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Hon. Frank J. Bailey was appointed as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Massachusetts 
in Boston on Jan. 30, 2009, and served as Chief Judge from December 2010 until December 2015. 
He also serves on the First Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel. Previously, Judge Bailey clerked 
for Hon. Herbert P. Wilkins of the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court from 1980-81 and was 
an associate at the Boston office of Sullivan & Worcester LLP until 1987, where he practiced in its 
litigation and bankruptcy departments. He spent the next 22 years as a partner at Sherin and Lodgen 
LLP, where he chaired its litigation department and was a member of its management committee. His 
practice focused on complex business litigation and creditors’ rights, and he often represented clients 
in medical device, pharmaceutical and high-technology businesses. Judge Bailey served as the consul 
for the Republic of Bulgaria in Boston before his appointment to the bench, and he has participated 
in many international judicial programs. In 2013, he taught at the Astrakhan State University School 
of Law in south central Russia, and he has also taught courses in Bulgaria and in Uzbekistan. In ad-
dition, he taught legal writing and research at Boston University School of Law from 1981-93 and 
currently teaches business bankruptcy at Suffolk University Law School in Boston. Judge Bailey 
was appointed by the First Circuit to oversee the financial restructuring of the City of Central Falls, 
R.I., a rare chapter 9 case. The City of Central Falls filed a contested plan of readjustment that was 
confirmed in a little more than a year from filing. Judge Bailey serves on the Board of Governors of 
the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and is the chair of the National Conference of Federal 
Trial Judges of the American Bar Association. In addition, he serves on the Standing Committee on 
Diversity in the American Judiciary of the Judicial Division of the American Bar Association. Judge 
Bailey received his B.S.F.S. from Georgetown University’s School of Foreign Service and his J.D. 
from Suffolk University School of Law.

Mark W. Batten is a partner in the Labor & Employment Law Department of Proskauer Rose LLP in 
Boston and co-head of the firm’s Class & Collective Actions Group. He represents employers nation-
wide at all stages of complex employment litigation, including class and collective actions on wage 
and hour matters and discrimination claims. Mr. Batten assists clients with all aspects of employment 
policies and practices, including hiring, termination, sexual harassment, leaves, accommodation of 
disabilities and other matters. He also handles diverse civil litigation, including litigation of noncom-
petition agreements, ERISA matters, discrimination and wrongful termination litigation in federal 
and state courts; proceedings before the Massachusetts Commission Against Discrimination; wage 
and hour matters; and labor arbitrations. In addition, he is an experienced appellate attorney both in 
employment cases and other civil litigation, handling appeals at all levels in the state courts and in the 
U.S. Courts of Appeals. Before joining Proskauer, Mr. Batten was a trial attorney in the Civil Division 
of the U.S. Department of Justice in Washington, D.C., where he was lead counsel in major litigation 
for over two dozen federal agencies ranging from the U.S. Air Force, the CIA and the U.S. Secret 
Service to the Department of Housing and Urban Development and the National Endowment for the 
Arts. He received his B.A. magna cum laude from Davidson College and his J.D. magna cum laude 
from Harvard Law School, where he served as editor of the Harvard Law Review.

Camille C. Bent is an associate in BakerHostetler’s Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights practice group 
in New York, where she concentrates in the areas of corporate bankruptcy, financial restructuring and 
commercial litigation. She is experienced in disputes and transactions arising out of corporate insol-
vencies, including asset sale, fraudulent-transfer, negligent misrepresentation and wrongful redemp-
tion cases. Ms. Bent has represented debtors, creditors, trustees, committees and other interested 
parties in various industries. She currently represents Irving H. Picard, Securities Investor Protection 
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Act trustee for the liquidation of Bernard L. Madoff Investment Securities, LLC, and litigates multi-
million-dollar avoidance and recovery actions against foreign and domestic entities. She also contin-
ues to represent and defend the City of New York on a pro bono basis as a part of its Public Service 
Program. Ms. Bent is an active member of the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring 
Confederation and of BakerHostetler’s Recruitment, Diversity, and Women’s Steering Committees. 
She received her B.A. from Johns Hopkins University and her J.D. and M.B.A. from Emory Univer-
sity, after which she clerked for Hon. Pamela Pepper in the Eastern District of Wisconsin.

Leslie A. Berkoff is a partner with Moritt Hock & Hamroff LLP in Garden City, N.Y., where she 
co-chairs the firm’s Litigation and Bankruptcy Practice Group and serves as advisory co-chair of the 
firm’s Diversity & Inclusion Committee. She concentrates her practice in the area of bankruptcy and 
restructuring litigation and corporate workouts, and she represents a variety of corporate debtors, 
trustees, creditors and creditor committees both nationally and locally. Her practice also includes 
an emphasis on equipment leasing and health care law. Ms. Berkoff has experience in commercial 
litigation and corporate transactions. In addition to her practice, she frequently serves as a mediator 
and is on the Mediation Panels for the Eastern, Southern and Northern Districts of the U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Courts in New York, Delaware and the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, and she serves on the 
Commercial Mediation Panel for Nassau County. Ms. Berkoff has also served as a court-appointed 
examiner and guardian ad litem in several bankruptcy cases, and she currently chairs the Mediation 
Subcommittee of the Chapter 11 Lawyers and Judges Advisory Committee for the Eastern District 
of New York Bankruptcy Court. She serves as a member of the Dispute Resolution Section Advisory 
Council of the American Bar Association’s (ABA’s) Business Law Section. In addition, she co-chairs 
the Mediation Committee for the New York State Bar Association. Prior to joining Moritt Hock & 
Hamroff LLP, Ms. Berkoff clerked for Hon. Jerome Feller, U.S. Bankruptcy Judge in the Eastern 
District of New York, from 1991-93 and to Hon. Allyne R. Ross, Federal Magistrate Judge in the 
Eastern District of New York, from 1990-91. She received her B.A. cum laude in 1987 from the State 
University of Albany and her J.D. in 1990 from Hofstra University School of Law, where she was 
editor-in-chief of the Hofstra Labor Law Journal.

Eric R. Blythe is an associate with Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky and Popeo, P.C. in Boston, 
where his practice focuses primarily on commercial litigation and lending, debt restructuring and 
workouts, distressed-debt advising, and corporate and municipal reorganization. His past representa-
tions include a diverse mix of lenders, secured and unsecured creditors, corporate borrowers, bond-
holders, bond trustees and institutional investors. His experience also extends to other disciplines, 
often in the distressed context, including director and officer representation, intellectual property 
licensing and sales, consignment, insurance and landlord/tenant issues. Mr. Blythe is an active mem-
ber of ABI and the Boston Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Law Section, for which he chairs its Public 
Policy Committee. He is also the editor of Mintz Levin’s bankruptcy blog Distressing Matters, which 
provides timely discussion and analysis on a variety of bankruptcy and commercial law issues. Mr. 
Blythe received his B.S. from Syracuse University and his J.D. from Boston University School of 
Law.

Hon. Colleen A. Brown is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Vermont in Burlington, 
appointed on April 10, 2000, and reappointed to a second 14-year term in October 2014. Previously, 
she was a partner in the law firm of Lawrence, Werner, Kesselring, Swartout & Brown, LLP, where 
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her practice focused on bankruptcy, both debtors’ and creditors’ rights, foreclosures, workouts and 
matrimonial bankruptcy issues. She also clerked for Hon. Beryl E. McGuire, Chief U.S. Bankruptcy 
Judge for the Western District of New York, as the estate administrator in that court; as the Assistant 
U.S. Trustee for the Western District of New York; and as in-house counsel to The Canandaigua Na-
tional Bank and Trust Co. Since being appointed to the bench, Judge Brown has served as a member 
of the Vermont Bar Association’s Professionalism Roundtable and has chaired the Federal-State Law 
Council for the District of Vermont, Vermont’s first Rule of Law Conference and the Federal Judges’ 
Committee of the National Association of Women Judges. She has been very active in the National 
Conference of Bankruptcy Judges since her appointment to the bench, including as the Second Cir-
cuit representative to the Board of Governors, a member of two NCBJ Education Committees, chair 
of the NCBJ’s U.S. Trustee Liaison Committee, chair of the NCBJ’s Liaison Committee to the Na-
tional Association of Women Judges, and chair of the NCBJ President’s Special Task Force for Cost 
Containment. Judge Brown is an author for Collier on Bankruptcy (15th ed. revised) and an associ-
ate editor for the American Bankruptcy Law Journal, and frequently lectures on consumer and farm 
bankruptcy law. She received the New York State Bar Association’s President’s Pro Bono Service 
Award in 1992 and the Vermont Bar Association’s Pro Bono Service Award in 2006. Judge Brown 
received a B.A. cum laude with honors in philosophy from Colgate University in 1979 and her J.D. 
cum laude from the University of Buffalo Law School in 1983.

Steven C. Browne is a managing partner for client service at Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP in Bos-
ton and the global leader of the firm’s Corporate & Business Transactions practice. He concentrates 
his practice on business and securities law and has experience in mergers and acquisitions, leveraged 
buyouts, corporate finance, private-equity financing transactions, public offerings, SEC compliance, 
and technology transfer and licensing. Mr. Browne has nearly 30 years of experience representing 
clients in all manners of M&A transactions across various industries and geographies. He has com-
pleted hundreds of technology M&A transactions with an aggregate deal value in the billions, and he 
has represented U.S. companies in their cross-border transactions and non-U.S. clients in their U.S. 
acquisitions. Mr. Browne is routinely ranked by leading legal publications, including Chambers USA, 
The Legal 500, The Best Lawyers in America and Super Lawyers, among others, and was recognized 
as an “M&A and Antitrust Trailblazer” by The National Law Journal. He received his B.A. cum laude 
from the University of Rhode Island and his J.D. cum laude from Cornell Law School.

James Calandra, CTP, CPA is a managing director with Capstone Headwaters in Boston and a 
member of its Financial Advisory Services practice. He has more than 25 years of experience in 
turnaround management consulting, interim management, fraud and forensic accounting, mergers 
and acquisitions, and recapitalizations. Prior to joining Capstone Headwaters, Mr. Calandra was a 
managing member and co-founder of Birch Hill Partners, a management-consulting firm focused on 
turnaround management and business-performance improvement. Additionally, he was a managing 
director at Argus Management Corp., a regional management-consulting firm in New England, and 
a senior manager with Ernst & Young LLP. Mr. Calandra spent three years living and working in 
Germany, where he was involved in capital markets and transaction advisory services with Ernst & 
Young GmbH. Over the course of his career, he has advised more than 50 companies through signifi-
cant strategic transitions involving both public and private middle-market companies with varying 
situations. Mr. Calandra has served as a board member for numerous companies, including the board 
of Boston Generating, LLC through its landmark § 363 bankruptcy restructuring case in the Southern 
District of New York in 2011. He is an adjunct member of the business faculty at Rivier University. 
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Mr. Calandra received his B.S. in accountancy from Bentley University and his M.S. in accountancy 
from Bentley University’s McCallum Graduate School of Business.

Hon. Peter G. Cary is Chief Bankruptcy Judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of 
Maine in Portland, appointed in 2014. He also serves on the U.S. Bankruptcy Appellate Panel for the 
First Circuit. Previously, he clerked for one year for the Maine Superior Court and in 1988 joined the 
law firm of MittelAsen, LLC where he practiced law until his appointment to the bankruptcy court. 
Judge Cary served as the treasurer of the Maine State-Federal Judicial Council and as an advisory 
director of the Nathan & Henry B. Cleaves Law Library. He presents at various continuing legal 
education seminars for lawyers and judges, including those held by the Federal Judicial Center, ABI, 
the Maine State Bar Association and Massachusetts Continuing Legal Education, Inc. Judge Cary 
is a member of ABI, the Cumberland County Bar Association, the Maine State Bar Association and 
NCBJ, and is certified in both Consumer and Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of 
Certification. He received his undergraduate degree cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa from the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts at Amherst in 1982 and his J.D. cum laude from Boston College Law School 
in 1987.

Christopher M. Condon is an associate with Murphy & King, PC in Boston and has more than a 
decade of experience representing clients in all aspects of insolvency, bankruptcy and restructuring 
matters, including debtors, bankruptcy trustees, creditors’ committees, liquidating agents, receivers, 
lenders, borrowers and trade creditors. He currently focuses his practice on the problems of finan-
cially distressed companies and individuals in both in-court and out-of-court contexts. Mr. Condon 
is experienced in negotiation and documentation of various complex commercial transactions. He 
also counsels plaintiffs and defendants in civil litigation matters relating to bankruptcy on both the 
trial and appellate levels, and continues to advise creditors in numerous facets of bankruptcy and 
insolvency proceedings. Mr. Condon has been recognized several times as a “Massachusetts Super 
Lawyer – Rising Star” in Boston Magazine, and he is a member of the Boston and Massachusetts Bar 
Associations and ABI. He received his B.A. in 1998 from Washington and Lee University and his 
J.D. cum laude in 2001 from Boston University School of Law.

Heather Zubke Cooper is a partner with Facey Goss & McPhee P.C. in Rutland, Vt., where she 
focuses on bankruptcy and creditors’ rights, bankruptcy and financial restructuring, employment law, 
and civil and commercial litigation. She has appeared in trial in appellate courts on behalf of debtors, 
creditors, panel trustees and civil litigants, and has been appointed to serve as mediator in bankruptcy 
disputes. She also serves as a mediator in foreclosure cases under Vermont’s foreclosure mediation 
statute in both bankruptcy and state courts. Ms. Cooper is a member of the Texas, Massachusetts and 
Vermont Bar Associations and ABI, and is Board Certified in Consumer Bankruptcy Law from the 
American Board of Certification. She has lectured on various aspects of bankruptcy law before nu-
merous professional groups. Ms. Cooper received her B.A. from the University of Houston in 1993 
and her J.D. magna cum laude from South Texas College of Law in 1998.

Shari I. Dwoskin is an associate with Brown Rudnick LLP in Boston and practices in its Bankruptcy 
and Corporate Restructuring Department. She represents debtors, bondholders, and official and ad 
hoc committees of creditors and equity interest-holders in both chapter 11 restructurings and litiga-
tion arising from related disputes. Ms. Dwoskin has experience with many facets of the restructuring 
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process, including plan drafting and confirmation, the claims-resolution process, and various matters 
involving motion and litigation practice. Prior to joining Brown Rudnick, she worked as a judicial 
intern to Chief Judge Richard W. Roberts on the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia, and 
as a research assistant at Georgetown’s Supreme Court Institute, which helps prepare advocates for 
oral argument at the Supreme Court. She also served as a law clerk at the Children’s Law Center in 
Washington, D.C., in its Guardian ad Litem Project. Ms. Dwoskin received her B.A. in 2002 from 
McGill University, her M.A. in 2006 from Harvard University and her J.D. in 2014 from Harvard 
University, where she was editor-in-chief of the American Criminal Law Review and was a member 
of the Georgetown Law Barristers’ Council, Appellate Advocacy Division.

Hon. Michael A. Fagone is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Maine in Bangor, appointed 
in April 2015. Previously, he was co-chair of Bernstein Shur’s Business Restructuring and Insolvency 
Practice Group in Portland, where he specialized in bankruptcy and insolvency law. While practic-
ing law, he was recognized in The Best Lawyers in America and by Chambers USA as one of the top 
bankruptcy lawyers in Maine. Judge Fagone is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the 
American Board of Certification and serves on ABI’s Board of Directors. He received his B.A. from 
Amherst College in 1993 and his J.D. summa cum laude from the University of Maine School of Law 
in 1997.

Hon. Joan N. Feeney is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Massachusetts in Boston, ini-
tially appointed in 1992. She served as Chief Judge from 2002-06 and is Chief Judge of the First 
Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel. Judge Feeney is the business manager of the American Bank-
ruptcy Law Journal, for which she served as an associate editor from 2013-16. She is a Fellow, vice 
president and a member of the board of directors of the American College of Bankruptcy, and served 
for three years on its Board of Regents. Judge Feeney is a co-author of the Bankruptcy Law Manual, 
a two-volume treatise published by Thomson Reuters, and of a book for consumers, The Road Out of 
Debt, published by John Wiley & Sons. She was president of the National Conference of Bankruptcy 
Judges from 2011-12 and has served that organization in numerous capacities, including on its board 
of governors, as chair of its Newsletter Committee, as editor-in-chief and reporter for Conference 
News, and on special projects. Judge Feeney is a founder and co-chair of the M. Ellen Carpenter 
Financial Literacy Project, a joint venture of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Massachu-
setts and the Boston Bar Association. She was a member of the International Judicial Relations Com-
mittee of the Judicial Conference of the United States from 2006-12, hosting many delegations of 
foreign judges in the U.S. and traveling to foreign countries on behalf of the federal judiciary. Judge 
Feeney chairs the Massachusetts Bankruptcy Court’s Pro Bono Committee and was co-chair of the 
Massachusetts Local Rules Committee for many years. She also served for several years on ABI’s 
Board of Directors and as judicial chair of several regional ABI educational programs, in addition to 
being a frequent ABI panelist. Prior to her appointment, Judge Feeney was an associate and partner 
in the Boston law firm Hanify & King, P.C., was a career law clerk to the Hon. James N. Gabriel, 
U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Massachusetts, and a partner in the Boston law firm Fee-
ney & Freeley, where her practice included service as a trustee on the U.S. Trustee’s private panel of 
trustees. She received the Boston Bar Association’s Haskell Cohn Award for Distinguished Judicial 
Service, and in 2009 the American College of Bankruptcy First Circuit Fellows recognized her for her 
contributions to bankruptcy jurisprudence and practice. She is also the 2018 recipient of the Charles 
P. Normandin Award of Lifetime Achievement from the Boston Bar Association. Judge Feeney is a 
graduate of Connecticut College and Suffolk University Law School.



AMERICAN BANKRUPTCY INSTITUTE

575

Hon. Diane Finkle is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Rhode Island in Providence, ap-
pointed on Sept. 6, 2012. She was appointed to the First Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel in 2013. 
Since taking the bench, Judge Finkle has conducted legal education seminars for the Rhode Island 
Bar Association on bankruptcy topics and has served on seminar panels for ABI and MCLE/New 
England. Prior to her appointment, she was an attorney for 30 years with Winograd, Shine and Zacks 
PC in Providence, R.I., where she represented debtors, secured creditors and creditors’ committees 
in chapter 11 bankruptcy cases, and served as counsel to bankruptcy trustees, also having served as 
a court-appointed receiver for various manufacturing, service and retail businesses, and commercial 
and residential real estate developments in numerous state court receivership proceedings. Judge 
Finkle had been continually listed in The Best Lawyers in America for Rhode Island Bankruptcy and 
Insolvency practitioners since 2007, and was named a Super Lawyer in 2008. She has also served 
on numerous education panels for ABI, the Rhode Island Bar Association and the Massachusetts 
Continuing Legal Education. Judge Finkle received her B.A. from Colorado University and the Uni-
versity of Rhode Island, and her J.D. from George Washington National Law Center at George Wash-
ington University.

Jeremy R. Fischer is Drummond Woodsum’s Practice Group Leader for Bankruptcy, Restructur-
ing & Creditors’ Rights in Portland, Maine, and Manchester, N.H., and is admitted to practice in the 
state and federal courts of Maine, New Hampshire, and Vermont. He represents clients in distressed 
commercial matters from the first sign of trouble through the most complex financial restructuring 
or chapter 11 bankruptcy. Mr. Fischer is experienced in bankruptcy, bankruptcy litigation and bank-
ruptcy appellate matters across northern New England and around the country. His clients include 
secured and unsecured creditors (including official and ad hoc committees), asset-purchasers, trust-
ees, DIP lenders, insurance companies, contract counterparties, directors/officers and debtors. He 
also regularly represents parties in out-of-court debt restructurings, receiverships and debtor/credi-
tor litigation. Mr. Fischer has written numerous articles for the ABI Journal and served a leadership 
role in ABI’s Bankruptcy Litigation Committee, and he has served on the advisory board for ABI’s 
Northeast Bankruptcy Conference and Consumer Forum. In 2017, he was recognized as part of the 
inaugural class of ABI’s “40 Under 40,” and in 2018 he co-authored and co-edited the second edition 
of ABI’s Quick Evidence Handbook. Before entering the practice of law, Mr. Fischer served three 
terms in the Maine Legislature, where he was House Chairman of the Appropriations Committee. He 
teaches business law at the University of Maine School of Law, serves on numerous civic and profes-
sional boards and committees, and regularly appears as a political analyst on local TV and radio. Mr. 
Fischer received his B.A. summa cum laude from the University of Michigan and his J.D. summa cum 
laude from the University of Maine School of Law.

John P. Fitzgerald, III is the Acting U.S. Trustee for Region 4 in Marshfield, Mass., which includes 
the Judicial District of South Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia, Maryland and District of Columbia.
He is also an Assistant U.S. Trustee and has headed the Boston office of the U.S. Trustee since 1992. 
In addition, he has served as Acting U.S. Trustee for Region 1 and acting deputy general counsel for 
the Executive Office for U.S. Trustees during his tenure with the U.S. Trustee Program. Mr. Fitzger-
ald was the Assistant U.S. Trustee in Maine from 1990-92. Prior to joining the U.S. Trustee program, 
he spent 10 years with the Criminal Section of the Tax Division of the Department of Justice as a se-
nior trial attorney. Mr. Fitzgerald is a frequent lecturer at the National Bankruptcy Training Institute, 
which is part of the Department of Justice’s National Advocacy Center at the University of South 
Carolina. He was selected by the Executive Office of U.S. Trustee as the head of the initial Credit 
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Counseling and Debtor Education working group following the passage of BAPCPA in April 2005. 
Mr. Fitzgerald developed the initial application and application procedure for both credit counseling 
and debtor education and was awarded the Attorney General Distinguished Service Award for his 
leadership in successfully and swiftly developing and implementing, on a national basis, the new 
requirements. He received his B.S. in accountancy magna cum laude from Northeastern University 
and his J.D. cum laude from the New England School of Law.

Celine E. de la Foscade-Condon has served as counsel in the Litigation Bureau at the Massachusetts 
Department of Revenue in Boston since 2006. She has represented the Massachusetts Department 
of Revenue before the Appellate Tax Board, the courts of the Commonwealth, the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court, the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel for the First Circuit and the First Circuit Court of Appeals. 
In addition to her work in the bankruptcy department, she routinely represents the Massachusetts 
Department of Revenue in personal income and corporate taxation matters. Previously, Ms. de la 
Foscade-Condon worked in private practice before joining the Massachusetts Department of Rev-
enue. She received her undergraduate degree from John Cabot University in Rome and her J.D. from 
Northeastern University School of Law.

Joseph A. Foster is a director and shareholder of McLane Middleton, PA in Manchester, N.H., where 
he represents creditors ranging from small private lenders to nationally recognized banks and finance 
companies in out-of-court restructurings and chapter 11 reorganizations. He also works with busi-
nesses and individuals in all aspects of insolvency matters, from prosecuting and defending litigation 
arising in bankruptcy court to counseling buyers of assets from businesses in bankruptcy, as well as 
assisting financially troubled businesses and individuals in loan restructurings and workouts. Mr. Fos-
ter served as the New Hampshire Attorney General from 2013-17 and served in the New Hampshire 
State Senate from 2002-08, where he was Majority Leader from 2006-08 and chair of the Judiciary 
Committee from 2004-08. He is admitted to practice in New Hampshire and Massachusetts. Mr. Fos-
ter received his B.A. from Tufts University in 1981 and his J.D. from George Washington University 
in 1984.

Dr. Heidi K. Gardner is a Distinguished Fellow at Harvard Law School’s Center on the Legal Pro-
fession in Boston and author of the recently released Smart Collaboration: How Professionals and 
Their Firms Succeed by Breaking Down Silos (Harvard Business Press). She also serves as a Harvard 
Lecturer on Law and faculty chair of the school’s Accelerated Leadership Program and Sector Lead-
ership MasterClass executive courses. Previously, she was a professor at Harvard Business School. 
Dr. Gardner’s research received the Academy of Management’s prize for a paper with Outstanding 
Practical Implications for Management. She has authored or co-authored more than 50 book chapters, 
case studies and articles in scholarly and practitioner journals, including several in Harvard Business 
Review. Her first book, Leadership for Lawyers: Essential Strategies for Law Firm Success, was pub-
lished in 2015. Dr. Gardner has lived and worked on four continents, including as a Fulbright Fellow, 
and for McKinsey & Co. and Procter & Gamble. She was recently named by Thinkers 50 as a Next 
Generation Business Guru. Dr. Gardner received her B.A. in Japanese summa cum laude and Phi Beta 
Kappa from the University of Pennsylvania, a Master’s degree from the London School of Econom-
ics, and a second Master’s degree and her Ph.D. from London Business School.
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Janet J. Goldman is a sole practitioner in the Law Office of Janet J. Goldman in Warwick, R.I., 
where she represents consumer and small business debtors in chapter 7 and 13 cases, with an em-
phasis on foreclosure defense. She is a member of the Rhode Island Bar Association, ABI and the 
National Association of the Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys. Ms. Goldman serves on the Rhode 
Island Bankruptcy Court Advisory Panel, Debtor/Creditor Committee and District Court Bench Bar 
Committee of the Rhode Island Bar Association, and is a frequent speaker for the Rhode Island Bar 
Association, focusing on Rhode Island District Court procedure as well as consumer bankruptcy is-
sues. She is admitted to the state and federal bars of Rhode Island. Ms. Goldman received her B.A. 
from Skidmore College as a member of the Periclean Honor Society in 1984 and her J.D. from New 
England School of Law in 1988.

Michael H. Goldstein is a partner in Goodwin Procter LLP’s Financial Institutions Group, co-chair 
of its Financial Restructuring Practice and a member of the firm’s FinTech Practice in New York. He 
has represented debtors, sponsors, bondholders, creditors, committees and purchasers of distressed 
assets for 30 years in such industries as chemicals, finance, health care, hospitality, high-tech print-
ing, municipal debt, real estate, retail and technology. Prior to joining Goodwin Procter in 2014, Mr. 
Goldstein was a partner at both Stutman, Treister & Glatt and Greenberg Traurig. He is a member of 
the American, Los Angeles County and Century City Bar Associations and is also a board member of 
the Association of Insolvency & Restructuring Advisors and the Financial Lawyers Conference. Mr. 
Goldstein is a frequent speaker on restructuring and insolvency-related topics, such as compensation 
of professionals, conflicts of interest, executory contracts in retail chapter 11 cases, expert testimony, 
litigating confirmation issues, municipal debt restructurings, second-lien debt, subprime lending and 
valuation. His article on “Navigating the Distressed Real Estate Workout: A General Overview” ap-
peared in ABA Probate and Property magazine and was selected as the winner of the Best Practical 
Use Article. He is also a contributing author to chapter 9 of Collier on Bankruptcy and is a Fellow 
in the American College of Bankruptcy. Mr. Goldstein has been repeatedly listed in U.S. News-Best 
Lawyers (Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law; Litigation–
Bankruptcy) and selected as a Super Lawyer in Southern California and New York. He is rated AV-
Preeminent by Martindale Hubbell. Mr. Goldstein received his B.S. magna cum laude from Franklin 
and Marshall College in 1981 and his J.D. cum laude from Harvard Law School in 1984.

Douglas R. Gooding is co-chair of Choate Hall & Stewart LLP’s Business Department in Boston and 
he has more than 25 years of experience advising on financing and restructuring transactions, par-
ticularly on debtor-in-possession lending and the representation of senior, second-lien and mezzanine 
debt in complex restructurings, as well as in advising troubled companies. Mr. Gooding has appeared 
in courts throughout the U.S. and has been appointed as mediator in several bankruptcy disputes. He 
is an active member of the Boston Bar Association, sits on the BBA Council, and is a former co-chair 
of both the BBA’s Public Service Oversight Committee and its Bankruptcy Section. Mr. Gooding is 
active in pro bono matters and the BBA’s Financial Literacy program. He is a frequent lecturer and 
participant on educational panels relating to bankruptcy and insolvency. He is also on an advisory 
board to Tufts Medical Center. Mr. Gooding received his A.B. cum laude from the University of Cali-
fornia at Berkeley his J.D. cum laude from Duke University School of Law.

Charles A. Goodrich is the founder and principal of Goodrich & Associates LLC in Lexington, 
Mass., and has been helping businesses solve urgent liquidity and financial problems for more than 
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30 years. He has worked with a range of ownership structures, including founding entrepreneur, 
second-generation family, family office, public, institutional investors and nonprofits in refinancing 
businesses, paying back creditors, closing difficult M&A transactions and advising first-time inves-
tors in distressed businesses. In addition to working closely with a client’s staff and advisors, Mr. 
Goodrich often acts as interim CEO, COO, CFO or director. His recent assignments include guiding 
four entrepreneurs through the refinancing of their global IT consulting business by using their office 
building as collateral, as well as liquidating a high-speed broker/dealer of the “Flash Boys” variety 
after the company, in less than two years, burned through the $90MM in equity it had raised. Prior 
to launching Goodrich & Associates, Mr. Goodrich held positions as vice president of Profit Center 
Reporting and Budgeting for State Street Corp., chief financial executive for Budget Rent-A-Car 
Corp.’s Eastern Region, and chief financial executive for various business groups within Kraft Foods. 
He received his Bachelor’s degree in economics from the University of Virginia and his M.B.A. in 
finance from the University of Chicago.

Hon. Robert E. Grossman is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of New York in 
Central Islip, appointed in April 2008, and serves as a visiting judge in the Southern District of New 
York. Prior to taking the bench, he practiced in the areas of corporate law, business reorganization 
and litigation at Duane Morris, where a significant part of his practice focused on providing advice to 
troubled or newly restructured companies, as well as investors, with respect to their financing needs. 
Judge Grossman has extensive experience in complex bankruptcy and creditor-rights litigation for 
both individuals and institutions, and he has represented parties in the restructuring and transfer of 
assets in bankruptcy court. He is experienced in the intricacies of bankruptcy and restructuring mat-
ters across a wide range of industries, including real estate and health care, and has represented bor-
rowers, secured creditors, landlords and owners across the U.S. Prior to joining Duane Morris, Judge 
Grossman chaired the restructuring practice group of Arent Fox, directing almost 20 professionals in 
matters across the U.S. and in Europe. He began his legal career at the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission in its Division of Enforcement in a group associated with the Division of Corporate Finance. 
After leaving the SEC, he founded and served as general counsel to a large financial services compa-
ny that focused on acquiring and operating distressed assets. Judge Grossman is an adjunct professor 
at Touro Law School and a past chair of the International Secured Transactions and Insolvency Com-
mittee of the American Bar Association’s Section of International Law, and he is a frequent speaker 
both in the U.S. and in Europe. In addition, he is a past president of the Brooklyn Law School Alumni 
Association. Judge Grossman was recently elected to the Board of Governors of the National Confer-
ence of Bankruptcy Judges. He received his undergraduate degree from Rider University and his J.D. 
from Brooklyn Law School in 1973.

Peter V. Guaetta is a principal at Guaetta and Benson, LLC in North Chelmsford, Mass., where he 
concentrates his practice on foreclosure and secured creditor’s rights. He has represented both na-
tional and local mortgage lenders and servicers in foreclosure and related litigation, real estate title 
and conveyance, and bankruptcy and eviction matters since 1993. He received his B.A. cum laude in 
1985 from University of Massachusetts at Amherst, his J.D. cum laude in 1989 from Suffolk Univer-
sity Law School and his LL.M. in 2000 from Boston University School of Law.

Eric A. Henzy is a partner at Zeisler & Zeisler, P.C. in Bridgeport, Conn., and has represented debt-
ors, creditors’ committees, secured and unsecured creditors and other parties in bankruptcy cases and 
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out-of-court workouts. He has appeared in bankruptcy courts around the country and has represented 
parties in a number of the first hedge fund insolvencies in the country. He has first-chair tried more 
than 30 contested matters and adversary proceedings to judgment. Previously, Mr. Henzy practiced in 
the bankruptcy group at Reid and Riege, P.C. in Hartford and at the New York firm Milbank, Tweed, 
Hadley and McCloy. He also clerked for Hon. Alan H. W. Shiff in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the 
District of Connecticut. Mr. Henzy is a member of ABI, the American Bar Association’s Business 
and Litigation Sections, the Connecticut Bar Association’s Commercial Law & Bankruptcy Section 
and the Turnaround Management Association. He is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell, 
named in The Best Lawyers in America for Litigation - Bankruptcy “Lawyer of the Year” in the Hart-
ford Metro Area (2016 and 2018), Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights “Lawyer of the Year” in 
the Hartford Metro Area (2014), Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights (2006-18), and Litigation 
- Bankruptcy (2011-18), and was listed in Connecticut Super Lawyers for Bankruptcy & Creditor 
Debtor Rights (2007-17). He is admitted to practice in Connecticut, New York, the U.S. District Court 
for the District of Connecticut, and the U.S. District Courts for the Eastern and Southern Districts of 
New York. Mr. Henzy received his B.A. in 1984 from the University of Connecticut and his J.D. in 
1988 from the University of Connecticut School of Law.

Cathy Rae Hershcopf is a partner with Cooley LLP in New York and represents buyers and sellers of 
real estate, inventory, intellectual property and other assets in distressed situations and special oppor-
tunities. She has advised debtors in technology and retail and 200+ committees of unsecured creditors 
in chapter 11 cases nationwide. She has also represented official committees of unsecured creditors 
in some of the most significant retail chapter 11 bankruptcy proceedings throughout the country. Mr. 
Hershcopf has been listed in Chambers USA for Bankruptcy/Restructuring (2018), The Best Lawyers 
of America for Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights, and Insolvency and Reorganization Law 
(2015-16), the Distressed M&A Awards and The New York Times Top New York Lawyers list. She 
is a member of ABI, the International Council of Shopping Centers (ICSC), the New York State Bar 
Association and the Turnaround Management Association. Ms. Hershcopf received her B.A. summa 
cum laude from the University of Massachusetts and her J.D. summa cum laude from New York Law 
School.

Amelia C. Joiner is an associate in the Boston office of Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP, where she 
represents corporate clients and financial institutions in complex restructuring matters, with an em-
phasis on complex commercial and bankruptcy litigation and appeals. She represents investors and 
lenders throughout the capital structure on all aspects of restructuring, including debtor-in-possession 
financing, claim and plan negotiations and litigation, adversary proceedings, and settlements. Ms. 
Joiner is also active in pro bono matters. In a recent victory, she successfully obtained a green card 
for an unaccompanied minor client. She led all aspects of the case, including researching complex 
immigration issues, drafting pleadings, and representing the client in hearings in front of the Boston 
Immigration Court and in interviews with U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services. In 2013, Ms. 
Joiner completed her secondment at the Plymouth County District Attorney’s office. She represented 
the Commonwealth in all stages of litigation, including presenting oral arguments and examining 
witnesses in jury trial, bench trial and evidentiary hearing, and arguing numerous non-evidentiary 
hearings and motions. Ms. Joiner received her B.A. in 2001 from Smith College and her J.D. in 2008 
from Georgetown University Law Center.
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Hon. Elizabeth D. Katz is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Massachusetts in Springfield, 
appointed on March 13, 2017, and assigned to the Western and Central Divisions. From 1995-2007, 
she was an assistant district attorney for the Northwestern District Attorney’s Office, and she was 
chief of the District Court Prosecutors from 2000-07. Judge Katz was an associate at the firm of Katz, 
Argenio and Powers, PC from 2007-08 and later became an associate at the Ostrander Law Office 
from 2008-13, where she concentrated her practice on bankruptcy law. At Ostrander Law Office, 
she represented a chapter 7 trustee in adversary proceedings, counseled individuals and businesses 
in financial distress, and represented clients in bankruptcy cases. In 2013, she formed and operated 
The Law Office of Elizabeth D. Katz, focusing on criminal defense and bankruptcy law. Immediately 
prior to her appointment, she had been a founding partner at Rescia, Katz & Shear, LLP since 2015. 
An active member of the Hampshire County, Hampden County and Massachusetts Bar Associations, 
Judge Katz served as president of the Hampshire County Bar Association from 2012-14. She also was 
co-chair of both the Massachusetts Bar Association’s Western Massachusetts Bankruptcy Symposium 
and the Western Division of the M. Ellen Carpenter Financial Literacy Program. In 2016, Judge Katz 
was awarded the Massachusetts Bar Association’s Community Service Award. In addition, she has 
been a frequent panelist and lecturer on the topics of both criminal and bankruptcy law. Judge Katz 
received her undergraduate degree from the University of Vermont in 1991 and her J.D. from Boston 
University School of Law, where she received the Edward F. Hennessey Award in 1994.

Marjorie E. Kaufman is a managing director at Getzler Henrich & Associates LLC in Boston, where 
she has provided turnaround and interim management for companies for more than 30 years. She 
frequently serves as CRO and CFO, and has provided cash-flow-management services, conducted 
business plan viability analyses, designed and steered turnaround action plans, managed debt and 
equity placement, and sourced refinancing. Her expertise in forensic accounting is a valuable asset 
in many engagements/management positions, which have spanned many industries, including retail, 
distribution, high tech, manufacturing, education, health care, construction, road maintenance, and 
food and beverage. Ms. Kaufman has worked with a number of retailers and consumer product com-
panies, evaluating operations and identifying nonperforming stores and/or product lines. She has also 
performed a number of due diligence projects in the course of acquisitions, in which she has repre-
sented strategic buyers, equity firms and mezzanine funds. As part of the due diligence process, she 
has reviewed various business segments for viability, and analyzed policies on revenue recognition 
for contracts, customer profitability and working capital needs. She has also played a role in design-
ing the financing structures of the acquisitions. Ms. Kaufman is a Fellow of the American College 
of Bankruptcy, and she has served as the president and director of the northeast chapter of the Turn-
around Management Association and is now a member of the past president’s council for the chapter. 
She is also a member, director and programming chair of the International Women’s Insolvency and 
Restructuring Confederation and an ABI member. Ms.Kaufman received her B.S. in accounting from 
the University of Bridgeport.

Paul G. Lannon is a litigation attorney in Holland & Knight LLP’s Boston office and a member 
of the firm’s Labor, Employment and Benefits Group. He is also co-chair of the firm’s Education 
Team and a member of its Non-Compete, Trade Secrets and Defecting Employees Team. Mr. Lannon 
represents public and private companies in complex civil litigation, counsels businesses on crisis-
management and workplace issues, and advocates for management in employment disputes. He also 
serves as the outside general counsel for several private universities, colleges, and secondary and 
elementary schools in New England. Mr. Lannon’s litigation experience includes successful trials, 



AMERICAN BANKRUPTCY INSTITUTE

581

appeals, arbitrations and mediations, both locally and nationally. He served as a special assistant dis-
trict attorney and has twice argued First Amendment principles before the Supreme Judicial Court of 
Massachusetts. Mr. Lannon is also accomplished in representing educational institutions and energy 
services companies before state and federal agencies. In one of the first major federal cases after 
9/11, he effectively argued to re-open the Port of Boston to supertanker traffic. Outside of courtrooms 
and hearings, Mr. Lannon’s experience includes leading both independent and internal investigation 
teams reporting on matters of sexual assault and harassment, financial fraud, false claims, regulatory 
compliance, protection of minors and other forms of misconduct. Mr. Lannon is an elected member 
of the board of directors for the Association of American Colleges & Universities (AAC&U) and the 
National Association of College and University Attorneys (NACUA), a former co-chair of the Boston 
Bar Association College & University Law Section, and a former editor of the Journal of College and 
University Law. He has been honored in education law in The Best Lawyers in America, Boston’s Best 
Lawyers, Massachusetts Super Lawyers and Who’s Who. Previously, Mr. Lannon clerked for Hon. 
Joseph R. Nolan, Associate Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts (1992-93). He is 
currently co-chair of the Boston Bar Association’s Ethics Committee. Mr. Lannon received his B.A. 
magna cum laude from Harvard College, his M.T.S. from Harvard Divinity School and his J.D. from 
the University of Virginia School of Law.

Marques C. Lipton is an associate with the law firm Parker & Associates in Winchester, Mass., 
where he focuses his practice on representing individuals and small business in proceedings under 
chapters 7, 11 and 13. In addition, he has represented many companies in debt restructurings and out-
of-court workouts. Mr. Lipton is a frequent lecturer on bankruptcy issues, including at the 2016 New 
England Bankruptcy Law Conference and the 2015 ABI Northeast Consumer Forum. In addition, he 
has published several articles on bankruptcy-related topics for ABI, Massachusetts Continuing Legal 
Education and the Boston Bar Association. Mr. Lipton is a member of the Boston Bar Association, 
Massachusetts Bar Association and ABI. He received his B.S. from Southern Connecticut State Uni-
versity and his J.D. from New England School of Law.

Bonnie C. Mangan is the principal and sole attorney at the Law Office of Bonnie C. Mangan, P.C. in 
South Windsor, Conn., which she founded in 1992. Most recently, she worked collectively with ex-
ecutive committee members of the Connecticut Bar Association’s Commercial Law and Bankruptcy 
Section to realize a grant from the American College of Bankruptcy Foundation to promote pro bono 
bankruptcy services for low-income individuals. Since 2002, Ms. Mangan has served as a chapter 7 
panel trustee for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Connecticut (Region 2) at Hartford. 
She is admitted to the bars for the State of Connecticut, the U.S. District Court for the District of 
Connecticut and U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit. Ms. Mangan is a member of the Con-
necticut Bar Association, ABI and the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees. Throughout her 
30-year career, she has been a frequent panelist and speaker for topics related to consumer law and 
bankruptcy for bar associations and continuing legal education. Ms. Mangan earned her undergradu-
ate degree in economics and business from Eastern Connecticut State University and her J.D. from 
Western New England College School of Law.

Jonathan D. Marshall is counsel at Choate Hall & Stewart LLP in Boston, where he advises fi-
nancial institutions on a range of complex financial transactions, with a concentration on corporate 
restructurings and loan workouts. He regularly represents lenders, official and ad hoc committees of 
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creditors and equity securityholders, debtors, and strategic parties in both in- and out-of-court restruc-
turings. Prior to joining Choate, Mr. Marshall was a corporate restructuring and bankruptcy attorney 
at Brown Rudnick LLP, where his practice focused on creditor-side representations in all facets of 
chapter 11 restructurings, as well as complex litigation and corporate transactions arising therefrom. 
He also supported and contested bids for debtor-in-possession financing, and prosecuted and man-
aged avoidance actions, from the filing of complaints to the settlement and trial stages. He also has 
experience representing financial institutions in state court indenture litigation. Mr. Marshall has been 
named a “Rising Star” by Super Lawyers every year since 2013. He has served on the ABI Young & 
New Members Committee since 2015 and as a contributing author for Bloomberg Law on Bankruptcy 
since 2014. Mr. Marshall received his B.A. in 2006 from Texas A&M University, his M.S. in 2010 
from S.I. Newhouse School of Public Communications, his M.A. in 2010 from Maxwell School of 
Citizenship and Public Affairs, and his J.D. summa cum laude in 2010 from Syracuse University Col-
lege of Law.

Lindsay Zahradka Milne is a shareholder in the Business Restructuring and Insolvency Practice 
Group at Bernstein, Shur, Sawyer & Nelson in Portland, Maine, where she represents a broad ar-
ray of corporate clients in matters including chapter 11 reorganizations, asset sales and acquisitions, 
bankruptcy-related litigation and appellate practice. Prior to moving to Portland in 2015, she prac-
ticed in the Financial Restructuring group at Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld in New York, where 
she advised borrowers, committees, indenture trustees and bondholders in complex chapter 11 cases, 
including in GM, Friendly’s, Kodak and Energy Future Holdings. Ms. Milne is experienced in dis-
putes and transactions involving the Uniform Commercial Code, asset sales, fraudulent transfers, DIP 
financing, contested confirmations, valuation issues and appellate practice, among other topics. She is 
a member of the bars of New York and Maine, sits on the board of the New England Network of the 
International Women’s Insolvency and Restructuring Confederation, and is a member of the ABI, the 
Turnaround Management Association and the Maine State Bar Association. Ms. Milne received her 
Bachelor’s magna cum laude in cognitive science from Dartmouth College in 2007 and her J.D. cum 
laude from Fordham University in 2010, where she was an associate editor of the Fordham Urban 
Law Journal and a moot court competitor.

James F. Molleur is the managing member of Molleur Law Office in Saco, Maine, and concen-
trates his practice in bankruptcy, primarily representing consumer and small business debtors. He 
has lectured and written materials on bankruptcy issues for ABI, the Maine State Bar Association, 
the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys and the National Association of Chap-
ter 13 Trustees. He is also Board Certified in Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of 
Certification. Mr. Molleur is a member of the York County and Maine State Bar Associations, ABI 
and the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys. He was admitted to the Maine and 
Federal District Courts in 1979, the First Circuit in 1998, and the U.S. Supreme Court in 2010, and 
he was inducted into the American College of Bankruptcy in 2018. Mr. Molleur received his B.A. 
in economics magna cum laude from Bowdoin College in 1976 and his J.D. from the University of 
Maine School of Law in 1979.

Hon. Christopher J. Panos is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Massachusetts in Boston, 
appointed on Sept. 21, 2015. Prior to his appointment, he practiced at Craig and Macauley P.C. in 
Boston for more than 25 years and served as its managing shareholder until the attorneys at that firm 
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joined Partridge Snow & Hahn, LLP to open its Boston office. He then served as partner in charge 
of the Boston office until his appointment. Judge Panos had a diverse practice focusing on business 
restructuring and insolvency, mergers and acquisitions, commercial finance, business litigation and 
general business law. He represented companies, individuals, banks, hedge funds and private-equity 
funds in many different industries, including financial services, life sciences, pharmaceuticals, manu-
facturing, retail and real estate development. Judge Panos was elected as a Fellow of the American 
College of Bankruptcy in 2008 and served on its First Circuit Council from 2012-15. He has also 
served as chair of the Bankruptcy Law Section of the Boston Bar Association and on the Board of 
Trustees of the Boston Bar Foundation. Judge Panos is co-author of the MCLE Bankruptcy Prac-
tice in Massachusetts chapter on “Courts, Jurisdiction and Abstention,” published in 2014. He was 
regularly recognized in peer-review publications such as Chambers USA and The Best Lawyers in 
America, and was selected Boston “Lawyer of the Year” in the area of bankruptcy and restructuring 
for the 2012 and 2016 issues of The Best Lawyers in America. Law & Politics and Boston Magazine 
designated him a “Super Lawyer” each year of publication of that list and several times named him 
a “Top 100 Attorney” in Massachusetts and New England. Judge Panos received his undergraduate 
degree from Georgetown University in 1985 and his J.D. cum laude from Boston University School 
of Law in 1989.

Daniel Mark Rabinovitz is a shareholder at Murphy & King in Boston and is a trial lawyer with 
more than 25 years of experience. For the past 17 years, he has handled a wide variety of civil and 
criminal matters, representing corporations and individuals, and has tried hundreds of cases. Mr. 
Rabinovitz spent the first seven years of his career prosecuting violent crime with the Cook County 
State’s Attorney’s Office in Chicago. Currently, his practice focuses on white-collar criminal defense, 
complex business litigation and securities litigation. His practice also includes the defense of crimi-
nal matters brought in state courts. For the past 15 years, Mr. Rabinovitz has taught trial advocacy to 
lawyers for the National Institute of Trial Advocacy (NITA), and for the past six years he has been a 
program director for NITA’s Boston Trial Program. He is admitted to practice law in Massachusetts, 
Illinois, Colorado and Florida. Mr. Rabinovitz received his B.A. in 1987 from Union College and his 
J.D. in 1990 from Boston University School of Law.

Kara S. Rescia is a partner at Rescia & Shear, LLP in Enfield, Conn., which was formed in 2015 and 
focuses on consumer and business bankruptcy and alternatives and small business representation. 
Since 1992, she has concentrated her practice in bankruptcy, representing both debtors and creditors 
in business and consumer cases, as well as business and corporate law, including commercial financ-
ing and litigation. Ms. Rescia is admitted to the bars for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and 
the State of Connecticut, and to the U.S. District Courts for the Districts of Massachusetts and Con-
necticut. Since 2010, she has been a chapter 7 panel trustee for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Dis-
trict of Connecticut. Ms. Rescia is on the executive committee of the Connecticut Bar Association’s 
Commercial Law and Bankruptcy Section, is a past chair of the Bankruptcy Section of the Hampden 
County Bar Association, and is a member of the Massachusetts and Connecticut Bar Associations, 
ABI, and the International Women’s Insolvency Reorganization Confederation’s New England and 
Connecticut Networks. She has also been on the faculty of many seminars and has participated in 
numerous continuing legal education programs in the area of bankruptcy law. Ms. Rescia received 
her undergraduate degree in 1988 from the University of Southern Maine and her J.D. in 1992 from 
Western New England University School of Law.
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Joseph F. Ryan is CEO and chairman of Brown Rudnick LLP in Boston. During his tenure, he has 
led the firm’s initiatives to diversify the firm’s practice from its corporate reorganization focus to in-
clude high-value practices in life sciences, cross-border M&A and securities, international disputes, 
white collar and government investigations, government contracts and IP litigation. Under his leader-
ship, the firm has revised its partner compensation system to emphasize teamwork and collaboration, 
and increased diversity and enhanced inclusion among both lawyers and staff. As a practitioner, Mr. 
Ryan has represented principal parties in the successful reorganization of businesses in a variety 
of industries, including airline transportation, biotechnology, chemicals, computer services, energy, 
health care, manufacturing, real estate, retail and telecommunications. He received his B.A. magna 
cum laude in 1973 from Dartmouth College and his J.D. in 1977 from Boston University.

P. Miyoko Sato is a member of Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky and Popeo, P.C. in Boston and 
primarily represents mutual fund companies, investment advisory firms, insurance companies and 
other institutional investors in connection with their investments in tax-exempt securities. Her par-
ticular focus is in the area of high-yield, tax-exempt securities, in both new money and workout trans-
actions. Ms. Sato is experienced in all areas of public finance, including general obligation bonds, 
revenue bonds, tax-increment financings, securitizations of tax-exempt bonds, and project financings. 
She has represented institutional investors, bond insurers and indenture trustees in workouts, restruc-
turings, capital recoveries and bankruptcies. In addition, she has served as bond counsel and under-
writers’ counsel, and has counseled clients on derivative products. Before joining the firm, Ms. Sato 
clerked for the Massachusetts Superior Court, where she prepared memoranda and draft decisions on 
a broad spectrum of both civil and criminal law issues. She is a member of the National Association 
of Bond Lawyers. Ms. Sato received her J.D. in 1997 from Northeastern University.

Jan Michael Sensenich is Vermont’s standing chapter 12 and chapter 13 bankruptcy trustee in Nor-
wich and has served since 1992. From 1984-87, he served as the director of the Woodbury College 
Legal Clinic and as a member of the Core Faculty of Woodbury College. From 1987-90, he practiced 
primarily bankruptcy law and bankruptcy litigation in Vermont and New Hampshire with Jerome I. 
Meyers, PC. In 1990, he began his own private practice focusing on consumer and small business 
bankruptcies in Vermont and New Hampshire. During his career, Mr. Sensenich has argued appeals 
before the Second Circuit Court of Appeals as well as the Vermont Supreme Court. In the case of In re 
Chase, 328 B.R. 675 (Bankr. D. Vt. 2005), he made the first successful argument that a properly con-
ducted Vermont strict foreclosure was a fraudulent transfer under federal bankruptcy law, resulting 
in a fundamental change in Vermont strict foreclosure law. Mr. Sensenich has taught bankruptcy and 
bankruptcy-related courses as an adjunct faculty member of Vermont Law School since 1994 and is a 
frequent presenter for bankruptcy seminars in Vermont and nationally. He is a member of the Vermont 
Bar Association Bankruptcy Law Section and the National Association of Chapter 13 Trustee’s Due 
Process Committee. Mr. Sensenich received his B.A. in economics from Windham College in 1978 
and his J.D. from Vermont Law School in 1983.

Sheila T. Smith is an advisor to Gordon Brothers in Boston and has 25 years of experience in financial 
advisory and restructuring services serving in numerous industry leadership positions. Most notably, 
she had a 15-year career at Deloitte as Restructuring Service Line Leader for the Americas Region, 
Service Line leader of the U.S. and the New England FAS practice. Ms. Smith has participated in 
hundreds of bankruptcy, restructuring, financial consulting and § 363 sell-side advisory engagements. 
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She is considered a leading authority in the restructuring marketplace and has been recognized by nu-
merous professional organizations, including ABI, the Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership (HOBY), the 
International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC), the New York Institute 
of Credit (NYIC) and the Turnaround Management Association (TMA). Ms. Smith began her profes-
sional career as a special education teacher who moved to Boston to pursue her MBA. Thereafter, 
she was a senior finance officer of a building materials company that failed, hence her introduction 
to insolvency. Ms. Smith received her B.S. and M.S. in special education and teaching from the State 
University of New York College at Buffalo and her M.B.A. from Boston University Questrom School 
of Business.

Ally Coll Steele is the president and co-founder of The Purple Campaign, whose mission is to end 
workplace sexual harassment by implementing stronger corporate policies, establishing better laws, 
and empowering people to create lasting change in their own workplaces and communities. She draws 
from her work on policy reform in both the U.S. House and Senate, legal education on women’s is-
sues, and experience serving in leadership positions on numerous federal campaigns. Ms. Steele 
previously was an associate with Boies Schiller Flexner LLP, elections counsel to the U.S. House of 
Representatives, deputy national voter protection director with Hillary for America, and a law clerk 
with the U.S. Department of Justice’s Office of Legislative Affairs. She received her B.A. magna cum 
laude from Tulane University and her J.D. magna cum laude from Harvard Law School.

Hon. James J. Tancredi is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Connecticut in Hartford, 
sworn in on Sept. 1, 2016. Prior to his appointment to the bench, he was a commercial litigation and 
business restructuring partner at Day Pitney, LLP (f/k/a Day Berry & Howard), where he cultivated a 
diverse and challenging practice that crossed major industries, moved from regional to national scope 
and secured material roles in prominent restructuring and bankruptcies. During his 37-year career at 
Day Pitney, he tried dozens of cases, represented a full range of constituents, and assembled and led 
innumerbale teams in often highly contested, first-impression financial reorganizations. Judge Tan-
credi frequently lectures at the University of Connecticut School of Law and at bar association CLE 
programs. His professional activities have included service as president and director of the Hartford 
County Bar Association and the Connecticut Turnaround Management Association. Judge Tancredi 
has been an active member of the ABA, ABI, Connecticut Bar Association, HCBA and CTTMA, and 
he was a director of the Hartford County Bar Foundation and Connecticut Mental Health Associa-
tion. He is also a Connecticut Bar Foundation James W. Cooper Fellow. In practice, he wrote widely 
about business restructuring issues and co-authored the Connecticut chapter in Strategic Alternatives 
for and Against Distressed Businesses, 2016 Edition (Thomson Reuters). Judge Tancredi received his 
B.A. in urban studies and political science from the College of the Holy Cross in Worcester, Mass., 
and his J.D. from the University of Connecticut School of Law.

Jeffrey T. Varsalone is a managing director with CBIZ Corporate Recovery Services in Boston and 
specializes in special-situations operational and transactional services, including distressed-company 
services, creditor advisory services and investor advisory services. He has close to 20 years of expe-
rience in distressed transactions, including restructuring, turnaround, workouts, going-concern asset 
sales and representing the various parties-in-interest in chapter 11 bankruptcies. Mr. Varsalone’s ex-
perience covers a wide range of industries, including apparel, retail, construction, consumer products, 
media, manufacturing, real estate, restaurant, energy, technology and transportation. He routinely 
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assists clients with liquidity solutions, assessing business plan viability, structuring plans of reorga-
nization and conducting § 363 asset-sale processes. Mr. Varsalone has also prepared expert reports 
on the solvency and valuation of distressed businesses and has testified in U.S. bankruptcy courts on 
a variety of issues. He is a member of ABI and the Turnaround Management Association, Commer-
cial Finance Association and Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors. Mr. Varsalone 
received his B.A. from Boston College and his J.D. from St. John’s University School of Law.

Scott A. Vickery is a senior vice president and regional manager of Business Banking in the Boston 
market for Webster Bank, N.A. in Boston, where he leads a team of eight highly experienced Rela-
tionship Managers covering the entire Greater Boston area. The team services the banking needs of 
C&I and Commercial Real Estate companies with revenues up to $25MM and deals up to $7.5MM 
in credit exposure. Mr. Vickery has more than 25 years of experience in the financial industry. Prior 
to joining Webster Bank, he worked for Eastern Bank and held previous positions at Santander (Sov-
ereign) Bank, Digital Federal Credit Union and Middlesex Savings Bank. He is currently a board 
member for the South Shore Economic Development Corp. Mr. Vickery received his B.S. magna 
cum laude from Bentley University and his M.S. summa cum laude from New England College of 
Business and Finance.

Gary M. Weiner is the sole shareholder of Weiner Law Firm, P.C. in Springfield, Mass., which be-
gan as Weiner and Rothschild, P.C. in 1994. His primary area of practice is bankruptcy, collection 
and commercial litigation. Mr. Weiner was the editor of Massachusetts Collection Manual (But-
terworth Legal Publishing 1990) and co-author of Strategy of a Lender, Loan Collection Litigation 
In and Out of Bankruptcy ( National Business Institute 1992), Recent Developments in Bankruptcy 
Law (Massachusetts Bar Continuing Legal Education 2002) and Advanced Collection Law in Mas-
sachusetts, (Lorman Education Services 2004). Mr. Weiner was the recipient of the 2013 Pro Bono 
Publico Award from the Massachusetts Justice Project and Volunteer Lawyer Service. He has been 
named a Massachusetts Super Lawyer in Consumer Bankruptcy from 2004-17 and is AV-rated by 
Martindale-Hubbell. Mr. Weiner has been on the panel of chapter 7 trustees for the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court for District of Massachusetts, Western Division since 1997. He also served on the Massachu-
setts Local Bankruptcy Rules Attorney Advisory Committee from 2003-06. Mr. Weiner is a member 
of the American, Massachusetts and Hampden County Bar Associations, the National Association 
of Bankruptcy Trustees and ABI. He is a frequent lecturer on bankruptcy and collection topics for 
bar associations, various clients and trade organizations. Mr. Weiner received his B.S. in 1983 from 
Syracuse University and his J.D. in 1986 from Suffolk University Law School.

Daniel E. Wilson is a managing director at Deloitte CRG in New York and focuses his practice on 
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