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Corinne Donohue Adams is an attorney at Yumkas, Vidmar, Sweeney & Mulrenin, LLC in Colum-
bia, Md., where her practice focuses on bankruptcy, creditors’ rights and litigation. She represents 
corporate and individual debtors in chapter 11 cases, secured and unsecured creditors, and chapter 
7 trustees in all aspects of their cases, including litigation, deal-making and dispute resolution. Ms. 
Adams has been selected as a Maryland Super Lawyers “Rising Star” in the area of Bankruptcy: 
Business for 2016, 2017 and 2018. She currently serves on the boards of the American Inn of Court 
and the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation networks of Maryland 
and D.C. Ms. Adams is admitted to practice in New York, the state and federal courts of Maryland 
and the District of Columbia, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit, and the U.S. Supreme 
Court.Prior to joining the firm, she was the term law clerk to Hon. Robert E. Grossman in the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of New York. During her clerkship, she handled matters in 
chapter 7, 11 and 13 cases. Ms. Adams received her B.A. summa cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa from 
Lafayette College and her J.D. from St. John’s University School of Law, where she served on the 
ABI Law Review and completed courses through its LL.M. in Bankruptcy program; she also worked 
in a debtor/creditor litigation clinic.

Hon. Nancy V. Alquist is Chief Judge of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Maryland in 
Baltimore. She joined the court on Sept. 20, 2004. Judge Alquist began her career in the litigation de-
partment of Philadephia’s Clark, Ladner, Fortenbaugh & Young. Later in Chicago, she became a part-
ner of Winston and Strawn, as well as a partner in the Baltimore/Washington, D.C., office of Ballard 
Spahr Andrews & Ingersoll. Judge Alquist recevied her undergraduate degree from The University of 
Pennsylvania and her J.D. from Temple University Beasley School of Law.

Alane A. Becket is a managing partner at Malvern, Pa.-based Becket & Lee LLP, a Women’s Business 
Enterprise, as certified by the Women’s Business Enterprise National Council, that focuses on consumer 
lenders and debt-purchasers. In addition to client and industry relations, she focuses on litigation strate-
gy, and Becket & Lee has been lead or co-counsel in some of the most influential decisions in consumer 
bankruptcy over the last 20 years. She is also ABI’s President-Elect. AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell, 
Ms. Becket is admitted to practice in Pennsylvania and New Jersey, and has represented creditors and 
debt-purchasers in commercial and bankruptcy matters and Fair Debt Collection Practices Act (FD-
CPA) defense. She is co-chair of the Bankruptcy Section and of the Professional Standards and Griev-
ance Committees of the National Creditors Bar Association (NCBA), and is a member of the National 
Association of Chapter Thirteen Trustees (NACTT) and the National Association of Bankruptcy Trust-
ees (NABT). Formerly ABI’s Vice President-Publications, Ms. Becket served on the editorial board of 
ABI’s Consumer Bankruptcy website and is a past co-chair of ABI’s Consumer Bankruptcy Committee. 
A frequent lecturer, she also co-authored Consumer Bankruptcy: Fundamentals of Chapter 7 and Chap-
ter 13, Third Edition (ABI, 2011) and edited the 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2017 editions of the book series 
Best of ABI: The Year in Consumer Bankruptcy. In addition, she has written and lectured extensively on 
consumer bankruptcy issues for a variety of professional organizations, including ABI, the Sixth Circuit 
Federal Judicial Conference, NACTT, Norton Bankruptcy Law Advisor, NCBA, the National Confer-
ence of Bankruptcy Judges and a host of local and regional creditor organizations. Ms. Becket graduated 
from Pennsylvania State University and received her J.D. from Widener University School of Law.

Hon. Paul M. Black is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Virginia in Roanoke, 
appointed in 2014. He previously practiced law in Richmond for several years, then returned to Roa-
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noke and joined Spilman Thomas & Battle, PLLC, where he co-chaired its Bankruptcy and Creditor’s 
Rights practice group and focused his practice on commercial litigation, bankruptcy, and banking 
and finance law. Judge Black was named to The Best Lawyers in America in multiple areas related 
to finance and insolvency, to “Virginia’s Legal Elite” by Virginia Business magazine in both Civil 
Litigation and Bankruptcy Law, and as a Virginia SuperLawyer in the field of Bankruptcy Law. For 
many years, he was an active participant in the Boyd-Graves Conference of the Virginia Bar Associa-
tion, which studies and makes recommendations to the Virginia legislature on improvements to civil 
practice in Virginia. Judge Black was past chair of the Litigation Section of the Virginia State Bar, 
and also chaired the Bankruptcy Section of the Virginia Bar Association. In addition, he served as a 
member of the Virginia State Bar Disciplinary Board from 2007-13. Judge Black is a frequent speaker 
at Virginia CLE seminars. He received his undergraduate degree from Washington and Lee Univer-
sity in 1982, studied at Cambridge University in England, and received his J.D. from the University 
of Richmond in 1985, after which he clerked for Hon. Blackwell N. Shelley of the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court for the Eastern District of Virginia.

Kimberly A. Brown is an associate with Landis Rath & Cobb LLP in Wilmington, Del., and con-
centrates her practice in the area of Corporate Bankruptcy and Restructuring and Bankruptcy Litiga-
tion. She has worked with teams representing chapter 11 debtors, official and unofficial creditors’ 
committees, financial institutions, secured lenders and other secured creditors, indenture trustees and 
bondholders, asset-purchasers, liquidation trusts and other significant creditors, chapter 15 foreign 
representatives, and other parties in interest in a variety of national bankruptcy cases. Ms. Brown 
represents clients in a wide range of industries, including retail, food and beverage, oil and gas, and 
manufacturing. She chairs the International Women’s Insolvency and Restructuring Confederation 
- Delaware Network and served as the past vice chair and social chair of the network, and was a Ris-
ing Star Award finalist for 2017. She also is a Super Lawyers “Delaware Rising Star” for 2018 and 
a member of the Delaware State Bar Association, ABI and the Delaware Bankruptcy American Inn 
of Court. Ms. Brown is admitted to practice in the Supreme Court of Delaware and the U.S. District 
Court for the District of Delaware. Before joining Landis Rath & Cobb, she clerked in the Superior 
Court for the State of Delaware for Hon. Mary M. Johnston and at the Office of Disciplinary Counsel 
of the Supreme Court of Delaware. Ms. Brown received her B.A. in government and politics with a 
minor in accounting from Widener University in 2005 and her J.D. in 2008 from Widener University 
School of Law.

Hon. Kevin J. Carey is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Delaware in Wilmington, first 
appointed in 2005 and serving as Chief Judge from 2008-11. He previously served as a U.S. bank-
ruptcy judge for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, appointed on Jan. 25, 2001. Judge Carey serves 
on ABI’s Executive Committee as Vice President-Membership and is a past global chairman of the 
Turnaround Management Association. He is a member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy 
Judges and also serves as an associate editor for the American Bankruptcy Law Journal. Judge Carey 
is the Third Circuit representative on the Administrative Office’s Bankruptcy Judges Advisory Group 
and is a member of the Third Circuit Judicial Council’s Facilities and Security Committee. He is also 
a contributing author to Collier on Bankruptcy and Collier Forms Manual. Judge Carey is a part-time 
adjunct professor in the LL.M. in Bankruptcy program at St. John’s University School of Law in New 
York and at Temple University’s Beasley School of Law in Philadelphia. He began his legal career in 
1979 as law clerk to Bankruptcy Judge Thomas M. Twardowski, then clerked for the U.S. Bankruptcy 
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Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania. Judge Carey received his B.A. in 1976 from Pennsyl-
vania State University and his J.D. in 1979 from Villanova University School of Law.

Peter C. Chadwick, CIRA is a managing director in the Washington, D.C., office of Berkeley Re-
search Group, LLC in its Restructuring and Transaction Advisory group. His experience includes 
improving underperforming businesses and advising debtors and creditors in complex financial mat-
ters. He has served as chief executive officer, chief operating officer, chief financial officer, and advi-
sor to companies in a variety of industries, including automobiles and components, coal-producers, 
construction and construction materials, health care and pharmaceuticals, infrastructure and energy, 
and manufacturing, metals and mining Mr. Chadwick’s experience with leading health care providers 
includes renegotiating contracts, effectuating sale transactions, and preparing business plans based 
on his revenue cycle management studies, labor studies and operational improvement plans. He has 
acted as advisor or officer to several health care providers, including leading hospital systems through 
operational turnarounds and financial restructurings by improving revenue cycle management, reduc-
ing labor costs, improving physician productivity, and reducing supply chain costs. Mr. Chadwick has 
also prepared and implemented post-acquisition integration plans, viability plans, asset-dissolution 
strategies and liquidity-enhancement plans. Previously, he was an executive director at Capstone 
Advisory Group, LLC and a restructuring advisor at FTI Consulting. A member of the Turnaround 
Management Association’s global board, Mr. Chadwick received his B.A. from Pennsylvania State 
University and his M.B.A. in finance from the Olin School of Business at Babson College.

H. David Cox is an attorney with Cox Law Group in Lynchburg, Va., where he practices bankruptcy 
law throughout the Western District of Virginia from his offices in Lynchburg, Danville, Staunton and 
Winchester. His practice focuses exclusively on the representation of consumer debtors in bankruptcy 
and related proceedings. Prior to entering private practice, Mr. Cox served as a judicial law clerk for 
Hon. William E. Anderson, U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Virginia. He is past 
member of the Virginia State Bar’s Board of Governors for the Bankruptcy Section, and he has been 
included in Virginia Business Magazine’s list of the best bankruptcy lawyers in the state, as well as 
in its list of the best young practitioners. Mr. Cox is a member of ABI and Virginia State co-chair of 
the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys, and is a council member of the Virginia 
Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Section. He is the co-editor of Bankruptcy Practice in Virginia, co-
authored the fourth edition of ABI’s Consumer Bankruptcy: Fundamentals of Chapter 7 and Chapter 
13 of the U.S. Bankruptcy Code, and has lectured at numerous regional and national CLE programs 
related to bankruptcy. In March 2013, Mr. Cox was inducted as a Fellow of the American College of 
Bankruptcy, and in June 2011, he became a permanent member of the Fourth Circuit Judicial Confer-
ence. He received his B.A. in 1992 from Virginia Tech and his J.D. in 1995 from the University of 
Richmond - TC Williams School of Law.

Kara Hammond Coyle is a partner with Young Conaway Stargatt & Taylor, LLP in Wilmington, 
Del., where she focuses her practice on representing corporations as debtors-in-possession and other 
major constituents in chapter 11 bankruptcy cases. Her debtor-in-possession representations include 
Enduro Resource Partners, LLC, Ascent Resources Marcellus Holdings, LLC, The Standard Register 
Company, The PMI Group, Inc., Traffic Control and Safety Corp., Graceway Pharmaceuticals, Inc., 
National Envelope Corp., Accuride Corp., Freedom Communications Holdings, Inc., Eddie Bauer 
Holdings, Inc., Regent Communications, Inc., Stock Building Supply Holdings, LLC, ProxyMed 
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Transaction Services, Inc., Diamond Glass Corp., American Home Mortgage Holdings, Inc., Werner 
Co., Women First Healthcare, Inc., Bonus Stores, Inc., Factory 2-U Stores, Inc., CTC Communica-
tions Group, Inc., CMT America Corp., Eteam USA, LLC and General Datacomm Industries, Inc. 
In addition to representing corporate debtors, Ms. Coyle represents various lenders, noteholders and 
other significant creditors in the chapter 11 cases of Patriot National, Inc., Vitamin World, Inc., Real 
Industry, Inc., CST Industries Holdings Inc., The Limited Stores Co., LLC, Quicksilver Resources, 
Inc., Parallel Energy LP, Abengoa US, Cal Dive International and Vantage Drilling. She received her 
B.A. from the University of Delaware and her J.D. from American University’s Washington College 
of Law.

David N. Crapo is Of Counsel to Gibbons P.C. in Newark, N.J., in its Financial Restructuring and 
Creditors’ Rights Department and its Health Law Team. He has served as a patient care ombudsman 
in the bankruptcy cases of the North Philadelphia Health System, a mental and behavioral health 
facility, and Hebrew Hospital Senior Housing, a continuing care retirement community in Valhalla, 
N.Y. In his health care practice, Mr. Crapo has focused on health care insolvency and data privacy 
and security issues. He has been actively involved in the development of the Gibbons P.C. Privacy & 
Data Security Task Force, which counsels clients on data-protection requirements and the implica-
tions for U.S. companies doing business overseas. The Task Force also advises clients on all aspects 
of compliance. Mr. Crapo has spoken extensively on health law and data privacy and security issues. 
He is a member of ABI’s Health Care Committee, the Health Law Section of the American Bar Asso-
ciation, the Health Information and Management Systems Society and the International Association 
of Privacy Professionals. He is a Certified International Privacy Professional-US. Mr. Crapo received 
his LL.M. in Health Law & Policy from Seton Hall University.

Rosa J. Evergreen is a partner in the Washington, D.C., office of Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer LLP  in 
its Bankruptcy and Restructuring group. She has experience in all aspects of bankruptcy and corporate 
restructuring, including complex chapter 11 cases, asset dispositions and bankruptcy litigation, as well 
as out-of-court restructurings and receivership cases. Ms. Evergreen has acted on behalf of corporate 
debtors, secured and unsecured creditors, bondholders, lenders, trade vendors and suppliers, private-
equity funds, investors and asset-purchasers, and individuals and businesses involved in bankruptcy 
court litigation. She is active in many bankruptcy-related professional organizations, including ABI, 
the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation and the Turnaround Manage-
ment Association. She also frequently writes and lectures on a number of bankruptcy-related topics.  
Ms. Evergreen has received numerous recognitions, including Chambers USA as “Up and Coming,” 
Washingtonian Magazine, The Best Lawyers in America and Washington, DC Super Lawyers, and she 
was recognized by Turnaround & Workouts as an “outstanding young restructuring lawyer” for 2017. 
Prior to joining Arnold & Porter, she was a law clerk to Hon. Stephen C. St. John of the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court for the Eastern District of Virginia. Ms. Evergreen received her B.A. from Georgetown University 
and her M.B.A. and J.D. from William & Mary.

Hon. Richard E. Fehling is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania in 
Reading, appointed on Feb. 14, 2006. Prior to his appointment, he had been an associate, shareholder, 
director and general counsel at Stevens & Lee in Reading for nearly 25 years, co-chairing the Stevens 
& Lee Bankruptcy Group for 17 of those years. Judge Fehling chaired the Pennsylvania Bar Associa-
tion Bankruptcy Committee from 1992-95, the Berks County Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Commit-
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tee in 1993 and the Eastern District of Pennsylvania’s Bankruptcy Conference from 1996-97. He has 
been a frequent lecturer in bankruptcy, financial distress, litigation and ethics programs. Judge Feh-
ling is a member of the William Strong Inns of Court in Berks County, PA. He received his B.A. from 
Yale and his J.D. magna cum laude from The Dickinson School of Law, graduating first in his class.

Ryan G. Foley is a partner with Shook, Hardy & Bacon LLP in Philadelphia and co-chairs the firm’s 
Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights Practice Group. He represents secured and unsecured creditors, 
lessors, lessees and investors in issues related to bankruptcy, insolvency and debt restructuring. He 
has represented chapter 7 trustees in avoidance actions and handles a variety of consumer litigation 
matters, including claims relating to the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, the Fair Credit Reporting 
Act, and various other state consumer-protection statutes. Mr. Foley is a registered mediator with the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware and is Board Certified in Creditors’ Rights Law 
by the American Board of Certification. He previously clerked for Hon. Gloria M. Burns in the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court for the District of New Jersey and has been a presenter on bankruptcy topics. He is 
also a frequent writer, having been published numerous times in the ABI Journal and elsewhere. Mr. 
Foley has volunteered with the New York City Bar Association’s Veterans’ Assistance Project, and his 
work as lead AIG attorney led to 20 veterans receiving free legal assistance. He recently co-authored 
ABI’s The Business Creditor’s Guide to Debt Collection and Bankruptcy. Mr. Foley was named one 
of the ABI’s “40 Under 40” insolvency professionals in its inaugural 2017 class. He received his B.A. 
in history magna cum laude from Misericordia University, his J.D. from Villanova University School 
of Law, and his LL.M. in Bankruptcy from St. John’s University School of Law in 2013, where he 
received the Dean’s Award for Excellence in International Bankruptcy.

Hon. Eric L. Frank is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania in Philadel-
phia, initially appointed in February 2006 and appointed Chief Judge from March 2013 to February 
2018. Prior to taking the bench, he was a shareholder in DiDonato and Winterhalter, P.C., a partner in 
Miller, Frank & Miller and a supervising attorney at Community Legal Services, Inc. in Philadelphia. 
From 1998 to 2005, Judge Frank served as a member of the federal Judicial Conference Advisory 
Committee on the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure , where he served as chair of the subcom-
mittee with primary responsibility for drafting numerous rules and forms amendments required by the 
enactment of BAPCPA in 2005. He is a past chair of the Steering Committee of the Eastern District of 
Pennsylvania Bankruptcy Conference and a past president of the board of directors of the Consumer 
Bankruptcy Assistance Project in Philadelphia, which provides referrals and representation in chap-
ter 7 bankruptcy cases to low-income individuals on a pro bono basis. Since 1998, Judge Frank has 
been a contributing author to Collier on Bankruptcy. He received his B.A. from the State University 
of New York at Binghamton in 1973 and his J.D. from the University of Pensylvania Law School in 
1976, where he served on its law review. Following law school, he clerked for the late Justice Samuel 
J. Roberts of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court and for U.S. Bankruptcy Judge Bruce I. Fox.

Edward T. Gavin, CTP is a managing director and founding partner of Gavin/Solmonese LLC in 
Wilmington, Del., where he leads the firm’s Restructuring and Fiduciary Services Practice and spe-
cializes specializes in complex bankruptcy matters, representing debtors, creditors and committees as 
financial advisor, asset sale advisor, chief restructuring officer or in other responsible party roles. He 
is frequently called upon to provide expert testimony in matters involving breach-of-fiduciary-duty 
and bankruptcy matters, including preferences. In addition, he is frequently appointed liquidating 
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trustee, litigation trustee or plan administrator for post-confirmation liquidating trusts. Mr. Gavin is 
ABI’s President and previously served as ABI’s Vice-President-Development. He also co-chaired 
ABI’s Financial Advisors & Investment Banking Committee, was co-chair and education director of 
ABI’s Ethics Committee, and served on ABI’s Civility Task Force and the ABI National Ethics Stan-
dards Task Force, leading that group’s Committee Solicitation Protocols Subcommittee. Mr. Gavin is 
a 30th Anniversary Circle contributor to ABI’s Endowment Fund and co-chaired ABI’s Mid-Atlantic 
Bankruptcy Workshop from 2009-14. He also co-authored ABI’s Chief Restructuring Officer’s Guide 
to Bankruptcy and writes the “Turnaround Tactics” blog for Forbes. He is on Twitter as @tedgavin. 
Mr. Gavin attended the University of the Arts in Philadelphia, studying music theory and education.

Prof. Bruce Grohsgal is the Helen S. Balick Professor in Business Bankruptcy Law at Delaware 
Law School, Widener University, where he teaches bankruptcy and commercial law. He previously 
was a partner in the Wilmington, Del., office of Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones, LLP and has repre-
sented debtors, creditors’ committees and trustees in chapter 11 bankruptcy cases and litigation. Prof. 
Grohsgal was a Senior Fellow at Americans for Financial Reform, Washington, D.C., from October 
2012 to January 2013 while on sabbatical from his former firm. He also chaired the Bankruptcy Sec-
tion of the Delaware State Bar Association from 2008-09. Prof. Grohsgal has spoken and written 
on numerous bankruptcy topics, including “first-day” relief, going concerns and other asset sales, 
structured dismissals, financial institution bankruptcies, and the treatment of derivatives, repo and 
other financial instruments in bankruptcy. He received his J.D. in 1980 from Columbia University 
Law School.

Thomas M. Horan is a partner with Fox Rothschild LLP in Wilmington, Del., in its Financial Re-
structuring & Bankruptcy group. He frequently represents committees, debtors, secured lenders, 
trustees and unsecured creditors in complex chapter 11 cases. He also represents parties in litigation 
before Delaware’s Court of Chancery and Superior Court, and prepares opinion letters connected to 
Delaware transactions. His practice is divided between lead counsel roles and Delaware counsel en-
gagements. Mr. Horan is ABI’s Vice President-Communications & Information Technology, co-chair 
of ABI’s Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Workshop, and is on the advisory board of ABI’s Views from the 
Bench conference. He is AV-Rated by Martindale-Hubbell. Prior to joining Fox Rothschild in June 
2018 via a merger with his prior firm, Shaw Fishman Glantz & Towbin LLC, Mr. Horan was a part-
ner in Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, LLP’s Wilmington, Del., office and an associate at Morris 
James LLP. He received his B.A. in 1989 and his M.A. in 1992 from Fordham University, and his 
J.D. cum laude from St. John’s University School of Law in 2002, where he was executive notes and 
comments editor for the ABI Law Review.

Ericka F. Johnson is Of Counsel with Womble Bond Dickinson in Wilmington, Del., where she works 
with plan fiduciaries, chapter 11 debtors, unsecured creditors’ committees and retirees, landlords, pur-
chasers, and creditors and parties in interest. She formerly worked for a leading bank holding com-
pany, where she managed consumer finance operations and internal risk assessments and audits from 
the U.S. Office of the Comptroller of the Currency. She calls on that experience for her clients, which 
include middle-market chapter 11 debtors, official committees of unsecured creditors and plan fidu-
ciaries. She has advised debtor-in-possession lenders, landlords, secured and unsecured creditors, and 
asset-purchasers on bankruptcy and corporate restructuring matters across manufacturing, retail, real 
estate, and media/technology sectors. Ms. Johnson has co-chaired ABI’s Technology and Intellectual 
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Property Committee and served on the board of directors of the International Women’s Insolvency 
and Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC). In addition, she was listed as a Super Lawyers “Rising 
Star” from 2013-17. Ms. Johnson is well-versed in litigation matters, including preference, fraudulent 
transfer, turnover and breach-of-contract actions. She regularly litigates contested matters including 
involuntary bankruptcies, motions for the appointment of chapter 11 trustees, claim objections, plan 
confirmation objections, and dismissal/conversion motions. Ms. Johnson received her B.A. from the 
University of Delaware and her J.D. from Delaware Law School, where she was a member of the Phi 
Kappa Phi Honor Society, president of the Moot Court Honor Society and a member of the Delaware 
Journal of Corporate Law, and received the Outstanding Service Award.

Laura Davis Jones is a name partner and management committee member of Pachulski Stang Ziehl 
& Jones LLP and is the managing partner of the firm’s Wilmington, Del., office. She gained national 
recognition as debtor’s counsel in the Continental Airlines bankruptcy case, and has represented 
numerous debtors, creditors’ committees, bank groups, acquirers and other significant constituencies 
in chapter 11 cases and workout proceedings. Her recent clients include Deb Stores Holding LLC, 
Cache, Inc., Revstone Industries, LLC, Exide Technologies, EveryWare Global, AFA Investment and 
SS Body Armor, Inc., and her recent creditor representations include the creditors’ committees of LCI 
Holding Company, Inc. (“LifeCare”) and NE Opco, Inc., and she was co-counsel to the second-lien 
notes indenture trustee of Energy Future Holdings Corp., et al. A frequent speaker and writer, Ms. 
Jones was named “Deal Maker of the Year” by The American Lawyer and has been continuously 
named in The Best Lawyers in America and as one of the “Best Lawyers in Delaware,” and she was 
selected as one of the top 10 lawyers in Delaware by Delaware Super Lawyers. She is also included 
among Chambers USA America’s “Leading Lawyers for Business,” and is ranked among the top-tier 
bankruptcy/restructuring lawyers in Delaware. Ms. Jones has been recognized in the K&A Restruc-
turing Register and LawDragon 500 since their inception, has been repeatedly named to the Interna-
tional Who’s Who of Insolvency and Restructuring Lawyers, and holds an AV rating from Martindale-
Hubbell. She is admitted to practice in Delaware and the District of Columbia. Ms. Jones received her 
undergraduate degree from the University of Delaware and her J.D. from Dickinson School of Law, 
where she was on the board of editors and business manager for the Dickinson Law Review, as well 
as served on the Appellate Moot Court Board.

Shanti M. Katona is a shareholder with Polsinelli PC in Wilmington, Del., where she regularly 
represents debtor companies, unsecured creditors’ committees and commercial restructuring lenders, 
among others, and is a proud member of Polsinelli’s Women’s Initiative and Diversity & Inclusion 
Committees. She has substantial litigation experience in both federal and state courts, including fi-
duciary duty litigation and avoidance action litigation. Ms. Katona presented at ABI’s 9th Annual 
Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Workshop and on judgment enforcement in Delaware through the Lorman 
Education Series. She co-wrote an article on bridging the gender gap in the restructuring industry for 
The Wall Street Journal and has presented on the landscape of women in the law at the University 
of Delaware. Ms. Katona was one of the primary drafters of the inaugural Polsinelli/TrBK Health-
care Distress Indices, which has been widely cited across industries. For her efforts, she was named 
a Delaware Super Lawyers “Rising Star.” She is the communications director for ABI’s Unsecured 
Trade Creditors Committee, and also serves as an executive board member of the Delaware chapter 
for the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation and the South Asian Bar 
Association of Delaware. She is also part of and committed to the diversity initiatives of the Delaware 
State Bar Association. Prior to becoming a lawyer, Ms. Katona was a social science research analyst 
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with the Social Security Administration working on policy initiatives relating to the Supplemental 
Security Income program. More recently, she was a member of ABI’s inaugural 2017 class of “40 
Under 40.” Ms. Katona received her undergraduate degree from the University of Pennsylvania and 
her J.D. from Washington University in St. Louis.

Richardo I. Kilpatrick is the president of Kilpatrick & Associates, PC in Auburn Hills, Mich., where 
he focuses on corporate, consumer and commercial litigation and bankruptcy, real property remedies 
for creditors, real property transactions and general corporate counseling, and specializes in creditors’ 
rights and insolvency law. He is a past president and chairman of ABI and has served on the board of 
directors for the American College of Bankruptcy. Mr. Kilpatrick is a member of the ABA’s Litiga-
tion Committee and Business Law Committee, the Federal and Oakland County Bar Associations, the 
National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees’ Ethics Committee, the National Association of Chapter 
13 Trustees’ Bankruptcy Arbitration and Mediation Services and board of directors, and the Trustees’ 
Education Network’s board of directors, and he has been an interviewer for admissions for the Har-
vard Alumni Association and an adjunct professor at St. John’s University School of Law’s LL.M. 
in Bankruptcy program. Mr. Kilpatrick has spoken at the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges 
and is a presenter at numerous seminars focusing on bankruptcy and collections presented by the 
Institute of Continuing Legal Education faculty for the Norton Litigation Institute, PESI and ABI. He 
is a frequent speaker and an editor for Norton’s Treatise on Bankruptcy, and he frequently publishes 
articles on consumer and commercial bankruptcy. In October 2008, Mr. Kilpatrick was invited to be 
a conferee at the National Bankruptcy Conference, and in August 2011 he accepted an invitation to 
serve as a member of the Judicial Conference Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy Rules. He is Board 
Certified in Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification, and he received his 
B.A. in economics in 1973 from Harvard University and his J.D. in 1982 from the University of 
Michigan Law School.

Jennifer B. Kimble is the director of Business Development at Prime Clerk in New York and has 
more than 12 years of restructuring experience representing debtors, creditors and retiree committees, 
creditors and lenders in complex chapter 11 cases and out-of-court restructurings. Prior to relocating 
to New York, she served as special counsel in the Bankruptcy Group at Rumberger, Kirk & Caldwell 
in its Birmingham, Ala., office, as a partner at a Birmingham-based law firm and as an associate in 
the Bankruptcy & Creditors Rights Group at Burr & Forman, LLP. Some of her clients include the 
United Mine Workers of America, the Official Retiree Committee of Eastman Kodak Co., Mercedes-
Benz U.S. International, Inc., Hyundai Motor Manufacturing Alabama, LLC and Wells Fargo Bank. 
Ms. Kimble is a member of ABI’s inaugural 2017 “40 Under 40” class and was named a Rising Star 
in Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights by Alabama Super Lawyers from 2010-16. Ms. Kimble  
serves as vice finance director of IWIRC and serves as Education Director for ABI’s Business Re-
organization Committee. She previously co-chaired ABI’s Young & New Members Committee. Ms. 
Kimble is admitted to practice law in Alabama, Mississippi and New York. She received her under-
graduate degree summa cum laude from Mississippi State University and her J.D. from the University 
of Mississippi.

Suzanne A. Koenig is president and founder of SAK Management Services, LLC in Northfield, Ill., 
a long-term care management and health care consulting services company. With more than 30 years 
of experience as an owner and operator, she provides specialized skills in operations improvement, 
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staff development and quality assurance, with expertise in marketing and census development as 
well as operations enhancement for the whole spectrum of senior housing, long-term care and other 
health care entities requiring turnaround services. Ms. Koenig’s professional experience has included 
executive positions in marketing, development and operations management for both regional and 
national health care providers representing property portfolios throughout the U.S., and she has been 
appointed the patient care ombudsman, receiver and chapter 11 trustee in several health care bank-
ruptcy filings. In addition, she has served in an advisory and consulting capacity for numerous client 
engagements involving bankruptcy proceedings, as well as in turnaround-management situations. 
An owner and operator, licensed nursing home administrator and licensed social worker, Ms. Koenig 
has experience as a long-term care provider and also serves as an officer and director for several of 
the states’ long-term-care-provider associations. Ms. Koenig is a former co-chair of ABI’s Health 
Care Committee and serves on the board of directors of the Summit Healthcare REIT, Inc.. She was 
recently elected to the Global Turnaround Management Association’s board of trustees and serves on 
the board of directors for the School of Social Work at the University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana. 
Ms. Koenig also serves as an officer and director for several of the state’s long-term-care provider 
associations and is a co-chair for the Steering Committee of the Midwest Turnaround Management 
Association (TMA) Chapter. She is a frequent speaker for various health care industry associations 
and business affiliates, where she conducts continuing education and training programs. Ms. Koenig 
received her undergraduate degree in social work from the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign 
and her M.S. from Spertus College.

Teresa C. Kohl is a managing director for SSG Capital Advisors, LLC in West Conshohocken, Pa., 
and is responsible for originating and leading investment banking transactions, as well as managing 
SSG’s litigation advisory practice. She has completed more than 100 restructuring matters, including 
refinancing and sale transactions for middle-market companies in bankruptcy proceedings and out-of-
court workouts. Prior to her transition to investment banking, Ms. Kohl led financial and operational 
restructuring engagements for boutique advisory firms. Her past clients include publicly traded, pri-
vately held, private-equity sponsored and family-owned companies in the health care, retail, manu-
facturing, building products and financial services industries. Ms. Kohl is a frequent speaker on finan-
cial and operational restructuring issues, bankruptcy, and special-situation transactions. She serves 
on ABI’s Board of Directors and as an executive board member and vice president of Conferences 
for the Turnaround Management Association (TMA Global). She was the first woman to lead TMA’s 
largest global chapter (New York City) as president, and she co-founded TMA Global’s Network of 
Women. Ms. Kohl is an active member of the Association for Corporate Growth, the Association of 
Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors and the International Women’s Insolvency and Restructuring 
Confederation. She received her B.S. from Villanova University School of Business.

Mette H. Kurth is a partner with Fox Rothschild LLP in Wilmington, Del., where she represents 
clients facing complex, financially distressed situations and bankruptcy issues. Named one of Califor-
nia’s leading bankruptcy and restructuring attorneys by Chambers USA, Ms. Kurth represents clients 
in sophisticated workouts, restructurings, distressed M&A transactions and bankruptcy matters in 
a range of industries, including retail, restaurant, hospitality, agriculture, fitness, financial services, 
health care, real estate, and media and entertainment. She represents debtors, creditors, investors, 
creditors’ committees and other parties in all areas of reorganization, distressed sales and acquisi-
tions, liquidations and bankruptcy-related litigation. Ms. Kurth is deeply involved with the executive 
committee of the Turnaround Management Association and currently serves as its Vice President of 
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Communications and a member of its board of directors. She is also a member of ABI, the American 
Bar Association, the Los Angeles Bankruptcy Forum and the International Women’s Insolvency & 
Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC). Ms. Kurth received her B.A. cum laude from Trinity Univer-
sity in 1990 and her J.D. from the University of California, Los Angeles in 1996.

John P. Madden, CIRA, CPA is the founder and a Managing Partner of Emerald Capital Advisors 
Corp. in New York and heads its Restructuring Advisory practice. He has more than 20 years of 
direct experience assisting distressed companies, specializing in bankruptcy reorganizations, out-
of-court restructurings and interim-management assignments during all phases of both financial and 
operational restructurings. Mr. Madden has been recognized among The Deal Pipeline’s “Top Crisis 
Management Professionals” for more than 50 consecutive quarters. Since the founding of Emerald 
in 2013, his select notable engagements have included Dean & Deluca; American Apparel; Fisker 
Automotive; Suniva; Hobbico; Energy Conversion Devices; Katy Industries; and Coda Automotive. 
Prior to founding Emerald Capital Advisors, Mr. Madden was a managing director at Chanin Capi-
tal Partners, a subsidiary of Duff & Phelps Securities, LLC, where he led both in and out-of-court 
restructurings and recapitalizations, including mergers and acquisitions, exchange offerings, capital-
raising, plan negotiations and structuring, waivers and amendments, rights offerings and operational 
improvement plans. Previously, he was a director at Zolfo Cooper, where he held positions of in-
creasing responsibility for six years. Mr. Madden was a member of the interim senior management 
team involved in the restructuring of Enron, as director of Restructuring. Earlier, he was employed 
by Arthur Andersen LLP, where he performed various audit engagements, working in a variety of 
industries including communications, consumer products, entertainment, industrial products, media, 
pharmaceutical, publishing, software and telecommunications. Mr. Madden has presented on various 
topics over the past decade, as well as authored articles and chapters in financial publications. He 
holds the Financial Industry Regulatory Authority (FINRA) Series 7, 63, and 79 licenses. Mr. Mad-
den received his B.S. in business administration with a concentration in accounting from Georgetown 
University.

Warren J. Martin, Jr. is a principal of Porzio, Bromberg & Newman, P.C. and co-chair of the firm’s 
Financial Services and Bankruptcy Department in Morristown, N.J., where he practices in the areas 
of bankruptcy, workouts, financial reorganizations and creditors’ rights. He specializes in working 
with the financial services and life sciences industries. Mr. Martin has been a member of the New Jer-
sey Supreme Court Committee on Character since 2015, co-chaired ABI’s Health Care Committee, 
chaired the Lawyers’ Advisory Committee to the Bankruptcy Court, is a member of the New Jersey 
State Bar Association’s Creditor/Debtor Section and the Turnaround Management Association, and 
served as an adjunct professor of bankruptcy law at Rutgers University School of Law. He has been 
recognized in The Best Lawyers in America for 2012-18 and in Chambers USA for 2009-16, and has 
been listed in the Super Lawyers Business Edition and in New Jersey Super Lawyers. He is admitted 
to practice in New Jersey and before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit, the U.S. District 
Court for the Eastern District of Michigan, and the U.S. Supreme Court. Mr. Martin received his un-
dergraduate degree with high honors from Rutgers University in 1983 and his J.D. cum laude from 
Georgetown University Law Center in 1986.

Hon. Stacey L. Meisel is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of New Jersey in Newark and is 
the first African-American selected for this position in New Jersey. Before joining the bench, she was 
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a founding member of Becker Meisel LLC and co-chaired its bankruptcy, insolvency and creditors’ 
rights practice. Prior to her appointment, Judge Meisel served on the New Jersey Panel of Bankruptcy 
Trustees and thrice served on the committee that recommends candidates to the Third Circuit for New 
Jersey bankruptcy judgeship vacancies. She also served on the New Jersey Court Registry of Media-
tors and the Lawyers Advisory Committee to the Board of Judges of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for 
the District of New Jersey. Judge Meisel previously served as trustee to the Association of the Federal 
Bar of New Jersey, on the ABI Advisory Board for the Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Workshop, and as 
chair of the 2011 Workshop Attendance Committee. She helped launch the New Jersey Bankruptcy 
Lawyers Foundation, volunteered with Volunteer Lawyers for Justice and served on the board of 
directors for Legal Momentum – The Women’s Legal Defense and Education Fund. Judge Meisel 
is a co-author of the Consumer Bankruptcy Manual and the Consumer Bankruptcy Handbook, both 
Thomson Reuters publications. She is also serving a three-year term on the National Conference of 
Bankruptcy Judges’ Rules Committee, and she serves on the National Association of Women Judges’ 
Color of Justice Program Committee and the U.S. District Court, District of New Jersey Committee 
on Court Security. Judge Meisel received her Bachelor’s degree from Rutgers The State University of 
New Jersey and her J.D. from Villanova University School of Law.

Lucian B. Murley is special counsel in the Bankruptcy and Restructuring Practice of Saul Ewing LLP 
in Wilmington, Del., where he represents debtors, official committees, and other estate fiduciaries in 
some of the largest cases in Delaware. In addition, he regularly advises financially healthy businesses 
that find themselves creditors in chapter 11 cases or defendants in bankruptcy-related litigation; he 
currently serves as general outside bankruptcy counsel to the nation’s largest lumber building ma-
terials cooperative, the nation’s third-largest wireless infrastructure operator, and the world’s third-
largest insurance broker, representing them in bankruptcy cases throughout the country. Mr. Murley is 
a frequent contributor to the ABI Journal and other legal periodicals, and was a co-author of ABI’s A 
Practice Guide to Liquidation and Litigation Trusts. He has been listed as a Delaware Super Lawyers 
“Rising Star” for two years running, holds an AV-Preeminent rating by Martindale-Hubbell, and co-
chairs ABI’s Bankruptcy Litigation Committee. Prior to his career as an attorney, Mr. Murley was a 
freelance orchestral musician and played with various orchestras and music ensembles in and around 
Philadelphia. Notably, he served as an orchestral percussionist for the rock band The Moody Blues on 
its 2000 East Coast Tour. Mr. Murley received his B.Mus. in 1998 from Northwestern University and 
his J.D. in 2004 from the University of Kentucky School of Law, where he was a managing editor of 
the Kentucky Law Journal and received its Outstanding Service Award.

Richard Newman, CIRA is a managing director with Alvarez & Marsal’s North American Commer-
cial Restructuring practice in Chicago. He also co-leads the firm’s Unsecured Creditors’ Committee 
advisory practice. Mr. Newman provides financial advisory services to creditors and specializes in 
representing official committees of unsecured creditors in bankruptcy proceedings. With more than 
12 years of restructuring experience, he has advised unsecured creditors, senior lenders and healthy 
and distressed companies in leveraged recapitalizations, mergers and acquisitions and interim-man-
agement situations. On behalf of debtors and unsecured creditors’ committees, Mr. Newman has suc-
cessfully negotiated DIP financings, plans of reorganization and restructuring agreements. His clients 
include Avaya, Inc., Boomerang Tube, LLC, Communications Corp. of America, Inc., Chesapeake 
Corp., Endeavour Operating Corp., Freedom Communications, Inc., Getty Petroleum Marking Inc., 
Global Aviation Holdings Inc., Keywell LLC, Kimball Hill, Inc., Eastman Kodak Corp., NewPage 
Corp., Reader’s Digest Association Inc., SunEdison Inc., Takata, Tronox Inc. and Visteon Corp. Prior 
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to joining A&M, Mr. Newman was an associate with Citigroup in Washington, D.C., where he was 
part of a team responsible for marketing and investing $200 million in client assets. Mr. Newman re-
ceived his Bachelor’s degree in economics from George Washington University and his M.B.A. from 
The University of Texas. He received the Kroll Zolfo Cooper / Randy Waits Award for excellence on 
the CIRA exam.

Hon. Vincent F. Papalia is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of New Jersey in Newark, 
sworn in on Dec. 29, 2014, following a 30-year career in private practice. For the past 20 years, he 
had been a partner with the law firm of Saiber LLC and the head of its Bankruptcy and Creditors’ 
Rights Department. Prior to joining Saiber LLC, he was an associate and then a partner with Clapp 
& Eisenberg, P.C. For virtually his entire career, Judge Papalia focused his practice on representing 
various parties-in-interest in bankruptcy and foreclosure-related litigation and proceedings before 
federal, state and bankruptcy courts. He also served for many years as a court-appointed mediator for 
the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of New Jersey and was vice-chair of the District V-A Eth-
ics Committee from 2013-14. He also chaired the Debtor-Creditor Committee of the Essex County 
Bar Association. Judge Papalia has authored or co-authored numerous articles on bankruptcy and 
creditors’ rights issues and has often spoken on those topics. While in private practice, he was listed 
in Chambers USA and New Jersey’s Best Lawyers. Judge Papalia received his B.B.A. in 1980 summa 
cum laude from Pace University and his J.D. cum laude from Fordham University School of Law in 
1984, where he was a member of its law review.

David M. Powlen is a managing partner with Barnes & Thornburg LLP in its Wilmington, Del., of-
fice, and he chairs its Finance, Insolvency & Restructuring Department. He is also a member of the 
firm’s Management Committee and Non-Legal Affiliates Committee. Mr. Powlen represents a variety 
of parties in business and financing transactions, out-of-court restructurings, chapter 11 cases, related 
adversary proceedings, receiverships and other insolvency situations. Previously, Mr. Powlen worked 
as a financial advisor and investment banker and co-chaired ABI’s Financial Advisors and Invest-
ment Banking Committee. He has been a member of the advisory boards for ABI’s Mid-Atlantic and 
Central States Bankruptcy Workshops, is a Master of the Bench member of the Delaware Bankruptcy 
American Inn of Court, and is listed in The Best Lawyers in America. Mr. Powlen received both his 
A.B. and his J.D. from Harvard College.

Wanya du Preez is a vice president with Deloitte’s Corporate Restructuring Group (CRG) in McLean, 
Va., and has more than 13 years of professional experience in South Africa, USA, UK and Greece 
as well as more than five years of restructuring experience. Her key focus areas are business rescue, 
turnaround, financial restructuring, independent business reviews, liquidity and solvency reviews 
(including working capital optimization). Ms. du Preez has represented a number of client stakehold-
ers of distressed companies (including management, shareholders, lenders, creditors and employees) 
and is experienced in financial analysis, due diligence, business plan reviews and cash management. 
Prior to joining Deloitte CRG, Ms. du Preez was a senior vice president in the Restructuring Services 
team at Deloitte South Africa. She started her career at Deloitte in Audit, serving a number of large 
local an multinational companies as a qualified Chartered Accountant (South Africa). Ms. du Preez is 
a member of Association of Insolvency & Restructuring Advisors (AIRA), Turnaround Management 
Association (TMA) and ABI. She serves as a member of the Board of the TMA Chesapeake Chapter, 
and is currently studying toward her CIRA (Certified Insolvency & Restructuring Advisor) qualifica-
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tion. Ms. du Preez received her B.Acc. with honors from Stellenbosch University and her M.B.A. 
cum laude from the Gordon Institute of Business.

Hon. David E. Rice is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Maryland in Baltimore, appointed 
on April 1, 2011. Prior to his appointment, he was a partner in the Baltimore office of Venable LLP, 
where his practice focused on bankruptcy and creditors’ rights issues. He also served as a chapter 7 
trustee in the District of Maryland from 1997-2011. Judge Rice is admitted to practice in Maryland, 
New York and the District of Columbia, and has lectured on a number of bankruptcy and commercial 
law topics for a variety of regional and national organizations. He has been a faculty member for the 
Advanced Bankruptcy Institute sponsored by the Maryland State Bar Association, the Mid-Atlantic 
Institute on Bankruptcy and Reorganization sponsored by Virginia CLE, ABI’s Mid-Atlantic Bank-
ruptcy Workshop, and various programs sponsored by the Bankruptcy Bar Association for the District 
of Maryland and by the Pro Bono Resource Center of Maryland. He is a member of the National Con-
ference of Bankruptcy Judges, ABI and the Bankruptcy Bar Association for the District of Maryland. 
Judge Rice received his B.A. in 1973 from the University of Pennsylvania and his J.D. in 1980 from 
the University of Baltimore School of Law, where he served as the editor-in-chief of the University 
of Baltimore Law Review.

Lisa A. Rynard is a partner with Purcell, Krug & Haller in Harrisburg, Pa., where she focuses her 
practice on consumer and small business bankruptcy matters. She is a former president and board 
member of the Middle District Bankruptcy Bar Association. Ms. Rynard was appointed to the Middle 
District Attorney Liaison Committee in 2009, serving through 2017. While on that committee, she 
participated on its Pro Bono Task Force and the Chapter 13 Fee Subcommittee. In 2016, Ms. Rynard 
served on the bankruptcy judge merit selection committee for the Middle District of Pennsylvania, to 
which she was appointed by the Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit. She is an adjunct professor at 
Harrisburg Area Community College, where she teaches bankruptcy law. Ms. Rynard frequently lec-
tures on bankruptcy topics and served as the course planner for the Pennsylvania Bar Institute’s 18th 
Annual Bankruptcy Institute. In addition to ABI, she is a member of the Middle District Bankruptcy 
Bar Association, National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys and the National Associa-
tion of Bankruptcy Trustees. Ms. Rynard is admitted to practice before all Pennsylvania Courts, the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit, and the U.S. District Court for the Middle District of 
Pennsylvania. She received her undergraduate degree summa cum laude in public policy from Penn-
sylvania State University in 1999 and her J.D. from Pennsylvania State University Dickinson School 
of Law in 2003.

Hon. Frank J. Santoro is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for Eastern District of Virginia, appointed on 
Feb. 21, 2008, and sitting in Norfolk and Newport News. Prior to his appointment, he was the manag-
ing partner of Marcus, Santoro & Kozak, P.C. in Portsmouth and Chesapeake, Va., where his practice 
concentrated in bankruptcy, corporate reorganizations and corporate finance. Judge Santoro served as 
standing chapter 13 trustee beginning in 1987 and as a chapter 7 panel trustee from December 1981 
through May 1990. He was also a former law clerk to Judge Hal J. Bonney, Jr. Judge Santoro has been 
a frequent speaker at seminars and is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy. In 2003, he 
was selected by his peers as the outstanding bankruptcy lawyer in Virginia. Judge Santoro received 
undergraduate degrees with honors in political science, economics and finance from Allegheny Col-
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lege in 1976, where he was also a member of Phi Beta Kappa, and his J.D. from the Marshall Wythe 
School of Law at the College of William and Mary in 1979.

Richard Schepacarter is a trial attorney with the U.S. Department of Justice Office of the U.S. 
Trustee in Wilmington, Del. Over the past 20+ years as a Justice Department trial attorney, he has 
handled many complex and sophisticated chapter 11 cases for the Office of the U.S. Trustee, includ-
ing the Energy Future Holdings Corp. cases, which are among the largest and most complex chapter 
11 cases filed in the U.S. Prior to joining the Department of Justice, Mr. Schepacarter spent nine years 
in private practice representing debtors, trustees and secured creditors. He is a member of the bars of 
the State of New Jersey and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and is admitted to practice before 
the District of New Jersey and the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, the Third Circuit Court of Ap-
peals and the U.S. Supreme Court. In addition, he is a New Jersey State Certified firefighter, in active 
service since 1996. Mr. Schepacarter received his B.A. in business administration and economics in 
1985 from Rutgers University, where he was awarded the 1985 Business Faculty Award in recogni-
tion of his outstanding academic achievement, and his J.D. from Rutgers University School of Law 
in 1988, earning honors in the field of tax law.

Joseph R. Sgroi is a restructuring, bankruptcy and commercial transactions attorney with Honigman 
Miller Schwartz and Cohn LLP in Detroit and leads its Bankruptcy, Reorganization, and Creditor 
Rights practice group. He deals with corporate financial difficulty and complex supply chain disputes, 
and represents a wide range of businesses from different industries, including automotive and manu-
facturing. Mr. Sgroi is experienced in representing debtors, creditors, creditors’ committees, custom-
ers, lenders and equityholders in bankruptcies, financial restructurings, liquidations and out-of-court 
workouts. He has been involved in the vast majority of automotive bankruptcy cases over the past 15 
years and recently served as lead counsel to General Motors in connection with the global insolvency 
proceedings and restructuring of Takata Corp., including the chapter 11 cases of TK Holdings Inc. 
and its debtor affiliates, the chapter 15 cases of Takata Corp. and its foreign-debtor affiliates, and the 
sale of substantially all of Takata’s assets to Key Safety Systems. Mr. Sgroi has particular experi-
ence representing U.S. and non-U.S.-based original equipment manufacturers (OEMs), Tier 1 and 2 
suppliers, and automotive startups in a wide range of areas outside of bankruptcy and restructuring, 
including business arrangements related to the development and implementation of autonomous ve-
hicle technologies. He received his B.A. in political science from the University of Michigan and his 
J.D. from the University of Michigan Law School.

Hon. Christopher S. Sontchi is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Delaware in Wilm-
ington, initially appointed in 2006, and is a frequent speaker in the U.S. and abroad on issues relat-
ing to corporate reorganizations. Prior to his appointment, Judge Sontchi was in private practice, 
representing a wide variety of nationally based enterprises with diverse interests in most of the larger 
chapter 11 reorganization proceedings filed in Delaware. Judge Sontchi is a lecturer in law at the 
University of Chicago Law School. He is also a member of the International Insolvency Institute, the 
Judicial Insolvency Network, the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, ABI, the Turnaround 
Management Association (for which he serves on its board of trustees) and INSOL International. 
Judge Sontchi served on the ABI Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11’s Financial Con-
tracts, Derivatives and Safe Harbors Committee and testified on safe harbors for financial contracts 
before the Subcommittee on Regulatory Reform, Commercial and Antitrust Law of the House Com-
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mittee on the Judiciary. He has also published articles on valuation, asset sales and safe harbors. Fol-
lowing law school, Judge Sontchi clerked for Hon. Joseph T. Walsh in the Delaware Supreme Court. 
He received his B.A. Phi Beta Kappa with distinction in political science from the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill and his J.D. from the University of Chicago Law School.

Cullen Drescher Speckhart is a shareholder and head of Wolcott Rivers Gates Richmond, Va., of-
fice and co-chairs its Restructuring & Bankruptcy Litigation practice group. She is a specialist in 
bankruptcy, restructuring and financial litigation who frequently writes and speaks publicly on legal 
implications of developments in the financial sector. In 2017, Ms. Speckhart was selected for inclu-
sion in ABI’s inaugural “40 Under 40” class. She represents a wide range of parties to insolvency 
proceedings, including creditors, creditors’ committee members, creditors’ committees, trustees and 
foreign representatives. Ms. Speckhart has participated as counsel in some of the largest bankruptcy 
cases in and outside of Virginia, including In re Toys “R” Us Inc., et al., In re White Birch Paper Co. 
and In re Bear Island Paper Co., In re Workflow Management Inc. In re Circuit City Stores Inc., USA 
Discounters Ltd., Eastman Kodak Co., James River Coal Co., In re Patriot Coal Co., In re Alpha 
Natural Resources Inc., In re Arch Coal Inc., In re Peabody Energy Corp., In re Noranda Aluminum 
Inc., In re Health Diagnostic Laboratory, Inc., In re the Gymboree Corp. and In re Armstrong Energy 
Inc., et al. She serves on the advisory board of the Institute for Restructuring Studies at the University 
of Pennsylvania. In 2015, Ms. Speckhart co-authored ABI’s Chapter 15 for Foreign Debtors. She has 
presented to national audiences on various legal considerations, including those surrounding corpo-
rate insolvencies, banking technologies and regulatory compliance. Ms. Speckhart is past president 
of the Tidewater Bankruptcy Bar Association and a member of the faculty of the William & Mary 
School of Law, where she lectures on the topics of creditors’ rights and bankruptcy. Before entering 
private practice, Ms. Speckhart clerked for Hon. Stephen C. St. John of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court 
for the Eastern District of Virginia. She received her B.A. in politics and economics from Georgetown 
University and her J.D. from the College of William & Mary, Marshall-Wythe School of Law, and 
she is a candidate for an ALM in management and a Professional Certificate in Corporate Finance 
from the Harvard Extension School at Harvard University. During law school, she was the first-prize 
winner of ABI’s inaugural Writing Competition and the first law student ever to receive the Thatcher 
Prize for Excellence, which is presented annually to a William & Mary graduate student of outstand-
ing scholarship, service and character.

Scott Y. Stuart is the founder and co-CEO of Esquify, Inc. in Chicago and has more than 20 years 
experience in the restructuring, litigation and distressed investment sectors. Previously, he was a se-
nior director with Garden City Group, LLC in New York, where he was responsible for heading the 
firm’s national business development efforts in the claims administration and noticing sector. He was 
also a senior trial attorney with the Office of the U.S. Trustee for the Eastern District of New York, 
department chair of Rivkin Radler’s restructuring services department, and senior vice president and 
general counsel to TruFoods Systems, Inc., an acquisition company. Mr. Stuart is admitted to practice 
in the courts of New York and New Jersey and has been a mediator since the early 1990s, when he 
was one of the earliest participants in the Eastern District of New York’s pilot mediation program. He 
is on the faculty of the ABI/St. John’s University Forty-Hour Mediation Training Program and is one 
of the founding members of ABI’s Bankruptcy Mediation Committee. Mr. Stuart has been appointed 
co-chair of the American Bar Association’s Alternative Dispute Resolution Subcommittee under the 
ABA’s Business Bankruptcy Committee Section, and he sits on the mediation panels of the Southern 
District of New York, Eastern District of New York and District of Delaware. He is a frequent con-
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tributor to law and trade publications including the ABI Journal, for which he served as an associate 
editor and currently serves as a coordinating editor for its Litigator’s Perspective column. Mr. Stuart 
received his B.A. from the State University of New York at Binghamton and his J.D. from Brooklyn 
Law School.

Sheryl L. Toby is co-chair of Dykema Gossett PLLC’s Bankruptcy and Corporate Restructuring 
Group in Detroit and has more than 25 years of experience in numerous significant bankruptcy cases 
throughout the country. She regularly advises manufacturing entities (such as automotive clients) in a 
wide variety of day-to-day supply-chain matters. In both traditional and advanced technology manu-
facturing, Ms. Toby focuses on legal requirements within the context of practical application. She 
works closely with purchasing groups, in-house legal and other business teams in developing strategy 
for addressing business challenges that intersect operational and legal issues. Ms. Toby’s experience 
includes the development of unique collaborative agreements in advanced vehicle manufacturing, 
front-end procurement contracting best practices and addressing “stop-ship,” financially troubled 
suppliers and other litigation threats. She is often called upon by entities to strategize with and lead 
experts in a variety of other disciplines to address unique challenges faced by companies in highly 
regulated manufacturing based industries, including internal investigations of safety issues and other 
matters. In both traditional and advanced technology manufacturing, she focuses on legal require-
ments within the context of practical application. Ms. Toby has been involved in numerous significant 
bankruptcy cases throughout the country and is a frequent speaker and media consultant in her fields. 
She has been named in The Best Lawyers in America, has been designated a “Michigan Super Law-
yer” in Bankruptcy & Creditor/Debtor Rights by Law & Politics, is listed in the Martindale-Hubbell 
Bar Register of Preeminent Women Lawyers, and was selected to Crain’s Detroit Business “40 Under 
40” list. Ms. Toby received her B.A.from Michigan State University and her J.D. cum laude from 
Wayne State University.

Hon. Henry W. Van Eck is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Middle District of Pennsylvania in Har-
risburg, appointed on April 6, 2017. Previously, he was with the Harrisburg law firm of Cunningham 
& Chernicoff, P.C., where he began the practice of bankruptcy law, then co-founded Van Eck & Van 
Eck, P.C. In 2011, Judge Van Eck became a shareholder with the law firm of Mette, Evans & Wood-
side, where he chaired its Bankruptcy and Corporate Restructuring practice group for six years. He 
also was a certified mediator in the U.S. District Court for the Middle District of Pennsylvania. He 
has also served on several Pennsylvania Bar Association committees, including the Federal Practice 
Committee responsible for commenting on the proposed amendments to the Federal Rules of Appel-
late, Bankruptcy, Civil, and Criminal Procedure in 2015 and in 2016 and the Business Law Section 
Task Force regarding the enactment of the Uniform Voidable Transactions Act, formerly known as 
the Uniform Fraudulent Transfer Act. Judge Van Eck is a member of the American and Pennsylvania 
Bar Associations, the Dauphin County Bar Association, ABI and the National Conference of Bank-
ruptcy Judges. He is also a member of Phi Kappa Phi, which is a national honor society reserved for 
law students graduating in the top 10 percent of their class. Judge Van Eck received his B.S. in politi-
cal science from Susquehanna University in 1995 and his J.D. cum laude from Widener University 
School of Law in 1998, where he served as a senior editor for the Widener Journal of Public Law.

James E. Van Horn, CPA, CIRA is a partner in the Baltimore and Washington, D.C., offices of 
McGuireWoods LLP. He focuses his practice on insolvency law and financial restructuring, includ-
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ing bankruptcy and out-of-court workouts, and he has represented secured lenders, corporate debtors, 
unsecured creditors’ committees, liquidating trustees and other stakeholders in bankruptcy courts 
and other courts. Prior to joining McGuireWoods, Mr. Van Horn was a senior consultant in the Bank-
ruptcy and Restructuring Services Practice of FTI Consulting, Inc. and a senior associate in the Busi-
ness Recovery Services Division of PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP. He co-chairs ABI’s Mid-Atlantic 
Bankruptcy Workshop and is a member of ABI’s Mid-Atlantic Endowment Committee and ABI’s 
Delaware Views from the Bench Advisory Board. He is also a member of the Turnaround Manage-
ment Association’s Global Executive Board, and he is recognized by Chambers USA as a leading 
attorney (Band 1) in Bankruptcy/Restructuring Law. Mr. Van Horn received his M.B.A. from Joseph 
M. Katz Graduate School of Business and his J.D. from the University of Pittsburgh School of Law.

Marc S. Weinsweig, CPA, CTP, CVA is the founder and principal of WeinsweigAdvisors in Rock-
ville, Md., a boutique firm that specializes in business restructuring, due diligence and litigation sup-
port. He has served in interim CEO, COO, CFO, receiver, trustee and CRO positions to preserve and 
enhance value during periods of transition. Most recently, he served as interim CEO of Falcon Trans-
port. Mr. Weinsweig is also an adjunct professor at the Georgetown University McDonough School 
of Business, where he teaches an M.B.A. course on business restructuring. He previously spent 16 
years as a senior managing director at FTI Consulting and a director at PricewaterhouseCoopers. 
Mr. Weinsweig received his B.S. from Pennsylvania State University and his M.B.A. from Carnegie 
Mellon University, where he received its Graduate Business Foundation National Leadership, Peer 
Leadership and Faculty and Staff Recognition Awards.


