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Derek C. Abbott is a partner with Morris, Nichols, Arsht & Tunnell LLP in Wilmington, Del., and 
a member of its Business Reorganization & Restructuring Group. He also chairs the firm’s pro bono 
committee and sits on the firm’s recruiting committee Mr. Abbott has represented Fortune 1000, 
local, international and other organizations as lead or Delaware counsel in bankruptcy proceedings 
and litigation on behalf of debtors, creditors, official and ad hoc committees and transactional case 
constituents. He regularly works with debtors in possession and exit-financing lenders, as well as 
outside and inside counsel, turnaround professionals, crisis-management firms, and investment and 
non-investment bank professionals. Mr. Abbott also frequently serves as a mediator in matters related 
to insolvency and distressed businesses, including both adversary proceedings and case-dispositive 
matters. In addition, he has served as an expert witness in matters involving restructuring and bank-
ruptcy matters both domestically and internationally. Mr. Abbott’s recent client representations in-
clude AT&T Inc., General Motors Corp., Quality Care Properties, Philips International, Viacom Inc., 
TD Bank and Nortel Networks. He has been recognized by Chambers USA, The Best Lawyers in 
America, Law & Politics magazine and Delaware Super Lawyers. In 2016, he was invited to join the 
28th Class of Fellows of the American College of Bankruptcy, and in 2018, he was presented with 
the Delaware State Bar Association’s Access to Justice Commitment Award, which recognized his 
commitment to pro bono work throughout his career. In 2011, he received the Caleb R. Layton III 
Service Award, presented by the judges of the U.S. District and Bankruptcy Courts for the District of 
Delaware. Mr. Abbott is a member of the American and Delaware State Bar Associations, Turnaround 
Management Association and ABI, and is a frequent speaker. He also serves as legal counsel for a 
variety of indigent clients through Delaware Volunteer Legal Services. Mr. Abbott received his B.S. 
in human factors psychology in 1987 from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point and his J.D. with 
honors from the University of North Carolina School of Law in 1995, where he was an editor of the 
North Carolina Law Review.

Hon. Lisa G. Beckerman is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of New York in New 
York, sworn in on Feb. 26, 2021. From May 1999 until she was appointed to the bench, she was a 
partner in the financial restructuring group at Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP. From Septem-
ber 1989 until May 1999, she was an associate and then a partner in the bankruptcy group at Stroock 
& Stroock & Lavan LLP. Prior to her appointment, Judge Beckerman served as a co-chair of the 
Executive Committee of UJA-Federation of New York’s Bankruptcy and Reorganization Group, as 
co-chair and as a member of the Advisory Board of ABI’s New York City Bankruptcy Conference, 
and as a member of ABI’s Board of Directors of from 2013-19. She is a Fellow and a member of the 
board of directors of the American College of Bankruptcy and a member of the National Conference 
of Bankruptcy Judges (NCBJ) and the 2021 NCBJ Education Committee. She also is a member of the 
Dean’s Advisory Board for Boston University School of Law. Judge Beckerman received her A.B. 
from University of Chicago in 1984, her M.B.A. from the University of Texas in 1986 and her J.D. 
from Boston University in 1989.

Kimberly A. Brown is a partner with Landis Rath & Cobb LLP in Wilmington, Del., and concen-
trates her practice in the areas of corporate bankruptcy and restructuring and bankruptcy litigation. 
She has worked with the Landis Rath & Cobb team representing chapter 11 debtors, official and 
unofficial committees, financial institutions, secured lenders and other secured creditors, indenture 
trustees and bondholders, asset-purchasers, liquidation trusts and other significant creditors, chapter 
15 foreign representatives, and other parties in interest in a variety of national bankruptcy cases. Ms. 
Brown represents clients in a wide range of industries, including retail, food and beverage, oil and 
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gas, manufacturing, and cryptocurrency. She was honored in 2019 as one of ABI’s “40 Under 40,” 
and she was named one of five finalists for the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring 
Confederation’s (IWIRC’s) 2017 “Rising Star” award. Ms. Brown currently serves IWIRC interna-
tionally and regionally as co-director of programming and the vice chair of IWIRC at the Shore. She 
previously served as the ex-officio chair, chair, vice chair and social chair of the IWIRC Delaware 
Network. Ms. Brown is a member of the Delaware State Bar Association, ABI and the Delaware 
Bankruptcy American Inn of Court. She was selected as one of only 40 bankruptcy practitioners to 
participate in the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges (NCBJ) fifth annual Next Generation 
Program. Before joining Landis Rath & Cobb, Ms. Brown clerked in the Superior Court for the State 
of Delaware for Hon. Mary M. Johnston and clerked at the Office of Disciplinary Counsel of the Su-
preme Court of Delaware. Ms. Brown received her B.A. in government and politics with a minor in 
accounting from Widener University in 2005 and her J.D. in 2008 from Widener University Delaware 
Law School.

Michael J. Bujold is the associate general counsel for General and Administrative Law in the Ex-
ecutive Office for U.S. Trustees at the U.S. Department of Justice in Washington, D.C. He also cur-
rently serves as the acting assistant U.S. Trustee (AUST) for the U.S. Trustee Program’s Houston 
field office. As associate general counsel, Mr. Bujold provides leadership and guidance on complex 
administrative issues to both EOUST senior leadership and to U.S. Trustee field offices, oversees all 
aspects of the USTP Ethics Program, assists the Office of the General Counsel (OGC) in its imple-
mentation of policy initiatives. He also manages a broad range of administrative and general law 
matters on the USTP’s behalf, such as those related to the Privacy Act, the Freedom of Information 
Act, the Federal Tort Claims Act, the Administrative Procedures Act, the Equal Access to Justice Act 
and the Department’s Touhy regulations. In addition,he supervises a team of OGC trial attorneys and 
received an Attorney General’s Award for Distinguished Service. As Acting AUST, Mr. Bujold man-
ages the administrative and legal operations of the USTP’s Houston field office, including supervi-
sion of personnel, the implementation of USTP policies and priorities and enforcement strategies to 
combat fraud and abuse in the bankruptcy system, and the supervision of private trustees. Prior to 
becoming associate general counsel, he served as a trial attorney in OGC and focused on chapter 11 
proceedings. Before joining OGC in 2014, he served as a trial attorney in the U.S. Trustee’s Riverside 
field office and clerked for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of North Carolina. Mr. 
Bujold has lectured on bankruptcy retention and compensation, chapter 11 creditor committees and 
USTP case oversight. He is an active ABI member and a published author in the ABI Journal. Mr. 
Bujold received both his B.A. and J.D. from the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor.

Kristen E. Burgers is a principal with Hirschler Fleischer, PC in Tysons Corner, Va., and is a mem-
ber of the firm’s bankruptcy and creditors’ rights practice and its commercial real estate practice. She 
represents debtors, creditors and trustees in complex chapter 11 and chapter 7 business bankruptcies. 
She also represents lenders and borrowers in commercial real estate financing transactions and work-
outs, as well as landlords and tenants in commercial leases. Ms. Burgers received her J.D. magna cum 
laude from the George Mason University School of Law and clerked for Hon. Robert G. Mayer of the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of Virginia.

R. Caleb Chaplain is a career law clerk to Hon. Rebecca B. Connelly of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court 
for the Western District of Virginia in Harrisonburg and is an adjunct professor of bankruptcy law 
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at Washington and Lee University School of Law. Prior to career clerking, he was a term law clerk 
for both Judge Connelly and Hon. Paul M. Black, Chief Judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for 
the Western District of Virginia. Mr. Chaplain is a coordinating editor for the ABI Journal and has 
authored articles. He also is a 2022 honoree of ABI’s “40 Under 40” program. Mr. Chaplain volun-
teers as a member and current president of the board of directors of Second Home Learning Center, 
a nonprofit that provides out of school care, education and development opportunities for children in 
low-income households in Harrisonburg. He received his B.A. from Dartmouth College and his J.D. 
from Indiana University Maurer School of Law.

Hon. Maria Ellena Chavez-Ruark is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Maryland in Bal-
timore, appointed in 2020. Prior to joining the bench, she was a partner in the Bankruptcy and Re-
structuring practice group at Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr LLP in Baltimore, where she represented 
debtors, creditors’ committees, secured creditors, unsecured creditors, landlords, lessors, purchasers 
of assets and trustees in complex insolvency proceedings, including chapter 11 bankruptcy cases, 
receiverships and assignments for the benefit of creditors. She also represented parties in workouts, 
restructurings and complex commercial litigation, including fraudulent transfer, deepening insol-
vency, breach of fiduciary duty and preferential transfer litigation. Judge Ruark was admitted to 
practice in the State of Maryland and the District of Columbia and represented clients in state and 
federal courts throughout the U.S. She is a past president of the Maryland Bankruptcy Bar Associa-
tion, a member of ABI, a past president of the Chesapeake Chapter of the Turnaround Management 
Association, a former member of the global executive board for the Turnaround Management Asso-
ciation, and a past president of the Pro Bono Resource Center of Maryland. In fall 2022, Judge Ruark 
received the Turnaround Management Association’s Chapter Impact Award for her impact on the 
TMA Chesapeake Chapter, which is one of 85 chapters worldwide. In spring 2022, the Bankruptcy 
Bar Association for the District of Maryland honored her with the Mannes Memorial Award, which 
is presented annually to an individual who has contributed to the betterment of the bar association 
and the practice of law in Maryland. Judge Ruark was named to Lawdragon’s 500 Leading U.S. 
Bankruptcy & Restructuring Lawyers in 2020, and she was also named one of “America’s Lead-
ing Lawyers for Bankruptcy/Restructuring” by Chambers USA from 2015-20, named in The Best 
Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights Law from 2013-20, and selected 
for inclusion in Maryland Super Lawyers from 2010-20. In addition, in 2009, 2011 and 2020, she 
was named one of Maryland’s Top 100 Women in Business by The Daily Record, and in 2010, she 
was named one of the Pro Bono Resource Center of Maryland’s “pro bono stars” for her exemplary 
service and commitment to providing pro bono legal representation to Maryland’s underrepresented 
citizens. In 2006, Judge Ruark earned the first annual Educator of the Year Award by Maryland 
Volunteer Lawyers Service for her pro bono service in the State of Maryland. Judge Ruark served 
on her firm’s Pro Bono Committee and Diversity and Inclusion Committee for many years, chaired 
the firm’s Minority Attorney Resource Group in 2019 and 2020, and has mentored law students and 
young lawyers throughout her career. She received both her B.A. in accounting and her M.B.A. from 
Salisbury University and her J.D. from the University of Baltimore School of Law.

Jennifer A. Christian is a partner at ASK LLP in New York, and her practice focuses on represent-
ing indenture trustees, secured and unsecured creditors (including trade creditors), asset-purchasers, 
liquidating trustees, and other major constituencies in chapter 11 and chapter 7 bankruptcy cases 
and other proceedings. She has more than 15 years of bankruptcy and creditors’ rights experience. 
Prior to joining ASK LLP, Ms. Christian was counsel at Thompson & Knight LLP and an associate 
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at Kelley, Drye & Warren LLP and Bryan Cave LLP. Prior to entering private practice, she clerked 
for two years for the Chief Judge of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Western District of New York 
in Rochester. Ms. Christian is admitted to practice law in New York and Connecticut, and before the 
U.S. District Courts for the Southern, Eastern and Western Districts of New York. She received her 
B.A. in political science from the State University of New York – College at Geneseo and interned 
at both the Monroe County District Attorneys’ Office and the White House, where she worked in the 
Office of the Legal Counsel to the Vice President of the United States. She received her J.D. from St. 
John’s University School of Law in 2000 with honors and participated in its first-ever Bankruptcy 
LL.M. program, and she won the Springer Legislative Award for Excellence in Legislative Advo-
cacy and the CALI Excellence for the Future Scholastic Awards in Trusts & Estates and Legislative 
Advocacy. She interned for Hon. James L. Garrity, Jr. of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern 
District of New York.

Lawrence D. Coppel is a sole practitioner with Law Office of Lawrence D. Coppel in Columbia, 
Md., and serves in cases as a consultant, trustee, examiner, receiver, assignee, mediator or inde-
pendent director. Previously, he founded and chaired the Bankruptcy and Restructuring Practice at 
Gordon Feinblatt LLC in Baltimore, where he practiced for 50 years, maintaining a diverse practice 
in complex business restructuring and liquidation cases representing lenders, debtors, creditors’ com-
mittees, trustees, receivers and other parties. He reitred from the firm in 2020. Mr. Coppel is a Fellow 
in the American College of Bankruptcy and has served on the boards of directors of the College and 
the ACB Foundation. He chaired the Foundation’s Pro Bono Committee, which has made millions 
of dollars in grants go to legal services organizations to support pro bono bankruptcy services. He 
is also a Fellow of the Maryland and Baltimore Bar Foundations. Mr. Coppel has received recogni-
tion for his practice in every edition of The Best Lawyers in America since its first publication, and 
he was selected as the 2013 Baltimore “Lawyer of the Year” in Litigation – Bankruptcy. He also has 
been listed in Maryland Super Lawyers for Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights since 2007. Mr. 
Coppel founded and was the first president of the Maryland Bankruptcy Bar Association. In 2016, 
the Maryland BBA awarded him its inaugural Paul Mannes Memorial Award. In 2019, the Maryland 
legislature enacted the Maryland Commercial Receivership Act, which governs receivership and as-
signment for the benefit of creditors proceedings filed in Maryland; it was drafted by a committee 
of insolvency professionals that Mr. Coppel organized and chaired. Thereafter, he worked with the 
Rules Committee of the Maryland Supreme Court to draft amendments to the Maryland Rules and 
official forms applicable to receivership and assignment for the benefit of creditors proceedings. Mr. 
Coppel is co-chair of the Board Advisory Committee of Maryland Volunteer Lawyers Service, and 
in 2015, he received the Arthur W. Machen Award from Maryland Legal Services Corporation for 
his work supporting pro bono representation. He presently serves as a director of Compass Inc., a 
nonprofit that provides services to developmentally disabled persons. Mr. Coppel received his under-
graduate degree from the University of Maryland-College Park and his J.D. from the University of 
Maryland Francis King Carey School of Law, where he served on the Maryland Law Review.

G. David Dean heads Cole Schotz, P.C.’s Wilmington, Del., office and serves as deputy co-chair 
of the firm’s Bankruptcy & Corporate Restructuring Department, and as a member of its Litigation 
Department. He focuses in the areas of complex chapter 11 bankruptcy restructuring and litigation. 
Mr. Dean regularly serves as lead counsel to debtors, official committees of unsecured creditors, and 
other major parties in chapter 11 bankruptcy cases. He has represented clients in a variety of indus-
tries, including retail, health care, oil and gas, technology, manufacturing, real estate, advertising, 
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and events and entertainment. Mr. Dean was appointed by the Office of the U.S. Trustee to serve 
as a chapter 11 trustee. He is also experienced in representing companies in disputes involving the 
expert valuation of businesses and other assets, as well as injunctive remedies, and he has experience 
counseling clients through mass torts and international issues. Mr. Dean is an active ABI member 
and serves on the advisory boards of its Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Workshop and Views from the 
Bench conference. He also handles a number of pro bono representations each year and is an active 
member of the Delaware Bankruptcy American Inn of Court and the Delaware State Bar Associa-
tion. Mr. Dean is regularly recognized for his work by Chambers USA, The Best Lawyers in America 
and Super Lawyers, which named him a “Rising Star,” and he was named in The M&A Advisor’s 
“40 Under 40 Legal Advisors” list. He received his B.A. in 1999 from the University of Maryland 
and his J.D. summa cum laude in 2002 from the University of Baltimore.

Hon. James J. DeLuca, J.S.C. (ret.) is counsel to Harwood Lloyd, LLC in Hackensack, N.J., where 
his practice focuses on the resolution of commercial, probate, trust and estate disputes through me-
diation and arbitration as an alternative to traditional litigation. He also provides discovery master 
services, consultation on case management, development of trial strategy and, in appropriate circum-
stances, serving as special fiscal agent/receiver. Judge DeLuca was appointed to the Superior Court 
of New Jersey in February 2015. He initially served in the Civil Division, and in July 2018, he was 
reassigned to the Chancery Division, where he served until his retirement in December 2022. While 
in the Chancery Division, he handled all matters appropriate for the Chancery Division, including 
general equity matters, probate and guardianship matters and foreclosures. Prior to his appointment 
to the bench, Judge DeLuca was a partner with the law firm of Okin, Hollander & DeLuca, LLP in 
Fort Lee, N.J., where his practice focused on business litigation, bankruptcy, commercial and busi-
ness transactions, and arbitrations. From 1979-86, he served as associate counsel and then general 
counsel to a commercial and consumer lender located in Paramus, N.J. He began his legal career at 
a firm in New York City handling commercial and securities litigation. Judge DeLuca received his 
B.A. from Queens College (City University of New York) in 1974 and his J.D. from Notre Dame 
Law School in 1977.

Linda V. Donhauser is a principal of Miles & Stockbridge P.C. in Baltimore and previously chaired 
the firm’s Creditors’ Rights and Bankruptcy Practice Group. She also served on the firm’s board 
of directors. Ms. Donhauser’s practice encompasses primarily representation of nondebtor entities, 
including secured creditors, unsecured creditors, creditors’ committees, indenture trustees, commer-
cial lenders and lender groups, and other interested parties in bankruptcy and restructuring matters in 
a wide variety of industries and market sectors. She has more than 34 years of experience represent-
ing lenders and other creditors in all phases of the restructuring process, both inside and outside of 
bankruptcy cases, and she represents creditors and other parties in enforcement proceedings, includ-
ing receiverships and Article 9 secured party sales. Ms. Donhauser speaks regularly on topics involv-
ing bankruptcy, workouts, secured lending, lender liability, enforcement proceedings and diversity. 
She has been recognized in The Best Lawyers in America, Chambers and Partners USA and Mary-
land Super Lawyers, and was named among the “Top 50 Women Maryland Super Lawyers” from 
2012-14. Ms. Donhauser is a member of ABI and co-chaired its Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Workshop 
advisory board from 2010-14. She also previously served on the board of the International Women’s 
Insolvency and Restructuring Confederation’s Greater Maryland Network, and she is a member of 
the Bankruptcy Bar Association for the District of Maryland and the Turnaround Management As-
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sociation. Ms. Donhauser received her B.A. cum laude in 1987 from the University of Baltimore and 
her J.D. magna cum laude in 1989 from the University of Baltimore School of Law.

Erin R. Fay is a partner in the Wilmington, Del., office of Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati, where 
she is a member of its restructuring practice. In chapter 11 cases, she represents a variety of clients, 
including debtors, lenders, individual creditors, equityholders, asset-purchasers, official committees 
and ad hoc committees. Ms. Fay helps companies understand and execute on nonbankruptcy liquidity 
management solutions and wind-down strategies, such as safe harbor dissolutions and assignments 
for the benefit of creditors under Delaware law. She also has helped companies prepare for chapter 
7 filings and represented foreign representatives in chapter 15 proceedings. Ms. Fay also counsels 
management, boards and creditors on issues related to distressed companies, the rights of creditors 
and insolvency. She has represented clients in a broad range of industries, including biotechnology, 
medical devices, retail, manufacturing, transportation, energy, health care and financial services. 
Previously, Ms. Fay was a partner at Bayard P.A., a Wilmington-based boutique law firm, where she 
was a member of its business restructuring and liquidations group and served on the firm’s executive 
committee. Early in her legal career, she clerked for Hon. Brendan L. Shannon, Hon. Kevin Gross 
and Hon. Peter J. Walsh, all of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware. While in law 
school, she interned for Hon. Shirley S. Abrahamson of the Wisconsin Supreme Court. Following 
graduation, Ms. Fay practiced restructuring law as an associate at Morris, Nichols, Arsht & Tunnell 
LLP. She was honored as a member of the 2020 class of ABI’s “40 Under 40.” Ms. Fay received her 
B.A. summa cum laude in English and political science from the University of Wisconsin – Stevens 
Point and her J.D. from the University of Wisconsin Law School, where she was inducted into the 
Order of the Coif and participated in moot court and on the Wisconsin International Law Journal. 
Following college, she spent a year in service with AmeriCorps VISTA administering a teen court 
in Southern Maryland.

Hon. Craig T. Goldblatt is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Delaware in Wilmington, 
where he has served since his appointment in April 2021. Prior to his appointment, he was a bank-
ruptcy litigator in the Washington, D.C. office of WilmerHale, where his practice primarily involved 
the representation of financial institutions and other commercial creditors in complex bankruptcy 
litigation and appeals. Earlier in his career, Judge Goldblatt clerked for Hon. Richard D. Cudahy of 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit and Hon. David H. Souter of the U.S. Supreme 
Court. He is a Conferee in the National Bankruptcy Conference (for which he serves as Secretary) 
and is a vice president of the American College of Bankruptcy. He also has been active on the Busi-
ness Bankruptcy Committee of the American Bar Association’s Business Law Section. Judge Gold-
blatt has served on the Education Committee of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and 
as an adjunct professor at Georgetown University Law Center and George Washington University 
Law School, where he teaches classes focused on bankruptcy law. He received his Bachelor’s degree 
magna cum laude from Georgetown University in 1990 and his J.D. with honors from the University 
of Chicago Law School in 1993, where he served as comment editor of the University of Chicago 
Law Review.

Alessandra Glorioso is a partner with Dorsey & Whitney LLP in Wilmington, Del., and co-chairs  
the firm’s Bankruptcy Practice Group. She represents debtors, significant creditors, acquirers of as-
sets and contract counterparties in chapter 11 and chapter 7 proceedings and bankruptcy litigation. 
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She also assists companies and creditors in out-of-court workout and restructuring efforts. Ms. Glo-
rioso’s litigation service extends to Delaware corporate, commercial and intellectual property mat-
ters. She regularly assists in matters before the U.S. District Court for the District of Delaware, the 
Delaware Court of Chancery and the Delaware Superior Court. Ms. Glorioso received her B.A. in 
English in 2008 from the University of Delaware and her J.D. cum laude in 2011 from Hofstra Uni-
versity School of Law, where she served as Notes & Comments Editor of the Hofstra Law Review.

Hon. Elizabeth L. Gunn is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Columbia in Washington, 
D.C., appointed on Sept. 4, 2020. A COVID-era selection and appointment, she was sworn in by 
Zoom from her living room. Prior to her appointment, Judge Gunn served as an Assistant Attorney 
General for the Commonwealth of Virginia as the sole the bankruptcy specialist for the Division of 
Child Support Enforcement. She also practiced law in Richmond, Va., at Sands Anderson PC and 
McGuireWoods LLP. In 2017, Judge Gunn was honored as a member of ABI’s inaugural class of 
“40 Under 40.” In 2022, she was recognized by the Bar Association of the District of Columbia as its 
Judicial Honoree and recipient of the BADC’s Suzanne V. Richards Foundation Grant. Judge Gunn 
serves on the advisory board of the American Bankruptcy Law Journal and is a coordinating and as-
sociate editor of the ABI Journal. In addition, she sits on the boards of the Federal Bar Association 
Bankruptcy Section, International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation, American 
Bar Association National Conference of Federal Trial Judges and the Chesapeake Chapter of the 
Turnaround Management Association. She also is a member of the Walter Chandler Bankruptcy Inn 
of Court and is Board Certified in Consumer Law by the American Board of Certification. Judge 
Gunn received her B.A. cum laude from Willamette University and her J.D. cum laude from Boston 
College Law School.

Kurt F. Gwynne is the managing partner of the Delaware office of Reed Smith LLP and a member 
of the firm’s Financial Industry Group, having practiced in the area of Commercial Restructuring 
& Bankruptcy for more than 25 years. He has served as a court-appointed expert, a court-appointed 
examiner and a court-appointed trustee in chapter 11 cases. In addition, he has represented indenture 
trustees, secured creditors, creditors’ committees, debtors and other parties in interest in bankruptcy 
cases throughout the U.S. and its territories. Mr. Gwynne is a Fellow of the American College of 
Bankruptcy (23rd Class) and is recognized in Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers as a 
“Band 1” reorganization/bankruptcy attorney in Delaware. In 2010, he was selected as one of the 
“10 Most Admired Bankruptcy Attorneys” in the U.S. by Law360. He also is recognized in The Best 
Lawyers in America and Delaware Super Lawyers. Mr. Gwynne received his B.A. summa cum laude 
in political science, with a minor in business administration, from the University of Central Florida 
in 1988 and his J.D. in 1992 from the University of Pennsylvania Law School, where he was a senior 
editor of the Journal of International Business Law and a winner of Penn’s Edwin R. Keedy Cup 
Moot Court Competition. Following law school, he clerked for Hon. Bruce Fox of the U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania.

Peter Hartheimer is a managing director with Sherwood Partners, Inc. in New York and has more 
than 20 years of experience as a management consultant. His focus is on the orderly wind-down 
of distressed corporations and divestitures of their underlying assets. He has worked as a principal 
for private-equity concerns and as an agent as an investment banker. Mr. Hartheimer’s client en-
gagements include capital restructuring, corporate reorganizations, equity and creditors’ commit-
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tees, buy- and sell-side advisory, and asset-disposition. He concentrates in middle-market distressed 
transactions and has experience working with state and federal insolvency processes. He has partici-
pated in over 100 dissolutions and is experienced in asset-recovery, corporate turnarounds and asset 
management in such industries as energy, health care, commercial and general aviation, automo-
tive, rail, materials handling, general manufacturing, pulp & paper, agribusiness, e.com, retail and 
distribution. Most recently, Mr. Hartheimer has been the representative to the assignee in multiple 
assignments for the benefit of creditors. In his capacity as fiduciary, he is tasked with executing the 
wind-down of domestic technology companies and their foreign subsidiaries. In addition to his pro-
fessional credits, Mr. Hartheimer is a member of ABI, the Turnaround Management Association and 
WorkOUT LGBTQ’s in Restructuring, where he is an emeritus board member. He is a graduate of 
the State University of New York at New Paltz.

Dion W. Hayes is a partner with McGuireWoods LLP in Richmond, Va. He served from 2017-22 
as the firm’s deputy managing partner for Litigation and chaired the firm’s Restructuring and Insol-
vency Department from 2012-17. Since 1992, Mr. Hayes has focused his practice on insolvency law 
and financial restructuring, including bankruptcy, out-of-court restructurings, distressed-asset acqui-
sitions and recapitalizations, and related litigation. He has particular experience in the coal, mining, 
insurance, banking, retail and health care industries. He also has experience with the insolvencies in 
the U.S. and elsewhere of regulated entities, such as insurance companies and banks. Mr. Hayes has 
appeared in bankruptcy courts and other federal courts in Delaware, Florida, New York, Texas and 
Virginia. He is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and has been selected for inclusion 
in Chambers USA (Tier 1) for Bankruptcy, The Best Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy and Credi-
tor/Debtor Rights, Super Lawyers for Bankruptcy & Creditor/Debtor Rights, Banking, and Business 
Litigation, the Legal Elite for Bankruptcy, and the Irish Legal 100. He is admitted to practice in 
D.C., Maryland, New York and Virginia, and he teaches bankruptcy as an adjunct professor at Wil-
liam & Mary Law School. Mr. Hayes received his B.A. from the University of Virginia in 1989 and 
his J.D. from William & Mary Law School in 1992.

Hon. Thomas M. Horan is U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Delware in Wilmington, 
appointed in 2023. He previously practiced law in Wilmington for 18 years, focusing on finan-
cial restructuring and bankruptcy litigation. Most recently, Judge Horan had been a member of the 
Bankruptcy, Insolvency and Restructuring group at Cozen O’Connor, a national firm headquartered 
in Philadelphia with a Wilmington office. He joined Cozen in a group-wide 2020 defection from 
Fox Rothschild, for which he had worked since its own 2018 merger with Wilmington-based Shaw 
Fishman Glantz & Towbin. Judge Horan’s national practice included representing debtors and of-
ficial unsecured creditor committees in complex chapter 11 proceedings, and he represented secured 
creditors and other parties in litigation. He also frequently provided opinion letters on commercial 
transactions and represented parties before the state’s Court of Chancery and Superior Court. Last 
year, Judge Horan was named to Lawdragon’s list of the Top 500 U.S. bankruptcy and restructuring 
lawyers. He also serves on ABI’s Board of Directors. Judge Horan received his B.A. in 1989 and his 
M.A. in 1992 from Fordham University, and his J.D. cum laude from St. John’s University School of 
Law in 2002, where he was executive notes and comments editor for the ABI Law Review.

Patrick A. Jackson is a partner with Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP in Wilmington, Del. He 
advises companies in prebankruptcy contingency planning, as chapter 11 debtors-in-possession, and 
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in related litigation in federal and state courts, as well as other parties in interest to chapter 11 and 
other insolvency proceedings, including post-confirmation trusts, assignees for the benefit of credi-
tors, secured lenders and other creditors, equityholders and asset-purchasers. Mr. Jackson is a regu-
lar contributor to legal periodicals such as the ABI Journal and the Federal Lawyer, and his work 
has been cited by several courts and legal commentators. In law school he was a staff writer (2004) 
and later editor-in-chief (2005) of the Uniform Commercial Code Reporter-Digest, a commercial 
publication that analyzed and indexed UCC-related decisions from the state and federal courts. Pre-
viously, Mr. Jackson clerked for Hon. Mary F. Walrath, then Chief Judge of the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court for the District of Delaware. He received his B.A. in 2000 from Boston College and his J.D. 
cum laude in 2005 from Boston College Law School.

Christopher A. Jones is a managing partner with Whiteford Taylor & Preston, LLP in its Falls 
Church, Va., office and focuses his practice in the insolvency area, regularly dealing with finan-
cial restructuring, distressed-asset transactions, business turnarounds and bankruptcy law, including 
related litigation. His experience includes representing all major constituencies in the distressed-
business arena, including companies and their owners, directors and officers, ad hoc and official 
committees, trade creditors and vendors, and court-appointed fiduciaries. During his nearly 25 years 
in practice, Mr. Jones has worked with clients in a variety of industries, including commercial real 
estate, retail, automotive, government contracting, mortgage lending, consumer electronics, hospi-
tality, convenience store, construction and electrical contracting. He has been involved in many of 
the “mega” chapter 11 cases filed in Virginia, including Paper Source Inc., Intelsat, SA, Le Tote Inc. 
(Lord & Taylor), Pier 1 Imports Inc., Guitar Center, Chinos Inc. (J Crew), Toys “R” Us, Gymboree, 
LandAmerica Financial Group, Circuit City Stores, RoomStore Inc. and Heilig-Meyers Corp. He 
has also represented bankruptcy trustees and liquidating agents in a variety of litigation matters. In 
addition to his work in the insolvency arena, Mr. Jones also has trial experience in commercial litiga-
tion matters in federal court. He has been recognized by Chambers and Partners as a leading bank-
ruptcy attorney in Virginia, and is listed in Virginia Business Magazine’s “Legal Elite – Virginia’s 
Best Lawyers” and in The Best Lawyers in America. He has also been selected as a Super Lawyer in 
Virginia. Mr. Jones is AV Peer Review-Rated by Martindale-Hubbell. He received his undergraduate 
degree in 1992 from Duke University and his J.D. in 1996 from the University of Richmond School 
of Law.

Laura Davis Jones is a named partner and management committee member of Pachulski Stang 
Ziehl & Jones LLP in Wilmington, Del., and is the managing partner of the firm’s Delaware office. 
She gained national recognition as debtor’s counsel in the Continental Airlines bankruptcy case and 
has represented numerous debtors, creditors’ committees, bank groups, acquirers and other signifi-
cant constituencies in national chapter 11 cases and workout proceedings. Ms. Jones participates as a 
speaker at national bankruptcy and litigation seminars, and she has authored numerous articles. She 
was named “Deal Maker of the Year” by The American Lawyer in 2002, which also has profiled her. 
Ms. Jones has been named continuously by her peers as one of the The Best Lawyers in America” 
and as one of the “Best Lawyers in Delaware,” and was selected as one of the top 10 lawyers in 
Delaware by Delaware Super Lawyers. She is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and 
a Chambers USA “Star Individual,” the highest honor a lawyer can receive. Ms. Jones has been rec-
ognized in the K&A Restructuring Register and the Lawdragon 500 since their inception, has been 
named repeatedly to the International Who’s Who of Insolvency and Restructuring Lawyers, and is 
AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell. In 2018, she received the prestigious “Women Leadership” award 
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at Global M&A Network’s Turnaround Atlas Awards, which honors the achievement of influential 
women leaders in the restructuring and turnaround communities. She started her career as a judicial 
law clerk in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware. Ms. Jones is admitted to practice 
in Delaware and the District of Columbia. She received her undergraduate degree from the University 
of Delaware and her J.D. from Dickinson School of Law, where she was on the board of editors and 
business manager for the Dickinson Law Review and served on the Appellate Moot Court Board.

Hon. Michael B. Kaplan is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of New Jersey in Trenton, 
initially appointed on Oct. 3, 2006, and named Chief Judge on May 1, 2020. Prior to taking the bench, 
Judge Kaplan served as a standing chapter 13 bankruptcy trustee, as well as a member of the chapter 
7 panel of bankruptcy trustees, where he received case appointments as both a chapter 11 and chapter 
12 trustee. His private practice included the representation of institutional lenders consumer debtors 
(under both chapters 7 and 13), business debtors and individuals undergoing reorganization pursu-
ant to chapter 11. Judge Kaplan is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and has been 
appointed by the director of the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts (AOUSC) to a term as the 
Third Circuit representative to the Bankruptcy Judges Advisory Group, in addition to appointments 
as the bankruptcy judge representative for the Risk and Finance Management Advisory Council, 
Human Resources Advisory Council and Budget & Finance Advisory Council to the AOUSC. As a 
member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, Judge Kaplan has served as treasurer and 
executive board member. He serves currently as a member of the Judiciary Advisory Council for the 
Rabiej Litigation Law Center. Over the past 30 years, he has spoken to numerous bar associations and 
business organizations, and since 2009 he has taught as an adjunct professor at Rutgers University 
School of Law. Judge Kaplan has authored several articles relating to bankruptcy issues and is a co-
author of West’s Consumer Bankruptcy Manual and Consumer Bankruptcy Handbook. He received 
the NCBJ President’s Award for Excellence, the Conrad B. Duberstein Memorial Award given by 
the New York Institute of Credit, the Judicial Service Award from the Association of Insolvency and 
Restructuring Advisors, the National Association of Chapter 13 Trustees’ 2006 Distinguished Service 
Award and New Jersey State Bar Association’s 1999 Legislative Recognition Award. Prior to taking 
the bench, Judge Kaplan served as mayor and councilman for the Borough of Norwood, N.J., and as a 
member of the Norwood Planning Board. He received his A.B. from Georgetown University in 1984 
and his J.D. from Fordham University School of Law in 1987.

Lawrence A. Katz is a partner at Hirschler Fleischer in its Tysons Corner, Va., office, and for nearly 
40 years has represented both debtors and creditors alike, in courtroom proceedings and boardroom 
negotiations. Among his debtor clients are business entrepreneurs, commercial enterprises, and real 
estate and hotel developers in chapter 11 bankruptcy reorganizations, liquidations and out-of-court 
restructurings. His creditor clients include lenders and unsecured creditors’ committees. As a comple-
ment to his work as a party advocate, Mr. Katz has been asked to serve as a chapter 11 trustee in cor-
porate and individual bankruptcy cases, a liquidating trustee and plan administrator, a mediator and 
an expert witness. He is currently serving as a subchapter V trustee in Maryland, the District of Co-
lumbia and the Eastern District of Virginia. Mr. Katz has been recognized as a “Leader in the Field” 
of Bankruptcy/Restructuring, Virginia, by Chambers USA: Guide to America’s Leading Lawyers for 
Business for 2015-17 and has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy & Creditor 
Debtor Rights/Insolvency & Reorganization Law and for Bankruptcy Litigation from 2006-15 and 
in 2017, as well as in Virginia Super Lawyers from 2010-15. He received his B.A. magna cum laude 
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from the State University of New York at Buffalo and his J.D. from Georgetown University Law 
Center.

Ferve E. Khan is a full-service bankruptcy and restructuring attorney in the New York office of Bak-
erHostetler LLP, where her practice includes both plaintiff and defense-side litigation and transac-
tional work. She has particular experience in the financial services, energy and health care industries. 
She also has represented creditors, committees and fiduciaries in cases of mass torts, the recovery of 
the proceeds of fraud, and chapter 11. In 2020, Ms. Kahn was named one of ABI’s “40 Under 40.” In 
addition, she co-chairs ABI’s Legislative Committee. Ms. Khan received her B.A. in political science 
magna cum laude in 2005 from Brown University, and her J.D. in 2008 from Cornell University Law 
School, where she served as articles editor for the Cornell International Law Journal and managing 
editor of the Legal Information Institute Bulletin.

Jill Kirshenbaum is a senior vice president of Business Development at Briar Capital Real Estate 
Fund in Highland Park, Ill., and is experienced in accounts receivable, commercial real estate, pur-
chase-order facilities and other alternative financing for commercial business needs. Previously, she 
was responsible for creating collaborative alliances and new opportunities with the finance world. 
Ms. Kirshenbaum works with nonbank, bank, fiduciary, accounting and turnaround professionals 
on improving the outcome with liquidity for the businesses they serve. She also serves on the Turn-
around Management Association’s global board of directors as a trustee and board member of its 
Global women’s board (the TMAnow). She has a wide network of individuals in finance, and is seen 
as a mentor who is willing to assist in collaboration, introduction and advocacy. Ms. Kirshenbaum 
received her B.S. in education from the University of Maine.

David M. Klauder is a founding member of Bielli & Klauder, LLC in Wilmington, Del., where he 
focuses his practice on commercial and corporate bankruptcy, commercial and general litigation, and 
corporate law. He has experience in all aspects of corporate and personal bankruptcy, representing 
debtors, creditors and trustees in chapter 7 and chapter 11 cases. In addition, Mr. Klauder is a sub-
chapter V trustee in the District of Delaware and has handled more than 30 subchapter V cases since 
the SBRA went into law in 2020. He also is a court-appointed fee examiner in many complex chapter 
11 cases in both the District of Delaware and Southern District of New York. Prior to forming Bielli 
& Klauder, Mr. Klauder spent 10 years as a trial attorney for the Office of the U.S. Trustee in the 
Wilmington, Del., where he had primary responsibility on behalf of the federal government for some 
of the largest corporate chapter 11 bankruptcies in the country. He received his B.B.A. from Loyola 
University Maryland and his J.D. from the George Washington University Law School.

Noah A. Levine is a partner and head of the Commercial Litigation Group of WilmerHale in New 
York, where he represents clients in a diverse range of litigation matters, including class actions and 
appeals. He has defended businesses in consumer class actions under federal banking statutes, life in-
surance statutes, federal and state consumer protection laws and antitrust laws, and has litigated data 
breach, privacy and other complex commercial matters. Mr. Levine’s litigation practice is divided 
between appellate and trial work. On the appellate side, he has prepared merits briefs, petitions for 
certiorari and amicus briefs before the U.S. Supreme Court and numerous federal appellate courts 
in cases involving arbitration, banking, constitutional, commercial, insurance, intellectual property 
and securities matters. Mr. Levine has presented oral argument in many of the same cases, in the 
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U.S. Courts of Appeals for the Second, Eighth, Ninth and Federal Circuits. On the trial side, he 
frequently represents financial institutions in class actions and other complex commercial litigation 
involving banking, life insurance, consumer protection, data breach, privacy, intellectual property 
and constitutional matters. Prior to joining WilmerHale, Mr. Levine was associated with a law firm 
in Seattle and spent one year at the U.S. Department of Justice as a Bristow Fellow in the Office of 
the Solicitor General. He was recognized by Chambers USA from 2019-23 for his work in financial 
services regulation and consumer finance litigation, named a “Litigation Star” in New York for se-
curities, appellate and commercial by Benchmark Litigation in 2021 and 2023, and recommended 
by The Legal 500 United States in 2016 and 2018 for his dispute-resolution and general commercial 
litigation practice. Mr. Levine received his A.B. in 1993 summa cum laude from Dartmouth College 
and his J.D. in 1997 from Columbia University, where he served as executive managing editor of the 
Columbia Law Review.

Timothy J. Martin, CIRA, CFE, CTP, CCFI is a managing director at Huron Consulting Group 
in Boston and leads its Corporate Dispute Advisory practice. He focuses his practice on providing 
forensic, investigative and financial advisory consulting services, primarily related to distressed situ-
ations. Mr. Martin has advised secured lenders, creditors’ committees, debtors, shareholders, trustees, 
receivers and examiners in cases throughout the U.S. He has been involved in many high-profile 
investigations, including investigating the failures at HealthSouth, the Kmart Stewardship investiga-
tion, the Thomas Petters and TelexFree Ponzi schemes, the Residential Capital examiner report and 
advising parties in the Purdue Pharma opioid litigation. Mr. Martin recently served as financial advi-
sor to the court appointed Examiner in the Celsius Networks LLC Chapter 11 case. He previously 
held positions with KPMG, LLP and Arthur Andersen, LLP. Mr. Martin received his B.A. in account-
ing in 1997 from the Isenberg School of Management at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst.

Tanya Meerovich, CFA, CFE, CIRA, CTP is a senior managing director with FTI Consulting, Inc. 
in New York and specializes in providing financial and strategic solutions to companies, their credi-
tors and investors. She has worked with both public and private companies across many sectors. Ms. 
Meerovich has industry expertise in the financial services, real estate, nonprofit, insurance, health 
care, education, energy, manufacturing, infrastructure, print, entertainment and retail industries. Her 
advisory services include assisting senior management teams and various stakeholders in developing 
and implementing strategic alternatives, revenue enhancement initiatives and cost-reduction initia-
tives. In addition, she has experience in the review and assessment of business plans and financial 
models, preparation of financial projections and cash-flow models, financial analysis, cash manage-
ment, asset management and liquidation, claims analysis, fraud investigations and forensic account-
ing. Ms. Meerovich’s recent engagements include advising management teams and boards of AG 
Mortgage Investment Trust Inc, the Government Development Bank of Puerto Rico, Impac Mort-
gage, MFA Financial, Ocwen Financial, Puerto Rico Highways and Transportation Authority, Resi-
dential Capital (ResCap), Three Lions Entertainment, Workflow Management and several mortgage 
REITs. She also has advised senior secured lenders. Prior to joining FTI Consulting, Ms. Meerovich 
was in the Financial Services Advisory group of RSM Cayman Islands, where she was involved in a 
number of high-profile and complex cross-border insolvency engagements in the financial services 
sector. Prior to that, she worked for a securities broker-dealer in the Chicago area. Ms. Meerovich 
previously held NASD Series 24, 7 and 63 licenses and served on several boards, including the New 
York Chapter of the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation and Rock & 
Rawhide, a nonprofit organization. She is a member of ABI, the Association for Financial Profes-
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sionals, the Association of Certified Fraud Examiners, the Association of Insolvency & Restructuring 
Advisors, the Chartered Financial Analyst Institute, the New York Society of Security Analysts and 
the Turnaround Management Association. Ms. Meerovich received her B.S. in finance and business 
management from Roosevelt University.

Eric J. Monzo is a partner with Morris James LLP in Wilmington, Del., where he focuses on issues 
relating to business restructuring and insolvency. He regularly represents a wide range of stakehold-
ers with a focus on official and unofficial committees, indenture trustees, commercial creditors and 
lender groups, in addition to corporate debtors and their independent and special committee manage-
ment. Mr. Monzo handles matters relating to the restructuring and liquidation of companies in a broad 
range of industries with experience in health care, construction, energy, finance, food and beverage, 
pharmaceuticals, technology, transportation, real estate and retail. While many of the matters pertain 
to matters pending in courts located in Delaware and involve issues of Delaware law, he also repre-
sents clients in multi-jurisdictional and international insolvency proceedings and litigation outside 
of Delaware. Mr. Monzo is a member of the American Bar Association’s Business Law Section and 
chairs its Chapter 11 Subcommittee, and he is a former Education Director for ABI’s Unsecured 
Trade Creditors Committee. He also is a member of the Delaware Bankruptcy American Inn of Court, 
Delaware State Bar Association, Federal Bar Association and the Turnaround Management Associa-
tion. Mr. Monzo is admitted to practice in Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey and Pennsylvania, be-
fore the U.S. District Courts for the Districts of Delaware, New Jersey and Maryland, as well as the 
Eastern and Western Districts of Pennsylvania, and before the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District 
of Delaware. He received his B.A. in psychology and business administration with a concentration 
in finance in 1999 from Washington & Jefferson College, and his J.D. with honors from Widener 
University Delaware Law School.

Brittany J. Nelson is a partner and a litigation attorney with Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan, 
LLP in Washington, D.C. She regularly represents clients in high-stakes bankruptcy litigation, includ-
ing most recently Shiloh Industries, Pier 1, Toys “R” Us, Sears, GST Autoleather and Intelsat, S.A. 
Ms. Nelson regularly represents unsecured creditors’ committees, ad hoc committees, shareholders,  
chapter 7 and chapter 11 trustees, and federal court-appointed receivers in a variety of bankruptcy 
matters. She also has experience representing individuals, officers and directors, businesses, financial 
institutions, corporations, partnerships and other entities involved in commercial transactions and 
large bankruptcy and litigation matters, including retail, airline, automotive, coal, fraud and Ponzi 
scheme matters. Ms. Nelson’s practice includes restructuring work and complex commercial litiga-
tion cases in state and federal courts throughout the U.S. and internationally. Previously, she was a 
litigation associate with Patton Boggs, LLC and clerked for the District Court of the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands. Ms. Nelson is admitted to practice in Virginia, the District of Columbia and Utah. She received 
her A.B. cum laude in history 2000 from Harvard University, where she was a Harvard National 
Scholar, and her J.D. cum laude in 2003 from Georgetown University Law Center, where she was a 
senior articles and notes editor for the American Criminal Law Review.

Hon. Vincent F. Papalia is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of New Jersey in Newark, sworn 
in on Dec. 29, 2014, following a 30-year career in private practice. For 20 years, he had been a partner 
with the law firm of Saiber LLC and the head of its Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights Department. 
Prior to joining Saiber LLC, he was an associate and then a partner with Clapp & Eisenberg, P.C. 
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For virtually his entire career, Judge Papalia focused his practice on representing various parties-in-
interest in bankruptcy and foreclosure-related litigation and proceedings before federal, state and 
bankruptcy courts. He also served for many years as a court-appointed mediator for the U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Court for the District of New Jersey and was vice-chair of the District V-A Ethics Committee 
from 2013-14. He also chaired the Debtor-Creditor Committee of the Essex County Bar Association. 
Judge Papalia has authored or co-authored numerous articles on bankruptcy and creditors’ rights is-
sues and has often spoken on those topics. While in private practice, he was listed in Chambers USA 
and New Jersey’s Best Lawyers. Judge Papalia received his B.B.A. in 1980 summa cum laude from 
Pace University and his J.D. cum laude from Fordham University School of Law in 1984, where he 
was a member of its law review.

Morgan L. Patterson is a partner with Womble Bond Dickinson in Wilmington, Del., where her 
practice focuses on corporate bankruptcy and creditors’ rights in complex chapter 11 proceedings. 
She has broad experience representing debtors, creditors’ committees, lenders, bondholders, secured 
and unsecured creditors, liquidation trustees, landlords, asset-purchasers, and other interested entities 
in various bankruptcy reorganization and liquidation proceedings. Ms. Patterson’s bankruptcy work 
includes all matters of litigation and transactions, including involuntary petitions, avoidance actions, 
relief-from-stay proceedings, trustee motions, sale and purchase of assets, executory contracts and 
lease issues, post-petition financing, disclosure statements, plan confirmation, and representing liq-
uidating trustees and plan administrators in the winding down of estates. She also has expertise with 
cross-border insolvency proceedings, specifically with respect to the consummation of large cross-
border asset sales. Ms. Patterson is Membership chair for the International Women’s Insolvency & 
Restructuring Confederation’s Delaware Chapter and is a member of the Federal Bar Association, 
ABI, the Delaware Bankruptcy Inn of Court and the Delaware State Bar Association. She has been 
listed in Chambers USA as a Ranked Lawyer for Bankruptcy/Restructuring in Delaware since 2022 
and was listed as a “Delaware Rising Star” in Bankruptcy by Super Lawyers from 2018-19. Ms. 
Patterson received her B.A. magna cum laude in 2005 from Temple University and her J.D. magna 
cum laude in 2009 from Widener University School of Law, where she was Bluebook editor of the 
Delaware Journal of Corporate Law.

Mark D. Podgainy, CTP is a managing director with Getzler Henrich & Associates LLC in New York 
and has more than 25 years of experience in operational roles and turnaround consulting in a variety 
of industries. His expertise includes operations restructuring, business plan analysis, performance 
improvement, cash and vendor management, bankruptcy consulting and interim-management 
services. Mr. Podgainy’s clients include companies, secured lenders, boards of directors and creditors’ 
committees, and he also works with law firms on forensic, litigation support and expert witness 
assignments. His client focus has been in the real estate, hospitality, consumer products, apparel and 
textile, food, retail and building products sectors. Mr. Podgainy leads the firm’s commercial real estate 
and hospitality practice, where he advises owners, sponsors and their creditor constituents in a variety 
of asset classes, including hotel, multifamily, office and industrial, among others. He has experience 
guiding clients through complicated and contentious workout and restructuring processes both in and 
out of court throughout the country. Mr. Podgainy has significant experience in the hospitality industry, 
including line and management positions at Harvey Hotels, Winegardner & Hammons (Holiday 
Inn concepts) and Howard Johnson’s Restaurants. His hotel clients are major flag franchisees and 
independent hotels, and his restaurant clients have included KFC, Big Boy Restaurants, Roadhouse 
Grill, Eateries (Garcia’s, Garfield’s and Pepperoni Grill concepts) and Toojay’s, among others. He is 
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currently the CRO of Urban Commons 2 West LLC, et al., and financial advisor to a flagged hotel 
going through a workout process with its senior lender. Mr. Podgainy is a board member of the NYC 
chapter of the Turnaround Management Association; of Neighborhood Housing Services of New 
York City, Inc., a nonprofit empowering disadvantaged low- and moderate-income New Yorkers to 
purchase and preserve affordable housing; and of the 520 West 19th Street Condo Association. He 
is a member of ABI and the Cornell Hotel Society. Mr. Podgainy has authored thought leadership 
articles on distressed mergers and acquisitions, real estate, hospitality, education and related topics for 
numerous industry trade publications. He received his Bachelor’s degree from Cornell University’s 
School of Hotel Administration and his M.B.A. from Columbia University.

Tara J. Schellhorn is a partner with Riker Danzig LLP in Morristown, N.J., in the firm’s Bankruptcy 
& Corporate Restructuring Group. Her practice focuses on all aspects of bankruptcy and restructur-
ing, including the representation of debtors, creditors’ committees, trustees, financial institutions, 
secured lenders, unsecured creditors and other parties in interest in complex chapter 11 cases. Ms. 
Schellhorn also has experience in bankruptcy litigation, including prosecuting and defending non-
dischargeability, preference and other avoidance actions. In addition, she has significant experience 
representing clients on complex corporate lending issues, including the representation of indenture 
trustees in default and bankruptcy situations. Her practice also includes civil litigation in both federal 
and state courts. Ms. Schellhorn is a member of the International Women’s Insolvency & Restruc-
turing Confederation (IWIRC) and is an immediate past co-chair of its New Jersey Network. She 
currently serves as the U.S. Networks Director for IWIRC’s international board of directors, and in 
2021, IWIRC honored her with the prestigious Melnick Award for exceptional contributions by an 
IWIRC member. Ms. Schellhorn also is an active ABI member and served as co-chair of ABI’s Young 
and New Members Committee, which received the Committee of the Year Award at ABI’s 2022 An-
nual Spring Meeting. She now serves as Communications Manager for ABI’s Emerging Industries 
and Technology Committee. She also serves as a contributing editor of the ABI Journal, overseeing 
the “Building Blocks” column, and she has authored numerous articles. Ms. Schellhorn is a member 
of the Lawyers Advisory Committee to the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of New Jersey. In 
January 2020, Ms. Schellhorn was appointed to a two-year term as a member of the Chester Town-
ship Environmental Commission. Prior to joining Riker Danzig, she clerked for Hon. Raymond T. 
Lyons in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of New Jersey. Ms. Schellhorn received her 
undergraduate degree magna cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa from Gettysburg College in 2004, and 
her J.D. magna cum laude from Widener University School of Law in 2007, where she served as 
editor-in-chief of the Widener Law Journal and received the Widener Law Journal Award for Distin-
guished Legal Scholarship. In addition, she received a 2007 ABI Medal of Excellence for outstanding 
performance in her bankruptcy coursework.

Joseph L. Schwartz is chair of the Bankruptcy & Corporate Restructuring Group at Riker Danzig 
LLP in Morristown, N.J. He has approximately 30 years of experience in commercial bankruptcy 
and state court insolvency matters. He also has experience in state and federal receiverships and as-
signments for the benefit of creditors, as well as out-of-court corporate restructurings, turnarounds, 
workouts and commercial litigation. Mr. Schwartz regularly represents debtors, banks, other secured 
lenders, indenture trustees, chapter 7 and 11 trustees, creditors’ committees, trade creditors, third-
party purchasers, insurance companies and landlords in bankruptcy and insolvency-related cases. He 
also serves as one of the subchapter V trustees in New Jersey and regularly serves as a mediator in 
bankruptcy cases in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of New Jersey. Mr. Schwartz has taken 
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a leading role in representing various constituents in numerous bankruptcy cases and insolvency-
related matters, including complex cases involving the mass tort, health care, commodities, mining 
and metals, real estate, retail, apparel, steel, airline, manufacturing, distribution, telecommunications 
and technology sectors. He also has served as a member and/or leader in various organizations, and is 
currently the president-elect for the New Jersey Turnaround Management Association. Mr. Schwartz 
received his B.S. in accounting from Rutgers University in 1988 and his J.D. cum laude in 1991 from 
Suffolk University Law School.

Stephanie Shack is a general counsel and senior vice president with Continental Realty Corporation 
in Baltimore, a privately owned and operated real estate investor that acquires and manages multi-
family communities and high-quality retail and office space in 10 states across the country. She honed 
her real estate transactional skills as senior vice president and general counsel for a national nonprofit 
specializing in affordable housing and as senior vice president and associate general counsel at a pub-
licly traded REIT. After moving to Baltimore to start her career as an attorney for a global law firm, 
she made the move to become an in-house attorney, allowing her to develop her expertise in portfolio 
strategy and risk, investment and asset management, as well as real estate and private-equity funds. 
Having spent most of her career representing landlords in office, multifamily and retail leasing, Ms. 
Shack brings a unique perspective on how market conditions impact commercial real estate. She re-
ceived her undergraduate degree in psychology from Washington University in St. Louis and her J.D. 
from Emory University School of Law.

Hon. John K. Sherwood is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of New Jersey in Newark, 
appointed in June 2015. In private practice, he had more than 25 years of experience in bankrupt-
cy and debtor/creditor matters, including related litigation. Some of his noteworthy engagements 
were Ocean Place Development Resort (counsel to debtor), MagnaChip Semiconductor Finance Co. 
(counsel to creditors’ committee), Quebecor World (USA) Inc. (litigation counsel), Le Nature’s Inc. 
(counsel to creditors’ committee) and the City of Detroit (counsel to union). Judge Sherwood was 
president of the New Jersey Bankruptcy Lawyers Foundation from 2008-13 and an active member of 
ABI and the Turnaround Management Association. He was selected by Chambers USA from 2013-
14 as one of America’s Leading Lawyers for Business, and he was recognized in The Best Lawyers 
in America (2012-15) for his work in bankruptcy and in Super Lawyers (2006, 2009-14), where he 
was featured in the bankruptcy section and corporate counsel edition. Judge Sherwood received his 
undergraduate degree from James Madison University in 1983 and his J.D. in 1986 from Seton Hall 
University School of Law.

Hon. J. Kate Stickles is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Delaware in Wilmington, ap-
pointed on April 6, 2021. Previously, she was member of Cole Schotz P.C.’s Bankruptcy and Cor-
porate Restructuring Department in its Wilmington, Del., office and practiced in the areas of corpo-
rate bankruptcy, insolvency and creditors’ rights, having represented debtors, official committees, 
creditors, examiners and trustees in chapter 11 cases. Judge Stickles has been named in Chambers 
USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for Business since 2010 and has been listed in The Best Lawyers 
in America and in Delaware Super Lawyers in the area of Bankruptcy and Creditor-Debtor Rights 
Law. She served as counsel to chapter 11 debtors in a variety of industries, including manufacturing 
and distribution, telecommunications, health care and media, in some of Delaware’s most significant 
bankruptcy cases. Judge Stickles has published in, and served as a contributing editor for, the ABI 



2023 MID-ATLANTIC BANKRUPTCY WORKSHOP

638

Journal and has also published in The Americas Restructuring and Insolvency Guide, the ABI Bank-
ruptcy Litigation Committee eNewsletter and the ABI Commercial Fraud Committee eNewsletter. 
Judge Stickles is active in the Bankruptcy Section of the Delaware State Bar Association, having 
served as the Section’s chair (2010-11), vice chair Commercial Bankruptcy (2009-10) and secretary 
(2008-09). She is also a member of the Delaware Views from the Bench Advisory Board and the 
International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC), for which she served as 
director-at-large from 2010-11. Judge Stickles received her B.A. in political science and communica-
tions from Western Maryland College and her J.D. from Temple University School of Law.

Brent C. Strickland is a partner with Whiteford Taylor Preston LLP in Rockville, Md., where he ad-
vises on legal strategies for managing financial and other issues that can otherwise hinder, or threaten, 
business growth and success. He has decades of experience with the rescue, restructuring and revi-
talization of companies at risk of financial distress, including through out-of-court financial restruc-
turings, bankruptcy or insolvency proceedings, and other essential strategies for corporate survival 
and renewal. Mr. Strickland has worked with numerous industries, including commercial real estate, 
retail operations, energy, golf courses and manufacturing. In addition, he is often asked to assist cor-
porate and individual debtors, buyers and sellers of distressed assets, and individual creditors in pro-
tecting their interests and maximizing recoveries. Mr. Strickland is an experienced litigator in matters 
related to bankruptcy and creditor issues in both state and federal courts, and has significant in-court 
trial experience. He has been listed in Benchmark Litigation as a Maryland and Delaware Bankruptcy 
“Future Star” from 2009-10, in The Best Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor 
Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law, and Litigation - Bankruptcy every year since 2012, and 
in Maryland Super Lawyers for Bankruptcy from 2007-20. In addition, he is a member of ABI and 
the Maryland Bankruptcy, Maryland State, Virginia State, New York State, District of Columbia and 
American Bar Associations. Mr. Strickland received his B.A. cum laude in 1990 from State Univer-
sity of New York (SUNY) Buffalo, and his J.D. magna cum laude in 1993 from American University 
Washington College of Law.

Charles J. Sullivan is a member of Bond, Schoeneck & King, PLLC in Syracuse, N.Y., and co-chairs 
the firm’s business restructuring, creditors’ rights and bankruptcy practice. He has more than 30 years 
of experience as a financial restructuring and bankruptcy attorney. Mr. Sullivan represents debtors, 
lenders, official committees, asset-purchasers, landlords and trustees in bankruptcy proceedings, fi-
nancial reorganizations, workouts and commercial litigation. He also is an experienced business and 
transactional lawyer. Mr. Sullivan is a frequent speaker on a variety of business and bankruptcy law 
topics. He is a member New York State, Onondaga County and Central New York Bankruptcy Bar 
Associations, an associate member of the Northeast Cooperative Council, a member of the executive 
board’s Tax and Accounting Committe of the National Council of Farmer Cooperatives, and a statu-
tory draftsperson of the Colorado Cooperatives Act and Amendments to the New York Abandoned 
Property Law. Mr. Sullivan is listed in The Best Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy and Creditor/
Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law, Corporate Law and Litigation - Bankruptcy from  
2010-23, as “Lawyer of the Year” in Syracuse Corporate Law in 2017, 2019, 2021 and 2023, and in 
New York Super Lawyers for Business and Corporate in 2022. He received his B.A. cum laude in 1989 
from St. Lawrence University and his J.D. magna cum laude in 1992 from the University at Buffalo 
School of Law, where he served as head Note and Comment editor for the Buffalo Law Review
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David I. Swan is partner with Hirschler Fleischer, PC in Tysons, Va., and has more than 25 years 
of experience in bankruptcy. His expertise includes litigation and transactional matters, providing 
critical path strategies, and achieving successful results. Prior to joining Hirschler, Mr. Swan was 
a partner with McGuireWoods. In addition to his representative debtor, trustee and committee en-
gagements, he has served as creditors’ rights counsel to Sprint in a number of highly publicized 
cases in and outside bankruptcy court. Mr. Swan has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America for 
Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law from 2013-23, and in 
Chambers USA America’s Leading Lawyers for Business for Bankruptcy/Restructuring in Virginia 
from 2015-22. He also was named among the “Legal Elite” by Virginia Business from 2010-12, and 
was named one of Super Lawyers “Pennsylvania Rising Stars” for Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor 
Rights in 2005. Mr. Swan received his B.S.B.A. from West Virginia Wesleyan College and his J.D. 
from the University of Pittsburgh School of Law.

Lisa B. Tancredi is Of Counsel at Womble Bond Dickinson (US) LLP in Baltimore and Wilmington, 
Del. She focuses her practice on restructuring, bankruptcy and creditors’ rights matters. Ms. Tancredi 
represents a wide range of clients, including financial institutions, funds, sureties, receivers, land-
lords, businesses, suppliers and contract counterparties, purchasers, and high-net-worth individuals, 
both inside and outside of bankruptcy court. In the syndicated loan arena, she works with agents and 
participating lenders to address distressed-debt facilities. Ms. Tancredi designs and leads regular 
seminars for local and national groups and has authored a number of articles and publications. She 
co-authored ABI’s Navigating Banking in Bankruptcy: A Guidebook, which informs bankers and ad-
visors about the treatment of cash management and bank products in bankruptcy. She is also ranked 
as a leading lawyer for bankruptcy/restructuring in Maryland by Chambers USA and has been listed 
as a top-rated bankruptcy attorney in Baltimore by Super Lawyers since 2011. Ms. Tancredi’s back-
ground is in mechanical engineering, but she acquired her affinity for bankruptcy during a law school 
clerkship with the Office of the U.S. Trustee. Following law school, she clerked for the late Hon. 
James F. Schneider of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Maryland. Over the course of her 
more than 25 years of practice, Ms. Tancredi has appeared in bankruptcy courts around the country 
representing a broad spectrum of constituencies, from estate fiduciaries and governmental authorities 
to creditors and interested parties. She currently co-chairs ABI’s Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Workshop, 
is a member of the board of directors of IWIRC’s Greater Maryland Network, chairs the Maryland 
Bankruptcy Bar Association’s U.S. District Court Liaison Committee, is a commissioner on the Bal-
timore County Ethics Commission, is a member of the Severn Bank Women’s Advisory Board and 
is a member of the board of directors of the USS Landing Craft Infantry National Association. In 
addition, she is a past president of the Maryland Bankruptcy Bar Association and a former chair of 
the Maryland Local Bankruptcy Rules Committee. Ms. Tancredi received her B.S. in mechanical en-
gineering cum laude from Virginia Tech and her J.D. from the University of Maryland School of Law.

Jeffrey T. Testa is a partner with McCarter & English, LLP in Newark, N.J., and represents busi-
nesses, individuals, debtors, creditors’ committees, lenders, chapter 11 and chapter 7 trustees, litiga-
tion trustees, receivers, assignees, creditors and defendants in complex bankruptcy proceedings and 
related litigation throughout the nation. He has been appointed as a chapter 11 trustee, is a chapter 7 
panel trustee, and serves as an assignee for the benefit of creditors in multiple cases. Mr. Testa has 
represented corporations and individuals in federal and state court litigation and in arbitrations and 
mediations in a wide variety of business litigation, construction and contractual disputes. He is also 
called upon by clients in times of crisis for leadership and advice on multiple topics, including white-
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collar criminal matters and government investigations. Mr. Testa has experience prosecuting and 
defending a wide range of bankruptcy-related litigation matters, including fraudulent conveyances, 
preferences, Ponzi schemes, D&O litigation, derivative employment issues, claims-objections, fee 
auditor disputes, tax disputes, and lease rejection, intellectual property, bankruptcy fraud and dis-
charge issues. He frequently counsels clients in the purchase and sale of distressed assets that include 
corporations, commercial and residential real estate, intellectual property, loan portfolios, television 
stations, liquor licenses, equipment, biomedical technologies and other assets. Mr. Testa has spoken 
on various legal issues as a panel speaker at the New Jersey State Bar Association Annual Meeting 
and Convention. He also previously served as the alternate municipal prosecutor for the Township of 
Verona in Essex County, N.J., and was a member of the District VA Ethics Committee. Mr. Testa is 
a member of ABI and the American and Essex County Bar Associations. He received his B.A. cum 
laude in 1995 from Seton Hall University and his J.D. in 1998 from Seton Hall University School of 
Law.

Vincenzo Toppi, CPA, CIRA, CFF, CCFE is a partner with CohnReznick LLP’s Restructuring 
and Dispuste Resolution Practice in Parsippany, N.J. He conducts internal investigations, fraud ex-
aminations, contract compliance and testing, royalty audits and computer forensic services on behalf 
of clients. He focuses in the areas involving misappropriation of funds or assets, asset-tracing and 
recovery, insider and third-party transfers, and insolvency analysis. Active in numerous fraud and fo-
rensic accounting investigations, Mr. Toppi is a senior member of the NHL/NHL Players Association 
engagement team, where he is involved in the analyses of individual teams’ reporting for compliance 
within the financial terms of the collective bargaining agreement (CBA). He also has experience 
investigating compliance with royalty and revenue-sharing arrangements. Mr. Toppi is a member 
of ABI and the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, New Jersey Society of Certified 
Public Accountants, Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors, Association of Certified 
Fraud Examiners and Association of Certified eDiscovery Specialists, and he is an advisory board 
member of the Government Investigation and Civil Litigation Institute. He received his B.S. in ac-
counting from the McGowan School of Business at King’s College.

Zachary Warren leads technology and innovation content and research for the Thomson Reuters 
Institute in Minneapolis. He has been writing and speaking on tech and innovation for more than a 
decade, and with Thomson Reuters, charts the future of professional services industries, including 
legal, tax, and risk and fraud, through writing, podcasts, speaking engagements and more. Previ-
ously, Mr. Warren was the editor-in-chief of ALM’s Legaltech News and was featured on Law.com, 
The American Lawyer and ALM events such as Legalweek. He received his Bachelor’s degree from 
Northwestern University’s Medill School of Journalism and his M.B.A. from the University of Min-
nesota’s Carlson School of Management.

Craig D. Warznak is a senior vice president with SSG Capital Advisors, LLC in West Conshohock-
en, Pa. He is responsible for leading financial analyses, market research and general oversight of the 
deal process. Mr. Warznak works closely with SSG’s clients on a wide range of special-situations 
transactions, including mergers and acquisitions, divestitures, restructurings, recapitalizations and 
private placements of both senior and subordinated debt and equity. Prior to joining SSG, he served 
as a vice president for an international investment firm, where he was responsible for sourcing and 
executing middle-market investments. Prior to that, he held senior-level positions with CDI Corp. 
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and Day & Zimmermann, where he led corporate development and strategic planning. He began 
his career in investment banking at Lazard. Mr. Warznak received The M&A Advisor’s 11th Annual 
Emerging Leaders Award in 2020. He is a member of the Turnaround Management Association, ABI 
and the Association for Corporate Growth. Mr. Warznak received his B.S. in business administration 
from Georgetown University McDonough School of Business.

Justin M. Winerman is a counsel in the Corporate Restructuring department of Skadden, Arps, 
Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP in Chicago. He represents clients around the world in all aspects of com-
plex corporate restructurings both in and out of court and across a wide range of industries, including 
health care, financial services, airlines, energy and media. He also advises on various insurance and 
reinsurance receivership and restructuring transactions. Mr. Winerman counsels creditors, lenders 
and other parties in interest on business reorganization and insolvency matters. He received his B.S. 
magna cum laude in 2002 from Northwestern University and his J.D. cum laude in 2008 from the 
University of Michigan Law School.


