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Timothy J. Anzenberger is a partner with Adams and Reese LLP in Ridgeland, Miss., and is a com-
mercial and bankruptcy litigator, pursuing the interests of financial institutions and other creditors in 
bankruptcy cases and litigating on their behalf in state and federal courts. He also is an experienced 
appellate litigator in financial-services cases, handling all stages of an appeal — from post-trial mo-
tions through oral argument. Mr. Anzenberger’s experience includes representing lenders in com-
mercial restructuring and bankruptcy cases, defending preference actions, defending lender-liability 
claims, prosecuting objections to discharge, pursuing fraudulent transfers and defending creditors in 
adversary proceedings. He is an active ABI member and frequently writes for the ABI Journal and 
its committee newsletters. He also currently co-chairs ABI’s Ethics and Professional Compensation 
Committee and sits on the advisory board for the ABI’s Southeast Bankruptcy Workshop. As part of 
his appellate practice, Mr. Anzenberger is a member of the Pro Bono Appellate Programs for the U.S. 
Courts of Appeals for the Fifth and Ninth Circuits. Prior to entering private practice, he clerked for 
Presiding Justice Jess H. Dickinson of the Mississippi Supreme Court and served as a legal extern 
in the Staff Attorney’s Office of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit. Mr. Anzenberger re-
ceived his B.A. in 2007 in political science from Noth Carolina State University and his J.D. summa 
cum laude in 2011 from Mississippi College School of Law, where he served as an executive editor 
of the Mississippi College Law Review and was active on the Moot Court Board, for which he was 
a National Champion and won Best Brief at the 2011 Andrews Kurth Moot Court National Cham-
pionship. He also won Best Oral Advocate at the Ruby R. Vale Corporate Moot Court Competition 
and was a finalist at the Elliot Cup Bankruptcy Competition, and he received Best Paper Awards in 
Antitrust Law, Law and Economics, Criminal Law, Secured Transactions, Legal Writing and Capital 
Punishment Law.

Darren T. Azman is a restructuring partner in the New York office of McDermott Will & Emery 
and a member of the firm’s Management Committee. He was lead counsel to the unsecured credi-
tors’ committee in the first U.S. crypto chapter 11 case, Cred Inc., and is currently leading the firm’s 
representation of the Cred Liquidation Trust in pursuing recoveries of lost and stolen cryptocurrency 
around the world. Mr. Azman’s clients also include private-equity sponsors, troubled companies, 
official creditors’ committees, financial and strategic purchasers of distressed assets, and other con-
stituents in connection with in-court and out-of-court restructurings. In addition, he has restructuring 
experience in the fields of energy, manufacturing, health care, technology, maritime and transporta-
tion and cross-border restructurings, including insolvency proceedings in Brazil, Germany, Japan and 
Korea. Mr. Azman acts as a trusted advisor to emerging companies by helping them navigate a wide 
range of business and legal issues, including capital-formation, licensing, developing and leveraging 
intellectual property, strategic alliances, regulatory compliance, employee and labor matters, litiga-
tion and general corporate matters. During law school, he took a leave of absence to start a health care 
technology company in New York, which still exists today. His clients include emerging companies 
in the technology, health care, energy, blockchain, cryptocurrency, telecommunications and media 
space. Mr. Azman was honored as a member of ABI’s 2021 class of “40 Under 40” and has been 
recognized in The American Lawyer as Litigator of the Week Runner-Up (February 2021), The Best 
Lawyers in America as one of the “Ones to Watch” for Bankruptcy and Debtor Credit Rights/Insol-
vency and Reorganization Law for 2021, and Turnarounds & Workouts as a 2021 Outstanding Young 
Restructuring Lawyer. He also was part of the team that won the ABI Asset Sales Committee’s Asset 
Sale of the Year for his work as lead debtor’s counsel in In re Agera Energy. Mr. Azman received his 
B.S. magna cum laude from Bentley University and his J.D. cum laude from Georgetown University 
Law Center.
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Hon. Janet S. Baer is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois in Chicago, ap-
pointed on March 5, 2012. She also acts on a regular basis as the presiding judge in the Northern Dis-
trict of Illinois for naturalization ceremonies. Previously, Judge Baer was a restructuring lawyer for 
more than 25 years and was involved in some of the most significant chapter 11 bankruptcy cases in 
the country. The majority of her practice focused on the representation of large, publicly held debtors in 
both restructuring and chapter 11 matters, and she also represented companies in commercial litigation 
matters, including lender liability, fraud, breach of contract and breach of fiduciary duty. Prior to form-
ing her own firm in 2009, Judge Baer was a partner at Kirkland & Ellis LLP, Winston & Strawn and 
Schwartz, Cooper, Greenberger & Krauss. She is a member of the ABI Board of Directors, the CARE 
National and Chicago Advisory Boards, and the Chicago IWIRC Network Board, as well as several 
committees. She also is chair of the NCBJ 2023 Education Committee and a frequent speaker for ABI, 
TMA, the Chicago Bar Association, IWIRC and NCBJ, and she regularly acts as the presiding judge 
for the Northern District of Illinois in naturalization ceremonies. Judge Baer earned her B.A. from the 
University of Wisconsin - Madison and her J.D. from DePaul College of Law.

January M. Bailey is a shareholder at Prelle Eron & Bailey in Wichita, Kan., where she focuses pri-
marily on bankruptcy matters. She obtained her first job after law school by talking about the movie 
Office Space and the red stapler that her future boss had on his desk; the job involved bankruptcy 
practice, and since that time, she has been actively involved in the local and state bankruptcy com-
munities. Ms. Bailey currently serves on the District of Kansas Bankruptcy Bench Bar Committee 
and as chair for the local (Wichita) bankruptcy practice committee, both of which she has done for 
the last several years. She was named a “Rising Star” in bankruptcy by Super Lawyers in 2019 and 
was selected to participate in NCBJ’s NextGen program in 2018. Ms. Bailey is the editor of ABI’s 
Best of ABI 2021: The Year in Consumer Bankruptcy, and she is Board Certified in Consumer Bank-
ruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification. She received her B.S. in business administration 
and B.A. in French from the University of Kansas, and her M.B.A. and J.D. from the University of 
Cincinnati.

Alexandra S. Barrage is a partner with Davis Wright Tremaine LLP in Washington, D.C. She lever-
ages her years of legal and policymaking experience with the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 
(FDIC), as well as over a decade advising clients in the private sector on corporate bankruptcy mat-
ters, to provide financial institutions and technology companies with strategic advice on bank regula-
tory and enforcement matters, third-party risk management, bankruptcy, digital assets, and related 
legislative and regulatory developments. Ms. Barrage is a frequent speaker on banking, bankruptcy 
and digital asset issues, and she has been quoted in American Banker, Bloomberg Law, Coindesk, 
Risk, TruthDAO and CoinTelegraph. She co-leads the firm’s Crypto Working and Fintech Women 
Groups. She also is actively involved with several industry organizations in responding to bank regu-
latory, central bank digital currency and crypto developments, and she has provided technical assis-
tance to congressional staff on developing digital asset legislation. During her time as an associate 
director with the FDIC, Ms. Barrage served as the Division of Complex Institution Supervision and 
Resolution’s lead regulatory policy expert, focusing on U.S. and global regulatory issues impacting 
systemically important banking institutions. She worked closely with Federal Reserve staff on reso-
lution plan rules, related guidance and feedback letters, and also supported interagency operational 
resilience work. Her role included engaging directly with banking institutions and trade associations, 
coordinating with supervisory colleagues on bank engagements, FDIC and interagency rule imple-
mentation, and providing technical assistance to congressional staff. Ms. Barrage received her B.A. 
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cum laude in 1997 from Williams College and her J.D. in 2000 from Georgetown University Law 
Center, where she was a member of the Barrister’s Council and served on the Georgetown Immigra-
tion Law Journal.

Hon. Lisa G. Beckerman is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge, sworn in on Feb. 26, 2021. From May 1999 
until she was appointed to the bench, she was a partner in the financial restructuring group at Akin 
Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP. From September 1989 until May 1999, she was an associate and 
then a partner in the bankruptcy group at Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP. Prior to her appoint-
ment, Judge Beckerman served as a co-chair of the Executive Committee of UJA-Federation of New 
York’s Bankruptcy and Reorganization Group, as co-chair and as a member of the Advisory Board 
of ABI’s New York City Bankruptcy Conference, and as a member of ABI’s Board of Directors of 
from 2013-19. She is a Fellow and a member of the board of directors of the American College of 
Bankruptcy and a member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges (NCBJ) and the 2021 
NCBJ Education Committee. She also is a member of the Dean’s Advisory Board for Boston Uni-
versity School of Law. Judge Beckerman received her A.B. from University of Chicago in 1984, her 
M.B.A. from the University of Texas in 1986 and her J.D. from Boston University in 1989.

Don A. Beskrone is a director in Ashby & Geddes’ Bankruptcy and Insolvency group in Wilming-
ton, Del. For more than 35 years, he has practiced bankruptcy law in several jurisdictions, includ-
ing Delaware, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, New York and Arizona. Prior to joining Ashby & Geddes 
in 2003, Mr. Beskrone was a trial attorney with the Office of the U.S. Trustee in Region 3. He is 
currently a chapter 7 panel trustee in Delaware. Mr. Beskrone received his B.A. in 1981 from the 
University of South Florida and his J.D. in 1985 from Rutgers University School of Law - Camden.

Hon. Hannah L. Blumenstiel is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of California 
in San Francisco. Prior to her appointment on Feb. 11, 2013, Judge Blumenstiel was an associate 
(2003-08) and then a partner (2008-12) with Winston & Strawn LLP, where she focused her prac-
tice on creditors’ rights litigation in state and federal court, including bankruptcy court. From 2001 
to 2003, Judge Blumenstiel was an associate with Murphy Sheneman Julian & Rogers LLP, where 
she represented debtors, creditors and trustees in bankruptcy cases and adversary proceedings. She 
served as a law clerk to Hon. Charles M. Caldwell of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern 
District of Ohio (Eastern Division) from 1998 to 2001, and from 1997-98, she represented the State 
of Ohio’s interests in bankruptcy cases as an assistant attorney general with the Revenue Recovery 
Section of the Ohio Attorney General’s Office. Judge Blumenstiel sits on ABI’s Board of Directors 
and serves as an Executive Editor of the ABI Journal. She received her J.D. from Capital University 
Law School in 1997 while working full-time for the Columbus Bar Association as director of its pro 
bono initiative, “Lawyers for Justice,” and her B.A. from Ohio State University in 1992.

Michael A. Brandess is a partner with Husch Blackwell LLP in Chicago, where his practice touches 
on all areas of corporate restructurings, crisis management, and transactions involving financial dis-
tress. He routinely counsels debtors, creditors, asset-purchasers, assignees, creditors’ committees and 
trustees, among others, who require sound judgment and a deep knowledge of how to navigate the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Code. Mr. Brandess has represented numerous businesses, their owners, employ-
ees, bankruptcy committees and creditor trustees across multiple industries, including construction, 
agriculture, retail, restaurants and manufacturing. He frequently writes and speaks on issues pertain-
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ing to financial distress, family business and entrepreneurship. In 2021, Mr. Brandess was honored as 
one of ABI’s “40 Under 40,” and he was a contributing editor and co-author of the ABI’s Chapter 12 
from A to Z treatise. His articles have twice been published on the cover of the ABI Journal, includ-
ing the May 2022 issue, which featured “Getting Personal: Acquiring PII Out of Bankruptcy.” Mr. 
Brandess received his J.D. magna cum laude from the University of Illinois College of Law.

Jason S. Brookner is a partner with Gray Reed & McGraw, P.C. in Dallas and is the firm’s Bank-
ruptcy Practice Group Leader. He focuses his practice on advising debtors, buyers, creditors, trustees, 
committees, lenders and other constituents in all aspects of distressed, insolvency and restructuring 
scenarios. Mr. Brookner has worked on complex cases in many industries, including oil and gas, 
manufacturing, distribution, health care, poultry and meat processing, metals trading and restaurants 
(including fast casual and quick-service). He has been listed in Chambers & Partners USA as one 
of the leading bankruptcy/restructuring lawyers in Texas every year since 2005, and he recently was 
recognized for his important role in the Life Partners Holdings, Inc. case, which was named the 2017 
“Turnaround of the Year” in the large company category by the Turnaround Management Associa-
tion. Mr. Brookner received his B.A. from the University of New York at Binghamton and his J.D. 
from Hofstra University School of Law, where he was the articles editor of the Hofstra Property Law 
Journal.

Hon. Kevin J. Carey is a partner in Hogan Lovells US LLP’s Business Restructuring and Insolvency 
practice in Philadelphia and is a retired bankruptcy judge. He also is ABI’s President and represents 
both companies and creditors in domestic and cross-border bankruptcy proceedings. Judge Carey was 
first appointed to the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania in 2001, then in 
2005 began service on the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware (serving as chief judge 
from 2008-11). During that time, he authored more than 200 reported decisions, issued important rul-
ings on key issues such as valuation, fiduciary duties and other complex chapter 11 and confirmation 
issues, and presided over such high-profile cases as Exide Technologies, Tribune Co. and New Centu-
ry Financial. Judge Carey was the first judge to serve as global chair of the Turnaround Management 
Association and is an honorary member of the Turnaround, Restructuring and Distressed Investing 
Hall of Fame, as well as a Distinguished Fellow of the Association of Insolvency & Restructuring 
Advisors. In addition, he is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and a member of the 
International Insolvency Institute, as well as a contributing author to Collier on Bankruptcy. He also 
is a part-time adjunct professor in the LL.M. in Bankruptcy program at St. John’s University School 
of Law in New York City. Judge Carey began his legal career in 1979 clerking for Bankruptcy Judge 
Thomas M. Twardowski, then served as clerk of court of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern 
District of Pennsylvania. He received his B.A. in 1976 from Pennsylvania State University and his 
J.D. in 1979 from Villanova University School of Law.

Andrea Chase is a partner with Spencer Fane LLP in Kansas City, Mo., where she represents secured 
and unsecured creditors and bankruptcy trustees in bankruptcy and nonbankruptcy insolvency pro-
ceedings such as receiverships and foreclosure proceedings, out-of-court workouts and restructurings, 
and other related insolvency matters. She currently serves on the advisory board for the Midwestern 
Bankruptcy Institute, an annual program jointly sponsored by ABI and the University of Missouri-
Kansas City, and she serves on the board of the Kansas City Bankruptcy Bar Association. Ms. Chase 
is a 2021 honoree of ABI’s “40 Under 40” program. She received her Bachelor’s degree summa cum 
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laude in business administration and government & international affairs from Augustana College, 
and her J.D. with highest distinction from the University of Iowa College of Law, where she served 
as a managing editor for the Iowa Law Review, was a member of the Pro Bono Society and earned 
a Boyd Service Award. During law school, she externed for Chief Judge Thad Collins of the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District of Iowa.

Hon. Scott C. Clarkson is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Central District of California in Santa 
Ana and Riverside, appointed on Jan. 20, 2011, and has also sat on the Ninth Circuit Bankruptcy Ap-
pellate Panel. Prior to his appointment, Judge Clarkson practiced bankruptcy law and bankruptcy lit-
igation for more than 20 years in Los Angeles, and he served as chair of the Los Angeles County Bar 
Association’s Commercial Law and Bankruptcy Section from 2008-09, and on the board of direc-
tors of the Los Angeles Bankruptcy Forum and the Los Angeles Financial Lawyers Conference. He 
also previously served as judicial chair of the California Bankruptcy Forum, on the advisory board 
of ABI’s Bankruptcy Battleground West, and for the Association of Insolvency and Restructuring 
Advisors’ National Conference. Judge Clarkson has served as co-chair of the Legislative Commit-
tee of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, and he is currently a member of the ABI Task 
Force on Veterans and Servicemembers Affairs. He has also served on the board of directors of the 
Orange County Federal Bar Association and the Orange County Bankruptcy Forum. Judge Clarkson 
was admitted to the bars of Virginia, the District of Columbia and California. He was admitted to the 
bar of the U.S. Supreme Court in 1988. Beginning in January 1977, Judge Clarkson was a legislative 
assistant to a U.S. Congressman serving on the Judiciary Committee of the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives, where he was a direct observer and participant in the drafting of the Bankruptcy Code 
of 1978. He also served on the first board of advisors for the Norton Annual Survey of Bankruptcy 
Law (1979). Judge Clarkson has served as a judicial mediator in various cases over the last 12 years, 
including Exide Technologies, Inc. (Delaware), Ruby’s Diners (Los Angeles), Eagen Avenatti, LLC 
(Orange County) and the City of San Bernardino, California (San Bernardino). He has presided over 
dozens of other judicial mediations over his career. Judge Clarkson received his undergraduate de-
gree from Indiana University in Bloomington in 1979 and his J.D. from George Mason University 
School of Law in 1982, where he was a member and an editor of its law review.

Prof. Andrea Coles-Bjerre is associate professor of law and faculty director of the Business Law 
Program at the University of Oregon School of Law in Eugene, where she teaches and writes in the 
fields of bankruptcy and civil procedure, often using insights from cognitive linguistics to critique 
legal rules and the process of judicial decisionmaking. She received the Orlando J. Hollis Award for 
Excellence in Teaching. After finishing law school, Prof. Coles-Bjerre clerked for two years for U.S. 
Bankruptcy Judge Jerome Feller of the Eastern District of New York and practiced for six years with 
the law firm of Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy in New York, where she was the lead associate 
in a variety of complex chapter 11 and other insolvency matters, including the representation of an 
investor group that acquired New York City’s Rockefeller Center, and the institutional noteholders 
in the reorganization of the Phar-Mor chain of drugstores (one of history’s more notorious bank-
ruptcy fraud cases). She has been a member of the Oregon faculty since 1996. Prof. Coles-Bjerre is 
a peer reviewer for the American Bankruptcy Law Journal and has been a visiting faculty member at 
Brooklyn Law School. She is a member of the Executive Committee of the AALS Section on Law 
and Interpretation. Prof. Coles-Bjerre received her B.A. magna cum laude from Barnard College in 
1984 and her J.D. from Brooklyn Law School in 1987.
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Bodie B. Colwell is Of Counsel with Preti, Flaherty, Beliveau & Pachios, Chtd., LLP in Portland, 
Maine, and represents businesses in financial distress both in and out of court. She also helps banks 
and businesses recover money owed to them. Ms. Colwell represents chapter 7 trustees of corporate 
and consumer debtors in the liquidation of assets and litigation matters, buyers of assets in bank-
ruptcy, and distressed health care businesses in out-of-court workouts and liquidations. She also 
represents lenders in commercial and consumer matters and creditors in matters involving prefer-
ence and fraudulent transfer avoidance claims. Ms. Colwell is an emerging leader in bankruptcy and 
restructuring. She has authored articles for the ABI Journal and is actively engaged in ABI commit-
tees, serving as Education Director for its Young and New Members Committee. In addition, she is 
a member of the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC) and is 
the first New England-area attorney to be named as a semi-finalist for the IWIRC Rising Star Award. 
Ms. Colwell received her B.A. in 2004 from the University of Southern Maine and her J.D. cum 
laude from the University of Maine School of Law.

Hon. Rebecca B. Connelly is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Virginia in Harri-
sonburg, appointed in July 2012. Before joining the bench, she was the Standing Chapter 13 Trustee 
and Chapter 12 Trustee for the Western District of Virginia, and prior to that was in private practice 
in Virginia and in Washington, D.C. Judge Connelly is chair of the Judicial Conference Advisory 
Committee on the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure. As a member of the National Conference 
of Bankruptcy Judges, she formerly chaired the NCBJ Federal Rules Advisory Committee. Judge 
Connelly is an adjunct professor of law at Washington and Lee University School of Law (teaching 
bankruptcy). She also is a conferee in the National Bankruptcy Conference and a frequent speaker 
for Virginia CLE, an author of two chapters of Bankruptcy Practice in Virginia (2004, reprinted 
2008, and revised and reprinted 2016), and an active member of ABI since 1994. Judge Connelly has 
served as a contributing editor and a features author for the ABI Journal, and she has been a mem-
ber of ABI’s Consumer Bankruptcy Committee, as well as a speaker at its Annual Spring Meeting, 
Winter Leadership Conference, and regional conferences, including Views from the Bench. She also 
serves on the advisory board and volunteers for Credit Abuse Resistance Education. Judge Connelly 
formerly served on the board and as a volunteer for Rockbridge Area Hospice. She received her B.A. 
in 1985 from the University of Maryland and her J.D. in 1988 from Washington & Lee University 
School of Law.

Brianne deSellier, CPA is a partner in Crowe LLP’s Washington National Tax Office in Miami, and 
has a deep specialization in M&A, debt restructuring and Subchapter C/consolidated return regula-
tions. She is admitted to the Florida Bar and provides regular industry thought leadership through 
speaking at conferences, publishing articles, and participating in the drafting of comment letters 
involving corporate/consolidated tax issues. Ms. deSellier is an active member of the American Bar 
Association’s Tax Section and currently sits on the AICPA’s Corporations and Shareholders Techni-
cal Resource Panel. She has also appeared as a network TV legal and business analyst with her com-
mentary featured on major networks including CNN, HLN, ITV, “ABC World News” and “Good 
Morning America.” Ms. deSelliers received her Bachelor’s degree in accounting from the University 
of Miami, her J.D. from St. Thomas University in Miami and her LL.M. in taxation from New York 
University. She graduated in the top 1% of her law school class (summa cum laude) and was named 
salutatorian of her graduating class.
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Marguerite Lee DeVoll is a partner in Watt, Tieder, Hoffar & Fitzgerald, LLP’ s Creditors’ Rights, 
Bankruptcy and Insolvency Practice in Mc Lean, Va. Her practice focuses on business restructurings, 
bankruptcy and creditors’ rights, as well as complex commercial disputes in state and federal courts 
across the U.S. She has handled complex chapter 11 cases and out-of-court workouts involving a 
variety of industries, including real estate, hospitality and services, education and construction. Ms. 
DeVoll has represented creditors in corporate and individual chapter 7, 11 and 13 cases. In addition, 
she frequently represents commercial landlords and national retail tenants in commercial real prop-
erty and bankruptcy litigation, sureties and creditors who must protect their rights in connection with 
construction and other types of real estate related loans and other types of obligations that are either 
in default or at risk of default. She also has experience defending fraudulent transfer and preference 
actions. Ms. DeVoll previously clerked for Hon. William R. Sawyer of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court 
for the Middle District of Alabama from 2010-12. She received her B.A. with distinction from the 
University of Virginia and her J.D. from Emory School of Law, where she served as editor-in-chief 
of the Emory Bankruptcy Developments Journal.

Hon. Mary Grace Diehl is a retired U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Georgia in 
Atlanta, appointed in February 2004 and retired in 2018. She is currently serving on recall status. 
Prior to taking the bench, Judge Diehl was a partner in the litigation section of Troutman Sanders 
LLP and chaired its Bankruptcy Practice Group. During her years in private practice, she was consis-
tently named in The Best Lawyers in America and Chambers US: America’s Leading Business Law-
yers. Judge Diehl is a past president of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, and serves 
on the Boards of Directors of ABI, the Turnaround Management Association and IWIRC. She is also 
a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and formerly served as vice president of its board 
of directors; she has also served on the boards of ABI, the Turnaround Management Association 
and the International Women In Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC). Judge Diehl received the 
Woman of the Year in Restructuring Award in 2008 from IWIRC (International Women in Restruc-
turing Confederation), the David W. Pollard award for professionalism from the Atlanta Bar in 2013 
and the Atlanta Bar Woman of Achievement Award in 2017, and she is a regular speaker at CLE 
programs. She served as a trustee of Canisius College from 2008-14 and received the outstanding 
alumni contributor award from Canisius in 2013. She has been an adjunct professor of law at Emory 
Law School and is a frequent speaker at national, regional and local educational programs. Judge 
Diehl received her B.A. summa cum laude from Canisius College in Buffalo, N.Y., and her J.D. cum 
laude from Harvard Law School.

Daniel F. Dooley, CTP is a principal and CEO at MorrisAnderson in Chicago, where he man-
ages the firm’s distressed business consulting practice. He has a national reputation in turnaround 
management, operations improvement, debt restructuring and assuming C-level positions for cli-
ents. Mr. Dooley is a frequent speaker at industry conferences and a regular published author for 
industry periodicals. He has served multi-year terms on the board of directors of both the Turn-
around Management Association (TMA), for which he served as preisdent of its Chicago chapter, 
and ABI. Mr. Dooley has planned and implemented significant financial improvements for clients 
in many industries, including aerospace, agriculture, automotive, capital equipment, distribution, 
food, health care, metals, oil and gas, restaurants and transportation. Prior to joining MorrisAnder-
son in 1997, he served as an executive with several Fortune 500 manufacturers, including Illinois 
Tool Works (ITW), an industrial manufacturer, and Allied Signal, an automotive electronics and 
aerospace manufacturer. He has served on board of directors and been a key advisor to small and 
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large corporations and nonprofit organizations. Mr. Dooley has successfully managed numerous 
projects for middle-market companies and assumed dozens of interim-management positions as an 
independent director, CEO, CRO and CFO for client companies nationwide. During his career, he 
has negotiated numerous transactions involving debt-restructuring, supplier accommodations and 
business sales. Mr. Dooley specializes in the development and implementation of cost-reduction and 
restructuring plans, as well as restructuring negotiations between companies and their creditors. He 
educates company ownership and management on realistic business plans, implementation of cost 
and liquidity improvements, and effective end-game strategies for clients. He also collaborates with 
management on issues related to turnaround, restructuring plans and business sales. Mr. Dooley has 
achieved results for companies in the automotive, aerospace, agriculture, capital equipment, met-
als, healthc are, transportation, food, distribution, oil and gas, and real estate industries. He is also 
a contributing author to The Chief Restructuring Officer’s Guide to Bankruptcy: Views fom Leading 
Insolvency Professionals (ABI 2013). Mr. Dooley received his B.B.A. and M.B.A. in finance at the 
Carlson School of Management from the University of Minnesota in Minneapolis.

Shari I. Dwoskin is a partner in Brown Rudnick LLP’s Bankruptcy & Corporate Restructuring 
Practice Group in Boston. She represents creditors’ committees, tort victims, bondholders, equity 
interest-holders, and debtors in chapter 11 restructurings and litigation arising from related dis-
putes, as well as out-of-court wind-downs. Ms. Dwoskin has experience managing many facets 
of the restructuring process in some of the largest recent bankruptcy cases, including negotiating 
restructuring support agreements, plans and DIPs; plan-confirmation trials; valuation; avoidance ac-
tions; bankruptcy auctions; the claims-resolution process; and related motion practice and litigation. 
She also regularly consults with Brown Rudnick’s Corporate, Intellectual Property and Real Estate 
Groups on bankruptcy-related matters. Ms. Dwoskin co-chairs the New England Network of the 
International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC) and was named an Up 
and Coming Lawyer by Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly in 2021. She received her B.A. in 2002 from 
McGill University, her M.A. in 2006 from Harvard University and her J.D. in 2014 from Harvard 
University, where she was editor-in-chief of the American Criminal Law Review and was a member 
of the Georgetown Law Barristers’ Council, Appellate Advocacy Division.

Rosa J. Evergreen is a partner in the Washington, D.C., office of Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer 
LLP in its Bankruptcy and Restructuring group. She has experience in all aspects of bankruptcy and 
corporate restructuring, including complex chapter 11 cases, asset dispositions and bankruptcy litiga-
tion, as well as out-of-court restructurings and receivership cases. Ms. Evergreen has been involved in 
bankruptcy cases in a wide range of industries across the country, including financial services, retail, 
real estate, environmental, oil and gas, hospitality and health care, among others. She is active in many 
bankruptcy-related professional organizations, including ABI, the International Women’s Insolvency 
& Restructuring Confederation and Turnaround Management Association. Ms. Evergreen has been 
recognized in Chambers USA, The Best Lawyers in America, Washington, DC Super Lawyers and 
Washingtonian Magazine. She was named one of 12 “Outstanding Young Restructuring Lawyers” by 
Turnarounds & Workouts for 2017, and she was named as one of ABI’s “40 under 40” emerging lead-
ers for 2018. Ms. Evergreen maintains an active pro bono practice and received the DC Bar’s Laura 
N. Rinaldi Pro Bono Lawyer of the Year Award for 2018. Prior to joining Arnold & Porter, she was a 
law clerk to Hon. Stephen C. St. John of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of Virginia. 
Ms. Evergreen received her B.A. from Georgetown University and her M.B.A. and J.D. from William 
& Mary.
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Kenneth R. Feinberg is a practitioner with Law Offices of Kenneth R. Feinberg, PC in Washington, 
D.C., and is one of the nation’s leading experts in alternative dispute resolution. He is currently the 
court-appointed mediator in both the Imerys/Cyprus talc bankruptcy in Delaware, and the Honx 
asbestos bankruptcy in Texas. He also is the voluntary mediator in the Georgia Pacific/Bestwall 
bankruptcy in North Carolina. Mr. Feinberg was co-mediator in the successful Owens Illinois/Pad-
dock asbestos bankruptcy proceeding in North Carolina. He recently served as the court-appointed 
mediator in both the successful Purdue and Mallinckrodt opioid bankruptcies in the Southern Dis-
trict of New York and Delaware. Mr. Feinberg previously served as Special Master of the 9/11 
Victim Compensation Fund, the Department of Justice Victims of State-Sponsored Terrorism Fund, 
the Department of Justice Boeing 737 Max Crash Victim Beneficiaries Compensation Fund, the 
Department of the Treasury’s TARP Executive Compensation Program and the Treasury’s Private 
Multiemployer Pension Reform program. In 2010, he was appointed by the Obama Administration 
to oversee compensation of victims of the Deepwater Horizon oil rig explosion and BP oil spill in 
the Gulf of Mexico. He also served as administrator of the New York State Dioceses’ Independent 
Reconciliation and Compensation Funds, the One Orlando Fund, the GM Ignition Switch Compen-
sation Program, and One Fund Boston Compensation Program arising out of the Boston Marathon 
bombings. He previously served as the court-appointed Settlement Master in the Fiat/Chrysler Die-
sel Emissions class action settlement in San Francisco, and the GM ignition compensation claims 
resolution facility. Mr. Feinberg has been appointed mediator and arbitrator in thousands of complex 
disputes over the past 40 years. He received his B.A. cum laude in 1967 from the University of Mas-
sachusetts and his J.D. in 1970 from New York University School of Law, where he served as articles 
editor of its law review.

Prof. Pamela Foohey is a professor of law at Indiana University at Bloomington Maurer School 
of Law, where her research centers on bankruptcy, commercial law and consumer law. Her work 
primarily involves empirical studies of bankruptcy and related parts of the legal system, combin-
ing quantitative and qualitative, interview-based research. Prof. Foohey is a co-investigator on the 
Consumer Bankruptcy Project, a long-term research project studying persons who file bankruptcy. 
The results of this research have been featured in top media outlets, including The New York Times, 
Financial Times, NPR, U.S. News & World Report and The Washington Post. Prof. Foohey’s work 
in business bankruptcy focuses on nonprofit entities, with a particular emphasis on how churches 
and other religious organizations use bankruptcy. The results of this research likewise have been 
featured in media outlets such as Bloomberg, CBS News “Moneywatch” and “Reveal.” She has as-
sisted members of Congress and federal and state agencies in the areas of bankruptcy and consumer 
credit. Prof. Foohey also is a contributor to the blog Credit Slips, a discussion on credit, finance and 
bankruptcy. She is the past chair of several Association of American Law Schools (AALS) sections 
(Commercial and Consumer Law, Creditors’ and Debtors’ Rights, Law and the Social Sciences, and 
Real Estate Transactions), and she is on the executive committees of several other AALS Sections. 
Prof. Foohey is a co-organizer of the Law & Society Association’s Household Finance CRN, serves 
on the editorial advisory board of the Law & Society Review, and recently completed a three-year ap-
pointment to the editorial advisory board of the American Bankruptcy Law Journal, a peer-reviewed 
academic law review published by the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges. She also is an 
active member of ABI and has served as part of the ABI Diversity Working Group since its forma-
tion. In 2019, the ABI named her a “40 Under 40” Emerging Leader in Insolvency Practice. Prof. 
Foohey joined the Cardozo School of Law in 2021 from the Indiana University Maurer School of 
Law, where she taught bankruptcy, contracts, corporations and secured transactions, and chaired the 
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Center for Law, Society & Culture’s advisory board. During her time at IU, she received the Gavel 
Award for outstanding contribution to the graduating class, the IU Trustees’ Teaching Award for 
excellence in teaching, and the Leon H. Wallace Teaching Award, the highest teaching honor given 
to Maurer School of Law faculty. Prior to teaching, Prof. Foohey clerked for Hon. Thomas L. Am-
bro of the Third Circuit Court of Appeals, worked as an associate in the Bankruptcy and Financial 
Restructuring Group of Dorsey & Whitney LLP in Minneapolis, and clerked for Hon. Peter J. Walsh 
of the Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware. She received her B.S. in 2004 from New York 
University and her J.D. in 2008 from Harvard University.

Craig M. Geno is a member of the Law Offices of Craig M. Geno, PLLC in Ridgeland, Miss., and 
his bankruptcy practice consists representing secured and unsecured creditors, unsecured creditors’ 
committees, chapter 11 debtors-in-possession and bankruptcy trustees in chapter 7 and 11 cases. Ad-
ditionally, he has served as a trustee in chapter 11 cases and is a subchapter V trustee in the Northern 
and Southern Districts of Mississippi and the Western District of Tennessee. His practice areas also  
include commercial and corporate litigation. Mr. Geno is a frequent writer and lecturer on various 
bankruptcy topics. He is a member of the American Bar Association, Mississippi State Bar Associa-
tion (for which he served as president of its Law Office Economics Section from 1993-94), Missis-
sippi Bar Foundation, Federal Bar Association (for which he served as the Southern District Vice 
President of the Mississippi chapter from 1989-90), and the Mississippi Bankruptcy Conference (for 
which he served as president in 2001). In addition, he is a member of ABI, the Business Bankruptcy 
Subcommittee of the Section of Business Law of the American Bar Association, and the Turnaround 
Management Association. Mr. Geno is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy, the Mis-
sissippi Bar Foundation and the American Bar Foundation. He is listed in The Best Attorneys of 
America and as a “Top Fifty Attorney” in Super Lawyers, and his firm is listed in U.S. News & Best 
Lawyers “Best Law Firms.” Mr. Geno is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the Ameri-
can Board of Certification, served on its board of directors for eight years, and served as its president 
and chairman. He also served on the Mississippi State Bar as special counsel for the Committee on 
Character and Fitness from 1984-87, and as a member of the Committee on Character and Fitness 
from 1987-2013. Mr. Geno received his undergraduate degree in 1975 and his J.D. in 1978 from the 
University of Mississippi, during which time he served on the law school’s Moot Court Board.

Leanne Gould, CPA, ABV, CFF, ASA is the principal of Gould Consulting Services (GCS) in 
Atlanta. She is a forensic CPA who founded the firm in 2018 to assist counsel and their clients to 
understand complex financial and business valuation issues in a variety of disputed matters by listen-
ing, evaluating the facts and documents produced in the case, and explaining findings and opinions 
clearly and in a practical manner. She began her career in medical device manufacturing in new 
product development and operations. This experience formed the foundation for her understanding 
of the manufacturing process and data flow from the design, production, strategy development and 
launch of new products to overseeing day-to-day accounting, operations and financial issues. Ms. 
Gould transitioned into bankruptcy consulting advising distressed companies through the restructur-
ing or bankruptcy process; a financial advisory role that benefited from her background and experi-
ence. During this time, she also provided litigation support services in commercial and bankruptcy 
disputes. Ms. Gould has served as financial advisor to chapter 7, 11 and 13 trustees, committees 
and creditors/claimants in matters before U.S. bankruptcy courts and has been appointed forensic 
accountant and independent accountant for arbitration panels and disputing parties. She provides ex-
pert reports and testimony in depositions, hearings and jury trials in matters before U.S. bankruptcy 
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courts, U.S. district courts, superior and state courts, and arbitration panels across the nation on a 
variety of issues, including voidable transfers, conversion, misappropriation, disputed business valu-
ation, lost profits and avoidance actions brought under §§ 544, 547 and 548 of the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code and U.V.T.A., including assessments of reasonably equivalent value, solvency, asset-tracing 
and alter-ego. Ms. Gould received her M.B.A. from the University of Buffalo.

Mark R. Greenberg, CPA, CIRA, DBV is a managing director at Alvarez & Marsal North Ameri-
can Commercial Restructuring in New York. He also co-leads the firm’s Unsecured Creditors’ Com-
mittee Advisory practice. For more than 15 years, Mr. Greenberg has provided advisory services to 
debtors, creditors and equity-holders in both bankruptcy and out-of-court restructurings within a 
variety of industries. He has provided advisory services to debtors and creditors in both bankruptcy 
and out-of-court restructurings across a range of industries, including energy, shipping, manufactur-
ing and retail. Additionally, Mr. Greenberg has experience involving corporate bankruptcy reorga-
nizations. He has developed and implemented strategies to maximize creditor recoveries, and his 
responsibilities have included the analysis of business plans, development of cash-flow forecasts, 
review of financial statements and evaluation of cash-management systems. Mr. Greenberg’s bank-
ruptcy expertise encompasses asset sales, intercompany and cross-border issues, fraudulent convey-
ances and substantive consolidation. He has also successfully negotiated restructuring proposals, 
debtor-in-possession financing facilities and plans of reorganization/liquidation. Mr. Greenberg’s 
notable clients include: AES Eastern Energy, Calpine, Chuck E. Cheese, Claim Jumper, Contoladora 
Comercial Mexicana, Corsicana, Earth Fare, Edison Mission Energy, Emas Chiyoda, Energy Future 
Holdings, Fairmount Chemical, Fred’s, Hollander Sleep Products, Horsehead, Jenny Craig, KPE En-
gineering, Lehman Brothers, LifeCare, Love Culture, LSC Communications, Lucky Brand Dunga-
rees, Mallinckrodt, M. Fabrikant & Sons, Montco Offshore, Nellson Nutraceutical, National Realty 
Investment Advisors, Oreck, Overseas Shipholding Group, PRC, SageCrest, Scottish Re, Service 
Net Solutions, Southaven Power, Synergy Pharmaceuticals, Takata, The Clare at Water Tower, Tin-
tri, Wellington and Wellman. He also provided critical expert testimony during the plan confirmation 
trial on behalf of the Mallinckrodt UCC. Mr. Greenberg received his bachelor’s degree in accounting 
from Lehigh University.

Hon. Lisa S. Gretchko is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Michigan in Detroit, 
sworn in on April 5, 2021. Prior to her judicial appointment, she spent several decades as a bankrupt-
cy/creditors’ rights attorney and represented nearly every constituency in bankruptcy courts around 
the country, including secured creditors, unsecured creditors’ committees, landlords, licensors of 
intellectual property, customers, suppliers, business debtors and trustees. Judge Gretchko has writ-
ten and lectured extensively for various organizations on numerous bankruptcy and creditors’ rights 
issues. From April 2018-April 2022, she served as ABI’s Vice President-Publications, as a member 
of ABI’s Executive Committee and Board of Directors, and as ABI’s Publications Committee chair. 
Judge Gretchko is a former Executive Editor of the ABI Journal and a former co-chair of the ABI’s 
Unsecured Trade Creditors Committee, which named her 2014 Committee Person of the Year. She 
also has been named in Michigan Super Lawyers and The Best Lawyers in America, and she was 
honored as a Woman in the Law by Michigan Lawyer’s Weekly in 2011. Judge Gretchko received her 
B.A. with honors in 1976 from the University of Michigan, where she was elected Phi Beta Kappa, 
and her J.D. with honors in 1978 from the University of Detroit.
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Karim A. Guirguis, PMP, CAE is chief operating officer of the American Bankruptcy Institute in 
Alexandria, Va., the nation’s largest association of bankruptcy professionals, comprised of 11,000 
members in multidisciplinary roles, including attorneys, bankers, judges, lenders, turnaround spe-
cialists and others. Mr. Guirguis provides vision and leadership in transforming and conducting the 
company’s internal and external IT plans. He joined the ABI staff in 2002 after several positions in 
website architecture and computer animation, most recently with Disney MGM Studios in Florida. 
Mr. Guirguis’s work has earned several awards from his peers, including an Oscar for his work on 
Finding Nemo, the prestigious Horizon Award for ABI’s video honoring its founders, as well as the 
Webby Award for his work with Tiffany Inc. and Polo.com. He is a regular presenter on cutting-edge 
technology issues for professional educators such as the American Society of Association Executives, 
for which he serves on its technology board. Mr. Guirguis received his B.S. in electrical engineering 
from Cambridge University in England, his Master’s in multimedia and animation from George Ma-
son University, and his M.B.A. from Harvard Business School.

William Hao is counsel in Alston & Bird LLP’s Financial Restructuring & Reorganization Group in 
New York. He is experienced in a wide range of bankruptcy, litigation and out-of-court restructuring 
matters. Mr. Hao represents secured creditors, hedge funds, trade creditors, lessors and lessees, and 
other parties-in-interest in distressed situations and in all aspects of bankruptcy proceedings such as 
avoidance actions, claims litigation, and the assumption and rejection of contracts and leases. He also 
has extensive experience representing parties in securitizations and other structured finance products 
in distressed situations and in commercial litigation, and he regularly advises clients on bankruptcy 
issues in connection with finance and M&A transactions. Mr. Hao is the treasurer of the Asian Ameri-
can Bar Association of New York and a co-chair of its Commercial Bankruptcy and Restructuring 
Committee. He also serves as a co-chair of the Bankruptcy, Restructuring, and Creditors’/Debtors’ 
Rights Committee of the National Asian Pacific American Bar Association. Mr. Hao is a member of 
ABI, the Turnaround Management Association and the New York City Bar Association. He received 
his B.A. in 2001 from the University of Michigan, and his J.D. in 2005 and his LL.M. in 2007 from 
St. John’s University School of Law.

Hon. Michelle M. Harner is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Maryland in Baltimore, ap-
pointed in 2017. Prior to her appointment to the bench, she was the Francis King Carey Professor of 
Law and the Director of the Business Law Program at the University of Maryland Francis King Carey 
School of Law, where she taught courses in bankruptcy and creditors’ rights, business associations, 
business planning, corporate finance and the legal profession. Judge Harner lectured frequently dur-
ing her academic career on various topics involving corporate governance, financially distressed enti-
ties, risk management and related legal issues. Her academic scholarship is widely published, with 
her publications appearing in, among others, the Vanderbilt Law Review, Notre Dame Law Review, 
Washington University Law Review, Minnesota Law Review, Indiana Law Journal, Fordham Law 
Review (reprinted in Corporate Practice Commentator), Washington & Lee Law Review, William & 
Mary Law Review, University of Illinois Law Review, Arizona Law Review (reprinted in Corporate 
Practice Commentator) and Florida Law Review. Judge Harner has served as the Associate Reporter 
to the Advisory Committee on the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure, the Reporter to the ABI 
Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11, and most recently chaired the Dodd-Frank Study 
Working Group for the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts. She also served as the Robert M. 
Zinman ABI Resident Scholar for the fall of 2015. She most recently served as the chair of the Dodd-
Frank Study Working Group for the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts. Judge Harner is an 
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elected conferee of the National Bankruptcy Conference, an elected Fellow of the American College 
of Bankruptcy, and an elected member of the American Law Institute. She previously was in private 
practice in the business restructuring, insolvency, bankruptcy and related transactional fields, most 
recently as a partner at the Chicago office of the international law firm Jones Day. Judge Harner re-
ceived her B.A. cum laude from Boston College in 1992 and her J.D. summa cum laude from The 
Ohio State University College of Law in 1995.

William K. Harrington is the U.S. Trustee for Regions 1 and 2 in New York, appointed to Region 1 
on Nov. 8, 2010, and Region 2 on Nov. 26, 2013. Prior to his appointment, he was the Assistant U.S. 
Trustee for the District of Delaware and practiced bankruptcy and reorganization law at Duane Mor-
ris LLP. Prior to joining the Office of the U.S.Trustee, he practiced bankruptcy and reorganization 
law at Duane Morris LLP. Mr. Harrington is a member of the Boston, Delaware State and American 
Bar Associations, ABI and the Delaware Bankruptcy American Inn of Court. He received his under-
graduate degree from the University of Pennsylvania and his J.D. from Villanova University School 
of Law.

Hon. Bruce A. Harwood is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of New Hampshire in Con-
cord, appointed to the bench in March 2013. He also serves on the First Circuit’s Bankruptcy Appel-
late Panel. Prior to his appointment to the bench, Judge Harwood chaired the Bankruptcy, Insolvency 
and Creditors’ Rights Group at Sheehan Phinney Bass + Green in Manchester, N.H., representing 
business debtors, asset-purchasers, secured and unsecured creditors, creditors’ committees, trustees 
in bankruptcy, and insurance and banking regulators in connection with the rehabilitation and liqui-
dation of insolvent insurers and trust companies. He was a chapter 7 panel trustee in the District of 
New Hampshire and mediated insolvency-related disputes. Judge Harwood is ABI’s Vice President-
Communication, Information & Technology, and serves on its Executive Committee. He previously 
served as ABI’s Secretary, as co-chair of ABI’s Commercial Fraud Committee, as program co-chair 
and judicial chair of ABI’s Northeast Bankruptcy Conference, and as Northeast Regional Chair of 
the ABI Endowment Fund’s Development Committee. He also served on ABI’s Civility Task Force. 
Judge Harwood is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and was consistently recognized 
in the bankruptcy law section of The Best Lawyers in America, in New England SuperLawyers and by 
Chambers USA. He received his B.A. from Northwestern University and his J.D. from Washington 
University School of Law.

Hon. Thomas M. Horan is U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Delware in Wilmington, ap-
pointed in 2023. He previously practiced law in Wilmington for 18 years, focusing on financial re-
structuring and bankruptcy litigation. Most recently, Judge Horan had been a member of the Bank-
ruptcy, Insolvency and Restructuring group at Cozen O’Connor, a national firm headquartered in 
Philadelphia with a Wilmington office. He joined Cozen in a group-wide 2020 defection from Fox 
Rothschild, for which he had worked since its own 2018 merger with Wilmington-based Shaw Fish-
man Glantz & Towbin. Judge Horan’s national practice included representing debtors and official 
unsecured creditor committees in complex chapter 11 proceedings, but he also represented secured 
creditors and other parties in litigation. He also frequently provided opinion letters on commercial 
transactions and represented parties before the state’s Court of Chancery and Superior Court. Last 
year, Judge Horan was named to Lawdragon’s list of the Top 500 U.S. bankruptcy and restructuring 
lawyers. He also serves on ABI’s Board of Directors. Judge Horan received his B.A. in 1989 and his 
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M.A. in 1992 from Fordham University, and his J.D. cum laude from St. John’s University School of 
Law in 2002, where he was executive notes and comments editor for the ABI Law Review.

Hon. Barbara J. Houser is a retired U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Texas in 
Dallas, now serving on recall status, and she is ABI’s Immediate Past President. She previously was 
with Locke, Purnell, Boren, Laney & Neely in Dallas and became a shareholder there in 1985. In 
1988, she joined Sheinfeld, Maley & Kay, P.C. as the shareholder-in-charge of the Dallas office and 
remained there until she was sworn in as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge in 2000. While at Sheinfeld, Judge 
Houser led the firm’s representation of clients in a variety of significant national chapter 11 cases. 
She lectures and publishes frequently, is a past chairman of the Dallas Bar Association’s Committee 
on Bankruptcy and Corporate Reorganization, is a member of the Dallas, Texas and American Bar 
Associations, and is a Fellow of the Texas and American Bar Foundations. Judge Houser served as a 
contributing author to Collier on Bankruptcy for many years and taught creditors’ rights as a visiting 
professor at the SMU Dedman School of Law. She was elected a Fellow of the American College 
of Bankruptcy in 1994, and in 1996, she was elected a conferee of the National Bankruptcy Con-
ference. In 1998, the National Law Journal named Judge Houser as one of the 50 most influential 
women lawyers in America. After becoming a bankruptcy judge, she joined the National Conference 
of Bankruptcy Judges and served as its president from 2009-10. Judge Houser has received a variety 
of awards and honors since taking the bench, the Distinguished Alumni Award for Judicial Service 
from the SMU Dedman School of Law in February 2011, ABI’s Judge William Norton Jr. Judicial 
Excellence Award in October 2014, and the Distinguished Service Award from the Alliance of Bank-
ruptcy Inns of the American Inns of Court in October 2016. She also received the Distinguished Ser-
vice Award from the American College of Bankruptcy in October 2021. Judge Houser has served the 
judiciary in a number of capacities during her 21 years on the bench, including as a member of the 
Judicial Conference Committee on the Administration of the Bankruptcy System for seven years, as 
a member of the faculty that the Federal Judicial Center selected to teach new bankruptcy judges for 
many years, and as a member of the board of directors of the Federal Judicial Center, which is chaired 
by Chief Justice John Roberts. In June 2017, she was appointed to serve as the leader of a five-feder-
al-judge mediation team tasked with settling all of the issues in dispute in connection with the historic 
insolvency filings by the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and certain related instrumentalities under 
Title III of PROMESA. Judge Houser received her undergraduate degree with high distinction from 
the University of Nebraska and her J.D. from Southern Methodist University Law School, where she 
was editor of its law review.

Kevin M. Jacobs, CPA is a managing director with Alvarez & Marsal Taxand in Washington, D.C., 
and is the National Tax Office Practice leader. He brings more than 15 years of experience in tax mat-
ters in both the public and the private sectors. Prior to joining A&M, Mr. Jacobs was a senior techni-
cian reviewer (TCJA) with the IRS Office of Associate Chief Counsel (Corporate) for more than six 
years, where he advised on tax issues such as tax attributes (earning and profits, recovery and alloca-
tion of stock basis, and Section 108(b) attribute reduction), bankruptcies, corporate reorganizations 
and corporation-shareholder issues, liquidations, redemptions, spin-offs and consolidated returns. 
He was the principal Associate Chief Counsel (Corporate) attorney on several regulatory projects, 
including the proposed Section 382(h) regulations on built-in gains and losses and debt-equity regu-
lations. Mr. Jacobs provided substantial contributions to numerous other guidance projects, such as 
the limitation on interest deductions regulations, and assisted in overseeing the Corporate Division’s 
response to TCJA, including the coordination with Treasury’s Offices of Tax Legislative Counsel and 
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International Tax Counsel. Prior to working at the government, he advised troubled companies and 
companies in bankruptcy on a wide range of topics including debt workouts and tax-attribute limita-
tions and preservation, as well as other companies on evaluating and purchasing bankruptcy claims. 
Mr. Jacobs is admitted to the District of Columbia and Florida Bars and is a member of numerous 
organizations, including the American Bar Association and the New York State Bar Association. He 
is also a frequent speaker on several attribute-related and corporate transaction tax matters and was 
the principal drafter of the ABA comments concerning Notice 2010-50 (the implications of fluctua-
tions in value in determining whether there was an ownership change under Section 382). Mr. Jacobs 
received his Bachelor’s degree in accounting, his Master’s degree in accounting (with a concentration 
in taxation) and his J.D. magna cum laude from the University of Florida, and his LL.M. in taxation 
from New York University.

Kristina M. Johnson is a partner in the Litigation Practice Group of Jones Walker LLP in Jackson, 
Miss. She provides counsel in complex commercial bankruptcy cases and receivership matters, and 
many of her cases involve parallel criminal proceedings. Ms. Johnson sits on ABI’s Board of Direc-
tors, and she is a Fellow in both the American College of Bankruptcy and the Litigation Counsel of 
America. She is listed in Chambers USA for Corporate/Commercial Bankruptcy, and she is Board 
Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification (for which she also 
serves on its Board of Directors and Standards Committee). Ms. Johnson is the vice chair for the Gulf 
Coast IWIRC Network and past president of the Mississippi Bankruptcy Conference. She is also 
the Mississippi Attorney Co-Chair for the 2023 national diversity event sponsored by the Judicial 
Conference Committees on the Administration of the Bankruptcy System and the Magistrate Judges 
System, “Roadways to the Bench: Who, Me? A Bankruptcy or Magistrate Judge?,” held in April 
2023 Ms. Johnson received her B.B.A. summa cum laude in 1989 from the University of Mississippi, 
where she was a Taylor Medalist, and her J.D. magna cum laude in 1992 from the University of 
Mississippi School of Law, where she served as associate editor of the Mississippi Law Journal, and 
received the Robert J. Farley Graduation Award and West Publishing Company Award.

M. Benjamin Jones is a senior managing director at Ankura Consulting Group, LLC in New York 
and has more than 20 years of experience advising and participating in complex corporate reorganiza-
tions. He has been involved in all aspects of financial restructuring, serving as a CRO or as an advisor 
to financially underperforming/distressed companies, lenders, creditors, corporate boards and equity 
owners. Mr. Jones has advised clients in diverse businesses, including health care, education, pro-
fessional services, manufacturing, apparel, food processing, retail and entertainment. In addition to 
serving as an advisor, he has also served in turnaround management positions, including as president, 
CRO and CFO on numerous occasions for both private and public companies. Mr. Jones has played a 
key role in dozens of successful restructuring and M&A engagements, including Mariner Post-Acute 
Networks, Centennial Healthcare, World Health Alternatives, The Penn Traffic Co., Milacron, Lio-
nel, Caraustar Industries, Golden Books Family Entertainment and Rand McNally. Prior to joining 
Ankura, he was a senior managing director at CDG Group and started his career at Ernst & Young, 
where he worked in the national research group and financial advisory services group, focusing on 
valuations and middle-market corporate finance transactions. Mr. Jones received his B.S. in account-
ing with distinction from Wake Forest University.
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Soneet R. Kapila, CPA, CFF, CFE, CIRA is a founding partner of KapilaMukamal, LLP in Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla., and ABI’s President-Elect. For more than 25 years, he has concentrated his efforts 
in the areas of consulting in insolvency, fiduciary and creditors’ rights matters. Mr. Kapila is a federal 
bankruptcy trustee and serves as an examiner, CRO, chapter 7 and 11 trustee, subchapter V trustee, 
liquidating trustee, corporate monitor (SEC appointments), and as a state and federal court-appointed 
receiver. He has been appointed in numerous matters in the Southern and Middle Districts of Florida. 
As a trustee plaintiff, Mr. Kapila has managed complex litigation in significant cases. He advises and 
represents debtors, secured creditors and creditors’ committees in formulating, analyzing and nego-
tiating plans of reorganization. As a recognized expert in fraudulent conveyance, Ponzi schemes and 
insolvency issues, Mr. Kapila has provided expert testimony and litigation-support services to law 
firms involving complex insolvency issues and commercial damages. He has worked in conjunction 
with the SEC, FBI and U.S. Attorney’s Office, and he has served both as a consultant and expert wit-
ness for litigation matters in state and federal courts. Mr. Kapila has spoken to various groups, includ-
ing ABI, New York Law School, St. Thomas University Law School, and the National Conference 
of Bankruptcy Judges, Southeastern Bankruptcy Law Institute, National Association of Bankruptcy 
Trustees (NABT), Receiver’s Forum, Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors, Florida 
Institute of Certified Public Accountants, Turnaround Management Association, University of Miami 
School of Law, Florida International University School of Law, American Bar Association and the 
National Business Institute on topics related to insolvency, underperforming businesses and insol-
vency taxation. He is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and a past-president and past-
chairman of the Association of Insolvency & Restructuring Advisors, for which he serves on its board 
of directors. Mr. Kapila has served on the advisory boards of ABI’s Southeast Bankruptcy Workshop 
and Caribbean Insolvency Symposium. He also co-authored ABI’s Fraud and Forensics: Piercing 
Through the Deception in a Commercial Fraud Case (2015). Mr. Kapila received his M.B.A. in 1978 
from Cranfield School of Management.

Robert J. Keach is is co-chair of Bernstein Shur’s Business Restructuring and Insolvency Prac-
tice Group in Portland, Maine, and focuses his practice on the representation of various parties in 
workouts and bankruptcy cases, including debtors, creditors, creditors’ committees, lessors and third 
parties acquiring troubled companies and/or their assets. He has appeared as a panelist on national 
bankruptcy, lender liability and creditors rights programs, and is the author of several articles on 
bankruptcy and creditors’ rights appearing in the ABI Law Review, Commercial Law Journal and ABI 
Journal, among other publications. Mr. Keach is a contributing author to Collier Guide to Chapter 
11: Key Topics and Selected Industries (2011 Ed.). He is recognized as a “Star Individual” in Cor-
porate M&A/Bankruptcy in Chambers USA, in The Best Lawyers in America (Ten-Year Certificate), 
and by New England Super Lawyers (Bankruptcy and Top 100 Lawyers in New England regardless 
of specialty). He is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certifica-
tion. Mr. Keach currently serves as the chapter 11 trustee in the railroad reorganization case of Mon-
treal Maine & Atlantic Railway, Ltd., a cross-border restructuring case. He also is the fee examiner in 
the Exide Technologies case in Delaware, and was the fee examiner in In re AMR Corporation (the 
chapter 11 cases of American Airlines and its parent and certain affiliates). He also has, inter alia, 
represented ad hoc committees in the Homebanc Mortgage, New Century TRS Holdings and Nortel 
Networks cases in Delaware, as well as a public utilities commission in the FairPoint Communica-
tions case in the Southern District of New York. Mr. Keach is a Fellow of the American College of 
Bankruptcy and a past president (2009-10) of ABI. He received ABI’s Lifetime Achievement Award 
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in 2021 and co-chaired ABI’s Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11. Mr. Keach received 
his J.D. in 1980 from the University of Maine.

Hamid Khanbhai is a partner in Campbells Litigation, Insolvency & Restructuring group in Grand 
Cayman, Cayman Islands, and has experience dealing with large-scale multiparty cross-border dis-
putes. Written and oral advocacy is an important part of his practice, as is advisory work. Prior to 
coming to the Cayman Islands, Mr. Khanbhai was a barrister in London, where he appeared in rela-
tion to a wide number of commercial disputes. In the Cayman Islands, he has advised or acted for 
directors, shareholders, creditors, managers and other professional service providers in litigation and 
in relation to a broad range of commercial disputes, both pre- and post-liquidation. He has also acted 
for officeholders in high-profile restructurings such as Luckin Coffee Inc., and liquidations such as 
Abraaj. A number of Mr. Khanbhai’s instructions have involved advising and acting for companies 
(token-issuers, investment funds, blockchain ecosystems), directors and investors in connection with 
investments in cryptocurrency and other digital assets — including successfully resisting an applica-
tion for injunctive relief over crypto tokens and contractual rights to tokens. He publishes and speaks 
on issues relevant to investment fund litigation, insolvency and restructuring. Mr. Khanbhai is admit-
ted to the Bars of the Cayman Islands, the British Virgin Islands and England & Wales, and he is a 
Fellow of INSOL. He received his B.A. with honors in modern languages from Magdalen College at 
the University of Oxford in 2004, as well as his M.St. in history in 2006. He received his law degree 
from City University in 2011.

Richardo I. Kilpatrick is the managing partner of Kilpatrick & Associates, PC in Auburn Hills, 
Mich., and specializes in creditors’ rights and insolvency law while focusing on corporate, consumer 
and commercial litigation and bankruptcy, real property remedies for creditors, real property transac-
tions and general corporate counseling. He is a past president of the ABI and has served on the board 
of directors for the American College of Bankruptcy. Mr. Kilpatrick has concentrated his practice in 
the area of bankruptcy for over 30 years, first as a member of Shermeta, Chimko & Kilpatrick, P.C. 
and, since 2000, as the founding member and president of Kilpatrick & Associates, P.C. Since found-
ing his firm, Mr. Kilpatrick is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy (ACB) and was in-
vited to join the National Bankruptcy Conference (NBC), where he advises members of Congress on 
important and key bankruptcy legislative points. He also is a member of the Advisory Committee on 
Bankruptcy Rules, where he works to directly craft, tweak, update and change bankruptcy rules in an 
ongoing effort to improve the practice of bankruptcy for all involved. Mr. Kilpatrick’s involvement 
with the bankruptcy community has enabled him to provide expert guidance to numerous clients in 
all areas and types of insolvency matters and creditors’ rights, including corporate, consumer and 
commercial litigation, real property remedies for creditors, real property transactions and general cor-
porate counseling. He also works as a consultant to numerous companies to ensure that they are com-
pliant in their bankruptcy practices by offering his insight and expertise on how they may structure 
and strengthen their bankruptcy practices in a sound, ethical and legal way. Mr. Kilpatrick received 
his B.A. in economics in 1973 from Harvard University and his J.D. in 1982 from the University of 
Michigan Law School.

Jane Kim is a partner at Keller Benvenutti Kim LLP, a San Francisco-based corporate bankruptcy 
and restructuring boutique law firm, where she represents debtors in possession, distressed compa-
nies and other parties in both in-court and out-of-court situations. Her recent engagements include 
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representing In-Shape Health Clubs, LLC, a premium regional fitness club chain in California, and 
Ravn Air Group, Inc., a regional airline in Alaska, in each of their chapter 11 cases filed in Delaware. 
She also serves as bankruptcy co-counsel for Pacific Gas & Electric Company in its chapter 11 cases. 
Before moving to California and joining Keller Benvenutti Kim in 2014, Ms. Kim practiced in New 
York at Cleary Gottlieb for over a decade. She is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and 
has been recognized as a leading lawyer by publications and organizations including Chambers USA, 
Super Lawyers, Benchmark Litigation California, and Lawdragon’s inaugural list of the 500 Leading 
U.S. Bankruptcy and Restructuring Lawyers. She also was selected to serve as a lawyer representa-
tive for the Northern District of California. Ms. Kim received her B.A. from Columbia College at 
Columbia University in 1999 and her J.D. from Harvard Law School in 2002.

Jennifer B. Kimble is counsel in Lowenstein Sandler LLP’s New York office, where she frequently 
represents chapter 11 debtors, official committees of creditors and retirees, stalking-horse purchasers, 
lenders and trustees in bankruptcy proceedings, commercial litigation and out-of-court restructurings. 
She has more than 15 years of experience in the mining, automotive and consumer goods sectors. 
Ms. Kimble serves on the ABI’s Board of Directors and was member of ABI’s inaugural class of “40 
under 40” in 2017. She also currently serves as Immediate Past Chair of IWIRC. Ms. Kimble is ad-
mitted to practice law in Alabama, Mississippi and New York. She received her undergraduate degree 
summa cum laude from Mississippi State University and her J.D. from the University of Mississippi.

Paul J. Labov is an attorney with Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones in New York and specializes in 
representing clients in a wide range of industries in chapter 11 and workouts, include creditors’ com-
mittees, ad hoc creditor groups, institutional and nontraditional lenders, large unsecured creditors, 
trustees and liquidation trusts. He also represents and advises private-equity firms in the purchases 
and sales of distressed debt and assets. Mr. Labov has been recognized for his work in bankruptcy 
and financial restructuring by New York Super Lawyers, and was recognized in New York Super Law-
yers Rising Stars from 2013-17. He is admitted to practice in New York and New Jersey. Mr. Labov 
received his undergraduate degree from George Washington University and his J.D. from Seton Hall 
University School of Law.

Prof. Robert M. Lawless is the Max L. Rowe Professor of Law and co-director of the Program on 
Law, Behavior & Social Science at the University of Illinois College of Law in Champaign, Ill., 
where he writes and teaches about bankruptcy, consumer finance and business law. He also served as 
the College’s associate dean for research from 2013-16. Prof. Lawless served as the reporter for the 
ABI’s Commission on Consumer Bankruptcy and was the recipient of ABI’s Service Award in 2019. 
He is a co-author of Secured Transactions: A Systems Approach and Empirical Methods in Law. He 
also is a regular contributor to the blog Credit Slips, a discussion on credit, finance and bankruptcy. 
Prof. Lawless has testified before Congress, and his work has been featured in media outlets such as 
CNN, C-SPAN, NPR, the New York Times, the Wall Street Journal, USA Today, the National Law 
Journal, the L.A. Times and the Financial Times. Prof. Lawless is a member of the American Law In-
stitute and the National Bankruptcy Conference, and he is a Fellow in the American College of Bank-
ruptcy. He received both his undergraduate degree in accounting and his J.D. from the University of 
Illinois, during which time he served as editor-in-chief of the University of Illinois Law Review.
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Nicosia Lawson is a senior associate at Baker & Partners in Grand Cayman, Cayman Islands, with 
a focus on dispute-resolution, restructuring and insolvency. She was admitted as an Attorney-at-Law 
in the Cayman Islands in March 2015. Prior to joining Baker & Partners in September 2021, Ms. 
Lawson was an associate at a large international law firm in both its Hong Kong and Cayman Islands 
offices, with a wide-ranging practice covering general civil litigation, restructuring and insolvency, 
international trusts, and private client and complex cross-border disputes. She received her under-
graduate degree from the University of Ottawa, Canada in 2007, and she received her Graduate Di-
ploma in Law and Post-Graduate Diploma in Legal Practice from BPP University College in London.

Franklind D. Lea, CIRA is the president of Tactical Financial Consulting, LLC in Alpharetta, Ga., 
and has more than 30 years of professional experience and education in complex business and finan-
cial matters. He has broad expertise in commercial finance, insolvency, real estate, real estate finance 
and valuation. Mr. Lea has been as an appraiser, commercial lender, credit officer, financial consultant 
and workout officer. He has worked in nearly 40 states on a broad array of assignments spanning 
many industries and business types, most of it on deals valued between $2 million and $20 million. 
Mr. Lea is a nationally recognized expert in the areas of bankruptcy, credit and lending, financial 
restructuring, insolvency, interest rates and workouts, and one of only approximately 1,000 individu-
als in the U.S. designated as a Certified Insolvency and Restructuring Advisor. He is routinely called 
upon to serve as an expert witness and speak at industry conferences on insolvency, interest rates, real 
estate, risk-assessment and valuation issues, and professional journals have published his articles on 
these topics. Mr. Lea sits on ABI’s Board of Directors and is an At-Large member of its Executive 
Committee. He also is a former co-chair of ABI’s Asset Sales Committee and sits on the advisory 
board of ABI’s Judge Alexander L. Paskay Memorial Bankruptcy Seminar. Mr. Lea received his B.S. 
in management and his M.B.A. from Florida State University, and a Master’s degree in real estate and 
urban analysis from the University of Florida.

Robert L. LeHane is a partner with Kelley Drye & Warren LLP in New York. For more than 20 years, 
he has been representing secured and unsecured creditors, landlords, asset-purchasers, vendors, intel-
lectual property licensors, creditors’ committees, lenders and trustees in all aspects of restructuring, 
bankruptcy and corporate reorganization. Mr. LeHane’s experience includes asset sales, avoidance 
actions, liquidations and appeals in the retail, restaurant, real estate, telecom and energy industries. 
He also represents clients with private wealth, corporate formation, trust, estate and succession-plan-
ning issues. Mr. LeHane is ranked as a leading bankruptcy lawyer in Chambers USA and is frequently 
retained to counsel landlords with large portfolios of leases in retail bankruptcy cases across the coun-
try. His team takes a lead role protecting landlord rights, working with his clients to ensure debtor 
compliance with leases and the Bankruptcy Code in connection with debtor-in-possession financing, 
lease auctions and chapter 11 reorganization plans. Mr. LeHane frequently participates in the unse-
cured creditors’ committee process on behalf of landlord clients, and he has successfully defended 
unwanted lease assignments and claim objections, terminated leases, acquired designation rights and 
spearheaded unique complex joint venture retail acquisitions. He also chairs Kelley Drye’s Client 
Service and Innovation Committee, which considers innovative solutions to address client demands 
and challenges. Mr. LeHane received his B.A. in 1990 in social studies and history from the State 
University of New York at Albany and his J.D. in 1998 from the University at Buffalo School of Law.
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Wei-Yang Lim is a partner in the Hong Kong office of Kirkland & Ellis, where he specializes in 
acting for corporations, management teams and investors on restructurings and new financing trans-
actions across the Asia Pacific region, with a particular focus on advising institutions that invest in 
distressed, stressed or special situation credits. Prior to joining the firm, he practiced debt finance and 
restructuring law in the London and Hong Kong offices of another international law firm. Mr. Lim 
has experience in utilizing and navigating international restructuring tools for distressed situations in-
volving Chinese, Indian and Southeast Asian businesses, including implementing successful restruc-
turings involving PRC bankruptcy proceedings, Indonesian PKPUs, Indian Corporate Insolvency 
Resolution Processes, Singapore judicial management, schemes of arrangement in multiple jurisdic-
tions, U.S. Chapter 11 proceedings and UK pre-pack administrations. He was named as a “Rising 
Star Partner” for restructuring and insolvency by IFLR1000, recognised as a “Rising Star” by China 
Business Law Journal in 2022 and ranked as an “Up and Coming” notable practitioner for restructur-
ing and insolvency (China) by Chambers and Partners in 2022 and 2023. Mr. Lim received his M.A. 
in Law with honors in 2010 and his Legal Practice Course in 2011 from the University of Cambridge.

Hon. Christopher M. Lopez is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Texas in Hous-
ton, appointed on Aug. 14, 2019. He previously was a member of the Business, Finance & Restructur-
ing Group of Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP and focused on representations ranging from top global 
corporations in mega-restructurings to middle-market debtor and creditor representations. Judge Lo-
pez lectures across the country on bankruptcy issues. He also serves as an adjunct professor at Thur-
good Marshall School of Law. Judge Lopez currently serves as a council member of the State Bar 
of Texas Bankruptcy Law Section, an advisor to the State Bar of Texas Young Lawyers Committee, 
a member of the Nominations Committee for the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, and a 
member of the National Bankruptcy Conference. He received his B.A. in psychlogy in 1996 from the 
University of Houston, his M.A. in religion in 1999 from Yale Divinity School and his J.D. from the 
University of Texas School of Law in 2003.

Michael A. Mancusi is a partner with Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer LLP in Washington, D.C., and 
represents domestic and foreign banks, credit unions, and other financial services clients in a wide 
range of state and federal regulatory, compliance and enforcement matters. He also has experience 
representing clients in government and corporate internal investigations, including entities subject to 
anti-money-laundering requirements. Mr. Mancusi counsels clients facing complex corporate gov-
ernance and structural issues and represents clients before key state and federal bank regulatory 
agencies, including the Office of the Comptroller of the Currency, the Federal Reserve, the FDIC, 
the National Credit Union Administration, the Financial Crimes Enforcement Network, the Con-
sumer Financial Protection Bureau and the Office of Foreign Assets Control. He counsels clients 
on compliance with privacy and data security requirements, including financial privacy under the 
Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, the Fair Credit Reporting Act as amended by the Fair and Accurate Credit 
Transactions Act, and the federal E-Sign Act. In addition, he advises clients regarding developing and 
implementing data-breach response programs, including compliance with notification requirements 
at the federal and state levels. Recognized by Chambers USA as “a key player in the enforcement 
arena,” Mr. Mancusi previously served in the Enforcement Division of the Office of the Comptroller 
of the Currency, where he handled its banking law enforcement actions. He currently serves as chair 
of the Executive Council of the Federal Bar Association’s Banking Committee, and served as the vice 
chair of ABA’s Banking Committee. In addition, he teaches a training program through the Institute 
for International Bankers on the U.S. anti-money-laundering and sanctions program issues that are 
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most relevant to international banks. Mr. Mancusi is admitted to practice in Maryland, Virginia, and 
the District of Columbia. He received his B.S. in 1994 from the University of Virginia, his M.B.A. in 
1997 from the University of Richmond Reynolds Graduate School of Business and his J.D. in 1997 
from the University of Richmond School of Law.

Kenneth W. Mann is a managing director for the Special Situations practice at SC&H Capital in 
Easton, Md., where he provides healthy and distressed M&A, employee stock ownership plans 
(ESOP) and business valuation advisory for middle-market companies. Prior to joining SC&H Capi-
tal in 2020, Mr. Mann had served as the managing director of Equity Partners, providing going-con-
cern solutions (debt, equity, entirety sale) to distressed businesses. His team has completed more than 
600 transactions with troubled companies, including approximately 300 approved transactions in 70 
bankruptcy court districts. Mr. Mann has personally handled investment banking services for hun-
dreds of companies in a host of industries. In chapter 11 cases, he has served as investment banker, 
bid examiner and expert witness, and he has testified more than 100 times in support of transactions 
produced by the firm. Mr. Mann has been a speaker at events hosted by ABI and the Turnaround 
Management Association (TMA), Florida Bar, Association of Insolvency & Restructuring Advisors 
(AIRA) and Mississippi Bankruptcy Conference, and he has been an author for ABI, TMA, and vari-
ous secured lender trade and general business publications. He was named “Distressed M&A Deal-
maker of the Year” by M&A Advisors and a “Top 100 Restructuring Professional” by Turnarounds & 
Workouts. Mr. Mann currently co-chairs ABI’s Financial Advisors and Investment Banking Commit-
tee, and he serves on the board of TMA’s Chesapeake Chapter. Prior to joining Equity Partners, Mr. 
Mann’s experience included investment banking, public relations and marketing consulting, and he 
has owned and exited several successful businesses. He holds Series 7, 63 and 79 licenses, and he has 
been a licensed real estate agent since 2008. Mr. Mann received his Bachelor’s degree with honors in 
business administration with a marketing concentration from Salisbury University.

Sylvia A. Mayer ia the sole proprietor of S. Mayer Law PLLC in Houston and is an arbitrator, media-
tor and attorney with 30 years of legal experience in courts nationwide. As a member of the National 
Academy of Distinguished Neutrals and a TMCA Credentialed Advanced Mediator, she serves on 
several arbitration and mediation rosters for civil, commercial, consumer, employment and health 
care disputes. As an experienced neutral, Ms. Mayer has served as arbitrator and mediator for dis-
putes involving a wide variety of issues spanning a breadth of industries, including avoidance actions, 
banking, bankruptcy, business divorces, business separations, civil litigation, collections, commer-
cial leasing, commercial litigation, construction, consumer, contracts, corporate governance, corpora-
tions, credit, director and officer liability, distribution, employment, energy, exploration and produc-
tion, fiduciary duties, finance, financial services, fraud, fraudulent transfers, health care, hospitality, 
insolvency, insurance, landlord-tenant, lender liability, limited liability companies, manufacturing, 
mechanics and vendors liens, natural gas, oil and gas, oilfield services, partnerships, pharmaceuti-
cal, personal injury, pipelines and transportation, preference actions, professional liability, real es-
tate, retail, royalties, sales, secured transactions, securities, surety bonds, telecommunications, torts, 
transportation and wholesale. She is listed on the American Arbitration Association (AAA) Arbitrator 
and Mediator Rosters, National Academy of Distinguished Neutrals (Texas) (NADN) Arbitrator and 
Mediator Rosters, American Health Law Association (AHLA) Arbitrator and Mediator Rosters, In-
ternational Institute for Conflict Prevention and Resolution (CPR) Panels of Distinguished Neutrals, 
Financial Industry Regulatory Authority (FINRA) Arbitrator Roster, New ERA ADR, Inc. Neutrals 
Roster, Court Call ODR Roster for Arbitrators and Mediators, Texas Department of Insurance (TDI) 
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Balanced Billing Arbitrator and Mediator Rosters, Michigan Department of Insurance and Financial 
Services Balanced Billing Arbitrator Roster, Virginia Bureau of Insurance Balanced Billing Arbitrator 
Roster, Washington Office of the Insurance Commissioner Balanced Billing Arbitrator Roster, U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court, District of Delaware, Register of Mediators and Arbitrators, U.S. District Court, 
Southern District of Texas, Qualified Alternative Dispute Resolution Provider and Credentialed Ad-
vanced Mediator with Texas Mediator Credentialing Association (TMCA). Ms. Mayer is the founder 
and chair of the Houston Pro Bono Joint Initiative and sits on the State Bar of Texas ADR Council. 
In addition, she is a member of the ABI and the American Bar Association, ArbitralWomen, Associa-
tion of Attorney Mediators, American Health Law Association, Association of Women Attorneys, 
Academy of Cami-Appointed Masters, Greater Houston Women’s Chamber of Commerce, Houston 
Bar Association, National Association of Women Lawyers, State Bar of Texas, Texas Association of 
Mediators and the Texas Mediators Credentialing Association. Ms. Mayer received her B.A. in the-
ater cum laude in 1987 from George Washington University and her J.D. summa cum laude from the 
University of Houston Law Center.

James J. Mazza, Jr. is a partner in the Corporate Restructuring Department of Skadden, Arps, Slate, 
Meagher & Flom LLP in its Chicago office, where he represents debtors, creditors, asset-purchasers 
and private-equity investors in corporate restructuring transactions, both in and out of court, involv-
ing clients’ interests across the globe. His experience extends to a wide variety of industries, includ-
ing automotive, airlines, energy, financial services, health care, gaming, real estate and retail. He also 
regularly advises companies’ management and boards of directors regarding fiduciary duty issues 
in financially distressed situations. Mr. Mazza’s representative clients include TridentUSA Health 
Services, a nationwide mobile diagnostics health care provider; SunEdison, Inc., a renewable energy 
project developer, in its chapter 11 case (the largest filed in 2016) and successful emergence from 
bankruptcy; Exide Technologies, a global transportation and industrial battery manufacturer, in its 
successful chapter 11 restructuring of more than $600 million of debt; C&S Wholesale Grocers as 
the co-chair of the official committee of unsecured creditors in the second chapter 11 case of the 
Great Atlantic and Pacific Tea Company (A&P), a grocery store chain; Unified Grocers as co-chair of 
the official committee of unsecured creditors in the chapter 11 case of Haggen, Inc., a grocery store 
chain; and Dynegy Inc. in connection with certain corporate transactions. Prior to joining Skadden 
in 2012, his representative matters included handling major chapter 11 cases for Visteon Corp. (auto 
supplier), A&P (grocer), Calpine Corp. (power producer) and UAL Corp. (parent of United Airlines). 
In 2014, Mr. Mazza was recognized as one of the nation’s “Outstanding Young Restructuring Law-
yers” by Turnaround & Workouts. He also has been named to Chambers USA, The Best Lawyers in 
America and IFLR1000, where he is listed as Highly Regarded. Mr. Mazza received his B.A. cum 
laude in 1997 from Vanderbilt University and his J.D. magna cum laude in 2001 from the University 
of Illinois College of Law.

James I. McClammy is a civil litigation partner with Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP in New York, 
where he represents clients in securities, commodities and antitrust class actions, bankruptcy-related 
litigation, and other complex federal and state law litigation. He has a broad litigation practice, in-
cluding financial institutions, corporations, debtors, creditors and creditor committees in a wide range 
of matters, including securities, commodities and antitrust class actions, bankruptcy-related litiga-
tion, and other complex federal and state law litigation. Mr. McClammy has substantial trial experi-
ence and has also participated in mediation and other alternative dispute resolution proceedings. His 
recent matters include the representation of banks, other financial institutions and hedge funds in 
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class actions asserting violations of the federal securities and antitrust laws; lenders and other credi-
tors in contested bankruptcy litigation; pharmaceutical and other debtors in challenging chapter 11 
proceedings; and the foreign representatives of numerous companies seeking relief from the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court. Mr. McClammy received his B.A. from Yale University and his J.D. summa cum 
laude from Seton Hall University School of Law, where he served as articles editor of the Seton Hall 
Law Review.

James E. Millstein is the co-chairman of Guggenheim Securities, LLC in New York, the investment 
banking and capital markets business of Guggenheim Partners, a global investment and advisory 
firm. Prior to joining Guggenheim in 2018, he was the founder and CEO at Millstein & Co. His repre-
sentative engagements at Guggenheim include advice to Fannie Mae in connection with its potential 
recapitalization, to Knighthead Capital and Certares Management in connection with their acquisition 
of Hertz out of chapter 11, and to the Governor of the State of California in connection with PG&E’s 
chapter 11. His representative engagements at Millstein & Co. include advice to the Commonwealth 
of Puerto Rico in connection with the management of its $75 billion of institutional indebtedness, to 
US Airways in connection with its acquisition of American Airlines out of chapter 11, and advice to 
Caesars in connection with its financial restructuring in chapter 11. From 2009-11, Mr. Millstein was 
the CRO at the U.S. Department of the Treasury, where he was responsible for oversight and manage-
ment of the Department’s largest investments in the financial sector and was the principal architect of 
AIG’s restructuring and recapitalization. Prior to joining the Treasury, he served as managing director 
and global co-head of Corporate Restructuring at Lazard from 2000-08. Before joining Lazard, he 
was partner and head of the Corporate Restructuring practice at Cleary, Gottlieb, Steen & Hamilton. 
Mr. Millstein is an adjunct professor of law at Georgetown University Law Center, where he teaches 
Federal Regulation of Financial Institutions, and an adjunct professor of law at Columbia University 
School of Law, where he teaches sovereign, municipal and corporate restructuring. He is a Fellow 
of the American College of Bankruptcy and was a commissioner on ABI’s Commission to Study the 
Reform of Chapter 11. Mr. Millstein received his B.A. in politics from Princeton University in 1978, 
his M.A. in political science from the University of California at Berkeley in 1979 and his J.D. from 
Columbia University School of Law in 1982, where he was a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar.

Dr. Edward R. Morrison is the Charles Evans Gerber Professor of Law and co-director of the Rich-
man Center for Business, Law, and Public Policy at Columbia University in New York. He was also 
a member of and co-reporter for the Advisory Committee on Financial Contracts, Derivatives, and 
Safe Harbors for the ABI Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11. Dr. Morrison is an expert 
in corporate finance and restructuring, household finance and consumer bankruptcy, and contract law. 
He also is co-editor of the Journal of Legal Studies. Dr. Morrison’s scholarship has addressed cor-
porate reorganization, consumer bankruptcy, the regulation of systemic market risk, and foreclosure 
and mortgage modification. His recent work studies patterns in intercreditor agreements, valuation 
disputes in corporate bankruptcies, racial disparities in chapter 13 bankruptcy filings, and the rela-
tionship between financial distress and mortality rates. Dr. Morrison teaches contracts, bankruptcy 
law and corporate finance. He also is faculty director of the Law School’s Executive LL.M. Program. 
Dr. Morrison received the 2018 Willis L.M. Reese Prize for Excellence in Teaching, awarded by the 
graduating class of the law school. His research has been published in the American Economic Re-
view, Journal of Law & Economics and other leading peer-reviewed publications, and his work has 
been cited by the bankruptcy bench and bar and received support from the National Science Founda-
tion and Pew Charitable Trusts. Dr. Morrison and his co-author received the 2012 ABI John Wesley 
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Steen Law Review Writing Prize for an article on the Dodd-Frank Act published in the ABI Law 
Review. He is a member of the National Bankruptcy Conference and recently served as a director of 
the American Law & Economics Association, member of the Supreme Court’s Advisory Committee 
on Bankruptcy Rules, and associate editor of the American Law & Economics Review. Dr. Morrison 
was the Paul H. and Theo Leffmann Professor of Commercial Law at the University of Chicago Law 
School from 2013-14. He first began teaching at Columbia Law School in 2003 and from 2009-12 
was the Harvey R. Miller Professor of Law and Economics. He also clerked for Justice Antonin Sca-
lia of the U.S. Supreme Court and for Hon. Richard A. Posner of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Seventh Circuit. Dr. Morrison received his J.D. with high honors in 2000 and was an articles editor of 
the University of Chicago Law Review, and he received his M.A. in 1997 and his Ph.D. in economics 
in 2003 from the University of Chicago.

James P. Muenker is a partner with DLA Piper in Dallas and has more than 25 years of experience 
representing publicly and privately held companies, boards of directors, equityholders, lenders, of-
ficial and ad hoc committees, creditors’ trusts and trustees, high-net-worth individuals and major 
stakeholders in a variety of restructuring matters, commercial disputes and other transactions. He also 
regularly represents purchasers and sellers in distressed M&A transactions, including § 363 sales.  
While Mr. Muenker represents clients across all industries, he has significant experience in the health 
care, energy, hospitality, media and sport industries. He received his B.S. from Oklahoma State Uni-
versity and his J.D. from the University of Oklahoma.

Brian Newman is a partner in CohnReznick LLP’s Hartford, Conn., office and practice leader of the 
firm’s Federal Tax Services nationally. He has more than 30 years of experience and concentrates on 
the formation, operation and dissolution of partnerships, C-corporations, S-corporations and limited 
liability companies. He also has experience dealing with tax issues for family-owned and Fortune 
500 businesses, serving clients across various industries including real estate, manufacturing and 
distribution, technology and construction. Mr. Newman is a member of CohnReznick’s Performance 
Improvement practice, where he helps the firm increase collaboration across service lines and create 
new services to help clients drive growth. He is a frequent speaker and author on issues involving 
federal and state taxation and partnership taxation matters, and he was appointed an adjunct profes-
sor for the University of Hartford’s M.S. in Taxation program. Mr. Newman is a frequent speaker 
and author on issues involving federal and state taxation and partnership taxation matters. As a past 
trustee of the Connecticut Society of Certified Public Accountants’ Educational Trust Fund, he is 
actively involved in the Greater Hartford community. Mr. Newman received his B.S. from Central 
Connecticut State University.

Kelli S. Norfleet is a partner with Haynes and Boone LLP in Houston, where she represents clients 
in connection with business bankruptcy and insolvency law and related litigation, financings, disposi-
tions and other restructuring transactions. She handles both in-court and out-of-court restructurings 
for clients in the oil and gas, oilfield services and electric power sectors, as well as in the engineering 
and construction, technology and aviation industries. Ms. Norfleet works with chapter 11 debtors, se-
cured creditors, unsecured creditors, and other parties in interest. She has represented clients in some 
of the largest recent chapter 11 cases, including cases filed by JC Penney Co., Neiman Marcus Group 
Ltd. and McDermott International Inc. Ms. Norfleet was identified in a 2020 analysis by The Texas 
Lawbook as one of the state’s busiest bankruptcy lawyers by case assignment. She was also selected 
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for inclusion in The Best Lawyers in America from 2020-23 for bankruptcy and creditor/debtor rights/
insolvency and reorganization law, and in Texas Super Lawyers “Rising Stars” in 2022. Ms. Norfleet 
received her B.A. in political science summa cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa in 2006 from Texas 
A&M University, and her J.D. magna cum laude in 2009 from American University Washington Col-
lege of Law, where she was admitted to the Order of the Coif and served as associate executive editor 
of the American University International Law Review.

Randy Nussbaum is an attorney with Sacks Tierney P.A. in Scottsdale, Ariz., and has assisted in-
dividuals and businesses with complex bankruptcy protection (debtor and creditor), transaction and 
litigation matters for more than 42 years. He has represented secured and unsecured creditors, surety 
companies, creditors’ committees, lessors, professional athletes, doctors, lawyers, and trustees in 
chapter 5, 7, 11 and 13 proceedings, including adversary actions (bankruptcy litigation). The cases 
have involved such diverse matters as real estate, construction, manufacturing, trucking, asset-based 
lending, bankruptcy related to divorce, and high-value and complex individual bankruptcies. Mr. 
Nussbaum is a Certified Bankruptcy Specialist by the Arizona Board of Legal Specialization and is 
Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification. He has been 
named to the Super Lawyers “Top 50” list of Arizona attorneys multiple times and has been listed in 
The Best Lawyers in America annually since 2010; he was selected as its “Lawyer of the Year” (Scott-
sdale) for Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights in 2019 and for Bankruptcy Litigation in 2021. Mr. 
Nussbaum is a 1990 graduate of Scottsdale Leadership and has volunteered for the organization for 
nearly 30 years, serves on its advisory board, and is a recipient of the prestigious Frank W. Hodges 
Alumni Achievement Award. He also served as a Sterling Awards Jurist for the Scottsdale Chamber 
of Commerce and received the Chamber’s Volunteer of the Year Award for 2017. In 2018, he was 
inducted into the Scottsdale History Hall of Fame. Mr. Nussbaum received his B.A. cum laude and 
in 1977 his J.D. in 1980 from Arizona State University, graduating in the top 25 percent of his class.

Brad Orelowitz, CPA is a senior vice president of The Michel-Shaked Group in Boston. For almost 
30 years, he has provided business consulting services to boards of directors, investors, sharehold-
ers, law firms and governmental agencies nationwide, including more than 20 years with MSG. Prior 
to joining MSG, Mr. Orelowitz was the CFO of a retail business and an audit manager for a public 
accounting firm. His practice at MSG focuses on valuation, bankruptcy, damages, accounting, se-
curities, capital markets, employment, and pensions and retirement plan issues. Mr. Orelowitz has 
performed valuations, solvency and damages analyses in numerous industries, including cable, drug 
distribution, education, energy, financial services, health care, industrial, insurance, leisure, manufac-
turing, media, medical, pharmaceuticals, real estate, retail, software, sports franchises, technology, 
telecommunications, tire and rubber and tobacco. A significant number of his assignments involved 
financial distress, restructuring, solvency and other bankruptcy-related consulting. Mr. Orelowitz has 
written on topics such as valuation, bankruptcy, pension and ERISA issues. He is a member of the 
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA) and ABI, and he has contributed several 
articles on valuation and bankruptcy to the ABI Journal. He has also delivered seminars to law firms 
and has taught business school classes on valuation as a guest lecturer. Mr. Orelowitz received his a 
Bachelor of Commerce with accounting and auditing majors and a Bachelor of Accounting Science 
with honors from the University of South Africa, and his M.B.A. with high honors from Boston Uni-
versity.
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Almedina Palic is a director with Birch Lake Associates LLC in Chicago, where she evaluates in-
vestment opportunities and works with senior executives to implement value accretive strategies. She 
has experience working with capital providers and stakeholders on portfolio management, capital-
raising, and mergers and acquisitions. Her recent experience includes transactions in the food, lo-
gistics and tech-enabled services sectors. Ms. Palic joined Birch Lake from the Industrials Group at 
SunTrust Robinson Humphrey, and previously held positions at Bank of America Merrill Lynch and 
Eli Lilly & Co. She is an active member of leading trade associations, including the Women’s Asso-
ciation of Venture and Equity (WAVE). Ms. Palic received her B.S. in finance from the Kelley School 
of Business at Indiana University.

Morgan L. Patterson is a partner with Womble Bond Dickinson in Wilmington, Del., where her 
practice focuses on corporate bankruptcy and creditors’ rights in complex chapter 11 proceedings. 
She has broad experience representing debtors, creditors’ committees, lenders, bondholders, secured 
and unsecured creditors, liquidation trustees, landlords, asset-purchasers, and other interested entities 
in various bankruptcy reorganization and liquidation proceedings. Ms. Patterson’s bankruptcy work 
includes all matters of litigation and transactions, including involuntary petitions, avoidance actions, 
relief-from-stay proceedings, trustee motions, sale and purchase of assets, executory contracts and 
lease issues, post-petition financing, disclosure statements, plan confirmation, and representing liq-
uidating trustees and plan administrators in the winding down of estates. She also has expertise with 
cross-border insolvency proceedings, specifically with respect to the consummation of large cross-
border asset sales. Ms. Patterson is Membership chair for the International Women’s Insolvency & 
Restructuring Confederation’s Delaware Chapter and is a member of the Federal Bar Association, 
ABI, the Delaware Bankruptcy Inn of Court and the Delaware State Bar Association. She has been 
listed in Chambers USA as a Ranked Lawyer for Bankruptcy/Restructuring in Delaware since 2022 
and was listed as a “Delaware Rising Star” in Bankruptcy by Super Lawyers from 2018-19. Ms. 
Patterson received her B.A. magna cum laude in 2005 from Temple University and her J.D. magna 
cum laude in 2009 from Widener University School of Law, where she was Bluebook editor of the 
Delaware Journal of Corporate Law.

Thomas E. Patterson is a partner with KTBS Law LLP in Los Angeles. He has represented debt-
ors, creditors’ committees and secured creditors in many large chapter 11 cases, and has also been 
involved in many significant insurer insolvency matters in California. Mr. Patterson has represented 
many chapter 11 debtors, including Brotman Medical Center, the developer of the Lake Las Vegas 
Resort and Development, Thorpe Insulation Co. (special appellate counsel in connection with a plan 
proposed under § 524(g) of the Bankruptcy Code), Imagyn Medical Technologies Inc., Aquarius 
Promotional Enterprises Inc. and Cool Fuel Incorporated. He also has extensive experience in rep-
resenting secured creditors and the lenders, and has represented many committees. Mr. Patterson is 
a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and has participated extensively in continuing edu-
cation panels for the American Law Institute, Financial Lawyers Conference, ABI, the Los Angeles 
County Bar Association and other organizations. Mr. Patterson was named the 2011 Century City 
Bankruptcy Attorney of the year and is listed in The Best Lawyers in America and Chambers USA, 
among other honors. He has served as secretary (2004-05), vice president and seminar coordinator 
(2005-06), president (2006-07) and member of the board of governors (1998-2001, 2003-present) of 
the Financial Lawyers Conference, and has been a member of the Debtor-Creditor Relations Com-
mittee of the Business Law Section of the California State Bar (1992-95) and of the Bankruptcy 
Subcommittee of the Commercial Law and Bankruptcy Committee of the Los Angeles County Bar 
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Association (1994-97). He is the author of “Current Issues Involving Adequate Protection in Real 
Estate Bankruptcies,” 22 California Bankruptcy Journal 75 (1994), and is a contributing author to 
Collier on Bankruptcy. Mr. Patterson received his B.A. with first-class honors in philosophy from 
the University of Manitoba. He attended Oxford University on a Rhodes Scholarship, from which 
he graduated with a B.A. in jurisprudence (First Class) in 1984 and a Bachelor of Civil Law (First 
Class) in 1985. He subsequently served as a Bigelow Fellow and Lecturer in Law at the University of 
Chicago Law School from 1985-86.

David T. Plastino, CPA, ABV is a principal with The Brattle Group, Inc. in Boston, where he serves 
as practice leader of its Bankruptcy & Restructuring department and co-leader of its Tax Controversy 
& Transfer Pricing group. He is an expert in financial economics, with more than 20 years of finance 
and consulting experience. Mr. Plastino leads engagements related to bankruptcy, restructuring, tax 
controversy and complex litigation. He regularly advises on corporate transactions, including merg-
ers and acquisitions, recapitalizations, and the formation and restructuring of joint ventures. He also 
specializes in economic and financial analyses, with a particular emphasis on corporate valuation, 
securities analysis and complex financial modeling. Mr. Plastino has experience analyzing, valuing 
and assessing the credit quality of companies, and regularly advises on the economics of related-party 
transactions. His clients include leading nonprofits, corporations, investment funds, law firms and 
government entities. In addition to his consulting practice, Mr. Plastino is a lecturer in finance at the 
Boston University Questrom School of Business, where he teaches an advanced course in corporate 
financial management. His research interests focus on the modeling and valuation of privately held 
companies and illiquid securities. He has published numerous articles and regularly presents to at-
torneys, corporate managers, law students and academics. Prior to joining Brattle, Mr. Plastino spent 
several years in the national tax department of a Big Four accounting firm and more than 13 years at 
a boutique corporate finance and litigation consulting firm. He received his B.A. from Swarthmore 
College and his M.B.A. and M.S.I.S. from the Boston University Graduate School of Management.

Sarah Primrose is a senior associate with King & Spalding LLP in Atlanta and represents debtors, 
lenders, investors, secured and unsecured creditors, and other parties in interest in a broad range 
of restructuring and special-situations matters, including high-profile chapter 11 cases, out-of-court 
restructurings and bankruptcy-related acquisitions. In addition, she represents litigants in contested 
matters, adversary proceedings, federal court appeals, and other complex bankruptcy and insolvency 
litigation. Ms. Primrose’s practice spans a number of industries, including energy, health care, tech-
nology, manufacturing, retail, real estate, restaurant and hospitality. Prior to joining King & Spald-
ing, she clerked for Hon. James E. Graves, Jr. of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit and 
Chief Judge Paul G. Hyman, Jr. of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of Florida. 
Ms. Primrose is a longtime member of the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Con-
federation’s Georgia Network (for which serves as a director at large), the Turnaround Management 
Association’s Atlanta Chapter and ABI, for which she co-chairs its Ethics and Professional Compen-
sation Committee. A regular speaker and prolific author, her work has been published in numerous 
industry journals, law reviews and other publications, and she is the edited of Best of ABI 2022: The 
Year in Business Bankruptcy. Ms. Primrose is an ABI 2022 “40 Under 40” honoree, and in 2020, 
2021 and 2022, she was named as one of Yahoo! Finance’s HERoes — 100 Future Leaders. She was 
also named a Rising Star by Private Debt Investor in 2022 and was named to Georgia Trend Maga-
zine’s “40 Under 40” list in 2020. Ms. Primrose received her B.A. with honors and Phi Beta Kappa 
from Pennsylvania State University, and her J.D. summa cum laude from Michigan State University.
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Amy A. Quackenboss is the executive director of the American Bankruptcy Institute in Alexandria, 
Va. Prior to initially joining ABI as deputy executive director and general counsel, she practiced law 
at Hunton & Williams LLP, where she focused her practice on bankruptcy litigation and restructuring. 
Ms. Quackenboss has significant experience representing lenders, secured and unsecured creditors, 
indenture trustees, creditors’ committees, and acquirers of assets in chapter 11 bankruptcies. In 2002, 
she was honored with the H. Sol Clark award by the State Bar of Georgia for her commitment to pro 
bono work. Ms. Quackenboss received her B.A. from Miami University of Ohio and her J.D. from 
Washington & Lee School of Law, and upon graduation clerked for a U.S. magistrate judge in the 
Southern District of West Virginia.

Prof. Nancy B. Rapoport is a University of Nevada, Las Vegas Distinguished Professor, the Garman 
Turner Gordon Professor of Law at the William S. Boyd School of Law, University of Nevada, Las 
Vegas, and an Affiliate Professor of Business Law and Ethics in the Lee Business School at UNLV. 
Her specialties are bankruptcy ethics, ethics in governance, law firm behavior, and the depiction of 
lawyers in popular culture. Previously, she clerked for Hon. Joseph T. Sneed III on the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit following law school, then practiced primarily bankruptcy law with 
Morrison & Foerster in San Francisco from 1986-91. Prof. Rapoport started her academic career 
at The Ohio State University College of Law in 1991, and she moved from assistant professor to 
associate professor with tenure in 1995 to associate dean for Student Affairs (1996) and professor 
(1998), just as she left Ohio State to become dean and professor of law at the University of Nebraska 
College of Law from 1998-2000. She then served as dean and professor of law at the University of 
Houston Law Center from July 2000-May 2006 and as professor of law from June 2006-June 2007, 
when she left to join the faculty at Boyd. She served as interim dean of Boyd from 2012-13, as senior 
advisor to the president of UNLV from 2014-15, as acting executive vice president and provost from 
2015-16, as acting senior vice president for Finance and Business (for July and August 2017), and as 
special counsel to the president from May 2016-June 2018. Prof. Rapoport is admitted to the bars of 
the states of California, Ohio, Nebraska, Texas and Nevada and of the U.S. Supreme Court. In 2001, 
she was elected to membership in the American Law Institute, and in 2002, she received a Distin-
guished Alumna Award from Rice University. In 2017, she was inducted into Phi Kappa Phi (Chapter 
100). She is a Fellow of the American Bar Foundation and of the American College of Bankruptcy. 
In 2009, the Association of Media and Entertainment Counsel presented her with the Public Service 
Counsel Award at the 4th Annual Counsel of the Year Awards. In 2017, she received the Commercial 
Law League of America’s Lawrence P. King Award for Excellence in Bankruptcy, and in 2018, she 
was one of the recipients of the NAACP Legacy Builder Awards (Las Vegas Branch #1111). She has 
served as the fee examiner or as chair of the fee review committee in such large bankruptcy cases as 
Zetta Jet, Toys ’R Us, Caesars, Station Casinos, Pilgrim’s Pride and Mirant. Prof. Rapoport appeared 
in the Academy Award®-nominated movie Enron: The Smartest Guys in the Room (Magnolia Pic-
tures 2005) as herself. She received her B.A. summa cum laude from Rice University in 1982 and her 
J.D. from Stanford Law School in 1985.

Ellen P. Ray is a sole practitioner with Ellen P. Ray, Esq., Main Street Law Offices in Richmond 
Va., and has focused on consumer bankruptcy representation in chapter 7 and 13 matters since 1996. 
Before that, she was the attorney for the Richmond City Department of Social Services for two years 
and had worked in the field of domestic relations and guardian ad litem representation of children 
since graduating from law school. Ms. Ray has handled, sometimes with the assistance of an associ-
ate, more than 5,700 consumer bankruptcy cases since 1996. She is admitted to practice in the U.S. 
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Bankruptcy Courts for the Eastern and Western Districts of Virginia, the U.S. District Court for the 
Eastern District of Virginia, and in all courts in the Commonwealth of Virginia. Ms. Ray is a member 
of the Virginia State Bar, ABI, Richmond Bar Association and the National Association of Chapter 
13 Trustees (NACTT), and she has been a member of National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy 
Attorneys (NACBA) and National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees (NABT) in past years. She 
received her B.A. in history and political science in 1984 from North Texas State University (now 
University of North Texas), then attended several semesters at the College of William Mary doing 
post-graduate work while working for Legislative Services at the Virginia State Capital before enter-
ing law school in the fall of 1987. She received her J.D. from Marshall Wythe School of Law at the 
College of William and Mary in 1990.

Mark A. Renzi is a member of Berkeley Research Group, LLC Corporate Finance in Boston and 
specializes in performance improvement and restructurings. He has more than 20 years of business 
experience, with approximately 16 years of financial consulting experience, including liquidity and 
capital structure assessment, debt and equity restructuring advice, and identification of reorganiza-
tion alternatives. Mr. Renzi has experience across a broad range of industries, including financial 
services, retail and consumer products, metals, manufacturing, health care, chemical, oil and gas, 
and telecommunications. He has provided restructuring services on more than 35 engagements in 
both out-of-court workout situations and chapter 11 proceedings. Further, he has advised distressed 
companies with day-to-day management activities, including development of pro forma financials, 
cash-flow management, cost rationalization, and identification of liquidity enhancing activities. He 
also has provided restructuring advice to portfolio companies of private-equity firms and has served 
in interim management positions. Mr. Renzi is experienced in analyzing and implementing strategic 
and operational change, including the refinement of business plans and redeployment of capital to ad-
dress changing industry conditions, as well as stabilizing and fixing noncore operations through prod-
uct and customer rationalization initiatives. He has developed options and solutions through detailed 
financial and operational analyses while collaborating closely with management and other stake-
holders. In addition to operational turnarounds, he has assisted in financial restructurings, including 
refinancings, recapitalizations, debt-for-equity swaps, and strategic mergers and acquisitions. Previ-
ously, Mr. Renzi was a senior managing director at a global business advisory firm with a 15-year 
tenure. He also worked at a boutique money management firm in New York evaluating equity and 
commodity derivative portfolios, and he held various positions in FP&A, business plan development, 
treasury and global cash management. Mr. Renzi received his B.A. in economics from Washington 
College and his M.S. in finance from Boston College.

Michael P. Richman is a partner at Steinhilber Swanson LLP in Madison, Wis., where he focuses on 
representing chapter 11 business debtors, creditors and creditors’ committees and advises on virtu-
ally every aspect of financial distress and bankruptcy, as well as out-of-court restructurings. He also 
is an experienced litigator who frequently represents parties in commercial litigation in state and 
federal courts. In addition to chapter 11 business debtor, creditor and creditor committee work, Mr. 
Richman’s bankruptcy experience includes the prosecution and defense of preference and fraudulent 
conveyance cases, breach-of-duty claims against corporate insiders, and advocacy for purchasers of 
assets under § 363. Prior to moving to Wisconsin and joining Steinhilber Swanson in April 2018, his 
legal practice was centered in New York City in the federal, state and bankruptcy courts located in 
the Southern District of New York, and he appeared frequently in Delaware. He maintains his active 
bar admission in New York, and continues to represent clients in bankruptcy and litigation matters 
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across the nation. In a career of more than 40 years, he has appeared in courts in more than 20 states. 
Mr. Richman is a past president of ABI and chaired the Section 363 Subcommittee of ABI’s Com-
mission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11, and he served as co-vice chair of ABI’s National Ethics 
Task Force. He has for many years been listed in Super Lawyers and has written numerous articles 
on ethics in bankruptcy practice published in the ABI Journal. He also is a regular lecturer on bank-
ruptcy ethics topics for ABI and the Practicing Law Institute, and over the past 25 years has been an 
invited speaker/lecturer at hundreds of bankruptcy conferences on many other topics. In addition, he 
is the founder and a performing member of ABI’s house band, the Indubitable Equivalents, which 
plays classic rock at bankruptcy conferences. Mr. Richman is a member of the board of directors 
of the Madison Symphony Orchestra, and since January 2018 he has taught bankruptcy law as an 
adjunct Professor of Law at the University of Wisconsin Law School in Madison. He received his 
undergraduate degree with honors from Vassar College and his J.D. from Columbia Law School, 
where he was a Harlan Fiske Stone scholar and was awarded the David M. Berger award in honor of 
Prof. Wolfgang Friedmann for distinction in international law. He also served as managing editor of 
the Columbia Journal of Transnational Law.

William J. Rochelle, III is ABI’s editor-at-large, based in New York. He joined ABI in 2015 and 
writes every day on developments in consumer and reorganization law. For the prior nine years, Mr. 
Rochelle was the bankruptcy columnist for Bloomberg News. Before turning to journalism, he prac-
ticed bankruptcy law for 35 years, including 17 years as a partner in the New York office of Fulbright 
& Jaworski LLP. In addition to writing, Mr. Rochelle travels the country for ABI, speaking to bar 
groups and professional organizations on hot topics in the turnaround community and trends in con-
sumer bankruptcies. He earned his undergraduate and law degrees from Columbia University, where 
he was a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar.

Robin Russell is a deputy managing partner with Hunton Andrews Kurth LLP in Houston. Prior to 
her appointment to that position in April 2018, she served as managing partner of the Houston office 
of Andrews Kurth LLP for seven years and co-chaired the firm’s national bankruptcy and restructur-
ing practice for more than 15 years. Ms. Russell is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy 
and is recognized by Chambers USA as an Eminent Practitioner in Texas bankruptcy. Throughout 
her career, she has been involved in numerous bank holding company bankruptcies, including In re 
First City Bancorp and In re The One Bancorp, where she represented the unsecured creditors’ com-
mittee; In re Bank of New England Corporation, where she served as counsel to the chapter 7 trustee 
for more than 20 years and was the lead bankruptcy attorney in litigation against both the FDIC and 
the debtor’s audit firm; and In re Bank East Corporation, where she served as counsel to the largest 
noteholders and the post-confirmation  liquidating debtor. Ms. Russell is also a prolific writer and 
speaker on issues related to banking, lending and distressed  institutions. She presented A Servant of 
Two Masters: The Dilemma Faced by a Director Who Jointly Serves Both a Bank and its Affiliated 
Holding Company at an annual meeting of the American Bar Association, and she co-authored two 
publications: A Chapter 7 Case Study and “Understanding the Risks of Directing an Institution in 
Financial Distress,” Chapter 5 of the Handbook for Directors of Financial Institutions. Ms. Russell 
received her J.D. from Baylor Law School, where she served as editor-in-chief of the Baylor Law 
Review, and her LL.M. in banking law studies from Boston University School of Law.



2023 ANNUAL SPRING MEETING

986

Edward L. Schnitzer is chair of Montgomery McCracken Walker & Rhoads LLP’s Bankruptcy and 
Financial Restructuring Department in New York and serves as a member of the firm’s Management 
Committee. He focuses his practice on bankruptcy and reorganization matters. Mr. Schnitzer has 
experience representing unsecured creditor committees, litigation & liquidation trustees, debtors, 
banks, equity committees and creditors in all aspects of bankruptcy practice, with particular focus 
on bankruptcy litigation, including the prosecution and defense of preferences, fraudulent transfers 
and other avoidance actions, claims objections, and collection and turnover actions. He is a court-
approved mediator in the U.S. Bankruptcy Courts for the District of Delaware and the Southern and 
Eastern Districts of New York, and he has mediated disputes in the Health Diagnostic, Standard 
Register, Borders and WP Steel bankruptcy cases. He also is a member of the New York City Bar 
Association’s Pro Bono Bankruptcy Panel, and has represented individuals in need of pro bono as-
sistance in adversary proceedings. Upon graduation from law school, Mr. Schnitzer served as an 
Assistant District Attorney in the Bronx, where he briefed and argued appeals before the Appellate 
Division, New York Court of Appeals, Southern District of New York and Second Circuit, as well as 
tried several cases and assisted with the prosecution of a first-degree-murder trial. He then joined the 
Enforcement Division of the Securities & Exchange Commission, where he investigated violations of 
the Federal Securities Laws. Prior to joining Montgomery McCracken, Mr. Schnitzer served as chair 
of an international law firm’s bankruptcy and financial restructuring practice group. He received his 
B.A. cum laude from the University of Pennsylvania and his J.D. from Columbia University School 
of Law, and he earned a Certificate of Completion for the Inaugural Bankruptcy Mediation Class 
from St. John’s University School of Law and the Hugh L. Carey Center for Dispute Resolution.

Anthony V. Sexton is a tax partner in Kirkland & Ellis LLP’s Chicago office, where he focuses his 
practice on representing debtors, creditors and potential investors in connection with all aspects of 
in- and out-of-court restructuring transactions, special situations and financings (including liability-
management transactions), the interpretation and application of tax-sharing agreements, and other 
complex structuring issues. He has been tax counsel in many of the largest and most complex re-
structurings in recent years. Mr. Sexton has obtained several novel private-letter rulings from the 
Internal Revenue Service to optimize the tax outcomes for his restructuring clients, has been listed as 
a “Bankruptcy Tax Specialist in the Nation’s Major Law Firms” by Turnarounds & Workouts since 
2018, and was listed as a leading lawyer and “noted for his tax work as it relates to bankruptcies and 
restructurings” in the 2022 edition of Chambers USA. He frequently speaks at conferences, writes 
articles, and participates in the drafting of comment letters regarding the tax matters that are relevant 
to distressed companies. Mr. Sexton is currently a member of the Committee on Government Submis-
sions of the ABA Tax Section, with responsibility for submissions made by the Corporate; Affiliated 
and Related Corporations; and Tax Collection, Bankruptcy and Workouts Committees. He is an edi-
tor of a chapter in Colliers on Bankruptcy Taxation, is a member of the planning committee for the 
University of Chicago Federal Tax Conference, teaches courses on the taxation of bankrupt compa-
nies and general business planning at the University of Chicago Law School, and is a member of the 
Board of Trustees of the Taxpayers’ Federation of Illinois. He previously was chair of the Affiliated 
and Related Corporations Committee of the ABA Tax Section from 2021–22. Mr. Sexton received 
his B.F.A. in music education with high honors in 2007 from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 
and his J.D. in 2011 from he University of Chicago Law School, where he was the sole recipient of 
highest honors in his class.
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Summer M. Shaw is the managing attorney at Shaw & Hanover PC, a bankruptcy boutique law firm 
serving Southern California with its main office located in Palm Desert, Calif. She is a Bankruptcy 
Specialist certified by the State Bar of California and represents debtors, creditors and trustees in 
chapter 7, 11, 12 and 13 bankruptcy proceedings and enjoys litigating matters before the U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Courts in the Central District of California. Ms. Shaw is a very active member of the bank-
ruptcy bar and has served as a professor of bankruptcy law at the California Desert Trial Academy 
(CDTA). She also served as co-chair of ABI’s first Consumer Practice Extravaganza in 2021, and she 
served as an education co-chair for the Consumer Education Programs at the Annual California Bank-
ruptcy Forum Conferences for 2016 and 2019. In addition, she has been invited to speak at various 
education programs covering secured debt litigation, small business bankruptcies, individual chapter 
11s, and bankruptcy law and crossover issues with civil litigation, family law, probate law and crimi-
nal law. Ms. Shaw is admitted to practice in all state and federal courts in California as well before the 
Ninth and Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals, and before the U.S. District Court for the Central District 
of California. She enjoys volunteering her time as often as possible through her local bar association’s 
“Lawyer in the Library” program, assisting veterans through the Veterans Legal Institute, and volun-
teering her time to help educate new attorneys in the bankruptcy community whenever possible. Ms. 
Shaw was a selected as a member of the inaugural class of ABI’s “40 Under 40” in 2017, and in 2018, 
she received the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorney’s National Distinguished 
Service Award. She has also been named one of Palm Springs Life Magazine’s Top Bankruptcy Law-
yers and was honored to be a part of the 2015 and 2016 Central District of California Bankruptcy 
Court’s Pro Bono Honor Roll. Ms. Shaw received her B.S. in political science with a minor in law and 
society from the University of California, Riverside and her J.D. from Western State College of Law.

Jack D. Solano is counsel with Sen. Richard Durbin’s Judiciary Committee staff, where he covers 
bankruptcy policy, among other issues. Previously, he served as counsel with the House Committee 
on Homeland Security and worked as a junior associate in Willkie Farr & Gallagher’s Litigation 
department. Mr. Solano received his B.A. in political science and government in 2014 from Howard 
University and his J.D. in 2017 from Harvard Law School.

Cullen A. Drescher Speckhart is chair of Cooley LLP’s business restructuring & reorganization 
practice and partner in charge of its Washington, D.C., office. She is a top advocate in corporate re-
structuring and financial litigation, with a diverse practice spanning a range of industries, including 
health care, life sciences, technology, energy and retail. Ms. Speckhart regularly represents debtors, 
creditors’ committees, trustees and foreign representatives in significant bankruptcy matters through-
out the U.S. Having led some of the largest and most significant restructuring engagements in a 
multitude of jurisdictions, she has deep experience in complex insolvency litigation. Her recent prac-
tice experience includes serving as lead restructuring counsel to official creditor constituencies in 
Mallinckrodt, LTL Management (Johnson & Johnson), Endo International, Le Tote, 24 Hour Fitness 
and White Stallion Energy. Ms. Speckhart also acts as lead restructuring counsel to companies seek-
ing to reorganize in and out of court and provides business risk management and strategic advice to 
entities across such industries as technology, life sciences, cyber services and cryptocurrency. Her 
company-side practice involves representation of public and private debtors in chapter 11 cases, and 
she often confronts complex emerging legal issues and matters of public importance. Her current 
work on behalf of companies in bankruptcy includes representing Ascena Retail Group (Ann Taylor, 
Loft, Lane Bryant), as well as serving as lead restructuring counsel to Enjoy Technology, NS8, Phase-
Bio Pharmaceuticals, Quanergy Systems and Lucira Health in chapter 11 proceedings. Ms. Speckhart 
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is a frequent speaker on corporate insolvencies, restructuring in life sciences and technology, career 
and professional development, advocacy and leadership. In 2015, she co-authored the ABI’s manual 
on Chapter 15, and in 2017, she was selected as a member of ABI’s inaugural “40 Under 40” class. 
In 2021, on account of exemplary practice performance and leadership, she was named Restructur-
ing Lawyer of the Year at the Global M&A Network’s 13th Annual Turnaround Atlas Awards. Ms. 
Speckhart serves on the advisory board of the Institute for Restructuring Studies at the University of 
Pennsylvania, and her career, practice and leadership experiences have been covered by numerous 
national media outlets. As part of her work on issues related to diversity, equity and inclusion and 
women’s initiatives, she led a team in designing and delivering a bespoke leadership training program 
for Cooley professionals seeking development in confidence, public speaking and personal branding. 
Before entering private practice, Ms. Speckhart clerked for then-Chief Judge Stephen C. St. John of 
the US Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of Virginia. During law school, she was the first 
prize winner of the ABI’s inaugural Bankruptcy Law Student Writing Competition and the first law 
student ever to receive the Thatcher Prize for Excellence, an award presented annually to a William 
& Mary graduate student of outstanding scholarship, leadership, service and character. Ms. Speckhart 
received her B.A. in politics and economics from Georgetown University and her J.D. from the Col-
lege of William & Mary, Marshall-Wythe School of Law.

Howard Steinberg, CPA, CIRA is a managing director in Houlihan Lokey’s Financial and Valua-
tion Advisory business in New York, where he provides tax structuring and due-diligence services to 
strategic and financial clients. He has advised numerous debtor companies, creditors and acquirers 
of distressed assets. He also has advised on many of the largest and most complex U.S. bankruptcies 
and served as an expert witness for the Toys “R” Us bankruptcy. Prior to joining Houlihan Lokey, 
Mr. Steinberg was a partner at KPMG, where he held senior leadership roles such as global head of 
Restructuring, Tax and Legal for KPMG International, partner in charge for KPMG U.S. M&A Tax, 
and partner in charge for KPMG U.S. Tax Restructuring Services. He also is a frequent speaker at 
industry functions. Mr. Steinberg received his Bachelor’s degree in economics from the Wharton 
School of the University of Pennsylvania, and his M.B.A. with Beta Gamma Sigma distinction from 
Columbia University.

Virginia Tate, CFE, CIRA, EA is president and co-founder of FAI International in Coeur d’Alene, 
Idaho, and has experience in bookkeeping, tax, forensic, audit, restructuring and fraud examination 
accounting methods. She also has experience in human resources and holds certifications in taxation, 
fraud and insolvency accounting. Ms. Tate is a member of ABI’s Bankruptcy Taxation and Legisla-
tion Committees, as well as the Association of Certified Fraud Examiners and the Association of 
Insolvency & Restructuring Advisors, and she is a frequent speaker. She also is Communications co-
chair of IWIRC’s Bayou Network. Ms. Tate received her B.S. in business administration with a focus 
on accounting from the University of Washington.

Brett S. Theisen is vice chair of Gibbons P.C.’s Financial Restructuring & Creditors’ Rights Group 
in New York. He has experience in all aspects of debtor/creditor relations, with a particular focus on 
complex corporate reorganizations and liquidations, and bankruptcy and insolvency-related litigation 
and appeals, including trial experience. Mr. Theisen’s clients include debtors-in-possession, trustees 
and other fiduciaries, official committees of unsecured creditors, secured creditors and lenders, in-
denture trustees, insurers, asset-purchasers, landlords and trade creditors. His litigation experience 
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covers a broad range of matters in federal and state courts, including Ponzi scheme litigation, com-
plex fraudulent transfer and preference actions, alter-ego/veil-piercing litigation, shareholder dis-
putes such as fraud, negligence, breach of fiduciary duty and related claims, and general commercial 
and contract disputes. Prior to practicing law, Mr. Theisen was an analyst in the equities-trading 
division at a leading international investment bank. He also worked for a Manhattan-based national 
sports agency, where he assisted in recruiting new clients, conducting due diligence in connection 
with contract negotiations, and securing endorsement and marketing opportunities for existing cli-
ents. Mr. Theisen is listed in Chambers USA Guide to America’s Leading Lawyers for Business and 
Bankruptcy/Restructuring, and selected to the both the New Jersey Super Lawyers and the New York 
Super Lawyers Rising Stars lists for Creditor/Debtor Rights, and he is a 2021 ABI “40 Under 40” 
honoree. He also received the Turnaround Awards “Restructuring of the Year” by The M&A Advisor 
in 2020. Mr. Theisen received his A.B. from Dartmouth College and his J.D. magna cum laude from 
Seton Hall University School of Law.

Michael H. Torkin is a partner with Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP in its Restructuring Practice in 
New York, and he founded the firm’s Private Capital and Special Situations Investment Group. His 
multidisciplinary practice includes representing companies on liability management, recapitalization 
and restructuring transactions, both in and out of court, domestically and internationally. He also 
routinely represents sponsors, acquirers of distressed businesses, and hedge fund and private-equity 
fund clients in connection with a broad array of special-situation investments and recapitalization 
transactions. During his career, Mr. Torkin has been involved in restructuring matters across the 
globe, including Canada, Latin American, Mexico, the U.K., Israel, Africa, The Netherlands and 
Australia. His practice has included the representation of numerous private-equity and hedge fund 
clients, including Angelo Gordon, The Blackstone Group, The Carlyle Group, Chambers Energy 
Partners, Charterhouse, First Reserve, KKR Credit, Platinum Equity, Pointstate Capital, Primavera 
Capital Group, Riverstone and Silver Lake Partners, as well as corporates on an array of transac-
tions. Mr. Torkin is ranked as a leading lawyer by Chambers USA and by Chambers Global and The 
Legal 500 United States, and he was recognized by The M&A Advisor as one of the top “40 under 
40” M&A, financing and turnaround professionals in 2010 and by Turnarounds & Workouts as one 
of 12 “Outstanding Young Restructuring Lawyers” in 2009 and 2010. He is a member of ABI and the 
Turnaround Management Association. Mr. Torkin received his B.A. in 1993 from the University of 
Western Ontario and his J.D. in 1997 from Osgoode Hall Law School.

Adrienne K. Walker is a partner with Locke Lord LLP in Boston and focuses her practice on re-
structuring and commercial finance. She has bankruptcy litigation experience in creditors’ rights 
and representing debt-holders in chapter 11 and chapter 9 municipal bankruptcies. Ms. Walker often 
represents strategic trade creditors, official and ad hoc committees, bondholders, debtors, lease par-
ties and trustees. Her commercial lending work involves advising borrowers on private-equity and 
secured financing transactions. Ms. Walker works with clients in many industries, with a particular 
focus on life sciences, health care, retail, senior living and manufacturing. She also advises both bor-
rowers and lenders on complex debt structurings, including transactions involving traditional banks 
and, more often, private equity. In addition, Ms. Walker is an adjunct professor at Suffolk University 
Law School, where she teaches advanced courses in business bankruptcy. She is also a frequent 
speaker and writer on numerous topics of interest in the bankruptcy and commercial lending fields. 
Following law school, Ms. Walker clerked for the Justices of the Superior Court of Massachusetts. 
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She received her undergraduate degree with honors in political science from Simmons University and 
her J.D. magna cum laude from Suffolk University Law School.

Jeffrey R. Waxman is a partner with Morris James LLP in Wilmington, Del., and co-chair of the 
firm’s Small Businesses and Start-Ups Group, which provides a full range of legal services to assist 
small business owners to organize and transition their ideas to full-fledged businesses. The practice 
focuses on addressing issues that are of particular concern to entrepreneurs, including initial corpo-
rate governance, employment, financing, tax issues and liquidity. Mr. Waxman represents debtors, 
official committees of unsecured creditors, official committees of equity holders, secured creditors, 
plan administrators, purchasers of assets, and a wide variety of creditor constituencies and interested 
parties in chapter 11 cases. He also represents chapter 7 trustees and plaintiffs and defendants in 
bankruptcy-related preference and fraudulent transfer litigation. Prior to entering private practice, 
Mr. Waxman clerked for Hon. Mary F. Walrath of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Dela-
ware, and for Hon. Michael J. Kaplan of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Western District of New 
York. He is admitted to practice in Delaware and Pennsylvania, and before the U.S. District Courts 
for the District of Delaware and the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Third Circuit, and the U.S. Supreme Court. Mr. Waxman has been listed as a “Top Lawyer” in 
Delaware Today for 2015, received ABI’s Medal of Excellence in Bankruptcy, and is a member of the 
Order of the Barristers. He also is a member of the American Bar Association’s Business Law Sec-
tion, ABI (for which he serves on its Southeast Bankruptcy Workshop advisory board), the Delaware 
Bankruptcy American Inn of Court and the Delaware State Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Section (for 
which he served as past chair). Mr. Waxman received his B.A. from Temple University in 1995 and 
his J.D. from the University of Pittsburgh School of Law in 1998.

Jolene E. Wee, CIRA is the owner, managing director and founder of JW Infinity Consulting, LLC 
in New York, a financial advisory firm specialized in providing transaction advisory, interim manage-
ment, litigation consulting, and forensic accounting services to distressed companies and its stake-
holders. Using her mathematics and computer science background, she deploys large-scale data ana-
lytics to derive forward-looking business insights based on her professional training in accounting, 
finance and economics. Ms. Wee has served as an advisor to investors, fiduciaries, creditor commit-
tees, debtors, legal counsel, distressed companies, high-net-worth individuals, and public agencies 
on restructuring, bankruptcy, litigation, forensic, financing, merger and buyout matters. She has also 
performed fraudulent-transfer analyses and business valuations on bankruptcy litigation matters. Her 
case experience includes companies in the banking, e-commerce, financial services, health care, in-
surance, manufacturing, professional services, real estate and retail industries with revenues of up to 
$15B. Fluent in several Chinese and Southeast Asian languages, Ms. Wee was selected as a member 
of ABI’s 2020 “40 Under 40” class. In 2018, she was named Valuation Adviser of the Year by Finance 
Monthly Global Awards. Ms. Wee is a subchapter V trustee in Region 2, covering the Eastern and 
Southern Districts of New York, and Region 4, covering Maryland, the District of Columbia and the 
Eastern District of Virginia. She received her bachelor’s degrees in mathematics and business admin-
istration with a focus on finance from Berea College, and her M.B.A. from Miami University of Ohio.

Erica S. Weisgerber is a partner in Debevoise & Plimpton LLP’s Litigation Department in New 
York, where her practice focuses on bankruptcy litigation and antitrust matters. Her experience in-
cludes a range of debtor and creditor representations, adversary proceedings and contested matters 
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in cases under chapters 11 and 15 and cross-border insolvency proceedings, including extensive 
experience litigating clawback claims arising out of domestic and international insolvencies. Ms. 
Weisgerber has advised clients on restructuring- and litigation-related issues arising in bankruptcy 
cases, out-of-court restructurings and other distressed situations across a diverse range of industries. 
She also regularly represents investment banks in their retentions by major constituencies in chapter 
11 proceedings. Ms. Weisgerber was recognized in 2020 by Turnarounds & Workouts in its annual 
list of 12 Outstanding Young Restructuring Lawyers in the United States. She also was selected as a 
member of the 2020 Class of ABI’s “40 Under 40” and was awarded The M&A Advisor’s 2021 Chap-
ter 11 Reorganization of the Year (over $1B) for her role as counsel to Canada Pension Plan Invest-
ment Board as co-sponsor of Neiman Marcus in its chapter 11 restructuring. In addition, she also was 
recommended in The Legal 500 US in 2021 for her bankruptcy litigation work. Ms. Weisgerber’s an-
titrust practice encompasses a wide range of complex civil antitrust litigation, including representing 
plaintiffs and defendants in civil litigation, as well as representing clients before antitrust agencies in 
government reviews of proposed transactions, and counseling clients with respect to antitrust issues 
associated with mergers and acquisitions, joint ventures and competitors’ exchange of information. 
She is ranked as a leading Antitrust lawyer by Chambers USA (2021) and The Legal 500 US (2021). 
Ms. Weisgerber also maintains an active pro bono practice and is a 2012 and 2013 recipient of The 
Legal Aid Society’s Pro Bono Publico Award for outstanding service to The Legal Aid Society and 
its clients. She is a member of the Bar of New York and is admitted to appear before the U.S. District 
Courts for the Southern and Eastern Districts of New York; the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the Sec-
ond, Third and Tenth Circuits; and the U.S. Supreme Court. She also is a member of the New York 
State Bar Association, for which she serves on the executive committee of its Antitrust Section. Ms. 
Weisgerber is a member of ABI and the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confed-
eration, for which she serves on the membership and programming committees. She is a speaker and 
author on issues relating to restructuring and bankruptcy litigation and antitrust, and she is an active 
member of the American Bar Association’s Antitrust Section and Litigation Section. In addition, she 
serves as an editor of the Antitrust Law Journal and is vice chair of the Antitrust Section’s Legislation 
Committee. She also is a member of the National Association of Women Lawyers, for which she has 
co-chaired its Membership Committee. Ms. Weisgerber serves as editor-in-chief of the Debevoise 
Women’s Review and is a co-editor of the ABA Antitrust Section’s State Action Practice Manual. She 
received her A.B. magna cum laude from Georgetown University in 2005 and her J.D. magna cum 
laude from Georgetown University Law Center in 2008, where she was a member of the Order of the 
Coif and managing editor of the Georgetown Law Journal.

Hon. Michael E. Wiles is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of New York in New 
York, sworn in on March 3, 2015. Previously, he was a partner with Debevoise & Plimpton LLP, 
where he focused on general commercial litigation and bankruptcy. Judge Wiles co-authored the Col-
lier Business Workout Guide (Mathew Bender 2007) and has appeared on panels organized by the 
Association of the Bar of the City of New York, the American College of Investment Council and 
others to discuss current issues in bankruptcy litigation. He is a former member of the Committee on 
Bankruptcy and Reorganization of the Association of the Bar of the City of New York. His publica-
tions and written CLE materials include “May Parties Consent to Bankruptcy Court Adjudication of 
‘Stern Claims’” (September 2014) (presented at a continuing legal education session at the Associa-
tion of the Bar of the City of New York); “Ponzi Schemes and Avoidance Actions: 3 Issues,” Law360 
(March 7, 2011); “The Good Faith Defense to Fraudulent Transfer Claims” (December 2010) (pre-
sented at a continuing legal education session at the Association of the Bar of the City of New York); 
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and “At the Crossroads: The Intersection of the Federal Securities Laws and the Bankruptcy Code,” 
The Business Lawyer (November 2007). Judge Wiles received his A.B. from Georgetown University 
in 1975 and his J.D. from Yale Law School in 1978.

Donald A. Workman is a partner in the Business Group and head of BakerHostetler’s Bankruptcy 
& Creditors’ Rights practice in Washington, D.C. He is ranked by Chambers USA and AV-rated 
by Martindale-Hubbell for preeminence in his field and his ethical standards. Mr. Workman’s prac-
tice areas include business bankruptcy, creditors’ rights, debtor reorganizations, general insolvency, 
stockbroker liquidations and commercial litigation. He has experience in representing constituencies 
around the country and overseas involved in major reorganizations and workouts, including creditor 
committees, secured creditors, debtors, trustees, debtor-in-possession lenders and asset-purchasers. 
Mr. Workman also counsels entities and individuals in the specialized area of distressed-debt arbi-
trage matters. He represented the Resolution Trust Corp. in litigation involving failed banks in the 
early 1990s, FIRREA litigation, and bank litigation/failures during the Great Recession. He also was 
involved in the Colonial Bank shutdown and the largest private mortgage originator. Mr. Workman 
has been actively involved in ABI for more than 25 years as an author, committee member, commit-
tee chair and panelist. He currently serves on ABI’s Board of Directors and on the advisory board of 
ABI’s Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Workshop. Mr. Workman received his B.A. in 1977 from the Univer-
sity of Florida and his J.D. cum laude in 1991 from Stetson University College of Law.

Prof. Kenji Yoshino is the Chief Justice Earl Warren Professor of Constitutional Law at NYU School 
of Law and the director of the Meltzer Center for Diversity, Inclusion and Belonging in New York. 
He specializes in constitutional law, antidiscrimination law, and law and literature. Prof. Yoshino 
received tenure at Yale Law School, where he served as Deputy Dean before moving to NYU. He 
has published in major academic journals, including the Harvard Law Review, the Stanford Law 
Review and the Yale Law Journal. He has also written for more popular forums, including the Los 
Angeles Times, the New York Times and the Washington Post. Prof. Yoshino is the author of four 
books, most recently Say the Right Thing: How to Talk About Identity, Diversity, and Justice, which 
he co-authored and which was published by Simon and Schuster in February 2023. He has served as 
the president of the Harvard Board of Overseers, and he currently serves on the board of the Brennan 
Center for Justice, on advisory boards for diversity and inclusion for Morgan Stanley and Charter 
Communications, and on the board of his children’s school. Prof. Yoshino has won numerous awards 
for his teaching and scholarship, including the American Bar Association’s Silver Gavel Award, the 
Peck medal in jurisprudence, and the New York University’s Distinguished Teaching Award.He re-
ceived his A.B. summa cum laude from Harvard University, his M.Sc. as a Rhodes Scholar from 
Oxford, and his J.D. from Yale.

Nicholas J. Zluticky is a partner with Stinson LLP in Kansas City, Mo., in the firm’s Bankruptcy and 
Creditors’ Rights Division, where he represents a broad range of clients in all facets of bankruptcy, 
receiverships, foreclosures, out-of-court workouts and restructurings. He brings his experience with 
leading lenders in nationwide cases to banks of all sizes in bankruptcy proceedings and related litiga-
tion, helping them assertively manage a range of creditor relationships and responsibilities. Lever-
aging experience he gained from working on some of the largest bankruptcy cases in the country, 
including representing the debtor in a large bankruptcy dubbed a “Transaction of the Year” by the 
Turnaround Management Association, Mr. Zluticky represents clients in all aspects of bankruptcy 
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cases, including debtors, secured lenders, asset-purchasers, trustees and creditors’ committees. He 
also has represented more than 50 lenders across the country in all areas of workouts and enforcement 
of commercial loans, including receiverships, foreclosures, replevins, collection actions and lender 
liability litigation. Mr. Zluticky was honored in 2019 as one of ABI’s “40 Under 40.” He received his 
B.A. in political science in 2005 from the University of Kansas and his J.D. in 2008 with honors from 
Washburn University, where he was a staff member on the Washburn Law Journal.


