy, CTP is a managing director with Getzler Henrich & Associates LLC in New 
York and has more than 25 years of experience in operational roles and turnaround consulting 
in a variety of industries. His expertise includes operations restructuring, business plan analysis, 
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performance improvement, cash and vendor management, bankruptcy consulting and interim-
management services. His clients include companies, secured lenders, boards of directors and 
creditors’ committees, and he also works with law firms on forensic, litigation support and expert 
witness assignments. Mr. Podgainy leads the firm’s commercial real estate and hospitality practice, 
and he advises owners, sponsors and their creditor constituents in a variety of asset classes, including 
hotel, multifamily, office and industrial, among others. He has extensive experience guiding clients 
through complicated and contentious workout and restructuring processes, both in court and out of 
court, throughout the country. Mr. Podgainy has significant experience in the hospitality industry, 
including line and management positions at Harvey Hotels, Winegardner & Hammons (Holiday 
Inn concepts) and Howard Johnson’s Restaurants. He is currently the CRO of Urban Commons 2 
West LLC, et al., and financial advisor to a flagged hotel going through a workout process with its 
senior lender. Mr. Podgainy is a board member of the NYC chapter of the Turnaround Management 
Association; of Neighborhood Housing Services of New York City, Inc., a nonprofit empowering 
disadvantaged low- and moderate-income New Yorkers to purchase and preserve affordable housing; 
and of the 520 West 19th Street Condo Association. He is a member of ABI and the Cornell Hotel 
Society, and he has authored thought-leadership articles on real estate, hospitality, education and 
related topics for numerous industry trade publications. Mr. Podgainy received his Bachelor’s degree 
from Cornell University’s School of Hotel Administration and his M.B.A. from Columbia University.

Charles M. Rubio is a founding partner of Parkins & Rubio LLP in New York and is an experi-
enced business attorney who represents debtors, creditors and other parties in bankruptcy cases and 
out-of-court restructurings. He also represents clients as outside general counsel and advises clients 
in a broad range of corporate, financial and real estate transactions, as well as commercial disputes. 
Mr. Rubio advises clients in all stages of a business life-cycle. He counsels clients on business for-
mation issues and has worked with entrepreneurs focused on start-up companies. In addition, he 
advises growth-stage businesses in connection with negotiating and implementing financing arrange-
ments and other capital-raises. In addition, Mr. Rubio handles a wide range of commercial disputes, 
including litigation involving contract disputes, breach of fiduciary duties, preference actions and 
fraudulent-transfer claims. He also advises clients during the wind-down phase of a business; these 
representations include counseling businesses and management on their rights and responsibilities 
during insolvency situations, and representing clients in connection with distressed asset sales and 
restructurings. Mr. Rubio was selected as a “Rising Star” from 2016-20 and as was listed in 2021 in 
New York Super Lawyers for Bankruptcy Law. He received his B.B.A. magna cum laude and his B.S. 
summa cum laude in 2003 from the University of Texas at Austin, and his J.D. in 2007 from NYU 
Law School.

Adam J. Ruttenberg is a partner at Beacon Law Group, LLC in Boston, where his principal areas 
of practice are bankruptcy litigation and business reorganization, representing debtors, creditors and 
bankruptcy trustees. His bankruptcy practice includes his representation of a chapter 7 trustee of an 
individual with multiple partial interests in real estate wherein he had arranged for all interests to be 
sold in multiple transactions, resulting in unsecured creditors receiving a significant dividend; his 
representation of creditor defendants in preference actions by a trustee that resulted in the negotiation 
of very favorable settlements; his representation of a chain of retail clothing stores in a successful 
chapter 11 reorganization; his successful representation of a creditor in challenging the chapter 7 
bankruptcy discharges of two individuals, including an affirmance on appeal; and his representation 
of a failing hospital in shutting down and negotiating with its bank lender to successfully avoid bank-
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ruptcy. Mr. Ruttenberg learned bankruptcy during almost five years at the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corp. in an office responsible for the defaulted loans of approximately 40 failed banks. He also previ-
ously was an attorney at Looney & Grossman LLP, Posternak Blankstein & Lund LLP and ArentFox 
Schiff LLP. Prior to attending law school, Mr. Ruttenberg worked in an actuarial program at John 
Hancock Mutual Life Insurance Company. He received his B.A. summa cum laude in mathematics 
from Yale University and his J.D. magna cum laude from Harvard Law School.

Elizabeth A. Ryan is a partner with Bailey & Glasser LLP in Boston, where she concentrates her 
practice on class actions, representing consumers challenging violations of state and federal consumer 
protection statutes, as well as employees challenging violations of wage and hour laws. In addition to 
her class action work, she represents whistleblowers in False Claims Act cases involving fraud against 
the government. In 2019, Ms. Ryan was named as Bailey Glasser’s diversity partner, and she has led 
the firm’s effort to become one of the first mid-size law firms to become Mansfield Rule Certified by 
the Diversity Lab — signifying that the firm considers at least 30% historically underrepresented at-
torneys when making hiring, promotion and leadership decisions. She is a member of the National As-
sociation of Consumer Advocates and a former Consumer Law Fellow of the National Consumer Law 
Center (1993). Over the course of her career, Ms. Ryan has been a panelist on consumer law trainings 
conducted by the National Consumer Law Center and others. Until December 2011, she had been a 
partner in the firm Roddy Klein & Ryan, which primarily represented consumers in class actions. Ms. 
Ryan received her B.A. in 1981 from the College of the Holy Cross and her J.D. in 1985 from Catholic 
University Law School.

Kyle D. Smith is an associate in the Restructuring, Insolvency and Bankruptcy practice group in 
Dentons’ Portland, Maine, office. He has experience representing debtors, committees, secured credi-
tors and other parties-in-interest in chapter 11 and chapter 7 cases. Mr. Smith’s work with clients 
includes a focus on bankruptcy-related litigation and dispute resolution, with experience in chapter 
11 reorganizations, asset sales and acquisitions, and debt restructuring outside of court and via state 
law proceedings. Prior to joining Dentons, Mr. Smith was a bankruptcy associate at a large Maine 
law firm and was an associate at a New York City law firm that focuses on representing creditors’ 
committees in large chapter 11 reorganizations. He received his J.D. from the University of Michigan 
Law School, during which time he served as a judicial intern in the U.S. District Court for the District 
of Massachusetts.

Leslie C. Storm is a clerk of court for the First Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel in Boston. She 
previously served as staff attorney for the BAP and as the pro se law clerk for the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court for the District of Massachusetts. Prior to her public service, Ms. Storm was a longtime litigator 
in the private and nonprofit sectors in both Massachusetts and Connecticut.

Hon. James J. Tancredi is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Connecticut in Hartford, 
sworn in on Sept. 1, 2016. Prior to his appointment to the bench, he was a commercial litigation and 
business restructuring partner at Day Pitney, LLP (f/k/a Day Berry & Howard), where, as a busi-
ness litigator and commercial restructuring lawyer, he co-founded the firm’s regional and national 
bankruptcy practice. During his 37-year career at Day Pitney, LLP, Judge Tancredi he represented 
financial institutions and other major constituents in a broad range of prominent insolvency-related 
proceedings pending in courts along the Amtrak corridor. He frequently lectured at the University 
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of Connecticut School of Law and at bar association Continuing Legal Education programs on a 
broad range of commercial, real estate and restructuring issues and strategies. His professional and 
bar association activities included service as president and director of the Hartford County Bar As-
sociation and the Connecticut Turnaround Management Association. Judge Tancredi has been an 
active member of the Connecticut Bar Association, American Bar Association and American Trial 
Lawyers Association, and he was a director of the Hartford County Bar Foundation and Connecticut 
Mental Health Association. He is also a Connecticut Bar Foundation James W. Cooper Fellow. These 
platforms provided invaluable opportunities for enhanced legal education and service to the bench 
and bar and served to drive local community pro bono initiatives. Judge Tancredi has written widely 
about business restructuring issues and co-authored the Connecticut chapter in Strategic Alternatives 
for and Against Distressed Businesses (2016 Edition), published by Thomson Reuters. He received 
his B.A. magna cum laude in urban studies and political science from the College of the Holy Cross 
in Worcester, Mass., and his J.D. magna cum laude from the University of Connecticut School of 
Law.

Lisa D. Tingue is a trial attorney in the Department of Justice for the Office of the U.S. Trustee in 
Worcester, Mass. From 2011-12, she served as associate general counsel for consumer practice in the 
Executive Office for the U.S. Trustees in Washington, D.C., where she oversaw the litigation activi-
ties for the U.S. Trustee’s 21 Program Regions and 93 field offices. Ms. Tingue received the Attorney 
General’s Award for Distinguished Service in 2011 for her work in the implementation and coordi-
nation of a nationwide initiative to address misconduct and abusive practices by mortgage servicers 
in the bankruptcy system. Prior to joining the Office of the U.S. Trustee, she was an associate in the 
Worcester law firm of Mountain, Dearborn, and Whiting, where she focused her practice in the areas 
of civil litigation, bankruptcy and employment law. From 1994-96, she served as law clerk to Hon. 
James F. Queenan, Jr. Ms. Tingue received her B.A. from Vassar College and her J.D. from Boston 
College Law School.

Macken Toussaint is a partner with Riemer & Braunstein LLP in Boston, where she concentrates 
her practice on bankruptcy and business restructuring, creditors’ rights and commercial law. She 
represents individual and corporate debtors in chapter 11 proceedings and advises management of 
debtor companies on business and legal issues, including pre-bankruptcy workout matters and report-
ing requirements. She also represents bankruptcy trustees, secured and unsecured creditors, lenders, 
commercial landlords, plan-funders, institutional investors and buyers in bankruptcy proceedings. In 
2016, Ms. Toussaint was appointed by the U.S. Trustee’s Office and the U.S. Bankruptcy Court as a 
chapter 11 bankruptcy examiner. She has also represented clients with respect to various commercial 
agreements, corporate issues, creditor issues and disputes, and contract matters. Ms. Toussaint has 
experience in the representation of lending institutions and borrowers in the structuring, negotiation 
and documentation of financing transactions, including debtor-in-possession financing, asset-based 
transactions, unsecured loans, intercreditor transactions, and other general commercial financing. Her 
experience includes structured financing and asset-securitization transactions, and she supports im-
pact investing and represents social impact lenders and financial institutions. Prior to joining Riemer 
& Braunstein, Ms. Toussaint clerked for Hon. Henry J. Boroff of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for 
the District of Massachusetts from 1999-2001. She received her B.A. magna cum laude in 1996 
from Northeastern University, her J.D. in 1999 from Northeastern University School of Law, and her 
M.B.A. in 2011 from Suffolk University Sawyer Business School.
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Hon. Eugene R. Wedoff served as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois in 
Chicago from 1987-2015 and as chief judge from 2002-07. A former ABI Chairman and President, he 
served on ABI’s Commission on Consumer Bankruptcy and devotes his present legal practice exclu-
sively to pro bono representations in bankruptcy appeals. Judge Wedoff presided over the chapter 11 
reorganization of United Air Lines, was a member of the Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy Rules 
from 2004-14 and served as its chair after 2010. His work on the Rules Committee involved both the 
implementation of the means test forms and creation of the national form for chapter 13 plans. Judge 
Wedoff was the president of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges from 2013-14 and also 
served as a member of the NCBJ’s Board of Governors as its secretary and as chair of its education 
committee. Judge Wedoff is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy, as well as a member of 
the National Bankruptcy Conference. He is the author of the chapter on professional employment in 
Queenan, Hendel and Hillinger, Chapter 11 Theory and Practice (LRP Publications 1994) and was 
an associate editor of the American Bankruptcy Law Journal. Judge Wedoff is a frequent lecturer and 
served as a member of the Federal Judicial Center’s Committee on Bankruptcy Judge Education. In 
2016, he received the Judge William L. Norton Jr. Judicial Excellence Award; in 2009, he received 
the Lawrence P. King Award from the Commercial Law League; and in 1995, he received the Excel-
lence in Education Award from the NCBJ. Judge Wedoff graduated from the college and law school 
of the University of Chicago.

Amy A. Zuccarello is counsel in the Bankruptcy & Restructuring Group of Sullivan & Worcester’s 
Boston office and a lecturer in law at Boston University School of Law. She practices in the areas of 
business restructuring, workouts and bankruptcy, representing creditors, including indenture trustees, 
lenders and landlords in complex debt restructurings and insolvency matters. She also has transac-
tional experience in equipment finance, project finance and asset-securitizations. Ms. Zuccarello is 
a member of the American Bar Association, the Boston Bar Association and ABI and the treasurer 
of the New England Network of the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confedera-
tion. She was named a “Rising Star” by Massachusetts Super Lawyers from 2009-13. Ms. Zuccarello 
received her B.A. summa cum laude with distinction from Boston University and her J.D. cum laude 
from Boston College Law School.


