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Derek C. Abbott is a partner with Morris, Nichols, Arsht & Tunnell LLP in Wilmington, Del., and
a member of its Business Reorganization & Restructuring Group. He also chairs the firm’s pro bono
committee and sits on the Firm’s recruiting committee Mr. Abbott has represented Fortune 1000,
local, international and other organizations as lead or Delaware counsel in bankruptcy proceedings
and litigation on behalf of debtors, creditors, official and ad hoc committees and transactional case
constituents. He regularly works with debtors in possession and exit-financing lenders, as well as out-
side and inside counsel, turnaround professionals, crisis-management firms, and investment and non-
investment bank professionals. His recent client representations include AT&T Inc., General Motors
Corp., Quality Care Properties, Philips International, Viacom Inc., TD Bank and Nortel Networks.
Mr. Abbott has been recognized by Chambers USA, The Best Lawyers in America, Law & Politics
magazine and Delaware Super Lawyers. In 2011, he received the Caleb R. Layton III Service Award,
presented by the judges of the U.S. District and Bankruptcy Courts for the District of Delaware Mr.
Abbott is a member of the American and Delaware State Bar Associations, Turnaround Manage-
ment Association and ABI, and is a frequent speaker. He also serves as legal counsel for a variety of
indigent clients through Delaware Volunteer Legal Services. Mr. Abbott received his B.S. in human
factors psychology in 1987 from the U.S. Military Academy and his J.D. with honors from the Uni-
versity of North Carolina School of Law in 1995, where he was an editor of the North Carolina Law
Review.

Krystal M. Ahart is a partner at Kahn & Ahart, PLLC, dba Bankruptcy Legal Center™, in Phoenix
and has helped numerous individuals and businesses through the bankruptcy process in chapters 7, 11
and 13 since becoming licensed in 2012. She has helped many chapter 13 debtors save their homes
(through the Mortgage Modification Mediation Program and otherwise) and enjoys helping clients
through the chapter 11 process. Although her practice is mostly debtor-focused, Ms. Ahart also rep-
resents landlords in bankruptcy cases. She was the fourth female to become certified as a Bankruptcy
Specialist by the State Bar of Arizona and was selected for the 2020 class of ABI’s “40 Under 40”
program and in Super Lawyers’ 2021 Southwest Rising Stars list. Ms. Ahart works closely with the
Volunteer Lawyers Program (VLP) on the Friend of the Court Reaffirmation program at the bank-
ruptcy court, where she teaches law students various skills, including effective client communication,
interviewing, courtroom decorum and presentation; the law students then represent pro se debtors
at their reaffirmation hearings. She is a past-president of the Young Lawyers Division Board of the
Maricopa County Bar Association and currently serves as chair of VLP’s Advisory Committee and
as co-executive director of the Arizona Consumer Bankruptcy Counsel. In 2014, she was the first
recipient of the Hon. Sarah Sharer Curley Self-Help Center Volunteer Award in recognition of her
commitment to the success of the bankruptcy court’s Self-Help Center. Ms. Ahart received her B.S.A.
in business administration, management and operations from DeVry University Phoenix in 2004 and
her J.D. in 2011 from Arizona Summit School of Law.

Scott L. Alberino is a partner with Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP in Washington, D.C.,
where he focuses on corporate restructuring matters and distressed transactions. He guides
companies and creditors through evaluating, structuring and implementing in-court and of out-of-
court restructuring strategies, and his experience spans a variety of industries and jurisdictions and
includes cross-border reorganizations. Mr. Alberino represents debtors, official creditor committees,
informal creditor groups, equityholders and other stakeholders in all aspects of corporate liability
management, restructuring, bankruptcy and insolvency proceedings. He regularly advises boards of
directors of public and private companies on issues facing financially distressed companies, including

1184



AMERICAN BANKRUPTCY INSTITUTE

fiduciary duties, corporate governance and executive compensation. He also regularly represents
private-equity funds, hedge funds and other financial institutions that are acquiring control positions
in financially distressed companies and in structuring debtor-in-possession (DIP) and exit financing.
Mr. Alberino has represented public and private distressed companies, informal creditor groups,
official creditor committees, providers of DIP and exit financing, acquirers of distressed assets and
significant stakeholders. He is a member of ABI and the Turnaround Management Association. Mr.
Alberino received his B.A. in 1997 and his J.D. in 2000 from Emory University School of Law.

Vanessa Allen, CIRP, LIT is a senior vice president with MNP Ltd.’s Corporate Recovery group
in Calgary, Alta. She leads both formal and informal insolvency and turnaround engagements for
troubled companies in a wide range of industries, including oil and gas, retail/wholesale, manufactur-
ing, mining, real estate, hospitality and gaming, as well as nonprofit organizations. Having worked in
restructuring since 2002, Ms. Allen acts in a variety of corporate insolvency engagements, including
bankruptcies, proposals, private and court-appointed receiverships, proceedings under the Compa-
nies’ Creditors Arrangement Act and chapter 15 proceedings. She also handles business review and
monitoring engagements for companies experiencing poor financial or operational results. Ms. Allen
is a frequent speaker and has made presentations to such professional organizations as the Canadian
Bar Association, Turnaround Management Association, Canadian Association of Insolvency and Re-
structuring Professionals and Risk Management Association. She received he Bachelor of Commerce
(BComm) with Great Distinction from the University of Saskatchewan in 2001.

John W. Ames is a senior partner with Dentons in Louisville, Ky., and works exclusively in the busi-
ness reorganization process, both in chapter 11s and state law workouts. He represents debtors, as
well as creditors, both secured and unsecured. He also has served as a chapter 7 trustee for 24 years
and a chapter 12 trustee for 12 years, and has been appointed as creditors’ committee counsel. Mr.
Ames focuses on restructuring, insolvency and bankruptcy, international trade, commercial litigation
and unfair competition. He is a member of the Kentucky and Louisville Bar Associations and ABI, for
which he served as a former president. He also is a former captain in the Marine Corps and served in
Vietnam. Mr. Ames is a frequent presenter at conferences and co-chair ABI’s Veterans and Service-
members Task Force. He was in the first class certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American
Board of Certification, and served a term as its president. Mr. Ames has been recognized in Louisville
Magazine’s “Top Lawyers” list in the area of Bankruptcy Law since 2016, recognized in Kentucky
Super Lawyers from 2007-20, received ABI’s Leadership Award in 2015, and has been selected as
one of the “Top 50 Attorneys in Kentucky” in Kentucky Super Lawyers annually since 2009. He re-
ceived his B.A. magna cum laude in international affairs from the University of Louisville in 1967
and his J.D. magna cum laude in 1973 from the University of Louisville Brandeis School of Law.

Hon. Kevin R. Anderson is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Utah in Salt Lake City, ap-
pointed on Sept. 4, 2015. Previously, he served for 17 years as the standing chapter 13 trustee for
the District of Utah, administering more than 70,000 chapter 13 cases. Judge Anderson served as
president of the National Association of Chapter 13 Trustees (NACTT), and he also served on several
national committees regarding chapter 13 legislation, rules, forms and policy. He has frequently writ-
ten and presented on chapter 13 issues, including for the Norton Bankruptcy Law Advisor, the ABI
Journal, the NACTT Quarterly and the NACTT Academy for Consumer Bankruptcy Education. He is
also a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy. Prior to his appointment as chapter 13 trustee,
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Judge Anderson practiced for 13 years as a commercial litigator with an emphasis on civil fraud, real
property, and representing chapter 11 and 7 trustees. He also clerked for Hon. David N. Naugle, U.S.
Bankruptcy Judge for the Central District of California. Prior to law school, Judge Anderson worked
for two years as a data systems specialist testing military and commercial jet engines for General
Electric. He received his J.D. cum laude from the J. Ruben Clark Law School at Brigham Young
University.

Ricardo A. Anzaldua is executive vice president, general counsel and corporate secretary at Freddie
Mac in McLean, Va., where he advises on strategy, finance, governance, compliance, process con-
trols and external and internal communications. He has more than 20 years of experience advising on
legal, financial and transactional matters, corporate governance, investor relations, external and in-
ternal communications, and dispute resolution, with special expertise in insurance and banking. Prior
to joining Freddie Mac, Mr. Anzaldua was executive vice president and general counsel of MetLife,
Inc., from 2012-17. From 2007-12, he held senior positions in the legal department of the Hartford
Financial Services Group. He began his legal career at the law firm of Cleary, Gottlieb, Steen &
Hamilton LLP, where he became a partner in 1999. Mr. Anzaldua received a bachelor’s degree from
Brown University in 1979 and his J.D. from Harvard Law School in 1990.

Hon. Janet S. Baer is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois in Chicago, ap-
pointed on March 5, 2012. She also acts on a regular basis as the presiding judge in the Northern
District of Illinois for naturalization ceremonies. Previously, Judge Baer was a restructuring lawyer
for more than 25 years and was involved in some of the most significant chapter 11 bankruptcy cases
in the country. The majority of her practice focused on the representation of large, publicly held debt-
ors in both restructuring and chapter 11 matters, and she also represented companies in commercial
litigation matters, including lender liability, fraud, breach of contract and breach of fiduciary duty.
Prior to forming her own firm in 2009, Judge Baer was a partner at Kirkland & Ellis LLP, Winston &
Strawn and Schwartz, Cooper, Greenberger & Krauss. She is a member of the ABI and NCBJ Boards
of Directors, the CARE Advisory Board and the Chicago IWIRC Network Board, as well as several
committees. She also is a frequent speaker for ABI, the ABA, the Chicago Bar Association, IWIRC
and NCBJ, and she regularly acts as the presiding judge for the Northern District of Illinois in natu-
ralization ceremonies. Judge Baer earned her B.A. from the University of Wisconsin - Madison and
her J.D. from DePaul College of Law.

Hon. Martin R. Barash is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Central District of California in Wood-
land Hills and Santa Barbara, sworn in on March 26, 2015. He brings more than 20 years of legal
experience to the bench. Prior to his appointment, Judge Barash had been a partner at Klee, Tuchin,
Bogdanoft & Stern LLP in Los Angeles since 2001, where he counseled parties in chapter 11 cases
and litigated chapter 7 and chapter 11 bankruptcy cases. He first joined the firm as an associate in
1999. Earlier in his career, Judge Barash worked as an associate of Stutman, Treister & Glatt P.C. in
Los Angeles. He also has served as an adjunct professor of law at California State University, North-
ridge. Following law school, Judge Barash clerked for Hon. Procter R. Hug, Jr. of the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Ninth Circuit from 1992-93. He is a former ABI Board member, for which he served
on its Education Committee, and he is a former member of the Board of Governors of the Financial
Lawyers Conference. In addition, he is a judicial director of the Los Angeles Bankruptcy Forum and a
frequent panelist and lecturer on bankruptcy law. Judge Barash received his A.B. magna cum laude in
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1989 from Princeton University and his J.D. in 1992 from the UCLA School of Law, where he served
as member, editor, business manager and symposium editor of the UCLA Law Review.

Alane A. Becket is an AV-rated attorney and managing partner of Becket & Lee LLP, a Malvern, Pa.,
law firm providing comprehensive nationwide representation of financial institutions in bankruptcy
matters, with a focus on consumer lenders and debt-purchasers. In addition to client and industry re-
lations, she focuses on litigation strategy, and Becket & Lee has been lead or co-counsel in some of
the most influential decisions in consumer bankruptcy over the last 20 years. In addition to her duties
at the firm, Ms. Becket is ABI’s Immediate Past President, co-chair of the Bankruptcy Section and
of the Professional Standards and Grievance Committees of the National Creditors Bar Association
(NCBA), and a member of the National Association of Chapter Thirteen Trustees (NACTT) and the
National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees. Ms. Becket has written and lectured extensively on
consumer bankruptcy issues for a variety of professional organizations, including ABI, the Federal
Judicial Conference, NACTT, NABT, Norton Bankruptcy Law Advisor, NCBA, the National Confer-
ence of Bankruptcy Judges, and a host of local and regional organizations. She also served as a com-
missioner on ABI’s Commission on Consumer Bankruptcy. Ms. Becket received her undergraduate
degree from Pennsylvania State University and her J.D. from Widener University School of Law.

Alicia M. Bendana, CFE is a shareholder with Lugenbuhl, Wheaton, Peck, Rankin & Hubbard
in New Orleans, where she practices business bankruptcy law and commercial litigation with an
emphasis on prosecuting and defending complex and multi-layered litigation claims on behalf of
trustees, debtors, creditors, creditors’ committees, and other interested parties in chapter 7 and 11
bankruptcy proceedings. She represents clients as lead or co-lead counsel in the prosecution of officer
and director liability litigation, legal and accounting malpractice liability litigation, fraud and RICO
litigation, fraudulent-transfer/preference-avoidance litigation, contract disputes, insurance disputes,
the partitioning of marital property in bankruptcy court, the excepting of debts from discharge, the
opposing of plans of reorganization and the proposing of competing plans, and the purchase of as-
sets from bankruptcy estates. Ms. Bendana is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by both
the American Board of Certification and the Louisiana Board of Legal Specialization. She is rated
AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell and is listed in Chambers and Partners USA in the areas of
bankruptcy and restructuring. Additionally, she is recognized in The Best Lawyers in America for
her work in bankruptcy, creditor/debtor rights, insolvency and reorganization law, and bankruptcy
litigation, and she is listed among Lawdragon’s 500 Leading U.S. Bankruptcy and Restructuring
Lawyers. She also is listed in Super Lawyers in the areas of business bankruptcy, business litigation
and debtor/creditor rights and in New Orleans Magazine as one of the “Top Lawyers” in the city. Ms.
Bendana has authored numerous articles for professional publications, is a frequent lecturer at profes-
sional programs, and is currently an adjunct associate professor of trial advocacy at Tulane University
School of Law. She received her B.A. in 1986 from Hollins College and her J.D. in 1992 from Tulane
University Law School.

Steven M. Berman is a partner in the Tampa, Fla., office of Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick, LLP,
specializing in the firm’s bankruptcy and creditors’ rights practice group. He has nearly 30 years
of bankruptcy experience and focuses his practice on business bankruptcy litigation, representing
creditors, investors, distressed-debt lenders, trustees, committees and business entities litigating dis-
putes in bankruptcy court. Mr. Berman is Board Certified by the American Board of Certification
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in both Creditors’ Rights Law and Business Bankruptcy Law, and he is a member of the Florida,
California, District of Columbia and Puerto Rico (Federal) bars. He serves on the board of directors
of the American Board of Certification and is a member of its Faculty Committee. He also serves on
ABI’s Board of Directors, works on several committees and task forces, and routinely volunteers and
speaks at seminars. On a local level, Mr. Berman is a member of the Tampa Bay Bankruptcy Bar As-
sociation, the Bankruptcy Bar Association of the Southern District of Florida, the Southwest Florida
Bankruptcy Professionals Association and the San Diego Bankruptcy Forum. He also guest lectures
for the University of Florida’s Levin College of Law. Mr. Berman serves as the Judge Advocate to
the Coronado Yacht Club in Coronado, Calif., and volunteers in providing pro bono bankruptcy and
insolvency services and training for U.S. Navy Judge Advocate General officers and staff, along
with enlisted service families in need. He received his B.S. in multinational business operations from
Florida State University and his J.D. from the University of Florida Levin College of Law.

Daniel B. Besikof is a partner with Loeb & Loeb LLP in New York and represents a wide vari-
ety of stakeholders in chapter 11 bankruptcy proceedings, corporate restructurings and liquidations,
including debtors, lenders, administrative and collateral agents, indenture trustees, lessors, lessees,
licensors, licensees, trade creditors, committees, investors and chapter 7 and liquidating trustees. His
practice also focuses on representing defendants in bankruptcy-related litigation, including avoid-
ance actions. Mr. Besikof advises clients in commercial litigation matters and has represented lenders
and agents in the negotiation and documentation of secured and unsecured credit facilities involving
term loans, revolving lines of credit and letters of credit. Prior to joining Loeb & Loeb LLP, he was
an associate at Luskin, Stern & Eisler LLP. Mr. Besikof has been named a ‘“New York Metro Rising
Star” in Bankruptcy & Creditor/Debtor Rights by Thomson Reuters (2011-15 editions) and is rated
AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell. He is a member of the Turnaround Management Associa-
tion, ABI, the Association of the Bar of the City of New York and the Barry L. Zaretsky Roundtable
Steering Committee Mr. Besikof is admitted to the Bars of New York and Minnesota, and before the
U.S. District Courts for the Southern and Eastern Districts of New York, as well as the U.S. Supreme
Court. He received his B.S. in 2000 from the University of Wisconsin and his J.D. in 2004 from
Brooklyn Law School, where he received the American Bankruptcy Law Journal Student Prize. Fol-
lowing law schoool, he was a judicial jntern for Hon. Elizabeth Stong of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court
for the Eastern District of New York.

Russell M. Blain is a shareholder with Stichter, Riedel, Blain & Postler P.A. in Tampa, Fla., where
he focuses on restructuring and on representing chapter 11 debtors, creditors, trustees, buyers and
committees. He is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and a recipient of the Douglas P.
McClurg Award for professionalism. Mr. Blain is Education Director of ABI’s Mediation Committee
and co-chairs the Membership Committee of the Business Bankruptcy Committee of the American
Bar Association. He is a past chair of the Business Law Section of The Florida Bar and past president
of the Tampa Bay Bankruptcy Bar Association. Mr. Blain is named as one of the Top 100 lawyers in
all practice areas in Florida and is recognized in The Best Lawyers in America, Chambers USA 2020
and Legal Elite. He received his B.A. magna cum laude in 1974 from Vanderbilt University and his
J.D. from the University of Florida in 1977, where he served as senior executive editor of the Uni-
versity of Florida Law Review, and his law review note was selected for publication and received the
Gertrude Brick Law Apprentice Award. He is a member of Phi Delta Phi and Omicron Delta Kappa.
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Evan B. Blum is a managing director with Alvarez & Marsal in New York, where he provides finan-
cial advisory, interim-management and turnaround consulting services. He has more than 20 years
of experience representing domestic and international clients on restructuring matters, including as-
signments in and out of court. Mr. Blum is experienced in both the operational and financial aspects
of restructurings and has managed liquidity and business plan issues. He has assessed organizational
restructurings as well as negotiated complex balance-sheet restructurings, and has advised boards
on strategic alternatives. Mr. Blum represented the debtor in the AmTrust bankruptcy, the holding
company of a $16 billon bank. His engagements include representing the debtor in the U.S. Coal
and Gas Mart bankruptcies. He also served as CRO of several companies during his career, where he
was responsible for global operational restructurings, and has served as financial advisor to numer-
ous middle-market companies. Mr. Blum has been an advisor to many lenders relating to business-
plan assessments and balance-sheet recapitalizations throughout a wide range of industries, including
manufacturing, construction, retail, media and telecom. He has also served as financial advisor to
unsecured creditors’ committees and as liquidating trustee, where he has wound down companies.
Prior to joining A&M, Mr. Blum served as a principal with GlassRatner, where he was responsible for
originating and managing operational and financial restructuring assignments. Previously, he was a
managing member of Triax Capital Advisors, a restructuring advisory firm. Mr. Blum was formerly a
senior vice president at Communications Equity Associates and a director with Merrill Lynch. He has
published articles and participated as a speaker on panels related to a variety of restructuring topics.
He was also a lecturer at Pace Business School on restructuring issues. Mr. Blum is a member of ABI
and the Turnaround Management Association. He received his B.A. from Cornell University, where
he received the Arts & Sciences Dean’s Award, and his M.B.A. from Columbia Business School with
a concentration in finance and international business, where he graduated with Beta Gamma Sigma
honors.

Hon. Hannah L. Blumenstiel is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of California in
San Francisco. Prior to her appointment on Feb. 11, 2013, Judge Blumenstiel was an associate (2003-
08) and then a partner (2008-12) with Winston & Strawn LLP, where she focused her practice on
creditors’ rights litigation in state and federal court, including bankruptcy court. From 2001 to 2003,
Judge Blumenstiel was an associate with Murphy Sheneman Julian & Rogers LLP, where she repre-
sented debtors, creditors and trustees in bankruptcy cases and adversary proceedings. She served as
a law clerk to Hon. Charles M. Caldwell of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of
Ohio (Eastern Division) from 1998 to 2001, and from 1997-98, she represented the State of Ohio’s
interests in bankruptcy cases as an assistant attorney general with the Revenue Recovery Section of
the Ohio Attorney General’s Office. Judge Blumenstiel sits on ABI’s Board of Directors. She received
her J.D. from Capital University Law School in 1997 while working full-time for the Columbus Bar
Association as director of its pro bono initiative, “Lawyers for Justice,” and her B.A. from Ohio State
University in 1992.

Liz Boydston is a shareholder with Polsinelli PC in Dallas, where she focuses her practice on
complex chapter 11 bankruptcy cases, adversary proceedings, fraudulent transfer and preference
litigation, § 363 sales and workouts throughout the U.S. She represents public and private, for-profit
and nonprofit hospitals, municipalities, assisted living, retirement and senior housing centers, health
care providers, public oil and gas-development companies, refining and fuel-marketing corporations,
drilling and exploration companies, financial institutions, and large multinational and multi-subsidiary
corporations in complex restructuring and insolvency matters. Ms. Boydston has Ponzi scheme
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defense litigation experience and has defended investors in schemes valuing up to $3.6 billion. She
also clerked for Chief Bankruptcy Judge Bill Parker in the Eastern District of Texas. Ms. Boydston
is a 2020 honoree of ABI’s “40 Under 40” class won the Turnaround Atlas Award for Private Equity
Turnaround for Adeptus Health Bankruptcy in 2018. She also has been listed as a 2014-20 Super
Lawyers “Rising Star,” was listed in “Best Lawyers Under 40” for 2019 by D Magazine, was selected
for the inaugural Dallas Bar Association WE LEAD (Women Empowered to Lead) program in 2018,
and was listed in both “Up-And-Coming 50: Women Texas Rising Stars” and “Up-And-Coming 100:
Texas Rising Stars” from 2017-20. Ms. Boydston received her B.A. magna cum laude from Baylor
University and her J.D. cum laude from Southern Methodist University Dedman School of Law.

Kimberly A. Brown is a senior associate with Landis Rath & Cobb LLP in Wilmington, Del., and
concentrates her practice in the area of Corporate Bankruptcy and Restructuring and Bankruptcy Liti-
gation. She has worked with teams representing chapter 11 debtors, official and unofficial creditors’
committees, financial institutions, secured lenders and other secured creditors, indenture trustees and
bondholders, asset-purchasers, liquidation trusts and other significant creditors, chapter 15 foreign
representatives, and other parties in interest in a variety of national bankruptcy cases. Ms. Brown
represents clients in a wide range of industries, including retail, food and beverage, oil and gas, and
manufacturing. She chairs the International Women’s Insolvency and Restructuring Confederation
- Delaware Network and served as the past vice chair and social chair of the network, and was a Ris-
ing Star Award finalist for 2017. She also is a Super Lawyers “Delaware Rising Star” for 2018 and a
member of the Delaware State Bar Association, ABI and the Delaware Bankruptcy American Inn of
Court. She was selected as one of only 40 bankruptcy practitioners to participate in the National Con-
ference of Bankruptcy Judges (NCBJ) fifth annual Next Generation Program. Ms. Brown is admitted
to practice in the Supreme Court of Delaware and the U.S. District Court for the District of Delaware.
Before joining Landis Rath & Cobb, she clerked in the Superior Court for the State of Delaware for
Hon. Mary M. Johnston and at the Office of Disciplinary Counsel of the Supreme Court of Delaware.
Ms. Brown received her B.A. in government and politics with a minor in accounting from Widener
University in 2005 and her J.D. in 2008 from Widener University School of Law.

Beth M. Brownstein is a partner in Arent Fox LLP’s Financial Restructuring and Bankruptcy group
in the firm’s New York office. She represents committees of unsecured creditors and retired employ-
ees, secured creditors, indenture trustees, bondholder and noteholder groups, DIP lenders and other
entities in chapter 11 proceedings and out-of-court restructurings, including in indenture trustee en-
forcement litigation. Over the last several years, Ms. Brownstein has played a lead role in some of
the most significant corporate reorganizations in the U.S., including the chapter 11 cases of Caesars
Entertainment Operating Co. Inc., Claires Stores Inc., Cenveo Inc., Vantage Drilling Co., Cengage
Learning Inc. and Eastman Kodak Company. She also represented indenture trustees in enforcement
litigation involving Algeco Scottsman Global Financial PLC, Merrimack Pharmaceuticals Inc. and
BankAtlantic Bancorp, Inc. Immediately prior to joining Arent Fox, Ms. Brownstein clerked for Hon.
Allan L. Gropper and Hon. Prudence Carter Beatty, both U.S. Bankruptcy Judges for the Southern
District of New York. She received her B.B.A. with honors from the University of Michigan, her
M.B.A. cum laude from the University of Miami and her J.D. cum laude from the University of Mi-
ami School of Law.

1190



AMERICAN BANKRUPTCY INSTITUTE

Michael J. Bujold is the associate general counsel for General and Administrative Law in the Executive
Office for U.S. Trustees at the U.S. Department of Justice in Washington, D.C. He also currently serves
as the acting assistant U.S. Trustee (AUST) for the U.S. Trustee Program’s Houston field office. As
associate general counsel, Mr. Bujold provides leadership and guidance on complex administrative
issues to both EOUST senior leadership and to U.S. Trustee field offices, oversees all aspects of the
USTP Ethics Program, assists the Office of the General Counsel (OGC) in its implementation of policy
initiatives. He also manages a broad range of administrative and general law matters on the USTP’s
behalf, such as those related to the Privacy Act, the Freedom of Information Act, the Federal Tort
Claims Act, the Administrative Procedures Act, the Equal Access to Justice Act and the Department’s
Touhy regulations. In addition,he supervises a team of OGC trial attorneys and received an Attorney
General’s Award for Distinguished Service. As Acting AUST, Mr. Bujold manages the administrative
and legal operations of the USTP’s Houston field office, including supervision of personnel, the
implementation of USTP policies and priorities and enforcement strategies to combat fraud and abuse
in the bankruptcy system, and the supervision of private trustees. Prior to becoming associate general
counsel, he served as a trial attorney in OGC and focused on chapter 11 proceedings. Before joining
OGC in 2014, he served as a trial attorney in the U.S. Trustee’s Riverside field office and clerked
for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of North Carolina. Mr. Bujold has lectured on
bankruptcy retention and compensation, chapter 11 creditor committees and USTP case oversight.
He is an active ABI member and a published author in the ABI Journal. Mr. Bujold received both his
B.A. and J.D. from the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor.

Beverly M. Burden has served as the chapter 13 trustee for the Eastern District of Kentucky in Lex-
ington since 1999. She previously clerked for Hon. Joe Lee, and prior to that was an assistant attorney
general for the Commonwealth of Kentucky in its Consumer Protection Division. Ms. Burden has
presented at numerous national, regional and local bankruptcy seminars. She is a member of the Na-
tional Association of Chapter Thirteen Trustees (NACTT) and serves on the board of directors of the
NACTT Academy for Consumer Bankruptcy Education (www.considerchapter13.org). Ms. Burden
chairs the University of Kentucky Biennial Consumer Bankruptcy Law Conference and served on
the Chapter 13 Advisory Committee to the ABI Commission on Consumer Bankruptcy. She also is a
regular contributor to www.considerchapter13.org and writes a blog for practitioners in the Eastern
District of Kentucky at www.chl3edky.wordpress.com. Ms. Burden was the 1997 recipient of the
Kentucky Bar Association’s Justice Thomas B. Spain Award for Outstanding Service in Continuing
Legal Education and in 2017 was inducted as a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy. She
received her J.D. from the University of Kentucky College of Law and holds a B.B.A. in accounting.

Kirk B. Burkley is a co-managing partner at Bernstein-Burkley, P.C. in Pittsburgh, which also
has locations in Cleveland and Wheeling, W.Va. He also is chairman of the American Board
of Certification. Mr. Burkley represents secured and unsecured creditors in bankruptcy, financial
restructuring and workout situations, including the representation of numerous unsecured creditors’
committees, equipment lessors and commercial landlords. He has been named to the Pennsylvania
Super Lawyers list every year since 2013 and has been recognized in The Best Lawyers in America
every year since 2011. In 2020, he was named to the Top 50 Pittsburgh Super Lawyers list and was
the only attorney specializing in bankruptcy and restructuring to be included on the list. Mr. Burkley
received his B.S. in 1999 from Ohio University and his J.D. in 2002 from the University of Pittsburgh
School of Law, where he was a recipient of the Center for Forensic Economic Studies Award for
Excellence in Litigation.
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Richard P. Carmody is a principal bankruptcy lawyer in the Birmingham, Ala., office of Adams
and Reese LLP and has practiced law for more than 45 years. He specializes in insolvency law
(C&lI) and secured lending, and has a network of referral sources that he has developed throughout
his career. Mr. Carmody is one of the firm’s principal bankruptcy attorneys, representing clients in
difficult financial matters. He also provides counsel to lenders for complex commercial transactions
and internal policies. In 1992, Mr. Carmody became the first lawyer in Alabama to become Board
Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification. On the state level,
he helped establish and served as the first chair of the Alabama State Bar section on bankruptcy and
commercial law, and he was a member of the Alabama Law Institute’s committees for revision of the
UCC (Articles 3,4, 4A, 5 and 9). Mr. Carmody is a founding member of ABI, and he established and
co-chaired its Ethics Committee from 1999-2005. Additionally, he served as vice chair of the ABI’s
2013 Task Force for Ethical Standards and was honored as ABI’s Committee Member of the Year in
2012. Currently, he serves on ABI’s Veterans Task Force. Mr. Carmody was inducted as a Fellow in
the American College of Bankruptcy in 1999 and serves as a director of the College Foundation and
as a member of its pro bono committee. He is a frequent writer and lecturer on bankruptcy and com-
mercial law topics, and in 2017, the Alabama State Bar presented him with the Albert L. Vreeland Pro
Bono Award. Mr. Carmody received his B.A. in finance in 1964 from the University of Illinois and
his J.D. in 1975 from Vanderbilt University School of Law.

Amber M. Carson is an associate in Gray Reed & McGraw LLP’s Dallas office, where her practice
focuses on complex restructurings, involuntary bankruptcy proceedings, asset acquisitions, liquida-
tions, and litigation in the bankruptcy and insolvency arena. She represents a broad range of par-
ties, including corporate debtors, creditors, official committees, trustees, equityholders, receivers and
lenders in a number of different industries and venues throughout the U.S. Ms. Carson currently
serves on ABI’s Diversity and Inclusion Working Group and is a member of ABI’s Business Reor-
ganization and Young and New Members Committees. In addition, she serves as president of the
DFW Association of Young Bankruptcy Lawyers, vice president of Law School Relations for the
Bankruptcy Law Section of the State Bar of Texas and membership co-chair for the DFW Network
of the International Women’s Insolvency and Restructuring Confederation. Following law school,
Ms. Carson clerked for Hon. Harlin D. Hale, Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District
of Texas. She has been recognized as a Best Lawyer in Dallas Under 40 by D Magazine, a Rising
Star by Texas Super Lawyers and a “One to Watch” in The Best Lawyers in America, and she was
selected to participate in the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges’ Next Generation Program.
Ms. Carson received her undergraduate degree from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst and
her J.D. from Southern Methodist University’s Dedman School of Law, where she often serves as a
guest lecturer on creditor’s rights.

Daniel J. Casamatta is the Acting U.S. Trustee for Region 13 in Kansas City, Mo., which includes
the judicial districts in Arkansas, Missouri and Nebraska. He was sworn in on Jan. 1, 2015. Mr. Casa-
matta has served as the Assistant U.S. Trustee in the Kansas City, Missouri office of the U.S. Trustee
Program (USTP) since 2008. Prior to that appointment, he served as Assistant U.S. Trustee in Grand
Rapids, Mich., for 18 years, was an attorney advisor in the Cleveland USTP office for three years, and
for periods of time was also the Acting Assistant U.S. Trustee in Indianapolis and the Acting Chief of
the USTP’s National Bankruptcy Training Institute, located in the Department of Justice’s National Ad-
vocacy Center in Columbia, S.C. Mr. Casamatta regularly speaks at the National Advocacy Center on a
variety of topics and was the recipient of USTP’s Director’s Award for Exemplary Service (the USTP’s
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second-highest award) in 2002. In 2018, he was given the USTP Director’s Award for Distinguished
Service (the Program’s highest award). Mr. Casamatta chairs the U.S. Trustee Program’s 10-member
SBRA Working Group, which assisted in implementing the SBRA for the USTP and advises local USTP
offices about policies and procedures to follow in SBRA cases. Before joining the USTP, he spent five
years in private practice in Cleveland with an emphasis on bankruptcy and commercial litigation. Mr.
Casamatta received his J.D. in 1982 from Case Western University School of Law.

Hon. Ashely M. Chan is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania in Phila-
delphia. Prior to taking the bench, she was a shareholder at Hangley Aronchick Segal Pudlin &
Schiller and concentrated her practice in the areas of bankruptcy and corporate restructuring. From
1996-97, Judge Chan clerked for Hon. Gloria M. Burns of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District
of New Jersey. Before joining HASPS, she was an associate at Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP in its
business and finance section, where she focused on bankruptcy, corporate restructuring and corporate
finance. Judge Chan has received numerous recognitions, including being selected as a Leader in
Bankruptcy/Restructuring by Chambers USA, being listed in The Best Lawyers in America for Bank-
ruptcy and Creditor-Debtor Rights, and being listed as a Pennsylvania Lawyer on the Fast Track by
The Legal Intelligencer and Pennsylvania Law Weekly. She also served as chair of the Eastern District
of Pennsylvania Bankruptcy Conference and president-elect and board member of the Homeless Ad-
vocacy Project. Judge Chan received her J.D. in 1996 from Rutgers School of Law — Camden, where
she received Tax Honors with Distinction and the Rutgers Pro Bono Publico Award.

B. Summer Chandler is a visiting assistant professor with the Southern University Law Center in
Baton Rouge, La. She has also taught at the Georgia State University College of Law and the Con-
cordia University School of Law. Prior to joining the academy, Prof. Chandler practiced for 15 years
in international and national law firms, focusing her practice on business bankruptcy, creditors’ rights
litigation, distressed transactions, and other business transactions and disputes. She frequently writes
and lectures on bankruptcy, business law, and ethics and professionalism. She is also engaged in a
number of professional organizations, including ABI and the American Bar Association. Prof. Chan-
dler received her undergraduate degree from the University of North Carolina at Asheville and her
J.D. from the University of Michigan Law School.

Dawn M. Cica is an attorney with Carlyon Cica Chtd. in Las Vegas and has more than 30 years
of experience working on transactions of all types, including transactional aspects of bankruptcy
and creditors’ rights such as strategic resolutions, workouts, restructurings, settlements, debtor-in-
possession financings and asset-purchases/sales. In addition to her transactional experience, she
has built a renowned bankruptcy practice representing creditors, committees, affiliated parties and
debtors. Ms. Cica has been involved in many influential Nevada bankruptcies in various industries,
including the Aladdin Resort, Station Casinos, Riviera Hotel & Casino, Jerry’s Nugget, Las Vegas
Monorail, Lake Las Vegas, South Edge, Consolidated Resorts, Viansa Winery, Tower Homes, Village
at Centennial Springs, CommPartners, Global Axcess, MEGO Financial, Integrated Financial
Associates, USA Capital, Rodeo Creek Gold, Martifer Solar USA, Nevada Cancer Institute, Cal-Neva
Lodge, LLC, New Cal-Neva Lodge, LLC, Nevada Gaming Partners, LLC, John Ritter, DC Solar and
Lucky Dragon Hotel and Casio. She has also participated in bankruptcies and assignments for the
benefit of creditors in California and New York. Ms. Cica has received numerous industry and peer
recognitions, including the National M&A Advisory Award for Real Estate Deal of the Year — Chapter
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15 Sale of the Veris Gold Mine (2015), and as one of the Nevada and Top 50 Women Mountain States
Super Lawyers. She received her B.S. in finance and B.A. from the University of Nevada, Reno in
1984 and her J.D. from the University of California, Los Angeles School of Law in 1987, where she
was a member of the UCLA Law Review and participated in a moot court.

Joel M. Cohen is a trial lawyer and former federal prosecutor with Gibson Dunn & Crutcher in New
York, and co-chair the firm’s White Collar Defense and Investigations Practice Group. He has been
lead or co-lead counsel in 24 civil and criminal trials in federal and state courts, and his experience
includes all aspects of FCPA/anticorruption issues, insider trading, cross-border tax issues, securities
and financial institution litigation, class actions, sanctions, money laundering and asset recovery. Mr.
Cohen was the prosecutor of Jordan Belfort and Stratton Oakmont, the focus of the movie “The Wolf
of Wall Street.” He was an advisor to the OECD in connection with the effort to prohibit corruption in
international transactions and was the first Department of Justice legal liaison advisor to the French
Ministry of Justice. Previously, Mr. Cohen served as Assistant U.S. Attorney in the Eastern District
of New York from 1992-99, where he supervised its Business/Securities Fraud Unit. He received his
B.A. in 1984 from Middlebury College, and his M.A. and J.D. in 1988 from Duke University.

Hon. Daniel P. Collins is a Bankruptcy Judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Ari-
zona in Phoenix, appointed on Jan. 18, 2013. He served as chief judge from 2014-18. Previously, he
was a shareholder with the law firm of Collins, May, Potenza, Baran & Gillespie, P.C. in downtown
Phoenix, practicing primarily in the areas of bankruptcy, commercial litigation and commercial trans-
actions. Judge Collins served on the State Bar of Arizona’s Subcommittee on the Uniform Fraudu-
lent Transfer Act. He also served as chairman of the Bankruptcy Section of the State of Arizona and
was a lawyer representative to the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. He was granted the St. Thomas
More Award in 2017. Judge Collins is presently the education chair for the National Conference of
Bankruptcy Judges, a member of ABI’s Board of Directors, on the board of the Phoenix Chapter of
the Federal Bar Association and a member of the University of Arizona Law School’s Board of Visi-
tors. He also is a founding member of the Arizona Bankruptcy American Inn of Court. Judge Collins
received both his B.S. in finance and accounting in 1980 and his J.D. in 1983 from the University of
Arizona.

Hon. Rebecca B. Connelly is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Virginia in Har-
risonburg, appointed in July 2012. She is a former standing chapter 13 trustee and chapter 12 trustee
for the Western District of Virginia. Judge Connelly has been a member of ABI since 1994 and has
served as a contributing editor and a features author for the ABI Journal, a member of the Consumer
Bankruptcy Committee, and a speaker at ABI’s Annual Spring Meeting and Winter Leadership Con-
ference, “Eye on Bankruptcy” and Views from the Bench. She also serves on the board of CARE
and is an adjunct professor of law at Washington and Lee University School of Law. Judge Connelly
received her B.A. in 1985 from the University of Maryland and her J.D. in 1988 from Washington &
Lee University School of Law.

Aaron Cutler is a partner with Hogan Lovells in Washington, D.C., in its Government Relations
and Public Affairs practice. He lobbies Congress in the energy and natural resources, banking and
financial services, and technology, media and telecom sectors, and provides strategic advice to CEOs
and executive managers on transactions and risks related to those transactions. He also monitors
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companies and investment funds. Mr. Cutler previously was a senior House staffer, serving as senior
advisor for Policy and Outreach for House Majority Leader Eric Cantor (R-Va.). In this role, he was
the leader’s direct liaison to the House Committees on Financial Services, Natural Resources and
Energy and Commerce, and helped shepherd more than 100 bills on the floor. He coordinated legis-
lative strategy with chairmen, members and their staff, and other leadership and committee offices,
and led outreach efforts to the business and finance community. Mr. Cutler began his Hill career as
a lawyer on the Energy and Commerce Committee staff under Rep. Joe Barton (R-Texas), where he
focused on energy and environment policy. He then advanced to deputy policy director and coun-
sel under Chairman Fred Upton (R-Mich.) with a broad policy portfolio. He also served as a senior
policy advisor and counsel on the House Committee on Natural Resources under Chairman Doc
Hastings (R-Wash.). During his time on Capitol Hill, Mr. Cutler was named by the National Journal
as one of the top five staffers on energy and environmental issues. He is a frequent speaker at industry
conferences, and was named a “top lawyer under 40” by Bisnow. Prior to his political career, he was
an associate at two international law firms in New York, where he worked on futures and derivatives
law, formed new private investment funds, and structured complex financial instruments. Mr. Cutler
has been listed annually since 2015 in the Legal/ 500 US for Government Relations, and in 2015 was
listed in The DCA as one of Washington’s Trending 40, Lawyers Under 40. Mr. Cutler received his
B.A. in 2002 from The George Washington University and his J.D. in 2004 from the University of
Michigan Law School.

Jennifer E. Daly is a partner with King & Spalding in New York in its Leveraged Finance practice
group, and specializes in private credit and special-situations investing. Having previously held senior
roles in the financial services and investment management sectors at Bank of America Merrill Lynch
and distressed credit fund Avenue Capital, she most recently was the COO and Chief Compliance
Officer of hedge fund Hunter Peak Investments before rejoining the firm. Ms. Daly is lead counsel
for private credit funds, special situation and opportunistic funds, business development companies
(BDCs), hedge funds and other investment advisors, leading financial institutions and borrowers
in LBOs, leveraged finance, unitranche, first lien/second lien, mezzanine, debtor-in-possession
financings, rescues, exits, liability management transactions, and other secured and unsecured
lending transactions, with a focus on both performing credit and the finance elements of in and
out of court workouts and restructurings. Some of her significant representations include Antares,
Apollo, Blue Torch Capital, CVC, GSO, KKR, Owl Rock, MSD Capital, Park Square Capital and
New Mountain Capital. Ms. Daly received her B.A. from Georgetown University and her J.D. from
Fordham University.

Gregory V. Demo is an attorney with Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones in New York and regularly
represents hedge funds and other significant holders of securities in connection with complex chapter
11 reorganizations. In addition, he is part of the firm’s team handling insolvency-related sales and
acquisitions. Mr. Demo is adept at creating litigation strategies for investments in state, federal and
bankruptcy court, and overseeing all aspects of the implementation of such strategies. He is admitted
to practice in New York and Illinois. Mr. Demo received his B.A. magna cum laude in 2003 from
Marquette University and his J.D. in 2008 from the College of William & Mary School of Law, where
he was elected to the Order of the Coif, served on the William & Mary Law Review and graduated
second in his class.
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Karol K. Denniston is a partner in the San Francisco office of Squire Patton Boggs and a member of
its Global Board, as well as the firm’s Advancing Women Task Force. She negotiates restructurings
and has been a mediator since 1992. Ms. Denniston has been working in the distress municipal sector
since 2009 and routinely represents cities, special districts, indenture trustees, bondholders, taxpayers
and monoline insurers in a variety of municipal restructuring engagements throughout the U.S. She
has represented clients in municipal insolvency proceedings with a focus on negotiating resolutions,
including in Puerto Rico PROMESA restructurings for the Government Development Bank and CO-
FINA. The Legal 500 has designated Ms. Denniston as a municipal restructuring Leading Lawyer.
She is admitted to practice in Texas and California. Ms. Denniston received her B.A. in 1980 from
Concord College, and her M.A. in 1982 and J.D. in 1985 from West Virginia University.

William Q. Derrough is a managing director and global co-head of the Recapitalization and Restruc-
turing Group of Moelis & Co. in New York. He has experience advising all types of parties in major
restructurings, including companies, boards of directors, creditor groups, shareholders, unions and
governmental entities, and has been instrumental in building out the firm’s restructuring franchise.
His R&R team was ranked #1 Restructuring Advisor both Globally and in the U.S. for 2019 complet-
ed engagements and was awarded the prestigious Restructuring Bank of the Year award for 2019 by
IFR Magazine. Mr. Derrough has 30 years of investment banking experience. From 1998 until joining
Moelis & Co., he co-founded and co-headed the Recapitalization & Restructuring Group at Jefferies
& Co. While at Jefferies, he advised a wide spectrum of clients and investors on restructurings, re-
capitalizations, financings, mergers, and other engagements. Prior to joining Jefferies, Mr. Derrough
was a principal at Doyle & Boissiere, a private investment firm. He began his investment banking
career at Salomon Brothers Inc. Mr. Derrough is the Treasurer of the Democratic National Committee
and serves on the boards of Youth INC, Boy Scouts of Greater New York, Bennington College and the
Academy of St. Joseph, New York. He received his B.A. from the University of California, Berkeley.

Hon. Mary Grace Diehl is a retired U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Georgia in
Atlanta, appointed in February 2004 and retired in 2018. She is currently serving on recall status.
Prior to taking the bench, Judge Diehl was a partner in the litigation section of Troutman Sanders LLP
and chaired its Bankruptcy Practice Group. During her years in private practice, she was consistently
named in The Best Lawyers in America and Chambers US: America’s Leading Business Lawyers.
Judge Diehl is a past president of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, and serves on the
Boards of Directors of ABI, the Turnaround Management Association and IWIRC. She is also a Fel-
low of the American College of Bankruptcy and formerly served as vice president of its board of
directors; she has also served on the boards of ABI, the Turnaround Management Association and the
International Women In Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC). Judge Diehl received the Woman of
the Year in Restructuring Award in 2008 from IWIRC (International Women in Restructuring Con-
federation), the David W. Pollard award for professionalism from the Atlanta Bar in 2013 and the At-
lanta Bar Woman of Achievement Award in 2017, and she is a regular speaker at CLE programs. She
served as a trustee of Canisius College from 2008-14 and received the outstanding alumni contributor
award from Canisius in 2013. She has been an adjunct professor of law at Emory Law School and
is a frequent speaker at national, regional and local educational programs. Judge Diehl received her
B.A. summa cum laude from Canisius College in Buffalo, N.Y., and her J.D. cum laude from Harvard
Law School.
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C. Edward Dobbs is a senior partner in the Atlanta office of Parker Hudson Rainer & Dobbs LLP
and has practiced law for nearly 45 years. He has been involved documenting and closing commercial
loans for banks and other financial institutions; representing financial institutions in debt-restructur-
ings, workouts, litigation and bankruptcy cases; and representing debtors, unsecured creditors and
creditors’ committees in bankruptcy cases. For more than 25 years, a sizeable part of Mr. Dobbs’s
practice has included serving as a neutral in both arbitrations and mediations. He is on the panel of
neutrals (for both arbitration and mediation) maintained by the American Arbitration Association
for commercial cases and the Delaware Bankruptcy Court’s mediation panel, and is the author of
a number of articles (as well as a forthcoming treatise on mediation of commercial disputes) and a
frequent speaker on settlement negotiation and mediation topics, including as a lecturer on mediation
topics at Georgia State Law School and at each of the ABI/St. Johns Law School’s annual media-
tion courses. Mr. Dobbs has served as court-appointed or party-retained mediator in numerous com-
mercial disputes pending in state and federal courts in throughout the Southeast and in Arkansas,
Connecticut, Delaware, Illinois, Louisiana, Minnesota, New Jersey and Texas, including commercial
litigation arising out of or related to bankruptcy cases, such as fraudulent-transfer claims (including
Ponzi schemes), professional fee-disgorgement disputes in administratively insolvent cases, voidable
preference claims, plan formulation and confirmation challenges, claims against officers and direc-
tors for breach of fiduciary duty, equitable subordination challenges and recharacterization of insider
loans, and disputes for asserted noncompliance with the WARN Act and PACA. He also has been
involved in lender-liability claims, defamation claims, fraud claims, interbank disputes (including
disputes under both participation and syndicated agency agreements), claims asserted under various
types of commercial contracts (including sales and distribution agreements, construction contracts
and joint-venture agreements), business separations and dissolutions, suits on guaranties, legal mal-
practice claims, and claims by banks and insurers regarding scope and coverage of credit insurance.
Mr. Dobbs received his A.B. in 1971 from Davidson College and his J.D. in 1974 from Vanderbilt
University Law School, where he was articles editor of the Vanderbilt Law Review and graduated
Order of the Coif.

Jonathan T. Edwards is a partner with Alston & Bird LLP in Atlanta in its Financial Restructuring
& Reorganization Group. He represents various clients in corporate, finance and litigation matters, in-
cluding complex bankruptcy cases, workouts, receiverships and assignments for the benefit of credi-
tors, debt restructurings, distressed acquisitions and dispositions, financings and recapitalizations,
and commercial litigation. Mr. Edwards focuses his practice on assignments combining financial
and operational restructuring advice with transactional and major litigation work. He represents dis-
tressed purchasers, debtors and other parties in bankruptcy sales; private and alternative credit lenders
and financial institutions; unsecured creditors; CDO, CLO, CMBS, RMBS and indenture trustees;
CMBS master and special servicers and collateral managers; and defendants in avoidance actions, in-
cluding fraudulent-transfer litigation nationwide. Mr. Edwards counsels directors, officers and others
in complex bankruptcy and commercial litigation. He also helps lead the firm’s opinion committee,
advising on bankruptcy structuring issues in leveraged finance, securitization and structured finance
transactions. Mr. Edwards is listed in the 2019-2020 editions of The Best Lawyers in America for
Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law, and was a 2018 honoree
of ABI’s “40 Under 40” program. Since 2015, he has been selected to the Georgia Super Lawyers
“Rising Star” list, and in 2019-2020 he was named in Chambers USA for Bankruptcy/Restructuring
— Georgia. In 2017, he received M&A Advisor’s Emerging Leaders Award for his contributions to the
turnaround industry. Mr. Edwards is admitted to practice in New York and Georgia, is an ABI mem-
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ber, and serves on the board of the Turnaround Management Association. He received his B.B.A. in
2005 from Georgia State University and his J.D. in 2008 from Mercer University.

Hon. Michael A. Fagone is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Maine in Bangor, appointed
in April 2015. Previously, he was co-chair of Bernstein Shur’s Business Restructuring and Insolvency
Practice Group in Portland, where he specialized in bankruptcy and insolvency law. While practic-
ing law, he was recognized in The Best Lawyers in America and by Chambers USA as one of the top
bankruptcy lawyers in Maine. Judge Fagone is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the
American Board of Certification and serves on ABI’s Board of Directors. He received his B.A. from
Amberst College in 1993 and his J.D. summa cum laude from the University of Maine School of Law
in 1997.

Hon. Joan N. Feeney is a neutral for JAMS in Boston, where she provides mediation, arbitration
and neutral analysis services in complex disputes worldwide. She previously was a U.S. Bankruptcy
Judge for the District of Massachusetts from 1992 to May 2019 and Chief Judge from 2002-06. She is
currently Chief Judge of the U.S. Bankruptcy Appellate Panel for the First Circuit. Judge Feeney is a
Fellow, vice president and a member of the board of directors of the American College of Bankruptcy
and served for three years on its Board of Regents. She is a co-author of the Bankruptcy Law Manual,
a two-volume treatise published by Thomson Reuters, and a co-author of a book for consumers, 7The
Road Out of Debt, published by John Wiley & Sons. Judge Feeney was the president of the National
Conference of Bankruptcy Judges in 2011 and 2012 and has served that organization in numerous ca-
pacities, including on its Board of Governors,as chair of its Newsletter Committee, as editor in chief
and reporter for Conference News, and on special projects. Judge Feeney was the business manager
of the American Bankruptcy Law Journal from 2016-18, and was an associate editor from 2013-16.
She is a founder and co-chair of the M. Ellen Carpenter Financial Literacy Project, a joint venture
of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Massachusetts and the Boston Bar Association. She
was a member of the International Judicial Relations Committee of the Judicial Conference of the
United States from 2006-12 and hosted many delegations of foreign judges in the U.S., as well as
traveled to foreign countries on behalf of the federal judiciary. Judge Feeney is the chair of the Mas-
sachusetts Bankruptcy Court’s Pro Bono Committee and was co-chair of the Massachusetts Local
Rules Committee for many years. She is a member of ABI and sat on its Board of Directors, and she
has been judicial chair of several regional ABI educational programs and is a frequent ABI panelist.
Prior to her appointment, Judge Feeney was an associate and partner in the Boston law firm Hanify
& King, P.C., was a career law clerk to Hon. James N. Gabriel, U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Dis-
trict of Massachusetts, and a partner in the Boston law firm Feeney & Freeley, where her practice
included service as a trustee on the U.S. Trustee’s private panel of trustees. In 2005, she received the
Boston Bar Association’s Haskell Cohn Award for Distinguished Judicial Service, and in 2009 the
American College of Bankruptcy First Circuit Fellows recognized her for contribution to bankruptcy
jurisprudence and practice. She also was the 2018 recipient of the Charles P. Normandin Lifetime
Achievement Award from the Boston Bar Association and the National Conference of Bankruptcy
Judges Excellence in Education Award. Judge Feeney is a graduate of Connecticut College and Suf-
folk University Law School.

Robert J. Feinstein is the managing partner of the New York office of Pachulski Stang Ziehl &
Jones LLP, which he opened in 2011. He represents debtors, creditors’ committees, equity commit-
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tees, acquirers and examiners in business reorganizations and related litigation. He also represents
debtors, foreign representatives and other case constituencies in cross-border insolvency cases. Mr.
Feinstein’s recent engagements include lead counsel to the official creditors’ committees appointed in
the chapter 11 cases of J Crew, Whiting Petroleum, Ascena (Ann Taylor/LOFT/Lane Bryant), Ditech,
Payless ShoeSource, The Weinstein Company, Barney’s Inc., Aeropostale and Jevic Holding Corp.
(appearing on behalf of the creditors’ committee in the U.S. Supreme Court). On the debtor side, he
has represented Digital Domain Media Group, former world heavyweight champion Mike Tyson and
Penthouse magazine publisher General Media, Inc. in their chapter 11 cases. Mr. Feinstein is a Fellow
of the American College of Bankruptcy and an adjunct professor in the St. Johns University LL.M.
Program, and he frequently writes and lectures on bankruptcy topics. He is ranked among Bank-
ruptcy/Restructuring attorneys by Chambers USA and is a member of the International Insolvency
Institute, and he served as an officer of the Insolvency Section of the International Bar Association.
Mr. Feinstein received his B.A. from Lafayette College and his J.D. magna cum laude from Boston
University School of Law.

Janine M. Figueiredo is a partner in the Bankruptcy and Restructuring Group at Hahn & Hessen
LLP in New York, where she serves as the firm’s hiring partner. Her practice focuses on all aspects
of distressed financial situations, including both in-court and out-of-court financial restructurings,
corporate reorganizations and liquidations. Ms. Figueiredo’s experience spans numerous industries,
such as retail, manufacturing, wholesale/distribution, mortgage lending, securitizations and servicing,
specialty chemicals, satellite and airlines. Her clients include all parties involved in these distressed
situations, including debtors, official committees of unsecured creditors, liquidating trustees and plan
administrators, secured and unsecured creditors, and asset-purchasers. Her expertise includes nego-
tiating and litigating all issues that may arise during a bankruptcy or restructuring process, including
issues such as financing disputes, asset sales, valuation, substantive consolidation, recharacterization,
equitable subordination and avoidance actions, as well as company issues such as employee and
ERISA matters and environmental liability. Ms. Figueiredo has represented official committees of
unsecured creditors in diverse and notable chapter 11 cases such as Vertellus Specialties Inc., Han-
cock Fabrics Inc., AWI Delaware Inc., White Rose and Nell’s, Reichhold Holdings US Inc., Furni-
ture Brands International, Inc., Syms Corp and Filene’s Basement, 4Kids Entertainment, Inc., Zestra
Laboratories Inc. and New Century TRS Holdings, Inc. She has also represented various parties in
interest in recent notable chapter 11 cases such as Avianca Holdings S.A., LATAM Airlines Group
S.A., Intelsat S.A., JCPenney Co., Inc. Neiman Marcus Group LTD LLC and Ascena Retail Group
Inc. Ms. Figueiredo has been listed in New York Super Lawyers. She is an ABI member and previ-
ously served on its Unsecured Trade Creditors Committee. She also currently serves on the executive
board of the Turnaround Management Association as its vice president of Marketing and Communi-
cations, and has served in numerous leadership roles at the NYC Chapter of the TMA, including as its
general counsel, president and chairwoman. Ms. Figueiredo received her B.S. in 1998 from Fordham
University and her J.D. cum laude in 2002 from Brooklyn Law School.

Gavin H. Finlayson is a partner with Miller Thomson LLP in Toronto and focuses his practice on in-
solvency and restructuring. He provides strategic advice to court officers, creditors and debtors across
a broad range of business sectors, including bondholders, accounting firms and insurers, as well as
cryptocurrency, broadband, therapeutic psychedelic and biotech companies. Mr. Finlayson also regu-
larly advises cannabis companies on regulatory and litigation matters and has represented both LPs
and provincial retail license-holders in a variety of cannabis-related litigation, from debt enforcement
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and contractual disputes to judicial reviews of regulatory decisions. He has been counsel before all
levels of Canadian courts, as well as a number of administrative and regulatory tribunals, and has
played a key role in many complex and notable Canadian restructurings, class actions and other com-
plex litigation. He has particular expertise in cross-border matters between Canada and the U.S. Mr.
Finlayson is a Fellow of the International Association of Restructuring, Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Professionals (INSOL), a course instructor for INSOL and a member of the editorial committee for
the monthly INSOL International News Update Committee. He also has been counsel in numerous
reported decisions and regularly writes and presents on novel and notable legal developments. Mr.
Finlayson received his B.A. with honours in 1993 from Queen’s University and his LL.B. in 1999
from the University of British Columbia.

Steven J. Fleming, CIRA, CDBYV is a principal in the New York office of PwC LLP and the U.S.
leader of the firm’s Business Recovery Services practice (BRS). He has more than 20 years of busi-
ness advisory experience with PwC, during which he has been assigned to the firm’s London, New
York and Dubai offices. Mr. Fleming has provided financial advisory services to many local and
international clients, spanning the whole deal spectrum from devising acquisition/disposal strategies
to performing valuations and due diligence, business reviews, and negotiating with potential inves-
tors. He has experience in assisting distressed companies in the development of pro forma financial
statements, the preparation and analysis of business plans and strategic alternatives, analysis of cash
flow and working capital management, identification of liquidity-enhancing activities, including the
execution of cost-savings initiatives, and the identification and prosecution of avoidance actions,
including preferences and fraudulent transfers. Mr. Fleming has experience serving as a CRO in con-
nection with chapter 11 cases, and has been qualified as an expert witness with respect to valuation,
DIP financing, § 363 transactions and other bankruptcy-related matters. His recent restructuring cli-
ents have included TK Holdings Inc. (d/b/a Takata), SunEdison, Inc., et al. and NRAD. Mr. Fleming
Fleming is a member of the Association of Insolvency & Restructuring Advisors, the Turnaround
Management Association and ABI, and was recognized by M&A Advisor as a 2013 recipient of its
“40 under 40” award. He received his B.S. in finance from Lehigh University and his M.B.A. from
Columbia Business School.

Marcy J. Ford is a managing partner with Trott Law, P.C. in Farmington Hills, Mich. She is a mem-
ber of the State Bar of Michigan, the Federal Bar Association, the Oakland County Bar Association,
ABI and the National Association of Chapter 13 Trustees, and she is a member and former board
representative of the Consumer Bankruptcy Association of the Eastern District of Michigan. She also
is active with the USFN, a trade association for mortgage banking attorneys, and served on the USFN
board for 11 years and was president from 2012-14. Ms. Ford was honored on Crain s Detroit Busi-
ness “Women to Watch” list, has been recognized as a dbusiness magazine “Top Lawyer,” and was
named as one of HousingWire’s “Influential Women in Housing.” She received her J.D. in 1993 from
Wayne State University.

Sarah Trum Foss is the global head of Legal and Restructuring at Debtwire in Houston. Previously,
she was a bankruptcy and restructuring attorney with Winston & Strawn LLP and Dewey & LeBoeuf
LLP. Ms. Foss received her B.A. from the University of Texas at Austin and her J.D. from Vanderbilt
University Law School.
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Susan M. Freeman is a partner with Lewis Roca Rothgerber Christie LLP, in Phoenix. In addition to
her business bankruptcy law practice, she is an appellate lawyer and has briefed more than 300 civil
appeals and argued over 100, many of which are bankruptcy appeals, including a U.S. Supreme Court
appeal. Ms. Freeman is a member of the National Bankruptcy Conference and a Fellow and former
director, vice president and secretary of the American College of Bankruptcy. She also is the chair
of the American Bar Association’s Business Bankruptcy Committee and previously chaired several
subcommittees. Ms. Freeman is a life member of the American Law Institute and has been a certified
specialist in bankruptcy law since 1985. She is a frequent author and lecturer, having authored Chap-
ter 172 of Norton Bankruptcy Law & Practice on Professional Responsibility in Bankruptcy Cases
and “Are DIP and Committee Counsel Fiduciaries for Their Clients’ Constituents or the Bankruptcy
Estate? What is a Fiduciary, Anyway?” 17 Amer. Bankr. Inst. L. Rev. 291 (Winter 2009). Ms. Freeman
is a Fellow and former president of the American Academy of Appellate Lawyers, and co-authored
the civil appeals chapter of the Arizona Appellate Handbook. She was co-counsel for several law
professors on amicus curiae briefs in Tennessee Student Assistance Corp. v. Hood, 541 U.S. 440
(2004), and Central Virginia Community College v. Katz, 126 S. Ct. 990, 1004 (2006), and she briefed
and argued Hall v. United States of America, 132 S. Ct. 1882 (2012). Ms. Freeman has been listed
since 1989 in The Best Lawyers in America for bankruptcy and commercial litigation/appeals, and
in Chambers USA. She received her B.A. with distinction from Mount Holyoke College and her J.D.
from New York University School of Law in 1975, where she was a Root-Tilden Scholar.

Patricia B. Fugée is a partner with FisherBroyles LLP in Perryville, Ohio, and focuses her practice
on commercial bankruptcy, creditors’ rights, business litigation and lending. She chairs the firm’s
Bankruptcy, Financial Restructuring & Reorganization group and serves on the firm’s opinion com-
mittee, with a focus on bankruptcy and mortgage-enforceability opinions. Her clients include finan-
cial institutions, landlords, trade creditors, bankruptcy trustees and receivers in bankruptcy cases,
foreclosures, workouts and receiverships. In addition, Ms. Fugée has served as a state court receiver
to operate and liquidate assets in various industries, she has served as an examiner under the Bank-
ruptcy Code in chapter 11 cases, and she has been serving as an SBRA panel trustee in the Northern
District of Ohio. Admitted to practice in Ohio, Michigan, New York, New Jersey and Illinois, Ms.
Fugée is a member of ABI, TMA, IWIRC, NABT and several state and local bar associations. In ad-
dition, she has been Board Certified in Creditors’ Rights Law by the American Board of Certification
since 2009, and has served on ABC’s Board since 2013. She is currently serving as ABC’s President
for 2021. Ms. Fugée received her B.A. in 1986 in mathematics from Wellesley College and her J.D.
with high honors in 1990 from Rutgers University School of Law at Camden.

Heather M. Giannino is the managing attorney of the Bankruptcy Department at Heavner, Beyers &
Mihlar, LLC in Decatur, Ill., where she oversees secured creditors’ rights in bankruptcy, foreclosure
and related matters. She is a member of ABI and the Bankruptcy Association of Southern Illinois
(BASIL), National Association of Chapter Thirteen Trustees (NACTT), American Legal and Finan-
cial Network (ALFN), Illinois State Bar Association (ISBA) and Decatur Bar Association (DBA).
Ms. Giannino co-chairs ABI’s Hon. Eugene R. Wedoft Seventh Circuit Consumer Bankruptcy Con-
ference, is Education Director of ABI’s Consumer Bankruptcy Committee, and is a Coordinating Edi-
tor for the ABI Journal’s Consumer Point/Counterpoint column. She is licensed to practice in Illinois,
Missouri and Indiana. Ms. Giannino received her B.S. in accounting and finance summa cum laude
from Millikin University and her J.D. cum laude from Chicago-Kent College of Law.
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Isley M. Gostin is counsel at Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP in Washington, D.C., and
has experience representing clients in all stages of complex litigation and bankruptcy proceedings,
including discovery, motions, mediation, trial and appeals. She has litigated seven trials, many cases
in the courts of appeals, and three merits cases before the U.S. Supreme Court, focused primarily on
bankruptcy issues. Prior to joining the firm, Ms. Gostin clerked for Hon. Robert E. Gerber of the U.S.
Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of New York. She is a 2020 honoree of ABI’s “40 Under
40” class, co-authored ABI's Quick Evidence Handbook, Second Edition, and currently serves as the
Education Director for the ABI’s Litigation Committee. Ms. Gostin received her B.A. cum laude
from Harvard College and her J.D. cum laude from Harvard Law School.

Hon. Jeffrey J. Grahamis a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Indiana in Indianapolis,
appointed on Oct. 1, 2014. Previously, he was a partner at the law firm of Taft Stettinius & Hollister
LLP, where his practice included business restructuring and creditors’ rights. He is Board Certified
in Business Bankruptcy Law through the American Board of Certification. Judge Graham received
two undergraduate degrees from the University of Notre Dame and his J.D. from the Valparaiso
University School of Law.

Hon. John T. Gregg is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Michigan in Grand Rap-
ids, appointed on July 17, 2014. Previously, he was a partner with the law firm of Barnes & Thornburg
LLP, where he focused on corporate restructuring, bankruptcy and other insolvency matters. Judge
Gregg is a frequent writer and speaker on bankruptcy and other commercial issues. He has written
and co-edited numerous treatises and articles for various publications, including Collier Guide to
Chapter 11, published by LexisNexis; Strategies for Secured Creditors in Workouts and Foreclo-
sures, published by ALI-ABA; Issues for Suppliers and Customers of Financially Troubled Auto
Suppliers and Interrupted! Understanding Bankruptcy’s Effects on Manufacturing Supply Chains,
both published by ABI; Michigan Security Interests in Personal Property, published by the Institute
for Continuing Legal Education; Handling Consumer and Small Business Bankruptcies in Michigan,
published by the Institute for Continuing Legal Education; and Receiverships in Michigan, published
by the Institute for Continuing Legal Education. Judge Gregg received his B.A. in 1996 from the
University of Michigan and his J.D. in 2002 from DePaul University College of Law.

Hon. Elizabeth L. Gunn is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Columbia in Washington,
D.C., appointed on Sept. 4, 2020. A COVID-era selection and appointment, she was sworn in by
Zoom from her living room. Prior to her appointment, Judge Gunn served as an Assistant Attorney
General for the Commonwealth of Virginia as the sole the bankruptcy specialist for the Division of
Child Support Enforcement. She also practiced law in Richmond, Va., at Sands Anderson PC and
McGuireWoods LLP. In 2017, Judge Gunn was honored as a member of ABI’s inaugural class of 40
Under 40. She currently serves as the secretary for the Bankruptcy Section of the FBA. Judge Gunn is
a frequent author for the 4B/ Journal and an ABI Volo circuit court website editor, and she has edited
two books for ABI. She received her B.A. cum laude from Willamette University and her J.D. cum
laude from Boston College Law School.

Hon. Michelle M. Harner is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Maryland in Baltimore, ap-
pointed in 2017. Prior to her appointment to the bench, she was the Francis King Carey Professor of
Law and the Director of the Business Law Program at the University of Maryland Francis King Carey
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School of Law, where she taught courses in bankruptcy and creditors’ rights, business associations,
business planning, corporate finance and the legal profession. Judge Harner lectured frequently dur-
ing her academic career on various topics involving corporate governance, financially distressed enti-
ties, risk management and related legal issues. Her academic scholarship is widely published, with
her publications appearing in, among others, the Vanderbilt Law Review, Notre Dame Law Review,
Washington University Law Review, Minnesota Law Review, Indiana Law Journal, Fordham Law
Review (reprinted in Corporate Practice Commentator), Washington & Lee Law Review, William &
Mary Law Review, University of lllinois Law Review, Arizona Law Review (reprinted in Corporate
Practice Commentator) and Florida Law Review. Judge Harner has served as the Associate Reporter
to the Advisory Committee on the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure, the Reporter to the ABI
Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11, and most recently chaired the Dodd-Frank Study
Working Group for the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts. She also served as the Robert M.
Zinman ABI Resident Scholar for the fall of 2015. Judge Harner is an elected conferee of the National
Bankruptcy Conference, an elected Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, and an elected
member of the American Law Institute. She previously was in private practice in business restructur-
ing, insolvency, bankruptcy and related transactional fields, most recently as a partner at the Chicago
office of the international law firm Jones Day. Judge Harner received her B.A. cum laude from Boston
College in 1992 and her J.D. summa cum laude from The Ohio State University College of Law in
1995.

Hon. Bruce A. Harwood is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of New Hampshire in Con-
cord, appointed to the bench in March 2013. He also serves on the First Circuit’s Bankruptcy Appel-
late Panel. Prior to his appointment to the bench, Judge Harwood chaired the Bankruptcy, Insolvency
and Creditors’ Rights Group at Sheehan Phinney Bass + Green in Manchester, N.H., representing
business debtors, asset-purchasers, secured and unsecured creditors, creditors’ committees, trustees
in bankruptcy, and insurance and banking regulators in connection with the rehabilitation and liqui-
dation of insolvent insurers and trust companies. He was a chapter 7 panel trustee in the District of
New Hampshire and mediated disputes arising in debtor/creditor relations. Judge Harwood serves
on ABI’s Board of Directors on its Communication, Information and Technology Committee. He
served as co-chair of ABI’s Commercial Fraud Committee, as program co-chair of (and presently
as judicial advisor to) ABI’s Northeast Bankruptcy Conference; and as Northeast Regional Chair of
the ABI Endowment Fund’s Development Committee. He also served on ABI’s Civility Task Force.
Judge Harwood is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and was consistently recognized
in the bankruptcy law section of The Best Lawyers in America, in New England SuperLawyers and by
Chambers USA. He received his B.A. from Northwestern University and his J.D. from Washington
University School of Law.

Christopher L. Hawkins is a partner in the Birmingham, Ala., office of Bradley Arant Boult Cum-
mings LLP. Throughout his 20-year career, he has counseled individuals and businesses in a wide
variety of bankruptcy and insolvency-related matters. He regularly represents debtors and creditors in
out-of-court business restructurings, chapter 11 bankruptcy cases, and bankruptcy-related litigation,
but for the past decade he has devoted most of his practice to advising large financial institutions on
bankruptcy compliance and bankruptcy-related regulatory matters. In addition, he has represented
financial institutions in nationwide consumer bankruptcy litigation, regulatory enforcement matters
and large-scale remediation projects, as well as through his time serving as interim in-house bank-
ruptcy counsel for one of the largest financial institutions in the Fortune 100. Over the years, Mr.
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Hawkins has counseled clients on a wide range of consumer bankruptcy engagements, including de-
signing and conducting risk assessments, drafting policies and procedures, scoping and implementing
bankruptcy remediation projects, preparing comments to regulators on proposed regulations impact-
ing bankruptcy, training client bankruptcy departments, auditing third-party bankruptcy vendors and
counseling clients on bankruptcy operational issues. He received his B.S. summa cum laude in 1996
from Spring Hill College and his J.D. summa cum laude in 1999 from the University of Alabama
School of Law, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif, served on the Alabama Law Review,
received the M. Leigh Harrison Award and was a Hugo Black Scholar.

Andrew C. Helman is a partner in the Restructuring, Insolvency and Bankruptcy practice group at
Dentons in Boston, where he focuses his practice on bankruptcy and insolvency matters and works
to restructure all types of businesses, including those in the health care sector. He has served as lead
counsel to debtors, trustees, secured parties and others in chapter 11 cases, including having served as
independent counsel to a state attorney general in several chapter 11 cases in New England and Dela-
ware. Mr. Helman has particular experience as lead counsel representing rural hospitals in chapter 11
cases, and has successfully confirmed chapter 11 plans that have allowed rural hospitals to continue
operating with restructured balance sheets. His practice also includes commercial and insolvency-re-
lated litigation. He successfully obtained three temporary restraining orders and a permanent injunc-
tion against the U.S. Small Business Administration due to the agency’s decision to exclude debtors
from participating in the federal Paycheck Protection Program. Mr. Helman frequently writes articles
for national insolvency publications and teaches seminars on bankruptcy and fraudulent transfer law.
In addition, he co-chairs ABI’s Health Care Committee and was honored in ABI’s 2019 class of “40
Under 40.” Mr. Helman was selected as one of 40 attorneys nationally to participate in the National
Conference of Bankruptcy Judges’ 2016 NextGen Program. He is ranked in Chambers for bankruptcy
and restructuring and has been listed in the 2015-20 issues of Super Lawyers as a “Rising Star.” Mr.
Helman received his B.A. cum laude from the University of Massachusetts and his J.D. summa cum
laude from the University of Maine.

Cristina Perez Hesano is the founder of Perez Law Group, PLLC in Gelndale, Ariz., and has been
practicing law for more than 10 years. She primarily focuses her legal practice on bankruptcy, per-
sonal injury, wrongful death and estate planning. Ms. Perez established the firm in 2010. She is a 2020
honoree of ABI’s 40 Under 40” program and a member of the American Association for Justice, the
Arizona Bankruptcy American Inn of Court and the State Bar of Arizona’s Bankruptcy Section, for
which she serves as its Diversity and Inclusion chair and on its executive board. Ms. Perez received
her B.S. in psychology and political science from Hofstra University, her J.D. from Arizona State
University’s Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law and her M.A. in criminal justice from Arizona
State University.

Hon. Mary Jo Heston is a Bankruptcy Judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Western District
of Washington in Tacoma, appointed Jan. 31, 2017. Previouly, she was a shareholder at the Seattle
law firm of Lane Powell PC, where her practice involved commercial litigation and transactional
matters with an emphasis on business reorganizations, international insolvency and the acquisition of
troubled businesses and assets. Between 1988 and 1993, Judge Heston served as the first Region 18
U.S. Trustee, overseeing bankruptcy cases and fiduciaries in Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Alaska and
Montana. She also is a former law clerk to a federal district court judge and a bankruptcy judge and a
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former estate administrator of the federal bankruptcy court. Judge Heston taught bankruptcy courses
for more than 20 years at both Seattle University School of Law and University of Washington Law
School. She is a 2001 Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and an active participant in
both professional organizations and community service organizations, and she currently serves or has
served in leadership positions for the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, ABI, INSOL Inter-
national, the Washington State Bar Association’s Debtor Creditor Section, the Turnaround Manage-
ment Association, CARE and CENTS. Judge Heston is a frequent international, national and regional
speaker and author on topics including international insolvency issues, creditors’ rights issues, and
commercial and consumer insolvency issues. Her recent community service efforts have focused on
military and veterans’ financial and bankruptcy-related issues through her service on the Pro Bono
Committee of ABI’s Veterans and Servicemembers Task Force. Judge Heston received her under-
graduate degree cum laude from the University of Washington in 1975 and her J.D. cum laude from
the Seattle University School of Law in 1980.

Henry E. Hildebrand, III has served as standing trustee for chapter 13 matters in the Middle District
of Tennessee in Nashville since 1982 and as standing chapter 12 trustee for that district since 1986.
He also is Of Counsel to the Nashville law firm of Belcher Sykes Harrington, PLLC. Mr. Hildebrand
is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and the Nashville Bar Foundation. He is Board
Certified in Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification and serves on its
faculty committee, and he is chairman of the Legislative and Legal Affairs Committee for the Na-
tional Association of Chapter 13 Trustees (NACTT). In addition, he is on the board of directors for
the NACTT Academy for Consumer Bankruptcy Education, Inc. and is an adjunct faculty member
for the Nashville School of Law and St. Johns University School of Law. Mr. Hildebrand served as
a commissioner on ABI’s Commission on Consumer Bankruptcy. He received his undergraduate
degree from Vanderbilt University and his J.D. from the National Law Center of George Washington
University.

Joel Holsinger is a partner, portfolio manager and co-head of Alternative Credit in the Ares Credit
Group in Atlanta. He serves as a member of Ares Credit Group’s Alternative Credit Executive Com-
mittee and Alternative Credit Investment Committee. Prior to joining Ares in 2019, Mr. Holsinger
was a partner at Fortress Investment Group in its Credit Group, where he served on Fortress’s Man-
agement Committee and the Investment Committee for the Credit Funds. He also co-headed Illiquid
Credit, which included leading the Direct Lending, Structured Equity, Net Lease, Structured Finance
and Energy Groups at Fortress, and focused on tactical and opportunistic direct investments across
all asset classes, industries and geographies. Previously, Mr. Holsinger was a founding partner of
Atalaya Capital Management, where he co-headed its Investment Committee. He also held prior posi-
tions within financial services at Navigant Consulting, American Commercial Capital (subsequently
acquired by Wells Fargo) and Citigroup, and he currently serves on a number of corporate boards and
advisory groups. He is also active in a number of charities, with a particular focus on global health
and education, which includes serving on the board of directors of PATH Global Health. Mr. Hols-
inger received his B.A. from California State Fullerton in Business Management and Administration,
with an emphasis in finance.

Ariane R. Holtschlag is partner with FactorLaw in Chicago and serves as a member of the panel of
chapter 7 bankruptcy trustees for the Northern District of Illinois. In her legal practice, She focuses
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primarily on consumer bankruptcy. Ms. Holtschlag regularly represents debtors, trustees, and credi-
tors in chapter 7 and 13 as well as bankruptcy-related litigation. She has spoken at several bankruptcy
education programs and also volunteered for CARE, speaking to high school students about credit
and bankruptcy. In 2017, she was chosen as one of ABI’s inaugural “40 Under 40 award recipients
in recognition of her achievements. Ms. Holtschlag was a commissioner on ABI’s Commission on
Consumer Bankruptcy and in 2018 testified before congress on chapter 7 trustee fees. She received
her undergraduate degree in 2004 from Illinois Wesleyan University and her J.D. from the University
of Iowa in 2007.

Jeffrey A. Horwitz is a partner in Proskauer’s Corporate Department in New York, where he co-
heads its Private Equity Real Estate practice and runs its internationally recognized Hospitality, Gam-
ing & Leisure Group. He also has served as co-head of Mergers & Acquisitions and as a member of
the firm’s Executive Committee. Mr. Morwitz is a general corporate and securities lawyer with broad-
based experience in mergers and acquisitions, cross-border transactions and long-term joint ventures.
He is regularly engaged to advise boards, management teams and investors on strategic matters, from
litigation to personnel to transactions. He also heads the firm’s cross-disciplinary and cross-jurisdic-
tional Coronavirus Taskforce, helping to shape the guidance and next steps for clients impacted by
the pandemic. Mr. Horwitz counsels clients on the full range of their activities, from seed capital to
public offerings, acquisitions and operational matters, often acting as outside general counsel. He
represents major financial institutions, sovereign wealth funds, private-equity and family offices in
sophisticated financial and other transactions. He also regularly handles transactions outside the U.S.,
including Europe, the Middle East, Asia, Latin America, Australia, South Africa and India. Leading
the firm’s Private Equity Real Estate group, he works with a team of 75 lawyers from across the firm
advising on complex transactions and disputes relating to real estate, and particularly hotels. As a se-
nior member of the firm’s Entertainment Group, Mr. Horwitz represents The Broadway League (the
national trade association for Broadway theatre), the Tony Awards®, and various other joint-venture
events and producers. In the media industry, he has advised on the acquisition and sale of television,
radio, newspaper and magazine properties, and the acquisition and sale of advertising, promotion and
marketing agencies, and related joint ventures. He also advises rights-holders and frequently repre-
sents start-up and development-stage companies, as well as established “traditional” businesses, in
online, internet-related or technology businesses. Mr. Horwitz is a member of the American Hotel &
Lodging Association (AHLA) Hospitality Investment Roundtable, ULI (and its Hotel Development
Council) and the advisory board of the Cornell Center for Real Estate and Finance. He received his
B.A. cum laude in 1981 from Harvard University and his J.D. in 1984 from the University of Virginia
Law School, where he was elected to the Order of the Coif.

Hon. Barbara J. Houser is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Texas in Dallas
and ABI’s President. She previously was with Locke, Purnell, Boren, Laney & Neely in Dallas and
became a shareholder there in 1985. In 1988, she joined Sheinfeld, Maley & Kay, P.C. as the share-
holder-in-charge of the Dallas office and remained there until she was sworn in as a U.S. Bankruptcy
Judge in 2000. While at Sheinfeld, Judge Houser led the firm’s representation of clients in a variety
of significant national chapter 11 cases. She lectures and publishes frequently, is a past chairman of
the Dallas Bar Association’s Committee on Bankruptcy and Corporate Reorganization, is a member
of the Dallas, Texas and American Bar Associations, and is a Fellow of the Texas and American Bar
Foundations. Judge Houser served as a contributing author to Collier on Bankruptcy for many years
and taught creditors’ rights as a visiting professor at the SMU Dedman School of Law. She was elect-
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ed a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy in 1994, and in 1996, she was elected a conferee
of the National Bankruptcy Conference. In 1998, the National Law Journal named Judge Houser as
one of the 50 most influential women lawyers in America. After becoming a bankruptcy judge, she
joined the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and served as its president from 2009-10. She
received the Distinguished Alumni Award for Judicial Service from the SMU Dedman School of Law
in February, 2011, the William L. Norton Jr., Judicial Excellence Award in October 2014, and the Dis-
tinguished Service Award from the Alliance of Bankruptcy Inns of the American Inns of Court in Oc-
tober 2016. Judge Houser currently serves as a member of the executive board of the SMU Dedman
School of Law, and in March 2017, Chief Justice John Roberts appointed her to serve as a member
of the board of directors of the Federal Judicial Center, the education and research arm of the Third
Branch. In June 2017, she was appointed to serve as the leader of a five-federal-judge mediation team
in the Title I1I proceedings under PROMESA for the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and four related
governmental instrumentalities. Judge Houser received her undergraduate degree with high distinc-
tion from the University of Nebraska and her J.D. from Southern Methodist University Law School,
where she was editor of its law review.

Chad J. Husnick is a partner in Kirkland & Ellis LLP’s Restructuring Practice Group in Chicago
and represents debtors, creditors, equity-holders and other stakeholders in all aspects of corporate
restructuring, bankruptcy and insolvency proceedings. He has represented clients in a variety of
industries, including energy, infrastructure, manufacturing, transportation, hospitality and gaming, real
estate, retail, automotive and printing. His most recent client representations include Energy Future
Holdings Corp., Macy’s, Cirque du Soleil, Neiman Marcus Group, Barney’s New York, Toys“R”Us,
Oasis Petroleum, RGN-Group Holdings and Cobalt International Energy. Most recently, Mr. Husnick
was recognized in the 2017 edition of Chambers USA: Americas Leading Lawyers for Business
and was named “Dealmaker of the Year — 2016 by The American Lawyer for his role in the $40+
billion restructuring of Energy Future Holdings Corp., as well as “Outstanding Young Restructuring
Lawyer — 2017 by Turnarounds & Workouts. He also is a lecturer in the law at the University of
Chicago Law School and a contributing author for Collier on Bankruptcy. Mr. Husnick received his
B.S. in 2001 in political science and behavioral science and law, with distinction, from the University
of Wisconsin-Madison and his J.D. with honors in 2004 from the University of Chicago Law School.

Hon. Laurel M. Isicoff is Chief Judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of
Florida in Miami, initially appointed on Feb. 13, 2006, and named chief judge on Oct. 1, 2016. She
is the president of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, and is also a member of ABI’s
Board of Directors. Judge Isicoff is a member of the Pro Bono Committee of the American College
of Bankruptcy, as well as chair of its Judicial Outreach Committee. She also currently serves as ju-
dicial chair of the Pro Bono Committee of the Florida Bar’s Business Law Section and is a member
of the Florida Bar’s Standing Committee on Pro Bono. Prior to becoming a judge, Judge Isicoff spe-
cialized in commercial bankruptcy, foreclosure and workout matters both as a transactional attorney
and litigator for 14 years with the law firm of Kozyak Tropin & Throckmorton, after practicing for
eightyears with Squire, Sanders & Dempsey, now known as Squire Patton Boggs. In private practice,
she also developed a specialty in SEC receiverships involving Ponzi schemes. Following law school,
Judge Isicoff clerked for Hon. Daniel S. Pearson at the Florida Third District Court of Appeals before
entering private practice. She is a past president of the Bankruptcy Bar Association (BBA) of the
Southern District of Florida, and, until she took the bench, chaired its Pro Bono Task Force. Judge
Isicoft speaks extensively on bankruptcy around the country, and is committed to increasing pro bono
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service, diversity in the bankruptcy community and financial literacy. She received her J.D. from the
University of Miami School of Law in 1982.

Eric L. Johnson is a partner at Spencer Fane LLP in Kansas City, Mo., and the practice group leader
for its Bankruptcy, Restructuring and Creditors’ Rights Group. He represents clients in bankruptcy,
nonbankruptcy insolvency proceedings, such as receiverships and other related insolvency matters.
Mr. Johnson is a member of the panel of chapter 7 trustees and has served as a federal equity receiver
for the Western District of Missouri. He currently chairs the Missouri Bar’s Business/Corporate Di-
vision. In the past, Mr. Johnson has served as co-chair for the Missouri Bar’s Bankruptcy Creditor-
Debtor Rights Committee, president of the Kansas Bar Association Bankruptcy and Insolvency Sec-
tion, president of the Kansas City Bankruptcy Bar Association, and as a member of the Bench Bar
Committees for the U.S. Bankruptcy Courts for the District of Kansas and the Western District of
Missouri. He currently serves on ABI’s Board of Directors and on the advisory board for the Mid-
western Bankruptcy Institute, and he is a past chair of ABI’s Secured Creditors Committee and has
served in other committee leadership positions. Mr. Johnson is a frequent author and speaker on
insolvency-related topics and is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board
of Certification. He was recently selected into The American College of Bankruptcy, Class XXXII
(2021). Mr. Johnson received his undergraduate degree from the University of Northern lowa and his
J.D. from the University of lowa College of Law.

Ericka F. Johnson is a partner with Womble Bond Dickinson in Wilmington, Del., where she works
with plan fiduciaries, chapter 11 debtors, unsecured creditors’ committees and retirees, landlords, pur-
chasers, and creditors and parties in interest. She formerly worked for a leading bank holding com-
pany, where she managed consumer finance operations and internal risk assessments and audits from
the U.S. Office of the Comptroller of the Currency. She calls on that experience for her clients, which
include middle-market chapter 11 debtors, official committees of unsecured creditors and plan fidu-
ciaries. She has advised debtor-in-possession lenders, landlords, secured and unsecured creditors, and
asset-purchasers on bankruptcy and corporate restructuring matters across manufacturing, retail, real
estate, and media/technology sectors. Ms. Johnson has co-chaired ABI’s Technology and Intellectual
Property Committee and served on the board of directors of the International Women'’s Insolvency
and Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC). In addition, she was listed as a Super Lawyers “Rising
Star” from 2013-17. Ms. Johnson is well-versed in litigation matters, including preference, fraudulent
transfer, turnover and breach-of-contract actions. She regularly litigates contested matters including
involuntary bankruptcies, motions for the appointment of chapter 11 trustees, claim objections, plan
confirmation objections, and dismissal/conversion motions. Ms. Johnson received her B.A. from the
University of Delaware and her J.D. from Delaware Law School, where she was a member of the Phi
Kappa Phi Honor Society, president of the Moot Court Honor Society and a member of the Delaware
Journal of Corporate Law, and received the Outstanding Service Award.

Eve H. Karasik is a partner at Levene, Neale, Bender, Yoo & Brill L.L.P. in Los Angeles and focuses
her practice on corporate restructuring and bankruptcy, including the representation of chapter 11
debtors, unsecured creditor and equity committees, trustees, secured and unsecured creditors, and
parties involved in bankruptcy litigation and appeals. Her prior debtor engagements include Val-
ley Economic Development Corp. Marshall Broadcasting, Inc., Cornerstone Apparel, Inc., Anna’s
Linens, Inc., Associated Third Party Administrators and Allied Fund Administrators LLC, Imperial
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Capital Bancorp, Inc., Utah 7000, LLC, Falcon Products, Inc., Clark Retail Group and U.S. Aggre-
gates, Inc. Her creditor and equity committee cases include PHI, Inc., New Meatco Provisions, LLC,
Circus and Eldorado Joint Venture, Riviera Holdings Corporation, Eurofresh, Inc., USA Capital First
Trust Deed Fund, Aladdin Gaming, Inc. and Amerco. Ms. Karasik has represented clients in state and
federal receiverships, and assignments for the benefit of creditors. She served as trustee’s counsel in
SIPA liquidations (W.S. Clearing, Inc.), examiner’s counsel in Fontainebleau Las Vegas Holdings,
LLC and counsel to Bankruptcy Code § 524(g) settlement trusts. Ms. Karasik is an American College
of Bankruptcy Fellow and is ranked in Chambers USA as a Band 3 Bankruptcy and Restructuring
attorney. She received the Century City Bankruptcy Attorney of the Year (2015) and the Turnaround
Management Association’s “2007 Large Company Transaction of the Year” award. Ms. Karasik
serves as ABI’s newly created Vice President-Diversity & Inclusion, is the incoming president of the
Los Angeles Bankruptcy Forum, and is a member of several other professional organizations. She
received her B.A. with high honors from the University of California, Berkeley in 1984 and her J.D.
from the University of Southern California in 1991, where she was a member of the Order of the Coif.

Melissa S. Kibler, CPA, CIRA, CTP, CFF, CDBYV is a senior managing director of Mackinac Part-
ners in Chicago and has 30 years of experience providing financial advisory, restructuring and turn-
around management services to Fortune 500 and mid-sized companies and their stakeholders. She
also has investigative, litigation and valuation experience, including insolvency-related litigation,
avoidance actions, fraud investigations, merger and acquisition disputes, director and officer claims,
and other commercial litigation support. Ms. Kibler was most recently a senior managing director
in the Chicago office and an executive committee member of Mesirow Financial Consulting follow-
ing its 2004 acquisition of the corporate recovery practice of KPMG LLP, where she had served as
partner-in-charge of the Midwest Region Corporate Recovery practice and the Pacific Northwest
Corporate Recovery and Forensic and Litigation Services practices since 1999 after starting her ca-
reer at PricewaterhouseCoopers. She currently serves as president of the American College of Bank-
ruptcy, and her prior leadership roles in professional associations included president of ABI, director
of INSOL International, and chair of the AICPA Bankruptcy Task Force. Ms. Kibler was named a
Consulting Magazine 2013 “Women Leader in Consulting,” an Illinois CPA Society 2011 Women
to Watch Award recipient, the IWIRC 2010 Woman of the Year in Restructuring, a Crain's Chicago
Business 2004 “40 Under 40,” and the 2003 “CIRA Gold Medal Winner.” She received her B.A. in
accounting summa cum laude from Texas A&M University and her M.B.A. from Southern Methodist
University, graduating first in her class.

Hon. Sandra R. Klein is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Central District of California in Los An-
geles, appointed in April 2011. Prior to her appointment to the bench, she worked for more than 13
years for the U.S. Department of Justice, most recently as the acting assistant director of the Office
of Criminal Enforcement of the U.S. Trustee Program, where she focused nationally on increasing
detection and prosecution of criminal conduct in the bankruptcy system. From 2003-09, Judge Klein
was a bankruptcy fraud criminal coordinator with the U.S. Trustee Program, responsible for assisting
federal law enforcement agents and assistant U.S. attorneys with bankruptcy-related investigations
and prosecutions. From 1997-2003, she was a special assistant U.S. attorney in the Central District of
California (on permanent detail from the U.S. Trustee Program), where she focused on complex white
collar crime cases and bankruptcy fraud cases in particular. Before joining the DOJ, Judge Klein
served as a litigation associate with O’Melveny & Myers LLP and began her legal career clerking
for Hon. Arthur L. Alarcén of the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals and Hon. Lourdes G. Baird of the
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Central District of California. Judge Klein is a member of the Board of Directors of the Federal Bar
Association, Los Angeles Chapter, a member of the Board of Governors of Loyola Law School, and a
community member of the Girl Scouts of Greater Los Angeles Board Development Committee. From
2010-20, she was a member of the Women Lawyers Association of Los Angeles (WLALA) Board of
Governors. Judge Klein has received numerous awards, including the 2018 National Conference of
Bankruptcy Judges Public Outreach Award, the 2018 WLALA Distinguished Service Award, and the
2019 Girl Scouts of Greater Los Angeles Woman of Distinction Award. She received her Bachelor’s
degree magna cum laude in music education from the University of Lowell in Massachusetts, her J.D.
magna cum laude from Loyola Law School in Los Angeles, where she was admitted to the Order of
the Coif and served as a senior note and comment editor for the Loyola International and Compara-
tive Law Journal, and her M.B.A. with honors from UCLA’s Anderson School of Management in Los
Angeles.

George Klidonas is a partner in the Restructuring & Special Situation Group of Latham & Watkins
LLP in New York, where he focuses his practice on in-court and out-of-court corporate restructur-
ings. His practice involves representing companies (including portfolio, privately held and public
companies), equity owners and sponsors, and committees and distressed investors (including hedge
funds and private-equity funds) in acquisitions, out-of-court restructurings and chapter 11 cases. Mr.
Klidonas also advises boards of directors, board committees and senior management of financially
troubled companies on a range of issues, including fiduciary duties and corporate governance. Recent
examples of restructurings that he was involved with include American Energy - Permian Basin, LLC,
APC Automotive, FULLBEAUTY Brands Holdings Corp., Lonestar Resources US Inc., Mallinck-
rodt plc, One Call Corp., Sungard AS Capital, Inc., Superior Energy Services, Inc. and Windstream
Holdings, Inc. Mr. Klidonas regularly speaks on legal and financial topics for leading organizations,
including CNBC, the Turnaround Management Association, Wharton Restructuring and Distressed
Investing Conference and ABI. He also regularly speaks at the Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law.
Mr. Klidonas previously worked on secondment at Kohlberg Kravis Roberts in its Special Situations
Group. In this role, he advised the investment team on existing portfolio investments as well as new
investments. He also supported the KKR team with distressed investments/transactions and new in-
vestment opportunities, including rescue financing, debtor-in-possession and exit financing, recapi-
talizations, equity investments, distressed trades and other opportunistic investments. Mr. Klidonas
received his undergraduate degree from Fordham University, his J.D. from the Benjamin N. Cardozo
School of Law and his LL.M. in restructuring from St. John’s University School of Law.

Brian J. Koenig is a shareholder with Koley Jessen in Omaha, Neb., where he leads its bankruptcy
and creditors’ rights practice and is vice chair of its Litigation Department. He has experience in
complex commercial bankruptcy, litigation and trust matters, and has ben bankruptcy and litiga-
tion counsel in proceedings throughout the country for multiple publicly traded companies, private-
equity firms, privately held businesses and prominent individuals. In his commercial bankruptcy
and financially-distressed transactions practice, Mr. Koenig counsels a variety of clients, including
creditors, debtors, bankruptcy trustees, creditor committees and post-bankruptcy investors to help
them evaluate risks, minimize their exposure, maximize their recoveries, structure transactions, and
cost-effectively resolve issues. He is a 2018 ABI “40 Under 40” honoree and has been recognized as a
“Rising Star” by Thomson Reuters and in 7he Best Lawyers in America for commercial litigation and
litigation - bankruptcy. In his appellate practice, Mr. Koenig has argued cases before the Nebraska
Supreme Court, the Eighth and Ninth Circuit Courts of Appeals, and the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel
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for the Eighth Circuit, in addition to participating on the briefs in cases before the lowa Supreme
Court. Prior to joining Koley Jessen, he clerked for the Nebraska Supreme Court. He is a frequent
author and lecturer on bankruptcy and litigation topics, having presented nationally through Strafford
and the TMA and locally at the Omaha Commercial Real Estate Summit. He also has written numer-
ous articles that have been published in The Nebraska Lawyer, among other publications. Mr. Koenig
received his B.A. in 2003 in political science and history from Simpson College and his J.D. cum
laude in 2007 from Creighton University, where he was editor-in-chief of the Creighton Law Review.

Hon. René Lastreto II is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of California in Fresno,
sworn in on Sept. 14, 2015. Prior to his appointment, he was the managing partner with Lang, Richert
& Patch in Fresno and, before that, the CFO of the firm. While in private practice for 34 years, Judge
Lastreto emphasized litigation matters involving creditor rights in all courts in California. He also
represented all constituencies in bankruptcy matters, including creditors (both secured and unsecured),
creditors’ committees, trustees, asset-purchasers, lessees, lessors, debtors and estate professionals.
Before joining Lang, Richert & Patch in 1999, he was a partner at Dowling, Aaron & Keeler in
Fresno, and prior to that, a partner at Crossland, Crossland, Chambers, Lastreto & Knudson. Judge
Lastreto was trial counsel in many types of cases in both state and federal courts, and primary trial
counsel in numerous contested matters representing various interests on agricultural and commercial
code issues. He is a frequent faculty member in many continuing education programs, both teaching
and writing on various creditor-related and agricultural issues. Prior to his appointment as a judge,
he was on the commercial panel of the American Arbitration Association and arbitrated numerous
commercial disputes, including construction and contract disputes. Judge Lastreto is Board Certified
in Creditors’ Rights Law by the American Board of Certification. He received his undergraduate
degree cum laude in 1978 from the University of Utah and his J.D. from the University of San
Francisco in 1981.

Richard S. Lauter is a partner in the Chicago office of Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith LLP and
chairs its Bankruptcy & Insolvency Practice. He has nearly 40 years of experience in corporate re-
structuring and insolvency. Mr. Lauter’s legal experience includes reorganizing financially distressed
companies in and outside of chapter 11, representing and advising creditors’ committees, financial
institutions, real estate development firms, bankruptcy trustees, assignees, and receivers in all aspects
of creditors’ rights and insolvency matters. He has also served as a liquidating trustee, special counsel
to the City of Chicago in multiple airline and airport-related cases, counseled chapter 7, chapter 11,
and liquidating trustees in numerous cases, and acted as chairperson for and represented numerous
chapter 11 creditors’ committees. Mr. Lauter is a member of ABI’s Board of Directors and is consid-
ered one of the leading lawyers for chapter 11 creditors’ committees in the U.S. He received his J.D.
in 1981 from Northern Illinois University College of Law.

Vincent E. Lazar co-chairs Jenner & Block’s Bankruptcy Litigation Practice in Chicago and has
advised debtors, committees and trustees in high-profile restructuring matters, as well as represened
litigants in bankruptcy-related lawsuits. He also is a member of the firm’s Markets and Trading Prac-
tice and regularly advises clearing organizations, brokers and other market participants on insolvency
matters. Mr. Lazar is a contributing author to Colliers on Bankruptcy and is a Fellow of the American
College of Bankruptcy. He has played a leading role in a number of financial services-sector insol-
vency proceedings and is considered an expert in commodity broker liquidation cases. Mr. Lazar
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represents the trustee of Sentinel Management Group, a $1 billion+ fraud case involving the misuse
of segregated commodity broker customer assets; CME Group in the MF Global case, including its
management of the unprecedented transfer of undermargined positions to other commodity brokers;
the examiner in the Lehman Brothers bankruptcy case; the National Futures Association in connec-
tion with Peregrine Financial Group’s bankruptcy case; and trustees in commodity broker bankruptcy
cases such as Stotler & Company and Refco, LLC, where he acted as the trustee’s special coun-
sel in the first-ever successful bankruptcy sale of a commodity broker business. A frequent speaker
on insolvency issues affecting the derivatives and securities industries, he is co-chair of the ABA
subcommittee drafting proposed changes to the CFTC’s Part 190 rules, and contributes to industry
symposiums and workshops addressing resolution scenarios for clearing organizations, commodity
brokers and broker-dealers during financial crises. Mr. Lazar received his B.A./B.S. from Northwest
University in 1987 and his J.D. magna cum laude from the University of Illinois College of Law in
1990, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif.

Franklind D. Lea, CIRA is the president of Tactical Financial Consulting, LLC in Alpharetta, Ga.,
and has more than 30 years of professional experience and education in complex business and finan-
cial matters. He has broad expertise in commercial finance, insolvency, real estate, real estate finance
and valuation. His experiences encompass business and project evaluation, damage claims and lost
profits, debt and equity structuring and restructuring, feasibility analysis, financial analysis, invest-
ment management, lending and leasing, and valuation. Since the creation of Tactical Financial, Mr.
Lea has provided services to companies, investors, lenders and secured creditors, unsecured credi-
tors’ committees and law firms. He has acted as an advisor and litigation consultant, and has provided
expert witness reports and expert testimony for a number of matters related to damage claims, feasi-
bility, financing, real estate and specialized bankruptcy issues such as the § 1111(b) election, § 1129
confirmation requirements, the indubitable equivalent and 7i/l cramdown interest rates. Within these
roles, he has participated in more than 200 court hearings and provided testimony through affidavits,
depositions and direct examination within the courtroom. Prior to forming Tactical Financial, Mr. Lea
was a senior lender at Textron Financial Corp. for 11 years, where he focused on specialty real estate
lending and large account workouts for real estate, equipment leasing and commercial lending. Dur-
ing his tenure at Textron Financial, he held several senior roles within its specialty lending divisions
and risk-management department. He completed approximately 50 multi-million dollar specialty
loan transactions and conducted several multi-year complex workouts and financial restructurings.
Mr. Lea sits on ABI’s Board of Directors and is a member of its Education and Nominating Com-
mittees. He also is a former co-chair of ABI’s Asset Sales Committee and sits on the advisory board
of ABI’s Judge Alexander L. Paskay Memorial Bankruptcy Seminar. Mr. Lea received his B.S. in
management and his M.B.A. from Florida State University, and a Master’s degree in real estate and
urban analysis from the University of Florida.

Seth H. Lieberman is a partner with Pryor Cashman LLP in New York and co-chairs both its Bank-
ruptcy, Reorganization + Creditors’ Rights Group and its Corporate Trust Practice. He is a restruc-
turing attorney and litigator, and represents clients ranging from indenture trustees and agents to
distressed-debt funds, trade creditors and landlords. He also helps lead one of the most well-known
and highly regarded default-side corporate trust practices. Mr. Lieberman often writes on or speaks
about the latest bankruptcy trends, including make-whole provisions, limitations on credit bidding,
and bankruptcy court jurisdictional nuances. He received his B.A. magna cum laude in 1999 from
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James Madison University and his J.D. cum laude from Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law at Ye-
shiva University in 2004.

David MacGreevey, CIRA, CPA is a managing director and head of Creditor Services at AlixPart-
ners, LLP in New York, and has more than 20 years of experience advising stakeholders on strategic
transactions. He has advised creditor committees, management teams, boards of directors, lenders
and investors on more than 75 complex transactions across a variety of industries. Mr. MacGreevey
has experience advising clients on all aspects of distressed transactions, including financial and op-
erational restructurings, exchange offers, asset sales, distressed financing and valuation opinions.
Since 2015, he has advised more than 50 creditor committees, including the official committees in
NRA, CBL Properties, Remington Outdoor, Chesapeake Energy, Extraction Oil & Gas, 24 Hour Fit-
ness, Exide, Boy Scouts of America, Murray Energy, EP Energy, Windstream, Tops Holdings, Takata,
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, Alpha Natural Resources, Haggen, A&P, Chassix and Caesars Enter-
tainment. Mr. MacGreevey joined AlixPartners pursuant to its acquisition of Zolfo Cooper in 2018,
where he had served as head of creditor services for seven years. Prior to Zolfo Cooper, he spent 10
years at Chanin Capital Partners and Macquarie Capital, where he was a senior vice president in each
firm’s restructuring and special situations group. He began his career at Ernst & Young. Mr. Mac-
Greevey received his B.S.B.A. in accounting from the University of Richmond.

Donald W. Mallory, CPA is a partner of the law firm of Wood + Lamping, LLP in Cincinnati, where
his practice focuses on insolvency, debtors’ and creditors’ rights with a focus on credit union repre-
sentation, bankruptcy reorganizations, out-of-court workouts, financial and organizational corporate
restructurings, complex litigation and general business matters. He has experience representing debt-
ors, secured lenders, trustees and trade creditors in proceedings under chapters 7, 11 and 13 of the
U.S. Bankruptcy Code, and in insolvency-related litigation such as receiverships and assignments for
the benefit of creditors. Mr. Mallory has appeared and argued extensively in federal and state courts
throughout the U.S. on a wide range of bankruptcy and collection-related issues, including appellate
litigation. He is a member of the Cincinnati, Ohio and Kentucky Bar Associations and is admitted
to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit, the U.S.
District Courts for the Northern and Southern Districts of Ohio and the Eastern and Western Districts
of Kentucky, the U.S. Tax Court and the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the Sixth Circuit. He also is an ABI member and an adjunct professor at Chase College of Law.
Mr. Mallory received his B.B.A. in 1995 from the University of Cincinnati and his J.D. magna cum
laude in 1999 from Northern Kentucky University, Chase College of Law, where he served on the
Northern Kentucky University Law Review and was an officer of the Northern Kentucky University
Moot Court Board.

Scott S. Markowitz is a partner and co-chair of Bankruptcy and Corporate Restructuring Practice
of Tarter Krinsky & Drogin LLP in New York. His practice focuses on debtor and creditors’ rights,
bankruptcy and out-of-court workouts. Mr. Markowitz counsels clients on chapter 11 reorganizations
and chapter 7 proceedings, financial restructurings, strategies for dealing with financially troubled
entities, buying and selling troubled entities in chapter 11 and outside of bankruptcy, out-of-court debt-
composition and settlements, preference and fraudulent-conveyance litigation, and dealing with leases
and executory contracts in bankruptcy proceedings. He has a diverse portfolio of clients, including
public and private middle-market companies, as well as creditors’ committees. During the real estate
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recession between 1989 and 1992, he represented more than 100 real estate entities in bankruptcy
court restructurings. In addition to his work with corporate clients, Mr. Markowitz counsels individual
clients with regard to complex individual debt restructuring. He was lead bankruptcy counsel to the
Christian Brothers, a Catholic religious order, which filed a chapter 11 case before Hon. Robert
D. Drain to deal with an avalanche of sexual abuse litigation filed in numerous states around the
country. He also represented the Martinique Hotel, a famous landmark hotel in New York City, in a
contested chapter 11 case that resulted in a confirmed plan and payment of 100 percent, plus interest,
to unsecured creditors. Prior to joining Tarter Krinsky & Drogin, Mr. Markowitz was a partner for 10
years at the bankruptcy law firm of Todtman, Nachamie, Spizz & Johns, P.C. He received his B.S. in
1985 and his J.D. with honors in 1988 from the University of Florida.

James T. Markus is a co-founder and member of Markus Williams Young & Hunsicker LLC in
Denver, where he specializes in the representation of debtors, secured creditors, lessors, asset-pur-
chasers, official committees and trustees in workouts, distressed asset sales, restructurings and chap-
ter 11 bankruptcy proceedings. He is a former ABI president, as well as a former director, president
and chairman of the American Board of Certification. He also is Board Certified by the American
Board of Certification in Business Bankruptcy Law. Mr. Markus is a former president of the Rocky
Mountain Chapter of the Turnaround Management Association, is a Fellow in the American Col-
lege of Bankruptcy and is admitted to the Colorado and Illinois State Bars. He also co-founded
ABI’s Rocky Mountain Bankruptcy Conference and has lectured before ABI, the American Rocky
Mountain and Chicago Bar Associations, Equipment Leasing Association, Federal Deposit Insurance
Corp., Savings and Community Lender’s Association and the Turnaround Management Association.
Mr. Markus is an ex officio member of ABI’s Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11 and
is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell, and he has been listed as a “Top Lawyer in Denver
Area,” “Best Lawyers Lawyer of the Year — Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights/Insolvency and
Reorganization Law,” “Colorado Super Lawyer,” “Denver Best Lawyer,” “Denver Lawyer of the
Year-Bankruptcy & Creditor Debtor Rights” and one of “America’s Most Honored Professionals.”
He received his B.S.E. in chemical engineering with high honors from the University of Wisconsin-
Madison and his J.D. from the University of Michigan School of Law.

James J. McGinley is a senior managing director at Ankura Consulting Group, LLC in Fairfield,
N.Y., and has far-reaching experience in relationship-management, corporate trusts and restructurings
in which he has represented bondholders in distressed situations and chapter 11 cases. He has devel-
oped several business lines for global financial institutions and served on many of the most signifi-
cant unsecured creditors’ committees in recent history. Mr. McGinley is a member of ABI, the Loan
Syndications & Trading Association and the Turnaround Management Association. He received his
B.S. in business management from St. John’s University and is a graduate of the Xerox International
Center for Sales Training and Management Development.

Jennifer M. McLemore is a partner at Williams Mullen in Richmond, Va., where she advises com-
mercial creditors, business creditors, banks and credit unions in bankruptcy and bankruptcy litiga-
tion matters. She frequently represents clients in matters involving debtor-in-possession financing
arrangements and asset-identification and recovery matters. She also represents clients in bankruptcy
litigation situations involving avoidance actions, claim-objection disputes and discharge/discharge-
ability claims. Ms. McLemore has handled bankruptcy cases for numerous clients, including business
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owners, corporate entities and contract counterparties; commercial and retail landlords; banks and
other lenders; unsecured creditors’ committees, chapter 7 and 11 trustees, and debtors. She is listed
in The Best Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy & Creditor/Debtor Rights/Insolvency & Reorganiza-
tion Law (2013-present) and in Virginia Super Lawyers for Bankruptcy Law (2014-present), and has
been named among Virginia’s “Legal Elite” by Virginia Business for Bankruptcy/Creditors’ Rights
(2011-2017). Ms. McLemore is a past chair of the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring
Confederation (IWIRC). She founded IWIRC’s Virginia network in 2006, and in 2012, she received
the IWIRC’s Melnik Award, which is awarded to a member who has made an exceptional contribu-
tion to IWIRC, either through efforts over the past year or for the culmination of efforts over a period
of years. Ms. McLemore currently serves on ABI’s Board of Directors and co-chairs ABI’s South-
eastern Bankruptcy Workshop Advisory Board. In addition, she was a member of Leadership Metro
Richmond’s Class of 2016 and is a sustainer for the Junior League of Richmond. Ms. McLemore
received her B.A. from Miami University (Oxford, Ohio) and her J.D. from the University of Rich-
mond School of Law.

Hon. Stacey L. Meisel is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of New Jersey in Newark and is
the first African-American selected for this position in New Jersey. Before joining the bench, she was
a founding member of Becker Meisel LLC and co-chaired its bankruptcy, insolvency and creditors’
rights practice. Prior to her appointment, Judge Meisel served on the New Jersey Panel of Bankruptcy
Trustees and thrice served on the committee that recommends candidates to the Third Circuit for New
Jersey bankruptcy judgeship vacancies. She also served on the New Jersey Court Registry of Media-
tors and the Lawyers Advisory Committee to the Board of Judges of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for
the District of New Jersey. Judge Meisel previously served as trustee to the Association of the Federal
Bar of New Jersey, on the ABI Advisory Board for the Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Workshop, and as
chair of the 2011 Workshop Attendance Committee. She helped launch the New Jersey Bankruptcy
Lawyers Foundation, volunteered with Volunteer Lawyers for Justice and served on the board of
directors for Legal Momentum — The Women’s Legal Defense and Education Fund. Judge Meisel
is a co-author of the Consumer Bankruptcy Manual and the Consumer Bankruptcy Handbook, both
Thomson Reuters publications. She is also serving a three-year term on the National Conference of
Bankruptcy Judges’ Rules Committee, and she serves on the National Association of Women Judges’
Color of Justice Program Committee and the U.S. District Court, District of New Jersey Committee
on Court Security. Judge Meisel received her Bachelor’s degree from Rutgers The State University of
New Jersey and her J.D. from Villanova University School of Law.

James F. Molleur is the managing member of Molleur Law Office in Saco, Maine, and concen-
trates his practice in bankruptcy, primarily representing consumer and small business debtors. He
has lectured and written materials on bankruptcy issues for ABI, the Maine State Bar Association,
the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys and the National Association of Chap-
ter 13 Trustees. He is also Board Certified in Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of
Certification. Mr. Molleur is a member of the York County and Maine State Bar Associations, ABI
and the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys. He was admitted to the Maine and
Federal District Courts in 1979, the First Circuit in 1998, and the U.S. Supreme Court in 2010, and
he was inducted into the American College of Bankruptcy in 2018. Mr. Molleur received his B.A.
in economics magna cum laude from Bowdoin College in 1976 and his J.D. from the University of
Maine School of Law in 1979.
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Jim Moran is a senior policy adviser with Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP in Washington,
D.C., and a former congressman who served as mayor of Alexandria, Va., from 1985-90, and as the
U.S. Representative for Virginia’s 8th congressional district from 1991-2015. He began his career in
the Comptroller’s Office of the U.S. Dept. of Health, Education and Welfare, then went on to become
senior specialist in Budgetary and Fiscal Policy for the Library of Congress. From there, he became a
professional staff member of the Senate Appropriations Committee. Mr. Moran left the Senate staff in
1980 to pursue a political career. After serving as mayor of Alexandria, Va., he was elected to the U.S.
Congress in 1990. During his congressional career, he was a member of the Budget, Finance, Foreign
Affairs and Appropriations Committees. In his 22 years on Appropriations, he was a member of the
Defense, Interior, Health & Human Services, Veteran’s Affairs and Military, Foreign Operations and
Legislative Branch Subcommittees. He also was a member of the Steering and Policy Committee
and founded the New Democratic Coalition, currently the largest caucus in the Congress, which rep-
resents moderate, pro-business Democratic members. Mr. Moran received his B.A. in economics in
1967 from the College of the Holy Cross and his Master of Public Administration in 1970 from the
University of Pittsburgh.

Tania M. Moyron is a partner in Dentons’ Restructuring, Insolvency and Bankruptcy group in Los
Angeles and has experience in bankruptcy, corporate restructuring and related litigation matters. She
has represented chapter 11 debtors, creditors’ committees, liquidating trustees, principals and secured
and unsecured creditors in all aspects of corporate bankruptcy. She also has advised buyers and sell-
ers of assets in bankruptcy and receivership cases, including the representation of a publicly traded
real estate investment trust (REIT) and restaurant franchises. Ms. Moyron’s representations span a
variety of industries, including health care, retail, entertainment, trucking, commercial and residential
real estate and restaurant franchise industries. She also has litigation experience in state and federal
courts and appellate experience before the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel for the Ninth Circuit Court of
Appeals, District Courts and the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. Prior to joining Dentons, Ms. Moy-
ron gained experience in complex and challenging chapter 11 cases at top-ranked national firms for
business restructuring and bankruptcy. She also served as a judicial and appellate law clerk to Hon.
Christopher M. Klein, Chief Judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of Califor-
nia and a former member of the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel of the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals.
Ms. Moyron received her B.A. in 1999 from the University of California, San Diego and her J.D. in
2004 from the University of the Pacific, McGeorge School of Law.

David M. Neff is a partner in the Chicago office of Perkins Coie LLP, where he focuses on both
litigation and transactions and represents debtors, lenders, individual creditors and creditors’
committees in all types of bankruptcies throughout the country. In 2012, he argued for the petitioner
in front of the U.S. Supreme Court in RadLAX Gateway Hotel v. Amalgamated Bank. That same year,
he also obtained a damage claim of almost $125 million for a client in the MSR Resorts bankruptcy
case after two trials. Mr. Neff is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and an adjunct
professor at Northwestern University Pritzker School of Law. He has been designated an Illinois Super
Lawyer from 2005-17, and Chambers USA has listed him as one of the leading Chicago bankruptcy
lawyers from 2007-17. Mr. Neff is a past president of the Chicago Bar Association Bankruptcies and
Reorganization Committee and has spoken often at the Norton Bankruptcy Litigation Institute and
for ABI. He has particular experience in the hotel industry, where he has represented major parties in
more than 50 hotel bankruptcy cases throughout the country and many out-of-court restructurings.
He also has a specialty in professional partnership dissolutions and bankruptcies and has represented
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five law firms in such matters. In addition, he has authored law review articles on hotel bankruptcies,
professional partnership bankruptcy and dissolution matters, and landlord/tenant bankruptcy issues.
Mr. Neff received his B.S. in journalism from Northwestern University in 1982 and his J.D.from
DePaul University College of Law in 1985.

Deborah J. Newman is a partner with Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan, LLP in New York,
where her practice focuses on bankruptcy-related litigation and complex commercial litigation. She
represents creditors, bondholders, indenture trustees, hedge funds, institutional investors, creditor
committees and debtors in the full range of complex litigation matters arising in the course of chapter
11 restructurings, cross-border insolvencies and other bankruptcy contexts, as well as other complex
commercial litigations occurring in state and federal courts. Ms. Newman has litigated some of the
most cutting-edge issues in bankruptcy litigation, including the treatment of original-issue discounts
under the Bankruptcy Code, the appropriate cramdown interest rate for a secured creditor, the
applicability of § 546(e) of the Bankruptcy Code to constructive fraudulent conveyance claims, and
individual creditors’ ability to pursue fraudulent conveyance actions following a debtor’s bankruptcy
filing. Ms. Newman also has wide-ranging experience in complex commercial litigation occurring
outside of the bankruptcy courts, including by recently obtaining a ruling from the First Department
of the Appellate Division of New York reversing a lower court decision and dismissing with prejudice
an action seeking more than $90 million. She was selected as a 2016 “Rising Star” in bankruptcy
litigation by Law360. Ms. Newman received her undergraduate degree from the University of
Michigan with honors in 1997 and her J.D. from Columbia University School of Law in 2002.

Michele Norris is an award-winning journalist with more than two decades of experience. She has
served as co-host of NPR’s news magazine All Things Considered, public radio’s longest-running
national program, and later spent time traveling the country and developing two successful initiatives:
The Race Card Project and NPR’s Backseat Book Club. As a Washington Post Opinions columnist,
Ms. Norris sparks important dialogue on current events, social issues and the power to make change
as she breaks down commonly held beliefs and attitudes on race, diversity and bias. She has received
many honors in journalism for her insights into American culture and social issues, including the
Peabody Award, the duPont Award, and Journalist of the Year by the National Association of Black
Journalists. She was recently named one of Essence magazine’s “25 Most Influential Black Ameri-
cans.” In September 2010, Ms. Norris published her first book, The Grace of Silence: A Memoir,
which focuses on how America talks about race in the wake of the Obama presidency, and how her
own complex legacy has shaped her dedication to informing others through sound and voice. She
received her undergraduate degree from the University of Wisconsin — Madison.

Hon. Cynthia A. Norton is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Missouri in Kansas
City, sworn in on Feb. 1, 2013. Prior to her appointment, she clerked for Hon. John E. Rees of the
Kansas Court of Appeals and Hon. James A. Pusateri, U.S. Bankruptcy Judge, and was a partner at
Lewis Rice & Fingersh in Kansas City before establishing her own law firm in 1995. As a member
of Grimes & Rebein, Judge Norton practiced in bankruptcy and related fields in Kansas and Missouri
until being sworn in as a bankruptcy judge in the Western District of Missouri. She is the recipient of
the Michael R. Roser Excellence in Bankruptcy Award and the Robert L. Gernon Award for Outstand-
ing Contribution to CLE, as well as a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy. Judge Norton
has authored numerous articles and seminar papers, and spoken at conferences all around the country.
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She received her B.A. in French and art history Phi Beta Kappa and summa cum laude from Kansas
University and her J.D. from the Kansas University Law School, where she was associate editor of
its law review.

Leo Oppenheimer is an associate in the Dallas office of Reid Collins & Tsai LLP. Prior to attend-
ing law school and joining the firm, he was an investment banking analyst at a private-equity firm,
where he gained experience in a range of industries, including transportation and logistics, oil and
gas, insurance, and banking. Mr. Oppenheimer co-authored ABI's Quick Evidence Handbook, Second
Edition (April 2018). He received his B.A. with honors in evolutionary biology from Columbia Col-
lege in 2010, and his J.D. with honors from Columbia Law School in May 2016, where he served as
managing editor of the Columbia Journal of Environmental Law and participated extensively in the
Columbia Environmental Litigation Clinic.

Donna T. Parkinson is an attorney with Parkinson Phinney in Sacramento, Calif., and has many
years of experience in bankruptcy and commercial insolvency law in both state and federal courts.
She has represented multi-state banking entities and large financial institutions, insurance companies
as lenders, landlords, trustees, creditors, creditors’ committees, governmental entities and national
wholesale companies, as well as individuals, addressing a wide range of complex bankruptcy and
commercial insolvency law issues. Recently, she represented the Stockton Police Officers Association
and Stockton Police Managers Association in the chapter 9 bankruptcy case of the City of Stockton.
Ms. Parkinson is Board Certified by the American Board of Certification in both Business Bankruptcy
Law and Creditors’ Rights Law, and is its current president. She is also certified by the California
State Board of Legal Specialization in bankruptcy law. Ms. Parkinson is rated AV-preeminent by
Martindale Hubbell. She is a former chair of the Insolvency Law Committee of the California State
Bar and is a past president of the Sacramento Valley Bankruptcy Forum and the Sacramento Valley
Receivers Forum, as well as representative to the California Bankruptcy Forum. Ms. Parkinson
served as a member of the Bankruptcy Attorney Advisory Committee for the Eastern District and on
the Attorney Advisory Committee for the Eastern District Court, and served two years as an at-large
Bar Council member for the Sacramento County Bar Association. A frequent lecturer on bankruptcy
and insolvency issues, she has been an adjunct professor at the University of the Pacific’s McGeorge
School of Law teaching advanced bankruptcy law. She also was a member of a panel that presented the
bi-annual Ninth Circuit Insolvency Law Update webinars and has written Insolvency Law Committee
e-Bulletins summarizing new cases. In addition, she also served multiple terms on the Sacramento
County Treasury Oversight Committee and chaired that organization in 2002. Ms. Parkinson is a
member of ABI and the Federal Bar Association, and is a founding editor of the Sacramento County
Bar Association’s newsletter on Bankruptcy and Commercial Law Developments. She received her
B.A. with honors from California State University in Sacramento and her J.D. in 1986 from the
University of California, where she was elected to the Order of the Coif.

William J. Perlstein is senior managing director and vice chair of Client Services at FTI Consulting,
Inc. in Washington, D.C., where he interfaces with and financial institution clients. He has spent 45
years in the legal profession as a practice leader, law firm managing partner, senior in-house coun-
sel, and outside consultant. After graduating from law school, Mr. Perlstein joined Wilmer, Cutler &
Pickering in Washington, D.C., where he was first exposed to the insolvency world working on the
Penn Central valuation case. After starting WCP’s national bankruptcy practice in 1981, he had major
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roles as debtor’s counsel or committee counsel in numerous chapter 11 cases. His professional service
included two terms as a director of ABI, several leadership positions on ABA’s Business Bankruptcy
Committee, and a major role in drafting several sections of the 1984 Bankruptcy Code revisions. Mr.
Perlstein is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, where he served as General Counsel to
the Board for more than 15 years and which awarded him its Distinguished Service Award in 2020.
He moved into law firm management in 1995 and became WCP’s managing partner in 1998, helping
to grow the firm from 260 lawyers to more than 500 in six years. He led the firm’s 2004 merger with
Hale and Dorr and served as WilmerHale’s co-managing partner until 2012. The American Lawyer
recognized his management contributions with its Distinguished Law Firm Leader Award in 2014.
Mr. Perlstein retired from WilmerHale in 2015 and joined BNY Mellon as senior deputy general coun-
sel, leading the legal teams supporting regulatory relations, government aftairs, corporate lending,
cybersecurity and corporate services. After helping lead the preparation of the Bank’s resolution plan
(“living will”), he interacted with regulators in the U.S., U.K., Europe and Asia on bank-resolution
issues. Mr. Perlstein has been a frequent speaker on law firm management issues and pro bono mat-
ters, and he served as a director of the Neighborhood Legal Services Program in Washington, D.C.
for more than 10 years. He received his undergraduate degree summa cum laude from Union College
in 1971, attended the London School of Economics from 1969-70, and received his J.D. from Yale
Law School in 1974, where he was managing editor of the Yale Law Journal. Following law school
he clerked for Hon. Marvin E. Frankel of the Southern District of New York from 1974-75.

Mark D. Podgainy, CTP is a managing director with Getzler Henrich & Associates LLC in New
York and has more than 20 years of experience working with healthy, underperforming and distressed
middle-market businesses, both as an advisor and as a member of the management team. He has
provided operations restructuring, business plan analysis, performance improvement, cash and
vendor management, bankruptcy consulting and interim-management services. Mr. Podgainy has
also worked with law firms on forensic and litigation support assignments in bankruptcy cases. His
clients have included business owners, boards of directors, private-equity firms, lenders, creditors’
committees and law firms, and he has worked primarily in the manufacturing and distribution,
consumer products, building products, food, hospitality, retail, apparel and textile, and real estate
sectors, among others. Mr. Podgainy also has experience with both the nonprofit and education sectors,
including ConnectEdu and The College of New Rochelle, and he has experience in successfully
guiding middle-market companies through the workout and restructuring processes, both in court
and out of court. He has served as CRO, interim CFO, treasurer or financial advisor in a variety of
companies and situations. Outcomes have included improved operational and financial performance,
successful reorganizations, enterprise and asset sales, wind-downs and liquidations. In each situation,
he has been able to address thorny financial, legal, organizational and governance issues to maximize
recoveries for the parties-in-interest. Mr. Podgainy is a board member of Neighborhood Housing
Services of New York City Inc., a nonprofit that revitalizes underserved neighborhoods, and the
New York City Chapter of the Turnaround Management Association. He is a member of ABI, the
Turnaround Management Association and the Cornell Hotel Society, and he has written frequently on
mergers and acquisitions, real estate and related topics for numerous industry trade publications. Mr.
Podgainy received his Bachelor’s degree from Cornell University’s School of Hotel Administration
and his M.B.A. from Columbia University.

Teadra Pugh is an analysis manager of bankruptcy at Bloomberg Law in Charlotte, N.C. She previ-
ously was an analyst at Seal Software, special counsel at Parker Poe Adams & Bernstein LLP, and a
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clerk for Chief Judge Laura T. Beyer of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Western District of North
Carolina. Ms. Pugh received her B.A. in history in 2003 from Spelman College and her J.D. in 2006
from Vanderbilt University Law School.

Shane G. Ramsey is a partner with Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough, LLP in Nashville, Tenn.,
and vice chair of its Bankruptcy and Financial Restructuring Practice Group. He regularly represents
committees of unsecured creditors, indenture trustees, secured creditors, unsecured creditors, bond-
holders, noteholders, liquidation trustees, plan administrators, disbursing agents and other entities in
bankruptcy reorganizations, liquidation proceedings and bankruptcy-related litigation. Mr. Ramsey
also has experience handling complex civil litigation matters in both state and federal courts and in
alternative dispute resolution settings, including arbitration and mediation. His business litigation
experience includes contract disputes, business torts, breach of fiduciary duties, officer and direc-
tor liabilities, and other general litigation matters. Mr. Ramsey is admitted to practice in Tennessee,
Florida and Georgia, and before the U.S. District Courts for the Middle, Northern and Southern Dis-
tricts of Florida, the Northern and Middle Districts of Georgia and the Eastern District of Michigan,
and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit. He is Board-Certified in Business Bankruptcy
Law, and is a member of ABI’s inaugural class of “40 Under 40” in 2017. Mr. Ramsey received his
B.A. magna cum laude in 2003 from the University of Tampa and his J.D. with high honors in 2006
from Florida State University College of Law, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif and
a senior articles editor of the Florida State University Law Review.

John Rao is an attorney with the National Consumer Law Center, Inc. in Boston, where he focuses
on consumer credit, mortgage servicing and bankruptcy issues, and he has served as a panelist and
instructor at numerous bankruptcy and consumer law trainings and conferences. He is a contributing
author and editor of NCLC's Consumer Bankruptcy Law and Practice, co-author of NCLC's Fore-
closures, and author of Bankruptcy Basics, Guide to Surviving Debt and NCLC Reports: Bankruptcy
and Foreclosures Edition. He is also a contributing author to Collier on Bankruptcy and a member of
its editorial board, as well as a contributing author to the Collier Bankruptcy Practice Guide, and has
authored articles for the ABI Journal. Mr. Rao served as a member of the federal Judicial Conference
Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy Rules from 2006-12, appointed by Chief Justice John Roberts,
and has served as an expert witness and testified before Congress on consumer matters. He is a con-
feree of the National Bankruptcy Conference, a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, board
member of the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys and the National Consumer
Bankruptcy Rights Center, and is a former ABI Board member. He has also served as an adjunct
faculty member at Boston College School of Law. Mr. Rao is a graduate of Boston University and
received his J.D. from the University of California.

Prof. Nancy B. Rapoport is the Garman Turner Gordon Professor of Law at the William S. Boyd
School of Law, University of Nevada, Las Vegas, and an Affiliate Professor of Business Law and Eth-
ics in the Lee Business School at UNLV. Her specialties are bankruptcy ethics, ethics in governance,
law firm behavior, and the depiction of lawyers in popular culture. Previously, she clerked for Hon.
Joseph T. Sneed III on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit following law school, then
practiced primarily bankruptcy law with Morrison & Foerster in San Francisco from 1986-91. Prof.
Rapoport started her academic career at The Ohio State University College of Law in 1991, and she
moved from assistant professor to associate professor with tenure in 1995 to associate dean for Stu-
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dent Affairs (1996) and professor (1998), just as she left Ohio State to become dean and professor of
law at the University of Nebraska College of Law from 1998-2000. She then served as dean and pro-
fessor of law at the University of Houston Law Center from July 2000-May 2006 and as professor of
law from June 2006-June 2007, when she left to join the faculty at Boyd. She served as interim dean
of Boyd from 2012-13, as senior advisor to the president of UNLV from 2014-15, as acting executive
vice president and provost from 2015-16, as acting senior vice president for Finance and Business
(for July and August 2017), and as special counsel to the president from May 2016-June 2018. Prof.
Rapoport is admitted to the bars of the states of California, Ohio, Nebraska, Texas and Nevada and of
the U.S. Supreme Court. In 2001, she was elected to membership in the American Law Institute, and
in 2002, she received a Distinguished Alumna Award from Rice University. In 2017, she was inducted
into Phi Kappa Phi (Chapter 100). She is a Fellow of the American Bar Foundation and of the Ameri-
can College of Bankruptcy. In 2009, the Association of Media and Entertainment Counsel presented
her with the Public Service Counsel Award at the 4th Annual Counsel of the Year Awards. In 2017,
she received the Commercial Law League of America’s Lawrence P. King Award for Excellence in
Bankruptcy, and in 2018, she was one of the recipients of the NAACP Legacy Builder Awards (Las
Vegas Branch #1111). She has served as the fee examiner or as chair of the fee review committee in
such large bankruptcy cases as Zetta Jet, Toys 'R Us, Caesars, Station Casinos, Pilgrim’s Pride and
Mirant. Prof. Rapoport appeared in the Academy Award®-nominated movie Enron: The Smartest
Guys in the Room (Magnolia Pictures 2005) as herself. She received her B.A. summa cum laude from
Rice University in 1982 and her J.D. from Stanford Law School in 1985.

N. Neville Reid is a capital partner with Fox, Swibel, Levin & Carroll, LLP in Chicago and co-
chairs its Bankruptcy, Restructuring & Creditors’ Rights Group. His principal expertise is advising
companies, lenders, receivers, trustees, investors and other clients on a wide array of insolvency-
related issues, including restructuring corporations and their relationships with creditors, advising
lenders on restructuring loans with distressed borrowers, and structuring acquisitions of distressed
assets for investors. Mr. Reid has more than 30 years of experience in this area, including 25 years
as a bankruptcy trustee who is frequently appointed by bankruptcy judges to investigate fraudulent
transactions and liquidate assets in bankruptcy cases for the benefit of creditors. He also has served
as a receiver appointed by the SEC in a Ponzi scheme case currently pending in Chicago. Mr. Reid is
currently president of the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees, and in 2017 he received the
Illinois Harvard Law Society’s Role Model Award. He has been rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-
Hubbell and named to the /llinois Super Lawyers and Leading Lawyers lists. Mr. Reid received both
his B.A. magna cum laude and J.D. from Harvard.

Keri L. Riley is a partner with Kutner Brinen Dickey Riley, P.C. in Denver, where she focuses pri-
marily in the areas of bankruptcy and insolvency law. She has represented debtors and creditors in all
aspects of bankruptcy cases, including complex chapter 11 reorganizations and liquidations, chapter 7
cases, adversary proceedings, and appeals to the Tenth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel and Tenth
Circuit Court of Appeals. Prior to joining the firm, Ms. Riley clerked for the Colorado Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office, where she worked with the Consumer Protection Services Department, advocating for
the rights of consumers who were subjected to illegal business practices. Her commitment to her cli-
ents has continued to earn her recognition in the legal community following graduation, and she has
been selected as a “Rising Star” by Super Lawyers every year since 2018. In addition, she has been
active in helping the survivors of human trafficking rebuild their financial lives through her continued
pro bono work with the Alliance to Lead Impact in Global Human Trafficking. Ms. Riley received
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her J.D. with honors from the University of Denver, Sturm College of Law and was a member of the
DU National Trial Team and ABA Appellate Advocacy Team, where she won multiple awards for her
advocacy skills.

Grace E. Robson is a partner in the Fort Lauderdale, Fla., office of Markowitz Ringel Trusty &
Hartog, P.A. She is a Board-Certified bankruptcy attorney with more than 17 years of experience rep-
resenting corporate debtors, trade and institutional creditors, trustees, receivers and creditors’ com-
mittees. Ms. Robson focuses her practice on corporate reorganization and bankruptcy, debtor/creditor
relations and litigation. She has been involved in all facets of reorganization-related representations,
including pre-filing consultation, filing complex corporate bankruptcy cases, post-bankruptcy financ-
ing, and asset-purchase agreements. Ms. Robson contributed to ABI’s publication /ndividual Chapter
11 (2018) and has written articles for the ABI Journal. She is a member of the American Bar Asso-
ciation and co-chairs its Pro Bono Services Subcommittee of the Business Bankruptcy Committee
for the Business Law Section, and she is a member of The Florida Bar’s Business Law Section, the
Bankruptcy Bar Association of the Souther District of Florida, ABI, and the Broward County Bar
Association and Broward County Women’s Law Association, among other affiliations. Ms. Robson
is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification and has been
listed in The Best Lawyers in America annually since 2013. She received her B.A. cum laude from the
State University of New York at Albany in 1994 and her J.D. from the Benjamin N. Cardozo School
of Law in 1997.

William J. Rochelle, III is ABI’s Editor-at-Large and resides in Santa Fe, N.M. Previously, he pub-
lished for Bloomberg from 2007-15. Prior to his second career in journalism, Mr. Rochelle practiced
bankruptcy law for 35 years, including 17 years as a partner in the New York office of Fulbright &
Jaworski LLP. In addition to writing, he travels the country for ABI, speaking to bar groups and pro-
fessional organizations on hot topics in the turnaround community and trends in consumer bankrupt-
cies. Mr. Rochelle earned his undergraduate and law degrees from Columbia University, where he
was a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar.

Michael A. Sabella is an associate with BakerHostetler in New York, where he focuses his practice
on the areas of bankruptcy, restructuring, creditors’ rights and complex commercial litigation. He as-
sists debtors, creditors and interested parties in a variety of industries on all aspects of representation
on bankruptcy issues, including corporate insolvencies, claims recovery, secured transactions, real
estate and international insolvency. Mr. Sabella has presented on, and written about, a wide range
of bankruptcy issues, including case-specific appellate decisions, preference issues, and interpreta-
tions of sections of the Bankruptcy Code. He also defends corporate officers and directors against
litigation challenging their actions and roles in connection with the management and operations of
their companies, handling all stages of discovery, motion practice, litigation, mediation and settle-
ment negotiations in these cases. Mr. Sabella assists pro bono clients with LGBTQ+ impact litigation
and representation, asylum applications, post-conviction relief, and amicus briefs for different hu-
man rights and interest groups. He received Chambers USA’s Diversity and Inclusion Award: Future
Leader - LGBT+ Equality in 2019, has been listed as one of the “Best LGBTQ+ Lawyers Under 40”
for 2019 by the National LGBT Bar Association, and has been listed as a New York Super Lawyers
“Rising Star” since 2015. Mr. Sabella is admitted to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court, the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit, and the U.S. District Courts for the Eastern and Southern
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Districts of New York and the District of New Jersey. He received his B.A. magna cum laude in
2004 from Muhlenberg College, his J.D. in 2007 from St. John’s University School of Law, where he
served as associate managing editor of the ABI Law Review, and his LL.M. in bankruptcy from St.
John’s University School of Law in 2009.

Dr. Sam Schulhofer-Wohl is senior vice president and director of financial policy with the Fed-
eral Reserve Bank of Chicago, where he oversees its insurance and financial markets teams and
its financial stability council. He also serves as a liaison to the New York Fed’s market operations,
monitoring and analysis (MOMA) group and on the Chicago Fed’s loan committee. Mr. Schulhofer-
Wohl’s research has been published in the Journal of Political Economy, Quantitative Economics,
Demography, the Review of Economic Dynamics and the Journal of Labor Economics, among other
journals. He joined the Chicago Fed in 2016 as a senior economist and research advisor from the
Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis, where he was senior vice president and director of research.
He also has been an assistant professor of economics and public affairs at Princeton University and
has taught economics at the University of Minnesota and Macalester College. He has a background
in journalism and worked at daily newspapers in Illinois, Alabama and Wisconsin. Mr. Schulhofer-
Wohl received his B.A. in physics from Swarthmore College and his Ph.D. in economics from the
University of Chicago.

E. Patrick Shea is a partner with Gowling WLG International Ltd. in Toronto, where he practices
commercial law with a focus on commercial insolvency. He is a certified specialist in bankruptcy and
insolvency law and has acted for a variety of clients in large corporate restructurings and insolvency
matters across many industries. He is also one of less than a dozen lawyers to be certified by the Law
Society of Upper Canada as a specialist in bankruptcy and insolvency law, and in 2015 was awarded
the Law Society Medal, the highest award that the Law Society of Upper Canada can confer on a
member. Mr. Shea has acted for a variety of clients in large corporate restructuring and insolvency
matters in the entertainment, retail, automotive, airline, food and beverage, pharmaceutical and other
industrial sectors. He has also acted as an outside advisor/consultant to the Canadian and Jamaican
governments on the reform of their insolvency legislation. A former chair of the Canadian Bar Asso-
ciation’s Insolvency Section, Mr. Shea currently sits as a member of the Canadian Bar Association’s
Legislation and Law Reform Committee and the National Sections’ Council. He is also vice-chair of
the Ontario Bar Association’s Insolvency Section. Mr. Shea has served as a reserve officer and pilot/
instructor with the Canadian Forces, and has been awarded the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee
Medal and the Canadian Minister of Veterans Affairs Commendation. In 2013, he was inducted as
a member of the Most Venerable Order of the Hospital of Saint John of Jerusalem by the Governor
General on behalf of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. Mr. Shea sits on the board of a number of
nonprofit companies and is a governor and vice-chair of the Air Cadet League of Canada, Ontario
Provincial Committee, the Canadian Government’s partner in the Royal Canadian Air Cadet program.
He received his B.A. with distinction from Carleton University and his LL.N. cum laude from the
University of Ottawa.

Andrew H. Sherman is a member of Sills Cummis & Gross P.C. in Newark, N.J., and chairs its
Creditors’ Rights/Bankruptcy Reorganization practice group. He has represented clients in a broad
range of complex business reorganizations, debt restructurings and insolvency matters throughout the
country. In addition to advising companies experiencing financial difficulties, Mr. Sherman routinely
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represents lenders and other parties in financings and acquisitions involving troubled companies. He
has focused his practice on representing investment management firms in debt-restructuring matters,
commercial workouts and chapter 11 cases in such cases as Motor Coach Industries Int’l Inc. and
Marcal Paper Mills Inc. He has also represented unsecured creditors’ committees in 15 recent hos-
pital bankruptcy cases, and has represented parties in significant commercial litigation in the New
York and New Jersey federal and state courts. Previously, Mr. Sherman was associated with Parker
Chapin Flattau & Klimpl, LLP in New York City. He is a member of the American, New York and
Essex County Bar Associations, ABI and the Turnaround Management Association, and he is a for-
mer master of the Bankruptcy Inn of Court. He is admitted to practice in New York and New Jersey,
before the U.S. District Courts for the District of New Jersey and the Southern, Northern and Eastern
Districts of New York, and before the U.S. Third Circuit Court of Appeals and the U.S. Supreme
Court. Mr. Sherman is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell and has been listed in Chambers USA, The
Best Lawyers in America, ILFR1000 and New Jersey Super Lawyers, and was selected in 2018 as of
the New Jersey Law Journal’s “Jersey Dealmakers of the Year.” He received his A.B. from Cornell
University in 1988 and his J.D. from Cardozo School of Law in 1991.

Bill Shuster is a senior policy advisor with Squire Patton Boggs in its Washington, D.C., office,
where he provides strategic advice and consulting to clients on a wide range of public policy matters,
including transportation, infrastructure and local governments. During his tenure in the U.S. House
of Representatives, he was devoted to fostering, promoting and expanding economic opportunities
across the country. A former chairman of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, he
earned a reputation for effectively working across the aisle to improve America’s infrastructure. Con-
gressman Shuster represented the people of Pennsylvania’s 9th Congressional District in Congress
for more than 17 years, first elected in 2001, and served on the House Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture Committee, becoming chairman of that committee in 2013 after previously serving as chairman
of the Subcommittee on Economic Development, Public Buildings and Emergency Management, and
then as chairman of the Subcommittee on Railroads, Pipelines, and Hazardous Materials. In this role,
he spearheaded legislation aimed at strengthening U.S. infrastructure, including the Fixing America’s
Surface Transportation Act, the Passenger Rail Reform and Investment Act, the Protecting our Infra-
structure of Pipelines and Enhancing Safety Act, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Reau-
thorization Act of 2018 and multiple Water Resources Developments Act and authorizations of the
U.S. Coast Guard. Prior to becoming chairman, Congressman Shuster’s accomplishments included
the successful passage of the Pipeline Safety, Regulatory Certainty, and Job Creation Act and the Pas-
senger Rail Investment and Improvement Act. He served on the Select Bipartisan Committee to In-
vestigate the Preparation for and Response to Hurricane Katrina, and he was a member of the House
Committee on Armed Services and its Subcommittee on Emerging Threats and Capabilities. Before
serving in Congress, Congressman Shuster developed experience in the private sector, working in
marketing and management for the Goodyear Tire and Rubber Corp. and for Bandag Inc. as district
manager. He then became the successful small business owner and operator of an automobile dealer-
ship in East Freedom, Pa. He is the son of former Congressman Bud Shuster. Congressman Shuster
received his B.A. in 1983 from Dickinson College and his M.B.A. in 1987 from American University.

Hon. A. Thomas Small is a retired U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of North Carolina
in Durham. He served from 1982-2009, and as Chief Judge from 1992-99 and 2006-07). He was
recalled from 2013-14. Judge Small chaired the U.S. Judicial Conference Advisory Committee on
Bankruptcy Rules from 2000-04, of which he was a member from 1996-99. In addition, he was Bank-
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ruptcy Judge Representative to the U.S. Judicial Conference from 2004-07 and a member of the U.S.
Judicial Conference Long Range Planning Committee from 1991-96. Judge Small was president of
the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges from 2000-01 and chairman of the NCBJ Endowment
for Education from 1993-94. He also served as a board member of the Federal Judicial Center from
1997-2001, on ABI’s Board of Directors from 1989-95, and on the board of directors of the American
College of Bankruptcy from 2002-05. He has been a member of the National Bankruptcy Conference
since 2006. Judge Small has served on the board of editors of Collier on Bankruptcy since 2007 and
was a contributing editor to Norton Bankruptcy Law and Practice from 1987-95. He received his
A.B. from Duke University and his J.D. from Wake Forest University School of Law.

Hon. Christopher S. Sontchi is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Delaware in Wilm-
ington, initially appointed in 2006, and is a frequent speaker in the U.S. and abroad on issues relating
to corporate reorganizations. He also is a Lecturer in Law at The University of Chicago Law School
and teaches corporate bankruptcy to international judges through the auspices of the World Bank and
INSOL International. Judge Sontchi is a member of the International Insolvency Institute, Judicial
Insolvency Network, National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, ABI and INSOL International. He
was recently appointed to the International Advisory Council of the Singapore Global Restructuring
Initiative and the Founders” Committee of The University of Chicago Law School’s Center on Law
and Finance. Judge Sontchi has published articles on creditors’ committees, valuation, asset sales
and safe harbors. Prior to his appointment, he was in private practice, representing a wide variety
of nationally based enterprises with diverse interests in most of the larger chapter 11 reorganization
proceedings filed in Delaware. Judge Sontchi served on the ABI Commission to Study the Reform
of Chapter 11’s Financial Contracts, Derivatives and Safe Harbors Committee and testified on safe
harbors for financial contracts before the Subcommittee on Regulatory Reform, Commercial and An-
titrust Law of the House Committee on the Judiciary. Following law school, Judge Sontchi clerked
for Hon. Joseph T. Walsh in the Delaware Supreme Court. He received his B.A. Phi Beta Kappa with
distinction in political science from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and his J.D. from
the University of Chicago Law School.

Cullen Drescher Speckhart is a partner with Cooley LLP in Washington, D.C., and chair of the
firm’s business restructuring & reorganization practice. She has experience in corporate restructuring
and financial litigation across a broad range of industries, and she represents a wide range of parties
to insolvency proceedings, including debtors, creditors, creditors’ committees, trustees and foreign
representatives. Ms. Speckhart has represented clients in some of the largest bankruptcy cases filed.
She has led numerous engagements in the energy sector, representing clients in various roles. In ad-
dition to her work in significant bankruptcy matters, Ms. Speckhart provides tactical guidance to cor-
porations in all aspects of solvency strategy, contingency planning, risk-mitigation and portfolio im-
provement through acquisitions and sales of assets and other distressed transactions. In this role, she
advises public and private companies, including high-growth firms, in devising proactive approaches
to the expansion and protection of valuable business resources. Ms. Speckhart has presented to na-
tional audiences on various legal considerations, including those surrounding corporate insolvencies,
banking technologies and regulatory compliance. In 2017, she was honored as one of ABI’s inaugural
“40 Under 40,” and in 2015, she co-authored ABI’s Chapter 15 for Foreign Debtors. Ms. Speckhart
serves on the advisory board of the Institute for Restructuring Studies at the University of Pennsyl-
vania. Before entering private practice, she clerked for Hon. Stephen C. St. John, Chief Judge of the
U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of Virginia. During law school, she was the first-prize
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winner of ABI’s inaugural Bankruptcy Law Student Writing Competition and the first law student
ever to receive the Thatcher Prize for Excellence, which is presented annually to a William & Mary
graduate student of outstanding scholarship, service and character. Ms. Speckhart received her B.A.
in politics and economics from Georgetown University and her J.D. from the College of William &
Mary, Marshall-Wythe School of Law, and she is a candidate for an ALM in management and a Pro-
fessional Certificate in Corporate Finance from the Harvard Extension School at Harvard University.

E. Stewart Spielman is a partner with Hinshaw & Culbertson LLP in New Orleans and handles
complex commercial loan workouts, restructurings, modifications and enforcement matters on behalf
of institutional lenders, nontraditional investors and equity funds. With wide-ranging experience in
the credit arena, he routinely negotiates forbearances, amendments, extensions, waivers and recapi-
talizations of distressed commercial financing relationships secured by many types of collateral. He
also advises creditors on a variety of issues pertaining to their real estate loans, vessel loans, agented
and syndicated loans, commercial and industrial loans, SBA/USDA-guaranteed loans, asset-based
loans, and related products most often in the middle market. His practice also encompasses wholesale
automotive and equipment floorplan financing. Mr. Spielman is certified as a Business Bankruptcy
Specialist by both the American Board of Certification and the Louisiana Board of Legal Specializa-
tion. He received his B.S. in psychology in 2000 from Louisiana State University and his J.D. and
Maritime Law Certificate from Tulane University Law School in 2003.

Prof. Amir Sufi is the Bruce Lindsay Professor of Economics and Public Policy at the University of
Chicago Booth School of Business in Chicago. He is also a research associate at the National Bu-
reau of Economic Research. He serves as an associate editor for the American Economic Review, the
Journal of Finance and the Quarterly Journal of Economics. Prof. Sufi was awarded the 2017 Fischer
Black Prize by the American Finance Association, given biennially to the top financial economics
scholar under the age of 40. His research focuses on finance and macroeconomics, and his research
on household debt and the economy forms the basis of a book he co-authored, House of Debt: How
They (and You) Caused the Great Recession and How We Can Prevent It from Happening Again,
which was published by the University of Chicago Press in 2014. Prof. Sufi joined the Chicago Booth
faculty in 2005. He received his B.S. in economics from Georgetown University’s Walsh School
of Foreign Service in 1999 and his Ph.D. in economics in 2005 from the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, where he was awarded the Solow Endowment Prize for Graduate Student Excellence in
Teaching and Research.

Virginia Tate, CFE, CIRA, EA is president of FAI International in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, and has
experience in bookkeeping, tax, forensic, audit, restructuring and fraud examination accounting
methods. She also has experience in human resources and holds certifications in taxation, fraud and
insolvency accounting. Ms. Tate is a member of ABI’s Commercial Fraud Committee. She received
her B.S. in business administration with a focus on accounting from the University of Washington.

Gregory M. Taube is a partner with Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP in Atlanta, where he
primarily represents lenders in litigation in state and federal courts, including bankruptcy courts. He
is admitted to practice in Georgia and Alabama. Mr. Taube is an active member of ABI and serves
as co-chair of its Ethics and Professional Compensation Committee. He also regularly writes and
speaks on bankruptcy and creditors’ rights issues, and currently serves as vice chair of the board of
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the Bankruptcy Section of the Atlanta Bar Association. Prior to joining Nelson Mullins, Mr. Taube
clerked for U.S. District Judge Daniel H. Thomas of the Southern District of Alabama and U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Judge James S. Sledge of the Northern District of Alabama. He received his B.A. cum laude in
English in 1988 from the University of South Alabama, and his J.D. summa cum laude in 1993 from
the University of Alabama School of Law, where he was admitted to the Order of the Coif, was on
the Campbell Moot Court Board and Jessup Moot Court Team, and was editor of the Journal of the
Legal Profession.

Meredith R. Theisen is a partner with Rubin & Levin in Indianapolis, where she concentrates her
practice in the areas of bankruptcy, bankruptcy litigation, debtors’ and creditors’ rights, business rep-
resentation, secured transactions, real estate sales, state court receiverships, commercial litigation,
and bankruptcy trustee and state court receiver representation. Her bankruptcy practice includes rep-
resenting individuals, businesses, debtors and creditors in chapter 7, 11, 12 and 13 bankruptcy cases,
out-of-court debt restructurings, receivership actions and litigation matters. Ms. Theisen has served as
counsel to individuals and businesses reorganizing in chapter 11 cases or liquidating in complex chap-
ter 7 cases. She also has extensive experience representing bankruptcy trustees in both chapter 7 and
11 cases. Throughout her practice, Ms. Theisen has developed expertise in asset-protection, business
liquidation and wind-downs, property acquisition through § 363 sales, lease assignments through the
§ 365 assumption-an- assignment process, and defending preference/fraudulent conveyance actions
and nondischargeability actions. Much of her representation includes providing proactive counsel to
businesses as she helps identify and minimize potential issues that could negatively impact opera-
tions. She also helps new business owners form business entities, choose the best entity type based
on their needs, and assist with start-up compliance issues so that new ventures will be on a firm legal
ground for success. Ms. Theisen was named an “Indiana Rising Star” in 2021 and is an active member
of the Indianapolis Bar Association, for which she currently chairs the Executive Committee of its
Commercial & Bankruptcy Law Section. She is also an active member of the Indiana State Bar, for
which she currently serves as a councilmember for its Bankruptcy & Creditors’ Rights Section. Ms.
Theisen received her B.S. in consumer science from the University of Wisconsin at Madison in 2006
and her J.D. cum laude from the Thomas M. Cooley School of Law in 2009, where she served as as-
sociate editor of the Thomas M. Cooley Law Review and was a graduate/research assistant.

Elizabeth B. Vandesteeg, CIPP is a partner in the Financial Services & Restructuring Group at Lev-
enfeld Pearlstein in Chicago, where she focuses on identifying risk exposure and mitigating liability
for clients, with a concentration in the areas of bankruptcy, creditors’ rights, commercial litigation,
and data security and privacy. She represents secured creditors, debtors, unsecured creditors, credi-
tors’ committees, landlords and shareholders in bankruptcy courts throughout U.S., as well as clients
in civil litigation in federal and state courts. Her passion is helping clients identify and resolve poten-
tial problems related to creditors’ rights, troubled businesses, bankruptcy and workouts, and business
disputes. Ms. Vandesteeg advises clients on cybersecurity and privacy compliance and regulatory
issues. She also guides clients in developing and implementing information security programs that
are reasonable and appropriate for their specific business needs and risks, as well as advising them in
responding to data breaches, and was instrumental in launching the ABI Journal’s Cyber U column.
Previously, Ms. Vandesteeg was with Sugar Felsenthal Grais & Helsinger LLP, where she was a part-
ner and member of the firm’s Executive Committee. She received her B.A. from Columbia University
and her J.D. from Boston College.
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Hon. Mary F. Walrath is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Delaware in Wilmington,
appointed in 1998. She served as Chief Bankruptcy Judge from 2003-08. Judge Walrath previously
clerked for Hon. Emil F. Goldhaber, Chief Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania,
and was an attorney at Clark Ladner Fortenbaugh & Young in Philadelphia, concentrating in the areas
of debtor/creditor rights and commercial litigation. In addition to speaking at numerous bankruptcy
educational programs and panels throughout the country, Judge Walrath is a founding member and
co-president of the Delaware Bankruptcy American Inn of Court, a member of the Delaware Chapter
of the International Women'’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC), a member of ABI
and a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy. She is also an editor of the Rutter Group
Bankruptcy Practice Guide. Judge Walrath is active in the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges
(NCBJ), having served on its Board of Governors from 2007-12, as secretary from 2013-14, as chair
of its Education Committee from 2014-15 and as president from 2016-17. Judge Walrath served as
an associate editor and then business manager of the American Bankruptcy Law Journal from 2009-
15. She also testified before the House Judiciary Committee on H.R. 1667, the Financial Institution
Bankruptcy Act of 2017. Judge Walrath received her A.B. in history from Princeton University and
earned her J.D. cum laude from Villanova University, where she was a member of the Villanova Law
Review and was awarded the Order of the Coif.

Hon. Madeleine C. Wanslee is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Arizona in Phoenix,
sworn in on March 17, 2014. Previously, she was an associate and then partner at Gust Rosenfeld,
PLC, where she was active in the firm’s management committee and co-chaired the firm’s bankruptcy
practice group. Her practice focused on bankruptcy and creditors’ rights, and she represented small
businesses, financial institutions, corporations and state agencies. While in private practice, Judge
Wanslee was a certified bankruptcy specialist. She also argued a number of appeals, including United
Student Aid Funds Inc. v. Espinosa before the U.S. Supreme Court. Judge Wanslee is a member of
the Ninth Circuit Bankruptcy Education Committee and chairs Arizona’s Bankruptcy Court local
rules committee. She is a charter member and past president of the Arizona Bankruptcy American
Inn of Court and is past chair of the Ninth Circuit Bankruptcy Judges Education Committee, the
Ninth Circuit Lawyer Representatives Coordinating Committee, the Arizona Lawyer Representatives
and the Bankruptcy Section of the State Bar of Arizona. She also served on the American Board of
Certification’s Standards Committee and on the Arizona State Bar’s Bankruptcy Advisory Committee,
which both certify bankruptcy specialists. Judge Wanslee received her B.F.A. and B.A. from the
University of Arizona and her J.D. from Gonzaga University School of Law, where she served as a
writer and executive editor of the Gonzaga Law Review. Following law school, she clerked for Chief
Bankruptcy Judge Robert C. Jones of the District of Nevada.

Daniel Waxman is senior vice president and general counsel at KEWA Financial Inc. in Lexington,
Ky., a financial services company in the specialty surety bonding market. Prior to joining KEWA,
he spent 12 years as a partner at mid-size regional law firm, where he primarily represented debtors,
secured creditors and other parties-in-interest in chapter 11 bankruptcy cases. Mr. Waxman continues
to represent KEWA and its subsidiaries in restructuring matters, with a focus on the energy sector. He
has been named a Kentucky Super Lawyer in bankruptcy each year since 2013 and co-chairs ABI’s
Health Care Committee. Mr. Waxman is a regular presenter at restructuring and/or energy confer-
ences and is the author of numerous articles on restructuring topics. A native of Hamilton, Ont., he
received his B.A. in political science and government from McMaster University in 2004 and his J.D.
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magna cum laude from the University of Kentucky College of Law in 2008, where he was admitted
to the Order of the Coif.

Lindsi M. Weber is a shareholder in the Phoenix office of Polsinelli PC, where she focuses on bank-
ruptcy and financial restructuring issues on behalf of chapter 11 debtors, unsecured creditors’ com-
mittees, secured creditors or parties to bankruptcy litigation. Active in the bankruptcy community, she
is a past board member of the Maricopa County Bar Association Bankruptcy Section and past presi-
dent of the NextGen Emerging Leaders Board of the Turnaround Management Association’s Arizona
Chapter. She also participated as a member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges’ Next
Generation program in 2017 and was a member of the 2019 class of ABI’s “40 Under 40” In addition
to her time in the bankruptcy courts, Ms. Weber also assists clients with complex, commercial and
business litigation matters in both state and federal courts. She has been a Fellow of the American
Bar Foundation since 2020, is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell, and is listed in 7he Best
Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law
(2019-21) and in Southwest Super Lawyers for 2020. In addition, she received the “Turnaround of the
Year Award” by the Turnaround Management Association’s Arizona Chapter in 2012 and the Mathe-
son Service Award in 2007, and she is on the Pro Bono Honor Roll with the U.S. Bankruptcy Court
for the District of Arizona. Mr. Weber received her B.A. in business management with honors in 2001
from the University of Puget Sound and her J.D. magna cum laude from Arizona State University’s
Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law in 2007, where she was admitted to the Order of the Barristers
and Order of the Coif, was a Pedrick Scholar, was a National Environmental Moot Court member
and received the Editor’s Award in 2007 for her work on the Arizona State University Law Journal.

Erica S. Weisgerber is counsel in the Litigation Department of Debevoise & Plimpton LLP in New
York, where she focuses her practice on a wide range of complex commercial litigation with an em-
phasis on bankruptcy litigation and antitrust matters. Her bankruptcy experience includes a range
of debtor and creditor representations, adversary proceedings and contested matters in cases under
chapters 11 and 15 of the U.S. Bankruptcy Code and cross-border insolvency proceedings, includ-
ing extensive experience litigating clawback claims arising out of domestic and international insol-
vencies. Ms. Weisgerber has advised clients on restructuring- and litigation-related issues arising in
bankruptcy cases, out-of-court restructurings and other distressed situations across a diverse range of
industries. She also regularly represents investment banks in their retentions by major constituencies
in chapter 11 proceedings. Ms. Weisgerber was recognized in 2020 by Turnarounds & Workouts in
its annual list of 12 Outstanding Young Restructuring Lawyers in the United States and was honored
as one of ABI’s 2020 Class of “40 Under 40.” Her antitrust litigation practice encompasses a wide
range of complex civil antitrust litigation, including class and individual actions addressing a range of
issues and claims. She has represented plaintiffs and defendants in all phases of the litigation process,
from pre-complaint investigations and negotiations through trial and appeal, including clients in the
pharmaceutical, health care, technology, financial and freight forwarding industries. Ms. Weisgerber
is ranked as a leading antitrust lawyer by Chambers USA (2020) and The Legal 500 US (2020). Her
broader commercial litigation practice also includes significant experience in federal and state courts
litigating class actions and antitrust and mass tort litigations. She also maintains an active pro bono
practice and is a 2012 and 2013 recipient of The Legal Aid Society’s Pro Bono Publico Award for
outstanding service to The Legal Aid Society and its clients. She has also been recognized as Empire
State Counsel by the New York State Bar Association for her pro bono contributions. Ms. Weisgerber
is a member of the Bar of New York and is admitted to appear before the U.S. District Courts for the
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Southern and Eastern Districts of New York; the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the Second, Third and
Tenth Circuits; and the U.S. Supreme Court. She is a member of the New York State Bar Association,
for which she serves on the executive committee of its Antitrust Section, and is a member of ABI
and the Turnaround Management Association, for which she serves on its NextGen Committee. She
is also an active member of the American Bar Association’s Antitrust Section and Litigation Section.
Ms. Weisgerber serves as an editor of the Antitrust Law Journal and is also a vice chair of the Antitrust
Section’s Legislation Committee. She is also a member of the International Women’s Insolvency &
Restructuring Confederation and the National Association of Women Lawyers, for which she serves
as co-chair of its Membership Committee. She also serves as an editor-in-chief of the Debevoise
Women's Review and is co-editor of the ABA Antitrust Section’s State Action Practice Manual. Ms.
Weisgerber previously clerked for the Hon. Joseph Bianco of the U.S. District Court for the Eastern
District of New York. She received her A.B. magna cum laude from Georgetown University in 2005
and her J.D. magna cum laude from Georgetown University Law Center in 2008.

Hon. Michael E. Wiles is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of New York in New
York, sworn in on March 3, 2015. Previously, he was a partner with Debevoise & Plimpton LLP,
where he focused on general commercial litigation and bankruptcy. Judge Wiles co-authored the Col-
lier Business Workout Guide (Mathew Bender 2007) and has appeared on panels organized by the
Association of the Bar of the City of New York, the American College of Investment Council and oth-
ers to discuss current issues in bankruptcy litigation. He is also a member of the Committee on Bank-
ruptcy and Reorganization of the Association of the Bar of the City of New York. His publications
and written CLE materials include “May Parties Consent to Bankruptcy Court Adjudication of ‘Stern
Claims’” (September 2014) (presented at a continuing legal education session at the Association of
the Bar of the City of New York); “Ponzi Schemes and Avoidance Actions: 3 Issues,” Law360 (March
7,2011); “The Good Faith Defense to Fraudulent Transfer Claims” (December 2010) (presented at a
continuing legal education session at the Association of the Bar of the City of New York); and “At the
Crossroads: The Intersection of the Federal Securities Laws and the Bankruptcy Code,” The Business
Lawyer (November 2007). Judge Wiles received his A.B. from Georgetown University in 1975 and
his J.D. from Yale Law School in 1978.

Grayson Williams is a clerk with the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District of Texas in
Dallas. He previously was an articles editor for the International Law Review Association. Mr. Wil-
liams received his B.A. in philosophy from Texas A&M University in 2017 and his J.D. in 2020 from
Southern Methodist University.

Prof. Jack F. Williams, CIRA, CTP, CDBYV is a principal and practice leader in the Forensic,
Litigation, and Valuation Services Group with Baker Tilly Virchow and Krause, LLP in Atlanta. He
also is a tenured professor at Georgia State University College of Law and the Middle East Studies
Institute in Atlanta, and he serves as an adjunct professor at St. John’s University School of Law. In
addition, he has been a visiting professor at Cardozo Law School, University of Georgia, New York
Law School and St. John’s University. Prof. Williams’s experience and areas of practice and aca-
demic interest include bankruptcy and business reorganizations, commercial lending, capital markets,
mergers and acquisitions, business valuations in dispute, forensic accounting, complex commercial
damages models, corporate finance, energy and natural resources, fraud and anti-corruption, Islamic
banking and finance, taxation, public finance, real estate, and law and statistics. He has served as an
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instructor to attorneys in the Office of Chief Counsel, Internal Revenue Service, as part of the New
York University School of Law/IRS Continuing Professional Education Program; to attorneys in the
U.S. Department of Justice; to attorneys and other professionals in the Office of the U.S. Trustee; to
attorneys and enforcement personnel at the SEC and EPA; and to law enforcement at the FLETC.
He has also testified before U.S House and Senate committees and subcommittees. Prof. Williams
was awarded the Kroll Zolfo Cooper Randy Waits Award — Gold Medal for the highest score on the
national CIRA examination. He is a member of the board of advisors of the St. John’s University
School of Law LL.M. Program in Bankruptcy and of the Board of Advisors of the American Bank-
ruptcy Institute Law Review, and he serves as a co-chair of ABI’s Veteran’s Affairs Task Force. Prof.
Williams is the Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors Scholar in Residence. He also
served as the inaugural Robert M. Zinman ABI Scholar in Residence in 2001 and returned to that post
in 2008. In 2009, Prof. Williams was recognized by the ABI with its Annual Service Award (2009),
which honors an ABI member whose contributions over the past year have been extraordinary. He is
a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and a Fellow in the Bankruptcy Policy Institute at
St. John’s University School of Law, and he has been appointed an academic member of the Maritime
Law Association of the United States. Prof. Williams has written more than 18 books and 200 articles
and essays. He is a frequent lecturer and is regularly quoted on television, radio and in the print me-
dia, having appeared as a guest on “Lou Dobbs” on CNN and FoxNews, “Neil Cavuto” on FoxNews,
CBS, NBC, MSNBC, NPR, BBC, Bloomberg, “Dateline,” “Weekend Today” and CNN, and has been
quoted in newspapers, including the Washington Post, New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Los An-
geles Times, Atlanta Journal Constitution, Chicago Tribune, Boston Globe, Dallas Morning News,
and many regional and local papers. Jack presently serves on the board of the Department of Human
Services for the State of Georgia. Prof. Williams received his B.A. in economics from the University
of Oklahoma, his J.D. with high honors from the George Washington University National Law Center
and his Ph.D. in archaeology from the University of Leicester.

Dr. Jay C. Williams, Ph.D., LCSW is a clinical social worker in Chapel Hill, N.C., where he has
treated patients for depression, anxiety, trauma and stress, among others. He began practicing in 1978.

Hon. Tracey N. Wise is a Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Kentucky in
Lexington, appointed on March 31, 2010. She served as Chief Judge from Oct. 1, 2011, until Sept.
30, 2019. She also was appointed to the Sixth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel in 2016, and was
elevated to Chief Judge again on Oct. 1, 2019. Prior to her appointment, Judge Wise practiced in the
areas of bankruptcy and debt restructuring, served on numerous court-appointed committees, chaired
the Bankruptcy Sections of the Fayette County and Kentucky Bar Associations, served as a trustee
of the Kentucky Bar Association Client’s Security Fund, and was a member of the board of direc-
tors of the Lexington Affiliate of the Susan G. Komen for the Cure Breast Cancer Foundation. She
also served on the executive board of the Midwest Regional Bankruptcy Seminar from 2000-03, is
a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy (2001) and a member of the National Conference
of Bankruptcy Judges, and she has served as the bankruptcy representative on various U.S. District
Court and Sixth Circuit Committees. Judge Wise was listed in The Best Lawyers in America from
1997-09 and in Super Lawyers Kentucky as a “Top 50 Lawyer” and “Top 25 Female Lawyer.” She
received her B.A. magna cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa in 1980 from Indiana University and her J.D.
from Indiana University School of Law, where she was a member of the Order of the Coif and note
editor of the Indiana Law Journal.
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Nicholas J. Zluticky is a partner with Stinson LLP in Kansas City, Mo., in the firm’s Bankruptcy and
Creditors’ Rights Division, where he represents lenders in all aspects of debtor/creditor relationships.
His experience includes the representation of secured and unsecured lenders in bankruptcy cases,
as well as Kansas and Missouri foreclosures, collection actions against borrowers and guarantors,
workouts, participation disputes and lender-liability defense. He also has experience representing
clients in all aspects of bankruptcy matters, including debtors (e.g., Interstate Bakeries Corp., Bistate
Bistro Associates, L.P. and Gas-Mart USA, Inc.), liquidating trustees (e.g., Blue Sun St. Joe Refining
LLC), bankruptcy trustees (Social Networking Technology Inc.) and creditors’ committees (e.g.,
Blue Sun St. Joe Refining, LLC). Most recently, Mr. Zluticky was counsel for the debtors in the
jointly administered bankruptcy case of In re John Q. Hammons Fall 2006, LLC. The debtors owned
and operated 35 hotels throughout the country, more than 30 parcels of undeveloped real estate in
11 states, several commercial real estate properties throughout Missouri, the Federal Courthouse in
Springfield, Mo., golf courses, real estate leased to restaurants, a minority interest in a casino, and the
rights to the film The Great American West. Mr. Zluticky received his B.A. in political science in 2005
from the University of Kansas and his J.D. in 2008 with honors from Washburn University, where he
was a staff member on the Washburn Law Journal.
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