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Hon. Thomas L. Ambro is a U.S. Circuit Judge of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit 
in Wilmington, Del., appointed in 2000. Previously, he was in private practice in Wilmington from 
1976-2000 at Richards, Layton & Finger and was instrumental in Wilmington becoming a preferred 
venue for large chapter 11 bankruptcy cases. He eventually headed the firm’s bankruptcy practice. 
Prior to his time at the firm, Judge Ambro clerked for Chief Justice Daniel L. Herrmann of the 
Supreme Court of Delaware. He is a past chair of the Business Law Section of the American Bar 
Association and a past editor of The Business Lawyer. In addition, he chaired the Committee on 
the Uniform Commercial Code for the Commercial Law Section of the Delaware State Bar Associa-
tion for 20 years. He also is a member of the Board of Trustees of the American Inns of Court, the 
American Law Institute and the National Bankruptcy Conference. Judge Ambro serves as an adjunct 
professor at Georgetown University, where he teaches a course on public speaking to undergraduate 
student. The Thomas L. Ambro Fellowship, awarded to support a summer internship with the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware, is named in his honor. Judge Ambro received his B.A. 
in 1971 from Georgetown University and his J.D. from Georgetown University Law Center in 1975.

Tara O. Antonipillai, MAPP is the founder of Cultivate in Arlington, Va., a consulting, training and 
coaching company that utilizes principles of applied psychology and organizational psychology to 
address workplace well-being challenges. Her experience in professional well-being comes from a 
career in Big Law, a master’s degree in applied psychology, and ongoing research in the field. Ms. 
Antonipillai is a consultant, speaker and coach who combines her unique set of skills to introduce 
topics that include the science of well-being, job-satisfaction, communication, stress management, 
compassionate leadership, mindfulness, resilience, mindset, and engagement and belonging to law 
firms and other organizations. She is a certified leadership and performance coach through Brown 
University, a certified yoga instructor and meditation teacher, and a certified Mental Health First Aid 
instructor. In addition, she is the chair of the DC Bar Lawyer Well-being Committee and a member 
of the board of the Institute for Well-being in Law. Prior to founding Cultivate, Ms. Antonipillai was 
a tax lawyer in Arnold & Porter’s Washington, D.C., office. She received her J.D. and undergraduate 
degree from Georgetown University, and her Master’s degree in applied positive psychology from 
the University of Pennsylvania.

Hon. Janet S. Baer is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois in Chicago, appoint-
ed on March 5, 2012. She also acts on a regular basis as the presiding judge in the Northern District of 
Illinois for naturalization ceremonies. Previously, Judge Baer was a restructuring lawyer for more than 
25 years and was involved in some of the most significant chapter 11 bankruptcy cases in the country. 
The majority of her practice focused on the representation of large, publicly held debtors in both re-
structuring and chapter 11 matters, and she also represented companies in commercial litigation matters, 
including lender liability, fraud, breach of contract and breach of fiduciary duty. Prior to forming her 
own firm in 2009, Judge Baer was a partner at Kirkland & Ellis LLP, Winston & Strawn and Schwartz, 
Cooper, Greenberger & Krauss. She is a member of the ABI Board of Directors, the CARE National 
and Chicago Advisory Boards, and the Chicago IWIRC Network Board, as well as several commit-
tees. She also is chair of the NCBJ 2023 Education Committee and a frequent speaker for ABI, TMA, 
the Chicago Bar Association, IWIRC and NCBJ. Judge Baer received her B.A. from the University of 
Wisconsin - Madison and her J.D. from DePaul College of Law.
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Hon. Martin R. Barash is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Central District of California in Wood-
land Hills and Santa Barbara, sworn in on March 26, 2015. He brings more than 20 years of legal 
experience to the bench. Prior to his appointment, Judge Barash had been a partner at Klee, Tuchin, 
Bogdanoff & Stern LLP in Los Angeles since 2001, where he represented debtors and other parties in 
chapter 11 cases and bankruptcy litigation. He first joined the firm as an associate in 1999. Earlier in 
his career, Judge Barash worked as an associate of Stutman, Treister & Glatt P.C. in Los Angeles. He 
also has served as an adjunct professor of law at California State University, Northridge. Following 
law school, Judge Barash clerked for Hon. Procter R. Hug, Jr. of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Ninth Circuit from 1992-93. He is a former ABI Board member, for which he served on its Educa-
tion Committee and currently serves on its Committee for Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, and he 
is a judicial advisor to ABI’s annual Southwest Bankruptcy Conference and its Consumer Practice 
Extravaganza. Judge Barash is a former member of the Board of Governors of the Financial Lawyers 
Conference and currently serves a judicial director of the Los Angeles Bankruptcy Forum, where he 
is a member of its Committee on Diversity, Equity and Inclusion. He also is a volunteer for the Los 
Angeles chapter of Credit Abuse Resistance Education (CARE) and was recognized nationally as the 
CARE Volunteer of the Year for 2022. Judge Barash has served on numerous committees of the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court for the Central District of California and currently serves as chair of its Education 
Committee, which is responsible for conducting educational programs for judges, law clerks and ex-
terns. He is a frequent panelist and lecturer on bankruptcy law and a co-author of the national edition 
of the Rutter Group Practice Guide: Bankruptcy. Judge Barash received his A.B. magna cum laude in 
1989 from Princeton University and his J.D. in 1992 from the UCLA School of Law, where he served 
as member, editor, business manager and symposium editor of the UCLA Law Review.

Kelly M. Barnhart is a chapter 12 and 13 trustee for the Newport News and Norfolk, Va., Divisions 
for the Eastern District of Virgnia. She previously was an attorney with Roussos & Barnhardt, P.L.C. 
in Norfolk, Va., having joined the firm in November 2008. She focused her practice on bankruptcy 
and debt-restructuring, and mainly represented small businesses and their owners, as well as select 
creditors and trustees in chapter 7, 11 and 13 cases. She also is counsel for R. Clinton Stackhouse, Jr., 
the standing chapter 12 and 13 trustee for the Norfolk and Newport News Divisions of the Eastern 
District of Virginia. Ms. Barnhart is a former co-chair of the Board of Governors of the Bankruptcy 
Section of the Virginia State Bar, as well as the Bankruptcy Section of the Virginia Bar Association.  
In addition, she is a past member of the Bankruptcy Bar Liaison Committee for the Norfolk and New-
port News Divisions of the Eastern District of Virginia. Ms. Barnhart is admitted to practice in the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Courts for the Eastern and Western Districts of Virginia, the U.S. District Courts for 
the Eastern and Western Districts of Virginia, and in all courts in the Commonwealth of Virginia. She 
has been selected as a “Rising Star” and a Super Lawyer, and she was listed as a member of Virginia’s 
“Legal Elite” (Bankruptcy/Creditors’ Rights) for 2015 and 2016. Ms. Barnhart received her B.A. in 
history and political science in 1998 from Randolph-Macon Woman’s College and her J.D. in 2002 
from the University of Mississippi School of Law; she spent her last year of law school as a visiting 
student at the University of Notre Dame School of Law.

Lorie R. Beers is a managing director and head of Special Situations at Intrepid Investment Bankers 
LLC in New York. She has more than 30 years of professional experience that encompasses the full 
spectrum of restructuring. Primarily working with companies, Ms. Beers has completed numerous 
distressed M&A transactions, chapter 11 reorganizations and out-of-court workouts. Prior to joining 
Intrepid, she was a managing director and head of Special Situations at Cowen for seven years and 
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served in a senior-level capacity at such firms as Storm Harbour Securities, Variant Capital Advi-
sors, Seabury Group, KPMG Corporate Finance and Gordian Group. Beginning her career as a 
bankruptcy attorney, Ms. Beers ultimately became a partner in the Bankruptcy Group at Kasowitz, 
Benson, Torres & Friedman. She also served as CRO and COO for a middle-market marketing and 
branding organization. Ms. Beers has written thought-leadership pieces and spoken extensively on 
many aspects of restructuring. She is a former ABI Board member and recevied the 2019 M&A Ad-
visor Leadership Award. Ms. Beers received her B.A. in economics from Dickinson College and her 
J.D. from the University of Pittsburgh School of Law.

Tanya Behnam is a bankruptcy and financial restructuring associate with Polsinelli in Los Ange-
les, where her practice focuses on corporate restructuring, bankruptcy litigation, distressed asset 
sales and other insolvency matters. She represents debtors, lenders, unsecured creditor committees, 
secured and unsecured creditors, financial institutions and other parties in interest in a variety of 
chapter 11 cases, bankruptcy litigation and appeals. In addition to representing national chapter 11 
debtors and committees in distressed health care matters, Ms. Behnam represents corporations in 
their out-of-court restructuring efforts. Prior to joining Polsinelli, she served as a business and legal 
affairs intern at a national cable network. Ms. Behnam is a U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Cir-
cuit Lawyer Representative (2023-present) and a member of ABI’s Bankruptcy Battleground West 
advisory board, a board member of the Los Angeles Bankruptcy Forum and a member of the Women 
Lawyers Association of Los Angeles. She received her B.A. magna cum laude in psychology in 
2013 from the University of Southern California, and her J.D. in 2018 from Loyola Law School-Los 
Angeles.

Eyal Berger is a partner with Akerman LLP in its Bankruptcy and Reorganization Department in 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla., where he focuses his practice on complex business reorganizations, out-of-
court debt restructuring, the representation of creditors’ committees, assignments for the benefit of 
creditors, corporate dissolutions, Article 9 transactions and the enforcement of creditors’ rights. He 
also protects the interests of financial institutions and lessors as secured and unsecured creditors in 
myriad insolvency proceedings by assisting them in preserving, liquidating or repossessing their 
collateral. He has nearly 20 years of experience as an insolvency professional representing debtors-
in-possession, trustees, assignees and receivers. Previously, Mr. Berger served as judicial clerk ex-
tern to Bankruptcy Judge Michael G. Williamson and Chief Bankruptcy Judge Paul M. Glenn in 
the Middle District of Florida. In addition, he was a member of NCBJ-NextGeneration, for which 
he served on its Organizing Committee from 2014-19, and is a member of NCBJ’s NextGeneration 
Class of 2012. Mr. Berger recently assisted a subchapter V debtor client in confirming a prepackaged 
subchapter V plan in 33 days. He is admitted to practice in all bankruptcy and district courts in Flori-
da, as well as the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals. He also is listed in Chambers USA for 2020-23, 
ranked in Florida (South Florida) for Bankruptcy/Restructuring in The Best Lawyers in America for 
2020-24, listed in Florida for Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganiza-
tion Law, and Litigation – Bankruptcy, listed in The Best Lawyers in America in 2022 as “Lawyer of 
the Year” for Litigation - Bankruptcy in Fort Lauderdale, named a “Top Lawyer in Broward County” 
for Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law in 2022 in Fort 
Lauderdale Illustrated, listed in Super Lawyers magazine from 2009-19 as a Florida “Rising Star” 
for Bankruptcy & Creditor/Debtor Rights, and named an “Up & Comer” in 2013 in Florida Trend’s 
Legal Elite. In addition, he received a book award in civil procedure. Mr. Berger received his B.A. 
in criminology and his B.S. in psychology, both cum laude, in 1999 from the University of Florida, 
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and his J.D. magna cum laude in 2004 from the University of Florida Levin College of Law, where 
he was admitted to the Order of the Coif.

Gabe Bluestone is an investment manager and legal counsel at Omni Bridgeway in New York, where 
he advances the company’s U.S. judgment enforcement initiatives. He is responsible for sourcing, 
evaluating, negotiating and monitoring matters through to resolution. Mr. Bluestone serves as a re-
source for clients in devising, managing and executing domestic and cross-border enforcement strate-
gies in multijurisdictional asset-recovery proceedings. He works with colleagues globally, including 
the enforcement team, researchers and asset-tracers. Prior to joining Omni Bridgeway, Mr. Bluestone 
was a shareholder and litigator at Bluestone, P.C., a leading asset-recovery law firm with offices in 
Washington, D.C., and New York, where he also maintained a robust business litigation practice. 
While in private practice, he represented a global roster of clients in commercial disputes and in en-
forcing judgments, often seeking injunction-predicated relief, striking down fraudulent conveyances, 
and unraveling fraudulent corporate schemes. He employed creative, cutting-edge discovery and 
asset-tracing methods to identify and monetize judgments globally. Mr. Bluestone also was an as-
sociate with a prestigious boutique litigation firm, where he represented defrauded investors often in 
connection with parallel proceedings brought by the SEC and DOJ. Mr. Bluestone received his B.A. 
in history from Connecticut College and his J.D. from Rutgers University School of Law, where he 
was an editor of the Rutgers Journal of Law & Public Policy. After graduating from law school, he 
served as a law clerk to the U.S. Senate Committee on the Judiciary; Antitrust, Competition Policy 
and Consumer Rights Subcommittee, in Washington, D.C.

Hon. Hannah L. Blumenstiel is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of California in 
San Francisco. Prior to her appointment on Feb. 11, 2013, Judge Blumenstiel was an associate (2003-
08) and then a partner (2008-12) with Winston & Strawn LLP, where she focused her practice on 
creditors’ rights litigation in state and federal court, including bankruptcy court. From 2001 to 2003, 
Judge Blumenstiel was an associate with Murphy Sheneman Julian & Rogers LLP, where she repre-
sented debtors, creditors and trustees in bankruptcy cases and adversary proceedings. She served as 
a law clerk to Hon. Charles M. Caldwell of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of 
Ohio (Eastern Division) from 1998 to 2001, and from 1997-98, she represented the State of Ohio’s 
interests in bankruptcy cases as an assistant attorney general with the Revenue Recovery Section of 
the Ohio Attorney General’s Office. Judge Blumenstiel is ABI’s Vice President-Research Grants and 
serves as an Executive Editor of the ABI Journal. She received her J.D. from Capital University Law 
School in 1997 while working full-time for the Columbus Bar Association as director of its pro bono 
initiative, “Lawyers for Justice,” and her B.A. from Ohio State University in 1992.

Hon. Paul W. Bonapfel is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Georgia in Atlanta 
and Rome, Ga., appointed in 2002. Prior to his appointment, he practiced law in Atlanta with Lam-
berth, Bonapfel, Cifelli & Stokes, P.A., now known as Lamberth, Cifelli, Ellis & Nason, P.A. As an 
attorney, Judge Bonapfel represented all types of parties in bankruptcy cases, including consumer 
and business debtors in liquidation cases, business debtors in reorganization cases, chapter 7 and 11 
bankruptcy trustees, creditors’ committees, and creditors in both consumer and business cases. Judge 
Bonapfel is a co-author of Chapter 13 Practice and Procedure (Thomson Reuters). A Fellow in the 
American College of Bankruptcy, he has served as chairperson of the Bankruptcy Sections of the 
State Bar of Georgia and the Atlanta Bar Association and was a director and president of the South-
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eastern Bankruptcy Law Institute, which presents an annual seminar on bankruptcy law and proce-
dure. In addition, he teaches a course at Mercer Law School in Macon, Ga., on consumer bankruptcy 
practice. Judge Bonapfel received his B.A. cum laude from Florida State University in 1972 and his 
J.D. magna cum laude from the University of Georgia School of Law in 1975, where he was a notes 
editor of the Georgia Law Review. Following law school, he clerked for U.S. District Judge Wilbur 
D. Owens, Jr., in Macon.

Harold J. Bordwin is a principal and co-president of Keen-Summit Capital Partners LLC in New 
York and is responsible for all aspects of business development and execution. He focuses on devel-
oping and implementing strategic real estate and corporate finance plans for his clients involving real 
estate analysis, real estate acquisitions and dispositions, lease modifications and terminations, and 
corporate finance and capital market services. He also is a receiver and provides fiduciary services to 
his clients. Mr. Bordwin has more than 33 years of real estate advisory and transactional experience, 
with particular expertise in workouts and restructurings and other special situations. He has repre-
sented financial, corporate and retail clients. Mr. Bordwin has testified on real estate restructuring 
issues before the Judiciary Committee of the United States House of Representatives. He also has 
been interviewed and quoted in numerous articles for The Wall Street Journal, The New York Times, 
USA Today and various trade publications. Mr. Bordwin previously was a principal with KPMG LLP 
and a vice president with Keen Consultants. He is a member of ABI, the American and California 
Bar Associations, the International Council of Shopping Centers and the Turnaround Management 
Association, and he holds Series 7, 24, 63 and 79 licenses. Mr. Bordwin received his undergraduate 
degree in government from Wesleyan University in 1982 and his J.D. from Georgetown University 
Law Center in 1985, where he was a staff member of Law & Policy in International Business and 
published articles in the Ecology Law Quarterly of the University of California at Berkeley Boalt 
Hall School of Law.

John “Jack” Wm. Butler, Jr. is the CEO of Birch Lake Partners, L.P., a Chicago-based merchant 
bank, and its investing, consulting and advisory business units. He has been one of the principal 
architects of restructuring solutions for companies across a diverse range of industries, including 
Delphi Corp., Kmart Corp., Masonite International Inc., Per-Se Technologies Inc., Rite Aid Corp., 
Sprint Corp., Warnaco Group Inc., Xerox Corp. and on behalf of creditors in the American Airlines’ 
reorganization and merger with US Airways Group, Inc. Mr. Butler co-founded the corporate re-
structuring practice at Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP, where he was a practice leader 
for 23 years and previously served on the executive leadership team at Hilco Global. His recent 
transactions at Birch Lake include leadership of merchant banking relationships in the food and 
legal tech industries, among others. Mr. Butler is a member of the M&A Advisor Hall of Fame and 
the Turnaround, Restructuring and Distressed Investing Industry Hall of Fame. He is also a recipient 
of the prestigious Ellis Island Medal of Honor, which is awarded to Americans who exemplify out-
standing qualities in both their personal and professional lives. In 2016, Mr. Butler received the Har-
vey R. Miller Outstanding Achievement Award for Service to the Restructuring Industry.  A founder 
and past chairman of the Turnaround Management Association, he has served in leadership positions 
for many other industry organizations, including ABI, American Board of Certification, Commercial 
Finance Association and its Education Foundation, INSOL International and the New York Institute 
of Credit. He is also a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and International Insolvency 
Institute. Mr. Butler received his A.B. magna cum laude from Princeton University in 1977 and his 
J.D. from Michigan University in 1980.



AMERICAN BANKRUPTCY INSTITUTE

1329

Kara E. Casteel is a partner at ASK LLP in St. Paul, Minn., and heads its Bankruptcy Litiga-
tion Group. She represents trustees, committees, and debtors in possession in preference analysis 
and litigation of avoidance actions. She has successfully litigated preference and fraudulent-transfer 
matters in multiple jurisdictions, including the U.S. Bankruptcy Courts for the District of Delaware, 
Southern District of New York, Southern District of Texas and the Southern District of Indiana. In 
2022, Ms. Casteel obtained a judgment in excess of $3.5 million in a preference trial. Representative 
matters include the prosecution of avoidance actions in large bankruptcies such as Dean Foods Co., 
Sears Holdings Corp., Quebecor World (USA), WP Steel Venture LLC, NewPage Corp., RS Legacy 
Corp. (fka RadioShack) and hhgregg, Inc. Previously, she clerked for Hon. Casey Christian and Hon. 
Joseph Bueltel in the Third Judicial District of Minnesota. Before her judicial clerkship, she clerked 
for the Office of the Minnesota Attorney General. Ms. Casteel is admitted to practice law in the State 
of Minnesota, the U.S. District Court for the District of Minnesota and the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Third Circuit. She is a member of the Minnesota State Bar Association, the International 
Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC), ABI and Minnesota Women Law-
yers. In 2013, she helped found the Minnesota chapter of IWIRC, and she is currently the immediate 
past co-chair of the IWIRC-Minnesota Network. Ms. Casteel received her B.A. in 2005 in political 
science and legal studies from the University of Wisconsin and her J.D. in 2008 from the University 
of Minnesota Law School.

Hon. Thomas J. Catliota is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Maryland in Greenbelt. 
Prior to his appointment in 2006, he was a partner in the firm of Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman 
and a member of its insolvency group, where he chaired its bankruptcy and insolvency practice for 
seven years, representing debtors, creditors and committees in bankruptcy courts across the country 
and focusing on all aspects of insolvency law, particularly in the real estate, health care, trucking, 
technology and food services industries. Judge Catliota lectures frequently on many bankruptcy top-
ics, including landlord/tenant rights in bankruptcy, the acquisition of assets from a bankruptcy estate 
and the law of letters of credit in bankruptcy. From 1993-96, he was the co-editor of The Fourth 
Circuit and District of Columbia Bankruptcy Court Reporter, which contained the full text, synopses 
and summaries of bankruptcy court opinions published in the federal courts of the Fourth Circuit 
and the District of Columbia Circuit. Judge Catliota received his B.S. from Marquette University in 
1977, his J.D. from Catholic University of America Columbus School of Law in 1983, where he was 
the recipient of the Faculty Award, among other academic awards, and his LL.M. in taxation from 
Georgetown University Law Center in 1985.

Greg Corbin is the president and founder of Northgate Real Estate Group in New York. In addi-
tion to his focus on the sale and workout of properties in chapter 11 and chapter 7 bankruptcy, he 
specializes in judicial and UCC foreclosures, loan and REO sales, restructuring, and the disposition 
of stalled construction sites. Mr. Corbin has received numerous prestigious awards throughout his 
career, most recently the 2023 RED Bankruptcy Broker of the Year, 2023 CoStar PowerBroker, 
2023 NYREJ Commercial Real Estate Visionary, 2023 IE Magazine Top Turnaround Professional, 
2022 Crain’s Most Influential People in Real Estate, 2022 Property IDX Broker of the Year, 2022 
New York Real Estate Journal Industry Leader and 2022 CoStar PowerBroker. He and his team 
have been involved in the sale of over $3.3 billion of investment properties spanning all major asset 
classes, including multi-family apartment buildings, development sites, factory/warehouses, tran-
sitional housing facilities, bulk condominium packages, industrial, retail, hotel, office, mixed-use 
and commercial buildings. Mr. Corbin experienced in bankruptcy, foreclosure and borrower/lender 
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workouts, and he frequently shares his insights and expertise on podcasts and at major conferences. 
In recent years, he has been a featured speaker at numerous prestigious events, including the 2024 
IMN Distressed Forum for Bank Special Assets, the 2024 Real Estate Deal CRE Conference, the 
2023 Financial Poise CREW, the 2023 PCON Real Estate Conference, the 2023 Beard Group Dis-
tressed Investing Conference and the 2023 Debtwire Restructuring Forum. Prior to starting North-
gate, Mr. Corbin spent four years at Rosewood Realty Group as the president of Bankruptcy and 
Restructuring. While there, he and his team arranged the sale, workout or recapitalization of over 
100 buildings, development sites, membership interests and loans totaling $1.1 billion in underlying 
collateral. Before Rosewood, Mr. Corbin spent a decade at Besen & Associates. Prior to that, he was 
a director of sales at Massey Knakal, now Cushman and Wakefield. Mr. Corbin was a co-chair of the 
YJP Real Estate Division for over a decade and a co-founder of the NYIC Real Estate Group, and he 
is a member of ABI’s Real Estate Committee. He also was the founder and is a current board member 
of the nonprofit Give to Give Foundation, a co-founder of The Legion, and a co-founder of Fuel For 
Truth. Mr. Corbin is a graduate of Horace Mann and Boston University.

Kimberly K. Crabbe-Adams is a member of Harneys’ Litigation & Insolvency Restructuring prac-
tice in Road Town, Tortola, BVI. Her clients include insolvency practitioners, international law firms 
and individuals. Prior to joining Harneys permanently in the BVI, Ms. Crabbe-Adams held special-
ist pupillages in their Corporate and Commercial, Banking and Finance and Investment Funds and 
Regulatory departments. She joined her current practice in 2011 and shortly thereafter was seconded 
to the Hong Kong office’s Litigation and Insolvency practice. Ms. Crabbe-Adams’ practice includes 
liquidation and remuneration applications, applications for the enforcement of foreign judgments, 
Norwich Pharmacal disclosure applications and restoration applications. She also assists with share-
holder disputes which seek unfair prejudice remedies or result in derivative claims. Ms. Crabbe-Ad-
ams is the president of the BVI Bar Association and in that capacity serves as an ex officio member of 
the Virgin Islands General Legal Council. She completed the membership certificate in international 
arbitration from the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators and is an ABI member. Ms. Crabbe-Adams 
received her B.A. in 2004 from Acadia University, her LL.B. in 2008 from Durham University and 
her bar vocational course in 2009 from BPP Law School.

Nathan M. Crystal is the managing partner of Crystal & Giannoni-Crystal, LLC in Charleston, S.C., 
and New York, which focuses on professional ethics, international business and litigation, and data 
privacy. He also is an adjunct professor of professional responsibility at NYU and a retired chaired 
professor at the University of South Carolina School of Law. Mr. Crystal has written several books 
on professional ethics and contract law, including Professional Responsibility: Problems of Practice 
and the Profession (Aspen 8th ed. 2024 coauthored with Professor Grace Giesel), along with numer-
ous articles. He also has written a bimonthly column for the South Carolina Bar, “Ethics Watch,” for 
more than 15 years. Mr. Crystal has served as an expert witness, ethics advisor, disciplinary defense 
counsel, and internal investigator in hundreds of cases involving lawyers and law firms in all major 
areas of practice. In addition, he serves as outside ethics counsel for several major law firms. Mr. 
Crystal received his undergraduate degree from the University of Pennsylvania Wharton School, his 
J.D. from Emory Law School, where he was second in his class and editor-in-chief of the Journal of 
Public Law (now the Emory Law Review), and his LL.M. from Harvard Law School.
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Phil Denning is a partner at ICR Communications, LLC in New York and heads ICR’s special situ-
ations group, advising boards of directors and executive leadership of public and private corpora-
tions and private-equity firms on a range of issues, from bankruptcies and restructurings, litigation 
matters, mergers and acquisitions, spin-offs, IPOs, activist campaigns, proxy contests, short-seller 
attacks, executive transitions and other corporate events that may generate sudden and significant 
confusion or uncertainty that requires an experienced and specialized communications team to man-
age. He has expertise advising companies involved in out-of-court and in-court restructurings across 
a wide range of industries. He also has advised on more than 100 mergers and acquisitions, includ-
ing friendly, hostile, distressed and go-private transactions. Mr. Denning joined ICR from RLM 
Finsbury, where he was a principal and member of its U.S. Executive Committee. Prior to that, he 
was with Marsh & McLennan, head of investor relations at Kroll Inc., and managing director at IR 
boutique Kehoe, White, Savage & Co. Mr. Denning received his B.S. in finance from Fordham Uni-
versity and his M.B.A. from Fordham’s Gabelli School of Business, and he has served as an adjunct 
professor of business communications and crisis communications at Fordham’s undergraduate and 
graduate business schools.

Richard H. Drew III is an Assistant U.S. Trustee with the Office of the U.S. Trustee in Shreveport, 
La. He began practicing with the Corporate and Financial Litigation Section of the U.S. Department 
of Justice’s Civil Division, where he represented the U.S.’s interests in chapter 11 bankruptcies and 
in other commercial litigation. In 2015, Mr. Drew joined the U.S. Trustee Program in his home 
state of Louisiana, then in 2019 joined the Shreveport field office. In 2021, he has also served as the 
Acting Assistant U.S. Trustee for the San Antonio field office. Mr. Drew received his J.D. from the 
Louisiana State University Law Center.

Shari I. Dwoskin is a partner in Brown Rudnick LLP’s Bankruptcy & Corporate Restructuring 
Practice Group in Boston. She represents creditors’ committees, tort victims, bondholders, equity 
interest-holders, and debtors in chapter 11 restructurings and litigation arising from related dis-
putes, as well as out-of-court wind-downs. Ms. Dwoskin has experience managing many facets 
of the restructuring process in some of the largest recent bankruptcy cases, including negotiating 
restructuring support agreements, plans and DIPs; plan-confirmation trials; valuation; avoidance ac-
tions; bankruptcy auctions; the claims-resolution process; and related motion practice and litigation. 
She also regularly consults with Brown Rudnick’s Corporate, Intellectual Property and Real Estate 
Groups on bankruptcy-related matters. Ms. Dwoskin co-chairs the New England Network of the 
International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC) and was named an Up 
and Coming Lawyer by Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly in 2021. She received her B.A. in 2002 from 
McGill University, her M.A. in 2006 from Harvard University and her J.D. in 2014 from Harvard 
University, where she was editor-in-chief of the American Criminal Law Review and was a member 
of the Georgetown Law Barristers’ Council, Appellate Advocacy Division.

Samantha Fang is a vice president of D. E. Shaw & Co., L.P. in New York and a member of the D. 
E. Shaw Group’s Corporate Credit investment unit. In that capacity, she primarily works on invest-
ments in distressed and special situations, including bankruptcies, restructurings, opportunities in 
stressed equities and litigation plays. Prior to joining the firm in 2019, Ms. Fang was an attorney at 
Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz, where she represented public and private clients on a wide range 
of transactions, including mergers and acquisitions, strategic investments, financings, and corporate 
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governance and shareholder activism matters. Prior to that, she clerked for Hon. Thomas M. Hardi-
man of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit. Ms. Fang received her A.B. in economics 
from Harvard College, where she was designated a John Harvard Scholar for academic distinction, 
and her J.D. from Harvard Law School, where she served as an editor of the Harvard Law Review.

James S. Feltman, CPA is a senior managing director with Teneo’s Financial Advisory business, 
based in New York. He has more than three decades of experience leading fiduciary and restructur-
ing matters, as well as providing clients with key litigation support and expert witness testimony. 
As an advisor, Mr. Feltman has worked primarily on debtor-side assignments. As one of the na-
tion’s leading multi-jurisdictional bankruptcy fiduciaries, he has experience acting as a chapter 11 
trustee, examiner, chapter 7 trustee, mediator, arbitrator and monitor. His industry specialization in-
cludes agriculture, retail, manufacturing and distribution, real estate/construction, aviation, health 
care, financial services and other industries. He also has served on the boards of numerous privately 
held businesses. Mr. Feltman concentrates his work on issues of insolvency, Ponzi schemes, money-
laundering, asset-tracing and recovery, accounting and financial statement reporting issues, causes 
of action against officers, directors and third parties, securities fraud, misrepresentation and hedging 
and trading in complex securities schemes. He has experience leading cross-border forensic and in-
vestigative engagements on behalf of U.S. and foreign government agencies, and he is an established 
expert in determining the underlying fact pattern, establishing liability and determining damages 
in myriad engagements. He recently served as the lead financial advisor to the U.S. Government in 
the bankruptcy of Purdue Pharma. Mr. Feltman also served as an appointed fiduciary with a branch 
of the U.S. Department of Justice for nearly 30 years. He has been appointed as an advisor by both 
federal (U.S. district and U.S. bankruptcy) and state courts, served as an arbitrator and mediator, and 
has been appointed as a monitor by the U.S. Federal Trade Commission. Prior to joining Teneo, Mr. 
Feltman served as a managing director with Kroll for seven years. He spent over two decades with 
Big 4 accounting firms and was previously a partner at Mesirow Financial, Arthur Andersen LLP 
and KPMG LLP. Mr. Feltman is a member of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants 
and Florida Institute of Certified Public Accountants. He also is a Fellow of the American College 
of Bankruptcy and from 2002-08 was an ABI Board member. In addition, he was honored as one of 
the 2015 Consultants of the Year by Consulting Magazine. Mr. Feltman received his B.A. from the 
University of Wisconsin, Madison and his M.P.S. from Cornell University.

David G. Fine is with the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s Cyber Division in Washington, D.C.

Michael Fixler is a managing director with SC&H Capital in Chicago. He has spent his more than 25-
year career advising companies and their stakeholders in a variety of transactions related to mergers 
and acquisitions, capital-raising and special situations, including bankruptcy cases. Advising clients 
from both public and private companies, institutional investors, statutory committees, and special sit-
uation buyers/investors, Mr. Fixler’s experience includes crafting and executing a variety of strategic 
transactions to maximize value for his clients. Most recently, he co-led the Restructuring Investment 
Banking practice at B. Riley Securities, Inc. and he led the Special Situations group for FocalPoint 
Partners, LLC before its acquisition. Prior to corporate finance, Mr. Fixler practiced corporate and 
securities law in private practice and then joined one of his clients, where he served as general coun-
sel and also led the company’s corporate development efforts, ultimately resulting in the sale of the 
company to a strategic buyer. He holds Series 24, 63, 79 and 82 FINRA licenses and is active in ABI, 
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the Turnaround Management Association and the Secured Finance Network. Mr. Fixler received his 
B.B.A. from the University of Miami and his J.D. from Case Western Reserve University.

Thomas Freeman is an attorney with Fiedler Law Firm, P.L.C. in Omaha, Neb. He has advised and 
represented individuals, corporations, county governments, the State of Nebraska, and Native Ameri-
can tribes and entities on matters including commercial contracts, litigation and risk management, 
corporate governance and employment law. Mr. Freeman has litigated cases in both state and federal 
courts and at the trial and appellate levels. He is licensed to practice in state and federal courts in the 
State of Nebraska, the Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals and the U.S. Supreme Court. For more than 
a decade, Mr. Freeman was a law professor at Creighton University. He also helped lead a team that 
developed a national high school curriculum on algorithmic bias for the ADL. Mr. Freeman has been 
published in such legal journals as the William & Mary Business Law Review and the Georgetown 
Journal of Law & Public Policy. He is a frequent speaker on podcasts and at academic and legal 
conferences on topics like algorithmic bias, data science ethics, networking, business law and leader-
ship. In addition, he was elected to the executive board of the Midwest Academy of Legal Studies 
in Business, and he serves on the editorial board of the Nebraska Lawyer. Mr. Freeman is a member 
of the Academy of Legal Studies in Business and the Nebraska State Bar Association, and is rated 
AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell. He received his B.A. in liberal arts in 2004 from Bellevue 
University, his J.D. in 2007 and his M.S. in negotiation and dispute resolution in 2009 from Creighton 
University School of Law, and his M.B.A. in 2012 from Creighton University College of Business 
Administration.

Kara K. Gendron is co-owner of Mott & Gendron Law in Harrisburg, Pa. She has been practicing 
bankruptcy law exclusively since 2001 and focuses her practice on representing individuals, farmers 
and small business owners in bankruptcy cases. Ms. Gendron is board certified in Consumer Bank-
ruptcy Law and a certified bankruptcy court mediator. In addition to her private bankruptcy law prac-
tice, she is a chapter 7 trustee and a chapter 12 trustee. Ms. Gendron is the Membership Relations Di-
rector for ABI’s Consumer Bankruptcy Committee and is an advisory board member for ABI’s 2023 
Consumer Practice Extravaganza (CPEX). She also is a board member of the National Association 
of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys (NACBA) and serves as NACBA’s chair for the Circuit Leader 
Committee. Ms. Gendron is a director for the American Board of Certification (ABC), a board mem-
ber of the Middle District Bankruptcy Bar Association (MDBBA), an advisory board member for the 
Middle District of Pennsylvania Bankruptcy Court, and an advisory board member for the American 
Bankruptcy Law Journal, published by the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges (NCBJ). She 
also taught bankruptcy law for several years at the Widener School of Law. Ms. Gendron received 
her B.A. in 1997 from the University of Pennsylvania and her J.D. in 2001 from Pennsylvania State 
University Dickinson School of Law.

Hon. Martin Glenn is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of New York in New 
York, initially sworn in on Nov. 30, 2006, and appointed Chief Judge on March 1, 2022. Previously, 
he was a law clerk for Hon. Henry J. Friendly, Chief Judge of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sec-
ond Circuit, from 1971-72, and he practiced law with O’Melveny & Myers LLP in Los Angeles from 
1972-85 and in New York from 1985-2006, where he focused on complex civil litigation including 
securities, RICO, financial and accounting fraud, and unfair competition. Judge Glenn is a Fellow 
in the American College of Bankruptcy and a member of the American Law Institute, International 
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Insolvency Institute, New York Federal-State Judicial Council, New York City Bar, National Confer-
ence of Bankruptcy Judges, Federal Bar Council and ABI. He is a past member of the Committee 
on International Judicial Relations of the U.S. Judicial Conference and the Bankruptcy Judge Advi-
sory Group of the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts. In addition, he is an adjunct professor 
at Columbia Law School, a contributing author to Collier on Bankruptcy and a frequent lecturer on 
bankruptcy-related issues. Judge Glenn received his B.S. from Cornell University in 1968 and his 
J.D. from Rutgers Law School in 1971, where he was an articles editor of the Rutgers Law Review.

Brian D. Glueckstein is a partner with Sullivan & Cromwell LLP in New York in the firm’s Litiga-
tion Group. His practice focuses on bankruptcy litigation and complex commercial litigation, as well 
as restructuring matters. Mr. Glueckstein has experience handling adversary proceedings, contested 
matters, and all aspects of both debtor and creditor representations in bankruptcy proceedings. He 
also has experience representing clients in commercial litigation in both federal and state courts, as 
well as in regulatory investigations before federal and state agencies. In addition, he has experience 
representing the special litigation committee of a board of directors conducting internal investiga-
tions. Mr. Glueckstein has been recognized by Chambers USA for his work in bankruptcy and re-
structuring, and was recently named a “Next Generation Lawyer” by The Legal 500 United States. 
He also was named to Benchmark Litigation’s “40 & Under Hot List” in 2018, as a “Rising Star” 
by IFLR1000 and Law360, and to Turnarounds & Workouts’ list of outstanding young restructuring 
lawyers from 2014-16. Mr. Glueckstein received his B.S. in 2000 from Cornell University and his 
J.D. in 2003 from New York University School of Law.

David E. Gordon is a shareholder with Polsinelli PC in Atlanta and leads Polsinelli’s national dis-
tressed health care practice. He counsels on business bankruptcies and insolvencies with a distinct focus 
on health care industry restructuring. Mr. Gordon has represented health care providers, REITs, hos-
pitals, lenders, landlords, health care systems, skilled-nursing and assisted-living facilities, purchasers 
of distressed assets, secured and unsecured creditors, committees, trustees and other parties-in-interest 
in chapter 11 reorganization proceedings, receiverships and workouts throughout the U.S. His trans-
actional experience includes representing purchasers in § 363 sales and representing various parties in 
problem loan workouts, bridge loans and other financings, forbearance agreements and other distressed 
transactions. Prior to joining Polsinelli, Mr. Gordon taught as an adjunct professor of law at the Emory 
University School of Law for more than seven years. He received his B.A. in 2003 from Georgetown 
University and his J.D. with honors in 2006 from Emory University School of Law.

Larissa Gotguelf is a managing director with FTI Consulting, Inc. in Los Angeles. She has more 
than 20 years of experience in restructuring, commercial real estate, business strategy and operations 
consulting. Ms. Gotguelf has provided transaction and financial advisory services in consulting, re-
structuring and litigation settings to real estate investors, developers, lenders, loan servicers, corpo-
rate real estate users, CMBS investors, and receivers and trustees. She also has experience in interim 
management, real estate leasing and negotiations, acquisition and disposition, site selection, corpo-
rate finance, and business strategy and portfolio analysis. Ms. Gotguelf has advised clients in matters 
involving different property types, including retail, hotel and leisure, land, office, multifamily, health-
care, senior housing and fractional ownership. These assignments have involved financial modeling, 
market research, debt restructuring, damages analysis, valuation, claims analysis, disposition strategy 
and liquidation, CMBS transaction, and underwriting review and due diligence. In addition to real 
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estate, Ms. Gotguelf has worked with organizations in investment management, health care, finan-
cial services and education. Her clients have included such organizations as Aequitas Receivership, 
Midland Loan Services, Loma Linda University Medical Center, LNR, ORIX, Bank of America, 
JPMorganChase, Ambac, Residential Capital, Diablo Grande and Beazer. She has worked with many 
leading law firms, including Milbank, Jones Day, Morrison & Foerster, Troutman Pepper, Latham 
& Watkins, Arnold & Porter, Sheppard Mullin, O’Melveny & Myers, and Schwabe, Williamson & 
Wyatt, among others. Ms. Gotguelf has been invited to speak on restructuring and real estate industry 
topics by the Turnaround Management Association, ABI, and several other professional associations 
and firms. Prior to joining FTI Consulting, she was a senior consultant in the Strategy and Operations 
practice of Deloitte Consulting. Prior to that, she served as a real estate advisor and a vice president 
of The Western Group. Ms. Gotguelf received her undergraduate degree in construction engineering 
from Moscow State Engineering University and her M.B.A. from Carnegie Mellon University.

Hon. John T. Gregg is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Michigan in Grand Rap-
ids, appointed on July 17, 2014. He was recently appointed to the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel for 
the Sixth Circuit. Previously, Judge Gregg was a partner with the law firm of Barnes & Thornburg 
LLP, where he focused on corporate restructuring, bankruptcy and other insolvency matters. Judge 
Gregg served as chair of the education committee of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges 
for 2022, serves on the ABI’s Board of Directors, was recently inducted as a Fellow of the Ameri-
can College of Bankruptcy, and is a member of the American Law Institute. He is a frequent writer 
and speaker on bankruptcy and other commercial issues, and he has written and co-edited numerous 
secondary sources, including Collier Guide to Chapter 11, published by LexisNexis; Strategies for 
Secured Creditors in Workouts and Foreclosures, published by ALI-ABA; Issues for Suppliers and 
Customers of Financially Troubled Auto Suppliers, published by ABI; Michigan Security Interests in 
Personal Property, published by the Institute of Continuing Legal Education; Handling Consumer 
and Small Business Bankruptcies in Michigan, published by the Institute of Continuing Legal Educa-
tion; Interrupted! Understanding Bankruptcy’s Effects on Manufacturing Supply Chains, published 
by ABI; and Receiverships in Michigan, published by the Institute of Continuing Legal Education. 
Judge Gregg received his B.A. in 1996 from the University of Michigan and his J.D. in 2002 from 
DePaul University College of Law.

Jordi Guso is a managing partner with Berger Singerman, LLP in Miami in its Business Reorganiza-
tion practice, where he concentrates his practice in commercial bankruptcy, workouts, financial re-
structuring and commercial litigation. He represents financially distressed businesses in court-super-
vised and out-of-court restructurings in a variety of industries, including aviation, hospitality, retail, 
casual dining and real estate. He also advises official committees, secured creditors and purchasers in 
the areas of bankruptcy, insolvency and § 363 asset sales. Mr. Guso has been listed in The Best Law-
yers in America (2006-19), Chambers & Partners USA: America’s Leading Business Lawyers (2004-
18), Florida Trend magazine’s “Legal Elite” (2004-18) and “Legal Elite Hall of Fame” (2015-18), 
as one of the top 1.6 percent of attorneys in Florida, The South Florida Legal Guide’s “Top Lawyer” 
(2005-18), Florida’s Super Lawyers (2006-18), Who’s Who Legal, Florida (2008-17) and Who’s Who 
Legal (2008-17), and he is AV Preeminent-rated by Martindale-Hubbell. He is a Fellow of the Ameri-
can College of Bankruptcy and an ABI member, and he has served on the board of the Bankruptcy 
Bar Association for the Southern District of Florida and on the advisory board of ABI’s Alexander 
L. Paskay Memorial Bankruptcy Seminar. Mr. Guso is admitted to practice in Florida, the Eleventh 
Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals, and the U.S. District and Bankruptcy Courts for the Southern, Middle 
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and Northern Districts of Florida. He clerked for Hon. Sidney M. Weaver, former Chief U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Judge of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of Florida, from 1990-92. Mr. 
Guso received his B.S. in political science from Spring Hill College and his J.D. from the University 
of Miami School of Law.

Paul R. Hage is co-chair of the Business Restructuring, Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights Group 
at Taft, Stettinius & Hollister, LLP in Southfield, Mich. He also is a member of the firm’s Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion Committee. Mr. Hage is ABI’s Secretary on its Board of Directors and is an Ex-
ecutive Editor of the ABI Journal. He is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and serves 
as the president of Access to Bankruptcy Court, a nonprofit that raises funds to provide experienced 
bankruptcy counsel, free of charge, to low-income individuals residing in the Eastern District of 
Michigan. Additionally, he serves as co-cirector of the Conrad B. Duberstein National Bankruptcy 
Moot Court Competition, the largest single-site moot court competition in the country. In 2017, Mr. 
Hage was selected as a member of ABI’s inaugural “40 Under 40” class. He received his bachelor’s 
degree from James Madison College at Michigan State University, his J.D. from Loyola University 
Chicago School of Law and his LL.M. in bankruptcy from St. John’s University School of Law.

Hon. Michelle M. Harner is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Maryland in Baltimore, ap-
pointed in 2017. Prior to her appointment to the bench, she was the Francis King Carey Professor of 
Law and the Director of the Business Law Program at the University of Maryland Francis King Carey 
School of Law, where she taught courses in bankruptcy and creditors’ rights, business associations, 
business planning, corporate finance and the legal profession. Judge Harner lectured frequently dur-
ing her academic career on various topics involving corporate governance, financially distressed enti-
ties, risk management and related legal issues. Her academic scholarship is widely published, with 
her publications appearing in, among others, the Vanderbilt Law Review, Notre Dame Law Review, 
Washington University Law Review, Minnesota Law Review, Indiana Law Journal, Fordham Law 
Review (reprinted in Corporate Practice Commentator), Washington & Lee Law Review, William & 
Mary Law Review, University of Illinois Law Review, Arizona Law Review (reprinted in Corporate 
Practice Commentator) and Florida Law Review. Judge Harner has served as the Associate Reporter 
to the Advisory Committee on the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure, the Reporter to the ABI 
Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11, and most recently chaired the Dodd-Frank Study 
Working Group for the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts. She also served as the Robert M. 
Zinman ABI Resident Scholar for the fall of 2015. She most recently served as the chair of the Dodd-
Frank Study Working Group for the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts. Judge Harner is an 
elected conferee of the National Bankruptcy Conference, an elected Fellow of the American College 
of Bankruptcy, and an elected member of the American Law Institute. She previously was in private 
practice in the business restructuring, insolvency, bankruptcy and related transactional fields, most 
recently as a partner at the Chicago office of the international law firm Jones Day. Judge Harner re-
ceived her B.A. cum laude from Boston College in 1992 and her J.D. summa cum laude from The 
Ohio State University College of Law in 1995.

Lee B. Hart is a partner with Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP in Atlanta, where he fo-
cuses his practice on restructuring, workouts, bankruptcy and finance. His primarily represents lend-
ers, finance companies and national corporations in connection with the recovery, restructuring and 
resolution of troubled debts. Mr. Hart litigates cases in bankruptcy courts and trial courts in Georgia 
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and nationally. He also has real estate finance experience, including involvement in the structuring 
and restructuring of complex real estate loans and underlying financing vehicles. Mr. Hart has been 
listed in The Best Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency and 
Reorganization Law from 2021–22, as a Dealmaker in the Atlanta Business Chronicle for 2009, and 
as a “Rising Star” in Banking in Georgia Super Lawyers from 2014-17. He is a member of ABI, the 
Commercial Finance Association, the American Bar Association and the Turnaround management 
Association. Mr. Hart received his B.S. in industrial and labor relations in 2004 from Cornell Univer-
sity and his J.D. in 2007 from the University of Florida Levin College of Law, where he was admitted 
to the Order of the Coif and served as articles editor of the University of Florida Journal of Public 
Policy and as a member of the Florida Journal of International Law.

Hon. Bruce A. Harwood is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of New Hampshire in Con-
cord, appointed to the bench in March 2013. He also serves on the First Circuit’s Bankruptcy Appel-
late Panel. Prior to his appointment to the bench, Judge Harwood chaired the Bankruptcy, Insolvency 
and Creditors’ Rights Group at Sheehan Phinney Bass + Green in Manchester, N.H., representing 
business debtors, asset-purchasers, secured and unsecured creditors, creditors’ committees, trustees 
in bankruptcy, and insurance and banking regulators in connection with the rehabilitation and liqui-
dation of insolvent insurers and trust companies. He was a chapter 7 panel trustee in the District of 
New Hampshire and mediated insolvency-related disputes. Judge Harwood is ABI’s Vice President-
Communication, Information & Technology, and serves on its Executive Committee. He previously 
served as ABI’s Secretary, as co-chair of ABI’s Commercial Fraud Committee, as program co-chair 
and judicial chair of ABI’s Northeast Bankruptcy Conference, and as Northeast Regional Chair of 
the ABI Endowment Fund’s Development Committee. He also served on ABI’s Civility Task Force. 
Judge Harwood is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and was consistently recognized 
in the bankruptcy law section of The Best Lawyers in America, in New England SuperLawyers and by 
Chambers USA. He received his B.A. from Northwestern University and his J.D. from Washington 
University School of Law.

David M. Hillman is a partner with Proskauer LLP in New York, co-head of both its Private Credit 
Restructuring Group and its Business Solutions, Governance, Restructuring & Bankruptcy Group. 
He has more than 25 years of experience with an emphasis on representing private credit lenders, 
private funds, sovereign wealth funds and other alternative lenders and distressed investors in special 
situations and restructurings both in and out of court, whether the lender is secured or unsecured, uni-
tranche or structured preferred. Mr. Hillman has experience in every phase of restructuring and dis-
tressed investing, including credit bidding sales under § 363, debt-for-equity swaps, chapter 11 plans, 
out-of-court restructurings and foreclosures, and navigating intercreditor issues involving the relative 
rights of majority and minority lenders. He also litigates the issues facing private credit lenders, in-
cluding issues involving plan confirmation, solvency, valuation, intercreditor disputes, financing and 
cash-collateral disputes, fraudulent transfers, equitable subordination, recharacterization, breach of 
fiduciary duty and similar disputes. Mr. Hillman was listed as a “leading individual” in bankruptcy/
restructuring by Chambers USA and as a leader in his field by New York Super Lawyers. A member of 
ABI, he speaks frequently on bankruptcy-related topics, including recent decisions affecting secured 
creditor rights and preparing creditors for bankruptcy risks. Mr. Hillman received his B.A. cum laude 
from the State University of New York at Oneonta and his J.D. cum laude from Albany Law School, 
where he was associate editor of the Albany Law Review.
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Jarret P. Hitchings is counsel with Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP in Charlotte, N.C., and a 
member of the firm’s Corporate and Finance Transactions Department, with experience in restructur-
ing, insolvency and special situations. In particular, his practice focuses on distressed-asset litiga-
tion, including federal bankruptcy and state court liquidation proceedings. Mr. Hitchings is active in 
matters across the country and internationally on behalf of debtors, creditors, fiduciaries and foreign 
representatives in the U.S. He has significant experience practicing in the country’s principal business 
courts, including the U.S. Bankruptcy Courts for the District of Delaware, Southern District of New 
York and the Southern District of Texas, as well as Delaware’s Court of Chancery. Prior to joining 
the firm, Mr. Hitchings was a litigation and restructuring partner in the Delaware office of another 
large international law firm. He is a member of the INSOL International and a member of Class X 
of the International Insolvency Institute’s NextGen Leadership Program. Since 2016, Mr. Hitchings 
has authored or co-authored numerous articles that have been published in The Legal Intelligencer, 
Law360, ABI Journal, Delaware Business Court Insider and INSOL World. He received his B.A. 
from Pennsylvania State University and his J.D. magna cum laude from Villanova University Charles 
Widger School of Law, where he was admitted to the Order of the Coif.

Hon. Thomas M. Horan is U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Delware in Wilmington, ap-
pointed in 2023. He previously practiced law in Wilmington for 18 years, focusing on financial re-
structuring and bankruptcy litigation. Most recently, Judge Horan had been a member of the Bank-
ruptcy, Insolvency and Restructuring group at Cozen O’Connor, a national firm headquartered in 
Philadelphia with a Wilmington office. He joined Cozen in a group-wide 2020 defection from Fox 
Rothschild, for which he had worked since its own 2018 merger with Wilmington-based Shaw Fish-
man Glantz & Towbin. Judge Horan’s national practice included representing debtors and official un-
secured creditor committees in complex chapter 11 proceedings, and he represented secured creditors 
and other parties in litigation. He also frequently provided opinion letters on commercial transactions 
and represented parties before the state’s Court of Chancery and Superior Court. Last year, Judge 
Horan was named to Lawdragon’s list of the Top 500 U.S. bankruptcy and restructuring lawyers. He 
also serves on ABI’s Board of Directors. Judge Horan received his B.A. in 1989 and his M.A. in 1992 
from Fordham University, and his J.D. cum laude from St. John’s University School of Law in 2002, 
where he was executive notes and comments editor for the ABI Law Review.

Hannah W. Hutman is a partner at Hoover Penrod, PLC in Harrisonburg, Va., where her practice fo-
cuses on representing both creditors and debtors in bankruptcy proceedings under chapters 7, 11, 12 
and 13 and insolvency-related matters. In addition, she frequently represents creditors in collection 
matters, including restructuring obligations, asset liquidations and dispositions, and foreclosures. Ms. 
Hutman is a member of the panel of Chapter 7 Trustees for the Western District of Virginia, and she is 
a past chair of the Board of Governors of the Bankruptcy Law Section for the Virginia State Bar. She 
is a frequent presenter on a wide variety of insolvency-related topics and co-authored a chapter in the 
Bankruptcy Practices in Virginia Handbook. Ms. Hutman has been active in the Virginia network of 
the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation and is AV-rated by Martindale-
Hubbell, has routinely been listed in Super Lawyers as a “Rising Star” and selected as a member of 
Virginia’s “Legal Elite,” and was honored as one of ABI’s “40 Under 40” in 2018. Ms. Hutman re-
ceived her B.A. summa cum laude from Columbia Union College in Takoma Park, Md., and her J.D. 
from the Marshall Wythe School of Law at the College of William and Mary in Williamsburg, Va.



AMERICAN BANKRUPTCY INSTITUTE

1339

Patricia B. Jefferson is a principal at Miles & Stockbridge P.C. in Baltimore in its Creditors’ Rights 
and Bankruptcy Group, as well as the Real Estate and Commercial Finance Group. She represents 
diverse clients (lenders, unsecured creditors, potential asset-purchasers, trustees and other interested 
parties) in all aspects of bankruptcy cases, including cash collateral, debtor-in-possession financing, 
asset sales, dischargeability litigation, claims objections, avoidance actions and lease disputes. Ad-
ditionally, she represents and advises secured lenders in formulating and executing workout strate-
gies outside of bankruptcy. In addition to her bankruptcy experience, Ms. Jefferson regularly advises 
clients regarding distressed real estate and commercial foreclosures and receivership actions. She 
has served on the panel of chapter 7 bankruptcy trustees for the U.S. District Court for the District 
of Maryland since 2019, and has been appointed as a receiver under Maryland’s Uniform Commer-
cial Receivership Act. Ms. Jefferson is a regular speaker at legal education seminars and has been 
recognized as a leading bankruptcy lawyer in Baltimore by Chambers USA since 2015. In addition, 
she was included in the Maryland Daily Record’s “VIP List: Successful before 40” in 2018, and was 
recognized as an emerging leader by The M&A Advisor in 2019. Ms. Jefferson received her J.D. with 
honors from the University of Maryland School of Law, where she was elected to the Order of Bar-
risters and served as an associate editor of The Business Lawyer and as vice-president of the Moot 
Court Board.

Jennifer Jenkins is a partner and member of Mourant’s BVI Litigation team, based in Tortola, Brit-
ish Virgin Islands. She focuses on commercial fraud and insolvency, and she has experience with 
interim-relief applications, such as freezing orders, disclosure orders and contempt applications, and 
dealing with jurisdictional issues. Ms. Jenkins regularly handles director breach-of-duty claims and 
reviewable transactions in an insolvency context, as well as shareholder disputes. Prior to joining 
Mourant, she worked for Clifford Chance and then Memery Crystal in London. Ms. Jenkins is admit-
ted to practice in the British Virgin Islands and in England in Wales, and she is a CEDR-accredited 
mediator. She is a member of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators and the Commercial Fraud Law-
yers Association, and she has been listed in the Legal 500 Caribbean for 2023 and 2024 for Dispute 
Resolution, and in the Legal 500 for 2022. Ms. Jenkins received her LL.B. with honors in law and 
German from the University of Glasgow.

Thomas P. Jeremiassen, CPA, CFF, CIRA is a senior managing director with Development Spe-
cialists, Inc. in its Los Angeles office, and has more than 25 years of experience providing services 
in bankruptcy, forensic/investigative accounting and litigation support. Hehas served as a fiduciary 
in bankruptcy and other matters, including roles as chapter 11 trustee, chapter 7 trustee, liquidating 
trustee, plan administrator, disbursing agent and receiver. Mr. Jeremiassen has served as an accoun-
tant and financial advisor for chapter 11 trustees, chapter 7 trustees, debtors, creditor committees, 
examiners, liquidating trustees and receivers in dozens of insolvency matters. He also has been in-
volved in numerous engagements in which he provided expert-witness, litigation support, consulting 
and investigative accounting services related to fraud, embezzlement, mismanagement, breach of 
contract, and other disputes. Mr. Jeremiassen received his B.S. from Pepperdine University.

Ericka F. Johnson is a director at Bayard, P.A. in Wilmington, Del., and chair of its restructuring 
and reorganization practice. She is well-versed in bankruptcy litigation matters, including preference, 
fraudulent transfer, turnover, and breaches of contract and fiduciary-duty actions. Ms. Johnson regu-
larly litigates contested matters, including involuntary bankruptcies, motions for the appointment of 
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chapter 11 trustees, claim objections, plan confirmation objections, and dismissal/conversion mo-
tions. Her diverse practice spans a wide range of industries, and her clients include debtors, creditors’ 
committees, trustees and governmental units through the restructuring process. Ms. Johnson formerly 
worked for a leading bank holding company, where she managed consumer finance operations and 
internal risk assessments and audits from the U.S. Office of the Comptroller of the Currency. She is 
active in the legal community and has held positions locally and nationally in various organizations, 
including the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC), for which 
she has served on its board of directors and is currently serving as the chair of the Delaware Network 
and chair of the IWIRC at the Shore conference. She also sits on ABI’s Board of Directors and serves 
on its Education Committee, through which she assists with the planning of ABI’s Annual Spring 
Meeting and Winter Leadership Conference and ABI’s panels at the National Conference of Bank-
ruptcy Judges. She also is a published author and a frequent speaker on issues and developments in 
bankruptcy and insolvency law. Ms. Johnson received her B.A. from the University of Delaware and 
her J.D. from Delaware Law School, where she was a member of the Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society, 
president of the Moot Court Honor Society and a member of the Delaware Journal of Corporate Law, 
and received the Outstanding Service Award.

Soneet R. Kapila, CPA, CFF, CFE, CIRA is a founding partner of KapilaMukamal, LLP in Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla., and ABI’s President. For more than 25 years, he has concentrated his efforts in 
the areas of consulting in insolvency, fiduciary and creditors’ rights matters. Mr. Kapila is a federal 
bankruptcy trustee and serves as an examiner, CRO, chapter 7 and 11 trustee, subchapter V trustee, 
liquidating trustee, corporate monitor (SEC appointments), and as a state and federal court-appointed 
receiver. He has been appointed in numerous matters in the Southern and Middle Districts of Florida. 
As a trustee plaintiff, Mr. Kapila has managed complex litigation in significant cases. He advises and 
represents debtors, secured creditors and creditors’ committees in formulating, analyzing and nego-
tiating plans of reorganization. As a recognized expert in fraudulent conveyance, Ponzi schemes and 
insolvency issues, Mr. Kapila has provided expert testimony and litigation-support services to law 
firms involving complex insolvency issues and commercial damages. He has worked in conjunction 
with the SEC, FBI and U.S. Attorney’s Office, and he has served both as a consultant and expert wit-
ness for litigation matters in state and federal courts. Mr. Kapila has spoken to various groups, includ-
ing ABI, New York Law School, St. Thomas University Law School, and the National Conference 
of Bankruptcy Judges, Southeastern Bankruptcy Law Institute, National Association of Bankruptcy 
Trustees (NABT), Receiver’s Forum, Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors, Florida 
Institute of Certified Public Accountants, Turnaround Management Association, University of Miami 
School of Law, Florida International University School of Law, American Bar Association and the 
National Business Institute on topics related to insolvency, underperforming businesses and insol-
vency taxation. He is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and a past-president and past-
chairman of the Association of Insolvency & Restructuring Advisors, for which he serves on its board 
of directors. Mr. Kapila has served on the advisory boards of ABI’s Southeast Bankruptcy Workshop 
and Caribbean Insolvency Symposium. He also co-authored ABI’s Fraud and Forensics: Piercing 
Through the Deception in a Commercial Fraud Case (2015). Mr. Kapila received his M.B.A. in 1978 
from Cranfield School of Management.

Eve H. Karasik is a partner at Levene, Neale, Bender, Yoo & Golubchik L.L.P. in Los Angeles and 
focuses her practice on the representation of business entities in a variety of industries. In addition to 
representing corporate debtors, she has represented creditors’ committees, equity committees, post-
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confirmation liquidating trusts and § 524(g) trusts, assignees and assignors for assignments for the 
benefit of creditors, receivers and creditors in state and federal receiverships, and significant creditors 
and litigation parties in cases pending around the country. Ms. Karasik began her legal career at Stut-
man, Treister & Glatt P.C., a nationally recognized bankruptcy boutique, where she practiced until 
May 1, 2014, when the firm had to close its doors. Her prior debtor engagements include Valley Eco-
nomic Development Corp. Marshall Broadcasting, Inc., Cornerstone Apparel, Inc., Anna’s Linens, 
Inc., Associated Third Party Administrators and Allied Fund Administrators LLC, Imperial Capital 
Bancorp, Inc., Utah 7000, LLC, Falcon Products, Inc., Clark Retail Group and U.S. Aggregates, Inc. 
Her creditor and equity committee cases include PHI, Inc., New Meatco Provisions, LLC, Circus and 
Eldorado Joint Venture, Riviera Holdings Corporation, Eurofresh, Inc., USA Capital First Trust Deed 
Fund, Aladdin Gaming, Inc. and Amerco. Ms. Karasik has represented clients in state and federal 
receiverships, and assignments for the benefit of creditors. She served as trustee’s counsel in SIPA 
liquidations (W.S. Clearing, Inc.), examiner’s counsel in Fontainebleau Las Vegas Holdings, LLC 
and counsel to Bankruptcy Code § 524(g) settlement trusts. Ms. Karasik is an American College of 
Bankruptcy Fellow and is ranked in Chambers USA as a Band 3 Bankruptcy and Restructuring attor-
ney. She received the Century City Bankruptcy Attorney of the Year (2015) and the Turnaround Man-
agement Association’s “2007 Large Company Transaction of the Year” award. Ms. Karasik serves as 
ABI’s Vice President-Diversity & Inclusion, is the incoming president of the Los Angeles Bankrupt-
cy Forum, and is a member of several other professional organizations. She received her B.A. with 
high honors from the University of California, Berkeley in 1984 and her J.D. from the University of 
Southern California in 1991, where she was a member of the Order of the Coif.

Robert J. Keach is a shareholder at Bernstein, Shur, Sawyer & Nelson in Portland, Maine, where he 
practices in the area of bankruptcy, reorganization and workouts. He focuses on the representation of 
various parties in workouts and bankruptcy cases, including debtors, creditors, creditors’ committees, 
lessors and third parties acquiring troubled companies and/or their assets. Mr. Keach has appeared as 
a panelist on national bankruptcy, lender liability and creditors rights programs, and he is the author 
of several articles on bankruptcy and creditors’ rights appearing in the ABI Law Review, Commercial 
Law Journal and ABI Journal, among other publications. He also is a contributing author to Collier 
Guide to Chapter 11: Key Topics and Selected Industries (2011 Ed.). Mr. Keach is recognized as a 
“Star Individual” in Corporate M&A/Bankruptcy in Chambers USA, in The Best Lawyers in America 
(Ten-Year Certificate), and by New England Super Lawyers (Bankruptcy and Top 100 Lawyers in 
New England regardless of specialty). Mr. Keach is admitted to practice in both state and federal 
courts in Maine and Massachusetts, as well as the First, Second, Seventh and Eighth Circuit Courts 
of Appeals and the U.S. Supreme Court. He is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by 
the American Board of Certification. Mr. Keach is the estate representative (and former chapter 11 
trustee) in the cross-border railroad reorganization of Montreal Maine & Atlantic Railway, Ltd. He 
also is currently the fee examiner for a post-confirmation trust in a mass tort chapter 11 case. Mr. 
Keach has, inter alia, represented ad hoc committees in the Homebanc Mortgage, New Century TRS 
Holdings and Nortel Networks cases in Delaware, as well as a public utilities commission in the Fair-
Point Communications case in the Southern District of New York. He is a Fellow of the American 
College of Bankruptcy and a past president (2009-10) of ABI. Mr. Keach received ABI’s Lifetime 
Achievement Award in 2021 and co-chaired ABI’s Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11. 
He received his J.D. in 1980 from the University of Maine.



2024 ANNUAL SPRING MEETING

1342

Jessica Kenney Bonteque is a partner with Duane Morris LLP in New York. She practices in the 
areas of business reorganization and financial restructuring, representing secured and unsecured 
creditors, debtors, official committees of unsecured creditors, equityholders, purchasers of distressed 
assets, and other parties in interest in a wide range of restructuring matters, including chapter 11 
cases, out-of-court restructurings and cross-border insolvency proceedings. Ms. Kenney Bonteque 
has represented creditors and debtors faced with insolvency situations in a variety of industries, in-
cluding health care, transportation, shipping, retail, gaming, oil & gas, storage, farming and dairy, 
and food and beverage. She also has participated in a wide variety of litigation in federal and state 
courts involving fraudulent conveyance actions, breaches of fiduciary duty, secured and unsecured 
financings, letters of credit, foreclosures and the enforcement of guaranties. Ms. Kenney Bonteque 
was recognized as a Rising Star in the 2014, 2015 and 2016 editions of Southwest Super Lawyers and 
in the 2017, 2018 and 2019 editions of New York Metro Super Lawyers. She is also featured in the 
April 2014 issue of Arizona Business magazine’s Arizona’s Top Lawyers List (Generation Next), and 
she received the Turnaround of the Year Award: Mid-Size Company by the Turnaround Management 
Association and the Healthcare/Life Sciences Deal of the Year by The M&A Advisor, both in 2017. 
She also was named one of the”Ones to Watch” for 2023 and 2024 in The Best Lawyers in America. 
While in law school, Ms. Kenney Bonteque was a Pedrick Scholar and a legal extern for Hon. Ronald 
Stienle, III of Maricopa County Superior Court and Hon. David K. Duncan of the U.S. District Court 
for the District of Arizona. She received her B.A. cum laude from Northern Arizona University and 
her J.D. with honors from Arizona State University.

Teresa C. Kohl is a managing director for SSG Capital Advisors, LLC in West Conshohocken, Pa., 
and is responsible for originating and leading investment banking transactions, as well as managing 
SSG’s litigation advisory practice. She has completed more than 200 restructuring matters, includ-
ing refinancing and sale transactions for middle-market companies in bankruptcy proceedings and 
out-of-court workouts. Prior to her transition to investment banking, Ms. Kohl led financial and 
operational restructuring engagements for boutique advisory firms. Her past clients include pub-
licly traded, privately held, private-equity sponsored and family-owned companies in the health care, 
retail, manufacturing, building products and financial services industries. Ms. Kohl is a frequent 
speaker on financial and operational restructuring issues, bankruptcy, and special-situation transac-
tions, as well as a contributing author to the Norton Journal of Bankruptcy Law and Practice. She is 
a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, and she has served on ABI’s Board of Directors and 
in leadership positions of the Turnaround Management Association (TMA Global), for which she was 
the first woman to lead TMA’s largest global chapter (New York City) as president and co-founded 
TMA Global’s Network of Women. She also is the immediate past board chair of Living Beyond 
Breast Cancer, a national nonprofit that connects people with trusted breast cancer information and 
a community of support. Ms. Kohl is a member of the Association of Insolvency and Restructuring 
Advisors, INSOL International, the International Women’s Insolvency and Restructuring Confed-
eration and The Forum of Executive Women. She serves on the steering committee of the Eastern 
District of Pennsylvania Bankruptcy Conference, and as a mentor for ABI’s Diversity and Inclusion 
Working Group Mentoring Program. Ms. Kohl has received numerous awards, including the Global 
M&A Network’s SHE for SHE Leader Award, the Top Restructuring Investment Banker (2022), The 
M&A Advisor’s Distressed M&A Dealmaker of the Year Award (2021 and 2019) and TMA Global’s 
Outstanding Individual Contribution Award (2017). In addition, she was named a U.S.A. Top Women 
Dealmaker by the Global M&A Network (2019). Ms. Kohl received her B.S. from Villanova Univer-
sity School of Business.
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Franklind D. Lea, CIRA is a principal with The Brattle Group’s Bankruptcy & Restructuring prac-
tice in Washington, D.C., and has more than three decades of experience working on complex busi-
ness, financial and real estate matters. His experience includes 17 years as a commercial lender, credit 
officer and commercial real estate appraiser, and an additional 17 years as the founder and president 
of Tactical Financial Consulting, where he specialized in litigation and restructuring support for third 
parties. Mr. Lea has been a senior lender, credit officer and special-assets manager at a commercial 
financial services company and commercial bank, and he has experience as a commercial real estate 
appraiser, credit manager and lending officer. He has worked in nearly 40 states on a broad array of 
assignments spanning many industries and business types, most of it on deals valued between $2 
million and $20 million. Mr. Lea is a nationally recognized expert in the areas of bankruptcy, credit 
and lending, financial restructuring, insolvency, interest rates and workouts, and he is one of only 
approximately 1,000 individuals in the U.S. designated as a Certified Insolvency and Restructuring 
Advisor. He is routinely called upon to serve as an expert witness and speak at industry conferences 
on insolvency, interest rates, real estate, risk-assessment and valuation issues, and professional jour-
nals have published his articles on these topics. Mr. Lea sits on ABI’s Board of Directors and is an 
At-Large member of its Executive Committee. He also is a former co-chair of ABI’s Asset Sales 
Committee and serves on the advisory board of ABI’s Judge Alexander L. Paskay Memorial Bank-
ruptcy Seminar. In addition, he is a member of the Turnaround Management Association and the 
Association for Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors. Mr. Lea received his B.S. in management 
and his M.B.A. from Florida State University, and a Master’s degree in real estate and urban analysis 
from the University of Florida.

Stephen D. Lerner is a partner with Squire Patton Boggs and global chair of its Restructuring & In-
solvency Practice Group in Cincinnati and New York. He has a national and cross-border restructur-
ing practice in which he represents debtors, distressed businesses, committees of unsecured creditors, 
secured and unsecured creditors, equity interest-holders, boards of directors, indenture trustees and 
acquirers of troubled businesses in chapter 11 reorganization cases, chapter 15 cross-border cases, 
chapter 9 municipal restructurings and out-of-court restructurings throughout the U.S., Europe, the 
United Arab Emirates, South America and India. Most recently, Mr. Lerner served as the court-ap-
pointed examiner in the precedent-setting Purdue Pharma chapter 11 case in the Southern District 
of New York. In July 2022, the Ferrellgas restructuring team, which he led, was honored with the 
Turnaround of the Year (Large) Award by Global M&A Network. He also served as lead restructuring 
advisor to Dana Gas PJSC, the largest independent gas company in the Middle East, in its US$700 
million Islamic financing restructuring, which was awarded the Middle East Restructuring of the 
Year in 2019 by the International Financial Law Review. The firm’s U.S. restructuring team, which 
he led, was named 2020 USA Restructuring Firm of the Year – Middle Markets by Global M&A Net-
work. In addition, he led his firm’s representation of the American College of Bankruptcy in filing an 
amicus brief with the U.S. Supreme Court in the significant Stern-related case of Executive Benefits 
Insurance Agency v. Peter H. Arkison, Trustee of the Estate of Bellingham Insurance Agency, Inc. 
Mr. Lerner has been a guest lecturer at Harvard Business School, the University of Michigan Law 
School and the University of Cincinnati Law School. He is admitted to practice before the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit, the U.S. District Courts for the Eastern and Southern Districts of 
New York and Southern District of Ohio, and the U.S. Supreme Court. Mr. Lerner received his B.A. 
in 1982, his M.A. in 1982 and his J.D. in 1985 from the University of Pennsylvania.
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Luis M. Lluberas is a member in the Bankruptcy & Financial Restructuring practice group of Moore 
& Van Allen, PLLC in Charlotte, N.C., where his practice encompasses a broad range of financial 
services matters, with a focus on the resolution of troubled credits. He has experience representing 
key stakeholders in connection with all aspects of financial restructuring matters in myriad industries, 
and routinely represents financial institutions, in both lender and agent capacities, in syndicated credit 
facilities and other lending transactions. He is also a member of the firm’s Diversity Committee and 
Attorney Development Committee, and is a co-chair of the firm’s Lawyers of Color affinity group. 
In 2015, Mr. Lluberas received the Turnaround Management Association’s Turnaround of the Year: 
Small Company award for his work as legal counsel to the receiver in the Bost Distributing Co. mat-
ter. The Charlotte Business Journal honored him as one of its 2018 40 Under 40 recipients, and each 
year since 2014, he has been recognized as a Rising Star in business bankruptcy in North Carolina 
Super Lawyers magazine. Mr. Lluberas serves as the General Counsel for the Charlotte Regional 
Business Alliance, a collaboration among 15 counties focused on the promotion and advancement of 
the Charlotte region. He received his B.A. with highest distinction and his J.D. with honors from the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Kenneth W. Mann is the managing director for the Special Situations practice at SC&H Capital 
in Ellicott City, Md., where he provides healthy and distressed M&A, employee stock ownership 
plans (ESOP) and business valuation advisory for middle-market companies. He has been provid-
ing going concern solutions (debt, equity, entirety sale) to distressed businesses for 30 years. Prior 
to joining SC&H Capital in 2020, Mr. Mann had served as the managing director of Equity Partners, 
providing going-concern solutions (debt, equity, entirety sale) to distressed businesses. His team has 
completed more than 650 transactions with troubled companies, including more than 300 approved 
transactions in 72 bankruptcy court districts. Mr. Mann has personally handled investment banking 
services for hundreds of companies in a host of industries. In chapter 11 cases, he has served as in-
vestment banker, bid examiner and expert witness, and he has testified more than 150 times in support 
of transactions produced by the firm. Mr. Mann has been a speaker at events hosted by ABI and the 
Turnaround Management Association (TMA), Florida Bar, Association of Insolvency & Restructur-
ing Advisors (AIRA) and Mississippi Bankruptcy Conference, and he has been an author for ABI, 
TMA, and various secured lender trade and general business publications. He was named “Distressed 
M&A Dealmaker of the Year” by M&A Advisors and a “Top 100 Restructuring Professional” by 
Turnarounds & Workouts. Mr. Mann currently serves on ABI’s Board of Directors and on the board 
of TMA’s Chesapeake Chapter. Prior to joining Equity Partners, Mr. Mann’s experience included 
investment banking, public relations and marketing consulting, and he has owned and exited several 
successful businesses. He holds Series 7, 63 and 79 licenses, and he has been a licensed real estate 
agent since 2008. Mr. Mann received his Bachelor’s degree with honors in business administration 
with a marketing concentration from Salisbury University.

Hon. Bruce A. Markell is the Professor of Bankruptcy Law and Practice and the Edward Avery 
Harriman Lecturer in Law at Northwestern University’s Pritzker School of Law in Chicago. From 
2013-15, he was the Jeffrey A. Stoops Professor of Law at Florida State University School of Law, 
and before that he was a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Nevada, a position he had held 
since 2004. From 2006-13, Prof. Markell also was a member of the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel for 
the Ninth Circuit. After law school, he clerked for then-judge Anthony M. Kennedy on the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. Before taking the bench, he practiced bankruptcy and business law 
in Los Angeles for 10 years (where he was a partner at Sidley & Austin) and was a law professor for 
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14. He is the author of numerous articles on bankruptcy and commercial law, and a co-author of four 
law school casebooks. Prof. Markell has been a visiting professor at, among other schools, Peking 
University School of Law in Beijing and Harvard Law School. He contributes to Collier on Bank-
ruptcy, and is a member of Collier’s editorial advisory board. He also is a conferee of the National 
Bankruptcy Conference, a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, a founding member of the 
International Insolvency Institute, and a life member of the American Law Institute. Prof. Markell 
served as a commissioner for ABI’s Commission on Consumer Bankruptcy, where he served as the 
chair of its Case Administration and the Estate Committee. He received the Commercial Law League 
of America’s Lawrence King Award in 2022, and in 2016, he completed a project redrafting Kosovo’s 
bankruptcy law. He has consulted with the International Monetary Fund on insolvency-related issues 
(having been part of the IMF’s missions to Ireland, Bosnia, Montenegro, Serbia, Belarus, Georgia and 
Greece). Prof. Markell received his J.D. in 1980 from the University of California at Davis, where he 
was editor-in-chief of its law review and a recipient of the School of Law Medal.

R. Craig Martin is the managing partner of DLA Piper LLP’s Wilmington, Del., office and is global 
co-chair of Restructuring. He has spent his legal career working on complex distressed situations. He 
has represented numerous parties in a variety of cases, including equity committees, committees of 
unsecured creditors, bank groups, indenture trustees and debtors. He has also advised purchasers of 
assets in bankruptcy auctions and court-approved sales and frequently provides bankruptcy-specific 
advice in complex mergers and acquisition situations involving distressed entities. Mr. Martin has 
appeared in the bankruptcy courts all across the U.S., but his work frequently focuses on cross-
border situations. He has acted as counsel in cases in Canada, Germany, Ireland, Hong Kong, Spain, 
Bermuda, the Dominican Republic, Africa, the U.K. and Argentina. He has also acted as first-chair 
litigation counsel in a number of cases involving terms of bond indentures, such as x-clauses, permit-
ted indebtedness clauses and other covenants. Mr. Martin co-authored ABI’s Chapter 15 for Foreign 
Debtors and is admitted to practice in Delaware, the District of Columbia, New York, Pennsylvania 
and Texas. He received his B.A. in history from Texas Christian University, his M.Sc. from the Uni-
versity of Edinburgh and his J.D. cum laude from the University of Houston Law Center.

Ryan A. Maupin is the national practice leader of Deloitte’s Turnaround & Restructuring practice 
for the US and the Americas in New York. He has more than 20 years of experience advising boards, 
domestic and international company executives, secured and unsecured creditors, hedge funds and 
private-equity funds in transitional situations both in court and out of court. Mr. Maupin is primarily 
focused on advising clients in complex financial turnarounds, § 363 sale processes, debt-restructur-
ings and liquidations.  He was selected as part of ABI’s inaugural class of “40 Under 40” in 2017. 
Mr. Maupin is a member of ABI, the Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors, and the 
Turnaround Management Association. He received his B.S. from Millikin University.

Mark G. McCreary, CIPP, CPT is a partner at Fox Rothschild LLP in Philadelphia and serves as 
the firm’s Chief Artificial Intelligence and Information Security Officer, as well as co-chair of the 
firm’s Privacy & Data Security Practice. He also is the firm’s former Chief Privacy Officer. Mr. Mc-
Creary advises businesses on a wide range of data-privacy and security issues, helping clients protect 
their critical information and comply with state, federal and international privacy laws. He earned the 
rigorous CIPP/US, CIPP/E, and CPT certifications from the International Association of Privacy Pro-
fessionals and has been named a Trailblazer in cybersecurity law by The National Law Journal. Mr. 
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McCreary is a member of the Attorneys’ Liability Assurance Society (ALAS), for which he co-chairs 
its GenAI Working Group; the Philadelphia Bar Association, for which he co-chairs its Risk Manage-
ment Committee, the International Association of Privacy Professionals and the Villanova University 
Paralegal Studies Advisory Committee. He received his B.A. in 1995 from Villanova University and 
his J.D. in 1998 from Southern Methodist University School of Law.

Megan W. Murray is a founding shareholder of Underwood Murray PA in Tampa, Fla., and has 
nearly 20 years of reorganization and workout experience advising business owners, debtors, trust-
ees, creditors’ committees, secured and unsecured creditors, and asset-purchasers and sellers. She has 
experience both on the legal side and business side in a global financial institution, and she counsels 
businesses and owners in a wide variety of industries, including but not limited to real estate, health 
care, hospitality, pharmaceutical, medical services, construction, insurance, transportation, logistics, 
aviation and financial services. Ms. Murray also has experience representing a variety of fiduciaries, 
from chapter 7 and 11 trustees to assignees in assignments for the benefit of creditors and receivers in 
proceedings across the state. In addition to her broad range of representations in core bankruptcy mat-
ters, she counsels her clients in making critical business decisions, while prosecuting and defending 
complex business disputes. She has experience in director and officer liability litigation, bondholder 
disputes, shareholder and partnership disputes, court-appointed receiverships, health care receiver-
ships, assignment proceedings, recovery of large and small business assets, and lien priority disputes 
related to a variety of collateral, including real property, equipment, medical equipment, aircraft and 
logistics-related assets. Ms. Murray has been recognized in Chambers USA, Florida Super Lawyers 
and The Best Lawyers in America, and she was named a Florida Trend Magazine “Legal Elite.” She 
is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell, and she is a 2018 honoree of ABI’s “40 Under 40” 
program. Ms. Murray received her B.B.A. from the University of Iowa Tippie College of Business in 
2002 and her J.D. with honors from the University of Iowa College of Law in 2011, where she was a 
contributing editor to the Iowa Law Review and an ABI Medal of Excellence recipient.

Michael D. Napoli is a Fraud and Recovery partner with Akerman LLP in Dallas. As a court-ap-
pointed receiver and counsel to receivers and trustees, he works to maximize the value of insolvent 
entities inorder to make a fair and equitable distribution to creditors. Mr. Napoli’s experience covers a 
variety of industries with an emphasis on life settlements. Outside of the insolvency arena, he protects 
individuals and companies facing lawsuits. Representing both plaintiffs and defendants, Mr. Napoli 
works on a wide variety of cases, including securities, commercial and product-liability matters. He 
also maintains an active pro bono practice involving, among other things, assisting parents in obtain-
ing the return of their children under the Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of International 
Child Abduction. Mr. Napoli is Newsletter Editor of ABI’s Commercial Fraud Committee and a 
member of the Dallas Bar Association and the National Association of Federal Equity Receivers. He 
received his B.A. with honors in 1988 from Baylor University and his J.D. in 1991 with high honors 
from the University of Texas School of Law, where he served on the Texas Law Review and was 
admitted to the Order of the Coif.

Robert Orr is a principal with Sandton Capital Partners in Chapel Hill, N.C. His background in-
cludes distressed debt, commercial banking and management consulting for financial institutions. Mr. 
Orr has covered a wide range of geographies and industries since joining Sandton in 2010. Prior to 
Sandton Capital, he was part of the 2005 founding team at Square 1 Bank, where he held a variety of 
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general management and corporate-development roles in growing that institution to over $1 billion in 
assets. Prior to that, Mr. Orr was a management consultant, most recently with The Monitor Group. 
At Monitor, he had extensive experience advising financial institutions and other large corporate cli-
ents on growth strategies. Mr. Orr received his B.A. from the University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill and his M.B.A. from Stanford Graduate School of Business.

Denise J. Perme is associate director of the D.C. Bar Lawyer Assistance Program (LAP) in Washing-
ton, D.C. She is a licensed clinical social worker with 25 years of experience in mental health and ad-
diction counseling. Since 2006, Ms. Perme has supervised clinical staff and managed the LAP, where 
she and her staff provide free, confidential evaluation, counseling and educational programming. She 
received her B.A. in psychology and her M.S.W. from the University of Maryland School of Social 
Work, with a concentration in occupational social work.

Shoba Pillay is a partner and co-chair of Jenner & Block LLP’s Data Privacy & Cybersecurity Prac-
tice in Chicago. She advises clients on mitigating and responding to cybersecurity threats and nation-
al security risks, as well as developing robust regulatory compliance programs. Mr. Pillay is a former 
federal prosecutor and corporate crisis manager with extensive trial and investigations experience 
who leads complex and high-stakes internal and government-facing investigations. Due her technical 
expertise and significant investigation experience, she was the court-appointed examiner in the bank-
ruptcy of digital asset lender Celsius Network LLC. As a federal prosecutor, Ms. Pillay gained expe-
rience with complex investigations and prosecutions involving cybercrime, complex fraud, human 
trafficking, theft of trade secrets, terrorism, espionage, and export control and international sanctions 
violations. Among her significant trials during her 11 years in the U.S. Attorney’s Office in the North-
ern District of Illinois, she prosecuted a theft of trade secrets case involving a Chinese competitor, the 
computer intrusion of a Fortune 500 company, and the illegal export of technical data to China. She 
was honored with the Department of Justice John Marshall Award from the Attorney General in 2022. 
Ms. Pillay received her B.A. in political science in 1998 from Washington University and her J.D. in 
2003 from Boston College Law School.

Mark D. Podgainy, CTP is a managing director with Getzler Henrich & Associates LLC in New 
York and has more than 25 years of experience in operational roles and turnaround consulting in a 
variety of industries. He leads the firm’s Real Estate & Hospitality practice, where he advises owners, 
sponsors and their creditor constituents in a variety of asset classes, including hotel, multifamily, 
office and industrial. He also has experience guiding clients through complicated and contentious 
workout and restructuring processes, both in court and out of court, and throughout the country. Mr. 
Podgainy’s clients include companies, secured lenders, boards of directors and creditors’ committees, 
and he also works with law firms on forensic, litigation support and expert-witness assignments. His 
client focus has been in the real estate, hospitality, consumer products, apparel and textile, food, retail 
and building products sectors. Mr. Podgainy has experience in the hospitality industry, including line 
and management positions at Harvey Hotels, Winegardner & Hammons (Holiday Inn concepts) and 
Howard Johnson’s Restaurants. His hotel clients are major flag franchisees and independent hotels, and 
his restaurant clients have included KFC, Big Boy Restaurants, Roadhouse Grill, Eateries (Garcia’s, 
Garfield’s and Pepperoni Grill concepts) and Toojay’s. He is currently the CRO of Urban Commons 
2 West LLC, et al., and financial advisor to a flagged hotel going through a workout process with its 
senior lender. Mr. Podgainy is a board member of the NYC chapter of the Turnaround Management 
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Association; of Neighborhood Housing Services of New York City, Inc., a nonprofit empowering 
disadvantaged low and moderate-income New Yorkers to purchase and preserve affordable housing; 
and of the 520 West 19th Street Condo Association. He is a member of ABI and the Cornell Hotel 
Society, and he has authored thought-leadership articles on distressed mergers and acquisitions, 
real estate, hospitality, education, and related topics for numerous industry trade publications. Mr. 
Podgainy received his Bachelor’s degree from Cornell University’s School of Hotel Administration 
and his M.B.A. from Columbia University.

Mark Power is a partner with Thompson Coburn LLP in New York and has experience in all as-
pects of financial restructuring and insolvency issues. He represents creditors’ committees, debtors, 
noteholders, lenders and secured creditors in bankruptcy proceedings, as well as acquirers of and in-
vestors in troubled, distressed and bankrupt companies. He also counsels management and creditors 
with respect to insolvency matters and crisis management. Mr. Power has played a prominent role in 
large and small restructurings and bankruptcies throughout the U.S. He has represented sellers and 
purchasers of debt and equity positions of troubled companies and acquirers of distressed businesses 
in such industries as telecommunications and integrated communications providers; e-commerce; 
internet and technology; manufacturing; marketing; retail chains and energy. He also has counseled 
lenders in post-petition financing transactions in such industries as retail, manufacturing, telecom-
munications, environmental remediation, restaurant chains and hospitality. Mr. Power has worked on 
behalf of creditors and other parties-in-interest in bankruptcy reorganization and liquidation proceed-
ings, including the handling of DIP-financing or cash-collateral motions, relief from the automatic 
stay and adequate protection matters, the assumption or rejection of unexpired leases or executory 
contracts, valuation hearings, plan formulation and drafting, and confirmation hearings. He also rep-
resents plaintiffs or defendants in a variety of adversary proceedings regarding lien and priority is-
sues, preferences, equitable subordination, fraudulent conveyances and/or inter-creditor disputes. Mr. 
Power lectures frequently on current restructuring and bankruptcy issues. He also contributes to vari-
ous publications and seminar materials on a variety of restructuring and bankruptcy topics. Mr. Power 
received his B.B.A. in 1985 from The George Washington University and his J.D. cum laude in 1988 
from Boston College Law School.

Prof. Nancy B. Rapoport is a University of Nevada, Las Vegas Distinguished Professor, the Garman 
Turner Gordon Professor of Law at the William S. Boyd School of Law, University of Nevada, Las 
Vegas, and an Affiliate Professor of Business Law and Ethics in the Lee Business School at UNLV. 
Her specialties are bankruptcy ethics, ethics in governance, law firm behavior, and the depiction of 
lawyers in popular culture. Previously, she clerked for Hon. Joseph T. Sneed III on the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit following law school, then practiced primarily bankruptcy law with 
Morrison & Foerster in San Francisco from 1986-91. Prof. Rapoport started her academic career 
at The Ohio State University College of Law in 1991, and she moved from assistant professor to 
associate professor with tenure in 1995 to associate dean for Student Affairs (1996) and professor 
(1998), just as she left Ohio State to become dean and professor of law at the University of Nebraska 
College of Law from 1998-2000. She then served as dean and professor of law at the University of 
Houston Law Center from July 2000-May 2006 and as professor of law from June 2006-June 2007, 
when she left to join the faculty at Boyd. She served as interim dean of Boyd from 2012-13, as senior 
advisor to the president of UNLV from 2014-15, as acting executive vice president and provost from 
2015-16, as acting senior vice president for Finance and Business (for July and August 2017), and as 
special counsel to the president from May 2016-June 2018. Prof. Rapoport is admitted to the bars of 
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the states of California, Ohio, Nebraska, Texas and Nevada and of the U.S. Supreme Court. In 2001, 
she was elected to membership in the American Law Institute, and in 2002, she received a Distin-
guished Alumna Award from Rice University. In 2017, she was inducted into Phi Kappa Phi (Chapter 
100). She is a Fellow of the American Bar Foundation and of the American College of Bankruptcy. 
In 2009, the Association of Media and Entertainment Counsel presented her with the Public Service 
Counsel Award at the 4th Annual Counsel of the Year Awards. In 2017, she received the Commercial 
Law League of America’s Lawrence P. King Award for Excellence in Bankruptcy, and in 2018, she 
was one of the recipients of the NAACP Legacy Builder Awards (Las Vegas Branch #1111). She has 
served as the fee examiner or as chair of the fee review committee in such large bankruptcy cases as 
Zetta Jet, Toys ’R Us, Caesars, Station Casinos, Pilgrim’s Pride and Mirant. Prof. Rapoport appeared 
in the Academy Award®-nominated movie Enron: The Smartest Guys in the Room (Magnolia Pic-
tures 2005) as herself. She received her B.A. summa cum laude from Rice University in 1982 and her 
J.D. from Stanford Law School in 1985.

Brandy M. Rapp is a partner in Whiteford, Taylor & Preston LLP’s Roanoke, Va., office, where she 
concentrates her practice on bankruptcy and restructuring matters. She has a diverse practice repre-
senting debtors, trustees, receivers, liquidation trusts, creditors’ committees, secured creditors, les-
sors and unsecured creditors in bankruptcy cases, business transactions and out-of-court restructur-
ings. Ms. Rapp has substantial experience within the mining, health care and construction industries. 
She is licensed to practice law in Virginia and West Virginia. Prior to entering private practice, Ms. 
Rapp clerked for Hon. William F. Stone, Jr. in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Western District of 
Virginia. She is an adjunct professor at Washington & Lee University School of Law, where she cur-
rently teaches a chapter 11 bankruptcy practicum. Ms. Rapp is a 2019 ABI 40 Under 40 honoree and 
currently serves as a member of the Board of Governors of the Bankruptcy Law Section for the Vir-
ginia State Bar. She has routinely been listed in Super Lawyers, selected as a member of Legal Elite 
and listed in The Best Lawyers of America in the bankruptcy and creditors’ rights practice areas. Mr. 
Rapp received her B.A. in chemistry with a minor in business administration summa cum laude from 
West Virginia Wesleyan College, and her J.D. magna cum laude from the University of Richmond 
School of Law, where she served as the managing editor of its law review and was a member of the 
McNeill Law Society.

William T. Repasky is a partner with Frost Brown Todd LLP’s Louisville, Ky., office and is a former 
chair of the firm’s Financial Services Litigation Practice sub-group. Prior to joining the firm, he was 
in-house counsel for National City Bank, where his responsibilities included litigation, deposit opera-
tions and treasury management (payments) services. Mr. Repasky is experienced with guiding clients 
in all aspects of financial fraud (traditional and cyber), e-payments and business email compromise 
(BEC). He regularly counsels on BEC mitigation strategies, fund recovery actions and in handling 
BEC disputes, both in litigation and extrajudicially. Mr. Repasky is a frequent author and speaker 
on BEC attacks, cyberfraud and electronic payments. He received his B.A. from the University of 
Michigan and his J.D. from Vanderbilt University Law School.

Geoffrey A. Richards is a managing director and head of Private Capital Solutions and of Capital 
Recapitalization & Restructuring for Raymond James Financial, Inc. in New York. He has complex 
transaction experience in a range of financing, restructuring, and mergers and acquisition engage-
ments, both in and outside of chapter 11. Mr. Richards has advised public and private companies, 
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private-equity sponsors, hedge funds, purchasers of distressed assets and businesses, key secured 
and unsecured creditors, DIP lenders, and creditors’ committees. He was previously head of North 
America Debt Finance & Restructuring at Canaccord Genuity Inc., head of Special Situations & Re-
structuring at William Blair & Co. and a partner in the Kirkland & Ellis LLP restructuring practice. 
Since 2001, Mr. Richards has taught corporate restructuring as an adjunct professor at Northwestern 
Pritzker School of Law. He received his B.A. in 1992 from the University of Wisconsin and his J.D. 
in 1995 from Brooklyn Law School.

Luis E. Rivera, II is the deputy chair of the Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights practice group at 
GrayRobinson, P.A. in Fort Myers, Fla. He is experienced in counseling clients in business litigation, 
bankruptcy, creditors’ rights and insolvency. A 2017 ABI “40 Under 40” honoree, Mr. Rivera serves 
as a trustee of Florida Gulf Coast University and president of the Middle District of Florida Pro Se 
Legal Assistance Clinic, Inc. Since 2010, he has served as a panel trustee for the Middle District of 
Florida. Mr. Rivera received his B.A. magna cum laude from Loyola University New Orleans, where 
he was an Ignatian Scholar, and his J.D. from Washington and Lee University School of Law, where 
he was editor-in-chief of the Washington and Lee Journal of Civil Rights and Social Justice.

William J. Rochelle, III is ABI’s editor-at-large, based in New York. He joined ABI in 2015 and 
writes every day on developments in consumer and reorganization law. For the prior nine years, Mr. 
Rochelle was the bankruptcy columnist for Bloomberg News. Before turning to journalism, he prac-
ticed bankruptcy law for 35 years, including 17 years as a partner in the New York office of Fulbright 
& Jaworski LLP. In addition to writing, Mr. Rochelle travels the country for ABI, speaking to bar 
groups and professional organizations on hot topics in the turnaround community and trends in con-
sumer bankruptcies. He earned his undergraduate and law degrees from Columbia University, where 
he was a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar.

Ciara L. Rogers is a partner with Waldrep Wall Babcock & Bailey PLLC in Winston-Salem, N.C., 
where her practice focuses on debtors’ and creditors’ rights, chapter 11 bankruptcy, representing chap-
ter 11 and chapter 7 bankruptcy trustees, serving as a subchapter V trustee, and litigating adversary 
proceedings. Previously, she was an attorney with the Law Offices of Oliver & Cheek and clerked for 
Hon. J. Rich Leonard and Hon. Randy D. Doub of the Eastern District of North Carolina Bankruptcy 
Court. During law school, Ms. Rogers interned with the Bankruptcy Administrator’s Office in the 
Eastern District of North Carolina. In 2018, she was selected as the director of the Stubbs Bankruptcy 
Clinic at Campbell University School of Law. In that capacity, she supervises second- and third-
year law students in providing pro bono bankruptcy representation to low-wealth individuals in the 
Eastern District of North Carolina. She has also taught the foundations of bankruptcy law course at 
Campbell University School of Law and speaks at conferences on various bankruptcy related topics. 
Ms. Rogers is a member of the North Carolina and Virginia State Bars and the North Carolina Bar 
Association. She also is certified as a specialist in business bankruptcy by the North Carolina State 
Bar, and has been listed in the 2024 edition of The Best Lawyers in America, the 2021-23 editions of 
Super Lawyers as a “Rising Star,” and the 2021-22 editions of Business North Carolina magazine’s 
“Legal Elite in Bankruptcy Law.” In 2014, Ms. Rogers was recognized by the National Conference 
of Bankruptcy Judges (NCBJ) as an Honorable Cornelius Blackshear Fellow, and in 2019, she was 
selected as a participant in the NCBJ’s NextGen program. In 2023, Ms. Rogers was honored as one 
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of ABI’s 40 Under 40. She received dual B.S degrees in history and political science from Averett 
University and her J.D. from North Carolina Central University School of Law.

Laurel D. Roglen is Of Counsel with Ballard Spahr LLP in Wilmington, Del., where she focuses 
her practice on corporate bankruptcy and restructuring, commercial bankruptcy, and workout and 
restructuring matters. She represents corporations as debtors and debtors-in-possession in chapter 
11 bankruptcy proceedings, as well as commercial retail landlords, trade vendors, committees and 
purchasers of assets through § 363 sales in bankruptcy matters, regularly counseling clients on their 
rights in bankruptcy cases, in addition to negotiating lease amendments, agreements and settlements. 
Ms. Roglen also is experienced in bankruptcy-related litigation and issues at the intersection of envi-
ronmental and bankruptcy law. She currently represents the City of Chester, Pa., in its ongoing chap-
ter 9 bankruptcy case and is admitted to practice in Delaware and New York. Ms. Roglen received 
her B.A. in 2008 from Pennsylvania State University and her J.D. cum laude in 2011 from Hofstra 
University School of Law, where she received ABI’s Medal of Excellence, the American College of 
Bankruptcy Distinguished Law Student award and the Benjamin Weintraub and Alan Resnick Bank-
ruptcy Law Award, and was managing editor of articles for the Hofstra Law Review.

Cynthia Romano, CTP is a senior managing director at AlixPartners, LLP in New York, and she 
specialized in transformations, turnarounds and transactions that enhance liquidity, profitability and 
enterprise value for more than 25 years. Her industry experience spans health care, manufacturing, 
technology, energy and oil and gas, distribution, restaurants, professional services and nonprofit en-
gagements. Partnering with CEO-level management, Ms. Romano helps companies transform their 
bottom line to maximize value for owners, investors and other stakeholders. Her expertise includes 
liquidity management, profit improvement through operational restructuring, organizational and pro-
cess redesign, capital-sourcing, and business and creditor workout and management. Ms. Romano 
has been recognized with multiple prestigious industry awards, including the 2021 Turnaround of the 
Year by Global M&A Network, the 2020 Turnaround and Transaction of the Year by the Turnaround 
Management Association, and the 2020 Out-of-Court Restructuring of the Year by Global M&A 
Network. In 2021, she was named one of the top women in asset-based lending by the ABF Journal. 
Ms. Romano is a frequent speaker for various industry associations on a wide range of topics and is 
regularly quoted in major news and business outlets, including Bloomberg, Debtwire, CFO.com, Ac-
counting Today and Modern Healthcare. She received her B.A. in educational policy in 1993 and her 
M.B.A. in international management from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology Sloan School 
of Management in 2002.

Bradford J. Sandler is a member of Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones LLP’s Management Committee 
and co-chair of the firm’s Creditors’ Committee Practice Group in Wilmington, Del. He has experi-
ence representing debtors, committees, acquirers and fiduciaries, including receivers and trustees and 
other significant parties in interest in complex reorganizations and financially distressed situations, 
both in and out of court. Mr. Sandler’s recent committee representations include Promise Health-
care, The Weinstein Co., Bon-Ton Department Stores, Woodbridge Group of Companies, Payless 
ShoeSource, BCBG Max Azria, Aeropostale, The Sports Authority and The Great Atlantic & Pacific 
Tea Co. (A&P). He also was lead counsel in the LifeCare Hospital case, which led to a substantial 
recovery to unsecured creditors after making a new “class skipping” law in the Third Circuit. Mr. 
Sandler has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America every year since 2013, and he is ranked 
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among Bankruptcy/Restructuring attorneys by Chambers USA. He regularly speaks on insolvency 
topics around the U.S. Mr. Sandler received his B.S. and M.B.A. at Drexel University and his J.D. at 
Temple University, where he served as executive editor of the Temple Environmental and Technologi-
cal Law Journal.

Stephen W. Sather is a shareholder and director of Barron & Newburger, P.C. in Austin, Texas. 
He is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification and the 
Texas Board of Legal Specialization. Mr. Sather serves on the Texas Board of Legal Specialization’s 
Bankruptcy Advisory Commission and on the board of the American Board of Certification. He is the 
author of A Texas Bankruptcy Lawyer’s Blog, stevesathersbankruptcynews.blogspot.com, and he has 
been named a Texas Super Lawyer in the area of Bankruptcy and Creditors Rights since 2006. Mr. 
Sather has authored multiple amicus briefs, and he has been a subchapter V trustee since February 
2020. He received his B.A. summa cum laude in 1983 from Texas Lutheran University and his J.D. 
with honors from the University of Texas Law School in 1986.

Prof. Alexandra Sickler is the Archie Unterseher Endowed Professor of Law at the University of 
North Dakota School of Law in Grand Forks, N.D., where she teaches contracts, bankruptcy and 
commercial law courses. Her scholarship focuses on the intersection of consumer finance and bank-
ruptcy laws. Before joining UND, Prof. Sickler was a trial attorney with the U.S. Trustee Program 
in Washington, D.C. While there, she litigated civil enforcement matters arising in consumer bank-
ruptcy cases and participated in the U.S. Trustee Program’s initiatives to monitor mortgage creditor 
conduct. Before that, Prof. Sickler practiced bankruptcy and complex commercial litigation in the 
Washington, D.C., office of Weil, Gotshal & Manges, LLP and clerked for Hon. S. Martin Teel, Jr. 
in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Columbia. Prof. Sickler received her B.A. from the 
College of William and Mary and her J.D. with high honors from The George Washington University 
Law School, where she was named to the Order of the Coif and was an articles editor for The George 
Washington International Law Review.

Hon. Sage M. Sigler is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Georgia in Atlanta, ap-
pointed in March 2018. She succeeded Hon. Mary Grace Diehl, for whom she clerked after graduat-
ing from law school. Prior to her appointment to the bench, Judge Sigler was a partner in Alston & 
Bird LLP’s Bankruptcy Group. She is an active member of ABI’s Board of Directors, NCBJ, IWIRC, 
TMA and the Bankruptcy Section of the Atlanta Bar Association, and she has been a volunteer pre-
senter for the Credit Abuse Resistance Education (CARE) program. Judge Sigler was an honoree in 
ABI’s inaugural class of “40 Under 40” in 2017. She received her B.A. in political science from the 
University of Florida in 2001 and her J.D. in 2006 from Emory University School of Law, where she 
was the executive symposium editor of the Emory Bankruptcy Developments Journal.

Camisha L. Simmons is the founder and managing member and principal of Simmons Legal PLLC 
in Dallas, which she founded after practicing in New York and Dallas for nearly eight years as an 
attorney with several large global law firms She has experience representing for-profit companies, 
nonprofit companies and political subdivisions in, among other legal matters, bankruptcy, corporate 
restructuring, creditors’ rights, business transactions and litigation. Ms. Simmons is listed in the 30th 
edition of The Best Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights/Insolvency and 
Reorganization Law. She also was selected by The National Black Lawyers, a professional and edu-
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cational organization comprised of an elite group of highly successful and influential African Ameri-
can lawyers in the U.S., for inclusion in its list of the top 100 African American attorneys in Texas, 
The National Black Lawyers Top 100 (2019-22). In 2018, Ms. Simmons was recognized as one of 
the Top 50 Women Lawyers in Dallas by the Texas Diversity Council, and in 2013, Texas Lawyer 
named her to its inaugural list of Legal Leaders on the Rise, which honors Texas’s 25 most promising 
lawyers under the age of 40 whose accomplishments distinguish them from their peers. In addition, 
she has been named a Texas Super Lawyer, Texas Rising Star, New York Metro Super Lawyer and 
New York Metro Rising Star by Super Lawyers, and as a Top 40 Under 40 attorney by National Black 
Lawyers. After graduating from law school, Ms. Simmons clerked for Hon. Mary F. Walrath in the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware. Prior to her legal career, she served on active 
duty in the U.S. Army from 1999-2003. Ms. Simmons received her B.B.A. from Campbell Univer-
sity, her M.Ed. from the University of Maryland, College Park and her M.B.A. and J.D. magna cum 
laude from Texas Tech University.

Donald L. Swanson is a shareholder with Koley Jessen P.C., L.L.O. in Omaha, Neb., and has been 
practicing bankruptcy law since 1980. He grew up on a livestock farm in Nebraska’s Sandhills, 
became Nebraska State FFA President (1973-74), and achieved FFA’s “American Farmer Degree.” 
During the 1980s farm crisis, Mr. Swanson represented debtors in more than 40 chapter 12 cases, 
achieving a confirmed plan and discharge in all but one. In Delaware’s $1.5 billion ethanol bank-
ruptcy (In re VeraSun), he held an ex officio seat on the creditors’ committee as counsel for the ad 
hoc committee of grain suppliers. Mr. Swanson is a subchapter V trustee in the District of Nebraska 
and serves on ABI’s Subchapter V Task Force, and he is a court-approved mediator for both the U.S. 
District and the U.S. Bankruptcy courts of Nebraska He also is a member of the Nebraska Delegation 
to the Uniform Law Commission and serves on its Drafting Committee for a uniform law on assign-
ments for benefit of creditors, is a court-approved mediator in both the U.S. District and Bankruptcy 
Courts of Nebraska, and is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of 
Certification. Mr. Swanson publishes a blog on bankruptcy and mediation topics at https://mediat-
bankry.com, and he is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell. In addition, he is a Fellow of the 
Nebraska State Bar Foundation, and he has served on the board for Legal Aid of Nebraska, providing 
free legal services to low-income Nebraskans, and on the board for Global Partners in Hope, which 
provides clean drinking water and medical centers in West Africa. In 2022, as a commissioner on the 
Uniform Law Commission (ULC), Mr. Swanson proposed that ULC study the need for a uniform law 
on assignments for benefit of creditors. That proposal was accepted, and he now serves on the ULC’s 
Drafting Committee on Assignments for Benefit of Creditors. Mr. Swanson has been recognized in 
The Best Lawyers in America and Super Lawyers. He received his A.A. from Grace University in 
1976, his B.S. in political science from the University of Nebraska - Omaha in 1977, and his J.D. 
from the University of Nebraska - Lincoln in 1980, where he was an associate editor of the Nebraska 
Law Review.

Lisa Bittle Tancredi is Of Counsel at Womble Bond Dickinson (US) LLP in Baltimore and Wilm-
ington, Del. She focuses her practice on restructuring, bankruptcy and creditors’ rights matters. Ms. 
Tancredi represents a wide range of clients, including financial institutions, funds, sureties, receivers, 
landlords, businesses, suppliers and contract counterparties, purchasers, and high-net-worth individu-
als, both inside and outside of bankruptcy court. In the syndicated loan arena, she works with agents 
and participating lenders to address distressed-debt facilities. Ms. Tancredi designs and leads regular 
seminars for local and national groups and has authored a number of articles and publications. She 
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co-authored ABI’s Navigating Banking in Bankruptcy: A Guidebook, which informs bankers and ad-
visors about the treatment of cash management and bank products in bankruptcy. She is also ranked 
as a leading lawyer for bankruptcy/restructuring in Maryland by Chambers USA and has been listed 
as a top-rated bankruptcy attorney in Baltimore by Super Lawyers since 2011. Ms. Tancredi’s back-
ground is in mechanical engineering, but she acquired her affinity for bankruptcy during a law school 
clerkship with the Office of the U.S. Trustee. Following law school, she clerked for the late Hon. 
James F. Schneider of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Maryland. Over the course of her 
more than 25 years of practice, Ms. Tancredi has appeared in bankruptcy courts around the country 
representing a broad spectrum of constituencies, from estate fiduciaries and governmental authorities 
to creditors and interested parties. She currently co-chairs ABI’s Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Workshop, 
is a member of the board of directors of IWIRC’s Greater Maryland Network, chairs the Maryland 
Bankruptcy Bar Association’s U.S. District Court Liaison Committee, is a commissioner on the Bal-
timore County Ethics Commission, is a member of the Severn Bank Women’s Advisory Board and 
is a member of the board of directors of the USS Landing Craft Infantry National Association. In 
addition, she is a past president of the Maryland Bankruptcy Bar Association and a former chair of 
the Maryland Local Bankruptcy Rules Committee. Ms. Tancredi received her B.S. in mechanical en-
gineering cum laude from Virginia Tech and her J.D. from the University of Maryland School of Law.

Hon. Deborah L. Thorne is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois in Chi-
cago, appointed on Oct. 22, 2015. Prior to joining the bench, she was a partner in the Chicago office 
of Barnes & Thornburg LLP, where she was a member of its Financial Insolvency and Restructuring 
Department. Her practice included the representation of creditors and other parties in insolvency 
proceedings, and she frequently served as a federal equity receiver in commodity fraud cases brought 
by the Commodity Futures Trading Commission. In addition, she co-chaired the Women’s Initiative 
for the firm. Judge Thorne is past chair of the Chicago Bar Association Bankruptcy and Restructur-
ing Committee and past chair of the Bankruptcy Committee for the Seventh Circuit Bar Association. 
She previously served as ABI’s Vice President-Communications and Information Technology and is 
the author of ABI’s The Preference Defense Handbook: The Circuits Divided and a co-author of its 
Interrupted! Understanding Bankruptcy’s Effects on Manufacturing Supply Chains. Judge Thorne is 
a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy. She served as Education Committee chair for the 
National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges from 2019-20 and as its president from 2021-22. Judge 
Thorne is included in The Best Lawyers in America in the area of bankruptcy and creditor/debtor 
rights law, is recognized as a Leading Lawyer in Illinois, and has been recognized by Illinois Super 
Lawyers every year since 2003. For seven years, she chaired Women Employed, a Chicago nonprofit 
policy organization focused on improving the lives of low-wage women through enhancing access 
to post-secondary education and improving job quality. Judge Thorne received her B.A. from Macal-
ester College, her M.A.T. from Duke University and her J.D. with honors from Illinois Institute of 
Technology Chicago-Kent College of Law.

Lisa A. Tracy is the deputy general counsel for the Executive Office for U.S. Trustees in Washington, 
D.C. She also serves as senior counsel to the director. Previously, Ms. Tracy served for two and a half 
years as a trial attorney in the U.S. Trustee Program’s Brooklyn field office. She joined the Depart-
ment of Justice in 2002 through the Attorney General’s Honors Program. Ms. Tracy was recognized 
with the Attorney General’s Award for Distinguished Service in 2011, 2013 and 2018. Prior to work-
ing for the Department, Ms. Tracy clerked for Hon. Lee M. Jackwig, Chief Bankruptcy Judge for the 
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Southern District of Iowa. She received her J.D. from American University’s Washington College of 
Law in 2001.

Elizabeth B. Vandesteeg, CIPP is a partner in the Financial Services & Restructuring Group at Lev-
enfeld Pearlstein, LLC in Chicago, where she focuses on identifying risk exposure and mitigating 
liability for clients, with a concentration in the areas of bankruptcy, creditors’ rights, commercial liti-
gation, and data security and privacy. She represents secured creditors, debtors, unsecured creditors, 
creditors’ committees, landlords and shareholders in bankruptcy courts throughout U.S., as well as 
clients in civil litigation in federal and state courts. She also advises clients on data security and data 
privacy compliance and regulatory issues. Ms. Vandesteeg is a Certified Information Privacy Profes-
sional for the U.S. Private Sector by the International Association of Privacy Professionals, and she 
advises clients on cybersecurity and privacy compliance and regulatory issues. She also guides cli-
ents in developing and implementing information security programs that are reasonable and appropri-
ate for their specific business needs and risks, as well as advising them in responding to data breaches, 
and was instrumental in launching the ABI Journal’s Cyber U column. Previously, Ms. Vandesteeg 
was with Sugar Felsenthal Grais & Helsinger LLP, where she was a partner and member of the firm’s 
Executive Committee. She also is a member of ABI’s 2017 inaugural class of “40 Under 40,” and sits 
on ABI’s Board of Directors. Ms. Vandesteeg received her B.A. from Columbia University and her 
J.D. from Boston College.

Hon. Mary F. Walrath is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Delaware in Wilmington, ap-
pointed in 1998. She served as Chief Bankruptcy Judge from 2003-08. Judge Walrath previously 
clerked for Hon. Emil F. Goldhaber, Chief Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, 
and was an attorney at Clark Ladner Fortenbaugh & Young in Philadelphia, concentrating in the areas 
of debtor/creditor rights and commercial litigation. In addition to speaking at numerous bankruptcy 
educational programs and panels throughout the country, Judge Walrath is a founding member and 
co-president of the Delaware Bankruptcy American Inn of Court, a member of the Delaware Chap-
ter of the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC), a member of 
ABI and a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy. She is also an editor of the Rutter Group 
Bankruptcy Practice Guide. Judge Walrath is active in the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges 
(NCBJ), having served on its Board of Governors from 2007-12, as secretary from 2013-14, as chair 
of its Education Committee from 2014-15 and as president from 2016-17. Judge Walrath served as 
an associate editor and then business manager of the American Bankruptcy Law Journal from 2009-
15. She also testified before the House Judiciary Committee on H.R. 1667, the Financial Institution 
Bankruptcy Act of 2017. Judge Walrath received her A.B. in history from Princeton University and 
earned her J.D. cum laude from Villanova University, where she was a member of the Villanova Law 
Review and was awarded the Order of the Coif.

Edward J. Walters is the chief strategy officer at vLex in Washington, D.C., and has more than 25 
years of experience in the legal publishing industry. He oversees the development and execution of 
the company’s global strategy, with a focus on product innovation, business development and licens-
ing. He also is a frequent author and keynote speaker. Previously, Mr. Walters was the co-founder 
and CEO of Fastcase, a pioneering legal publishing company that invented many of the modern tools 
for legal research, including results sorting, citation analysis, mobile apps and analytics for legal 
research. He led the company’s growth and expansion, securing multiple partnerships and acquisi-
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tions, and reaching more than 1.2 million subscribers. Mr. Walters has more than 10 years of teaching 
experience as an adjunct professor at Georgetown Law and at Cornell Law School, where he teaches 
The Law of Robots and The Law of Autonomous Vehicles. He holds nine legal tech patents and is 
the author of Data Driven Law (Taylor & Francis 2019) and a contributing author to Legal Informat-
ics (Cambridge 2021).Before founding Fastcase, he worked at Covington & Burling in Washington, 
D.C., and Brussels, where he advised Microsoft, Merck, SmithKline, the Business Software Alliance, 
the National Football League and the National Hockey League. His practice focused on corporate 
advisory work for software companies and sports leagues, and intellectual property litigation. From 
1996-97, Mr. Walters clerked for Hon. Emilio M. Garza on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth 
Circuit. He also worked in The White House from 1991-93 in the Office of Media Affairs and the 
Office of Presidential Speechwriting. Mr. Walters received his B.A. in government from Georgetown 
University and his J.D. from the University of Chicago Law School, where he served as an editor of 
The University of Chicago Law Review.

Jolene E. Wee, CIRA is the owner, managing director and founder of JW Infinity Consulting, LLC 
in New York, a financial advisory firm specialized in providing transaction advisory, interim manage-
ment, litigation consulting, and forensic accounting services to distressed companies and its stake-
holders. Using her mathematics and computer science background, she deploys large-scale data ana-
lytics to derive forward-looking business insights based on her professional training in accounting, 
finance and economics. Ms. Wee has served as an advisor to investors, fiduciaries, creditor commit-
tees, debtors, legal counsel, distressed companies, high-net-worth individuals, and public agencies 
on restructuring, bankruptcy, litigation, forensic, financing, merger and buyout matters. She has also 
performed fraudulent-transfer analyses and business valuations on bankruptcy litigation matters. Her 
case experience includes companies in the banking, e-commerce, financial services, health care, in-
surance, manufacturing, professional services, real estate and retail industries with revenues of up to 
$15B. Fluent in several Chinese and Southeast Asian languages, Ms. Wee was selected as a member 
of ABI’s 2020 “40 Under 40” class. In 2018, she was named Valuation Adviser of the Year by Finance 
Monthly Global Awards. Ms. Wee is a subchapter V trustee in Region 2, covering the Eastern and 
Southern Districts of New York, and Region 4, covering Maryland, the District of Columbia and the 
Eastern District of Virginia. She received her bachelor’s degrees in mathematics and business admin-
istration with a focus on finance from Berea College, and her M.B.A. from Miami University of Ohio.

Wayne P. Weitz, CTP is a senior managing director with B. Riley Advisory Services in New York 
and has more than 30 years of experience in turnaround management, financial and operational re-
structuring, bankruptcy, mergers and acquisitions, and complex bondholder litigation. His practice 
includes debtor and borrower advisory services, secured and unsecured creditor advisory services, 
offshore and cross-border insolvency, valuation, litigation support, and statutory and ad hoc commit-
tees. Mr. Weitz returned to B. Riley Advisory Services (formerly GlassRatner) after spending several 
years with other restructuring advisory and distressed investment banking firms. He originally joined 
the firm in 2008 and was one of the senior professionals who opened the firm’s initial New York office 
in 2009. During his turnaround and restructuring career, Mr. Weitz has focused on advising troubled 
companies and stakeholders in and out of bankruptcy in domestic and cross-border situations. Prior 
to becoming a restructuring professional, he held positions in the corporate sector, where his re-
sponsibilities included capital allocation, strategic planning, international acquisitions, valuation of 
potential acquisitions, and investments and deal execution. He began his career as an investment 
banker and has completed nearly 100 acquisitions, dispositions and capital formation transactions. 
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Mr. Weitz is co-chair of ABI’s Complex Financial Restructuring Program and is a former co-chair 
of ABI’s Financial Advisors and Investment Banking Committee. He is a board member of the New 
York chapter of the Turnaround Management Association, where he also serves as Membership Com-
mittee co-chair. Mr. Weitz received his B.A. in economics and politics from Brandeis University and 
his M.B.A. in finance and accounting from the University of Chicago Booth School of Business. He 
has also earned his Intermediate Sommelier Certification from the National Wine School.

Keith Wojcieszek is global head of Threat Intelligence in Kroll, LLC’s Cyber Risk practice in Wash-
ington, D.C. He joined Kroll from the U.S. Secret Service, where he served with distinction for 15 
years. Mr. Wojcieszek founded and leads Kroll’s Cyber Threat Intelligence program, manages a wide 
range of cybercrime, data-loss and incident-response investigations, and is a trusted advisor to clients 
involved in compliance-related or sensitive local and global cybersecurity matters. He also has experi-
ence working with international stakeholders on complex transnational investigations and initiatives. 
From 2012-2016, Mr. Wojcieszek was an integral member of protection details for the president, 
vice president, Homeland Security Advisor to Terrorism and Presidential Chief of Staff. Earlier, from 
2012-15, he was with the Counter Assault Team in the Special Operations Division, which often in-
volved coordinating security in varying international environments for the USSS protective mission 
and incorporated multiple U.S. federal agencies, local law enforcement and foreign government per-
sonnel. Earlier in his career, Mr. Wojcieszek led several domestic and global investigations working 
with the U.S. Department of Justice Computer Crime and Intellectual Property Section (CCIPS) and 
Office of International Affairs (OIA). From 2004-10, he managed the Electronic Crimes Task Force 
in support of all electronic crime investigations, computer forensic examinations and cell phone data 
extraction in the Louisville Field Office District. In this role, he also established the operation of a 
forensic laboratory, provided expert testimony in multiple state and federal cases, and coordinated 
training for USSS agents, local law enforcement and industry representatives. A noted authority on 
cyber and intelligence-related topics, Mr. Wojcieszek has served as a certified expert witness in court 
proceedings and is frequently asked to speak at public and private conferences, webinars and panel 
discussions. He received his B.S. in criminal justice from the State university of New York at Buffalo, 
and his Cyber Security Certificate from Rutgers University.

Lawrence E. Young is a partner and managing director with AlixPartners, LLP in Houston and has 
led multinational companies through mergers, acquisitions, divestitures and restructuring crises. He 
has 25 years of experience in senior corporate management and has assisted companies around the 
world, including in Europe, South America and the Middle East in a variety of roles, including CEO, 
CFO and CRO. Previously, Mr. Young was a senior manager with Deloitte and a financial analyst 
with Chrysler Corp. He received his B.A. in economics and computational math in 1984 from De-
Pauw University and his M.B.A. in accounting and finance from the University of Pennsylvania’s 
Wharton School of Business.


