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Susan M. Argo is an attorney with Graydon Head & Ritchey LLP in Cincinnati, where she practices
in its Litigation Group and chairs the firm’s Special Assets Resolution Group with a focus in the
areas of bankruptcy, loan workouts and creditors’ rights. She successfully argued the Park National
Bank v. Cattani decision in the 12th District of Ohio confirming a receiver’s right to sell property free
and clear of liens. Prior to joining Graydon, Ms. Argo served as assistant vice president and counsel
for a large regional bank’s legal department. She chairs the Ohio Bar Association’s Receivership
Subcommittee, which was responsible for drafting House Bill 9 to amend Ohio’s receiver laws. Ms.
Argo is a member of the Ohio, Kentucky and Cincinnati Bar Associations, and she is past chair of
the Cincinnati Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Committee and chair of the Bankruptcy Judicial Liaison
Committee. She also serves on the board of trustees for the Excel Development Co. and the firm’s
Women'’s Professional Development Group. Ms. Argo is the first person to graduate from three of the
Cincinnati USA Regional programs, which include the Chamber’s C-Change Program Class of 2006,
We Lead Class of 2008 and Leadership Cincinnati Class 35. She received her B.A. summa cum laude
in economics and Spanish from St. Ambrose University in 1993 and her J.D. with honors from Drake
University Law School in 1996.

Michael B. Baker is a solo practitioner with The Baker Firm PLLC in Fort Mitchell, Ky., and has
represented a variety of debtors and creditors in chapter 7, 11 and 13 in the areas of bankruptcy and
civil litigation. He also routinely represents chapter 7 trustees. He received his J.D. cum laude in 2007
from Northern Kentucky University Salmon P. Chase College of Law.

Michael L. Baker practices with the firm of Ziegler & Schneider PSC in Covington, Ky. He has
served as a member of the Panel of Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Trustees since 1984 in the Covington Divi-
sion of the Eastern District of Kentucky, and serves as trustee in the Frankfort Division of the Eastern
District. Mr. Baker founded the Bankruptcy Section of the Northern Kentucky Bar Association and
presided as its chair for several years. He also co-founded the Bankruptcy Section of the Kentucky
Bar Association, of which he chaired. Mr. Baker has chaired the annual Bankruptcy Seminar for the
Northern Kentucky Bar Association for several years and currently serves on the advisory board of
ABI’s Midwest Regional Bankruptcy Seminar. A frequent speaker, he is admitted to practice in Ken-
tucky and Ohio. Mr. Baker co-authored an article entitled “Title Examinations in Kentucky,” which
has been published by the Kentucky Bar Association, as well as “The Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Trustee
and the Bankruptcy Estate,” published by the University of Kentucky in its Consumer Bankruptcy
Practices in Kentucky, Chapter 7 Practice series. In addition, he authored an article for the Kentucky
Bench and Bar titled, “Means Testing - Do the Numbers Add Up?,” which was published in the July
2011 issue. Mr. Baker received his J.D. from the University of Louisville Salmon P. Chase College
of Law.

T. Kent Barber is the managing member of Barber Law PLLC in Lexington, Ky., where his bank-
ruptcy and bankruptcy litigation practice includes the representation of debtors in all chapters of
bankruptcy, as well as trustees, creditors and creditor committees. He also represents clients in com-
mercial real estate matters. Mr. Barber previously served as the president of the Bankruptcy Section
of the Fayette County Bar Association. He has been named a “Rising Star” in Super Lawyers in 2014
and 2015. Mr. Barber recevied his undergraduate degree from Morehead State University and his J.D.
from the University of Kentucky School of Law.
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Thomas L. Canary, Jr. is a senior attorney with Reimer Law Co. in Louisville, Ky., where he con-
centrates his practice in the areas of bankruptcy, replevin and creditors’ rights. He is admitted to prac-
tice in Kentucky, Indiana, West Virginia and Ohio, as well as the federal district courts in all those
states and the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals. Mr Canary is the former president and shareholder of
the firm of Mapother & Mapother, P.S.C. and received the National Creditors Bar Association Presi-
dent’s Award in 2009. He currently serves on that organization’s board of directors and is co-chair
of its educational committee and Bankruptcy Section. Mr. Canary is the current author and editor
of Kentucky Collections, published by Thompson Reuters, and is a frequent writer and lecturer on
bankruptcy and creditor’s rights. He received his B.S. with honors from the University of Kentucky
in 1981 and his J.D. from the University of Kentucky College of Law in 1984.

Tae Dempsey is a special agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigation in Cincinnati. Prior to join-
ing the FBI, he was a security and privacy services consultant for a Big Four firm and an information
security officer and vice president for a global financial services institution.

Hon. Joan N. Feeney is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Massachusetts in Boston, ini-
tially appointed in 1992. She served as Chief Judge from 2002-06 and is Chief Judge of the First
Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel. Judge Feeney is the business manager of the American Bank-
ruptcy Law Journal, for which she served as an associate editor from 2013-16. She is a Fellow, vice
president and a member of the board of directors of the American College of Bankruptcy, and served
for three years on its Board of Regents. Judge Feeney is a co-author of the Bankruptcy Law Manual,
a two-volume treatise published by Thomson Reuters, and of a book for consumers, The Road Out of
Debt, published by John Wiley & Sons. She was president of the National Conference of Bankruptcy
Judges from 2011-12 and has served that organization in numerous capacities, including on its board
of governors, as chair of its Newsletter Committee, as editor-in-chief and reporter for Conference
News, and on special projects. Judge Feeney is a founder and co-chair of the M. Ellen Carpenter
Financial Literacy Project, a joint venture of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Massachu-
setts and the Boston Bar Association. She was a member of the International Judicial Relations Com-
mittee of the Judicial Conference of the United States from 2006-12, hosting many delegations of
foreign judges in the U.S. and traveling to foreign countries on behalf of the federal judiciary. Judge
Feeney chairs the Massachusetts Bankruptcy Court’s Pro Bono Committee and was co-chair of the
Massachusetts Local Rules Committee for many years. She also served for several years on ABI’s
Board of Directors and as judicial chair of several regional ABI educational programs, in addition to
being a frequent ABI panelist. Prior to her appointment, Judge Feeney was an associate and partner
in the Boston law firm Hanify & King, P.C., was a career law clerk to the Hon. James N. Gabriel,
U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Massachusetts, and a partner in the Boston law firm Fee-
ney & Freeley, where her practice included service as a trustee on the U.S. Trustee’s private panel of
trustees. She received the Boston Bar Association’s Haskell Cohn Award for Distinguished Judicial
Service, and in 2009 the American College of Bankruptcy First Circuit Fellows recognized her for her
contributions to bankruptcy jurisprudence and practice. She is also the 2018 recipient of the Charles
P. Normandin Award of Lifetime Achievement from the Boston Bar Association. Judge Feeney is a
graduate of Connecticut College and Suffolk University Law School.

Rick Flynn, CPA is president and CEO of Flynn & Company and specializes in tax, audit, strategic
planning and business consulting. Previously, he was a senior manager with EY and a staff accoun-
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tant at Price Waterhouse Coopers. Mr. Flynn received his B.S. in accounting from the University of
Cincinnati Carl H. Linder College of Business.

Edward T. Gavin, CTP is a managing director and founding partner of Gavin/Solmonese LLC in
Wilmington, Del., where he leads the firm’s Restructuring and Fiduciary Services Practice and spe-
cializes specializes in complex bankruptcy matters, representing debtors, creditors and committees as
financial advisor, asset sale advisor, chief restructuring officer or in other responsible party roles. He
is frequently called upon to provide expert testimony in matters involving breach-of-fiduciary-duty
and bankruptcy matters, including preferences. In addition, he is frequently appointed liquidating
trustee, litigation trustee or plan administrator for post-confirmation liquidating trusts. Mr. Gavin is
ABI’s President and previously served as ABI’s Vice-President-Development. He also co-chaired
ABTI’s Financial Advisors & Investment Banking Committee, was co-chair and education director of
ABI’s Ethics Committee, and served on ABI’s Civility Task Force and the ABI National Ethics Stan-
dards Task Force, leading that group’s Committee Solicitation Protocols Subcommittee. Mr. Gavin is
a 30th Anniversary Circle contributor to ABI’s Endowment Fund and co-chaired ABI’s Mid-Atlantic
Bankruptcy Workshop from 2009-14. He also co-authored ABI’s Chief Restructuring Officer’s Guide
to Bankruptcy and writes the “Turnaround Tactics” blog for Forbes. He is on Twitter as @tedgavin.
Mr. Gavin attended the University of the Arts in Philadelphia, studying music theory and education.

Hon. Robert E. Gerber is Of Counsel with Joseph Hage Aaronson in New York and a retired U.S.
Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of New York in New York, appointed in 2000 and reap-
pointed in 2014. He assumed recall status in January 2015 and retired in January 2016. Judge Gerber
offers services in bankruptcy and commercial arbitration, mediation, fiduciary work and consulting,
among others. While on the bench, Judge Gerber presided over a wide variety of chapter 11, chapter
7, chapter 15, § 304 and SIPA cases, including PSINet, Ames Department Stores, Global Crossing,
Adelphia, ABIZ, Basis Yield Alpha Fund, Lyondell Chemical, BearingPoint, DBSD North America,
Chemtura, Pinnacle Airlines, Houghton-Mifflin Harcourt and General Motors. He presided over
more than 20 cases with over $100 million in debt, including 10 with over $1 billion in debt. Judge
Gerber has published roughly 200 opinions, principally in the business bankruptcy and corporate
governance areas, and throughout his tenure on the bench was named one of the nation’s outstanding
bankruptcy judges six times. Prior to taking the bench, he practiced with the firm of Fried, Frank, Har-
ris, Shriver & Jacobson in New York City, specializing in securities and commercial litigation and,
thereafter, bankruptcy litigation and counseling. He is an adjunct professor of law at Columbia Law
School (where he teaches Columbia’s Advanced Bankruptcy Seminar), a contributing author to Col-
lier on Bankruptcy, and a Fellow and former director of the American College of Bankruptcy. Judge
Gerber earned his B.S. with high honors in industrial engineering from Rutgers University in 1967
and his J.D. magna cum laude from Columbia Law School in 1970, where he was a Harlan Fiske
Stone Scholar and a James Kent Scholar. He then served as a First Lieutenant in the U.S. Air Force
from 1971-72.

Eric W. Goering is partner with the law firm of Goering & Goering, LLC in Cincinnati and has more
than 20 years of experience in bankruptcy law. His practice concentrates in business and consumer
bankruptcy, including loan workouts and commercial loan restructuring for the large business client.
He handles an average of 100 cases per month as trustee and debtor’s counsel. Mr. Goering was ap-
pointed in 2003 as a chapter 7 trustee in the Southern District of Ohio. He is a past president of the
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Cincinnati Bar Association, a member of the Judicial Liaison Committee, Bankruptcy Local Rules
Committee and Volunteer Lawyers, and an executive committee member of ABI’s Midwest Regional
Bankruptcy Seminar. He is also a frequent lecturer throughout the country regarding chapter 7, 11 and
13 bankruptcy issues. Mr. Goering received his B.A. in economics from Denison University in 1989
and his J.D. from Salmon P. Chase College of Law in 1992.

Robert A. Goering, Sr. is Of Counsel with Goering & Goering, LLC in Cincinnati, where focuses
on workout strategies for financially challenged businesses. He’s also an adjunct professor of law
at the Salmon P. Chase College of Law and has taught bankruptcy courses since 1974. Mr. Goering
has broad experience in representing individuals and businesses in private workouts and bankruptcy
proceedings. He has been certified by the American Board of Certification in Business and Consumer
Bankruptcy since 1992 and received the Award of Merit from the Ohio Legal Center Institute. Mr.
Goering is a member of the Cincinnati, Ohio State, Northern Kentucky and Cincinnati Bar Associa-
tions and sits on the Northern Kentucky Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Committee. He is also a past
chairman of the Cincinnati Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Committee and has served on local panels
to create and amend local bankruptcy rules, and is a founding member of ABI’s Midwest Regional
Bankruptcy Seminar. Mr. Goering received his B.A. from Yale University and his LL.B. from Salmon
P. Chase College of Law.

Geoffrey S. Goodman is a partner and litigation lawyer with Foley & Lardner LLP in Chicago,
where his practice covers broad areas of bankruptcy and insolvency law and has focused on commod-
ities and securities bankruptcies, as well as health care and energy bankruptcies. He is vice chair for
the firm’s Bankruptcy & Business Reorganizations Practice and a member of its Appellate Practice.
Mr. Goodman has represented chapter 11 debtors, official creditors’ committees, ad hoc committees,
trustees, secured lenders, purchasers of assets and unsecured creditors in chapter 11 cases, includ-
ing some of the largest chapter 11 cases in the country. In addition, he counsels clients in liquida-
tions, workouts, assignments for the benefit of creditors and transactions, and handles bankruptcy and
creditors’ rights litigation in both federal and state court. Mr. Goodman has experience in the area of
commodities and securities bankruptcies, having represented a consortium of customers holding over
$100 million in claims in the MF Global bankruptcy case and serving as special commodities counsel
to the chapter 7 trustee in the Peregrine Financial Group, Inc. bankruptcy. Mr. Goodman also served
as counsel to one of the largest creditors in the multi-billion dollar chapter 11 case of /n re Refco, Inc.
in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of New York and as counsel to an ad hoc com-
mittee of customers in the billion dollar case of In re Sentinel Management Group, Inc. in the U.S.
Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District of Illinois. He has counseled large mutual funds, hedge
funds, futures commission merchants, exchanges and other entities in this area. His practice also cov-
ers the areas of health care and energy bankruptcies, having served as counsel to the debtor and large
secured and unsecured creditors in significant health care cases and counsel to the creditors’ commit-
tee in the large chapter 11 cases of coal companies Horizon Natural Resources Co., Trinity Coal Corp.
and Black Diamond Mining Company, LLC. Prior to joining Foley, Mr. Goodman clerked for Hon.
Francis D. Murnaghan, Jr. of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit. He received his B.A.
in political science with honors in 1996 from Illinois Wesleyan University and his J.D. summa cum
laude in 1999 from the University of Illinois College of Law, where he was notes editor of the Law
Review and elected to the Order of the Coif.
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Timothy J. Hurley is a partner in Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP’s Business Restructuring, Bank-
ruptcy and Creditor Rights group in Cincinnati. He has chaired the group for more than 20 years and
played a key role in starting the practice at Taft. He is also a member of the firm’s Litigation group.
For more than 35 years, Mr. Hurley has represented debtors, creditors, committees, indenture trust-
ees, buyers, landlords, insurance companies and executors both in out-of-court workout agreements
and restructurings and in chapter 11 cases throughout the U.S. These representations encompass all
types of complex transactions and litigation involving financially distressed businesses and assets
and include the negotiation and formulation of out-of-court restructuring arrangements and chapter
11 reorganization plans, the acquisition and sale of assets and claims, the prosecution and defense of
preference and fraudulent-conveyance claims and motions related to stay relief, the formation and
implementation of credit policies and procedures, and the structuring of loans and other financing
arrangements involving debtor-in-possession financing, letters of credit, leasing and floor-planning.
Mr. Hurley frequently lectures on debt-restructuring, workouts and bankruptcy matters. His presen-
tations have been broadcast nationally and carried on Court TV, and his articles have been featured
in trade magazines and newspapers. He also serves on the executive committee of ABI’s Midwest
Regional Bankruptcy Seminar. Mr. Hurley is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell and was
named a The Best Lawyers in America “Lawyer of the Year” in the Litigation - Bankruptcy category
in 2016. He was also the first, and currently the only, Cincinnati attorney to be included in Woodward/
White s Best Lawyers in Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law
for more than 25 years, and is included in its Bet-the-Company Litigation, Commercial Litigation
and Litigation-Bankruptcy categories. Mr. Hurley has been recognized in every edition of Chambers
USA: America’s Leading Business Lawyers, and has been named one of Ohio’s Top 100 Lawyers five
times and one of Cincinnati’s Top 50 Lawyers six times in the Super Lawyers edition of Cincinnati
Magazine. He has also been listed in every Leading Lawyer edition of the magazine. Mr. Hurley
received his H.A.B. summa cum laude in 1973 from Xavier University and his J.D. in 1976 from St.
Louis University School of Law, where he was class valedictorian.

John G. Jansing is a member of the law firm of Altick & Corwin Co., L.P.A. in Dayton, Ohio. Before
joining Altick in 2011, he was a partner at the law firm of Hedrick & Jordan Co. LPA. He has been
in practice for 30 years and focuses primarily on creditor rights and creditor bankruptcy issues. Mr.
Jansing was appointed to the panel of Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Trustees for Dayton and Springfield,
Ohio in 2009. He handles approximately 600-700 trustee cases each year, as well as collection work
and real estate matters. Previously, Mr. Jansing clerked at the Ohio Second District Court of Appeals
in Dayton and managed a title agency in Cincinnati. He received his bachelor’s degree cum laude
from the University of Cincinnati in 1985 and his J.D. from the University of Dayton School of Law
in 1988.

Ellen Arvin Kennedy is a partner in the Lexington, Ky., office of Dinsmore & Shohl, LLP, where she
handles commercial bankruptcy, insolvency and creditors’ rights matters, including advising chap-
ter 11 and liquidating trustees and both creditors and debtors in complex liquidations and corporate
wind-downs. She also guides investment groups through the purchase, reorganization and sale of
companies and distressed assets, often within the health care and mining industries. Ms. Kennedy
chaired the Bankruptcy Section of the Kentucky Bar Association in 2008 and 2010 and frequently
lectures on bankruptcy practice throughout the state. She was selected to serve two rotations on the
Local Bankruptcy Rules Committee for the Eastern District of Kentucky, which included a series
of work sessions with the Western District Committee and court to unify bankruptcy practice rules
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throughout the state. Ms. Kennedy received her B.A. cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa in 1997 from
Centre College and her J.D. in 2000 from the University of Kentucky College of Law, where she was
a member of its Moot Court Board and First Amendment Moot Court Team.

Dean A. Langdon practices with DelCotto Law Group PLLC, a bankruptcy and restructuring firm in
Lexington, Ky., where he primarily handles bankruptcy reorganizations and out-of-court workouts,
as well as complex individual bankruptcies. He has represented debtors, creditors’ committees and
creditors in chapter 7, 11 and 13 cases. Mr. Langdon is a past president of the Kentucky Bar Associa-
tion’s Bankruptcy Section and the Mediation Center of Kentucky. He has been honored to be named
one of the Top 50 attorneys in Kentucky by Super Lawyers for 2018, and he was named Lexington’s
“Lawyer of the Year” for Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization
Law in the 2014 edition of The Best Lawyers in America and for Litigation — Bankruptcy in the 2015
edition. Mr. Langdon is a graduate of Centre College and the University of Kentucky College of Law,
and is licensed to practice in Kentucky, the Sixth Circuit and the U.S. Supreme Court.

Kim Martin Lewis chairs Dinsmore & Shohl LLP’s Bankruptcy and Restructuring Practice Group in
Cincinnati, where her practice focuses primarily on corporate reorganization, insolvency, financing,
workout and bankruptcy law. She represents debtors, purchasers, creditors’ committees, unsecured
creditors, secured creditors and equity-holders, and frequently provides advice regarding out-of-court
corporate reorganizations, corporate and finance matters, and acquiring assets out of bankruptcy.
Ms. Lewis has served as restructuring counsel in the chapter 11 bankruptcies of Ormet Corporation,
Milacron Inc., The Wornick Co. and Huffy Corp., among others. She is a Fellow in the American
College of Bankruptcy and is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of
Certification.Ms. Lewis is a member of ABI, the Cincinnati and Ohio State Bar Associations, and the
Executive Committee of the Midwest Regional Bankruptcy Seminar. She successfully argued a case
before the U.S. Supreme Court in Central Virginia Community College, et al. v. Bernard Katz (Case
No. 04-885). Ms. Lewis has been listed in Chambers USA as a Chambers’ Band 1 top bankruptcy law-
yer in Ohio since 2004, is listed in Ohio Super Lawyers and “Ohio Super Lawyers Top 50 Women” by
Law & Politics, and is listed in The Best Lawyers in America. Ms. Lewis received her B.S. from Ball
State University in 1984 and her J.D. from Southwestern University School of Law in 1987.

Pamela N. Maggied is a sole practitioner with Pamela N. Maggied Co., L.P.A. in Columbus, Ohio,
and her law practice has been devoted to the bankruptcy and insolvency areas since 1980. She has
been Board Certified in Consumer Bankruptcy Law since 1993, and has been a member of NACBA
since 1992. Ms. Maggied is a Columbus Bar Foundation Fellow and a member of the Columbus Bar
Association. She is also a member of ABI and its Midwest Regional Bankruptcy Seminar planning
committee. Ms. Maggied has been active in the Columbus Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Committee
since 1981, and was a member of the committee that drafted the pre-CMECEF rules of practice for the
bankruptcy courts in Columbus, Cincinnati and Dayton. She has been recognized as an Ohio Super
Lawyer each year since 2007. Ms. Maggied received her undergraduate degree summa cum laude in
1975 from Ohio University and her J.D. in 1979 from The Ohio State University College of Law.

Jeffrey A. Marks is a partner with Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease LLP’s in Cincinnati and a
member of the finance, energy and real estate group. He leads the Cincinnati office’s bankruptcy and
creditors’ rights practice and has more than 35 years of experience in bankruptcy and insolvency
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law. His insolvency practice focuses on chapter 11 reorganizations and other commercial bankruptcy
proceedings and litigation; debtors’ and creditors’ rights; and out-of-court workouts and restructur-
ings. He also counsels clients involved in secured lending and related workout arrangements, with
emphasis in personal property/asset-based lending activities, including senior secured, mezzanine,
first/second lien and unitranche financings. Mr. Marks is a past president of the Tri-State Associa-
tion for Corporate Renewal. He is also a member and past chair of the Cincinnati Bar Association’s
Bankruptcy Law Committee, a member of ABI and a past member of the Local Bankruptcy Rules
Advisory Committee for the Southern District of Ohio. Mr. Marks was previously a principal in the
Cincinnati office of Squire Patton Boggs. He has presented on numerous bankruptcy and insolvency
related topics, including recent presentations at the Southern District of Ohio Bankruptcy Bench-Bar
Conference, ABI’s Central States Bankruptcy Workshop, the University of Cincinnati College of Law
— Institute for the Global Practice of Law, the Midwest Regional Bankruptcy Seminar, the Columbus
Bar Association and the Capital University Law School Graduate Program. Mr. Marks received his
B.A. in 1977 from The Ohio State University and his J.D. from the University of Cincinnati College
of Law in 1980, where he was student articles editor of the University of Cincinnati Law Review.

Brian H. Meldrum is an attorney with Kaplan Johnson Abate & Bird in Louisville, Ky., and focuses
his practice on complex insolvency-related matters, including workouts, restructuring, bankruptcy,
receiverships and bankruptcy litigation. He has represented borrowers, lenders, creditors’ commit-
tees, examiners, trustees, receivers, avoidance action defendants and asset-purchasers. In addition, he
represents corporate clients in commercial litigation in state and federal courts. Previously, Mr. Mel-
drum was a partner at a large regional law firm from 2007-18 and an attorney at Jenner & Block LLP
in Chicago from 2000-07. He received his B.A. with highest distinction in 1997 from the University
of Michigan and his J.D. in 1999 from the University of Michigan Law School.

David J. Myers is both an attorney and co-owner of cyber/tech consulting firm SpliceNet in Cincin-
nati. As a lawyer, he helps small and mid-size businesses manage the growing risks posed by their
digital activities. He advises on information security, data privacy, data breach incident response
planning, and trade secret protection. As a technology advisor, Mr. Myers has spent the last de-
cade helping attorneys develop strategic vision, improve business and workflow processes, navigate
technological changes sweeping the industry, and build secure and profitable law practices. He is a
frequent speaker on cybersecurity, artificial intelligence in the modern law firm, legal financial man-
agement via appropriate KPIs, the ethics of cloud computing for lawyers, legal application selection,
productivity tricks for lawyers and more. Mr. Myers received his B.B.A. cum laude from the Uni-
versity of Cincinnati in 2001 and his J.D. magna cum laude from the University of Notre Dame Law
School in May 2004.

Hon. Mark P. Painter is Of Counsel with Helmer, Martins, Rice & Popham, LPA in Cincinnati and
a retired judge who served in Ohio for 30 years. He was elected to the Ohio Court of Appeals in 1994
and re-elected without opposition in 2000 and 2006. Previously, he served on the Hamilton County
(Cincinnati) Municipal Court for 13 years. In 2009, Judge Painter was elected by the General Assem-
bly of the United Nations to the United Nations Appeals Tribunal. He was the only American on the
seven-member court. He left the UN court in 2012. Judge Painter practiced law for nine years before
becoming a judge. More than 400 of his decisions were published nationally, making him one of the
most published judges ever. His opinions have been cited as precedent more than 3,500 times in legal
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encyclopedias, treatises, law reviews and other cases. One of his opinions was named one of the six
best in the nation for 2005. For 20 years (18 editions), Judge Painter was the author of Ohio Driving
Under the Influence Law, the only textbook on DUI in Ohio. He also co-authored Ohio Appellate
Practice and wrote four law review articles, 160 articles for other journals, internet biographies of
Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr., William Howard Taft and Warren Harding, and a biography, William
Howard Taft: President and Chief Justice. His book Write Well: 25 Rules to Improve Your Business
and Professional Writing was published in 2007, and The Legal Writer: 40 Rules for the Art of Legal
Writing, which came out in 2003, is now in its fifth edition (2018). As an adjunct professor of law at
the U.C. College of Law for 20 years, Judge Painter taught agency and partnership for 13 years and
advanced legal writing for seven years. He was named Distinguished Visiting Professor for 2008 and-
has lectured at more than 260 seminars for the Ohio Judicial College, the Ohio State Bar Association,
Professional Education Systems Institute, the National Institute for Trial Advocacy, and countless
firms and bar associations nationwide. In 2008, he traveled to Malaysia as one of four international
experts on plain-language legal writing, and in 2010, he spoke at the Fifth International Conference
on Administrative Justice in Montreal. Judge Painter received his B.A. from the University of Cincin-
nati in 1970 and his J.D. at the University of Cincinnati College of Law in 1973.

John B. Pidcock is a managing director with Conway MacKenzie, Inc. in Dayton, Ohio, and provides
turnaround management services to companies in a variety of industries in crisis situations. He has
particular expertise in performing post-confirmation debtor work and creditor committee representa-
tion. Mr. Pidcock has more than 10 years of experience in the restructuring industry and has provided
a full range of crisis-management services to underperforming companies and their constituencies,
including interim management and debtor advisory, bankruptcy preparation and management, post-
merger integration, debt restructuring and refinancing, and post-confirmation creditor advisory. Pre-
viously, he was a director at Bridge Associates LLC for seven years and a manager at Deloitte Con-
sulting for three years. Some of Mr. Pidcock’s recent experience includes, among others, providing
financial advisory services to the unsecured creditors’ committee of Tarpon Industries and Marcal Pa-
per, and managing the post-confirmation winddown of Polaroid Corp. He has also provided financial
advisory services to other parties such as United Airlines, Roberd’s Inc., InaCom Corp. and Spartan
Mills, as well as a large health care provider. Mr. Pidcock is member of ABI, served on the advisory
board for its New York City Bankruptcy Conference and has participated in panel discussions on vari-
ous topics. He is also a member of the Turnaround Management Association. Mr. Pidcock received
his B.S. from Miami University of Ohio and his M.B.A. from Indiana University.

Raymond J. Pikna, Jr. is an attorney with the Cincinnati law firm of Wood & Lamping LLP, where
he practices in the firm’s Litigation, Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights, and Business practice groups.
He has more than 35 years of legal experience representing clients in state and federal trial and appel-
late courts in commercial litigation and in all aspects of bankruptcy cases and adversary proceedings,
with an emphasis in the representation of parties in chapter 11 reorganization cases and workouts. His
clients in chapter 11 cases have included debtors in possession in a wide variety of industries, secured
and unsecured creditors, creditors’ committees, federal and state governmental units, and bankruptcy
trustees. Mr. Pikna began his career as a law clerk for Hon. D.J. Kelleher, Chief Bankruptcy Judge
for the Southern District of Ohio, when the Bankruptcy Code first became effective. He appeared
before the U.S. Supreme Court to argue United States v. Noland, 517 U.S. 535 (1996), and he is a
frequent speaker on bankruptcy topics at CLE programs throughout Ohio. He currently serves on the
advisory board for ABI’s Midwest Regional Bankruptcy Seminar. Mr. Pikna formerly served on the
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Advisory Committee for the Local Bankruptcy Rules for the Southern District of Ohio, as chair of the
Bankruptcy Committees of the Dayton and Cincinnati Bar Associations, as trustee of the Thomas F.
Waldron American Bankruptcy Law Forum, and as a director and as legal counsel for the University
of Notre Dame Monogram Club. He received his undergraduate degree from the University of Notre
Dame and his J.D. from Case Western Reserve University School of Law.

Hon. C. Kathryn Preston is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Ohio in Columbus.
After law school, she clerked for Hon. Alexander L. Paskay in Tampa, Fla., and later for Hon. Donald
E. Calhoun, Jr. In between clerkships, she practiced law with the boutique bankruptcy firm of Stichter
& Riedel, PA in Tampa. After clerking for Judge Calhoun, she joined the legal department of a large
regional bank, where she had a general business practice, including bankruptcy and loan workouts.
During her tenure at the bank, she also took a segue into the business arena, when she supervised
management of the bank’s troubled commercial loan portfolio. On Jan. 1, 2012, Judge Preston was
appointed to the Sixth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel; she was reappointed in January 2015, and
served as chief judge of the BAP from January 2015 to October 2017. She is a member of the National
Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, The Florida Bar, Columbus Bar Association, Women Lawyers of
Franklin County, ABI, and other bar associations and community organizations. Judge Preston re-
ceived her B.A. from Stetson University and her J.D. from Stetson University College of Law.

Prof. Nancy B. Rapoport is the special counsel to the president of the University of Nevada, Las
Vegas in Las Vegas. She is also the Garman Turner Gordon Professor of Law at the William S. Boyd
School of Law, University of Nevada, Las Vegas, and is an affiliate professor of business law and eth-
ics in the Lee Business School at UNLV. Previously, she clerked for Hon. Joseph T. Sneed III on the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, then practiced primarily bankruptcy law with Morrison
& Foerster in San Francisco from 1986-91. Prof. Rapoport started her academic career at The Ohio
State University College of Law in 1991, moving from assistant professor to associate professor with
tenure in 1995 to associate dean for student affairs (1996) and professor (1998), just as she left Ohio
State to become dean and professor of law at the University of Nebraska College of Law. She served
as dean of the University of Nebraska College of Law from 1998-2000, then served as dean and pro-
fessor of law at the University of Houston Law Center from July 2000-May 2006 and as professor of
law from June 2006-June 2007, when she left to join the faculty at Boyd. She served as interim dean
of Boyd from 2012-13, as senior advisor to the president of UNLV from 2014-15, as acting executive
vice president and provost from 2015-16, and as acting senior vice president for finance and business
(for July and August 2017). Prof. Rapoport received her B.A. summa cum laude from Rice University
in 1982 and her J.D. from Stanford Law School in 1985.

Scott T. Rickman is partner in charge of Morgan & Pottinger, P.S.C.’s Lexington, Ky., office and
is a member of the firm’s executive committee. He focuses primarily on representing lenders in
problem-loan scenarios. In addition to representing creditors in chapter 7, 11 and 13 bankruptcy cases
(including bankruptcy-related litigation), Mr. Rickman’s areas of practice also include foreclosure,
workouts, receivership and lender-liability defense. He has assisted in obtaining possession of almost
every type of collateral known to secured creditors. Mr. Rickman is recognized by The Best Lawyers
in America in the fields of Bankruptcy and Creditors Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law, as
well as in Mortgage Banking Foreclosure Law. He is also recognized by Super Lawyers in the area
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of Creditor Debtor Rights. Mr. Rickman received his undergraduate degree from the University of
Tennessee at Martin in 1981 and his J.D. from the University of Kentucky College of Law in 1984.

William J. Rochelle, III is ABI’s Editor-at-Large and resides in New York. Previously, he published
for Bloomberg from 2007-15. Prior to his second career in journalism, Mr. Rochelle practiced bank-
ruptcy law for 35 years, including 17 years as a partner in the New York office of Fulbright & Jawor-
ski LLP. In addition to writing, he travels the country for ABI, speaking to bar groups and profes-
sional organizations on hot topics in the turnaround community and trends in consumer bankruptcies.
Mr. Rochelle earned his undergraduate and law degrees from Columbia University, where he was a
Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar.

Hon. Gregory R. Schaaf is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Kentucky in Lex-
ington, appointed on Oct. 1, 2012. Prior to coming to the bench, he practiced in the areas of commer-
cial reorganizations, including bankruptcies and workouts, and commercial transactions, including
energy-related matters. He represented debtors, creditors’ committees, trustees and individual credi-
tors. Judge Schaaf is a CPA and worked as a solicitor in London from 1997-99, handling corporate
matters and real estate transactions for English, Russian and American clients. He is a Fellow of the
American College of Bankruptcy and is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law and Consumer
Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification. Judge Schaaf received his B.B. in account-
ing and his B.S. in law enforcement administration from Western Illinois University in 1984 with
high honors, and his J.D. in 1991 from the University of Kentucky College of Law, where he was a
member of the Order of the Coif and participated in its national moot court team and on its moot court
board, as well as on the school’s Journal of Mineral Law and Policy.

Jason B. Sims is a partner with Dinsmore & Shohl LLP in Cincinnati and has experience handling
general corporate issues for businesses in an array of industries, from industrial clients to multi-
national transportation companies. He advises clients through a wide range of matters, including
mergers and acquisitions, divestitures, supply-chain agreements, licensing arrangements, lease fi-
nancing and corporate governance. He also routinely counsels clients on private securities matters
and offerings, including capital-raising efforts and private debt securities. Mr. Sims’s clients represent
businesses of all sizes, spanning from Fortune 500 multi-nationals to entrepreneurial ventures. He
routinely represents companies in several industries, including energy, natural resources, transporta-
tion, manufacturing, construction services, technology and consumer goods. Mr. Sims received his
B.S. cum laude in 1986 from Wright State University and his J.D. in 1993 from the University of
Cincinnati College of Law.

Hon. Jessica E. Price Smith is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Ohio in Cleve-
land, appointed on Aug. 22, 2011. She is the first African American woman to be appointed to the
Northern District of Ohio’s bankruptcy court. Prior to joining the bench, Judge Price Smith’s practice
focused on commercial bankruptcy and corporate debt restructurings at Brouse McDowell, where she
became the firm’s first African American partner. She received her undergraduate degree from Miami
University and her J.D. from Ohio Northern University.
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Grant T. Stein is a senior partner with Alston & Bird LLP’s Bankruptcy & Financial Restructuring
Group in Atlanta, where he represents debtors, fiduciaries, secured and unsecured creditors, and as-
set-purchasers in complex and difficult out-of-court debt restructurings, bankruptcy cases, and finan-
cial transactions throughout the U.S. and internationally. He regularly represents officers, directors
and other parties in insolvency-related litigation of all kinds. His restructuring experience includes
health care, manufacturing, real estate, wholesale, retail, aviation, communications, technology and
intellectual property issues, and he has done substantial work in receiverships and assignments for the
benefit of creditors. Mr. Grant is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and currently is a
vice president of the College. He is also a past president of the Association of Insolvency and Restruc-
turing Advisors and the Southeastern Bankruptcy Law Institute, and is currently serving as Master of
the Bench and Counselor for the Drake Georgia Bankruptcy American Inn of Court. Mr. Grant has
been named in Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for Business and has been listed in The
Best Lawyers in America since 1999 and Super Lawyers since 2004. He previously clerked for Hon.
W. Homer Drake and has written numerous articles, and he regularly lectures around the country. Mr.
Grant received his B.B.A. in 1978 from Emory University and his J.D. in 1981 from the University
of Georgia.

Casey M. Cantrell Swartz is senior counsel in Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP’s business restruc-
turing, bankruptcy, and creditor rights practice group in Cincinnati and has substantial experience
in bankruptcy, workouts, and restructurings. She currently focuses on business insolvency, creditor
rights and chapter 11, but previously handled consumer matters. Ms. Cantrell Swartz clerked for Hon.
Beth A. Buchanan and Hon. J. Vincent Aug prior to joining Taft. She is currently studying legal proj-
ect management methods and is focused on innovation in the delivery of legal services. Ms. Cantrell
Swartz serves on the executive committee of the Midwest Regional Bankruptcy Institute and is vice
president of the Tri-State Association for Corporate Renewal. She previously chaired the judicial
liaison committee for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of Ohio at Cincinnati, and
she is a past chair of the Cincinnati Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Committee. Ms. Cantrell Swartz
graduated from the Cincinnati Academy of Leadership for Lawyers (CALL) and is a member of the
Cincinnati USA Regional Chamber of Commerce’s WE Lead Class 11.

Hon. Frank W. Volk is Chief Judge of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of West
Virginia in Charleston, appointed in October 2015. He previously worked in private practice with
the law firm of Steptoe & Johnson. Judge Volk has taught part time at the West Virginia University
College of Law for over a decade, teaching courses in federal civil rights, bankruptcy and advanced
bankruptcy. He has also authored a number of bankruptcy articles. Judge Volk is admitted to practice
in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit, the U.S. District Court for the Southern District
of West Virginia, the West Virginia Bar and the Pennsylvania Bar. He previously worked for Fourth
Circuit Court of Appeals Judge M. Blane Michael and District Judges Charles H. Haden II and John
T. Copenhaver, Jr. Since 2005, Judge Volk has simultaneously served as informal counsel to the
district court en banc and is a permanent member of the Fourth Circuit Judicial Conference. He has
contributed volunteer service to ABI for many years, most recently as a coordinating editor for the
ABI Journal’s Problems in the Code column. Judge Volk received his J.D. in 1992 from West Virginia
University College of Law, where he served as editor-in-chief of the West Virginia Law Review and
attained the Order of the Coif.



