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Hon. Kevin J. Carey is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Delaware in Wilmington, first ap-
pointed in 2005 and serving as Chief Judge from 2008-11. He previously served as a U.S. bankruptcy 
judge for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, appointed on Jan. 25, 2001. Judge Carey began his 
legal career clerking for Hon. Thomas M. Twardowski, then served as clerk of court for the Eastern 
District of Pennsylvania. He is the Third Circuit representative on the Administrative Office’s Bank-
ruptcy Judges Advisory Group and a member of the Third Circuit Judicial Council’s Facilities and 
Security Committee. Judge Carey is a past global chairman of the Turnaround Management Associa-
tion, is a member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and is an ABI Executive Com-
mittee member. Judge Carey is a part-time adjunct professor at Temple University’s Beasley School 
of Law and St. John’s University’s LL.M. in Bankruptcy program, and is a contributing author to the 
Collier Forms Manual and Collier on Bankruptcy. He received his B.A. in 1976 from Pennsylvania 
State University and his J.D. in 1979 from Villanova University School of Law.

Hon. Thomas J. Catliota is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Maryland in Greenbelt. Prior 
to his appointment in 2006, he was a partner in the firm of Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman and a 
member of its insolvency group, where he chaired its bankruptcy and insolvency practice for seven 
years, representing debtors, creditors and committees in bankruptcy courts across the country and 
focusing on all aspects of insolvency law, particularly in the real estate, health care, trucking, tech-
nology and food services industries. Judge Catliota lectures frequently on many bankruptcy topics, 
including landlord/tenant rights in bankruptcy, the acquisition of assets from a bankruptcy estate and 
the law of letters of credit in bankruptcy. From 1993-96, he was the co-editor of The Fourth Circuit 
and District of Columbia Bankruptcy Court Reporter, which contained the full text, synopses and 
summaries of bankruptcy court opinions published in the federal courts of the Fourth Circuit and the 
District of Columbia Circuit. Judge Catliota received his B.S. from Marquette University in 1977, his 
J.D. from Catholic University of America Columbus School of Law in 1983, where he was the recipi-
ent of the Faculty Award, among other academic awards, and his LL.M. in taxation from Georgetown 
University Law Center in 1985.

Maria Ellena Chavez-Ruark is a partner with Saul Ewing LLP in Baltimore and is experienced in 
representing debtors, creditors’ committees, secured creditors, unsecured creditors, landlords, lessors, 
purchasers of assets, and trustees in complex insolvency proceedings such as chapter 11 bankruptcy 
cases, receiverships and assignments for the benefit of creditors. She also represents parties in work-
outs, restructurings and complex commercial litigation, including fraudulent transfer, deepening in-
solvency, breach of fiduciary duty and preferential transfer litigation. Ms. Chavez-Ruark is admitted 
to practice in Maryland and the District of Columbia and has experience in state and federal courts 
throughout the U.S. She serves as an officer and/or director for numerous organizations, including 
the Maryland Bankruptcy Bar Association (immediate past president), the Turnaround Management 
Association (Chesapeake Chapter president-elect), the International Women’s Insolvency and Re-
structuring Confederation (Greater Maryland Network secretary) and the Pro Bono Resource Center 
of Maryland (secretary). In addition, she is a frequent speaker and author on various bankruptcy sub-
jects. Ms. Chavez-Ruark was named one of Maryland’s Top 100 Women in Business by The Daily 
Record twice, has been named one of “America’s Leading Lawyers for Bankruptcy/Restructuring” 
by Chambers USA every year since 2015, has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America for Bank-
ruptcy and Creditor-Debtor Rights Law since 2013 and has been listed in Maryland Super Lawyers 
since 2010. She has received numerous awards and recognitions for her service and commitment 
to providing pro bono legal representation to Maryland’s needy and underrepresented citizens. Ms. 
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Chavez-Ruark received both her B.A. in accounting and her M.B.A. from Salisbury University and 
her J.D. from the University of Baltimore School of Law.

Kevin P. Clancy, CPA, CIRA, CFF is a partner with CohnReznick Advisory in Edison, N.J., and 
engages in the financial and economic analysis of insolvent and troubled companies, provides ad-
vice in turnaround and crisis situations, counsels purchasers in the acquisition of assets within the 
bankruptcy arena, and provides expert advice to parties in both civil and criminal litigation matters. 
He has been involved in dozens of complex forensic accounting and financial investigatory matters, 
and he has represented various official committees in bankruptcy proceedings, including unsecured 
creditors, reclamation creditors and asbestos property damage creditors, as well as has testified as an 
expert witness in numerous bankruptcy and state courts. Mr. Clancy has represented court-appointed 
trustees, receivers and examiners and has been involved in a large number of high-profile cases, in-
cluding Madoff, TOUSA, Yellowstone, Ginn/St. Lucie, Chemtura, UMDNJ, Fleming Foods, Federal 
Mogul, Pittsburgh Corning, Wall Street Deli, ICH (Arby’s), Enron and WorldCom. He has written 
articles on bankruptcy-related topics and financial fraud issues, and has spoken before various pro-
fessional organizations. Mr. Clancy has been involved in some of the most complex bankruptcies 
and restructuring cases in the health care industry, dealing with such issues as health insurance fraud 
investigations, sale-leaseback transactions and bankruptcy remote vehicles. He also is experienced in 
the financial services, telecommunications, distribution and real estate development industries, and 
he has more than 20 years of accounting and financial experience in both national and regional public 
accounting firms, as well as in the private sector. Mr. Clancy received his B.S. in accounting and his 
J.D. from Catholic University of America.

Jeffrey Cohen is a partner with Lowenstein Sandler LLP in New York, where his practice cen-
ters on chapter 11 bankruptcy reorganizations and related litigation. He advises unsecured creditors, 
creditors’ committees and debtors, particularly in retail bankruptcy and the technology sector. Mr. 
Cohen has served as counsel to the creditors’ committee in several of the most prominent retail and 
technology chapter 11 cases in the country, notably retail matters such as Vestis (Eastern Mountain 
Sports, Bob’s Stores, Sports Chalet), City Sports, Skymall, Brookstone, Blockbuster Video, Filene’s 
Basement, Allen’s, Alexander Gallo Holdings, Signature Styles (dba Spiegel, Newport News and 
ShapeFx), Archbrook Laguna Holdings, Oriental Trading, Claim Jumper Restaurants, Pizzeria Uno, 
KB Toys, Lenox China, Sports Collectibles (dba BC Sports), Goody’s Family Clothing, Boscov’s, 
Scooter Stores, Wickes Furniture, The Bombay Company, Levitz Furniture, Harvey Electronics, Ba-
chrach Clothing, Rag Shops, Norstan Apparel Shops, Troutman’s Emporium, The Walking Co., Vertis 
Holdings, Velo Holdings, Christopher’s Men’s Stores, Cornell Trading, Atari, Beyond Oblivion, KIT 
Digital, Fuhu and HipCricket. His is also a certified bankruptcy mediator and a fee examiner for the 
U.S. Trustee for Region 3. A member of the ABI, NACM and CRF and a board member of the NYC 
Bankruptcy Assistance Project, Mr. Cohen received his B.A. in criminal justice and political science 
from the State University of New York at Albany and his J.D. cum laude from St. John’s University 
School of Law, during which time he served as the articles editor of the ABI Law Review.

Scott D. Cousins is a director with Bayard, P.A. in Wilmington, Del., and has more than 20 years 
of experience in the restructuring field. He has participated in many of the largest and most com-
plicated business reorganizations, liquidations and distressed sales and acquisitions in Delaware’s 
state and federal courts. He is also experienced in out-of-court restructurings and workouts and has 
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appeared in many bankruptcy jurisdictions across the country. Mr. Cousins has experience in com-
mercial transactions as a result of his role as in-house counsel for two large energy-related companies. 
From 2005 to early 2009, he served as general counsel of NextEra Energy Resources LLC, a clean 
energy company and one of the largest competitive energy suppliers in North America. At NextEra, 
he oversaw all legal aspects of the company’s activities. Before entering private practice in 1996, 
Mr. Cousins worked in the corporate legal department for The Columbia Gas System, Inc., where 
he focused primarily on the chapter 11 bankruptcy cases of Columbia and its subsidiary, Columbia 
Gas Transmission Corporation, until they successfully emerged from bankruptcy protection in 1995. 
He is AV-Peer Review-rated by Martindale-Hubbell and is a published author and frequent speaker 
on issues and developments in bankruptcy and insolvency law. Mr. Cousins has been recognized by 
Chambers USA from 2004-06 and 2010-17 as a leader in bankruptcy and restructuring, and since 
2006 has been named in The Best Lawyers in America as one of the foremost practitioners in his field. 
He has also been included in The International Who’s Who of Insolvency & Restructuring Lawyers 
since 2011. Mr. Cousins has been recognized by Super Lawyers magazine as a Delaware Super Law-
yer in business bankruptcy each year since 2013, and he authored a chapter on assets dispositions 
and acquisitions in conjunction with prepackaged plans of reorganization in Bankruptcy Business 
Acquisitions (ABI 1998). He received his B.S. in 1989 from Stockton State College, his M.B.A. from 
Widener University School of Management in 1992 and his J.D. from Widener University Delaware 
Law School in 1992.

Linda V. Donhauser is a principal of Miles & Stockbridge P.C. in Baltimore and co-chairs the firm’s 
Creditors’ Rights and Bankruptcy Practice Group. She also serves on the firm’s board of directors. 
Ms. Donhauser’s practice encompasses primarily representation of nondebtor entities, including se-
cured creditors, unsecured creditors, creditors’ committees, indenture trustees, commercial lenders 
and lender groups, and other interested parties in bankruptcy and restructuring matters in a wide va-
riety of industries and market sectors. She has more than 28 years of experience representing lenders 
and other creditors in all phases of the restructuring process, both inside and outside of bankruptcy 
cases, and she represents creditors and other parties in enforcement proceedings, including receiver-
ships and Article 9 secured party sales. Ms. Donhauser speaks regularly on topics involving bank-
ruptcy, workouts, secured lending, lender liability, enforcement proceedings and diversity. She has 
been recognized in The Best Lawyers in America, Chambers and Partners USA and Maryland Super 
Lawyers, and was named among the “Top 50 Women Maryland Super Lawyers” from 2012-14. Ms. 
Donhauser is a member of ABI and co-chaired its Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Workshop from 2010-14. 
She also serves on the board of the International Women’s Insolvency and Restructuring Confedera-
tion’s Greater Maryland Network, and she is a member of the Bankruptcy Bar Association for the 
District of Maryland and the Turnaround Management Association. Ms. Donhauser received her B.A. 
cum laude in 1987 from the University of Baltimore and her J.D. magna cum laude in 1989 from the 
University of Baltimore School of Law.

Anne Eberhardt is a senior director in the New York-based Valuation and Litigation Consulting 
practice of Gavin/Solmonese LLC, where she works as a forensic accountant and valuation expert. 
She has developed rate cases for regulated entities, evaluated damages in cases involving mortgage-
backed securities, and valued complex financial instruments such as auction rate securities. For a 
number of years, she led the team that provided the annual valuation of several securities the federal 
government acquired during the financial crisis of 2008, and during the surge in Iraq, she worked 
on a special team based in Erbil; among the team’s tasks was to help potential investors evaluate the 



AMERICAN BANKRUPTCY INSTITUTE

699

economic viability of certain state-owned enterprises the Kurdish regional government sought to 
privatize. Ms. Eberhardt received her B.S. in finance with an emphasis in quantitative methods from 
Brigham Young University and her M.B.A. from Brigham Young University’s Marriott School of 
Management.

Louis J. Ebert is co-chair of the Creditors’ Rights Department of Rosenberg Martin Greenberg LLP 
in Baltimore. He has represented secured creditors in bankruptcy, commercial litigation, foreclosure 
and workout matters for more than 30 years. In bankruptcy cases, he regularly represents lenders in 
cash-collateral proceedings, relief from the automatic stay, discharge litigation, preference and fraud-
ulent conveyance litigation, § 363 sales and confirmation of reorganization plan issues. Mr. Ebert has 
represented financial services institutions in bankruptcy cases in Maryland, Virginia, the District of 
Columbia, Delaware, Illinois, Florida, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Massachu-
setts. He also regularly represents lenders in commercial loan restructures, commercial litigation, 
foreclosure proceedings and secured creditor sales, and has represented financial services institutions 
in a substantial number of lender-liability and fraudulent-conveyance actions. In one of these cases, 
Charles E. Brauer Co. v. NationsBank of Virginia, he successfully argued on appeal before the Su-
preme Court of Virginia, and his efforts resulted in the establishment of very favorable foreclosure 
law to lenders in the Commonwealth of Virginia. In addition, his successful appeals before the Fourth 
Circuit, in the case of Mohammed Chaudhry v. Gallerizzo, et. al., resulted in the establishment of law 
very favorable to debt collectors governed by the Fair Debt Collections Practices Act. Mr. Ebert is a 
member of the Bankruptcy Bar Association for the District of Maryland, Inc. and is admitted to prac-
tice in the state and bankruptcy courts in Maryland, Virginia the District of Columbia and Delaware. 
He was selected as one of The Best Lawyers in America in Bankruptcy, Creditor-Debtor Rights Law 
and Litigation-Bankruptcy from 2011-16. Mr. Ebert received his B.A. magna cum laude in psychol-
ogy/sociology from the State University of New York at Buffalo in 1973 and his J.D. from George 
Washington University National Law Center in 1976, where he was a member of the Order of the 
Coif in 1976.

Amy Edgy is a partner with Jones Day in Washington, D.C., where her practice is focused on the 
representation of debtors, creditors and other significant parties in connection with some of the coun-
try’s largest restructurings and reorganizations. She has cultivated industry-specific experience in the 
energy, health care, retail, automotive, financial institution, and airline sectors. Most recently, Ms. 
Edgy played a significant role as restructuring counsel in the chapter 11 cases of Peabody Energy 
Corp., the world’s largest private-sector coal company, and 153 of its direct and indirect subsidiaries. 
She also represented Emory Healthcare in the chapter 11 filing of Southern Regional Medical Center 
and was lead restructuring counsel in the chapter 11 filing and sale of MSD Performance, a producer 
of automotive ignition components, and its domestic subsidiaries. In addition, she has represented 
significant creditors in one of the country’s largest municipal bankruptcies (Jefferson County, Ala.), 
Forum Health, Northwest Airlines Corp. and Delta Air Lines. Prior to joining Jones Day, Ms. Edgy 
served as restructuring counsel to Rhodes Furniture, at the time one of the nation’s largest furniture 
retailers, and LJM2 Co-Investment, a limited partnership formed for the purpose of making invest-
ments in energy businesses. She a member of the State Bar of Georgia, the New York State Bar 
Association and ABI. She is also a member of the global board of the Turnaround Management As-
sociation and is the global co-chair of TMA’s Network of Women, and she is a member of the Board 
of Councilors of The Carter Center. Ms. Edgy received her B.A. magna cum laude in politics in 1996 
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from Wake Forest University and her J.D. in 1999 from Emory University School of Law, where she 
was a James L. Colson Scholar.

Brett D. Fallon is a partner at Morris James LLP in Wilmington, Del., in its Bankruptcy and Credi-
tor’s Rights practice group, and has over 30 years of litigation experience in all Delaware courts. His 
record includes a list of almost 100 published court decisions indexed by Lexis or Westlaw, including 
many seminal issues in bankruptcy and corporate law. Mr. Fallon represents the full range of parties 
in bankruptcy proceedings and litigates complex commercial disputes in the Court of Chancery, Su-
perior Court and the U.S. District Court. Chambers USA has recognized him as a leader in Delaware 
Bankruptcy/Restructuring every year since 2010. He is also a Fellow of the American Bar Founda-
tion and a member of ABI and its Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Workshop Advisory Board, the Delaware 
State Bar Association and the American Bar Association. Mr. Fallon received his B.A. summa cum 
laude and Phi Beta Kappa in 1983 from Duke University and his J.D. with honors in 1986 from Duke 
University Law School.

Hon. Richard E. Fehling is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania in 
Reading, appointed on Feb. 14, 2006. Prior to his appointment, he had been an associate, shareholder, 
director and general counsel at Stevens & Lee in Reading for nearly 25 years, co-chairing the Stevens 
& Lee Bankruptcy Group for 17 of those years. Judge Fehling chaired the Pennsylvania Bar Associa-
tion Bankruptcy Committee from 1992-95, the Berks County Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Commit-
tee in 1993 and the Eastern District of Pennsylvania’s Bankruptcy Conference from 1996-97. He has 
been a frequent lecturer in bankruptcy, financial distress, litigation and ethics programs. Judge Feh-
ling is a member of the William Strong Inns of Court in Berks County, PA. He received his B.A. from 
Yale and his J.D. magna cum laude from The Dickinson School of Law, graduating first in his class.

Robert M. Fishman is a member of Shaw Fishman Glantz & Towbin LLC in its Chicago office, 
where his practice is concentrated in debtor/creditor, bankruptcy and insolvency matters. He repre-
sents debtors, secured creditors, unsecured creditors, trustees, committees and litigants in bankruptcy 
cases across the country. He has also served as a mediator in numerous bankruptcy/insolvency dis-
putes. Mr. Fishman is a past ABI president and chairman and a Fellow of the American College of 
Bankruptcy. He has been a regular faculty member of the faculty of the ABI/St. John’s University 
Law School Bankruptcy Mediation Training Program. Mr. Fishman served as the fee examiner in the 
City of Detroit’s chapter 9 case from 2013-15. He received his B.A. in 1976 from the University of 
Illinois, Champaign/Urbana and his J.D. in 1979 from George Washington University.

Edward T. Gavin, CTP is a managing director and founding partner of Gavin/Solmonese LLC in 
Wilmington, Del., where he leads the firm’s Corporate Recovery Practice and specializes in com-
plex bankruptcy matters, representing debtors and creditors as financial advisor, asset-sale advisor, 
Chief restructuring officer or in other responsible party roles. In addition, he is frequently appointed 
liquidating trustee, litigation trustee or plan administrator over post-confirmation liquidating trusts. 
Mr. Gavin is an expert on rapid § 363 asset-sale processes and other matters pertinent to creditor 
representations, SPM gifts and the evaluation of claims against insiders. His engagements have in-
cluded responsibilities as bankruptcy and nonbankruptcy financial advisor to debtors and creditors’ 
committees, bankruptcy and nonbankruptcy interim management appointments, business viability 
assessments, mergers and acquisitions, business integrations and strategic sales, corporate strategy 
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and policy development and implementation, e-commerce and marketing strategy development, pro-
cess re-engineering, and enterprise resource planning (ERP) system implementation and assessment. 
His roles have also included regulatory affairs management positions in FDA-regulated organiza-
tions, including the leadership of process re-engineering to remediate violations of FDA regulations. 
Mr. Gavin is ABI’s Vice President-Development, co-chaired ABI’s Financial Advisors & Investment 
Banking Committee from 2010-12 and is a former co-chair and education director of ABI’s Ethics 
and Professional Compensation Committee. He is a 30th Anniversary Circle contributor to ABI’s 
Endowment Fund and co-chaired ABI’s Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Workshop from 2009-14. He also 
served on ABI’s Civility Task Force and National Ethics Standards Task Force, and led that group’s 
Committee Solicitation Protocols Subcommittee. A contributing editor for the ABI Journal’s “Last 
In Line” and “Financial Statements” columns, Mr. Gavin also writes the “Turnaround Tactics” blog 
for Forbes and has written extensively for such publications as The Journal of Corporate Renewal, 
Business Credit Magazine, Credit & Collections Risk Magazine, ABF Journal, ABL Advisor and the 
Daily Bankruptcy Review, among others. A member of the Association of Certified Turnaround Pro-
fessionals and the Turnaround Management Association, and an associate member of the Association 
of Certified Fraud Examiners, he attended the University of the Arts in Philadelphia, studying music 
theory and education.

Neil Gupta, CFA, CDBV is a director at SSG Capital Advisors, LLC in Conshohocken, Pa., where 
he works with investment banking clients on a wide range of transactions, including mergers and 
acquisitions, divestitures, recapitalizations and private placements of both senior and subordinated 
debt and equity. His responsibilities include buyer and investor relationship management, strategic 
advisory and overall management of the deal process. Prior to joining SSG, Mr. Gupta advised the 
U.S. Treasury on its investment in the Troubled Asset Relief Program (TARP) as a research analyst 
at Piedmont Investment Advisors. He also worked as a consulting actuary in the group benefits and 
health care practice at Watson Wyatt Worldwide. His past client engagements include publicly traded, 
privately held, private-equity-sponsored and family-owned businesses across a broad range of in-
dustries. Mr. Gupta is a member of ABI, the Association for Corporate Growth and the Turnaround 
Management Association. He also serves on the serves on the boards of directors of the Philadelphia 
chapter of the TMA and the Consumer Bankruptcy Assistance Project. Mr. Gupta received his B.S. 
from Johns Hopkins University and his M.B.A. from the University of North Carolina Kenan-Flagler 
Business School.

Thomas M. Horan is the founding member of Shaw Fishman Glantz & Towbin, LLC’s Wilmington, 
Del., office, where he represents official committees of unsecured creditors and debtors in com-
plex chapter 11 cases. In addition, he regularly represents official committees of unsecured creditors, 
debtors, unsecured creditors, asset-purchasers and other parties in complex commercial chapter 11 
cases. Mr. Horan is a member of ABI’s Board of Directors and co-chairs its Mid-Atlantic Bank-
ruptcy Workshop, and he serves on the advisory boards of ABI’s Delaware Views from the Bench 
and Georgetown Views from the Bench programs. He also is a frequent speaker on a wide range of 
bankruptcy topics throughout the country, and often contributes articles to the ABI Journal and other 
publications. Previously, Mr. Horan was a partner at Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, LLP and an 
associate at Morris James LLP. He received his B.A. in 1989 and his M.A. in 1992 from Fordham 
University, and his J.D. cum laude from St. John’s University School of Law in 2002, where he was 
executive notes and comments editor for the ABI Law Review.
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Maris J. Kandestin is Of Counsel with DLA Piper in Wilmington, Del., and focuses her practice 
on financial restructuring. She primarily represents publicly held and privately held multinational 
companies in numerous industries (including manufacturing, oil and gas, retail, airline, pharmacol-
ogy, real estate and health care) in their efforts to restructure. She also represents secured lenders, 
indenture trustees and unsecured creditors, among others, and advises clients in out-of-court restruc-
turings. Prior to joining DLA Piper, Ms. Kandestin worked at firms in Wilmington and Philadelphia 
as a corporate bankruptcy and restructuring attorney. She also clerked for Hon. Gloria M. Burns 
in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of New Jersey. Ms. Kandestin is admitted to practice 
before the U.S. District Courts for the District of Delaware, Eastern District of Pennsylvania and 
District of New Jersey, and before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit. She is a member 
of the American Bar Association, ABI, the Turnaround Management Association and the Interna-
tional Women’s Insolvency and Restructuring Confederation. Ms. Kandestin received her B.A. from 
Villanova University, her M.A. from Harvard University and her J.D. from the Pennsylvania State 
University Dickinson School of Law.

Hon. Michael B. Kaplan is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of New Jersey in Trenton, ap-
pointed on Oct. 3, 2006. Prior to taking the bench, he served as a standing chapter 13 bankruptcy 
trustee, as well as an appointed trustee in chapter 7, 11 and 12 cases. Judge Kaplan has spoken to 
numerous bar associations and business organizations, including the New Jersey Judicial College, 
National Association of Chapter 13 Trustees, National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees, Turn-
around Management Association, New York Institute of Credit, Bloomberg, L.P., American Confer-
ence Institute, Pennsylvania Bar Institute, National Business Institute and the New Jersey Institute for 
Continuing Legal Education. He is also an adjunct professor at the Newark and Camden campuses of 
Rutgers University School of Law, has authored several articles relating to bankruptcy issues and is 
a co-author of West’s Consumer Bankruptcy Manual and Consumer Bankruptcy Handbook. He also 
serves as an associate editor of the American Bankruptcy Law Journal. Judge Kaplan is the recipient 
of the National Association of Chapter 13 Trustees’ 2006 Distinguished Service Award and the New 
Jersey State Bar Association’s 1999 Legislative Recognition Award. He has been appointed by the 
director of the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts to a term as the Third Circuit representative to 
the Bankruptcy Judges Advisory Group, in addition appointments as the bankruptcy judge represen-
tative on both the Human Resources Advisory Council and Budget & Finance Advisory Council to 
the AOUSC. Judge Kaplan received his A.B. from Georgetown University in 1984 and his J.D. from 
Fordham University School of Law in 1987.

Lawrence A. Katz is a shareholder of Hirschler Fleischer in its Tysons Corner, Va., office, and for 
more than 38 years has represented debtors and creditors, including lenders, real estate and hotel 
developers, business entrepreneurs, creditors’ committees, bankruptcy trustees and individuals in 
chapter 11 bankruptcy reorganizations, liquidations and out-of-court restructurings. He has served as 
a chapter 11 trustee and represented plaintiffs and defendants in preference, fraudulent-conveyance 
and other bankruptcy court litigation, and he has also served as a mediator in such matters. He also 
represents prospective purchasers of assets from businesses in bankruptcy. Mr. Katz is admitted to 
practice before the state courts of Virginia, Maryland and the District of Columbia, as well as nu-
merous federal district and circuit courts, the U.S. Tax Court and the U.S. Supreme Court, where he 
was successful in obtaining a landmark decision regarding Bankruptcy Code priorities as counsel 
for the creditors’ committee in the Howard Delivery Service, Inc. bankruptcy case. He is a member 
of ABI and serves on the Advisory Board of ABI’s Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Workshop, and he is 
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a past-president and member of the Maryland Bankruptcy Bar Association, as well as a member of 
the Northern Virginia Bankruptcy Bar Association and the Walter Chandler American Inn of Court. 
Mr. Katz has been recognized as a “Leader in the Field” of Bankruptcy/Restructuring, Virginia, by 
Chambers USA: Guide to America’s Leading Lawyers for Business for 2015-17 and has been listed in 
The Best Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy & Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency & Reorganization 
Law and for Bankruptcy Litigation from 2006-15 and in 2017, as well as in Virginia Super Lawyers 
from 2010-15. He received his B.A. magna cum laude from the State University of New York at Buf-
falo and his J.D. from Georgetown University Law Center.

Teresa C. Kohl is a director of SSG Capital Advisors, LLC in West Conshohocken, Pa. She is a 
special-situation investment banker with extensive experience providing transactional advisory ser-
vices to companies facing financial challenges and bankruptcy proceedings. Prior to her transition to 
investment banking, Ms. Kohl led financial and operational restructuring engagements for middle-
market clients in sectors including health care, manufacturing and retail. She is a frequent speaker 
on restructuring issues, capital markets and industry trends. Ms. Kohl is registered with FINRA as a 
General Securities Representative (Series 7 and 63) and a Limited Representative – Investment Bank-
ing (Series 79). She received her B.B.A. from Villanova University School of Business.

Steven K. Kortanek is a partner in Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP’s Bankruptcy and Corporate Re-
structuring Practice Group in Wilmington, Del. He has practiced for more than 24 years in the areas 
of business restructuring and bankruptcy, as well as litigation in Delaware state and federal courts. 
His clients include chapter 11 debtors, official committees, ad hoc committees, equity sponsors, asset-
purchasers, lenders, estate representatives, trade creditors, senior management, and major creditor and 
equity-holder constituencies. Mr. Kortanek is experienced in a wide range of industries in the bank-
ruptcy context, from retail and manufacturing to life sciences and intellectual property. His bankrupt-
cy litigation practice includes valuation and confirmation litigation, claim litigation and avoidance 
action litigation, in several cases managing a large number of adversary proceedings through trial and 
appeals. In addition, he is a certified mediator who serves on the panel of mediators by appointment 
of the Delaware Bankruptcy Court. Mr. Kortanek is actively involved in the Delaware bankruptcy 
bar, including three terms in senior leadership of the Bankruptcy Section of the Delaware State Bar 
Association, several years of service on the Standing Local Rules Committee, and membership in 
The Delaware Bankruptcy American Inn of Court. A frequent lecturer, he is admitted to practice 
before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit and the U.S. District Court for the District of 
Delaware. He has also been recognized in Chambers USA since 2008, was named a Delaware Super 
Lawyer for 2014-15, and received TMA’s 2011 Transaction of the Year-Small Company Award. Mr. 
Kortanek received his bachelor’s degree from Northwestern University and his J.D. from the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh School of Law.

M. Natasha Labovitz is a corporate partner and co-chair of the Debevoise & Plimpton LLP’s Busi-
ness Restructuring & Workouts Group in New York. She has advised a range of clients, including 
private-equity firms, fund investors and portfolio companies, in complex corporate restructurings 
and transactions, representing debtors and creditors in and out of bankruptcy and in cross-border 
insolvencies across multiple jurisdictions. Ms. Labovitz was named “Dealmaker of the Year” by The 
American Lawyer (2015) and received the Turnaround Management Association’s 2016 “Transac-
tion of the Year: Large Company Award” for her role in advising Altegrity in its chapter 11 proceed-
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ings and successful restructuring of more than $1.8 billion in funded indebtedness. She is ranked by 
Chambers USA and The Legal 500 US, and she was recognized in 2014 and 2015 by Turnarounds & 
Workouts in its annual list of “12 Outstanding Restructuring Lawyers in the United States.” She was 
also named “Law360 MVP” for 2015 by Law360 for her restructuring work. Ms. Labovitz is a mem-
ber of the Turnaround Management Association, ABI, the International Women’s Insolvency & Re-
structuring Confederation, INSOL International and the Global Restructuring Review editorial board. 
She received her B.A. magna cum laude from Columbia College, Columbia University in 1992 and 
her J.D. magna cum laude from New York University School of Law in 1996.

Cate Long is the founder of Puerto Rico Clearinghouse in New York, a consultancy for Puerto Rico 
bondholders and other stakeholders. As a municipal bonds writer for Reuters, she predicted the insol-
vency of the Puerto Rico Commonwealth in March 2012 and has covered the fiscal, political and legal 
challenges of the territory for five years. Ms. Long worked extensively with congressional staff in the 
development and passage of the Puerto Rico Oversight, Management, and Economic Stability Act 
(PROMESA), and has extensive experience lobbying Congress and advocating at the SEC. She also 
worked on the development of Dodd-Frank and federal laws regulating credit-rating agencies. For 
Dodd-Frank, she led an open-source financial reform project for Hill staff, regulators and the media, 
analyzing and clearly explaining complex financial topics. Her work has shaped the laws governing 
credit-rating agencies, and she was successful in having equivalent disclosure of underwriting infor-
mation to raters adapted for asset-backed securities. She also successfully lobbied for federal law to 
require the standard application of credit-rating symbols between asset classes within a credit-rating 
agency. Ms. Long holds two U.S. patents for the standardization and visualization of fixed-income 
market data, which she is currently commercializing. In the early 2000s, she was one of the bond mar-
ket leaders who migrated the protocol for electronic trading of equities, FIX, to fixed income. Prior to 
founding her own firm, Ms. Long worked for British and Dutch investment bank ING Barings. She 
received her B.A. from Goddard College in Plainfield, Vt.

Rachel Jaffe Mauceri is Of Counsel with Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP in New York and has more 
than 15 years of experience counseling clients in complex bankruptcy and restructuring matters. Her 
practice includes representing debtors in pre-negotiated and traditional bankruptcy proceedings, debt-
or-in-possession financing, bankruptcy litigation, creditors’ rights and workouts, the purchase and 
sale of assets out of bankruptcy, and other aspects of bankruptcy and reorganization. Ms. Mauceri’s 
clients include debtors, financial institutions, indenture trustees, pension and benefit plans, potential 
acquirers, and other significant creditors and parties in interest. Her recent representations include the 
debtors in the bankruptcies of hhgregg and Noble Environmental Power, and represented the inden-
ture trustee in the bankruptcies of Avaya, CHC Helicopter, Linn Energy/Berry Petroleum, MIG and 
the North Philadelphia Health System. She is also representing the UMWA pension and health ben-
efit funds in the bankruptcy cases of Maxus Energy, Peabody Energy, Arch Coal, Walter Energy and 
Patriot Coal. Ms. Mauceri regularly participates in panel discussions on bankruptcy-related matters 
and has written articles and other materials on current issues in bankruptcy. She currently serves on 
ABI’s Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Workshop Advisory Board, the Global Committee of the Turnaround 
Management Association Network of Women, and the planning committee for the TMA Mid-Atlantic 
Regional Symposium. She also sits on the Practical Law Bankruptcy Service Advisory Board and on 
the boards of directors of the Consumer Bankruptcy Assistance Project and the Beth David Reform 
Temple in Gladwyne, Pa., and she is a member of the International Women’s Insolvency & Restruc-
turing Confederation. Ms. Mauceri received her B.A. in journalism from Ithaca College in 1995 and 
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her J.D. cum laude in 2001 from Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law ’01, where she was elected to 
the Order of the Coif and was supervising editor of its law review.

Chantelle McClamb is an associate at Ballard Spahr LLP in Wilmington, Del., and concentrates 
on bankruptcy law, business reorganizations and creditors’ rights. She has represented debtors, indi-
vidual creditors and creditors’ committees in chapter 11 cases and liquidating trustees in the post-con-
firmation wind-down of chapter 11 cases. She has also represented creditors and assignees in actions 
filed in the Delaware Court of Chancery. Ms. McClamb is a member of the Delaware and New York 
State Bar Associations, the Federal Bar Association, ABI and the International Women’s Insolvency 
& Restructuring Confederation. She received her B.A. in 2002 from State University of New York at 
Buffalo and her J.D. cum laude in 2010 from Brooklyn Law School, where she was executive articles 
editor of the Brooklyn Journal of Corporate, Financial and Commercial Law.

Hon. Stacey L. Meisel is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of New Jersey in Newark and is 
the first African-American selected for this position in New Jersey. Before joining the bench, she was 
a founding member of Becker Meisel LLC and co-chaired its bankruptcy, insolvency and creditors’ 
rights practice. Prior to her appointment, Judge Meisel served on the New Jersey Panel of Bankruptcy 
Trustees and thrice served on the committee that recommends candidates to the Third Circuit for New 
Jersey bankruptcy judgeship vacancies. She also served on the New Jersey Court Registry of Media-
tors and the Lawyers Advisory Committee to the Board of Judges of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for 
the District of New Jersey. Judge Meisel previously served as trustee to the Association of the Federal 
Bar of New Jersey, on the ABI Advisory Board for the Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Workshop, and as 
chair of the 2011 Workshop Attendance Committee. She helped launch the New Jersey Bankruptcy 
Lawyers Foundation, volunteered with Volunteer Lawyers for Justice and served on the board of 
directors for Legal Momentum – The Women’s Legal Defense and Education Fund. Judge Meisel 
is a co-author of the Consumer Bankruptcy Manual and the Consumer Bankruptcy Handbook, both 
Thomson Reuters publications. She is also serving a three-year term on the National Conference of 
Bankruptcy Judges’ Rules Committee.

Michele Michaelis, CPA, CIRA, CTP, CFF is a managing director with BDO Consulting in New 
York and has over 20 years of experience in matters relating to bankruptcy and insolvency, account-
ing and auditing, business disputes, and forensic investigations. She has worked with troubled and 
insolvent companies involving both reorganizations and out-of-court workouts representing debtors, 
unsecured creditors and secured lenders. She has also routinely evaluated liquidity issues, includ-
ing the formulation, review and analysis of short-term cash-flow projections, as well as assessed the 
viability of business operations of troubled businesses by conducting detailed liquidation analyses, 
leading to rapid stabilization with sustainable results. Ms. Michaelis has significant experience serv-
ing clients in a wide range of industries including retail, apparel, manufacturing, health care, mort-
gage, media, jewelry, finance, telecommunications and energy. She is knowledgeable in conducting 
investigations with regard to substantive-consolidation issues and fraudulent conveyances, has pre-
pared expert reports on solvency issues, has testified in bankruptcy proceedings, and has extensive 
experience in pre-planned and pre-negotiated bankruptcies. Ms. Michaelis has been published in the 
ABF Journal on current trends in mergers and acquisitions and in the Handelsblatt Journal on 363 
bankruptcy sales in the U.S. market. She has spoken at meetings for ABI, the International Bar As-
sociation and the Central Florida Law Association. Ms. Michaelis is a member of ABI, the American 
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Institute of Certified Public Accountants, the Association of Insolvency & Restructuring Advisors, 
the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation, the New York State Society of 
CPAs and the Turnaround Management Association. She received her B.S. in accounting from Alfred 
University and her M.S. in finance from Baruch College, Zicklin School of Business.

Morgan L. Patterson is an associate with Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, LLP’s Bankruptcy and 
Creditors’ Rights Group in Wilmington, Del., where she represents a broad range of clients includ-
ing debtors, creditors’ committees, individual creditors and other interest-holders including secured 
lenders, indenture trustees, government agencies, trade creditors, reclamation creditors, equipment 
lessors, landlords, labor groups, contractors, asset-purchasers, bondholders and stockholders. She 
has more than eight years of experience in the bankruptcy field covering all matters of litigation 
and transactions, including involuntary petitions, cross-border insolvency proceedings, avoidance ac-
tions, relief-from-stay proceedings, trustee motions, sale and purchase of assets, executory contracts 
and lease issues, post-petition financing, disclosure statements, plan confirmation, and representing 
liquidating trustees and plan administrators in the wind-down of estates. Ms. Patterson is an active 
member of ABI, the Federal Bar Association and the Delaware Bankruptcy Inn of Court, and she 
serves as a board member for the Delaware Chapter of International Woman’s Insolvency & Restruc-
turing Confederation. She received her B.A. magna cum laude in 2005 from Temple University and 
her J.D. magna cum laude in 2009 from Widener University School of Law, where she was Bluebook 
editor of the Delaware Journal of Corporate Law.

Duncan A. Pickett is a managing director in the Washington, D.C., office of Berkeley Research 
Group, LLC, where he specializes in providing financial restructuring advisory and crisis manage-
ment services. He has advised constituencies including lenders in various turnaround situations, and 
has acted as financial advisor to companies in troubled situations or bankruptcy. Mr. Pickett’s turn-
around advisory assignments have included strategic planning, cash-flow forecasting and cash man-
agement, business plan preparation and analysis, facility rationalization, and going-concern and liqui-
dation valuation analyses. Before joining BRG Capstone, Mr. Pickett was a director in the bankruptcy 
and turnaround consulting legacy practice of a global business advisory firm. Before joining that firm 
in 2002, he managed a commercial door distributor and manufacturer through a restructuring and 
bankruptcy, and prior to that, he structured, negotiated and performed due diligence on approximately 
$400 million of acquisitions for a specialty finance company focused on automotive real estate. Mr. 
Pickett received his B.S. in accounting and finance from the McIntire School of Commerce at the 
University of Virginia.

Hon. David E. Rice is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Maryland in Baltimore, appointed 
on April 1, 2011. Prior to his appointment, he was a partner in the Baltimore office of Venable LLP, 
where his practice focused on bankruptcy and creditors’ rights issues. He also served as a chapter 7 
trustee in the District of Maryland from 1997-2011. Judge Rice is admitted to practice in Maryland, 
New York and the District of Columbia, and has lectured on a number of bankruptcy and commercial 
law topics for a variety of regional and national organizations. He has been a faculty member for the 
Advanced Bankruptcy Institute sponsored by the Maryland State Bar Association, the Mid-Atlantic 
Institute on Bankruptcy and Reorganization sponsored by Virginia CLE, ABI’s Mid-Atlantic Bank-
ruptcy Workshop, and various programs sponsored by the Bankruptcy Bar Association for the District 
of Maryland and by the Pro Bono Resource Center of Maryland. He is a member of the National Con-
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ference of Bankruptcy Judges, ABI and the Bankruptcy Bar Association for the District of Maryland. 
Judge Rice received his B.A. in 1973 from the University of Pennsylvania and his J.D. in 1980 from 
the University of Baltimore School of Law, where he served as the editor-in-chief of the University 
of Baltimore Law Review.

Jeffrey N. Rothleder is a member in Clark Hill PLC’s Corporate Restructuring and Bankruptcy prac-
tice group in the firm’s Washington, D.C., office. His practice focuses on financial restructuring, cor-
porate trust matters, and workout proceedings on behalf of financially distressed companies or their 
creditors, including representation of debtors, indenture trustees, creditors and creditors’ committees, 
investors and purchasers in in-court and out-of-court restructurings. Mr. Rothleder represents a wide 
variety of clients in the enforcement of the entire spectrum of creditors’ rights involving secured, 
unsecured, public or private, and taxable and tax-exempt debt through his work with indenture trust-
ees, lenders, individual creditors and official committees in chapter 11 cases. He also has experience 
representing debtors, including the restructuring of large companies through the chapter 11 process 
or conducting the orderly liquidating and comprehensive asset sales for a diverse group of compa-
nies, with a constant view toward balancing the maximization of recoveries for creditors with the 
protection of the rights of debtors and sellers. Mr. Rothleder received his B.A. from the University of 
Michigan in 1999 and his J.D. from the University of Maryland School of Law in 2002 with honors, 
where he was a member of the Order of the Coif.

James Patrick Shea is a partner with Armstrong Teasdale LLP in Las Vegas, where he focuses on 
advising financial institutions, landlords, vendors and other creditors in business bankruptcy proceed-
ings. He has represented numerous hotel casino properties, guides creditors in all aspects of litigation 
relating to the debtor/creditor relationship, and assists in protecting and enforcing their rights, inter-
ests and remedies, both inside and outside of insolvency proceedings, including reorganizations, liq-
uidations and informal out-of-court workouts. An ABI member since 1988 and ABI’s immediate past 
president, he is formerly ABI’s Vice President-Communication & Information Technology and the 
founding chair of ABI’s former subcommittee on Gaming Insolvencies and Reorganizations. He also 
chairs ABI’s Civility Task Force and is a former program chair of ABI’s Southwest Bankruptcy Con-
ference. Mr. Shea is past chair and current vice chair of the State Bar of Nevada’s Bankruptcy Law 
Section, a member of the State Bar of Nevada’s Civility Task Force, chair of the advisory committee 
of the Southern Nevada Association of Bankruptcy Attorneys, a Ninth Circuit Lawyer Representa-
tive for the District of Nevada, and a member of the Ninth Circuit LRCC and Conference Planning 
Committee. He is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell and is consistently listed in The Best Lawyers in 
America and as a Mountain West Super Lawyer. Mr. Shea received both his undergraduate degree and 
his J.D. from the University of Arizona, where he received the chairmanship to the Moot Court Board 
and the Mitchell C. Nelson Award for legal scholarship.

Hon. John K. Sherwood is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of New Jersey in Newark, ap-
pointed in June 2015. In private practice, he had more than 25 years of experience in bankruptcy and 
debtor/creditor matters, including related litigation. Some of his noteworthy engagements were Ocean 
Place Development Resort (counsel to debtor), MagnaChip Semiconductor Finance Co. (counsel to 
creditors’ committee), Quebecor World (USA) Inc. (litigation counsel), Le Nature’s Inc. (counsel to 
creditors’ committee) and the City of Detroit (counsel to union). Judge Sherwood was president of 
the New Jersey Bankruptcy Lawyers Foundation from 2008-13 and an active member of ABI and 
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the Turnaround Management Association. He was selected by Chambers USA from 2013-14 as one 
of America’s Leading Lawyers for Business, and he was recognized in The Best Lawyers in America 
(2012-15) for his work in bankruptcy and in Super Lawyers (2006, 2009-14), where he was featured 
in the bankruptcy section and corporate counsel edition. Judge Sherwood received his undergradu-
ate degree from James Madison University in 1983 and his J.D. in 1986 from Seton Hall University 
School of Law.

K. Elizabeth Sieg is a partner in McGuireWoods LLP’s Restructuring & Insolvency Department in 
Richmond, Va., and her practice focuses on corporate restructuring, creditors’ rights, complex com-
mercial litigation and financial services litigation. She is experienced in bankruptcy litigation and ap-
pellate matters, including as counsel for DIP and other secured lenders, asset-purchasers, chapter 11 
debtors, and other stakeholders in corporate restructuring cases and as national counsel to banks and 
other financial services companies in consumer litigation. Ms. Sieg received dual B.S. degrees from 
the Georgia Institute of Technology and her J.D. from the University of Richmond, and she clerked 
for Hon. Kevin R. Huennekens, U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Virginia, before 
joining McGuireWoods.

Hon. Lori S. Simpson is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Maryland in Baltimore, appoint-
ed in September 2016. Previously, she was the principal of the Simpson Law Group in Baltimore and 
represented individuals and business in a variety of legal matters, including bankruptcy, workouts and 
business litigation. She also served on the chapter 7 trustee panel for the Maryland Bankruptcy Court 
from 1997 until her appointment in 2016. Judge Simpson is a member of the National Association of 
Bankruptcy Trustees, the Maryland State Bar Association, the District of Columbia Bar, the Bank-
ruptcy Bar Association, the International Women’s Insolvency and Restructuring Confederation and 
the Anne Arundel County Bar Association. She is a past director of the Bankruptcy Bar Association, 
and was active in the Women’s Bar Association. Judge Simpson has provided free fiscal educational 
services to teens and young adults via high school and university programs. She received her B.A. 
from James Madison University and her J.D. from the University of Baltimore.

Hon. Christopher S. Sontchi is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Delaware in Wilmington, 
appointed in 2006, and is a frequent speaker in the U.S. and abroad on issues relating to corporate 
reorganizations. Prior to his appointment, Judge Sontchi was in private practice, representing a wide 
variety of nationally based enterprises with diverse interests in most of the larger chapter 11 reorgani-
zation proceedings filed in Delaware. Judge Sontchi is a lecturer in law at the University of Chicago 
Law School and an adjunct professor of law at Widener University Delaware Law School. He is also 
a member of the International Insolvency Institute, the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, 
ABI, the Turnaround Management Association (for which he serves on its board of trustees) and 
INSOL International. Judge Sontchi served on the ABI Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 
11’s Financial Contracts, Derivatives and Safe Harbors Committee and testified on safe harbors for 
financial contracts before the Subcommittee on Regulatory Reform, Commercial and Antitrust Law 
of the House Committee on the Judiciary. He has also published articles on valuation, asset sales and 
safe harbors. Following law school, Judge Sontchi clerked for Hon. Joseph T. Walsh in the Delaware 
Supreme Court. He received his B.A. Phi Beta Kappa with distinction in political science from the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and his J.D. from the University of Chicago Law School.
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Robert J. Stearn, Jr. is a director of Richards, Layton & Finger in Wilmington, Del., and focuses his 
practice primarily on bankruptcy litigation, including preference and fraudulent-transfer litigation, 
representing large corporate debtors as well as defendants in adversary proceedings and all types of 
contested matters. He also handles commercial disputes in Delaware’s state and district courts, and is 
experienced litigating such corporate issues as D&O liability. Mr. Stearn is the author of “Delaware’s 
Solvency Test: What Is It and Does It Make Sense?” (Delaware Journal of Corporate Law 2011) and 
“Proving Solvency: Defending Preference and Fraudulent Transfer Litigation” (The Business Lawyer 
2007). He has been recognized in Chambers USA, Benchmark Litigation and The Best Lawyers in 
America. Mr. Stearn received his B.S. magna cum laude from Dickinson College and his a J.D. from 
the University of Pennsylvania Law School, where he was elected to the Order of the Coif.

Lisa Bittle Tancredi is a bankruptcy and creditors’ rights partner with Gebhardt & Smith LLP in Bal-
timore and also works out of the firm’s Wilmington, Del., offices. During her more than 20 years in 
private practice, she has represented debtors, secured creditors, trustees and committees, both inside 
and outside of bankruptcy courts across the country. Ms. Tancredi is admitted to the bars of Mary-
land, Delaware and the District of Columbia, and she currently chairs the Maryland Bankruptcy Bar 
Association/U.S. District Court Liaison Committee. She also served as president of the Bankruptcy 
Bar Association for the District of Maryland from 2014-15, and from 2013-16 she chaired the Mary-
land Local Bankruptcy Rules Committee and spearheaded comprehensive revisions to the local rules. 
Ms. Tancredi co-chaired ABI’s Labor and Employment Committee from 2008-09, frequently lectures 
and gives seminars to local and national groups, and has published several articles. She received her 
B.S. in mechanical engineering cum laude from Virginia Tech and her J.D. from the University of 
Maryland School of Law, during which time she clerked for the Office of the U.S. Trustee in Balti-
more. After graduation she clerked for Hon. James F. Schneider of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the 
District of Maryland.

Sara C. Temes is a member of Bond Schoeneck & King, PLLC in its Syracuse, N.Y., office, where 
she focuses her practice on a wide range of restructuring matters throughout New York State, includ-
ing out-of-court workouts, cross-border insolvency cases and representations of debtors, creditors, 
creditors’ committees, landlords, lenders and purchasers in litigation and insolvency matters. She 
also advises senior managers and boards of directors of financially troubled companies with respect 
to turnaround strategies. Ms. Temes has been recognized in Super Lawyers as a “Rising Star” in the 
area of bankruptcy. Prior to joining Bond, Schoeneck & King, she was an associate at Weil, Gotshal 
& Manges LLP in New York. Ms. Temes received her B.A. from Wellesley College and her J.D. from 
the University of Pennsylvania Law School.

Jeffrey C. Toole is a shareholder with Buckley King in Cleveland, where he focuses his practice on 
business restructuring, finance, insolvency and commercial law matters. He has more than 30 years’ 
experience representing debtors, secured lenders, official committees, asset-buyers and other major 
stakeholders in chapter 11 reorganizations, loan workouts, asset-based lending, transactional settings, 
commercial litigation and receiverships. Mr. Toole has written articles on a wide variety of topics, 
such as UCC Article 9 pitfalls, the intersection between bankruptcy law and receiverships, pre-filing 
considerations for individuals seeking chapter 11 protection, risks that departing practitioners can 
face if their law firms dissolve precipitously, and credit-bidding in § 363 bankruptcy sales. A frequent 
lecturer and panelist, he has spoken about officers’ and directors’ fiduciary duties in financially dis-
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tressed for-profit and nonprofit companies, strategies to work out troubled loans from businesses’ and 
lenders’ perspectives, unusual preferential and fraudulent transfer problems, and other subjects for 
numerous organizations, including ABI, the Ohio State Bar Association and the Cleveland Metropoli-
tan Bar Association. Mr. Toole has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America for Banking and Fi-
nance Law, Commercial Transactions/UCC Law, Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency 
and Reorganization Law, and Bankruptcy Litigation, and has been named an Ohio Super Lawyer for 
many years. He received his undergraduate degree summa cum laude from Kenyon College and his 
J.D. cum laude from Cornell Law School.

Nancy A. Valentine is a partner in Ice Miller LLP’s Business and Bankruptcy & Financial Restruc-
turing Groups in Cleveland. She has a diverse litigation and transactional practice serving Fortune 
500 companies, financial institutions, privately held companies and individuals, and she routinely 
represents buyers and sellers of middle-market businesses in complex transactions. Ms. Valentine 
represents secured creditors, equipment lessors, landlords and debtors in bankruptcy and in federal 
court and state court litigation proceedings, as well as civil litigation, such as receiverships and col-
lection matters, and has particular expertise in agricultural lending. In addition, she has handled 
complex, multi-issue real estate transactions involving industrial farms; lifestyle, shopping mall and 
strip centers; hotels; multifamily residential properties; and water parks. Ms. Valentine has frequently 
managed teams of attorneys on large matters, such as a $100M distressed loan package that required 
refinancing, restructuring, sales, federal district court litigation, and the coordination of simultaneous 
bankruptcy cases. She is an active member of Cleveland business and civic communities and chairs 
the International Women’s Insolvency and Restructuring Confederation’s Northeast Ohio Network. 
Ms. Valentine is listed in the 2015 edition of Chambers USA: Leading Lawyers for Business for 
Bankruptcy/Restructuring and in the 2013-17 editions of Ohio Super Lawyers, including recogni-
tion on the following Super Lawyers lists: Top 50 Women Ohio in 2014 and 2017, Top 50 Cleveland 
in 2017, Top 25 Women Cleveland in 2017 and Top 100 Ohio in 2017. She was also listed in the 
2010-16 editions of The Best Lawyers in America in the category of Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor 
Rights Laws, and was listed as “Lawyer of the Year” in the Bankruptcy category in the 2014 edition. 
Ms. Valentine is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell. She received her B.A. in European 
studies from Vanderbilt University in 1994 and her J.D. from The Ohio State University Moritz Col-
lege of Law in 1998.

James E. Van Horn, CPA, CIRA is a partner in the Baltimore and Washington, D.C., offices of Mc-
GuireWoods LP and co-chair of the firm’s distressed real estate practice group. He focuses his prac-
tice on insolvency law and financial restructuring, including bankruptcy and out-of-court workouts, 
and he has represented secured lenders, corporate debtors, unsecured creditors’ committees, liquidat-
ing trustees and other stakeholders in bankruptcy courts and other courts. Prior to joining McGuire-
Woods, Mr. Van Horn was a senior consultant in the Bankruptcy and Restructuring Services Practice 
of FTI Consulting, Inc. and a senior associate in the Business Recovery Services Division of Price-
waterhouseCoopers LLP. He co-chairs ABI’s Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Workshop and is a member 
of ABI’s Mid-Atlantic Endowment Committee and ABI’s Delaware Views from the Bench Advisory 
Board. He is also the Turnaround Management Association global vice president for membership and 
a member of the TMA Global Executive Board, and he is recognized by Chambers USA as a leading 
attorney (Band 1) in Bankruptcy/Restructuring law. Mr. Van Horn received his M.B.A. from Joseph 
M. Katz Graduate School of Business and his J.D. from the University of Pittsburgh School of Law.
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Scott F. Waterman is a partner with Waterman & Mayer LLP in Philadelphia, and his practice is fo-
cused on consumer bankruptcy and commercial collection matters. He is a former chair of the Eastern 
District of Pennsylvania Bankruptcy Conference and former state chair of the National Association of 
Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys for Eastern and Middle Pennsylvania. He is the current chair of the 
Delaware County Bar Association Bankruptcy Committee and is a current Steering Committee mem-
ber of the Eastern District of Pennsylvania Bankruptcy Conference. Mr. Waterman volunteers his 
time as a current board member of the Consumer Bankruptcy Assistance Project, which provides free 
legal assistance to indigent bankruptcy clients in Philadelphia. In March 2014, he was appointed to be 
a member of the Local Rules Advisory Committee of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern Dis-
trict of Pennsylvania in helping to draft new and updated local bankruptcy rules. In 2014, he served 
on the bankruptcy judge merit selection committee for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, to which 
he was appointed by the U.S.Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit. Mr. Waterman is a member of 
the Delaware County Bar Association, the Eastern District of Pennsylvania Bankruptcy Conference 
and the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys. He is admitted to practice before 
all Pennsylvania Courts, the U.S. Supreme Court, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit, the 
U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania and the U.S. Court of Federal Claims. He 
is a frequent lecturer at Pennsylvania Bar Institute seminars. Mr. Waterman received his undergradu-
ate degree from Tufts University in 1991 with a dual major in history and political science, and his 
J.D. from Temple University School of Law in 1994.

Hon. Eugene R. Wedoff served as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois 
in Chicago from 1987-2015 and as chief judge from 2002-07. He is ABI’s president and sits on 
the 15-member expert panel for ABI’s newly created Commission on Consumer Bankruptcy. Judge 
Wedoff presided over the chapter 11 reorganization of United Air Lines, was a member of the Ad-
visory Committee on Bankruptcy Rules from 2004-14 and served as its chair after 2010. He was 
the president of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges from 2013-14 and also served as a 
member of the NCBJ’s Board of Governors, as its secretary, and as chair of its education commit-
tee. Judge Wedoff is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy, as well as a member of the 
National Bankruptcy Conference. He is the author of the chapter on professional employment in 
Queenan, Hendel and Hillinger, Chapter 11 Theory and Practice (LRP Publications 1994), has been 
an associate editor of the American Bankruptcy Law Journal and currently serves as a contributing 
editor of the Thomson Reuters Bankruptcy Law Letter. Judge Wedoff is a frequent lecturer and has 
served as a member of the Federal Judicial Center’s Committee on Bankruptcy Judge Education. In 
2016, he received the Judge William L. Norton Jr. Judicial Excellence Award; in 2009, he received the 
Lawrence P. King Award from the Commercial Law League; and in 1995, he received the Excellence 
in Education Award from the NCBJ. Judge Wedoff graduated from the college and law school of the 
University of Chicago.


