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Adam M. Back is a member of Stoll Keenon Ogden PLLC in Lexington, Ky., where he advises
clients in variety of bankruptcy and insolvency matters. Recently, he successfully argued before the
Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals concerning questions of substantive consolidation and reverse veil-
piercing, obtained an order denying confirmation of a chapter 11 plan based on artificial impairment
of an unsecured creditor’s claim, and was granted summary judgment on liability in a nondischarge-
ability action under § 523(a)(6). He is currently serving as the chapter 11 trustee for various health
care clinics in Kentucky. Mr. Back represented a bank holding company in its chapter 11 bankruptcy
— the first of its kind in Kentucky courts — through which the the bank was sold via a § 363 sale. He
also helped represent the largest secured creditor in one of Kentucky’s first chapter 9 cases. Mr. Back
is experienced in complex bankruptcy matters as well as workouts and other debtor-creditor negotia-
tions. In addition to his bankruptcy practice, he has an active commercial litigation practice in both
federal and state courts and regularly provides counsel concerning federal workforce development
issues, including application of the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act. Mr. Back received his
B.A. cum laude in 199 from Eastern Kentucky University and his J.D. in 2005 from the University
of Kentucky College of Law.

Dan A. Bailey chairs Bailey Cavalieri LLC’s “D&O” practice group in Columbus, Ohio, and repre-
sents directors and officers, corporations and insurance companies relating to corporate governance
matters. He has been involved in most of the largest D&O lawsuits in the country for more than 25
years. In addition to publishing dozens of articles on the subject, Mr. Bailey co-authored Liability of
Corporate Officers and Directors (8th ed.), which is cited as the standard treatise on the topic. He
received his B.S. cum laude in 1975 from Bowling Green State University and his J.D. with honors
in 1978 from Ohio State University.

Michael B. Baker is a solo practitioner with The Baker Firm PLLC in Fort Mitchell, Ky., and has
represented a variety of debtors and creditors in chapter 7, 11 and 13 in the areas of bankruptcy and
civil litigation. He also routinely represents chapter 7 trustees. He received his J.D. cum laude in 2007
from Northern Kentucky University Salmon P. Chase College of Law.

Stuart P. Brown is the owner of Stuart P. Brown, PLLC in Covington, Ky., where he focuses on the
practice of consumer bankruptcy and general representation of small businesses. Prior to establishing
his current office, he was an attorney with O’Hara, Ruberg, Taylor, Sloan & Sergent in Crestview
Hills, Ky. Mr. Brown is a member of the Kentucky Bar Association, Northern Kentucky Bar Associa-
tion and ABI. He has been a regular speaker on the topics of bankruptcy jurisdiction, representation of
owners of small businesses in bankruptcy, and the interplay between auctions and bankruptcy sales.
Mr. Brown received his B.A. in 1992 from the University of Kentucky and his J.D. in 1997 from
Northern Kentucky University.

Hon. Beth A. Buchanan is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Ohio in Cincinnati,
appointed on May 10, 2011. Prior to her appointment, she was a member of Frost Brown Todd LLC
in its Bankruptcy and Restructuring Practice Group, where she practiced exclusively in the areas of
bankruptcy and insolvency law, representing debtors, creditors’ committees, secured lenders and un-
secured creditors in numerous complex chapter 7, 11 and 15 bankruptcy proceedings. Prior to obtain-
ing her law degree, Judge Buchanan worked in banking for over eight years with two major financial
institutions. She is a member of ABI, the American Bar Association, the Thomas F. Waldron Ameri-
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can Bankruptcy Law Forum and the International Womens Insolvency & Restructuring Confedera-
tion, and she chairs the Chapter 11 Subcommittee and is a member of the Standing Committee of the
Local Bankruptcy Rules Committee for the Southern District of Ohio. Judge Buchanan received her
B.S.B.A. in 1986 from The Ohio State University and her J.D. summa cum laude in 1997 from the
University of Dayton School of Law.

Casey M. Cantrell Swartz is senior counsel in Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP’s business restruc-
turing, bankruptcy, and creditor rights practice group in Cincinnati and has substantial experience
in bankruptcy, workouts, and restructurings. She currently focuses on business insolvency, creditor
rights and chapter 11, but previously handled consumer matters. Ms. Cantrell Swartz clerked for Hon.
Beth A. Buchanan and Hon. J. Vincent Aug prior to joining Taft. She is currently studying legal proj-
ect management methods and is focused on innovation in the delivery of legal services. Ms. Cantrell
Swartz serves on the executive committee of the Midwest Regional Bankruptcy Institute and is vice
president of the Tri-State Association for Corporate Renewal. She previously chaired the judicial
liaison committee for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of Ohio at Cincinnati, and
she is a past chair of the Cincinnati Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Committee. Ms. Cantrell Swartz
graduated from the Cincinnati Academy of Leadership for Lawyers (CALL) and is a member of the
Cincinnati USA Regional Chamber of Commerce’s WE Lead Class 11.

Matthew D. Cutts is a partner with Squire Patton Boggs and co-chairs its Strategic Advocacy Public
Policy Practice in Washington, D.C. With an emphasis on team management and strategy design, his
public policy practice is enhanced by his complex litigation background, as well as his executive ex-
perience on the boards of directors for several nonprofit organizations. Separately, Mr. Cutts advises
clients on complex civil litigation and criminal cases involving corporate and business activities. His
civil litigation practice focuses on business dispute and fraud cases, and his criminal cases involve
business entities under investigation by state and federal authorities. He also counsels public officials
facing congressional or other federal investigations, and he is a member of the firm’s Recruitment
Committee. By mayoral appointment, Mr. Cutts chaired the Board of the D.C. Sports and Entertain-
ment Commission, an independent arm of the D.C. government responsible for promoting sports
and entertainment events in the D.C. Metro area. The Commission spearheaded the construction of
a $600 million baseball stadium for the Washington Nationals Major League Baseball (MLB) fran-
chise. Previously, Mr. Cutts served as the senior law clerk to Chief Judge Annice M. Wagner of the
District of Columbia Court of Appeals, where he worked on a host of issues ranging from complex
constitutional questions involving the First, Fourth and Fifth Amendments, to the application of the
rules of civil procedure. Also, as the senior law clerk, he worked extensively on administrative issues.
Mr. Cutts received his B.A. in 1994 from the University of Virginia and his J.D. in 1997 from the
University of Virginia School of Law.

J. Michael Debbeler is a partner with the Cincinnati law firm of Graydon Head & Ritchey LLP and
serves on the firm’s Executive Committee. He represents lenders in all facets of real estate and asset-
based liquidations and workouts. He also represents a wide array of clients with other real estate,
banking, bankruptcy, debtor/creditor and commercial litigation issues. Mr. Debbeler has lectured
to various groups on a variety of bankruptcy, real estate and creditors’ rights issues, and served as a
visiting instructor in law at the University of Cincinnati College of Law for a year following his law
school graduation. He is admitted to practice in Ohio and Kentucky, all U.S. District Courts in Ohio,
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Kentucky, Indiana and Michigan, and in the Sixth, Seventh and Federal Circuit Courts of Appeals.
Mr. Debbeler is a member of the Cincinnati, Ohio State, Kentucky and Northern Kentucky Bar Asso-
ciations. He is a past chair of the Bankruptcy Committee of the Cincinnati Bar Association, where he
remains a member, and he serves as a member in the American Bankruptcy Law Forum, is currently
serving on the advisory board of the Midwest Regional Bankruptcy Seminar, is a member of ABI and
is a past president and board member of the Tri-State Association for Corporate Renewal. Mr. Deb-
beler received his B.A. cum laude from the University of Kentucky and his J.D. from the University
of Cincinnati College of Law, where he was a member of Order of the Barrister.

Daniel F. Dooley, CTP is a principal and CEO at Morris Anderson in Chicago, where he manages the
firm’s distressed business consulting practice. He is an accomplished crisis manager, business opera-
tor and debt restructurer. Mr. Dooley has successfully managed numerous projects for middle-market
companies and assumed dozens of interim management positions as CEO, CRO and CFO for client
companies nationwide. During his career, he has negotiated numerous transactions involving debt
restructuring, supplier accommodations and business sales. Mr. Dooley excels in the development
and implementation of cost-reduction and restructuring plans, as well as restructuring negotiations
between companies and their creditors. He educates company ownership and management on realis-
tic business plans, implementation of cost and liquidity improvements and effective end-game strate-
gies for clients. He also collaborates with management on issues related to turnaround, restructuring
plans and business sales. Prior to joining Morris Anderson in 1997, Mr. Dooley served as an executive
with several Fortune 500 manufacturers in both general-management and financial-management ca-
pacities, including Illinois Tool Works, an industrial manufacturer, and Allied Signal, an automotive
electronics and aerospace manufacturer. In 2011, he was honored with the Turnaround Management
Association’s “Turnaround of the Year - Small Company” award for Analytics, Inc., an independent
research laboratory in St. Louis, Mo. He has also served on boards of directors and been a key advisor
to corporations and nonprofit organizations. Mr. Dooley is a former board member and vice president
of the International Turnaround Management Association, and a contributing author to 7The Chief Re-
structuring Officer’s Guide to Bankruptcy:Views fom Leading Insolvency Professionals (ABI 2013).
He received his B.B.A. and M.B.A. in finance at the Carlson School of Management from the Uni-
versity of Minnesota in Minneapolis.

Paige L. Ellerman is a member of the Bankruptcy and Restructuring Group of Frost Brown Todd
LLC in Cincinnati and has trial, transactional and advisory experience representing public and pri-
vate companies and institutions (including private-equity-sponsored companies) in a wide variety
of industries, including energy, retail, manufacturing, food and beverage, commercial real estate,
construction, intellectual property and health care. She is certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by
the American Board of Certification, and in 2013 was appointed to its national board of directors.
In 2014, Ms. Ellerman was elected to IWIRC’s board of directors, having founded a local IWIRC
network in Greater Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky in 2008. She has been recognized in The Best Law-
vers in America and Chambers USA, was named an Ohio Super Lawyer “Rising Star” and has been
selected as a Cincy Leading Lawyer for 2015 and 2016. Ms. Ellerman is a member of the American,
Cincinnati, Ohio State, Indiana State, Kentucky and Northern Kentucky Bar Associations. She is ad-
mitted to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit, the
U.S. District Courts for the Southern and Northern Districts of Ohio, Eastern and Western Districts
of Kentucky, Southern District of Indiana, District of Colorado and the Eastern District of Michigan,
and before Ohio, Kentucky and Indiana courts. Ms. Ellerman received her B.A. in 1995 from the
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University of Kentucky and her J.D. magna cum laude from Northern Kentucky University Salmon P.
Chase College of Law, where she was a member of the Order of the Curia and the Moot Court Board
and an editor-in-chief of the Northern Kentucky Law Review, and in 2008 she received the Salmon P.
Chase College of Law Alumni Association’s Outstanding Recent Graduate Award.

Brian D. Flick is the managing attorney and a non-equity partner of The Dann Law Firm in Cincin-
nati, where he focuses his practice in consumer law primarily in the areas of consumer bankruptcy,
foreclosure defense, appellate work, bankruptcy litigation, mortgage servicing litigation under RE-
SPA/TILA, and consumer litigation. He practices in the Southern and Northern Districts of Ohio,
the Eastern and Western Districts of Kentucky, the Northern Districts of Illinois and Indiana, and
the Eastern Districts of Tennessee and Michigan, as well as before courts in Ohio and Kentucky.
Mr. Flick is an active member of the Cincinnati Bar Association, the Kentucky Bar Association, the
National Association of Consumer Advocates (for which he serves as Ohio state chair) and the Na-
tional Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys (for which he serves as a legislative liaison).
He received his B.A. from Adrian College and his J.D. from the Ohio Northern University Petition
College of Law.

Michael A. Galasso is a partner with Robbins, Kelly, Patterson & Tucker, LPA in Cincinnati, where
he practices in the area of civil litigation with a focus on commercial litigation, creditors’ rights, bank-
ruptcy, consumer law, employment law and personal injury. He regularly represents banks, credit
unions and other financial institutions in foreclosures, bankruptcies, receiverships, loan workouts and
related default matters, as well as court-appointed receivers and bankruptcy trustees. Mr. Galasso is
admitted to practice in Ohio, Kentucky and Indiana. He received his B.A. from Eastern Kentucky
University and his J.D. cum laude from Northern Kentucky University, where he was the general edi-
tor and published articles for the Northern Kentucky Law Review.

Edward T. Gavin, CTP is a managing director and founding partner of Gavin/Solmonese LLC in
Wilmington, Del., where he leads the firm’s Corporate Recovery Practice and specializes in com-
plex bankruptcy matters, representing debtors and creditors as financial advisor, asset-sale advisor,
Chief restructuring officer or in other responsible party roles. In addition, he is frequently appointed
liquidating trustee, litigation trustee or plan administrator over post-confirmation liquidating trusts.
Mr. Gavin is an expert on rapid § 363 asset-sale processes and other matters pertinent to creditor
representations, SPM gifts and the evaluation of claims against insiders. His engagements have in-
cluded responsibilities as bankruptcy and nonbankruptcy financial advisor to debtors and creditors’
committees, bankruptcy and nonbankruptcy interim management appointments, business viability as-
sessments, mergers and acquisitions, business integrations and strategic sales, corporate strategy and
policy development and implementation, e-commerce and marketing strategy development, process
re-engineering, and enterprise resource planning (ERP) system implementation and assessment. His
roles have also included regulatory affairs management positions in FDA-regulated organizations,
including the leadership of process re-engineering to remediate violations of FDA regulations. Mr.
Gavin is ABI’s President-Elect, co-chaired ABI’s Financial Advisors & Investment Banking Com-
mittee from 2010-12 and is a former co-chair and education director of ABI’s Ethics and Professional
Compensation Committee. He is a 30th Anniversary Circle contributor to ABI’s Endowment Fund
and co-chaired ABI’s Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Workshop from 2009-14. He also served on ABI’s
Civility Task Force and National Ethics Standards Task Force, and led that group’s Committee So-
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licitation Protocols Subcommittee. A contributing editor for the ABI Journal’s “Last In Line” and
“Financial Statements” columns, Mr. Gavin also writes the “Turnaround Tactics” blog for Forbes and
has written extensively for such publications as The Journal of Corporate Renewal, Business Credit
Magazine, Credit & Collections Risk Magazine, ABF Journal, ABL Advisor and the Daily Bankruptcy
Review, among others. A member of the Association of Certified Turnaround Professionals and the
Turnaround Management Association, and an associate member of the Association of Certified Fraud
Examiners, he attended the University of the Arts in Philadelphia, studying music theory and educa-
tion.

Hon. Robert E. Gerber is Of Counsel with Joseph Hage Aaronson in New York and a retired U.S.
Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of New York in New York, appointed in 2000 and reap-
pointed in 2014. He assumed recall status in January 2015 and retired in January 2016. Judge Gerber
offers services in bankruptcy and commercial arbitration, mediation, fiduciary work and consulting,
among others. While on the bench, Judge Gerber presided over a wide variety of chapter 11, chapter
7, chapter 15, § 304 and SIPA cases, including PSINet, Ames Department Stores, Global Crossing,
Adelphia, ABIZ, Basis Yield Alpha Fund, Lyondell Chemical, BearingPoint, DBSD North America,
Chemtura, Pinnacle Airlines, Houghton-Mifflin Harcourt and General Motors. He presided over
more than 20 cases with over $100 million in debt, including 10 with over $1 billion in debt. Judge
Gerber has published roughly 200 opinions, principally in the business bankruptcy and corporate
governance areas, and throughout his tenure on the bench was named one of the nation’s outstanding
bankruptcy judges six times. Prior to taking the bench, he practiced with the firm of Fried, Frank,
Harris, Shriver & Jacobson in New York City, specializing in securities and commercial litigation
and, thereafter, bankruptcy litigation and counseling. He is an adjunct professor of law at Columbia
Law School (where he teaches Columbia’s Advanced Bankruptcy Seminar), a contributing author to
Collier on Bankruptcy, and a Fellow in and director of the American College of Bankruptcy. Judge
Gerber earned his B.S. with high honors in industrial engineering from Rutgers University in 1967
and his J.D. magna cum laude from Columbia Law School in 1970, where he was a Harlan Fiske
Stone Scholar and a James Kent Scholar. He then served as a First Lieutenant in the U.S. Air Force
from 1971-72.

Eric W. Goering is partner with the law firm of Goering & Goering, LLC in Cincinnati and has more
than 20 years of experience in bankruptcy law. His practice concentrates in business and consumer
bankruptcy, including loan workouts and commercial loan restructuring for the large business client.
He handles an average of 100 cases per month as trustee and debtor’s counsel. Mr. Goering was ap-
pointed in 2003 as a chapter 7 trustee in the Southern District of Ohio. He is a past president of the
Cincinnati Bar Association, a member of the Judicial Liaison Committee, Bankruptcy Local Rules
Committee and Volunteer Lawyers, and an executive committee member of ABI’s Midwest Regional
Bankruptcy Seminar. He is also a frequent lecturer throughout the country regarding chapter 7, 11 and
13 bankruptcy issues. Mr. Goering received his B.A. in economics from Denison University in 1989
and his J.D. from Salmon P. Chase College of Law in 1992.

Robert A. Goering, Sr. is a co-founder of Goering & Goering, LLC in Cincinnati, where focuses
on representing debtors in financial distress. He’s also an adjunct professor of law at the Salmon P.
Chase College of Law and has taught bankruptcy courses since 1974. Mr. Goering has broad expe-
rience in representing individuals and businesses in private workouts and bankruptcy proceedings.
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He has been certified by the American Board of Certification in Business and Consumer Bankruptcy
since 1992 and received the Award of Merit from the Ohio Legal Center Institute. Mr. Goering is a
member of the Cincinnati, Ohio State, Northern Kentucky and Cincinnati Bar Associations and sits
on the Northern Kentucky Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Committee. He is also a past chairman of
the Cincinnati Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Committee and has served on local panels to create and
amend local bankruptcy rules, and is a founding member of ABI’s Midwest Regional Bankruptcy
Seminar. Mr. Goering received his B.A. from Yale University and his LL.B. from Salmon P. Chase
College of Law.

Ronald E. Gold is a member of Frost Brown Todd LLC in Cincinnati, where he serves on the firm’s
Executive Committee. He concentrates his practice in finance and reorganization law, primarily in the
area of bankruptcy and out-of-court workouts. Mr. Gold actively represents corporate debtors, bor-
rowers, secured lenders, landlords, creditors’ committees, court-appointed receivers and automotive
customers in bankruptcy proceedings, restructurings and out-of-court workouts. He also represents
purchasers of entire businesses or business segments both in and out of chapter 11 and regularly
counsels equity funds in matters involving distressed real estate. Mr. Gold was inducted as a Fellow
of the American College of Bankruptcy in 2010. In addition, he is listed in the Bankruptcy Section
of the 2003-15 editions of The Best Lawyers in America and was named one of Ohio’s leading bank-
ruptcy and restructuring lawyers by Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for Business in the
2004-15 editions. He was also recognized in Ohio Super Lawyers from 2004-15 by Law and Politics
magazine. Mr. Gold received his J.D. in 1989 from the University of Pittsburgh.

Bethany J. Hamilton is an Assistant U.S. Attorney and supervises the Financial Litigation Unit at
the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Columbus, Ohio. She represents federal agencies in bankruptcy cases.
Ms. Hamilton received her B.A. from Miami University and her J.D. from The Ohio State University
Moritz College of Law.

Hon. Guy R. Humphrey is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Ohio in Dayton, ap-
pointed in 2007. Prior to his appointment, he practiced in the areas of debtor/creditor law, bankruptcy
representation, receivership and litigation, representing a broad spectrum of clients, including indi-
vidual debtors, business debtors, secured creditors, unsecured creditors, committees, and purchasers
of assets from financial institutions and bankruptcy estates. That representation spanned many indus-
tries, including manufacturing, real estate, lodging, retail, construction, restaurant and food service,
transportation, utilities, financial institutions, and equipment sales and leasing. Judge Humphrey is a
member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, ABI, the Thomas F. Waldron American
Bankruptcy Law Forum, the American Bar Association, the Dayton Bar Association (Foundation Fel-
low) and the Federal Bar Association, and he has served on the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel for the
Sixth Circuit since Jan. 1, 2013. Both as a practitioner and as a judge, Judge Humphrey has been a
presenter at numerous legal education seminars and conferences. Since being appointed, he has par-
ticipated in the University of Dayton School of Law’s externship program, as a presenter at the Law
and Leadership Institute operated through the University of Dayton, and as a judge for the high school
Robert N. Farquhar District Mock Trial Competition. Judge Humphrey received his undergraduate
degree from Kent State University and his J.D. from The Ohio State University Moritz College of
Law.
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Timothy J. Hurley is a partner in Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP’s Business Restructuring, Bank-
ruptcy and Creditor Rights group in Cincinnati. He has chaired the group for more than 20 years and
played a key role in starting the practice at Taft. He is also a member of the firm’s Litigation group.
For more than 35 years, Mr. Hurley has represented debtors, creditors, committees, indenture trust-
ees, buyers, landlords, insurance companies and executors both in out-of-court workout agreements
and restructurings and in chapter 11 cases throughout the U.S. These representations encompass all
types of complex transactions and litigation involving financially distressed businesses and assets
and include the negotiation and formulation of out-of-court restructuring arrangements and chapter
11 reorganization plans, the acquisition and sale of assets and claims, the prosecution and defense of
preference and fraudulent-conveyance claims and motions related to stay relief, the formation and
implementation of credit policies and procedures, and the structuring of loans and other financing
arrangements involving debtor-in-possession financing, letters of credit, leasing and floor-planning.
Mr. Hurley frequently lectures on debt-restructuring, workouts and bankruptcy matters. His presen-
tations have been broadcast nationally and carried on Court TV, and his articles have been featured
in trade magazines and newspapers. He also serves on the executive committee of ABI’s Midwest
Regional Bankruptcy Seminar. Mr. Hurley is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell and was
named a The Best Lawyers in America “Lawyer of the Year” in the Litigation - Bankruptcy category
in 2016. He was also the first, and currently the only, Cincinnati attorney to be included in Woodward/
White s Best Lawyers in Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law
for more than 25 years, and is included in its Bet-the-Company Litigation, Commercial Litigation
and Litigation-Bankruptcy categories. Mr. Hurley has been recognized in every edition of Chambers
USA: America’s Leading Business Lawyers, and has been named one of Ohio’s Top 100 Lawyers five
times and one of Cincinnati’s Top 50 Lawyers six times in the Super Lawyers edition of Cincinnati
Magazine. He has also been listed in every Leading Lawyer edition of the magazine. Mr. Hurley
received his H.A.B. summa cum laude in 1973 from Xavier University and his J.D. in 1976 from St.
Louis University School of Law, where he was class valedictorian.

Christian A. Jenkins is a managing partner of Minnillo & Jenkins Co., LPA in Cincinnati and has
practiced law for 22 years, first in the labor and employment and litigation departments of a national
law firm headquartered in Milwaukee, and in Cincinnati since moving there in 1998. He concentrates
his practice in the areas of labor and employment and consumer law and has handled significant in-
dividual and class action matters in each of these areas and in others. Mr. Jenkins is continuing his
work as lead counsel for the City of Cincinnati’s 3,000 active employees in pension litigation that
resulted in a settlement valued at $165 million and a 30-year consent decree. He represents several
labor organizations and their members, including the Lebanon City Schools Employees Association,
the Cincinnati Organized and Dedicated Employees (CODE) and as referral counsel for the Fraternal
Order of Police. Mr. Jenkins is a member of the Plaintiff’s Class Action Forum, a national invitation
only working group of class action lawyers. He attended the Georgetown University Law Center and
the University of Wisconsin Law School.

Ellen Arvin Kennedy is a partner in the Lexington, Ky., office of Dinsmore & Shohl, LLP, where she
handles commercial bankruptcy, insolvency and creditors’ rights matters, including advising chap-
ter 11 and liquidating trustees and both creditors and debtors in complex liquidations and corporate
wind-downs. She also guides investment groups through the purchase, reorganization and sale of
companies and distressed assets, often within the health care and mining industries. Ms. Kennedy
chaired the Bankruptcy Section of the Kentucky Bar Association in 2008 and 2010 and frequently
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lectures on bankruptcy practice throughout the state. She was selected to serve two rotations on the
Local Bankruptcy Rules Committee for the Eastern District of Kentucky, which included a series
of work sessions with the Western District Committee and court to unify bankruptcy practice rules
throughout the state. Ms. Kennedy received her B.A. cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa in 1997 from
Centre College and her J.D. in 2000 from the University of Kentucky College of Law, where she was
a member of its Moot Court Board and First Amendment Moot Court Team.

Stephen D. Lerner is global chair of Squire Patton Boggs (US) LLP’s Restructuring & Insolvency
Practice Group in Cincinnati and New York. He has an extensive national and cross-border restructur-
ing practice and represents debtors, unsecured creditors’ committees, secured and unsecured credi-
tors, directors and acquirers of troubled businesses in chapter 11 cases, chapter 9 municipal restruc-
turings, chapter 15 cases and out-of-court restructurings throughout the U.S. Mr. Lerner has led the
representation of clients in the chapter 11 bankruptcies of Midway Gold, Veris Gold, Atna Resources,
Patriot Coal, AmFin Financial, Station Casinos, Chrysler, Enron, WorldCom and EaglePicher, among
others. He also represented the court-appointed expert in the City of Detroit’s historic chapter 9 case
and led Squire Sanders’s representation of the American College of Bankruptcy in filing an am-
icus brief with the U.S. Supreme Court in Executive Benefits Insurance Agency v. Peter H. Arkison,
Trustee of the Estate of Bellingham Insurance Agency, Inc. Mr. Lerner is a Fellow in the American
College of Bankruptcy, for which he has served as regent for the Sixth Circuit and currently serves as
a member of its board of directors and chair of its Strategic Planning Committee. He also chairs ABI’s
Midwest Regional Bankruptcy Seminar. Mr. Lerner has received recognition in The Best Lawyers in
America and since 2004 and has been listed among the best Ohio bankruptcy and restructuring law-
yers in Chambers USA: America's Leading Lawyers for Business. He has also been a guest lecturer at
Harvard Business School, the University of Michigan Law School and the University of Cincinnati
Law School. Mr. Lerner received his B.A. in 1982, his M.A. in 1982 and his J.D. in 1985 from the
University of Pennsylvania.

Pamela N. Maggied is a sole practitioner with Pamela N. Maggied Co., L.P.A. in Columbus, Ohio,
and her law practice has been devoted to the bankruptcy and insolvency areas since 1980. She has
been Board Certified in Consumer Bankruptcy Law since 1993, and has been a member of NACBA
since 1992. Ms. Maggied is a Columbus Bar Foundation Fellow and a member of the Columbus Bar
Association. She is also a member of ABI and its Midwest Regional Bankruptcy Seminar planning
committee. Ms. Maggied has been active in the Columbus Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Committee
since 1981, and was a member of the committee that drafted the pre-CMECEF rules of practice for the
bankruptcy courts in Columbus, Cincinnati and Dayton. She has been recognized as an Ohio Super
Lawyer each year since 2007. Ms. Maggied received her undergraduate degree summa cum laude in
1975 from Ohio University and her J.D. in 1979 from The Ohio State University College of Law.

Henry E. Menninger, Jr. chairs the Bankruptcy, Business and Creditors’ Rights practice group of
Wood & Lamping LLP in Cincinnati and has extensive experience representing individuals and re-
structuring businesses in bankruptcy proceedings. He serves as a member of the panel of bankruptcy
trustees for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of Ohio, and is Board Certified in
Consumer Bankruptcy Law. Mr. Menninger has served as a state court-appointed receiver, including
an important stint as receiver in the celebrated Kenwood Towne Place foreclosure proceeding in the
Hamilton County Court of Common Pleas. He has had involvement in one form or another in nearly
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every large chapter 11 case filed in Cincinnati over the past 20 years, including the reorganization
proceedings involving Federated Department Stores, Eagle Picher Industries, Brendamour’s Sporting
Goods, Elder Beerman Department Stores, Cincinnati Riverfront Coliseum, the Cincinnati Cyclones,
R.L. Torbeck Industries, Claddagh Pubs, Ameristop Convenience Stores, Berean Christian Stores,
Odom Industries and Able Care Medical Services, as well as the Calumet Farms case in Lexington,
Ky. He is licensed to practice in state and federal courts in both Ohio and Kentucky. Mr. Menninger
has been included on the Ohio Super Lawyers list by the publishers of Law and Politics Magazine
every year since 2004 and has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America since 2009 in the fields of
Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law and Litigation - Bank-
ruptcy. He has served as an adjunct professor of law at the Salmon P. Chase College of Law at North-
ern Kentucky University and lectures frequently on legal topics relating to bankruptcy and real estate
practice. He is a member of ABI and has served as chair of the Real Estate Law Committee of the
Cincinnati Bar Association, as chair of the Cincinnati Bar Association’s Practical Law Institute, and
as a member of the Planning Committee of the annual Midwest Regional Bankruptcy Seminar. He
is also an approved Real Estate Title Insurance Agent for the Chicago Title Insurance Company and
has served as a member of the Board of Trustees for the Cincinnati Bar Association Foundation. Mr.
Menninger received his B.A. in 1972 from the University of Cincinnati and his J.D. in 1977 from the
Salmon P. Chase College of Law of Northern Kentucky University, where he was a member of the
Order of the Curia.

W. Timothy Miller is a partner in the Cincinnati office of Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP, where
he assists business owners, C-level executives and boards of directors in restructuring financially
distressed businesses. He also advises clients in managing their relationships with and exposure to
financially troubled customers and suppliers. Mr. Miller has more than 20 years of experience in
counseling financially troubled businesses; handling complex out-of-court restructurings, distressed
asset acquisitions and dispositions (including UCC Article 9 sales); advising suppliers, factors, asset-
based lenders and capital equipment and real estate lessors at the inception of the customer relation-
ship and when the customer defaults; issuing true sale and nonsubstantive consolidation opinions for
bankruptcy-remote entities; and representing major constituencies (debtors, official and unofficial
committees, significant suppliers and DIP lenders) in chapter 11 bankruptcies. He is Board Certified
by in Business Bankruptcy Law and is listed in the 2006-17 editions of Chambers USA: America’s
Leading Lawyers for Business, the 2006-17 editions of The Best Lawyers in America, published by
Woodward/White, Inc., and the 2005-17 editions of Ohio Super Lawyers. He is a member of the
Cincinnati Bar Association, the Ohio State Bar Association, ABI, the International Association of
Restructuring, Insolvency and Bankruptcy Professionals and the Tri-State Association for Corporate
Renewal. In 2009, he was appointed to the Rules Committee for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the
Southern District of Ohio, and he currently serves on the Cincinnati Bar Association’s Bankruptcy
Judicial Liaison Committee. Mr. Miller received his bachelor’s degree cum laude from DePauw Uni-
versity in 1989 with a double major in music and economics/management, and his J.D. from Cornell
Law School in 1992, where he served on the board of editors of Cornell Law Review.

Wayne P. Novick is a consumer bankruptcy attorney with Wayne Novick and Associates in Dayton,
Ohio, and has practiced consumer bankruptcy law since 1981. He is currently the Ohio South State
Chair for the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys and a member of American
Bankruptcy Law Forum, as well as the Student Loan Law Workshop. Mr. Novick received his B.A.
in 1978 from the University of Albany and his J.D. in 1981 from Dayton Law School.
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Raymond J. Pikna, Jr. is an attorney with the Cincinnati law firm of Wood & Lamping LLP, where
he practices in the areas of bankruptcy, creditors’ rights, and commercial litigation. He has more than
35 years of legal experience and began his career as a law clerk for Hon. D.J. Kelleher, Chief Bank-
ruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Ohio, when the Bankruptcy Code first became effective.
Mr. Pikna represents clients in state and federal trial and appellate courts in commercial litigation and
in all aspects of bankruptcy cases and adversary proceedings, and has also served as special counsel
to the Ohio Attorney General since 2005, representing the interests of the State of Ohio in consumer
and commercial collections. He has authored several articles and is a frequent speaker on bankruptcy
topics at CLE programs throughout Ohio. Mr. Pikna formerly served on the Advisory Committee
for the Local Bankruptcy Rules for the Southern District of Ohio, as a director and as legal counsel
for the University of Notre Dame Monogram Club, as trustee for the Thomas F. Waldron American
Bankruptcy Law Forum, as chair of the Bankruptcy Committee for the Dayton Bar Association, as
chair of the Bankruptcy Committee for the Cincinnati Bar Association, and as chair of the Bankruptcy
Judicial Liaison Committee of the Bankruptcy Committee for the Cincinnati Bar Association. He re-
ceived his undergraduate degree from the University of Notre Dame and his J.D. from Case Western
Reserve University School of Law.

Jeffrey N. Pomerantz is a partner with Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones LLP in Los Angeles, where his
practice includes representing companies, creditors’ committees and private-equity funds in complex
in- and out-of-court financial restructurings and merger-and-acquisition transactions. He has particu-
lar expertise in restructurings in the restaurant and retail sectors, and is generally focused on middle-
market companies with annual revenues ranging from $50 million to $300 million. Mr. Pomerantz
also has an active creditors’ committee practice, having represented more than 20 creditors’ commit-
tees over the past several years. He is ABI’s President and authored “The Bare Necessities of Critical
Vendor Motions—It’s a Jungle Out There,” 13 Journal of Bankruptcy Law & Practice (2004), and he
has lectured or been a panelist for ABI, the Los Angeles Bankruptcy Forum, the Financial Lawyers
Conference and the Credit Managers Association. He is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell and was
named a “Super Lawyer” in the field of Bankruptcy & Creditor/Debtor Rights from 2009-12 in Los
Angeles magazine. Mr. Pomerantz received both his undergraduate degree Phi Beta Kappa and his
J.D. from New York University, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif.

Hon. C. Kathryn Preston is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Ohio in Columbus.
After law school, she served as a law clerk to Hon. Alexander L. Paskay in Tampa, Fla., and later to
Hon. Donald E. Calhoun, Jr. In between clerkships, she practiced law with the boutique bankruptcy
firm of Stichter & Riedel, PA in Tampa. After clerking for Judge Calhoun, she joined the legal de-
partment of a large regional bank, where she had a general business practice, including bankruptcy
and workouts. During her tenure at the bank, she also took a segue into the business arena, when she
supervised management of the bank’s troubled commercial loan portfolio. On Jan. 1, 2012, Judge
Preston was appointed to the Sixth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel. She is currently Chief Judge
of the BAP. Judge Preston has been an active member of the Columbus Bar Association, Women
Lawyers of Franklin County, ABI, the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and other bar as-
sociations. She received her J.D. from Stetson University College of Law.

William L. Purtell is a litigation and compliance attorney with Lerner, Sampson & Rothfuss, LPA in
Cincinnati, where he represents residential and commercial mortgage lenders in all phases of judicial
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foreclosure and commercial litigation in the courts of Ohio and Kentucky. He also leads the firm’s
Legal Compliance Team and is a member of the firm’s Ethics committee and a mentor for new associ-
ates. Mr. Purtell counsels lenders nationwide in regulatory compliance issues. He is a member of the
Ohio Bar Association, Kentucky Bar Association and the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals. Mr. Purtell
received his B.A. in 1999 from Thomas More College and his J.D. in 2002 from the University of
Cincinnati College of Law.

Donald J. Rafferty is a member of Cohen, Todd, Kite & Stanford, LLC in Cincinnati and combines
his experience in the areas of bankruptcy, commercial finance, corporate law and litigation to pro-
vide legal and strategic advice to the firm’s business clients on a wide range of issues. He frequently
counsels clients who either are experiencing financial stress or are dealing with distressed companies.
Mr. Rafferty has advised on sales, acquisitions, investments and other restructurings for numerous
middle-market companies. He has significant experience in transactions, dispute resolution and re-
structuring matters involving troubled real estate developments, shopping centers, commercial office
projects, apartment and condominium developments, operating businesses and manufacturing con-
cerns. Mr. Rafferty has represented all constituencies — debtors, lenders, creditors, creditors’ com-
mittees and others — in chapter 11 cases, out-of-court restructurings, complex foreclosures, UCC
Article 9 sales, assignments for the benefit of creditors and other similar mechanisms. He has also
acted as lead trial counsel in a broad spectrum of business disputes in federal and state trial and ap-
pellate courts. His litigation experience includes the prosecution and defense of numerous fraud or
fraudulent transfer cases, bankruptcy preference actions, complex contract cases, class actions, com-
plex commercial foreclosures including disputes involving special servicers and nonrecourse CMBS
loans, and intellectual property matters, including prosecution of patent and copyright infringement
lawsuits. Mr. Rafferty has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America and Ohio Super Lawyers since
2006. He received his B.A. in 1984 from Kalamazoo College and his J.D. in 1989 from the University
of Cincinnati College of Law, where he was a student articles editor for the University of Cincinnati
Law Review.

Natalie D. Ramsey is a partner with Montgomery McCracken Walker Rhoads LLP in Philadelphia,
chairs the firm’s Creditors’ Rights, Bankruptcy, and Reorganization practice group, is the managing
partner of the firm’s Delaware office and serves on the firm’s Management Committee. She advises
clients in both the transactional and litigation aspects of restructuring. Mr. Ramsey has more than 30
years of experience in insolvency practice, including out-of-court restructurings, prepackaged and
pre-arranged bankruptcies, and traditional chapter 11 cases in numerous industries and service sectors
including energy, health care, building materials, real estate and retail. She has experience in mass tort
bankruptcy cases, where she has represented individuals and both official and informal committees
of injured creditors in cases involving asbestos, creosote, ephedra, benzene and other toxins. Among
other representations, she was counsel to the asbestos committee in Specialty Products Holding Corp.
{Bondex), counsel to the official committee in Nutraquest, and special asbestos counsel to the official
committee in Energy Future Holdings. Ms. Ramsey is a Fellow of the American College of Bank-
ruptcy and the American Bar Foundation. She is also Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by
the American Board of Certification and accredited by the American Bar Association. Ms. Ramsey
has been recognized by various publications and organizations, including Chambers USA: America’s
Leading Lawyers from 2007-17, The Best Lawyers in America from 2012-17, Corporate LiveWire’s
Global Awards 2016, Pennsylvania Super Lawyers from 2005-17 and Top 50 Women Attorneys in
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Pennsylvania from 2015-17, and she is AV-Peer Review rated by and is Martindale Hubbell. Ms.
Ramsey received her J.D. in 1984 from Villanova University School of Law.

Shawn M. Riley is the president of McDonald Hopkins LLC and the founder of the firm’s Business
Restructuring Services Department in Cleveland. He has counseled businesses ranging in size from
$10 million in revenue to multi-billion-dollar public companies. Mr. Riley is the author of numer-
ous articles and is a frequent lecturer. He has been selected as an Ohio Super Lawyer and recognized
as a leader in Ohio in his field of law. Mr. Riley serves as president of the Board of Trustees of the
Northeast Ohio Chapter of the American Red Cross and of Kent State University and the Cleveland
Institute of Music. In addition, from 2011-15, he served as the mayor of the Village of Gates Mills,
Ohio. Mr. Riley received his undergraduate degree from Kent State University and his J.D. from Case
Western Reserve University School of Law.

Lori Ritchey-Baldwin, CPA is the chief financial officer for St. Elizabeth Healthcare, an AA-rated
billion-dollar health care system in Fort Mitchell, Ky. She is responsible for the oversight of all finan-
cial services operations, including the accurate filing of all financial statements and tax documents,
supply chain operations, budgeting and financial planning, accounting, treasury management, opera-
tions finance and internal and external audit work, revenue cycle management, managed care man-
agement and information systems throughout the St. Elizabeth system. Prior to joining St. Elizabeth
Healthcare, Ms. Ritchey-Baldwin served in executive positions at large publicly traded multinational
consumer products companies, and practiced public accounting at Deloitte & Touche. She is the trea-
surer of the St. Elizabeth Healthcare Board of Trustees and a board member of St. Elizabeth Physi-
cians, St. Elizabeth Provider Network, Gateway Community and Technical College Foundation, the
Women’s Crisis Center and Notre Dame Academy in Northern Kentucky. She is also a member of the
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, Healthcare Financial Management Association
and American College of Healthcare Executives, and has served as a presenter/panelist at conferences
for a number of public accounting firms and other organizations.

William J. Rochelle, III is ABI’s Editor-at-Large and resides in New York. Previously, he published
for Bloomberg from 2007-15. Prior to his second career in journalism, Mr. Rochelle practiced bank-
ruptcy law for 35 years, including 17 years as a partner in the New York office of Fulbright & Jawor-
ski LLP. In addition to writing, he travels the country for ABI, speaking to bar groups and profes-
sional organizations on hot topics in the turnaround community and trends in consumer bankruptcies.
Mr. Rochelle earned his undergraduate and law degrees from Columbia University, where he was a
Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar.

René S. Roupinian is a partner and co-chair of the Worker Adjustment and Retraining Notification
(WARN) Practice Group and member of the firm’s Class Action Practice Group at Outten & Golden
LLP in New York, and has been practicing law since 1995. Since 2002, she has exclusively litigated
federal WARN class actions on behalf of employees terminated in mass layoffs and plant closings
without advance written notice. Ms. Roupinian’s practice is national and covers a wide range of
industries, and she is listed in the Legal 500. In 2008, she was invited to submit testimony before
the U.S. Senate’s Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) Committee by Sen. Ted Kennedy
(chair) about the WARN Act and its possible reform on the 20th anniversary of its enactment. Ms.
Roupinian has written and lectured on the WARN Act, and she has been quoted and her cases
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cited in major media publications. She has also spoken at national American Bar Association and
National Employment Lawyer Association conferences, among others, on WARN and the litigation
of employment claims in bankruptcy. A member of the New York and Michigan bars, Ms. Roupinian
is also admitted to practice in the U.S. District Courts for the Southern and Western Districts of New
York, Eastern and Western Districts of Michigan and District of Colorado, and the U.S. Courts of
Appeals for the Second, Third, Fifth and Ninth Circuits. She received her B.A. in 1989 from the
University of Michigan and her J.D. in 1994 from Michigan State University College of Law, where
she was a member of the Moot Court Executive Board.

Robert G. Sanker is a partner at Keating Muething & Klekamp PLL in Cincinnati and is the head
of the firm’s Commercial Finance and Reorganization Practice Group. He focuses his practice in the
areas of bankruptcy, reorganization and creditors’ rights. He also acts as general counsel for a number
of closely held companies. Mr. Sanker is experienced in representing debtors, creditors, creditors’
committees, lenders, investors and purchasers in chapter 11 cases and in out-of-court restructurings.
He has been listed in Chambers USA: America’s Leading Business Lawyers since 2004 and in The
Best Lawyers in America since 2007. Mr. Sanker received his B.A. magna cum laude in 1984 from
Xavier University snd his J.D. in 1987 from Georgetown University Law Center.

Matthew T. Sanning is partner in the firm of Sanning & Sanning PSC in Augusta, Ky., where his
practice focuses on bankruptcy and consumer class action. He represents both debtors and creditors.
Mr. Sanning has spoken at both the Northern Kentucky Bar Association Bankruptcy CLE, the UK
9th Biennial Consumer Bankruptcy Law Conference and ABI’s Midwest Bankruptcy Institute. He
received his J.D. magna cum laude in 1997 from Salmon P. Chase College of Law, where he was a
member of the Order of the Curia.

Hon. Gregory R. Schaaf is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Kentucky in Lex-
ington, appointed on Oct. 1, 2012. Prior to coming to the bench, he practiced in the areas of commer-
cial reorganizations, including bankruptcies and workouts, and commercial transactions, including
energy-related matters. He represented debtors, creditors’ committees, trustees and individual credi-
tors. Judge Schaaf is a CPA and worked as a solicitor in London from 1997-99, handling corporate
matters and real estate transactions for English, Russian and American clients. He is a Fellow of the
American College of Bankruptcy and is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law and Consumer
Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification. Judge Schaaf received his B.B. in account-
ing and his B.S. in law enforcement administration from Western Illinois University in 1984 with
high honors, and his J.D. in 1991 from the University of Kentucky College of Law, where he was a
member of the Order of the Coif and participated in its national moot court team and on its moot court
board, as well as on the school’s Journal of Mineral Law and Policy.

Lori A. Schlarman is Of Counsel at Adams, Stepner, Woltermann & Dusing, PLLC in Hebron, Ky.,
and practices in the areas of commercial bankruptcy, including banking, creditors’ rights, debtors’
rights, personal bankruptcy and business bankruptcy. She also was appointed to the Panel of U.S.
Bankruptcy Court Trustees in January 2003, where she works closely with the Department of Justice
in supervising the bankruptcy system. Ms. Schlarman was admitted to the Kentucky Bar in 1993, the
U.S. District Court in 1994 and the Ohio Bar in 1995, and is also a member of the Northern Kentucky,
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Kentucky and Ohio Bar Associations. She received her B.A. from Northern Kentucky University and
her J.D. from Salmon P. Chase College of Law.

Terry Serena founded Serena Law LLC in January 2014 in Cincinnati after 27 years as a senior attor-
ney with the Office of IRS Chief Counsel, and as a special assistant U.S. attorney for bankruptcy mat-
ters in the Southern District of Ohio. He represents clients locally, nationally and internationally in
controversies before tax authorities at all levels, including defense of IRS and state collection actions,
compromises and “partial pay” arrangements, audits, Collection Due Process proceedings, litigation
before the U.S. Tax and District Courts, foreign bank account reporting representations, and workouts
of any type with federal, state and local tax authorities. Mr. Serena provides advisory opinions on
substantive and procedural tax issues, pre- and post-petition dischargeability analysis, proof-of-claim
analysis and correction of post-discharge errors by tax agencies. He has served as special tax counsel
in ongoing bankruptcy cases, and as counsel for chapter 7 trustees. While with the Office of IRS Chief
Counsel, he advised IRS personnel on all aspects of substantive and procedural federal tax law while
also representing the U.S. and the Commissioner of Internal Revenue in litigation, including approxi-
mately 1,000 cases before the U.S. Tax Court. Mr. Serena received his B.A. in philosophy from the
University of Cincinnati and his J.D. from Case Western University School of Law.

John M. Simms is the managing partner of Atkinson, Simms & Kermode PLLC in Lexington, Ky.,
where he represents individual debtors in chapter 7, 13 and 12 proceedings. He has represented bank-
ruptcy trustees on numerous avoidance and preference actions, and argued on many of these issues
at the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel and U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit. Prior to
starting Atkinson, Simms & Kermode, Mr. Simms practiced with Hayden & Butler P.S.C. He is a
member of the Kentucky Bar Association, and he is admitted to practice in both the Eastern and West-
ern Districts of Kentucky and before the U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit. He has
lectured on numerous occasions on personal bankruptcy. Mr. Simms received his B.A. in 1991 from
the University of Kentucky and his J.D. from the University of Louisville in 1995.

Hon. Jessica E. Price Smith is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Ohio in Cleve-
land, appointed on Aug. 22, 2011. She is the first African American woman to be appointed to the
Northern District of Ohio’s bankruptcy court. Prior to joining the bench, Judge Price Smith’s practice
focused on commercial bankruptcy and corporate debt restructurings at Brouse McDowell, where she
became the firm’s first African American partner. She received her undergraduate degree from Miami
University and her J.D. from Ohio Northern University.

Robert R. Sparks is a shareholder with Strauss Troy Co., LPA in Cincinnati and a member of its
litigation practice group. He concentrates his practice in civil trial and appellate practice in the areas
of complex litigation, consumer class actions, consumer fraud, investment fraud, insurance litiga-
tion, insurance brokerage matters, and shareholder derivative and investor claims. Mr. Sparks has
represented people harmed by fraud and unscrupulous business practices in state and federal courts
throughout the U.S., including consumer protection, unfair and deceptive practices, misrepresenta-
tion, breach of contract and fraud. He has worked on over a dozen complex, nationwide insurance
class actions involving deceptive sales practices and fraud such as “vanishing premiums,” “churning”
and the sale of life insurance as an investment. He is also a trial attorney, having obtained favorable
verdicts and arbitration awards in a variety of cases involving insurance, personal injury, investment
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fraud and consumer protection. Mr. Sparks is admitted to practice in the courts of Kentucky and
Ohio and before the U.S. District Courts for the Eastern and Western Districts of Kentucky, Southern
District of Ohio, Eastern District of Wisconsin, and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit.
He has also received pro hac vice admission to practice before numerous state and federal courts
throughout the country. Mr. Sparks received his B.A. from Northern Kentucky University and his J.D.
from Northern Kentucky University Salmon P. Chase College of Law.

Hon. Lawrence S. Walter is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Ohio in
Cincinnati, appointed in 2003 and retiring on Oct. 23, 2017. Previously, he was a partner with the
law firm of Sebaly, Shillito & Dyer in Dayton, Ohio, and headed the firm’s bankruptcy and
commercial law group. His primary practice was in chapter 11 reorganization cases representing
both creditors and debtors. Judge Walter is a member of ABI, the National Conference of
Bankruptcy Judges and the American Bankruptcy Law Forum and is nationally certified by the
American Board of Certification as a business bankruptcy specialist. He has been actively
involved with local and national groups devoted to enhancing technological services for the
federal judiciary and has continued to teach and write about bankruptcy issues for a variety of
organizations. Judge Walter is a contributing editor to Norton Bankruptcy Law and Practice, 3rd
Ed. (2008-13 Vols.), chair of the Technology Committee of and webmaster for the National
Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, a member of the Information Technology Advisory Council of
the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts, a member of the Steering Committee of Next
Generation of Bankruptcy CM/ECF, a faculty member of the Advanced Consumer Bankruptcy
Practice Institute and a member of the Local Bankruptcy Rules Committee for the Southern District
of Ohio. He received his bachelor’s degree with honors from the University of Kansas in 1972, his
master’s degree from the University of Michigan in 1973 and his J.D. from the University of
Cincinnati in 1986.

Hon. Eugene R. Wedoff served as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of
[linois in Chicago from 1987-2015 and as chief judge from 2002-07. He is ABI’s president
and sits on the 15-member expert panel for ABI’s newly created Commission on Consumer
Bankruptcy. Judge Wedoff presided over the chapter 11 reorganization of United Air Lines, was a
member of the Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy Rules from 2004-14 and served as its chair
after 2010. He was the president of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges from 2013-14
and also served as a member of the NCBJ’s Board of Governors, as its secretary, and as chair of
its education committee. Judge Wedoff is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy, as
well as a member of the National Bankruptcy Conference. He is the author of the chapter on
professional employment in Queenan, Hendel and Hillinger, Chapter 11 Theory and Practice
(LRP Publications 1994), has been an associate editor of the American Bankruptcy Law Journal
and currently serves as a contributing editor of the Thomson Reuters Bankruptcy Law Letter.
Judge Wedoff is a frequent lecturer and has served as a member of the Federal Judicial Center’s
Committee on Bankruptcy Judge Education. In 2016, he received the Judge William L. Norton Jr.
Judicial Excellence Award; in 2009, he received the Lawrence P. King Award from the Commercial
Law League; and in 1995, he received the Excellence in Education Award from the NCBJ. Judge
Wedoff graduated from the college and law school of the University of Chicago.

Dan White is a director at Moody’s Analytics in West Chester, Pa., and is responsible for
directing government consulting and regional economic research with an emphasis on public
finance and fiscal
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policy. He regularly presents to clients and conferences, and has been featured in a number of print,
radio and televised media outlets, ranging from the Wall Street Journal to National Public Radio. He
also has the pleasure of working closely with a number of governments in an advisory role, and is an
adjunct professor at Villanova University. Before joining Moody’s Analytics, Mr. White worked as a
financial economist for the New Mexico State Legislative Finance Committee in Santa Fe, where he
forecast revenues and analyzed a wide range of policy issues concentrated around economic develop-
ment, public investment and debt management. He received his undergraduate degrees in finance and
international business and holds an M. A. in economics from New Mexico State University.
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