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A. Todd Almassian is a partner with Keller & Almassian, PLC in Grand Rapids, Mich., and focuses 
his practice in the areas of bankruptcy, reorganization and creditors’ rights. He represents debtors, 
creditors and trustees. Mr. Almassian has served as an expert witness for plaintiffs and defendants in 
various insolvency matters and bankruptcy cases, and he is a frequent lecturer regarding the Bank-
ruptcy Code. He also serves as a qualified mediator for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Western 
District of Michigan and was recently inducted into the American College of Bankruptcy as a Fellow. 
Mr. Almassian is Board Certified in Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certifica-
tion. He is listed in the 2011-15 editions of The Best Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy and Credi-
tor-Debtor Rights Law and as its 2016 Grand Rapids Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insol-
vency and Reorganization Law “Lawyer of the Year.” Mr. Almassian received his B.A from Michigan 
State University in 1993 and his J.D. from the University of Detroit Mercy School of Law in 1996.

Samuel M. Andre is a senior associate with Fredrikson & Byron P.A. in Minneapolis and represents 
businesses, commercial lenders and individuals in the areas of debtor/creditor law, bankruptcy and 
complex commercial litigation. His practice focuses on corporate restructuring, creditors’ remedies, 
bankruptcy and commercial litigation. Prior to joining Fredrikson, Mr. Andre served as a judicial law 
clerk for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court in the Southern District of Texas. He is a member of the Turn-
around Management Association and the Minnesota State Bar Association, and he was a member of 
the Houston Young Lawyers Association from 2016-18, the Houston Association of Young Bank-
ruptcy Lawyers from 2016-18, and the Land, Water and Energy Clinic of the University of Minnesota 
Law School, for which he served as student director and attorney from 2014-16. Mr. Andre is and 
adjunct professor at the University of Minnesota Bankruptcy Clinic. He received his B.A. summa 
cum laude in 2013 from Valparaiso University and his J.D. cum laude in 2016 from the University 
of Minnesota Law School, where he served as managing editor from 2015-16 of the Minnesota Law 
Review.

Brendan G. Best is a partner at Varnum LLP in Birmingham, Mich., and serves on the firm’s Bank-
ruptcy, Restructuring and Creditors’ Rights team. His practice focuses on representing senior secured 
lenders, debtors, other creditors and other stakeholders in complex chapter 11 restructurings, out-of-
court workouts and insolvency-related transactions and litigation. Mr. Best has more than 20 years of 
experience representing clients in insolvency-related matters across a wide array of industries includ-
ing manufacturing, automotive, building supply and service, energy, oil and gas, health care, food 
service, gaming, hospitality, construction and real estate. He serves as outside commercial counsel 
for clients, advising them on commercial issues with customers, suppliers and other parties. He also 
counsels buyers, sellers, lenders and other stakeholders in complex troubled company transactions, 
both out of court and in § 363 bankruptcy sales. Mr. Best is a senior chapter 11 bankruptcy practi-
tioner and litigator who has successfully represented clients in bench trials over issues including 
adequate protection, plan confirmation, valuation and other matters, as well as nondischargeability 
actions, avoidance actions and other debtor/creditor matters in state and federal courts, including au-
tomotive tooling and construction lien litigation. He is a frequent writer and speaker on restructuring, 
workouts and bankruptcy topics. Mr. Best is routinely honored as a top practitioner by publications 
including DBusiness magazine, The Best Lawyers in America and Michigan Super Lawyers. He is a 
board member and immediate past president of the Turnaround Management Association’s Detroit 
chapter and an ABI member. Mr. Best received his B.A. cum laude in 1997 from The George Wash-
ington University and his J.D. cum laude in 2003 from Wayne State University Law School, where 
he was admitted to the Order of the Coif and was a member of the Wayne Law Review.
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Mark A. Bogdanowicz is a partner with the law firm of Spencer Fane, LLP in Nashville, Tenn., 
where he concentrates his practice in the areas of business transactions and corporate and commercial 
litigation, with an emphasis on bankruptcy and creditors’ rights. He has represented both secured and 
unsecured creditors (including landlords, franchisors, trade creditors and utilities) in all aspects of 
chapter 11 cases. Mr. Bogdanowicz has more than 17 years of experience representing landlords in 
national retail cases. He serves on the advisory board of ABI’s Central States Bankruptcy Workshop, 
and he is a coordinating editor for the ABI Journal, as well as a regular contributor. Mr. Bogdanowicz 
is admitted to practice before the state courts of Illinois, Indiana and Tennessee, as well as the Seventh 
Circuit Court of Appeals, the Federal District Courts for the Northern, Central and Southern Districts 
of Illinois, the Eastern District of Michigan, the Northern and Southern Districts of Indiana and the 
Middle District of Tennessee. He received his A.B. cum laude from Harvard University in 1995 and 
his J.D. from Vanderbilt University School of Law in 2000, where he was the articles editor of the 
Vanderbilt Law Review.

Kimberly A. Brown is a partner with Landis Rath & Cobb LLP in Wilmington, Del., and concen-
trates her practice in the areas of corporate bankruptcy and restructuring and bankruptcy litigation. 
She has worked with the Landis Rath & Cobb team representing chapter 11 debtors, official and 
unofficial committees, financial institutions, secured lenders and other secured creditors, indenture 
trustees and bondholders, asset-purchasers, liquidation trusts and other significant creditors, chapter 
15 foreign representatives, and other parties in interest in a variety of national bankruptcy cases. Ms. 
Brown represents clients in a wide range of industries, including retail, food and beverage, oil and 
gas, manufacturing, and cryptocurrency. She was honored in 2019 as one of ABI’s “40 Under 40,” 
and she was named one of five finalists for the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring 
Confederation’s (IWIRC’s) 2017 “Rising Star” award. Ms. Brown currently serves IWIRC interna-
tionally and regionally as the vice director of Fall Programs and the vice chair of IWIRC at the Shore. 
She previously served as the ex-officio chair, chair, vice chair and social chair of the IWIRC Delaware 
Network. Ms. Brown is a member of the Delaware State Bar Association, ABI and the Delaware 
Bankruptcy American Inn of Court. She was selected as one of only 40 bankruptcy practitioners to 
participate in the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges (NCBJ) fifth annual Next Generation 
Program. Before joining Landis Rath & Cobb, Ms. Brown clerked in the Superior Court for the State 
of Delaware for Hon. Mary M. Johnston and clerked at the Office of Disciplinary Counsel of the Su-
preme Court of Delaware. Ms. Brown received her B.A. in government and politics with a minor in 
accounting from Widener University in 2005 and her J.D. in 2008 from Widener University Delaware 
Law School.

Charles D. Bullock is a founding member and managing partner of Stevenson & Bullock PLC in 
Southfield, Mich. His practice is dedicated to debtors’ and creditors’ rights, real estate, bankruptcy 
matters, and business and commercial litigation in complex proceedings, out-of-court negotiations, 
and transactions involving individuals, organizations and distressed businesses. Mr. Bullock’s re-
structuring engagements include municipalities, manufacturing, agriculture and health care, includ-
ing serving in a fiduciary capacity. He is regularly appointed as a receiver and/or assignee for the 
benefit of creditors. Mr. Bullock is admitted to practice in the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals, as well 
as the U.S. District Courts for the Eastern and Western Districts of Michigan and the Western District 
of Tennessee. He is a member of the state bars of Michigan and Tennessee, as well as the Federal 
Bar Association, ABI, Detroit Catholic Central Shamrock Bar Association, Detroit Bar Association 
Foundation (Patron Fellow) and Oakland County Bar Foundation (Charter Fellow). Mr. Bullock pre-
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viously clerked for Hon. Bernice B. Donald of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Western District of 
Tennessee and served on the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of Michigan Rules Sub-
committee. He testified before the U.S. Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on Administrative Oversight 
and the Courts in 2010 on whether bankruptcy reform could help preserve small business jobs, and 
he was on the Bankruptcy Judgeship Merit Selection Panel for an Eighth and Sixth Circuit Pilot Pro-
gram in 2015. Mr. Bullock is an adjunct professor of bankruptcy law at Michigan State University 
College of Law and a former adjunct professor of bankruptcy law at Western Michigan University 
and Thomas M. Cooley Law School, Auburn Hills Campus. He has been listed in Michigan Super 
Lawyers, DBusiness Magazine for Michigan Top Lawyers, Michigan Leading Lawyers and The Best 
Lawyers in America. Mr. Bullock has served as counsel for chapter 7 panel trustees in over 3,000 
bankruptcy cases in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of Michigan, and he has 
served as court-appointed assignee, receiver or receiver’s counsel in Lenawee, Macomb, Oakland 
and Wayne counties in Michigan and the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Michigan, 
as well as a court-appointed mediator and facilitator in Macomb, Oakland and Wayne counties in 
Michigan and for the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Michigan. In addition, he serves 
as a Patient Care Ombudsman in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of Michigan 
and as a court-appointed discovery master in Macomb, Oakland and Wayne counties in Michigan. 
Mr. Bullock received his B.A. from the University of Michigan and his J.D. from the University of 
Memphis.

Hon. David D. Cleary is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois in Chicago, 
appointed in December 2019. Previously, he chaired Greenberg Traurig LLP’s Business Reorga-
nization & Financial Restructuring Practice in Phoenix, where he focused his practice on business 
restructuring and reorganizations, distressed-asset dispositions and financings, debt restructurings 
and workouts, and litigation. He regularly represented distressed companies, financial institutions, 
secured and significant creditors, noteholders and bondholders, hotel/resort owner/operators, boards 
of directors, debtors, official and ad hoc committees, and insurance and surety portfolios. Judge 
Cleary is a Master with the Arizona Inns of Court, past co-chair of the American Bar Association’s 
Litigation Section of its Bankruptcy and Insolvency Committee, past chair of the Chicago Bar Asso-
ciation’s Rules Sub-Committee of its Bankruptcy Committee, and past co-chair of ABI’s Asset Sales 
and Health Care Committees. He was listed in The Best Lawyers in America and in Southwest Super 
Lawyers, and he was a member of the winning team for The M&A Advisor’s “Restructuring of the 
Year (Over $500mm to $1 Billion)” award in 2015 for the restructuring of FriendFinder Networks. 
He is also rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell. Judge Cleary was admitted to practice in 
Arizona and Illinois, before the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the Ninth and Seventh Circuits, and 
before the U.S. District Courts for the District of Arizona and the Northern District of Illinois. He 
received his B.A. cum laude from Arizona State University in 1984 and his J.D. with honors from 
DePaul University College of Law in 1987, where he was an article and note editor for the DePaul 
Law Review.

Benjamin J. Court is a partner with Stinson LLP in Minneapolis and works with equipment finance 
organizations, secured creditors, statutory and judgment lienholders, banks, asset-buyers, real property 
lessors, lenders, loan-servicers, receivers, trustees and creditors’ committees. His experience includes 
personal property leasing, bankruptcy and restructuring matters, secured transactions, distressed asset 
acquisitions and workout scenarios, consensual property lien and judgment-enforcement situations, 
insolvency proceedings and complex financial services litigation. Mr. Court is particularly focused on 
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representing equipment-leasing and finance organizations, and he is well-versed in Articles 2A and 9 of 
the Uniform Commercial Code. He has documented numerous lease and loan transactions for captive, 
bank-affiliated and independent equipment finance companies, and he has successfully enforced their 
rights in lawsuits, mediations, arbitrations, and bankruptcy and restructuring proceedings. Mr. Court 
is admitted to practice in Minnesota, North Dakota and Wisconsin, and he routinely advises lenders, 
creditors and committees in chapter 7, 11 and 12 bankruptcies. He serves as outside counsel for a num-
ber of agribusiness lenders in the U.S., providing practical advice regarding workouts, foreclosures, 
enforcement matters, secured transactions and intercreditor relationships. In addition, he regularly de-
fends lenders and loan-servicers in a wide variety of contested matters, including claims of wrongful 
foreclosure, fraud, and breach of contract, as well as alleged violations of RESPA, TILA, FCRA, TCPA, 
FDCPA and other consumer-protection laws. Mr. Court received his B.A. summa cum laude from the 
University of Minnesota and his J.D. from the University of Minnesota Law School.

Elliot G. Crowder is an attorney with Stevenson & Bullock, PLC in Southfield, Mich. He special-
izes in insolvency law practice, including the representation of fiduciaries, debtors and creditors in 
all facets of insolvency law, and litigation matters often requiring immediate attention. Mr. Crowder 
frequently is relied upon by businesses and equity-holders in complex disputes in the business courts 
and federal district courts across the State of Michigan. His representative fiduciary experience in-
cludes serving as counsel for chapter 7 trustees and liquidating trustees in complex bankruptcy mat-
ters and as counsel for receivers and assignees for the benefit of creditors. He also represents debtors 
and creditors in distressed situations, including in chapter 11 and subchapter V reorganizations. Mr. 
Crowder’s experience spans from real estate to manufacturing, health care and service-based busi-
nesses. He is regularly recognized for his practice, being named one of DBusiness’s Top Lawyers in 
Bankruptcy & Creditor-Debtor Rights Law in 2022 and 2023. He also has been listed as a “Rising 
Star” by Michigan Super Lawyers since 2014. Mr. Crowder is a member of the State Bar of Michi-
gan, the New York State Bar Association, ABI, the Consumer Bankruptcy Association of the Eastern 
District of Michigan, the Turnaround Management Association and the Brother Rice Warrior Bar As-
sociation. He is also a co-vice chair of the Debtor/Creditor Rights Committee for the Business Law 
Section of the State Bar of Michigan. Mr. Crowder received his B.S. from Syracuse University in 
2006 and his J.D. from the University of Detroit-Mercy School of Law in 2010.

Hon. Scott W. Dales is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Michigan in Grand 
Rapids, initially appointed in 2007 and named Chief Judge in 2013. In 2016, the Chief Justice ap-
pointed him to serve on the Information Technology Committee of the Judicial Conference of the 
United States, and in 2018, the U.S. Court of Appeals appointed him to serve on the Sixth Circuit’s 
Bankruptcy Appellate Panel. Following law school, Judge Dales clerked for Hon. Constantine G. 
Cholakis, U.S. District Judge for the Northern District of New York, and subsequently practiced law 
for several years with Barrett Gravante Carpinello & Stern in Albany, N.Y. After clerking for Hon. 
James D. Gregg, Chief Judge of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Western District of Michigan, and 
prior to taking the bench, he practiced law with Dykema Gossett, PLLC in Grand Rapids and served 
as in-house counsel to National City Corp. and its bank and nonbank subsidiaries. As a member of 
National City’s insolvency practice group, he worked primarily with distressed commercial transac-
tions, including National City’s aircraft lease portfolio and troubled automotive-supplier loans. Prior 
to attending law school, he served as a legislative analyst for the Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corp. 
(Freddie Mac). Judge Dales received his bachelor’s degree from the University of Michigan in 1987 
and his J.D. from the George Washington University Law School.
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Rebecca R. DeMarb is a senior managing director with Development Specialists, Inc. in Madison, 
Wis. She practiced law for nearly 25 years and joined DSI in 2021 to expand her fiduciary practice. 
Among other roles, Ms. DeMarb has served as a state and federal court receiver since first being 
appointed as a chapter 128 receiver in Wisconsin more than 15 years ago. She is AV-rated by Martin-
dale-Hubbell. In 2014, she was a winner of the eighth annual M&A Advisor Turnaround Award, and 
in 2016 she was a winner of the tenth annual M&A Advisor Small Transaction Award. In 2015, she 
received the Turnaround Management Association’s Midwest and National Awards. Ms. DeMarb is 
a member of the Bankruptcy, Insolvency & Creditors’ Rights Section of the State Bar of Wisconsin, 
the Western District of Wisconsin Bar Association, ABI and the Turnaround Management Associa-
tion. She served on the board for the Bankruptcy, Insolvency & Creditors’ Rights Section of the State 
Bar of Wisconsin from 2013-16, and in 2018, she founded the Wisconsin Network of the Interna-
tional Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation, for which she has served as its co-chair 
and as vice director of Spring Programs on the IWIRC International Management Committee. Ms. 
DeMarb received her J.D. in 1997 from the University of Wisconsin.

Daniel F. Dooley, CTP is a principal and CEO at MorrisAnderson in Chicago, where he man-
ages the firm’s distressed business consulting practice. He has a national reputation in turnaround 
management, operations improvement, debt restructuring and assuming C-level positions for cli-
ents. Mr. Dooley is a frequent speaker at industry conferences and a regular published author for 
industry periodicals. He has served multi-year terms on the board of directors of both the Turn-
around Management Association (TMA), for which he served as president of its Chicago chapter, 
and ABI. Mr. Dooley has planned and implemented significant financial improvements for clients 
in many industries, including aerospace, agriculture, automotive, capital equipment, distribution, 
food, health care, metals, oil and gas, restaurants and transportation. Prior to joining MorrisAnder-
son in 1997, he served as an executive with several Fortune 500 manufacturers, including Illinois 
Tool Works (ITW), an industrial manufacturer, and Allied Signal, an automotive electronics and 
aerospace manufacturer. He has served on board of directors and been a key advisor to small and 
large corporations and nonprofit organizations. Mr. Dooley has successfully managed numerous 
projects for middle-market companies and assumed dozens of interim-management positions as an 
independent director, CEO, CRO and CFO for client companies nationwide. During his career, he 
has negotiated numerous transactions involving debt-restructuring, supplier accommodations and 
business sales. Mr. Dooley specializes in the development and implementation of cost-reduction and 
restructuring plans, as well as restructuring negotiations between companies and their creditors. He 
educates company ownership and management on realistic business plans, implementation of cost 
and liquidity improvements, and effective end-game strategies for clients. He also collaborates with 
management on issues related to turnaround, restructuring plans and business sales. Mr. Dooley has 
achieved results for companies in the automotive, aerospace, agriculture, capital equipment, met-
als, health care, transportation, food, distribution, oil and gas, and real estate industries. He is also 
a contributing author to The Chief Restructuring Officer’s Guide to Bankruptcy: Views fom Leading 
Insolvency Professionals (ABI 2013). Mr. Dooley received his B.B.A. and M.B.A. in finance from 
the University of Minnesota Carlson School of Management.

Prof. Matthew L.M. Fletcher is the Harry Burns Hutchins Collegiate Professor of Law at the Uni-
versity of Michigan Law School in Ann Arbor, Mich. He teaches and writes in the areas of federal In-
dian law, American Indian tribal law, Anishinaabe legal and political philosophy, constitutional law, 
federal courts and legal ethics. Prof. Fletcher sits as the Chief Justice of the Grand Traverse Band 
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of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians, the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians and the Poarch Band of 
Creek Indians. He also sits as an appellate judge for several other tribal nations and is a member of 
the Grand Traverse Band. Prof. Fletcher received his undergraduate degree from the University of 
Michigan in 1994 and his J.D. from the University of Michigan Law School in 1997.

Matthew T. Gensburg is senior counsel with Gensburg Calandriello & Kanter, P.C. in Chicago 
and leads the firm’s bankruptcy, commercial litigation and restructuring practice group, with an em-
phasis in financial services. He has more than 30 years of legal experience in bankruptcy, financial 
restructuring and related matters On behalf of secured and unsecured lenders, lessors, creditors’ 
committees and debtors in all phases of corporate reorganizations and debt structuring, he manages 
breach-of-contract, settlement agreements, civil lawsuits, collections, post-judgment enforcement, 
and the purchase and sale of assets. Mr. Gensburg is the former chair and current member of the Chi-
cago Bar Association’s Pro Bono Bankruptcy Committee, and throughout his career he has assisted 
pro se debtors with various aspects of chapter 7 and 13 bankruptcy cases before the U.S. District 
Court in the Northern District of Illinois. In addition to monitoring the committee’s cases and man-
aging his own pro bono cases, Mr. Gensburg oversees fundraising and lawyer recruitment on behalf 
of the CBA committee. He was the past program chair and is a current advisory board member ABI’s 
Central States Bankruptcy Workshop. As a frequent lecturer to business and professional groups, Mr. 
Gensburg instructs loan officers and attorneys on the Bankruptcy and Uniform Commercial Codes 
and statutory state options. Earlier in his career, he lectured as a faculty member of the American 
Bankers Association’s National Commercial Lending School and Commercial Lending Graduate 
School, as well as to members of the National Business Institute on bankruptcy law and procedure. 
He is a frequent author and contributor to industry publications and formerly published  a monthly 
“Business and the Law” column in the Kane, McHenry and Lake County Business Journals for many 
years. He also contributed to Pratt’s Journal of Bankruptcy Law. He has also published course ma-
terials on behalf of the National Business Institute and Lorman Educational Services. Mr. Gensburg 
formerly served on the Board of Editors of the Annual Survey of Bankruptcy Law. He received his 
B.A. in 1980 from the University of Michigan and his J.D. in 1983 from Emory University School 
of Law.

Virginia E. George is a partner at Steinhilber Swanson, LLP in Oshkosh, Wis., and has served as 
a chapter 7 panel trustee in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court of the Eastern District of Wisconsin (Mil-
waukee Division) since 1999. She primarily concentrates her practice in bankruptcy and insolvency 
matters. Ms. George has served as operating receiver in state and federal court and represented a 
national lender in its Special Assets Division. Some of her notable outcomes include collecting a $20 
million Petroleum Environmental Clean-up Fund Act portfolio for a national lender and winning the 
largest punitive damage verdict in state history for 27 families defrauded by a bank. Most recently, 
she successfully negotiated the sale of “The Bull Golf Course,” all during a statewide COVID-19 
shutdown, and negotiated and won approval of the sale of ITO Industries, a shuttered electric bare-
board manufacturer, both in her role as chapter 7 trustee. She is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-
Hubbell. Ms. George received her J.D. from Marquette University Law School.

Gregory M. Gotwald is a partner with Plews Shadley Racher & Braun LLP in Indianapolis and 
focuses his litigation practice on insurance-coverage law. He co-leads the firm’s COVID-19 insur-
ance recovery work, helping businesses recovery lost income from the coronavirus pandemic. Mr. 
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Gotwald has experience with various types of insurance policies, including commercial general li-
ability (CGL), first-party property (including business income/business interruption), product liabil-
ity, director and officer (D&O), errors and omissions (E&O), fidelity, crime and pollution-liability 
policies. He works on high-stakes cases with hundreds of millions of dollars at issue, as well as 
small individual cases. He advises corporate clients on potential gaps in their coverage programs, 
and also has experience with broker-liability claims. In recognition of this work, he has been named 
a Fellow of the American College of Coverage Counsel. Additionally, Mr. Gotwald handles environ-
mental cases, involving the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability 
Act (CERCLA), the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA), Indiana’s Environmental Liability Act (ELA), and other statutory and com-
mon-law claims. He also has litigated various other complex matters involving construction defects, 
breach of contract and other business-related matters. He served as the firm’s managing partner and 
on its management committee for multiple years. Mr. Gotwald has been listed in The Best Lawyers 
in America for Insurance Law each year since 2020 and has been listed in Indiana Super Lawyers for 
Insurance Coverage annually since 2018. He received his B.S. in chemical engineering in 2001 from 
the Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology and his J.D. cum laude in 2004 from Vermont Law School.

Hon. John T. Gregg is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Michigan in Grand Rap-
ids, appointed on July 17, 2014. Previously, he was a partner with the law firm of Barnes & Thorn-
burg LLP, where he focused on corporate restructuring, bankruptcy and other insolvency matters. 
Judge Gregg served as chair of the education committee of the National Conference of Bankruptcy 
Judges for 2022, serves on the ABI’s Board of Directors, was recently inducted as a Fellow of the 
American College of Bankruptcy, and is a member of the American Law Institute. He is a frequent 
writer and speaker on bankruptcy and other commercial issues, and he has written and co-edited nu-
merous secondary sources, including Collier Guide to Chapter 11, published by LexisNexis; Strate-
gies for Secured Creditors in Workouts and Foreclosures, published by ALI-ABA; Issues for Sup-
pliers and Customers of Financially Troubled Auto Suppliers, published by ABI; Michigan Security 
Interests in Personal Property, published by the Institute of Continuing Legal Education; Handling 
Consumer and Small Business Bankruptcies in Michigan, published by the Institute of Continu-
ing Legal Education; Interrupted! Understanding Bankruptcy’s Effects on Manufacturing Supply 
Chains, published by ABI; and Receiverships in Michigan, published by the Institute of Continuing 
Legal Education. Judge Gregg received his B.A. in 1996 from the University of Michigan and his 
J.D. in 2002 from DePaul University College of Law.

Hon. Lisa S. Gretchko is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Michigan in Detroit, 
sworn in on April 5, 2021. Prior to her judicial appointment, she spent more than four decades as a 
bankruptcy/creditors’ rights attorney and represented nearly every constituency in bankruptcy courts 
around the country, including secured creditors, unsecured creditors’ committees, landlords, licen-
sors of intellectual property, customers, suppliers, business debtors and trustees. Judge Gretchko has 
written and lectured extensively for various organizations on numerous bankruptcy and creditors’ 
rights issues. From April 2018-April 2022, she served as ABI’s Vice President-Publications, as a 
member of ABI’s Executive Committee and Board of Directors, and as ABI’s Publications Commit-
tee chair. Judge Gretchko is a former Executive Editor of the ABI Journal and a former co-chair of 
the ABI’s Unsecured Trade Creditors Committee, which named her 2014 Committee Person of the 
Year. She also has been named in Michigan Super Lawyers and The Best Lawyers in America, and 
she was honored as a Woman in the Law by Michigan Lawyer’s Weekly in 2011. Judge Gretchko 
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received her B.A. with honors in 1976 from the University of Michigan, where she was elected Phi 
Beta Kappa, and her J.D. with honors in 1978 from the University of Detroit.

E. Philip Groben is a partner with Gensburg Calandriello & Kanter, P.C. in Chicago, where he 
focuses his practice on bankruptcy and commercial litigation. He represents a variety of clients in 
bankruptcy proceedings, including debtors, creditors, trustees and equity-holders. Mr. Groben has 
worked on complex chapter 11 restructurings, chapter 13 reorganizations and chapter 7 liquidations. 
He also has successfully defended favorable rulings on appeal to the Seventh Circuit Court of Ap-
peals. Mr. Groben represents clients in nonbankruptcy dissolution proceedings and assignments for 
the benefits of creditors. He has substantial commercial litigation experience in both state and fed-
eral courts. Mr. Groben has prosecuted and defended breach of contract and other commercial mat-
ters, brought foreclosure proceedings on behalf of secured lenders, negotiated favorable workouts 
with secured lenders, and enforced the rights of judgment creditors and debtors. He also has sued to 
set aside illegally obtained trust and will amendments, and has defended civil forfeiture matters. Mr. 
Groben served as a co-chair of the Chicago Bar Association’s Young Lawyers Section Bankruptcy 
Committee, and he organizes the group’s annual CLE seminar as well as monthly committee meet-
ings and presentations on a variety of topics including nondischargeability and domestic-support 
issues. He also served as the vice chair for the Chicago Bar Association’s Asset Protection Com-
mittee and is a regular speaker to industry groups, including ABI. Previously, Mr. Groben served 
as a judicial extern to Hon. Bruce W. Black of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District 
of Illinois and as an extern with the Office of the U.S. Trustee, Region 11. Prior to starting his legal 
career, he worked with durable goods manufacturers to streamline global supply chains and reduce 
inventory costs. Mr. Groben received his B.S. from Iowa State University in 2002 and his J.D. from 
the John Marshall Law School in Chicago in 2009.

Hon. Beth E. Hanan is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Wisconsin in Milwaukee 
and Green Bay, appointed in May 2015. Previously, she was an appellate lawyer and litigator in Wis-
consin, and served several terms as managing member of a trial practice boutique, Gass Weber Mul-
lins. Judge Hanan was chair of the Wisconsin Judicial Council and president of the Milwaukee Bar 
Association, and she remains a Fellow in the American Academy of Appellate Lawyers. Since join-
ing the bench, she has been the judicial co-chair of ABI’s annual Wedoff Consumer Conference (in 
2020 renamed the Consumer Practice Extravaganza) and has served as the bankruptcy representative 
to the Seventh Circuit Judicial Council (2019-21). She also chaired the Public Outreach committee 
of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges (NCBJ) from 2020-22 and is a member of NCBJ’s 
Ethics and International Judicial Relations committees. Judge Hanan received her undergraduate de-
gree from Marquette University and her J.D. in 1996 from the University of Wisconsin Law School.

Robert P. Handler, CTP is a managing member of Commercial Recovery Associates, LLC in Chi-
cago and has more than 30 years of professional experience in commercial financial transactions, with 
most of his involvement in managing turnaround situations and other financially and operationally 
distressed businesses. He has handled business reorganizations, acquisitions and mergers, and has 
acted in several fiduciary capacities such as independent director, federal and state court-appointed 
receiver, bankruptcy trustee, trustee/assignee for the benefit of creditors and CRO across the country, 
in various parts of the world, and in a wide variety of industries. As a founding member and general 
counsel to the specialty commercial lending divisions of each of Bank of America and The CIT 
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Group, Mr. Handler was responsible for the growth and success of each company’s commercial loan 
portfolio. In this role, he was charged with his company’s initiation, structuring, documentation and 
administration of all loans to financially distressed companies. Mr. Handler also previously practiced 
law in a commercial litigation firm, where he was engaged in all aspects of bankruptcy litigation on 
behalf of secured creditors, creditors’ committees and debtor clients. He is a subchapter V trustee 
and a member of ABI, the Turnaround Management Association and the Chicago Bar Association. 
Mr. Handler actively participates in and/or chairs various panel discussions nationwide concerning 
current issues in receiverships, turnarounds, bankruptcy and commercial financial transactions. He is 
also a regular contributor to the annual editions of Strategic Alternatives For and Against Distressed 
Businesses, published by Thomson Reuters, which discusses assignments for the benefit of creditors 
in Illinois. Mr. Handler received his B.A. from Grinnell College and his J.D. from the University of 
Iowa College of Law.

Ariane R. Holtschlag is partner with FactorLaw in Chicago and serves as a member of the panel of 
chapter 7 bankruptcy trustees for the Northern District of Illinois. In her legal practice, she focuses 
primarily on consumer bankruptcy, representing debtors, trustees and creditors in chapters 7, 11 and 
13, as well as in bankruptcy-related litigation. In 2017, Ms. Holtschlag was chosen as one of ABI’s 
inaugural “40 Under 40” award recipients in recognition of her achievements. She also served as a 
commissioner on ABI’s Commission on Consumer Bankruptcy and in 2018 testified before congress 
on chapter 7 trustee fees. Ms. Holtschlag received her undergraduate degree in 2004 from Illinois 
Wesleyan University and her J.D. from the University of Iowa in 2007.

Marcus D. Hudson, CPA, CMA, CTP, CIRA, CTA is a senior managing director with Calderone 
Advisory Group, LLC in Southfield, Mich., and has more than 25 years of financial executive lead-
ership, consulting and advisory experience across a broad range of industries, including manufac-
turing, municipalities and utilities. He specializes in balance-sheet restructuring, pricing and cost-
optimization, crisis management, risk management and organizational redesign. Prior to joining 
Calderone Advisory Group, Mr. Hudson served as the CFO and treasurer at both the Wayne County 
Airport Authority and the Detroit Water and Sewer System. During his time in municipal leadership, 
he oversaw the spin-off of $5 billion of Detroit’s local water and wastewater system assets from 
the broader regional system, and the issuance of more than $4 billion in taxable and nontaxable 
bonds for the construction of airport and utility infrastructure. Before his time in municipal leader-
ship, Mr. Hudson served in senior leadership at Tecumseh Products Co., a global manufacturer of 
residential and commercial refrigeration compressors, and BBK, Ltd., a boutique financial advisory 
and turnaround firm. While at Tecumseh, he served as vice president and treasurer, where he was 
responsible for cash management, corporate strategy, and the maintenance of Tecumseh’s $1 billion 
currency and commodity hedging portfolio. He also served as vice president of Supply Chain, Pur-
chasing, & Commodity Risk Management, where he oversaw global supply and logistical activity 
of Tecumseh’s $700 million annual buy. While at BBK, Mr. Hudson served as senior director in the 
firm’s Corporate Advisory and Crisis Management Groups, where he specialized in providing finan-
cial advisory and interim-management services to numerous distressed and financially challenged 
organizations with a special focus on manufacturing entities. He has negotiated numerous accom-
modation agreements, DIP facilities and § 363 asset sales for organizations ranging from $5 million 
to $2 billion in annual sales. Mr. Hudson is also the founder of Hudson & Associates, a financial 
advisory firm focused on supplier, currency and commodity risk management. He received his B.A. 
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in accounting from Michigan State University and his M.B.A. from the University of Michigan Ross 
School of Business.

Elizabeth L. Janczak is a partner in the Bankruptcy and Financial Restructuring Practice of Smith, 
Gambrell & Russell, LLP in Chicago. She previously was a partner at Freeborn & Peters, which 
combined with the firm in 2023. Ms. Janczak has represented creditors’ committees, debtors, post-
confirmation trustees, and creditors in a variety of chapter 11 proceedings, including §  363 sale 
transactions, chapter 11 plan confirmation, executory contract litigation, breach-of-fiduciary-duty 
litigation, and various chapter 5 avoidance actions. In addition to her restructuring experience, she is 
experienced in chapter 7 liquidation proceedings, having represented trustees and creditors in avoid-
ance action litigation, involuntary petitions for bankruptcy relief, nondischargeability actions and 
appellate proceedings. In addition to her bankruptcy practice, Ms. Janczak has represented plaintiffs 
and defendants in litigation arising under the Perishable Agricultural Commodities Act (PACA) in 
federal courts across the country and before the USDA. She also has vetted PACA claims in chapter 
11 cases as both special PACA counsel to the debtor and as creditors’ committee counsel. Before join-
ing Freeborn, Ms. Janczak was a staff law clerk for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Northern Dis-
trict of Illinois and for Hon. Bruce W. Black. She received her B.A. magna cum laude from Loyola 
University and her J.D. magna cum laude from University of Illinois College of Law, where she was 
a recipient of the Harno Scholar and the CALI Excellence Award, and a notes editor of the University 
of Illinois Journal of Law, Technology & Policy.

Deanne M. Koll is an attorney and shareholder at Bakke Norman, S.C. in Menomonie, Wis., where 
her practice includes assisting clients with analyzing and litigating creditors’ rights in bankruptcy, 
complex commercial collections, state insolvency proceedings and out-of-court business reorganiza-
tions. She recently was elected to the statewide position of Treasurer for the State Bar of Wisconsin, 
a position she will hold for two years. Ms. Koll is a current board member for the Wisconsin Trust 
Account Foundation, which assists civil legal aid organizations in Wisconsin to increase access to 
justice. She is also vice chair of the Wisconsin Law Foundation, the charitable arm of the State Bar 
of Wisconsin. In addition, she serves her local hospital as secretary and finance chair. Ms. Koll was 
recently appointed by the Wisconsin Supreme Court to the board of administrative oversight for the 
Office of Lawyer Regulation. Super Lawyers has recognized her as a “Rising Star” every year since 
2010 and as a “Super Lawyer” beginning in 2022. She is licensed to practice in both Wisconsin and 
Minnesota. Ms. Koll received her undergraduate degree magna cum laude from the University of 
Wisconsin-Oshkosh and her J.D. cum laude from William Mitchell College of Law in 2006.

Laura Krucks is a restructuring associate with Winston & Strawn LLP in Chicago. She represents 
clients in bankruptcy and restructuring transactions across a variety of industries, including oil and gas, 
retail and technology. She also advises clients on liability management and out-of-court restructuring 
transactions. Ms. Krucks has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America as one of the “Ones to Watch” 
for Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law from 2021-23. She 
received her B.A. in English literature from DePauw University and her J.D. magna cum laude from 
Loyola University Chicago School of Law, where she served as an editor for the Loyola University 
Chicago Law Journal.
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Ross M. Kwasteniet is a partner in the Restructuring Group of Kirkland & Ellis LLP in Chica-
go, where his practice is centered around the representation of distressed companies in all aspects 
of chapter 11 reorganizations and out-of-court restructurings. He also has experience representing 
both buyers and sellers of distressed assets. Most recently, Turnarounds & Workouts recognized 
Mr. Kwasteniet as a 2021 “Outstanding Restructuring Lawyer.” He also was recognized in the 2021 
edition of IFLR1000, and in 2019, he was recognized as a Dealmaker of the Year by The American 
Lawyer. Mr. Kwasteniet was listed in the 2018-22 editions of Chambers USA and was selected by 
Law360 as one of seven Bankruptcy “Rising Stars for 2016” in its list of top attorneys under 40. He 
received his B.A. in world history in 1999 from Calvin University and his J.D. cum laude in 2001 
from the University of Michigan Law School.

Nicholas S. Laue is a partner at Keller & Almassian, PLC in Grand Rapids, Mich., where his practice 
includes representing creditors, lenders, debtors and asset-buyers in both the consumer and corporate 
bankruptcy arena. He regularly represents clients in state and federal commercial litigation matters. 
He also has considerable experience prosecuting and defending adversary proceedings in the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Courts for the Western and Eastern Districts of Michigan. Before joining Keller & Al-
massian, PLC, Mr. Laue was an attorney for the Michigan Court of Appeals, Research Division. He 
graduated magna cum laude from the University of Toledo College and is a member of the University 
of Toledo College of Law Chapter of the Order of the Coif.

Hon. Thomas M. Lynch is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois in Rockford, 
appointed in January 2013. Prior to his appointment, he practiced law in Chicago. For nearly 30 years 
he tried cases throughout the U.S., representing clients in business disputes and bankruptcy and com-
mercial matters. Prior to attending law school, Judge Lynch was an economic analyst and executive 
with state and local government. He is an adjunct faculty member at the Northwestern University 
Pritzker School of Law, and is a member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and ABI, 
among other organizations. Judge Lynch received his undergraduate degree from the University of 
Dayton, his Master’s degree from the University of Chicago and his J.D. from Northwestern Univer-
sity’s School of Law, for which he is a member of its adjunct faculty.

Anthony J. Miller is an attorney with Osipov Bigelman, P.C. in Southfield, Mich. Admitted to the Bar 
in 2008, he represents trustees, debtors, creditors and other parties-in-interest in all aspects of chapter 7, 
11 (including subchapter V), 12 and 13 bankruptcy proceedings. Mr. Miller frequently handles complex 
chapter 7 and 13 matters, as well as individual and corporate reorganizations in chapter 11. He has been 
admitted to practice in Pennsylvania and in all state and federal courts in Michigan. Mr. Miller received 
his B.A. from Michigan State University and his J.D. with high honors from Michigan State University 
College of Law.

Hon. Robyn L. Moberly is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Indiana in In-
dianapolis and served a seven-year term as Chief Judge. She served on the superior court bench in 
Indianapolis from January 1997 until her appointment to the bankruptcy court. In state court, she pre-
sided over major felony court for four years and civil court for 12 years. Prior to her judicial service, 
Judge Moberly was a general practitioner for 17 years. She served as president of the IU McKinney 
School of Law Alumni Association and of the Indiana Judges Association, as president and board 
member of the Indianapolis Bar Association, as board member of the Indiana Judicial Conference, 
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and as associate presiding judge of the Marion Superior Court. Judge Moberly has been recognized 
for her contributions to our community by receiving the Indianapolis Bar Association’s President’s 
Award, the Board of Directors Award and the Indianapolis Bar Association’s Pro Bono Award. She 
also received the 2016 Indianapolis Business Journal’s Women of Influence award, the Distinguished 
Barrister award by the Indiana Lawyer newspaper, the Woman of Achievement award by Ball State 
University, and the Woman for All Seasons by the St. Thomas Moore Society. She also received the 
Silver Gavel in 2022. Judge Moberly received her J.D. cum laude in 1978 from the Indiana Univer-
sity McKinney School of Law.

Hon. Mina Nami Khorrami is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Ohio in Co-
lumbus and was appointed on Sept. 10, 2021, by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit. 
She began her career in St. Louis, Mo., where she practiced bankruptcy law and litigation as an as-
sociate with the firms of Vogler & Associates and then with Compton, Wells & Hamburg. While she 
practiced in St. Louis, she successfully argued a case before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eighth 
Circuit. In 1991, Judge Nami Khorrami relocated to Columbus to open her own firm. Her practice 
focused on more complex chapter 7 and 13 bankruptcies, including arguing before the Bankruptcy 
Appellate Panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit. She also handled general civil 
litigation, foreclosure defense, and issues relevant to small businesses. Prior to her appointment to 
the bench, she also served as a chapter 7 panel trustee. Judge Nami Khorrami has served on numer-
ous committees of the Columbus Bankruptcy Bar and was a frequent speaker at CLE programs. She 
has long been committed to bankruptcy pro bono service in the Columbus community, and in 2013 
she received the Columbus Bar Association and Foundation Award for her involvement in the imple-
mentation of the chapter 7 bankruptcy pro bono project in Columbus. Judge Nami Khorrami also 
served as vice-chair of the court’s Attorney Advisory Committee and as co-chair of its Consumer/
Small Business subcommittee. She is a past co-chair of the Columbus chapter of the International 
Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC) and a past co-chair of the Bankruptcy 
Law Institute’s (BLI’s) Planning Committee. She also served on the board of trustees for the Credit 
Education Coalition (CEC) and was a member of the Chapter 13 Liaison Committee. Judge Nami 
Khorrami received her B.S. in business administration from the University of Missouri-St. Louis and 
her J.D. from Valparaiso University School of Law.

Brittany S. Ogden is a partner at the Madison, Wis., office of Quarles & Brady LLP and is the national 
co-chair of its Bankruptcy, Restructuring & Creditor’s Rights Practice Group. She is a seasoned trial 
attorney experienced with representing financial institutions and other secured creditors, servicers, trade 
creditors, equipment and leasing companies, and agricultural entities in state and federal courts through-
out the country. Ms. Ogden is commonly involved with chapter 7, 11, 12 and 13 bankruptcy proceedings 
and receiverships, including chapter 128 cases. She is admitted to practice law in New York, Wisconsin, 
the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of New York, and the U.S. District Courts for the East-
ern and Western Districts of Wisconsin. Ms. Ogden is a member of the American Bar Association, ABI, 
the Turnaround Management Association, IWIRC and the James E. Doyle American Inns of Court. She 
also is an active member of the Equipment Leasing and Finance Association, for which she co-chaired 
its Amicus Brief Committee and is the recipient of its 2022 Michael J. Fleming Distinguished Service 
Award. Ms. Ogden received her undergraduate degree from the University of Wisconsin-Madison in 
1996 and her J.D. from Syracuse University College of Law in 1999.



2023 CENTRAL STATES BANKRUPTCY WORKSHOP

668

Eric C. Peterson is Of Counsel with Spencer Fane LLP in St. Louis, Mo., where he represents com-
panies in need of financial restructuring whether through bankruptcy, receivership or workout nego-
tiations. He represents banks, investors, creditors and financial institutions in maximizing recoveries 
on unpaid debt. He is also trained as a mediator. Mr. Peterson’s clients range from start-ups to Fortune 
100 firms, and from community banks to large national lenders. He commonly represents creditors’ 
committees and others in connection with large chapter 11 cases. He also acts as a court-appointed 
receiver for operating companies when necessary to preserve the value of ongoing operations. Mr. 
Peterson is a frequent speaker and writer on business restructuring, financial litigation, commercial 
receivership, bankruptcy and insolvency law. He authored the Missouri Commercial Receivership Act 
Manual and Practitioner’s Guidebook, published by the Missouri Bar, and is an author of or contribu-
tor to books and articles published by the American Bar Association, ABI and others. Mr. Peterson 
presents several panel discussions annually, including in 2018 at the annual Missouri Judicial Col-
lege. As chair of the Missouri Bar Subcommittee on Commercial Receivership, he has been credited 
with leading the drafting and creation of the Missouri Commercial Receivership Act (MCRA), which 
governs commercial receivership proceedings in Missouri. The MCRA has also been used as a model 
by practitioners in other states seeking to refine and reform receivership statutes outside of Missouri. 
Mr. Peterson received his M.B.A. from Washington University in St. Louis and his J.D. from Boston 
University.

Jeffery P. Phillips is an attorney with Murphy Desmond Lawyers S.C. in Madison, Wis., and assists 
creditors and debtors in bankruptcy, business reorganizations and commercial litigation. His bankruptcy 
experience includes representing Wisconsin-based clients as debtors and creditors in chapter 7, 11 and 
13 cases, including adversary proceedings and related litigation. Mr. Phillips has represented clients 
including debtors, creditors, receivers and trustees in Wisconsin chapter 128 receivership proceedings, 
collections, foreclosures, and other commercial and business litigation matters. He has assisted clients 
across a range of industries, including finance, manufacturing, food/beverage and construction. In ad-
dition to debtor and creditor rights matters, Mr. Phillips handles civil litigation matters, including col-
lections, contractual disputes and construction litigation. He also handles business transactional work 
such as contract drafting, negotiating and disputes. Mr. Phillips is admitted to practice in Illinois and 
Wisconsin, and was listed as a Wisconsin Super Lawyers “Rising Star” from 2013-21. He received his 
B.A. in film/cinema/video studies in 2003 from the University of Michigan and his J.D. in 2006 from 
the University of Wisconsin Law School.

Peter J. Roberts is a member of Cozen O’Connor in Chicago and represents clients in all matters of 
commercial insolvency, including bankruptcies, workouts, receiverships, assignments for the benefit 
of creditors, UCC Article 9 sales and related litigation. He develops workout strategies for debtors 
and creditors, formulates and executes plans of reorganization, navigates asset sales in distressed situ-
ations, and litigates cases in state and federal courts. In addition, he has extensive trial and appellate 
experience, including several appeals before the Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals. Mr. Roberts typi-
cally works with debtors, creditors’ committees, trustees, equity receivers, assignees for the benefit of 
creditors, prospective buyers of distressed assets, financial institutions, equipment lessors, landlords 
and trade creditors. His clients come from a range of industries, including construction, health care, 
lending, manufacturing, real estate, retailing, wholesaling, collectibles, jewelry, furniture, trucking 
and biotechnology. Mr. Roberts has been recognized by Chambers & Partners USA, Super Lawyers 
and The Best Lawyers in America. He is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubble and has been named an Il-
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linois Leading Lawyer by the Law Bulletin Publishing Company. Mr. Roberts received his A.B. in 
history cum laude from Boston College in 1987 and his J.D. from Duke University School of Law.

William J. Rochelle, III is ABI’s editor-at-large, based in New York. He joined ABI in 2015 and 
writes every day on developments in consumer and reorganization law. For the prior nine years, Mr. 
Rochelle was the bankruptcy columnist for Bloomberg News. Before turning to journalism, he prac-
ticed bankruptcy law for 35 years, including 17 years as a partner in the New York office of Fulbright 
& Jaworski LLP. In addition to writing, Mr. Rochelle travels the country for ABI, speaking to bar 
groups and professional organizations on hot topics in the turnaround community and trends in con-
sumer bankruptcies. He earned his undergraduate and law degrees from Columbia University, where 
he was a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar.

Laurel D. Roglen is Of Counsel with Ballard Spahr LLP in Wilmington, Del., where she focuses 
her practice on corporate bankruptcy and restructuring, commercial bankruptcy, and workout and 
restructuring matters. She represents corporations as debtors and debtors-in-possession in chapter 
11 bankruptcy proceedings, as well as commercial retail landlords, trade vendors, committees and 
purchasers of assets through § 363 sales in bankruptcy matters, regularly counseling clients on their 
rights in bankruptcy cases, in addition to negotiating lease amendments, agreements and settlements. 
Ms. Roglen also is experienced in bankruptcy-related litigation and issues at the intersection of envi-
ronmental and bankruptcy law. She currently represents the City of Chester, Pa., in its ongoing chap-
ter 9 bankruptcy case and is admitted to practice in Delaware and New York. Ms. Roglen received 
her B.A. in 2008 from Pennsylvania State University and her J.D. cum laude in 2011 from Hofstra 
University School of Law, where she received ABI’s Medal of Excellence, the American College of 
Bankruptcy Distinguished Law Student award and the Benjamin Weintraub and Alan Resnick Bank-
ruptcy Law Award, and was managing editor of articles for the Hofstra Law Review.

Melissa M. Root is a partner with Jenner & Block in Chicago and is a member of the firm’s Restruc-
turing and Bankruptcy, Bankruptcy Litigation, Energy and ERISA Litigation practices. In addition, 
she is the co-chair of the firm’s Hiring Executive Committee and a member of its Diversity and In-
clusion Committee. Ms. Root’s experience representing creditors, committees, debtors, examiners 
and trustees in complex financial restructuring matters and high-stakes bankruptcy litigation. She 
currently serves as counsel to USA Gymnastics in its chapter 11 case, and a significant part of her 
practice includes representing committees of retired employees. She currently represents the official 
committee of government retirees in the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico’s Title III case, and she pre-
viously represented retiree committees in the Budd Co., American Airlines and Walter Energy cases. 
Ms. Root also frequently represents parties in bankruptcy-related appellate matters. She served as 
counsel for the prevailing petitioners before the U.S. Supreme Court in Wellness International Net-
work, Limited v. Sharif, and also served as counsel for the American Bar Association in connection 
with its amicus curiae brief in Executive Benefits Insurance Agency v. Arkinson, and as counsel for 
the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees in connection with its amicus curiae brief filed in 
the U.S. Supreme Court in Baker Botts L.L.P. and Jordan, Hyden, Womble, Culbreth & Hozer, P.C. v. 
Asarco LLC. Ms. Root devotes significant time to pro bono work and currently represents a class of 
former students in the ITT Technical Institute bankruptcy case. She is active in ABI, for which she 
serves on the advisory committee for several conferences, and she was honored as one of ABI’s “40 
Under 40” in its 2017 inaugural class. Ms. Root received her B.A. magna cum laude in 2000 from 
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Bowling Green State University and her J.D. cum laude in 2003 from the University of Michigan 
Law School.

Mac Rowland is a managing director with Harney Partners in Chicago. Over a more-than-30-year 
career including roles as CFO, CRO and turnaround consultant, he has provided specialized expertise 
to companies undergoing change during any stage of their lifecycle, including financial distress, sale 
and divestiture, capital restructuring, market growth and insolvency. He previously spent two decades 
in the automotive industry. Mr. Rowland received his Bachelor’s degree in finance and economics 
from Central Michigan University and his M.B.A. from Oakland University.

Jennifer M. Schank is a shareholder with Fuhrman & Dodge, S.C. in Middleton, Wis., where she 
focuses her practice on debtor/creditor rights, bankruptcy, collections, litigation and real estate mat-
ters. Her practice includes representation of individuals and businesses in a wide variety of financial 
disputes. Ms. Schank has represented clients in state and federal courts in chapters 7, 11, 12 and 13, 
and in challenges to bankruptcy discharge, fraudulent transfers and various adversary proceedings. 
She is a member of the State Bar of Wisconsin, the Western District Bankruptcy Bar Association, and 
the Bankruptcy, Insolvency, and Creditors’ Rights Section of the State Bar of Wisconsin. Ms. Schank 
received her B.S. from the University of Wisconsin – Eau Claire and her J.D. from the University of 
Wisconsin.

Mark H. Shapiro is an attorney with Steinberg Shapiro & Clark in Southfield, Mich. He was ap-
pointed a chapter 7 panel trustee for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of Michigan, 
as well as a subchapter V trustee. Mr. Shapiro is admitted to practice before the the U.S. District 
Courts for the Eastern and Western Districts of Michigan, and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth 
Circuit. He is a member of the Federal Bar Association, the State Bar of Michigan, ABI and the Na-
tional Association of Bankruptcy Trustees, and he is a board member of the Consumer Bankruptcy 
Association. He is also a frequent speaker and a contributing author to ICLE’s Handling Consumer 
and Small Business Bankruptcies in Michigan. Mr. Shapiro received his B.A. in 1986 from Kalama-
zoo College and his J.D. in 1989 from Wayne State University Law School.

Hon. Paul E. Singleton is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Indiana in South 
Bend. After graduating from law school in 2009, he worked at Indiana Legal Services, where he prac-
ticed family and landlord/tenant law. He then joined the Family Justice Center of St. Joseph County, 
where he handled cases involving civil protective orders. Judge Singleton’s professional experience 
includes private practice in employment law at Faegre Baker Daniels (now Faegre Drinker Biddle & 
Reath LLP) and serving as assistant city attorney for the City of South Bend. He also served as Mag-
istrate Judge for the St. Joseph Superior Court, where he presided over criminal and civil cases. Judge 
Singleton received his Bachelor’s degree with honors from Wake Forest University and his J.D. with 
Pro Bono Distinction from the Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law at Arizona State University. 
Before attending law school, he taught social studies for Teach for America at National Academy 
Foundation High School in Baltimore.

Ronald A. Spinner is a principal in Miller, Canfield, Paddock and Stone, P.L.C.’s Bankruptcy, Re-
structuring, and Insolvency Practice Group in Detroit. He specializes in bankruptcy litigation, in-
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cluding preference and fraudulent transfer prosecution and defense. He also counsels clients on deal 
structure prior to bankruptcy. Mr. Spinner has written and presented on many bankruptcy topics, 
including preference law and developments related to the Small Business Reorganization Act (sub-
chapter V). More recently, he has authored a number of articles on how cryptocurrencies are handled 
in bankruptcies and workout settings. Two of these articles have been published in the Norton Jour-
nal of Bankruptcy Law and Practice (“Decrypting Crypto - Cryptocurrency Basics for Bankruptcies 
and Workouts,” Vol. 31, No. 6 Dec. 2022; and “Caution - Construction Ahead:  Reworking the UCC 
for Cryptocurrencies,” Vol. 32, No. 1 Mar. 2023). He currently serves on the Programming Com-
mittee for the Detroit Chapter of the Turnaround Management Association. Mr. Spinner has been 
recognized as a top bankruptcy lawyer by DBusiness Magazine and received the “Go-To Thought 
Leadership Award” from The National Law Review in 2022. He received his M.S. in computer sci-
ence from Rutgers University, his M.B.A in marketing from New York University and his J.D. from 
the University of Michigan Law School.

Craig E. Stevenson is an attorney with DeWitt LLP in Madison, Wis., and chairs the firm’s Bank-
ruptcy practice group. He practices in the areas of creditors’ rights, business bankruptcy and liti-
gation. Mr. Stevenson represents debtors and creditors in all chapters of bankruptcy, foreclosures, 
receiverships, workouts, and state and federal litigation. As debtor’s counsel, he has assisted many 
types of businesses, including dealerships, manufacturing companies, commercial and residential 
rental properties, restaurants, hotels, and farms, as well as individuals, in chapters 11 and 12. Mr. Ste-
venson has handled many complex cases for individuals under chapters 7 and 13. He also represents 
secured and unsecured creditors in both bankruptcy and nonbankruptcy matters. Mr. Stevenson has 
presented at a number of seminars, including those hosted by the State Bar of Wisconsin, the National 
Business Institute and the Western District of Wisconsin Bankruptcy Bar. He received his B.B.A. cum 
laude from DePauw University and his J.D. from the University of Wisconsin Law School.

Tricia S. Terry is a founding partner of Marrs & Terry, PLLC in Ann Arbor, Mich., established 1999. 
She has focused primarily on chapter 13 practice in both the Eastern and Western Districts of Michigan 
since 2001. The firm’s practice involves a heavy mix of bankruptcy, family law, probate and estate-
planning issues and the interactions they have with each other. Ms. Terry is a member of the Washtenaw 
County Bar Association, the National Association of Chapter Thirteen Trustees, ABI and the National 
Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys. She received her B.S. in criminal justice with honors 
from Eastern Michigan University and her J.D. cum laude in 1998 from the Thomas M. Cooley Law 
School.

Iana A. Vladimirova, CPA is a bankruptcy attorney and commercial litigator in the Madison, Wis., 
office of Husch Blackwell. A former auditor for a Big Four accounting firm, she helps clients under-
stand bankruptcy and commercial litigation matters, and is experienced in all types of insolvency 
matters, having represented both debtors and creditors in chapter 7, 11, 12 and 13 proceedings, fore-
closure actions and state court receiverships. Ms. Vladimirova’s commercial litigation experience 
includes cases involving fraud, embezzlement, fraudulent transfers, Ponzi schemes and theft-by-con-
tractor, which often lead to bankruptcy filings. She has been recognized for her work in bankruptcy, 
creditor/debtor rights/insolvency and reorganization law in The Best Lawyers in America, and she 
was named a Wisconsin Super Lawyers “Rising Star.” In addition to her bankruptcy practice repre-
senting creditors, Ms. Vladimirova serves as a subchapter V trustee for the U.S. Bankruptcy Courts 
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for the Eastern and Western Districts of Wisconsin and the Northern District of Illinois, and she sits 
on the advisory board of ABI’s Central States Bankruptcy Workshop and on the board of IWIRC Wis-
consin. She received her undergraduate degree in accounting from Missouri Southern State Univer-
sity, her Master’s degree in accountancy from the University of Virginia, and her J.D. from Fordham 
University School of Law.

A.J. Webb is a partner with Frost Brown Todd LLC in Cincinnati and counsels companies fac-
ing varying degrees of financial uncertainty and distress, working to proactively identify and assess 
insolvency issues. He represents secured/unsecured creditors, debtors, committees, purchasers and 
borrowers in all phases of bankruptcy and insolvency proceedings, with an emphasis on selling or 
acquiring distressed assets and assisting parties in restructurings or out-of-court workouts. Addition-
ally, he counsels clients on general corporate and commercial matters, as well as Uniform Commer-
cial Code matters (with an emphasis on health care receivables), and he has prosecuted or defended 
numerous avoidance actions. Prior to joining Frost Brown Todd, Mr. Webb was a financial sales 
associate for a major brokerage institution, and later worked for a nonprofit arts organization. His 
prior work experience provided him with a unique perspective on the myriad financial issues affect-
ing both for-profit and nonprofit entities. Mr. Webb received his B.A. cum laude in political science 
from Marshall University, where he was designated Outstanding Student in Political Science, and his 
J.D. from the University of Cincinnati College of Law, where he received the University Prize for the 
Second-Highest G.P.A., the Commercial Law Award for Highest Scholar in Contract, Commercial, 
and Bankruptcy Law, the Ernest Karam Prize and the Thompson Hine & Flory Prize.

Erin A. West is a shareholder with Godfrey & Kahn, S.C. in Madison, Wis., and has more than 10 
years of experience helping lenders, trade vendors, committees, debtors, buyers and other creditors 
navigate all facets of insolvency, bankruptcy and financial distress. This includes pre-bankruptcy ad-
vising and workouts, bankruptcy, and state court receivership proceedings. Prior to joining Godfrey & 
Kahn, Ms. West practiced bankruptcy and commercial litigation at a Madison law firm for five years, 
where she frequently appeared as counsel for a chapter 7 panel trustee. She is admitted to practice in 
Wisconsin and Minnesota, and before the Third and Seventh Circuit Courts of Appeals, and the U.S. 
District Courts for the Northern, Central and Southern Districts of Illinois, District of Minnesota, 
Eastern and Western Districts of Wisconsin and the Northern and Southern Districts of Indiana. Ms. 
West is Education Director of ABI’s Real Estate Committee, a member of the International Women’s 
Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation, and a past chair and treasurer of the Western District of 
Wisconsin Bankruptcy Bar. She is listed in Super Lawyers as a Wisconsin Rising Star (2011-present) 
and is recognized in The Best Lawyers in America as one of its “Ones to Watch” for Bankruptcy and 
Creditor/Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law from 2021-present. Ms. West received 
her B.S. from the University of Wisconsin-Madison in 2006 and her J.D. cum laude from the Univer-
sity of Minnesota Law School in 2009.

Scott A. Wolfson is practice lead of Corporate Bankruptcy & Restructuring and ADR/Facilitation at 
Wolfson Bolton Kochis in Troy, Mich., where he focuses on bankruptcy and insolvency, commercial 
litigation, business disputes and counseling, automotive supply chain issues, and ADR/facilitation. 
His clients have included distressed companies, corporate debtors in bankruptcy, unsecured creditors’ 
committees, preference and fraudulent transfer defendants, hospitals, tier-one and sub-tier suppliers, 
technology companies, start-ups, directors and officers, trade creditors, trustees, receivers, lenders, 
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landlords, tenants, asset-purchasers and lessors. Mr. Wolfson has experience representing original 
equipment manufacturers and suppliers, including ensuring the continuity of supply from nonper-
forming, financially distressed or bankrupt suppliers. His expertise is in representing customers in 
the enforcement of their contract rights with suppliers in both state and federal courts. Mr. Wolfson 
also has experience litigating lien disputes under Michigan’s Special Tools Lien Act and Molder’s 
Lien Act. He advises secured creditors in all aspects of loan workouts and restructurings, including 
creditors’ rights representation, and represents financially distressed companies restructuring in and 
out of court. He also represents purchasers of assets in bankruptcy and similar state court proceed-
ings, including litigation of sale procedures and disputes. Mr. Wolfson is a certified mediator and has 
mediated preference, fraudulent conveyance and commercial disputes, members of boards of direc-
tors, and corporate officers in breach-of-fiduciary-duty and derivative litigation. He also has criminal 
jury trial experience as defense counsel and as a former prosecutor for the Keweenaw Bay Indian 
Community. Mr. Wolfson has been named one of the top 100 lawyers in Michigan in the 2010-16 Su-
per Lawyers survey, and as one of the top 50 Michigan business lawyers from 2013-16, in Michigan 
Super Lawyers from 2009-17, in Michigan Rising Stars for 2008, in The Best Lawyers in America 
from 2010-18 (for which he was named Lawyer of the Year) and as one of the dbusiness Top Lawyers 
from 2010-18. He is a Fellow of the Oakland County Bar Foundation and is rated AV-Preeminent by 
Martindale-Hubbell. Mr. Wolfson received his B.A. from Michigan State University’s James Madi-
son College in 1992 and his J.D. cum laude from the University of Minnesota Law School in 1995, 
where he was a managing editor of the Law and Inequity Journal.

Hon. Christopher P. Yates joined the Michigan Court of Appeals on April 18, 2022, after serving for 
14 years as a trial judge on the Kent County Circuit Court in Grand Rapids. As an attorney, he clerked 
for Chief Judge James P. Churchill of the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Michigan 
and for Judge Ralph B. Guy, Jr., of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit. Judge Yates also 
worked as a federal prosecutor in Detroit, as an attorney-advisor in the Office of Legal Counsel at the 
U.S. Department of Justice in Washington, D.C., as Chief Federal Public Defender for the Western 
District of Michigan, and as a partner in two private law firms in Grand Rapids. Judge Yates is a past 
president of the Michigan Judges Association, the Grand Rapids Bar Association and the Gerald Ford 
American Inns of Court chapter. He is the 2019 recipient of the Hilda Gage Judicial Excellence Award 
from the Michigan Judges Association, the 2020 recipient of the Judicial Excellence Award from the 
Michigan Defense Trial Counsel and the 2022 recipient of the Judicial Lifetime Achievement Award 
from the American Board of Trial Advocates, and he is a member of the Michigan Supreme Court 
Committee on Model Civil Jury Instructions, as well as a four-time inductee into the Kalamazoo Col-
lege Athletic Hall of Fame as a tennis player. Judge Yates received his B.A. from Kalamazoo College 
in 1983 and his M.B.A. and J.D. from the University of Illinois in 1987.


