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Alpesh A. Amin, CTP is a managing director of Conway MacKenzie, Inc. in Chicago and has more 
than 18 years of experience in the areas of corporate finance, restructuring and management consult-
ing. He has served as an interim manager to companies and as an advisor to both companies and their 
stakeholders. Mr. Amin’s background includes corporate turnarounds and restructurings, strategic 
planning, business plan development and analysis, cash-flow and liquidity management, mergers and 
acquisitions advisory, debt/equity capital raises and transaction services. His industry experience in-
cludes automotive, building products, construction equipment, consumer products, direct marketing, 
distribution, financial services, food and beverage, gaming, grocery, health care, manufacturing, met-
als, packaging, printing and technology. Mr. Amin has advised both companies and their stakeholders 
involved in complex transformational phases such as business-model redesign, profit-enhancement, 
partial or entire company sale, capital raises, and mergers and acquisitions. He has also led several 
companies on an interim basis during corporate turnarounds and restructurings. Previously, Mr. Amin 
was managing director at MorrisAnderson, where he specialized in working with underperforming 
companies and their stakeholders. Prior to MorrisAnderson, he held management-consulting posi-
tions with Huron Consulting Group, where he focused on restructurings and turnarounds, and with 
Bridge Associates, LLC, where he specialized in turnaround and interim-management services. He 
also was part of Merrill Lynch’s Investment Banking Group, where he provided M&A advisory, and 
spent time working in Bank of America’s leveraged finance and syndications groups. Mr. Amin is a 
member of ABI and the Turnaround Management Association. He received his B.B.A. with concen-
trations in finance and management information systems from Miami University. 

Michael B. Baker is a solo practitioner with The Baker Firm PLLC in Covington, Ky., and has rep-
resented a variety of debtors and creditors in chapter 7, 11 and 13 in the areas of bankruptcy and civil 
litigation. He also routinely represents chapter 7 trustees. Mr. Baker received his J.D. cum laude in 
2007 from Northern Kentucky University Salmon P. Chase College of Law.

T. Kent Barber is the managing member of Barber Law PLLC in Lexington, Ky., where his bank-
ruptcy and bankruptcy litigation practice includes the representation of debtors in all chapters of 
bankruptcy, as well as trustees, creditors and creditor committees. He also represents clients in com-
mercial real estate matters. Mr. Barber previously served as the president of the Bankruptcy Section 
of the Fayette County Bar Association. He has been named a “Rising Star” in Super Lawyers in 2014 
and 2015. Mr. Barber received his undergraduate degree from Morehead State University and his J.D. 
from the University of Kentucky School of Law.

Alane A. Becket is an AV-rated attorney and managing partner of Becket & Lee LLP, a Malvern, Pa., 
law firm providing comprehensive nationwide representation of financial institutions in bankruptcy 
matters, with a focus on consumer lenders and debt-purchasers. In addition to client and industry rela-
tions, she focuses on litigation strategy, and Becket & Lee has been lead or co-counsel in some of the 
most influential decisions in consumer bankruptcy over the last 20 years. In addition to her duties at the 
firm, Ms. Becket is ABI’s President-Elect, and she formerly chaired its Consumer Committee and has 
served on its Board since 2009, most recently as Vice President-Publications. She is currently co-chair 
of the Bankruptcy Section and of the Professional Standards and Grievance Committees of the National 
Creditors Bar Association (NCBA), and is a member of the National Association of Chapter Thirteen 
Trustees (NACTT). Ms. Becket has written and lectured extensively on consumer bankruptcy issues 
for a variety of professional organizations, including ABI, the Federal Judicial Conference, NACTT, 
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NABT, Norton Bankruptcy Law Advisor, NCBA, the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, and 
a host of local and regional organizations. She also served as a commissioner on ABI’s Commission on 
Consumer Bankruptcy. Ms. Becket graduated from Pennsylvania State University and received her J.D. 
from Widener University School of Law.

Hon. Beth A. Buchanan is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Ohio in Cincinnati, 
appointed on May 10, 2011. Prior to her appointment, she was a member of Frost Brown Todd LLC 
in its Bankruptcy and Restructuring Practice Group, where she practiced exclusively in the areas of 
bankruptcy and insolvency law, representing debtors, creditors’ committees, secured lenders and un-
secured creditors in numerous complex chapter 7, 11 and 15 bankruptcy proceedings. Prior to obtain-
ing her law degree, Judge Buchanan worked in banking for over eight years with two major financial 
institutions. She is a member of ABI, the American Bar Association, the Thomas F. Waldron Ameri-
can Bankruptcy Law Forum and the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confedera-
tion, and she chairs the Chapter 11 Subcommittee and is a member of the Standing Committee of the 
Local Bankruptcy Rules Committee for the Southern District of Ohio. Judge Buchanan received her 
B.S.B.A. in 1986 from The Ohio State University and her J.D. summa cum laude in 1997 from the 
University of Dayton School of Law.

Beverly M. Burden has served as the chapter 13 trustee for the Eastern District of Kentucky in Lex-
ington since 1999. She previously clerked for Hon. Joe Lee, and prior to that was an assistant attorney 
general for the Commonwealth of Kentucky in its Consumer Protection Division. Ms. Burden has 
presented at numerous national, regional and local bankruptcy seminars, and strives to share practi-
cal information that consumer bankruptcy attorneys can use. She is a member of the National As-
sociation of Chapter Thirteen Trustees (NACTT) and serves on the board of directors of the NACTT 
Academy for Consumer Bankruptcy Education (www.considerchapter13.org). Ms. Burden chairs the 
University of Kentucky Biennial Consumer Bankruptcy Law Conference and served on the Chapter 
13 Advisory Committee to the ABI Commission on Consumer Bankruptcy. She also is a regular con-
tributor to www.considerchapter13.org. Ms. Burden was the 1997 recipient of the Kentucky Bar As-
sociation’s Justice Thomas B. Spain Award for Outstanding Service in Continuing Legal Education 
and in 2017 was inducted as a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy. She received her J.D. 
from the University of Kentucky College of Law and holds a B.B.A. in accounting.

Hon. Scott C. Clarkson is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Central District of California in Santa 
Ana and Riverside, appointed on Jan. 20, 2011, and has also sat on the Ninth Circuit Bankruptcy 
Appellate Panel. Prior to his appointment, Judge Clarkson practiced bankruptcy law and bankruptcy 
litigation for more than 20 years in Los Angeles, and he served as chair of the Los Angeles County 
Bar Association’s Commercial Law and Bankruptcy Section from 2008-09. He is a board member 
of the Orange County Federal Bar Association, and has lectured on ethics and civility for the annual 
Los Angeles Federal Bar Association Ethics Program. He was a member of the Virginia, District 
of Columbia and California bars. From 1977-82, Judge Clarkson was a legislative assistant to U.S. 
Congressman Harold L. Volkmer in Washington, D.C., and was assigned to the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives Judiciary Committee, where he was a direct observer of and participant in the creation of 
the 1978 Bankruptcy Code in the House. He later clerked for Hon. William L. Hungate, U.S. District 
Judge for the Eastern District of Missouri. Judge Clarkson has also been an established documentary 
photographer in the U.S., Southeast and Central Asia, and South America for more than 20 years. He 
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also traveled to Afghanistan, Pakistan and Kashmir in 2008-09, and Jordan and Israel in 2014, cover-
ing recent events in these regions of the world. Judge Clarkson received his undergraduate degree 
from Indiana University in Bloomington in 1979 and his J.D. from George Mason University School 
of Law in 1982.

Tiffany Strelow Cobb is a partner with Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease LLP in Columbus, Ohio, 
and practices in its finance, energy and real estate group, with an emphasis in bankruptcy and credi-
tors’ rights. She represents unsecured creditors, secured creditors, trustees and creditors’ committees 
in chapter 11 reorganization cases, chapter 7 cases and in related litigation on a national basis, and she 
has acted as co-counsel on an international basis. Ms. Cobb serves clients in complex contested mat-
ters and adversary proceedings, including the defense and prosecution of fraudulent-transfer, prefer-
ence and nondischargeability actions. In addition, she has represented secured lenders and creditors 
in nonbankruptcy commercial matters ranging from workouts to foreclosures. Ms. Cobb is an ABI 
member and routinely conducts free training seminars for in-house attorneys and corporate credit 
employees regarding bankruptcy strategies, such as maximizing recovery and minimizing preference 
liability. She has also spoken at other bankruptcy-related seminars, including presentations at ABI’s 
Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Workshop and before the Association of Corporate Counsel in Columbus. 
Ms. Cobb received her B.A. with  highest honors from Principia College and her J.D. from Washing-
ton University School of Law.

Dr. Peter Evangelakis is a senior economist at REMI in Washington, D.C., where he assists cli-
ents in planning and conducting economic analysis using the REMI model, contributes to the firm’s 
business-development efforts, and prepared and presented in-person and online seminars on topics 
such as Amazon’s HQ 2.0 and innovation in transportation. Prior to starting at REMI, he taught un-
dergraduate Intermediate Microeconomics as a lecturer at the University of Chicago. Dr. Evangelakis 
is an experienced economic researcher and analyst; highlights of his work include measuring the 
effects of climate change on mortality and electricity usage and estimating air quality effects of the 
NOx Budget Program. He has written papers analyzing the effects of Florida property tax reform and 
the nonpecuniary benefits of building a professional sports stadium. He also served as an intern at The 
Washington Economics Group, Inc. and The Human Services Coalition of Miami-Dade County. Dr. 
Evangelakis received his Bachelor’s degree in economics and mathematics from Swarthmore College 
and his Master’s degree and Ph.D. in economics from the University of Chicago.

Hon. Joan N. Feeney is a neutral for JAMS in Boston, where she provides mediation, arbitration 
and neutral analysis services in complex disputes worldwide. She previously was a U.S. Bankruptcy 
Judge for the District of Massachusetts from 1992 to May 2019 and Chief Judge from 2002-06. She is 
currently Chief Judge of the U.S. Bankruptcy Appellate Panel for the First Circuit. Judge Feeney is a 
Fellow, vice president and a member of the board of directors of the American College of Bankruptcy 
and served for three years on its Board of Regents. She is a co-author of the Bankruptcy Law Manual, 
a two-volume treatise published by Thomson Reuters, and a co-author of a book for consumers, The 
Road Out of Debt, published by John Wiley & Sons. Judge Feeney was the president of the National 
Conference of Bankruptcy Judges in 2011 and 2012 and has served that organization in numerous ca-
pacities, including on its Board of Governors,as chair of its Newsletter Committee, as editor in chief 
and reporter for Conference News, and on special projects. Judge Feeney was the business manager 
of the American Bankruptcy Law Journal from 2016-18, and was an associate editor from 2013-16. 
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She is a founder and co-chair of the M. Ellen Carpenter Financial Literacy Project, a joint venture 
of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Massachusetts and the Boston Bar Association. She 
was a member of the International Judicial Relations Committee of the Judicial Conference of the 
United States from 2006-12 and hosted many delegations of foreign judges in the U.S., as well as 
traveled to foreign countries on behalf of the federal judiciary. Judge Feeney is the chair of the Mas-
sachusetts Bankruptcy Court’s Pro Bono Committee and was co-chair of the Massachusetts Local 
Rules Committee for many years. She is a member of ABI and sat on its Board of Directors, and she 
has been judicial chair of several regional ABI educational programs and is a frequent ABI panelist. 
Prior to her appointment, Judge Feeney was an associate and partner in the Boston law firm Hanify 
& King, P.C., was a career law clerk to Hon. James N. Gabriel, U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Dis-
trict of Massachusetts, and a partner in the Boston law firm Feeney & Freeley, where her practice 
included service as a trustee on the U.S. Trustee’s private panel of trustees. In 2005, she received the 
Boston Bar Association’s Haskell Cohn Award for Distinguished Judicial Service, and in 2009 the 
American College of Bankruptcy First Circuit Fellows recognized her for contribution to bankruptcy 
jurisprudence and practice. She also was the 2018 recipient of the Charles P. Normandin Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the Boston Bar Association and the National Conference of Bankruptcy 
Judges Excellence in Education Award. Judge Feeney is a graduate of Connecticut College and Suf-
folk University Law School.

Hon. Robert E. Gerber is Of Counsel with Joseph Hage Aaronson in New York and a retired U.S. 
Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of New York in New York, appointed in 2000 and reap-
pointed in 2014. He assumed recall status in January 2015 and retired in January 2016. Judge Gerber 
offers services in bankruptcy and commercial arbitration, mediation, fiduciary work and consulting. 
While on the bench, Judge Gerber presided over a wide variety of chapter 11, chapter 7, chapter 15, 
§ 304 and SIPA cases, including PSINet, Ames Department Stores, Global Crossing, Adelphia, ABIZ, 
Basis Yield Alpha Fund, Lyondell Chemical, BearingPoint, DBSD North America, Chemtura, Pin-
nacle Airlines, Houghton-Mifflin Harcourt and General Motors. He presided over more than 20 cases 
with over $100 million in debt, including 10 with over $1 billion in debt. Judge Gerber has published 
roughly 200 opinions, principally in the business bankruptcy and corporate governance areas, and 
throughout his tenure on the bench was named one of the nation’s outstanding bankruptcy judges six 
times. Prior to taking the bench, he practiced with the firm of Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacob-
son in New York City, specializing in securities and commercial litigation and, thereafter, bankruptcy 
litigation and counseling. He is an adjunct professor of law at Columbia Law School (where he teach-
es Columbia’s Advanced Bankruptcy Seminar), a contributing author to Collier on Bankruptcy, and 
a Fellow and former director of the American College of Bankruptcy. Judge Gerber earned his B.S. 
with high honors in industrial engineering from Rutgers University in 1967 and his J.D. magna cum 
laude from Columbia Law School in 1970, where he was a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar and a James 
Kent Scholar. He then served as a First Lieutenant in the U.S. Air Force from 1971-72.

Eric W. Goering is partner with the Law Office of Goering & Goering, LLC in Cincinnati and has 
more than 20 years of experience in bankruptcy law. His practice concentrates in business and con-
sumer bankruptcy, including loan workouts and commercial loan restructuring for the large business 
client. He handles an average of 100 cases per month as trustee and debtor’s counsel. Mr. Goering 
was appointed in 2003 as a chapter 7 trustee in the Southern District of Ohio. He is a past president 
of the Cincinnati Bar Association, a member of the Judicial Liaison Committee, Bankruptcy Local 
Rules Committee and Volunteer Lawyers, and an executive committee member of ABI’s Midwest 
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Regional Bankruptcy Seminar. He is also a frequent lecturer throughout the country regarding chapter 
7, 11 and 13 bankruptcy issues. Mr. Goering received his B.A. in economics from Denison University 
in 1989 and his J.D. from Salmon P. Chase College of Law in 1992.

Robert A. Goering, Sr. is Of Counsel with the Law Office of Goering & Goering, LLC in Cincinnati, 
where focuses on workout strategies for financially challenged businesses. He’s also an adjunct pro-
fessor of law at the Salmon P. Chase College of Law and has taught bankruptcy courses since 1974. 
Mr. Goering has broad experience in representing individuals and businesses in private workouts and 
bankruptcy proceedings. He has been certified by the American Board of Certification in Business 
and Consumer Bankruptcy since 1992 and received the Award of Merit from the Ohio Legal Center 
Institute. Mr. Goering is a member of ABI and the Cincinnati, Ohio State, Northern Kentucky and 
Cincinnati Bar Associations. He is also a past chairman of the Cincinnati Bar Association’s Bank-
ruptcy Committee and has served on local panels to create and amend local bankruptcy rules, and 
he is a founding member of ABI’s Midwest Regional Bankruptcy Seminar. Mr. Goering received his 
B.A. from Yale University and his LL.B. from Salmon P. Chase College of Law.

Jeffrey M. Hendricks is a partner with Graydon Head & Ritchey LLP in Cincinnati and chairs the 
firm’s Creditor’s Rights Practice Group. His practice concentrates in creditors’ rights, real estate 
and bankruptcy law. Mr. Hendricks has experience representing lenders of all sizes in connection 
with compliance and workout issues on deals of all sizes for commercial and residential loans. This 
representation covers the spectrum of loan-origination issues through the execution on a judgment 
obtained on defaulted loans and supporting financial institutions with issues pertaining to real estate 
acquired through foreclosure. He also represents court-appointed receivers, mechanic’s-lien claim-
ants and other parties enforcing contracts in state and federal court. Mr. Hendricks received his B.A. 
magna cum laude in 1993 from Xavier University and his J.D. in 1996 from the University of Cincin-
nati College of Law.

Hon. John E. Hoffman, Jr. is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Ohio in Colum-
bus, appointed in 2000. Previously, he was a partner in the Columbus office of Arter & Hadden LLP, 
where he practiced primarily in the areas of bankruptcy and commercial litigation, focusing on the 
representation of chapter 11 debtors and creditors’ committees. He joined Arter & Hadden in 1989 af-
ter completing a judicial clerkship with Hon. R. Guy Cole, Jr., formerly a bankruptcy judge and now 
Chief Judge of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit. Judge Hoffman has been involved in 
several national and local organizations dedicated to improving the administration of the bankruptcy 
system and the practice of law in the bankruptcy courts. He is an active member of the National 
Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, having served on the NCBJ Education Committee in 2013, the 
Elections Committee from 2013-15 and the Board of Directors of the NCBJ’s Endowment for Educa-
tion from 2006-11, including as chair of the Endowment from 2007-09. In April 2013, Chief Justice 
Roberts reappointed Judge Hoffman to a second three-year term on the Federal Judicial Center’s 
Committee on Bankruptcy Judge Education. He is also a member of ABI and previously chaired the 
Columbus Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Committee. Judge Hoffman teaches business bankruptcy as 
an adjunct professor of law at The Ohio State University Moritz College of Law, where he sits on the 
law school’s National Council. In 2015, the Moritz College of Law presented Judge Hoffman with 
the William K. Thomas Distinguished Jurist Award, which recognizes personal integrity and commit-
ment to fairness, freedom and equality. In 2016, he received the Excellence in Public Service Award 
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from the Moritz College of Law’s Public Interest Law Foundation. Judge Hoffman also has worked to 
make legal services available to those who cannot afford them, having served on the Board of Trust-
ees for The Legal Aid Society of Columbus from 1995-2000. For his work, he received the Award 
for Outstanding Pro Bono Service by a Judge from the Columbus Bar Association and Columbus Bar 
Foundation in 2012, and in 2015 had the honor of being presented with the Ohio State Bar Associa-
tion’s John and Ginny Elam Pro Bono Award, which is given in recognition of “exceptional volunteer 
service by a lawyer that advances the common good of the people of Ohio.” Judge Hoffman received 
his B.A. summa cum laude from Wheeling Jesuit University in 1980 and his J.D. magna cum laude 
from The Ohio State University Moritz College of Law in 1983.

Whitman L. Holt is a partner with Klee, Tuchin, Bogdanoff & Stern LLP in Los Angeles and has 
represented clients across the bankruptcy spectrum. His active bankruptcy-related appellate practice 
includes briefing multiple matters before the U.S. Supreme Court, most recently as counsel of record 
for the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys and the National Consumer Bank-
ruptcy Rights Center in Midland Funding, LLC v. Johnson. Mr. Holt co-authored Bankruptcy and 
the Supreme Court: 1801-2014 (West Academic 2015) and a periodic series of commentaries about 
bankruptcy and the Supreme Court for the LexisNexis Emerging Issues Analysis project. He also is a 
contributing author to the Collier bankruptcy treatise. In 2015, Mr. Holt was elected as a Conferee of 
the National Bankruptcy Conference, an invitation-only organization dedicated to advising Congress 
about the operation of bankruptcy and related laws. In 2017, he was included in the American Bank-
ruptcy Institute’s inaugural list of the top “40 Under 40” bankruptcy, insolvency and restructuring 
professionals from around the world. Mr. Holt received his undergraduate degree from Bates College 
and his J.D. from Harvard Law School.

Hon. Jeffery P. Hopkins is a Bankruptcy Judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern 
District of Ohio in Cincinnati, appointed in 1996 and reappointed in 2010. After graduating from law 
school, he clerked for Hon. Alan E. Norris on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit, then 
worked as an associate with Squire, Sanders & Dempsey, LLP, specializing in complex commercial 
litigation. In 1990, Judge Hopkins sought appointment as an Assistant U.S. Attorney and advanced to 
become chief of the Civil Division for the Southern District of Ohio. During his tenure on the bank-
ruptcy court, he has served on several committees of the Judicial Conference of the United States and 
for bar-related and civic organizations. In 2002, the late Chief Justice William H. Rehnquist appoint-
ed Judge Hopkins to the Federal Judicial Center’s Education Committee for bankruptcy judges. More 
recently, Chief Justice John G. Roberts, Jr. appointed him to the Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy 
Rules, for which he chaired its Business Bankruptcy Subcommittee until 2009. Currently, he serves 
on the Committee for the Judicial Branch, also by appointment of the Chief Justice. Judge Hopkins 
sits on ABI’s Board of Directors and is a member of the board of the ABA’s Business Bankruptcy 
Committee, for which he serves as a vice chair. He is an active member of the Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity, 
Cincinnati Bar Association, Black Lawyers Association of Cincinnati, Midwest Regional Bankruptcy 
Seminar Advisory Board and the Federal Bar Association. A frequent lecturer on bankruptcy restruc-
turing law around the country, Judge Hopkins also has been a speaker for ABI, the American Law 
Institute-American Bar Association, National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, the American Bar 
Association and other bar groups, and he is an adjunct professor at the University of Cincinnati Col-
lege of Law. He also is a past president of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges. Judge Hop-
kins received his A.B. in government and legal studies and anthro-sociology from Bowdoin College 
in 1982 and his J.D. in 1985 from The Ohio State University’s Michael E. Moritz College of Law.
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Timothy J. Hurley is a partner in Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP’s Business Restructuring, Bank-
ruptcy and Creditor Rights group in Cincinnati. He has chaired the group for more than 20 years and 
played a key role in starting the practice at Taft. He is also a member of the firm’s Litigation group. 
For more than 35 years, Mr. Hurley has represented debtors, creditors, committees, indenture trust-
ees, buyers, landlords, insurance companies and executors both in out-of-court workout agreements 
and restructurings and in chapter 11 cases throughout the U.S. These representations encompass all 
types of complex transactions and litigation involving financially distressed businesses and assets 
and include the negotiation and formulation of out-of-court restructuring arrangements and chapter 
11 reorganization plans, the acquisition and sale of assets and claims, the prosecution and defense of 
preference and fraudulent-conveyance claims and motions related to stay relief, the formation and 
implementation of credit policies and procedures, and the structuring of loans and other financing 
arrangements involving debtor-in-possession financing, letters of credit, leasing and floor-planning. 
Mr. Hurley frequently lectures on debt-restructuring, workouts and bankruptcy matters. His presen-
tations have been broadcast nationally and carried on Court TV, and his articles have been featured 
in trade magazines and newspapers. He also serves on the executive committee of ABI’s Midwest 
Regional Bankruptcy Seminar. Mr. Hurley is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell and was 
named a The Best Lawyers in America “Lawyer of the Year” in the Litigation - Bankruptcy category 
in 2016. He was also the first, and currently the only, Cincinnati attorney to be included in Woodward/
White’s Best Lawyers in Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law 
for more than 25 years, and is included in its Bet-the-Company Litigation, Commercial Litigation 
and Litigation-Bankruptcy categories. Mr. Hurley has been recognized in every edition of Chambers 
USA: America’s Leading Business Lawyers, and has been named one of Ohio’s Top 100 Lawyers five 
times and one of Cincinnati’s Top 50 Lawyers six times in the Super Lawyers edition of Cincinnati 
Magazine. He has also been listed in every Leading Lawyer edition of the magazine. Mr. Hurley 
received his H.A.B. summa cum laude in 1973 from Xavier University and his J.D. in 1976 from St. 
Louis University School of Law, where he was class valedictorian.

John G. Jansing is a member of the law firm of Altick & Corwin Co., L.P.A. in Dayton, Ohio. He 
has been in practice for over 20 years and focuses primarily on creditor rights and creditor bankruptcy 
issues. Mr. Jansing was appointed to the panel of Chapter 7 Trustees for Springfield and Dayton in 
2009. He handles approximately 600-800 trustee cases each year. Mr. Jansing also handles collec-
tion and real estate matters. Some of his representative clients are Ally Financial, Nuvell Credit Co., 
Santander Consumer USA, AmeriCredit Financial Services, DayMet Credit Union, CODE Credit 
Union and Standard Register Federal Credit Union. Mr. Jansing is a member of the American Bar As-
sociation, the Ohio Bar Association, the Dayton Bar Association and the American Bankruptcy Law 
Forum. He received his bachelor’s degree cum laude from the University of Cincinnati in 1985 and 
his J.D. from the University of Dayton School of Law in 1988.

Laura Davis Jones is a name partner and management committee member of Pachulski Stang Ziehl 
& Jones LLP and is the managing partner of the firm’s Wilmington, Del., office. She gained national 
recognition as debtor’s counsel in the Continental Airlines bankruptcy case, and has represented 
numerous debtors, creditors’ committees, bank groups, acquirers and other significant constituencies 
in chapter 11 cases and workout proceedings. Her recent clients include Deb Stores Holding LLC, 
Cache, Inc., Revstone Industries, LLC, Exide Technologies, EveryWare Global, AFA Investment and 
SS Body Armor, Inc., and her recent creditor representations include the creditors’ committees of LCI 
Holding Company, Inc. (“LifeCare”) and NE Opco, Inc., and she was co-counsel to the second-lien 
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notes indenture trustee of Energy Future Holdings Corp., et al. A frequent speaker and writer, Ms. 
Jones was named “Deal Maker of the Year” by The American Lawyer and has been continuously 
named in The Best Lawyers in America and as one of the “Best Lawyers in Delaware,” and she was 
selected as one of the top 10 lawyers in Delaware by Delaware Super Lawyers. She is also included 
among Chambers USA America’s “Leading Lawyers for Business,” and is ranked among the top-tier 
bankruptcy/restructuring lawyers in Delaware. Ms. Jones has been recognized in the K&A Restruc-
turing Register and LawDragon 500 since their inception, has been repeatedly named to the Interna-
tional Who’s Who of Insolvency and Restructuring Lawyers, and holds an AV rating from Martindale-
Hubbell. She is admitted to practice in Delaware and the District of Columbia. Ms. Jones received her 
undergraduate degree from the University of Delaware and her J.D. from Dickinson School of Law, 
where she was on the board of editors and business manager for the Dickinson Law Review, as well 
as served on the Appellate Moot Court Board.

L. Craig Kendrick is a managing partner with L. Craig Kendrick Attorney at Law in Florence, Ky., 
and a bankruptcy trustee. He focuses his practice on commercial and consumer bankruptcy, family 
law, divorce, foreclosures and workouts. Mr. Kendrick is admitted to practice in Kentucky and before 
the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Kentucky and the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals. 
He is a regular speaker on bankruptcy issues for the Kentucky and Northern Kentucky Bar Associa-
tions and for the Midwest Regional Bankruptcy Seminar, and he is a member of the Kentucky Bar 
Association and a former treasurer of the Northern Kentucky Bar Association. Mr. Kendrick received 
his B.S. from Milligan College and his J.D. from Northern Kentucky University’s Salmon P. Chase 
College of Law.

Ellen Arvin Kennedy is a partner in the Lexington, Ky., office of Dinsmore & Shohl, LLP, where she 
handles commercial bankruptcy, insolvency and creditors’ rights matters, including advising chap-
ter 11 and liquidating trustees and both creditors and debtors in complex liquidations and corporate 
wind-downs. She also guides investment groups through the purchase, reorganization and sale of 
companies and distressed assets, often within the health care and mining industries. Ms. Kennedy 
chaired the Bankruptcy Section of the Kentucky Bar Association in 2008 and 2010 and frequently 
lectures on bankruptcy practice throughout the state. She was selected to serve two rotations on the 
Local Bankruptcy Rules Committee for the Eastern District of Kentucky, which included a series 
of work sessions with the Western District Committee and court to unify bankruptcy practice rules 
throughout the state. Ms. Kennedy received her B.A. cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa in 1997 from 
Centre College and her J.D. in 2000 from the University of Kentucky College of Law, where she was 
a member of its Moot Court Board and First Amendment Moot Court Team.

Joseph E. Lehnert is an associate with Keating Muething & Klekamp PLL in Cincinnati, where 
his practice focuses primarily on negotiating and advocating on behalf of clients in a wide array of 
business disputes, with a concentration in the areas of creditors’ rights and bankruptcy litigation. He 
has represented secured and unsecured creditors, debtors, lenders, investors, purchasers, commercial 
landlords and tenants, and receivers and other court-appointed fiduciaries in state and federal trial and 
appellate court proceedings, including collection, eviction, foreclosure, receivership, dissolution, and 
bankruptcy reorganization and liquidation. He also advises clients in commercial loan workouts and 
out-of-court restructurings, including loan modifications, forbearance agreements and loan sales. Mr. 
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Lehnert received his B.A. magna cum laude in philosophy, politics and public honors in 2009 from 
Xavier University and his J.D. in 2012 from the University of Cincinnati College of Law.

Richard B. Levin is co-chair of Jenner & Block’s Restructuring and Bankruptcy Department in New 
York. He previously served on the staff of the House Judiciary Committee, during which time he 
co-authored the 1978 U.S. Bankruptcy Code. Mr. Levin is recognized internationally as one of the 
foremost restructuring, bankruptcy and creditor/debtor rights lawyers handling complex bankruptcy 
litigation, transaction and special-situation matters. He has served as counsel to parties in nearly 
every position in a bankruptcy case in a wide range of industries, including auto and manufacturing, 
banking and finance, energy and electric utilities, hospitality, municipal and government finance, 
technology, electronics, telecommunications, gaming, retail, shipping, defense and agriculture, in 
both domestic and cross-border situations. He also has acted as a chapter 11 trustee and as an exam-
iner, and worked as a senior executive at a publicly traded company. Mr. Levin served as chair of the 
National Bankruptcy Conference and is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy. He was a 
consultant to the World Bank and the Central Bank of Brazil on Brazil’s 2005 bankruptcy legislation. 
Mr. Levin has served as a faculty member at the Federal Judicial Center’s Bankruptcy Judge Work-
shops for 18 years and was a lecturer in law at Harvard Law School. He has repeatedly been recog-
nized as one of the country’s leading practitioners of bankruptcy and creditor/debtor rights law by, 
among others, Chambers USA and Chambers Global, The Best Lawyers in America and Benchmark 
Litigation. In addition, he was a member of the ABI Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11. 
Mr. Levin received his S.B. from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and his J.D. from Yale 
Law School, where he was an editor of the Yale Law Journal.

Kim Martin Lewis chairs Dinsmore & Shohl LLP’s Bankruptcy and Restructuring Practice Group in 
Cincinnati, where her practice focuses primarily on corporate reorganization, insolvency, financing, 
workout and bankruptcy law. She represents debtors, purchasers, creditors’ committees, unsecured 
creditors, secured creditors and equity-holders, and frequently provides advice regarding out-of-court 
corporate reorganizations, corporate and finance matters, and acquiring assets out of bankruptcy. Ms. 
Lewis has served as restructuring counsel in the chapter 11 bankruptcies of Ormet Corp., Milacron 
Inc., The Wornick Co. and Huffy Corp., among others. She also represents members of the credi-
tors’ committee in Toys “R” Us, FirstEnergy Solutions, PG&E Corp. and Hospital Acquisition LLC 
bankruptcies. Ms. Lewis is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and is Board Certified in 
Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification. She is a member of ABI and the 
Cincinnati and Ohio State Bar Associations. She successfully argued a case before the U.S. Supreme 
Court in Central Virginia Community College, et al. v. Bernard Katz (Case No. 04-885). Ms. Lewis 
has been listed in Chambers USA as a Chambers’ Band 1 top bankruptcy lawyer in Ohio since 2004, 
is listed in Ohio Super Lawyers and “Ohio Super Lawyers Top 50 Women” by Law & Politics, and 
is listed in The Best Lawyers in America. Ms. Lewis received her B.S. from Ball State University in 
1984 and her J.D. from Southwestern University School of Law in 1987.

Demetra L. Liggins is a partner in Thompson & Knight LLP’s Bankruptcy and Restructuring Prac-
tice Group in the Firm’s Houston office. She has nearly 20 years of experience in business finance 
and restructurings for a variety of large and small public and private companies. Ms. Liggins has led 
many of Thompson & Knight’s representations of bankruptcy clients, working on both in-court and 
out-of-court restructurings. Her clients include health care systems, retail corporations, financial in-
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stitutions, oil and gas companies, partnerships and private-equity funds, among others. Ms. Liggins is 
a frequent speaker on bankruptcy and finance-related topics, in addition to speaking on career goals, 
branding and mentorship to minority and female audiences ranging from established professionals to 
students. She is actively involved in numerous organizations, including serving as Southern Regional 
director and a former Fellow of the Leadership Council on Legal Diversity; immediate past Houston 
Network chair of the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC); a 
member of the Women’s Business Alliance, Greater Houston Partnership; a member and former chair 
of the Bankruptcy Section of the Houston Bar Association; a member of the Cumberland Law School 
Advisory Board; a member of the Women’s Energy Network; and a Fellow of the American Bar As-
sociation, Houston Young Lawyers Foundation and Texas Bar Foundation. She has been listed in The 
Best Lawyers in America, Texas Super Lawyers and Texas Rising Stars by Thomson Reuters, as a Law 
Firm Rainmaker by Diversity & the Bar, and to Houston’s “Top Lawyers” by H Texas magazine. She 
has also been featured in Law360’s Minority Powerbroker Q&A series. Ms. Liggins received her B.S. 
in business administration cum laude from Christian Brothers University in 1997 and her J.D. cum 
laude from the Cumberland School of Law at Samford University in 2000.

William B. Logan, Jr. is Of Counsel with Luper Neidenthal & Logan in Columbus, Ohio, where 
he had been a shareholder for 38 years and focuses his practice on bankruptcy and reorganization, 
business and creditors’ rights. He has also been a member of Panel of Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Trustees 
since Oct. 1, 1979, the effective date of the U.S. Bankruptcy Code. He filed one of the first chapter 
13s in Columbus after enactment of the Code, and has represented consumer and commercial debtors 
in chapters 7, 11 and 13. Mr. Logan is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American 
Board of Certification and has been listed in The Best Attorneys in America for bankruptcy law since 
1989. He was one of a handful of Columbus attorneys who started the Bankruptcy Committee of the 
Columbus Bar Association in 1979, served as its fourth chairman in the mid-1980s, and remained 
active in that committee in many capacities. Mr. Logan has been active in the Midwest Regional 
Bankruptcy Seminar even before it was the Midwest Regional Bankruptcy Seminar — in the early 
days, when it was a Bankruptcy Nuts and Bolts seminar — and has been a regular presenter, modera-
tor and planner with the seminar since its inception. He is perhaps best known for his creditor repre-
sentations, having represented, among others, Farm Credit Mid-America (formerly the Federal Land 
Bank of Louisville) in Southern District of Ohio bankruptcy courts for more than 35 years. Mr. Logan 
received his undergraduate degree cum laude in 1968 in economics from Princeton University and his 
J.D. cum laude in 1974 from The Ohio State University College of Law.

Pamela N. Maggied is a sole practitioner with Pamela N. Maggied Co., L.P.A. in Columbus, Ohio, 
and her law practice has been devoted to the bankruptcy and insolvency areas since 1980. She has 
been Board Certified in Consumer Bankruptcy Law since 1993, and has been a member of NACBA 
since 1992. Ms. Maggied is a Columbus Bar Foundation Fellow and a member of the Columbus Bar 
Association. She is a Columbus Bar Foundation Fellow and a member of the Columbus Bar Associa-
tion, for which she has been active in its Bankruptcy Committee since 1981. She also is a member of 
ABI and sits on the advisory board of the Midwest Regional Bankruptcy Seminar. Ms. Maggied is a 
member of the Attorney Advisory Committee for the bankruptcy courts in Columbus, Cincinnati and 
Dayton. She also has been recognized as an Ohio Super Lawyer each year since 2007. Ms. Maggied 
received her undergraduate degree summa cum laude in 1975 from Ohio University and her J.D. in 
1979 from The Ohio State University College of Law.
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Donald W. Mallory, CPA is a partner of the law firm of Wood + Lamping, LLP in Cincinnati, where 
his practice focuses on insolvency, debtors’ and creditors’ rights with a focus on credit union repre-
sentation, bankruptcy reorganizations, out-of-court workouts, financial and organizational corporate 
restructurings, complex litigation and general business matters. He has experience representing debt-
ors, secured lenders, trustees and trade creditors in proceedings under chapters 7, 11 and 13 of the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Code, and in insolvency-related litigation such as receiverships and assignments for 
the benefit of creditors. Mr. Mallory has appeared and argued extensively in federal and state courts 
throughout the U.S. on a wide range of bankruptcy and collection-related issues, including appellate 
litigation. He is a member of the Cincinnati, Ohio and Kentucky Bar Associations and is admitted 
to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit, the U.S. 
District Courts for the Northern and Southern Districts of Ohio and the Eastern and Western Districts 
of Kentucky, the U.S. Tax Court and the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Sixth Circuit. He also is an ABI member and an adjunct professor at Chase College of Law. 
Mr. Mallory received his B.B.A. in 1995 from the University of Cincinnati and his J.D. magna cum 
laude in 1999 from Northern Kentucky University, Chase College of Law, where he served on the 
Northern Kentucky University Law Review and was an officer of the Northern Kentucky University 
Moot Court Board.

Kathryn B. McGlynn is a is a senior member of the creditor services team at AlixPartners LLP in 
New York. She has more than 17 years of experience as a financial advisor in distressed and bank-
rupt situations, with a primary focus on advising unsecured creditor committees and senior lenders. 
Her experience includes serving clients in the airline, automotive, education, energy, financial ser-
vices, health care, manufacturing, media and entertainment, mining, restaurant and retail industries. 
Ms. McGlynn has worked with debtors, senior lenders, unsecured creditors and bond insurers, both 
in bankruptcy and out of court. Her experience has also involved working on litigation matters in 
bankruptcy situations. Ms. McGlynn has advised clients on all aspects of distressed and bankrupt 
situations, including financial and operational restructurings, asset sales and liquidations. She joined 
AlixPartners pursuant to its acquisition of Zolfo Cooper in 2018, and prior to joining Zolfo Cooper, 
she was a senior vice president in Deloitte’s Corporate Restructuring Group and was a part of the 
restructuring practices at Gavin/Solmonese, Grant Thornton and Mesirow Financial Consulting (for-
merly KPMG’s Corporate Restructuring Group). Ms. McGlynn was named an ABI “40 Under 40” 
honoree in the program’s inaugural class in 2017 and is a member of the board of directors of the 
Turnaround Management Association’s New York Chapter, for which she currently serves as presi-
dent. She received her B.S. from the University of Texas at Austin.

Peter R. Morrison is a senior associate with Squire Patton Boggs in Cleveland, where he focuses 
his practice both on insolvency and restructuring matters as well as banking and debt finance. His 
insolvency and restructuring activity focuses on representing various debtors, creditors’ committees, 
and secured and unsecured creditors in reorganizations and liquidations throughout the nation. He 
also represents receivers and secured creditors in receiverships and foreclosure proceedings. Mr. 
Morrison’s litigation practice is bankruptcy-centered, focusing on the prosecution and defense of 
preference actions, fraudulent transfers, dischargeability contests, declaratory-judgment actions, di-
rector and officer liability suits, and tax litigation. His experience in banking and debt finance area 
includes the negotiation, documentation and management of secured and unsecured loan transactions 
including securitizations, syndicated credit facilities, split-collateral pool transactions and bridge fi-
nancings. Mr. Morrison co-authored “Lawyers Behaving Badly: Recent Cases Highlighting Attorney 
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Blunders & Bad Acts,” which was presented at the 86th Annual National Conference of Bankruptcy 
Judges in San Diego. He is a member of ABI and the Cleveland Metropolitan Bar Association, and 
he has been recognized in Ohio Super Lawyers “Rising Stars.” He also has been named by Chambers 
USA as an Associate to Watch for Bankruptcy/Restructuring in Ohio. Mr. Morrison received his B.A. 
in 2004 from the University of Wisconsin - Madison and his J.D. cum laude in 2009 from Case West-
ern Reserve University, where he was a member of the Order of the Barristers and executive notes 
editor of the Health Matrix - Journal of Law-Medicine.

Hon. Cynthia A. Norton is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Missouri in Kansas 
City, sworn in on Feb. 1, 2013. Prior to her appointment, she was a founding partner of Grimes & 
Rebein, LC in Lenexa, Kan., where she focused on consumer and business bankruptcy, creditors’ 
rights, commercial workouts and related fields. She also clerked for Hon. John E. Rees of the Kansas 
Court of Appeals and Hon. James A. Pusateri of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court in Topeka, Kan., and was 
previously an associate with Stinson, Mag & Fizzell, an associate and then partner with Lewis, Rice 
& Fingers, and Of Counsel with Levy & Craig. She has published an annual column reviewing Eighth 
Circuit bankruptcy cases of interest for Norton’s Bankruptcy Law Advisor and has authored numerous 
articles, book chapters and seminar papers on bankruptcy-related topics, is a Fellow in the American 
College of Bankruptcy and is a member of various bankruptcy organizations. She is the recipient of 
the Michael R. Roser Excellence in Bankruptcy Award and the Robert L. Gernon Award for Outstand-
ing Contribution to CLE. Judge Norton received her B.A. in French and art history Phi Beta Kappa 
and summa cum laude from Kansas University and her J.D. from the Kansas University Law School, 
where she was associate editor of its law review.

Raymond J. Pikna, Jr. is an attorney with the Cincinnati law firm of Wood & Lamping LLP, where 
he practices in the firm’s Litigation, Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights, and Business practice groups. 
He has more than 35 years of legal experience representing clients in state and federal trial and appel-
late courts in commercial litigation and in all aspects of bankruptcy cases and adversary proceedings, 
with an emphasis in the representation of parties in chapter 11 reorganization cases and workouts. His 
clients in chapter 11 cases have included debtors in possession in a wide variety of industries, secured 
and unsecured creditors, creditors’ committees, federal and state governmental units, and bankruptcy 
trustees. Mr. Pikna began his career as a law clerk for Hon. D.J. Kelleher, Chief Bankruptcy Judge for 
the Southern District of Ohio, when the Bankruptcy Code first became effective. He appeared before 
the U.S. Supreme Court to argue United States v. Noland, 517 U.S. 535 (1996), and he is a frequent 
speaker on bankruptcy topics at CLE programs throughout Ohio. He has served on the advisory board 
for ABI’s Midwest Regional Bankruptcy Seminar. Mr. Pikna formerly served on the Advisory Com-
mittee for the Local Bankruptcy Rules for the Southern District of Ohio, as chair of the Bankruptcy 
Committees of the Dayton and Cincinnati Bar Associations, as trustee of the Thomas F. Waldron 
American Bankruptcy Law Forum, and as a director and as legal counsel for the University of Notre 
Dame Monogram Club. He received his undergraduate degree from the University of Notre Dame 
and his J.D. from Case Western Reserve University School of Law.

William J. Rochelle, III is ABI’s Editor-at-Large and resides in New York. Previously, he published 
for Bloomberg from 2007-15. Prior to his second career in journalism, Mr. Rochelle practiced bank-
ruptcy law for 35 years, including 17 years as a partner in the New York office of Fulbright & Jawor-
ski LLP. In addition to writing, he travels the country for ABI, speaking to bar groups and profes-
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sional organizations on hot topics in the turnaround community and trends in consumer bankruptcies. 
Mr. Rochelle earned his undergraduate and law degrees from Columbia University, where he was a 
Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar.

Hon. Gregory R. Schaaf is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Kentucky in Lex-
ington, appointed on Oct. 1, 2012. Prior to coming to the bench, he practiced in the areas of commer-
cial reorganizations, including bankruptcies and workouts, and commercial transactions, including 
energy-related matters. He represented debtors, creditors’ committees, trustees and individual credi-
tors. Judge Schaaf is a CPA and worked as a solicitor in London from 1997-99, handling corporate 
matters and real estate transactions for English, Russian and American clients. He is a Fellow of the 
American College of Bankruptcy and is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law and Consumer 
Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification. Judge Schaaf received his B.B. in account-
ing and his B.S. in law enforcement administration from Western Illinois University in 1984 with 
high honors, and his J.D. in 1991 from the University of Kentucky College of Law, where he was a 
member of the Order of the Coif and participated in its national moot court team and on its moot court 
board, as well as on the school’s Journal of Mineral Law and Policy.

David Stewart is a principal in the Public Policy Practice of Squire Patton Boggs in Washington, 
D.C., and provides strategic advice to clients on a wide range of policy matters, with an emphasis 
on tax, international trade and other economic matters. Most recently, he served as the majority staff 
director for the Committee on Ways and Means, which has exclusive jurisdiction over taxation and 
international trade in the U.S. House of Representatives. Mr. Stewart played a crucial role in the 
passage of major U.S. tax reform legislation in 2017. Previously, he served as the policy director to 
Speaker of the House of Representatives John Boehner, where he advised the Speaker on all policy 
areas. During this time, he played key roles in the passage of free-trade agreements and negotiations 
over significant budget agreements. In addition to his experience on the Committee on Ways and 
Means and in the Speaker’s Office, Mr. Stewart has served in many other positions on Capitol Hill 
and was the Economic Policy director for a U.S. presidential nominee. He received his B.A. from San 
Diego State University.

Jason V. Stitt is a partner with Keating Muething & Klekamp PLL in Cincinnati and practices in the 
firm’s Commercial Finance & Reorganization Group, where he concentrates in the areas of bank-
ruptcy, reorganization and creditors’ rights. He counsels individuals and companies in matters related 
to federal bankruptcy cases, including plan confirmation, substantive consolidation, relief from stay, 
§ 363 sales and bid procedures, disallowance of claims, DIP financing, nondischargeability of debts, 
mass tort asbestos bankruptcies, and out-of-court debt restructurings and workouts. Mr. Stitt rou-
tinely advises clients regarding contractual rights in bankruptcy and liquidation matters and priority 
rights under the Uniform Commercial Code. He has experience defending bankruptcy preference 
and fraudulent-conveyance actions, and he has represented defendants in officer and director liability 
cases and Ponzi scheme claims. Mr. Stitt has appeared in bankruptcy courts across the country. Prior 
to joining KMK in 2004, he practiced with Sawyer & Glancy PLLC, a boutique commercial finance 
and bankruptcy firm in Lexington, Ky. Mr. Stitt sits on the editorial board of ABI’s VOLO Circuit 
Court Responder website, is a member of the Attorney Advisory Committee for the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court for the Southern District of Ohio, and is a member of the Ohio, Cincinnati and Kentucky Bar 
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Associations. He received his B.A. in 1997 from the University of Kentucky and his J.D. in 2002 
from the University of Kentucky College of Law.

Casey M. Cantrell Swartz is senior counsel in Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP’s Cincinnati office, 
where she focuses her practice in the areas of insolvency, creditors’ rights and bankruptcy reorganiza-
tion, including all aspects of bankruptcy litigation. She represents secured lenders, creditors’ com-
mittees, unsecured creditors and other parties of interest in bankruptcy proceedings, restructurings 
and out-of court workouts. Prior to joining Taft, Ms. Swartz clerked for Hon. Beth A. Buchanan and 
Hon. J. Vincent Aug, Jr. of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of Ohio. She currently 
serves on the Advisory Board of ABI’s Midwest Regional Bankruptcy Seminar and is vice-president 
of the Tri-State Association for Corporate Renewal. In addition, she is a past chair of the Judicial Liai-
son Committee for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of Ohio at Cincinnati and past 
chair of the Bankruptcy Committee of the Cincinnati Bar Association. Ms. Swartz is a member of the 
Cincinnati USA Regional Chamber of Commerce’s WE Lead Class 11 and a graduate of Cincinnati 
Academy of Leadership for Lawyers (CALL) Class XVII. She rceived her B.A. and M.B.A. from the 
University of Cincinnati, and her J.D. from Northern Kentucky University’s Salmon P. Chase College 
of Law.

A.J. Webb is a senior associate with Frost Brown Todd LLC in Cincinnati and counsels companies 
facing varying degrees of financial uncertainty and distress. He represents parties (secured/unsecured 
creditors, debtors, committees, purchasers and borrowers) in all phases of bankruptcy proceedings, 
with an emphasis on selling or acquiring distressed assets and assisting parties in restructurings or 
out-of-court workouts. Aside from his core insolvency practice, A.J. represents clients in connec-
tion with bankruptcy litigation (including avoidance and breach of contract), and counsels clients on 
commercial matters. He has prosecuted or defended numerous avoidance actions. Prior to joining 
Frost Brown Todd, Mr. Webb was a financial sales associate for a major brokerage institution, and 
later worked for a nonprofit arts organization. His prior work experience provided him with a unique 
perspective on the myriad financial issues that affect both for-profit and nonprofit entities. Mr. Webb 
has represented clients in connection with bankruptcy proceedings throughout the country, including  
Alpha Natural Resources Inc., Avaya Inc., Gordmans Stores Inc., Marsh Supermarkets (in connection 
with Topvalco Inc.’s acquisition of certain assets), GT Advanced Technologies Inc., Payless Hold-
ings LLC, rue21 Inc., The Gymboree Corp., GST Autoleather Inc., Freedom Industries Inc., JW Re-
sources Inc., Sebring Management FL LLC, Aeropostale Inc., The Sports Authority, Pacific Sunwear 
of California Inc. (PacSun), Traffic Stores, Sears Holdings Corp., Lectrus Corp. and The Bon-Ton 
Stores Inc. He is a member of the Advisory Board of ABI’s Midwest Regional Bankruptcy Seminar, 
where he was recognized as a Distinguished Law Student, and a member of ABI and the American, 
Ohio and Cincinnati Bar Associations. Mr. Webb received his B.A. cum laude in political science 
from Marshall University, where he was designated Outstanding Student in Political Science, and his 
J.D. from the University of Cincinnati College of Law, where he received the University Prize for the 
Second-Highest G.P.A., the Commercial Law Award for Highest Scholar in Contract, Commercial, 
and Bankruptcy Law, the Ernest Karam Prize and the Thompson Hine & Flory Prize.

Hon. Eugene R. Wedoff served as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois in 
Chicago from 1987-2015 and as chief judge from 2002-07. ABI’s Board Chairman, he served on 
ABI’s Commission on Consumer Bankruptcy and devotes his present legal practice exclusively to 
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pro bono representations in bankruptcy appeals. Judge Wedoff presided over the chapter 11 reorga-
nization of United Air Lines, was a member of the Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy Rules from 
2004-14 and served as its chair after 2010. His work on the Rules Committee involved both the 
implementation of the means test forms and creation of the national form for chapter 13 plans. Judge 
Wedoff was the president of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges from 2013-14 and also 
served as a member of the NCBJ’s Board of Governors, as its secretary, and as chair of its education 
committee. Judge Wedoff is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy, as well as a member of 
the National Bankruptcy Conference. He is the author of the chapter on professional employment in 
Queenan, Hendel and Hillinger, Chapter 11 Theory and Practice (LRP Publications 1994) and was 
an associate editor of the American Bankruptcy Law Journal. Judge Wedoff is a frequent lecturer and 
served as a member of the Federal Judicial Center’s Committee on Bankruptcy Judge Education. In 
2016, he received the Judge William L. Norton Jr. Judicial Excellence Award; in 2009, he received the 
Lawrence P. King Award from the Commercial Law League; and in 1995, he received the Excellence 
in Education Award from the NCBJ. Judge Wedoff graduated from the college and law school of the 
University of Chicago.


