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Edward A. Bailey is a Standing Chapter 13 Bankruptcy Trustee in Columbus, Ohio. He was appoint-
ed by the U.S. Trustee for Region 9, and officially took charge of his office on Oct. 1, 2020. Previ-
ously, Mr. Bailey was a creditors’ rights attorney for 21 years, representing creditors throughout Ohio 
and Kentucky. Before entering the creditor world, he was at a general practice firm, where he handled 
various types of cases including debtor bankruptcy, as well as criminal, domestic and personal-injury 
matters. Mr. Bailey has been a frequent speaker on bankruptcy law, including at events such as the 
NACTT National meeting, the Midwest Regional Bankruptcy Seminar, the Consumer Education 
Coalition seminars and others, including targeted training and seminars for creditors and clients to 
educate them on how to handle issues arising out of bankruptcy cases. He has also written articles for 
many industry journals and publications. Mr. Bailey received his undergraduate degree from Hiram 
College and his J.D. from Capital University Law School.

Michael B. Baker is a solo practitioner with The Baker Firm, PLLC in Covington, Ky., where his 
practice focuses on bankruptcy, insolvency and workouts for individuals and small businesses. He 
also routinely represents chapter 7 trustees in a broad range of issues, including lien avoidance, as-
set recovery, adversary proceedings and appellate work. Previously, Mr. Baker was an attorney with 
Ziegler & Schneider, PSC. He received his B.A. in English in 1998 from Northern Kentucky Univer-
sity and his J.D. cum laude in 2007 from Northern Kentucky University Salmon P. Chase College of 
Law.

Michael L. Baker practices with the firm of Ziegler & Schneider, P.S.C. in Cincinnati. He has han-
dled both individual consumer and complicated business issues in and out of bankruptcy. Mr. Baker 
has represented people filing chapters 7, 13, 12 and 11. In addition, he has represented credit unions 
and financial institutions, as well as individuals who are creditors of those who seek protection in 
bankruptcy court, and he has represented creditors’ committees in chapter 11 proceedings. In addi-
tion, Mr. Baker has served as a panel chapter 7 trustee in the Eastern District of Kentucky since 1984. 
He also has chaired the annual Bankruptcy Seminar for the Northern Kentucky Bar Association for 
several years and currently serves on the advisory board of ABI’s Midwest Regional Bankruptcy 
Seminar. A frequent speaker, he is admitted to practice in Kentucky and Ohio. Mr. Baker co-authored 
an article entitled “Title Examinations in Kentucky,” which has been published by the Kentucky Bar 
Association, as well as “The Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Trustee and the Bankruptcy Estate,” published by 
the University of Kentucky in its Consumer Bankruptcy Practices in Kentucky, Chapter 7 Practice 
series. In addition, he authored an article for the Kentucky Bench and Bar titled, “Means Testing - Do 
the Numbers Add Up?,” which was published in the July 2011 issue. He also is a founding member 
of the Bankruptcy Section of both the Northern Kentucky Bar Association (NKBA) and the Kentucky 
Bar Association. Mr. Baker received his undergraduate degree from the University of Louisville and 
his J.D. from Northern Kentucky University Salmon P. Chase College of Law.

Edward J. Boll, III is Of Counsel with Dinsmore & Shohl LLP in Cincinnati. He is a creditors’ rights 
attorney and a trusted advisor to the default servicing industry. Mr. Boll has experience representing 
secured and unsecured creditors in chapters 7, 11, 12 and 13, and he frequently speaks and advocates 
for clients at national and local court and industry conferences, including those sponsored by the 
Mortgage Bankers Association and ABI, for which he serves on the advisory board of its Midwest 
Regional Bankruptcy Seminar. He also offers on-site client training to provide strategic and practical 
advice to better help clients evaluate risk, offer compliance solutions, and make systemic changes to 
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operations. Mr. Boll is a member of the Ohio State Bar Association and the Cincinnati Bar Associa-
tion’s Bankruptcy Committee, as well as the Southern District of Ohio Bankruptcy Court’s Local 
Rules Committee. He received his B.A. from the University of Cincinnati in 1997 and completed an 
International & Comparative Business Law Study Abroad in London in 1998 with the University of 
Notre Dame School of Law, and he received his J.D. from the University of Dayton School of Law in 
2000, where he was a member of the University of Dayton National Bankruptcy Moot Court Team.

Stuart P. Brown is the owner of Stuart P. Brown, PLLC in Covington, Ky., where he focuses on the 
practice of consumer bankruptcy and general representation of small businesses. Prior to establishing 
his current office, he was an attorney with O’Hara, Ruberg, Taylor, Sloan & Sergent in Crestview 
Hills, Ky. Mr. Brown is a member of the Kentucky Bar Association, Northern Kentucky Bar Associa-
tion and ABI. He has been a regular speaker on the topics of bankruptcy jurisdiction, representation 
of owners of small businesses in bankruptcy, and the interplay between auctions and bankruptcy 
sales.  Mr. Brown received his B.A. in 1992 from the University of Kentucky and his J.D. in 1997 
from Northern Kentucky University.

Hon. Beth A. Buchanan is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Ohio in Cincinnati, 
appointed on May 10, 2011. Prior to her appointment, she was a member of Frost Brown Todd LLC 
in its Bankruptcy and Restructuring Practice Group, where she practiced exclusively in the areas 
of bankruptcy and insolvency law, representing debtors, creditors’ committees, secured lenders and 
unsecured creditors in numerous complex chapter 7, 11 and 15 bankruptcy proceedings. Before at-
tending law school, Judge Buchanan worked in banking for more than eight years with two major 
financial institutions. She is a member of ABI, the Cincinnati Bar Association, the Federal Bar As-
sociation’s Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky Chapter, the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges 
and the Thomas F. Waldron American Bankruptcy Law Forum, and she is the chairperson of the Lo-
cal Bankruptcy Rules Standing Committee for the Southern District of Ohio. She also served on the 
Sixth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel from 2018-20. Judge Buchanan received her B.S.B.A. in 
1986 from The Ohio State University and her J.D. summa cum laude in 1997 from the University of 
Dayton School of Law.

Margaret A. Burks is the chapter 13 trustee for the Southern District of Ohio in Cincinnati, appoint-
ed in July 1992. Previously, she clerked for U.S. Bankruptcy Judge J. Vincent Aug, Jr. from 1988-91 
and was counsel to PNC Bank in the areas of bankruptcy and commercial law. Ms. Burks chaired the 
CBA Bankruptcy Committee, is a past president of the National Association of Chapter 13 Trustees 
and a former co-chair of ABI’s Consumer Bankruptcy Committee. She received her B.S. and B.A. 
magna cum laude from the University of Cincinnati in 1977 and is a member of Phi Beta Kappa. She 
received her J.D. from Salmon P. Chase College of Law in 1985, where she was a member of its law 
review.

Anthony Cardillo is a vice president with Keen-Summit Capital Partners LLC in New York, where 
he primarily focuses on the development and implementation of strategic real estate plans for his 
clients. Those plans involve real estate analysis, lease negotiations, lease modifications, lease termi-
nations and real estate financing services. Mr. Cardillo also concentrates on the development of new 
business opportunities. He has prior experience in commercial and residential lending, having served 
as a commercial mortgage broker and residential loan originator. Mr. Cardillo is a member of ABI 
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and the Young Real Estate Professionals of New York, and he is a licensed New York Real Estate 
Salesperson, as well as a New York State Mortgage Loan Originator. He received his B.S. in finance 
in 2017 from Fordham University.

Tiffany Strelow Cobb is a partner with Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease LLP in Columbus, Ohio, 
and practices in its finance, energy and real estate group, with an emphasis in bankruptcy and credi-
tors’ rights. She represents unsecured creditors, secured creditors, trustees and creditors’ committees 
in chapter 11 reorganization cases, chapter 7 cases and in related litigation on a national basis, and 
she has acted as co-counsel on an international basis. Ms. Cobb serves clients in complex contested 
matters and adversary proceedings, including the defense and prosecution of fraudulent-transfer, 
preference and nondischargeability actions. In addition, she has represented secured lenders and 
creditors in nonbankruptcy commercial matters ranging from workouts to foreclosures. Ms. Cobb is 
an ABI member and routinely conducts free training seminars for in-house attorneys and corporate 
credit employees regarding bankruptcy strategies, such as maximizing recovery and minimizing 
preference liability. She has also spoken at other bankruptcy-related seminars, including presenta-
tions at ABI’s Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Workshop and before the Association of Corporate Counsel 
in Columbus. Ms. Cobb received her B.A. with  highest honors from Principia College and her J.D. 
from Washington University School of Law.

Kari Balog Coniglio is a partner with Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease LLP in Cleveland and cur-
rently serves as a member and co-chair of the firm’s bankruptcy and creditors’ rights practice group. 
She has extensive experience representing financial institutions and other secured lenders, unsecured 
creditors, trustees, debtors and committees in chapter 11 and 7 bankruptcy cases, and in related liti-
gation on a national basis. She also regularly represents clients in loan restructurings and workouts 
and other creditors’ rights matters, including receiverships, foreclosures and dissolution proceed-
ings. Ms. Coniglio also is a member of the firm’s finance practice group, where she negotiates and 
structures intercreditor and subordination agreements for the firm’s lending clients. She has served 
as a chapter 7 panel bankruptcy trustee for the Northern District of Ohio since 2017. Ms. Coniglio 
has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights/Insol-
vency and Reorganization Law from 2019-25 and for Commercial Litigation from 2018-25, as one 
of Crain’s Cleveland Business “Notable Women in Law” for 2024, and as an Ohio Super Lawyers 
“Rising Star” in Bankruptcy from 2019-22. She previously clerked for Hon. Arthur I. Harris of the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District of Ohio. Ms. Coniglio received her B.A. cum laude 
in 2003 from Cleveland State University and her J.D. summa cum laude from the Cleveland State 
University College of Law, where she was the managing editor of the Cleveland State Law Review.

James A. Coutinho is a partner with Allen Stovall Neuman & Ashton LLP in Columbus, Ohio, 
where he focuses on commercial insolvency work through bankruptcy and receivership proceed-
ings, as well as related litigation. He also has a transactional practice related to business formation, 
leasing, mergers, acquisitions and liquidations. Mr. Coutinho is a chapter 7 trustee and a subchapter 
V trustee. He is a member of ABI, the Ohio State Bar Association and the National Association of 
Bankruptcy Trustees. Mr. Coutinho received his B.A. in economics in 2004 from The Ohio State 
University and his J.D. cum laude in 2007 from Capital University Law School, where he was admit-
ted to the Order of the Curia.
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Michael A. Cox is a member-owner of Guerrieri, Cox & Associates, LLC in Columbus, Ohio, which 
he founded and manages. He helps consumers and small businesses maximize the debt relief available 
in chapter 7 and chapter 13 bankruptcies, and he assists homeowners with avoiding junior mortgages 
and judgment liens, and helps stop garnishments, foreclosures, evictions, utility shut-offs, reposses-
sions and driver’s license suspensions. Mr. Cox helps clients avoid bankruptcy with loan modifica-
tions and assists them with foreclosure defense/mediation. He also has assisted corporations with 
obtaining judicial dissolution through receivership and focused on helping business owners recover 
from business setbacks. Previously, Mr. Cox was a member-owner of High Street Holdings, LLC, 
a real estate holding company that he divested in late 2013. He received his B.A. in chemistry and 
political science in 1999 from The Ohio State University and his J.D. in 2002 from The Ohio State 
University Moritz College of Law.

Hon. Scott W. Dales is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Michigan in Grand 
Rapids, initially appointed in 2007 and named Chief Judge in 2013. In 2016, the Chief Justice ap-
pointed him to serve on the Information Technology Committee of the Judicial Conference of the 
United States, and in 2018, the U.S. Court of Appeals appointed him to serve on the Sixth Circuit’s 
Bankruptcy Appellate Panel. Following law school, Judge Dales clerked for Hon. Constantine G. 
Cholakis, U.S. District Judge for the Northern District of New York, and subsequently practiced law 
for several years with Barrett Gravante Carpinello & Stern in Albany, N.Y. After clerking for Hon. 
James D. Gregg, Chief Judge of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Western District of Michigan, and 
prior to taking the bench, he practiced law with Dykema Gossett, PLLC in Grand Rapids and served 
as in-house counsel to National City Corp. and its bank and nonbank subsidiaries. As a member of 
National City’s insolvency practice group, he worked primarily with distressed commercial transac-
tions, including National City’s aircraft lease portfolio and troubled automotive-supplier loans. Prior 
to attending law school, he served as a legislative analyst for the Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corp. 
(Freddie Mac). Judge Dales received his bachelor’s degree from the University of Michigan in 1987 
and his J.D. from the George Washington University Law School.

Patricia J. Friesinger is an attorney with Coolidge Wall Co., L.P.A. in Dayton, Ohio, and has more 
than 20 years of experience helping business and corporate clients preserve assets and overcome 
financial challenges. She handles complex business disputes, asset-protection, out-of-court debt re-
structurings, creditor/debtor rights and bankruptcy. Ms. Friesinger represents clients in the purchase 
and sale of distressed assets through Article 9 sales, foreclosures, receiverships and § 363 bankruptcy 
sales. She also handles traditional corporate matters (such as acquisitions, dispositions, recapitaliza-
tions and finance transactions) and complex financial restructuring, which she accomplishes through 
negotiation and litigation. In her practice, Ms. Friesinger represents chapter 7 bankruptcy trustees, 
unsecured creditors’ committees, secured and unsecured creditors in chapters 7, 11, 12 and 13, and 
debtors in chapters 7 and 11 of the U.S. Bankruptcy Code. She is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-
Hubbell, and in January 2019, she became a chapter 7 panel trustee. Mr. Friesinger is a member of 
ABI and the American Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Court Structure and Insolvency Process Com-
mittee, Thomas F. Waldron American Bankruptcy Law Forum, Dayton Bar Association, Ohio State 
Bar Association and the Inn of Court. She also is an advisory board member of ABI’s Midwest Re-
gional Bankruptcy Seminar. Ms. Friesinger received her B.A. in 1997 from the University of Toledo 
and her J.D. in 2000 from the University of Toledo College of Law.
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Patricia B. Fugée is a partner with FisherBroyles LLP in Perryville, Ohio, and focuses her practice 
on commercial bankruptcy, creditors’ rights, business litigation and lending. She chairs the firm’s 
Bankruptcy, Financial Restructuring & Reorganization group and serves on the firm’s opinion com-
mittee, with a focus on bankruptcy and mortgage-enforceability opinions. Her clients include finan-
cial institutions, landlords, trade creditors, bankruptcy trustees and receivers in bankruptcy cases, 
foreclosures, workouts and receiverships. In addition, Ms. Fugée has served as a state court receiver 
to operate and liquidate assets in various industries, she has served as an examiner under the Bank-
ruptcy Code in chapter 11 cases, and she has been serving as an SBRA panel trustee in the Northern 
District of Ohio. Admitted to practice in Ohio, Michigan, New York, New Jersey and Illinois, Ms. 
Fugée is a member of ABI, TMA, IWIRC, NABT and several state and local bar associations. In ad-
dition, she has been Board Certified in Creditors’ Rights Law by the American Board of Certification 
since 2009, and has served on ABC’s Board since 2013. She is currently serving as ABC’s President 
for 2021. Ms. Fugée received her B.A. in 1986 in mathematics from Wellesley College and her J.D. 
with high honors in 1990 from Rutgers University School of Law at Camden.

Eric W. Goering is partner with Goering & Goering, LLC in Cincinnati and has more than 20 years 
of experience in bankruptcy law. His practice concentrates in business and consumer bankruptcy, in-
cluding loan workouts and commercial loan restructuring for the large business client. He handles an 
average of 100 cases per month as trustee and debtor’s counsel. Mr. Goering was appointed in 2003 
as a chapter 7 trustee in the Southern District of Ohio. He is a past president of the Cincinnati Bar 
Association, a member of the Judicial Liaison Committee, Bankruptcy Local Rules Committee and 
Volunteer Lawyers, and an advisory board member of ABI’s Midwest Regional Bankruptcy Semi-
nar. He is also a frequent lecturer throughout the country regarding chapter 7, 11 and 13 bankruptcy 
issues. Mr. Goering received his B.A. in economics from Denison University in 1989 and his J.D. 
from Salmon P. Chase College of Law in 1992.

Ronald E. Gold is a partner with Frost Brown Todd LLC in Cincinnati, where he concentrates his 
practice in finance and reorganization law, primarily in the area of bankruptcy and out-of-court 
workouts. He served on the firm’s Executive Committee from 2009-16, and he has served as leader 
of it Bankruptcy & Restructuring Practice and as vice-chair of the firm’s Corporate/Business De-
partment. Mr. Gold actively represents corporate debtors, borrowers, secured lenders, landlords, 
creditors’ committees, court-appointed receivers and automotive customers in bankruptcy proceed-
ings, restructurings and out-of-court workouts. He also represents purchasers of entire businesses 
or business segments both in and out of chapter 11 and regularly counsels equity funds in matters 
involving distressed real estate. He also serves as outside general counsel for corporate clients. Mr. 
Gold was inducted as a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy in 2010. In addition, he is 
listed in the Bankruptcy Section of the 2003-24 editions of The Best Lawyers in America and was 
named one of Ohio’s leading bankruptcy and restructuring lawyers by Chambers USA: America’s 
Leading Lawyers for Business in the 2004-23 editions. He was also recognized in Ohio Super Law-
yers from 2004-24 by Law and Politics magazine, and he is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell. Mr. 
Gold received his A.B. in 1986 from the University of Michigan and his J.D. magna cum laude in 
1989 from the University of Pittsburgh, where he was admitted to the Order of the Coif and served 
on the University of Pittsburgh Law Review.
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Paul R. Hage is co-chair of the Business Restructuring, Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights Group 
at Taft, Stettinius & Hollister, LLP in Southfield, Mich. He also is a member of the firm’s Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion Committee. Mr. Hage is ABI’s Secretary on its Board of Directors and is an 
Executive Editor of the ABI Journal. He is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and 
serves as co-cirector of the Conrad B. Duberstein National Bankruptcy Moot Court Competition, the 
largest single-site moot court competition in the country. In 2017, Mr. Hage was selected as a mem-
ber of ABI’s inaugural “40 Under 40” class. He received his bachelor’s degree from James Madison 
College at Michigan State University, his J.D. from Loyola University Chicago School of Law and 
his LL.M. in bankruptcy from St. John’s University School of Law.

Hon. John E. Hoffman, Jr. is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Ohio in 
Columbus, initially appointed in 2000 and named Chief Judge in October 2021. Previously, he was 
a partner in the Columbus office of Arter & Hadden LLP, where he practiced primarily in the areas 
of bankruptcy and commercial litigation, focusing on the representation of chapter 11 debtors and 
creditors’ committees. He joined Arter & Hadden in 1989 after completing a judicial clerkship with 
Hon. R. Guy Cole, Jr., formerly a bankruptcy judge and now Chief Judge of the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the Sixth Circuit. Chief Judge Hoffman has been involved in several national and local 
organizations dedicated to improving the administration of the bankruptcy system and the practice of 
law in the bankruptcy courts. He is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and a conferee 
of the National Bankruptcy Conference, and he has served the National Conference of Bankruptcy 
Judges as a member and chair of its Endowment for Education, as a member and chair of its Edu-
cation Committee, and as a member of its Board of Governors. Chief Judge Hoffman is actively 
involved with The Ohio State University Moritz College of Law as both an adjunct professor of 
business bankruptcy and a member of its National Council. He is the 2015 recipient of its William K. 
Thomas Distinguished Jurist Award and the 2016 recipient of its Public Interest Law Foundation’s 
Excellence in Public Service Award. Chief Judge Hoffman also has worked to make legal services 
available to those who cannot afford them, having served on the Board of Trustees for The Legal Aid 
Society of Columbus from 1995–2000. He received the Award for Outstanding Pro Bono Service by 
a judge from the Columbus Bar Association and Columbus Bar Foundation in 2012, and in 2015 he 
was presented with the Ohio State Bar Association’s John and Ginny Elam Pro Bono Award, which 
is given in recognition of “exceptional volunteer service by a lawyer that advances the common 
good of the people of Ohio.” Judge Hoffman received his B.A. summa cum laude from Wheeling 
Jesuit University in 1980 and his J.D. magna cum laude from The Ohio State University Moritz Col-
lege of Law in 1983.

Hon. Guy R. Humphrey is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Ohio in Dayton, 
appointed in 2007. Prior to his appointment, he practiced in the areas of debtor/creditor law, bank-
ruptcy representation, receivership and litigation, representing a broad spectrum of clients, includ-
ing individual debtors, business debtors, secured creditors, unsecured creditors, committees, and 
purchasers of assets from financial institutions and bankruptcy estates. That representation spanned 
many industries, including manufacturing, real estate, lodging, retail, construction, restaurant and 
food service, transportation, utilities, financial institutions, and equipment sales and leasing. Judge 
Humphrey is a member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, ABI, the Thomas F. Wal-
dron American Bankruptcy Law Forum, the American Bar Association, the Dayton Bar Association 
(Foundation Fellow) and the Federal Bar Association, and he served on the Bankruptcy Appellate 
Panel for the Sixth Circuit from 2013-18. In addition, he has served as a member of the Local Bank-
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ruptcy Rules Committee, the Bankruptcy Bench-Bar Conference Committee (Chair 2015-19) and 
the Complex Chapter 11 Procedures working group for the district. Both as a practitioner and as a 
judge, Judge Humphrey has been a presenter at numerous legal education seminars and conferences 
and has served as a mediator for many contested matters and proceedings. He also has enjoyed host-
ing many legal externs in his chambers and serving as a judge for the high school Robert N. Farquhar 
District Mock Trial Competition. Judge Humphrey received his undergraduate degree from Kent 
State University and his J.D. from The Ohio State University Moritz College of Law.

Timothy J. Hurley is a partner in Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP’s Bankruptcy and Restructuring 
roup in Cincinnati. He has chaired the group for more than 30 years and played a key role in start-
ing the practice at Taft. He is also a member of the firm’s Litigation team. For more than 45 years, 
Mr. Hurley has represented clients in a wide variety of complex business transactions and complex 
litigation. He has represented debtors, creditors, committees, indenture trustees, buyers, landlords, 
insurance companies and executors, in both out-of-court workout agreements and restructurings 
and in chapter 11 cases throughout the U.S. These representations encompass all types of complex 
transactions and litigation, including those involving financially distressed businesses and assets and 
the negotiation and formulation of out-of-court restructuring arrangements and chapter 11 reorgani-
zation plans, the acquisition and sale of assets and claims, the prosecution and defense of preference 
and fraudulent conveyance claims and motions related to stay relief, the formation and implementa-
tion of credit policies and procedures, and the structuring of loans and other financing arrangements 
involving debtor-in-possession financing, letters of credit, leasing and floor-planning. Mr. Hurley 
frequently lectures on debt restructuring, workouts and bankruptcy matters. His presentations have 
been broadcast nationally and carried on Court TV, and his articles have been featured in trade maga-
zines and newspapers. He served on the advisory board of ABI’s Midwest Regional Bankruptcy 
Seminar for more than 20 years. He recently served on the Mediation Project Committee appointed 
by the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of Ohio to assist the court in developing and 
adopting mediation rules, procedures and forms for the district. Mr. Hurley rated AV-Preeminent by 
LexisNexis/Martindale-Hubbell. In addition, he was named in The Best Lawyers in America in 2016 
as “Lawyer of the Year” in the Litigation – Bankruptcy category. He has been included in Best Law-
yers for Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law longer than 
any other Cincinnati attorney. He is also included in Best Lawyers for the Bet-the-Company Litiga-
tion, Commercial Litigation and Litigation – Bankruptcy categories. Mr. Hurley also is recognized 
in every edition of Chambers USA: America’s Leading Business Lawyers, where he is listed in Band 
1 of Ohio’s Business Restructuring & Bankruptcy lawyers. He also has been named one of Ohio’s 
Top 100 Lawyers five times and one of Cincinnati’s Top 50 Lawyers six times in the Super Lawyers 
edition of Cincinnati Magazine and as a Leading Lawyer in every edition of Cincy Magazine. He has 
also been listed in every Leading Lawyer edition of the magazine. Mr. Hurley received his H.A.B. 
summa cum laude in 1973 from Xavier University and his J.D. in 1976 from St. Louis University 
School of Law, where he was class valedictorian.

James R. Irving is the managing partner of the Louisville, Ky., office of Dentons US and co-chairs 
its Restructuring, Insolvency and Bankruptcy practice group, where he focuses on bankruptcy and 
restructuring matters, purchasing distressed businesses and their assets, as well as commercial liti-
gation. He has experience representing debtors, creditors’ committees, foreign representatives in 
chapter 15 bankruptcy cases, liquidating trustees, and parties acquiring assets in distressed situa-
tions. Mr. Irving is an ABI director and is a member of ABI’s inaugural 2017 class of 40 Under 40. 
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He also was named one of Louisville Business First’s Forty Under 40 in 2019 and was selected for 
the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges Next Generation Program in 2018. In addition, Mr. 
Irving received the Chicago Bar Association’s Exceptional Young Lawyer Award in 2013. His ex-
perience with matters of juvenile justice through his pro bono work has led to opportunities to teach 
CLEs and edit publications on the subject for the American Bar Association. He received his B.A. 
in 2005 in history and political science from Williams College and his J.D. in 2008 from Vanderbilt 
University Law School.

John G. Jansing is the chapter 13 trustee for Southern District of Ohio’s Western Division in Day-
ton. He was appointed in July 2019 and started as trustee on Oct. 1, 2019. Mr. Jansing’s office 
administers about 2,026 cases currently. Prior to his appointment as 13 trustee, he served as a chap-
ter 7 trustee for about 10 years and represented mostly creditors in all chapters of bankruptcy for 
about 25 years. Prior to his bankruptcy practice, Mr. Jansing clerked for the Ohio Court of Appeals 
and managed a title company and handled commercial real estate matters. He is a member of the 
American Bar Association, the Ohio Bar Association, the Dayton Bar Association and the American 
Bankruptcy Law Forum. Mr. Jansing received his B.A. cum laude in history from the University of 
Cincinnati in 1985 and his J.D. from the University of Dayton School of Law in 1988.

Kristeena L. Johnson is a partner in Dinsmore & Shohl’s commercial litigation practice group in 
Lexington, Ky., where she focuses her practice on commercial litigation matters, including claims 
of breach of contract, breach of noncompete agreements, breach of fiduciary duties and trade secret 
misappropriation. She also has experience defending defamation, wrongful death, Title VII, civil 
rights and Consumer Protection Act matters on behalf of both large and small corporate clients. Ms. 
Johnson has handled a number of complex litigation matters and is adept in representing clients in 
a variety of settings including trials, arbitrations and evidentiary hearings. Her clients range from 
individuals to businesses of all sizes. Ms. Johnson has experience trying cases in both state and fed-
eral court. She has taught trial advocacy at the undergraduate level as part of her work with the East-
ern Kentucky University Mock Trial Program. She also attained the “NITA Advocate” designation 
through the training programs offered by the National Institute of Trial Advocacy. Ms. Johnson was 
listed from 2021-23 in Kentucky Rising Stars for Civil Litigation: Defense, and in The Best Lawyers 
in American since 2021 in Lexington for Commercial Litigation. She received her B.A. summa cum 
laude in political science from Eastern Kentucky University in 2009 and her J.D. in 2012 from the 
University of Kentucky College of Law, where she was admitted to the order of the coif and a senior 
staff editor for the Kentucky Law Journal.

John W. Kennedy is an attorney with Strip Hoppers Leithart McGrath & Terlecky Co. LPA in 
Columbus, Ohio. He has more than 30 years of experience practicing law. Following law school, 
Mr. Kennedy served as a judicial law clerk in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court in Youngstown, Ohio. His 
practice includes almost all areas of bankruptcy law, including representing debtors and creditors in 
consumer and business cases, as well as bankruptcy court litigation. For nearly eight years, Mr. Ken-
nedy was a staff attorney for three chapter 13 trustees,drafting policy statements and handling litiga-
tion and appeals. He is a member of the Columbus and Ohio State Bar Associations and the Credit 
Education Coalition. Mr. Kennedy received his Bachelor’s degree in English with honors from the 
Ohio State University and his J.D. from the Ohio State University College of Law.
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Monica Villarejos Kindt is the Assistant U.S. Trustee for Cincinnati, having joined the Trustee’s 
Office in January 2009. She is responsible for the administrative and legal management of the U.S. 
Trustee’s Cincinnati office, including the supervision of personnel assigned to the office; the imple-
mentation of USTP policies and priorities and enforcement strategies to combat fraud and abuse in 
the bankruptcy system; the administration of cases filed under chapters 7, 11, 12 and 13; representing 
the U.S. Trustee in bankruptcy court; maintaining and supervising a panel of private trustees; and 
ensuring that violations of law are referred to the U.S. Attorney and federal law enforcement officials. 
Ms. Kindt was previously a member of the Cincinnati law firm of Cohen, Todd, Kite & Stanford, 
LLC, where her practice focused on complex chapter 7 consumer bankruptcies and chapter 11 work. 
In addition, she served for four years as a chapter 7 panel trustee. Ms. Kindt has been named an “Ohio 
Rising Star” four times and was listed in The Best Lawyers of America for 2008. She is a graduate 
of Leadership Cincinnati, Class XXXI and is a standing member of the Cincinnati Judicial Liaison 
Committee, and the Local Bankruptcy Rules Committee. Ms. Kindt received her B.A. in art history 
and pre-med from St. Olaf College in 1996 and her J.D. in 1999 from Florida Coastal School of Law.

Gretchen Rutz Leist is an associate at Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease LLP in Columbus, Ohio, 
where she works within the firm’s commercial and retail practice group. She specializes in drafting 
and negotiating a wide range of commercial and technology agreements, including licensing agree-
ments, sourcing agreements, service agreements, influencer agreements, and software-as-a-service 
agreements. Additionally, Ms. Leist maintains an active practice in privacy and data security, provid-
ing counsel to clients on compliance with federal and state privacy laws. She has experience drafting 
website terms, conducting legal research, and advising clients on the application of U.S. state and 
federal privacy laws, including the CCPA, CPRA, BIPA, CDPA, FERPA, TCPA and COPPA, as well 
as advising clients on GDPR compliance. Ms. Leist’s practice focuses on corporate, commercial and 
retail transactions. Prior to joining Vorys, she was a judicial extern for the Ohio Supreme Court, per-
forming legal research, editing drafts for majority and dissenting opinions, and drafting memoranda 
analyzing discretionary and certified conflict appeals. Ms. Leist received her Bachelor’s of music 
summa cum laude from Capital University, conducting her student teaching in band and choir, and 
her J.D. summa cum laude from The Ohio State University Moritz College of Law, where she was a 
member of the Student Bar Association and an online editor of the Ohio State Law Journal.

Stephen D. Lerner is a partner with Squire Patton Boggs and global chair of its Restructuring & In-
solvency Practice Group in Cincinnati and New York. He has a national and cross-border restructur-
ing practice in which he represents debtors, distressed businesses, committees of unsecured creditors, 
secured and unsecured creditors, equity interest-holders, boards of directors, indenture trustees and 
acquirers of troubled businesses in chapter 11 reorganization cases, chapter 15 cross-border cases, 
chapter 9 municipal restructurings and out-of-court restructurings throughout the U.S., Europe, Asia, 
the Middle East and South America. Mr. Lerner has led the representation of significant clients in 
the chapter 11 cases of Lehman Brothers, Enron, Chrysler, WorldCom, Ferrellgas, FirstEnergy Solu-
tions, AmFin Financial, Blackjewel, Phoenix Services, Hartshorne Mining Group, Midway Gold and 
EaglePicher, among many others. He also served as the court-appointed examiner in the precedent-
setting Purdue Pharma chapter 11 case in the Southern District of New York. In July 2022, the Fer-
rellgas restructuring team, which he led, was honored with the Turnaround of the Year (Large) Award 
by Global M&A Network. He also served as lead restructuring advisor to Dana Gas PJSC, the largest 
independent gas company in the Middle East, in its US$700 million Islamic financing restructuring, 
which was awarded the Middle East Restructuring of the Year in 2019 by the International Financial 
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Law Review. Mr. Lerner is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, for which he currently 
serves as Counsel to the College. He has formerly served as a director, chair of the Board of Regents, 
Regent for the Sixth Circuit and chair of the International Committee. In addition, he was elected a 
conferee of the National Bankruptcy Conference in 2020. Mr. Lerner is ABI’s Vice President-Inter-
national and a former chair of the Advisory Board of ABI’s Midwest Regional Bankruptcy Seminar. 
He also currently serves as a member of the Attorney Advisory Committee of the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court for the Southern District of Ohio, which developed the framework and guidelines for Complex 
Chapter 11 Case Rules for the District. Mr. Lerner has been a guest lecturer at Harvard Business 
School, the University of Michigan Law School and the University of Cincinnati Law School. He is 
admitted to practice before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit, the U.S. District Courts 
for the Eastern and Southern Districts of New York and Southern District of Ohio, and the U.S. Su-
preme Court. Mr. Lerner received his B.A. in 1982, his M.A. in 1982 and his J.D. in 1985 from the 
University of Pennsylvania.

Kim M. Lewis is a partner with Frost Brown & Todd LLP in Cincinnati and a member of the firm’s 
Bankruptcy & Restructuring practice group. She focuses her practice on corporate reorganization, 
insolvency, financing, workouts and bankruptcy law. Over her career, Ms. Lewis has represented a 
range of companies, including several Fortune 500 companies, as creditor in many restructurings and 
bankruptcies nationwide, and has served as restructuring counsel for several large companies in the 
retail, manufacturing, services and energy industries. She also has served as counsel for the bank-
ruptcy trustee in a case that was heard before the U.S. Supreme Court, which resulted in a decision 
in favor of her client. Ms. Lewis is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy, and a member 
of ABI and of the Ohio State and Cincinnati Bar Associations. She has been recognized in Chambers 
USA, Ohio Super Lawyers, The Best Lawyers in America and Who’s Who Legal: The International 
Who’s Who of Business Lawyers for her work in bankruptcy and restructuring law. Ms. Lewis re-
ceived her B.S. cum laude in 1984 from Ball State University and her J.D. cum laude in 1987 from 
Southwestern University School of Law.

Hon. Douglas L. Lutz is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Kentucky in Lexing-
ton, appointed on April 15, 2024. Prior to his appointment, his legal practice included all aspects of 
bankruptcy, reorganizations and insolvency. Judge Lutz represented debtors, creditors’ committees, 
trustees, individual creditors, boards of directors and purchasers in court proceedings and out-of-
court proceedings. He also acted as a SIPC Trustee, mediator and general outside counsel to several 
privately held corporations. Judge Lutz is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy (Class 
Thirty-Two 2021), and he served as ABI’s Vice President-Education from 2017-21. He is listed in 
the 2007-18 editions of The Best Lawyers in America, Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers 
for Business and Ohio Super Lawyers. Mr. Lutz received his B.S. in 1987 from Miami University of 
Ohio and his J.D. in 1991 from the University of Toledo College of Law, where he served as manag-
ing editor of its law review.

Pamela N. Maggied is a sole practitioner with Pamela N. Maggied Co., L.P.A. in Columbus, Ohio, 
and her law practice has been devoted to the bankruptcy and insolvency areas since 1980. She has 
been Board Certified in Consumer Bankruptcy Law since 1993, and has been a member of NACBA 
since 1992. Ms. Maggied is a Columbus Bar Foundation Fellow and a member of the Columbus Bar 
Association. She is a Columbus Bar Foundation Fellow and a member of the Columbus Bar Associa-
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tion, for which she has been active in its Bankruptcy Committee since 1981. She also is a member of 
ABI and has served on the advisory board of the Midwest Regional Bankruptcy Seminar. Ms. Mag-
gied is a member of the Mediation Committee, and a former member of the Attorney Advisory Com-
mittee, for the bankruptcy courts in Columbus, Cincinnati and Dayton. She also has been recognized 
as an Ohio Super Lawyer each year since 2007 and was listed among the Top 25 Women Columbus 
Super Lawyers 2010-14 and 2018 to the present. In addition, she was awarded the Columbus Bar As-
sociation’s Professionalism Award for 2019. Ms. Maggied received her undergraduate degree summa 
cum laude in 1975 from Ohio University and her J.D. in 1979 from The Ohio State University Col-
lege of Law.

Donald W. Mallory, CPA is a partner of the law firm of Wood + Lamping, LLP in Cincinnati, where 
his practice focuses on insolvency, debtors’ and creditors’ rights with a focus on credit union repre-
sentation, bankruptcy reorganizations, out-of-court workouts, financial and organizational corporate 
restructurings, complex litigation and general business matters. He has experience representing debt-
ors, secured lenders, trustees and trade creditors in proceedings under chapters 7, 11 and 13 of the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Code, and in insolvency-related litigation such as receiverships and assignments for 
the benefit of creditors. Mr. Mallory has appeared and argued extensively in federal and state courts 
throughout the U.S. on a wide range of bankruptcy and collection-related issues, including appellate 
litigation. He also has been appointed a subchapter V trustee for the Southern District of Ohio. As 
part of his practice, Mr. Mallory represents clients in the investigation, prosecution and recovery of 
assets where fraudulent activity is found to exist such as Ponzi schemes, fraudulent transfers, bank-
ruptcy fraud and similar conduct, and in discharge litigation. Additionally, he has significant experi-
ence negotiating and drafting complex contracts, loan documents and settlement agreements, and 
providing proactive legal advice relating to corporate law and litigation avoidance to clients’ senior 
management. Mr. Mallory is a member of the Cincinnati, Ohio, American, Northern Kentucky and 
Kentucky Bar Associations and is admitted to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court, the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit, the U.S. District Courts for the Northern and Southern Districts of 
Ohio, the Eastern and Western Districts of Kentucky, and the Northern and Southern Districts of In-
diana, the U.S. Tax Court and the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Sixth Circuit. He also is an ABI member and is active on the advisory board of its Midwest Regional 
Bankruptcy Seminar. Mr. Mallory received his B.B.A. in 1995 from the University of Cincinnati and 
his J.D. magna cum laude in 1999 from Northern Kentucky University, Chase College of Law, where 
he served on the Northern Kentucky University Law Review and was an officer of the Northern Ken-
tucky University Moot Court Board.

Paul J. “P.J.” Minnillo is a founding shareholder in the law firm of Minnillo Law Group Co., LPA 
in Cincinnati, where his practice is concentrated in representing individuals and small businesses in 
chapter 7, 11 and 13 bankruptcy proceedings. He is admitted to the Ohio Bar and the Federal Bar for 
the Southern District of Ohio. Mr. Minnillo is a member of the Cincinnati Bar Association, the Cler-
mont County Bar Association, ABI and the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys. 
He received his B.A. cum laude in French in 1992 from the University of Cincinnati and his J.D. with 
honors from Cleveland State University Cleveland-Marshall College of Law in 1995.

Peter R. Morrison is a partner with Squire Patton Boggs in Cleveland and has a broad and versatile 
corporate, litigation and finance practice built on extensive experience representing and counseling 
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clients in the corporate insolvency, distressed lending and investing, restructuring and bankruptcy 
contexts, including in complex chapter 11 cases nationwide. His clients include debtors, creditors’ 
committees, and secured and unsecured creditors in reorganizations and liquidations. He also repre-
sents receivers and secured creditors in receiverships and foreclosure proceedings. Ms. Morrison has 
significant bankruptcy litigation experience focused on dischargeability contests, declaratory judg-
ment actions, director and officer liability suits, and the prosecution and defense of avoidance actions. 
His insolvency and restructuring practice is bolstered by his banking and debt-finance experience, 
which has included the negotiation, documentation and management of secured and unsecured loan 
transactions, including securitizations, syndicated credit facilities, unitranche facilities, split collat-
eral pool transactions and bridge financings. Mr. Morrison received his B.A. in 2004 from the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin - Madison and his J.D. cum laude in 2009 from Case Western Reserve University, 
where he was a member of the Order of the Barristers and executive notes editor of the Health Matrix 
- Journal of Law-Medicine.

Hon. Mina Nami Khorrami is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Ohio in Co-
lumbus and was appointed on Sept. 10, 2021, by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit. 
She began her career in St. Louis, Mo., where she practiced bankruptcy law and litigation as an as-
sociate with the firms of Vogler & Associates and then with Compton, Wells & Hamburg. While she 
practiced in St. Louis, she successfully argued a case before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eighth 
Circuit. In 1991, Judge Nami Khorrami relocated to Columbus to open her own firm. Her practice 
focused on more complex chapter 7 and 13 bankruptcies, including arguing before the Bankruptcy 
Appellate Panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit. She also handled general civil 
litigation, foreclosure defense, and issues relevant to small businesses. Prior to her appointment to 
the bench, she also served as a chapter 7 panel trustee. Judge Nami Khorrami has served on numer-
ous committees of the Columbus Bankruptcy Bar and was a frequent speaker at CLE programs. She 
has long been committed to bankruptcy pro bono service in the Columbus community, and in 2013 
she received the Columbus Bar Association and Foundation Award for her involvement in the imple-
mentation of the chapter 7 bankruptcy pro bono project in Columbus. Judge Nami Khorrami also 
served as vice-chair of the court’s Attorney Advisory Committee and as co-chair of its Consumer/
Small Business subcommittee. She is a past co-chair of the Columbus chapter of the International 
Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC) and a past co-chair of the Bankruptcy 
Law Institute’s (BLI’s) Planning Committee. She also served on the board of trustees for the Credit 
Education Coalition (CEC) and was a member of the Chapter 13 Liaison Committee. Judge Nami 
Khorrami received her B.S. in business administration from the University of Missouri-St. Louis and 
her J.D. from Valparaiso University School of Law.

Mary E. Naumann is a member of Jackson Kelly PLLC’s Lexington, Ky., office. In her 24 years at 
Jackson Kelly, she has focused on bankruptcy law, specializing in commercial restructuring, credi-
tors’ rights, purchases of assets in bankruptcy, and defending against preference actions and claims 
against fiduciaries — including officers, board members and shareholders — arising from their ac-
tions before and during bankruptcy. Ms. Naumann has represented clients in bankruptcy courts across 
the country, most recently representing chapter 11 debtors in the In re Piney Woods Resources, et al. 
proceedings in the Northern District of Alabama, the In re Lighthouse Resources Inc., et al., proceed-
ings in the District of Delaware and the Inmet Mining, LLC proceeding in the Eastern District of 
Kentucky, and she served as co-counsel for the pre- and post-petition lender in In re Hopedale Mining 
LLC, et al. (Rhino Energy, LLC) proceedings in the Southern District of Ohio. She has been named 
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The Best Lawyers in America as Lexington Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights/Insolvency and 
Reorganization Law “Lawyer of the Year,” and she has been noted for Bankruptcy and Creditor/
Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law. She is a member of ABI and the International 
Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation. Ms. Naumann received her B.A. cum laude 
and Phi Beta Kappa in history in 1995 from Centre College, and her J.D. magna cum laude in 1999 
from Washington and Lee University School of Law, where she was admitted to the Order of the Coif.

Bill Rochelle is ABI’s editor-at-large, based in New York. He joined ABI in 2015 and writes every 
day on developments in consumer and reorganization law. For the prior nine years, Mr. Rochelle was 
the bankruptcy columnist for Bloomberg News. Before turning to journalism, he practiced bankrupt-
cy law for 35 years, including 17 years as a partner in the New York office of Fulbright & Jaworski 
LLP. In addition to writing, Mr. Rochelle travels the country for ABI, speaking to bar groups and 
professional organizations on hot topics in the turnaround community and trends in consumer bank-
ruptcies. He earned his undergraduate and law degrees from Columbia University, where he was a 
Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar.

Hon. John M. Rogers is a Circuit Judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit in Lex-
ington, Ky. Before joining the court and taking emeritus status at the University of Kentucky, he was 
a professor of law at the college, where he has taught since 1978. Judge Rogers previously practiced 
as an appellate attorney in the Civil Division of the U.S. Department of Justice, in Washington, D.C. 
from 1974-78. He served as a visiting professor at the Department of Justice from 1983-85. Judge 
Rogers was twice a Fulbright Senior Lecturer in the People’s Republic of China in Beijing from 
1987-88 and in Guangzhou in 1994-95. His publications on international, constitutional and admin-
istrative law have appeared in journals such as the Duke Law Journal, the Michigan Law Review 
and the American Journal of International Law. He has co-authored a casebook on administrative 
law with Prof. Healy (UK) and Krotozinski (U. Ala.). His book on the interplay of international and 
domestic law is International Law and United States Law (Ashcroft 1999). Judge Rogers served as 
the College’s Associate Dean for Academic Affairs from 1991-94. He is a Phi Beta Kappa graduate 
of Stanford University and a Coif law graduate of the University of Michigan, where he served on 
the Michigan Law Review.

Hon. Gregory R. Schaaf is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Kentucky in 
Lexington, initially appointed on Oct. 1, 2012, and named Chief Judge on Oct. 1, 2019. Prior to his 
appointment, he practiced in the areas of commercial reorganizations, including bankruptcies and 
workouts, and commercial transactions, including energy-related matters. He represented debtors, 
creditors’ committees, trustees and individual creditors. Judge Schaaf is a CPA and worked as a so-
licitor in London from 1997-99, handling corporate matters and real estate transactions for English, 
Russian and American clients. He is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and is Board 
Certified in Business and Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification. Judge 
Schaaf received his B.B. in accounting and his B.S. in law enforcement administration from Western 
Illinois University in 1984 with high honors, and his J.D. in 1991 from the University of Kentucky 
College of Law, where he was admitted to the Order of the Coif and participated in its national moot 
court team and on its moot court board, as well as on the school’s Journal of Mineral Law and Policy.
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Matthew T. Schaeffer is Of Counsel with Bailey Cavalieri LLC in Columbus, Ohio, where his prac-
tice focuses primarily on corporate reorganization and workouts, debtor/creditor rights, bankruptcy, 
commercial litigation and commercial matters. He has experience representing chapter 11 debtors, 
financial institutions, trustees, and a variety of secured and unsecured creditors in bankruptcy pro-
ceedings, litigation and workouts. Mr. Schaeffer is a member of the independent panel of chapter 11 
subchapter V bankruptcy trustees and the panel of chapter 7 trustees for the Southern District of Ohio. 
He also has experience representing businesses in a variety of nonbankruptcy matters. Mr. Schaeffer 
previously was with an Am Law 100 firm. He was named a “Rising Star” in the Journal of Law & 
Politics, recognized as “Top Lawyer” by Columbus CEO Magazine in 2016, and listed as a Super 
Lawyer in 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 and 2023. Mr. Schaeffer has been a member of the Local Rules 
Committee, Pro Bono Project, Judicial Liaison Committee and Mediation Subcommittee of the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of Ohio. He also is a member of the Columbus Bar As-
sociation’s Bankruptcy Committee, Ohio State Bar Association, Champaign County Bar Association, 
Thomas F. Waldron American Bankruptcy Law Forum and the Columbus Bar Association’s Military 
Assistance Task Force. Mr. Schaeffer received his B.A. in political science from Ohio State Univer-
sity and his J.D. cum laude from Capital University School of Law, where he was admitted to the 
Order of the Curia and served as managing editor of the Capital University Law Review.

Adam C. Sherman is a partner at Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease LLP in Cincinnati, leading the 
eControl group’s enforcement and brand-protection practices. He focuses on eCommerce and online 
marketplace issues such as grey-market diversion, counterfeiting and brand-protection issues. Mr. 
Sherman develops enforcement strategies that incorporate investigation, technology and legal ap-
proaches to help clients achieve control of of the marketplace by providing the foundation to remove 
unauthorized sellers and address brand-protection issues. He works with clients with varying eCom-
merce strategies, assisting them in effectively managing and containing unauthorized online sales. 
Mr. Sherman received his B.A. in 1997 with high honors from the University of Michigan and his 
J.D. from the New York University School of Law in 2001.

Eric J. Silver is a shareholder in the Business Restructuring department of Stearns, Weaver, Miller, 
Weissler, Alhadeff & Sitterson, P.A. in Miami and is a member of the firm’s board of directors. He 
handles complex commercial restructuring and related litigation matters in both federal and state 
courts, and he regularly represents court-appointed fiduciaries, secured and unsecured creditors, and 
purchasers of distressed assets. Prior to joining the firm in 2010, Mr. Silver clerked for Hon. Robert 
A. Mark in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of Florida. He is a member of ABI 
and was president of the Bankruptcy Bar Association of the Southern District of Florida for 2020-21. 
In addition, he was the Miami chair of its Pro Bono Committee from 2016-19 and Pro Bono Commit-
tee Liaison of the FLSB Bankruptcy Lawyers Advisory Committee from 2018-19, and is a member 
of The Florida Bar’s Business Law Section. Mr. Silver was honored as one of ABI’s 2021 “40 Under 
40.” He received his J.D. magna cum laude from the University of Miami School of Law jointly with 
his M.B.A. from the School of Business Administration.

Andrew M. Simon is a managing director with Oxford Restructuring Advisors in Cincinnati and is 
an experienced restructuring advisor who has been consulting troubled companies and their stake-
holders for more than 20 years. He has practiced both as an attorney and as a certified public ac-
countant in bankruptcy cases and other insolvency proceedings for debtors and creditors. Mr. Simon 
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has particular experience representing buyers and sellers of distressed assets, as well as troubled 
companies, lenders, indenture trustees and creditor groups in both § 363 transactions and out-of-
court asset sales. He recently represented a secured lender group in the successful appointment of a 
receiver for the repayment of a health care group’s $75 million loan. Additional recent engagements 
include advisory work to companies in the mining (three separate gold mining companies, including 
two publicly traded), oil and gas (E&P company with more than $2 billion in debt), environmental 
services (privately held remediation company), food (multi-billion dollar cooperatively held beef and 
pork producer) and hospitality (privately held restaurant group) industries, among others. Mr. Simon 
received his B.B.A. in accountancy from the University of Notre Dame in 1998 and his J.D. in 2008 
from Northwestern University Pritzker School of Law.

David J. Treacy is the career law clerk for Hon. Douglas L. Lutz, and formerly for Judge Tracey N. 
Wise (ret.), of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of Kentucky in Lexington. Before 
joining chambers, he practiced complex commercial litigation in Lexington after starting his legal 
career in New Jersey. Mr. Treacy is an ABI VOLO author, a frequent speaker on bankruptcy and 
litigation-related topics, and a member of the bars of New Jersey, New York, Kentucky and Massa-
chusetts. He received his B.A. from the University of Notre Dame and his J.D. cum laude from Seton 
Hall University School of Law, where he was a member of the Seton Hall Constitutional Law Journal 
and the Interscholastic Moot Court Board.

Nick Wunderlich, CPA is director of M&A Services with Dean Dorton Allen Ford, PLLC in Fort 
Wright, Ky. Before joining Dean Dorton, he served as vice president at JP Morgan Chase, where he 
was instrumental in providing direct oversight of $1.3 billion in capital commitments to clients across 
a variety of industries. Before this role, Mr. Wunderlich spent 12 years in the Mergers and Acquisi-
tions advisory practice at Wells Fargo Securities, spanning locations in Charlotte, N.C., and St. Louis, 
Mo., from 2004-16. In this capacity, he provided strategic advice to senior management of both 
publicly traded and privately held companies on matters of mergers and acquisitions, capital markets 
transactions and strategic alternatives. Mr. Wunderlich received his B.S. in business administration, 
with a focus in finance and accounting, from Saint Louis University.


