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Elizabeth M. Abood-Carroll is a senior bankruptcy attorney at Orlans PC in Troy, Mich., where 
she represents mortgage lenders. Her practice focuses on bankruptcy, creditors’ rights and real estate 
matters. Ms. Abood-Carroll is licensed to practice in Michigan, Maryland and Massachusetts. She 
received her B.A. with honors from Michigan State University and her J.D. from the University of 
Michigan, after which she clerked for Hon. William B. Murphy of the Michigan Court of Appeals.

Carla O. Andres is a senior member of Godfrey & Kahn, S.C.’s Business Finance and Restructuring 
group in Green Bay, Wis., and represents publicly held companies, as well as institutional lenders and 
investors in a range of corporate and business law matters, including mergers and acquisitions, con-
tract negotiations, secured lending and commercial transactions, and bankruptcy and loan workouts. 
She was lead counsel on the first successful chapter 11 bank holding company reorganization and 
was counsel to the fee examiner and fee committee in national bankruptcy proceedings, including the 
General Motors, Lehman Brothers and Commonwealth of Puerto Rico cases. Ms. Andres is a former 
Special Assistant U.S. Attorney and is a member of the Ohio and Wisconsin bars, the ABI’s Central 
States Bankruptcy Workshop Advisory Board, the American Bar Association and the Turnaround 
Management Association. She also is a former captain in the U.S. Air Force, Dept. of the Judge Ad-
vocate General, and an Ironman. Ms. Andres received her J.D. from Villanova University.

Allison R. Bach is a member of Dickinson Wright PLLC in Detroit, where she advises and repre-
sents companies and lenders in out-of-court workouts and restructurings, bankruptcy proceedings and 
distressed M&A transactions. She was one of Dickinson Wright attorneys representing the State of 
Michigan during the historic City of Detroit bankruptcy case, including being part of the team that 
negotiated and drafted the “Grand Bargain” that was instrumental in Detroit’s restructuring, and she 
continues to advise the Detroit Financial Review Commission post-bankruptcy. Additionally, she 
represented the Ad Hoc Consortium of Consignment Vendors in the Family Christian Stores chapter 
11 bankruptcy case and has represented secured lenders in numerous bankruptcy court proceedings, 
including cash collateral DIP financing, relief from stay and contested confirmation hearings. Ms. 
Bach has been recognized in Super Lawyers (2010-17) and is a member of the State Bar of Michigan, 
the Federal Bar Association and the Turnaround Management Association. She received her B.A. 
from the University of Michigan, her M.S. from Cleveland State University Levin College of Urban 
Affairs, and her J.D. from Wayne State University Law School.

Hon. Janet S. Baer is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois in Chicago, ap-
pointed on March 5, 2012. She also acts on a regular basis as the presiding judge in the Northern 
District of Illinois for naturalization ceremonies. Previously, Judge Baer was a restructuring lawyer 
for more than 25 years and was involved in some of the most significant chapter 11 bankruptcy cases 
in the country. The majority of her practice focused on the representation of large, publicly held debt-
ors in both restructuring and chapter 11 matters, and she also represented companies in commercial 
litigation matters, including lender liability, fraud, breach of contract and breach of fiduciary duty. 
Prior to forming her own firm in 2009, Judge Baer was a partner at Kirkland & Ellis LLP, Winston 
& Strawn and Schwartz, Cooper, Greenberger & Krauss. She is currently chair of the NCBJ Mem-
bership Services Committee, Seventh Circuit Representative of the NCBJ Board of Governors, a 
member of ABI’s Board of Directors and an advisory board member of ABI’s Hon. Eugene R. Wedoff 
Seventh Circuit Consumer Bankruptcy Conference, a member of the NCBJ Education Committee, a 
board member of the Chicago Chapter of IWIRC, chair of the Northern District of Illinois Bankrupt-
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cy Court’s Local Rules Committee and a member of its Rules Advisory Committee, an advisory com-
mittee member to the National Board of CARE and a board member and volunteer for its Chicago 
Chapter, and a member of the Chicago Bankruptcy Court’s Liaison Committee. Judge Baer earned 
her B.A. from the University of Wisconsin - Madison and her J.D. from DePaul College of Law.

Michelle H. Bass is a senior attorney at Wolfson Bolton PLLC in Troy, Mich., where she manages 
its consumer bankruptcy practice group. She represents both debtors and creditors in consumer bank-
ruptcy proceedings and primarily represents debtors in chapter 7 liquidations and chapter 13 reorgani-
zations, which span from high-net-worth and high-income-earning individuals to individuals seeking 
to prevent foreclosure or repossession of secured collateral. She also represents both debtors and 
creditors in divorce-related bankruptcy proceedings, and is a frequent speaker on the intersection of 
bankruptcy and family law disputes. Ms. Bass has represented individuals reorganizing under chapter 
11, as well as small businesses going through chapter 7 liquidation, and has stopped foreclosures, the 
stripping of secured liens and the cramming down of loans on collateral for individuals seeking to re-
organize under chapters 13 and 11. She also has successfully defended appeals in the Federal Eastern 
District for the State of Michigan and the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals. Ms. Bass is a member of 
ABI and has written articles for the ABI Journal. She also is a member of the Consumer Bankruptcy 
Association, the Oakland County Bar Association and the International Women’s Insolvency & Re-
structuring Confederation, for which she currently chairs its Michigan Network. In addition, she has 
been named by Super Lawyers as a “Rising Star” from 2014-19. Ms. Bass received her B.A. from the 
University of Michigan and her J.D. from the University of Detroit Mercy School of Law.

Alane A. Becket is an AV-rated attorney and managing partner of Becket & Lee LLP, a Malvern, Pa., 
law firm providing comprehensive nationwide representation of financial institutions in bankruptcy 
matters, with a focus on consumer lenders and debt-purchasers. In addition to client and industry rela-
tions, she focuses on litigation strategy, and Becket & Lee has been lead or co-counsel in some of the 
most influential decisions in consumer bankruptcy over the last 20 years. In addition to her duties at the 
firm, Ms. Becket is ABI’s President-Elect, and she formerly chaired its Consumer Committee and has 
served on its Board since 2009, most recently as Vice President-Publications. She is currently co-chair 
of the Bankruptcy Section and of the Professional Standards and Grievance Committees of the National 
Creditors Bar Association (NCBA), and is a member of the National Association of Chapter Thirteen 
Trustees (NACTT). Ms. Becket has written and lectured extensively on consumer bankruptcy issues 
for a variety of professional organizations, including ABI, the Federal Judicial Conference, NACTT, 
NABT, Norton Bankruptcy Law Advisor, NCBA, the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, and 
a host of local and regional organizations. She also served as a commissioner on ABI’s Commission on 
Consumer Bankruptcy. Ms. Becket graduated from Pennsylvania State University and received her J.D. 
from Widener University School of Law.

Mark A. Bogdanowicz is a shareholder at Howard & Howard Attorneys PLLC in Peoria, Ill., and 
regularly represents secured creditors in chapter 11 and chapter 12 bankruptcy cases. He has success-
fully navigated secured creditors through sales of debtors’ assets in bankruptcy, including situations 
in which the secured creditor was the ultimate buyer of the assets. He has also represented secured 
lenders in drafting agricultural loan agreements, negotiating plans of reorganization and cash col-
lateral orders, and litigating valuation of collateral related to secured claims. Mr. Bogdanowicz is a 
member of ABI and serves on the Advisory Board of ABI’s Central States Bankruptcy Workshop. 
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From 2008-15, he served on the ABI’s Labor and Employment Committee, which he co-chaired from 
2014-15. Mr. Bogdanowicz is a coordinating editor for the ABI Journal and is a regular contribu-
tor. Among his most recently published articles on bankruptcy and bankruptcy-related subjects are 
“Post-Bankruptcy Compensation Standards for Receivers: Do Statutory Alternatives Make a Prac-
tical Difference?,” ABI Journal, Vol. XXXVIII, No. 2, February 2019; “Fixing Our Infrastructure 
May Require Fixing the Bankruptcy Code: Preference Actions Threaten Municipal Contractors,” ABI 
Journal, Vol. XXXV, No. 9, September 2016 (with Lisa Gretchko), and “Legal Rights and Economic 
Realities: The Uncertain State of Public Pensions After Stockton,” ABI Journal, Vol. XXXIV, No. 2, 
February 2015. Mr. Bogdanowicz is admitted to practice before the state courts of Illinois, Indiana 
and Tennessee, as well as the Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals, the Federal District Courts for the 
Northern, Central and Southern Districts of Illinois, the Eastern District of Michigan, the Northern 
and Southern Districts of Indiana and the Middle District of Tennessee. He received his A.B. cum 
laude, from Harvard University in 1995 and his J.D. from Vanderbilt University School of Law in 
2000, where he was the articles editor of the Vanderbilt Law Review.

Hon. James W. Boyd is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Michigan in Grand Rap-
ids, appointed in May 2014, and presides over bankruptcy matters in Grand Rapids and Traverse City. 
Prior to his appointment, he was a partner in the law firm of Kuhn, Darling, Boyd and Quandt PLC 
in Traverse City, Mich., where he practiced in the areas of bankruptcy law and commercial litigation. 
From 1988-2014, he served as a chapter 7 panel trustee and as a chapter 11 operating and liquidation 
trustee in many cases. While a trustee, he served on the board of directors of the National Association 
of Bankruptcy Trustees from 1999-2013 and was the president of that organization in 2010. Judge 
Boyd has trustee and receivership experience in both chapter 7 and chapter 11 cases involving a wide 
variety of industries. He has also served as an operating and liquidating receiver under Michigan law 
for numerous entities. Judge Boyd is a contributing author to ICLE’s Handling Consumer and Small 
Business Bankruptcies. He is a member of the Federal Bar Association and ABI, and is a frequent 
speaker. Judge Boyd received his J.D. from the Thomas M. Cooley Law School.

Charles D. Bullock is an attorney with Stevenson & Bullock PLC in Southfield, Mich. He is admit-
ted to the State Bars of Michigan and Tennessee and is admitted to practice before the Sixth Circuit 
Court of Appeals, as well as the U.S. District Court for the Eastern and Western Districts of Michi-
gan and the Western District of Tennessee. Mr. Bullock is a member of the Federal Bar Association, 
ABI and the Detroit Catholic Central Shamrock Bar Association, and he is a Charter Fellow of the 
Oakland County Bar Foundation. Prior to joining Stevenson & Bullock, he clerked for Hon. Bernice 
B. Donald of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Western District of Tennessee. Mr. Bullock is an ad-
junct professor of bankruptcy law at the Thomas M. Cooley Law School and testified before the U.S. 
Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on Administrative Oversight and the Courts on “Could Bankruptcy 
Reform Help Preserve Small Business Jobs?.” He is a frequent lecturer on bankruptcy-related topics 
for ABI and other professional organizations. A former contributing editor for the Norton Bankruptcy 
Law and Practice Treatise, Mr. Bullock has been recognized in DBusiness Magazine Top Lawyers 
(Michigan), Leading Lawyers (Michigan) and The Best Lawyers in America. He also has been a 
participant on the Merit Selection Panel for the Bankruptcy Judgeship Eighth and Sixth Circuit Pilot 
Program (2015) and on the Merit Selection Panel for the Reappointment of U.S. Magistrate Judge 
R. Steven Whalen of the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Michigan (2018). In addition, 
he has served as court-appointed receiver or receiver’s counsel in Macomb County, Oakland County, 
Wayne County (Michigan) and the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Michigan, and as 
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court-appointed mediator and facilitator in Oakland County, Wayne County (Michigan) and the U.S. 
District Court for the Eastern District of Michigan. Mr. Bullock received his B.A. from the University 
of Michigan and his J.D. from the University of Memphis.

Susan M. Cook is a partner in the law firm of Warner Norcross & Judd LLP in its Midland and 
Southfield, Mich., offices. She has more than 35 years of experience in the areas of bankruptcy, 
business reorganization, commercial litigation and business transactions. Ms. Cook has represented 
debtors and in a wide range of businesses, including hotels, hospitals, automotive suppliers, restau-
rants and retailers. In addition, she has represented numerous tier I and tier II suppliers in all of the 
major automotive bankruptcy proceedings. Ms. Cook served as special assistant attorney general 
for the Michigan Gaming Control Board in the Greektown Casino cases and as special assistant at-
torney general for the State of Michigan in the City of Detroit’s chapter 9 bankruptcy case. She has 
represented clients in bankruptcy courts across the country and is on the mediation panel for the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of Michigan. Ms. Cook has spoken on numerous topics at 
many seminars in Michigan. She has consistently been named in The Best Lawyers in America and 
as a Super Lawyer since 2006, in which she was named one of the top 50 super lawyers in the State 
of Michigan. Ms. Cook was inducted as a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy in March 
2015 and received the Federal Bar Association’s Barbara J. Rom Award for Excellence in Bankruptcy 
in 2016. She received her B.A. from Alma College in 1971 and her J.D. cum laude from Thomas M. 
Cooley Law School in 1979.

James E. DeLine is a member of Kerr, Russell and Weber, PLC in Detroit and focuses his practice 
on complex business litigation, counseling automotive suppliers and antitrust law. He has experience 
in all phases of state and federal litigation, as well as domestic and international arbitrations. Mr. De-
Line regularly represents clients in several areas of law, including contract and UCC matters, automo-
tive supply-chain disputes, injunctions, product liability, antitrust, business torts, shareholder rights, 
creditors’ rights and appeals. His successful representation of an international automobile distributor 
against a global automobile manufacturer received acclaim as one of the largest verdicts in Michigan 
for 2012. Mr. DeLine chaired the State Bar of Michigan’s Antitrust, Franchising & Trade Regulation 
Section in 2003, is a Fellow of the Oakland County Bar Foundation, and is a member of ABI and the 
American Bar Association’s Antitrust Section and Trial Practice Committee. He is admitted to prac-
tice before the U.S. District Courts for the Eastern and Western Districts of Michigan, the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit and the U.S. Supreme Court. Mr. DeLine received his B.A. from the 
University of Michigan and his J.D. from Wayne State University Law School, where he was on the 
Wayne Law Review and the Moot Court National Team.

Shelly A. DeRousse is co-leader of the Bankruptcy and Financial Restructuring Practice Group at 
Freeborn & Peters LLP in Chicago, where her practice focuses on bankruptcy, restructuring, litigation 
and asset sales. She also has extensive creditors’ rights experience, including regularly representing 
official committees of unsecured creditors in chapter 11 cases throughout the U.S., as well as banks 
and other financial institutions in bankruptcy cases, out-of-court workouts of borrowers’ loans, and 
assignments for the benefit of creditors. She also represents companies and high-earning individuals 
in their bankruptcies or workout negotiations with their lenders and other creditors. Ms. DeRousse 
works every side of bankruptcies and workouts, including the representation of debtors, secured 
creditors, unsecured creditors, lessors, lessees, guarantors, trustees and creditors’ committees. In ad-
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dition, she has taught a law school course on secured transactions under Article 9 of the Uniform 
Commercial Code at DePaul University College of Law. Ms. DeRousse received her B.S. from Illi-
nois State University and her J.D. from DePaul University College of Law, where she was a member 
of the Order of the Coif; received the CALI Excellence for the Future Award and was an associate 
editor of the DePaul Law Review.

Daniel F. Dooley, CTP is a principal and CEO at MorrisAnderson in Chicago, where he manages the 
firm’s distressed business consulting practice. He is an accomplished crisis manager, business opera-
tor and debt restructurer. Mr. Dooley has successfully managed numerous projects for middle-market 
companies and assumed dozens of interim management positions as CEO, CRO and CFO for client 
companies nationwide. During his career, he has negotiated numerous transactions involving debt 
restructuring, supplier accommodations and business sales. Mr. Dooley is experienced in the devel-
opment and implementation of cost-reduction and restructuring plans, as well as restructuring nego-
tiations between companies and their creditors. He educates company ownership and management on 
realistic business plans, implementation of cost and liquidity improvements and effective end-game 
strategies for clients. He also collaborates with management on issues related to turnaround, restruc-
turing plans and business sales, and he specializes in the automotive, aerospace, capital equipment, 
metals, health care, transportation, food, distribution, oil and gas and real estate industries. Prior 
to joining Morris Anderson in 1997, Mr. Dooley served as an executive with several Fortune 500 
manufacturers in both general-management and financial-management capacities, including Illinois 
Tool Works, an industrial manufacturer, and Allied Signal, an automotive electronics and aerospace 
manufacturer. In 2011, he was honored with the Turnaround Management Association’s “Turnaround 
of the Year - Small Company” award for Analytics, Inc., an independent research laboratory in St. 
Louis, Mo. He has also served on boards of directors and been a key advisor to corporations and non-
profit organizations. Mr. Dooley is a former board member of the Turnaround Management Associa-
tion and former president of its Chicago chapter, and he sits on ABI’s Board of Directors. He is also 
a contributing author to The Chief Restructuring Officer’s Guide to Bankruptcy:Views fom Leading 
Insolvency Professionals (ABI 2013). Mr. Dooley received his B.B.A. and M.B.A. in finance at the 
Carlson School of Management from the University of Minnesota in Minneapolis.

Scott A. Eisenberg, CPA is a partner and co-founder of Amherst Partners in Birmingham, Mich., and 
has has more than 25 years of experience structuring and negotiating transactions and advising com-
panies on financial matters. His experience includes merger-and-acquisition transactions, restructuring 
and turnaround engagements, and a wide variety of management advisory services. He has acted as 
CRO, court-appointed receiver and trustee for clients in a wide range of industries. Mr. Eisenberg has 
worked on more than 75 investment banking assignments and has advised more than 200 manufactur-
ing, service, financial services and technology companies. Many of the completed transactions involved 
publicly traded client companies. Before founding Amherst Partners, Mr. Eisenberg was a vice presi-
dent at Onset BIDCO, a subordinated debt fund that invested primarily in manufacturing and technol-
ogy businesses. Prior to that, he was a manager in the National Corporate Finance Group of Deloitte & 
Touche, where he provided M&A advisory services to middle-market companies. He began his career 
as an accountant with Deloitte & Touche, providing accounting and audit services and taught national 
firm training seminars. Mr. Eisenberg is active in many organizations, having served as president of the 
Detroit Chapter of the Association for Corporate Growth and an international board member, president 
of the Detroit Chapter and international board member of the Turnaround Management Association, 
president and board member of the Detroit Chapter of the Young Entrepreneur’s Organization, presi-
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dent of the Young Adult Division of the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Detroit and member of the 
Federation’s Board of Governors, president of the American-Israel Chamber of Commerce of Michigan, 
chairman of the Automotive Supplier Committee of the Michigan Association of CPAs and president 
of the Southeastern Michigan Venture Group. Mr. Eisenberg is a past recipient of Crain’s Detroit Busi-
ness list of “40 under 40” and a finalist for the Ernst & Young Entrepreneur of the Year award for 2007 
and 2008. He received his undergraduate degree in accounting from the University of Illinois and his 
M.B.A. in finance from Indiana University.

Hon. Catherine J. Furay is Chief Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Wisconsin in Madi-
son. Prior to her appointment, she practiced bankruptcy, commercial law and business litigation. 
Judge Furay is a frequent lecturer on bankruptcy, commercial law, ethics, marital property and liti-
gation skills. She served as an adjunct faculty member at the University of Wisconsin Law School 
teaching lawyering skills for 21 years, and also served as an instructor in the general practice course. 
In addition to being co-author of Wisconsin Business Advisors Series: Collections & Bankruptcy Vol. 
4 (Pinnacle Books), Judge Furay co-authored the Wisconsin Civil Litigation Forms Manual (Pinnacle 
Books) and is a contributing author to Construction Law, Chapter 16, “Bankruptcy.” She is also the 
author of several articles on various bankruptcy, collection, marital property and litigation topics, 
and in 2019, she became the editor-in-chief of Ginsberg & Martin on Bankruptcy. Judge Furay has 
served on the Board of Governors and various committees of the State Bar of Wisconsin, including 
its Executive and Finance Committees. She is a member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy 
Judges, serving as the Seventh Circuit representative on the Board of Governors and as a member of 
the Finance Committee, and she has served on the NextGen and Technology Committees of NCBJ. 
Judge Furay is an ABI member and currently serves on the advisory boards of ABI’s Central States 
Bankruptcy Workshop and the Hon. Eugene R. Wedoff Seventh Circuit Consumer Bankruptcy Con-
ference. She is also a member of the Bankruptcy Judges Advisory Group of the Administrative Office 
of the U.S. Courts, the bankruptcy judge member of the Advisory Process Review Working Group, 
and a member of the Advisory Group for the AO’s Bankruptcy Case Weighting Study. Judge Furay 
received her J.D. from the University of Wisconsin-Madison Law School.

Virginia E. George is an attorney at Steinhilber Swanson, LLP in Oshkosh, Wis., and she has served 
as a chapter 7 panel trustee in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court of the Eastern District of Wisconsin (Mil-
waukee Division) since 1999. She has been AV-rated by Martindale Hubbell for 25 years and has ex-
perience in all aspects of chapter 7 and 13 cases, including consumer and business cases and all types 
of adversary proceedings and enforcement actions. She has also represented creditors and debtors in 
chapter 11 and 12 cases. For the past 25 years, Ms. George has concentrated over 95 percent of her 
practice in bankruptcy and insolvency matters while serving as receiver in state and federal court and 
having previously represented a national lender in its Special Assets Division. She is a past two-term 
board member of the Bankruptcy Insolvency and Creditor’s Rights Section of the State Bar of Wis-
consin and a regular presenter at conferences on various bankruptcy topics. Ms. George received her 
J.D. from Marquette University Law School.

Kelly M. Hagan is an attorney with Hagan Law Offices PLC in Traverse City, Mich., where she con-
centrates her practice in bankruptcy and insolvency law, and is a chapter 7 panel trustee for the West-
ern District of Michigan. She has also served as a chapter 11 and liquidating trustee in Michigan and 
serves as a receiver and fiduciary in trust and estate matters. Ms. Hagan is a member of the State Bar 
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of Michigan and Oregon State Bar. She previously served on the board of the National Association of 
Bankruptcy Trustees (2004-17; President, 2013-14) and as editor of NABT’s quarterly journal (2008-
11). In the Western District of Michigan, she has served on the ADR Program Committee (2014-15, 
co-chair with Hon. James W. Boyd), Merit Selection Panel for the Bankruptcy Judgeships for the 
Western District of Michigan (2013) and Local Rules Committee (2010-11 and 2016 - present). She 
is Board Certified in Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification and holds a 
Probate and Estate Planning Certificate from the State Bar of Michigan. Ms. Hagan received her B.A. 
in English literature and language in 1991 from the University of Michigan and her J.D. in 1995 from 
the University of Oregon School of Law.

Hon. Beth E. Hanan is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Wisconsin in Milwau-
kee, appointed in May 2015. Previously, she was an appellate lawyer and litigator in Wisconsin, and 
served several terms as managing member of a trial practice boutique, Gass Weber Mullins. She also 
worked at larger firms Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren and Quarles & Brady. Judge Hanan was chair 
of the Wisconsin Judicial Council, a supervisor of the Small Claims Mediation Clinic at Milwaukee 
County Circuit Court, and also chaired the board of Catholic Charities in Milwaukee. She received 
her J.D. in 1996 from the University of Wisconsin Law School.

Kim K. Hillary is a partner with Schafer & Weiner in Bloomfield Hills, Mich., and has been assisting 
debtors and creditors to minimize the disruption and negative impact of debtor insolvencies and to 
resolve commercial disputes for more than 10 years. In addition to representing clients as a negotiator 
and litigator in a variety of commercial disputes, she has represented small business and individual 
debtors in bankruptcies, lender workouts and out-of-court restructurings. Her chapter 11 bankruptcy 
expertise includes negotiating debtor financing and cash-collateral orders, plans of reorganization, 
and the representation of unsecured creditors’ committees. She has also represented both debtors 
and creditors in all aspects of lender workouts, including negotiating and restructuring troubled debt, 
drafting forbearance agreements, complex loan agreements and documenting secured transactions. 
Ms. Hillary received her B.A. cum laude in 1998 from Western Michigan University and her J.D. cum 
laude in 2004 from Wayne State University.

Thomas E. Hoffman is a banking industry consumer regulatory and compliance and a commercial 
financial restructuring and bankruptcy attorney with Barnes & Thornburg LLP in Minneapolis and 
offers banking, financial services and other institutional clients decades of experience working both 
in-house as bank counsel and in private practice. In consumer matters, he advises on legal and regula-
tory compliance matters pertaining to default servicing across consumer lines of business, including 
analyzing and managing legal risk issues in collections, bankruptcy, foreclosure, replevin, and se-
cured and unsecured claims. In commercial matters, he works with the lending divisions of financial 
institutions and mortgage, trust, equipment finance and insurance companies and other creditors on 
commercial restructuring, workout and bankruptcy matters. Mr. Hoffman previously worked more 
than 25 years as an in-house attorney at Wells Fargo & Co. He frequently presents at continuing legal 
education seminars in Minnesota and nationally. Mr. Hoffman is a member of the Minnesota State 
Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Section, the Hennepin County Bar Association and the U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Court for the District of Minnesota’s Bankruptcy Practice Committee. He also is a former 
adjunct professor at both William Mitchell College of Law and St. Thomas Law School, and he is a 
former investigator with the Fourth Judicial District Ethics Committee. Mr. Hoffman is listed in The 
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Best Lawyers in America for 2017-19 and in Minnesota Super Lawyers from 2003-08. He received 
his B.A. from Holy Cross College and his J.D. in 1983 from Mitchell Hamline School of Law.

Mark T. Iammartino, CPA, CIRA is a senior managing director at Development Specialists Inc. in 
Chicago and has more than 20 years of consulting experience in corporate turnaround management, 
restructuring services, credit analysis and due diligence. His expertise includes facilitating creditor 
negotiations, designing and implementing cost-reduction and turnaround initiatives, exploring and 
executing strategic options such as a corporate sales or refinancing, and improving cash and liquid-
ity management. He also advises lenders, unsecured creditors, investors and other capital providers 
to enable them to better understand and evaluate their options and potential recoveries with regards 
to their portfolio companies currently in distressed or crisis situations. Mr. Iammartino has worked 
across a wide variety of industries located both domestically and internationally. His industry experi-
ence includes manufacturing and distribution, financial services, health care, agribusiness, gaming, 
and consumer and business services companies. Prior to joining DSI in 2018, Mr. Iammartino was 
with MorrisAnderson and spent more than a dozen years with Ernst & Young and Arthur Andersen. 
He received his Bachelor’s degree in finance and accounting from the University of Illinois at Urba-
na-Champaign and his M.B.A. from the University of Chicago Booth School of Business.

Mark Kindy, CPA is a managing director with Alvarez & Marsal Disputes and Investigations in New 
York, where he co-leads its Forensic Technology Services practice and is a member of its Global Ex-
ecutive Committee. His experience includes discovery management, digital media, information, re-
cords and document management, and technology and operations management. Mr. Kindy’s primary 
area of concentration is evidence and discovery management. With more than 25 years of litigation, 
discovery and technology experience, he has assisted corporations and law firms on all aspects of 
litigation readiness, technology and discovery-process activities. Currently, Mr. Kindy is the CIO and 
CDO and leads the Data Mining & Analytics and eDiscovery teams for the Lehman Brothers Hold-
ings bankruptcy, assisting with its wind-down, claims-adjudication processes and litigation. He has 
worked with clients across various industries, including construction, financial services, pharmaceu-
tical, health care, energy, telecom, media and entertainment, automotive, aerospace, consumer prod-
uct and technology. His notable clients include CitiCorp, Deutsche Bank, Lehman Brothers Holdings, 
TRW, Chevron, Shell Oil, General Motors, Boeing, R J Reynolds, AT&T, Unisys, NEC, HCA, John-
son & Johnson, News Corp., Viacom, Major League Baseball, Bausch & Lomb, DOJ and numerous 
Am Law 100/250 law firms. Mr. Kindy directed a team of professionals in the collection, analysis 
and damage-claim preparation of historical environmental costs for a global chemical company in 
its insurance claims trial. He also directed the collection, processing and presentation of historical 
environmental documents for two Top Ten international oil companies in their environmental insur-
ance cost-recovery claim matters. Before joining A&M, Mr. Kindy worked with global professional 
services firms as a partner and managing director and led legal services firms in CEO and executive 
vice president positions in service and operations. He has written articles and lectured on informa-
tion governance, information management, electronic discovery and digital media issues. He is also 
a member of The Sedona Conference, Working Group 1 (WG1) and WG1 Possession, Custody and 
Control Drafting Committee. Mr. Kindy received his Bachelor’s degree in accounting with high dis-
tinction from Indiana University. He is a CPA in Ohio and Arizona.
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Caralyce M. Lassner is a practitioner with the Law Office of George E. Jacobs and Associates in Flint, 
Mich., and has practiced exclusively in the area of consumer bankruptcy for over 15 years and utilizes 
her prior experience in other fields to provide comprehensive representation to consumer debtors. She 
is admitted to the State Bar of Michigan, the U.S. District Courts for the Eastern and Western Districts 
of Michigan, and the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Ohio. Ms. Lassner is an active 
member of the Consumer Bankruptcy Association (CBA). In addition to representing consumer debtors 
in chapters 7 and 13, she previously sat on the board of directors of the Consumer Bankruptcy Associa-
tion, co-chaired ABI’s Consumer Bankruptcy Committee, and served as the conference chair of the an-
nual CBA-ABI Hon. Steven W. Rhodes Consumer Bankruptcy Conference for several years. She also 
helped plan the Annual ICLE-CBA Consumer Bankruptcy Institute (2010-12), the 2011 Federal Bar 
Association/CBA Trial Advocacy Workshop, and the ICLE Bankruptcy Bootcamp in 2011. Ms. Lassner 
was named the Consumer Bankruptcy Association’s 2010 Member of the Year and as one of Michigan 
Lawyers Weekly’s 20 Up and Coming Lawyers in 2011. She also formerly served as the newsletter edi-
tor of ABI’s Consumer Bankruptcy Committee. Ms. Lassner is a regular speaker at local and regional 
seminars and has authored and coauthored materials presented at several local and national bankruptcy 
seminars. She received her bachelor’s degree in technology and interdisciplinary studies from Wayne 
State University in 1997 and her J.D. from Thomas M. Cooley Law School in 2000.

James A. Lodoen is a partner in the Minneapolis office of Ballard Spahr LLP, where he represents 
lenders, debtors, trustees, committees and buyers in bankruptcy cases and workouts. He has repre-
sented the chapter 11 trustee and the liquidating trust of Petters Co. Inc. and the receiver of Thomas 
Petters, which representation has included the unwinding of the Ponzi scheme, litigating billions of 
dollars of clawback claims and liquidation of assets. Mr. Lodoen has been involved in numerous 
§ 363 sales, including representing Polaroid Corp. as debtor-in-possession. He also represents clients 
with agriculture and agribusiness issues including financial restructurings. Mr. Lodoen previously 
served as judicial law clerk to Hon. William A. Hill, U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of North 
Dakota, during the farm-crisis in the 80s. He is regularly recognized in The Best Lawyers in America 
and Super Lawyers, and was recognized as 2018 Minneapolis Bankruptcy-Litigation “Lawyer of the 
Year.” Mr. Lodoen is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certifi-
cation and is a Fellow in the American Bankruptcy College. He received his B.S. from North Dakota 
State University and his J.D. in 1985 from the University of North Dakota School of Law.

Hon. Brett H. Ludwig is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Wisconsin in Milwau-
kee, sworn in on Feb. 27, 2017. Before doing so, he was a commercial litigation partner at Foley 
& Lardner LLP in Milwaukee. Upon graduation from law school, Judge Ludwig clerked for Hon. 
George G. Fagg on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit. While he now sits primarily in 
Milwaukee, his assignment includes assisting with bankruptcy cases in the Western District of Wis-
consin, and as a result, he also frequently presides over bankruptcy matters at the U.S. Courthouse 
in Eau Claire. Judge Ludwig received his B.A. from the University of Wisconsin – Stevens Point in 
1991 and his J.D. from the University of Minnesota Law School in 1994.

Megan P. McKnight is the founder of Tealstone Law, PLC in Royal Oak, Mich., where she concen-
trates her practice in the areas of e-discovery, information governance and commercial litigation. She 
founded the firm after spending 15 years in private practice working at large law firm. Ms. McKnight 
advises businesses and other lawyers on e-discovery issues, from developing early discovery plans 
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and advising on implementing defensible litigation holds to triaging unexpected e-discovery issues 
mid-litigation. She works collaboratively with other lawyers, business agents and technologists to 
develop strategies for the efficient and effective management of electronically stored information in 
litigation. Ms. McKnight has experience representing businesses, financial institutions, individuals 
and public entities in a range of matters, including contract disputes, fraud and other misconduct, 
lender liability, loan defaults, bankruptcy adversary proceedings, and real estate disputes. She is ad-
mitted to practice in the state, federal and bankruptcy courts in Michigan, as well as in the state and 
federal courts in Illinois. Ms. McKnight received her Bachelor’s degree cum laude in sociology and 
political science in 1999 from Kalamazoo College and her J.D. cum laude in 2003 from the Univer-
sity of Michigan Law School.

John W. Menn is a partner in the bankruptcy and insolvency group of Steinhilber Swanson LLP in 
Oshkosh, Wis., and has built a practice centered primarily around consumer bankruptcy, farm reor-
ganizations and business reorganizations. He represents individual and business debtors in chapter 
7, 11, 12 and 13 cases, and he represents debtors in adversary proceedings in bankruptcy, as well 
as negotiating settlements outside of bankruptcy. He also assists clients who are facing foreclosure, 
helping them defend their foreclosure case and resolve their default through chapter 13, and he has 
helped many clients obtain home mortgage modifications through the Mortgage Modification Media-
tion Program, as well as through direct modifications with lenders outside of bankruptcy. In addition 
to his debtor work, Mr. Menn represents creditors in all chapters of bankruptcy, advising them of their 
rights, filing claims, negotiating and litigating disputed matters, and pursuing nondischargeability 
complaints. He has been a speaker at various seminars on topics including exemption issues in bank-
ruptcy, creditors’ rights when customers file bankruptcy, chapter 12 farm-reorganization issues, and 
chapter 13 bankruptcy issues including attorneys’ fees, student loans, unfiled claims and dealing with 
underwater mortgages in chapter 13 cases. Mr. Menn received his J.D. in 2009 from the University 
of Wisconsin.

Nicholas M. Miller is a partner with Neal, Gerber & Eisenberg LLP in Chicago and focuses on 
troubled businesses, their secured and unsecured creditors (including banks and other lenders, bond-
holders, indenture trustees and official committees of unsecured creditors), and distressed investors 
and asset-purchasers. Most of his engagements involve actual or contemplated chapter 11 bankruptcy 
proceedings. Mr. Miller represents both large and small companies, but his focus is on the middle 
market. His work has spanned a broad range of industries, including consumer products, gaming, 
hospitality, health care, financial services, real estate, retail, manufacturing, media and multiple tech-
nologies. He is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification 
and received the Turnaround Management Association’s national 2010 Mid-Size Transaction of the 
Year Award, as well as the national and regional 2013 Small Company Turnaround of Year Award. In 
addition, he received the 2019 Global M&A Network’s Turnaround Atlas Award for Top Consumer 
Products Restructuring.  He has been listed in Chambers USA since 2014. Mr. Miller is the immedi-
ate past president of the Chicago chapter of the Turnaround Management Association. He also serves 
on the board of directors of Partnership to Educate and Advance Kids (PEAK), which strives to help 
at-risk youth achieve academic and personal success. Mr. Miller received his B.A. summa cum laude 
in 1995 from Cleveland State University and his J.D. cum laude in 1998 from Cleveland-Marshall 
College of Law.
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Hon. Robyn L. Moberly is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Indiana in 
Indianapolis. She served on the superior court bench in Indianapolis from January 1997 until her ap-
pointment to the bankruptcy court. In state court, she presided over major felony court for four years 
and civil court for 12 years. Prior to her judicial service, Judge Moberly was a general practitioner 
for 17 years. She served as president of the IU McKinney School of Law Alumni Association and 
of the Indiana Judges Association, as president and board member of the Indianapolis Bar Associa-
tion, as board member of the Indiana Judicial Conference, and as associate presiding judge of the 
Marion Superior Court. Judge Moberly has been recognized for her contributions to our community 
by receiving the Indianapolis Bar Association’s President’s Award, the Board of Directors Award and 
the Indianapolis Bar Association’s Pro Bono Award. She also received the 2016 Indianapolis Busi-
ness Journal’s Women of Influence award, the Distinguished Barrister award by the Indiana Lawyer 
newspaper, the Woman of Achievement award by Ball State University, and the Woman for All Sea-
sons by the St. Thomas Moore Society. Judge Moberly received her J.D. cum laude in 1978 from the 
Indiana University McKinney School of Law.

Brittany S. Ogden is a partner at the Madison, Wis., office of Quarles & Brady LLP and chair of its 
Bankruptcy, Restructuring & Creditor’s Rights Practice Group. With her commercial litigation and 
bankruptcy practice in state and federal courts, she focuses on creditors’ rights work and regularly 
represents financial institutions, equipment-finance companies, and secured and unsecured creditors. 
She is commonly involved with chapter 7, 11, 12 and 13 bankruptcy proceedings and receiverships, 
including chapter 128 cases. She also routinely represents clients in the agricultural industry. Ms. 
Ogden is admitted to practice law in the state of New York, the state of Wisconsin, the U.S. District 
Court for the Northern District of New York, and the U.S. District Courts for the Eastern and West-
ern Districts of Wisconsin. She is a member of the American Bar Association, ABI, the Turnaround 
Management Association, IWIRC and the James E. Doyle American Inns of Court. She is an active 
member of the Equipment Leasing and Finance Association as co-chair of its Amicus Brief Com-
mittee and as a member of its Service Provider’s Committee. Ms. Ogden received her undergraduate 
degree from the University of Wisconsin-Madison in 1996 and her J.D. from Syracuse University 
College of Law in 1999.

James R. Oppenhuizen is an attorney with Oppenhuizen Law Firm, PLC in Grand Rapids, Mich., 
where he focuses his practice on bankruptcy law and facilitating international investment both in the 
U.S. and internationally, with specific emphasis on distressed EB-5 investor visa projects both in and 
out of bankruptcy proceedings and securities fraud in EB-5 projects and outside. He represents busi-
nesses and business people in bankruptcy and insolvency matters, as well as related litigation and 
appeals. Mr. Oppenhuizen is regularly invited to speak on panels involving chapter 11 bankruptcy 
proceedings, as well as workout strategies.

Hon. Daniel S. Opperman is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Michigan in Flint 
and Bay City, sworn in on July 13, 2006. He is also the Chief Judge on the Bankruptcy Appellate 
Panel for the Sixth Circuit and is currently serving a second term on that Panel. Prior to taking the 
bench, Judge Opperman practiced with Braun Kendrick Finkbeiner, where he concentrated in litiga-
tion, bankruptcy and real estate. He earned his B.S. magna cum laude from Eastern Michigan Univer-
sity and his J.D. magna cum laude from Wayne State University Law School, where he was a member 
of the Wayne Law Review and served as note and comment editor.
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Benjamin Payne is a creditor’s rights and bankruptcy lawyer with Hanson & Payne in Milwaukee. 
His clients include hundreds of individuals for whom he has filed chapter 7 and 13 bankruptcy cases, 
as well as banks, credit unions, suppliers and individuals seeking payment of their claims. He also 
represents financially troubled businesses trying to restructure their debt or close down their opera-
tions. Mr. Payne is a frequent lecturer on topics related to bankruptcy law and sits on the board of 
directors of the Bankruptcy, Insolvency and Creditors’ Rights section of the Wisconsin State Bar. He 
is admitted to practice in the State of Wisconsin and before the U.S. Bankruptcy Courts for the East-
ern and Western Districts of Wisconsin and the Northern District of Illinois. He has been admitted pro 
hac vice to bankruptcy courts around the country representing clients in preference defense cases. Mr. 
Payne presently sits on the board of directors for the Bankruptcy, Insolvency and Creditors’ Rights 
section of the Wisconsin State Bar and edits the “Marital Property” chapter of the Collier Family 
Law and the Bankruptcy Code treatise. He received his undergraduate degree from the University of 
Wisconsin and his J.D. from Marquette Law School.

Nancy A. Peterman is chair of Greenberg Traurig, LLP’s Restructuring & Bankruptcy Practice in 
Chicago and has more than 25 years of experience focusing her practice on complex corporate re-
structurings and M&A transactions involving special situations and distressed companies, whether 
implemented in court or out of court. She has represented private-equity funds, debtors, sellers, pur-
chasers, investor groups and creditors in these matters. Ms. Peterman has experience in numerous 
industries, including manufacturing, real estate, retail and gaming, with a particular focus on health 
care. She is a former member of ABI’s Board of Directors and Executive Committee. A frequent 
speaker and author, she was co-editor in chief of the Wiley Bankruptcy Law Update, assistant editor 
for West’s Norton Bankruptcy Law and Practice treatise, and an assistant editor and a contributing 
author for ABI’s Health Care Insolvency Manual. She also assisted in drafting the health care bank-
ruptcy provisions of the 2005 amendments to the Bankruptcy Code. Ms. Peterman is a Fellow in the 
American College of Bankruptcy, is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American 
Board of Certification, and is listed in Chambers USA and The Best Lawyers in America. She received 
both her undergraduate degree and J.D. from the University of Michigan.

John T. Piggins is a member of Miller, Johnson, Snell & Cummiskey, P.L.C. in Grand Rapids, Mich., 
and chairs its Bankruptcy - Creditors’/Debtors’ Rights practice group. He has been practicing law 
since 1982 and specializes in representing creditors, trustees and debtors in all types of bankruptcy-
related matters. Mr. Piggins has also assisted numerous business entities in matters related to com-
mercial contracts, real estate, business organization and mortgage banking. He represents creditors’ 
committees in chapter 11 cases and represents business and individual debtors in chapter 7, 11, 12 
and 13 bankruptcy matters, as well as out-of-court workouts. Mr. Piggins has assisted many financial 
institutions and other commercial lenders in analyzing and protecting their rights in bankruptcy and 
nonbankruptcy matters through negotiations, court proceedings and debtor asset liquidation. Addi-
tionally, he represents bankruptcy trustees in their attempts to recover and liquidate bankruptcy estate 
assets. Mr. Piggins has worked as a chapter 7 bankruptcy trustee in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for 
the Western District of Michigan and has guided financial institutions, businesses and individuals 
through the negotiation and drafting of contracts supporting all types of commercial transactions, 
including contracts for the purchase and sale of businesses and business assets, employment agree-
ments, vendor agreements, financing agreements, business management agreements and others. He 
has been responsible for negotiating and drafting all contracts necessary to evidence the commercial 
transactions between a nationwide mortgage lender and its largest vendors and financiers. Mr. Pig-
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gins has represented buyers, sellers, lessees and lessors of commercial and residential real estate 
throughout Michigan, and has represented creditors and debtors in construction lien, foreclosure and 
forfeiture matters. He has also been responsible for all aspects of negotiating and drafting commer-
cial real estate leases for a tenant with more than 40 offices throughout the U.S., and he has assisted 
clients with the legal aspects of forming, operating and dissolving business entities. Mr. Piggins is a 
member and former treasurer of the Bankruptcy Steering Committee for the Federal Bar Association 
of the Western District of Michigan. He also is a member of ABI, the National Association of Bank-
ruptcy Trustees, the Michigan Bar Association’s Real Property and Business Law Sections, the Grand 
Rapids Bar Association and the American Bar Association. Mr. Piggins is listed in The Best Lawyers 
in America for Banking Law, and for Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorga-
nization Law. He is also recognized in Super Lawyers for Bankruptcy & Creditor/Debtor Rights, and 
he has presented at numerous seminars in the areas of commercial, collection and bankruptcy law. Mr. 
Piggins received his undergraduate degree in business from Michigan State University in 1979 and 
his J.D. in 1982 from Wayne State University Law School in Detroit.

Hon. Mark A. Randon is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Michigan in Detroit, 
appointed in 2014. Previously, Judge Randon served as a Magistrate Judge for the U.S. District Court 
for the Eastern District of Michigan and was appointed to the 36th District Court, where he served 
from 2001-09. He also worked as a labor and employment attorney for Honigman, Miller, Schwartz 
and Cohn; Miller, Canfield, Paddock and Stone; United Technologies Automotive; and the Detroit 
Board of Education. He currently teaches a bankruptcy law course at the University of Detroit Law 
School and Western Michigan University Cooley Law School. Judge Randon received his bachelor’s 
degree from Michigan State University in 1989 and his J.D. from the University of Michigan Law 
School in 1992.

Hon. Michael E. Ridgway is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Minnesota in Minneapolis 
and Fergus Falls, sworn in on May 20, 2013. He has also presided over cases in the District of North 
Dakota. From 2006 until his appointment, Judge Ridgway served as a trial attorney with the U.S. 
Trustee’s Program in Minneapolis. In October 2011, he was among a group of seven U.S. Trustee Pro-
gram attorneys who received the U.S. Attorney General’s Distinguished Service Award, the Depart-
ment of Justice’s second-highest award for employee performance, for “Exceptional Work to Address 
Misconduct and Abusive Practices in the U.S. Bankruptcy System.” From 1998-2006, he was an as-
sistant U.S. attorney in the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District of South Dakota. During his tenure 
there, he represented the interest of the federal government in both civil and criminal matters, includ-
ing bankruptcy, asset-forfeiture, and prosecutions of white-collar fraud cases. Judge Ridgway has 17 
years of litigation experience, and he served as an elected county prosecutor for over five years. He 
has prosecuted several bench and jury trials in both the state and federal courts. Judge Ridgway has 
taught a course in bankruptcy over the last four years at the University of St. Thomas Law School. 
He received his undergraduate degree in 1978 from Yankton College and his J.D. in 1981 from the 
University of Notre Dame Law School.

Peter J. Roberts is a partner in the Financial Restructuring & Bankruptcy Group of Fox Rothschild 
LLP in Chicago, where he concentrates his practice in bankruptcy, reorganization and related litiga-
tion. In over 25 years of practice, he has represented and advised debtors, trustees, receivers, assign-
ees, financial institutions, trade creditors, landlords, equipment lessors, creditors’ committees and 
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prospective buyers in a variety of insolvency contexts and in virtually all aspects of bankruptcy. His 
experience includes the development of workout strategies for debtors and creditors, the formulation 
and consummation of plans of reorganization, the sale of assets in distressed situations, the litigation 
of contested matters in state and federal courts, and appellate practice before the Seventh Circuit 
Court of Appeals and the U.S. Supreme Court. Since 2005, Mr. Roberts has been consistently named 
a “Super Lawyer” in the areas of bankruptcy and creditor/debtor rights by the publishers of Law & 
Politics and Chicago Magazine. He was also included in the 19th through 25th editions of The Best 
Lawyers in America in the practice area of bankruptcy and creditor debtor rights/insolvency and 
reorganization law. Mr. Roberts has been an ABI member since 1999 and has served as an associate 
editor of the ABI Journal since 2015. He received his A.B. in history cum laude from Boston College 
in 1987 and his J.D. from Duke University School of Law.

Jennifer M. Schank is an attorney with Fuhrman & Dodge, S.C. in Middleton, Wis., where she fo-
cuses her practice on debtor/creditor rights, bankruptcy, collections, asset protection and real estate 
matters. Her practice includes the representation of individuals and businesses in a wide variety of 
financial disputes. Ms. Schank has represented clients in state and federal courts in chapters 7, 11, 12 
and 13, and in challenges to bankruptcy discharges, fraudulent transfers and various adversary pro-
ceedings. She is a member of the State Bar of Wisconsin, the Western District Bankruptcy Bar Asso-
ciation, and the Bankruptcy, Insolvency, and Creditors’ Rights Section of the State Bar of Wisconsin. 
Ms. Schank received her B.S. from the University of Wisconsin – Eau Claire and her J.D. from the 
University of Wisconsin.

James Patrick Shea is chair of the Creditors’ Rights Practice Group of Kolesar & Leatham in Las 
Vegas and has more than 35 years of experience advising financial institutions, landlords, vendors, 
creditors’ committees, debtors, bankruptcy trustees and other parties in business bankruptcy proceed-
ings and commercial litigation matters. He is nationally recognized in the field of commercial insol-
vency and reorganization and is a former ABI president and chairman. An ABI member since 1988, 
he has also served as ABI’s Vice President-Communications & Information Technology was the 
founding chair of ABI’s Subcommittee on Gaming Insolvencies and Reorganizations. Mr. Shea chairs 
ABI’s Civility Task Force and is a former program chair of ABI’s Southwest Bankruptcy Conference. 
He also is the founding and current chairman of the State Bar of Nevada’s Bankruptcy Law Section, 
co-chaired the Ninth Circuit Lawyer Representatives for the District of Nevada, and was elected to 
the Ninth Circuit Judicial Conference Executive Committee. Mr. Shea has represented clients in sig-
nificant hotel/casino bankruptcies, including those filed by Landmark, Marina, Riviera, Bally’s, Gold 
River, Stratosphere, Arizona Charlie’s, Debbie Reynolds, Aladdin Hotel & Casino, Hooters Hotel 
& Casino, Stations Casinos, and Lucky Dragon Hotel and Casino. He has also handled high-profile 
bankruptcies involving such companies such as National Airlines, Sunworld Airlines, AgriBioTech, 
Mego Financial, Amerco (U-Haul), USA Capital, Pegasus Mining, Veris Gold, Vegas TV and Lake 
Las Vegas. Mr. Shea is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell and is consistently listed in The Best Lawyers 
in America and Mountain West Super Lawyers. He received both his undergraduate degree and his 
J.D. from the University of Arizona, where he received the chairmanship to the Moot Court Board 
and the Mitchell C. Nelson Award for legal scholarship.

Kristina M. Stanger is a member of the Nyemaster Goode, P.C.’s Litigation Department in Des 
Moines, Iowa, and her litigation experience includes both plaintiff and defendant work in a variety 
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of contexts, including commercial and contract claims, business torts, employment and discrimina-
tion, personal injury, professional malpractice, property damage, construction litigation and product 
liability. Ms. Stanger was commissioned as a Medical Service Corps Officer in the U.S. Army in 2000 
through the OCS program. She served in Iraq from 2003-04 and continues to serve through the Iowa 
National Guard. Ms. Stanger is a member of the National Order of Barristers, national and local bar 
association organizations, the Defense Research Institute and the Iowa Defense Counsel, and is active 
with lobbying and mentoring programs within the military organization. She has given speeches and 
authored articles and updates regarding civil and military law matters, and in 2018 was honored as 
one of ABI’s “40 Under 40.” Ms. Stanger received her J.D. with high honors and Order of the Coif 
from Drake University Law School, where she was a member of the Drake Law Review and active in 
its moot court program.

Craig E. Stevenson is an equity partner at DeWitt LLP in Madison, Wis., where he practices in the 
areas of creditors’ rights, business bankruptcy and litigation. He represents debtors and creditors in all 
chapters of bankruptcy, receiverships, workouts, and state and federal litigation, and he handles bank-
ruptcy appeals before the district and circuit courts. As debtor’s counsel, Mr. Stevenson has assisted 
various types of businesses, including dealerships, manufacturers, retailers, restaurants, hotels and 
farms, as well as individuals, in chapter 11 and 12 cases. He also has handled many complex cases 
for individuals under chapters 7 and 13, and represents the rights of secured and unsecured creditors 
in both bankruptcy and nonbankruptcy matters. Mr. Stevenson is a regular presenter at a number of 
seminars, including those hosted by ABI and the State Bar of Wisconsin. He currently serves on the 
board of the Bankruptcy, Insolvency and Creditors’ Rights Section of the Wisconsin State Bar, and is 
a past chair of the Western District of Wisconsin Bankruptcy Bar Association. Mr. Stevenson received 
his B.B.A. cum laude from DePauw University and his J.D. from the University of Wisconsin Law 
School.

Michael R. Stewart is a partner at Faegre Baker Daniels LLP in Minneapolis, where he is the leader 
of its Finance & Restructuring Group. He also leads the agribusiness finance and bankruptcy segment 
of the firm’s Food & Agriculture industry team and serves on the steering committee for the firm’s 
Financial Services industry team. Mr. Stewart practices primarily in the areas of bankruptcy, se-
cured transactions, creditors’ rights and banking law, representing lenders in all aspects of structuring, 
documenting and collecting commercial and DIP loans. He has significant experience in workouts 
and chapter 11 bankruptcies on a national basis. Mr. Stewart is a Fellow and Eighth Circuit Regent 
in the American College of Bankruptcy and is listed in The Best Lawyers in America. He also is the 
past-president of the Upper Midwest Chapter of the Turnaround Management Association, and the 
former chairman of the Bankruptcy Law Section of the Minnesota State Bar Association. In addition, 
he is a member of ABI, the Turnaround Management Association, the American Bar Association, the 
Commercial Finance Association and the Minnesota State Bar Association, and he served on the Min-
nesota Receivership Statute Committee. Mr. Stewart is a frequent lecturer and a contributing author to 
Successful Partnering Between Inside and Outside Counsel, published by Thomson Reuters; Debtor 
Creditor Handbook, published by Minnesota Continuing Legal Education; and The Art of Grain Mer-
chandising, published by Stipes Publishing Co. He also is a co-editor of Bankruptcy Practice in Min-
nesota, a deskbook published by Minnesota Continuing Legal Education. Mr. Stewart received his 
undergraduate degree from Cornell College in 1977 and his J.D. from Harvard Law School in 1980.
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Sheryl L. Toby is a member of Dykema Gossett PLLC in Bloomfield Hills, Mich., and has experi-
ence in two unrelated fields. First she regularly advises manufacturing entities (such as automotive 
clients) in a wide variety of day-to-day supply-chain matters. In both traditional and advanced tech-
nology manufacturing, she focuses on legal requirements within the context of practical application. 
Ms. Toby works closely with purchasing groups and in-house legal, finance and other business teams 
in developing strategies for addressing business challenges that intersect with operational and legal 
issues. Her experience spans across matters such as the development of unique collaborative agree-
ments in advanced vehicle manufacturing, front-end procurement contracting best practices and ad-
dressing “stop-ship,” and financially troubled suppliers and other litigation threats. She is often called 
upon by entities to strategize with and lead experts in a variety of other disciplines to address unique 
challenges faced by companies in highly regulated manufacturing-based industries, including, for 
example, internal investigations of safety issues and other matters. Second, Ms. Toby is a prominent 
bankruptcy and restructuring attorney with over 30 years of experience. She has been involved in 
numerous significant bankruptcy cases throughout the country and is a frequent speaker and media 
consultant in her fields. Ms. Toby has been named in The Best Lawyers in America, has been des-
ignated a “Michigan Super Lawyer” in Bankruptcy & Creditor/Debtor Rights by Law & Politics, is 
listed in the Martindale-Hubbell Bar Register of Preeminent Women Lawyers, and was selected to 
Crain’s Detroit Business “40 Under 40” list. She received her B.A. from Michigan State University 
and her J.D. cum laude from Wayne State University, where she was a member of the Order of the 
Coif and worked on its law review.

Hon. Thomas J. Tucker is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Michigan in Detroit, 
appointed on March 21, 2003. He was reappointed to a second 14-year term on March 21, 2017, by 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit. Following law school, Judge Tucker clerked for Hon. 
Albert J. Engel of the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals. He then entered private practice for 20 years 
with the law firm of Cooper & Walinski, L.P.A. of Toledo, Ohio, where he focused on commercial 
litigation including bankruptcy, Uniform Commercial Code and contract disputes, and he served as a 
member of the firm’s board of directors. Judge Tucker received his B.A.summa cum laude from the 
University of Toledo and his J.D. cum laude from Harvard Law School, where he served as an editor 
of the Harvard Civil Rights-Civil Liberties Law Review.

Lisa B. Vandesteeg, CIPP is the chair of both the Litigation and Dispute Resolution and the Data 
Security and Privacy groups at Sugar Felsenthal Grais & Helsinger LLP in its Chicago office. She 
concentrates her practice in the areas of bankruptcy, commercial litigation, business disputes, and 
privacy and data-security issues. Ms. Vandesteeg has been an associate editor of the ABI Journal for 
the last several years and was a member of ABI’s inaugural class of “40 Under 40” in 2017. She is 
also on the board of the Chicago Network of the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring 
Confederation. Ms. Vandesteeg assists clients with developing and implementing information-secu-
rity programs that are reasonable and appropriate for their specific business needs and risks, and she 
also advises clients on their various cybersecurity compliance and regulatory issues. She received her 
B.A. from Columbia University and her J.D. from Boston College.

Brian P. Welch is a partner at Burke, Warren, MacKay & Serritella, P.C. in Chicago and is a member 
of the firm’s Restructuring, Insolvency and Bankruptcy practice group. His practice is primarily fo-
cused on the fields of bankruptcy, business reorganization, debtors’ and creditors’ rights, insolvency 
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and commercial litigation. He has represented diverse groups of clients including individual and 
corporate debtors in chapter 11 and 7 proceedings, secured and unsecured creditors, estate representa-
tives such as chapter 7 and 11 trustees, plan administrators and assignees for the benefit of creditors. 
Mr. Welch has been recognized as a “Rising Star” in the field of Business Bankruptcy by Illinois 
Super Lawyers magazine and as an “Emerging Lawyer” in the field of Bankruptcy & Workout Law 
by Illinois Emerging Lawyers magazine. He received his B.A. in 2008 from the University of Illinois, 
Urbana-Champaign, where he made the Dean’s List, and his J.D. cum laude in 2011 from The John 
Marshall Law School, where he was a member of The John Marshall Law Review, on the executive 
board of the Moot Court Honors Program and on the Dean’s List.

Hon. Mary Ann Whipple is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Ohio in Toledo, 
serving her second term. She also served a term on the Sixth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel. 
Before her appointment as a bankruptcy judge, she practiced law for 20 years as a commercial, bank-
ruptcy and employment litigator with Fuller & Henry Ltd. in Toledo. Judge Whipple is admitted to 
practice in Ohio and Michigan and before the U.S. Supreme Court, U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Sixth Circuit and the U.S. District Courts for the Northern District of Ohio and the Eastern District of 
Michigan. In addition, she has taught creditor/debtor law as a part-time faculty member at the Univer-
sity of Toledo College of Law. Judge Whipple received the 2008 Toledo Bar Association Community 
Service Award and the Toledo Women’s Bar Association’s Arabella Babb Mansfield Award in 2016, 
and is also a master in and past president of The Morrison R. Waite Chapter of the American Inns of 
Court Foundation. She received her A.B. in Russian studies from the University of Michigan in 1977 
and her J.D. from Stanford Law School in 1981.

Steven R. Wybo is a senior restructuring and management consulting professional at Conway MacK-
enzie, Inc. in Birmingham, Mich., and has more than 20 years of experience in providing turnaround, 
reorganization, M&A and financial advisory services to distressed and underperforming companies 
and their constituents. He has served as an interim CFO, CRO, COO, treasurer and court-appointed 
receiver for several middle-market companies. He also sits on the board of a large middle-market 
international Tier I and II automotive supplier. Mr. Wybo is the managing partner for Conway MacK-
enzie’s Michigan market, as well as its Automotive Practice Group Leader, and he serves on the firm’s 
board of directors. He received his B.S. in accounting from Michigan State University and his M.B.A. 
with high distinction from the University of Michigan’s Ross School of Business, where he was a 
member of the national honor societies of Beta Gamma Sigma and Phi Kappa Phi.


