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Alpesh A. Amin, CTP is a managing director of Conway MacKenzie, Inc. in Chicago and has more 
than 20 years of experience in the areas of corporate finance, restructuring and management consult-
ing. He has served as an interim manager to companies and as an advisor to both companies and their 
stakeholders. Mr. Amin’s background includes corporate turnarounds and restructurings, strategic 
planning, business plan development and analysis, cash-flow and liquidity management, mergers 
and acquisitions advisory, debt/equity capital raises and transaction services. His industry experi-
ence includes automotive, building products, construction equipment, consumer products, direct 
marketing, distribution, financial services, food and beverage, gaming, grocery, health care, manu-
facturing, metals, packaging, printing and technology. Mr. Amin has advised both companies and 
their stakeholders involved in complex transformational phases such as business-model redesign, 
profit-enhancement, partial or entire company sale, capital raises, and mergers and acquisitions. 
He has also led several companies on an interim basis during corporate turnarounds and restruc-
turings. Previously, Mr. Amin was managing director at MorrisAnderson, where he specialized in 
working with underperforming companies and their stakeholders. Prior to MorrisAnderson, he held 
management-consulting positions with Huron Consulting Group, where he focused on restructurings 
and turnarounds, and with Bridge Associates, LLC, where he specialized in turnaround and inter-
im-management services. He also was part of Merrill Lynch’s Investment Banking Group, where 
he provided M&A advisory, and spent time working in Bank of America’s leveraged finance and 
syndications groups. Mr. Amin is a member of ABI and the Turnaround Management Association. 
He received his B.B.A. with concentrations in finance and management information systems from 
Miami University.

Hon. Janet S. Baer is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois in Chicago, ap-
pointed on March 5, 2012. She also acts on a regular basis as the presiding judge in the Northern Dis-
trict of Illinois for naturalization ceremonies. Previously, Judge Baer was a restructuring lawyer for 
more than 25 years and was involved in some of the most significant chapter 11 bankruptcy cases in 
the country. The majority of her practice focused on the representation of large, publicly held debt-
ors in both restructuring and chapter 11 matters, and she also represented companies in commercial 
litigation matters, including lender liability, fraud, breach of contract and breach of fiduciary duty. 
Prior to forming her own firm in 2009, Judge Baer was a partner at Kirkland & Ellis LLP, Winston & 
Strawn and Schwartz, Cooper, Greenberger & Krauss. She is a member of the ABI and NCBJ Boards 
of Directors, the CARE Advisory Board and the Chicago IWIRC Network Board, as well as several 
committees. She also is a frequent speaker for ABI, the ABA, the Chicago Bar Association, IWIRC 
and NCBJ, and she regularly acts as the presiding judge for the Northern District of Illinois in natu-
ralization ceremonies. Judge Baer earned her B.A. from the University of Wisconsin - Madison and 
her J.D. from DePaul College of Law.

Jason W. Bank is a member of Kerr, Russell and Weber, PLC in Detroit and chairs the firm’s Bank-
ruptcy and Restructuring Practice Group. He practices in the areas of commercial bankruptcy, out-
of-court workouts, corporate restructurings and creditors’ rights. Mr. Bank has successfully guided 
numerous businesses through out-of-court restructurings, chapter 11 reorganizations and other judi-
cial proceedings. He has negotiated resolutions of complex financial issues and debtor/creditor dis-
putes, and achieved consensual restructurings while avoiding bankruptcy or litigation. Mr. Bank is a 
certified mediator and vice chair of the Mediation Panel for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the East-
ern District of Michigan. He also is the former president of the Detroit Chapter of the Turnaround 
Management Association and served as adjunct professor of law at Michigan State University Col-
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lege of Law. Mr. Bank received his A.B. from the University of Michigan and his J.D. from Wayne 
State University Law School.

James A. Bartholomew, CTP, CPA is a partner with Lighthouse Management Group, Inc. in Still-
water, Minn., and has served as a strategic advisor and partner to large and mid-sized companies 
for more than 30 years. He provides client support in the areas of business turnaround, transition 
management, mergers and acquisitions, restructuring, business wind-down, and bankruptcy and 
litigation. Mr. Bartholomew has served in many interim C-suite roles, including CEO. He has also 
advised dozens of leadership teams on the reorganization or restructuring of their companies or 
financial obligations, and has served as a federal and state court-appointed receiver and liquidating 
agent in chapter 11 cases. Mr. Bartholomew was on the private committee that drafted the revised 
Minnesota statute on Receiverships and Assignments for the Benefit of Creditors, which were both 
signed into law in 2012. He is the founding director of the Minnesota Chapter of the Turnaround 
Management Association and is a member of the American College of Bankruptcy, the Minnesota 
Society of CPAs and the American Institute of CPAs. Mr. Bartholomew has been featured in the 
Journal of Corporate Renewal. He previously was a senior manager for Deloitte & Touche. Mr. Bar-
tholomew received his B.S. in accounting with high distinction from the University of Minnesota.

J. Thomas Beckett is a shareholder with Parsons Behle & Latimer in Salt Lake City and heads 
the firm’s bankruptcy practice group. He works in the firm’s litigation practice group and practices 
primarily in commercial litigation. For several years following the Great Recession, Mr. Beckett 
represented creditors’ committees in the bankruptcies of numerous high-end luxury resorts in Utah, 
Nevada and Montana. Over the length of his career, he has represented a diverse group of clients 
in chapter 11 bankruptcies: debtors, committees, committee members and committee chairs; trust-
ees and receivers; secured and unsecured creditors; bondholders, equityholders and royaltyholders; 
asset-acquirers, equipment lessors, Ponzi scheme victims, employees and independent contractors. 
He has represented clients in all manner of bankruptcy and creditor rights issues, including commer-
cial litigation in state and federal courts, out-of-court workouts, equitable subordination, lift-stays, 
plan confirmations, secured and unsecured financing, exculpation clauses, case conversion, allega-
tions of bad faith, and alter-ego and nondischargeability. Previously, Mr. Beckett was an associate 
in the financial workout department of Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy in New York City. He 
remains an active member of the New York State Bar Association. Mr. Beckett’s work experience 
includes one year on the staff of the U.S. Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on Constitutional Rights. 
He also completed three terms as chairman of the board of directors of Clark Planetarium. He cur-
rently serves on the Utah Supreme Court’s Ethics and Discipline Committee and has maintained a 
whitewater river guide’s license and wilderness first-responder certification for more than 30 years. 
Mr. Beckett received his B.A. from Brown University in 1979 and his M.B.A. in finance from New 
York University Stern School of Business Administration in 1986.

Kimberly Bedigian is an attorney with Stevenson & Bullock, P.L.C. in Southfield, Mich., where her 
practice focuses on representing consumer debtors in bankruptcy cases. She has been Board Certi-
fied in Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification since 2004. Ms. Bedigian 
is admitted to practice in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Michigan. She is a mem-
ber of ABI and the Consumer Bankruptcy Association. Ms. Bedigian received her undergraduate 
degree from the University of Michigan and her J.D. from the University of Detroit-Mercy.
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Brendan G. Best is a partner at Varnum LLP in Detroit and serves as chair of its Restructuring 
Group and co-chair of its Banking, Restructuring and Finance Practice Team. He focuses on com-
plex chapter 11 restructurings, out-of-court workouts and insolvency-related transactions and litiga-
tion. Mr. Best has experience advising stakeholders in insolvency-related matters across a wide array 
of industries. In recognition of his achievements in bankruptcy and restructuring, he is routinely 
honored as a top practitioner by publications that include DBusiness magazine, The Best Lawyers 
in America and Michigan Super Lawyers. Mr. Best is a board member and past president of the 
Turnaround Management Association’s Detroit Chapter, a longstanding ABI member, and a frequent 
writer and speaker on restructuring and bankruptcy-related topics. He received his B.A. cum laude 
in 1997 from The George Washington University and his J.D. cum laude in 2003 from Wayne State 
University Law School, where he was admitted to the Order of the Coif and was a member of the 
Wayne Law Review.

Sumner A. Bourne is a partner with Rafool & Bourne, P.C. in Peoria, Ill., where he represents debt-
ors, creditors and trustees on all sides of bankruptcy matters. He also currently serves a subchapter V 
pool trustee in the Central District of Illinois. Mr. Bourne is a frequent author and lecturer on bank-
ruptcy issues and has made presentations for ABI, the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees 
and the Illinois State Bar Association (ISBA), for which he served as a past chair of its bankruptcy 
section counsel. He also is a chapter author in the IICLE practice guides on Illinois Business Bank-
ruptcy Law and Illinois Consumer Bankruptcy Law, and he has handled bankruptcy litigation in 
many Illinois courts including before the Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals. Mr. Bourne received 
his B.S. from the University of Illinois in 1990 and his J.D. magna cum laude in 1994 from Boston 
University School of Law.

Hon. James W. Boyd is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Michigan in Grand 
Rapids, appointed in May 2014, and presides over bankruptcy matters in Grand Rapids and Traverse 
City. Prior to his appointment, he was a partner in the law firm of Kuhn, Darling, Boyd and Quandt 
PLC in Traverse City, Mich., where he practiced in the areas of bankruptcy law and commercial 
litigation. From 1988-2014, he served as a chapter 7 panel trustee and as a chapter 11 operating and 
liquidation trustee in many cases. While a trustee, he served on the board of directors of the National 
Association of Bankruptcy Trustees from 1999-2013 and was its president in 2010. He has also 
served as an operating and liquidating receiver under Michigan law for numerous entities. Judge 
Boyd is a contributing author to ICLE’s Handling Consumer and Small Business Bankruptcies and 
is a member of the Federal Bar Association and ABI, as well as a frequent speaker. He received his 
J.D. from the Thomas M. Cooley Law School.

Jason J. DeJonker is a partner and co-global practice group leader of Finance Transactions at Bryan 
Cave Leighton Paisner LLP in Chicago. His experience includes lender and borrower-side loan 
workouts, representations of debtors and secured creditors in chapter 11 bankruptcy cases (including 
DIP and exit finance), and the plan-confirmations, commercial foreclosures, and complex collection 
and judgment collection matters. Out of the courtroom, he routinely counsels clients on structuring 
distressed transactions (including traditional M&A and commercial real estate transactions involv-
ing all asset types), provides advice to corporate management and boards of directors on fiduciary 
duty issues, and helps private-equity and traditional lender clients in structuring commercial real 
estate and C&I loans. Mr. DeJonker serves on the firm’s Global Leadership Board and is actively 
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involved in the management of the firm. He previously held leadership positions with the National 
Asian Pacific American Bar Association (NAPABA), the Asian American Bar Association of Chi-
cago (AABA), the Leadership Council on Legal Diversity (LCLD), and the Chicago Committee for 
Minorities in Large Law Firms. Mr. DeJonker has been listed in Chambers USA and The Best Law-
yers in America. He received his B.A. in 1997 from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
and his J.D. cum laude in 2000 from the University of Illinois.

Daniel F. Dooley, CTP is a principal and CEO at MorrisAnderson in Chicago, where he manages 
the firm’s distressed business consulting practice. He is an accomplished crisis manager, business 
operator and debt-restructurer. Mr. Dooley has successfully managed numerous projects for middle-
market companies and assumed dozens of interim management positions as CEO, CRO and CFO 
for client companies nationwide. During his career, he has negotiated numerous transactions involv-
ing debt restructuring, supplier accommodations and business sales. Mr. Dooley is experienced in 
the development and implementation of cost-reduction and restructuring plans, as well as restruc-
turing negotiations between companies and their creditors. He educates company ownership and 
management on realistic business plans, implementation of cost and liquidity improvements and 
effective end-game strategies for clients. He also collaborates with management on issues related to 
turnaround, restructuring plans and business sales, and he specializes in the automotive, aerospace, 
capital equipment, metals, health care, transportation, food, distribution, oil and gas and real estate 
industries. Prior to joining Morris Anderson in 1997, Mr. Dooley served as an executive with several 
Fortune 500 manufacturers in both general-management and financial-management capacities, in-
cluding Illinois Tool Works, an industrial manufacturer, and Allied Signal, an automotive electronics 
and aerospace manufacturer. In 2011, he was honored with the Turnaround Management Associa-
tion’s “Turnaround of the Year - Small Company” award for Analytics, Inc., an independent research 
laboratory in St. Louis, Mo. He has also served on boards of directors and been a key advisor to 
corporations and nonprofit organizations. Mr. Dooley is a former board member of the Turnaround 
Management Association and former president of its Chicago chapter, and he sits on ABI’s Board 
of Directors. He is also a contributing author to The Chief Restructuring Officer’s Guide to Bank-
ruptcy: Views fom Leading Insolvency Professionals (ABI 2013). Mr. Dooley received his B.B.A. 
and M.B.A. in finance at the Carlson School of Management from the University of Minnesota in 
Minneapolis.

Scott A. Eisenberg, CPA is a managing director with Capstone Headwaters’ Financial Advisory Ser-
vices (FAS) Group in Detroit and has more than 35 years of experience structuring and negotiating 
transactions and advising companies on financial matters. His experience includes M&A transactions, 
restructuring and turnaround engagements, and a wide variety of management advisory services. Mr. 
Eisenberg has acted as CRO, court-appointed receiver and trustee for clients in a wide range of indus-
tries, as well as more than 75 investment banking and 200 financial advisory assignments for manufac-
turing, service, financial services and technology companies. Prior to joining the FAS team at Capstone 
Headwaters, Mr. Eisenberg was a partner at Amherst Partners, a firm he co-founded in 1994. Before 
founding Amherst, he was a vice president at Onset BIDCO, a subordinated debt fund that invested 
primarily in manufacturing and technology businesses. Prior to that, he was a manager in the National 
Corporate Finance Group of Deloitte & Touche, where he provided M&A advisory services to middle-
market companies. Mr. Eisenberg began his career as an accountant with Deloitte & Touche, provid-
ing accounting and audit services and teaching national firm training seminars. He is active in many 
organizations, having served as president of the Detroit Chapter and international board member of the 
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ACG, president of the Detroit Chapter and international board member of the Turnaround Manage-
ment Association, president and board member of the Detroit Chapter of the Young Entrepreneur’s 
Organization, president of the Young Adult Division of the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Detroit 
and member of the Federation’s Board of Governors, president of the American-Israel Chamber of 
Commerce of Michigan, chairman of the Automotive Supplier Committee of the Michigan Associa-
tion of CPAs, and president of the Southeastern Michigan Venture Group. Mr. Eisenberg received his 
undergraduate degree in accounting from the University of Illinois and his M.B.A. in finance from 
Indiana University.

Hon. Catherine J. Furay is Chief Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Wisconsin in Madi-
son. Prior to her appointment, she practiced bankruptcy, commercial law and business litigation. 
Judge Furay is a frequent lecturer on bankruptcy, commercial law, ethics, marital property and liti-
gation skills. She served as an adjunct faculty member at the University of Wisconsin Law School 
teaching lawyering skills for 21 years and guest lectures for its bankruptcy course. Judge Furay is a 
member of the Bankruptcy Judges Advisory Group of the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts, 
the bankruptcy judge member of the Advisory Process Review Working Group, and a member of 
the Advisory Group for the AO’s Bankruptcy Case Weighting Study. In 2020, she became a Fellow 
of the American College of Bankruptcy. Judge Furay is a contributing author of Construction Law, 
Chapter 16, “Bankruptcy,” and is the author of several articles on various bankruptcy, collection, 
marital property and litigation topics. In 2019, Judge Furay became the editor-in-chief of Ginsberg 
& Martin on Bankruptcy. She is a member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, for 
which she serves as a member of its Elections, Finance, and Online Learning Committees. She has 
also served as the Seventh Circuit representative on the NCBJ Board of Governors and on the Next-
Gen and Technology Committees of NCBJ. Judge Furay is a member of ABI and currently serves 
on the Education Advisory Committees for the Central States Bankruptcy Workshop and the Hon. 
Eugene R. Wedoff Seventh Circuit Consumer Bankruptcy Conference. In addition, she is a member 
of the Turnaround Management Association, a member of the Board of Trustees, past chairman of 
the board, and past president of the Certification Oversight Committee. Judge Furay has served on 
the board of governors and various committees of the State Bar of Wisconsin, including its Execu-
tive and Finance Committees. In addition to being co-author of Wisconsin Business Advisors Series: 
Collections & Bankruptcy Vol. 4 (Pinnacle Books), she co-authored the Wisconsin Civil Litigation 
Forms Manual (Pinnacle Books). Judge Furay received her J.D. from the University of Wisconsin-
Madison Law School.

Virginia E. George is a partner at Steinhilber Swanson, LLP in Oshkosh, Wis., and has served as 
a chapter 7 panel trustee in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court of the Eastern District of Wisconsin (Mil-
waukee Division) since 1999. She has experience in all aspects of chapters 7 and 13, including con-
sumer and business cases and all types of adversary proceedings and enforcement actions. She has 
also represented creditors, as well as debtors in chapter 11 and 12 cases. For the past 25 years, Ms. 
George has concentrated over 95 percent of her practice in bankruptcy and insolvency matters, and 
has served as receiver in state and federal courts, having previously represented a national lender in 
its Special Assets Division. She is a past two-term board member of the Bankruptcy Insolvency and 
Creditor’s Rights Section of the State Bar of Wisconsin, and she is a regular presenter at conferences 
on various bankruptcy topics. Ms. George received her J.D. from Marquette University Law School.
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Ivan M. Gold is Of Counsel to Allen Matkins Leck Gamble Mallory & Natsis LLP in its San Fran-
cisco office, where he represents clients in all areas of real estate-related litigation in state and fed-
eral courts, as well as contested matters and adversary proceedings in bankruptcy court. He has ex-
perience in breach-of-lease and unlawful-detainer litigation, as well as pre-litigation counseling and 
negotiation involving a wide variety of commercial real estate, including neighborhood and regional 
shopping centers, office buildings, warehouse and industrial properties, data centers, restaurants and 
hotels. Mr. Gold represents shopping center developers and landlords of office and data center prop-
erties in major bankruptcy proceedings throughout the U.S. He also has utilized alternative dispute 
resolution in a wide variety of disputes, including arbitration, mediation and private judge proceed-
ings. Prior to joining Allen Matkins, Mr. Gold was senior counsel at Brobeck, Phleger & Harrison 
LLP and a partner in the San Francisco law firm of Berg, Ziegler, Anderson & Parker. He has spoken 
at continuing education programs sponsored by ABI and the International Council of Shopping Cen-
ters, State Bar of California, Bar Association of San Francisco and California Continuing Education 
of the Bar on such topics as landlord/tenant disputes, the treatment of leases in bankruptcy proceed-
ings, alternative dispute resolution and real estate-related litigation. Mr. Gold received his B.S. from 
American University and his J.D. from the University of California, Hastings College of the Law.

Hon. Lisa S. Gretchko is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Michigan in Detroit, 
sworn in on April 5, 2021. Prior to her judicial appointment, she spent several decades as a bankrupt-
cy/creditors’ rights attorney and represented nearly every constituency in bankruptcy courts around 
the country, including secured creditors, unsecured creditors’ committees, landlords, licensors of 
intellectual property, customers, suppliers, business debtors and trustees. Judge Gretchko has writ-
ten and lectured extensively for various organizations on numerous bankruptcy and creditors’ rights 
issues. She currently serves as ABI’s Vice President-Publications and as a member of its Executive 
Committee and Board of Directors, and chairs its Publications Committee. Judge Gretchko is a for-
mer Executive Editor of the ABI Journal and a former co-chair of the ABI’s Unsecured Trade Credi-
tors Committee, which named her 2014 Committee Person of the Year. She also has been named in 
Michigan Super Lawyers and The Best Lawyers in America, and she was honored as a Woman in the 
Law by Michigan Lawyer’s Weekly in 2011. Judge Gretchko received her B.A. with honors in 1976 
from the University of Michigan, where she was elected Phi Beta Kappa, and her J.D. with honors 
in 1978 from the University of Detroit.

E. Philip Groben is an associate with Gensburg Calandriello & Kanter, P.C. in Chicago, where he 
focuses his practice on bankruptcy and commercial litigation. He represents a variety of clients in 
bankruptcy proceedings, including debtors, creditors, trustees and equity-holders. Mr. Groben has 
worked on complex chapter 11 restructurings, chapter 13 reorganizations and chapter 7 liquidations. 
He also has successfully defended favorable rulings on appeal to the Seventh Circuit Court of Ap-
peals. Mr. Groben also has substantial commercial litigation experience in both state and federal 
courts. He has prosecuted and defended breach-of-contract and other commercial matters, brought 
foreclosure proceedings on behalf of secured lenders, negotiated favorable workouts with secured 
lenders, and enforced the rights of judgment creditors and debtors. He also has sued to set aside 
illegally obtained trust and will amendments, and has defended interest-holders in civil forfeiture 
matters. As a co-chair of the Chicago Bar Association Young Lawyers Section Bankruptcy Commit-
tee, Mr. Groben organizes the group’s annual CLE seminar and monthly committee meetings, and 
presentations on a variety of topics, including nondischargeability and domestic-support issues. IN 
addition, he serves as vice chair for the Chicago Bar Association’s Asset Protection Committee and 
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is a regular speaker to industry groups, including ABI. Mr. Groben served as a judicial extern to Hon. 
Bruce W. Black of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District of Illinois and as an extern 
with the Office of the U.S. Trustee for Region 11. Prior to starting his legal career, he worked with 
durable goods manufacturers to streamline global supply chains and reduce inventory costs. Mr. 
Groben received his B.S. from Iowa State University in 2002 and his J.D. from the John Marshall 
Law School in Chicago in 2009.

Hon. Beth E. Hanan is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Wisconsin in Milwau-
kee and Green Bay, appointed in May 2015. Previously, she was an appellate lawyer and litigator in 
Wisconsin, and served several terms as managing member of a trial practice boutique, Gass Weber 
Mullins. Judge Hanan was chair of the Wisconsin Judicial Council and president of the Milwaukee 
Bar Association, and she remains a Fellow in the American Academy of Appellate Lawyers. Since 
joining the bench, she has been the judicial co-chair of ABI’s annual Wedoff Consumer Conference 
(in 2020 renamed the Consumer Summit) and has served as the bankruptcy representative to the 
Seventh Circuit Judicial Council (2019-2021). She also chairs the Public Outreach committee of 
the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges (NCBJ) and is a member of NCBJ’s International 
Judicial Relations committee Judge Hanan received her undergraduate degree from Marquette Uni-
versity and her J.D. in 1996 from the University of Wisconsin Law School.

Rachel L. Hillegonds is senior counsel with Miller, Johnson, Snell & Cummiskey, P.L.C. in Grand 
Rapids, Mich., and is a member of its Business Section, Bankruptcy – Creditors’/Debtors’ Rights 
and Real Estate practice groups. She has been practicing law since 2004. Ms. Hillegonds represents 
a variety of clients in bankruptcy-related matters, including secured and unsecured creditors, chapter 
7 and 11 trustees, chapter 7 nonconsumer and chapter 11 debtors, and creditors’ committees. She 
has defended numerous preference claims brought against creditors in local bankruptcy cases, as 
well as cases filed in other jurisdictions around the country, and she has represented banks, lessors 
and lessees, litigants and other creditors in seeking relief from the automatic stay and otherwise 
protecting their rights, collateral and interests in chapter 7, 11, 12 and 13 cases. Ms. Hillegonds has 
helped individuals and companies file for bankruptcy protection and navigate through liquidations 
and reorganizations. She has also assisted bankruptcy trustees in operating chapter 11 cases, and in 
recovering assets for the benefit of creditors in both chapter 7 and 11 cases. Ms. Hillegonds also has 
assisted clients in out-of-court workout, receivership and other insolvency matters. For example, 
she has filed claims for and represented creditors in receiverships, has assisted clients in negotiating 
forbearance agreements and settlement of debts in an effort to avoid bankruptcy, and has counseled 
clients in winding down business operations, including matters relating to company debt and the 
outstanding personal liabilities of business owners. She also has helped clients with residential and 
commercial real estate acquisitions and sales, eviction and other tenant matters, drafting, review-
ing and terminating leases, foreclosures, condominium association documents and navigating unit 
owner problems, resolving zoning, easement and land use issues, and other real estate matters. Ms. 
Hillegonds was previously a staff attorney for Chapter 13 Trustee Mary Viegelahn. She is a member 
of ABI and the Turnaround Management Association, Federal Bar Association for the Western Dis-
trict of Michigan, Grand Rapids Bar Association and State Bar of Michigan. She currently serves on 
the programming committee for the Turnaround Management Association’s West Michigan chapter, 
and she previously served as the secretary and a member of the FBA Bankruptcy Section steering 
committee for the Western District of Michigan, and as chair, vice chair, treasurer and board member 
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of its West Michigan chapter. Ms. Hillegonds received her undergraduate degree cum laude in 1999 
from Hope College and her J.D. cum laude in 2004 from Valparaiso University School of Law.

Hon. LaShonda A. Hunt is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois in Chicago, 
appointed on Jan. 6, 2017. She previously served as general counsel of the Illinois Department of 
Central Management Services, chief legal counsel of the Illinois Department of Corrections, and an 
assistant U.S. attorney in the Northern District of Illinois. Judge Hunt began her legal career as a liti-
gation associate at a national law firm, followed by service as a staff attorney for the Seventh Circuit 
Court of Appeals and a clerkship with Hon. William J. Hibbler of the Northern District of Illinois. 
She also worked in-house in the utility industry overseeing commercial litigation and bankruptcy 
matters, and later transitioned to regulatory affairs. Judge Hunt was recently appointed by the Chief 
Justice to a three-year term on the Federal Judicial Center’s Bankruptcy Judge Education Advisory 
Committee. She is an active member of the Black Women Lawyers’ Association of Greater Chicago, 
Inc. and served as its president in 2015, vice president in 2014 and board member at large in 2013. 
She is also active in the Chicago Bar Association, where she was co-vice chair of the Federal Civil 
Practice Committee and a member of the Judicial Evaluation Investigations Committee. Judge Hunt 
is a Leadership Greater Chicago Fellow (Class of 2013). She served on the board of Just the Begin-
ning, a pipeline organization, and chaired Youth Programs for the 2012 Biennial Conference. Judge 
Hunt is actively involved with the Public Interest Law Initiative (PILI) and a frequent speaker at 
PILI events, as well as a mentor to many law students. She received her B.S. from the University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and her J.D. from the University of Michigan Law School.

James R. Irving is the managing partner of the Louisville, Ky., office of Dentons US and co-chairs 
its Restructuring, Insolvency and Bankruptcy practice group, where he focuses on bankruptcy and 
restructuring matters, purchasing distressed businesses and their assets, as well as commercial litiga-
tion. He has experience representing debtors, creditors, committees, trustees, asset-purchasers and 
interested third parties in chapter 11 and 7 bankruptcy cases, in addition to representing creditors 
in foreclosure proceedings and other litigation. He also has practiced commercial litigation with a 
broad range of experience in state and federal courts and before the American Arbitration Associa-
tion. Mr. Irving was named one of Louisville Business First’s Forty Under 40 in 2019, was selected 
for the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges Next Generation Program in 2018, and was a 
member of the 2017 inaugural class of ABI’s “40 Under 40.” In addition, he received the Chicago 
Bar Association’s Exceptional Young Lawyer Award in 2013. Mr Irving’s experience with matters 
of juvenile justice through his pro bono work has led to opportunities to teach CLE sessions and 
edit publications on the subject for the American Bar Association. He received his B.A. in 2005 in 
history and political science from Williams College and his J.D. in 2008 from Vanderbilt University 
Law School.

Mark Kindy, CPA is a managing director with Alvarez & Marsal Disputes and Investigations in 
New York, where he co-leads its Forensic Technology Services practice and is a member of its Dis-
putes and Investigations North America Executive Committee. His primary areas of concentration 
are evidence and discovery management and advanced data analytics. With more than 30 years of 
litigation, discovery, data and technology experience, Mr. Kindy has assisted corporations and law 
firms on all aspects of litigation readiness, technology, data and discovery-process activities. His 
experience includes discovery management, digital media, information governance, data privacy, 
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records, document and data management, and technology and operations management. Mr. Kindy 
has written articles and lectured on information governance, information management, electronic 
discovery and digital media issues. His notable engagements include serving as CIO, CDO and 
leader of the Data Mining & Analytics and e-discovery teams for the Lehman Brothers Holdings 
bankruptcy, assisting with wind-down, claims-adjudication processes and litigation. His notable cli-
ents have included CitiCorp, Deutsche Bank, Lehman Brothers Holdings, TRW, Chevron, Shell 
Oil, General Motors, Boeing, R J Reynolds, AT&T, Unisys, NEC, HCA, Johnson & Johnson, News 
Corp., Viacom, Major League Baseball, Bausch & Lomb, DOJ and numerous Am Law 100/250 law 
firms. Prior to joining A&M, Mr. Kindy worked with global professional services firms as a partner 
and managing director and led legal services firms in CEO and executive vice president positions. 
He is a member of The Sedona Conference, Working Group 1 (WG1) and WG1 Possession, Custody 
and Control Drafting Committee, as well as the WG1 Defensible Deletion Drafting Committee. He 
is also a board member of the .406 Data Council and the Indiana University Cybersecurity Advisory 
Council. Mr. Kindy received his Bachelor’s degree in accounting with high distinction from Indiana 
University. He is a CPA in Ohio and Arizona.

J. David Krekeler is the founder and principal shareholder of Krekeler Strother, S.C. in Madison, 
Wis., and devotes his practice to debtor/creditor and bankruptcy matters, including the representation 
of debtors, creditors and even bankruptcy trustees in cases under chapters 7, 11, 12 and 13. He also 
serves as a receiver in both supplemental and chapter 128 proceedings. Mr. Krekeler is a member of 
both the Creditor’s Rights section and the Bankruptcy and Insolvency section of the Wisconsin State 
Bar. He is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification. Mr. 
Krekeler is a past chairman of the Western District Bankruptcy Bar and a member of the National 
Association of Retail Collection Attorneys. He frequently teaches on debtor/creditor matters and is a 
past instructor at the University of Wisconsin Law School Lawyering Skills Program. He also trains 
mediators for the Farm Mediation Program administered by the Department of Agriculture, Trade, 
and Consumer Protection, and serves on the Department’s Consumer Protection Advisory Council. 
Mr. Krekeler has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America every year since 2007, voted one of 
Madison’s Best Bankruptcy Lawyers as published in Madison Magazine, and named a Wisconsin 
Super Lawyer in bankruptcy as published by Milwaukee Magazine and Wisconsin Super Lawyers 
since 2007. Mr. Krekeler received his B.S.B.A. from the University of Missouri - St. Louis in 1974 
and his J.D. in 1979 from the University of Wisconsin Law School.

Richard E. Kruger is a partner with Jaffe Raitt Heuer & Weiss in Southfield, Mich., in its Finance, 
Insolvency & Reorganization, and Mergers & Acquisitions practice groups. He has a national prac-
tice focusing on both the transactional and litigation aspects of bankruptcy law, debtor and credi-
tor rights, workouts and financing transactions. Mr. Kruger’s client representations have included 
original equipment manufacturers, borrowers, debtors, secured parties, landlords, purchasers, re-
ceivers, avoidance defendants and unsecured creditors’ committees. He has presented at seminars 
and written articles on general bankruptcy issues, collection laws and the intersection of bankruptcy 
and intellectual property. Mr. Kruger is a member of the advisory board for ABI’s Central States 
Bankruptcy Workshop and was listed as a Super Lawyers “Rising Star” for 2011-12, as well as a 
dbusiness “Top Lawyer.” He is also a member of the State Bar of Michigan, ABI and the Federal Bar 
Association. Mr. Kruger received his B.A. from Michigan State University and his J.D. with honors 
from Chicago-Kent College of Law.
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David Levy, CAI, CCIM is a director at Summit Investment Management and Keen-Summit Capi-
tal Partners and heads its Chicago office. He is responsible for all aspects of business development 
and execution in connection with the company’s distressed-debt acquisitions and opportunistic cred-
it transactions, plus real estate brokerage and auction, investment banking, and lease modification 
and restructuring services. Mr. Levy has more than 13 years of experience in real estate advisory 
and transactions, with particular expertise in workout, bankruptcy and other special situations. He 
is one of less than 50 professionals nationwide to hold both the Certified Commercial Investment 
Member (CCIM) and Certified Auctioneers Institute (CAI) designations, and he is a frequent speaker 
and moderator on real estate restructuring programs. Mr. Levy received his M.B.A. from Miami 
University in Oxford, Ohio.

John G. Loughnane, CIPP is a partner in the Corporate and Transactions Department of Nutter 
McClennen & Fish LLP in Boston and has more than 25 years of experience focused on growing 
and restructuring companies,  including serving as regional corporate counsel (North America) for 
PTC, a technology company. Mr. Loughnane served as co-chair of ABI’s Technology & Intellectual 
Property Committee and on the Special Projects Task Force of ABI’s Mediation Committee. He 
has mediation training and practice. Mr. Loughnane is a leader in several national organizations, 
including the American Bar Association, for which he is a Steering Committee member of its Legal 
Technology Resource Center, and the Turnaround Management Association (TMA), for which is 
a former trustee of TMA Global and a past president of its Northeast Chapter. He also is an active 
member of the Boston Bar Association and past co-chair of its Bankruptcy Section. Mr. Loughnane 
is a member of Infragard and speaks and writes regularly on dealing effectively with disruption in 
negotiating, structuring and enforcing deals. He also has served as a board member of the George 
Washington University Law Alumni Association and as president of the Holy Cross Club of Boston, 
and he currently is president of the Holy Cross Lawyers Association. Following his graduation from 
law school, Mr. Loughnane clerked for Hon. Ronald R. Lagueux of the U.S. District Court for the 
District of Rhode Island. He is admitted to practice in Massachusetts, New York, the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the First Circuit and the U.S. Supreme Court. Mr. Loughnane received his A.B. from 
the College of the Holy Cross and his J.D. with honors from the George Washington University Law 
School.

Evelyn J. Meltzer is a partner with Troutman Pepper Hamilton Sanders LLP in Wilmington, Del., 
where she focuses her practice on corporate restructuring, bankruptcy and creditors’ rights. She 
provides advice to clients regarding the risks, benefits, challenges and opportunities available in 
restructuring proceedings, and she has experience representing debtors, creditors’ committees, asset-
purchasers, landlords, liquidating and litigation trusts, assignees in assignments for the benefit of 
creditors (ABC), receivers, secured and unsecured creditors, and shareholders in bankruptcy pro-
ceedings. Ms. Meltzer has experience serving as counsel for both the debtor and creditor side in 
bankruptcy-related litigation matters. She is frequently invited to write and speak about current 
bankruptcy and insolvency issues. Ms. Meltzer is AV-rated for Ethical Standards and Legal Ability 
by Martindale-Hubbell and co-chairs ABI’s Asset Sales Committee. She received the 2016 Melnik 
Award for an Exceptional IWIRC Member and is admitted to practice in Pennsylvania and Dela-
ware. Ms. Meltzer received her B.A. in political science from Drew University in 1998 and her J.D. 
in 2001 from Northwestern University School of Law.
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Christopher Muñiz is the administrative attorney for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern 
District of Indiana in Indianapolis. In this role, he delivers substantiative legal advice to the clerk of 
the bankruptcy court and operations staff, and assists with the procedural management of the court’s 
caseload, including specific responsibility for appellate issues. He also provides procedural guidance 
to pro se parties while overseeing the court’s pro bono and pro se programs and plays an instrumen-
tal part in the court’s annual revision of its local rules. For close to two decades prior to joining the 
court in 2018, Mr. Muñiz concentrated his practice in the areas of bankruptcy and commercial litiga-
tion at Scalambrino & Arnoff, LLP in Chicago, where he represented individual and small business 
debtors, creditors, chapter 7 trustees and creditors’ committees in chapter 7 and 13 bankruptcy cases. 
He also handled a wide variety of bankruptcy litigation matters, representing individual debtors, 
corporations and single-asset real estate debtors in successful chapter 11 reorganization cases. Mr. 
Muñiz is the founder and local coordinator of the Indianapolis chapter of the Credit Abuse Resis-
tance Education program (CARE); his work earned him the CARE’s Rising Star Award for 2019. He 
also is the current secretary of the Indiana State Bar Association’s Bankruptcy & Creditors’ Rights 
Section. Mr. Muñiz received his B.S. in psychology from Bradley University in Peoria, Ill., in 1996 
and his J.D. from Seton Hall University School of Law in 1999.

Dean R. Nelson, Jr. is an attorney with the Taunt Law Firm in Birmingham, Mich., where he focuses 
his practice on bankruptcy, civil litigation, real property and corporate law. He also represents panel 
chapter 7 trustees, individual debtors (consumer and business) and creditors in a variety of bankrupt-
cy issues, including substantial litigation experience. Mr. Nelson has been a speaker at ABI’s Central 
States Bankruptcy Workshop and Hon. Steven W. Rhodes Consumer Bankruptcy Conference, and 
the Detroit Consumer Bankruptcy Association Trial Skills Workshop. He also is a member of the 
chapter 7 subcommittee of the Local Rules Advisory Committee for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for 
the Eastern District of Michigan. Mr. Nelson received his B.A. with distinction from the University 
of Michigan in 2003 and his J.D. cum laude from Wayne State University in 2007. While in law 
school, he was on the board of directors of the Free Legal Aid Clinic, Inc., where he represented 
indigent residents of Detroit on family law-related matters before the Wayne County Circuit Court.

Kathleen Parker is director of business development at HYPERAMS, LLC in Wood Dale, Ill., 
and joined the firm in 2012. Since that time, she has held several titles and was responsible for the 
implementation of HYPERAMS’s auction operations and processes. Ms. Parker’s current duties 
include establishing and maintaining relationships with machinery and equipment and inventory 
appraisal clients, including financial institutions and asset-based lenders, in the Midwest and South-
east territories. She is also an integral member of the Auction Services team and provides auction 
operations support. Ms. Parker is invested in professional development and is an active member of 
several industry organizations, including the Turnaround Management Association (TMA) Midwest 
Chapter and the Secured Finance Network (SFNET). She is a Repperts Auction School graduate and 
currently holds an auction license in the state of Illinois.

Nancy A. Peterman is chair of Greenberg Traurig, LLP’s Restructuring & Bankruptcy Practice in 
Chicago and has more than 25 years of experience focusing her practice on complex corporate re-
structurings and M&A transactions involving special situations and distressed companies, whether 
implemented in court or out of court. She has represented private-equity funds, debtors, sellers, 
purchasers, investor groups and creditors in these matters. Ms. Peterman has experience in numer-
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ous industries, including manufacturing, real estate, retail and gaming, with a particular focus on 
health care. She has served on ABI’s Board of Directors and Executive Committee and co-chair 
ABI’s Tech and Telecom and Health Care Insolvency Committees. Ms. Peterman is a Fellow in the 
American College of Bankruptcy. She was co-editor in chief of the Wiley Bankruptcy Law Update, 
assistant editor for West’s Norton Bankruptcy Law and Practice treatise, and an assistant editor and 
a contributing author for ABI’s Health Care Insolvency Manual. Ms. Peterman is Board Certified in 
Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification, and is listed in Chambers USA 
and The Best Lawyers in America. She received both her undergraduate degree and J.D. from the 
University of Michigan.

Diana M. Peterson is president and CEO of AW Properties Global (AW) in Chicago and has nearly 
25 years of experience in law, real estate brokerage and auctions. Prior to founding AW, she co-
founded AuctionWorks, an online real estate auction platform, which she built utilizing her prior 
auction expertise and her experience founding and operating a real estate brokerage, PMD Realty, 
LLC, for over a decade. In 2001, seeing an opportunity to provide homeowners an alternative dis-
position strategy, Ms. Peterson established PMD Realty, which quickly became the leading local 
provider of flat-fee MLS listing services, dominating the emerging flat-fee market for several years. 
During that time, she was recognized by the Chicago Association of Realtors as one of the top five 
producing real estate brokers, having closed +$130M in residential sales and negotiated +500,000 
SF of commercial lease and sale transactions. Prior to starting PMD Realty, Ms. Peterson worked 
for U.S. Equities Realty and JLL providing strategic planning, site-selection and tenant-representa-
tion services to office tenants nationwide. She also was a practicing attorney for several years with 
D’Ancona & Pflaum and Hedlund Hanley & John. She is licensed to practice in Illinois and holds 
an Illinois real estate managing broker’s license and an Illinois auction license. Ms. Peterson has 
been featured in DS News, GlobeSt.com, Crain’s, Illinois Real Estate Journal, Real Estate Execu-
tive magazine, NS Magazine and many other publications. She is often engaged as a speaker and 
moderator at real estate, workout and turnaround management conferences, and she has served as an 
expert witness in real estate-related litigation. Ms. Peterson is a member of the Turnaround Manage-
ment Association (TMA), American Bankruptcy Institute (ABI), International Women’s Insolvency 
& Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC), Illinois CCIM Chapter, Chicago Association of Realtors 
(CAR) and the National Association of Realtors (NAR). She received her B.A. with honors from the 
University of Chicago and her J.D. from the University of Minnesota Law School, where she served 
as an editor of the Minnesota Law Review.

Hon. Michael E. Ridgway is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Minnesota in Minne-
apolis and Fergus Falls, initially sworn in on May 20, 2013, and named Chief Judge on June 21, 2019. 
He has also presided over cases in the District of North Dakota and was appointed by the Eighth 
Circuit Judicial Council as a member of the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel of the Eighth Circuit, effec-
tive April 1, 2021. In addition, Judge Ridgway has taught a course in bankruptcy over the last five 
years at the University of St. Thomas Law School. From 2006 until his appointment, he served as a 
trial attorney with the U.S. Trustee Program in Minneapolis. In October 2011, he was among a group 
of seven U.S. Trustee Program attorneys who received the U.S. Attorney General’s Distinguished 
Service Award, the Department of Justice’s second-highest award for employee performance, for 
“Exceptional Work to Address Misconduct and Abusive Practices in the U.S. Bankruptcy System.” 
From 1998-2006, he was an Assistant U.S. Attorney in the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District of 
South Dakota. During his tenure there, he represented the interest of the federal government in both 
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civil and criminal matters, including bankruptcy, asset forfeiture and prosecutions of white-collar 
fraud cases. Judge Ridgway also has extensive litigation experience, having been in private practice 
for 17 years; he also served as an elected county prosecutor for over five years. He has prosecuted 
several bench and jury trials in both the state and federal courts. Judge Ridgway received his under-
graduate degree in 1978 from Yankton College and his J.D. in 1981 from the University of Notre 
Dame Law School.

Craig E. Stevenson is an equity partner at DeWitt LLP in Madison, Wis., where he practices in the 
areas of creditors’ rights, business bankruptcy and litigation. He represents debtors and creditors in 
all chapters of bankruptcy, receiverships, workouts, and state and federal litigation, and he handles 
bankruptcy appeals before the district and circuit courts. As debtor’s counsel, Mr. Stevenson has as-
sisted various types of businesses, including dealerships, manufacturers, retailers, restaurants, hotels 
and farms, as well as individuals, in chapter 11 and 12 cases. He also has handled many complex 
cases for individuals under chapters 7 and 13, and represents the rights of secured and unsecured 
creditors in both bankruptcy and nonbankruptcy matters. Mr. Stevenson is a regular presenter at a 
number of seminars, including those hosted by ABI and the State Bar of Wisconsin. He currently 
serves on the board of the Bankruptcy, Insolvency and Creditors’ Rights Section of the Wisconsin 
State Bar, and is a past chair of the Western District of Wisconsin Bankruptcy Bar Association. Mr. 
Stevenson received his B.B.A. cum laude from DePauw University and his J.D. from the University 
of Wisconsin Law School.

Pilar Tarry, CIRA is a managing director with AlixPartners LLP in Southfield, Mich., and helps 
large and middle-market companies devise and implement complex restructuring solutions both in 
and out of court. She brings more than 20 years of expertise to bear in helping clients negotiating 
capital market solutions, contingency planning, liquidity management, vendor management, devel-
oping crisis communication plans and case management. She also leads stakeholder management 
programs and implements restructuring transactions, including M&A and recapitalization transac-
tions. Ms. Tarry holds an M.B.A. in finance from Michigan State University.

Elizabeth B. Vandesteeg, CIPP is a partner in the Financial Services & Restructuring Group at 
Levenfeld Pearlstein, LLC in Chicago, where she focuses on identifying risk exposure and mitigat-
ing liability for clients, with a concentration in the areas of bankruptcy, creditors’ rights, commercial 
litigation, and data security and privacy. She represents secured creditors, debtors, unsecured credi-
tors, creditors’ committees, landlords and shareholders in bankruptcy courts throughout U.S., as well 
as clients in civil litigation in federal and state courts. Her passion is helping clients identify and 
resolve potential problems related to creditors’ rights, troubled businesses, bankruptcy and work-
outs, and business disputes. Ms. Vandesteeg advises clients on cybersecurity and privacy compliance 
and regulatory issues. She also guides clients in developing and implementing information security 
programs that are reasonable and appropriate for their specific business needs and risks, as well as 
advising them in responding to data breaches, and was instrumental in launching the ABI Journal’s 
Cyber U column. Previously, Ms. Vandesteeg was with Sugar Felsenthal Grais & Helsinger LLP, 
where she was a partner and member of the firm’s Executive Committee. She received her B.A. from 
Columbia University and her J.D. from Boston College.



AMERICAN BANKRUPTCY INSTITUTE

601

Neema Varghese, CIRA is a managing director with NV Consulting Services in Chicago and is 
a seasoned financial advisor and independent director in complex situations. She advises clients 
through liquidity management, transaction advisory services, turnarounds and protecting creditor 
interests. Ms. Varghese has served a number of industries, including health care, retail, financial ser-
vices, oil/gas, pharma, manufacturing and transportation, and typically has direct reporting responsi-
bilities to C-suite executive teams, boards of directors and debt/equity investor groups. Ms. Varghese 
has more than 15 years of experience in managing comprehensive M&A diligence (buy-side and 
sell-side efforts), restructuring, bankruptcy and disputes engagements. She has aided companies 
through cash-management issues, worked through receiverships, prepared entities for liquidations 
and going-concern sales of parts or entire businesses, and guided secured lenders and private-equity 
firms through healthy and troubled portfolio companies. In 2019, Ms. Varghese was appointed by 
the Department of Justice to serve as a subchapter V trustee for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court. She has 
represented the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) in assessing damages resulting from 
a $2.5 billion bank failure engaged primarily in mortgage-backed securities. Previously, she was a 
portfolio manager with Merrill Lynch’s Specials Assets group, working with a $100MM+ portfolio, 
consistently maximizing recovery and minimizing charge-off exposure. Ms. Varghese is a board 
member of the Turnaround Management Association, a volunteer tax-preparer and a 2016 winner of 
the M&A Advisor’s Emerging Leader Award. She received her B.S. in accountancy from the Uni-
versity of Illinois at Urbana – Champaign.

Nicolette C. Vilmos is a partner in the Orlando, Fla., office of Nelson Mullins Broad and Cassel 
LLP and chairs the firm’s Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights Practice Group. She concentrates her 
practice on complex business litigation, including bankruptcy, intellectual property, banking law, 
foreclosures, lender liability, shareholder and business disputes, noncompete litigation and landlord/
tenant matters across the state of Florida. Ms. Vilmos’s bankruptcy and creditors’ right practice 
includes the representation of secured lenders, purchasers of assets from troubled companies, fidu-
ciaries, creditors’ committees and other stakeholders in multi-party disputes and reorganizations. 
In the area of intellectual property, she has litigation experience in state and federal courts and has 
represented clients in cases relating to patent infringement, trademark infringement, trade dress in-
fringement, copyright infringement, anti-cybersquatting, theft of trade secrets, unfair competition, 
computer fraud and abuse act, deceptive and unfair trade practices, tortious interference, breach of 
contract and/or breach of restrictive covenants and other related claims. Ms. Vilmos counsels clients 
on various privacy and data-security issues, from system-wide network intrusions and ransomware 
attacks to cyberextortion, fraudulent wire transfers, e-mail account compromises, stolen computer 
hardware and employee misconduct. She is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell and has 
been recognized in Chambers USA: A Guide to America’s Leading Business Lawyers, was named a 
“Florida Super Lawyer” by Law & Politics magazine, received a “Women of Achievement Award” 
from the Women’s Executive Council of Orlando, and was named to the Orlando Business Journal’s 
“Forty Under 40” list. She is also a Fellow in the Litigation Counsel of America (LCA), an honorary 
society composed of less than one-half of one percent of American lawyers. Ms. Vilmos serves on 
the board of directors for the Central Florida Bankruptcy Law Association, is an active member of 
ABI and the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation, and is an adjunct 
professor at Valencia Community College, where she teaches real property law. She received her 
B.A. cum laude in 1998 from Stetson University and her J.D. cum laude in 2000 from Stetson Uni-
versity College of Law.
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Iana A. Vladimirova, CPA is a bankruptcy attorney and commercial litigator in the Madison, Wis., 
office of Husch Blackwell. A former auditor for a Big Four accounting firm, she helps clients under-
stand bankruptcy and commercial litigation matters, and is experienced in all types of insolvency 
matters, having represented both debtors and creditors in chapter 7, 11, 12 and 13 proceedings, fore-
closure actions and state court receiverships. Ms. Vladimirova’s commercial litigation experience 
includes cases involving fraud, embezzlement, fraudulent transfers, Ponzi schemes and theft-by-
contractor, which often lead to bankruptcy filings. She has been recognized for her work in bank-
ruptcy, creditor/debtor rights/insolvency and reorganization law in The Best Lawyers in America. In 
addition to her bankruptcy practice representing creditors, Ms. Vladimirova serves as a subchapter 
V trustee for the U.S. Bankruptcy Courts for the Eastern and Western Districts of Wisconsin and the 
Northern District of Illinois, and she sits on the advisory board of ABI’s Central States Bankruptcy 
Workshop. She received her undergraduate degree in accounting from Missouri Southern State Uni-
versity, her Master’s degree in accountancy from the University of Virginia, and her J.D. from Ford-
ham University School of Law.

Elisabeth M. Von Eitzen is a partner with Warner Norcross + Judd LLP in Grand Rapids, Mich., 
where she focuses her practice on real estate development and financial services. She is admitted 
to practice before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit, the U.S. District Courts for the 
Eastern and Western Districts of Michigan, the Northern and Southern Districts of Illinois, and the 
Northern and Southern Districts of Indiana. Ms. Von Eitzen is a member of the American and Fed-
eral Bar Associations, the State Bar of Michigan, the Grand Rapids Bar Association and the Kalama-
zoo Bar Association, and she has been named a Michigan Super Lawyer Rising Star since 2013. She 
received her undergraduate degree with honors from Hope College in 2003 and her J.D. in 2006 with 
honors from Wayne State University Law School, where she was a member of the Order of the Coif 
and the national moot court team.


