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Paul M. Bach, CPA is the owner of Paul M Bach Law Office in Northbrook, Ill., and has handled 
clients throughout Northern Illinois on a variety of legal issues, with an emphasis on bankruptcy. 
He has also handled insurance subrogation matters, complex real estate closings and out-of-bank-
ruptcy matters. Mr. Bach has saved thousands of homes from foreclosure and has assisted clients 
in chapter 7, 11 and 13 proceedings. Previously, Mr. Bach worked for Codo, Bonds, Zumstein and 
Konzelman, PC in Joliet, Ill., where he was promoted to partner in less than five years. During this 
time, he completed his CPA coursework. In March 1999, Mr. Bach started his own law firm, then 
from April 2013 to April 2016, he worked for Sulaiman Law Group, Ltd. in Oak Brook, Ill., He 
reopened Bach Law Offices in May 2016. Mr. Bach received his B.S. in political science in 1988 
from Bradley University and his J.D. in 1992 from Drake University.

Ronald S. Barliant is Of Counsel with the Chicago law firm Goldberg Kohn, where he had been 
a principal in the Bankruptcy & Creditors’ Rights Group after joining the firm in September 2002. 
He has represented debtors and creditors in complex bankruptcy cases, and counseled major finan-
cial institutions, business firms and boards of directors in connection with workouts. Mr. Barliant 
served as a U.S. bankruptcy judge for the Northern District of Illinois from 1988-2002, and as a 
visiting judge in the District of Delaware in 2002. He also has taught debtor/creditor relations at 
John Marshall Law School and has frequently lectured and participated in panel discussions on 
bankruptcy-related topics at the invitation of many organizations, including the Federal Judicial 
Center, the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges (NCBJ), ABI, the American Bar Associa-
tion, the American College of Bankruptcy, the Commercial Finance Association, the Turnaround 
Management Association, the Chicago Bar Association and LexisNexis Mealey’s. Mr. Barliant has 
published articles on chapter 11 plans, executory contracts, preferences, the anti-trust litigation 
in the United Airlines case (in which he represented an indenture trustee/defendant) and asbestos 
bankruptcies. He was a member of the board of governors of the NCBJ from 1998-2000 and of the 
NCBJ’s Endowment for Education from 1997-98, and served on national judicial committees and 
on working groups considering technology issues and the treatment of mass torts in bankruptcy 
cases. Mr. Barliant has been recognized annually by the Leading Lawyers Network, Super Lawyers 
and The Best Lawyers in America. In addition, he was named by Chambers USA in 2014 as a lead-
ing lawyer in the U.S. in Bankruptcy/Restructuring. Mr. Barliant is a member of ABI (for which 
he participates in its Business Reorganization Committee), the ABA’s Business Law Section and 
NCBJ’s Former Judges Section, and he is a former chair of the CBA’s Bankruptcy and Reorgani-
zations Committee. He is also a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and served as the 
College’s Regent for the Seventh Circuit. Mr. Barliant received his B.A. in 1966 from Roosevelt 
University and his J.D. in 1969 from Stanford University School of Law, where he was a member 
of the editorial board of the Stanford Law Review.

Carrianne J.M. Basler, CPA, CIRA is a managing director based in the Chicago office of Alix-
Partners, LLP, where she co-leads its contingency planning & case administration practice. She has 
more than 20 years of extensive financial consulting experience combined with hands-on manage-
ment in the areas of contingency planning, contract negotiations, litigation management, treasury, 
business planning, risk management and wind-downs. She has also served in an advisory capacity 
to senior management in the area of business plan feasibility and financial strategy, lender negotia-
tions, plan of reorganization development and post-confirmation administration. Ms. Basler has 
served as an interim executive and financial advisor, and oversaw the bankruptcy case management 
for Altegrity Inc., Kodak, Mirant Corp., Dana and Dura Automotive. She was also part of the chap-
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ter 11 management team during the wind-down of Old GM. Ms. Basler is a member of ABI, the 
Turnaround Management Association, the International Women’s Insolvency and Reorganization 
Confederation and the Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors. She regularly speaks 
and has published numerous articles concerning turnaround management and reorganization mat-
ters as a contributing editor of the ABI Journal. Ms. Basler received her B.B.A. in accounting from 
the University of Wisconsin.

Hon. Thomas B. Bennett is a partner with Bailey & Glasser LLP in Washington, D.C., where his 
practice focuses on insolvency and bankruptcy. He previously was a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for 
the Northern District of Alabama, appointed in June 1995 and named Chief Judge in January 2011. 
During his tenure, he presided over the Jefferson County, Ala., bankruptcy, the largest municipal 
bankruptcy ever filed at the time, and second only to Detroit’s bankruptcy case. In 2013, he was 
inducted as a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy. Prior to becoming a bankruptcy judge, 
Judge Bennett clerked for Hon. John R. Brown of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit for 
one year before joining a large Charleston, W.Va., law firm, where he headed its commercial litiga-
tion and bankruptcy/creditor’s rights practice group. He has also served in various capacities for the 
National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, including as its president. Judge Bennett received his 
undergraduate and graduate degrees in economics from West Virginia University and his J.D. from 
West Virginia University Law School in 1976.

Adam G. Brief is the Assistant U.S. Trustee for the Northern District of Illinois in Chicago. Prior 
to joining the U.S. Trustee Program in 2015, he spent 14 years in private practice, focusing on all 
aspects of bankruptcy and related litigation. Mr. Brief has extensive experience representing indi-
vidual and corporate debtors, as well as panel trustees. In 2010, he was appointed by the Supreme 
Court for the State of New Jersey to serve as an investigator on a District Ethics Committee. He 
also served as a barrister with American Bankruptcy Inn of Court. Mr. Brief has lectured on vari-
ous topics, including options for the disposition of distressed real estate; strategies for creditors to 
maximize their rights under the Bankruptcy Code, and legal issues for small business owners. He 
received his J.D. from Seton Hall University School of Law, and following law school clerked for 
Hon. Stephen A. Stripp of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of New Jersey.

G. Eric Brunstad, Jr. is a partner with Dechert LLP in Hartford, Conn., and chairs the firm’s ap-
pellate practice group. He has argued 10 cases before the U.S. Supreme Court on bankruptcy, First 
Amendment, fee-shifting, taxation, Commerce Clause, statutory interpretation, jurisdiction and ar-
bitration, and has worked on more than 40 other Supreme Court matters, including matters involv-
ing bankruptcy, federal licensing, civil rights, procedure, insurance, sovereign immunity, pensions, 
energy contracts and defamation. He has also argued and briefed numerous cases in most of the 
federal courts of appeals, including matters involving insurance, setoff, prepayment premiums, 
subrogation, and a variety of other commercial law and constitutional topics. In addition, he has 
argued two en banc bankruptcy matters in the Third and Eighth Circuits. In addition to his practice, 
Mr. Brunstad is an adjunct professor of law at New York University School of Law and a frequent 
visiting lecturer in law at Yale Law School, where he teaches courses on bankruptcy, argument and 
reason, federal jurisdiction, commercial transactions, secured transactions and international insol-
vency law. He began teaching at Yale in 1990, and has also taught at the Harvard Law School. Mr. 
Brunstad recently published a textbook entitled Secured Transactions, Teaching Materials. He has 
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been recognized in Leading Lawyers in Appellate Law, The Best Lawyers in America, Connecti-
cut Super Lawyers, International Who’s Who of Insolvency & Restructuring Lawyers and Leading 
Lawyers in Bankruptcy Law. Mr. Brunstad has been recognized as a leading lawyer in numerous 
venues, including Leading Lawyer in Appellate Law, The Best Lawyers in America, Connecti-
cut Super Lawyers, International Who’s Who of Insolvency & Restructuring Lawyers and Leading 
Lawyer in Bankruptcy Law. His scholarly work has been cited or quoted by many courts, includ-
ing the U.S. Supreme Court. Mr. Brunstad received his B.A. magna cum laude from Connecticut 
College in 1983, his J.D. from the University of Michigan Law School in 1986, where he was an 
associate editor and contributing editor of the Michigan Law Review, and both his LL.M. in 2011 
and his J.S.D. in 2014 from Yale Law School.

John R. Burns is a partner in the Fort Wayne, Ind., office of Faegre Baker Daniels and is a past 
chair of the firm’s Finance Litigation practice. He concentrates his practice in bankruptcy/credi-
tors’ rights and business/commercial litigation. Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by 
the American Board of Certification, Mr. Burns regularly represents secured creditors and lenders 
in dealing with workout and bankruptcy situations. He represents corporate debtors in chapter 11 
reorganizations and also has significant experience representing banks, corporations, trustees and 
committees in reorganizations and liquidations. Mr. Burns has more than 40 years’ experience in 
the courtroom and has tried numerous business and commercial cases to verdict in federal and 
state courts to both the bench and juries. He chaired the ABA Litigation Section’s Bankruptcy and 
Insolvency Litigation Committee for four years, is a Registered Civil Mediator for Indiana and has 
completed the ABI/St. John’s University 40-Hour Bankruptcy Mediation Training program. He 
serves as a mediator in state and federal civil litigation and provides mediation services in bank-
ruptcy cases. Mr. Burns received his B.A. in 1971 from Ball State University and his J.D. in 1974 
from the University of Notre Dame.

Hon. Donald R. Cassling is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois in Chi-
cago, sworn in on Jan. 18, 2012. Prior to his appointment, he was a partner at Jenner & Block and at 
Quarles & Brady in Chicago, where he had a national practice in commercial and patent-infringe-
ment law, as well as bankruptcy litigation, and represented chapter 11 debtors in possession, credi-
tors’ committees, individual creditors and chapter 11 trustees. Upon graduation from law school, 
he clerked for Chief Judge John R. Brown of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit before 
returning to Chicago to practice law. Judge Cassling has written and lectured extensively on the 
UCC, banking law and commercial litigation and has testified as an expert witness on the Illinois 
UCC. From 2003-11, Judge Cassling wrote “Banking Briefs,” a banking litigation column for The 
Banking Law Journal, and served as a member of its board of editors. He has also participated as a 
faculty member for the National Institute of Trial Advocacy and was selected as an Illinois Super 
Lawyer from 2009-12. Judge Cassling earned his A.B. from Duke University and his J.D. from 
the University of Chicago Law School, where he was an editor of the University of Chicago Law 
Review.

Sherry D. Coley is a member of Davis & Kuelthau, s.c.’s Litigation Team in its Green Bay, Wis., 
office, where her practice primarily focuses on complex business litigation, with an emphasis on 
contract disputes, business torts, financial services litigation, real estate foreclosures and workouts, 
and tax-assessment appeals. She has represented financial institutions in state and federal court on 
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a variety of commercial lending disputes, including defense of counterclaims raised in response to 
foreclosure or deficiency actions, and disputes arising from insolvent borrowers, including proceed-
ings in bankruptcy court. In addition, she has defended manufacturers in product-liability actions 
involving personal injury, wrongful death and property damage. Ms. Coley has significant trial ex-
perience in both state and federal courts and jury trials. She has represented clients in appeals pend-
ing in the state appellate courts of Wisconsin and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit. 
Ms. Coley is admitted to practice in Georgia and Wisconsin and before the Seventh Circuit Court 
and the U.S. District Courts for the Eastern and Western Districts of Wisconsin. She is a member 
of the Brown County Bar Association the Outagamie County Bar Association, the Eastern District 
Bar Association and the Seventh Circuit Bar Association, as well as the Defense Research Institute 
(DRI). She is also a member of the American Bar Association’s Product Liability Committee and 
secretary of the Wisconsin State Bar’s Board of Governors (2014-present). Ms. Coley received her 
Bachelor’s degree magna cum laude with honors from Drake University and her J.D. from Mar-
quette University Law School.

Susan M. Cook is a principal in the law firm of Lambert Leser, P.C. in Bay City, Mich. She has 
more than 35 years of experience in the areas of bankruptcy, business reorganization, commercial 
litigation and business transactions. Ms. Cook has represented debtors engaged in a wide range 
of businesses in successful reorganizations, including Independence Village, Saginaw Osteopathic 
Hospital, Dow Corning, Sabreline Transportation, Holiday Inn Express of Petoskey, Holiday Inn 
Express Mackinaw City and Days Inn Mackinaw City. In addition, she has represented numerous 
tier I and tier II suppliers in all of the major automotive bankruptcy proceedings and served as spe-
cial assistant attorney general for the Michigan Gaming Control Board in the Greektown Casino 
cases and the State of Michigan in the City of Detroit chapter 9 bankruptcy case. Ms. Cook has 
consistently been named in The Best Lawyers in America and Law and Politics since 2006, and has 
earned an AV rating by Martindale Hubbell. She is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy, 
has been named a Super Lawyer in the area of Debtor/Creditors Rights since 2006, and was named 
one of the top 50 women Super Lawyers for Michigan. Ms. Cook received her B.A. from Alma Col-
lege in 1971 and her J.D. cum laude from Thomas M. Cooley Law School in 1979.

Jeffrey C. Dan is an attorney with Crane, Heyman, Simon, Welch & Clar in Chicago, which he 
joined in September 2002, and has been actively involved in all aspects of bankruptcy and bank-
ruptcy litigation, as well as state court litigation that arises in insolvency matters. He concentrates 
his practice on small to mid-size corporations and individuals as debtors in chapter 11 cases. He is 
also active in the representation of trustees in chapter 11 and chapter 7 cases, as well as chapter 7 
debtors. Mr. Dan has practiced as a trial attorney in a number of areas of the law, including personal 
injury, domestic relations, real estate, criminal law and commercial litigation. He received his J.D. 
from DePaul University School of Law.

Rebecca R. DeMarb is a partner with Sweet DeMarb LLC in Madison, Wis., where she represents 
businesses and other interested parties in the sale of business assets, bankruptcy, state court receiv-
erships and out-of-court business reorganizations. She often serves as the receiver for operating and 
liquidating businesses, as well as in real estate matters. Ms. DeMarb has been Board Certified in 
Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification since 2005. She has been listed 
in Wisconsin Super Lawyers for Debtor-Creditor Rights since 2008, as one of the Top 25 Female 
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Attorneys in Wisconsin by Super Lawyers in 2010 and 2015, and as one of the Top 25 Attorneys 
in Madison by Super Lawyers in 2015. In 2012, she was rated AV by Martindale-Hubbell. Ms. De-
Marb served on the Milwaukee committee for the Turnaround Management Association in 2012, 
and in 2014 she was a winner of the 8th Annual M & A Advisor Turnaround Awards for the Anchor 
BanCorp Inc. chapter 11 bankruptcy case. She also won the 9th Annual M&A Advisor Small Trans-
action of the Year in 2016 and was on the winning team of the Small Transaction of the Year by 
Turnaround Management Association, National and Midwest, in 2015. Ms. DeMarb is serving on 
the board for the Bankruptcy, Insolvency and Creditors’ Rights Section of the State Bar of Wiscon-
sin in 2016. She received her J.D. in 1997 from the University of Wisconsin.

Frank W. DiCastri is a shareholder in the Milwaukee office of Whyte Hirschboeck Dudek S.C., 
where he leads the firm’s Business Restructuring, Creditors’ Rights & Bankruptcy Team. His prac-
tice is concentrated in the areas of creditors’ rights, bankruptcy and commercial litigation, and he 
has represented debtors, financial institutions, creditors’ committees, trustees, secured creditors and 
unsecured creditors in reorganization cases, liquidations, workouts, chapter 128 receiverships, and 
other insolvency proceedings. He has also focused on litigation and trial work in matters involving 
sophisticated commercial transactions. Mr. DiCastri regularly presents on bankruptcy and insolven-
cy issues. Prior to joining WHD, he was a partner at an AmLaw 100 firm, and prior to that served 
as law clerk to Hon. Jon P. Wilcox of the Supreme Court of Wisconsin. He has been named to the 
Wisconsin Super Lawyers list and as a “Rising Star” on multiple occasions. Mr. DiCastri is admit-
ted to practice in courts in Wisconsin, Illinois and Michigan. He received his J.D. in 1997 from the 
University of Wisconsin.

Ethan Dunn is the managing partner of Maxwell Dunn Law, PLC in Huntington Woods, Mich., 
a business advisory and bankruptcy law firm. He works with broken companies and advises in-
dividuals and families through financial challenges. Mr. Dunn has extensive experience working 
with companies and consumers facing a variety of issues related to financial management. He has 
successfully managed the turnaround, reorganization and growth of both for-profit and nonprofit 
companies, and has guided many individuals and families dealing with their debts through both 
bankruptcy and nonbankruptcy workouts. Mr. Dunn has facilitated the purchase, sale and merger 
of many small businesses and advises entrepreneurs on implementing sound financial principles in 
their companies. He co-chairs the Bankruptcy Practice Group of the Federal Bar Association and 
also served on the committee commissioned to edit and update the local bankruptcy rules in the 
Eastern District of Michigan. Mr. Dunn is a member of the Turnaround Management Association, 
Wolverine Bar Association and ABI, and he sits on several nonprofit boards, including the Access 
to Bankruptcy Court organization started by the Hon. Marci McIvor. He has been recognized as a 
Super Lawyer “Rising Star” for 2014, 2015 and 2016, and received a “40 Under 40” award from 
the Michigan Chronicle. Mr. Dunn received his undergraduate degree in investment finance from 
Wayne State University and his J.D. from Case Western Reserve University School of Law.

William J. Factor is a principal of The Law Office of William J. Factor, Ltd., dba FactorLaw, in 
Northbrook, Ill., where he focuses on representing businesses, trustees and individuals in bank-
ruptcy (debtors and creditors) and commercial litigation matters. Prior to that, he was an equity 
partner in the national law firm of Seyfarth Shaw LLP, where he concentrated his practice in bank-
ruptcy and commercial litigation, counseling and commercial transactions. Before joining Seyfarth 
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Shaw in 1995, Mr. Factor was an associate in the bankruptcy practice group at Sidley Austin LLP 
in Chicago. In commercial litigation matters, he regularly represents individuals and corporations, 
including 501(c)(3) entities and financial institutions, trying to recover obligations owed to them 
or defending claims that have been asserted against them. His practice includes state and federal 
court proceedings, arbitrations and mediations. Mr. Factor also has extensive experience represent-
ing parties in chapter 7, chapter 11 and chapter 13 proceedings and litigation, including trustees, 
debtors (both consumer and corporate), debtors-in-possession, creditors’ committees, equity com-
mittees, trade creditors, indenture trustees and secured creditors. He is a member of ABI, the Turn-
around Management Association, the American Bar Association, the Illinois State Bar Association 
and the Chicago Bar Association. Mr. Factor received his undergraduate degree from the University 
of Chicago in 1983 and his J.D. with high honors, from DePaul College of Law in 1990, where he 
was a member of Order of the Coif and the DePaul Law Review.

Michael B. Fisco is a partner with Faegre Baker Daniels in Minneapolis and has worked on debt-
restructuring matters across the country and internationally. He has extensive experience represent-
ing indenture trustees and investors in restructuring defaulted debt securities. As part of his practice, 
Mr. Fisco has negotiated, drafted, filed and confirmed numerous creditor-sponsored plans. He has 
also represented official committees of unsecured creditors in Delaware and Minnesota. Mr. Fisco 
received his B.A. from the University of Minnesota and his J.D. with honors from Hamline Uni-
versity School of Law. He clerked for Hon. Robert J. Kressel of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the 
District of Minnesota from 1986-88.

Robert M. Fishman is a member of the Chicago law firm of Shaw Fishman Glantz & Towbin LLC, 
where his practice is concentrated in debtor/creditor, bankruptcy and insolvency matters. He has 
also served as a mediator in numerous bankruptcy/insolvency disputes. Mr. Fishman is a past ABI 
president and chairman and a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy. He has been a regular 
faculty member of the faculty of the ABI/St. John’s University Law School Bankruptcy Mediation 
Training Program. Mr. Fishman served as the fee examiner in the City of Detroit’s chapter 9 case 
from 2013-15. He received his B.A. in 1976 from the University of Illinois, Champaign/Urbana and 
his J.D. in 1979 from George Washington University.

Lawrence A. Friedman is a managing member of Friedman Partners LLC in Grayling, Mich., and 
a former director of the Executive Office for U.S. Trustees from 2002-05. Prior to his appointment 
as director of the EOUST, he was in private practice and served as a panel trustee in the Eastern 
District of Michigan, where he administered more than 10,000 bankruptcy cases. At the time of his 
Justice Department appointment, he served as president of the National Association of Bankruptcy 
Trustees. Mr. Friedman is the founder of the Regulatory Compliance and Government Affairs pro-
gram at American InfoSource, for which he previously served as general counsel. He received his 
J.D.from Thomas M. Cooley Law School in 1984.

Patricia Brown Fugée is a partner in the Perrysburg, Ohio, office of FisherBroyles, LLP where she 
practices in the areas of bankruptcy, creditors’ rights, commercial litigation and related areas, hav-
ing recently left Roetzel & Andress after 14 years. She has been practicing for more than 25 years 
and has spoken at seminars and other programs on numerous bankruptcy and commercial litigation 
issues for various organizations, including ABI, the Bankruptcy Inn of Court (in Newark, N.J.), 
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the National Business Institute, Sterling Education Services, Inc. and the Ohio State, Toledo, New 
Jersey State and Essex County (New Jersey) Bar Associations. Ms. Fugée is admitted to practice 
in Ohio, Michigan, Illinois, New York and New Jersey, including in the federal courts, and she is a 
member of ABI and Turnaround Management Association. In November 2009, she became Board 
Certified as a Creditors’ Rights Specialist by the American Board of Certification and presently 
serves on its board. Ms. Fugée received her B.A. from Wellesley College and her J.D. with high 
honors from Rutgers University-Camden.

Hon. Catherine J. Furay is Chief Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Wisconsin in Eau 
Claire. Prior to her appointment, she practiced bankruptcy, commercial law and business litigation 
in Madison, Wis. Judge Furay has served on various Wisconsin State Bar committees, including its 
executive committee. She has also been a member of ABI, ABA and CLLA committees. Judge Fu-
ray serves on the Board of Directors and is a member of the Technology and Next Gen and Finance 
Committees of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges. She co-authored Wisconsin Busi-
ness Advisors Series: Collections & Bankruptcy Vol. 4 (Pinnacle Books) and the Wisconsin Civil 
Litigation Forms Manual (Pinnacle Books). She is also the author of several articles on various 
bankruptcy, collection, marital property, and litigation topics. Judge Furay is a frequent author and 
lecturer on bankruptcy, commercial law, ethics, marital property and litigation skills and an adjunct 
faculty member of the University of Wisconsin Law School, where she teaches lawyering skills. 
She received her J.D. from the University of Wisconsin-Madison Law School.

Matthew T. Gensburg is senior counsel with Dale & Gensburg, P.C. in Chicago, where he focuses 
his practice on bankruptcy, business reorganization and financial restructuring services. He repre-
sents debtors, secured and unsecured lenders, landlords and creditor committees in complex chapter 
11 cases and is an experienced litigator, representing both debtors and creditors in complicated 
commercial litigation, including foreclosures, receiverships, avoidance actions and out-of-court 
workouts. He also represents parties in distressed transactions, including asset-purchasers, trade 
creditors, contractors and assignees for the benefit of creditors. Mr. Gensburg is an ABI member 
and a former advisory board chair of ABI’s Central States Bankruptcy Workshop, a former instruc-
tor at the American Bankers Association’s National Commercial Lending School and Commercial 
Lending Graduate School, and a frequent lecturer, instructing loan officers and attorneys on the 
Bankruptcy Code and Uniform Commercial Code. He has been recognized in Chambers USA: 
America’s Leading Lawyers for Business as one of the country’s leading bankruptcy and insolvency 
attorneys, has been designated an Illinois Super Lawyer for the past 10 years, has been recognized 
in The Best Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reor-
ganization law, received the Seventh Circuit Bar Association’s Pro Bono & Public Interest Service 
Award in 2014, and is listed in the Leading Lawyers Network for 2006-15. Mr. Gensburg received 
his B.B.A. in 1980 from the University of Michigan and his J.D. in 1983 from Emory University.

Robert A. Goering, Sr. is a co-founder of Goering & Goering, LLC in Cincinnati, where focuses 
on representing debtors in financial distress. He’s also an adjunct professor of law at the Salmon 
P. Chase College of Law and has taught bankruptcy courses since 1974. Mr. Goering has broad 
experience in representing individuals and businesses in private workouts and bankruptcy pro-
ceedings. He has been certified by the American Board of Certification in Business and Consumer 
Bankruptcy since 1992 and received the Award of Merit from the Ohio Legal Center Institute. Mr. 
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Goering is a member of the Cincinnati, Ohio State, Northern Kentucky and Cincinnati Bar Asso-
ciations and sits on the Northern Kentucky Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Committee. He is also a 
past chairman of the Cincinnati Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Committee and has served on local 
panels to create and amend local bankruptcy rules. He is also a founding member of ABI’s Midwest 
Regional Bankruptcy Seminar. Mr. Goering received his B.A. from Yale University and his LL.B. 
from Salmon P. Chase College of Law.

Hon. A. Benjamin Goldgar is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois in Chi-
cago, appointed in 2003. From 1982-95, Judge Goldgar was in private practice with the Chicago 
firm of Keck, Mahin and Cate. In 1995, he joined the Illinois Attorney General’s Office as an as-
sistant attorney general in its Civil Appeals Division. He became a supervising attorney in the Divi-
sion in 1997, serving there until his appointment to the bench. During his tenure with the Attorney 
General’s Office, Judge Goldgar represented Illinois departments, agencies and officials in more 
than 140 appeals and original actions in state and federal reviewing courts, presenting more than 
50 oral arguments. Judge Goldgar has lectured on bankruptcy, bankruptcy practice, appellate prac-
tice, appellate jurisdiction, litigation skills and brief-writing. He has taught appellate advocacy at 
Loyola University of Chicago Law School and is a past president of the Illinois Appellate Lawyers 
Association. He has also served as an associate editor of the American Bankruptcy Law Journal and 
chaired the Federal Rules Advisory Committee of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges. 
Judge Goldgar received his A.B. magna cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa from Brown University and 
his J.D. from Northwestern University School of Law, where he was a member of the Journal of 
Criminal Law and Criminology.

Hon. John T. Gregg is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Michigan in Grand 
Rapids, appointed on July 17, 2014. Previously, he was a partner with the law firm of Barnes & 
Thornburg LLP, where he focused on corporate restructuring, bankruptcy and other insolvency mat-
ters. Judge Gregg is a frequent writer and speaker on bankruptcy and other commercial issues. He 
has written and co-edited numerous treatises and articles for various publications, including Collier 
Guide to Chapter 11, published by LexisNexis; Strategies for Secured Creditors in Workouts and 
Foreclosures, published by ALI-ABA; Issues for Suppliers and Customers of Financially Troubled 
Auto Suppliers and Interrupted! Understanding Bankruptcy’s Effects on Manufacturing Supply 
Chains, both published by ABI; Michigan Security Interests in Personal Property, published by the 
Institute for Continuing Legal Education; Handling Consumer and Small Business Bankruptcies in 
Michigan, published by the Institute for Continuing Legal Education; and Receiverships in Michi-
gan, published by the Institute for Continuing Legal Education. Judge Gregg earned his B.A. in 
1996 from the University of Michigan and his J.D. in 2002 from DePaul University College of Law.

Lisa Sommers Gretchko is a member of Howard & Howard Attorneys, PLLC in the firm’s Royal 
Oak, Mich., office, where she focuses on bankruptcy and commercial litigation and represents a 
wide variety of litigants and creditors, both nationally and locally. She has lectured and written 
extensively on various creditors’ rights issues, including many articles for the ABI Journal. Ms. 
Gretchko is a member of ABI’s Board of Directors, a former co-chair of ABI’s Unsecured Trade 
Creditors Committee and ABI’s 2014 Committee Person of the Year, and is an executive editor for 
the ABI Journal. She has also served as secretary and council member of the Michigan State Bar’s 
Real Property Law Section. Ms. Gretchko was designated a Michigan Super Lawyer every year 
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since 2006 and was named in The Best Lawyers in America every year since 2012. In addition, in 
2011, Michigan Lawyers Weekly recognized her as a Women in the Law honoree. Ms. Gretchko 
has taught bankruptcy and creditors’ rights as an adjunct professor at Wayne State University Law 
School. She received her B.A. with honors in 1976 from the University of Michigan, where she was 
elected Phi Beta Kappa, and her J.D. with honors in 1978 from the University of Detroit.

Leslie Brodhead Griffith has served as the staff attorney for the Office of the Standing Chapter 
13 Trustee for the Western District of Wisconsin in Madison since 1990 and has served as the staff 
attorney for the Standing Chapter 12 Trustee since 2011. She prepares files for court hearings and 
§ 341 meetings, is responsible for day-to-day review of debtor files regarding means test calcu-
lations, plan feasibility and implementation, creditor inquiries and claim review, and exemption 
review/objection. She also participates in the administration of the trustee’s office. Ms. Griffith 
has been a case reporter for the Wisconsin State Bar’s Bankruptcy, Insolvency & Creditors’ Rights 
Newsletter, was secretary of the Dane County Bar Association, and has been a contributing author 
for Thomson Reuters. She has also been a panel member for numerous bankruptcy seminars since 
1990. Ms. Griffith received her B.A. from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and her J.D. from 
the University of Wisconsin Law School.

E. Philip Groben is an associate with Dale & Gensburg, P.C. in Chicago, where he focuses his 
practice on bankruptcy and restructuring, commercial litigation and corporate representation. He 
has also presented on the dischargeability of domestic-support obligations and asset-protection 
matters. Mr. Groben co-chairs the Chicago Bar Association Young Lawyers Section’s Bankruptcy 
Committee. He received his B.S. from Iowa State University in 2002 and his J.D. from the John 
Marshall Law School in Chicago in 2009.

Hon. John P. Gustafson is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Ohio in Toledo, 
appointed in 2014. He previously was a bankruptcy law clerk, an associate and partner in a law firm 
that did both debtor and creditor representation, a solo bankruptcy practitioner representing debt-
ors, banks and trustees, the staff attorney for a chapter 13 trustee, and a chapter 13 trustee. Judge 
Gustafson received his B.A. from Miami University of Ohio in 1982 and his J.D. from Wayne State 
University in 1985.

James J. Haller is a partner at The Bankruptcy Center in Belleville, Ill., where he practices bank-
ruptcy and consumer protection law. He also sits on the board of directors of the National Associa-
tion of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys (NACBA) and was elected vice president in 2015, and he 
serves on the Standing Rules Committee for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District 
of Illinois. Mr. Haller co-founded the U.S. Bankruptcy Association of Southern Illinois (BASIL) in 
2004, for which he served a term as its president, and remains on its board of directors. He has also 
served as a panelist for several organizations, including ABI, NACBA, the National Association of 
Chapter 13 Trustees (NACTT), the Illinois State Bar Association, Illinois Institute for Continuing 
Legal Education, Illinois Housing in Action, Illinois Attorney General’s office and Land of Lincoln 
Legal Services. Mr. Haller received his B.A. from Carleton College in Northfield, Minn., and his 
J.D. from Washington University in St. Louis.
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Hon. Beth Ermatinger Hanan is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Wisconsin in 
Wauwautosa, appointed in May 2015. Previously, she was an appellate practitioner and managing 
member at Milwaukee litigation boutique Gass Weber Mullins. Judge Hanan has served as chair of 
the Wisconsin Judicial Council and president of the Milwaukee Bar Association, and is a frequent 
author for the Wisconsin Lawyer magazine. She has also been a Fellow of the American Academy 
of Appellate Lawyers since 2011. Judge Hanan is happy this ABI Workshop is being held overlook-
ing Lake Geneva, the body of water where she first learned to fish. She received her J.D. in 1996 
from the University of Wisconsin Law School.

Hon. Susan V. Kelley is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Wisconsin in Mil-
waukee. Prior to her appointment, she was a partner in the Madison, Wis., office of Michael, Best 
& Friedrich and also practiced with the Madison law firms of Lee, Kilkelly, Paulson & Younger 
and Murphy & Desmond, and the Baltimore firm of Weinberg and Green. She is certified in Busi-
ness Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification. Judge Kelley is active in the State 
Bar of Wisconsin, having chaired its Bankruptcy, Insolvency and Creditors’ Rights Section for four 
years, and is a former member of the executive committee of the board of governors. She has also 
co-chaired the Gender Equity Committee and is a member of the Convention and Entertainment 
Committee of the State Bar of Wisconsin. Judge Kelley has authored the debtor/creditor law chapter 
of the Annual Survey of Wisconsin Law for 10 years and is the editor-in-chief of the fifth edition of 
Ginsberg & Martin on Bankruptcy, published by Aspen Publishing. She is also an adjunct professor 
at Marquette University Law School. Judge Kelley received her J.D. from the Columbus School of 
Law at the Catholic University of America and her B.A. from Marquette University.

Richardo I. Kilpatrick is the president of Kilpatrick & Associates, PC in Auburn Hills, Mich., 
where he focuses on corporate, consumer and commercial litigation and bankruptcy, real property 
remedies for creditors, real property transactions and general corporate counseling, and specializes 
in creditors’ rights and insolvency law. He is a past president and chairman of ABI and has served 
on the board of directors for the American College of Bankruptcy. Mr. Kilpatrick is a member of 
the State Bar of Michigan, the U.S. District Court for the Eastern and Western Districts of Michi-
gan, the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals and the U.S. Supreme Court. He was inducted as a Fellow 
into the American College of Bankruptcy in March 1999 and appointed to its board of directors in 
July 2001. Mr. Kilpatrick has spoken at the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and is a 
presenter at numerous seminars focusing on bankruptcy and collections presented by the Institute 
of Continuing Legal Education faculty for the Norton Litigation Institute, PESI and ABI. He is a 
frequent speaker and an editor for Norton’s Treatise on Bankruptcy, and he frequently publishes 
articles on consumer and commercial bankruptcy. In October 2008, Mr. Kilpatrick was invited to 
be a conferee at the National Bankruptcy Conference, and in August 2011 he accepted an invita-
tion to serve as a member of the Judicial Conference Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy Rules. 
He is Board Certified in Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification, and 
he received his B.A. in economics in 1973 from Harvard University and his J.D. in 1982 from the 
University of Michigan Law School.

Hon. J. Philip Klingeberger is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Indiana in 
Hammond, appointed on June 16, 2003. From 1975-85, he was in private practice in northwest In-
diana, and from 1986-2003, he was an assistant U.S. attorney at the Office of the U.S. Attorney for 
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the Northern District of Indiana. Judge Klingeberger received his B.A. in political science in 1972 
from Grinnell College in 1972 and his J.D. from Indiana University School of Law in 1975.

Richard S. Lauter is a partner and member of Bankruptcy & Insolvency Group at the law firm of 
Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith LLP in Chicago and has more than 30 years of experience repre-
senting and advising creditors’ committees, financial institutions, real estate firms, corporations and 
bankruptcy trustees in all aspects of creditors’ rights and insolvency matters, including the reorga-
nization of financially distressed companies in the U.S. He has also served as counsel in multiple 
airline chapter 11 cases, counseled chapter 7 and liquidating trustees in liquidation cases, and rep-
resented and chaired numerous chapter 11 creditors’ committees. Mr. Lauter served as lead counsel 
in the restructuring of a minority automotive supplier and as national bankruptcy counsel for a 
telecommunications equipment company. He is a member of ABI’s Board of Directors and serves 
on the advisory board for ABI’s Central States Bankruptcy Workshop, and he is a frequent speaker 
at ABI events. He is also a contributing author of ABI’s Commercial Fraud Manual, and as co-
chair of ABI’s Commercial Fraud Committee was instrumental in the publication of ABI’s Fraud 
and Forensics book. Mr. Lauter has served as a visiting professor at Tsukuba University in Tokyo, 
where he taught a course on comparative restructuring in Tsukuba’s MBA Program for International 
Business. He was named an “Illinois Leading Lawyer for Bankruptcy” in 2015 by Chambers USA, 
received the Turnaround Atlas Chapter 11 Reorganization Deal of the Year Award for 2014, and has 
been named as a Leading Lawyer U.S. Bankruptcy and Restructuring from 2008 to the present. Mr. 
Lauter received his J.D. in 1981 from Northern Illinois University College of Law.

Richard D. Liebman, CPA is a managing director in Grant Thornton LLP’s Transaction Tax Ser-
vices practice in Chicago and has more than 30 years of experience in tax-structuring and due-dil-
igence services to many private-equity firms and strategic buyers. He has worked on deals ranging 
from $10 million acquisitions of privately held companies to $1 billion-plus public company trans-
actions. In addition to his transaction work, Mr. Liebman has significant experience in several spe-
cialized tax areas, including consolidated federal income tax returns, net operating loss limitations 
and bankruptcy tax. His bankruptcy tax experience spans his career and has included companies 
and consolidated return groups in the hospitality, medical products, retail and various manufactur-
ing industries, including the global bankruptcy of a multibillion-dollar auto industry original equip-
ment manufacturing group. Mr. Liebman joined Grant Thornton following a 30+-year career at a 
Big Four accounting firm. He is a frequent speaker at tax forums, including TEI and the Kent Law 
School Federal Tax Conference, and has authored numerous tax articles. Mr. Liebman is a member 
of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants and the Illinois CPA Society. He received 
his B.S. in business and economics from the Illinois Institute of Technology and his J.D. with hon-
ors from Northwestern University School of Law.

James A. Lodoen is a partner with Lindquist & Vennum LLP in Minneapolis, where he co-chairs 
the firm’s Financial Restructuring and Bankruptcy Practice Group and represents lenders, debtors, 
trustees, committees and buyers in bankruptcy cases and workouts. He has represented the chapter 
11 trustee and the liquidating trust of Petters Co. Inc. and the receiver of Thomas Petters, which 
representation has included the unwinding of the Ponzi scheme, litigating billions of dollars of 
clawback claims and the liquidation of assets. He has also been involved in numerous 363 sales, 
including representing Polaroid Corp. as debtor-in-possession. Mr. Lodoen has practiced law at 
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Lindquist & Vennum since 1987 and previously served as judicial law clerk to Hon. William A. 
Hill, a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of North Dakota. He is regularly recognized in The 
Best Lawyers in America, in which he was featured as 2014 Minneapolis Bankruptcy Litigation 
“Lawyer of the Year,” and in Super Lawyers, and he is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law 
by the American Board of Certification. Mr. Lodoen received his J.D. in 1985 from the University 
of North Dakota School of Law and his B.S. from North Dakota State University.

Michael K. McCrory is a partner with Barnes & Thornburg LLP in its Indianapolis office and is 
the Indianapolis administrator of the firm’s Finance, Insolvency and Restructuring Department. His 
practice includes business, commercial, bankruptcy and creditors’ rights issues, including workouts 
and loan restructurings, representation of secured and unsecured creditors and creditors’ commit-
tees in bankruptcy cases, commercial and bankruptcy mediation, real estate foreclosures, reposses-
sions and general collections, and Uniform Commercial Code issues. Mr. McCrory successfully 
completed the ABI/St. John’s University School of Law Bankruptcy Mediation Training Course 
and is certified as a civil mediator in Indiana. He is a member of the firm’s Financial Institutions 
Practice Group and serves as co-chair of the firm’s Global Services Practice Group and its Automo-
tive Industry Services Team. He regularly works with manufacturers and automotive suppliers to 
address a broad range of matters including contract negotiation and enforcement, collections and 
bankruptcy issues. Mr. McCrory is Board Certified by the American Board of Certification in Busi-
ness Bankruptcy Law. He previously chaired the Corporation, Banking and Business Law Section 
of the Indiana State Bar Association and the Commercial and Bankruptcy Law Section of the In-
dianapolis Bar Association. Mr. McCrory is recognized as an Indiana Super Lawyer list and in The 
Best Lawyers in America, which recognized him as a “Lawyer of the Year” in 2015. He received his 
B.S. in 1976 cum laude from Indiana State University and his J.D. in 1979 cum laude from Indiana 
University Robert H. McKinney School of Law.

Hon. Margaret Dee McGarity is a retired U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Wis-
consin in Milwaukee, appointed in 1987, reappointed in 2001 and retired in 2016. She served as 
Chief Judge from 2003-10. Prior to her appointment, she was in private practice, concentrating pri-
marily in the areas of bankruptcy, family law and marital property, and she served on the panel of 
chapter 7 trustees. Judge McGarity is a frequent lecturer on various marital property and bankrupt-
cy-related topics, especially on the interrelationships between family law and the Bankruptcy Code, 
having participated in seminars sponsored by the Federal Judicial Center, National Conference of 
Bankruptcy Judges, National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees, National Association of Chapter 
13 Trustees, ABI, State Bar of Wisconsin, Supreme Court of Wisconsin (Judicial Education Divi-
sion), National Child Support Enforcement Association, National Judicial College, National As-
sociation of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys, National Association of Juvenile and Family Court 
Judges, and various bar associations, among others. She is a co-author of Marital Property Law 
in Wisconsin, published by the State Bar of Wisconsin; a co-author of Collier Family Law and the 
Bankruptcy Code, published by Matthew Bender/LexisNexis; and a contributing author of Collier 
on Bankruptcy, also published by Matthew Bender/LexisNexis. She has also authored numerous 
articles dealing with the practical aspects of bankruptcy practice. Judge McGarity is a Fellow of the 
American College of Bankruptcy and a member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, 
ABI and the National Association of Women Judges. She received her undergraduate degree Phi 
Beta Kappa from Emory University and her J.D. in 1974 from the University of Wisconsin Law 
School.
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Anne B. Miller is a partner in the law firm of Fishman Miller PC, located in the Chicago suburbs 
in Lake in the Hills, Ill. She has extensive experience in all aspects of fiduciary services, includ-
ing complex claims reconciliation, with specific expertise in resolving tax and medical-provider 
claims. She has managed the claims-reconciliation process for a large New York hospital, as well 
as a national supermarket chain. Her avoidance action experience includes successfully negotiating 
the resolution of a number of actions for an auto industry manufacturer, national airline and a gro-
cery store chain. In addition to her law practice Ms. Miller has mediated hundreds of matters from 
very simple disputes to highly complex matters. Since 2005, she has been on the board of directors 
of nonprofit JourneyCare Hospice, which recently merged with two other hospice organizations to 
form one of the largest nonprofit hospices in the country. Ms. Miller received her B.A. and J.D. in 
1999 from DePaul University and her Certificate in Mediation in 2002, also from DePaul Univer-
sity.

Judith Greenstone Miller is a partner with Jaffe Raitt Heuer & Weiss in Southfield, Mich., where 
she focuses on bankruptcy, insolvency, creditors’ rights and commercial litigation. She represents 
debtors, secured and unsecured creditors, creditors’ committees and trustees in bankruptcy proceed-
ings, primarily involving chapter 11 reorganizations and parties in litigation in complex commercial 
disputes. Ms. Miller is a member of the American Bar Association (Business Law Section; Business 
Bankruptcy Committee; chair and director, Membership Committee (2014-16); chair, Legislation 
Subcommittee (2008-2014); co-chair, Bankruptcy Appeals Subcommittee (2005-08); chair, Litiga-
tion Subcommittee (2002-05); Committee on Bankruptcy Court Structure and Insolvency Process-
es; chair, Task Force on Attorney Discipline; and member, Task Force on Electronic Discovery). 
She is also an ABI member and chaired its National Ethics Task Force; she also co-chaired ABI’s 
Ethics and Professional Compensation Committee and chaired the Creditors’ Committee Task 
Force of its Unsecured Trade Creditors Committee. Ms. Miller is on the editorial advisory board of 
the American Bankruptcy Law Journal. She has testified before the Subcommittee on Commercial 
and Administrative Law on the Judiciary Committee of the U.S. House of Representatives and the 
Subcommittee on Administrative Oversight and the Courts on the Judiciary Committee of the U.S. 
Senate numerous times on proposed bankruptcy legislation. She is also a member of the Court Ad-
visory Committee, the Mediation Panel and the Local Rules Committee for the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court for the Eastern District of Michigan’s Southern Division. Ms. Miller has been designated a 
Michigan Super Lawyer from 2006-15 and as one of the Top Women Attorneys in Michigan in 2015 
by HOUR Detroit Magazine. She is a frequent lecturer and has authored numerous articles dealing 
with bankruptcy practice issues, municipal restructurings, ethics and Revised Article 9 of the Uni-
form Commercial Code. Ms. Miller received her B.A. in 1975 from the University of Michigan and 
her J.D. in 1978 from Wayne State University.

Dean R. Nelson, Jr. is an associate with the Taunt Law Firm in Birmingham, Mich., where he fo-
cuses his practice on bankruptcy, commercial litigation, and corporate law. He also represents panel 
chapter 7 trustees, as well as chapter 7 debtors and creditors in a variety of issues. Mr. Nelson is a 
past speaker at the ABI Detroit Consumer Bankruptcy Conference (2014), was a faculty member 
for the Detroit Consumer Bankruptcy Association Trial Skills Workshop (2015) and is a member 
of the Chapter 7 subcommittee of the Local Rules Advisory Committee for the Bankruptcy Court 
for the Eastern District of Michigan. He received his B.A. with distinction from the University 
of Michigan in 2003 and his J.D. cum laude from Wayne State University in 2007. While in law 
school, Mr. Nelson was on the board of directors of the Free Legal Aid Clinic, Inc. where he repre-
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sented, as a student attorney, indigent residents of Detroit on family law-related matters before the 
Wayne County Circuit Court.

Michael P. O’Neil is a partner in Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP’s Indianapolis and Chicago offices 
and is chair of its Bankruptcy, Business Restructuring and Creditor Rights group. He helps business 
owners, lenders and other stakeholders when companies are in transition. Mr. O’Neil has focused 
his practice on “special situations” M&A, debt refinancing and restructuring, business workouts 
and turnarounds, and a full range of other business matters, including fraudulent transfer and suc-
cessor liability litigation resulting from deals that turned sour. He has represented both healthy and 
distressed companies in connection with sales, refinancings and liquidations, as well as in chapter 
11 363 asset sales and “true reorganization” bankruptcy cases where judicial remedies are needed. 
Representative client industries include technology, machinery dealers, hotel/hospitality, service 
providers, manufacturers, real estate developers, agriculture, high-tech manufacturers and pharma-
ceutical testing companies. Mr. O’Neil is a member of the Association for Corporate Growth, the 
Indiana Association for Corporate Renewal, the Turnaround Management Association, ABI and 
several other similar organizations, as well as state and local bar associations. He is admitted to 
practice in Indiana, Illinois and Arizona (currently inactive in Arizona), and in numerous federal 
courts all the way up to the U.S. Supreme Court. He is also a frequent speaker and author on M&A, 
refinancing and restructuring topics. Mr. O’Neil received his J.D. from the University of Michigan 
Law School in 1986.

Gregory E. Ostfeld is the co-chair of the litigation department for Greenberg Traurig LLP’s Chi-
cago office and the lead shareholder in its Chicago appellate practice group. He has led appeals 
before seven federal courts of appeals, six state supreme courts, and numerous state appellate courts 
around the country, as well as bankruptcy appeals in multiple district courts. He has also filed am-
icus briefs on behalf of clients before the U.S. Supreme Court in each of the last three terms. Mr. 
Ostfeld’s trial practice focuses on class action defense, commercial and financial services litigation, 
and consumer fraud and product-liability defense. He has represented a wide range of corporations 
and individuals, from Fortune 100 companies and large financial institutions, to mid-size entities 
and small-cap startups, to state educational institutions and private individuals, across a range of 
subject matters. He is the pro bono coordinator for the Chicago office and has an active pro bono 
practice. Mr. Ostfeld has prepared and filed amicus briefs on behalf of more than two dozen major 
bar associations and interest organizations on a range of constitutional and statutory topics, has 
volunteered at local legal aid clinics, and has represented numerous indigent clients in cases in-
volving employment and housing discrimination, victim advocacy, prisoner rights and other civil 
rights matters. He received his B.A. summa cum laude Phi Beta Kappa from George Washington 
University and his J.D. with honors from the University of Chicago Law School in 1998, where he 
was production/managing editor of the University of Chicago Law Review.

Geoffrey T. Pavlic is a partner at Steinberg Shapiro & Clark in Southfield, Mich., where he focuses 
his practice on representing creditors, debtors in chapter 7 and chapter 11, and chapter 7 trustees. 
He is admitted to the State Bar of Michigan, the U.S. District Court for the Eastern and Western 
Districts of Michigan, and the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals, and is a member of ABI and the 
Consumer Bankruptcy Association (Eastern District of Michigan). Mr. Pavlic received his B.A. in 
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philosophy from the University of Michigan and his J.D. cum laude from the University of Michi-
gan Law School.

Hon. Elizabeth L. Perris is a retired U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Oregon in Portland, 
appointed in 1984, retired in January 2015 and having served as a recall judge through January 
2016. She has also been an adjunct professor at Lewis & Clark College of Law and Willamette 
University School of Law. Judge Perris was a member of the Ninth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate 
Panel from 1988-1993 and from 1998-2005. From 1976-84, Judge Perris worked in Oregon as a 
bankruptcy court law clerk, then served as a bankruptcy trustee and an attorney in private practice 
specializing in bankruptcy. She was a member of the U.S. Judicial Conference Advisory Committee 
on Bankruptcy Rules from  2007-2014 and, as part of her Committee responsibilities, served as the 
chair of the Forms Subcommittee and Forms Modernization Project, which oversaw the moderniz-
ing of national bankruptcy forms. Judge Perris chaired the Bankruptcy Judges’ Education Commit-
tee and was a board member of the Federal Judicial Center, through which she helped educate new 
bankruptcy judges from  throughout the country. She also chaired the Bankruptcy Section of the 
Federal Bar Association, the Oregon State Bar (OSB) Continuing Legal Education Committee, and 
the OSB’s Debtor-Creditor Section. While serving as a judge, she was a judicial mediator in many 
bankruptcy matters, including the chapter 9 cases filed by multiple cities, Detroit, Stockton, Mam-
moth Lakes, and Vallejo. A Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, Judge Perris received 
her A.B. from  the University of California - Berkeley in 1972 and her J.D. from the University of 
California - Davis in 1975.

Nancy A. Peterman is chair of Greenberg Traurig, LLP’s Business Reorganization & Financial Re-
structuring Practice in Chicago and focuses on corporate restructurings, bankruptcy and creditors’ 
rights law. She has a wide range of experience representing debtors, asset-purchasers, committees 
and secured creditors. Ms. Peterman is a member of ABI’s Board of Directors and is a former chair 
of the Chicago Bar Association’s Bankruptcy & Reorganization Committee. She also assisted in 
drafting the health care bankruptcy provisions of the 2005 amendments to the Bankruptcy Code. 
Ms. Peterman has been listed in Chambers & Partners USA Guide, The Best Lawyers in America, 
Illinois Super Lawyers and Leading Lawyers Network, was named “Restructuring Lawyer of the 
Year-Middle Markets” by Global M&A Network in 2013 and is Board Certified in Business Bank-
ruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification. She was also inducted into the American Col-
lege of Bankruptcy as a Fellow in 2011. Ms. Peterman is admitted to practice in Illinois, New York 
and the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Illinois. A frequent speaker and author, she 
was co-editor in chief of Wiley Bankruptcy Law Update, assistant editor for West’s Norton Bank-
ruptcy Law and Practice treatise, and an assistant editor and a contributing author for ABI’s Health 
Care Insolvency Manual. Ms. Peterman earned both her undergraduate degree and J.D. from the 
University of Michigan.

Ronald R. Peterson is a partner with Jenner & Block LLP in Chicago, where he concentrates his 
practice in the areas of commercial, insolvency and bankruptcy law. He is a member of the firm’s 
Bankruptcy Litigation, Corporate Finance, Real Estate and Construction Litigation, and Restructur-
ing and Bankruptcy groups. A Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy, Mr. Peterson focuses 
primarily on representing debtors, trustees, creditors, committees, landlords and secured lenders in 
chapter 11 cases. He also counsels clients on a variety of transactional issues, including corporate 
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restructurings. Since 2003, Chambers & Partners has named him one of the country’s leading law-
yers in bankruptcy law, and he is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell. Mr. Peterson has been a member 
of the panel of chapter 7 trustees for the Northern District of Illinois’s Eastern Division since 1987 
and has presided over numerous complex commercial cases, including Stotler & Co., the country’s 
tenth-largest commodities house, and Lancelot Investment, a $1.7 billion Ponzi scheme. He has also 
served as examiner in Robert Lund, a large real estate developer, and as chairman of the creditors’ 
committee in Thomas J. Petters, a $3.5 billion Ponzi scheme. Mr. Peterson is a member of ABI, 
as well as the Business Bankruptcy Committee of the Business Law Section and the Bankruptcy 
Litigation Committee of the Litigation Section of the American Bar Association. He is also a di-
rector of the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees and a member of INSOL (International 
Association of Restructuring, Insolvency & Bankruptcy Professionals). Mr. Peterson is admitted to 
practice before the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the Third, Sixth, Seventh, Eighth and Ninth Circuits, 
and the U.S. District Courts for the Northern and Central Districts of Illinois, the Northern District 
of Indiana, the Eastern District of Wisconsin, and the Western District of Michigan. He received his 
A.B. cum laude in speech and political science from Ripon College in 1970 and his J.D. in 1973 
from the University of Chicago Law School.

E. King Poor is a partner with Quarles & Brady LLP in Chicago and chairs its appellate group, 
where he practices business and commercial litigation in trial courts. He also has years of experi-
ence in bankruptcy litigation and has represented both debtors and creditors at the trial and ap-
pellate level. Mr. Poor has appeared before the U.S. Supreme Court three times and has authored 
two petitions for certiorari granted by the Supreme Court. In addition, he has represented clients 
in more than 90 appeals, including those arising out of arbitration, business disputes, class action 
defense, creditors’ rights and bankruptcy, employment matters, environmental claims, real estate 
disputes, school law, trusts and estates, and government regulatory matters. Mr. Poor has presented 
oral arguments before the U.S. Supreme Court, the Courts of Appeals for the Seventh and Ninth 
Circuits, the Supreme Courts of Illinois and Delaware, and the Illinois Appellate Court. He has also 
represented a wide range of organizations in appellate courts in amicus briefs, and has authored 
numerous articles on appellate practice. In addition, he has represented inmates in federal and state 
prisons in pro bono appeals for more than 25 years. Mr. Poor received his A.B. cum laude in 1976 
from Dartmouth College and his J.D. in 1979 from Emory University School of Law.

Victoria E. Powers is a partner with Ice Miller LLP in Columbus, Ohio, where she chairs its Bank-
ruptcy and Financial Restructuring Group and serves on the firm’s Partner Review Committee. For 
nearly 30 years, she has worked with lenders and other creditors, creditors’ committees, indenture 
trustees, asset-purchasers and litigants in all aspects of bankruptcy, turnaround and other remedial 
matters. A frequent speaker, Ms. Powers has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America for Bank-
ruptcy and Creditor-Debtor Rights Law from 2005-16 and was named 2015 Bankruptcy Litigator 
of the Year in Columbus, Ohio. She has also been featured in Ohio Super Lawyers and in Cham-
bers USA America’s Leading Lawyers for Business from 2005-15, and is AV-rated by Martindale-
Hubbell. Ms. Powers received her B.A. from Mount Holyoke College in 1981 and her J.D. from the 
University of California, Hastings College of Law in 1987.

Kim-Su Morden Rattet is a partner at the law firm of Trott Law, P.C. in Farmington Hills, Mich. 
She served on the Ad Hoc Local Rules Amendment Committee to the Bankruptcy Court of the East-
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ern District of Michigan and has spoken on bankruptcy topics for ABI, the Institute for Continuing 
Legal Education (ICLE), the Consumer Bankruptcy Association and various financial institutions 
and organizations, and has written articles on creditor-related topics. Ms. Rattet is a member of the 
State Bar of Michigan, the Federal Bar for both the Eastern and Western Districts of Michigan, ABI 
and the Consumer Bankruptcy Association. She received her B.S. in biology from Eastern Con-
necticut State University in 1993, her M.S. in forensic science from the University of New Haven 
in 1998, and her J.D. magna cum laude in 2001 from the Thomas M. Cooley Law School.

Susan L. Rhiel is the sole shareholder in Rhiel & Associates Co., LPA in Columbus, Ohio, where 
she focuses her practice on all aspects of bankruptcy representation. A panel trustee in the Southern 
District of Ohio, Eastern Division, her practice involves both debtor and creditor representation in 
chapter 7 and 11 matters, as well as representation of bankruptcy trustees. Ms. Rhiel is a member of 
ABI, the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation, the National Associa-
tion of Bankruptcy Trustees, the Ohio State Bar Association (for which she previously chaired its 
Banking, Bankruptcy and Commercial Law Committee) and the Columbus Bar Association.   She 
is a frequent speaker on bankruptcy-related topics on local and national levels, and has appeared 
regularly as a bankruptcy panelist on Channel 4, WCMH, in Columbus for the OSBA’s “Legal 
Eagle” segment. Ms. Rhiel chaired IWIRC from 1997-2000 and is the founder of its Central Ohio 
Network, for which she formerly served as one of its chairs. She was in the Fellows Class of 2011 
for the Ohio State Bar Foundation and currently serves on its Development Committee. Ms. Rhiel 
received a Bachelor of Music degree magna cum laude from Marywood College and her J.D. from 
the Moritz College of Law at The Ohio State University.

Shawn M. Riley is the head of the Cleveland office of McDonald Hopkins LLC in Cleveland 
founded the firm’s Business Restructuring Services Department. For more than 25 years, he has 
advised clients on strategic alternatives, including acquisitions, sales, mergers, affiliations, refi-
nancing, recapitalizations and restructurings. Mr. Riley has experience in a number of industries, 
including automotive, energy, manufacturing, retail, casual dining, plastics, telecommunications 
and health care, including community and rural hospitals and long-term care. He has counseled 
businesses ranging in size from $10 million in revenue to multibillion-dollar public companies. Mr. 
Riley is a member of ABI and the Turnaround Management Association. He also serves as president 
of the board of directors for the American Red Cross (Greater Cleveland Chapter) and is a member 
of the board of trustees for the Cleveland Institute of Music. In addition, from 2011-15, he served 
as the mayor of the Village of Gates Mills, Ohio. Mr. Riley received his undergraduate degree from 
Kent State University and his J.D. from Case Western Reserve University School of Law.

Hon. Phillip J. Shefferly is Chief Judge of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of 
Michigan in Detroit, initially appointed as bankruptcy judge in 2003 and as chief judge in 2009. 
Prior to taking the bench, Judge Shefferly worked in private practice, focusing on business reor-
ganizations and chapter 11 cases. Judge Shefferly has extensive trial and litigation experience in 
bankruptcy courts, federal courts and state courts, and he is a Fellow in the American College of 
Bankruptcy. He also frequently contributes ABI, the Federal Bar Association and the Consumer 
Bankruptcy Association. Judge Shefferly received his B.A. from the University of Michigan with 
high distinction and his J.D. magma cum laude from Wayne State University Law School.
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Glenn B. Stearns is a chapter 13 trustee for the Eastern Division of the Northern District of Illinois 
in Lisle, Ill., and has been serving for 16 years. His office administers all chapter 13 cases filed in 
Lake, DuPage, Kane, Will, Kendall, Grundy and LaSalle Counties. Mr. Stearns previously spent 
16 years in credit management, most of it in the wholesale distribution of electrical apparatus and 
industrial automation products with WESCO Distribution, Inc. He also chaired creditors’ commit-
tees in two chapter 11 cases. Mr. Stearns has been a speaker on panels for the National Association 
of Chapter Thirteen Trustees (NACTT), the Illinois Institute of Continuing Legal Education, the 
Cook, DuPage, Kane and Will County Bar Associations, the Illinois State Bar Association and the 
National Business Institute, and at U.S. Trustee Regional Training seminars in Indiana and Illinois. 
He is a member of ABI and NACTT. Mr. Stearns received his B.B.A. in management and market-
ing in 1983 from the University of Wisconsin - Madison and his M.B.A. in finance in 1992 from 
DePaul University.

Craig E. Stevenson is an attorney at DeWitt Ross & Stevens S.C. in Madison, Wis., where he prac-
tices in the areas of creditors’ rights, business bankruptcy and litigation. He represents debtors and 
creditors in all chapters of bankruptcy, foreclosures, receiverships, workouts, and state and federal 
litigation, and handles bankruptcy appeals before the district and circuit courts. As debtor’s counsel, 
Mr. Stevenson has assisted many types of businesses, including dealerships, manufacturing com-
panies, commercial and residential rental properties, restaurants, hotels, and farms — as well as 
individuals — in chapters 11 and 12. He has also handled many complex cases for individuals under 
chapters 7 and 13, and represents secured and unsecured creditors in both bankruptcy and nonbank-
ruptcy matters. Mr. Stevenson has presented at a number of seminars, including those hosted by 
the State Bar of Wisconsin, the National Business Institute and the Western District of Wisconsin 
Bankruptcy Bar. He received his B.B.A. cum laude from DePauw University and his J.D. from the 
University of Wisconsin Law School.

Hon. Allan C. Stout is a U. S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Kentucky in Louisville, 
appointed on Oct. 25, 2011. He presided over the City of Hillview case, which was the first munici-
pal chapter 9 bankruptcy case filed since the City of Detroit case in 2013. Judge Stout holds court 
in Louisville and Owensboro. Previously, he was a practicing bankruptcy attorney in both Paducah 
and Marion, Ky., for 30 years, and served as a chapter 7 panel trustee for 25 years. Before assuming 
the bench, Judge Stout served as Crittenden County attorney for 21 years and as Master Commis-
sioner of Crittenden Circuit Court for five years. He was admitted to practice law in Kentucky in 
1981 and in Illinois in 1998. Judge Stout has served as president and on the board of directors of 
the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees (NABT). He also previously served as Ccairman 
of the Board of Regents of Murray State University and on the board of directors of Farmers Bank 
and Trust Company in Marion, Ky. While in private practice, he achieved an AV-Preeminent rating 
by Martindale-Hubbell. Judge Stout received his B.S. in 1978 from Murray State University and his 
J.D. in 1981 from Salmon P. Chase College of Law at Northern Kentucky University.

Julie Beth Teicher is an attorney with Erman, Teicher, Zucker & Freedman, P.C. in Southfield, 
Mich., having joined the firm in 1983. She concentrates her practice on business-related insolvency 
and bankruptcy matters, handling cases in bankruptcy, district and state court proceedings. Ms. Tei-
cher’s clients include debtors, creditors, receivers, purchasers and parties in interest in bankruptcy 
and receivership matters in both state and federal courts. She has served as a court-appointed re-
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ceiver and as the trustee of a liquidating trust established pursuant to Delaware law. In addition to 
courts in Michigan, she has represented clients in bankruptcy matters in New York, Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, Texas and Ohio. Ms. Teicher is a certified bankruptcy court mediator and is AV-rated in 
Martindale-Hubbell, as well as included in the Martindale-Hubbell registry of preeminent women 
lawyers. She has been named in dbusiness Top Lawyers - Bankruptcy and in The Best Lawyers 
in America for Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law and 
Litigation-Bankruptcy since 2010. In addition, she has been listed as a Super Lawyer in the practice 
areas of business bankruptcy, business litigation and creditor/debtor rights in the state of Michi-
gan. Ms. Teicher has served as an adjunct professor at the University of Detroit Mercy School of 
Law at various times since 2006, and she has presented at a number of seminars on such topics as 
receiverships in commercial real estate matters, alternatives to bankruptcy, and creditors’ rights in 
the metal-forming business sector. She received her B.A. with honors in 1978 from James Madison 
College, Michigan State University and her J.D. in 1982 from the University of Detroit.

William E. Wallo is an attorney with Weld Riley, S.C., in Eau Claire, Wis., and concentrates his 
practice on business transactions, debtor/creditor rights, insolvency, bankruptcy and other com-
mercial litigation. He previously clerked for Hon. Thomas S. Utschig, U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for 
Western Wisconsin. The author of several articles that have appeared in such publications as the 
Oklahoma Law Review, the Oklahoma Bar Journal, the Norton Bankruptcy Law Adviser and the 
UCC Bulletin, Mr. Wallo is a frequent speaker on bankruptcy, foreclosure and collection issues and 
currently serves on the board of directors of the Wisconsin State Bar’s Bankruptcy, Insolvency, and 
Creditors’ Rights Section. He received his J.D. with highest honors in 1992 from the University of 
Oklahoma College of Law, where he was named a member of the Order of the Coif and selected as 
the “Outstanding Third Year Author” by the Oklahoma Law Review.

Hon. Mary Ann Whipple serves as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Ohio in 
Toledo. She has also served a term on the Sixth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel. Before her ap-
pointment as a bankruptcy judge, she practiced law for 20 years as a commercial, bankruptcy and 
employment litigator with Fuller & Henry Ltd. in Toledo. Judge Whipple is admitted to practice in 
Ohio and Michigan and before the U.S. Supreme Court, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit 
and the U.S. District Courts for the Northern District of Ohio and the Eastern District of Michigan. 
In addition, she has taught creditor/debtor law as a part-time faculty member at the University of 
Toledo College of Law. Judge Whipple received the 2008 Toledo Bar Association Community 
Service Award and is also a master in and a past president of The Morrison R. Waite Chapter of the 
American Inns of Court Foundation. She received her A.B. in Russian studies from the University 
of Michigan in 1977 and her J.D. from Stanford Law School in 1981.

Brady C. Williamson is a constitutional and corporate litigator with Godfrey & Kahn, S.C. in 
Madison, Wis., and has taught periodically at the University of Wisconsin Law School for more 
than 25 years. He has successfully represented clients in the U.S. Supreme Court, and he often 
appears in the federal and state appellate courts on constitutional issues. In 1996, Mr. Williamson 
was appointed by the U.S. President to chair the National Bankruptcy Review Commission, which 
submitted its comprehensive recommendations to Congress, the Chief Justice and the President in 
1997. He is a member of the National Bankruptcy Conference, as well as ABI and the American 
College of Bankruptcy. In 2009, the U.S. Bankruptcy Court in New York appointed Mr. Williamson 
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as examiner in the General Motors reorganization cases. He and the firm have also have served as 
counsel to the fee committee in the Lehman Brothers chapter 11 proceedings, as well as the fee 
committee in the Energy Future Holdings Corp. reorganization. Mr. Williamson co-authored a com-
prehensive article on professional fees under the Bankruptcy Code in the April 2016 edition of the 
ABI Journal titled “The Boomerang Effect: Is there a Contract Exception to ASARCO (and if Not, 
What Then)?” He received his J.D. from Georgetown University Law Center.

Scott A. Wolfson is an attorney at Wolfson Bolton PLLC in Troy, Mich., where he focuses on 
bankruptcy and insolvency law, debtors’ and creditors’ rights, commercial litigation and work-
outs. His clients include original equipment manufacturers, tier one and sub-tier suppliers, trade 
creditors, distressed companies, debtors, trustees, receivers, lenders and other secured creditors, 
landlords, tenants, asset-purchasers, lessors, preference and fraudulent transfer defendants, and un-
secured creditors’ committees Mr. Wolfson has extensive experience representing original equip-
ment manufacturers and suppliers, including ensuring the continuity of supply from nonperform-
ing, financially distressed or bankrupt suppliers. His expertise is in representing customers in the 
enforcement of their contract rights with suppliers in both state and federal courts. Mr. Wolfson has 
extensive experience litigating lien disputes under Michigan’s Special Tools Lien Act and Molder’s 
Lien Act. He advises secured creditors in all aspects of loan workouts and restructurings, including 
creditors’ rights representation, and represents financially distressed companies restructuring in and 
out of court. He also represents purchasers of assets in bankruptcy and similar state court proceed-
ings, including litigation of sale procedures and disputes. Mr. Wolfson is a certified mediator and 
has mediated preference, fraudulent conveyance and commercial disputes, members of boards of 
directors, and corporate officers in breach-of-fiduciary-duty and derivative litigation. He also has 
criminal jury trial experience as defense counsel and as a former prosecutor for the Keweenaw Bay 
Indian Community. Mr. Wolfson has been named one of the top 100 lawyers in Michigan in the 
2010-15 Super Lawyers survey, and as one of the top 50 Michigan business lawyers from 2013-15, 
in Michigan Super Lawyers from 2009-15, in Michigan Rising Stars for 2008, in The Best Law-
yers in America from 2010-15 and as one of the dbusiness Top Lawyers from 2010-14. Rated AV-
Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell, he received his B.A. from Michigan State University’s James 
Madison College in 1992 and his J.D. cum laude from the University of Minnesota Law School in 
1995, where he was a managing editor of the Law and Inequity Journal.

Jane F. (Ginger) Zimmerman is a shareholder in Murphy Desmond S.C. in Madison, Wis., and 
chairs the firm’s Board of Directors, as well as its Creditors’ Rights, Business Bankruptcy and Com-
mercial Litigation Practice Group. Her practice includes business reorganizations and bankruptcy, 
secured transactions, creditors’ rights, agricultural and commercial transactions and litigation. Ms. 
Zimmerman has lectured and written on a variety of bankruptcy, commercial law and business 
subjects. She is a member of the board of the Bankruptcy, Insolvency and Creditor Rights Sec-
tion of the State Bar of Wisconsin. She has also served as a member of the panel for the Annual 
Debtor-Creditor Law Conference presented by the University of Wisconsin, CLEW, has lectured 
for the University of Wisconsin Lawyering Skills program, has served on the faculty of the Certified 
Professional Turnaround Forensics Workshop, and has been a speaker for ABI. In addition, she co-
authored Collections and Bankruptcy Law in Wisconsin, published by the State Bar of Wisconsin 
in 2005 and 2016. Ms. Zimmerman was honored by the Wisconsin Law Journal as an Outstanding 
Woman in the Law in 2009 and is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell. She was also named the “2016 
Madison Lawyer of the Year-Bankruptcy and Creditor-Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganiza-
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tion Law” by The Best Lawyers in America. Ms.Zimmerman is admitted to practice in Wisconsin, 
the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Illinois, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sev-
enth Circuit and the U.S. Supreme Court. She received her B.S.B.A. from Georgetown University 
and her J.D. from the University of Wisconsin.




