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Charles W. Azano is a senior attorney in Greenberg Traurig, LLP’s Restructuring & Bankruptcy 
group in Boston. He represents parties in all areas of bankruptcy, most commonly representing in-
denture trustees, institutional investors and other creditors in receiverships, bankruptcies and out-of-
court workouts involving tax-exempt municipal bonds. Mr. Azano works in a broad array of sectors, 
including energy, hospitality, housing, manufacturing, and most commonly senior-living facilities, 
frequently working in cases involving continuing care retirement communities and assisted-living 
facilities. He has been actively involved in ABI for more than 20 years, having edited and contributed 
to publications, authored articles and served on committees. He is a frequent speaker on bankruptcy 
and issues arising in bond workouts. Previously, Mr. Azano clerked for Hon. Joel B. Rosenthal in the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Massachusetts. He received his undergraduate degree from 
Colgate University and his J.D. from Boston College Law School.

Darren T. Azman is a restructuring partner in the New York office of McDermott Will & Emery 
and a member of the firm’s Management Committee. He was lead counsel to the unsecured credi-
tors’ committee in the first U.S. crypto chapter 11 case, Cred Inc., and is currently leading the firm’s 
representation of the Cred Liquidation Trust in pursuing recoveries of lost and stolen cryptocurrency 
around the world. Mr. Azman’s clients also include private-equity sponsors, troubled companies, 
official creditors’ committees, financial and strategic purchasers of distressed assets, and other con-
stituents in connection with in-court and out-of-court restructurings. In addition, he has restructuring 
experience in the fields of energy, manufacturing, health care, technology, maritime and transporta-
tion and cross-border restructurings, including insolvency proceedings in Brazil, Germany, Japan 
and Korea. Mr. Azman acts as a trusted advisor to emerging companies by helping them navigate 
a wide range of business and legal issues, including capital-formation, licensing, developing and 
leveraging intellectual property, strategic alliances, regulatory compliance, employee and labor mat-
ters, litigation and general corporate matters. During law school, he took a leave of absence to start a 
health care technology company in New York, which still exists today. His clients include emerging 
companies in the technology, health care, energy, blockchain, cryptocurrency, telecommunications 
and media space. Mr. Azman was honored as a member of ABI’s 2021 class of “40 Under 40” and 
has been recognized in The American Lawyer as Litigator of the Week Runner-Up (February 2021), 
The Best Lawyers in America as one of the “Ones to Watch” for Bankruptcy and Debtor Credit 
Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law for 2021, and Turnarounds & Workouts as a 2021 Out-
standing Young Restructuring Lawyer. He also was part of the team that won the ABI Asset Sales 
Committee’s Asset Sale of the Year for his work as lead debtor’s counsel in In re Agera Energy. Mr. 
Azman received his B.S. magna cum laude from Bentley University and his J.D. cum laude from 
Georgetown University Law Center.

Sean M. Beach is a partner and co-chair of the Bankruptcy and Restructuring Group at Young 
Conaway Stargatt & Taylor, LLP in Wilmington, Del. He represents debtors, secured lenders, bond-
holder groups, unsecured creditors’ committees, court-appointed settlement monitors or trustees, 
special committees, boards and independent directors, and buyers and significant creditors in chapter 
11 proceedings, both in and out of court. Mr. Beach is admitted to practice in Delaware, New York 
and New Jersey, and before the U.S. District Courts for the Districts of Delaware and New Jersey 
and the Southern District of New York, and before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit. 
He has been listed in Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for Business for Bankruptcy/
Restructuring since 2012 and in The Best Lawyers in America for 2018 and 2019, and he is rated AV-
Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell. Mr. Beach is a member of the Delaware, New York State, New 
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jersey State and American Bar Associations, ABI and the Turnaround Management Association. He 
received his B.A. from Rutgers University and his J.D. from Hofstra University School of Law.

Harold J. Bordwin is a principal and co-president of Keen-Summit Capital Partners LLC in New 
York, and focuses on developing and implementing strategic real estate and corporate finance plans 
for his clients. Those plans involve real estate analysis, real estate acquisitions and dispositions, 
lease modifications and terminations, and corporate finance and capital markets services. Mr. Bor-
dwin has 34 years of real estate advisory/transactional and corporate finance experience. He has 
helped negotiate the sale of hundreds of properties, leaseholds and businesses nationwide; provided 
specialized valuation services; and provided in-depth workout services for retailers, financial institu-
tions and corporate clients. As a recognized expert on real estate restructuring issues, Mr. Bordwin 
has testified as an expert before the Judiciary Committee of the U.S. House of Representatives. He 
also has been interviewed and quoted in articles for The Wall Street Journal, The New York Times 
and various trade publications. Before he joined Keen-Summit Capital Partners, he was co-president 
at GA Keen Realty Advisors, a principal with KPMG LLP, a managing director with KPMG Cor-
porate Finance, CEO of Keen Consultants and an associate with the law firms of Stroock & Stroock 
& Lavan and McKenna, Conner & Cuneo. Mr. Bordwin received the 2016 Transaction of the Year 
Award by the Turnaround Management Association. He is a receiver and available as an indepen-
dent board member. Mr. Bordwin received his undergraduate degree in government from Wesleyan 
University in 1982 and his J.D. from Georgetown University Law Center in 1985, where he was a 
staff member of Law & Policy in International Business and published articles in the Ecology Law 
Quarterly of the University of California at Berkeley Boalt Hall School of Law.

Frederick W.H. Carter is counsel with Venable LLP in Washington, D.C., and represents credi-
tors, debtors, creditors’ committees, asset-purchasers and trustees in business reorganization and 
business liquidation. His clients have included financial institutions, technology companies, a major 
international airport authority, energy-trading companies, health care providers, chapter 11 and 7 
trustees, and liquidating agents appointed under chapter 11 plans. Mr. Carter represents plaintiffs 
and defendants in a wide variety of bankruptcy litigation in courts throughout the country. Prior to 
joining Venable, he practiced law in Texas and Colorado. He also served as a member of the standing 
panel of chapter 7 bankruptcy trustees in the District of Colorado. Mr. Carter is an at-large member 
of the board of the Maryland Bankruptcy Bar Association, and he frequently lectures on bankruptcy 
and creditors’ rights topics at seminars and bar association events. He is admitted to practice in Colo-
rado, the District of Columbia, Maryland, Texs and Virginia. Mr. Carter received his B.A. in 1983 
from Gustavus Adolphus College and his J.D. in 1987 from Southern Methodist University, where 
he served as notes editor of the Journal of Air Law and Commerce.

Hon. Jeffery A. Deller is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Pennsylvania in 
Pittsburgh, appointed in 2005. Prior to his appointment, he was a shareholder in the bankruptcy and 
insolvency practice group at Klett Rooney Lieber & Schorling, P.C. While in private practice, some 
of his representations included representing the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center Health 
System (UPMC) in connection with its $100 million acquisition of the assets of St. Francis Hospital, 
serving as counsel to the unsecured creditors’ committees of various chapter 11 cases (including the 
cases filed by National Record Mart and Arcadia Energy Corp.), and serving as advisor to most of 
the Pittsburgh region’s banks and financial institutions with respect to bankruptcy and loan workout 
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matters. Judge Deller is a prior recipient of the Allegheny County Bar Association’s Young Lawyer 
of the Year Award. He authored Looking Before You Leap Into an Involuntary Bankruptcy Case, 171 
N.J. L. J. 446 (2003), and Examining the Examiner: Waiver Of the Attorney-Client Privilege and the 
Outer Limits of an Examiner’s Powers in Bankruptcy, 43 Duq. L. Rev. 187 (2005), and co-authored 
“Putting Order to the Madness: BAPCPA and the Contours of the New Pre bankruptcy Credit Coun-
seling Requirements,” 16 J. Bankr. L. & Prac. 1 Art. 5 (2007). He is also a contributing author to 
West’s Pennsylvania Forms: Debtor-Creditor, a forms guide and treatise for practitioners. Judge 
Deller received hs B.A. in economics and political science from the University of Pittsburgh and 
his J.D. cum laude from Duquesne University School of Law, where he served as a member of The 
Duquesne Law Review and was the recipient of the American Bankruptcy Law Journal Prize award-
ed by the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and the Gerald K. Gibson Memorial Award 
granted by the Bankruptcy and Commercial Law Section of the Allegheny County Bar Association.

Brenna A. Dolphin is an associate with Polsinelli PC in Wilmington, Del., whose legal practice 
focuses on mid-market financial restructuring, bankruptcy and commercial transactions, primarily 
in the health care and retail industries. She regularly represents debtors, creditors’ committees and 
unsecured creditors in court on bankruptcy matters both as lead counsel and Delaware counsel in 
cases brought under chapters 7, 11 and 15 of the Bankruptcy Code. Ms. Dolphin appears in federal 
and state courts to advocate on behalf of clients, and also has an active assignment for the benefit 
of creditors practice in the Delaware Court of Chancery. She is an active member of ABI, a board 
member of IWIRC’s Delaware Network, and a member of the Delaware Bankruptcy Inn of Court 
and the Delaware Chapter of the Villanova Law Alumni Association. Ms. Dolphin received her B.A. 
from Franklin & Marshall College in 2007 and her J.D. cum laude in 2011 from Villanova University 
School of Law.

Hon. John T. Dorsey is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Delaware in Wilmington, sworn 
in on June 11, 2019. Previously, he practiced complex commercial litigation in Wilmington for 28 
years. For 16 of those years, Judge Dorsey was a partner at Young Conaway Stargatt & Taylor, LLC, 
where he represented debtors and creditors in chapter 11 litigation matters. He also served as general 
counsel to Young Conaway for five years. Prior to joining Young Conaway, Judge Dorsey practiced 
with Richards Layton & Finger, PC, and served as the state director for then-U.S. Senator Joseph R. 
Biden, Jr. Prior to practicing law, he served in both the U.S. Army as a Military Police Investigator 
and the U.S. Air Force as an ICBM launch officer. Judge Dorsey was a board member of Delaware 
Volunteer Legal Services for 25 years and was active as a volunteer for the Delaware Office of Child 
Advocate representing children in foster care. He received his B.A. from the University of New York 
at Binghamton and his J.D. magna cum laude from Wake Forest University School of Law.

Anne Eberhardt is a New York-based forensic accountant with Gavin/Solmonese LLC. She has 
performed numerous complex investigations in matters involving Ponzi schemes, FCPA violations, 
securities fraud and embezzlement, advising top-tier financial services companies, global energy and 
pharmaceutical firms, the U.S. Government and nongovernmental organizations. Ms. Eberhardt’s 
work has often taken her to conflict and disaster zones, including Iraq, Pakistan, Serbia and Ukraine. 
She received her B.S. in finance with an emphasis in quantitative methods from Brigham Young 
University and her M.B.A. from Brigham Young University’s Marriott School of Management.
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Leah M. Eisenberg is a partner with Mayer Brown LLP in New York and a member of its Restruc-
turing practice. Her practice focuses on counseling clients in default, restructuring, bankruptcy and 
corporate trust matters, with an emphasis on indenture trustee and creditor representations. Earlier 
in her career, she served as a first law clerk to Hon. Robert E. Gerber of he U.S. Bankruptcy Court 
for the Southern District of New York. Ms. Eisenberg is admitted to the New Jersey and New York 
Bars and is admitted to practice in the U.S. District Courts of the Eastern and Southern Districts of 
New York, as well as the Second Circuit Court of Appeals. More recently, she received the 2018 
New York Institute of Credit (NYIC) Women’s Division Executive of the Year Award, as well as a 
publication award at ABI’s Annual Spring Meeting in 2017. Ms. Eisenberg has been recognized in 
The Best Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorgani-
zation Law for 2020, and she is a member of the board of directors for the Association of Insolvency 
Restructuring Advisors (AIRA). In addition, she is a co-founder and board member of the Women’s 
Division for the New York Institute of Credit (NYIC), currently represents clients receiving Holo-
caust reparations from France and Germany and a Holocaust education nonprofit organization, and 
she is currently dedicating pro bono hours to advising a client referred to her by Her Justice. Ms. 
Eisenberg received her B.A. summa cum laude in 1997 from Binghamton University and her J.D. in 
2000 from Brooklyn Law School.

Michael T. Freeman is the Assistant U.S. Trustee for the Alexandria, Va., and District of Columbia 
divisions. He is licensed to practice in the Commonwealth of Virginia, Maryland and the District of 
Columbia. Mr. Freeman received his B.A. magna cum laude from Elon College (now known as Elon 
University) in 2000 and his J.D. from the University of Richmond T.C. Williams School of Law in 
2003.

Kristin K. Going is a partner in McDermott Will & Emery’s Business Restructuring practice in 
New York and represents clients in bankruptcy and insolvency proceedings. She concentrates her 
practice in commercial bankruptcy and insolvency matters, creditors’ rights, out-of-court workouts 
and restructurings and financial services litigation. Ms. Going’s experience encompasses all facets 
of bankruptcy and insolvency, including liquidating trusts, chapter 11 plan restructuring and related 
litigation, § 363 sales, valuation disputes, lien-perfection disputes, single-asset real estate, debtor-in-
possession financing, municipal bond finance deals, adversary actions and bankruptcy appeals. She 
also teaches a course on chapter 11 restructuring at St. John’s University School of Law. Ms. Going 
received her LL.M. in Bankruptcy from St. John’s University School of Law.

Prof. Bruce Grohsgal is the Helen S. Balick Professor in Business Bankruptcy Law at Delaware 
Law School, Widener University, where he teaches bankruptcy, contracts and other commercial law 
courses. He previously was a partner in the Wilmington, Del., office of Pachulski Stang Ziehl & 
Jones, where he represented debtors, creditors’ committees and trustees in chapter 11 bankruptcy 
cases and litigation. Prof. Grohsgal was a Senior Fellow at Americans for Financial Reform, Wash-
ington, D.C., from October 2012 to January 2013 while on sabbatical from his former firm. He also 
chaired the Bankruptcy Section of the Delaware State Bar Association from 2008-09. Prof. Grohsgal 
has spoken and written on numerous bankruptcy topics, including “first-day” motions, asset sales, 
the treatment of derivatives, repos and other financial instruments in bankruptcy, financial institution 
bankruptcies, and structured dismissals. His recent articles include “Why Student Loans Are Nearly 
Impossible to Discharge in Bankruptcy,” XLI JAN Am. Bankr. Inst. J. 58 (Jan. 2022); “The Altera-
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tion of Ex Ante Agreements by the Bankruptcy Code,” 95 Am. Bankr. L. J. 713 (2021); “The Long 
Strange Trip to a Certainty of Hopelessness: The Legislative and Political History of the Nondis-
charge of Student Loans in Bankruptcy,” 95 Am. Bankr. L. J. 443 (2021); and “The Argument for a 
Federal Rule of Decision for a Bankruptcy Court’s Recharacterization of a Claim as Equity,” 94 Am. 
Bankr. L. J. 681 (2020). In addition, he is editor-in-chief of the Norton Journal of Bankruptcy Law 
and Practice and co-editor-in-chief of the Norton Annual Survey of Bankruptcy Law, and he is the 
director of the Institute of Delaware Corporate and Business Law. Prof. Grohsgal received his J.D. 
in 1980 from Columbia University Law School.

Victoria A. Guilfoyle is a partner with Blank Rome LLP in Wilmington, Del., where she concen-
trates her practice on corporate bankruptcy and business reorganization matters and related litigation. 
She represents chapter 11 debtors, creditors’ committees, lenders, private-equity funds and other 
secured creditors, chapter 11 and chapter 7 trustees, asset-purchasers, equipment lessors, utility pro-
viders, software licensors, landlords, liquidation and litigation trusts, and e-commerce service pro-
viders. She also prosecutes and defends against avoidance and fraudulent-transfer actions brought 
in large chapter 11 cases. In addition to her bankruptcy practice, Ms. Guilfoyle focuses her practice 
in corporate and commercial litigation matters. She is serving as the post-confirmation trustee of 
the Solyndra Residual Trust and Solyndra Settlement Trust in connection with the chapter 11 bank-
ruptcy of Solyndra LLC, a solar energy start-up company that declared bankruptcy after receiving 
$535 million in loans guaranteed by the U.S. Department of Energy. Ms. Guilfoyle previously was 
an adjunct professor at Delaware Technical and Community College. She was listed from 2014-21 
as a Super Lawyers “Delaware Rising Star” in Business Bankruptcy, and she received “40 Under 
40” recognition by ABI in 2020 and the Philadelphia Business Journal in 2018. Ms. Guilfoyle is 
a member of ABI and the American, Delaware and Pennsylvania Bar Associations, the Delaware 
Bankruptcy American Inn of Court, and the Philadelphia/Wilmington Chapter of the Turnaround 
Management Association. She serves as a volunteer tax-preparer at low-income taxpayer clinics 
and has served as court-appointed counsel for several low-income parents in custody disputes in the 
Family Court of the State of Delaware. In addition, she serves as a member of Blank Rome’s Pro 
Bono and Diversity & Inclusion Committees and is a past member of the firm’s Associates Commit-
tee. Ms. Guilfoyle received her B.A. magna cum laude with honors from Washington College and 
her J.D. from Rutgers University School of Law at Camden, where she served as an articles editor 
for the Rutgers Law Journal.

Matthew B. Harvey is a partner with Morris, Nichols, Arsht & Tunnell LLP in Wilmington, Del., 
and focuses his practice on chapter 11 business bankruptcy, bankruptcy litigation, reorganization and 
restructuring. He represents international, national and regional clients, including debtors, official 
and ad hoc committees, asset-purchasers, debtor-in-possession (DIP) lenders, secured and unsecured 
creditors, petitioning creditors in involuntary bankruptcy filings, and other parties in interest. Mr. 
Harvey’s experience includes in- and out-of-court restructuring transactions for publicly traded and 
private companies, and he has represented clients in bankruptcy litigation and appeals, as well as 
commercial litigation. He also has substantial experience representing debtors, foreign representa-
tives and others in cross-border cases. Mr. Harvey devotes a portion of his time to pro bono matters, 
such as serving as an attorney guardian ad litem in the Family Court for the State of Delaware. He 
is also a volunteer attorney for the Federal Civil Panel of the U.S. District Court for the District of 
Delaware. Mr. Harvey is a 2021 honoree of ABI’s “40 Under 40” program, and he also was one of a 
dozen corporate restructuring lawyers under the age of 40 recognized as a 2021 outstanding young 
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restructuring lawyer in Turnarounds & Workouts. In 2022, Chambers USA ranked him as being 
among leading Delaware attorneys in the bankruptcy and restructuring area. In 2017, Mr. Harvey 
participated in the renowned National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges (NCBJ) Next Generation 
Program. Also in 2017, he was one of eight attorneys selected for the Bankruptcy Trial Practice 
Seminar sponsored by the U.S. District Court for the District of Delaware and the Delaware Chapter 
of the Federal Bar Association. Mr. Harvey is admitted to practice in Delaware and Maine, before 
the U.S. District Courts for the Districts of Delaware and Maine, and before the U.S. Supreme Court. 
He received his B.A. magna cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa in English literature from Florida State 
University in 2005 and his J.D. in 2008 from Boston College Law School, where he participated in 
the Duberstein National Bankruptcy Memorial Moot Court Competition.

William H. Henrich, CPA is co-chair of Getzler Henrich & Associates LLC in New York and has 
nearly 40 years of experience in turnaround and crisis management, loan workouts and bankruptcy 
consulting, with over 400 engagements. He is experienced in helping debtors restructure their busi-
nesses, improve operations, boost cash flow and profitability, and maximize recovery for stakehold-
ers, serving in such positions as financial advisor, CRO, interim CEO and independent board direc-
tor. He also has advised secured and unsecured creditors during chapter 11 bankruptcy proceedings, 
including developing plans of reorganization and providing bankruptcy forensic analysis to support 
litigation, and served as plan administrator and liquidating trustee. Prior to joining the firm, Mr. 
Henrich was managing director of the New York practice of a prominent middle-market corporate 
restructuring firm. He also served in Arthur Andersen’s corporate recovery services group, starting 
its New York bankruptcy and restructuring practice. Mr. Henrich is a former president and current 
advisory board member of the Turnaround Management Association’s New York chapter, an execu-
tive board member of TMA Global, ABI’s Treasurer, a former editorial advisory board member of 
the ABF Journal and a member of the Association of Corporate Growth. He frequently lectures and 
writes on turnaround and bankruptcy issues. In 2018, Mr. Henrich was inducted into the Turnaround 
Management Association’s Hall of Fame. He received his B.B.A. from Baruch College, City Uni-
versity of New York, and his M.B.A. from Harvard Business School.

Michael R. Herz is a partner with Fox Rothschild LLP in Morristown, N.J., and centers his practice 
on complex bankruptcy and insolvency matters. His represents chapter 7 and chapter 11 trustees, 
creditor committees, post-confirmation trusts, individual creditors (including financial institutions, 
loan-servicers and landlords) and debtors in all phases of the bankruptcy process. He also has ex-
perience in adversary proceedings and other bankruptcy-related litigation, and he has facilitated 
the recovery and administration of millions of dollars in assets and claims. An active member of 
the ABI, Mr. Herz is a contributing editor to the ABI Journal and serves on the advisory board for 
ABI’s Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Workshop. He is also a prolific industry thought leader who has 
published articles in the ABI Journal, Law360, Bloomberg Law, The Legal Intelligencer and the New 
Jersey Law Journal, among others. In trustee cases, Mr. Herz has earned a reputation for uncovering 
fraudulent conduct and tracking down hidden assets. For businesses in the cannabis sector that en-
counter financial difficulties, he advises and has written and presented on alternatives to traditional 
bankruptcy, including assignments for the benefits of creditors, receiverships and workouts. Mr. 
Herz also represents student loan servicers as creditors in bankruptcy court and in defending claims 
under the Fair Credit Reporting Act and the Telephone Consumer Protection Act, and he has written 
and spoken on this and other bankruptcy-related topics. In addition, he is an editor of and a frequent 
contributor to his firm’s “In Solvency” blog, which covers bankruptcy and financial restructuring is-
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sues. Mr. Herz received his B.A. with high honors in 2003 from Brandeis University and his J.D. in 
2008 from Brooklyn Law School.

Niki L. Irish, LICSW is the outreach and education coordinator of the District of Columbia Bar 
Lawyer Assistance Program (LAP) in Washington, D.C., which provides lawyers and law students 
with addiction and mental health assessments, counseling, consultation and psychoeducation. She 
has more than 15 years of experience in the mental health field, with a focus on well-being and ad-
diction. For more than 10 years, she had served as LAP’s senior counselor. Ms. Irish provides a vari-
ety of trainings and educational seminars to law schools, legal employers, voluntary bar associations 
and other legal organizations. She is licensed to practice clinical social work in the District of Co-
lumbia. Ms. Irish received her B.S. in psychology and family studies and her M.S.W. from the Uni-
versity of Maryland School of Social Work, with a concentration in employee-assistance programs.

Laura Davis Jones is a named partner and management committee member of Pachulski Stang 
Ziehl & Jones LLP in Wilmington, Del., and is the managing partner of the firm’s Delaware office. 
She gained national recognition as debtor’s counsel in the Continental Airlines bankruptcy case and 
has represented numerous debtors, creditors’ committees, bank groups, acquirers and other signifi-
cant constituencies in national chapter 11 cases and workout proceedings. Ms. Jones participates as a 
speaker at national bankruptcy and litigation seminars, and she has authored numerous articles. She 
was named “Deal Maker of the Year” by The American Lawyer in 2002, which also has profiled her. 
Ms. Jones has been named continuously by her peers as one of the The Best Lawyers in America” 
and as one of the “Best Lawyers in Delaware,” and was selected as one of the top 10 lawyers in 
Delaware by Delaware Super Lawyers. She is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and 
a Chambers USA “Star Individual,” the highest honor a lawyer can receive. Ms. Jones has been rec-
ognized in the K&A Restructuring Register and the Lawdragon 500 since their inception, has been 
named repeatedly to the International Who’s Who of Insolvency and Restructuring Lawyers, and is 
AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell. In 2018, she received the prestigious “Women Leadership” award 
at Global M&A Network’s Turnaround Atlas Awards, which honors the achievement of influential 
women leaders in the restructuring and turnaround communities. She started her career as a judicial 
law clerk in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware. Ms. Jones is admitted to practice 
in Delaware and the District of Columbia. She received her undergraduate degree from the Univer-
sity of Delaware and her J.D. from Dickinson School of Law, where she was on the board of editors 
and business manager for the Dickinson Law Review and served on the Appellate Moot Court Board.

Hon. Michael B. Kaplan is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of New Jersey in Tren-
ton, initially appointed on Oct. 3, 2006, and named Chief Judge on May 1, 2020. Prior to taking the 
bench, Judge Kaplan served as a standing chapter 13 bankruptcy trustee, as well as a member of the 
chapter 7 panel of bankruptcy trustees, where he received case appointments as both a chapter 11 and 
chapter 12 trustee. His private practice included the representation of institutional lenders consumer 
debtors (under both chapters 7 and 13), business debtors and individuals undergoing reorganization 
pursuant to chapter 11. Judge Kaplan is licensed to practice law in New Jersey, New York and Con-
necticut, and is admitted to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court, Third Circuit Court of Appeals, 
U.S. Court of International Trade and various federal district courts. Over the past 30 years, he has 
spoken to numerous bar associations and business organizations, and authored several articles relat-
ing to bankruptcy issues. Judge Kaplan is a co-author of West’s Consumer Bankruptcy Manual and 
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Consumer Bankruptcy Handbook. Additionally, he serves on the editorial board and as business 
manager for the American Bankruptcy Law Journal and teaches as an adjunct professor at Rutgers 
University School of Law. Judge Kaplan has been elected as a Fellow of the American College 
of Bankruptcy, and he has been appointed by the director of the Administrative Office of the U.S. 
Courts (AOUSC) to a term as the Third Circuit representative to the Bankruptcy Judges Advisory 
Group, in addition to appointments as the bankruptcy judge representative for the Risk and Finance 
Management Advisory Council, Human Resources Advisory Council and Budget & Finance Ad-
visory Council to the AOUSC. As a member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, he 
serves as treasurer and executive board member. Prior to taking the bench, Judge Kaplan served as 
mayor and councilman for the Borough of Norwood, N.J., and as a member of the Norwood Plan-
ning Board. He received his A.B. from Georgetown University in 1984 and his J.D. from Fordham 
University School of Law in 1987.

Robert D. Katz, CPA, CTP is managing director of Eisner Advisory Group LLC in Philadelphia 
and has more 25 years of experience working with public and private middle-market companies, 
both in and out of bankruptcy. In a leadership capacity, he acts as interim president, CFO, COO, 
CRO or treasurer. He also acts as plan administrator, distribution trustee and receiver. In addition, 
Mr. Katz advises U.S. Trustees, creditors’ committees, company management, lenders and private-
equity funds. He pursues substantial litigation claims and avoidance actions, and serves as an expert 
witness. Mr. Katz is an advisor and board member for public companies, private family-owned busi-
nesses, and many nonprofit organizations. He was recently named Distressed M&A Dealmaker of 
the Year by The M&A Advisor. In addition, Mr. Katz prepares statements and schedules, forecasts 
and projections, and negotiates with secured and unsecured creditors. He assists companies planning 
for, going through and emerging from a § 363 sales process, and he has turned around, operated and 
improved the performance of companies in the pharmaceutical, health care, manufacturing, whole-
sale distribution, high tech, retail, hotel/casino, publishing, printing, service industries and nonprofit 
sectors. Mr. Katz helps companies raise capital, including refinancing debt, securing debtor-in-pos-
session financing, and adding lines of credit and term loans. He also has guided clients through 
strategic acquisitions, raising equity capital and divestitures. Mr. Katz is a member of ABI and the 
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, Pennsylvania Institute of Certified Public Ac-
countants, Turnaround Management Association and Commercial Finance Association. He also is 
an adjunct professor at Temple University. Mr. Katz received his B.S.E. in accounting and business 
management from the University of Pennsylvania Wharton School of Business and his M.B.A. from 
Temple University.

Jason N. Kestecher is an associate at Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP in New York. 
He represents debtors, creditors, equityholders, investors, purchasers and other parties-in-interest in 
all stages of complex restructuring transactions, including prepackaged, prearranged and traditional 
chapter 11 cases, out-of-court workouts, mergers, acquisitions, joint ventures, financing transactions 
and cross-border proceedings. His representations include chapter 11 debtors Noble Corp. plc, Tri-
dentUSA Health Services, SunEdison, Inc. and Millennium Health, LLC; DIP-financing providers 
Bank of America in Sears Holdings Corp.’s chapter 11 case and Barclays in the NewPage/Verso 
bankruptcy case; Peter Thiel and Thiel Capital in the Gawker Media chapter 11 cases; and purchaser 
Veritas Capital in its $2.1 billion acquisition of StandardAero. Mr. Kestecher’s pro bono work in-
cludes successfully obtaining a grant of clemency from the President for an indigent nonviolent 
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drug offender. He received his B.A. in 2011 from Georgetown University and his J.D. in 2014 from 
Georgetown University Law Center.

Suzanne A. Koenig, CTP is the founder and CEO of SAK Management Services, LLC in Riv-
erwoods, Ill., a health care management firm and consultancy. She is experienced across several 
segments of the health care industry, including post-acute, senior housing and long-term care, with 
expertise in the areas of operations improvement, staff education, quality assurance, marketing and 
census-development. Ms. Koenig is one of the most frequently appointed patient care ombudsmans 
by courts across America. Her experience includes court-appointed service as an examiner, receiver, 
chapter 11 trustee and patient care ombudsman; health care bankruptcy filings under chapters 11 
and 7, particularly since the enactment of BAPCPA in 2005; leadership of more than 500 facilities 
to cultivate teams that restore quality care and fiscal soundness; consulting and advising clients 
involved with bankruptcy proceedings, restructurings and workouts, as well as turnaround manage-
ment scenarios; and executive positions in marketing, development and operational efficiencies and 
management for numerous regional and national health care providers. Ms. Koenig testified before 
the Illinois House of Representatives as an industry expert in funding issues facing the long-term 
care industry, was a member of the Negotiating Team Task Force in Arizona who designed and ne-
gotiated the contract between the State and counties for delivery of indigent health services, was the 
only non-lawyer and non-Attorney General invited by the National Association of Attorneys General 
to participate on the “Patient Care Ombudsman” panel addressing the PCO’s interaction with the 
States in their role as patient care monitor, served as a member of the board of directors of both ABI 
and the Summit Healthcare REIT, Inc., and co-chaired ABI’s Health Care Insolvency Committee. In 
addition, she was elected to the Global Turnaround Management Association’s board of trustees, co-
chaired the Steering Committee of the Midwest Chapter of the Turnaround Management Association 
(TMA), served on the board of directors for the School of Social Work at the University of Illinois 
at Urbana - Champaign, and was elected officer and director for several long-term care provider as-
sociations. Ms. Koenig is a Licensed Nursing Home Administrator and a Licensed Social Worker in 
multiple states. She is a frequent speaker for leading health care industry associations and business 
affiliates, where she conducts continuing education and training programs. Ms. Koenig received her 
Bachelor of Social Work degree from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and her M.S. 
from Spertus College.

Stephen E. Leach is a partner with Hirschler Fleischer, PC in Tysons, Va. For more than 40 years, 
he has advised and represented creditors, debtors, trustees and committees in bankruptcy reorgani-
zations and liquidations, out-of-court workouts and business dissolutions. Mr. Leach regularly ap-
pears before the bankruptcy and other federal and state courts of Maryland, Virginia and the District 
of Columbia. In addition, he was an adjunct professor of bankruptcy law for 22 years at American 
University’s law school in Washington, D.C., and taught creditors’ and debtors’ rights as a member 
of the adjunct faculty of The Catholic University of America’s law school. Mr. Leach is a former 
chapter 7 bankruptcy trustee and a past chair of the District of Columbia Bar’s Business Bankruptcy 
Committee. He serves on the panel of mediators of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of 
Columbia, and has acted as both a court-appointed and private mediator and examiner in numerous 
bankruptcy cases in the Washington, D.C., area. Prior to joining Hirschler Fleischer PC, Mr. Leach 
was a partner with Leach Travell, Venable LLP, Tucker Flyer, P.C. and Zuckerman Spaeder LLP. 
Before entering private practice, he served as a trial attorney with the U.S. Department of Justice 
and a trade regulation attorney with the Federal Trade Commission. Mr. Leach is Board Certified in 
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Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification. He received his B.A. magna cum 
laude from Yale University and his J.D. from Stanford University Law School.

Alexis A. Leventhal is a member of the Financial Industry Group in the Pittsburgh office of Reed 
Smith LLP, where she practices in its Financial Industry Group in the area of restructuring and bank-
ruptcy. She represents and advises corporate clients on bankruptcy and other insolvency matters, as 
well as on UCC issues. She also has experience representing equipment lessors in workout and bank-
ruptcy cases, as well as in documenting equipment leasing transactions. Prior to joining Reed Smith, 
Ms. Leventhal clerked in the Western District of Pennsylvania and the Middle District of Florida. 
She is a regular contributor to the Norton Bankruptcy Law Adviser and The Legal Intelligencer, 
among other publications. Ms. Leventhal received her B.A. in 2007 in the growth and structure of 
cities from Haverford College, her Master’s degree summa cum laude in urban and regional planning 
in 2010 from the University of New Orleans, and her J.D. cum laude in 2013 from the University of 
Florida Levin College of Law, where she served on the Journal of Law and Public Policy and was a 
member of the International Commercial Arbitration Moot Court Team.

Kenneth W. Mann is a managing director for the Special Situations practice at SC&H Capital in 
Easton, Md., where he provides distressed M&A, employee stock ownership plans (ESOP) and busi-
ness valuation advisory for middle-market companies. Prior to joining SC&H Capital in 2020, Mr. 
Mann had served as the managing director of Equity Partners, providing going-concern solutions 
(debt, equity, entirety sale) to distressed businesses. His team has completed more than 600 transac-
tions with troubled companies, including approximately 300 approved transactions in 70 bankruptcy 
court districts. Mr. Mann has personally handled investment banking services for hundreds of com-
panies in a host of industries. In chapter 11 cases, he has served as investment banker, bid examiner 
and expert witness, and he has testified more than 100 times in support of transactions produced by 
the firm. Mr. Mann has been a speaker at events hosted by ABI and the Turnaround Management 
Association (TMA), Florida Bar, Association of Insolvency & Restructuring Advisors (AIRA) and 
Mississippi Bankruptcy Conference, and he has been an author for ABI, TMA, and various secured 
lender trade and general business publications. He was named “Distressed M&A Dealmaker of the 
Year” by M&A Advisors and a “Top 100 Restructuring Professional” by Turnarounds & Workouts. 
Mr. Mann currently co-chairs ABI’s Financial Advisors and Investment Banking Committee, and he 
serves on the board of TMA’s Chesapeake Chapter. Prior to joining Equity Partners, Mr. Mann’s ex-
perience included investment banking, public relations and marketing consulting, and he has owned 
and exited several successful businesses. He holds Series 7, 63 and 79 licenses, and he has been a 
licensed real estate agent since 2008. Mr. Mann received his Bachelor’s degree with honors in busi-
ness administration with a marketing concentration from Salisbury University.

Jaclyn C. Marasco is an associate with Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP in Wilmington, Del., 
and is a corporate restructuring attorney experienced with high-profile bankruptcy cases and complex 
commercial litigation with a nexus to the state of Delaware. She previously served as an associate 
at another Chambers-ranked Wilmington law firm, a trial attorney for the Office of the U.S. Trustee 
in Delaware and a law clerk to two bankruptcy judges in New York and Delaware. Ms. Marasco has 
represented debtors, creditors, court-appointed fiduciaries and other parties in chapter 11 and other 
high-stakes commercial disputes, both in and out of the courtroom. She is a member of ABI and the 
Federal Bar Association, the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation’s 
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Delaware Chapter, the Delaware Bankruptcy American Inn of Court and the Delaware State Bar As-
sociation. In addition, she participated in the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges’ 2022 Next 
Generation Program (NextGen) and made the firm’s Pro Bono Honor Roll in 2021. Ms. Marasco 
received her B.S. cum laude in business administration in 2011 from the State University of New 
York at Geneseo and her J.D. cum laude from Pace University School of Law in 2014, where she 
served as executive articles editor of the Pace Law Review.

Hon. Patricia M. Mayer is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania in 
Reading, appointed in October 2019 after 22 years of private practice representing consumers and 
small business debtors in bankruptcy. Judge Mayer was sworn in on March 11, 2020, just days be-
fore the statewide shutdown due to COVID-19, and she spent her first year on the “virtual bench.” 
Judge Mayer is a past chair of the Eastern District of Pennsylvania Bankruptcy Conference, was a 
board member and volunteer attorney for the Consumer Bankruptcy Assistance Project (CBAP), a 
was a Third Circuit community leader for the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy At-
torneys (NACBA) and is a frequent lecturer and course-planner for the Pennsylvania Bar Institute. 
In 2014, Judge Mayer served on the Local Rules Committee tasked with drafting the Model Chap-
ter 13 plan used in the district as well as a comprehensive review and revision of the Local Rules. 
Previously, she was a partner with the firm of Waterman & Mayer, LLP in Yardley, Pa., where she 
represented individuals and small business owners in consumer bankruptcy cases, IRS collections 
matters and mortgage foreclosure defense cases. Judge Mayer received her B.A. magna cum laude 
in politics from DeSales University and her J.D. from Temple University School of Law, where she 
received the Barrister’s Award for Excellence in Trial Advocacy.

Eric J. Monzo is a partner with Morris James LLP in Wilmington, Del., where he focuses on issues 
relating to business restructuring and insolvency. He regularly represents a wide range of stakehold-
ers with a focus on official and unofficial committees, indenture trustees, commercial creditors and 
lender groups, in addition to corporate debtors and their independent and special committee man-
agement. Mr. Monzo handles matters relating to the restructuring and liquidation of companies in 
a broad range of industries with experience in health care, construction, energy, finance, food and 
beverage, pharmaceuticals, technology, transportation, real estate and retail. While many of the mat-
ters pertain to matters pending in courts located in Delaware and involve issues of Delaware law, he 
also represents clients in multi-jurisdictional and international insolvency proceedings and litigation 
outside of Delaware. Mr. Monzo is a member of the American Bar Association’s Business Law Sec-
tion and chairs its Chapter 11 Subcommittee, and he is an Education Director for ABI’s Unsecured 
Trade Creditors Committee. He also is a member of the Delaware Bankruptcy American Inn of 
Court, Delaware State Bar Association, Federal Bar Association and the Turnaround Management 
Association. Mr. Monzo is admitted to practice in Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey and Pennsylva-
nia, and before the U.S. District Courts for the Districts of Delaware, New Jersey and Maryland, as 
well as the Eastern and Western Districts of Pennsylvania, and before the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for 
the District of Delaware. He received B.A.s in psychology and business administration with a con-
centration in finance in 1999 from Washington & Jefferson College, and his J.D. with honors from 
Widener University Delaware Law School.

Erika L. Morabito is a partner, litigator, trial attorney and restructuring lawyer at Quinn Emanuel 
Urquhart & Sullivan, LLP in Washington, D.C., and concentrates her practice in bankruptcy, credi-
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tors’ rights, debtor reorganizations and out-of-court restructurings. She regularly represents chap-
ter 11 debtors, creditors’ committees, chapter 7 and chapter 11 trustees, shareholders, individuals, 
businesses, and ad hoc and special committees, as well as federal court-appointed receivers. Ms. 
Morabito also frequently advises and represents clients in creditors’ rights litigation, avoidance ac-
tions, claims disputes, out-of-court restructurings, and the purchase and sale of assets under the 
Bankruptcy Code. She has experience representing individuals, officers and directors, businesses, 
financial institutions, corporations, partnerships, and other entities involved in commercial transac-
tions, as well as large bankruptcy and litigation matters, including retail, airline, automotive, coal, 
health, fraud and Ponzi scheme matters. Her practice includes restructuring work and complex 
commercial litigation cases in state and federal courts throughout the U.S. and internationally. Ms. 
Morabito was elected as a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and she also serves as a 
member of ABI’s Board of Directors. In addition, she is an adjunct professor at Georgetown Law, 
where she teaches a class on chapter 15 and international bankruptcies. Ms. Morabito is repeatedly 
recognized in The Best Lawyers in America in the fields of Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights/
Insolvency and Reorganization Law, as well as in Chambers USA: America’s Leading Business Law-
yers for bankruptcy/restructuring. In 2020 and 2022, Lawdragon named her as one of “500 Leading 
U.S. Bankruptcy and Restructuring Lawyers,” and in 2021 she was selected by Global Law Experts 
as the Global Debtor and Creditor Law Expert of the Year in Washington, D.C. Most recently, Ms. 
Morabito represented clients in large bankruptcy proceedings, including Shiloh Industries, Pier 1, 
Toys “R” Us, Sears, LeClairRyan PLLC, GST Autoleather, Brooks Brothers and Intelsat, S.A. Ms. 
Morabito regularly lectures for ABI and serves on various boards that help to provide continuing 
education and updates on current bankruptcy topics. She received her B.A. magna cum laude from 
Oswego State University in 1995, where she was also an NCAA scholar athlete, and her J.D. cum 
laude from Syracuse University College of Law in 1999.

Rachel Nanes is a partner with DLA Piper in Miami, where she focuses her practice in the area 
of corporate restructuring, particularly health care restructurings. She represents debtors, secured 
creditors, committees of unsecured creditors, purchasers and other interested parties in corporate 
restructurings, bankruptcy litigation and other bankruptcy-related matters. Ms. Nanes has been listed 
as a Chambers USA “Up and Coming” professional in South Florida Bankruptcy/Restructuring for 
2021 and as a 2020 Associate to Watch in South Florida Bankruptcy/Restructuring, and she made the 
Daily Business Review’s “On the Rise” list for 2020. She also received the “Non-profit Turnaround 
and Transaction of the Year Award” in 2020 by the Turnaround Management Association. Ms. Nanes 
received her B.S. in accounting from the University of Miami, her M.S. in accounting from Florida 
International University and her J.D. from the University of Florida Levin College of Law.

Samuel A. Newman is a partner in Sidley Austin LLP’s Restructuring group in Los Angeles. He rep-
resents companies and their owners through restructurings, including out-of-court restructurings and 
chapter 11 cases, and he advises clients in a wide variety of transactions involving distressed assets. 
Mr. Newman’s clients include technology, health care, real estate and hospitality companies. His 
representative clients include Canyon Partners LLC, Fortress Investment Group, Redmile Group, 
Fundamental Advisors LP, Capstone Investment Advisors and z-Capital. A nationally top-ranked 
lawyer for more than a decade, Mr. Newman has been recognized in Chambers USA: America’s 
Leading Business Lawyers (2009-22) as a leading bankruptcy lawyer and named in The Best Law-
yers in America (2013-22) in the area of Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights. Most recently, he 
led The M&A Advisor’s “Information Technology Deal of the Year” as counsel to Wave Computing, 
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Inc. in its chapter 11 case. Mr. Newman is on the board of trustees of the Boys and Girls Clubs of 
America and the National Council of the American-Israel Public Affairs Committee. He previously 
held political and fundraising positions with the Democratic National Committee in Washington, 
D.C., and served in legislative and policy positions for Sen. John Glenn of Ohio and Reps. Gary 
Ackerman of New York and Rob Andrews of New Jersey. Mr. Newman received his B.S. in foreign 
service from Georgetown University’s School of Foreign Service in 1992 and his J.D. magna cum 
laude from Georgetown University Law Center in 2001, where he was elected to the Order of the 
Coif.

Hon. Karen B. Owens is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Delaware in Wilmington. Prior 
to her appointment, she was a director in the Bankruptcy and Insolvency group of Ashby & Geddes, 
P.A., where she maintained a diverse practice, representing corporate debtors, estate professionals, 
various secured and unsecured creditor constituencies, and other interested parties in reorganization 
and liquidation proceedings and bankruptcy-related litigation. Prior to joining Ashby & Geddes, 
Judge Owens started her career at Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom as a corporate restructur-
ing associate, and later went on to clerk for Hon. Brendan Linehan Shannon of the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court for the District of Delaware. She received her Bachelor’s degree from Pennsylvania State Uni-
versity, where she was Phi Beta Kappa, and her J.D. summa cum laude from American University’s 
Washington College of Law, where she served as an associate managing editor for the American 
University Law Review and as legal intern to Hon. Stephen S. Mitchell of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court 
for the Eastern District of Virginia.

Hon. Vincent F. Papalia is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of New Jersey in Newark, 
sworn in on Dec. 29, 2014, following a 30-year career in private practice. For 20 years, he had been 
a partner with the law firm of Saiber LLC and the head of its Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights De-
partment. Prior to joining Saiber LLC, he was an associate and then a partner with Clapp & Eisen-
berg, P.C. For virtually his entire career, Judge Papalia focused his practice on representing various 
parties-in-interest in bankruptcy and foreclosure-related litigation and proceedings before federal, 
state and bankruptcy courts. He also served for many years as a court-appointed mediator for the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of New Jersey and was vice-chair of the District V-A Ethics 
Committee from 2013-14. He also chaired the Debtor-Creditor Committee of the Essex County Bar 
Association. Judge Papalia has authored or co-authored numerous articles on bankruptcy and credi-
tors’ rights issues and has often spoken on those topics. While in private practice, he was listed in 
Chambers USA and New Jersey’s Best Lawyers. Judge Papalia received his B.B.A. in 1980 summa 
cum laude from Pace University and his J.D. cum laude from Fordham University School of Law in 
1984, where he was a member of its law review.

Hon. Tiiara N.A. Patton is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Ohio in Youngstown, 
appointed in 2020. She previously served with the Office of the U.S. Trustee as a trial attorney in 
Cleveland and Wilmington, Del. Before joining the Office of the U.S. Trustee, Judge Patton worked 
as an attorney in private practice at Calfee, Halter & Griswold LLP in Cleveland with a practice 
focused on bankruptcy, and at LeBeouf, Lamb, Greene and MacRae LLP in New York, with a prac-
tice focused on business restructuring. She also clerked for Hon. Burrell Ives Humphreys (ret.) of 
the New Jersey Superior Court in Passaic County, and Judges Novalyn L. Winfield (ret.), Donald 
H. Steckroth (ret.) and Morris Stern of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of New Jersey, 
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Hon. Cornelius Blackshear (ret.) of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of New 
York, and Hon. Randolph Baxter (ret.) of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District of 
Ohio. Judge Patton is a member of ABI and the Mahoning County Bar Association, The Nathaniel 
R. Jones American Inn of Court, and the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges’s (NCBJ’s) 
Public Outreach and The Honorable Cornelius Blackshear NCBJ Presidential Fellowship Commit-
tees, and she is a lifetime member of the Central State University Alumni Association. She received 
her Bachelor’s degree from Central State University and her J.D. from The Ohio State University 
Moritz College of Law.

Scott K. Phillips, CPA is a managing director with Healthcare Management Partners in Washing-
ton, D.C. He has significant experience with government, tax-exempt and investor-owned health 
care service providers. Mr. Phillips has executive-level experience with mergers, acquisitions and 
turnaround situations, including restructuring in bankruptcy. In all of his health care provider turn-
around assignments, he has successfully designed and implemented plans that simultaneously added 
patient volume and revenues while conserving cash and reducing unit costs. In addition to other 
responsibilities, Mr. Phillips is currently serving as the president and CEO of HMP Senior Solutions 
LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of HMP that provides long-term management services to eldercare 
facilities (assisted living, skilled nursing and CCRCs). He also recently led the successful financial 
turnaround and chapter 9 reorganization of a 179-bed county-owned hospital, and in 2016, he was 
appointed CRO for a regional hospital company in chapter 11 that owned or managed eight critical-
access hospitals, a billing and management company and a therapy services company. In addition, 
Mr. Phillips was the financial advisor to 18 tax-exempt continuing-care retirement communities, 
with more than 20,000 residents in 12 states who were affected by the bankruptcy and sale of Erick-
son Retirement Communities. He also has been the testifying expert, lead investigator or arbitrator 
in more than 50 high-profile health care industry legal disputes. Mr. Phillips received his B.S. in ac-
counting from the University of Florida.

Marcos A. Ramos is a director and assistant general counsel with Richards Layton & Finger, P.A. in 
Wilmington, Del. He is a litigator and bankruptcy professional who focuses his practice on proceed-
ings in the Delaware bankruptcy and other courts. He also provides counsel to U.S. and non-U.S. 
clients in other matters arising under or related to Delaware law, practice, procedure and courts. 
Mr. Ramos is active in the American Bar Association, Delaware Hispanic Bar Association and His-
panic National Bar Association. He formerly chaired the New Castle County Diversity Commis-
sion by appointment of the New Castle County Executive, and he is a Life Fellow of the American 
Bar Foundation. Mr. Ramos has written numerous articles for the American Bar Association and is 
admitted to practice in Delaware, New York, California nd Maryland. He received his B.A. from 
Brown University and his J.D. from the University of Michigan Law School, where he worked on 
the Michigan Law Review.

Jeffrey N. Rothleder is partner in Squire Patton Boggs (US) LLP’s Restructuring and Insolven-
cy practice group in the firm’s Washington, D.C., office, where his practice focuses on financial 
restructuring, corporate trust matters and workout proceedings on behalf of financially distressed 
companies or their creditors, including the representation of debtors, indenture trustees, creditors 
and creditors’ committees, investors and purchasers in in-court and out-of-court restructurings. Mr. 
Rothleder represents a wide variety of clients in the enforcement of the entire spectrum of creditors’ 
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rights involving secured, unsecured, public or private, and taxable and tax-exempt debt through his 
work with indenture trustees, lenders, individual creditors and official committees in chapter 11 
cases. He also has experience representing debtors, including the restructuring of large companies 
through the chapter 11 process or conducting the orderly liquidating and comprehensive asset sales 
for a diverse group of companies. Mr. Rothleder received his B.A. from the University of Michigan 
in 1999 and his J.D. from the University of Maryland School of Law in 2002 with honors, where he 
was a member of the Order of the Coif.

Marc E. Shach is Of Counsel with Coon & Cole, LLC in Towson, Md., where his practice is con-
centrated on business bankruptcy. His practice also includes commercial transactions and litigation. 
Mr. Shach has appeared before bankruptcy courts across the country on behalf of numerous financial 
institutions and Fortune 500 companies. His practice includes the representation of debtors, creditors 
and creditors’ committees. Mr. Shach served as an adjunct professor at the University of Baltimore 
Law School, where he taught an upper-level course in business bankruptcy. He also served as a trial 
attorney at the Office of the U.S. Trustee. Mr. Shach is admitted to practice before the U.S. Bank-
ruptcy and District Courts for the District of Maryland, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth 
Circuit and the U.S. Supreme Court. He is a longtime member of ABI and the Bankruptcy Bar Asso-
ciation of Maryland, and he currently serves as a board member of the Maryland Volunteer Lawyers 
Service. Mr. Shach received his M.B.A. and J.D. from the University of Baltimore.

Hon. John K. Sherwood is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of New Jersey in Newark, 
appointed in June 2015. In private practice, he had more than 25 years of experience in bankrupt-
cy and debtor/creditor matters, including related litigation. Some of his noteworthy engagements 
were Ocean Place Development Resort (counsel to debtor), MagnaChip Semiconductor Finance Co. 
(counsel to creditors’ committee), Quebecor World (USA) Inc. (litigation counsel), Le Nature’s Inc. 
(counsel to creditors’ committee) and the City of Detroit (counsel to union). Judge Sherwood was 
president of the New Jersey Bankruptcy Lawyers Foundation from 2008-13 and an active member of 
ABI and the Turnaround Management Association. He was selected by Chambers USA from 2013-
14 as one of America’s Leading Lawyers for Business, and he was recognized in The Best Lawyers 
in America (2012-15) for his work in bankruptcy and in Super Lawyers (2006, 2009-14), where he 
was featured in the bankruptcy section and corporate counsel edition. Judge Sherwood received his 
undergraduate degree from James Madison University in 1983 and his J.D. in 1986 from Seton Hall 
University School of Law.

Michael Sicari, CFA is a manager with CR3 Partners LLC in its New York office. He is a finance 
professional with a background in portfolio valuation and portfolio management. Prior to joining 
CR3 Partners, Mr. Sicari valued complex debt and equity securities, primarily in the oil and gas 
sector. He has experience performing due diligence, analyzing and building financial models, and 
examining legal documentation. He also has worked in high-net-worth portfolio management and 
investment consulting. Mr. Sicari is a member of the CFA Society New York and the Turnaround 
Management Association (TMA). He received his B.A. from Franklin and Marshall College.

Hon. J. Kate Stickles is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Delaware in Wilmington, ap-
pointed on April 6, 2021. Previously, she was member of Cole Schotz P.C.’s Bankruptcy and Cor-
porate Restructuring Department in its Wilmington, Del., office and practiced in the areas of corpo-



AMERICAN BANKRUPTCY INSTITUTE

605

rate bankruptcy, insolvency and creditors’ rights, having represented debtors, official committees, 
creditors, examiners and trustees in chapter 11 cases. Judge Stickles has been named in Chambers 
USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for Business since 2010 and has been listed in The Best Lawyers 
in America and in Delaware Super Lawyers in the area of Bankruptcy and Creditor-Debtor Rights 
Law. She served as counsel to chapter 11 debtors in a variety of industries, including manufacturing 
and distribution, telecommunications, health care and media, in some of Delaware’s most significant 
bankruptcy cases. Judge Stickles has published in, and served as a contributing editor for, the ABI 
Journal and has also published in The Americas Restructuring and Insolvency Guide, the ABI Bank-
ruptcy Litigation Committee eNewsletter and the ABI Commercial Fraud Committee eNewsletter. 
Judge Stickles is active in the Bankruptcy Section of the Delaware State Bar Association, having 
served as the Section’s chair (2010-11), vice chair Commercial Bankruptcy (2009-10) and secretary 
(2008-09). She is also a member of the Delaware Views from the Bench Advisory Board and the 
International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC), for which she served 
as director-at-large from 2010-11. Judge Stickles received her B.A. in political science and com-
munications from Western Maryland College and her J.D. from Temple University School of Law.

Lisa B. Tancredi is a bankruptcy and creditors’ rights attorney and Of Counsel at Womble Bond 
Dickinson (US) LLP in Baltmore. She currently co-chairs ABI’s Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Work-
shop, is a member of the board of directors of the IWIRC Greater Maryland Network, chairs the 
Maryland Bankruptcy Bar Association’s U.S. District Court Liaison Committee, is a commissioner 
on the Baltimore County Ethics Commission, and is a member of the Shore Bank Advisory Board 
and is secretary of the USS Landing Craft Infantry National Association. In addition, Ms. Tancredi is 
a past president of the Maryland Bankruptcy Bar Association and a former chair of the Maryland Lo-
cal Bankruptcy Rules Committee. She has published numerous legal articles, is a regular contributor 
to Law360 and co-authored ABI’s Navigating Banking in Bankruptcy: A Guidebook. Ms. Tancredi 
is admitted to the bars of Maryland, Delaware, the District of Columbia and New York, and has ap-
peared in courts across the country. She received her B.S. in mechanical engineering cum laude from 
Virginia Tech and her J.D. from the University of Maryland School of Law, during which time she 
clerked for the Office of the U.S. Trustee in Baltimore. After graduation, she clerked for Hon. James 
F. Schneider of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Maryland.

Lynn Lewis Tavenner is a founding member of Tavenner & Beran, PLC in Richmond, Va., where 
she has practiced law since 2002. She also has served as a receiver, liquidation trustee, litigation 
trustee, chapter 11 trustee, mediator and, since 1997, a member of the Richmond Chapter 7 panel of 
trustees. Before entering private practice, Ms. Tavenner clerked for Hon. Douglas O. Tice Jr. in the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of Virginia. She is a Fellow of the American College 
of Bankruptcy, a current member of the board of the American College of Bankruptcy Foundation, 
and a former member of the Boards of Directors for ABI and Credit Abuse Resistance Education 
(CARE). In addition, she served on the board of governors for the Bankruptcy Section of the Virgin-
ia State Bar. An AV-rated attorney by Martindale-Hubbell, Ms. Tavenner has been recognized in her 
field in numerous editions of Chambers USA, The Best Lawyers in America, Virginia Super Lawyers 
and Virginia Business magazine, including recognition for five consecutive years by Best Lawyers 
as the Richmond Area Bankruptcy Lawyer of the Year in her fields. She received her undergraduate 
degree magna cum laude from Bridgewater College and her J.D. from Washington & Lee University 
School of Law.
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Sara C. Temes is a member of Bond Schoeneck & King, PLLC in its Syracuse, N.Y., office, where 
she focuses her practice on a wide range of restructuring matters throughout New York State, includ-
ing out-of-court workouts, cross-border insolvency cases and representations of debtors, creditors, 
creditors’ committees, landlords, lenders and purchasers in litigation and insolvency matters. She 
also advises senior managers and boards of directors of financially troubled companies with respect 
to turnaround strategies. Ms. Temes has been recognized in Super Lawyers as a “Rising Star” in the 
area of business bankruptcy for 2019-21 and as a “Rising Star” for 2017 and 2018. She also serves 
on the Local Bankruptcy Rules Standing Committee for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Northern 
District of New York. Prior to joining Bond, Schoeneck & King, she was an associate at Weil, Got-
shal & Manges LLP in New York. Ms. Temes received her B.A. from Wellesley College and her J.D. 
from the University of Pennsylvania Law School.

Jeffrey T. Testa is a partner with McCarter & English, LLP in Newark, N.J., and represents busi-
nesses, individuals, debtors, creditors’ committees, lenders, chapter 11 and chapter 7 trustees, litiga-
tion trustees, receivers, assignees, creditors and defendants in complex bankruptcy proceedings and 
related litigation throughout the nation. He has been appointed as a chapter 11 trustee, is a chapter 7 
panel trustee, and serves as an assignee for the benefit of creditors in multiple cases. Mr. Testa has 
represented corporations and individuals in federal and state court litigation and in arbitrations and 
mediations in a wide variety of business litigation, construction and contractual disputes. He is also 
called upon by clients in times of crisis for leadership and advice on multiple topics, including white-
collar criminal matters and government investigations. Mr. Testa has experience prosecuting and 
defending a wide range of bankruptcy-related litigation matters, including fraudulent conveyances, 
preferences, Ponzi schemes, D&O litigation, derivative employment issues, claims-objections, fee 
auditor disputes, tax disputes, and lease rejection, intellectual property, bankruptcy fraud and dis-
charge issues. He frequently counsels clients in the purchase and sale of distressed assets that include 
corporations, commercial and residential real estate, intellectual property, loan portfolios, television 
stations, liquor licenses, equipment, biomedical technologies and other assets. Mr. Testa has spoken 
on various legal issues as a panel speaker at the New Jersey State Bar Association Annual Meeting 
and Convention. He also previously served as the alternate municipal prosecutor for the Township of 
Verona in Essex County, N.J., and was a member of the District VA Ethics Committee. Mr. Testa is 
a member of ABI and the American and Essex County Bar Associations. He received his B.A. cum 
laude in 1995 from Seton Hall University and his J.D. in 1998 from Seton Hall University School 
of Law.

Brett S. Theisen is vice chair of Gibbons P.C.’s Financial Restructuring & Creditors’ Rights Group 
in New York. He has experience in all aspects of debtor/creditor relations, with a particular focus on 
complex corporate reorganizations and liquidations, and bankruptcy and insolvency-related litiga-
tion and appeals. Mr. Theisen’s clients include debtors-in-possession, trustees and other fiduciaries, 
official committees of unsecured creditors, secured creditors and lenders, indenture trustees, insur-
ers, asset-purchasers, landlords and trade creditors. His litigation experience covers a broad range 
of matters in federal and state courts, including Ponzi scheme litigation, complex fraudulent transfer 
and preference actions, alter-ego/veil-piercing litigation, shareholder disputes such as fraud, negli-
gence, breach of fiduciary duty and related claims, and general commercial and contract disputes. 
Prior to practicing law, Mr. Theisen was an analyst in the equities-trading division at a leading inter-
national investment bank. He also worked for a Manhattan-based national sports agency, where he 
assisted in recruiting new clients, conducting due diligence in connection with contract negotiations, 
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and securing endorsement and marketing opportunities for existing clients. Mr. Theisen is listed in 
Chambers USA Guide to America’s Leading Lawyers for Business and Bankruptcy/Restructuring, 
and selected to the both the New Jersey Super Lawyers and the New York Super Lawyers Rising 
Stars lists for Creditor/Debtor Rights, and he is an ABI “40 Under 40” honoree. He also received the 
Turnaround Awards “Restructuring of the Year” by The M&A Advisor in 2020. Mr. Theisen received 
his A.B. from Dartmouth College and his J.D. magna cum laude from Seton Hall University School 
of Law.

Edward H. Tillinghast, III is a partner and Practice Group Leader of Sheppard Mullin’s Finance 
and Bankruptcy Practice Group in New York. He specializes in U.S. and cross-border insolvencies, 
particularly involving Asia and Latin America, and related creditors’ rights and bankruptcy-related 
litigation. Mr. Tillinghast’s broad bankruptcy and creditors’ rights litigation and appellate experi-
ence, and his understanding of business realities, is helpful in creating and implementing business 
solutions to complex financially driven problems and resulting opportunities, regardless of whether 
they involve structuring a business deal or litigating related issues. He has been involved in many 
real estate-related bankruptcies representing commercial real estate developers, lenders, lessors and 
lessees. Mr. Tillinghast has represented ad hoc and official committees, debtors, distressed asset-
purchasers, equityholders, funds, indenture trustees and institutional lenders. He also has litigated 
creditors’ rights-related cases in many courts, including the U.S. Supreme Court, various U.S. Cir-
cuit Courts of Appeals, and various district and bankruptcy courts, and he has led cases in courts 
in Australia, Bermuda, the British Virgin Islands, the Cayman Islands, China, England, Germany, 
Hong Kong, Indonesia and Japan. Mr. Tillinghast received his undergraduate degree with honors 
from Lake Forest College and his J.D. from Chicago-Kent College of Law, where he served on the 
editorial board of the Chicago-Kent Law Review.

Jackson D. Toof is a partner with ArentFox Schiff LLP’s Complex Litigation and Bankruptcy and 
Financial Restructuring Group in the firm’s Washington, D.C., office, where he focuses on all as-
pects of bankruptcy and financial services litigation. He has represented both plaintiffs and defen-
dants in a wide range of commercial matters. Rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell, he has 
been involved in all aspects of bankruptcy and financial services litigation, including pursuing and 
defending actions on behalf of various creditor constituencies, complex financial restructurings and 
valuation disputes, and he has handled all aspects of litigation-enforcing indentures and the rights 
and remedies of indenture trustees. He also has been involved in ratemaking determinations for digi-
tal music licenses before the Copyright Royalty Board, and he has extensive experience defending 
and pursuing actions in numerous areas, including a variety of business tort, contract and real estate 
actions, shareholder litigation, noncompete and nonsolicitation litigation, probate litigation, False 
Claims Act/qui tam and health care matters, as well as criminal and white-collar criminal defense. 
Mr. Toof has first- and second-chaired jury, bench and administrative trials in a variety of civil and 
criminal matters, and his litigation practice involves all phases of litigation from strategic business 
counseling and problem-solving through trial and appellate review. He serves on the firm’s Profes-
sional Conduct Committee and co-chairs the firm’s Litigation Support Committee, and was the chair 
of the firm’s Associates Committee from 2009–12. Mr. Toof began his career in 2003 as a litigator 
while serving on active duty with the U.S. Navy’s Judge Advocate General’s (JAG) Corps. He con-
tinued his service as a Lieutenant Commander in the U.S. Navy reserve until 2012. Mr. Toof has 
served as an adjunct professor at American University Washington College of Law teaching criminal 
procedure. He is a member of ABI and the Virginia, Fairfax County, Northern Virginia Bankruptcy, 
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District of Columbia and American Bar Associations. Mr. Toof received his B.A. summa cum laude 
and Phi Beta Kappa in 1999 from the University of New Hampshire and his J.D. in 2002 from 
American University’s Washington College of Law, and he graduated from the Naval Justice School 
in 2003.

Vincenzo Toppi, CPA, CIRA, CFF, CCFE is a partner with CohnReznick LLP’s Restructuring 
and Dispuste Resolution Services in Parsippany, N.J. He has conducted special investigations and 
fraud examinations involving misappropriation of funds or assets, asset-tracing and recovery, insider 
and third-party transfers, and insolvency analysis. Mr. Toppi has been active in numerous fraud and 
forensic accounting investigations. His experience includes numerous investigations of financial 
crimes, such as misrepresentation of financial facts, bankruptcy fraud and computer fraud. Mr. Toppi 
is experienced in reconstructing accounting records to verify the reliability of the underlying books 
and records and the accuracy of financial-reporting systems. In addition, he leads the computer 
forensic and eDiscovery service team providing eDiscovery and litigation support services that in-
clude electronic data acquisitions, forensic data examinations, data-mining and analysis, and docu-
ment management and review. Mr. Toppi has developed and presented numerous training courses on 
forensic accounting, computer forensics, data analysis and fraud-detection. He is a member of the 
Government Investigation and Civil Litigation (GICLI) Advisory Board. Mr. Toppi received his B.S. 
in accounting from the McGowan School of Business at King’s College.

Carol P. Waldhauser is the executive director for The Delaware Lawyers Assistance Program (DE-
LAP) in Wilmington, Del., which offers confidential assistance to judges and lawyers to help them 
identify and address problems such as depression, stress, substance abuse/dependence, gambling 
addiction and other illnesses and to assist them in developing effective solutions to enhance both 
their quality of life and work. She previously spent more than eight years in professional employee 
assistance as assistant (deputy) director of the Maryland State Bar Association’s Lawyer Assistance 
Program, where she assisted hundreds of individuals in Maryland’s legal community focusing on 
substance abuse/dependence, stress management and employee assistance programs (EAPs). As an 
International Certified Employee Assistance Professional and Certified Wellness Inventory Coach,  
Ms. Waldhauser is trained and/or certified in mediation and conflict resolution, divorce mediation 
skills, grief counseling, substance abuse professional/federal DOT regulations for substance abuse 
professionals; wellness inventory facilitator and coach; and suicide prevention and crisis interven-
tion (trained in Critical Incident Stress Debriefing by Jeffrey Mitchell, the developer of the process). 
She also received executive certification from the University of Notre Dame, Mendoza College of 
Business for Nonprofit Fund Development and Grant Writing. Ms. Waldhauser has more than 20 
years of law office experience in the small firm/solo environment. She has written many articles that 
have been published in legal journals throughout the country, speaks to the judiciary and attorneys 
on problems and solutions regarding quality of life in the legal profession and lawyers’ assistance 
programs specifically, and is executive producer of the DE-LAP podcast Attorney Buoyancy. Ms. 
Waldhauser received her B.S. in pre-law and business from Stevenson University and did extensive 
graduate work in public policy, law, organizational counseling/employee assistance, substance abuse 
and addiction at the University of Baltimore’s School of Business and Law, as well as The Johns 
Hopkins University. She also received certification status from the University of Maryland School 
of Social Work as a certified international employee assistance professional.
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Grayson T. Walter is a member of Bond, Schoeneck & King PLLC in Syracuse, N.Y., where he 
protects and advances the interests of companies and their stakeholders in a broad range of corporate 
and transactional matters, with a special focus on the debtor/creditor relationship and the turnaround 
and restructuring of businesses and organizations experiencing operational turmoil, financial distress 
or insolvency. He regularly provides his clients with legal counsel and strategic advice in connection 
with in-court and out-of-court reorganizations, corporate governance and structure, debt- and equity-
financing and recapitalization, mergers, acquisitions, divestitures, buyouts and other change-of-con-
trol transactions, as well as general commercial and contractual matters. Mr. Walter has represented 
debtors, equity sponsors, institutional lenders, senior secured, subordinated and unsecured creditors, 
official committees, franchisees, licensees and bond insurers in a wide variety of bankruptcy pro-
ceedings (including bankruptcy-related litigation), receiverships and workouts throughout the U.S., 
including negotiating debtor-in-possession (DIP) financing on behalf of debtors and lenders; negoti-
ating and confirming chapter 11 plans of reorganization (including prearranged plans); representing 
buyers and sellers of distressed business assets in transactions under § 363 and Article 9 of the UCC; 
prosecuting and defending actions to recover preferential or fraudulent transfers, including suc-
cessfully defending multiple colleges, universities and other educational institutions against tuition 
clawback attempts; achieving recognition of critical-vendor status and pre-confirmation payment of 
pre-petition trade debt; and achieving court approval of post-petition management incentive bonus 
payments. He also has experience representing public and private companies engaged in a wide va-
riety of industries and activities, including private investment, finance, manufacturing, technology, 
health care, transportation and logistics, energy, construction and retail. Mr. Walter has worked ex-
tensively with many higher-education institutions and other nonprofit organizations. He is secretary 
and trustee of the Central New York Bankruptcy Bar Association and sits on the board of directors 
of the Onondaga County Assigned Counsel Program. Mr. Walter received his undergraduate degree 
from Hamilton College and his J.D. from Vanderbilt University Law School.

Jolene E. Wee, CIRA is the owner, managing director and founder of JW Infinity Consulting, 
LLC in New York, a financial advisory firm specialized in providing transaction advisory, interim 
management, litigation consulting, and forensic accounting services to distressed companies and its 
stakeholders. Using her mathematics and computer science background, she deploys large-scale data 
analytics to derive forward-looking business insights based on her professional training in account-
ing, finance and economics. Ms. Wee has served as an advisor to investors, fiduciaries, creditor com-
mittees, debtors, legal counsel, distressed companies, high-net-worth individuals, and public agen-
cies on restructuring, bankruptcy, litigation, forensic, financing, merger and buyout matters. She has 
also performed fraudulent-transfer analyses and business valuations on bankruptcy litigation mat-
ters. Her case experience includes companies in the banking, e-commerce, financial services, health 
care, insurance, manufacturing, professional services, real estate and retail industries with revenues 
of up to $15B. Fluent in several Chinese and Southeast Asian languages, Ms. Wee was selected as a 
member of ABI’s 2020 “40 Under 40” class. In 2018, she was named Valuation Adviser of the Year 
by Finance Monthly Global Awards. Ms. Wee is a subchapter V trustee in Region 2, covering the 
Eastern and Southern Districts of New York, and Region 4, covering Maryland, the District of Co-
lumbia and the Eastern District of Virginia. She received her bachelor’s degrees in mathematics and 
business administration with a focus on finance from Berea College, and her M.B.A. from Miami 
University of Ohio.
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Christopher B. Wick is a corporate restructuring and bankruptcy partner with Hahn Loeser and 
Parks LLP in Cleveland, where he focuses his practice on corporate reorganizations, workouts, debt-
ors’ and creditors’ rights, and corporate transactions across the U.S. He has represented parties in the 
restructuring, reorganization or sale of complex business in an array of industries, including energy, 
automotive, agriculture, telecommunications, logistics, manufacturing, real estate and steel. He also 
has a broad range of transactional experience and has advised clients in connection with a variety 
of DIP financing facilities, recapitalization transactions, and asset dispositions and acquisitions. Mr. 
Wick has substantial experience representing and advising companies, buyers and investors in all 
aspects of distressed and insolvency situations. He also counsels boards of directors, chief executive 
offices and other members of senior management with respect to their duties and obligations to, and 
exposures in connection with, financially challenged companies. Mr. Wick received his J.D. in 2000 
from Washington & Lee University School of Law.


