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Marc E. Albert is a partner with Stinson Leonard Street LLP in Washington, D.C., and chairs its 
Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights Group. He has concentrated over the past 35 years in the areas of 
financial restructuring, insolvency and creditors’ rights. Mr. Albert has represented debtors, creditor 
committees, lenders and other creditors. He has been appointed by the Office of the U.S. Trustee as 
operating trustee in chapter 11 and 7 cases, and he has been on the Chapter 7 Trustee Panel in the 
District of Columbia for over 30 years. He also serves as counsel in a variety of bankruptcy and non-
bankruptcy matters, including representing numerous clients who have tax problems with the Internal 
Revenue Service or state tax authorities. Prior to joining the firm, Mr. Albert was litigation counsel 
with the Tax Division of the Department of Justice. With three other attorneys, he started a boutique 
bankruptcy law firm that grew to become one of the leading bankruptcy firms in Northern Virginia. Mr. 
Albert maintains an AV rating from Martindale-Hubbell and is admitted to practice in Pennsylvania, 
the District of Columbia, Maryland and Virginia, and before the U.S. Supreme Court. He is a member 
of the District of Columbia, American and Virginia Bar Associations, and the Walter Chandler Inn 
of Court, National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees, ABI, World Affairs Council – Washington, 
D.C., and the George Washington University Law School Mentoring and Recruitment Program. He 
was recognized in 2015 with the Founders Award from World Affairs Council and is listed in The 
Best Lawyers in America from 2011-17 for Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights/ Insolvency and 
Reorganization Law and Litigation-Bankruptcy, Washington D.C. Super Lawyers from 2012-17 for 
Bankruptcy & Creditor/Debtor Rights, and the 2015 edition of Chambers USA: America’s Leading 
Lawyers for Business in Bankruptcy/Restructuring. Mr. Albert received his B.A. in 1970 and his J.D. 
in 1973 from George Washington University, and his M.L.T. in 1984 from Georgetown University.

Wesley H. Avery is a sole bankruptcy practitioner with the Law Offices of Wesley H. Avery, APC 
in Pasadena, Calif., and a member of the California State Bar. He is also a chapter 7 panel trustee 
and a chapter 12 trustee for the Central District of California. Mr. Avery is certified as a specialist in 
Bankruptcy Law by the State Bar of California and the American Board of Certification. He is AV-
rated by Martindale Hubbell and 10.0 by Avvo, and has been a Super Lawyer since 2006. Mr. Avery 
is admitted to the U.S. Supreme Court, the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, all Federal District Courts 
of California, other federal courts and the California Supreme Court. He previously served as a ma-
jor in the U.S. Army from 1996-97, at which time he was awarded the Meritorious Service Medal. 
He is a member of the ABA Subcommittee on Legal Specialization, was chairman of the California 
State Bar Bankruptcy Law Advisory Commission (2004-05) and was chairman of the State Board of 
Legal Specialization (2010-11). Mr. Avery received his B.A. with highest honors in economics and 
in political science from the University of California at Davis in 1980 (where he was elected to Phi 
Beta Kappa), his M.B.A. from Harvard Business School in 1984 and his J.D. from the University of 
California at Los Angeles in 1991.

Hon. Martin R. Barash is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Central District of California in Wood-
land Hills, sworn in on March 26, 2015. He brings more than 20 years of legal experience to the 
bench. Prior to his appointment, Judge Barash had served as a partner at Klee, Tuchin, Bogdanoff & 
Stern LLP in Los Angeles since 2001, where he counseled parties in chapter 11 cases and litigated 
chapter 7 and chapter 11 bankruptcy cases. He first joined the firm as an associate in 1999. Earlier 
in his career, Judge Barash worked as an associate of Stutman, Treister & Glatt P.C. in Los Angeles. 
He also has served as an adjunct professor of law at California State University, Northridge. Follow-
ing law school, Judge Barash clerked for Hon. Procter R. Hug, Jr. of the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Ninth Circuit from 1992-93. He is a member of ABI’s Board of Directors and a member of its 
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Education Committee, and he is a member of the Board of Governors of the Financial Lawyers Con-
ference and a judicial director of the Los Angeles Bankruptcy Forum. He is also a frequent panelist 
on bankruptcy law issues. Judge Barash received his A.B. magna cum laude in 1989 from Princeton 
University and his J.D. in 1992 from the UCLA School of Law, where he served as member, editor, 
business manager and symposium editor of the UCLA Law Review.

Kevin W. Barrett is an attorney with Bailey & Glasser LLP in Charleston, W.Va., and concentrates 
his practice in business reorganizations and bankruptcies. He has more than 15 years of experience 
representing debtors, creditors, stockholders and virtually every other type of interested party in some 
of the country’s largest and most complex business reorganizations and bankruptcies. His practice 
involves complex commercial and bankruptcy litigation, corporate and banking transactions, and 
corporate governance, as well as general advice and planning in debtor/creditor relations, business 
reorganizations and bankruptcy cases. Prior to joining Bailey & Glasser, Mr. Barrett practiced law in 
New York at Weil, Gotshal & Manges and Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher, where he represented debtors in 
a wide variety of industries, including Texaco, Eastern Airlines, MCorp, R.H. Macy’s, Best Products 
and Primary Health Systems. He also represented large secured creditors such as Citibank, Toronto-
Dominion Bank and General Electric Capital Corp. in the business reorganizations and bankruptcy 
cases of, among others, Federated Department Stores, NVR/Ryan Homes, Pandick Press and Van Du-
sen Airport Services, as well as unsecured creditors such as DC Comics. Mr. Barrett has represented 
banks and other financial institutions in initiating new loans, negotiating workouts on existing credits, 
and navigating chapter 11 bankruptcies. He has represented corporate acquirers and represented both 
plaintiffs and defendants in fraudulent-transfer and other litigation arising out of bankruptcy cases and 
workouts. Of particular note, Mr. Barrett has overseen the firm’s representation of the West Virginia 
Department of Environmental Protection and various other state agencies in the chapter 11 cases of, 
among others, Alpha Natural Resources, Patriot Coal, WP Steel, Freedom Industries, Appalachian 
Fuels and Trinity Coal. He is admitted to practice before the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the Second, 
Sixth and Ninth Circuits, as well as the U.S. District Courts for the Eastern, Northern and Southern 
Districts of New York and the Eastern District of Michigan. Mr. Barrett received his B.A. in history 
in 1982 from the University of Colorado, his M.B.A. in 1986, Beta Gamma Sigma, from Washington 
University Graduate School of Business, and his J.D. cum laude in 1987 from Washington University 
School of Law, where he served as managing editor of the Washington University Law Quarterly.

Peter J. Barrett is a partner in Kutak Rock LLP’s Richmond, Va., office, where he concentrates his 
practice on financial restructuring matters. He represents unsecured and secured creditors, trustees, 
equityholders, distressed investors and corporate debtors in insolvency matters, including chapter 
11 reorganizations, business liquidations and out-of-court restructurings. Mr. Barrett has experience 
representing interested parties in asset sales and has been involved in a number of complex chapter 
11 bankruptcy cases throughout the country involving industries such as manufacturing, hospitality, 
construction, retail, entertainment and real estate. He also works with other firm attorneys to analyze 
the effects of insolvency and bankruptcy on corporate and financial transactions. Mr. Barrett is a 
member of the panel of chapter 7 bankruptcy trustees for the Eastern District of Virginia, Richmond 
Division, and is licensed to practice in Virginia and California. He received his J.D. from the Univer-
sity of Virginia School of Law.
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Michael T. Bates is a vice president and assistant general counsel at JPMorgan Chase & Co. in Dal-
las, where he provides legal advice to Chase’s mortgage banking bankruptcy group. Prior to joining 
Chase, he was a partner in the law firm of Fox Rothschild, LLP, where he provided legal advice to the 
consumer financial services industry on regulatory and legal compliance issues related to bankruptcy, 
consumer collections and other default-related servicing issues. He also served for more than 21 years 
as a senior vice president and senior company counsel for Wells Fargo & Co., where he provided legal 
advice to all of Wells Fargo’s consumer bankruptcy groups. Mr. Bates is admitted to practice in Min-
nesota and Iowa. He is an active member of NACTT and currently co-chairs its Mortgage Committee. 
Mr. Bates served as a commissioner on ABI’s Commission on Consumer Bankruptcy. He received his 
undergraduate degree from Iowa State University and his J.D. with honors from Hamline University 
School of Law.

Alane A. Becket is an AV-rated attorney and managing partner of Becket & Lee LLP, a Malvern, Pa., 
law firm providing comprehensive nationwide representation of financial institutions in bankruptcy 
matters, with a focus on consumer lenders and debt-purchasers. In addition to client and industry rela-
tions, she focuses on litigation strategy, and Becket & Lee has been lead or co-counsel in some of the 
most influential decisions in consumer bankruptcy over the last 20 years. In addition to her duties at the 
firm, Ms. Becket is ABI’s President-Elect, and she formerly chaired its Consumer Committee and has 
served on its Board since 2009, most recently as Vice President-Publications. She is currently co-chair 
of the Bankruptcy Section and of the Professional Standards and Grievance Committees of the National 
Creditors Bar Association (NCBA), and is a member of the National Association of Chapter Thirteen 
Trustees (NACTT). Ms. Becket has written and lectured extensively on consumer bankruptcy issues 
for a variety of professional organizations, including ABI, the Federal Judicial Conference, NACTT, 
NABT, Norton Bankruptcy Law Advisor, NCBA, the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, and 
a host of local and regional organizations. She also served as a commissioner on ABI’s Commission on 
Consumer Bankruptcy. Ms. Becket graduated from Pennsylvania State University and received her J.D. 
from Widener University School of Law.

Ryan W. Blackney is a partner in the Commercial Litigation Practice Group of Freeborn & Peters 
LLP in Chicago, with a focus on trial work. He is an experienced trial attorney, having tried more than 
200 cases and personally handling 52 jury trials, litigating over 100 evidentiary motions. In 2017, 
Mr. Blackney first-chaired a week-long trial before the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of 
Kansas, and in 2018, he tried a two-week jury trial in the Northern District of Illinois. He focuses his 
practice on complex commercial and bankruptcy litigation, especially on commercial fraud, fraudu-
lent transfers, and objection to discharge adversary proceedings in bankruptcy court. Mr. Blackney 
assists his clients in high-end asset- and debt-recovery work, often involving wealthy debtors intent 
on hiding their assets. Prior to joining Freeborn, he was an Assistant State’s Attorney for eight years, 
and from 2007-11, he was a special prosecutor for McHenry County, Ill., where he handled the most 
high-profile crimes in McHenry County from indictment to verdict. Mr. Blackney is co-chair of ABI’s 
Commercial Fraud Committee and a member of the McHenry County Bar Association, the Associa-
tion of Certified Fraud Examiners (ACFE) and the International Bar Association (IBA). He received 
his B.A. from Miami University and his J.D. from Chicago-Kent College of Law, where he was on 
the Dean’s List and was a CALI Award Recipient in Legislative Advocacy.
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Hon. Hannah L. Blumenstiel is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of California in 
San Francisco. Prior to her appointment on Feb. 11, 2013, Judge Blumenstiel was an associate (2003-
08) and then a partner (2008-12) with Winston & Strawn LLP, where she focused her practice on 
creditors’ rights litigation in state and federal court, including bankruptcy court. From 2001 to 2003, 
Judge Blumenstiel was an associate with Murphy Sheneman Julian & Rogers LLP, where she repre-
sented debtors, creditors and trustees in bankruptcy cases and adversary proceedings. She served as 
a law clerk to Hon. Charles M. Caldwell of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of 
Ohio (Eastern Division) from 1998 to 2001, and from 1997-98, she represented the State of Ohio’s 
interests in bankruptcy cases as an assistant attorney general with the Revenue Recovery Section of 
the Ohio Attorney General’s Office. Judge Blumenstiel sits on ABI’s Board of Directors. She received 
her J.D. from Capital University Law School in 1997 while working full-time for the Columbus Bar 
Association as director of its pro bono initiative, “Lawyers for Justice,” and her B.A. from Ohio State 
University in 1992.

Edward C. Boltz is a partner at the Law Offices of John T. Orcutt, P.C. in Durham, N.C., where 
he has represented clients in not only chapters 7 and 13, but also in related consumer-rights litiga-
tion, including fighting abusive mortgage practices and developing solutions for student loans. He 
is a member of the North Carolina State Bar, where he has been certified as a specialist in consumer 
bankruptcy law, and he is admitted to practice before the U.S. Districts Courts in both the Eastern and 
Middle Districts of North Carolina. Mr. Boltz served as the president of  the National Association of 
Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys (NACBA) from 2013-16 and remains on its board of directors and 
as co-chair of its Legislative Committee. He also serves on the Bankruptcy Council for the North 
Carolina Bar Association and was a commissioner of ABI’s Commission on Consumer Bankruptcy. 
Mr. Boltz is a frequent speaker on bankruptcy issues at both national and local seminars, including 
at NACBA conventions and workshops, past NCLC Workshops and the North Carolina Bankruptcy 
Institute. In April 2008, he testified on behalf of NACBA in Congress regarding the need for changes 
to the Bankruptcy Code to protect National Guard and Reservists from the harsh results of the means 
test, which was enacted as the National Guard and Reservists Debt Relief Act. Mr. Boltz is president 
of the Monti, a North Carolina organization that produces live storytelling shows; recordings of his 
and others tales can be heard at www.themonti.org. He received his B.A. from Washington University 
in St. Louis in 1993 and his J.D. from George Washington University in 1996.

Sarah Robinson Borders is a partner with King & Spalding in Atlanta, where her practice focuses 
on developing, structuring, documenting and closing financing transactions, representing borrowers 
and lenders in debt restructurings, workouts and forbearance arrangements and representing debtors, 
lenders, purchasers and unsecured creditors in chapter 11 reorganization cases. She has served multi-
ple terms on the firm’s policy committee and has led its Financial Restructuring and Real Estate prac-
tice groups, as well as the firm’s lateral partner program. Ms. Borders’s practice spans a number of 
industries, including infrastructure, real estate, energy, health care, manufacturing, retail, restaurant, 
hospitality and transportation. She is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and a member 
of its Board of Regents, and is a former law clerk for the late Hon. Henry A. Politz of the U.S. Fifth 
Circuit Court of Appeals. Ms. Borders has been recognized in Chambers & Partners (ranked as Bank 
1 and Star Individual), The Best Lawyers in America (Georgia Lawyer of Year for Bankruptcy Litiga-
tion), Legal 500 (Real Estate), The Deal (Leading Individual Debtor Lawyer), International Who’s 
Who Legal (Insolvency) and Guide to the World’s Leading Insolvency and Restructuring Lawyers. 
She received her undergraduate degree from Louisiana State University and her J.D. from the Uni-
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versity of Virginia School of Law, for which she serves on the Board of Trustees for the Law School 
Foundation.

J. Scott Bovitz is a senior partner with Bovitz & Spitzer in Los Angeles, where he practices both 
consumer and business bankruptcy law and represents debtors and creditors. He is Board Certified 
in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification, for which he serves as Trea-
surer for 2016, and he is a Certified Specialist in Bankruptcy Law for the State Bar of California 
Board of Legal Specialization, which he chaired from 2005-06. Mr. Bovitz is rated AV-Preeminent 
by Martindale-Hubbell and has been selected as a Southern California Super Lawyer in Bankruptcy 
& Creditor/Debtor Rights since 2004. He sits on the Committee of Bar Examiners for the State Bar 
of California and chaired its Subcommittee on Operations & Management from 2013-14 and its Sub-
committee on Examinations from 2012-13. Mr. Bovitz is a contributing author to Norton Bankruptcy 
Law and Practice, a coordinating editor of the ABI Journal, and a former executive editor of Personal 
and Small Business Bankruptcy Practice in California. He also served as an adjunct professor of law 
at Loyola Law School in Los Angeles and served a term as president of the Los Angeles Bankruptcy 
Forum, as both education and conference co-chair of the California Bankruptcy Forum, and on the 
Board of Governors of the Financial Lawyers Conference. He is also a member of the Information 
Technology Committee of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Central District of California. Mr. Bo-
vitz received his J.D. in 1980 from Loyola Law School in Los Angeles.

Hon. William H. Brown retired in 2006 as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Ten-
nessee and resides in Carbondale, Colo. During his career on the bench, he had been designated to 
sit in the Middle District of Tennessee, Southern District of Florida, Eastern District of Michigan and 
Western District of Kentucky. He also served a four-year term on the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel for 
the Sixth Circuit from 1999-2002. He currently conducts mediation in bankruptcy and commercial 
law matters, has conducted mock trials, and has testified as an expert witness in bankruptcy court 
proceedings. Judge Brown is a member of ABI and served on its Executive Committee, and he is a 
Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy. He has also authored or co-authored several texts, 
including Bankruptcy Exemption Manual, 2005 Bankruptcy Reform Legislation with Analysis (1st 
and 2nd editions), Bankruptcy and Domestic Relations Manual and The Law of Debtors and Credi-
tors (all published by Thomson West), and he is a principal contributing editor for Norton Bankruptcy 
Law and Practice. In 2008, Judge Brown joined Hon. Keith M. Lundin as co-author of Chapter 13 
Bankruptcy, published by Bankruptcy Press. He also prepares a quarterly update of consumer cases 
for the Federal Judicial Center, which distributes those materials to all bankruptcy judges, and he 
is a speaker at the Federal Judicial Center’s annual seminars for bankruptcy judges. Judge Brown 
speaks regularly at seminars throughout the U.S. on consumer bankruptcy topics. He currently serves 
as the editor and adviser to the Academy for Consumer Bankruptcy Education, the education arm of 
the National Association of Chapter 13 Trustees, and he served as co-chair of ABI’s Commission on 
Consumer Bankruptcy. In 2011, Judge Brown received the Excellence in Education award from the 
National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, and in 2012, he received the Judicial Excellence Award 
from ABI and Thomson Reuters Publishing Company. He received his J.D. from the University of 
Tennessee College of Law, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif.

Andrew W. Caine chairs Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones’s Post Confirmation Practice Group in Los 
Angeles, where he oversees the entire spectrum of claims and avoidance litigation for debtors, credi-
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tors’ committees, trustees, liquidation or post-confirmation trusts, and defendants, from “mega cases” 
to smaller individual matters. He also helped develop proprietary avoidance and preference claim 
analysis software and spends considerable time as “general counsel,” assisting in the administration 
of post-confirmation estate/corporate wind-downs, and representing individuals and business entities 
in avoidance and claims-litigation defense. Mr. Caine has lead responsibility in litigation concerning 
a variety of business, bankruptcy and commercial law issues, as well as the representation of debtors, 
trustees, creditors and committees in chapter 11 reorganization cases. He handles matters in state and 
federal courts, with an emphasis on disputes tried in bankruptcy court, including contested reorgani-
zation matters. Mr. Caine has written numerous articles and often lectures nationally on bankruptcy 
and litigation, and he is a Past President and former Chair and Vice President-Education of ABI. He 
is a member of the Registry of Mediators for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Dela-
ware, and a former member of the Los Angeles Superior Court panel of business law arbitrators. Mr. 
Caine holds an AV-Preeminent Peer Rating from Martindale-Hubbell and has been named a “Super 
Lawyer” in the field of Bankruptcy & Creditor/Debtor Rights every year since 2007 in a peer survey 
conducted by Law & Politics and the publishers of Los Angeles magazine. He also was named in 
The Best Lawyers in America in 2017 in the practice area of Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights/
Insolvency and Reorganization Law. Mr. Caine received his B.A. from Northwestern University and 
his J.D. from the University of California at Los Angeles, where he was elected Phi Beta Kappa and 
was a member of the Mortar Board.

Hon. Kevin J. Carey is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Delaware in Wilmington, first 
appointed in 2005 and serving as Chief Judge from 2008-11. He previously served as a U.S. bank-
ruptcy judge for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, appointed on Jan. 25, 2001. Judge Carey serves 
on ABI’s Executive Committee as Vice President-Membership and is a past global chairman of the 
Turnaround Management Association. He is a member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy 
Judges and also serves as an associate editor for the American Bankruptcy Law Journal. Judge Carey 
is the Third Circuit representative on the Administrative Office’s Bankruptcy Judges Advisory Group 
and is a member of the Third Circuit Judicial Council’s Facilities and Security Committee. He is also 
a contributing author to Collier on Bankruptcy and Collier Forms Manual. Judge Carey is a part-time 
adjunct professor in the LL.M. in Bankruptcy program at St. John’s University School of Law in New 
York and at Temple University’s Beasley School of Law in Philadelphia. He began his legal career in 
1979 as law clerk to Bankruptcy Judge Thomas M. Twardowski, then clerked for the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania. Judge Carey received his B.A. in 1976 from Pennsyl-
vania State University and his J.D. in 1979 from Villanova University School of Law.

Hon. James M. Carr is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Indiana in Indianapolis, 
appointed in 2013. Previously, he was a partner at Faegre Baker Daniels LLP and had been in private 
practice for 38 years, focusing on the representation of business debtors and creditors in chapter 11 
cases, financial restructurings and commercial litigation. Judge Carr is Board Certified in Business 
Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification and is a Fellow in the American College 
of Bankruptcy and the American Bar Foundation. Judge Carr was named in The Best Lawyers in 
America from 1987-2012 in Bankruptcy and Creditor Rights, Insolvency and Reorganization Law 
and Bankruptcy Litigation, and has been a panelist and chair of many seminars on bankruptcy, reor-
ganization, creditor rights and lender liability sponsored by the Indiana Continuing Legal Education 
Forum, Federal Bar Association and Indiana Bankers Association. He is also an adjunct professor at 
the Indiana University Maurer School of Law, served on the law school’s Board of Visitors, and is a 
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past member and president of its Alumni Board. Judge Carr received his B.A. in English from Indiana 
University in 1972 and his J.D. magna cum laude in 1975 from the Indiana University Maurer School 
of Law in Bloomington, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif.

Rudy J. Cerone is a member of McGlinchey Stafford PLLC in New Orleans and is co-chair of the 
firm’s Creditors’ Rights, Financial Restructuring and Bankruptcy practice group. He was admitted to 
the California Bar in 1979 and to the Louisiana Bar in 1984. Mr. Cerone is a Fellow of the American 
College of Bankruptcy (2001) and is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American 
Board of Certification (1993) and by the Louisiana Board of Legal Specialization (1997). Mr. Cerone 
is a long-time member of ABI and served as a commissioner on the ABI Commission on Consumer 
Bankruptcy and as a co-chair of the Caribbean Insolvency Symposium. Previously, he served as 
ABI’s Secretary and an Executive Committee member (2010-15) and co-chair of its Bankruptcy Liti-
gation Committee (2005-06). He also chaired ABI’s Hospitality, Entertainment Venues and Gaming 
Subcommittee (2001-05) and sat on the advisory board of ABI’s Southwest Bankruptcy Conference 
(2003-11). He also is former chair, president and board member of the American Board of Certifica-
tion. Mr. Cerone is a member of the State Bar of California and the Louisiana State Bar Association, 
for which he served as chair of its Consumer Protection and Bankruptcy Section (1994-97), and a 
member of the Bankruptcy Law Advisory Commission of the Board of Legal Specialization, the Bar 
Association of the Federal Fifth Circuit and the American Bar Association. Mr. Cerone is an author 
and frequent lecturer on both business and complex consumer bankruptcy issues. He received his 
B.A. summa cum laude from the University of California at San Diego and his J.D. cum laude from 
Boston College Law School, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif and received a “Best 
Law Review Editor” award as executive editor of the Boston College International & Comparative 
Law Review.

Scott B. Cohen is a shareholder with Engelman Berger, PC in Phoenix and is licensed to practice in 
Arizona and California, where he focuses on commercial bankruptcy, loan workouts, business turn-
arounds, receiverships, bankruptcy litigation and commercial litigation. From 2011-12, he chaired the 
Bankruptcy Section of the State Bar of Arizona. For over a decade, Mr. Cohen has been Board Certi-
fied in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification and sits on ABC’s Board 
of Directors. He contributes a chapter for Norton’s Bankruptcy Law and Practice (3rd ed.) and has 
written numerous articles on bankruptcy law, co-authoring “A Primer on the Valuation of Affordable 
Housing in Chapter 11,” which was published in the ABI Journal (May 2013). In 2015, he revised the 
chapter “Bankruptcy in Construction Law” for the State Bar of Arizona’s Construction Law Manual. 
In 2016, he published “Involuntary Bankruptcy Petitions and Bad Faith as Grounds for Dismissal” in 
Norton Bankruptcy Law Adviser. In 2017, he co-authored “Uneven Dischargeability Standards” for 
Norton Journal of Bankruptcy Law & Practice. Mr. Cohen has served as faculty at ABI’s Southwest 
Bankruptcy Conference, the ABA Business Law Section, Norton Bankruptcy Litigation Institute, 
WestLegalEdcenter, Oklahoma Bar Association, and the Bankruptcy and Real Estate Sections of the 
State Bar of Arizona. He currently serves on the editorial board for Norton Bankruptcy Law Adviser. 
Mr. Cohen received his B.A. in political science in 1989 and his J.D. with distinction in 1992 from 
the University of Iowa, where he was an articles editor with the Iowa Law Review.

Kathryn A. Coleman is a partner in Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP’s New York office and has han-
dled a wide range of insolvency-sensitive and other high-stakes matters in her more than 30 years in 
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practice, including dealing with “bet-the-company” litigation claims, chapter 11 cases for U.S. and 
non-U.S. companies, cross-border insolvency matters, out-of-court restructurings, acquisitions and 
investments. Her clients include individuals and companies defending trade secret theft and RICO 
lawsuits, publicly traded and privately held companies restructuring their financial affairs, tradition-
al and nontraditional secured lenders, unsecured creditors (both official committees and significant 
creditors for their own account), equity-holders, potential acquirers, equity sponsors, and financial 
and strategic buyers. Ms. Coleman is experienced in advising management and boards of directors 
on corporate governance, fiduciary duty and D&O insurance matters. She has advised clients on, and 
litigated at the trial and appellate levels, the significant legal issues inherent in modern restructur-
ing and finance practice, including contested plan confirmations, prepackaged plans, credit bidding, 
exclusivity, debtor-in-possession financings, valuation, adequate protection of security interests, the 
ability to collaterally attack orders of the bankruptcy court and cash-collateral usage. She has sub-
stantial experience litigating venue, remand, removal and stay issues, and has represented recovery 
trustees dealing with myriad post-confirmation issues and litigation. Ms. Coleman is a Fellow of the 
American College of Bankruptcy and serves on ABI’s Board of Directors, for which she co-chairs 
its annual Complex Financial Restructuring Program. She frequently speaks on bankruptcy law and 
distressed investing, participating in programs sponsored by the Practising Law Institute, ABI, the 
Turnaround Management Association, AIRA, the M&A Advisor, the New York City Bar Association 
and the American Bar Association. She also serves on the Steering Committee of the NYC Bankrupt-
cy Assistance Project. Ms. Coleman was named one of the 100 Most Influential Women in Business 
by the San Francisco Business Times, and she is ranked by Chambers USA as a leading restructuring 
lawyer. She was also designated a leading lawyer in bankruptcy in The Best Lawyers in America, 
and her expertise in cross-border insolvency was noted in the IFLR 500 and in PLC’s Cross-Border 
Restructuring and Insolvency Handbook. Ms. Coleman graduated magna cum laude from Pomona 
College and earned her J.D. from Boalt Hall School of Law (U.C. Berkeley), subsequently clerking 
for Hon. C. Martin Pence, U.S. District Judge for the District of Hawaii.

Hon. Daniel P. Collins is a Bankruptcy Judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Ari-
zona in Phoenix, appointed on Jan. 18, 2013. He served as chief judge from 2014-18. Previously, he 
was a shareholder with the law firm of Collins, May, Potenza, Baran & Gillespie, P.C. in downtown 
Phoenix, practicing primarily in the areas of bankruptcy, commercial litigation and commercial trans-
actions. Judge Collins served on the State Bar of Arizona’s Subcommittee on the Uniform Fraudulent 
Transfer Act. He also served as chairman of the Bankruptcy Section of the State of Arizona and was 
a lawyer representative to the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. He was granted the St. Thomas More 
Award in 2017. Judge Collins is presently an At Large Governor of the National Conference of Bank-
ruptcy Judges, a member of ABI’s Board of Directors, on the board of the Phoenix Chapter of the 
Federal Bar Association and a member of the University of Arizona Law School’s Board of Visitors. 
He is also a member of the Arizona Bankruptcy American Inn of Court, State Bar of Arizona and 
Maricopa County Bar. Judge Collins received both his B.S. in finance and accounting in 1980 and his 
J.D. in 1983 from the University of Arizona.

Adam Crane is a senior associate with HSM Chambers in Grand Cayman, Cayman Islands, where 
his practice focuses primarily on commercial litigation, insolvency, restructuring and asset-recovery 
matters. He acts for clients on complex cross-border litigation and insolvency matters, including act-
ing for the Joint Official Liquidators of two feeder funds of the Platinum Partners Value Arbitrage 
Fund, and acting for the Joint Official Liquidators of various Cayman Islands funds formed by Bah-
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raini Awal Bank BSC (the “AwalCos”). The AwalCos are defendants in the $9.2 billion AHAB v Saad 
litigation, which is currently under appeal following the longest trial litigated in the Grand Court of 
the Cayman Islands. Prior to joining HSM Chambers, Mr. Crane was a partner and chair of the In-
solvency and Financial Recovery Group at a Canadian law firm, where he advised creditors, debtors, 
insolvency practitioners and other stakeholders in commercial litigation matters, receiverships, bank-
ruptcies and restructuring proceedings under the CCAA and Bankruptcy and Insolvency Act. He was 
admitted to the Nova Scotia Barristers’ Society (Canada) in 2011 and admitted as a Cayman Islands 
attorney-at-law in 2018. Mr. Crane is a member of ABI, INSOL, Turnaround Management Associa-
tion, Recovery and Insolvency Specialists Association (Cayman Islands) and Asset Recovery Next 
Gen. He was recognized by Benchmark Litigation as a Future Star (2018) and was named to the its 40 
& Under Hot List in 2017 and 2018. Mr. Crane received his J.D. in 2010 from the Schulich School of 
Law at Dalhousie University and is a graduate of the Intensive Trial Advocacy Workshop (Osgoode 
Hall Law School, 2015).

James D. Decker, CIRA is a senior managing director with Guggenheim Securities, LLC in Atlanta, 
where he helped build out the firm’s Investment Banking platform. He focuses on middle-market re-
structuring, merger and acquisition, financing, valuation, financial advisory and expert testimony. Mr. 
Decker has initiated and completed a variety of transactions including restructurings, reorganizations, 
exclusive sale assignments, acquisitions, divestitures, debt and equity financings, management buy-
outs, leveraged buyouts, recapitalizations, valuations, and fairness opinions. His financial advisory 
clients include companies, boards of directors, lenders, unsecured creditors and trustees. Previously, 
Mr. Decker served as a managing director with Morgan Joseph TriArtisan LLC and as head of the 
firm’s Recapitalization & Restructuring Group, and was a managing director with Alvarez & Marsal, 
for which he served as co-head of the firm’s Corporate Finance Group. He was also a managing direc-
tor with Houlihan Lokey Howard & Zukin, where he served as co-head of the firm’s Atlanta office 
and was responsible for new client development, engagement management and personnel develop-
ment for its Restructuring and Corporate Finance practices. He began his career as an investment 
banker in the Corporate Finance department of Bear, Stearns & Co., Inc., and he has completed in 
excess of 150 assignments across a variety of industries and situations for companies and creditors. 
Mr. Decker is a 1983 Smithsonian Institution Fellow and a frequent speaker on the topics of corpo-
rate finance, mergers and acquisitions, capital markets and financial restructuring, and is a licensed 
FINRA General Securities Registered Representative (Series 7, 24, 63). He is also a Fellow of the 
American College of Bankruptcy. Additionally, he has co-chaired both ABI’s Investment Banking 
Committee and Southeast Bankruptcy Workshop. Mr. Decker received his B.A. in economics and 
geology from Vanderbilt University and his M.B.A. in business administration with a concentration 
in finance from the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania.

Ian De Witt is partner and co-head of Restructuring and Insolvency for Tanner De Witt in Hong 
Kong, where he practices in the areas of insolvency and restructuring, litigation and dispute-resolu-
tion, mediation and hospitality, and liquor licensing. Throughout his career, he has focused on com-
mercial litigation and insolvency matters, including debt-recovery, asset-tracing and the enforcement 
of judgments, pre-emptive actions such as injunctions, court-appointed receivers, and the appoint-
ment of provisional liquidators. He acts and advises in a variety of insolvency cases for liquidators, 
receivers, creditors and directors. Mr. De Witt has also advised and acted for directors, employees 
and companies in respect of investigations, regulatory matters and prosecutions carried out by the 
police, the Independent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC), the Commercial Crime Bureau 
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(CCB), the Securities and Futures Commission (SFC) and the Confederation of Insurance Brokers 
(CIB) Disciplinary Committee. Additionally, he has advised and acted in a wide range of commercial 
and contractual disputes, professional negligence claims, partnership and shareholder disputes. Mr. 
De Witt is also an accredited mediator of the Hong Kong International Arbitration Centre and sits on 
the Insolvency Committee for the Law Society, technical and editorial committee of the Restructuring 
and Insolvency Faculty of Hong Kong Institute of Certified Public Accountants. He is consistently 
ranked as a “Leading Lawyer” for restructuring and lnsolvency in Hong Kong by various industry 
publications, including Chambers and Partners Global from 2014-18 and Asia Pacific Legal 500 
2014-18 editions. Previously, after qualifying as a solicitor in England and Wales in 1989, Mr. De 
Witt joined and became a partner in a prominent London law firm, where he worked for many years 
before coming to Hong Kong in 1996. He obtained an honours degree in law in London.

Mark G. De Giacomo is a partner with Murtha Cullina LLP in Boston, where his practice focuses 
on his work as a chapter 7 and 11 bankruptcy trustee, as well as his representation of clients in bank-
ruptcy cases and representation of clients involved in commercial litigation. Since 1995, he has been 
a trustee of the eight-member Boston trustee panel from which the Department of Justice selects 
bankruptcy trustees. He has served as a bankruptcy trustee in thousands of cases and in that capacity 
has operated, sold and liquidated numerous businesses. Mr. De Giacomo also serves as counsel to 
the bankruptcy estate in all cases for which he has been appointed trustee. In addition to represent-
ing the bankruptcy estates, he also represents other trustees, creditor committees in chapter 11 cases, 
business debtors in chapter 7 and 11 cases, secured and unsecured creditors in chapter 7, 11 and 13 
cases, defendants in bankruptcy preference and/or fraudulent conveyance adversary proceedings, 
and commercial landlords. Mr. De Giacomo has litigated dozens of cases in the Massachusetts bank-
ruptcy courts and represented numerous clients in appeals brought before the U.S. District Court, the 
Bankruptcy Appellate Panel, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the First Circuit and the U.S. Supreme 
Court. His litigation experience includes representation of clients in all types of commercial litiga-
tion, including director and officer cases, attorney malpractice, accountant malpractice, and contract 
& construction matters. Mr. De Giacomo received his B.S. cum laude in 1978 from Boston College 
and his J.D. in 1981 from Suffolk University Law School.

Kelly DiBlasi is a partner in the Business Finance & Restructuring Department at Weil, Gotshal 
& Manges LLP in New York, where her practice focuses on debtors, creditors and equity interest-
holders in all areas of domestic and international restructurings and crisis management, both in and 
out of court. Currently, Ms. DiBlasi is representing Waypoint Holdings Ltd. in its chapter 11 cases, 
National Public Finance Guarantee Corp. in connection with the Title III cases of the Commonwealth 
of Puerto Rico and certain of its instrumentalities, and LEGO as a significant creditor in the Toys 
“R” Us chapter 11 cases, among other engagements. She was honored as one of ABI’s “40 Under 
40” honorees for 2018 and was recognized by the New York Law Journal as one if its “Rising Stars” 
for 2018. She was also recognized by Turnarounds & Workouts magazine as one of its “Outstanding 
Young Restructuring Lawyers” for 2016 and previously was named a “Rising Star” for restructuring 
and insolvency in the U.S. by IFLR1000. Ms. DiBlasi represents, on a pro bono basis, the N.Y. Police 
and Fire Widows’ & Children’s Benefit Fund, and has helped several U.S. military veterans seeking 
assistance with applying for disability benefits. She also has served as a teacher’s assistant at Cardozo 
School of Law and Harvard Law School. Ms. DiBlasi frequently presents at bankruptcy seminars and 
participates in a variety of firm activities and initiatives focused on training, mentoring, recruiting and 
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diversity. She received her B.A. in 2001 from Colgate University and her J.D. in 2004 from Fordham 
University School of Law.

Hon. Mary Grace Diehl is a retired U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Georgia in 
Atlanta, appointed in February 2004 and retired in 2018. She is currently serving on recall status. 
Prior to taking the bench, Judge Diehl was a partner in the litigation section of Troutman Sanders LLP 
and chaired its Bankruptcy Practice Group. During her years in private practice, she was consistently 
named in The Best Lawyers in America and Chambers US: America’s Leading Business Lawyers. 
Judge Diehl is a past president of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, and serves on the 
Boards of Directors of ABI, the Turnaround Management Association and IWIRC. She is also a Fel-
low of the American College of Bankruptcy and formerly served as a vice president, and she is a 
former president of the Southeastern Bankruptcy Law Institute. Judge Diehl received the Woman of 
the Year in Restructuring Award in 2008 from IWIRC (International Women in Restructuring Con-
federation), the David W. Pollard award for professionalism from the Atlanta Bar in 2013 and the At-
lanta Bar Woman of Achievement Award in 2017, and she is a regular speaker at CLE programs. She 
served as a trustee of Canisius College from 2008-14 and received the outstanding alumni contributor 
award from Canisius in 2013. She has been an adjunct professor of law at Emory Law School and 
is a frequent speaker at national, regional and local educational programs. Judge Diehl received her 
B.A. summa cum laude from Canisius College in Buffalo, N.Y., and her J.D. cum laude from Harvard 
Law School.

Hon. Robert D. Drain is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of New York in White 
Plains. Since his appointment, he has presided over such chapter 11 cases as Loral, RCN, Corner-
stone, Refco, Allegiance Telecom, Delphi, Coudert Brothers, Frontier Airlines, Star Tribune, Read-
er’s Digest, A&P, Hostess Brands, Christian Brothers and Momentive. He also has presided over the 
ancillary or plenary cases of Corporacion Durango, Satellites Mexicanas, Parmalat S.p.A. and its 
affiliated U.S. debtors, Varig S.A., Yukos (II), SphinX, Galvex Steel, TBS Shipping, Excel Maritime, 
Nautilus, Landsbanki Islands, Roust and Ultrapetrol. He also has served as the court-appointed me-
diator in a number of chapter 11 cases, including New Page, Cengage, Quicksilver, LightSquared, 
Molycorp and Breitburn Energy. Prior to his appointment to the bench in May 2002, Judge Drain 
was a partner in the bankruptcy department of Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison, where he 
represented debtors, trustees, secured and unsecured creditors, official and unofficial creditors’ com-
mittees, and buyers of distressed businesses and distressed debt in chapter 11 cases, out-of-court re-
structurings and bankruptcy-related litigation. He was also actively involved in several transnational 
insolvency matters. Judge Drain is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and a member 
and board member of ABI, a member of the International Insolvency Institute, and a member and 
board member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, as well as a founding member of 
the Judicial Insolvency Network. He is a past member and secretary of the Bankruptcy and Reorga-
nization Committee of the Association of the Bar of the City of New York. He also was an adjunct 
professor for several years at St. John’s University School of Law’s LL.M. in Bankruptcy Program 
and currently is an adjunct professor at Pace University School of Law. Judge Drain has lectured and 
written on numerous bankruptcy-related topics and is the author of the novel The Great Work in the 
United States of America. He received his B.A. cum laude from Yale University and his J.D. from 
Columbia University School of Law, where he was a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar for three years.
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Sherry Dreisewerd is a partner with Spencer Fane LLP in St. Louis, where she helps lenders close 
complex financial transactions. She works with national, regional and community banks to originate 
real estate, commercial and industrial and asset-based loans. She also helps lenders maximize loan 
recoveries through restructurings and workouts, and has assisted numerous secured creditors, credi-
tors’ committees and business acquirers in bankruptcy proceedings. Ms. Dreisewerd has represented 
a key lender in connection with the complex construction financing for the renovation of the Peabody 
Opera House, represented numerous regional and national lenders in connection with financing the 
construction and rehabilitation of assisted and skilled nursing facilities, hotels, shopping centers and 
multi-family properties, and represented numerous banks in connection with the issuance of letters 
of credit to provide credit support for municipal bond transactions. She is a member of the American 
Bar Association, ABI, the Bar Association of Metropolitan St. Louis, the Turnaround Management 
Association and the Missouri Bankers’ Association Bank Counsel Section. Ms. Dreisewerd received 
her B.A. in 1994 from Washington University, Phi Beta Kappa, and her J.D. in 1998 from Washington 
University School of Law, 1998.

David Dunn is managing partner, co-chief investment officer and co-founder of Cross Sound Man-
agement LLC in New York. Prior to co-founding Cross Sound in 2016, he was a senior investment 
professional at Arrowgrass Capital Partners from December 2010 to April 2016, where he was re-
sponsible for many of the firm’s distressed and stressed credit investments. Prior to Arrowgrass, 
he was counsel at Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP (2006-10) in its Financial Restructuring 
Group, where he was responsible for many of the firm’s Ad Hoc and Official Creditors’ Committee 
engagements. Mr. Dunn served as an associate at Sidley Austin LLP (2004-06) in its bankruptcy 
group, working on the firm’s representation of chapter 11 debtors and large creditors in several large 
bankruptcy cases. From 2002-04, he was an associate at Greenberg Traurig LLP in its Restructuring 
Group, focusing on the firm’s roles representing several chapter 11 debtors and creditors’ committees. 
Mr. Dunn currently serves on the board of directors for Amplify Energy and the advisory boards of 
the LyondellBasell and RadioShack Liquidating Trusts. He received his B.S. in communications in 
1999 from Southern Illinois University in Carbondale and his J.D. from St. John’s University School 
of Law in 2002, where he served as an editor on the ABI Law Review.

Hon. Randall L. Dunn is a retired U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Oregon in Portland, 
appointed in 1998. Previously, Judge Dunn was the managing partner of the Portland office of the 
law firm of Copeland, Landye, Bennett and Wolf, LLP, where his practice focused on corporate/
business, securities and bankruptcy law. In the bankruptcy area, he represented a number of credi-
tors’ committees in chapter 11 cases, but his work also encompassed representation of creditors and 
debtors in matters ranging from preference defenses to representing individual debtors in chapter 7. 
In addition, he did substantial loan documentation work and worked extensively in business-entity 
formation and on mergers and acquisitions. Judge Dunn is a past president of the National Confer-
ence of Bankruptcy Judges, having served previously as NCBJ Treasurer and Secretary, as well as on 
its Board of Governors. He has chaired the Federal Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Section and spent 
five years as editor-in-chief of its newsletter publication, Bankruptcy Briefs. In addition, he has been 
very active in the Oregon State Bar Debtor-Creditor Section, serving four terms on its Executive 
Committee, one term as Treasurer and two years as editor-in-chief of the Oregon Debtor-Creditor 
Newsletter. He also has worked on several of the Section’s subcommittees. Judge Dunn has chaired 
the Ninth Circuit’s Bankruptcy Education Committee and served as the representative of Ninth Cir-
cuit Bankruptcy Judges on the Ninth Circuit Executive Committee, the planning body for the Ninth 
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Circuit Conference. In 2006, Judge Dunn was appointed to the Ninth Circuit’s Bankruptcy Appellate 
Panel (BAP) and has served as its Chief Judge. He received his undergraduate degree with honors 
from Northwestern University and his J.D. in 1975 from Stanford University Law School, where he 
was an articles editor of its law review.

Sarah Edwards is an attorney at the law firm of McGlinchey Stafford, PLLC in New Orleans and 
works in the firm’s Commercial Litigation and Consumer Financial Services Compliance sections. 
She represents secured creditors in bankruptcy and restructuring proceedings, and assists lenders and 
servicers with bankruptcy compliance. Ms. Edwards received her J.D. cum laude from Loyola Uni-
versity New Orleans College of Law.

Hon. Michael A. Fagone is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Maine in Bangor, appointed 
in April 2015. Previously, he was co-chair of Bernstein Shur’s Business Restructuring and Insolvency 
Practice Group in Portland, where he specialized in bankruptcy and insolvency law. While practic-
ing law, he was recognized in The Best Lawyers in America and by Chambers USA as one of the top 
bankruptcy lawyers in Maine. Judge Fagone is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the 
American Board of Certification and serves on ABI’s Board of Directors. He received his B.A. from 
Amherst College in 1993 and his J.D. summa cum laude from the University of Maine School of Law 
in 1997.

Julia Frost-Davies is a partner with Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP in Boston, where she focuses 
her practice on the representation of creditors in complex chapter 11 cases. A seasoned commercial 
litigator, she counsels clients facing commercial and bankruptcy litigation and appeals, and regularly 
represents investors and lenders throughout the capital structure on all aspects of restructuring and 
related litigation, including debtor-in-possession financing, distressed M&A transactions, claim and 
plan negotiation and litigation, and out-of-court workouts. Ms. Frost-Davies frequently leads trial 
practice workshops for ABI and co-authored Debtor in Possession Financing Orders: Line by Line 
(Aspatore Books 2008). In addition, she serves as treasurer and a director of the Honorable Tina 
Brozman Foundation. Ms. Frost-Davies is a past chair of the board of trustees of the Women’s Bar 
Foundation and served on the board of editors for the Boston Bar Journal. Her recent representa-
tive matters include acting as counsel to DIP lenders in Energy Future Holdings and related cases; 
representation of the UMWA health and retirement funds in connection with the chapter 11 cases of 
Alpha Natural Resources, Inc., Arch Coal, Inc., Patriot Coal Corp., Peabody Energy Corp. and Walter 
Energy, Inc.; representation of pre-petition secured lenders in Relativity Fashion, LLC; and represen-
tation of noteholders in receivership proceedings involving a 55-megawatt biomass-fueled electric 
generating facility. Ms. Frost-Davies is admitted to practice in Massachusetts and before the Mas-
sachusetts Supreme Judicial Court, the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the First and Tenth Circuits, and 
the U.S. District Court for the District of Massachusetts. She has been recognized as an IFLR1000 
“Rising Star” in Restructuring and Insolvency for 2014, as a “Top 40 Under 40” in the Boston Busi-
ness Journal, and as a Massachusetts Super Lawyer. Ms. Frost-Davies is a graduate of the University 
of North Carolina-Chapel Hill and received her J.D. summa cum laude from New England School of 
Law, where she served as managing editor of the New England Law Review.

Brendan M. Gage is an associate in the Finance and Restructuring practice of Paul Hastings LLP 
in Chicago, where his practice involves the representation of debtors, creditors, lenders, investors 
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and acquirers of assets in a broad range of restructuring matters, including chapter 11 bankruptcy 
cases, bankruptcy-related acquisitions, debt restructurings and out-of-court insolvency matters. Be-
fore joining Paul Hastings, Mr. Gage was a judicial law clerk to Hon. A. Benjamin Goldgar at the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District of Illinois. He also served as a judicial law clerk to Hon. 
Audrey R. Evans at the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern and Western Districts of Arkansas. Mr. 
Gage received his LL.M. in Bankruptcy and his J.D. from St. John’s University School of Law, where 
he was an articles and notes editor for the ABI Law Review.

Jay S. Geller is a sole practitioner in the Law Office of Jay S. Geller in Portland, Maine, where he 
focuses his practice on complex bankruptcy and commercial litigation, corporate reorganizations, 
workouts and chapter 11 bankruptcies. He has represented creditors’ committees, debtors, trustees, 
secured creditors and unsecured creditors in cases of regional and national significance. Mr. Geller 
has served for many years as a faculty member at the National Institute of Trial Advocacy and the 
ABI Litigation Skills Symposium, teaching trial advocacy skills to commercial and bankruptcy at-
torneys. He frequently speaks to bar and other professional associations on bankruptcy litigation and 
general bankruptcy topics. Previously, Mr. Geller was a partner in the Commercial Law Department 
of Jenner & Block in Chicago until he relocated to Maine in 2000. From 2009-11, he was co-chair of 
the Business Restructuring and Insolvency Practice Group of Bernstein Shur in Portland, Maine. Mr. 
Geller is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification, is AV-
rated by Martindale Hubbell, is recognized by Chambers USA and The Best Lawyers in America for 
his work in bankruptcy law, and is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy. He received his 
A.B. magna cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa from Dartmouth College in 1982, and his J.D. cum laude 
from Boston University School of Law in 1985.

Shanté M. George is a director with Baker Tilly Virchow Krause, LLP in New York and has consult-
ing experience in the areas of forensic investigations and litigation support, financial and operational 
restructuring, and transactional due diligence. She has experience advising companies, unsecured 
creditors, lenders, bankruptcy trustees and examiners in both bankruptcy and out-of-court proceed-
ings. Ms. George manages the day-to-day aspects of engagements, including developing and im-
plementing engagement strategy; challenging and developing business plans and comprehensive, 
long-term multi-divisional financial models; analyzing and preparing cash-flow projections; and con-
ducting claims analyses. She regularly leads large teams in conducting complex forensic and financial 
analyses relating to the evaluation of potential causes of action, reasonably equivalent value, Ponzi 
schemes, asset-misappropriation and tracing, earnings manipulation, and other forensic accounting 
matters. She assists in the preparation of expert reports, preparing experts for testimony and trial, and 
provides litigation support to counsel. She has provided testimony at trial in the Southern District 
of New York in connection with a bankruptcy matter involving alleged fraudulent transfers. Before 
joining Baker Tilly, Ms. George was a senior vice president in the Corporate Recovery & Litigation 
Services practice at Mesirow Financial Consulting, LLC. She was an ABI “40 Under 40” honoree for 
2018. Ms. George received her B.S. in finance from Hampton University.

John Greene is a managing partner and portfolio manager of Bardin Hill Investment Partners LP’s 
litigation finance and opportunistic credit strategies, and is based in New York. Prior to joining the 
firm, he was a distressed-securities analyst for J.P. Morgan Chase, where he published research on 
distressed and high yield securities, made proprietary trading recommendations, and worked with J.P. 
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Morgan Chase’s London-based European high-yield research team. Mr. Greene received his B.A. 
from Franklin & Marshall College in 1999.

Anthony R. Grossi is a partner in the Restructuring Group of Kirkland & Ellis LLP in New York. 
His practice is centered around the representation of distressed companies in all aspects of chapter 11 
reorganizations and out-of-court restructurings. Mr. Grossi formerly served as the bankruptcy counsel 
to the U.S. House of Representatives Committee on the Judiciary in Washington, D.C., where he was 
primarily responsible for bankruptcy, antitrust and certain state taxation issues. Prior to joining the 
subcommittee, he was a restructuring associate with Kirkland & Ellis LLP in New York. Mr. Grossi 
received his B.A. in political science in 2003 from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and his J.D. 
cum laude from Northwestern University Pritzker School of Law in 2009.

Dr. David L. Guevara is a partner with Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP in Indianapolis, where he 
concentrates his practice in complex environmental, litigation and insurance law matters. He is chair 
of the firm’s Brownfield and Site-Development practice area. Mr. Guevara’s legal publications in-
clude Environmental Liability and Insurance Recovery (ABA Publishing 2012) and The Bona Fide 
Prospective Purchaser Defense to CERCLA Liability (ABA Publishing 2013). He is also the author of 
“The Application and Regulation of Institutional Controls in Indiana” in Implementing Institutional 
Controls at Brownfields and Other Contaminated Sites (ABA Publishing 2012). Mr. Guevara’s clients 
include corporations, municipalities, real estate development firms and individuals, each of whom are 
exposed to some form of, or seek to avoid, legal liability. He also assists in the recovery of insurance 
to offset the costs of such legal liability. Mr. Guevara was named a Super Lawyer for Environmental 
Law from 2012-16 and was featured in the article “Hell, Belief and Brownfields,” which was pub-
lished in the 2014 Indiana Super Lawyers magazine. He has also been recognized in Chambers USA 
Best Lawyers for Environmental Law from 2014-18 and in The Best Lawyers in America for Litiga-
tion-Environmental for 2019. Mr. Guevara received his J.D. from the University of Notre Dame Law 
School, where he was the recipient of the Graham Law Fellowship and a Dean’s Award for achieving 
the highest grade in trial advocacy, and was editor-in-chief of The Journal of College and University 
Law. He received his Ph.D. in philosophy and has taught philosophy and world religions courses at 
several colleges and universities.

Karim Guirguis, PMP, CAE, is chief information officer of the American Bankruptcy Institute in 
Alexandria, Va., the nation’s largest association of bankruptcy professionals, comprised of 11,000 
members in multidisciplinary roles, including attorneys, bankers, judges, lenders, professors, turn-
around specialists, accountants, auctioneers and others. He oversees ABI’s Interactive Media and 
Technology Department, which is responsible for ABI’s website, videos, podcasts, distance-learning 
programs and multimedia production. Mr. Guirguis provides vision and leadership in transforming 
and conducting the company’s internal and external IT plans. He joined the ABI staff in 2002 after 
several positions in website architecture and computer animation, most recently with Disney MGM 
Studios in Florida. Mr. Guirguis’s work has earned several awards from his peers, including the pres-
tigious Horizon Award for ABI’s video honoring its founders, as well as the Webby Award for his 
work with Tiffany Inc. and Polo.com. He is a regular presenter on cutting-edge technology issues for 
professional educators such as the American Society of Association Executives, for which he serves 
on its technology board. Mr. Guirguis received his B.S. in electrical engineering from Cambridge 
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University in England and his Master’s in multimedia and animation from George Mason University, 
and he is working toward completing an executive M.B.A. program at the Harvard Business School.

James J. Haller is a practitioner with Haller Law Group in Mundelein, Ill., where he practices 
bankruptcy and consumer protection law. He served as president of the National Association of Con-
sumer Bankruptcy Attorneys (NACBA) in 2017 and served as a commissioner on ABI’s Commis-
sion on Consumer Bankruptcy. Mr. Haller co-founded the U.S. Bankruptcy Association of Southern 
Illinois (BASIL) in 2004, for which he served a term as its president. He has also served as a panelist 
for several organizations, including ABI, NACBA, the National Association of Chapter 13 Trustees 
(NACTT), the Illinois State Bar Association, Illinois Institute for Continuing Legal Education, Il-
linois Housing in Action, Illinois Attorney General’s office and Land of Lincoln Legal Services. Mr. 
Haller received his B.A. from Carleton College in Northfield, Minn., and his J.D. from Washington 
University in St. Louis.

Hon. Michelle M. Harner is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Maryland in Baltimore, ap-
pointed in 2017. Prior to her appointment to the bench, she was the Francis King Carey Professor of 
Law and the Director of the Business Law Program at the University of Maryland Francis King Carey 
School of Law, where she taught courses in bankruptcy and creditors’ rights, business associations, 
business planning, corporate finance and the legal profession. Judge Harner lectured frequently dur-
ing her academic career on various topics involving corporate governance, financially distressed enti-
ties, risk management and related legal issues. Her academic scholarship is widely published, with 
her publications appearing in, among others, the Vanderbilt Law Review, Notre Dame Law Review, 
Washington University Law Review, Minnesota Law Review, Indiana Law Journal, Fordham Law 
Review (reprinted in Corporate Practice Commentator), Washington & Lee Law Review, William & 
Mary Law Review, University of Illinois Law Review, Arizona Law Review (reprinted in Corporate 
Practice Commentator) and Florida Law Review. Judge Harner has served as the Associate Reporter 
to the Advisory Committee on the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure, the Reporter to the ABI 
Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11, and a member of the Dodd-Frank Study Working 
Group for the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts. She also served as the Robert M. Zinman 
ABI Resident Scholar for the fall of 2015. Judge Harner is an elected member of the American Law 
Institute and Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy. She previously was in private practice 
in business restructuring, insolvency, bankruptcy and related transactional fields, most recently as a 
partner at the Chicago office of the international law firm Jones Day. Judge Harner received her B.A. 
cum laude from Boston College in 1992 and her J.D. summa cum laude from The Ohio State Univer-
sity College of Law in 1995.

Peter Hartheimer is a managing director with Sherwood Partners, Inc. in New York and has more 
than 20 years of experience as a management consultant. His focus is on the orderly wind-down of 
distressed corporations and divestitures of their underlying assets. He has worked as a principal for 
private-equity concerns and as an agent as an investment banker. Mr. Hartheimer’s client engagements 
include capital restructuring, corporate reorganizations, equity and creditors’ committees, buy- and 
sell-side advisory, and asset-disposition. He concentrates in middle-market distressed transactions 
and has experience working with state and federal insolvency processes. He has participated in over 
100 dissolutions and is experienced in asset-recovery, corporate turnarounds and asset management 
in such industries as energy, health care, commercial and general aviation, automotive, rail, materi-
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als handling, general manufacturing, pulp & paper, agribusiness, e.com, retail and distribution. Most 
recently, Mr. Hartheimer has been the representative to the assignee in multiple assignments for the 
benefit of creditors. In his capacity as fiduciary, he is tasked with executing the wind-down of domes-
tic technology companies and their foreign subsidiaries. In addition to his professional credits, Mr. 
Hartheimer is a member of ABI, the Turnaround Management Association and WorkOUT LGBTQ’s 
in Restructuring, where he is an emeritus board member. He is a graduate of the State University of 
New York at New Paltz.

Hon. Bruce A. Harwood is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of New Hampshire in Con-
cord, appointed to the bench in March 2013. He also serves on the First Circuit’s Bankruptcy Appel-
late Panel. Prior to his appointment to the bench, Judge Harwood chaired the Bankruptcy, Insolvency 
and Creditors’ Rights Group at Sheehan Phinney Bass + Green in Manchester, N.H., representing 
business debtors, asset-purchasers, secured and unsecured creditors, creditors’ committees, trustees 
in bankruptcy, and insurance and banking regulators in connection with the rehabilitation and liqui-
dation of insolvent insurers and trust companies. He was a chapter 7 panel trustee in the District of 
New Hampshire and mediated disputes arising in debtor/creditor relations. Judge Harwood serves 
on ABI’s Board of Directors on its Communication, Information and Technology Committee. He 
served as co-chair of ABI’s Commercial Fraud Committee, as program co-chair of (and presently 
as judicial advisor to) ABI’s Northeast Bankruptcy Conference; and as Northeast Regional Chair of 
the ABI Endowment Fund’s Development Committee. He also served on ABI’s Civility Task Force. 
Judge Harwood is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and was consistently recognized 
in the bankruptcy law section of The Best Lawyers in America, in New England SuperLawyers and by 
Chambers USA. He received his B.A. from Northwestern University and his J.D. from Washington 
University School of Law.

S. Gregory Hays, CTP, CIRA is the founder and managing principal of Hays Financial Consult-
ing, LLC in Atlanta and is a court-appointed fiduciary and forensic accountant who specializes in 
recovering funds from insolvent companies and investment offerings. He is routinely appointed by 
federal and state courts as a receiver or bankruptcy trustee to manage businesses in order to maximize 
recovery for creditors, and he has been appointed as a fiduciary by courts in seven states. Mr. Hays 
is a recognized expert in Ponzi schemes and receiverships and has been quoted in many articles in 
national publications. The TV show “American Greed” featured a story about a Ponzi scheme where 
he served as receiver. Other cases have been the subject of TV broadcasts including CNN’s “Ander-
son Cooper,” “CBS Evening News” and many local news programs. He has spoken on bankruptcy, 
receiver and fraud issues at conferences sponsored by ABI, ACFE, AIRA, IAAR, INSOL, NABT, 
NACM, NAFER, NCBJ, TMA and other professional organizations. Mr. Hays has 39 years of finan-
cial experience, including 29 years managing insolvency cases and investigating fraud. He manages 
a firm of corporate financial consultants that specializes in turnarounds, workouts, asset-recovery, 
forensic accounting, litigation support and interim management. Mr. Hays serves on the board of di-
rectors for the Association of Insolvency & Restructuring Advisors and serves as the Immediate Past 
President of the National Association of Federal Equity Receivers (NAFER). He received his B.B.A. 
in finance from Stetson University and his M.B.A. in finance from Georgia State University.

William H. Henrich, CPA is co-chair of Getzler Henrich & Associates LLC in New York and has 
nearly 30 years of experience in turnaround and crisis management, loan workout, bankruptcy con-
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sulting and performance improvement covering more than 400 engagements. His specific areas of 
expertise include operational restructuring, improving business operations, management practices, 
cash flow and profitability; financial restructuring, negotiating and implementing corporate finance 
solutions including debt restructuring, refinancing, and distressed mergers and acquisitions; eval-
uating/crafting company operations, business plans and financial projections; guiding companies 
through workout, turnaround and chapter 11 processes and maximizing their value and recovery for 
stakeholders, including as CRO or interim CEO; and advising secured and unsecured creditors dur-
ing chapter 11 bankruptcy proceedings, including developing plans of reorganization and providing 
bankruptcy forensic analysis to support litigation. Prior to joining Getzler Henrich, Mr. Henrich was 
managing director and founder of the New York practice of a prominent middle-market corporate re-
structuring firm. He also served in Arthur Andersen’s corporate recovery services group. In 1982, Mr. 
Henrich started Andersen’s New York bankruptcy and restructuring practice and was a member of the 
core partner group responsible for establishing policy and directing the practice nationwide. He also 
held senior executive finance, operational and sales/marketing positions with Arrow Electronics, the 
world’s largest electronics distribution company. His efforts helped the company significantly reduce 
operating costs, improve market penetration and increase profitability. Named by Turnarounds & 
Workouts magazine in its feature “People to Watch - Business Professionals Making Their Mark,” Mr. 
Henrich is a former president of the Turnaround Management Association’s New York chapter and 
frequently lectures and writes on turnaround and bankruptcy issues, and served as co-chair of ABI’s 
Chapter 11 Reform Commission’s Governance Committee. Mr. Henrich holds a B.B.A. from Baruch 
College, City University of New York, and an M.B.A. from Harvard Business School.

Hon. David W. Hercher is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge in the District of Oregon in Portland. Prior to 
taking the bench in 2017, he was an attorney and partner at Miller Nash LLP in both their Portland 
and Seattle offices. Judge Hercher received his B.A. from the University of Oregon and his J.D. from 
the University of California at Berkeley School of Law.

Brent Herlihy is vice president of Restructuring at PJT Partners Inc. in New York. Previously, he 
was a restructuring associate with The Blackstone Group and an IB analyst with Lazard. Mr. Herlihy 
received his Bachelor’s degree in politics from Princeton University, his M.B.A. from Harvard Busi-
ness School and his J.D. from Harvard Law School.

Brian S. Hermann is a partner with Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP in New York and 
deputy chair of its Bankruptcy and Corporate Reorganization Department. He focuses on a range of 
restructuring and bankruptcy matters for both borrower and lender clients, and he is experienced in 
representing clients in complex out-of-court restructurings and chapter 11 cases nationwide across a 
variety of industries. He also routinely represents clients in complex litigation arising out of chapter 
11. Mr. Hermann writes frequently on bankruptcy issues and has published articles that have ap-
peared in the New York Law Journal, The Deal, ABI Journal and International Corporate Rescue. He 
recently co-authored the “USA” chapter of The Strategic View - Corporate Restructuring, published 
by the Global Legal Group. Mr. Hermann serves on the Practicing Law Institute’s Bankruptcy and 
Creditor Rights Advisory Committee, and he is recognized in Chambers USA, The Legal 500, The 
Best Lawyers in America and Super Lawyers in the area of bankruptcy and corporate restructuring. 
Some of his notable cases have included Electric Holdings Co. LLC, Sabine Oil & Gas, Arch Coal, 
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Toys ’R Us, Simon Property Group and Preferred Sands. Mr. Hermann received his B.B.A. summa 
cum laude in 1991 from Pace University and his J.D. in 1996 from UCLA School of Law.

Henry E. Hildebrand, III is a chapter 13 trustee for the Middle District of Tennessee in Nashville. 
He is also Of Counsel to the Nashville law firm of Lassiter, Tidwell, Davis, PLLC. He is a Fellow 
of the American College of Bankruptcy and the Nashville Bar Foundation. Mr. Hildebrand is Board 
Certified in Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification. He chairs of the Leg-
islative and Legal Affairs Committee of the National Association of Chapter 13 Trustees (NACTT) 
and sits on the board of directors for the NACTT Academy for Consumer Bankruptcy Education, 
Inc. He is also an adjunct faculty member of the Nashville School of Law and St. John’s University 
School of Law. In addition, he serves on ABI’s Commission on Consumer Bankruptcy. Mr. Hildeb-
rand graduated from Vanderbilt University and received his J.D. from the National Law Center of 
George Washington University.

Hon. Barbara J. Houser is the Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Texas in 
Dallas. She serves on the Judicial Conference Committee on the Administration of the Bankruptcy 
System and is a member of the Federal Judicial Center faculty that teaches new bankruptcy judges. 
In March 2017, Judge Houser was appointed by Chief Justice John G. Roberts, Jr. to the board of 
directors of the Federal Judicial Center. Judge Houser, who lectures and publishes frequently on 
corporate restructuring and insolvency law, is a past chairman of the Dallas Bar Association’s Com-
mittee on Bankruptcy and Corporate Reorganization, is a member of the Dallas, Texas and American 
Bar Associations, and is a fellow of the Texas and American Bar Foundations. She was a contributing 
author to Collier on Bankruptcy for many years and taught creditors’ rights as a visiting professor at 
the SMU Dedman School of Law. Before becoming a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge on January 20, 2000, 
Judge Houser was in private practice, where she represented clients in a variety of significant chapter 
11 cases across the country, including serving as lead debtor’s counsel for Dow Corning Corp. Judge 
Houser was elected a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy in 1994, served as an officer 
and member of its board of directors, and remains active in the College. In 1996, she was elected a 
conferee of the National Bankruptcy Conference, and after becoming a bankruptcy judge, she joined 
the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, served as its president in 2009-10. Prior to her ap-
pointment, Judge Houser was with Locke, Purnell, Boren, Laney & Neely and Sheinfeld, Maley & 
Kay, P.C., both in Dallas. She currently serves as ABI’s Vice President-Research Grants. In June 
2017, she was appointed to serve as the leader of a five federal judge mediation teach in the Title III 
proceedings under PROMESA for the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and four related governmental 
instrumentalities. Judge Houser received her undergraduate degree with high distinction from the 
University of Nebraska and her J.D. from Southern Methodist University Law School, where she was 
editor of its law review.

Hon. David W. Houston, III is a retired U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Missis-
sippi and practices with Mitchell, McNutt & Sams in Aberdeen, Miss., where his practice is focused 
on commercial transactions, commercial litigation, bankruptcy and creditors’ rights. As a judge, he 
also presided over cases in the Southern District of Mississippi, Middle District of Louisiana, and the 
Northern, Southern and Western Districts of Texas. Judge Houston conducted trials in numerous con-
sumer and complex business cases and authored hundreds of published opinions. Prior to assuming 
the bench, he was a partner for 11 years in the Aberdeen, Miss., law firm of Houston, Chamberlain 
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and Houston. He also served as a special agent with the FBI in Washington, D.C., Tampa, Fla., and 
New York City. Due to his experience in the area of alternative dispute resolution, he is available to 
conduct mediation and arbitration proceedings. Judge Houston was a member of ABI’s Commission 
on Consumer Bankruptcy. He received his B.B.A. in accountancy in 1966 and his J.D. in 1969 from 
the University of Mississippi.

David W. Houston, IV is a partner with Burr & Forman LLP in Nashville, Tenn., represents secured 
creditors and other lenders in commercial bankruptcy proceedings, out-of-court restructurings, and 
state and federal court receiverships. He has also represented corporate debtors, creditors’ commit-
tees, trustees and numerous other constituencies in all aspects of chapter 11 bankruptcy cases. Mr. 
Houston is a member of the Tennessee Bar Association (past chair of its Bankruptcy Section Execu-
tive Council), the Nashville Bar Association (past chair, Bankruptcy Court Committee; past chair, 
Local Rules Subcommittee), the Mississippi and American Bar Associations, the Mid-South Com-
mercial Law Institute (director, 2003-08), ABI (past co-chair, Ethics and Professional Compensation 
Committee; past co-chair, Southeast Bankruptcy Workshop) and a current board member and imme-
diate past president of the Turnaround Management Association’s Tennessee Chapter. He has been 
recognized in The Best Lawyers in America for his work in Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights 
since 2010, and by Chambers USA as a Leading Practitioner in Bankruptcy/Restructuring Litigation 
(2014-17) and Mid-South Super Lawyers for Bankruptcy: Business (2016-18). Mr. Houston received 
his J.D. in 2000 from the University of Mississippi School of Law.

Hannah White Hutman is a partner at Hoover Penrod, PLC in Harrisonburg, Va., where her practice 
focuses on representing both creditors and debtors in bankruptcy proceedings under chapters 7, 11, 12 
and 13 and insolvency-related matters. In addition, she has represented national and regional banks in 
collection matters, including restructuring obligations, asset liquidations and dispositions, and fore-
closures. Ms. Hutman is a member of the panel of Chapter 7 Trustees for the Western District of 
Virginia. She currently serves as a member of the Board of Governors of the Bankruptcy Law Section 
for the Virginia State Bar. Ms. Hutman is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell, has routinely been listed 
in Super Lawyers as a “Rising Star,” selected as a member of Virginia’s “Legal Elite,” and honored as 
one of ABI’s “40 Under 40” in 2018. She received her B.A summa cum laude from Columbia Union 
College in Takoma Park, Md., and her J.D. from the Marshall Wythe School of Law at the College of 
William and Mary in Williamsburg, Va.

James R. Irving is the managing partner of the Louisville, Ky., office of Bingham Greenebaum 
Doll LLP and chair of its Bankruptcy/Restructuring Practice Group, where he focuses his practice on 
bankruptcy matters and creditors’ rights, as well as commercial litigation. He has experience repre-
senting debtors, creditors, committees, trustees, buyers of distressed assets, and creditors in chapter 
11 and chapter 7 bankruptcy cases, in addition to representing creditors in foreclosure proceedings 
and other litigation. He has also practiced commercial litigation with a broad range of experience in 
state and federal courts and before the American Arbitration Association. Mr. Irving was honored 
as one of ABI’s “40 Under 40” in its 2017 inaugura; class. He also received the Chicago Bar Asso-
ciation’s Exceptional Young Lawyer Award in 2013. His experience with matters of juvenile justice 
through his pro bono work has led to opportunities to teach CLEs and edit publications on the subject 
for the American Bar Association. Mr. Irving is admitted to practice in Illinois and Kentucky, as well 
as before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit, the U.S. District Courts for the Eastern and 
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Western Districts of Kentucky, the Northern and Southern Districts of Illinois, the Southern District 
of Indiana, U.S. District Court, the Eastern and Western Districts of Michigan and the District of 
Wisconsin. He received his B.A. in 2005 in history and political science from Williams College and 
his J.D. in 2008 from Vanderbilt University Law School.

Robbin L. Itkin is a partner with DLA Piper in Los Angeles and is also a mediator, trustee and advi-
sor. Among her high-profile clients are entertainers, producers, directors, writers and athletes, com-
pany CEOs and board members, as well as private and public companies in the entertainment, sports, 
real estate, hospitality, manufacturing, energy, retail, transportation and other industries. Ms. Itkin 
has successfully restructured billions of dollars of debt in out-of-court restructurings and in chapter 
11 bankruptcy cases. She frequently speaks at educational conferences regarding commercial, bank-
ruptcy and other matters including women’s issues, and has provided legal commentary for television 
and radio shows. She appeared on NBC’s Los Angeles affiliate, where she discussed her representa-
tion of season ticket-holders in the Los Angeles Dodgers bankruptcy case. She has also offered com-
mentary on other television news outlets, including “NBC Nightly News with Brian Williams,” the 
“Today Show,” where she spoke on women in the workplace, and C-SPAN, where she interviewed 
U.S. Supreme Court Justice Anthony Kennedy. The Century City Bar Association named Ms. Itkin 
“Bankruptcy Lawyer of the Year” for 2013, and she has been named among the Top 100 Southern 
California Super Lawyers as well as among the Top 50 Women Southern California Super Lawyers. 
She also is listed as a “Top 100” in Who’s Who in LA Law and is recognized in The Best Lawyers 
in America. Ms. Itkin currently serves as a Board Member Emeritus for the City of Hope National 
Medical Center and Beckman Cancer Research Institute, and as a board member for the Los Angeles 
Women’s Leadership Council. She received her B.A. in 1981 from the University of California - Los 
Angeles and her J.D. in 1984 from the University of Southern California.

Eric L. Johnson is a partner at Spencer Fane LLP in Kansas City, Mo., and the co-practice group 
leader for its Banking and Financial Services Group. His practice involves representation of secured 
creditors, trustees and other interested parties in insolvency-related matters. Mr. Johnson is a fre-
quent speaker on insolvency-related topics, serves as the Education Director for ABI’s Secured Credit 
Committee and is a member of the ABI/UMKC Midwestern Bankruptcy Institute advisory board as 
well as ABI’s Midwest Regional Endowment Committee. In addition, he chairs the Missouri Bar’s 
Business/Corporate Division and is the president-elect and an executive committee member for the 
Kansas Bar Association’s Bankruptcy and Insolvency Section. Mr. Johnson has been listed in The 
Best Lawyers in America and the Kansas City Business Journal’s “Best of the Bar,” and is listed as a 
Missouri and Kansas Super Lawyers. He is also Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the 
American Board of Certification. Mr. Johnson received his undergraduate degree from the University 
of Northern Iowa and his J.D. from the University of Iowa College of Law.

Soneet R. Kapila is a founding partner of KapilaMukamal, LLP in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., where he 
focuses on litigation support, restructuring, insolvency, fiduciary and creditors’ rights matters. He 
regularly advises clients about the insolvency implications involved in business transactions, and rep-
resents debtors, secured creditors and creditors’ committees in formulating, analyzing and negotiating 
plans of reorganization. Mr. Kapila is a recognized expert in fraudulent conveyance, Ponzi scheme 
and insolvency issues. He has provided expert testimony and extensive litigation support services 
to law firms involving complex insolvency issues and in commercial damages. To that end, he has 
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worked in conjunction with the SEC, the FBI and the U.S. Attorney’s Office, and has served both as a 
consultant and expert witness for litigation matters in state and federal courts. Mr. Kapila is a federal 
bankruptcy trustee and has served as an examiner, chief restructuring officer, chapter 11 trustee, liqui-
dating trustee, corporate monitor (SEC appointment), and state and federal court-appointed receiver 
of operating businesses in numerous matters in the Southern and Middle Districts of Florida. He has 
spoken to various groups, including New York Law School, St. Thomas University Law School, Na-
tional Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees, Receiver’s 
Forum, Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors, Florida Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants, National Business Institute, National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees (NABT) and 
ABI on topics related to insolvency, underperforming businesses and insolvency taxation. Mr. Kapila 
is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and was named best trustee in the Daily Business 
Review’s “Best of 2012.” He is also on the board of directors and is a past president and past chairman 
of the Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors, co-chairs ABI’s Southeast Bankruptcy 
Workshop, and co-authored Fraud and Forensics: Piercing Through the Deception in a Commercial 
Fraud Case (ABI 2015). Mr. Kapila received his M.B.A. in 1978 from Cranfield School of Manage-
ment.

Hon. Michael B. Kaplan is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of New Jersey in Trenton, ap-
pointed on Oct. 3, 2006. Prior to taking the bench, he served as a standing chapter 13 bankruptcy 
trustee, as well as an appointed trustee in chapter 7, 11 and 12 cases. Judge Kaplan has spoken to 
numerous bar associations and business organizations, including the New Jersey Judicial College, 
National Association of Chapter 13 Trustees, National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees, Turn-
around Management Association, New York Institute of Credit, Bloomberg, L.P., American Confer-
ence Institute, Pennsylvania Bar Institute, National Business Institute and the New Jersey Institute 
for Continuing Legal Education. He is also an adjunct professor at Rutgers University School of Law, 
has authored several articles relating to bankruptcy issues and is a co-author of West’s Consumer 
Bankruptcy Manual and Consumer Bankruptcy Handbook. He also serves as on the editorial board 
and as business manager of the American Bankruptcy Law Journal. Judge Kaplan is the recipient of 
the National Association of Chapter 13 Trustees’ 2006 Distinguished Service Award and the New 
Jersey State Bar Association’s 1999 Legislative Recognition Award. He has been appointed by the 
director of the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts to a term as the Third Circuit representative to 
the Bankruptcy Judges Advisory Group, in addition appointments as the bankruptcy judge represen-
tative on both the Human Resources Advisory Council and Budget & Finance Advisory Council to 
the AOUSC. Judge Kaplan received his A.B. from Georgetown University in 1984 and his J.D. from 
Fordham University School of Law in 1987.

Eve H. Karasik is a partner at Levene, Neale, Bender, Yoo & Brill L.L.P. in Los Angeles and focuses 
her practice on the representation of business entities in many different industries in connection with 
restructuring initiatives. In addition to representing corporate debtors, she has represented creditors’ 
committees, equity committees and significant creditors in cases pending around the country. Ms. 
Karasik’s prior debtor engagements include Cornerstone Apparel, Inc. (Los Angeles), Anna’s Linens 
Inc. (Santa Ana, Calif.), Imperial Capital Bancorp Inc. (San Diego), Utah 7000, LLC, et al. (Salt Lake 
City), Falcon Products Inc., et al. (St. Louis), Clark Retail Group, et al. (Chicago), MJ Research Inc. 
(Reno, Nev.) and U.S. Aggregates Inc., et al. (Reno, Nev.). Her creditor and equity committee rep-
resentations include Circus and Eldorado Joint Venture, et al. (Reno, Nev.), Riviera Holdings Corp., 
et al. (Las Vegas), Eurofresh Inc., et al. (Phoenix), USA Capital First Trust Deed Fund (Las Vegas), 



2019 ANNUAL SPRING MEETING

908

Aladdin Gaming Inc. (Las Vegas) and Amerco (Reno, Nev.). Ms. Karasik served as counsel to the 
trustee in the Securities Investor Protection Corp. liquidation proceeding of W.S. Clearing Inc. (Los 
Angeles), counsel to the examiner in the Fontainebleau Las Vegas Holdings LLC, et al. case (Miami) 
and counsel to the J.T. Thorpe Settlement Trust, Thorpe Insulation Company Settlement Trust, Plant 
Insulation Settlement Trust and Western Asbestos Settlement Trust (Reno, Nev.). She received the 
Century City Bankruptcy Attorney of the Year Award for 2014 from the Century City Bar Association, 
and the Turnaround Management Association’s 2007 Large Company Transaction of the Year award 
for her work on the U.S.A. Commercial Mortgage Co. chapter 11 cases. Ms. Karasik was inducted as 
a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy in March 2019. She has been ranked in Chambers 
USA, Band 4, Bankruptcy and Restructuring, California 2018, and has received several awards in 
her field, including the Century City Bar Association Bankruptcy Attorney of the Year for 2015, and 
the Turnaround Managers Association “2007 Large Company Transaction of the Year” award for her 
work on the U.S.A. Commercial Mortgage Company chapter 11 cases. She has also been named in 
Southern California States Super Lawyers® from 2012-18 for Bankruptcy & Creditor/Debtor Rights 
and in The Best Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights Law from 2007-
18. Rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell, Ms. Karasik is a member of several professional 
organizations, including serving as an executive committee member and board member of the Los 
Angeles Bankruptcy Forum (2014-19) and as an ABI Board member. She also served as Ninth Circuit 
Judicial Conference Lawyer Representative from 2015-18. Ms. Karasik routinely speaks and writes 
about complex restructuring topics. She is a member of the California Bar and is admitted to practice 
before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, the U.S. District Court for Central District of 
California, and the U.S. Bankruptcy Courts for the Central, Southern, Northern and Eastern Districts 
of California. Ms. Karasik received her B.A. with high honors from the University of California, 
Berkeley in 1984 and her J.D. from the University of Southern California in 1991, where she was a 
member of the Order of the Coif.

Tobias S. Keller is a partner with Keller & Benvenutti LLP in San Francisco, where he counsels 
clients in a variety of industries dealing with financial distress, advising on dislocations arising from 
excessive leverage, uncontrolled litigation, or unanticipated employee or vendor problems, and the 
governance questions that arise in connection with those challenges. Mr. Keller has represented sev-
eral overleveraged, venture-backed technology clients through out-of-court restructurings and/or 
bankruptcy-preparation projects; he has advised technology companies of all sorts (hardware, soft-
ware, e-commerce, semiconductor), biotech and life science companies, and “old economy” compa-
nies including a professional consulting company, a nutritional supplement company, various retail-
ers, trucking companies and airlines. He also has advised private-equity funds, parent companies and 
joint venturers in the restructuring of affiliates and strategies that both minimize legal exposure while 
maximizing their returns; committees in obtaining substantially increased returns for unsecured cred-
itors; and buyers in acquiring distressed properties. Mr. Keller regularly lectures for organizations 
on governance, distressed mergers and acquisitions, and various restructuring topics. He is a Fellow 
in the American College of Bankruptcy and has been recognized as a leading lawyer in publications 
including Chambers USA and PLI Which Lawyer? Mr. Keller received his B.A. magna cum laude in 
1985 from Harvard College and his J.D. in 1990 from Stanford Law School.

Richardo I. Kilpatrick is the president of Kilpatrick & Associates, PC in Auburn Hills, Mich., where 
he focuses on corporate, consumer and commercial litigation and bankruptcy, real property remedies 
for creditors, real property transactions and general corporate counseling, and specializes in creditors’ 
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rights and insolvency law. He is a past president and chairman of ABI and has served on the board of 
directors for the American College of Bankruptcy. Mr. Kilpatrick is a member of the ABA’s Litiga-
tion Committee and Business Law Committee, the Federal and Oakland County Bar Associations, the 
National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees’ Ethics Committee, the National Association of Chapter 
13 Trustees’ Bankruptcy Arbitration and Mediation Services and board of directors, and the Trustees’ 
Education Network’s board of directors, and he has been an interviewer for admissions for the Har-
vard Alumni Association and an adjunct professor at St. John’s University School of Law’s LL.M. 
in Bankruptcy program. Mr. Kilpatrick has spoken at the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges 
and is a presenter at numerous seminars focusing on bankruptcy and collections presented by the 
Institute of Continuing Legal Education faculty for the Norton Litigation Institute, PESI and ABI. He 
is a frequent speaker and an editor for Norton’s Treatise on Bankruptcy, and he frequently publishes 
articles on consumer and commercial bankruptcy. In October 2008, Mr. Kilpatrick was invited to be 
a conferee at the National Bankruptcy Conference, and in August 2011 he accepted an invitation to 
serve as a member of the Judicial Conference Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy Rules. He is Board 
Certified in Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification, and he received his 
B.A. in economics in 1973 from Harvard University and his J.D. in 1982 from the University of 
Michigan Law School.

Teresa C. Kohl is a managing director for SSG Capital Advisors, LLC in West Conshohocken, Pa., 
and is responsible for originating and leading investment banking transactions, as well as managing 
SSG’s litigation advisory practice. She has completed more than 100 restructuring matters, including 
refinancing and sale transactions for middle-market companies in bankruptcy proceedings and out-of-
court workouts. Prior to her transition to investment banking, Ms. Kohl led financial and operational 
restructuring engagements for boutique advisory firms. Her past clients include publicly traded, pri-
vately held, private-equity sponsored and family-owned companies in the health care, retail, manu-
facturing, building products and financial services industries. Ms. Kohl is a frequent speaker on finan-
cial and operational restructuring issues, bankruptcy, and special-situation transactions. She serves 
on ABI’s Board of Directors and as an executive board member and vice president of Conferences 
for the Turnaround Management Association (TMA Global). She was the first woman to lead TMA’s 
largest global chapter (New York City) as president, and she co-founded TMA Global’s Network of 
Women. Ms. Kohl is an active member of the Association for Corporate Growth, the Association of 
Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors and the International Women’s Insolvency and Restructuring 
Confederation. She received her B.S. from Villanova University School of Business.

Alexa J. Kranzley is a special counsel in Sullivan & Cromwell LLP’s Finance and Restructuring 
Group in New York. She represents companies and creditors in chapter 11 proceedings and out-of-
court corporate and financial restructurings, as well as and private-equity and hedge funds in connec-
tion with distressed transactions and special-situation investments. Ms. Kranzley also has experience 
handling adversary proceedings, contested matters and both debtor and creditor representations in 
bankruptcy proceedings. Ms. Kranzley’s practice is international, and she has worked in collabora-
tion with the firm’s other offices on substantive matters involving restructurings in other jurisdic-
tions. Ms. Kranzley was honored as a member of ABI’s 2018 “40 Under 40” class and nominated and 
inducted in 2017 into the International Insolvency Institute’s NextGen Leadership Program. She is 
also recognized by IFLR1000 2018 as a “Rising Star.” Ms. Kranzley received her B.S. in 2005 from 
Cornell University and her J.D. in 2008 from Brooklyn Law School.
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Mark P. Kronfeld is a managing director of Tennenbaum Capital Partners, LLC in New York, where 
he focuses on special situations and distressed investments, as well as opportunities in rescue financ-
ing, direct lending and private credit. He is also responsible for leading workouts and restructurings 
relating to the funds’ investments. Prior to joining TCP, Mr. Kronfeld was a partner and portfolio 
manager at Plymouth Lane Capital Management, where he built and led the firm’s distressed and 
special-situations investment strategy. Prior to Plymouth Lane, he was a managing director at Blue-
Mountain Capital and a partner at Owl Creek Asset Management. Before his career in finance, Mr. 
Kronfeld was a bankruptcy lawyer and litigator at large NYC law firm. He also served as a prosecutor 
in New York City, where he investigated and prosecuted serious felony cases (achieving a 100 percent 
jury trial conviction rate) involving, among other things, complex white-collar crime, fraud, orga-
nized crime and murder. As an adjunct professor at Boston University School of Law, Mr. Kronfeld 
teaches Introduction to Financial Restructuring. He also serves as a lecturer at Columbia Business 
School, Yale, Wharton, Duke and UVA, where he teaches classes in advanced distressed investing 
and corporate restructuring to graduate business students. He also served as a member of the board 
of directors of Reorg Research, Inc. Mr. Kronfeld is a frequent guest speaker, author, lecturer and 
conference panelist on topics in distressed investing, bankruptcy and restructuring. He is a member 
of ABI and also served as a member of the advisory committee on Governance and Supervision of 
Chapter 11 Cases and Companies for ABI’s Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11. Mr. Kro-
nfeld received his B.A. from the State University of New York at Albany, his M.B.A. in finance from 
New York University and his J.D. from Boston University School of Law, where he was an Edward 
F. Hennessey Scholar and a research assistant.

Richard E. Kruger is a partner with Jaffe Raitt Heuer & Weiss in Southfield, Mich., and is a turn-
around specialist with a focus on finance and restructuring. He has a national practice focusing on both 
the transactional and litigation aspects of bankruptcy law, debtor and creditor rights, workouts and 
financing transactions. Mr. Kruger’s client representations have included original equipment manu-
facturers, borrowers, debtors, secured parties, landlords, purchasers, receivers, avoidance defendants 
and unsecured creditors’ committees. He has presented at seminars and written articles on general 
bankruptcy issues, collection laws and the intersection of bankruptcy and intellectual property. Mr. 
Kruger is a member of the advisory board for ABI’s Central States Bankruptcy Workshop and was 
listed as a Super Lawyers “Rising Star” for 2011-12, as well as a dbusiness “Top Lawyer.” He is also 
a member of the State Bar of Michigan, ABI and the Federal Bar Association. Mr. Kruger received his 
B.A. from Michigan State University and his J.D. with honors from Chicago-Kent College of Law.

Donald R. Lassman is a sole practitioner with the Law Office of Donald R. Lassman in Needham, 
Mass., concentrating in the areas of bankruptcy, insolvency and business reorganization since 1983. 
He is a member of the bar of the Commonwealths of Pennsylvania and Massachusetts, the Boston 
Bar Association, the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees and ABI, and has been a member 
of the Panel of Chapter 7 Trustees for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Massachusetts 
since 1995. Mr. Lassman participates in many continuing legal education programs as chair and 
panelist and has written extensively on legal issues relating to insolvency and bankruptcy, includ-
ing most recently as a contributing author for Bankruptcy Practice in Massachusetts, published by 
Massachusetts Continuing Legal Education Inc. in 2014, and Reaffirmation Agreements in Consumer 
Bankruptcy Cases,” first published by ABI in 2009 with a second edition published in 2010. He also 
co-authored Moving for Relief from the Automatic Stay in Bankruptcy published by Massachusetts 
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Continuing Legal Education Inc. in 2015. Mr. Lassman received his J.D. from the University of Pitts-
burgh in 1983.

Prof. Robert M. Lawless is the Max L. Rowe Professor of Law and co-director of the Program on 
Law, Behavior & Social Science at the University of Illinois College of Law in Champaign, Ill. He 
also served as the College’s associate dean for research from 2013-16. Prof. Lawless specializes in 
bankruptcy, consumer finance and business law. He is a co-author for the eighth edition of Secured 
Transactions: A Systems Approach, a leading textbook on secured transactions. He also co-authored 
Empirical Methods in Law, a textbook on empirical methodologies as applied to the study of law and 
newly released in a second edition in 2016. Prof. Lawless serves as the reporter for ABI’s Commis-
sion on Consumer Bankruptcy and is an associate editor for the Law & Society Review. He also is a 
member of the American Law Institute, the National Bankruptcy Conference and the American Col-
lege of Bankruptcy. Prof. Lawless has testified before Congress, and his work has been featured in 
media outlets such as CNN, C-SPAN, NPR, the New York Times, the Wall Street Journal, USA Today, 
the National Law Journal, the L.A. Times and the Financial Times. He received both his undergradu-
ate degree in accounting and his J.D. from the University of Illinois, during which time he served as 
editor-in-chief of the University of Illinois Law Review.

Neil F. Luria, CIRA is senior managing director with SOLIC Capital Advisors, LLC in Evanston, 
Ill., and and specializes in capital restructuring and operational support on behalf of the firm’s clients. 
He has experience negotiating and structuring acquisitions, divestitures and structured settlements, 
overseeing asset liquidations and restructuring leases. While at SOLIC Capital Advisors (and its pre-
decessors, Navigant Capital Advisors, LLC and Casas Benjamin & White, LLC), he has structured 
and overseen the successful disposition of more than 250 business units, with a particular emphasis in 
health care, financial services, real estate and distribution industries. Mr. Luria has overseen numer-
ous operating and capital restructurings and in the capacity of Chief Restructuring Officer, fiduciary, 
board member and advisor. Before joining SOLIC, he served as president of BMJ Medical Manage-
ment, Inc., an operator of ambulatory surgery centers, imaging centers, risk-bearing IPAs and physi-
cian practices, where he had previously served as executive vice president and general counsel. While 
at BMJ, he oversaw the company’s liquidation efforts, which realized a 100 percent recovery to its 
Senior Secured Lenders. Prior to BMJ, he practiced with Jones Day Reavis & Pogue, representing 
venture capital and leveraged buyout funds in connection with their portfolio investments, related 
add-on acquisitions and subsequent divestiture transactions. In addition, he was involved in numer-
ous securities offerings ranging from global initial public offerings to private placements. Mr. Luria 
is FINRA Series 63 and 79 licensed. He received his B.S. in economics from the Wharton School of 
the University of Pennsylvania and his J.D. from Boston University School of Law, where he served 
on the Boston University Law Review.

Prof. Bruce A. Markell is a professor of bankruptcy law and practice at Northwestern University’s 
Pritzker School of Law in Chicago. From 2013-15, he was the Jeffrey A. Stoops Professor of Law 
at Florida State University School of Law, and before that he was a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the 
District of Nevada, a position he had held since 2004. After law school, he clerked for then-judge 
Anthony M. Kennedy on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. Before taking the bench, he 
practiced bankruptcy and business law in Los Angeles for 10 years (where he was a partner at Sidley 
& Austin) and was a law professor for 14. He is the author of numerous articles on bankruptcy and 
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commercial law, and a co-author of four law school casebooks. Prof. Markell has been a visiting pro-
fessor at, among other schools, Peking University School of Law in Beijing and Harvard Law School. 
He contributes to Collier on Bankruptcy, and is a member of Collier’s editorial advisory board. He 
is a conferee of the National Bankruptcy Conference, a Fellow of the American College of Bank-
ruptcy, a charter member of the International Insolvency Institute, and a member of the American 
Law Institute. He also is a founding member of the NITA-trained faculty of the Advanced Consumer 
Bankruptcy Practice Institute. Prof. Markell also consults with the International Monetary Fund on 
insolvency-related issues (having been part of the IMF’s missions to Ireland, Bosnia, Belarus, Mon-
tenegro, Serbia, Georgia and Greece), and was the primary drafter of Kosovo’s current bankruptcy 
law. He is an associate editor of the Bankruptcy Law Letter and regularly contributes articles to that 
publication. Prof. Markell received his J.D. in 1980 from the University of California at Davis.

Jerry M. Markowitz is a founding shareholder of Markowitz Ringel Trusty + Hartog, P.A. in Miami 
and a member of the firm’s Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights practice group. He concentrates his 
practice in the areas of creditors’ and debtors’ rights, including workouts, bankruptcy, asset recovery, 
insolvency, receiverships, reorganizations, restructuring and mediation. Mr. Markowitz is listed in 
The Best Lawyers in America, Chambers USA in the bankruptcy and restructuring category, the “Top 
250 Attorneys in South Florida” by the South Florida Legal Guide, Super Lawyers “Top 100 Law-
yers in Florida,” and the “Best of the Bar” by the South Florida Business Journal. He was also was 
also recognized by Florida Trend’s Hall of Fame for being named in their Florida Legal Elite list for 
the past 10 years. Mr. Markowitz is a member of the Florida Bar, ABI (for which he has served on its 
Board of Directors, the American Bar Association’s Business Law, Business Bankruptcy Committee 
and Commercial Financial Services Committee Sections, and the Continuing Legal Education Com-
mittee for the University of Miami Bankruptcy Skills Workshop (for which he has served as chairman 
and co-chairman), and he is a member of, and a former president of, the Bankruptcy Bar Association 
for the Southern District of Florida. He is also the past president of the University of Miami School 
of Law Alumni Association. As an active ABI member, Mr. Markowitz is a regional chair for ABI’s 
Endowment Fund and co-Education Director of ABI’s Mediation Committee. He also sits on the ad-
visory board of ABI’s Caribbean Insolvency Symposium, and has served as faculty for the ABI/St. 
John’s University School of Law’s mediation training program. He is a certified mediator in Florida. 
Mr. Markowitz received his B.S. in business administration with a concentration in accounting from 
the University of Florida and his J.D. from the University of Miami School of Law.

Scott S. Markowitz is a partner and co-chair of Bankruptcy and Corporate Restructuring Practice 
of Tarter Krinsky & Drogin LLP in New York. His practice focuses on debtor and creditors’ rights, 
bankruptcy and out-of-court workouts. Mr. Markowitz counsels clients on chapter 11 reorganizations 
and chapter 7 proceedings, financial restructurings, strategies for dealing with financially troubled 
entities, buying and selling troubled entities in chapter 11 and outside of bankruptcy, out-of-court 
debt-composition and settlements, preference and fraudulent-conveyance litigation, and dealing with 
leases and executory contracts in bankruptcy proceedings. He has a diverse portfolio of clients, in-
cluding public and private middle-market companies, as well as creditors’ committees. During the 
real estate recession between 1989 and 1992, he represented more than 100 real estate entities in 
bankruptcy court restructurings. In addition to his work with corporate clients, Mr. Markowitz coun-
sels individual clients with regard to complex individual debt restructuring. He represented the Mar-
tinique Hotel, a famous landmark hotel in New York City, in a contested chapter 11 case that resulted 
in a confirmed plan and payment of 100 percent, plus interest, to unsecured creditors. He was also 
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recently retained by the creditors’ committee in the HRH Construction, LLC chapter 11 case, as well 
as by an operator of numerous well-known national franchise restaurants. Prior to joining Tarter 
Krinsky & Drogin, Mr. Markowitz was a partner for 10 years at the bankruptcy law firm of Todtman, 
Nachamie, Spizz & Johns, P.C. He received his B.S. in 1985 and his J.D. with honors in 1988 from 
the University of Florida.

James T. Markus is a co-founder and member of Markus Williams Young & Hunsicker LLC in Den-
ver, where he specializes in the representation of debtors, secured creditors, lessors, asset-purchasers, 
official committees and trustees in workouts, distressed asset sales, restructurings and chapter 11 
bankruptcy proceedings. He is a former ABI president, as well as a former director, president and 
chairman of the American Board of Certification. He is also Board Certified by the American Board 
of Certification in Business Bankruptcy Law. Mr. Markus is a former president of the Rocky Moun-
tain Chapter of the Turnaround Management Association, is a Fellow in the American College of 
Bankruptcy and is admitted to the Colorado and Illinois State Bars. He also co-founded ABI’s Rocky 
Mountain Bankruptcy Conference and has lectured before ABI, the American Rocky Mountain and 
Chicago Bar Associations, Equipment Leasing Association, Federal Deposit Insurance Corp., Sav-
ings and Community Lender’s Association and the Turnaround Management Association. Mr. Markus 
is an ex officio member of ABI’s Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11 and is rated AV-
Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell, and he has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America as a Top 
Lawyer in the Denver Area, in Best Denver Lawyers as Denver Lawyer of the Year for Bankruptcy 
& Creditor/Debtor Rights, and in America’s Most Honored Professionals. He received his B.S.E. in 
chemical engineering with high honors from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and his J.D. from 
the University of Michigan School of Law.

James J. Mazza, Jr. is corporate restructuring partner in Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom 
LLP’s Chicago office. He represents debtors, creditors, asset-purchasers and private-equity investors 
in corporate restructuring transactions, both in and out of court, involving clients’ interests across the 
globe. Mr. Mazza’s experience extends to a wide variety of industries, including automotive, airlines, 
energy, financial services, health care, gaming, real estate and retail. He also regularly advises com-
panies’ management and boards of directors regarding fiduciary-duty issues in financially distressed 
situations. In 2014, Mr. Mazza was recognized as one of the nation’s “Outstanding Young Restruc-
turing Lawyers” by Turnaround & Workouts, which annually recognizes 12 individuals nationwide 
under the age of 40 for their individual accomplishments in corporate restructuring. He received his 
B.A. cum laude in 1997 from Vanderbilt University and his J.D. magna cum laude in 2001 from the 
University of Illinois College of Law.

Lindsay Zahradka Milne is a shareholder in the Business Restructuring and Insolvency Practice 
Group at Bernstein, Shur, Sawyer & Nelson in Portland, Maine, where she represents a broad ar-
ray of corporate clients in matters including chapter 11 reorganizations, asset sales and acquisitions, 
bankruptcy-related litigation and appellate practice. Prior to moving to Portland in 2015, she prac-
ticed in the Financial Restructuring group at Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld in New York, where 
she advised borrowers, committees, indenture trustees and bondholders in complex chapter 11 cases, 
including in GM, Friendly’s, Kodak and Energy Future Holdings. Ms. Milne is experienced in dis-
putes and transactions involving the Uniform Commercial Code, asset sales, fraudulent transfers, DIP 
financing, contested confirmations, valuation issues and appellate practice, among other topics. She is 
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a member of the bars of New York and Maine, sits on the board of the New England Network of the 
International Women’s Insolvency and Restructuring Confederation, and is a member of the ABI, the 
Turnaround Management Association. She is also a member of ABI and served on the advisory board 
of its Northeast Bankruptcy Conference, and she was recently honored as one of ABI’s “40 Under 40” 
in 2018. Ms. Milne has appeared as a panelist at national bankruptcy and creditors’ rights programs 
and has authored articles appearing in ABI publications and others. She received her Bachelor’s 
magna cum laude in cognitive science from Dartmouth College in 2007 and her J.D. cum laude from 
Fordham University in 2010, where she was an associate editor of the Fordham Urban Law Journal 
and a moot court competitor.

Patrick Mohan is a senior legal analyst with Reorg Research, Inc. in Columbia, S.C. Previously, he 
was an associate with White & Case and the Barton Law Firm, P.A. He also clerked for Hon. John 
E. Waites and Hon. Arthur J. Gonzalez. Mr. Mohan is a member of the Turnaround Management 
Association and ABI. He received his B.A. in communications from the College of Charleston, his 
J.D. from the University of South Carolina School of Law, and his LL.M. from St. John’s University 
School of Law.

Megan W. Murray is an associate with Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney PC in Tampa, Fla., where she 
represents secured and unsecured creditors, corporations, business owners, goods providers, landlords, 
tenants and bankruptcy trustees in resolving contract disputes, insolvency and collection proceedings, 
commercial mortgage workouts and restructurings, asset-based and non-asset-based lending disputes 
of all types, real property and leasing transactions. Prior to joining Buchanan, Ms. Murray practiced 
commercial litigation, bankruptcy, creditors’ rights and insolvency, and real estate and lending trans-
actions at a Tampa Bay law firm. She previously clerked for Hon. Karen S. Jennemann, Chief Judge 
of the Middle District of Florida Bankruptcy Court, and also served as a judicial extern for Hon. Thad 
Collins of the Northern District of Iowa Bankruptcy Court and as a judicial intern for Hon. Jeff Bohm 
of the Southern District of Texas Bankruptcy Court. Ms. Murray is a frequent author and presenter 
on issues relating to bankruptcy, reorganization, creditors’ rights, commercial real estate, Uniform 
Commercial Code and collection issues. She received her B.B.A. from the University of Iowa Tippie 
College of Business in 2002 and her J.D. with honors from the University of Iowa College of Law in 
2011, where she was a contributing editor to the Iowa Law Review and an ABI Medal of Excellence 
recipient.

Tara E. Nauful is Of Counsel with BEAL, LLC in Columbia, S.C. She co-chairs ABI’s Ethics and 
Professional Compensation Committee. Prior to joining BEAL, LLC in October 2018, Ms. Nauful 
clerked for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of South Carolina, and before her clerkship, 
was in private practice for 23 years, representing stakeholders in both commercial and consumer dis-
tressed debt matters. She is a Certified Bankruptcy Specialist by the South Carolina Supreme Court 
and is a member of the South Carolina, North Carolina and Georgia Bars. Ms. Nauful received her 
B.A. in 1989 from the University of Virginia and her J.D. in 1992 from the University of South Caro-
lina School of Law, and is a graduate of ABI/St. John’s 40-Hour Mediation Program.

Andrew J. Nazar is a shareholder in Polsinelli P.C.’s Kansas City, Mo., bankruptcy group and has 
represented numerous parties in chapter 11 proceedings, including secured creditors, debtors, unse-
cured creditors, committees, buyers, guarantors, principals, trade creditors and vendors, landlords, 
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licensees, licensors, tenants, and the numerous other parties who voluntarily or involuntarily get 
caught up in bankruptcy proceedings, state court receiverships and foreclosure suits. He has helped 
clients in many diverse industries as well, including manufacturing, retail, technology, agribusiness, 
air transport, architecture, construction, auto dealers, banking, finance, real estate, restaurants, medi-
cal, oil and gas, and transportation, among others. Mr. Nazar routinely appears in and tries cases in 
bankruptcy courts throughout the country. He is a past-president of the Kansas City Bankruptcy Bar 
Association and president-elect of the Missouri chapter of the Turnaround Management Associa-
tion, as well as a frequent speaker and author on bankruptcy-related topics. Mr. Nazar is a cum laude 
graduate of the Boston College Honors Program and received his J.D. from the University of Kansas 
School of Law.

Michael R. Nestor is a vice chairman and partner with Young Conaway Stargatt & Taylor, LLP in 
Wilmington, Del., and has successfully guided distressed companies through out-of-court and chap-
ter 11 proceedings. He is also a member of the firm’s management committee, co-chair of the firm’s 
Portfolio Company Specialty Group, and head of the firm’s New York office. With more than 20 
years of restructuring experience leading company-side representations, Mr. Nestor has developed 
a niche advising private-equity funds and portfolio companies regarding management, acquisitions/
divestitures and governance. He is listed in Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for Business 
as a leading Bankruptcy/Restructuring attorney and has been consistently recognized by The Best 
Lawyers in America, The Deal, Delaware Super Lawyers, Corporate Counsel and Who’s Who Legal 
(Insolvency & Restructuring) as one of the top bankruptcy lawyers in Delaware and the country. Mr. 
Nestor received his B.A. from the University of Maryland and his J.D. from Widener University 
School of Law.

Christine A. Okike is a counsel in the corporate restructuring department of Skadden, Arps, Slate, 
Meagher & Flom LLP in New York. She represents debtors, creditors, equityholders, investors, sell-
ers, purchasers and other parties-in-interest in all stages of complex restructuring transactions, in-
cluding prepackaged, prearranged and traditional chapter 11 cases, out-of-court workouts, distressed 
acquisitions and cross-border proceedings. Ms. Okike has a broad range of experience across a num-
ber of industries, including automotive, sports, entertainment, retail, energy, real estate, financial 
institutions, transportation, travel, health care, printing, tax, media and telecommunications. She was 
named as an “Outstanding Young Restructuring Lawyer” by Turnarounds & Workouts in 2018, and 
in 2017, she was inducted into the International Insolvency Institute NextGen Leadership Program, 
which is intended to recognize the most prominent “Rising Stars” in the international insolvency area. 
She also was selected as an ABI “40 Under 40” in its 2017 inaugural class. Ms. Okike is a member of 
the Committee on Bankruptcy and Corporate Reorganization of the New York City Bar Association. 
She also serves on Skadden’s Women’s Affinity Group Steering Committee and Summer Associate 
Committee. Ms. Okike also represents a number of nonprofit organizations and individuals on a pro 
bono basis and sits on the junior advisory board of Her Justice. She received her B.A. from Brown 
University and her J.D. from Columbia Law School.

Hon. Jerry C. Oldshue, Jr. is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Alabama in Mo-
bile. Prior to taking the bench in October 2015, he was a shareholder in the firm of Rosen Harwood, 
P.A in Tuscaloosa, Ala., where he served as the managing shareholder of the firm’s creditor’s rights 
department. While in practice, Judge Oldshue was admitted to practice before the Eleventh Circuit 
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Court of Appeals, all U.S. District Courts in Alabama, and all Alabama state courts. His member-
ships included the Alabama State Bar, where he served six years on the Executive Committee of the 
Bankruptcy and Commercial Law Section, serving as chairman in 2011. He is also a member of ABI 
and the Conference on Consumer Finance Law. In 2001, Judge Oldshue became one of only seven 
attorneys in the state to achieve board certification as a specialist in creditors’ rights law. He received 
his B.S. in mechanical engineering from the University of Alabama, and his J.D. and M.B.A., also 
from the University of Alabama, as one of only two people invited to participate in the school’s joint 
degree program.

Kenneth Pasquale is a member of Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP in New York and has practiced 
for more almost 30 years. He has a diverse litigation practice involving a variety of bankruptcy-
related and complex commercial matters at both the trial and appellate levels, in which he frequently 
represents institutional creditors in reorganization proceedings, including in some of the largest bank-
ruptcy cases in history. Mr. Pasquale is a former co-chair of ABI’s Ethics & Professional Compensa-
tion Committee and Bankruptcy Litigation Committee, and is a faculty member for the ABI Litiga-
tion Skills Symposium. He is also a frequent author and lecturer on bankruptcy litigation and related 
topics, and has repeatedly been selected by peers for inclusion in The Best Lawyers in America in 
the area of Bankruptcy and Debtor/Creditor Rights. Mr. Pasquale devotes significant time toward pro 
bono activities through his firm’s Public Interest Project and is a member of the board of directors 
of Justice in Motion, a nonprofit organization that seeks to protect migrant rights by ensuring justice 
across borders. He received his B.B.A. magna cum laude from Pace University in 1986 and his J.D. 
cum laude in 1990 from Brooklyn Law School, where he was a member of the Brooklyn Law Review 
and the Moot Court Honor Society.

Hon. Elizabeth L. Perris is a retired U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Oregon in Portland, 
appointed in 1984, retired in January 2015 and having served as a recall judge through January 2016. 
She has also been an adjunct professor at Lewis & Clark College of Law and Willamette University 
School of Law. Judge Perris was a member of the Ninth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel from 
1988-1993 and from 1998-2005. From 1976-84, Judge Perris worked in Oregon as a bankruptcy 
court law clerk, then served as a bankruptcy trustee and an attorney in private practice specializing 
in bankruptcy. She was a member of the U.S. Judicial Conference Advisory Committee on Bank-
ruptcy Rules from  2007-2014 and, as part of her Committee responsibilities, served as the chair of 
the Forms Subcommittee and Forms Modernization Project, which oversaw the modernizing of na-
tional bankruptcy forms. Judge Perris chaired the Bankruptcy Judges’ Education Committee and was 
a board member of the Federal Judicial Center, through which she helped educate new bankruptcy 
judges from  throughout the country. She also chaired the Bankruptcy Section of the Federal Bar 
Association, the Oregon State Bar (OSB) Continuing Legal Education Committee, and the OSB’s 
Debtor-Creditor Section. While serving as a judge, she was a judicial mediator in many bankruptcy 
matters, including the chapter 9 cases filed by multiple cities, Detroit, Stockton, Mammoth Lakes, 
and Vallejo. A Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, Judge Perris received her A.B. from  
the University of California - Berkeley in 1972 and her J.D. from the University of California - Davis 
in 1975.

Ronald R. Peterson is a partner in the law firm of Jenner & Block LLP in Chicago and concentrates 
his practice in the areas of commercial, insolvency and bankruptcy law. He has presided over nu-
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merous complex commercial cases, including Stotler & Co., the country’s 10th largest commodities 
house, and Lancelot Investors Fund, L.P., a $1.7 billion Ponzi scheme. Mr. Peterson is the chairman 
of the creditors’ committee in Thomas J. Petters, a $3.5 billion Ponzi scheme. He also served as the 
examiner in the chapter 11 case of Robert Lund, a large real estate developer. Mr. Peterson has been 
a member of the panel of Chapter 7 Trustees for the Northern District of Illinois, Eastern Division, 
since 1987. He is the immediate past president of the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees, 
a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and a member of ABI. He also is a member of the 
Business Bankruptcy Committee of the Business Law Section and the Bankruptcy Litigation Com-
mittee of the Litigation Section of the American Bar Association, and is a member of the International 
Association of Restructuring, Insolvency & Bankruptcy Professionals. In 2014, the Commercial Law 
League of America awarded Mr. Peterson the Lawrence P. King Award. He received his A.B. cum 
laude in speech and political science from Ripon College in 1970 and his J.D. in 1973 from the Uni-
versity of Chicago Law School.

Kathy Bazoian Phelps is lawyer at Diamond McCarthy LLP in Los Angeles, a board director on 
three nonprofit boards, and an author. She has been practicing law since 1991, with experience in 
bankruptcy law, fiduciary representation and fraud litigation. Ms. Phelps is particularly knowledge-
able about fraud detection and the administration of Ponzi-scheme cases in bankruptcies and receiver-
ships. She is a frequently requested speaker on topics ranging from bankruptcy, financial compliance, 
fraud detection and Ponzi schemes. Her publications include The Ponzi Book: A Legal Resource for 
Unraveling Ponzi Schemes (LexisNexis® 2012), Fraud and Forensics: Piercing Through the Decep-
tion in a Commercial Fraud Case (American Bankruptcy Institute 2015), Ponzi-Proof Your Invest-
ments: An Investor’s Guide to Avoiding Ponzi Schemes and Other Fraudulent Scams (IRR Publish-
ing 2013) and The Depths of Deepening Insolvency: Damage Exposure For Officers, Directors and 
Others (American Bankruptcy Institute 2013), and she authors of The Ponzi Scheme Blog at www.
theponzischemeblog.com. In addition to her roles as lawyer, speaker and author, Ms. Phelps serves as 
a mediator and is currently on the mediation and arbitration rosters for the Financial Industry Regula-
tory Authority, as well as the Bankruptcy Mediation Panels for the Central District of California and 
the District of Arizona. She received her B.A. in international relations from Pomona College and her 
J.D. from University of California, Los Angeles in 1991.

Mark T. Power is a partner in the Bankruptcy & Restructuring department of Hahn & Hessen LLP 
in New York and has experience in all aspects of financial restructuring and insolvency issues. He 
represents creditors’ committees, debtors, noteholders, lenders and secured creditors in bankruptcy 
proceedings, as well as acquirers of and investors in troubled, distressed and bankrupt companies. 
His practice also includes counseling management and creditors with respect to insolvency matters 
and crisis-management. Mr. Power has played a prominent role in large and small restructurings and 
bankruptcies throughout the U.S. He has also represented sellers and purchasers of debt and equity 
positions of troubled companies and acquirers of distressed businesses in such industries as tele-
communications and integrated communications providers, e-commerce, internet and technology, 
manufacturing, marketing, retail chains and energy. Mr. Power has counseled lenders in post-petition 
financing transactions in such industries as retail, manufacturing, telecommunications, environmental 
remediation, restaurant chains and hospitality. He also has worked on behalf of creditors and other 
parties-in-interest in bankruptcy reorganization and liquidation proceedings, including the handling 
of DIP-financing or cash-collateral motions, relief from the automatic stay and adequate-protection 
matters, the assumption or rejection of unexpired leases or executory contracts, valuation hearings, 
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plan formulation and drafting, and confirmation hearings. In addition, he represents plaintiffs or de-
fendants in a variety of adversary proceedings regarding lien and priority issues, preferences, equi-
table subordination, fraudulent conveyances and/or intercreditor disputes. Mr. Power lectures fre-
quently on current restructuring and bankruptcy issues, and contributes to various publications and 
seminar materials on a variety of restructuring and bankruptcy topics. He is admitted to practice be-
fore the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the Second and Third Circuits. Mr, Power received his B.B.A. in 
1985 from George Washington University and his J.D. cum laude from Boston College Law School 
in 1988.

Marc D. Puntus is a partner with Centerview Partners LLC in New York and established and co-
heads its Restructuring and Debt Advisory practice. During his 25+-year career, he has led restruc-
turing, financing, debt-advisory, capital markets and M&A assignments for companies, creditors, 
acquirers, shareholders and other stakeholders across a wide array of industries. Mr. Puntus’s recent 
company-side experience includes representing Blackhawk Mining, Catalina Marketing, Caesars 
Entertainment Corp., Clearwire, Cloud Peak Energy, CTI Foods, JCPenney, Mashantucket Pequot 
Tribal Nation/Foxwoods, Neovia Logistics, Patriot Coal, Performance Sports Group, Residential 
Capital, Sears Holdings Corp. and Westmoreland Coal. Prior to joining Centerview, Mr. Puntus was 
a managing director and founder of Miller Buckfire & Co. Prior to that, he was a partner in the Busi-
ness, Financing & Restructuring department of Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP. Mr. Puntus received his 
B.S.B.A./finance magna cum laude from Georgetown University and his J.D. cum laude from Boston 
University School of Law.

Patricia A. Redmond is an Insolvency and Restructuring shareholder in Stearns Weaver Miller 
Weissler Alhadeff & Sitterson, P.A.’s Miami office. She lectures locally and nationally on various as-
pects of bankruptcy, particularly on chapter 11 issues, and is frequently quoted in The Miami Herald 
and other business publications. Ms. Redmond’s bankruptcy practice concentrates on creditors’ rights 
and corporate restructuring in bankruptcy court and in out-of-court workouts. She also has experience 
representing creditors’ committees, secured creditors and debtors in chapter 11 cases. Ms. Redmond 
is the recipient of The Florida Bar’s 2019 Tobias Simon Pro Bono Service Award and the American 
Bar Association’s 2017 Jean Allard Glass Cutter Award. She is also a fellow of the American Col-
lege of Commercial Finance Lawyers. Ms. Redmond has been recognized with the highest ranking in 
Chambers USA, as a “Top 100 Florida Super Lawyer” and “Top 50 Women Florida Super Lawyer” by 
Florida Super Lawyers, and as the “Miami Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency and 
Reorganization Law Lawyer of the Year” by The Best Lawyers in America. She is a past president of 
the American Bankruptcy Institute from 2013-14 and served as the initial chair of ABI’s “40 Under 
40” celebration. Ms. Redmond received her J.D. in 1979 from the University of Miami.

Michael P. Richman is a partner at Steinhilber Swanson LLP in Madison, Wis., and an adjunct 
professor of law at the University of Wisconsin Law School. He has nearly 40 years of legal experi-
ence and focuses his practice on representing chapter 11 debtors and creditors’ committees, and he 
has advised and continues to represent secured and unsecured creditors, equity-holders, purchasers 
and all manner of parties in interest on virtually every aspect of financial distress and bankruptcy. 
Among his recent engagements, he represented the unsecured creditors’ committee of O.W. Bunker 
and the Government of Puerto Rico’s Department of Treasury, as well as the unsecured creditors’ 
committees of Simplexity and Prince Sports. He also played a central role in the litigation over the 
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government-engineered fast-track sale of General Motors by representing a lead group of bondhold-
ers who opposed the sale. Mr. Richman was ABI president from 2004-05 and chairman of its Board 
of Directors from 2006-07, and has been a member of its management and executive committees. 
He previously co-chaired ABI’s Asset Sales Committee and was on ABI’s Commission to Study the 
Reform of Chapter 11, and he also served as co-vice chair of ABI’s Ethics Task Force. In addition, he 
is on the advisory boards of ABI’s New York City Bankruptcy Conference and VALCON conference. 
Mr. Richman is a member of the bars of New York, Wisconsin and the District of Columbia and is 
the founder of and lead keyboardist for ABI’s house band, the Indubitable Equivalents. He received 
his undergraduate degree with honors from Vassar College and his J.D. from Columbia Law School, 
where he was a Harlan Fiske Stone scholar and was awarded the David M. Berger award in honor of 
Prof. Wolfgang Friedmann for distinction in international law. He also served as managing editor of 
the Columbia Journal of Transnational Law.

Harvey Rishikof is chair of the Advisory Committee for the ABA Standing Committee on Law and 
National Security in Washington, D.C., and a visiting professor of law at Temple University Beasley 
School of Law in Philadelphia. He is involved in a number of legal-policy projects sponsored by 
the MITRE FFRDC, the MacArthur Foundation, the Center for Strategic International Studies, the 
Hewlett Foundation and the National Academy of Sciences. Mr. Rishikof is the former director of 
Military Commissions and Convening Authority at the Department of Defense, and a co-chair of the 
ABA National Task Force on Cybersecurity and the Law. Most recently, he was senior counsel at 
Crowell & Moring and dean of faculty at the National War College, and he held a joint appointment 
at Drexel University in its law school and iSchool, College of Information Science and Technology. 
Mr. Rishikof’s last government position was senior policy advisor to the director of national counter-
intelligence at the Office of the Director of National Intelligence. Before joining the government, he 
was at the National Defense University, National War College in Washington, D.C., where he served 
as professor of law and national security studies, and also chaired the department of national security 
strategy. He specializes in national security law, international law, media, civil liberties, civilian/mili-
tary relations, governmental process, and the U.S. Constitution. Mr. Rishikof is a lifetime member 
of the Council on Foreign Relations and the American Law Institute. He also serves on the Board of 
Visitors for the National Intelligence University, as an advisor to the Harvard Journal on National Se-
curity, on the U.S. Board of Wilton Park, as a visiting distinguished research fellow of the Center for 
Strategic Research at INSS at NDU, and as outside director for Chicago, Bridge and Iron (CBI). He 
was also legal counsel to the deputy director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. As administrative 
assistant to the Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court (1994-96), Mr. Rishikof, a former federal 
court of appeals law clerk in the Third Circuit for Hon. Leonard I. Garth, served as chief of staff for 
the Chief Justice and was involved in general policy issues concerning the federal court system. In 
this capacity, he acted as liaison to the Executive Branch, Congress, the Federal Judicial Center, and 
the Administrative Office of the U.S. Supreme Court. For a number of years he was a tutor in social 
studies and the government department at Harvard University and was in private practice in Boston 
with Hale and Dorr. Mr. Rishikof has authored many publications and monographs and co-edited a 
book, Patriots Debate (2012). His most recent book publication is The National Security Enterprise: 
Navigating the Labyrinth (2009, 2nd ed 2017). Mr. Rishikof received his B.A. in political science 
and English literature from McGill University in 1975, his M.A. in politics from Brandeis University 
in 1978, his J.D. in 1986 from New York University School of Law and his M.A. in national security 
strategy from National War College in 2011, and he is a Ph.D. candidate at Harvard University.
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Peter J. Roberts is a partner in the Financial Restructuring & Bankruptcy Group of Fox Rothschild 
LLP in Chicago, where he concentrates his practice in bankruptcy, reorganization and related litiga-
tion. In over 25 years of practice, he has represented and advised debtors, trustees, receivers, assign-
ees, financial institutions, trade creditors, landlords, equipment lessors, creditors’ committees and 
prospective buyers in a variety of insolvency contexts and in virtually all aspects of bankruptcy. His 
experience includes the development of workout strategies for debtors and creditors, the formulation 
and consummation of plans of reorganization, the sale of assets in distressed situations, the litigation 
of contested matters in state and federal courts, and appellate practice before the Seventh Circuit 
Court of Appeals and the U.S. Supreme Court. Since 2005, Mr. Roberts has been consistently named 
a “Super Lawyer” in the areas of bankruptcy and creditor/debtor rights by the publishers of Law & 
Politics and Chicago Magazine. He was also included in the 19th through 25th editions of The Best 
Lawyers in America in the practice area of bankruptcy and creditor debtor rights/insolvency and 
reorganization law. Mr. Roberts has been an ABI member since 1999 and has served as an associate 
editor of the ABI Journal since 2015. he received his A.B. in history cum laude from Boston College 
in 1987 and his J.D. from Duke University School of Law.

William J. Rochelle, III is ABI’s Editor-at-Large and resides in New York. Previously, he published 
for Bloomberg from 2007-15. Prior to his second career in journalism, Mr. Rochelle practiced bank-
ruptcy law for 35 years, including 17 years as a partner in the New York office of Fulbright & Jawor-
ski LLP. In addition to writing, he travels the country for ABI, speaking to bar groups and profes-
sional organizations on hot topics in the turnaround community and trends in consumer bankruptcies. 
Mr. Rochelle earned his undergraduate and law degrees from Columbia University, where he was a 
Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar.

Adam C. Rogoff is a partner with Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel LLP In Boston and provides 
senior corporate governance advice to boards and C-level executive management in all aspects of 
restructuring, whether in court or out of court, as well as significant creditor and other interests in 
complex restructuring matters. He represents a diverse range of corporate debtors, official and ad hoc 
creditors’ committees, secured creditors such as debtor-in-possession financing lenders, distressed-
asset-purchasers, and other significant parties in complex transactional, litigation, corporate gover-
nance and advisory matters relating to restructuring, chapter 11 bankruptcy, “prepackaged” chapter 
11 cases and out-of-court workouts. Mr. Rogoff has successfully guided companies through nonbank-
ruptcy restructurings and served as lead debtor’s counsel in cases throughout the U.S. in numerous in-
dustries, including health care, where he represented various metropolitan and community acute-care 
hospital systems over the last decade. He has represented the official unsecured creditors’ committees 
in some of the most well-known bankruptcies, including those of Toys “R” Us, NII Holdings Inc., 
Patriot Coal Corp., General Motors Corp. and Chrysler LLC. His work also involves representing 
key parties in interest, including secured, undersecured and unsecured creditors, as well as debtor-in-
possession lenders. Mr. Rogoff has been recognized as a leading practitioner in bankruptcy and cor-
porate restructuring by Chambers USA, Legal 500 and Global Insolvency & Restructuring Review. 
He has contributed to publications in the area of bankruptcy and corporate restructuring, and authored 
the chapter on distressed health care for the Collier Bankruptcy Practice Guide. Mr. Rogoff received 
his B.A. with honors from Northwestern University in 1985 and his J.D. from New York University 
School of Law in 1988, where he was elected to the Order of the Coif.



AMERICAN BANKRUPTCY INSTITUTE

921

Cynthia Romano is a partner with CR3 Partners LLC in New York and has more than 25 years of ex-
perience in performance improvement, turnaround management, transaction support and investment 
analysis. She has specialized as both advisor and CxO level management in a variety of industries, 
including health care, education, nonprofit, manufacturing, technology, security, distribution and pro-
fessional services. Ms. Romano’s prior credits include alum of Bain’s Corporate Renewal Group 
and CRG Partners, as well as CEO of a technology company and analyst for an angel investor in 
charge of the group’s diligence. She has received numerous awards, including the Smart CEO Brava 
Award honoring top female CEOs, and co-won the Turnaround Management Association (TMA) 
Small Company Turnaround of the Year. She also has numerous board seats, panels and publications 
to her credit, including for ABI, TMA, HBS, MIT, the Nassau County and Boston Bar Associations, 
Exit Planning Exchange, Debtwire and the ABF Journal. Ms. Romano received her B.A. in educa-
tional policy in 1993 and her M.B.A. in international management from the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology Sloan School of Management in 2002.

Melissa M. Root is a partner with Jenner & Block in Chicago and is a member of the firm’s Restruc-
turing and Bankruptcy, Bankruptcy Litigation, Energy and ERISA Litigation practices. In addition, 
she is the co-chair of the firm’s Hiring Executive Committee and a member of its Diversity and In-
clusion Committee. Ms. Root’s experience representing creditors, committees, debtors, examiners 
and trustees in complex financial restructuring matters and high-stakes bankruptcy litigation. She 
currently serves as counsel to USA Gymnastics in its chapter 11 case, and a significant part of her 
practice includes representing committees of retired employees. She currently represents the official 
committee of government retirees in the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico’s Title III case, and she pre-
viously represented retiree committees in the Budd Co., American Airlines and Walter Energy cases. 
Ms. Root also frequently represents parties in bankruptcy-related appellate matters. She served as 
counsel for the prevailing petitioners before the U.S. Supreme Court in Wellness International Net-
work, Limited v. Sharif, and also served as counsel for the American Bar Association in connection 
with its amicus curiae brief in Executive Benefits Insurance Agency v. Arkinson, and as counsel for 
the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees in connection with its amicus curiae brief filed in 
the U.S. Supreme Court in Baker Botts L.L.P. and Jordan, Hyden, Womble, Culbreth & Hozer, P.C. v. 
Asarco LLC. Ms. Root devotes significant time to pro bono work and currently represents a class of 
former students in the ITT Technical Institute bankruptcy case. She is active in ABI, for which she 
serves on the advisory committee for several conferences, and she was honored as one of ABI’s “40 
Under 40” in its 2017 inaugural class. Ms. Root received her B.A. magna cum laude in 2000 from 
Bowling Green State University and her J.D. cum laude in 2003 from the University of Michigan 
Law School.

William T. Rule, II is a senior economist in the Judicial Services Office of the Administrative Of-
fice of the U.S. Courts in Reston, Va. His primary role is the application of quantitative methods to 
the analysis of the bankruptcy system. Most of his analyses are provided to the Judicial Conference 
Committee on the Administration of the Bankruptcy System and to the Chief of the Judicial Services 
Office to assist with recommendations and determinations related to bankruptcy rules, policies, and 
procedures and numbers of judgeships. In addition to his work for the Administrative Office, Mr. 
Rule works directly with bankruptcy courts on long-range planning, court-performance analyses, 
location decisions and other issues. He also provides assistance to the Judicial Data and Analysis 
Office, the Associate Director for the Department of Program Services and the Space and Facilities 
directorate. Prior to joining the staff of the Judicial Services Office, Mr. Rule staffed the Judicial Con-
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ference’s Long Range Planning Committee and assisted in the development of the first comprehen-
sive long-range plan for the federal judiciary. Before joining the Administrative Office, he worked in 
the management consulting divisions of Coopers & Lybrand and KPMG Peat Marwick, where he was 
senior project manager responsible for economic analysis, econometric and mathematical modeling, 
and statistical analysis for domestic and international clients in the private and public sectors. He has 
taught in the Virginia Tech graduate economics program as well as for the USDA Graduate School in 
Washington, D.C. He has also served as an adjunct scholar and member of the advisory committee 
for the Beacon Hill Institute for Public Policy Research. Mr. Rule is a fellow of the Royal Statistical 
Society. He holds an undergraduate degree in economics with a math minor from Macalester College 
and received his Ph.D. in economics from Virginia Tech, where he specialized in monetary theory and 
policy, industrial organization and econometrics.

James R. Savin is a partner with Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP in Washington, D.C., where 
his practice focuses on corporate restructurings and bankruptcy law with an emphasis on official 
and informal creditor groups. He has more than 20 years of experience advising on contentious and 
non-contentious restructuring matters in a range of industries. Mr. Savin has experience in financial 
restructurings, unsecured creditor representations, including official committees, secured creditor 
representations, distressed-asset sales and acquisitions, health care and life sciences, hotels, il and 
gas, real estate, solar, telecommunications, infrastructure and transportation, shipping and offshore 
services, special situations and retail. He has been recognized in Chambers USA for Bankruptcy/
Restructuring from 2009-18 and in The Legal 500 US for Corporate Restructuring (including Bank-
ruptcy) from 2017-18. He is admitted to practice in New York and the District of Columbia. Mr. Savin 
received his B.S. from the University of Pennsylvania in 1994 and his J.D. from Emory University 
School of Law in 1997.

Roger G. Schwartz is a partner in the New York office of Latham & Watkins LLP, where he is a 
member of its Finance Department and is active in the firm’s insolvency practice. He focuses his 
practice on representing administrative agents, secured lenders, and strategic and financial buyers 
and sellers of stocks, assets or debt, primarily in financially distressed situations (both in and out of 
formal insolvency proceedings), creditors’ committees, and debtors in chapter 11 cases and workouts. 
In addition, Mr. Schwartz represents equity sponsors, special committees of boards of directors, and 
the U.S. government in connection with complex U.S. and international bankruptcy and insolvency 
proceedings, corporate restructurings and financial recapitalizations. Prior to joining Latham, Mr. 
Schwartz was an executive counsel for workouts and restructurings at GE Capital, where he also 
served as senior counsel in its workout and insolvency area and as director of litigation for one of GE 
Capital’s commercial finance units. He is admitted to practice in New York and New Jersey, and he 
has authored or co-authored numerous articles and publications on bankruptcy and insolvency law. 
Following law school, Mr. Schwartz clerked for Hon. Richard L. Nygaard, Circuit Judge for the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit, from 1996-97. He received his B.A. magna cum laude from 
Hobart College in 1993 and his J.D. from the University of Chicago Law School, where he was the 
University of Chicago Law School Roundtable’s articles editor.

Joshua P. Searcy is an attorney with Searcy & Searcy, P.C. in Longview, Texas, and his bankruptcy 
practice has included representing debtors and creditors in chapters 7, 11, 12 and 13, as well as 
chapter 7 and 11 trustees. He also represents and defends financial institutions, handles real estate 
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matters and non-bankruptcy civil litigation, and provides general representation to a municipality, 
including as city prosecutor. Mr. Searcy currently serves as secretary on the Executive Council of the 
Bankruptcy Section of the State Bar of Texas, is a past recipient of the Section’s Romina L. Mulloy 
Bossio Achievement Award, and is a member of ABI’s 2018 class of “40 Under 40.” He is admitted to 
practice in the State of Texas, the U.S. District Courts for the Northern, Southern, Eastern and West-
ern Districts of Texas, the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals, and the U.S. Supreme Court. Mr. Searcy 
received his B.A. in Spanish and history from Trinity University in San Antonio and his J.D. from 
Baylor University School of Law in 2005.

Lara R. Sheikh is a senior legal editor at Practical Law (Thomson Reuters) in New York, an online 
legal know-how service for which she writes on corporate bankruptcy law. She joined Practical Law 
from the New York City firm of Togut, Segal & Segal LLP, where she worked on many high-profile 
chapter 11 cases. Previously, Ms. Sheikh was an associate and senior associate in the restructuring 
and insolvency group at Pillsbury Winthrop LLP in New York. She also served a two-year term as 
judicial law clerk to then-Chief Bankruptcy Judge Stuart M. Bernstein in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court 
for the Southern District of New York. Ms. Sheikh served on the board of IWIRC New York as Sub-
stantive Events co-chair from 2016-17 and has been an ABI member since 2004. She received her 
A.B. in politics and Spanish from Mount Holyoke College in 1988 and her J.D. from Brooklyn Law 
School in 2001.

Russell C. Silberglied is a director of Richards, Layton & Finger, PA in Wilmington, Del., where he 
practices both core chapter 11 work and bankruptcy litigation. He has handled breach-of-fiduciary-
duty suits, equitable-subordination and recharacterization litigation, valuation fights, and contested 
plan confirmation and DIP-financing hearings. In core bankruptcy matters, Mr. Silberglied represents 
debtors and creditors in chapter 11 and 15 cases. He also advises troubled companies on nonbank-
ruptcy solutions and regularly advises boards of directors of troubled companies concerning fiduciary 
duties and corporate-governance issues. A frequent speaker and the author of numerous articles, Mr. 
Silberglied has been recognized by The Best Lawyers in America, Super Lawyers, Who’s Who Legal 
and Chambers USA. He also received the “Outstanding Young Restructuring Lawyer – 2005” from 
Turnaround & Workouts. Mr. Silberglied is a past chair of the Lex Mundi Bankruptcy, Insolvency and 
Restructuring Group. He received a B.S. with honors from Cornell University and his J.D. from the 
University of Pennsylvania Law School.

Paul S. Singerman is co-chair of Berger Singerman LLP in Miami and concentrates his practice in 
troubled-loan workouts, insolvency matters and commercial transactions, bankruptcy-related litiga-
tion, complex litigation, corporate governance and distressed business mergers and acquisitions. He 
is active throughout the U.S. in large and complex restructuring, insolvency and bankruptcy cases. 
His work in many cases has garnered the widespread respect of his peers. Although Mr. Singerman 
is best known for his representation of debtors in complex restructuring cases and high-stakes litiga-
tion, he is also experienced in representing creditors’ committees, lenders, large unsecured creditors, 
asset-purchasers in § 363 sales and trustees. Much of his work has involved companies with inter-
national operations and cross-border issues. Mr. Singerman is a Fellow with the American College 
of Bankruptcy and the American Bar Foundation, and is a member of the American Law Institute, 
ABI, the Spellman-Hoeveler American Inn of Court, and the Miami-Dade County and American Bar 
Associations, as well as the Florida Bar. He has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America, Florida 
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Super Lawyers, Florida Trend, South Florida Legal Guide, Lawdragon 500 and the Daily Business 
Review, and he is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell. Mr. Singerman received his B.A. with 
highest honors from the University of Florida and his J.D. with honors from the University of Florida 
Frederic G. Levin College of Law, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif and Omicron 
Delta Kappa.

Hon. Christopher S. Sontchi is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Delaware in Wilm-
ington, initially appointed in 2006, and is a frequent speaker in the U.S. and abroad on issues relat-
ing to corporate reorganizations. Prior to his appointment, Judge Sontchi was in private practice, 
representing a wide variety of nationally based enterprises with diverse interests in most of the larger 
chapter 11 reorganization proceedings filed in Delaware. Judge Sontchi is a lecturer in law at the 
University of Chicago Law School. He is also a member of the International Insolvency Institute, the 
Judicial Insolvency Network, the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, ABI, the Turnaround 
Management Association (for which he serves on its board of trustees) and INSOL International. 
Judge Sontchi served on the ABI Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11’s Financial Con-
tracts, Derivatives and Safe Harbors Committee and testified on safe harbors for financial contracts 
before the Subcommittee on Regulatory Reform, Commercial and Antitrust Law of the House Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. He has also published articles on valuation, asset sales and safe harbors. Fol-
lowing law school, Judge Sontchi clerked for Hon. Joseph T. Walsh in the Delaware Supreme Court. 
He received his B.A. Phi Beta Kappa with distinction in political science from the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill and his J.D. from the University of Chicago Law School. 

Randye B. Soref is a principal at Polsinelli PC in Los Angeles, where she focuses her practice on 
distressed companies. She has a national practice representing clients in all aspects of bankruptcy 
proceedings and out-of-court restructurings, including reorganizations, corporate workouts, credi-
tors’ rights, bankruptcy litigation and assignments for the benefit of creditors. Ms. Soref routinely 
represents chapter 11 debtors, committees, creditors, sellers, buyers and liquidating trustees, and 
advises on bankruptcy strategy, counseling, reorganization, enforcement of debt instruments and liti-
gation. She has been lead attorney for nationally known distressed intellectual property, retail and ap-
parel companies, including e-commerce companies. She has also been the lead attorney in numerous 
distressed health care matters involving large nationally based hospitals, health plans, health care pro-
viders and skilled nursing facilities, as well as patient care ombudsmen appointed by the U.S. Trustee, 
whom she counsels regarding privacy related issues. Ms. Soref’s services include loan workouts, 
negotiating and documenting debtor-in-possession financing, plan confirmation, § 363 sales, obtain-
ing relief from the automatic stay, assignments for the benefit of creditors and successfully litigating 
multi-million dollar post-confirmation liquidating trust claims. She received her B.A. from Hofstra 
University and her J.D. from California Western School of Law.

Timothy B. Stallkamp is a senior managing director with Conway MacKenzie, Inc. in Chicago 
and specializes in providing interim-management and turnaround-management services to distressed 
and underperforming businesses. Across numerous industries, he has led turnarounds in acting roles 
as interim Chief Executive Officer, Chief Restructuring Officer and Restructuring Manager. Mr. 
Stallkamp has experience in providing financial analysis, financial modeling and cash-flow manage-
ment, as well as in leading complex negotiations. In addition, he has provided testimony with respect 
to various bankruptcy cases, and he has vast experience working with companies that have sought 
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bankruptcy protection. Mr. Stallkamp has advised both debtors and creditor institutions and has ex-
perience in municipal restructurings, as well as such industries as business services, automotive, 
education, consumer products, building products and health care. He currently serves on the advisory 
board of Georgetown University’s McDonough School of Business. Mr. Stallkamp is a member of 
the Turnaround Management Association and the Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Advi-
sors. Previously, he was a vice president in the Financial Advisory Services practice of AlixPartners, 
where he focused on insolvency and bankruptcy matters and also provided valuation and litigation-
consulting services to troubled companies. Prior to joining AlixPartners, he was a consultant in the 
Washington, D.C., litigation consulting practice of Navigant Consulting. Mr. Stallkamp received his 
B.S. with a concentration in finance from Georgetown University and his M.B.A. from the University 
of Michigan.

Prof. Charles J. Tabb is the Mildred Van Voorhis Jones Chair in Law at the University of Illinois 
College of Law in Champaign, Ill., and a former ABI resident scholar. He also is the Jack N. Pritzker 
Distinguished Visiting Professor of Law at Northwestern University Law School and hosts ABI’s 
monthly “Eye on Bankruptcy” online program. In his 35 years on the Illinois faculty, Prof. Tabb has 
been recognized with a Best Professor award from the College and as the 2L Professor of the Year, 
as well as with a campus-wide Outstanding University Professor award. In addition to his current 
stint at Northwestern, he has also served as a visiting professor at the universities of Texas, Colorado, 
FGV in Sao Paulo, Brazil, Tillburg University in the Netherlands, and Católica Global School of Law, 
Universidade Católica Portuguesa, in Lisbon, Portugal; as a visiting scholar at Cambridge University, 
Nottingham and Shanghai; and as the Southeastern Bankruptcy Law Institute Distinguished Visiting 
Professor at Georgia State University. Prof. Tabb has published 12 books and scores of articles and 
book chapters on bankruptcy law. His books include a 1,500-page treatise, The Law of Bankruptcy 
(West Publishing, 4th ed. 2016); a casebook on bankruptcy, Bankruptcy Law: Principles, Policies & 
Practice (LexisNexis, 4th ed. 2015); A Debtor World: Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Debt (ed.) 
(Oxford University Press 2012); and Bankruptcy Anthology, an edited collection of scholarly works 
on bankruptcy law (Anderson Publishing Co. 2002). He also is also one of the lead editors for the 
multi-volume treatise Bloomberg on Bankruptcy (2014) and was the editor for Best of the ABI: The 
Year in Business Bankruptcy (ABI 2014). In 1993, Prof. Tabb was appointed by Chief Justice Wil-
liam Rehnquist to the Advisory Committee on the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure of the 
Judicial Conference of the United States. He was later appointed by former Illinois Governor Jim 
Edgar as a commissioner for the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws, 
and served from 1997-2001. In 2002, Prof. Tabb traveled to Beijing, where he advised the National 
People’s Congress of the People’s Republic of China on the reform of the Chinese bankruptcy law, 
which went into effect in June 2007. He is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, was a 
member of the Board of Regents, and is a member of the American Law Institute. Prof. Tabb received 
his bachelor’s degree summa cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa from Vanderbilt University, and his J.D. 
from the University of Virginia, where he served on the Virginia Law Review and was elected to the 
Order of the Coif.

Hon. James J. Tancredi is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Connecticut in Hartford, 
sworn in on Sept. 1, 2016. Prior to his appointment to the bench, he was a commercial litigation and 
business restructuring partner at Day Pitney, LLP (f/k/a Day Berry & Howard), where he cultivated a 
diverse and challenging practice that crossed major industries, moved from regional to national scope 
and secured material roles in prominent restructuring and bankruptcies. During his 37-year career at 
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Day Pitney, he tried dozens of cases, represented a full range of constituents, and assembled and led 
innumerbale teams in often highly contested, first-impression financial reorganizations. Judge Tan-
credi frequently lectures at the University of Connecticut School of Law and at bar association CLE 
programs. His professional activities have included service as president and director of the Hartford 
County Bar Association and the Connecticut Turnaround Management Association. Judge Tancredi 
has been an active member of the ABA, ABI, Connecticut Bar Association, HCBA and CTTMA, and 
he was a director of the Hartford County Bar Foundation and Connecticut Mental Health Associa-
tion. He is also a Connecticut Bar Foundation James W. Cooper Fellow. In practice, he wrote widely 
about business restructuring issues and co-authored the Connecticut chapter in Strategic Alternatives 
for and Against Distressed Businesses, 2016 Edition (Thomson Reuters). Judge Tancredi received his 
B.A. in urban studies and political science from the College of the Holy Cross in Worcester, Mass., 
and his J.D. from the University of Connecticut School of Law.

Michael G. Taylor, ASA, CIRA, CDBV, ABV/CFF is a Risk and Financial Advisory managing 
director in Deloitte Transactions and Business Analytics LLP in Boston and part of its Financial 
Risk, Transactions & Restructuring practice, specializing in valuation and corporate restructuring. He 
serves as the New England marketplace leader for Deloitte’s Valuation practice and the national Busi-
ness Valuation leader for Training and Development. Mr. Taylor specializes in the valuation of busi-
nesses, business interests, equity and intangible assets for critical financial and economic events such 
as strategic planning, M&A, restructuring and reorganization, litigation, purchase-price allocations, 
tax reporting and US GAAP/IFRS financial reporting, with particular experience in the valuation of 
distressed businesses. He also specializes in performing turnaround, bankruptcy and restructuring 
advisory services for diverse parties-in-interest, including debtors-in-possession, secured creditors, 
unsecured creditors’ committees, equity committees and bankruptcy trustees. Over his 23 years of ac-
counting/finance experience, he has served clients primarily in the consumer products; retail, whole-
sale and distribution; travel, hospitality and services; industrial products and services; chemicals and 
specialty materials; technology, media & telecommunications; and life sciences and health care sec-
tors. Mr. Taylor is a member of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. He received 
his B.B.A. from Saint Bonaventure University and his M.B.A. in finance from Boston College Car-
roll School of Management.

Hon. Deborah L. Thorne is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois in Chicago, 
appointed on Oct. 22, 2015. She is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and a member 
of the Board of Governors for the Seventh Circuit Bar Association, and sits on ABI’s Board of Direc-
tors, having previously served as ABI’s Vice President-Communication and Information Technology. 
Previously, Judge Thorne was a partner with Barnes & Thornburg LLP in Chicago. Her practice in-
cluded the representation of creditors and other parties in insolvency proceedings, and she frequently 
served as a federal equity receiver in commodity fraud cases brought by the Commodity Futures 
Trading Commission. In addition, she served as co-chair of the Women’s Initiative for the firm and 
as a federal equity receiver in cases involving commodity fraud in the Northern District of Illinois. 
Judge Thorne is a past chair of both the Chicago Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Committee and the 
Seventh Circuit Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Committee. She authored ABI’s Preference Defense 
Handbook, The Circuits Compared and is one of the authors of ABI’s Interrupted! Understanding 
Bankruptcy’s Effects on Manufacturing Supply Chains. In addition, she has been included in The Best 
Lawyers in America in the area of bankruptcy and creditor-debtor rights law, was recognized as a 
Leading Lawyer in Illinois and has been recognized by Illinois Super Lawyers every year since 2003. 
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Judge Thorne received her B.A. from Macalester College, her M.A.T. from Duke University and her 
J.D. with honors from Illinois Institute of Technology Chicago-Kent College of Law.

Sheryl L. Toby is a member of Dykema Gossett PLLC in Bloomfield Hills, Mich., and has more 
than 30 years of experience in numerous significant bankruptcy cases throughout the country. She 
regularly advises manufacturing entities (such as automotive clients) in a wide variety of day-to-day 
supply-chain matters. In both traditional and advanced technology manufacturing, Ms. Toby focuses 
on legal requirements within the context of practical application. She works closely with purchasing 
groups, in-house legal and other business teams in developing strategy for addressing business chal-
lenges that intersect operational and legal issues. Ms. Toby’s experience includes the development 
of unique collaborative agreements in advanced vehicle manufacturing, front-end procurement con-
tracting best practices and addressing “stop-ship,” financially troubled suppliers and other litigation 
threats. She is often called upon by entities to strategize with and lead experts in a variety of other 
disciplines to address unique challenges faced by companies in highly regulated manufacturing based 
industries, including internal investigations of safety issues and other matters. In both traditional and 
advanced technology manufacturing, she focuses on legal requirements within the context of practi-
cal application. Ms. Toby has been involved in numerous significant bankruptcy cases throughout 
the country and is a frequent speaker and media consultant in her fields. She has been named in The 
Best Lawyers in America, has been designated a “Michigan Super Lawyer” in Bankruptcy & Credi-
tor/Debtor Rights by Law & Politics, is listed in the Martindale-Hubbell Bar Register of Preeminent 
Women Lawyers, and was selected to Crain’s Detroit Business “40 Under 40” list. Ms. Toby received 
her B.A. from Michigan State University and her J.D. cum laude from Wayne State University, where 
she was a member of the Order of the Coif and worked on its law review.

Jackson D. Toof is a partner with Arent Fox LLP in Washington, D.C., and has represented both 
plaintiffs and defendants in a wide range of commercial matters. Rated AV-Preeminent by Martin-
dale-Hubbell, he has been involved in all aspects of bankruptcy and financial services litigation, 
including pursuing and defending actions on behalf of various creditor constituencies, complex finan-
cial restructurings and valuation disputes, and he has handled all aspects of litigation-enforcing in-
dentures and the rights and remedies of indenture trustees. Hee also has been involved in ratemaking 
determinations for digital music licenses before the Copyright Royalty Board, and he has extensive 
experience defending and pursuing actions in numerous areas, including a variety of business tort, 
contract and real estate actions, shareholder litigation, noncompete and nonsolicitation litigation, 
probate litigation, False Claims Act/qui tam and health care matters, as well as criminal and white-
collar criminal defense. Mr. Toof has first and second chaired jury, bench and administrative trials 
in a variety of civil and criminal matters, and his litigation practice involves all phases of litigation 
from strategic business counseling and problem-solving through trial and appellate review. He serves 
on the firm’s Professional Conduct Committee and co-chairs the firm’s Litigation Support Commit-
tee, and was the chair of the firm’s Associates Committee from 2009–12. Mr. Toof began his career 
in 2003 as a litigator while serving on active duty with the U.S. Navy’s Judge Advocate General’s 
(JAG) Corps. He continued his service as a Lieutenant Commander in the U.S. Navy reserve until 
2012. Mr. Toof received his B.A. summa cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa in 1999 from the University 
of New Hampshire and his J.D. in 2002 from American University’s Washington College of Law, and 
he graduated from the Naval Justice School in 2003.
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Tara Twomey is Of Counsel to the National Consumer Law Center and the project director for the 
National Consumer Bankruptcy Rights Center in Carmel, Calif. Previously, she was a lecturer in law 
at Stanford, Harvard and Boston College Law Schools. Ms. Twomey is a former clinical instructor at 
the Hale and Dorr Legal Services Center of Harvard Law School, where her practice focused in part 
on sustainable homeownership for low- and moderate-income homeowners. She is also a contribut-
ing author of several books published by the National Consumer Law Center, including Foreclosures 
and Bankruptcy Basics.

Chad Van Horn is a founding partner attorney of Van Horn Law Group, P.A. in Fort Lauderdale, 
Fla., and focuses on bankruptcy, business and real estate transactions, commercial and real estate 
litigation, loan modifications and landlord/tenant disputes. He has been recognized as a “Superstar 
Pro Bono Attorney of the Year” by Legal Aid Services of Broward County, recently received a “40 
Under 40” award by the South Florida Business Journal and was selected for Leadership Broward 
Class XXXVI. Mr. Van Horn received his certification by the Florida State Bar in 2009 and from the 
U.S Supreme Court in 2014, He received his B.S. in business management with a focus on entrepre-
neurship and international business from Robert Morris College in Pittsburgh and his J.D. from Nova 
Southeastern University’s Shepard Broad Law School in 2009, and was elected graduating class 
speaker.

Andrew R. Vara is the Acting U.S. Trustee for Region 3, which encompasses five field offices in 
Delaware, New Jersey and Pennsylvania. Additionally, he is the Assistant U.S. Trustee leading opera-
tions in Cleveland. Mr. Vara has worked for the U.S. Department of Justice for more than 25 years, 
serving as a trial attorney, Assistant U.S. Trustee in Wilmington, Del., and the Acting Assistant U.S. 
Trustee in both the Southern District of New York and Western District of Michigan. Following law 
school, Mr. vara clerked for Hon. Laurence Howard, Chief Judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court in 
Grand Rapids. He is a regular faculty member and lecturer at training seminars held at the National 
Advocacy Center in Columbia, S.C. and has been a panelist at numerous ABI conferences, includ-
ing the Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Workshop and Central States Bankruptcy Workshop. He also was a 
member of ABI’s Ethics Task Force and chaired ABI’s committee on Ethics and Professional Com-
pensation. Mr. Vara received his B.A. magna cum laude in political science from Duke University 
and his J.D. with honors from The Ohio State University in May 1991, where he was awarded mem-
bership in the Order of the Coif.

Eli J. Vonnegut is a partner in Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP’s Restructuring Group in New York. 
He represents creditors, debtors, agent banks, hedge funds, lenders, bondholders and other strategic 
parties in a range of corporate restructurings, financing transactions, bankruptcy litigation, asset sales 
and acquisitions, as well as advisory matters relating to investments in complex distressed businesses. 
He also advises numerous financial institutions, including all eight of the U.S.’s global systemically 
important banking groups (G-SIBs) and trade groups in connection with Dodd-Frank Resolution 
Planning. Mr. Vonnegut received Turnarounds & Workouts’ “Outstanding Young Restructuring Law-
yer” designation for 2017 and 2018, was honored in ABI’s 2018 class of “40 Under 40,” is listed 
in IFLR1000 as “Highly Regarded” for U.S. Restructuring and Insolvency in 2018, was named a 
Law360 “Rising Star” in Bankruptcy for 2017, and received the Turnaround Atlas Awards for “Cross-
Border Turnaround of the Year” in 2017 for the restructuring of Pacific Exploration & Production. He 
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received his B.A. with honors from the Wesleyan University College of Letters in 2003 and his J.D. 
cum laude from the University of Michigan Law School in 2007.

Adrienne K. Walker is a member at Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky and Popeo, P.C. in Bos-
ton and practices in its Bankruptcy & Restructuring Section. Her practice focuses on all aspects of 
bankruptcy and commercial matters in both federal and state courts. Ms. Walker has experience in 
workouts, receiverships and bankruptcy matters including representing corporate debtors, secured 
and unsecured creditors. She frequently represents indenture trustees and bondholders in municipal 
workouts, including the chapter 9 municipal bankruptcies of Jefferson County, City of Stockton, Ca-
lif., and City of Detroit. In addition to her business clients, Ms. Walker established a pro bono chapter 
7 clinic at Mintz, where she oversees numerous consumer bankruptcy cases each year, including suc-
cessfully discharging a client’s student loans after a multi-day trial. She is a frequent speaker at con-
tinuing legal education programs and has published numerous articles concerning emerging issues in 
insolvency law. In addition, she is an adjunct professor of law at her alma mater, Suffolk University 
Law School, where she teaches an advanced course in business reorganization. Ms. Walker currently 
is a conference co-chair of ABI’s Northeast Conference and a member of the International Women’s 
Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation, as well as the Boston Bar Association, where she is a 
member of the Bankruptcy Law Section’s steering committee, having previously served as co-chair 
of its Bankruptcy Law Section. She received her undergraduate degree with honors in political sci-
ence from Simmons University and her J.D. magna cum laude from Suffolk University Law School.

Hon. Madeleine C. Wanslee is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Arizona in Phoenix, 
sworn in on March 17, 2014. Previously, she was an associate and then partner at Gust Rosenfeld, 
PLC, where she was active in the firm’s management committee and co-chaired the firm’s bankruptcy 
practice group. Her practice focused on bankruptcy and creditors’ rights, and she represented small 
businesses, financial institutions, corporations and state agencies. While in private practice, Judge 
Wanslee was a certified bankruptcy specialist. She also argued a number of appeals, including United 
Student Aid Funds Inc. v. Espinosa before the U.S. Supreme Court. Judge Wanslee is a member of the 
Ninth Circuit Bankruptcy Education Committee and chairs Arizona’s Bankruptcy Court local rules 
committee. She is a charter member and past president of the Arizona Bankruptcy American Inn of 
Court and is past chair of the Ninth Circuit Bankruptcy Judges Education Committee, the Ninth Cir-
cuit Lawyer Representatives Coordinating Committee, the Arizona Lawyer Representatives and the 
Bankruptcy Section of the State Bar of Arizona. She also served on the American Board of Certifica-
tion’s Standards Committee and on the Arizona State Bar’s Bankruptcy Advisory Committee, which 
both certify bankruptcy specialists. Judge Wanslee received her B.F.A. and B.A. from the University 
of Arizona and her J.D. from Gonzaga University School of Law, where she served as a writer and ex-
ecutive editor of the Gonzaga Law Review. Following law school, she clerked for Chief Bankruptcy 
Judge Robert C. Jones of the District of Nevada.

Hon. Eugene R. Wedoff served as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois in 
Chicago from 1987-2015 and as chief judge from 2002-07. He is ABI’s immediate past president and 
sits on the 15-member expert panel for ABI’s Commission on Consumer Bankruptcy. Judge Wedoff 
presided over the chapter 11 reorganization of United Air Lines, was a member of the Advisory Com-
mittee on Bankruptcy Rules from 2004-14 and served as its chair after 2010. His work on the Rules 
Committee involved both the implementation of the means test forms and creation of the national 
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form for chapter 13 plans. Judge Wedoff was the president of the National Conference of Bankruptcy 
Judges from 2013-14 and also served as a member of the NCBJ’s Board of Governors, as its sec-
retary, and as chair of its education committee. Judge Wedoff is a Fellow in the American College 
of Bankruptcy, as well as a member of the National Bankruptcy Conference. He is the author of the 
chapter on professional employment in Queenan, Hendel and Hillinger, Chapter 11 Theory and Prac-
tice (LRP Publications 1994), has been an associate editor of the American Bankruptcy Law Journal 
and currently serves as a contributing editor of the Thomson Reuters Bankruptcy Law Letter. Judge 
Wedoff is a frequent lecturer and has served as a member of the Federal Judicial Center’s Committee 
on Bankruptcy Judge Education. In 2016, he received the Judge William L. Norton Jr. Judicial Excel-
lence Award; in 2009, he received the Lawrence P. King Award from the Commercial Law League; 
and in 1995, he received the Excellence in Education Award from the NCBJ. Judge Wedoff graduated 
from the college and law school of the University of Chicago.

Gregory W. Werkheiser is a partner with the Business Reorganization and Restructuring Group of 
Morris, Nichols, Arsht & Tunnell LLP in Wilmington, Del., where for over 20 years he has represent-
ed distressed companies, fiduciaries, secured and unsecured lenders, trade creditors and acquirers in 
financial restructurings, bankruptcy proceedings, loan workouts, commercial disputes, cross-border 
cases and related litigation. He has worked with clients from such diverse industries as steel, oil & 
gas, real estate, construction, pharmaceuticals, health care, fast-casual dining, professional sports, 
telecommunications, aerospace, retail, grocery, shipbuilding and repair, mining, financial services, 
entertainment and e-commerce. Mr. Werkheiser has been consistently ranked by Chambers USA: 
America’s Leading Lawyers for Business as a leading bankruptcy/restructuring attorney since 2014. 
He is also listed in The Best Lawyers in America in the categories of bankruptcy and creditor/debtor 
rights/insolvency and reorganization (2016-19) and bankruptcy litigation (2018-19). Additionally, 
he is recognized among top restructuring and insolvency practitioners in Who’s Who Legal (2019). 
Mr. Werkheiser is a member of ABI, the American Bar Association, the Federal Bar Association, the 
Turnaround Management Association and the Delaware State Bar Association. He is admitted to the 
Delaware and District of Columbia Bars, the U.S. District Court for the District of Delaware and the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit. Mr. Werkheiser received his B.S. from Pennsylvania 
State University and his J.D. magna cum laude from the Delaware Law School of Widener Univer-
sity, where he was articles editor for the Delaware Journal of Corporate Law. Mr. Werkheiser clerked 
for Hon. Jane R. Roth of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit.

Prof. Jack F. Williams, CIRA, CTP, CDBV is a principal and practice leader in the Forensic, 
Litigation, and Valuation Services Group with Baker Tilly Virchow and Krause, LLP in Atlanta. He 
also is a tenured professor at Georgia State University College of Law and the Middle East Studies 
Institute in Atlanta, and he serves as an adjunct professor at St. John’s University School of Law. In 
addition, he has been a visiting professor at Cardozo Law School, University of Georgia, New York 
Law School and St. John’s University. Prof. Williams’s experience and areas of practice and aca-
demic interest include bankruptcy and business reorganizations, commercial lending, capital markets, 
mergers and acquisitions, business valuations in dispute, forensic accounting, complex commercial 
damages models, corporate finance, energy and natural resources, fraud and anti-corruption, Islamic 
banking and finance, taxation, public finance, real estate, and law and statistics. He has served as an 
instructor to attorneys in the Office of Chief Counsel, Internal Revenue Service, as part of the New 
York University School of Law/IRS Continuing Professional Education Program; to attorneys in the 
U.S. Department of Justice; to attorneys and other professionals in the Office of the U.S. Trustee; to 
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attorneys and enforcement personnel at the SEC and EPA; and to law enforcement at the FLETC. 
He has also testified before U.S House and Senate committees and subcommittees. Prof. Williams 
was awarded the Kroll Zolfo Cooper Randy Waits Award – Gold Medal for the highest score on the 
national CIRA examination. He is a member of the board of advisors of the St. John’s University 
School of Law LL.M. Program in Bankruptcy and of the Board of Advisors of the American Bank-
ruptcy Institute Law Review, and he serves as a co-chair of ABI’s Veteran’s Affairs Task Force. Prof. 
Williams is the Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors Scholar in Residence. He also 
served as the inaugural Robert M. Zinman ABI Scholar in Residence in 2001 and returned to that post 
in 2008. In 2009, Prof. Williams was recognized by the ABI with its Annual Service Award (2009), 
which honors an ABI member whose contributions over the past year have been extraordinary. He is 
a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and a Fellow in the Bankruptcy Policy Institute at 
St. John’s University School of Law, and he has been appointed an academic member of the Maritime 
Law Association of the United States. Prof. Williams has written more than 18 books and 200 articles 
and essays. He is a frequent lecturer and is regularly quoted on television, radio and in the print me-
dia, having appeared as a guest on “Lou Dobbs” on CNN and FoxNews, “Neil Cavuto” on FoxNews, 
CBS, NBC, MSNBC, NPR, BBC, Bloomberg, “Dateline,” “Weekend Today” and CNN, and has been 
quoted in newspapers, including the Washington Post, New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Los An-
geles Times, Atlanta Journal Constitution, Chicago Tribune, Boston Globe, Dallas Morning News, 
and many regional and local papers. Jack presently serves on the board of the Department of Human 
Services for the State of Georgia. Prof. Williams received his B.A. in economics from the University 
of Oklahoma, his J.D. with high honors from the George Washington University National Law Center 
and his Ph.D. in archaeology from the University of Leicester.

Catherine E. Youngman is a partner with Fox Rothschild LLP in Morristown, N.J., where she fo-
cuses her practice on debtor and creditor rights and the representation of chapter 11 and 7 trustees 
in insolvency and bankruptcy matters. In 1999, the U.S. Department of Justice appointed her to the 
private panel of bankruptcy trustees, and she has served as a chapter 11 and 7 trustee in more than 
10,000 cases. Ms. Youngman has represented lenders in and out of bankruptcy court in contested 
matters, commercial and residential foreclosure actions and in document reviews. She also has expe-
rience in civil and commercial litigation disputes, as well as in land-use matters, and has represented 
corporations, partnerships and individuals, trying numerous jury and non-jury cases to completion. 
Previously, Ms. Youngman was a partner at Forman Holt Eliades & Youngman LLC and was a part-
ner at a boutique law firm for more than 15 years. She is peer-review-rated by Martindale-Hubbell, 
is listed in Chambers USA for Bankruptcy/Restructuring Law in New Jersey (2018-19) and in Super 
Lawyers list for Bankruptcy Law in New Jersey (2010-19), and received a Best 50 Women in Busi-
ness award from NJBiz.com in 2012. Ms. Youngman is admitted to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Third Circuit and the U.S. District Courts of the District of New Jersey and the Eastern and Southern 
Districts of New York. She is vice chair of the Lawyers Advisory Committee for the District of New 
Jersey and a member of the Third Circuit Lawyers Advisory Committee. Ms. Youngman received 
both her B.A. in 1990 and M.P.A. in 1991 from Syracuse University and her J.D. from Seton Hall 
University Law School in 1994.


