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Rachel Ehrlich Albanese is chair of DLA Piper LLP’s U.S. Restructuring Practice and a partner 
in its New York office. She has more than 20 years of experience representing debtors, secured and 
unsecured creditors, equityholders, purchasers of distressed assets, and other parties in a wide range 
of restructuring matters, including chapter 11 cases, out-of-court workouts, cross-border insolvency 
proceedings and title III of PROMESA, the law governing Puerto Rico’s restructuring. Ms. Alba-
nese has been involved in Puerto Rico’s current restructuring efforts since their earliest days, when 
she participated in dozens of meetings with U.S. Congress members and staff to develop the law 
that ultimately became PROMESA. Subsequently, she has been instrumental in many of the firm’s 
PROMESA-related matters. Ms. Albanese previously served as co-hiring partner of the firm’s New 
York office. Ms. Albanese was selected by Crain’s New York Business as a 2022 Notable Woman in 
Law and recognized by Chambers and Partners in 2021 for Bankruptcy and Restructuring in New 
York. She is an active member of ABI, the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Con-
federation and the Turnaround Management Association. After law school, she clerked for Hon. John 
W. Bissell, Chief Judge of the U.S. District Court for the District of New Jersey. Ms. Albanese is a 
contributing author of the Bloomberg Law: Bankruptcy Treatise and has guest lectured at Penn Law 
School and Duke Law School. She received her B.A. cum laude from the University of Pennsylvania 
and her J.D. from the University of Pennsylvania Law School, where she served as editor-in-chief of 
the Journal of International Economic Law.

Laura E. Appleby is a partner with Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP in New York, where she 
represents clients in all aspects of complex bankruptcy proceedings, out-of-court restructurings and 
distressed transactions. She has experience representing bondholders, indenture trustees, financial 
institutions and other creditors in special situations, and has provided advice with respect to corpora-
tions and other for-profit business organizations, nonprofit entities and municipalities. Ms. Appleby 
advises clients on sophisticated restructurings, including those in connection with chapter 11 bank-
ruptcy proceedings, distressed investment opportunities, § 363 sales, UCC Article 9 sales, consensual 
foreclosures and event-driven acquisitions in such industries as agriculture chemical, financial ser-
vices, health care and related services, mining, nonprofits, retail, senior living facilities and transpor-
tation. She also counsels clients with respect to issues surrounding municipal distress and insolvency. 
Ms. Appleby clerked for Hon. Victor J. Wolski of the U.S. Court of Federal Claims. Prior to attending 
law school, she was a legislative assistant and director of correspondence for U.S. Senator Peter G. 
Fitzgerald (Ret.). Ms. Appleby is a 2018 honoree of ABI’s “40 Under 40” program and is admitted 
to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court, U.S. Court of Federal Claims, the U.S. Courts of Appeals 
for the First, Second and Ninth Circuits, and the U.S. District Courts for the Eastern and Southern 
Districts of New York and the Northern District of Illinois. She received her B.S. in 2001 from the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and her J.D. in 2007 from the University of Michigan 
Law School, where she was editor-in-chief of the Michigan Telecommunications and Technology 
Law Review.

Robert B. Branson is an attorney with BransonLaw, PLLC in Orlando, Fla., who has focused on 
consumer and small business bankruptcy rights for more than 30 years. He is a member of the Central 
Florida Bankruptcy Law Association and former chair of the Orange County Bankruptcy Committee. 
Mr. Branson is a mediator with the U.S. Bankruptcy Court and has performed more than 600 mort-
gage mediations. As debtor’s counsel, he has completed more than 500 mortgage modifications since 
the program’s inception. Mr. Branson spoke at the National Bankruptcy Judge Conference in 2016 
and 2018, at ABI’s Annual Spring Meeting in 2015 and at ABI’s Southeast Bankruptcy Workshop in 
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2016 and Paskay Memorial Conference in 2019, and at the National Association of Chapter Thirteen 
Trustees Annual Conference in 2014. His firm also assisted with the formation of the Middle District 
of Florida, Orlando Division Pro Se Clinic. Mr. Branson served in the U.S. Army from 1978-83. He 
received his B.A. from the University of Central Florida in 1985 and his J.D. from the University of 
Florida College of Law in 1988.

Hon. Mildred Cabán Flores is Chief Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Puerto Rico in San Juan, 
initially sworn in on March 19, 2010, and appointed Chief Judge in 2018. She sat at the Southwestern 
Divisional Office in Ponce, P.R., until Aug. 31, 2011, and is currently sitting in Old San Juan. Judge 
Cabán Flores serves on the Federal Judicial Center Board, the Federal Judicial Center Education 
Committee, the District Examination Committee for the U.S. District Court for the District of Puerto 
Rico, and the First Circuit Judicial Council Civics and Education Committee. She also is a member 
of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges (NCBJ) and currently serves as Circuit Governor 
and on the Security Committee, the Public Outreach Committee and the Liaison Committee for the 
Hispanic National Bar Association. Judge Cabán Flores has been a speaker for various organizations 
on bankruptcy and consumer law topics. She is an advisory board member of CARE (Credit Abuse 
Resistance Education) and speaks on financial literacy matters to students of all age groups. She re-
ceived ABI’s 2014 CARE Volunteer of the Year Award. Previously, Judge Cabán Flores clerked for 
Hon. Héctor M. Laffitte of the U.S. District Court for the District of Puerto Rico, and she practiced 
bankruptcy at Brown Newsom & Córdova and as a partner at Goldman Antonetti & Córdova, P.S.C., 
where she focused on representing creditors in both commercial and consumer bankruptcy cases. 
Judge Cabán Flores received her B.A. from Barnard College in 1983 and her J.D. from New York 
University School of Law in 1986.

Joel E. Cohen is a managing director with Stout Risius Ross, LLC in its Disputes, Compliance, & 
Investigations group and a managing partner of the firm’s New York office. He has more than two 
decades of experience in the dispute, forensic and insolvency practice areas, most specifically in the 
financial services and asset-management industries. Mr. Cohen’s experience encompasses a number 
of significant cross-border insolvency and litigation matters, and he has served as financial advisor 
and consulting expert to fiduciaries, court-appointed receivers, monitors, offshore liquidators, and 
bankruptcy and litigation trustees in a variety of litigation consulting services, including asset-trac-
ing, fraud, Ponzi schemes, industry custom and practice for investment managers, and forensic analy-
sis. He has been acting as financial advisor to receivers over several SEC and NYAG receiverships 
of private-equity investment structures, as well as the financial consultant to the monitor appointed 
over the Trump Organization for the New York Attorney General actions. Most recently, Mr. Cohen 
testified successfully in the Celsius chapter 11 confirmation hearing in the Southern District of New 
York, speaking to the valuation of the $3.2 billion dollar digital asset, institutional loan and alterna-
tive investment portfolio of the debtor. Before joining Stout, Mr. Cohen was a managing director at 
a boutique financial advisory and consulting firm. Prior to that, he spent a number of years with a 
global financial advisory firm in its Dispute & Investigations group, where he helped manage a team 
of CPAs, economists, attorneys and financial professionals in executing a diverse array of complex 
engagements related to the various hedge fund/private-equity fraud, insolvencies and litigations that 
characterized the global financial crisis of 2008-09. Previously, Mr. Cohen was a leader in the dis-
putes practice at a Big 4 accounting firm and senior vice president at a prominent investment bank 
in charge of internal investigations. He also served as Assistant U.S. Attorney in the Eastern District 
of New York from 1992-99, where he supervised its Business/Securities Fraud Unit. Mr. Cohen has 
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experience within the offshore world, regularly handling cases out of the Caribbean. He received his 
B.A. in economics with a focus on accounting from Rutgers University.

Sonia Colón is a partner in the Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights group of Ferraiuoli, LLC in San 
Juan, P.R., and Orlando, Fla. She concentrates her practice in the representation of creditors, finan-
cial institutions, equityholders, distressed-asset purchasers and sellers in connection with restructur-
ing proceedings, as well as bankruptcy negotiation and litigation. Ms. Colón is a member of ABI’s 
Board of Directors and is a frequent speaker and writer on insolvency law issues. She is a member 
of the Puerto Rico and Florida Bars. Ms. Colón received her B.S. in foreign service from George-
town University and her J.D. from the University of Puerto Rico School of Law, and attended the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology’s Minority Introduction to Engineering and Science (MITES) 
Program.

Carmen D. Conde-Torres is the main partner and founder and C. Conde & Associates in San Juan, 
P.R., and has experience in high-profile reorganization issues and bankruptcy cases. She has been 
appointed on multiple occasions by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the First Circuit as a member of 
the committee for the evaluation of candidates for bankruptcy judge’s positions in the District of 
Puerto Rico. She also has been invited as speaker by bankruptcy institutions in Puerto Rico and by 
ABI, NACDA, and the Instituto Iberoamericano de Derecho Concursal en Chile and Rome. Ms. 
Conde-Torres has been selected on multiple occasions as one of the best lawyers in Puerto Rico and 
Latin America by Chambers and Partners and The Best Lawyers in America. With over 20 years of 
experience in bankruptcy proceedings, she has participated in prominent cases throughout their re-
organization bankruptcy proceedings and/or turnarounds, including the reorganization process of the 
Roman Catholic Church, Diocese of San Juan, where bankruptcy law and canonic law intertwined. 
Ms. Conde-Torres has participated together with chapter 7 trustees in high-profile cases for the ad-
ministration and recovery of assets and has assisted several law firms from the U.S. and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands. Before founding C. Conde & Assoc., Ms. Conde-Torres worked as an assistant to the 
director of the Puerto Rico Electric Power Authority and actively participated in administrative and 
operational decisions at the highest levels. She has also been a member of the board of directors of 
the Government Development Bank (GDB), among other private and governmental entities. Ms. 
Conde-Torres also worked as attorney advisor to the U.S. Trustee for the District of Puerto Rico. 
During her tenure at the U.S. Trustee’s Office, she was designated as attorney in charge of criminal 
prosecutions in bankruptcy fraud with the U.S. District Attorney’s Office for the District of Puerto 
Rico. Ms. Conde-Torres received her B.S. in 1970 from the University of Puerto Rico and her J.D. 
cum laude from Inter-American University.

Nicola Cowan is a director at FFP in George Town, Grand Cayman, in the Cayman Islands and has 
more than 15 years of experience in insolvency and restructuring. Originally from the U.K., she has 
been based in the Cayman Islands since 2011 and specializes in providing independent fiduciary 
services and insolvency and restructuring advice to offshore registered funds and companies with 
extensive experience in number of investment strategies, such as structured finance, digital assets 
and other private-equity strategies. Ms. Cowan acts as a court-appointed official liquidator, court-
appointed receiver and voluntary liquidator. She also has acted as a foreign representative in chapter 
15 proceedings in the U.S. Ms. Cowan is a board member of a variety of offshore registered funds 
and companies. She is a Chartered Accountant and a member of the Institute of Chartered Accoun-



AMERICAN BANKRUPTCY INSTITUTE

1175

tants in England and Wales (ICAEW) and a Certified Director, accredited by ICSA Canada. She also 
is registered with the Cayman Islands Monetary Authority as an Approved Director. Ms. Cowan re-
ceived her Bsc in management from the University of Manchester.

Prof. Andrew B. Dawson is vice dean for Academic Affairs and the Judge A. J. Cristol Professor of 
Bankruptcy at the University of Miami School of Law in Coral Gables, Fla., having joined the fac-
ulty in 2011. He teaches bankruptcy, business associations, contracts and commercial law. He also is 
of counsel at Sequor Law, a member of the International Insolvency Institute’s NextGen Leadership 
Program, and previously served as the reporter for the Labor and Benefits Subcommittee of the Amer-
ican Bankruptcy Institute’s Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11 and as an ABI Robert 
M. Zinman Scholar-in-Residence. Prof. Dawson’s research has focused on the intersection of federal 
bankruptcy and labor laws, both in the corporate and municipal bankruptcy context. He contributed to 
the study of cross-border insolvency under the UNCITRAL Model Law on Cross Border Insolvency. 
After the U.S. adopted the Model Law in 2005, he conducted the first empirical study of chapter 15. 
Prior to joining the UM faculty, Prof. Dawson clerked in the Delaware Bankruptcy Court for Hon. 
Peter J. Walsh and in the Third Circuit Court of Appeals for Hon. Jane R. Roth, and was a Kauffman 
Legal Fellow at Harvard Law School. He received his B.A. from Williams College and his J.D. from 
Harvard Law School, where he was senior editor of the Harvard Negotiation Law Review. He also 
received the ABI Medal of Excellence in Bankruptcy and the Irving Oberman Memorial Award for 
best student bankruptcy paper.

Daniel Desatnik is a partner in the Business Solutions, Governance, Restructuring & Bankruptcy 
Group of Proskauer in New York, where he focuses his practice on the representation of debtors, 
creditors’ committees, equity committees, and creditors in chapter 11 cases and out-of-court restruc-
turings. He is one of the core members of the Proskauer team representing the Financial Oversight 
and Management Board of Puerto Rico (FOMB) in its successful restructuring of Puerto Rico’s $74 
billion debt load, lowering its liabilities by $33 billion and saving it over $50 billion in debt service 
payments. Mr. Desatnik played a key role in the $6 billion Title VI restructuring of the Governmental 
Development Bank’s debt. He currently plays a key role in the restructuring of the operations and 
over $9 billion of debt of Puerto Rico’s electric utility, PREPA. Mr. Desatnik is a 2023 honoree of 
ABI’s “40 Under 40” and has been recognized in The Best Lawyers in America’s “Ones to Watch” 
list every year since 2021. He has successfully argued precedent-setting cases before the First Circuit 
Court of Appeals, Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals and in federal bankruptcy court. In addition, he has 
been featured on panels and podcasts on bankruptcy law topics, and his articles have been published 
in industry-leading outlets such as Debtwire and Reorg Research. Mr. Desatnik received his B.A. and 
M.A. in political science from Emory University, and his J.D. from Columbia Law School, where he 
graduated as a James Kent Scholar and Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar.

Jose A. Diaz Crespo, CFF, CPA, CVA is a consultant with Dage Consulting CPAs, PSC in San Juan, 
P.R., and provides litigation support, business valuation and financial forensics services. He previ-
ously was a consulting and audit manager with Aquino, De Córdova, Alfaro & Co., LLP and a senior 
auditor with KPMG. Mr. Diaz Crespo received his undergraduate degree in 1997 in accounting from 
the University of Puerto Rico and his J.D. in 2018 from the University of Puerto Rico School of Law.
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John R. Dodd is a partner with Baker McKenzie in Miami in its Restructuring and Insolvency 
Practice Group. He is experienced with handling transactions and litigations that arise in business re-
organizations, liquidations, distressed-asset acquisitions and sales, financial restructurings and loan 
workouts. Mr. Dodd represents debtors, trustees, secured and unsecured creditors, and official com-
mittees and purchasers of troubled companies and their assets, both in and out of bankruptcy court. 
He is listed in the South Florida Legal Guide as a “Top Lawyer” (2020) and a “Top Up and Comer” 
(2017-19), was recognized in 2018 in the Daily Business Review’s “Most Effective Lawyers” list, 
and was listed as a Florida Super Lawyers “Rising Star” from 2013-19. Mr. Dodd is a member of the 
American Bar Association, the Bankruptcy Bar Association of the Southern District of Florida and 
the Leadership Miami Committee. He received his B.A. cum laude from Harvard College in 2001 
and his J.D. cum laude from the University of Florida Levin College of Law in 2006.

Hon. Robert D. Drain is Of Counsel with Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP in New 
York and previously served for 20 years as a U.S. bankruptcy judge for the Southern District of New 
York, presiding over several high-profile and impactful cases involving well-known companies and 
organizations. Prior to leaving the bench in 2022, Judge Drain oversaw proceedings ranging from 
large chapter 11 corporate restructurings and consumer-level bankruptcies to international chapter 
15 matters. He also served as a court-appointed mediator for other judges in numerous cases. In 
his current practice, Judge Drain advises on U.S. and cross-border chapter 11 and 15 reorganiza-
tions, out-of-court restructurings, debtor-in-possession loans, secured financings, distressed M&A 
and investments in troubled companies, and potential examiner or trustee roles and mediations. He 
is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, a member and former Board member ABI, and 
a former board member and officer of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges. For several 
years, he chaired the Bankruptcy Judges Advisory Group established by the Administrative Office of 
the U.S. Courts, and he currently serves on the FDIC’s Systemic Resolution Advisory Committee. In 
addition, he was a founding member and chair of the Judicial Insolvency Network, which developed, 
among other issuances, guidelines that were adopted by courts in the U.S. and abroad for cooperation 
and communication in concurrent transnational insolvency cases. He also annually presided over a 
mock transnational bankruptcy case for the International Association of Restructuring, Insolvency & 
Bankruptcy Professionals’ (INSOL) training program, and he is a member of the International Insol-
vency Institute. Judge Drain is currently an adjunct professor at Pace University School of Law and 
a former adjunct professor in St. John’s University School of Law’s LL.M. in Bankruptcy Program. 
Judge Drain has published in treatises on bankruptcy law and frequently lectured on bankruptcy 
law in multiple programs for the Federal Judicial Center, the NCBJ, the ABI, AIRA, TMA, PLI, the 
American College of Bankruptcy, the International Insolvency Institute, the Federal Bar Council, 
Columbia University School of Law and national, international and local bar associations, as well 
as in judicial and professional interchanges with judges and practitioners in South America, Europe, 
China, South Korea, Singapore and India. Prior to his time on the court, he spent nearly 20 years 
in private practice, including 10 years as a partner in the bankruptcy and restructuring practice of 
another global law firm. He also authored a novel, The Great Work in the United States of America. 
Judge Drain received his B.A. cum laude from Yale University and his J.D. from Columbia Univer-
sity School of Law, where he was a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar for three years.

Jodi D. Dubose is a shareholder with Stichter, Riedel, Blain & Postler, P.A. in Pensacola, Fla., and 
regularly represents debtors, committees, creditors, trustees, purchasers, fiduciaries and other parties 
in bankruptcy cases, assignments for the benefit of creditors, receiverships and out-of-court work-
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outs. She has been particularly active in fiduciary representation in state and federal courts, and also 
handles civil litigation matters, principally in connection with debtor/creditor disputes. Ms. Dubose 
is the appointed subchapter V chapter 11 trustee for the Northern District of Florida, is certified by 
the Florida Supreme Court to mediate circuit civil cases in Florida state courts, and is approved by 
the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District of Florida to mediate mortgage-modification 
disputes. She is licensed to practice law in Florida, Alabama and Texas. Ms. Dubose is a past presi-
dent of the Northern District of Florida Bankruptcy Bar Association, the Escambia-Santa Rosa Bar 
Association (ESRBA) and the Young Lawyers’ Division of the ESRBA. She was the inaugural chair 
of the Gulf Coast Network of the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation, 
and also serves on IWIRC International’s Executive Board. Ms. Dubose has served on the Execu-
tive Council of the Business Law Section of the Florida Bar since 2011, chairing its Bankruptcy/
UCC Committee, Bankruptcy Judicial Liaison Committee, Annual Retreat Committee, Membership 
Committee, and various study groups and task forces. Most recently, she successfully co-chaired 
its Assignments for the Benefit of Creditors Glitch Bill Task Force and was appointed vice chair of 
the Uniform Commercial Real Estate Receivership Act Glitch Bill Task Force. Ms. Dubose is rated 
AV-preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell and was designated as Florida Super Lawyer in the area of 
bankruptcy law from 2013-20. She received her B.A. magna cum laude in communication from the 
University of West Florida and her J.D. from the University of Florida College of Law.

Alberto G. Estrella is a managing member of Estrella, LLC in San Juan, P.R., which he joined in 
1994. Since then, he has been involved in hundreds of trials and advises business clients. Mr. Estrella 
is involved in litigation and asked to advise on a diverse variety of matters, including commercial 
and contract disputes, complex litigation, class action litigation, product liability, antitrust and busi-
ness regulation, cybersecurity advice and litigation, corporate law, franchise law and many other 
areas in the firm. He is licensed to practice in Puerto Rico, Virginia and the District of Columbia. 
Mr. Estrella is a Fellow in the American Bar Foundation and a member of the Federal and American 
Bar Associations. He is also a founding member of the Aurora Angel Network and a FINRA neutral 
arbitrator. Mr. Estrella is the incoming president of ENACTUS Puerto Rico and chairman of the 
board of trustees of NUC University. He is listed in Chambers & Partners for Latin America 2024: 
Dispute Resolution and has been listed in the Best Lawyers in Puerto Rico annually since 2014. He 
also is listed in 2024’s Legal 500. Mr. Estrella received his B.A. in political science and economics 
from Pennsylvania State University and his J.D. with honors from George Washington University 
School of Law.

Paul Fratamico is a managing director at Astor Marks Capital in Miami and has more than 20 
years of experience in investments and capital markets. He also founded the Cannabis Practice at 
I-Bankers Securities, which has been involved in more than $800 million of securities offerings in 
the cannabis industry, including both private and public offerings of debt and equity securities. Mr. 
Fratamico previously was a managing director with Gossler Capital and a contributing writer and 
editor for Bloomberg. He received his Bachelor’s degree in English language and literature/letters 
from Villanova University, his Master’s in international economics from Johns Hopkins School of 
Advanced International Studies, and his M.B.A. in finance and accounting from the University of 
Chicago Booth School of Business.
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Hon. Martin Glenn is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of New York in New 
York, initially sworn in on Nov. 30, 2006, and appointed Chief Judge on March 1, 2022. Previously, 
he was a law clerk for Hon. Henry J. Friendly, Chief Judge of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sec-
ond Circuit, from 1971-72, and he practiced law with O’Melveny & Myers LLP in Los Angeles from 
1972-85 and in New York from 1985-2006, where he focused on complex civil litigation including 
securities, RICO, financial and accounting fraud, and unfair competition. Judge Glenn is a Fellow 
in the American College of Bankruptcy and a member of the American Law Institute, International 
Insolvency Institute, New York Federal-State Judicial Council, New York City Bar, National Confer-
ence of Bankruptcy Judges, Federal Bar Council and ABI. He is a past member of the Committee 
on International Judicial Relations of the U.S. Judicial Conference and the Bankruptcy Judge Advi-
sory Group of the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts. In addition, he is an adjunct professor 
at Columbia Law School, a contributing author to Collier on Bankruptcy and a frequent lecturer on 
bankruptcy-related issues. Judge Glenn received his B.S. from Cornell University in 1968 and his 
J.D. from Rutgers Law School in 1971, where he was an articles editor of the Rutgers Law Review.

Claire Goldstein is a partner in the Litigation & Insolvency team at Harneys in Tortola, British Vir-
gin Islands. She has experience in complex multi-jurisdictional corporate and commercial litigation, 
trusts, fraud and asset-tracing, and insolvency and restructuring matters, and she has worked with a 
wide variety of clients. Ms. Goldstein regularly represents clients in the BVI courts on a number of 
interlocutory applications, including urgent applications for injunctions, the appointment of interim 
receivers and other forms of interim relief. She has worked on some of the leading cases in the juris-
diction, including the Fairfield litigation, where she represented a number of banks that had invested 
into Fairfield Sentry Ltd., which was a feeder fund into Bernard Madoff Investment Securities Lim-
ited. She also has worked on some of the largest and most complex enforcement claims in order to 
enforce foreign judgments and arbitral awards in the BVI. Called to the bar in 2004, Ms. Goldstein 
previously worked at Slaughter and May and Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton in London. She also 
was a lecturer in constitutional and administrative Law at St Hilda’s College, University of Oxford. 
Ms. Goldstein is recommended by Chambers and Legal 500 as a leading BVI practitioner. She is 
on the board of the BVI Restructuring and Insolvency Association (RISA), is a member of INSOL 
and the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC), and is on the 
advisory board for the Trusts and Estates Litigation Forum. Ms. Goldstein received her LL.B. from 
the University of Leeds in 2001, her LL.M. in 2002 from the European University Institute and her 
B.C.L. in 2003 from the University of Oxford.

Hon. María de los A. González Hernández is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Puerto 
Rico in Ponce, appointed on Feb. 11, 2022. She has been involved in bankruptcy law for the en-
tirety of her more than 30-year legal career, most of which she has spent with the federal govern-
ment. Judge González-Hernández’s legal career began in 1991, when she clerked for Hon. Enrique 
S. Lamoutte of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Puerto Rico following law school. In 
1994, after earning she entered private practice at a law firm in Puerto Rico, where she headed its 
consumer bankruptcy division and practiced bankruptcy, banking and real estate law for nearly three 
years. In 1996, Judge González-Hernández joined the U.S. Trustee’s Office in San Juan, P.R., where 
she was a trial attorney for 10 years, litigating chapter 7 and 11 cases. In 2006, she rejoined Judge 
Lamoutte’s chambers as a law clerk, and in 2011 she became Clerk of Court of the District of Puerto 
Rico Bankruptcy Court. Judge González-Hernández is a member of the Puerto Rico Bankruptcy Bar 
Association, the American Bankruptcy Bar Association, and the Honorable Raymond Acosta Puerto 
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Rico Chapter of the Federal Bar Association. From 2013-15, she taught bankruptcy law at the Uni-
versity of Puerto Rico School of Law. Judge González-Hernández received her B.A. from Colgate 
University in 1987, HER J.D. from Pontifical Catholic University of Puerto Rico School of Law in 
1990 and her LL.M. from Boston University Morin Center for Banking Law Studies in 1993.

Peter S. Hartheimer is a managing director with Sherwood Partners, Inc. in New York and has 
more than 20 years of experience as a management consultant. His focus is on the orderly wind-
down of distressed corporations and divestitures of their underlying assets. He has worked as a 
principal for private-equity concerns and as an agent as an investment banker. Mr. Hartheimer’s 
client engagements include capital restructuring, corporate reorganizations, equity and creditors’ 
committees, buy- and sell-side advisory, and asset-disposition. He concentrates in middle-market 
distressed transactions and has experience working with state and federal insolvency processes. He 
has participated in over 100 dissolutions and is experienced in asset-recovery, corporate turnarounds 
and asset management in such industries as energy, health care, commercial and general aviation, au-
tomotive, rail, materials handling, general manufacturing, pulp & paper, agribusiness, e.com, retail 
and distribution. Most recently, Mr. Hartheimer has been the representative to the assignee in mul-
tiple assignments for the benefit of creditors. In his capacity as fiduciary, he is tasked with executing 
the wind-down of domestic technology companies and their foreign subsidiaries. In addition to his 
professional credits, Mr. Hartheimer is a member of ABI, the Turnaround Management Association 
and WorkOUT LGBTQ’s in Restructuring, where he is an emeritus board member. He is a graduate 
of the State University of New York at New Paltz.

Laura S. Hatfield is a partner with Bedell Cristin in Grand Cayman, Cayman Islands, and heads 
its Litigation, Regulatory, and Insolvency & Restructuring groups in the Cayman Islands. She has 
experience in acting for a variety of corporate clients and individuals focusing on commercial liti-
gation, insolvency and restructuring, licensing and other regulatory matters. Her clients are based 
in the Cayman Islands, U.S. and Europe and include Big Four accountancy practices, hotels, retail 
stores, entities in the funds and insurance sectors, and statutory and regulatory bodies, many matters 
of which have had a multi-jurisdiction component. Ms. Hatfield has more than 30 years of experi-
ence in taking disputes ranging across company law, professional negligence claims, governance 
advice, licensing and other regulatory issues to court, as well as alternative dispute resolution, such 
as mediation and arbitration. She was qualified as a solicitor of the Supreme Court of England and 
Wales in 1989 and was admitted as a Cayman Islands attorney-at-law in 2001. A member of the Law 
Society of England and Wales, Cayman Islands Law Society, ABI, IWIRC and INSOL, Ms. Hat-
field has significant experience in cross-border and multi-jurisdictional cases, including regulatory 
regimes, and often works closely with U.S. attorneys and insolvency professionals. She is listed in 
the International Who’s Who for Asset Recovery, as a “Leading individual” in the Legal 500 Carib-
bean from 2019-23, and as a Band 4 attorney in Chambers Global for 2023. Ms. Hatfield received 
her B.Sc. from the University of Exeter in England.

Jerry Henechowicz, CPA, CA, CIRP, LIT is a senior vice president in the Toronto office of MNP 
LLP’s Insolvency & Restructuring group. Following a career in North American furniture manu-
facturing and distribution industry, he returned to public practice and has a wide range of practical 
industry experience, which allows him to recognize options and opportunities for all stakehold-
ers within the statutory insolvency and restructuring framework. Mr. Henechowicz provides advice 
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to various creditor groups involved in CCAA engagements, corporate restructurings and receiver-
ship proceedings, and in conducting asset/business sale transactions through insolvency proceed-
ings. Some of his recent engagements include acting as receiver of an Alberta-based multi-property 
commercial and residential real estate developer, acting as monitor in the CCAA wind-up of a $300 
million multinational investment fund, and acting as a financial advisor to employee’s representative 
counsel in the receivership and bankruptcy proceeding of a major Canadian retail chain. He also has 
led the court-appointed receivership and bankruptcy proceedings of highly complex and high-profile 
multinational Ponzi schemes. Mr. Henechowicz received his B.Com. from the University of Toronto.

Henry E. Hildebrand, III has served as standing trustee for chapter 13 matters in the Middle District 
of Tennessee in Nashville since 1982 and as standing chapter 12 trustee for that district since 1986. 
He also is Of Counsel to the Nashville law firm of Belcher Sykes Harrington, PLLC. Mr. Hildebrand 
is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and the Nashville Bar Foundation. He is Board 
Certified in Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification and serves on its fac-
ulty committee, and he is chairman of the Legislative and Legal Affairs Committee for the National 
Association of Chapter 13 Trustees (NACTT). In addition, he has written extensively for and is on 
the board of directors of the NACTT Academy for Consumer Bankruptcy Education, Inc., and he is 
an adjunct faculty member for the Nashville School of Law and St. Johns University School of Law. 
Mr. Hildebrand served as a commissioner on ABI’s Commission on Consumer Bankruptcy and is a 
contributor to the ABI Journal. He received his undergraduate degree from Vanderbilt University and 
his J.D. from the National Law Center of George Washington University.

Hon. Laurel Myerson Isicoff is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Florida in 
Miami, initially appointed on Feb. 13, 2006. She served as Chief Judge from October 2016 until 
October 2023. Judge Isicoff serves on the Judicial Conference Committee on the Administration of 
the Bankruptcy System. Judge Isicoff serves on the Judicial Conference Committee on the Admin-
istration of the Bankruptcy System and on its subcommittee on Diversity, Equity and Inclusion. As 
a member of the American College of Bankruptcy, she serves a member of its Pro Bono Committee 
and is immediate past chair of its Judicial Outreach Committee, and from 2021-22 she co-chaired the 
College’s Commission on Diversity, Equity and Inclusion. In recognition of that service, as well as 
her long-standing commitment to diversity, equity and inclusion, she received the inaugural DEI Ex-
cellence Award from the College. In further recognition of her contributions to DEI, she was awarded 
the 2023 NCBJ DEI Leadership Award from the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges. Judge 
Isicoff currently serves as judicial chair of the Pro Bono Committee of the Business Law Section of 
the Florida Bar and is a member of the Florida Bar Standing Committee on Pro Bono. Prior to becom-
ing a judge, she specialized in commercial bankruptcy, foreclosure and workout matters, both as a 
transactional attorney and litigator for 14 years with the law firm of Kozyak Tropin & Throckmorton, 
after practicing for eight years with Squire, Sanders & Dempsey, now known as Squire Patton Boggs. 
After graduating from law school, Judge Isicoff clerked for Hon. Daniel S. Pearson at the Florida 
Third District Court of Appeal before entering private practice. She is a past President of the National 
Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and of the Bankruptcy Bar Association (BBA) of the Southern 
District of Florida, and, until she took the bench, served as the chair of the Pro Bono Task Force for 
the BBA. Judge Isicoff speaks extensively on bankruptcy around the country, and is committed to 
increasing pro bono service, diversity, equity and inclusion, and financial literacy for all. She received 
her J.D. from the University of Miami School of Law in 1982.
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Robert J. Keach is a shareholder at Bernstein, Shur, Sawyer & Nelson in Portland, Maine, where he 
practices in the area of bankruptcy, reorganization and workouts. He focuses on the representation of 
various parties in workouts and bankruptcy cases, including debtors, creditors, creditors’ committees, 
lessors and third parties acquiring troubled companies and/or their assets. Mr. Keach has appeared as 
a panelist on national bankruptcy, lender liability and creditors rights programs, and he is the author 
of several articles on bankruptcy and creditors’ rights appearing in the ABI Law Review, Commercial 
Law Journal and ABI Journal, among other publications. He also is a contributing author to Col-
lier Guide to Chapter 11: Key Topics and Selected Industries (2011 Ed.). Mr. Keach is recognized 
as a “Star Individual” in Corporate M&A/Bankruptcy in Chambers USA, in The Best Lawyers in 
America (Ten-Year Certificate), and by New England Super Lawyers (Bankruptcy and Top 100 Law-
yers in New England regardless of specialty). He is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by 
the American Board of Certification. Mr. Keach is the estate representative (and former chapter 11 
trustee) in the cross-border railroad reorganization of Montreal Maine & Atlantic Railway, Ltd. He 
also is currently the fee examiner for a post-confirmation trust in a mass tort chapter 11 case. Mr. 
Keach has, inter alia, represented ad hoc committees in the Homebanc Mortgage, New Century TRS 
Holdings and Nortel Networks cases in Delaware, as well as a public utilities commission in the Fair-
Point Communications case in the Southern District of New York. He is a Fellow of the American 
College of Bankruptcy and a past president (2009-10) of ABI. Mr. Keach received ABI’s Lifetime 
Achievement Award in 2021 and co-chaired ABI’s Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11. 
He received his J.D. in 1980 from the University of Maine.

Hon. Enrique S. Lamoutte is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Puerto Rico in San 
Juan, initially appointed in November 1986. He served as Chief Judge from 1986-98 and from 2009-
18. He also serves as a judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Appellate Panel for the First Circuit, over which 
he presided as Chief Judge from 2004-08. Judge Lamoutte is a Fellow in the American College of 
Bankruptcy. He previously clerked for U.S. District Judge Hernan G. Pesquera of the U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Court for the District of Puerto Rico and was chief of the Civil Division of the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office. He also is a retired colonel of the Puerto Rico Air National Guard. Judge Lamoutte graduated 
from Boston College in 1969 and received his J.D. from the University of Puerto Rico Law School 
in 1976.

Jessica C. Lauria is a partner in White & Case LLP’s Financial Restructuring and Insolvency Prac-
tice in New York, where she represents clients in a wide variety of in-court and out-of-court restruc-
turing matters. Her work includes providing advice on complex questions relating to governance in 
the corporate restructuring context, as well as, among other things, analysis, strategic advice and ne-
gotiation of all aspects of corporate restructurings, including debtor-in-possession financing arrange-
ments, cash-collateral usage and exit financing facilities; formulation of legal and financial strategies 
for negotiating and implementing plans of reorganization; negotiating debt and equity documents for 
reorganized companies; strategic advice and negotiation of sale documents and pleadings in connec-
tion with § 363 and other complex asset sales; strategic planning for debt-restructuring alternatives 
and chapter 11 filings; preparing debtors for chapter 11 filings; and structuring exit strategies for 
chapter 11 proceedings. She also has extensive experience representing clients in connection with 
mass tort chapter 11 proceedings. Ms. Lauria is listed in The Deal’s “Top Women in Dealmaking for 
Restructuring” for 2021, Crain’s New York Business “Notable Women in Law” for 2021, The Best 
Lawyers in America for 2020 and 2021, Global Restructuring Review’s 40 under 40 list for 2016, 
Turnarounds & Workouts’ Outstanding Young Restructuring Lawyers for 2015, and Chambers USA 
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for New York Bankruptcy/Restructuring as an “Up and Coming” lawyer. She is admitted to practice 
in Illinois and New York. Ms. Lauria received her B.A. in political science from the University of 
Minnesota, Twin Cities and her J.D. from the University of Minnesota Law School.

Hon. Keith M. Lundin is a retired U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Middle District of Tennessee in 
Nashville, having served from 1982-2016, and currently maintains a Bankruptcy Workshop website 
called LundinOnChapter13.com in Pittsburgh. He also served on the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel for 
the Sixth Circuit from 1997-99. Judge Lundin is on the faculty of the Federal Judicial Center. In addi-
tion to teaching as an adjunct professor at Vanderbilt Law School, he taught at the University of New 
Mexico, where he was the Weihofen Distinguished Visiting Professor of Law in 2006, at Emory Uni-
versity School of Law and on numerous seminar and institute faculties. Judge Lundin is the author 
of LundinOnChapter13.com and has been a managing editor for the Norton Bankruptcy Law Adviser 
(West Group) since 1982. He also is a conferee of the National Bankruptcy Conference and for 15 
years managed the Advanced Consumer Bankruptcy Practice Institute. Following law school, Judge 
Lundin clerked for Chief Judge Harry Phillips of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit. 
While in private practice, he served as standing chapter 13 trustee for the Middle District of Tennes-
see. Judge Lundin teaches Effective Legal Writing for the Real World, Discharge and Dischargeabil-
ity, and Chapter 13. He received his J.D. from Vanderbilt University Law School.

Stacy A. Lutkus is a partner in the Business Restructuring group of McDermott Will & Emery LLP 
in New York, where she focuses her practice on all aspects of complex domestic and cross-border 
reorganization matters. She advises companies and foreign representatives preparing chapter 11 and 
chapter 15 cases for filing, as well as debtors, creditors, purchasers (including stalking-horse bidders) 
and lenders in connection with out-of-court restructuring transactions, distressed-asset sales, DIP 
financing and exit financing. She also advises official committees of unsecured creditors, as well as 
individual secured and unsecured creditors, equityholders and post-confirmation trusts in bankruptcy 
and litigation matters. Ms. Lutkus maintains an active pro bono practice, with a focus on representing 
the interests of children. Prior to her legal career, she spent several years working as a special agent 
for the U.S. Department of the Treasury Internal Revenue Service’s Criminal Investigation Division, 
where she gained experience conducting witness interviews, participating in enforcement operations, 
preparing special agent reports and testifying in court proceedings. Ms. Lutkus has been listed in 
Lawdragon as a 2020 Leading U.S. Bankruptcy and Restructuring Lawyer, and she was selected for 
the International Insolvency Institute’s NextGen Leadership Program, She is a member of ABI, the 
Federal Bar Council’s Bankruptcy Litigation Committee, INSOL and the International Women’s In-
solvency & Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC). Ms. Lutkus received her B.S. magna cum laude in 
1997 from Drexel University and her J.D. in 2002 from the University of Pennsylvania Law School.

David J. Mack is restructuring lawyer, investor and director with Drivetrain, LLC in New York and 
has nearly 30 years of experience in restructuring and complex litigation, domestically and globally. 
He also has experience in leading transactions as a director, investor and advisor. Mr. Mack practiced 
law in Australia, the U.K. and the U.S. before moving to a hedge fund in NYC. He has been a mem-
ber (representing Drivetrain LLC as liquidation trust of Doral Bank) of the Puerto Rico Unsecured 
Creditors Committee in the Commonwealth’s PROMESA case since 2018. Previously, Mr. Mack was 
an independent director with Terraform Global, Inc. and a managing director with Perry Capital LLC 
in New York, where he worked on the legal aspect of many investments, distressed or otherwise. He 
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also assessed legal risks and strategies on investments, and coordinated and managed outside coun-
sel, as well as litigation associated with investments. He also was counsel with Simpson Thacher & 
Bartlett LLP in New York and a solicitor with Linklaters in London and King & Wood Mallesons in 
Sydney. Mr. Mack received his B.A. in government and economic history and his LL.B. with honors 
from the University of Sydney.

Hon. Robert A. Mark is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Florida in Miami, ap-
pointed in 1990, and he served as Chief Judge from 1999-2006. Prior to his appointment to the bench, 
Judge Mark was head of the bankruptcy department of the Miami firm of Stearns, Weaver, Miller, 
Weissler, Alhadeff & Sitterson, PA. He is a frequent speaker at international programs sponsored by 
INSOL, III, IWIRC and ABI, and he has served for several years as the co-judicial chair of the ABI’s 
Caribbean Insolvency Symposium. Judge Mark is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy 
and an author for Collier on Bankruptcy. His community activities include participation in a program 
that offers internships to minority law students, and participation in financial education programs for 
high school students through the Bankruptcy Bar Association’s CARE program, which teaches stu-
dents about the dangers of credit card abuse. Judge Mark is a graduate of Boalt Hall School of Law, 
University of California at Berkeley.

Antonio Luis Medina Comas is the president and founder of Convergent Strategies in Guaynabo, 
P.R., a consulting firm focused on corporate strategy, business optimization and real estate develop-
ment projects. Some of Convergent’s most notable clients include Accenture, HP, Lufthansa, Mc-
Connell Valdés, Palmas Del Mar Properties and Prime Policy Group in DC. In December 2020, Mr. 
Medina Comas was nominated by Speaker Nancy Pelosi and appointed by President Donald Trump 
to the Financial Oversight and Management Board for Puerto Rico, where he served on a pro bono 
basis until September 2023. From 2012-16, he was executive director of the Puerto Rico Industrial 
Development Company (PRIDCO), where he was responsible for managing Puerto Rico’s largest 
industrial real estate portfolio and was also a member of the Governor’s Cabinet and Economic De-
velopment Team. he was involved in the growth of the Aerospace and Export Services industry in 
Puerto Rico and was instrumental in multiple large-scale expansion projects by Honeywell, UTC/
Raytheon, Pratt & Whitney and GE, where he was directly responsible for the new construction and/
or upgrade of facilities for these PRIDCO tenants. Mr. Medina Comas previously had 20 years of 
experience at Merck & Co., including senior leadership roles as CFO for Merck Brazil and CFO for 
Merck Central America & Caribbean operations. He spent 10 years at corporate headquarters in New 
Jersey, serving as director of Financial Evaluations, where he was responsible for new product sit-
ing decisions, global tax optimization and manufacturing network strategy. He also was a manager 
within the Business Development team, responsible for third-party manufacturers and product licens-
ing initiatives, and had prior roles in Global Supply Management, Operations Improvements and 
Technical Operations. His prior experience includes Software Development at Travelers (CT) and 
GE Aerospace (NJ). Mr. Medina Comas has served on multiple boards of directors, such as Palmas 
del Mar, PDM Water Utility, Grupo Guayacán, Ports Authority, Economic Development Bank, Trade 
and Export Company, The Puerto Rico Science and Technology Trust, TPA Academy and WIPR TV 
Network. He is fully fluent in English, Portuguese and Spanish. Mr. Medina Comas received his B.S. 
and M.S. in industrial engineering from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in New York and his M.B.A. 
in finance from the University of Pennsylvania Wharton School of Business.
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Jessica E. Mendez Colberg is a capital partner and vice president with Bufete Emmanuelli, C.S.P. 
in Ponce, P.R., where her practice involves civil litigation with a concentration on labor rights and 
consumer protection. Her focus areas extend to bankruptcy law, and she specializes in student loan 
law. Since 2016, Ms. Mendez Colberg has been deeply involved in litigation concerning the Puerto 
Rico Oversight, Management and Economic Stability Act and Management (PROMESA). She has 
been at the forefront of the legal challenges against PROMESA and the Oversight Board, defending 
the rights of unions, retirement systems and other disadvantaged groups that have been adversely af-
fected by the law and the austerity measures imposed by the Oversight Board. Her advocacy led her 
to become the first and youngest Puerto Rican woman to present oral argument before the Supreme 
Court of the United States in October 2019. Ms. Mendez Colberg is certified in Conflict Mediation 
and is admitted to practice in the federal court for the District of Puerto Rico, the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the First Circuit and the U.S. Supreme Court. She has authored several law review articles 
on matters of civil procedure, torts and evidence, and newspaper articles on consumer protection, 
with a particular focus on student loans and bankruptcy, as well as other social justice issues. She also 
dedicates her time to supporting and empowering women entrepreneurs as a pro bono speaker for the 
Center for Puerto Rico, Sila M. Calderón Foundation. Within the Puerto Rico Bar Association, Ms. 
Mendez Colberg has served as the Delegate from Ponce on its board of directors for the past eight 
years, and she is an active member of various commissions, including those on Labor Rights, Con-
sumer Protection, Bankruptcy and Young Lawyers. She received both her M.B.A. summa cum laude 
and her J.D. from the Pontifical Catholic University of Puerto Rico School of Law. 

Eleanor Morgan is the managing partner and practice leader of the Litigation team in Mourant’s Tor-
tola, British Virgin Islands, office. She has practiced in the BVI since 2011, before which she worked 
in London at Macfarlanes LLP. Ms. Morgan has experience acting on a wide range of international 
litigation, contentious trust and insolvency matters, with emphasis on distressed funds work. She has 
been involved in many of the largest offshore disputes to come before the BVI court in recent history 
and regularly speaks at leading international conferences. Ms. Morgan is a Solicitor Advocate in the 
British Virgin Islands and a Solicitor in England and Wales (currently nonpracticing), and she took 
the ACTAPS Education Course. She is a member of the BVI Bar Association and the Restructuring 
and Insolvency Specialists Association, and she is a founding member of the Women’s Offshore Net-
work. Ms. Morgan is listed in the Legal 500 Caribbean for 2023 and 2024 as a Leading Individual in 
Dispute Resolution, is individually ranked in Dispute Resolution in Chambers and Partners Global 
for 2023, and is listed as a Global Elite - Lawyer in the Private Client Global Elite Directory for 
2023. She received her LL.B. in English and French literature in 2000 from King’s College London 
and her M.D. in law from the University of Paris I: Panthéon-Sorbonne in 2002.

Patricia A. Redmond is a Bankruptcy & Creditors’ Rights shareholder with Stearns, Weaver, Miller, 
Weissler, Alhadeff & Sitterson, P.A. in Miami and was elected chair of the American College of 
Bankruptcy Board of Regents, the first woman in the College’s history to hold this position. She was 
inducted as a XV Class Fellow in 2003 and has served as a Regent for the Eleventh Circuit for the past 
three years. She also has served as chair of the College’s Distinguished Law Student Committee and 
as a member of the College’s Foundation Board of Directors from 2005-2011, including as Secretary 
for a three-year term. Ms. Redmond focuses her practice on bankruptcy and creditors’ rights, and has 
experience representing creditors’ committees, secured creditors and debtors in chapter 11 cases. She 
has served on ABI’s Board of Directors and held various leadership roles within ABI, the American 
Bar Association (ABA), the Bankruptcy Bar Association for the Southern District of Florida (BBAS-
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DFL) and the Dade County Bar Association (DCBA). She also has devoted countless hours through-
out her career to providing pro bono legal services to thousands of underprivileged and low-income 
individuals, children and families. She founded the Bankruptcy Assistance Clinic both at St. Thomas 
University School of Law as well as the University of Miami, where she is an adjunct professor of 
law. She also is a frequent presenter, both locally and nationally, on topics related to bankruptcy law. 
In recognition of her significant contributions to the community and the legal profession, she has 
received several prestigious accolades, including the ABA Business Law Section’s Jean Allard Glass 
Cutter Award and The Florida Bar’s Tobias Simon Pro Bono Service Award. Ms. Redmond has been 
recognized with the highest ranking (Band 1) in Chambers USA, as a “Top 100,” “Top 50 Women” 
and “Top 100 Miami” Florida Super Lawyers, and as a “Lawyer of the Year” multiple times in The 
Best Lawyers in America. She served as ABI’s president from 2013-14 and chaired the selection com-
mittee of ABI’s inaugural “40 Under 40” program. Ms. Redmond received her B.A. in 1975 from the 
University of Miami and her J.D. in 1979 from the University of Miami School of Law.

Adriana Riviere-Badell is a lawyer with Kobre & Kim LLP in Miami and focuses her practice on 
complex multi-jurisdictional civil litigation, international judgment enforcement and asset recovery, 
including disputes related to insolvency and corporate restructuring, with a focus on monetization 
strategies in Latin America. She has been involved in some of the highest-profile cases in South 
Florida, including the successful representation of Raoul Weil, the former head of global wealth 
management at UBS who was acquitted of conspiracy to defraud the IRS, and the representation 
of the Office of the Commissioner of Baseball in its highly publicized suit against Biogenesis. Ms. 
Riviere-Badell also has handled civil and criminal appellate matters before several state and federal 
appellate courts, including the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the Second, Fourth, Ninth and Eleventh 
Circuits. She achieved a significant victory in Florida’s Second District Court of Appeal on behalf 
of the co-trustees of a revocable trust in an intensely contested high-value trust and estate litigation. 
She also successfully argued a complex jurisdictional issue that established favorable precedent for 
a leading health care company in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit. Before joining 
Kobre & Kim, Ms. Riviere-Badell practiced at Hunton & Williams LLP, representing clients in com-
plex commercial litigation, securities litigation and antitrust-related matters. Earlier in her career, she 
was a financial associate with a large accounting firm, where she specialized in fraud investigations, 
corporate bankruptcy, corporate recovery and related litigation issues. Ms. Riviere-Badell has been 
recognized by Chambers USA (2023) and was recently recognized as one of “Latin America’s Top 
100 Female Lawyers” by Latinvex. She received her B.S.E. from the Wharton School at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania and her J.D. from the University of Miami School of Law.

John Royle is a managing director with Grant Thornton LLP in Grand Cayman, Cayman Islands, and 
has more than 25 years of insolvency and asset-recovery experience in both the U.K. and the Cayman 
Islands. He acts as an official or provisional liquidator or receiver of entities/assets by appointment 
of the Grand Court of the Cayman Islands. Mr. Royle’s appointments have involved contentious dis-
putes, identifying and liquidating assets across multiple jurisdictions with investigations into allega-
tions of fraud, mismanagement and misappropriation. He is the receiver of Axiom Legal Financing 
Fund, which was the first U.K. cross-border recognition of a Cayman SPC receivership. As the leader 
of the Cayman Island’s Football Association forensic investigation, Mr. Royle and his team con-
ducted the forensic accounting tracing analysis of over 15 bank accounts with 15,000+ transactions 
in excess of US$20 million. He also was also the receiver of a share in a Cayman holdco that held 
over $0.5bn of assets in the structure. Mr. Royle leads and acts as a voluntary liquidator of numerous 
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Cayman Islands and Irish entities, and he has led local Cayman forensic engagements. He also acts as 
a BVI-authorized liquidator and has been appointed by the Cayman Court to conduct a sale of shares 
in JV disputes on the back of arbitral awards. Some of Mr. Royle’s other recent engagements include 
acting as provisional liquidator of a NYSE-listed entity with group entities in Cayman, BVI, Hong 
Kong and the PRC, as well as a number of official liquidations with assets located in various African 
countries, including, inter alia, Uganda, Angola and Burkina Faso. He also is the joint official liqui-
dator of a Cayman company subject to a shareholder dispute with significant assets in the UAE and 
Saudi Arabia. Mr. Royle is a JIEB-qualified insolvency practitioner and a board member of RISA 
Cayman (Cayman’s member affiliation with INSOL International).

Jorge L. San Miguel is a senior managing director at Ankura Consulting Group, LLC in San Juan, 
P.R., and has more than 25 years of experience working on complex legal business matters, includ-
ing operational and compliance issues, infrastructure, permitting, due diligence, environmental and 
energy, specializing in environmental law, compliance and related government/regulatory affairs. 
He has represented businesses and government entities before the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the USVI Department of Planning and Natural Resourc-
es, the Puerto Rico Environmental Quality Board, the Puerto Rico Department of Natural and Envi-
ronmental Resources, the Puerto Rico Electric Power Authority and the Puerto Rico Aqueduct and 
Sewer Authority, among others. Mr. San Miguel was recognized in the 2015 Latin America Edition of 
Chambers & Partners as a Leading Individual in Environmental Law, recognized as a Best Lawyer in 
Puerto Rico for Corporate and M&A Law in 2015 by The Best Lawyers International, and recognized 
by Best Lawyers as Lawyer of the Year Corporate and M&A Law in 2014. He received his B.B.A. in 
finance from Texas Christian University and his J.D. from Georgetown University Law Center.

Brandon S. Sherman is a counsel with Saul Ewing LLP in Washington, D.C., and devotes his prac-
tice to advising institutions of higher education, accreditation agencies, and educational companies 
that support their missions. Drawing on a combination of legal experience from private practice and 
government roles at the U.S. Department of Education, his experience includes advising institutions 
on U.S. Department of Education regulations, state authorization, cybersecurity, anti-discrimination 
laws, marketing and advertising practices, and accreditation. Mr. Sherman applies his experience at 
the U.S. Department of Education to help clients resolve complex regulatory and enforcement chal-
lenges. He also served as senior counsel to the Deputy Secretary of the Department, a role that includ-
ed advising on terminations of institutions’ eligibility to participate in Title IV programs and actions 
to fine them. Mr. Sherman assists institutions that are seeking accreditation and state authorization 
approvals. He also provides periodic reviews to help them maintain their status, and he counsels 
accrediting agencies on the development and application of accrediting standards and procedures, 
federal regulations and appeal proceedings. His work in this area is informed by his U.S. Education 
Department experience, where he served on its higher education accreditation reform committee 
and explored changes to federal regulatory requirements. He also drafted decisions concerning the 
recognition of accrediting agencies and state approval agencies. Mr. Sherman prepares reports and 
provides advice to institutions concerning compliance with the Federal Trade Commission’s (FTC) 
prohibition on unfair and deceptive marketing practices. In addition, he advises both school owners 
and investors on regulatory issues institutions when they are contemplating mergers, acquisitions 
and other educational investments. Mr. Sherman’s familiarity with cybersecurity and privacy issues 
stems from his work coordinating and developing the U.S. Department of Education’s Campus Cy-
bersecurity Program and advising senior staff on cybersecurity legal and policy considerations. He 



AMERICAN BANKRUPTCY INSTITUTE

1187

advises institutions on privacy and cybersecurity requirements applicable to institutions, particularly 
under the Program Participation Agreement, the Gramm Leach Bliley Act and the Family Educa-
tional Rights Privacy Act. When institutions face allegations of discrimination under Title VI, Title 
IX and Section 504, he represents them in investigations by the U.S. Department of Education Office 
for Civil Rights (OCR), and he conducts training for staff and students. Mr. Sherman is a frequent 
speaker at conferences on issues relating to federal higher education policy, marketing and advertis-
ing practices, restructuring of institutions’ operations, accreditation, Title IX and cybersecurity. He 
received his B.A. cum laude in 2001 from York College and his J.D. in 2004 from Michigan State 
University College of Law.

Camisha L. Simmons is the founder and managing member and principal of Simmons Legal PLLC 
in Dallas, which she founded after practicing in New York and Dallas for nearly eight years as an 
attorney with several large global law firms She has experience representing for-profit companies, 
nonprofit companies and political subdivisions in, among other legal matters, bankruptcy, corporate 
restructuring, creditors’ rights, business transactions and litigation. Ms. Simmons is listed in the 30th 
edition of The Best Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights/Insolvency and 
Reorganization Law. She also was selected by The National Black Lawyers, a professional and edu-
cational organization comprised of an elite group of highly successful and influential African Ameri-
can lawyers in the U.S., for inclusion in its list of the top 100 African American attorneys in Texas, 
The National Black Lawyers Top 100 (2019-22). In 2018, Ms. Simmons was recognized as one of 
the Top 50 Women Lawyers in Dallas by the Texas Diversity Council, and in 2013, Texas Lawyer 
named her to its inaugural list of Legal Leaders on the Rise, which honors Texas’s 25 most promising 
lawyers under the age of 40 whose accomplishments distinguish them from their peers. In addition, 
she has been named a Texas Super Lawyer, Texas Rising Star, New York Metro Super Lawyer and 
New York Metro Rising Star by Super Lawyers, and as a Top 40 Under 40 attorney by National Black 
Lawyers. After graduating from law school, Ms. Simmons clerked for Hon. Mary F. Walrath in the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware. Prior to her legal career, she served on active 
duty in the U.S. Army from 1999-2003. Ms. Simmons received her B.B.A. from Campbell Univer-
sity, her M.Ed. from the University of Maryland, College Park and her M.B.A. and J.D. magna cum 
laude from Texas Tech University.

John A. Simon is a partner with Foley & Lardner LLP in Detroit, where he focuses his practice on 
national corporate restructuring, insolvency, bankruptcy, mergers and acquisitions, and commercial 
contract matters. He frequently represents buyers and sellers of companies, borrowers, debtors-in-
possession, creditors’ committees, shareholders, customers, suppliers, landlords, and other constitu-
ents in complex high-stakes troubled-company situations. Mr. Simon is a member of the firm’s Bank-
ruptcy & Business Reorganizations and Transactional & Securities Practices; Automotive and Energy 
Industry Teams; and the Environmental, Social, and Corporate Governance (ESG) Team. Some of 
his representative engagements include the nation’s largest honey distributor as a chapter 11 debtor, 
achieving an exit from bankruptcy and a transition to a new private-equity owner within 90 days after 
filing under a pre-negotiated chapter 11 plan. He also represented automotive suppliers as debtor’s 
counsel in their chapter 11 reorganizations, a private-equity-backed purchaser in its acquisition of a 
high-technology energy grid power management company in a § 363 sale in the Western District of 
Texas, and mergers and acquisitions counsel to a $1B publicly traded international fashion company, 
including in transactions across the U.S. and cross-border acquisitions in Mexico and Canada. In 
addition, he represented the city of Detroit in its chapter 9 bankruptcy case with respect to disputed 
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claims. Mr. Simon is a member of ABI, the Turnaround Management Association, the Association for 
Corporate Growth and the Hispanic Bar Association of Michigan. He received his Bachelor’s degree 
in English from Amherst College in 1997 and his J.D. from Boston University School of Law in 2000.

Andrew M. Troop is a partner in Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw & Pittman LLP’s Insolvency & Restruc-
turing practice in New York, where he focuses his practice on advising global clientele on business 
reorganizations, debtors’ and creditors’ rights, mass tort restructurings and crisis response, repre-
senting them in high-profile cases and related litigation. He represents debtors, creditors, acquirers, 
landlords, and creditors’ and equity committees from diverse industries both in and out of court. Mr. 
Troop has helped private-equity clients acquire, sell and reorganize U.S. and international portfolio 
companies and defend fraudulent-transfer and breach-of-fiduciary-duty claims. He also represents 
nonprofits in debtors’ and creditors’ rights matters, and has distinguished himself representing states 
in complex restructurings where state priorities and the U.S. Bankruptcy Code intersect. Mr. Troop 
has an active pro bono practice. He has served on the board of directors for Greater Boston Legal Ser-
vices for over a decade, was honored by the Massachusetts Bar Association with its 2017 Pro Bono 
Publico award, which is presented to individuals who have been instrumental in developing, imple-
menting and supporting pro bono programs, and was honored by the David A. Grossman Fund for 
Social Justice at Harvard Law School for successfully preventing the eviction of numerous families 
and ensuring them affordable housing though 2067. Mr. Troop is admitted to practice in New York 
and Massachusetts and is recognized by Chambers USA in Bankruptcy/Restructuring, is listed in The 
Best Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization 
Law, Litigation – Bankruptcy from 2001-23), and is listed among Nightingale Health Care News’s 
“Top 10 Health Care Transaction Lawyers of the Year.” He also co-chairs the American Bar Associa-
tion’s Business Bankruptcy Committee’s Government Powers Subcommittee and is a coordinating 
editor for the ABI Journal’s Toxins-Are-Us column. Mr. Troop received his B.A. cum laude from 
Amherst College and his J.D. cum laude from Northwestern School of Law.

Heidi N. Urness is a member with McGlinchey Stafford PLLC in Seattle and co-chairs its cannabis 
practice group. She advises individuals, entrepreneurs, financiers, producers, processors, retailers and 
other categories of licensees, as well as cannabis ancillary business and service providers, as they 
navigate this highly regulated industry. Ms. Urness guides startups that need to establish operations, 
attract investment and obtain the necessary licenses. She also counsels retailers on real estate, bank-
ing and employment matters, and works with investors interested in professionally run and compliant 
cannabis ventures. In addition, she advises companies that support the marijuana industry, like truck-
ing and transportation providers and packaging designers and suppliers, and she supports clients in 
a wide variety of disputes and litigation. Mr. Urness assists clients with developing business plans 
that serve as foundations for winning applications and licenses, creating new business entities, often 
in the form of financing vehicles, and building out operating agreements that follow strict codes to 
maximize the future inflow of capital to the business operations and outflow of profits to members. In 
addition, she works with businesses already involved in the sector to formalize their existing projects 
and grow them into successful and compliant businesses. Ms. Urness has been named one of the 30 
Powerful Cannabis Litigators You Should Know in mg Magazine for 2018, as one of the Top 200 
Global Cannabis Lawyers in the Cannabis Law Report from 2020-23, as a Washington Super Law-
yers “Rising Star” in Cannabis Law for 2023, and as one of Washington’s Top 100 Verdicts in 2021 
in Best of the Bar for 2021. She is a member of the International Cannabis Bar Association (INCBA), 
a member and featured speaker for Women Grow: Cultivating Cannabis Leaders, and a member of 
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the Washington State Bar Association’s Editorial Advisory Committee and Cannabis Law Section, 
the National Cannabis Industry Association’s Banking & Financial Services Committee, Women Em-
ployed in Cannabis and the National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws (NORML). She 
also served on Law360’s Cannabis Editorial Advisory Board in 2023. Mr. Urness received her B.A. 
in 2008 in psychology and journalism from Wake Forest University and her J.D. in 2011 from the 
University of San Francisco School of Law.

Erik B. Weinick is a member of Otterbourg P.C. in New York and co-founder of the firm’s Privacy 
& Cybersecurity Department. He also practices in the firm’s Litigation and Restructuring and Bank-
ruptcy Departments. Mr. Weinick is admitted to practice in both Florida and New York. Throughout 
his career, he has represented a wide array of fiduciaries, commercial and financial firms, entrepre-
neurs, and individuals on matters involving privacy/cybersecurity, bankruptcy, fraud, entertainment 
and securities/commodities. Mr. Weinick is a member of the U.S. Secret Service NY/NJ Cyber Fraud 
Task Force Steering Committee and is a New York State Court Certified Fiduciary, a certified CIPP-
US privacy professional, and a member of the Advisory Board of Agnes Intelligence, Inc., an artifi-
cial intelligence firm. He received his B.S. in 1998 from Cornell University and his J.D. in 2001 from 
Cornell Law School.


