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Omar J. Alaniz is the hiring partner in the Dallas office of Reed Smith LLP and represents dis-
tressed companies, including in out-of-court workouts, and chapter 11 debtors. His diverse prac-
tice also includes the representation of creditors’ committees, equityholders, joint-venture partners, 
preference and fraudulent-transfer plaintiffs and defendants, and other key stakeholders. Mr. Alaniz 
has experience in energy restructurings, including onshore and offshore matters. He also has had 
significant representations in real estate, aviation and health care matters. Mr. Alaniz has appeared 
in bankruptcy and appellate courts throughout the country, including the Texas and U.S. Supreme 
Courts. In 2021, he was invited to membership in the American College of Bankruptcy. In 2019, 
he was invited to join the prestigious 60-member National Bankruptcy Conference, whose primary 
purpose is to advise Congress on bankruptcy law. In 2017, ABI included Mr. Alaniz in its inaugural 
list of “40 Under 40.” He also received the Sandra Day O’Connor Award for Professional Excel-
lence at a ceremony held in the U.S. Supreme Court hosted by Chief Justice John G. Roberts, Jr. Mr. 
Alaniz is the former chair of the Bankruptcy Section of the Texas State Bar. He has been recognized 
in the 2015-21 editions of Chambers USA. Mr. Alaniz was an adjunct faculty member at SMU Ded-
man School of Law for several years, where he taught bankruptcy law courses, and he helped coach 
the SMU Duberstein Moot Court Competition team to five national championships. He also was a 
contributing author for Bloomberg Law: Bankruptcy Treatise. Mr. Alaniz received his B.A. in eco-
nomics at Austin College in 2000 and his J.D. from the University of Texas School of Law in 2003, 
where he was a Susman Godfrey Moot Court Champion.

Philip D. Anker is co-chair of WilmerHale’s Bankruptcy and Financial Restructuring Practice Group 
in New York and has more than 20 years of experience in insolvency practice. He has represented 
debtors, chapter 11 trustees, trustees of post-confirmation trusts, creditors’ committees, secured cred-
itors, debtor-in-possession lenders, unsecured creditors, equityholders, investors and purchasers of 
companies and assets in bankruptcy. Mr. Anker also has substantial experience in out-of-court work-
outs and has played a leading role in some of the largest, most prominent bankruptcy-related litiga-
tion matters in recent years, including actions arising out of the Adelphia, Enron, Global Crossing, 
Lyondell, Tribune and Refco chapter 11 cases, as well as several consumer bankruptcy class actions. 
He has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America in the areas of Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor 
Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law from 2005-14, as well as in the 2010-13 editions of 
Benchmark Litigation. Mr. Anker received his Bachelor’s degree magna cum laude in 1978 from the 
University of Pennsylvania and his J.D. in 1982 from George Washington University Law School.

Hon. Janet S. Baer is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois in Chicago, ap-
pointed on March 5, 2012. She also acts on a regular basis as the presiding judge in the Northern Dis-
trict of Illinois for naturalization ceremonies. Previously, Judge Baer was a restructuring lawyer for 
more than 25 years and was involved in some of the most significant chapter 11 bankruptcy cases in 
the country. The majority of her practice focused on the representation of large, publicly held debt-
ors in both restructuring and chapter 11 matters, and she also represented companies in commercial 
litigation matters, including lender liability, fraud, breach of contract and breach of fiduciary duty. 
Prior to forming her own firm in 2009, Judge Baer was a partner at Kirkland & Ellis LLP, Winston & 
Strawn and Schwartz, Cooper, Greenberger & Krauss. She is a member of the ABI and NCBJ Boards 
of Directors, the CARE National and Chicago Advisory Boards, and the Chicago IWIRC Network 
Board, as well as several committees. She also is a frequent speaker for ABI, the ABA, the Chicago 
Bar Association, IWIRC and NCBJ, and she regularly acts as the presiding judge for the Northern 
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District of Illinois in naturalization ceremonies. Judge Baer earned her B.A. from the University of 
Wisconsin - Madison and her J.D. from DePaul College of Law.

Peter J. Barrett is a partner in Kutak Rock LLP’s Richmond, Va., office, where he concentrates his 
practice on financial restructuring matters. He represents unsecured and secured creditors, trustees, 
equityholders, distressed investors and corporate debtors in insolvency matters, including chapter 
11 reorganizations, business liquidations and out-of-court restructurings. Mr. Barrett has experience 
representing interested parties in asset sales and has been involved in a number of complex chapter 
11 bankruptcy cases throughout the country involving industries such as manufacturing, hospitality, 
construction, retail, entertainment and real estate. He also works with other firm attorneys to analyze 
the effects of insolvency and bankruptcy on corporate and financial transactions. Mr. Barrett is a 
member of the panel of chapter 7 bankruptcy trustees for the Eastern District of Virginia, Richmond 
Division, and is licensed to practice in Virginia and California. He received his J.D. from the Uni-
versity of Virginia School of Law.

Alane A. Becket is an AV-rated attorney and managing partner of Becket & Lee LLP, a Malvern, Pa., 
law firm providing comprehensive nationwide representation of financial institutions in bankruptcy 
matters, with a focus on consumer lenders and debt-purchasers. In addition to client and industry 
relations, she focuses on litigation strategy, and Becket & Lee has been lead or co-counsel in some 
of the most influential decisions in consumer bankruptcy over the last 20 years. In addition to her 
duties at the firm, Ms. Becket is Chairman of ABI, co-chair of the Bankruptcy Section and of the Pro-
fessional Standards and Grievance Committees of the National Creditors Bar Association (NCBA), 
and a member of the National Association of Chapter Thirteen Trustees (NACTT) and the National 
Association of Bankruptcy Trustees. She also co-chaired ABI’s Consumer Bankruptcy Committee. 
Ms. Becket has written and lectured extensively on consumer bankruptcy issues for a variety of 
professional organizations, including ABI, the Federal Judicial Conference, NACTT, NABT, Norton 
Bankruptcy Law Advisor, NCBA, the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, and a host of local 
and regional organizations. She also served as a commissioner on ABI’s Commission on Consumer 
Bankruptcy, and she has authored articles for many of the same organizations, as well as the Norton 
Institute on Bankruptcy Law. She served as editor of the fourth edition of ABI’s Consumer Bank-
ruptcy: Fundamentals of Chapter 7 and Chapter 13 of the U.S. Bankruptcy Code. She also served as 
editor for the 2011, 2012 and 2013 editions of The Best of ABI: The Year in Consumer Bankruptcy. In 
2016, Collection Advisor magazine named her as one of the “25 Most Influential Women in Collec-
tions” in its September/October cover story. In 2018, Collection Advisor once again recognized her 
among her peers, this time in its September/October cover story on the “20 Most Powerful Women 
in Collections.” Ms. Becket received her undergraduate degree from Pennsylvania State University 
and her J.D. from Widener University School of Law.

Camille C. Bent is a partner in BakerHostetler’s Bankruptcy and Restructuring practice group in 
New York, where she concentrates in the areas of corporate bankruptcy, restructuring and commer-
cial litigation. She has significant experience in disputes and transactions arising out of corporate 
insolvencies, including asset sale and fraudulent-transfer cases, and she has served as the bankruptcy 
specialist in transactional matters. Ms. Bent has represented debtors, creditors, trustees, committees 
and other interested parties, and her practice is industry-agnostic. She currently represents Irving 
H. Picard, Securities Investor Protection Act trustee for the liquidation of Bernard L. Madoff In-
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vestment Securities, LLC, and litigates multimillion-dollar avoidance and recovery actions against 
foreign and domestic entities. Ms. Bent is a 2019 ABI “40 Under 40” honoree and is currently a 
member of the Bankruptcy & Restructuring Committee of the New York City Bar Association. She 
also co-chairs BakerHostetler’s New York Inclusion and Diversity Committee. Ms. Bent received 
her B.A. from Johns Hopkins University and her J.D. and M.B.A. from Emory University, after 
which she clerked for Hon. Pamela Pepper in the Eastern District of Wisconsin.

Steven M. Berman is a partner in the Tampa, Fla., office of Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick, LLP, 
specializing in the firm’s bankruptcy and creditors’ rights practice group. He has more than 30 years 
of bankruptcy experience and focuses his practice on business bankruptcy litigation, representing 
creditors, investors, distressed-debt lenders, trustees, committees and business entities litigating dis-
putes in bankruptcy court. Mr. Berman is Board Certified by the American Board of Certification 
in both Creditors’ Rights Law and Business Bankruptcy Law, and he is a member of the Florida, 
California, District of Columbia, New York and Puerto Rico (Federal) bars. He is also admitted to 
practice before the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals and the U.S. Supreme Court. Mr. Berman 
serves on the board of directors of the American Board of Certification and is a member of its Fac-
ulty Committee. He also serves on ABI’s Board of Directors, its Endowment Committee and its Task 
Force on Veterans and Servicemembers Affairs, and he routinely volunteers and speaks at its semi-
nars and other programs. On a local level, Mr. Berman is a member of the Tampa Bay Bankruptcy 
Bar Association, the Bankruptcy Bar Association of the Southern District of Florida, the Southwest 
Florida Bankruptcy Professionals Association and the San Diego Bankruptcy Forum. He also guest 
lectures at the University of Florida College of Law and Stetson University College of Law, both in 
the advanced bankruptcy courses. Additionally, Mr. Berman serves as the Judge Advocate and Par-
liamentarian to the Coronado Yacht Club in Coronado, Calif., and volunteers in providing pro bono 
bankruptcy and insolvency services and training for U.S. Navy Judge Advocate General officers and 
staff, along with representation of service members and their families in need. He received his B.S. 
in multinational business operations from Florida State University and his J.D. from the University 
of Florida Levin College of Law.

Justin R. Bernbrock is a partner in the Finance and Bankruptcy Practice Group in Sheppard Mul-
lin’s Chicago office, where he concentrates his practice on all aspects of corporate restructuring, 
bankruptcy and financial distress. He represents clients across a wide range of matters, including 
debtor and creditor representations, and he has substantial experience in out-of-court and in-court 
restructurings, primarily in the Southern District of New York, Eastern District of Virginia, District 
of Delaware and Southern District of Texas. Prior to private practice, Mr. Bernbrock served with dis-
tinction as an Aviation Warfare Systems Operator in Patrol Squadron FIVE and as a Weapons Tactics 
Instructor in Patrol and Reconnaissance Wing ELEVEN. During his nearly 10 years of active duty in 
the U.S. Navy, he was awarded the Navy Commendation Medal twice, including once for meritori-
ous service during combat operations in Iraq. He also received the Global War on Terrorism Medal 
for his service in Kandahar, Afghanistan. Mr. Bernbrock has been listed as one of the 500 leading 
U.S. Bankruptcy and Restructuring Lawyers in Lawdragon for 2022, was listed as Outstanding Re-
structuring Lawyer for 2021 in Turnarounds & Workouts, and was named a Rising Star in Law in 
Crain’s Chicago Business for 2021. He received his B.S. summa cum laude in 2008 from Southern 
Illinois University and his J.D. magna cum laude in 2012 from the University of Illinois, where he 
served as managing editor of the Elder Law Journal, took third place in the 19th Annual Duberstein 
National Moot Court Competition and received the Rickert Award for Excellence in Advocacy.
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Ian C. Bifferato is director of the law firm of The Bifferato Firm, P.A. in Wilmington, Del., and  
focuses his practice on complex litigation, products liability, and creditors’ rights and business re-
organization, as well as the mediation of commercial disputes, including appeals from the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware, secured lender disputes, general corporate litigation, 
preference litigation and creditor rights issues, and arbitration. He is admitted to the Delaware Bar, 
the U.S. District Court for the District of Delaware and the U.S. Third Circuit Court of Appeals. 
Mr. Bifferato is a member of the Delaware, Federal and American Bar Associations, co-chair of the 
Delaware State Bar Association’s Professional Ethics Committee, assistant treasurer to the Delaware 
State Bar Association’s Executive Committee, and a member of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court Rules 
Committee for the District of Delaware and the Mediation Panel for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for 
the District of Delaware. He received his B.A. in 1990 from the University of Delaware and his J.D. 
in 1994 from Widener University School of Law.

Leyza F. Blanco is a shareholder with Sequor Law in Miami, where she focuses her practice on a 
wide range of litigation and insolvency matters, including out-of-court workouts, debt restructuring, 
and the representation of creditors, receivers, assignees, trustees and debtors in bankruptcy and gen-
eral commercial litigation matters in state and federal courts. Her practice in the area of restructuring 
and creditors’ rights is currently focused on complex business and cross-border bankruptcy and com-
mercial litigation matters. Ms. Blanco has served in several roles, including examiner, receiver and 
special master in federal and state court proceedings, and has served as a neutral arbiter in an arbitra-
tion proceeding. She currently serves as chair of IWIRC and past chair of the Florida Bar’s Business 
Law Section, and as Special Projects Director for ABI’s Asset Sales Committee. Ms. Blanco is a 
Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and also served past chair of the IWIRC Florida Net-
work and past-president of the Bankruptcy Bar of the Southern District of Florida. Her other notable 
activities include serving as lead adjunct professor at the Florida International University College 
of Law, for which she launched its bankruptcy clinical program. Ms. Blanco has been recognized in 
Chambers and Partners U.S.A. She received her B.A. from Miami College of Arts & Sciences and 
her J.D. magna cum laude from the University of Miami Law School, where she was articles and 
comments editor for the Inter-American Law Review and a member of the Order of the Coif.

Hon. Hannah L. Blumenstiel is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of California 
in San Francisco. Prior to her appointment on Feb. 11, 2013, Judge Blumenstiel was an associate 
(2003-08) and then a partner (2008-12) with Winston & Strawn LLP, where she focused her prac-
tice on creditors’ rights litigation in state and federal court, including bankruptcy court. From 2001 
to 2003, Judge Blumenstiel was an associate with Murphy Sheneman Julian & Rogers LLP, where 
she represented debtors, creditors and trustees in bankruptcy cases and adversary proceedings. She 
served as a law clerk to Hon. Charles M. Caldwell of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern 
District of Ohio (Eastern Division) from 1998 to 2001, and from 1997-98, she represented the State 
of Ohio’s interests in bankruptcy cases as an assistant attorney general with the Revenue Recovery 
Section of the Ohio Attorney General’s Office. Judge Blumenstiel sits on ABI’s Board of Directors. 
She received her J.D. from Capital University Law School in 1997 while working full-time for the 
Columbus Bar Association as director of its pro bono initiative, “Lawyers for Justice,” and her B.A. 
from Ohio State University in 1992.
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Brian Bonaviri, CIRA is a managing director in Grant Thornton LLC’s Advisory practice in Char-
lotte, N.C., where he specializes in corporate bankruptcy advisory, strategic planning and review, 
business plan development and assessment, and financial modeling. He has 15 years of advisory 
experience, with a focus on health care, and his primary responsibilities have included advising on 
financial distress, developing 13-week cash flows, developing three statement-integrated financial 
models, assisting clients during restructurings and bankruptcies, and assisting with the development 
of bankruptcy reporting. Mr. Bonaviri has advised numerous health care providers, as well as other 
stakeholders, such as lenders and unsecured creditor committees. His clients include Casa Grande 
Regional Medical Center, Oconee Regional Medical Center, Morehead Memorial Hospital, and sev-
eral behavioral health organizations and senior living communities. Mr. Bonaviri is a member of the 
Turnaround Management Association and ABI, and serves as Director of Education for ABI’s Health 
Care Committee. He received his B.S.B.A. and M.B.A. from the Kenan-Flagler Business School at 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Harold J. Bordwin is a principal and managing director with Keen-Summit Capital Partners LLC 
in New York and is responsible for all aspects of business development and execution at the firm. 
He focuses on developing and implementing strategic real estate and corporate finance plans that 
involve real estate analysis, real estate acquisitions and dispositions, lease modifications and termi-
nations, and corporate finance and capital market services. Mr. Bordwin has more than 33 years of 
real estate advisory and transactional experience, with particular expertise in workouts and restruc-
turings, specializing in strategic planning, the sale of real estate assets and lease negotiations. He 
has represented financial, corporate and retail clients. Mr. Bordwin has testified before the Judiciary 
Committee of the U.S. House of Representatives on real estate restructuring issues. He has also been 
interviewed and quoted in numerous articles for The Wall Street Journal, The New York Times, USA 
Today and various trade publications. Mr. Bordwin received his undergraduate degree in government 
from Wesleyan University in 1982 and his J.D. from Georgetown University Law Center in 1985, 
where he was a staff member of Law & Policy in International Business and published articles in 
the Ecology Law Quarterly of the University of California at Berkeley Boalt Hall School of Law.

J. Scott Bovitz is a senior partner with Bovitz & Spitzer in Los Angeles, where he practices both 
consumer and business bankruptcy law and represents debtors and creditors. He is Board Certified 
in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification, which he chaired, and he is a 
Certified Specialist in Bankruptcy Law for the State Bar of California Board of Legal Specialization, 
which he also chaired. Mr. Bovitz is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell and has been se-
lected as Southern California Super Lawyer in bankruptcy and creditor/debtor rights. In addition, he 
is a lawyer representative for the Ninth Circuit Judicial Conference, was a coordinating editor of the 
ABI Journal from 2014-21, and is a former member of the California Committee of Bar Examiners, 
a former adjunct professor of law at Loyola Law School in Los Angeles, a former executive editor 
and author of Personal and Small Business Bankruptcy Practice in California, a contributing editor 
to Bankruptcy Mediation News for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Central District of California, 
a former president of the Los Angeles Bankruptcy Forum and a former education and conference co-
chair of the California Bankruptcy Forum. In addition, he sits on the Information Technology Com-
mittee for the Central District of California Bankruptcy Court and is webmaster of bankruptcydog.
com, a calendar site for bankruptcy professionals. Mr. Bovitz received his J.D. in 1980 from Loyola 
Law School in Los Angeles.
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William (Bill) A. Brandt, Jr. is the founder and executive chairman of Development Specialists, 
Inc. in New York and has been involved in thousands of insolvency and restructuring cases over his 
long career. He has often advised members of Congress on insolvency policy and was the principal 
author of the amendment to the Bankruptcy Code which permits the election of trustees in chapter 11 
cases. Mr. Brandt currently serves as the chapter 11 trustee in the largest cross-national insolvency 
pending in the U.S., China Fishery Group, and serves as a chapter 11 trustee for the San Luis & Rio 
Grande Railroad in southern Colorado. He served on ABI’s Commission for the Reform of Chapter 
11, and in 2015 he completed serving his third and final consecutive term as chair of the Illinois 
Finance Authority, having first been appointed by the governor in 2008 and confirmed unanimously 
by the Illinois Senate that same year, then subsequently reappointed as chair in 2010 and 2012. He 
is also part of the ownership group that controls Chicago’s second-largest daily newspaper, The Chi-
cago Sun-Times. More recently, in the political realm Mr. Brandt was a member of the U.S. Electoral 
College for the 2016 presidential election, serving as an elector from the State of Illinois. Mr. Brandt 
has written for a number of publications spanning a broad spectrum of thought, including Maclean’s, 
Canada’s Weekly Newsmagazine, Corporate Board Member and Urban Land. He is a frequent com-
mentator on topics of corporate restructuring, bankruptcy, municipal insolvency and related public 
policy issues, and regularly appears on a host of both cable and broadcast outlets. Mr. Brandt was a 
member of the National Advisory Council for the Institute of Governmental Studies at the University 
of California at Berkeley from 2006-18, serving as chair for the last two years. Mr. Brandt served 
several terms as a member of ABI’s Board of Directors and as a member of the Advisory Board for 
the ABI Law Review. He is an advisory board member of ABI’s annual New York City Bankruptcy 
Conference, having earlier served for 15 years in a similar capacity for ABI’s Bankruptcy Battle-
ground West program. In 2020, he received the New York Institute of Credit’s 46th Annual Leader-
ship in Credit Education Award for Dedication and Commitment to NYIC and the Credit Industry. 
Mr. Brandt received his B.A. from St. Louis University and his M.A. from the University of Chi-
cago, where he also completed further post-graduate work toward a doctoral degree.

Veronica D. Brown-Moseley is a shareholder at the Boleman Law Firm, P.C. in Richmond, Va., and 
represents consumers in chapter 7 and chapter 13 bankruptcy cases in the firms’ Richmond, Hampton 
and Virginia Beach offices. She frequently publishes and speaks about consumer bankruptcy-related 
topics. Ms. Brown-Moseley is a co-founder and serves as vice president of Brighter Tomorrows 
Begin Today, a nonprofit organization dedicated to assisting individuals in achieving their academic 
and professional goals. She has also served as a leader in a number of bar associations, and routinely 
engages in community service efforts. Ms. Brown-Moseley received her B.A. in political science 
from Virginia Commonwealth University and her J.D. from the University of Richmond T.C. Wil-
liams School of Law.

Howard Brod Brownstein, CTP is president and CEO of The Brownstein Corp. in Conshohocken, 
Pa., where he provides turnaround management and advisory services to companies and their stake-
holders, as well as investment banking services, fiduciary services and litigation consulting, investiga-
tions and valuation services. He was previously a principal of NachmanHaysBrownstein, Inc. where, 
in addition to leading turnaround assignments for its clients, advising senior management and fulfill-
ing a senior management role, he had overall responsibility for the firm’s transactional activities and 
for the marketing of its services to clients. Mr. Brownstein has served as financial advisor to debtors, 
lenders and creditor committees in bankruptcy proceedings, and as a litigation expert in several cases 
including the landmark Merry-Go-Round bankruptcy. He has served on the international board of di-
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rectors of the Turnaround Management Association (TMA) and its executive committee, and chaired 
its audit committee. He also received TMA’s “Outstanding Individual Contribution” award in 2007. 
In addition, Mr. Brownstein serves on ABI’s Board of Directors and co-chairs its Complex Financial 
Restructuring Program, co-chaired its Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Workshop for several years, and is a 
contributing editor of the ABI Journal. He also serves on the governing board of the Commercial Fi-
nance Association (CFA) Education Foundation. Mr. Brownstein is a frequent speaker at professional 
and educational programs, including at Harvard Business School, Villanova Law School, Northeastern 
University, ABI, the American Bar Association and TMA. He has authored more than 30 articles and 
has served on the editorial board of The Journal of Corporate Renewal. He also serves as a contributing 
editor of the abfJournal. Mr. Brownstein is admitted to the bars of Pennsylvania, Massachusetts and 
Florida, but does not actively practice law. He also served in the U.S. Air Force Reserve, attaining the 
rank of First Lieutenant in the Medical Service Corps. Mr. Brownstein received his B.S. and B.A. from 
the University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton School and College of Arts and Sciences, and his M.B.A. 
and J.D. from Harvard University.

Prof. Ralph E. Brubaker, CPA is the James H.M. Sprayregen Professor of Law at the University of 
Illinois in Champaign, Ill., where he teaches courses in bankruptcy, bankruptcy procedure, corporate 
reorganizations, contracts, conflict of laws (private international law) and restitution. He previously 
clerked for Hon. James K. Logan of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit, and he practiced 
in the bankruptcy and corporate reorganization group with the law firm Squire, Sanders & Dempsey 
(now Squire Patton Boggs) in Cleveland. Prof. Brubaker was a member of the faculty at the Emory 
University School of Law in Atlanta, Georgia from 1995-2004, when he returned to his alma mater. 
He is the editor-in-chief and a contributing author of West’s Bankruptcy Law Letter, he is co-author 
of a bankruptcy casebook, and he has written dozens of journal articles and essays. He is particularly 
expert in the complex jurisdictional and procedural facets of federal bankruptcy proceedings. Prof. 
Brubaker has been an editorial advisor for the American Bankruptcy Law Journal, the American 
Bankruptcy Institute Law Review and the Emory Bankruptcy Developments Journal. He is a mem-
ber of the American Law Institute, a conferee of the National Bankruptcy Conference and a Fel-
low of the American College of Bankruptcy, for which he has been the Scholar-in-Residence. Prof. 
Brubaker has served on ABI’s Executive Committee, and he was a member of the advisory commit-
tee on business enterprise sales for the ABI’s 2014 Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11. 
He holds three degrees from the University of Illinois, including his J.D. summa cum laude and an 
M.B.A., and he received Bronze Tablet distinction (highest honors) and CPA certification as an un-
dergraduate. In law school, he was a member of the Order of the Coif, a Harno Fellow, and a recipi-
ent of Rickert Awards for Excellence in Academic Achievement and in Legal Writing. In addition, 
he served as articles editor for the University of Illinois Law Review.

John “Jack” Wm. Butler, Jr. is the CEO of Birch Lake Partners, L.P., a Chicago-based merchant 
bank, and its investing, consulting and advisory business units. He has been one of the principal 
architects of restructuring solutions for companies across a diverse range of industries, including 
Delphi Corp., Kmart Corp., Masonite International Inc., Per-Se Technologies Inc., Rite Aid Corp., 
Sprint Corp., Warnaco Group Inc., Xerox Corp. and on behalf of creditors in the American Airlines’ 
reorganization and merger with US Airways Group, Inc. Mr. Butler co-founded the corporate re-
structuring practice at Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP, where he was a practice leader 
for 23 years and previously served on the executive leadership team at Hilco Global. His recent 
transactions at Birch Lake include leadership of merchant banking relationships in the food and 
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legal tech industries, among others. Mr. Butler is a member of the M&A Advisor Hall of Fame and 
the Turnaround, Restructuring and Distressed Investing Industry Hall of Fame. He is also a recipient 
of the prestigious Ellis Island Medal of Honor, which is awarded to Americans who exemplify out-
standing qualities in both their personal and professional lives. In 2016, Mr. Butler received the Har-
vey R. Miller Outstanding Achievement Award for Service to the Restructuring Industry.  A founder 
and past chairman of the Turnaround Management Association, he has served in leadership positions 
for many other industry organizations, including ABI, American Board of Certification, Commercial 
Finance Association and its Education Foundation, INSOL International and the New York Institute 
of Credit. He is also a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and International Insolvency 
Institute. Mr. Butler received his A.B. magna cum laude from Princeton University in 1977 and his 
J.D. from Michigan University in 1980.

Hon. Kevin J. Carey is senior counsel in Hogan Lovells US LLP’s Business Restructuring and In-
solvency practice in Philadelphia and is a retired bankruptcy judge. He also is ABI’s President-Elect. 
Judge Carey was first appointed to the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylva-
nia in 2001, then in 2005 began service on the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware 
(serving as chief judge from 2008-11). He is a past global chairman of the Turnaround Management 
Association and is an honorary member of the Turnaround, Restructuring and Distressed Investing 
Hall of Fame and a Distinguished Fellow of the Association of Insolvency & Restructuring Advisors. 
Judge Carey is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and a member of the International 
Insolvency Institute. He also is a contributing author to Collier on Bankruptcy and a member of the 
National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges. Judge Carey began his legal career in 1979 clerking for 
Bankruptcy Judge Thomas M. Twardowski, then served as clerk of court of the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania. He received his B.A. in 1976 from Pennsylvania State 
University and his J.D. in 1979 from Villanova University School of Law.

Hon. Peter G. Cary is Chief Bankruptcy Judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of 
Maine in Portland, initially appointed in 2014. He also serves on the U.S. Bankruptcy Appellate 
Panel for the First Circuit. Previously, he clerked for one year for the Maine Superior Court and 
in 1988 joined the law firm of MittelAsen, LLC, where he practiced law until his appointment to 
the bankruptcy court. Judge Cary is the treasurer of the Maine State-Federal Judicial Council, an 
advisory director of the Nathan & Henry B. Cleaves Law Library and a member of the First Circuit 
Workplace Conduct Committee, and he is certified in both Consumer and Business Bankruptcy Law 
by the American Board of Certification. He also was an adjunct faculty member at the University of 
Maine School of Law. Judge Cary received his undergraduate degree cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa 
from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst in 1982 and his J.D. cum laude from Boston Col-
lege Law School in 1987.

Prof. Anthony J. Casey is deputy dean and Donald M. Ephraim Professor of Law and Econom-
ics at The University of Chicago Law School in Chicago. He is also the faculty director of the Law 
School’s Center on Law and Finance. His research examines the intersection of finance and law, 
with a focus on corporate bankruptcy. He has written about asset valuation, creditor priority, the 
constitutionality of bankruptcy courts and intercreditor agreements, among other topics. His broader 
projects explore business organization, civil procedure and complex business disputes. Before enter-
ing academics, Prof. Casey was a partner at Kirkland & Ellis LLP, where his legal practice focused 
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on corporate bankruptcy, merger litigation, white-collar investigations and securities litigation. He 
was recognized in 2017 as one of ABI’s inaugural “40 Under 40” honorees. Prof. Casey received his 
J.D. with high honors from The University of Chicago Law School, where he was awarded the John 
M. Olin Prize for outstanding student of law and economics. After law school, Prof. Casey clerked 
for Chief Judge Joel M. Flaum of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit.

Howard A. Cohen is a partner with Fox Rothschild LLP in Wilmington, Del., and has more than 20 
years of experience in financial restructuring, bankruptcy and creditors’ rights matters. He represents 
debtors, official committees, ad hoc committees, equity sponsors, trustees, asset-purchasers, lenders 
and trade creditors in bankruptcy proceedings. He also concentrates on the preparation and issuance 
of nonconsolidation and other Delaware opinions, and advises troubled companies and their boards 
in insolvency situations. Mr. Cohen represents clients in bankruptcy avoidance litigation, including 
fraudulent-transfer and preference litigation. He provides counsel in a variety of industries, includ-
ing health care, retail, oil and gas, media, technology, transportation, manufacturing and real estate. 
Prior to joining Fox Rothschild, Mr. Cohen was a director of the financial restructuring and credi-
tors’ rights group at an East Coast law firm. He also served as a partner in the corporate restructuring 
practice group in the Wilmington office of a national law firm, and before that, he was a corporate 
restructuring associate at two international law firms, as well as an associate in the creditors’ rights 
and bankruptcy group of a Florida-based firm. Mr. Cohen is admitted to practice in Delaware and 
Florida and is Membership Relations Director of ABI’s Financial Advisors and Investment Banking 
Committee. He also is a member of the Delaware Bankruptcy Inn of Court. Mr. Cohen received his 
B.S. in 1996 from Florida State University and his J.D. in 1999 from Duke University School of 
Law.

Kathryn A. Coleman is a partner in Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP’s New York office and has 
handled a wide range of restructuring and other high-stakes matters in her more than 30 years in 
practice, including representing U.S. and non-U.S. companies in chapter 11 cases, dealing with 
“bet-the-company” litigation claims, representing acquirers in chapter 11 sale transactions, repre-
senting DIP lenders, and handling cross-border insolvency matters, out-of-court restructurings and 
distressed investments. Her clients include individuals and companies defending trade secret theft 
and RICO lawsuits, publicly traded and privately held companies restructuring their financial af-
fairs, traditional and nontraditional secured lenders, unsecured creditors (both official committees 
and significant creditors for their own account), equityholders, potential acquirers, equity spon-
sors, and financial and strategic buyers. Ms. Coleman is a trusted advisor to the inner management 
circles of her clients, with expertise in advising management and boards of directors on corporate 
governance, fiduciary duty and D&O insurance matters. She has advised clients on, and litigated 
at the trial and appellate levels, plan confirmations, prepackaged plans, credit bidding, exclusivity, 
debtor-in-possession financings, valuation, adequate protection of security interests, the ability to 
collaterally attack orders of the bankruptcy court, and cash-collateral usage. She also has experience 
litigating venue, remand, removal and stay issues, and has represented recovery trustees dealing with 
myriad post-confirmation issues and litigation. Ms. Coleman is a Fellow of the American College of 
Bankruptcy and served two terms on ABI’s Board of Directors, for which she co-chairs its annual 
Complex Financial Restructuring Program. She was recently named a Law360 Bankruptcy MVP 
and a Notable Woman in Law by Crain’s New York Business. Ms. Coleman frequently speaks on 
bankruptcy law and distressed investing, participating in programs sponsored by the Practising Law 
Institute, ABI, the Turnaround Management Association, AIRA, the M&A Advisor, the New York 
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City Bar Association and the American Bar Association. She also serves on the Steering Committee 
of the NYC Bankruptcy Assistance Project. Ms. Coleman graduated magna cum laude from Pomona 
College and received her J.D. from Boalt Hall School of Law (U.C. Berkeley), subsequently clerk-
ing for Hon. C. Martin Pence, U.S. District Judge for the District of Hawaii.

Hon. Daniel P. Collins is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Arizona in Phoenix, appointed 
on Jan. 18, 2013. He served as chief judge from 2014-18. Previously, he was a shareholder with 
the law firm of Collins, May, Potenza, Baran & Gillespie, P.C. in downtown Phoenix, practicing 
primarily in the areas of bankruptcy, commercial litigation and commercial transactions. Judge Col-
lins serves on the Ninth Circuit’s Bankruptcy Education Committee, is the education chair for the 
National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, will be NCBJ’s president in 2022-23, is a member of 
ABI’s Board of Directors, sits on ABI’s Education Committee and Diversity Committee, is on the 
Board of the Phoenix Chapter of the Federal Bar Association, is a Fellow of the American College 
of Bankruptcy and is a member of the University of Arizona Law School’s Board of Visitors. He 
also is a founding member of the Arizona Bankruptcy American Inn of Court. Judge Collins received 
both his B.S. in finance and accounting in 1980 and his J.D. in 1983 from the University of Arizona.

Richard P. Cook is the founder of Cape Fear Debt Relief, a boutique bankruptcy firm in Wilm-
ington, N.C., that represents individuals and small businesses in chapter 7, 11 and 13 cases before 
the U.S. Bankruptcy Courts in Eastern North Carolina. In February 2020, Mr. Cook was named a 
subchapter V trustee for the Eastern District of North Carolina. He is one of only three attorneys in 
Wilmington recognized by the North Carolina State Bar as a Board-Certified Specialist in both Busi-
ness and Consumer Bankruptcy Law. Mr. Cook served on the board of the North Carolina State Bar 
Association’s Bankruptcy Section Council from 2013-16. He currently serves as the Fourth Circuit 
chair for the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys. Prior to founding Cape Fear 
Debt Relief, Mr. Cook was an associate with Butler & Butler, LLP in Wilmington, N.C., and prior 
to that, he was an associate with Brock & Scott, PLLC in Winston-Salem, N.C. He received his un-
dergraduate degree and J.D. from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 2003 and 2007, 
respectively.

Dr. Arthur A. Daemmrich is the director of the Smithsonian Institution’s Lemelson Center for the 
Study of Invention and Innovation in Washington, D.C. Located at the National Museum of Ameri-
can History, the Center explores the role of invention and innovation in the U.S., particularly its 
historical context, and how that history relates to current events. Previously, Mr. Daemmerich was 
an associate professor at the University of Kansas Medical Center, a visiting professor of business 
administration at the China Europe International Business School, an assistant professor of business 
administration at the Harvard Business School’s Business, Government, and the International Econ-
omy Unit, a visiting assistant professor at the University of Pennsylvania’s Department of History 
and Sociology of Science, and a director at the Science History Institute. He is a frequent writer and 
lecturer and sits on the board of the American Institute of the History of Pharmacy. He also received 
the Dibner Award for Excellence in Museum Exhibits from the Society for the History of Technol-
ogy. Mr. Daemmerich received his B.A. in history and sociology of science and German literature 
from the University of Pennsylvania in 1991, and his M.A. and Ph.D. in science and technology 
studies from Cornell University in 1996 and 2002, respectively.
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Dena M. DeFazio is an associate with Barclay Damon LLP in Albany, N.Y., and focuses her practice 
on regulatory and compliance issues in the health care and human services industry. These matters 
include audits and investigations, reimbursement issues, the provision of telehealth services, and 
health information privacy and security compliance, including HIPAA and the 21st Century Cures 
Act. Ms. DeFazio has experience working with behavioral health providers, home care agencies, 
mental health providers, and agencies serving individuals with developmental disabilities. She also 
routinely assists with research, writing and presentations, and drafts memoranda and other trans-
actional and litigation documents. Ms. DeFazio routinely conducts trainings and presentations for 
health care practitioners, administrators and employees on supporting the LGBTQIA+ community 
in professional health care environments. She also assists employers with labor and employment-
related matters pertaining to the LGBTQIA+ workforce. Ms. DeFazio received her B.S. from the 
State University of New York at Brockport, her M.S.W. from the University of Buffalo and her J.D. 
summa cum laude from Albany Law School, where she was a member of the Albany Law Review.

Hon. Robert D. Drain is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of New York in White 
Plains. Since his appointment in May 2002, he has presided over such chapter 11 cases as Loral, 
RCN, Cornerstone, Refco, Allegiance Telecom, Delphi, Coudert Brothers, Frontier Airlines, Star 
Tribune, Reader’s Digest, A&P, Hostess Brands, Christian Brothers and Momentive. He also has 
presided over the ancillary or plenary cases of Corporacion Durango, Satellites Mexicanas, Par-
malat S.p.A. and its affiliated U.S. debtors, Varig S.A., Yukos (II), SphinX, Galvex Steel, TBS Ship-
ping, Excel Maritime, Nautilus, Landsbanki Islands, Roust and Ultrapetrol. He has served as the 
court-appointed mediator in a number of chapter 11 cases, including New Page, Cengage, Quick-
silver, LightSquared, Molycorp, Breitburn Energy and China Fishery. Previously, Judge Drain was 
a partner in the bankruptcy department of Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison, where he 
represented debtors, trustees, secured and unsecured creditors, official and unofficial creditors’ com-
mittees, and buyers of distressed businesses and distressed debt in chapter 11 cases, out-of-court re-
structurings and bankruptcy-related litigation. He was also actively involved in several transnational 
insolvency matters. Judge Drain is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and a member 
and board member of ABI, a member of the International Insolvency Institute, a member and former 
Secretary of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, and a founding member and chair of 
the Judicial Insolvency Network. He also is the current chair of the Bankruptcy Judges Advisory 
Group established through the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts, and was appointed to the 
FDIC’s Systemic Resolution Advisory Committee through May 1, 2021. Judge Drain was an adjunct 
professor for several years at St. John’s University School of Law’s LL.M. in Bankruptcy Program 
and currently is an adjunct professor at Pace University School of Law. He has lectured and written 
on numerous bankruptcy-related topics and is the author of the novel The Great Work in the United 
States of America. He received his B.A. cum laude from Yale University and his J.D. from Columbia 
University School of Law, where he was a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar for three years.

Michelle A. Dreyer is managing director of CSC® Global Financial Markets (GFM) and its subsid-
iary, Delaware Trust Company, in Wilmington, Del. She oversees independent director services and 
default administration services, including as successor indenture trustee, disbursing agent services 
for litigation and liquidation trustee, § 363 escrows and loan administration agent. Ms. Dreyer serves 
as an independent director for bankruptcy remote entities and, in this capacity, has participated in 
many complex distress matters, including General Growth Properties and Sears Holding Corp. Pre-
viously, she served in a variety of roles for CSC’s GFM business unit, including administrative man-
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ager for special-purpose vehicles and trust administrator. She is a member of ABI and the Interna-
tional Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC). Ms. Dreyer received her B.S. 
in finance with honors from Kent State University and her J.D. cum laude from Taft Law School.

Matthew Dundon is the principal of Dundon Advisers LLC in White Plains, N.Y., and founded 
the firm in 2016. He has been a global credit, litigation and distressed investment leader for more 
than 13 years, having served as research head at Miller Tabak Roberts Securities from 2006-10 and 
portfolio manager at Pine River Capital and Advent Capital from 2010-16, and has been involved 
in dozens of litigation-intensive investments and trading opportunities. Mr. Dundon was a corporate 
finance lawyer and analyst  from 1998-2006. He received his B.A. from the University of California 
at Berkeley and his J.D. from the University of Chicago.

Joseph R. Dunn is a member of the Bankruptcy & Restructuring group at Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Fer-
ris, Glovsky and Popeo, P.C. in San Diego and co-chairs its Cross-Border Asset Recovery Practice. 
He focuses his practice on asset recovery, judgment enforcement and litigation in the insolvency 
arena. Mr. Dunn has experience in complex creditor rights litigation, bankruptcy litigation and other 
work in insolvency scenarios. He has represented institutional creditors, bankruptcy trustees, litiga-
tion trustees and other fiduciaries in investigating and pursuing complex asset-recovery matters, of-
ten through litigation focused on piercing fraudulent schemes and offshore asset-protection devices. 
He has represented institutional investors, hedge funds and large financial institutions, and regularly 
practices in courts around the country. Mr. Dunn has served various leadership roles in local and 
statewide bankruptcy organizations, including on the advisory board for ABI’s Battleground West 
conference and on the Selection Committee for the Ninth Circuit’s Lawyer Representative Program. 
He also serves on the board of a San Diego-based nonprofit organization focused on assisting vic-
tims of domestic violence and sexual assault. Mr. Dunn founded the Finance Association at Califor-
nia State University, Chico. He received his J.D. from Washington & Lee University, and while there 
was a member of Virginia Capital Case Clearinghouse, for which he assisted in representing capital 
murder defendants.

Jeffrey R. Dutson is a partner in King & Spalding’s Leveraged Finance and Restructuring Group 
in Atlanta, where he represents banks and other investors in connection with their most complex 
financings, restructurings and bankruptcy matters. He also frequently represents corporate debtors 
in chapter 11 bankruptcy cases throughout the country, as well as buyers and sellers in distressed 
M&A transactions. Mr. Dutson’s practice spans a wide variety of industries, including the restaurant, 
health care, energy, transportation, manufacturing and aviation industries. He was honored as one of 
ABI’s “40 Under 40,” was recognized for his work in Bankruptcy and Restructuring by Chambers 
USA for 2020, and was selected as a “Rising Star” for Financial Restructuring in IFLR 1000’s Finan-
cial & Corporate Guide. Mr. Dutson is a Fellow of the American College of Investment Counsel and 
currently serves on ABI’s advisory board for its Southeast Bankruptcy Workshop. Prior to joining 
the firm, he clerked for Hon. E. Grady Jolly of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit. Mr. 
Dutson received his B.A. cum laude from the University of Georgia and his J.D. with honors from 
the University of Chicago.

Jamie L. Edmonson is a partner with Robinson & Cole LLP in Wilmington, Del., and a member of 
its Bankruptcy + Reorganizations Group. She also spends significant time in the firm’s Los Angeles 
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office. Ms. Edmonson has more than two decades of experience representing public and nonpublic 
debtor corporations, secured and unsecured creditors, official committees, trustees and asset-pur-
chasers in bankruptcy and restructuring matters. Her practice is focused on guiding clients through 
commercial bankruptcy cases, restructurings, creditors’ rights issues, insolvencies and liquidations, 
in which she represents a wide range of clients, including debtors, creditor and equity statutory com-
mittees, lenders, asset-purchasers, landlords and lessees. In addition to her bankruptcy work, she 
works in the areas of finance, real estate, energy and corporate law. Ms. Edmonson regularly serves 
as Delaware and lead counsel in large chapter 11 filings and has experience in all aspects of the 
chapter 11 restructuring process involving many industries, including information technology, re-
tail, food, energy, construction, real estate, telecommunications and manufacturing. She was elected 
to the 2017 Global Network of Women Committee for the Turnaround Management Association, 
and her pro bono work includes serving as a judge for the National Appellate Advocacy Competi-
tion (NAAC) for the American Bar Association and joining efforts with the Lawyers’ Committee 
for Civil Rights to serve as a nonpartisan poll monitor on Election Day 2018 and 2020. Before 
joining Robinson+Cole, Ms. Edmonson was the managing partner of the Wilmington office for an 
AmLaw 100 firm. She also utilized her finance background as a managing director with a nation-
ally renowned financial advisory firm for several years. Ms. Edmonson received her B.S./B.A. from 
American University and her J.D. from Loyola Law School Los Angeles.

Robert L. Eisenbach, III is Of Counsel with Cooley LLP in its Business Restructuring & Reor-
ganization group in San Francisco. He focuses his practice on restructuring, bankruptcy, distressed 
M&A and related litigation. Mr. Eisenbach is regularly involved in cases throughout the country, in-
cluding in California, Delaware and New York. He has been consistently listed in The Best Lawyers 
in America for Bankruptcy and Creditor-Debtor Rights Law and has been recognized as a Northern 
California Super Lawyer. For more than 30 years, Mr. Eisenbach has guided companies and their 
boards of directors through chapter 11 and out-of-court restructurings and recapitalizations, whether 
it is a billion-dollar company restructuring publicly held debt, a middle-market company or a tech-
nology startup. He is often asked to bring his distressed M&A expertise to bear in helping compa-
nies and private-equity firms navigate the unique issues involved when buying or selling assets of 
financially troubled or bankrupt companies. On the creditor side, Mr. Eisenbach frequently repre-
sents unsecured creditors’ committees in chapter 11 cases in a range of industries, including retail, 
semiconductor and storage technology, biotechnology and health care. In addition, he has specific 
expertise in chapter 15 cross-border bankruptcy cases involving companies in Europe and Asia. Mr. 
Eisenbach has litigated a wide variety of bankruptcy-related disputes, director and officer liability 
litigation, complex commercial litigation and intellectual property cases. He received his J.D. from 
the University of Virginia School of Law in 1985, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif, 
and his B.A. summa cum laude in political science and economics from Louisiana State University 
in 1982. Upon graduation from LSU, he was awarded the University Medal for Highest Academic 
Achievement and received a Phi Kappa Phi National Graduate Fellowship.

Shain Filcher is a staff attorney with Legal Services of the Hudson Valley in White Plains, N.Y., 
where they lead its LGBTQ+ Legal project, which is dedicated to representing the LGBTQ+ com-
munities and ensuring that their basic necessities of life are being met. They work on a wide variety 
of legal issues specific to members of the LGBTQ+ communities, including discrimination based on 
sexual orientation, gender identity and/or gender expression, court-ordered name changes, accessing 
affirming health care, and recognition of legal parentage. In addition, they develop and teach con-
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tinuing legal education courses, mentor pro bono legal fellows and volunteers, operate name-change 
clinics, collaborate with the organization’s development team regarding fundraising, and testify at 
public hearings. Active in the legal community both locally and nationwide, Shain spends a great 
deal of time working within bar associations dedicated to promoting justice in and through the legal 
profession for all LGBTQ+ people. They are the current president of the LGBT Bar Association and 
Foundation of Greater New York (LeGaL). Additionally, they have previously served on the Na-
tional Conference of Bar Presidents Membership Communications Committee and Membership and 
Diversity Committee of the National LGBTQ+ Bar Association. Shain were named to the National 
LGBTQ+ Bar Association’s “Best LGBTQ+ Lawyers Under 40 Class of 2021.” They received their 
B.A. in 2008 from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and their J.D. from the University of Oregon 
School of Law.

Jeffrey K. Garfinkle is a shareholder with Buchalter, PC in Irvine, Calif., and Seattle. His primary 
practice involves the representation of secured and unsecured creditors, creditors’ committees, trust-
ees, equity receivers, debtors, and other parties in interest in a variety of bankruptcy, restructuring 
cases and collection matters, including out-of-court workouts. He also specializes in matters pertain-
ing to Articles 2 and 9 of the Uniform Commercial Code and in representing purchasers of assets 
from bankrupt companies and financially troubled companies. Mr. Garfinkle is regarded as one of 
the nation’s leading health care and pharmaceutical insolvency attorneys. For more than 20 years, he 
has served as primary U.S. insolvency, bankruptcy and collections counsel to McKesson, the world’s 
largest health care corporation. He currently represents McKesson in several opiate-related bank-
ruptcy and restructuring cases, including Purdue Pharma and Mallinckrodt, and he has represented 
committees, debtors, creditors and other parties in dozens of other health care bankruptcy cases. 
Mr. Garfinkle has been recognized The Best Lawyers in America for 2021 and 2022 in the areas of 
Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights and Insolvency and Reorganization Law. He is a member 
of the Board of Governors of the Financial Lawyers Conference and co-chairs ABI’s Commercial 
and Regulatory Law Committee. Mr. Garfinkle worked pro bono on the successful chapter 11 reor-
ganization of the San Diego Symphony, during which he devoted 1,000 hours and was awarded an 
honorary lifetime membership in the American Federation of Musicians. For the last decade, he has 
served as an advisor to the law student-run Emory Bankruptcy Developments Journal. Mr. Buchalter 
previously spent 12 years with an international law firm and a one-year clerkship with Hon. Louise 
DeCarl Adler in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of California. In addition to 
practicing before the U.S. Supreme Court, he has argued appeals in five Federal Courts of Appeals 
and handled bankruptcy matters in dozens of districts throughout the U.S. Mr. Garfinkle received 
his B.A. in 1987 from the University of Florida and his J.D. in 1990 from Emory University School 
of Law.

Jeffrey R. Gleit is a partner with ArentFox Schiff LLP in New York and has experience represent-
ing debtors, hedge funds, private-equity funds, financial institutions, independent directors and trade 
creditors in restructuring distressed companies. He works with clients in a variety of industries, 
including financial, energy, health care, automotive, retail, telecommunications and manufacturing. 
Mr. Gleit regularly advises boards of directors in distressed situations and provides counsel to par-
ties to credit default swap transactions. He was listed as a “Rising Star” in New York Super Lawyers 
from 2011-12, as an Outstanding Young Restructuring Lawyer in Turnarounds & Workouts in 2012, 
in New York Super Lawyers from 2013-20, as a Law360 “Rising Star” Law360 in 2014, and in The 
Legal 500 U.S. from 2019-21. A member of the Turnaround Management Association and the Fed-
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eral Bar Council, Mr. Gleit received his B.B.A. in 1997 from Hofstra University and his J.D. in 1999 
with honors from Hofstra University School of Law.

Gregory M. Gordon is a partner with Jones Day in Dallas, where he represents clients in complex, 
high-profile chapter 11 cases and corporate restructurings. His experience includes out-of-court re-
structurings, prepackaged bankruptcies, distressed M&A transactions and cross-border insolvencies. 
In recent years, Mr. Gordon has assisted clients in achieving permanent resolutions of mass-tort 
liabilities, including asbestos and talc liabilities. He represented RadioShack in its successful chap-
ter 11 reorganization, including in connection with a going-concern sale of a substantial portion of 
RadioShack’s business following a contentious auction and sale hearing, and Bondex and Specialty 
Products in their successful § 524(g) chapter 11 reorganization, which resolved their asbestos liabili-
ties. Mr. Gordon also represented the owners of the Vogtle nuclear plant in Westinghouse’s chapter 
11 case, which resulted in a full recovery on their approximately $3.7 billion dollar claim. He is 
currently representing LTL Management, an affiliate of Johnson & Johnson, in a chapter 11 case 
it filed to resolve its talc liability, and is representing Bestwall, an affiliate of Georgia-Pacific, and 
DBMP, an affiliate of CertainTeed, in chapter 11 cases they filed to resolve their asbestos liabilities. 
Mr. Gordon is also representing Hanson Permanente Cement and Kaiser Gypsum in chapter 11 cases 
they filed to resolve asbestos and environmental liabilities. Other significant engagements include 
the successful chapter 11 reorganizations of Swift Energy, achieved in less than four months through 
a prepackaged plan of reorganization, and Kaiser Aluminum, which included successful restructur-
ings of pension, retiree medical, environmental and asbestos liabilities. Mr. Gordon is a Fellow in 
the American College of Bankruptcy. He received A.B. summa cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa from 
Muhlenberg College in 1977 and his J.D. in 1980 from Duke University.

Hon. Meredith S. Grabill is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Louisiana in New 
Orleans. Prior to taking the bench in September 2019, she practiced primarily in the areas of bank-
ruptcy, commercial, and oil and gas litigation, serving on bankruptcy teams representing publicly 
traded, closely held, and individual chapter 11 debtors; official unsecured creditors’ committees; and 
corporate creditors. Outside of bankruptcy court, Judge Grabill has represented large and multina-
tional corporations in antitrust proceedings, labor and contract disputes, and insurance and reinsur-
ance disputes. She previously clerked for Hon. Edith Brown Clement in the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Fifth Circuit, Hon. Martin L.C. Feldman in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of 
Louisiana, and Hon. Martin Glenn in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of New 
York. Judge Grabill received her B.A. from The Evergreen State College in Olympia, Wash., and her 
J.D. from Tulane Law School, where she served as editor-in-chief of the Tulane Law Review.

Hon. John T. Gregg is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Michigan in Grand 
Rapids, appointed on July 17, 2014. Previously, he was a partner with the law firm of Barnes & 
Thornburg LLP, where he focused on corporate restructuring, bankruptcy and other insolvency mat-
ters. Judge Gregg is the chair of the education committee of the National Conference of Bankruptcy 
Judges for 2022, serves on the ABI’s Board of Directors, was recently inducted as a Fellow of the 
American College of Bankruptcy, and is a member of the American Law Institute. He is a frequent 
writer and speaker on bankruptcy and other commercial issues, and he has written and co-edited nu-
merous secondary sources, including Collier Guide to Chapter 11, published by LexisNexis; Strate-
gies for Secured Creditors in Workouts and Foreclosures, published by ALI-ABA; Issues for Sup-
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pliers and Customers of Financially Troubled Auto Suppliers, published by ABI; Michigan Security 
Interests in Personal Property, published by the Institute of Continuing Legal Education; Handling 
Consumer and Small Business Bankruptcies in Michigan, published by the Institute of Continu-
ing Legal Education; Interrupted! Understanding Bankruptcy’s Effects on Manufacturing Supply 
Chains, published by ABI; and Receiverships in Michigan, published by the Institute of Continuing 
Legal Education. Judge Gregg received his B.A. in 1996 from the University of Michigan and his 
J.D. in 2002 from DePaul University College of Law.

Hon. Lisa S. Gretchko is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Michigan in Detroit, 
sworn in on April 5, 2021. Prior to her judicial appointment, she spent several decades as a bankrupt-
cy/creditors’ rights attorney and represented nearly every constituency in bankruptcy courts around 
the country, including secured creditors, unsecured creditors’ committees, landlords, licensors of 
intellectual property, customers, suppliers, business debtors and trustees. Judge Gretchko has writ-
ten and lectured extensively for various organizations on numerous bankruptcy and creditors’ rights 
issues. She currently serves as ABI’s Vice President-Publications and as a member of its Executive 
Committee and Board of Directors, and chairs its Publications Committee. Judge Gretchko is a for-
mer Executive Editor of the ABI Journal and a former co-chair of the ABI’s Unsecured Trade Credi-
tors Committee, which named her 2014 Committee Person of the Year. She also has been named in 
Michigan Super Lawyers and The Best Lawyers in America, and she was honored as a Woman in the 
Law by Michigan Lawyer’s Weekly in 2011. Judge Gretchko received her B.A. with honors in 1976 
from the University of Michigan, where she was elected Phi Beta Kappa, and her J.D. with honors 
in 1978 from the University of Detroit.

Matthew Guill is a director at Configure Partners, LLC in New York, a middle-market credit-fo-
cused investment bank providing debt-placement and capital-resolution advisory services to com-
panies, sponsors, lenders and other stakeholders. He has advised a wide range of client, including 
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico with respect to its $100+ billion of liabilities, Hyundai Merchant 
Marine in a $4+ billion debt and charter contract restructuring, M&G Chemicals in its $2 billion 
restructuring, Pacific Drilling in its $1 billion restructuring, and various ad hoc lender groups. Mr. 
Guill joined Configure Partners from Greenhill & Co.’s Financing Advisory and Restructuring prac-
tice, where he was a principal. Prior to joining Greenhill, he worked on the restructuring teams at 
Rothschild and Millstein. Mr. Guill has advised companies, lenders, sponsors and governments on 
an array of complex financing and restructuring issues, M&A activity and general strategic advisory 
assignments. He is a FINRA General Securities Representative (Series 63 & 79). Mr. Guill received 
his undergraduate degree Phi Beta Kappa from Hampden-Sydney College, where he was captain of 
the basketball team, and his M.B.A. from Columbia Business School.

Hon. Elizabeth L. Gunn is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Columbia in Washington, 
D.C., appointed on Sept. 4, 2020. A COVID-era selection and appointment, she was sworn in by 
Zoom from her living room. Prior to her appointment, Judge Gunn served as an Assistant Attorney 
General for the Commonwealth of Virginia as the sole the bankruptcy specialist for the Division of 
Child Support Enforcement. She also practiced law in Richmond, Va., at Sands Anderson PC and 
McGuireWoods LLP. In 2017, Judge Gunn was honored as a member of ABI’s inaugural class of 
“40 Under 40.” She serves on the advisory board of the American Bankruptcy Law Journal and 
the board of the Federal Bar Association Bankruptcy Section, and she is a former board member of 
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the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation, a former committee chair of 
ABI’s Consumer Bankruptcy and Litigation Committees, and an associate editor of the ABI Journal. 
Judge Gunn is a member of the Walter Chandler Bankruptcy Inn of Court and is Board Certified 
in Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification. She received her B.A. cum 
laude from Willamette University and her J.D. cum laude from Boston College Law School.

Paul R. Hage is the chair of the Insolvency & Reorganization practice group at Jaffe Raitt Heuer 
& Weiss in Southfield, Mich., where he represents debtors, secured and unsecured creditors, credi-
tors’ committees, asset-purchasers and trustees in insolvency proceedings nationwide. He frequently 
writes and speaks on bankruptcy issues for ABI, the American Bar Association’s Business Bankrupt-
cy Committee, Norton Institutes on Bankruptcy Law, the State Bar of Michigan and the Turnaround 
Management Association. Mr. Hage is a member of the ABI’s Board of Directors and previously 
chaired ABI’s Unsecured Trade Creditors Committee. He also is a coordinating editor for the ABI 
Journal and co-director of ABI’s and St. John’s University School of Law’s Conrad B. Duberstein 
National Bankruptcy Moot Court Competition. Mr. Hage is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy 
Law by the American Board of Certification and has been an adjunct professor at the University of 
Michigan Law School. In 2017, Mr. Hage was selected as a member of ABI’s inaugural “40 Under 
40” class. He received his bachelor’s degree from James Madison College at Michigan State Uni-
versity, his J.D. from Loyola University Chicago School of Law and his LL.M. in bankruptcy from 
St. John’s University School of Law.

James J. Haller is a practitioner with Haller Law in Mundelein, Ill., and has been practicing primar-
ily bankruptcy and consumer law since 1993. He maintains a private practice representing consum-
ers filing for bankruptcy and under other federal consumer protection statutes. Mr. Haller served for 
many years on the board of directors for the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attor-
neys (NACBA) and in 2017 served as its president. He also is the director for Professional Develop-
ment for NACBA. Mr. Haller received his B.A. from Carleton College in Northfield, Minn., and his 
J.D. from Washington University in St. Louis.

Hon. Michelle M. Harner is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Maryland in Baltimore, 
appointed in 2017. Prior to her appointment to the bench, she was the Francis King Carey Profes-
sor of Law and the Director of the Business Law Program at the University of Maryland Francis 
King Carey School of Law, where she taught courses in bankruptcy and creditors’ rights, business 
associations, business planning, corporate finance and the legal profession. Judge Harner lectured 
frequently during her academic career on various topics involving corporate governance, financially 
distressed entities, risk management and related legal issues. Her academic scholarship is widely 
published, with her publications appearing in, among others, the Vanderbilt Law Review, Notre 
Dame Law Review, Washington University Law Review, Minnesota Law Review, Indiana Law Jour-
nal, Fordham Law Review (reprinted in Corporate Practice Commentator), Washington & Lee Law 
Review, William & Mary Law Review, University of Illinois Law Review, Arizona Law Review (re-
printed in Corporate Practice Commentator) and Florida Law Review. Judge Harner has served as 
the Associate Reporter to the Advisory Committee on the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure, 
the Reporter to the ABI Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11, and most recently chaired 
the Dodd-Frank Study Working Group for the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts. She also 
served as the Robert M. Zinman ABI Resident Scholar for the fall of 2015. Judge Harner is an 
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elected conferee of the National Bankruptcy Conference, an elected Fellow of the American College 
of Bankruptcy, and an elected member of the American Law Institute. She previously was in private 
practice in the business restructuring, insolvency, bankruptcy and related transactional fields, most 
recently as a partner at the Chicago office of the international law firm Jones Day. Judge Harner 
received her B.A. cum laude from Boston College in 1992 and her J.D. summa cum laude from The 
Ohio State University College of Law in 1995.

323Hon. Bruce A. Harwood is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of New Hampshire in 
Concord, appointed to the bench in March 2013. He also serves on the First Circuit’s Bankruptcy 
Appellate Panel. Prior to his appointment to the bench, Judge Harwood chaired the Bankruptcy, 
Insolvency and Creditors’ Rights Group at Sheehan Phinney Bass + Green in Manchester, N.H., 
representing business debtors, asset-purchasers, secured and unsecured creditors, creditors’ com-
mittees, trustees in bankruptcy, and insurance and banking regulators in connection with the reha-
bilitation and liquidation of insolvent insurers and trust companies. He was a chapter 7 panel trustee 
in the District of New Hampshire and mediated disputes arising in debtor/creditor relations. Judge 
Harwood serves on ABI’s Board of Directors on its Communication, Information and Technology 
Committee. He served as co-chair of ABI’s Commercial Fraud Committee, as program co-chair of 
(and presently as judicial advisor to) ABI’s Northeast Bankruptcy Conference; and as Northeast 
Regional Chair of the ABI Endowment Fund’s Development Committee. He also served on ABI’s 
Civility Task Force. Judge Harwood is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and was 
consistently recognized in the bankruptcy law section of The Best Lawyers in America, in New Eng-
land SuperLawyers and by Chambers USA. He received his B.A. from Northwestern University and 
his J.D. from Washington University School of Law.

Ira L. Herman is a partner with Blank Rome LLP in its New York office, where he concentrates 
his practice on distressed public debt issues, insolvency matters involving upstream and midstream 
oil and gas companies, and distressed M&A. He regularly counsels lenders and other constituencies 
regarding bankruptcy risk, including with regard to intercreditor issues. Additionally, he advises 
financially distressed entities and their management on restructuring and bankruptcy issues, in and 
out of court, including corporate governance issues. Mr. Herman is a court-appointed mediator, and 
he has facilitated the resolution of controversies involving U.S. and non-U.S. parties concerning 
bankruptcy and commercial law issues. In 2017, he was appointed to the Bankruptcy Law360 edito-
rial advisory board. He also authored “Anticipating and Managing Bankruptcy Risk,” a series of ar-
ticles prepared for the Financial Restructuring & Bankruptcy module of Lexis Practice Advisor, and 
chapter 28, titled “Bankruptcy,” in the treatise Negotiating and Drafting Office Leases (2017 Law 
Journal Press). Mr. Herman received his B.A. in political science cum laude from Yeshiva University 
in 1979, where he served as editor-in-chief of The Polis, a political science journal, and his J.D. cum 
laude with distinction from Boston University School of Law in 1982, where he served as an editor 
of the Boston University International Law Journal.

Hon. Mary Jo Heston is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Washington in Taco-
ma, appointed on Jan. 31, 2017. Previously, she was a shareholder in the Seattle and Portland, Ore., 
offices of Lane Powell PC, where her practice involved commercial litigation and transactional mat-
ters with an emphasis on business reorganizations, international insolvency and the acquisition of 
troubled businesses and assets. Between 1988 and 1993, Judge Heston served as the first Region 18 
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U.S. Trustee, overseeing bankruptcy cases and fiduciaries in Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Alaska and 
Montana. She also is a former law clerk to a federal district court judge and a bankruptcy judge and a 
former estate administrator of the federal bankruptcy court. Judge Heston taught bankruptcy courses 
for more than 20 years at both Seattle University School of Law and University of Washington Law 
School. She is a 2001 Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and an active participant in 
both professional organizations and community service organizations, and she currently serves or 
has served in leadership positions for the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, ABI, INSOL 
International, the Washington State Bar Association’s Debtor Creditor Section, the Turnaround Man-
agement Association, CARE and CENTS. Judge Heston is a frequent international, national and 
regional speaker and author on topics including international insolvency issues, creditors’ rights 
issues, and commercial and consumer insolvency issues. Her recent community service efforts have 
focused on military and veterans’ financial and bankruptcy-related issues through her service on the 
Pro Bono Committee of ABI’s Veterans and Servicemembers Affairs Task Force. Judge Heston re-
ceived her undergraduate degree cum laude from the University of Washington in 1975 and her J.D. 
cum laude from the Seattle University School of Law in 1980.

Jarret P. Hitchings is a partner with Duane Morris LLP in Wilmington, Del., where he practices 
in the areas of business bankruptcy and distressed-asset litigation. He maintains an international 
bankruptcy and restructuring practice, and has experience appearing before U.S. bankruptcy courts 
in principal commercial venues. Mr. Hitchings has experience practicing before the Delaware courts, 
including the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware and Delaware’s Court of Chancery, 
particularly with respect to business bankruptcies and other insolvency proceedings. He is News-
letter Editor for ABI’s Emerging Industries and Technology Committee and serves on the advisory 
board of ABI’s Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Workshop. Mr. Hitchings is a member of the Delaware 
State Bar Association and INSOL International. He is also a member of Class X of the International 
Insolvency Institute’s NextGen Leadership Program. Since 2016, he has authored or co-authored at 
least 13 articles that have been published in The Legal Intelligencer, Law360, ABI Journal, Dela-
ware Business Court Insider and INSOL World. He also has been a panelist in multiple legal edu-
cation programs, including speaking for the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges in 2018 
in a program titled, “Beyond the Surface of Venue: Real World Bankruptcy Practice in 2018.” Mr. 
Hitchings received his B.A. from Pennsylvania State University and his J.D. magna cum laude from 
Villanova University Charles Widger School of Law, where he was admitted to the Order of the Coif.

Hon. Barbara J. Houser is a retired U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Texas in 
Dallas, now serving on recall status, and she is ABI’s Immediate Past President. She previously was 
with Locke, Purnell, Boren, Laney & Neely in Dallas and became a shareholder there in 1985. In 
1988, she joined Sheinfeld, Maley & Kay, P.C. as the shareholder-in-charge of the Dallas office and 
remained there until she was sworn in as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge in 2000. While at Sheinfeld, Judge 
Houser led the firm’s representation of clients in a variety of significant national chapter 11 cases. 
She lectures and publishes frequently, is a past chairman of the Dallas Bar Association’s Commit-
tee on Bankruptcy and Corporate Reorganization, is a member of the Dallas, Texas and American 
Bar Associations, and is a Fellow of the Texas and American Bar Foundations. Judge Houser served 
as a contributing author to Collier on Bankruptcy for many years and taught creditors’ rights as a 
visiting professor at the SMU Dedman School of Law. She was elected a Fellow of the American 
College of Bankruptcy in 1994, and in 1996, she was elected a conferee of the National Bankruptcy 
Conference. In 1998, the National Law Journal named Judge Houser as one of the 50 most influential 
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women lawyers in America. After becoming a bankruptcy judge, she joined the National Conference 
of Bankruptcy Judges and served as its president from 2009-10. Judge Houser has received a variety 
of awards and honors since taking the bench, the Distinguished Alumni Award for Judicial Service 
from the SMU Dedman School of Law in February 2011, ABI’s Judge William Norton Jr. Judicial 
Excellence Award in October 2014, and the Distinguished Service Award from the Alliance of Bank-
ruptcy Inns of the American Inns of Court in October 2016. She also received the Distinguished 
Service Award from the American College of Bankruptcy in October 2021. Judge Houser has served 
the judiciary in a number of capacities during her 21 years on the bench, including as a member of 
the Judicial Conference Committee on the Administration of the Bankruptcy System for seven years, 
as a member of the faculty that the Federal Judicial Center selected to teach new bankruptcy judges 
for many years, and as a member of the board of directors of the Federal Judicial Center, which is 
chaired by Chief Justice John Roberts. In June 2017, she was appointed to serve as the leader of a 
five-federal-judge mediation team tasked with settling all of the issues in dispute in connection with 
the historic insolvency filings by the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and certain related instrumen-
talities under Title III of PROMESA. Judge Houser received her undergraduate degree with high 
distinction from the University of Nebraska and her J.D. from Southern Methodist University Law 
School, where she was editor of its law review.

Patricia B. Jefferson is a principal at Miles & Stockbridge P.C. in Baltimore in its Creditors’ Rights 
and Bankruptcy Group, as well as the Real Estate and Commercial Finance Group. She represents 
diverse clients (lenders, unsecured creditors, potential asset-purchasers, trustees and other interested 
parties) in all aspects of bankruptcy cases, including cash collateral, debtor-in-possession financing, 
asset sales, dischargeability litigation, claims objections, avoidance actions and lease disputes. Ad-
ditionally, she represents and advises secured lenders in formulating and executing workout strate-
gies outside of bankruptcy. In addition to her bankruptcy experience, Ms. Jefferson regularly advises 
clients regarding distressed real estate and commercial foreclosures and receivership actions. She 
has served on the panel of chapter 7 bankruptcy trustees for the U.S. District Court for the District 
of Maryland since 2019, and has been appointed as a receiver under Maryland’s Uniform Commer-
cial Receivership Act. Ms. Jefferson is a regular speaker at legal education seminars and has been 
recognized as a leading bankruptcy lawyer in Baltimore by Chambers USA since 2015. In addition, 
she was included in the Maryland Daily Record’s “VIP List: Successful before 40” in 2018, and was 
recognized as an emerging leader by The M&A Advisor in 2019. Ms. Jefferson received her J.D. 
with honors from the University of Maryland School of Law, where she was elected to the Order 
of Barristers and served as an associate editor of The Business Lawyer and as vice-president of the 
Moot Court Board.

Hon. David R. Jones is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Texas in Houston, 
initially sworn in on Sept, 30, 2011, and named Chief Judge in 2015. Prior to becoming a judge, he 
was a partner in the bankruptcy group at Porter Hedges, LLP in Houston, specializing in bankruptcy 
and bankruptcy-related litigation. Judge Jones received his B.S. in electrical engineering from Duke 
University in 1983, his M.B.A. from Southern Methodist University in 1986, and his J.D. from the 
University of Houston in 1992, where he served as editor-in-chief of the Houston Law Review.

Allen G. Kadish is a partner with Archer Greiner P.C. in New York, where he focuses his prac-
tice in the areas of corporate crisis management, complex transactions, chapter 11 restructurings, 
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workouts, creditors’ rights, business law and business litigation. His clients include distressed and 
nondistressed businesses in transition, corporate borrowers in debt transactions, debtors, creditors, 
lenders, vendors, fiduciaries, purchasers, investors, committees, professionals and others in- and 
out-of-court. Mr. Kadish represents parties involved with reorganization and restructuring issues in 
a wide range of industries, including airline, arts and entertainment, automotive, communications, 
construction, e-commerce, electronics, energy, environmental, fashion, financial services, food and 
beverage, gaming, health care, investment capital, jewelry, manufacturing, media, oil and gas servic-
es, real estate, retail, sports, technology and transportation. He also is a qualified mediator, certified 
by ABI/St. John’s University School of Law, and is an approved mediator for the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Courts for the Southern and Eastern Districts of New York. He has conducted mediations in, among 
others, the SunEdison and Madoff mega-cases. Previously, Mr. Kadish clerked for Hon. Manuel D. 
Leal, Jr. of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of Texas at Houston. He is a global 
trustee for the Turnaround Management Association and a member of ABI, workOUT Profession-
als, the American and New York State Bar Associations, and the Association of the Bar of the City 
of New York. He also has volunteered on ABI’s “40 Under 40” program steering committee. Mr. 
Kadish received his B.A. from Rutgers University and his J.D. from Benjamin N. Cardozo School 
of Law at Yeshiva University.

Dimitri G. Karcazes is a principal in the Bankruptcy & Creditors’ Rights Group of Goldberg Kohn 
Ltd. in Chicago. He primarily represents institutional lenders in the protection and enforcement of 
creditors’ rights. Mr. Karcazes is involved in all aspects of commercial workouts and bankruptcies 
and has handled transactions and cases throughout the U.S. and in Canada, Mexico and the European 
Union. He is a commissioner from the State of Illinois to Uniform Law Commission, and he served 
on the committee to harmonize the laws of the U.S., Mexico and Canada with respect to the Conven-
tion on the Assignment of Receivables in International Trade. Mr. Karcazes is a member of ABI, the 
Turnaround Management Association and INSOL Europe, among other organizations. He received 
his his B.A. with honors in 1996 from the University of Chicago, Phi Beta Kappa, and his J.D. with 
honors in 1999 from the University of Chicago. In the course of obtaining his B.A., he studied law 
and international relations for one year at the London School of Economics.

Aaron M. Kaufman is a partner with Gray Reed & McGraw LLP in Dallas and has resolved high-
profile cases in numerous industries, including energy, health care, retail, construction, real estate, 
technology, fitness and many others. His bankruptcy experience includes representing debtors, trust-
ees and lenders to committees, investors and other parties with a stake in the outcome. He also as-
sists investors in acquiring distressed assets and represents clients in all other aspects of commercial 
bankruptcy cases. Mr. Kaufman has resolved bankruptcy-related litigation and other commercial 
disputes concerning a number of issues, including fraudulent transfers, preference actions, breach 
of fiduciary duties and contract claims. He is often called on by media to provide insights on legal 
issues impacting distressed businesses across the country, and he is a frequent author and speaker 
on a variety of bankruptcy and litigation topics. Mr. Kaufman has been listed in The Best Lawyers 
in America in the fields of Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization 
Law and Bankruptcy Litigation (2020-22), recognized as a leading bankruptcy/restructuring lawyer 
in Texas by Chambers & Partners USA (2021), named in Texas Super Lawyers (a Thomson Reuters 
company) as published in Texas Monthly (2018-21), and named a “Rising Star” by Texas Super 
Lawyers (2016-17). He is a contributor to ABI’s VOLO Circuit Court First Responder project, has 
been a coordinating editor for the ABI Journal, and is a member of the American and Dallas Bar As-



AMERICAN BANKRUPTCY INSTITUTE

2431

sociations and the Hon. John C. Ford American Inn of Court. Mr. Kaufman received his B.S. from 
the University of Texas at Austin in 2002 and his J.D. with honors from the University of Houston 
Law Center in 2007.

Robert J. Keach is a shareholder at Bernstein, Shur, Sawyer & Nelson, P.A. in Portland, Maine, and 
co-chairs its Business Restructuring and Insolvency Practice Group. He focuses on the representa-
tion of various parties in workouts and bankruptcy cases, including debtors, creditors, creditors’ 
committees, lessors and third parties acquiring troubled companies and/or their assets. Mr. Keach 
served as co-chair of ABI’s Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11. He also is a Fellow of 
the American College of Bankruptcy and a former ABI President (2009-2010). Mr. Keach has ap-
peared as a panelist on national bankruptcy, lender liability and creditors’ rights programs, and is 
the author of several articles on bankruptcy and creditors’ rights appearing in the ABI Law Review, 
Commercial Law Journal and ABI Journal, among other publications. He also is a contributing au-
thor to Collier Guide to Chapter 11: Key Topics and Selected Industries (2011 Ed.). Mr. Keach is 
recognized as a “Star Individual” in Corporate M&A/Bankruptcy in Chambers USA, The Best Law-
yers in America (10-Year Certificate) and New England Super Lawyers (Bankruptcy and Top 100 
Lawyers in New England). He also is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American 
Board of Certification. Mr. Keach served as the chapter 11 trustee in the railroad reorganization case 
of Montreal Maine & Atlantic Railway, Ltd., and as the fee examiner in both the Exide Technologies 
case in Delaware and the In re AMR Corporation case (the chapter 11 cases of American Airlines 
and its parent and certain affiliates). In addition, he inter alia represented ad hoc committees in the 
Homebanc Mortgage, New Century TRS Holdings and Nortel Networks cases in Delaware, as well 
as a public utilities commission in the FairPoint Communications case in the Southern District of 
New York. Mr. Keach received his J.D. in 1980 from the University of Maine.

Brya M. Keilson is a partner with Morris James LLP in Wilmington, Del., where she counsels 
clients on commercial bankruptcy, restructuring and insolvency matters. She represents chapter 11 
debtors, insurers in all facets of bankruptcy-related issues, creditors’ committees, liquidating trust-
ees, trade creditors and financial institutions, purchasers of assets, and both plaintiffs and defendants 
in numerous avoidance actions, including preference and fraudulent-transfer actions. Outside of 
bankruptcy, Ms. Keilson represents receivers and assignees in assignments for the benefit of credi-
tors, and she represents corporate clients in asset-purchase deals and banks in front-end lending and 
workouts. She also has experience in commercial litigation, real estate matters, loan transactions and 
corporate acquisitions. Prior to joining Morris James, Ms. Keilson worked in private practice at two 
law firms for the first 13 years of her practice. She then worked as a trial attorney for the Office of the 
U.S. Trustee, where she represented the U.S. Trustee for Region 3 in chapter 11 and 7 cases pending 
in Delaware. Ms. Keilson speaks on a broad range of topics concerning commercial bankruptcy law, 
including serving as a recurring panelist at the Pennsylvania Bankruptcy Institute. She received her 
B.A. in philosophy in 1999 from Haverford College and her J.D. in 2004 from Villanova University 
School of Law, where she was a staff writer and managing editor of the Villanova Law Review and 
a Dean’s Merit Scholar.

Jane Kim is a partner at Keller Benvenutti Kim LLP, a San Francisco-based corporate bankruptcy 
and restructuring boutique law firm, where she represents debtors in possession, distressed compa-
nies and other parties in both in-court and out-of-court situations. Her recent engagements include 



2022 ANNUAL SPRING MEETING

2432

representing In-Shape Health Clubs, LLC, a premium regional fitness club chain in California, and 
Ravn Air Group, Inc., a regional airline in Alaska, in each of their chapter 11 cases filed in Delaware. 
She also serves as bankruptcy co-counsel for Pacific Gas & Electric Company in its chapter 11 case, 
the largest chapter 11 filing in the Northern District of California in over a decade. Before moving 
to California and joining Keller Benvenutti Kim in 2014, Ms. Kim practiced in New York at Cleary 
Gottlieb for over a decade. She is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and has been 
recognized as a leading lawyer by publications and organizations including Chambers USA, Super 
Lawyers, Benchmark Litigation California, and Lawdragon’s inaugural list of the 500 Leading U.S. 
Bankruptcy and Restructuring Lawyers. She also was selected to serve as a lawyer representative for 
the Northern District of California. Ms. Kim received her B.A. from Columbia College at Columbia 
University in 1999 and her J.D. from Harvard Law School in 2002.

Jeannie Kim is an associate in the Finance and Bankruptcy Practice Group in the Sheppard Mul-
lin’s San Francisco office. She represents corporate debtors-in-possession, official committees of 
unsecured creditors, chapter 11 trustees, asset-purchasers and individual creditors in all aspects of 
complex chapter 11 cases, related litigation, state and federal receivership cases, state insolvency 
proceedings and out-of-court workouts. She has also represented financial institutions, technology 
companies, commercial landlords and vendors as secured creditors, contract counterparties and ad-
ministrative creditors in insolvency proceedings. Ms. Kim has provided general legal counsel to 
commercial clients in a range of industries including technology, commercial leasing, entertainment, 
retail, hospitality, manufacturing and distribution, consumer products, alternative energy, mining, 
aviation and real estate development. She was featured as a “Southern California Rising Star” in Su-
per Lawyers from 2013-16, and in 2017 was selected for the inaugural class of ABI’s “40 Under 40.” 
Ms. Kim received her B.A. in history from the University of California, Los Angeles a postgraduate 
diploma in International Political Thought from the University of St. Andrews (Scotland) and her 
J.D. from Loyola Law School.

Susan Poll Klaessy is a partner and trial lawyer with Foley & Lardner LLP in Chicago, where she 
concentrates her practice in bankruptcy and insolvency matters, fiduciary liability, debtors’ and cred-
itors’ rights, corporate dissolution, fraud, corporate governance disputes and complex business liti-
gation. She has represented debtors, creditors and other stakeholders in restructurings, liquidations 
and other distressed situations. Ms. Klaessy also is an adjunct law professor at Loyola University 
Chicago School of Law. She is admitted to practice in Illinois, the District of Columbia and Virginia. 
Ms. Klaessy is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell and is listed in Super Lawyers from 
2020-22 and as a Super Lawyers “Rising Star from 2014-19. She also was recognized as an “Emerg-
ing Lawyer in Illinois” in 2018 and 2021 in a survey of her peers by Leading Lawyers. Ms. Klaessy 
received her earned a B.A. in political science and philosophy from the University of Iowa in 2000 
and her J.D. cum laude from Loyola University Chicago School of Law, where she was senior editor 
of the Public Interest Law Reporter. She also has received several awards, including a Certificate in 
Trial Advocacy and Pro Bono Recognition Award.

Jordan A. Kroop is a corporate bankruptcy, restructuring, and reorganization attorney with Perkins 
Coie LLP in Phoenix, where he represents debtors, official committees, acquirers and significant 
creditors in chapter 11 matters involving publicly traded and privately held companies throughout 
the U.S. He is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and represents clients in such diverse 
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industries as manufacturing, real estate development, construction, hospitality, food and beverage, 
gaming, health care and technology. Mr. Kroop has represented the Boston Celtics, the Milwaukee 
Bucks, the Phoenix Coyotes and the Russian Tea Room, debtor-sellers, and strategic acquirers in 
chapter 11 asset sales throughout the country in transactions totaling more than $1 billion. He is 
a long-time adjunct professor of law at Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law at Arizona State 
University. He also has been an instructor at ABI’s Litigation Skills Symposium and has taught 
international commercial arbitration at the University of the Pacific’s McGeorge School of Law in 
Salzburg, Austria. Since 1998, Mr. Kroop has co-authored and regularly updated the two-volume 
treatise Bankruptcy Litigation and Practice: A Practitioner’s Guide, now in its fourth edition. He 
also co-authored a chapter on chapter 11 and sports franchises in the Collier Guide to Chapter 11 
(LexisNexis 2011, rev’d 2012, 2013) and co-authored The Executive Guide to Corporate Bankrupt-
cy (Beard Books). In addition, he has authored dozens of articles in national publications and aug-
ments his writing with frequent panel and seminar presentations across the nation. He also co-chairs 
ABI’s Southwest Bankruptcy Conference. Mr. Kroop has been recognized for more than 10 years 
in Southwest Super Lawyers and The Best Lawyers in America, including as Lawyer of the Year in 
2017. He also has been listed in Lawdragon’s “500 Leading Global Restructuring & Insolvency 
Lawyers” since 2020. Mr. Kroop received his A.B. magna cum laude from Brown University and 
his J.D. from the University of Virginia.

Prof. Robert M. Lawless is the Max L. Rowe Professor of Law and co-director of the Program on 
Law, Behavior & Social Science at the University of Illinois College of Law in Champaign, Ill., 
where he writes and teaches about bankruptcy, consumer finance and business law. He also served 
as the College’s associate dean for research from 2013-16. Prof. Lawless served as the reporter for 
the ABI’s Commission on Consumer Bankruptcy and was the recipient of ABI’s Service Award in 
2019. He is a co-author of Secured Transactions: A Systems Approach and Empirical Methods in 
Law. He also is a regular contributor to the blog Credit Slips, a discussion on credit, finance and 
bankruptcy. Prof. Lawless has testified before Congress, and his work has been featured in media 
outlets such as CNN, C-SPAN, NPR, the New York Times, the Wall Street Journal, USA Today, the 
National Law Journal, the L.A. Times and the Financial Times. Prof. Lawless is a member of the 
American Law Institute and the National Bankruptcy Conference, and he is a Fellow in the Ameri-
can College of Bankruptcy. He received both his undergraduate degree in accounting and his J.D. 
from the University of Illinois, during which time he served as editor-in-chief of the University of 
Illinois Law Review.

Joshua A. Lesser is an associate with the Financial Services practice group of Adams and Reese LLP 
in Houston, where his practice focuses on bankruptcy, finance and complex commercial litigation. 
He represents institutional banks, commercial and individual clients in litigation and transactional 
matters, as well as corporate debtors, secured and unsecured creditors, and committees at all stages 
of debt restructurings, sales and liquidations. Prior to joining Adams and Reese LLP, Mr. Lesser 
clerked for Magistrate Judge Samuel S. Sheldon in the U.S. District Court for the Southern District 
of Texas. He also practiced at a global AM15 law firm, where he worked on large, complex bank-
ruptcy cases and workouts across the U.S. Mr. Lesser received his B.A. in 2013 from the University 
of California at Los Angeles and his J.D. cum laude in 2016 from Tulane University Law School.



2022 ANNUAL SPRING MEETING

2434

P. Bradley Limpert, CLP is the founder of Limpert & Associates in Toronto, where his practice fo-
cuses on technology law, principally in the areas of litigation and commercialization. He previously 
practiced at one of Canada’s largest boutiques and was a partner and chair of the National Technol-
ogy Practice Group at one of Canada’s largest law firms. Mr. Limpert has obtained multimillion-
dollar settlements and judgments for his clients, as well as injunctive relief and civil search warrants. 
He has advised clients on more than 500 licensing transactions and in more than 200 financing and 
M&A transactions. Mr. Limpert appears in the various Canadian courts, representing clients in rela-
tion to the infringement and validity of rights in patents, copyright and confidential information. He 
also litigates licensing disputes and has represented clients in mediation, arbitration and other alter-
native dispute resolution procedures in Canada and abroad. Mr. Limpert’s clients include national 
and multinational companies, venture capital-financed technology companies, hospitals, universi-
ties and public agencies. He is also a director of a number of technology investment funds. In the 
area of commercialization, Mr. Limpert’s work includes assisting with various types of agreements 
and negotiations including in relation to outsourcing, development, privacy, data security, clinical 
trial and research agreements, co-development agreements and other corporate/commercial matters 
of interest to technology companies. Before practicing law, he worked at IBM Canada in software 
development, project management and marketing. He is also a registered patent agent and director 
of the LL.M. program in Privacy and Cybersecurity Law at Osgoode Hall Law School. Mr. Limpert 
received his Bachelor’s degree in engineering physics from McMaster University, and his Master’s 
degree in electrical and biomedical engineering and his LL.B. from the University of Toronto.

Heidi Lipton is a founding partner of Rock Creek Advisors LLC in Belmar, N.J., and has many 
years of experience in banking and consulting. She previously worked for more than 10 years at 
Goldman Sachs in its investment banking division and several years in management consulting for 
McKinsey & Co. in its New York-based Financial Institutions practice. Ms. Lipton has experience 
with clients in many industries and helps guide them through tough financial issues, including re-
structuring, liquidity constraints, sale processes and insolvency matters. She received her B.S. and 
B.A. from the University of Pennsylvania and her M.B.A. from the Wharton School.

Corali Lopez-Castro has been a partner at Kozyak Tropin & Throckmorton, LLP in Miami since 
1998. She is currently serving her third term as managing partner of the firm. Ms. Lopez-Castro 
concentrates her practice on bankruptcy and commercial litigation matters, focusing on bankruptcy 
reorganizations and liquidations, receiverships, debt restructuring and creditors’ rights. She has been 
involved with the liquidation of four bank holding companies in bankruptcy courts around the coun-
try and in state court. Ms. Lopez-Castro served on the panel of trustees for the Southern District 
of Florida between 1998 and 2002, during which she time was responsible for the liquidation of 
assets in bankruptcy cases filed in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of Florida. 
She has also been appointed a receiver in several cases, including as equity receiver in a $100 mil-
lion Ponzi scheme case. In 2014, Ms. Lopez-Castro was inducted as a Fellow into the 25th Class of 
the American College of Bankruptcy. In 2006, she was elected the second woman president of the 
Cuban American Bar Association, the largest voluntary bar association in Florida, and in 2018, she 
was inducted into the International Academy of Trial Lawyers (IATL). She has devoted most of her 
career promoting diversity in the legal profession. Ms. Lopez-Castro received her B.A. from Brown 
University and her J.D. cum laude from the University of Miami School of Law.
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John G. Loughnane, CIPP is a partner in the Corporate and Transactions Department of Nutter 
McClennen & Fish LLP in Boston and has more than 25 years of experience focused on growing 
and restructuring companies. He works with clients entering into business, intellectual property and 
real estate transactions (such as financings, licensings and acquisitions) to help structure and close 
durable deals, and he helps clients navigate a range of business obstacles, including issues involv-
ing the potential or actual financial distress of other parties. Mr. Loughnane specializes in advising 
on restructurings, recapitalizations, going-concern sales and liquidations occurring both in and out 
of court. He has worked with corporate debtors, investors, secured parties, unsecured parties, of-
ficial creditors’ committees, trustees, vendors, licensors/licensees, landlords, employees, officers, 
directors and buyers. Mr. Loughnane has taken on leadership roles in the American Bar Association 
(ABA) (Steering Committee member, Legal Technology Resource Center), ABI (co-chair of its Me-
diation Committee and former co-chair of its Emerging Industries and Technology Committee) and 
the Turnaround Management Association (TMA) (Trustee of TMA Global and past president of its 
Northeast Chapter). He is also an active member of the Boston Bar Association and co-chaired its 
Bankruptcy Section. The impact of the accelerating pace of digital transformation on the important 
issues of privacy and security led Mr. Loughnane to earn the Certified Information Privacy Profes-
sional (CIPP/US) designation from the International Association of Privacy Professionals (IAPP). 
He speaks and writes regularly on a variety of commercial topics, including dealing effectively with 
disruption in negotiating, structuring and enforcing deals. Following law school, Mr. Loughnane 
clerked for Hon. Ronald R. Lagueux of the U.S. District Court for the District of Rhode Island. He 
is admitted to practice in Massachusetts and New York, and before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
First Circuit and the U.S. Supreme Court. Mr. Loughnane received his A.B. from the College of the 
Holy Cross and his J.D. with honors from the George Washington University Law School.

Daniel A. Lowenthal is a partner and chair of Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP’s Business 
Reorganization and Creditors’ Right Practice in New York and advocates for clients in bankrupt-
cy, creditors’ rights and corporate restructuring matters. He represents creditors’ committees, trade 
creditors, indenture trustees, and bankruptcy trustees and examiners in domestic and international 
cases. Mr. Lowenthal also represents U.S. and non-U.S. business entities in a wide range of complex 
litigation issues, including creditors’ rights disputes, purchases of intellectual property assets, and 
distressed-debt acquisitions and restructuring. He has represented clients in trial and appellate courts 
as well as in commercial arbitrations. Recently, he successfully defended former executives of a 
failed European bank against allegations that they had defrauded investors. Among his recent high-
profile matters, Mr. Lowenthal represented Law Debenture Trust Co. of New York in the Energy Fu-
ture Holdings Corp. cases and Delaware Trust Co. in the Nortel Networks cases. He also represented 
Citibank, N.A. in international cross-border insolvency cases. Mr. Lowenthal is a frequent writer and 
speaker and is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell. He received his B.A. magna cum laude 
from Duke University and his J.D. from George Washington University with honors.

Ashley M. McDow is a partner with Foley & Lardner LLP in Los Angeles and is an insolvency and 
commercial lawyer with experience representing parties on every side of a transaction, including 
debtors-in-possession and creditors’ committees, in both in-court and out-of-court restructuringss. 
Her experience spans a wide and diverse array of industries, from health care to manufacturing, in 
chapters 7, 9 and 11. Ms. McDow is admitted to practice in California and Washington. She has been 
consistently recognized as an exemplary attorney by members of both the bankruptcy bar and the 
bankruptcy bench, and she is involved in a wide array of pro bono efforts, including on behalf of The 
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Veterans Consortium. Ms. McDow has been listed since 2016 in Chambers USA for Bankruptcy/Re-
structuring in California and as a Southern California Super Lawyers “Rising Star” since 2011. She 
is the immediate past chair of both the Commercial Law Committee and the Executive Committee 
of the Commercial Law and Bankruptcy Section of the Los Angeles County Bar Association, serves 
on the editorial board of the California Bankruptcy Journal, and was hand-selected to serve on the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Central District of California’s Bar Advisory Board, an organization 
comprised of a number of bankruptcy judges currently serving on the bench in the Central District 
of California (including the chief bankruptcy judge), the U.S. Trustee for Region 16 and a few select 
restructuring practitioners who have demonstrated an unparalleled commitment to advancing the 
restructuring practice not only locally, but nationally. Ms. McDow has authored a number of publi-
cations on bankruptcy and commercial law topics, including critical-vendor motions, perfection of 
security interests in intellectual property and the enforcement of state court judgments in bankruptcy.  
In addition, she has guest-lectured at the University of California Irvine School of Law on insol-
vency and restructuring matters. Most recently, she was honored as one of ABI’s 2019 “40 under 
40” emerging leaders in insolvency. Ms. McDow received her B.A. in 2003 from the University of 
Washington and her J.D. in 2006 from Loyola Law School.

Kyle W. Miller is Of Counsel with Dentons in Louisville, Ky., and an attorney in the firm’s global 
Data Privacy and Cybersecurity group. His practice builds on his career as a cybersecurity profes-
sional to assist clients with needs related to cybersecurity, data privacy, intellectual property and 
technology. Mr. MIller counsels clients across all phases of their systems development lifecycle. 
He drafts and assesses organizations’ cybersecurity programs, performing gap and risk assessments 
under applicable information security frameworks and standards. He also crafts and leads cyber-
security tabletop exercises to test and practice organizations’ cybersecurity programs. Mr. Miller 
drafts and implements data-privacy programs that are compliant with domestic and global legal 
regimes. He has experience reviewing and negotiating technology contracts, including data rights 
and transfer agreements, and he handles trade secret, trademark and other intellectual property dis-
putes. Mr. Miller has experience as cybersecurity incident and disclosure counsel for organizations 
ranging from small businesses to global corporations. He coordinates with forensic investigators to 
assist victims of cyberattacks in mitigating and recovering from damage caused by malicious ac-
tors, and he crafts regulatory and consumer disclosures related to these cybersecurity incidents as 
necessary. Prior to law school, Mr. Miller managed network administration and information secu-
rity for a health care data analytics company, gaining experience in risk-management, data privacy, 
security-incident response and regulatory compliance. He received his undergraduate degree in po-
litical science from the University of Louisville, his M.S. in applied information technology from 
Bellarmine University, and his J.D. from Vanderbilt University Law School, where he founded the 
Law and Technology Society. As a law student, Mr. Miller helped plan Nashville’s 2nd Annual Data 
Monetization Conference as well as an award-winning Legal Hackathon. He also clerked for the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office, focusing on the areas of health care fraud, white-collar crime and computer 
crime prosecution.

James E. Millstein is the co-chairman of Guggenheim Securities, LLC in New York, the investment 
banking and capital markets business of Guggenheim Partners, a global investment and advisory 
firm. Prior to joining Guggenheim in 2018, he was the founder and CEO at Millstein & Co. His 
representative engagements at Guggenheim include advice to Fannie Mae in connection with its 
potential recapitalization, to Knighthead Capital and Certares Management in connection with their 



AMERICAN BANKRUPTCY INSTITUTE

2437

acquisition of Hertz out of chapter 11, and to the Governor of the State of California in connection 
with PG&E’s chapter 11. His representative engagements at Millstein & Co. include advice to the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico in connection with the management of its $75 billion of institutional 
indebtedness, to US Airways in connection with its acquisition of American Airlines out of chapter 
11, and advice to Caesars in connection with its financial restructuring in chapter 11. From 2009-11, 
Mr. Millstein was the CRO at the U.S. Department of the Treasury, where he was responsible for 
oversight and management of the Department’s largest investments in the financial sector and was 
the principal architect of AIG’s restructuring and recapitalization. Prior to joining the Treasury, he 
served as managing director and global co-head of Corporate Restructuring at Lazard from 2000-08. 
Before joining Lazard, he was partner and head of the Corporate Restructuring practice at Cleary, 
Gottlieb, Steen & Hamilton. Mr. Millstein is a lecturer in law at Columbia Law School, where he 
teaches a course on private capital, and an adjunct professor of law at Georgetown University, where 
he has taught a course on the federal regulation of financial institutions. A Fellow of the American 
College of Bankruptcy, he was a commissioner on ABI’s Commission to Study Reform of Chapter 
11. Mr. Millstein also serves on the Investment Committee of Mill Point Capital, a private-equity 
firm formerly affiliated with Millstein & Co. He received his B.A. in politics from Princeton Uni-
versity in 1978, his M.A. in political science from the University of California at Berkeley in 1979 
and his J.D. from Columbia University School of Law in 1982, where he was a Harlan Fiske Stone 
Scholar.

John D. Penn is the firmwide chair of Perkins Coie LLP’s Bankruptcy & Restructuring Practice in 
New York and Dallas. He is licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas and the Supreme Court, Appel-
late Division of New York in 2010, and has been an active bankruptcy and insolvency practitioner 
for almost 40 years. Mr. Penn is a former ABI president and chairman, and he served as chairman 
and past president of the American Board of Certification. He has been Board Certified in Business 
Bankruptcy Law by both the American Board of Certification and the Texas Board of Legal Spe-
cialization for nearly 30 years. Mr. Penn has written extensively on bankruptcy and reorganization 
topics. His work has been published in the ABI Law Review, the ABI Journal and a number of other 
publications. Mr. Penn received both his B.B.A. and J.D. from Baylor University.

Norman L. Pernick leads the Wilmington, Del., office of Cole Schotz P.C. and co-chairs its Bank-
ruptcy & Corporate Restructuring Department. He has almost 35 years of experience in the bank-
ruptcy and workout arena, focusing on mid- to large-sized chapter 11 public and privately held 
debtor-side representations, as well as creditors’ committees, major creditors, management, boards 
of directors and trustees. Chief Judge Anthony Scirica, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit, 
appointed Mr. Pernick to serve on the 2005 Merit Selection Committee for Bankruptcy Judgeship 
Vacancies in the District of Delaware. The Supreme Court of the State of Delaware also selected 
him to serve as a member of the Delaware Board of Bar Examiners. Mr. Pernick is actively involved 
in numerous professional organizations, including ABI, the American College of Bankruptcy, the 
Delaware State Bar Association Bankruptcy Law Section, the Delaware Bankruptcy Inns of Court 
and the Delaware Pro Se Consumer Bankruptcy Initiative. He also is the author of the Bankruptcy 
Deadline Checklist, now in its fifth edition and published by the American Bar Association’s Busi-
ness Law Section. Mr. Pernick received his B.A. magna cum laude with high honors in 1981 from 
Brandeis University and his J.D. with honors in 1984 from The George Washington University Law 
School.
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Joshua Pichinson is the managing director of agencyIP in Santa Clara, Calif., which represents 
creators and owners of intellectual property (IP) in the areas of sales, licensing and strategy. He also 
is managing director of Sherwood Partners Inc, agencyIP’s sister company, which provides business 
advisory services to the venture capital, private-equity, legal and financial communities. Mr. Pichin-
son oversees clients’ IP sales, marketing, licensing and strategy requirement, and he is responsible 
for the intercompany process improvement and strategy for both firms. He is experienced in the 
monetization of IP in going-concern businesses as well as bankruptcy and restructuring. Mr. Pich-
inson has been with Sherwood Partners for more than 10 years and is actively involved in due dili-
gence associated with licensing and sales of IP, as well as the wind-down efforts of companies with 
significant intellectual property assets. He specializes in maximizing the value of both intangible and 
tangible assets. Mr. Pichinson is an active speaker on the subject of IP and for the past four years has 
been on the world’s leading 300 IP Strategists list and recognized in IAM Strategy 300. He received 
his B.S. in business administration with an entrepreneurial emphasis from Chapman University.

Nu’Rodney T. Prad is director of student engagement of Institutional Diversity, Equity, Advocacy 
and Leadership at Temple University in Philadelphia. He supports the social, cultural and academic 
development of students by providing advocacy and referral services tailored to meet the needs of 
Temple University’s diverse population. Additionally, Mr. Prad works in collaboration with appoint-
ed 10-15 diversity peers on inclusive and social justice programming to coordinate initiatives meant 
to advance cultural awareness on campus, and he engages and invites the broader Temple commu-
nity into the process of encouraging inclusivity. He also works with the Graduate Extern of Gender 
and Sexuality Inclusion, which provides tailored programming for the LGBTQIA+ community, as 
well as with the Safe Zone Ally training. Mr. Prad has more than 10 years of experience in working 
with diversity and Social Justice initiatives and facilitating difficult dialogues. In 2009, he collabo-
rated with a colleague to introduce National Coming Out Week (NCOW) to Temple’s campus. Mr. 
Prad is a member of NASPA and a NASPA Undergraduate Fellows Program Board member, and he 
is a recurring presenter at the National Conference on Race & Ethnicity. He received his Bachelor’s 
degree in political science and his M.S. in college student personnel administration from The Uni-
versity of Central Arkansas.

Adam R. Prescott is a shareholder with Bernstein, Shur, Sawyer & Nelson, P.A. in Portland, Maine, 
and has experience in a broad range of industries, including health care, hospitality, food and bever-
age, manufacturing, retail, technology, transportation and banking. His bankruptcy and restructuring 
practice focuses on representing debtors, lenders, trade creditors, and many other constituents in 
chapter 11 reorganizations, business disputes and litigation, out-of-court restructurings, and numer-
ous other matters. Mr. Prescott’s recent bankruptcy experience includes serving as debtor’s coun-
sel in multiple chapter 11 cases across northern New England and Delaware, including counsel to 
Vermont’s Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC) in a chapter 11 health care case, counsel to 
New Hampshire paper mills that successfully completed a §363 asset sale in the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court for the District of Delaware in December 2020, and counsel to multiple Maine small-business 
chapter 11 debtors, including in the hospitality, transportation and logging industries, that confirmed 
plans of reorganization in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Maine in 2020, including 
representing both debtors in the first cases filed in Maine under the Small Business Reorganization 
Act of 2019 (SBRA). In addition to his bankruptcy and restructuring practice, he has handled numer-
ous litigation matters in state courts, federal district and appellate courts, and bankruptcy courts. Mr. 
Prescott has represented clients in litigation involving a broad array of business, commercial and 



AMERICAN BANKRUPTCY INSTITUTE

2439

antitrust disputes, and has litigated preference claims, relief-from-stay motions, fraudulent-transfer 
lawsuits and claim objections. He also is at the forefront of electronic discovery technology and 
practices and was a founding editor of the firm’s E-Discovery Field Guide, and in spring 2019 he 
was an adjunct professor at the University of Maine Law School, where he taught a course on litiga-
tion and e-discovery practice. In addition, Mr. Prescott has experience advising clients on antitrust 
and competition matters, including from his time practicing at WilmerHale in Washington, D.C., 
before joining Bernstein Shur. His experience includes litigating Sherman Act claims and represent-
ing clients in civil and criminal antitrust investigations brought by the Department of Justice and 
state attorneys general. Mr. Prescott received his B.S. in 2009 with honors in economics from Trinity 
College, and his J.D. summa cum laude in 2012 from William & Mary School of Law, where he was 
admitted to the Order of the Coif and ranked first in his graduating class.

Gerrit Pronske is a partner with Spencer Fane LLP in Plano, Texas, and practices in all areas of 
bankruptcy, business law, commercial litigation and real estate. He has also served as a trained me-
diator specializing in cases involving bankruptcy, insolvency and commercial disputes. Mr. Pron-
ske’s practice focuses on chapter 11 proceedings and bankruptcy mediations. He also has a unique 
understanding of individual cases involving homestead law, which refers to exempting homesteads 
from being sold to settle an outstanding debt or seized for such purposes. As the author of Pronske’s 
Texas Bankruptcy, Annotated, Mr. Pronske shares insights and guidance in the 1,100-page textbook 
used by bankruptcy practitioners throughout Texas, currently in its 21st edition and published by 
Texas Lawyer. He formerly served as editor of Texas Bankruptcy Decisions, a bimonthly case report 
summarizing all bankruptcy decisions of the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals and all bankruptcy and 
federal district courts within the state of Texas. Mr. Pronske previously clerked for Hon. Robert C. 
McGuire, former Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Texas’s Dallas Division 
He received his B.A. magna cum laude in 1980 from Texas Tech University and his J.D. in 1983 
from Texas Tech University School of Law.

Dr. Bruce S. Rabin is a former professor of pathology at the University of Pittsburgh and medi-
cal director of the Division of Clinical Immunopathology and the Healthy Lifestyle Program for 
the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center; he retired in January 2017 after a 45-year career. Dr. 
Rabin discovered early on that stress — a variable in every person’s life — exerts a profound influ-
ence on the human health. From that point forward, his work focused on the effects of stress and the 
pathways of communication between the brain and the body: the mind/body connection. Equally 
important to his research, Dr. Rabin has been instrumental in moving science and research to real-
world applications by developing programs designed to help people identify, learn and adhere to 
behaviors that will maintain their wellness and lower their risk of developing serious and potentially 
life-threatening conditions and diseases. As a result of his work, people of all ages, socioeconomic 
levels, educational backgrounds and lifestyle are learning more about how to more effectively cope 
with the stress in their lives; new approaches to disease have been understood; mind/body connec-
tions are more widely and universally recognized; and innovative approaches to health care manage-
ment have emerged. Dr. Rabin received his M.D. and Ph.D. from the State University of New York 
at Buffalo.

William J. Rochelle, III is ABI’s editor-at-large, based in New York. He joined ABI in 2015 and 
writes every day on developments in consumer and reorganization law. For the prior nine years, 
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Mr. Rochelle was the bankruptcy columnist for Bloomberg News. Before turning to journalism, 
he practiced bankruptcy law for 35 years, including 17 years as a partner in the New York office of 
Fulbright & Jaworski LLP. In addition to writing, Mr. Rochelle travels the country for ABI, speaking 
to bar groups and professional organizations on hot topics in the turnaround community and trends 
in consumer bankruptcies. He earned his undergraduate and law degrees from Columbia University, 
where he was a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar.

Cynthia Romano, CTP is the global director of CohnReznick LLP’s Restructuring & Dispute Reso-
lution practice in New York and has 30 years of experience in performance improvement, turnaround 
management, transaction support and investment analysis. She has worked with middle-market 
companies in a variety of industries, including health care, manufacturing, education, technology, 
security, distribution, professional services and nonprofit. Ms. Romano’s prior credits include alum 
of CR3 Partners, Bain’s Corporate Renewal Group and CRG Partners, as well as CEO of a technol-
ogy company and analyst for an angel investor in charge of the group’s diligence. She is well known 
in the market and the recipient of numerous awards, including the Smart CEO Brava Award, which 
honors top female CEOs, and co-winner of the Turnaround Management Association (TMA) Small 
Company Turnaround of the Year and a finalist for the 2020 Middle Market Transaction of the Year.  
She also has numerous board seats, panels and publications to her credit, including for ABI, TMA, 
HBS, MIT, the Nassau County and Boston Bar Associations, Exit Planning Exchange, Debtwire and 
the ABF Journal. In 2021, her body of work and contributions to industry, community and women’s 
development earned her a place on the ABF Journal’s list of “Top Women in Asset Based Lending” 
and Crain’s New York annual list of “Notable Women in Accounting and Consulting.” Ms. Romano 
received her B.A. in educational policy in 1993 and her M.B.A. in international management from 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology Sloan School of Management in 2002.

René S. Roupinian is a founding partner of Raisner Roupinian LLP in New York, which also has 
offices in California. For nearly two decades, she has devoted her practice to the litigation of federal 
and state Worker Adjustment and Retraining Notification (WARN) Act cases and related employ-
ment claims on behalf of tens of thousands of terminated employees. Her practice is national, with 
most cases initiated as class action adversary proceedings. Her class action clients often hold seats 
on unsecured creditors’ committees. Ms. Roupinian has litigated hundreds of WARN Act cases and 
recovered more than $100 million in settlements and judgments on behalf of employees let go with-
out adequate notice. Her firm’s class actions have been adjudicated by the U.S. Supreme Court and 
Appeals Courts for the Second, Third, Fourth and Fifth Circuits, and none have been decertified. Her 
notable class action bankruptcy cases include Czyzewski v. Jevic Holding Corp., 137 S. Ct. 973, 197 
L. Ed. 2d 398 (2017); Conn v. Dewey & LeBoeuf LLP (In re Dewey & LeBoeuf LLP), 487 B.R. 169 
(Bankr. S.D.N.Y. 2013); In re MF Glob. Inc., 512 B.R. 757 (Bankr. S.D.N.Y. 2014); Etzelsberger v. 
Fisker Automotive Holdings Inc., 13-13087-KG, 2019 WL 8269114 (Bankr. D. Del. Dec. 27, 2019); 
In re Shopko, Case No.19-80064 (Bankr. D. Neb.); In re Transcare Corp., 614 B.R. 187 (Bankr. 
S.D.N.Y. 2020); and Federman v. ITT Educational Services Inc., Case No. 16-50296 (Bankr. S.D. 
Ind.). Ms. Roupinian received her B.A. in 1989 from the University of Michigan and her J.D. in 
1994 from Michigan State University College of Law, where she was a member of the Moot Court 
Executive Board.
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Stacey Wells Salters is an associate with Thompson Coburn LLP in its financial restructuring and 
bankruptcy practice group in Dallas. She brings a diverse range of complex commercial litigation 
experience that spans across various industries, including advertising, cannabis, energy, telecom, 
health care, mortgage banking and insurance. Previously, Ms. Salters clerked for Hon. Jeffrey P. 
Norman of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of Texas and served as briefing at-
torney to Hon. Chief Justice Carolyn Wright (Ret.) of the Texas Fifth District Court of Appeals. She 
received her B.S. with honors from the University of South Florida and her J.D. cum laude from 
the  Thurgood Marshall School of Law, where she was admitted to the Order of Barristers, was a 
Henry Doyle Moot Court Competition champion and participated in the Duberstein Bankruptcy 
Moot Court Competition.

Hon. Gregory R. Schaaf is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Kentucky in 
Lexington, initially appointed on Oct. 1, 2012, and named Chief Judge on Oct. 1, 2019. Prior to his 
appointment, he practiced in the areas of commercial reorganizations, including bankruptcies and 
workouts, and commercial transactions, including energy-related matters. He represented debtors, 
creditors’ committees, trustees and individual creditors. Judge Schaaf is a CPA and worked as a so-
licitor in London from 1997-99, handling corporate matters and real estate transactions for English, 
Russian and American clients. He is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and is Board 
Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law and Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of 
Certification. Judge Schaaf received his B.B. in accounting and his B.S. in law enforcement ad-
ministration from Western Illinois University in 1984 with high honors, and his J.D. in 1991 from 
the University of Kentucky College of Law, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif and 
participated in its national moot court team and on its moot court board, as well as on the school’s 
Journal of Mineral Law and Policy.

Hon. Brendan L. Shannon is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Dis-
trict of Delaware in Wilmington, appointed in 2006. He manages a full chapter 11 docket and also 
handles all chapter 13 consumer bankruptcy cases filed in Delaware. He served as Chief Judge from 
2014-18. Prior to his appointment to the bench, Judge Shannon was a partner with Young Conaway 
Stargatt & Taylor, LLP in Wilmington, Del., where he primarily represented corporate debtors and 
official committees in chapter 11 cases. He is an adjunct professor in the Bankruptcy LL.M. Program 
at St. John’s University School of Law in New York, and at Widener School of Law in Delaware. He 
also serves on the board of editors of Collier on Bankruptcy (16th ed.) and is a contributing author 
for Collier Forms and for several chapters covering the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure. 
In addition, he serves on the editorial board of the American Bankruptcy Institute Law Review. In 
2011, Judge Shannon was appointed to serve as a member of the National Bankruptcy Conference. 
In 2020, he was inducted as a member of the American College of Bankruptcy. Judge Shannon is a 
member of the Delaware State Bar Association, the American Bar Association, ABI and the Rodney 
Inns of Court in Wilmington, Del. He is also a member of the board of directors of the Delaware 
Council on Economic Education. Judge Shannon received his undergraduate degree from Princeton 
University and his J.D. from the Marshall-Wythe School of Law at the College of William and Mary.

Brian L. Shaw is a member of Cozen O’Connor in Chicago, where he focuses his practice on fi-
nancial restructuring, bankruptcy, and other in- and out-of-court distressed solutions, along with 
attendant litigation, representing debtors, creditors and other parties-in-interest in proceedings 
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throughout the country. Over the past three decades, he has guided chapter 11 debtors, chapter 7 
and 11 trustees, creditors’ and noteholders’ committees, assignees, landlords, liquidating trustees, 
labor organizations, preference and fraudulent conveyance defendants, receivers, and secured and 
unsecured creditors through all aspects of bankruptcy, insolvency and restructuring. A Fellow at 
the American College of Bankruptcy, Mr. Shaw has served as ABI’s president, chairman and vice 
president of membership, and previously chaired the Chicago Bar Association’s Bankruptcy and 
Reorganization Section. He has received accolades from Chambers USA, Super Lawyers (Top 100 
in Illinois for 2020), The Best Lawyers in America, Lawdragon (Top 500 Bankruptcy Lawyers) and 
Marquis Who’s Who in America, and he is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell. Mr. Shaw chaired ABI’s 
inaugural Professional Development Program and regularly serves on the faculty of ABI’s Litiga-
tion Skills Symposium. He is admitted to practice in the State of Illinois, as well as the U.S. District 
Courts for the Northern District of Illinois, Central District of Illinois, Eastern District of Wisconsin, 
Western District of Michigan and Northern District of Indiana, the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the 
Third, Seventh and Eighth Circuits, and the U.S. Supreme Court. He is also admitted to the Federal 
Trial Bar for the Northern District of Illinois. Mr. Shaw received his B.A. from Tufts University and 
his J.D. magna cum laude from the University of Illinois College of Law.

Cassandra A. Shoemaker is counsel with McGuireWoods in Dallas, where she represents creditors, 
debtors and equityholders in complex corporate reorganizations and bankruptcy litigation in the U.S. 
and abroad. She has represented creditors in objecting to the adequacy of disclosure statements and 
confirmation of chapter 11 plans of reorganization and parties involved in preference and fraudulent 
transfer avoidance actions. In addition, she has experience advising on a range of bankruptcy and 
other insolvency-related issues, including lender-liability litigation and the implications of seeking 
bankruptcy relief. Ms. Shoemaker’s engagements have ranged across a wide array of industries, in-
cluding energy, real estate, telecommunications and health care. She is admitted to practice before all 
Texas district courts, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit and the U.S. Supreme Court. Ms. 
Shoemaker is a member of the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation, 
Dallas Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Section, State Bar of Texas’s Bankruptcy Section, Turnaround 
Management Association, National Association of Women Lawyers, Dallas Association of Young 
Lawyers and the Private Directors Association, and she was a certified mediator from 2007-09. She 
received her B.B.A. cum laude from Texas A&M University in 2006 and her J.D. summa cum laude 
from South Texas College of Law in 2009, where she received the Dean’s Scholar and Dean’s Merit 
Award, and was a member of the South Texas Law Review.

Prof. David A. Skeel, Jr. is S. Samuel Arsht Professor of Corporate Law at the University of Penn-
sylvania Law School in Philadelphia. He is the author of True Paradox: How Christianity Makes 
Sense of Our Complex World (InterVarsity 2014), The New Financial Deal: Understanding the 
Dodd-Frank Act and Its (Unintended) Consequences (Wiley 2011), Icarus in the Boardroom (Ox-
ford 2005), Debt’s Dominion: A History of Bankruptcy Law in America (Princeto, 2001), and nu-
merous articles on bankruptcy, corporate law, financial regulation, Christianity and law, and other 
topics. Prof. Skeel has also written commentaries for the New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Books 
& Culture, The Weekly Standard and other publications. He has received the Harvey Levin award 
three times for outstanding teaching as selected by a vote of the graduating class, the Robert A. Gor-
man award for excellence in upper-level course teaching, and the University’s Lindback Award for 
distinguished teaching. Prof. Skeel received his B.A. in 1983 from the University of North Carolina 
and his J.D. in 1987 from the University of Virginia.
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Stephen A. Spitzer is a director with AlixPartners LLP in New York and has more than 18 years 
of management and consulting experience, navigating both debtors and creditors through restruc-
turings. He focuses on cross-border restructuring, contingency planning and crisis management, 
liquidity management, business planning and operational-cost reduction. Mr. Spitzer’s operational 
experience includes acting as the senior financial executive for a division of a multibillion-dollar di-
rect marketing and media company, interim treasurer for a publicly traded manufacturing company, 
and CFO for a private-equity-backed magazine publishing company. He is also experienced in estab-
lishing financial control policies and procedures, developing long-range business plans, designing 
management reporting tools and creating liquidity forecasts. Mr. Spitzer has spent the last 10 years 
as a consultant providing restructuring leadership and investment banking services for companies in 
the media, direct marketing, entertainment, manufacturing and telecommunications industries.

Jeffrey L. Tarkenton is a partner in the Washington, D.C., office of Womble Bond Dickinson and 
has more than 35 years of experience in bankruptcy cases. He has represented creditors, landlords, 
trustees and those with equity interests in commercial bankruptcy cases, fraudulent-conveyance liti-
gation and preference lawsuits. Mr. Tarkenton is a frequent writer and speaker, and he is a member 
of ABI’s Views from the Bench advisory board, a former chair of the Subcommittee on Partnership 
and Limited Liability Entities in Bankruptcy of the American Bar Association’s Business Section, 
former chair of the Board of Governors of the Virginia State Bar’s Bankruptcy Section, former 
executive committee member of the Walter Chandler American Inn of Court, and a member of the 
Bankruptcy Task Force of the D.C. Circuit Judicial Conference on Pro Bono Legal Services. He has 
been recognized in The Best Lawyers in America in the fields of Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor 
Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law and Litigation since 2007, been honored for Bankruptcy 
and Creditor/Debtor Rights in Washington, D.C. Super Lawyers since 2009, and received the Best 
Lawyers™ Bankruptcy Litigation “Lawyer of the Year” award in Washington, D.C., in 2014. Mr. 
Tarkenton received his B.A. in 1978 with highest honors, and her J.D. in 1981, from the College of 
William and Mary.

Jonathan Trimble is the founder of Bawn LLC in Austin, Texas, and a senior security executive 
with more than 25 years of experience in information security and technology. His specialties in-
clude cybersecurity, intelligence, security operations, information technology and IT security con-
trols. Prior to starting Bawn, Mr. Trimble was a special agent with the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion. He led several complex criminal and counterintelligence investigations, which included the 
dismantling of international organizations involved in cybercrime and financial institution fraud. In 
doing so, he developed a skill for penetrating multiple levels of stolen identities to identify hard-to-
find subjects and their locations. Mr. Trimble eventually rose to become a senior executive at the 
FBI and managed large-scale technical projects, identified best practices and developed organiza-
tional initiatives for “leap ahead” gains for the agency. After completing his career with the FBI, he 
served as an executive at a rapid-growth cybersecurity firm. Mr. Trimble has chaired the Virginia 
Area Maritime Security Council Cyber Subcommittee, which raises awareness of maritime-related 
cybersecurity issues with government, private industry and industry association members. He most 
recently served as the government vice-chair on ACT-IAC’s Cyber Community of Interest, which 
provides industry and federal government members opportunities to identify and provide solutions 
to critical cybersecurity challenges. Mr. Trimble is a graduate of the U.S. Coast Guard Academy, 
where he received his B.S. in naval architecture and marine engineering. He subsequently earned 
his M.S. in strategic intelligence from the National Intelligence University and his M.S. in systems 
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architecture and engineering from the University of Southern California. In 2018, he completed the 
Chief Information Security Officer program at Carnegie Mellon University.

Natasha Tsiouris is a partner with Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP in New York in its Corporate De-
partment, practicing in its Restructuring Group. She regularly represents creditors, debtors, lenders, 
hedge funds, banks and other strategic parties in a wide range of corporate restructurings, including 
in connection with prepackaged and traditional bankruptcies, debtor-in-possession and exit-financing 
transactions, asset sales and cross-border insolvencies, as well as out-of-court workouts and other risk-
management transactions. She also has substantial experience advising on investments in distressed 
businesses and credit risks involved in cross-border derivatives and other complex financial transac-
tions. Ms. Tsiouris was named an “Outstanding Young Restructuring Lawyer” in 2021 by Turnarounds 
& Workouts, and she is a 2020 honoree of ABI’s “40 Under 40.” She has worked with significant credi-
tor groups in connection with the companies’ out-of-court restructuring and chapter 11 cases, including 
Fieldwood Energy, FirstEnergy Solutions, Midstates Petroleum and Ascent Resources - Marcellus. She 
has also worked with Volkswagen in the worldwide restructuring of Takata, Citibank as agent in con-
nection with a $725 million debtor-in-possession financing for Avaya Inc. and certain of its affiliates, 
and Patriot Coal Corp. and its affiliates in connection with their chapter 11 cases, among others. Ms. 
Tsiouris was previously with Credit Suisse. She received her B.A. in economics cum laude in 2005 
from Columbia College and her J.D. from Columbia Law School in 2010, where she was a Harlan 
Fiske Stone Scholar, articles editor for the Columbia Business Law Review and notes editor for the 
Columbia Journal of Tax Law.

Elizabeth B. Vandesteeg, CIPP is a partner in the Financial Services & Restructuring Group at 
Levenfeld Pearlstein, LLC in Chicago, where she focuses on identifying risk exposure and mitigat-
ing liability for clients, with a concentration in the areas of bankruptcy, creditors’ rights, commer-
cial litigation, and data security and privacy. She represents secured creditors, debtors, unsecured 
creditors, creditors’ committees, landlords and shareholders in bankruptcy courts throughout U.S., 
as well as clients in civil litigation in federal and state courts. Her passion is helping clients iden-
tify and resolve potential problems related to creditors’ rights, troubled businesses, bankruptcy and 
workouts, and business disputes. Ms. Vandesteeg is a Certified Information Privacy Professional for 
the U.S. Private Sector by the International Association of Privacy Professionals, and she advises 
clients on cybersecurity and privacy compliance and regulatory issues. She also guides clients in 
developing and implementing information security programs that are reasonable and appropriate for 
their specific business needs and risks, as well as advising them in responding to data breaches, and 
was instrumental in launching the ABI Journal’s Cyber U column. Previously, Ms. Vandesteeg was 
with Sugar Felsenthal Grais & Helsinger LLP, where she was a partner and member of the firm’s 
Executive Committee. She also is a member of ABI’s 2017 inaugural class of “40 Under 40.” Ms. 
Vandesteeg received her B.A. from Columbia University and her J.D. from Boston College.

Eric E. Walker is a bankruptcy partner in the Chicago office of Perkins Coie LLP, where he focuses 
his practice on all aspects of commercial litigation, financial restructuring and bankruptcy, including 
experience representing debtors, creditors, asset-purchasers, examiners and trustees in bankruptcy 
proceedings throughout the country. He has particular experience in the highly regulated health care 
industry, with experience in restructuring hospital systems, senior living facilities, continuing care 
retirement communities (CCRCs), skilled nursing facilities (SNFs), behavioral health centers and di-
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agnostic medical laboratories. Mr. Walker has been recognized as a leading bankruptcy practitioner 
by Chambers USA, Lawdragon and the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges. He represented 
the petitioners before the U.S. Supreme Court in RadLAX Gateway Hotel LLC, et al. v. Amalgamated 
Bank (Case No. 11-166), a landmark chapter 11 bankruptcy case involving secured creditor cram-
down. He also was named in ABI’s inaugural class of “40 Under 40” in 2017. Mr. Walker currently 
serves on ABI’s Board of Directors and on the advisory board of ABI’s Central States Bankruptcy 
Workshop. He received his B.S.B.A. in finance in 2000 from Miami University and his J.D. in 2006 
from the University of Connecticut School of Law.

Hon. Mary F. Walrath is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Delaware in Wilmington, 
appointed in 1998. She served as Chief Bankruptcy Judge from 2003-08. Judge Walrath previously 
clerked for Hon. Emil F. Goldhaber, Chief Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Pennsylva-
nia, and was an attorney at Clark Ladner Fortenbaugh & Young in Philadelphia, concentrating in 
the areas of debtor/creditor rights and commercial litigation. In addition to speaking at numerous 
bankruptcy educational programs and panels throughout the country, Judge Walrath is a founding 
member and co-president of the Delaware Bankruptcy American Inn of Court, a member of the Del-
aware Chapter of the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC), 
a member of ABI and a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy. She is also an editor of the 
Rutter Group Bankruptcy Practice Guide. Judge Walrath is active in the National Conference of 
Bankruptcy Judges (NCBJ), having served on its Board of Governors from 2007-12, as secretary 
from 2013-14, as chair of its Education Committee from 2014-15 and as president from 2016-17. 
Judge Walrath served as an associate editor and then business manager of the American Bankruptcy 
Law Journal from 2009-15. She also testified before the House Judiciary Committee on H.R. 1667, 
the Financial Institution Bankruptcy Act of 2017. Judge Walrath received her A.B. in history from 
Princeton University and earned her J.D. cum laude from Villanova University, where she was a 
member of the Villanova Law Review and was awarded the Order of the Coif.

Hon. Madeleine C. Wanslee is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Arizona in Phoenix, 
sworn in on March 17, 2014. Previously, she was an associate and then partner at Gust Rosenfeld, 
PLC, where she was active in the firm’s management committee and co-chaired the firm’s Bank-
ruptcy Practice Group. Her practice focused on bankruptcy and creditors’ rights, and she represented 
small businesses, financial institutions, corporations and state agencies. While in private practice, 
Judge Wanslee was a certified bankruptcy specialist. She also argued a number of appeals, including 
United Student Aid Funds Inc. v. Espinosa before the U.S. Supreme Court. Judge Wanslee sits on the 
Ninth Circuit Conference Executive Committee, is program chair for the 2023 Ninth Circuit Judicial 
Conference, and is a former chair of the Ninth Circuit Bankruptcy Judges Education Committee. She 
helped to charter and is past president of the Arizona Bankruptcy American Inn of Court. She previ-
ously served on the ABC’s Standards Committee and on the Arizona State Bar’s Bankruptcy Advi-
sory Committee, and chaired the Arizona State Bar’s Bankruptcy Section. Judge Wanslee received 
her B.F.A. and B.A. from the University of Arizona and her J.D. from Gonzaga University School of 
Law, where she served as a writer and executive editor of the Gonzaga Law Review. Following law 
school, she clerked for Chief Bankruptcy Judge Robert C. Jones of the District of Nevada.

Christopher A. Ward chairs Polsinelli PC’s Bankruptcy & Financial Restructuring Practice and 
is the managing shareholder of the firm’s Wilmington, Del., office. He is ABI’s Vice President-
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Development and serves on Polsinelli’s board of directors. Mr. Ward focuses his practice on corpo-
rate bankruptcy, financial restructuring, bankruptcy litigation and distressed-asset sales, as well as 
nobankruptcy alternatives. He has been recognized for excellence in Delaware Bankruptcy/Restruc-
turing by Chambers USA since 2010, recognized by SuperLawyers in Delaware for Bankruptcy & 
Creditor Rights in 2012 and since 2014, and recognized in The Best Lawyers in America for Bank-
ruptcy/Restructuring in Delaware since 2015. He is also an editor and contributor to the app version 
of Polsinelli’s The Devil’s Dictionary of Bankruptcy Terms, which has its own dedicated website 
and is available for free on iTunes. Mr. Ward co-authored ABI’s A Business Creditors’ Guide to Dis-
tressed Vendors, Debt Collection and Bankruptcy and was editor and co-author of ABI’s The Chief 
Restructuring Officer’s Guide to Bankruptcy, and he is routinely quoted in the Wall Street Journal, 
Law360 and The Deal on restructuring issues. He received his B.A. from Moravian College in 1995 
and his J.D. cum laude from Widener University School of Law in 1999.

Jolene E. Wee, CIRA is the owner, managing director and founder of JW Infinity Consulting, 
LLC in New York, a financial advisory firm specialized in providing transaction advisory, interim 
management, litigation consulting, and forensic accounting services to distressed companies and its 
stakeholders. Using her mathematics and computer science background, she deploys large-scale data 
analytics to derive forward-looking business insights based on her professional training in account-
ing, finance and economics. Ms. Wee has served as an advisor to investors, fiduciaries, creditor com-
mittees, debtors, legal counsel, distressed companies, high-net-worth individuals, and public agen-
cies on restructuring, bankruptcy, litigation, forensic, financing, merger and buyout matters. She has 
also performed fraudulent-transfer analyses and business valuations on bankruptcy litigation mat-
ters. Her case experience includes companies in the banking, e-commerce, financial services, health 
care, insurance, manufacturing, professional services, real estate and retail industries with revenues 
of up to $15B. Fluent in several Chinese and Southeast Asian languages, Ms. Wee was selected as a 
member of ABI’s 2020 “40 Under 40” class. In 2018, she was named Valuation Adviser of the Year 
by Finance Monthly Global Awards. Ms. Wee is a subchapter V trustee in Region 2, covering the 
Eastern and Southern Districts of New York, and Region 4, covering Maryland, the District of Co-
lumbia and the Eastern District of Virginia. She received her bachelor’s degrees in mathematics and 
business administration with a focus on finance from Berea College, and her M.B.A. from Miami 
University of Ohio.

Nancy J. Whaley is an attorney serving as a chapter 12 and 13 trustee for the Northern District of 
Georgia in Atlanta. She is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and serves on ABI’s 
Board of Directors. She also is a past chair of ABI’s Southeast Bankruptcy Workshop. Ms. Whaley 
is a member of the Northern District of Georgia Bankruptcy Court’s Bench and Bar Committee 
and served on the Executive Committee and co-chaired the Community Service Committee for the 
W. Homer Drake, Jr. Georgia Bankruptcy American Inn of Court. She is a past chair of the Atlanta 
Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Section and the Bankruptcy Section of the State Bar of Georgia. Ms. 
Whaley served as president of the Georgia Association for Women Lawyers and of the GAWL Foun-
dation. She has served on the State Bar of Georgia’s Executive Committee, is a member of its board 
of governors and currently chairs its Investment Committee. Ms. Whaley is on the board of direc-
tors for the Association of Chapter 12 Trustees, and she is a member of the National Association of 
Chapter 13 Trustees and is their representative to the Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy Rules. She 
also serves as Treasurer for NACTT Foundation. Ms. Whaley retired from the Air Force Reserve as a 
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Lieutenant Colonel. She received her B.A. cum laude from Eureka College, where she was a Ronald 
Reagan Scholar, and her J.D. from Emory Law School.

Rory D. Whelehan is the owner of Whelehan Law Firm, LLC in Greenville, S.C. He previously was 
a partner with Womble Bond Dickinson (US) LLP and for more than 30 years has represented varied 
constituents in bankruptcy and insolvency matters. He concentrates his practice primarily on chap-
ter 11 cases and assorted bankruptcy litigation matters, as well as out-of-court workouts and debt 
restructurings, including contested and uncontested foreclosures in North Carolina and South Caro-
lina. Mr. Whelehan has represented all major players in chapter 11 cases, including secured credi-
tors, debtors, creditors’ committees, trade creditors and equity securityholders. His chapter 11 expe-
rience has involved numerous financially distressed industries, including aviation, textiles, asbestos, 
big-box retail and petroleum/convenience stores. In addition to his litigation work, he has provided 
advice and assistance in workouts and debt-restructurings for various financial institutions. He has 
also provided bankruptcy legal opinions in connection with various sophisticated financial transac-
tions, including nonconsolidation, fraudulent transfer and automatic stay opinions. His practice also 
includes commercial debt collection and ancillary remedies such as attachments, garnishments and 
the appointment of receivers. Mr. Whelehan is active in state and national bankruptcy organizations 
and is a certified bankruptcy specialist in both North Carolina and South Carolina. He received his 
B.A. and B.S. in 1986 magna cum laude with honors and Phi Beta Kappa from the University of 
South Carolina, and his J.D. in 1989 from the University of South Carolina School of Law.

Clifford J. White, III is a former director of the Executive Office for U.S. Trustees in Washington, 
D.C., and led the U.S. Trustee Program (USTP) for 14 years. In May 2005, he was named acting 
director, then was appointed director in 2006. During his nearly 40 years of public service, Mr. 
White has served as deputy director of the USTP, as an Assistant U.S. Trustee, and in other positions. 
Among his accomplishments as director, the USTP implemented major provisions of the Bankruptcy 
Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act of 2005, launched an enforcement campaign both 
to ensure compliance by debtors and to protect debtors against creditors and mortgage servicers 
that violate bankruptcy law, promulgated new attorney fee guidelines to eliminate premium billing 
and promote market-based billing practices, and designed strategies to ensure greater accountabil-
ity by management of corporations seeking to reorganize under chapter 11. The USTP is currently 
engaged in a coordinated effort to ensure that consumer bankruptcy professionals comply with their 
obligations under the Bankruptcy Code and Rules. Mr. White is a frequent speaker at bankruptcy 
conferences and legal education programs across the country, and regularly contributes articles to 
national professional publications. He is an ex officio member of the ABI Commission on Consumer 
Bankruptcy and received two Presidential Rank Awards throughout his career: one from President 
Bush and one from President Obama. Mr. White is an honors graduate of the George Washington 
University and of the George Washington University Law School.

Deborah D. Williamson is a member of Dykema Cox Smith in San Antonio and has practiced in-
solvency and restructuring law for over 30 years. She is regularly called on by clients in a variety of 
industries for her bankruptcy experience and advice regarding counterparty risk. She also served as 
one of the 19 members of ABI’s Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11. In 2011, Ms. Wil-
liamson received ABI’s Lifetime Achievement Award. She travels frequently around Texas, the U.S. 
and the world to address colleagues and clients regarding bankruptcy issues, and has been involved 
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in representing parties in oil and gas restructurings and bankruptcies for more than 30 years. Ms. Wil-
liamson authored When Gushers Go Dry: The Essentials of Oil and Gas Bankruptcy, Second Edition 
(ABI 2016) and Bankruptcy Litigation Manual: What Civil Litigators Need to Know (ABI 2007), 
and she was ABI’s first female President. She is recognized as a leader in her field by Chambers USA 
and has been selected by Texas Super Lawyers as one of the “Top 100 Lawyers,” one of the “Top 50 
Women Lawyers in Texas” and one of the “Top 50 Lawyers in Central Texas” since the honor’s in-
ception. Named one of The Best Lawyers in America for over two decades, she was recently included 
for a second time in Texas Lawyer’s Go-To Guide (published every five years) as one of the top five 
bankruptcy attorneys in the state of Texas. Ms. Williamson co-chaired the Bankruptcy and Insol-
vency Litigation Committee of the Litigation Section of the American Bar Association. Previously, 
she served as managing director of Cox Smith prior to its merger with Dykema, and was responsible 
for the firm’s business and client service strategies. She is currently a member of Dykema’s execu-
tive board. Ms. Williamson is admitted to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court, the U.S. Courts 
of Appeals for the Fifth and Second Circuits, and the U.S. District Courts for the Northern, Southern, 
Western and Eastern Districts of Texas. She is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by both 
the Texas Board of Legal Specialization and the American Board of Certification. Ms. Williamson 
received her B.A. in political science with honors from the University of Texas at El Paso in 1977 
and her J.D. cum laude from the University of Houston Law Center in 1981.

Maja Zerjal Fink is a partner with Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer LLP in New York, where rep-
resents clients in distressed situations, corporate reorganizations, distressed-investment litigation, 
and insolvency proceedings in the U.S. and across the globe. Recognized by ABI in its “40 Under 
40” Class of 2020, Law360 (2020), Super Lawyers (2020) and The Legal 500 (2019) as a “Rising 
Star,” she has been involved in some of the largest reorganization cases in the U.S., including the 
restructuring of Puerto Rico’s outstanding debt load of more than $74 billion. Ms. Zerjal Fink has 
represented clients in a number of high-profile restructurings, including Hertz, Cineworld, Caesars 
Entertainment Operating Corp., MF Global Holdings, Seadrill Partners, Penn Virginia Corp., Ro-
tech Healthcare, SIGA Technologies, Breitburn Energy Partners, Trident Microsystems and Phoenix 
Brands. She also represented B. Endeavour Shipping Co. in its chapter 15 case and has advised 
clients in several cross-border matters. Her experience includes representations of private-equity 
sponsors, debtors, foreign debtors and representatives, statutory and ad hoc committees, lenders, 
bondholders, trade creditors, landlords and equityholders in bankruptcy proceedings and in-court 
and out-of-court restructurings. Ms. Zerjal Fink writes extensively on restructuring topics, includ-
ing in Bloomberg Law and Debtwire. She is also a member of the editorial board of International 
Corporate Rescue, a corporate restructuring and insolvency journal, in which more than 30 of her 
articles have been published. Ms. Zerjal Fink maintains an active pro bono practice and has been 
awarded a Pro Bono Star award by Human Rights First for her work in asylum cases. She is also an 
active member of the Harvard Law School Association and serves on its Executive Committee and 
the Board of the New York City chapter. Ms. Zerjal Fink received her B.A. from the University of 
Ljubljana in Slovenia, where she was first in class, and her LL.M. from Harvard Law School, where 
she was Dean’s Scholar in Corporate Reorganization and senior editor of the Harvard Business Law 
Review.

Leslie S. Zmugg is general counsel, chief compliance officer and corporate secretary at Gordon 
Brothers in Boston. She is responsible for leading the firm’s worldwide legal function and oversees 
all corporate compliance activities. Ms. Zmugg has more than 20 years of experience leading global 
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corporate legal strategy and operations. Prior to joining Gordon Brothers, she worked in various le-
gal roles for Caterpillar Inc., most recently as general counsel and secretary for Caterpillar Financial, 
its captive financing arm. In this role, she managed the company’s global legal function with more 
than 70 legal professionals worldwide. Ms. Zmugg began her career in New York, where she focused 
on asset-based finance, bankruptcy and corporate restructuring. She is an active member of the plan-
ning committee for Tina’s Wish and a cross-border mentor in the Black Lawyers Matter program 
with the Stephen James Partnership. Ms. Zmugg received her B.A. in philosophy from Binghamton 
University and her J.D. from Fordham University School of Law.


