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Angela M. Allen is a partner in the Restructuring and Bankruptcy Practice at Jenner & Block in its 
Chicago office. She represents clients in complex bankruptcy and corporate restructuring matters, 
both in and out of court, and she regularly counsels corporate clients in financially distressed situa-
tions and insolvency planning matters, as well as assists clients in protecting their rights throughout 
the bankruptcy process. Ms. Allen is experienced in representing debtors, trustees and creditors in 
bankruptcy litigation matters, including fraudulent transfer claims, avoidance actions and equitable 
subordination claims. She also has experience in conducting investigations and represented the exam-
iners in both the Lehman Brothers and the Transtar bankruptcy cases. Ms. Allen received her under-
graduate degree with distinction from the University of Michigan and her J.D. from the University of 
Michigan Law School, where she served as a research assistant to Prof. James J. White.

Hon. Janet S. Baer is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois in Chicago, ap-
pointed on March 5, 2012. She also acts on a regular basis as the presiding judge in the Northern 
District of Illinois for naturalization ceremonies. Previously, Judge Baer was a restructuring lawyer 
for more than 25 years and was involved in some of the most significant chapter 11 bankruptcy cases 
in the country. The majority of her practice focused on the representation of large, publicly held debt-
ors in both restructuring and chapter 11 matters, and she also represented companies in commercial 
litigation matters, including lender liability, fraud, breach of contract and breach of fiduciary duty. 
Prior to forming her own firm in 2009, Judge Baer was a partner at Kirkland & Ellis LLP, Winston 
& Strawn and Schwartz, Cooper, Greenberger & Krauss. She is currently judicial chair of ABI’s 
Seventh Circuit Eugene R. Wedoff Consumer Bankruptcy Conference, a member of the National 
Conference of Bankruptcy Judges’ Membership Services and Marketing Committees, a Seventh Cir-
cuit representative-elect of the NCBJ Board of Governors, a board member of the Chicago chapter of 
the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation, chair of the Northern District 
of Illinois Bankruptcy Court’s Local Rules Committee, a board member of Chicago CARE (Credit 
Abuse Resistance Education) and a member of the Chicago Bankruptcy Court Liaison Committee. 
She is also a frequent speaker for ABI, ABA, the Chicago Bar Association, IWIRC and the Turn-
around Management Association. Judge Baer earned her B.A. from the University of Wisconsin - 
Madison and her J.D. from DePaul College of Law.

Kay Dee Baird is a partner with Krieg DeVault in Indianapolis and is a member of the firm’s Credi-
tors’ Rights and Bankruptcy Practice Group. She advises clients who are involved in creditor/debtor 
disputes, and often participates in bankruptcy proceedings, foreclosure proceedings and other collec-
tion matters. Ms. Baird primarily works with creditors and advises both individual and institutional 
creditors. In the area of litigation, she assists clients in various types of civil litigation, from small 
litigation matters to class action litigation. Ms. Baird has assisted a wide array of clients in such litiga-
tion, including individuals, institutional clients and nationally known corporations. In addition to her 
work in creditors’ rights and litigation, she also has experience in transactions involving commercial 
law. Previously, Ms. Baird worked for a small family owned business and for large national corpora-
tions, and was a law clerk in the civil court arena. Ms. Baird is admitted to practice in Indiana and 
before the U.S. District Courts for the Northern and Southern Districts of Indiana. She is a member of 
the Indianapolis Bar Association’s Commercial and Bankruptcy Law Section and is program chair of 
its Executive Committee, and is a member of the Sagamore Inn of Court, the Indianapolis and Indiana 
State Bar Associations, and ABI (for which she is an advisory board member of its Central States 
Bankruptcy Workshop). She has been listed in Indiana Super Lawyers Rising Stars from 2016-18. 
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Mr. Baird received her B.S. in accounting and finance from Indiana University with high distinction 
in 2006 and her J.D. cum laude in 2009 from Indiana University Robert H. McKinney School of Law.

Adam C. Ballinger is a partner with Ballard Spahr LLP in Minneapolis, where his practice includes 
working in the areas of fraud and insolvency with an emphasis on Ponzi scheme-type frauds. He rep-
resents debtors, creditors, trustees and court-appointed receivers in bankruptcy and non-bankruptcy 
proceedings, including state and federal courts, mediation and arbitration. He also represents both 
buyers and sellers of agricultural products in agricultural and food products litigation in both court 
and arbitration, including the National Grain and Feed Association. Ms. Ballinger is a member of 
ABI’s inaugural 2017 “40 Under 40” class, and is a member of the Minnesota State Bar Association’s 
Bankruptcy Section and the Turnaround Management Association He also received “40 Under 40” 
recognition from the Minneapolis/St. Paul Business Journal, was a Next Generation Program Par-
ticipant of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges in 2017, was listed in Minnesota Lawyer 
as Attorney of the Year in 2016, was named a Minnesota Super Lawyers Rising Star from 2014-17, 
and was named a North Star Lawyer by the Minnesota State Bar Association in 2013 and 2016. Mr. 
Ballinger is admitted to practice before the Supreme Court of Minnesota, the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Eighth and Fifth Circuits, and the U.S. District Court for the District of Minnesota. He re-
ceived his B.S. in 2004 from North Dakota State University and his J.D. in 2008 from the University 
of Minnesota Law School.

Bernadette M. Barron, CTP is the principal of Barron Business Consulting in Chicago and has 
turnaround, receivership, financial-advisor, interim-management, operational, legal, tax and account-
ing expertise. She has more than 30 years of senior managerial experience, with assignments in more 
than 40 industries. The breadth of her experience is in middle-market companies with revenues rang-
ing from under $5 million to more than $500 million. In addition to successfully guiding companies 
through a financial turnaround, Ms. Barron has taken companies through bankruptcy, liquidated cor-
porate assets, negotiated equity and debt structures, and has been actively involved in the acquisition 
and divestiture of corporate assets and companies. Her roles have included being CRO, financial 
advisor for debtors and creditor committees, assignee for the benefit of creditors, receiver and liqui-
dating trustee. Ms. Barron received her Bachelors in accounting from Wayne State University, her 
M.B.A. from DePaul University and her LL.M. from New York University.

Kimberly Bedigian is an attorney with Stevenson & Bullock, P.L.C. in Southfield, Mich., where her 
practice focuses on representing consumer debtors in bankruptcy cases. She has been Board Certi-
fied in Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification since 2004. Ms. Bedigian 
received her undergraduate degree from the University of Michigan and her J.D. from the University 
of Detroit-Mercy.

James V. Block is a partner at Krautkramer & Block LLC Law Firm in Wausau, Wis., where his prac-
tice includes representing individuals and small businesses in bankruptcy, foreclosure and collection 
actions. He also has served as a chapter 7 panel trustee for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court in the Western 
District of Wisconsin since 2012. Mr. Block was awarded a National Conference of Bankruptcy 
Judges Cornelius Blackshear Presidential Fellowship for 2017. Jim received his B.A. in political sci-
ence and economics from the University of Wisconsin-Madison with comprehensive honors and his 
J.D. cum laude from the University of Wisconsin Law School.
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Sumner A. Bourne is a partner with Rafool, Bourne & Shelby P.C. in Peoria, Ill., where he as-
sists individuals and businesses with financial problems. He is a frequent lecturer on bankruptcy and 
consumer credit issues, including speaking for ABI, the Illinois State Bar Association, the Illinois 
Institute for Continuing Legal Education (IICLE) and the office of the Illinois Attorney General. Mr. 
Bourne is a chapter author in the IICLE practice guides on Illinois Business Bankruptcy Law and 
Illinois Consumer Bankruptcy Law. He is a past chair of the Illinois State Bar Association’s section 
council on bankruptcy, and has handled bankruptcy litigation in many Illinois courts including before 
the Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals. Mr. Bourne received his B.S. from the University of Illinois in 
1990 and his J.D. magna cum laude in 1994 from Boston University School of Law. 

Hon. James W. Boyd is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Michigan in Grand Rap-
ids, appointed in May 2014, and presides over bankruptcy matters in Grand Rapids and Traverse City. 
Prior to his appointment, he was a partner in the law firm of Kuhn, Darling, Boyd and Quandt PLC 
in Traverse City, Mich., where he practiced in the areas of bankruptcy law and commercial litigation. 
From 1988-2014, he served as a chapter 7 panel trustee and as a chapter 11 operating and liquidation 
trustee in many cases. While a trustee, he served on the board of directors of the National Association 
of Bankruptcy Trustees from 1999-2013 and was the president of that organization in 2010. Judge 
Boyd has trustee and receivership experience in both chapter 7 and chapter 11 cases involving a wide 
variety of industries. He has also served as an operating and liquidating receiver under Michigan law 
for numerous entities. Judge Boyd is a contributing author to ICLE’s Handling Consumer and Small 
Business Bankruptcies. He is a member of the Federal Bar Association and ABI, and is a frequent 
speaker. Judge Boyd received his J.D. from the Thomas M. Cooley Law School.

Deborah J. Caruso is a partner with Rubin & Levin, P.C. in Indianapolis, where she practices in the 
areas of bankruptcy, creditors’ rights and business litigation. She is also a chapter 7 panel trustee and 
represents other trustees in chapter 7 cases, as well as debtors and creditors in business bankruptcy 
cases and out-of-court workouts. Presently, She is the chapter 7 bankruptcy trustee for ITT Educa-
tional Services Inc. and its subsidiaries. Ms. Caruso has litigated business and commercial cases for 
more than 35 years in state and federal courts. She served as president of the Bankruptcy and Credi-
tors’ Rights Section of the Indiana State Bar Association and as counsel to the president of the Indiana 
State Bar Association, and she recently served on the Board of Governors for the Indiana State Bar 
Association. She is a Fellow of the Indiana Bar Foundation. Ms. Caruso is a Distinguished Senior Fel-
low of the Indianapolis Bar Foundation and served as counsel to the president of the ISBA, of which 
she is a member of its board of directors. She is also a frequent lecturer for ICLEF, the Indiana State 
Bar Association and the Indianapolis Bar Association. Ms. Caruso has been selected as an Indiana 
Super Lawyer each year since 2006 and has been included on the list of Top 25 Indiana Female Super 
Lawyers and Top 50 Indiana Super Lawyers most recently for 2018. She has also been listed in The 
Best Lawyers of America, most recently in 2018. Ms. Caruso received her A.B. cum laude in 1978 
from Indiana University and her J.D. cum laude in 1981 from Indiana University Law School.

Hon. Donald R. Cassling is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois in Chicago, 
sworn in on Jan. 18, 2012. Prior to his appointment, he was a partner at Jenner & Block and at Quarles 
& Brady in Chicago, where he had a national practice in commercial and patent-infringe-ment law, 
as well as bankruptcy litigation, and represented chapter 11 debtors in possession, creditors’ commit-
tees, individual creditors and chapter 11 trustees. Upon graduation from law school, he clerked for 
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Chief Judge John R. Brown of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit before returning to Chi-
cago to practice law. Judge Cassling has written and lectured extensively on the UCC, banking law 
and commercial litigation and has testified as an expert witness on the Illinois UCC. From 2003-11, 
Judge Cassling wrote “Banking Briefs,” a banking litigation column for The Banking Law Journal, 
and served as a member of its board of editors. He has also participated as a faculty member for the 
National Institute of Trial Advocacy and was selected as an Illinois Super Lawyer from 2009-12. 
Judge Cassling earned his A.B. from Duke University and his J.D. from the University of Chicago 
Law School, where he was an editor of the University of Chicago Law Review.

Clinton E. Cutler is a shareholder with Fredrikson & Byron P.A. in Minneapolis, where he special-
izes in representing companies reorganizing or liquidating under the Bankruptcy Code or in or out 
of court workouts and liquidations. He is a former chair of the firm’s Bankruptcy, Restructuring & 
Workouts Group, practicing in the areas of debtor/creditor law, bankruptcy and complex commercial 
litigation. He also represents debtors and creditors in all aspects of state law proceedings of debtor/
creditor law such as garnishment, attachment, and claim and delivery. He works with banks and 
other lenders on UCC issues and lender-liability matters. Mr. Cutler is Board Certified in Business 
Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification. He is admitted to practice in Minnesota 
and before the U.S. District and Bankruptcy Courts for the District of Minnesota, the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Federal Circuit, and the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the Eighth and Fifth Circuits. 
Mr. Cutler is a member of the American Bar Association, the board of directors of the Turnaround 
Management Association’s Upper Midwest Chapter, ABI, the Minnesota State Bar Association (for 
which he chairs its Bankruptcy Section) and the Hennepin County Bar Association’s Debtor/Creditor 
Committee. In addition, he is a volunteer attorney for Hennepin County Legal Advice Clinics Inc. and 
a co-instructor at the Bankruptcy Clinic of the University of Minnesota Law School. Mr. Cutler re-
ceived his B.S. summa cum laude in 1981 from Iowa State University and his J.D. magna cum laude 
in 1984 from Syracuse University College of Law.

Kelly Daley is a vice president at Burford Capital LLC in New York. Prior to joining Burford, she 
was most recently a senior associate at Orrick Herrington & Sutcliff LLP, where her practice focused 
on the litigation needs of media and technology companies, including intellectual property litigation, 
contract disputes, content protection and product liability. She also previously worked at MoloLam-
ken LLP and McDermott Will & Emery, and clerked for Hon. D. Michael Fisher on the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the Third Circuit. Ms. Daley received both her undergraduate degree and J.D. from 
Georgetown University.

Frank W. DiCastri is a partner with Husch Blackwell LLP in Milwaukee and a member of its Fi-
nancial Services & Capital Markets Group, where he concentrates his practice on creditors’ rights, 
bankruptcy and commercial litigation. He has represented debtors, financial institutions, creditors’ 
committees, trustees, secured creditors and unsecured creditors in reorganization cases, liquidations, 
workouts, chapter 128 receiverships and other insolvency proceedings. Mr. DiCastri has also focused 
on litigation and trial work in matters involving sophisticated commercial transactions. He regularly 
presents on bankruptcy and insolvency issues. Prior to joining Husch Blackwell, he was a shareholder 
at Whyte Hirschboeck Dudek S.C., where he led the firm’s Business Restructuring, Creditors’ Rights 
& Bankruptcy team. Prior to that, he was a partner at an AmLaw 100 firm and served as law clerk to 
Hon. Jon P. Wilcox of the Supreme Court of Wisconsin. Mr. DiCastri is admitted to practice in courts 



2018 CENTRAL STATES BANKRUPTCY WORKSHOP

524

in Wisconsin, Illinois and Michigan. He received both his B.S. in 1994 and his J.D. in 1997 from the 
University of Wisconsin.

David J. Espin is an attorney at Petrie + Pettit S.C. in Milwaukee, where he focuses his practice on 
business law, with an emphasis on business formation, corporate transactions, business bankruptcy 
and commercial workouts. He also has experience litigating business disputes in both state and fed-
eral courts. Mr. Espin primarily serves as debtor’s counsel in chapter 11 bankruptcy cases. He has 
guided individuals and companies of all sizes to successful reorganizations in a wide array of indus-
tries, including real estate, manufacturing, trucking, religious organizations, construction, farming 
and mining. He also represents individual creditors and creditors’ committees in chapter 11 cases. 
Mr. Espin received his B.A. in 2005 from Ohio University and his J.D. in 2008 from Marquette Uni-
versity Law School.

Robert C. Folland is a partner in the Columbus, Ohio, office of Barnes & Thornburg LLP, where he 
is a member of the firm’s Finance, Insolvency and Restructuring Department. He focuses his practice 
on business matters including litigation, restructuring, creditors’ rights and bankruptcy for financial 
institutions, debtors and creditors’ committees. He has additional experience assisting clients with 
state court receiverships and out of court business restructurings. Among his litigation experience, 
Mr. Folland has represented national mortgage servicers against class action allegations in the context 
of forced-placed insurance claims, failure to honor oral modification of loan payment terms and in 
the context of the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act. He has also represented mortgage servicers and 
financial institutions in litigation concerning the Fair Credit Reporting Act, Ohio Consumer Sales 
Practices Act, Real Estate Settlement Procedures Act, Telephone Consumer Protection Act and Truth 
in Lending Act. Mr. Folland has been listed in Ohio Super Lawyers every uear since 2013 and has 
been listed in The Best Lawyers in America since 2009. He has also been listed in Chambers USA in 
the area of Ohio Bankruptcy and Restructuring since 2007. Prior to joining Barnes & Thornburg, Mr. 
Folland was an attorney at the firm of Thompson Hine for nearly 16 years. Mr. Folland is a member 
of the American Bar Association’s Section on Business Law and Committee on Consumer Financial 
Services, the Ohio State Bar Association’s Banking, Commercial and Bankruptcy Law Committee, 
and the Northern Ohio Chapter of the Turnaround Management Association. He is admitted to prac-
tice in Ohio and Pennsylvania and before the U.S. Supreme Court, U.S. Courts of Appeals for the 
Sixth and Tenth Circuits, and the U.S. District Courts for the Central District of Illinois, Eastern 
District of Michigan, Northern and Southern Districts of Ohio, the Southern District of Indiana and 
the Eastern, Middle and Western Districts of Pennsylvania. Mr. Folland received his undergraduate 
degree summa cum laude in 1992 from Bowling Green State University, where he was a member of 
Phi Beta Kappa, and his J.D. with high distinction in 1995 from Ohio Northern University College of 
Law, where he graduated first in his class.

Hon. Catherine J. Furay is Chief Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Wisconsin in Eau 
Claire. Prior to her appointment, she practiced bankruptcy, commercial law and business litigation 
in Madison, Wis. Judge Furay is a frequent lecturer on bankruptcy, commercial law, ethics, marital 
property and litigation skills. She served as an adjunct faculty member at the University of Wisconsin 
Law School teaching lawyering skills for 21 years, and also served as an instructor in the general 
practice course. In addition to being co-author of Wisconsin Business Advisors Series: Collections & 
Bankruptcy Vol. 4 (Pinnacle Books), Judge Furay co-authored the Wisconsin Civil Litigation Forms 
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Manual (Pinnacle Books) and is a contributing author to Construction Law, Chapter 16, “Bankrupt-
cy.” She is also the author of several articles on various bankruptcy, collection, marital property and 
litigation topics. Judge Furay has served on the Board of Governors and various committees of the 
State Bar of Wisconsin, including its Executive and Finance Committees. She is a member of the Na-
tional Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, serving as the Seventh Circuit representative on the Board 
of Governors and as a member of the Finance Committee, and she has served on the NextGen and 
Technology Committees of NCBJ. Judge Furay is an ABI member and currently serves on the advi-
sory boards of ABI’s Central States Bankruptcy Workshop and the Hon. Eugene R. Wedoff Seventh 
Circuit Consumer Bankruptcy Conference. She is also a member of the Turnaround Management As-
sociation and currently is president-elect of its Certification Oversight Committee. In addition, she is 
a member of the Bankruptcy Judges Advisory Group of the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts. 
Judge Furay received her J.D. from the University of Wisconsin-Madison Law School.

Rozanne M. Giunta is a partner in the law firm of Warner Norcross & Judd LLP in Midland, Mich., 
and focuses primarily in commercial law and bankruptcy She has nearly 40 years of experience, 
and her practice includes the representation of debtors, creditors and creditors’ committees under all 
bankruptcy chapters and out-of-court workouts throughout Michigan, Delaware and New York. Ms. 
Giunta was inducted as a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy in 2011. She was also named 
a Super Lawyer in the bankruptcy area and acknowledged in the The Best Lawyers in America in the 
debtor/creditors rights field, both from 2006-18. Ms. Giunta is a frequent lecturer for ABI, the Federal 
Bar Association and the State Bar of Michigan and Institute of Continuing Legal Education on debtor/
creditor rights issues. She received her B.A. cum laude from Marygrove College in 1976 and her J.D. 
from Loyola University School of Law.

Andrea Gonzalez, CPA is a managing director with Alvarez & Marsal Disputes and Investigations 
in Chicago and frequently testifies as an expert witness specializing in accounting, forensic analysis 
and litigation services. She has more than 16 years of experience providing litigation consulting and 
financial advisory services to law firms, corporations, boards and stakeholders to help resolve high-
stakes financial, regulatory and legal issues. She works with clients across a wide range of industries, 
including consumer products, financial services, insurance, manufacturing, health care, medical prod-
ucts, pharmaceuticals, e-commerce, private equity, casino/gaming, electronics, shipbuilding and ag-
riculture. Ms. Gonzalez brings significant experience to clients involved in complex commercial dis-
putes related to fraud or embezzlement, breach of contract and intellectual property. She also assists 
clients with internal accounting and forensic investigations, and SEC inquiries and investigations. 
In addition, Ms. Gonzalez assists clients in matters involving the application of Generally Accepted 
Accounting Principles (GAAP), and she provides financial advisory services to various constituents 
in distressed company situations in bankruptcy court to investigate potential causes of action and to 
determine financial viability. Prior to joining A&M, Ms. Gonzalez spent two years with Cendrowski 
Corporate Advisors (CCA) as a senior manager in its litigation support and valuation practice in Chi-
cago. She also served as a forensic accountant in the FBI’s Chicago Division and was responsible for 
managing complex financial fraud investigations. Before the FBI, she was a director at AlixPartners 
LLP in its Financial Advisory Services practice, where she focused on litigation consulting matters, 
particularly intellectual property disputes. Ms. Gonzalez received her bachelor’s degree in accounting 
from the University of Illinois in Champaign-Urbana.
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Leslie B. Griffith has served as the staff attorney for the Office of the Standing Chapter 13 Trustee 
for the Western District of Wisconsin in Madison since 1990 and has served as the staff attorney for 
the Standing Chapter 12 Trustee since 2011. She prepares files for court hearings and § 341 meetings, 
is responsible for day-to-day review of debtor files regarding means test calculations, plan feasibility 
and implementation, creditor inquiries and claim review, and exemption review/objection. She also 
participates in the administration of the trustee’s office. Ms. Griffith has been a case reporter for the 
Wisconsin State Bar’s Bankruptcy, Insolvency & Creditors’ Rights Newsletter, was secretary of the 
Dane County Bar Association, and has been a contributing author for Thomson Reuters. She has also 
been a panel member for numerous bankruptcy seminars since 1990. Particularly since 2017, she 
has provided guidance to bankruptcy attorneys around the state in the completion, amendment and 
understanding of the Local Plan and new Bankruptcy Rules. Ms. Griffith received her B.A. from the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison and her J.D. from the University of Wisconsin Law School.

E. Philip Groben is an associate with Gensburg Calandriello & Kanter, P.C. in Chicago, where he 
focuses his practice on bankruptcy and commercial litigation. He represents a variety of clients in 
bankruptcy proceedings, including debtors, creditors, trustees and equity-holders. Mr. Groben has 
prosecuted and defended breach-of-contract and other commercial matters, brought foreclosure pro-
ceedings on behalf of secured lenders, negotiated favorable workouts with secured lenders, and en-
forced the rights of judgment creditors and debtors. He has also sued to set aside illegally obtained 
trust and will amendments, and has defended interest-holders in civil forfeiture matters. As a co-chair 
of the Chicago Bar Association’s Young Lawyers Section Bankruptcy Committee, Mr. Groben or-
ganizes the group’s annual CLE seminar as well as monthly committee meetings and presentations 
on a variety of topics, including nondischargeability and domestic-support issues. He also serves as 
the vice chair for the Chicago Bar Association’s Asset Protection Committee and is a regular speaker 
to industry groups, including ABI. Previously, Mr. Groben served as a judicial extern to Hon. Bruce 
W. Black of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District of Illinois and as an extern with the 
Office of the U.S. Trustee, Region 11. Before that, he worked with durable goods manufacturers to 
streamline global supply chains and reduce inventory costs. Mr. Groben received his B.S. from Iowa 
State University in 2002 and his J.D. from the John Marshall Law School in Chicago in 2009.

Paul R. Hage is the chair of the Insolvency & Reorganization practice group at Jaffe Raitt Heuer & 
Weiss in Detroit, where he represents debtors, secured and unsecured creditors, creditors’ commit-
tees, asset-purchasers and trustees in insolvency proceedings nationwide. He frequently writes and 
speaks on bankruptcy issues for ABI, the American Bar Association’s Business Bankruptcy Commit-
tee, Norton Institutes on Bankruptcy Law, the State Bar of Michigan and the Turnaround Manage-
ment Association. Mr. Hage is a past chair of ABI’s Unsecured Trade Creditors Committee and cur-
rently serves as the education director for ABI’s Emerging Industries and Technology Committee. He 
is also a coordinating editor for the ABI Journal. Mr. Hage is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy 
Law by the American Board of Certification and serves as an adjunct professor at the University of 
Michigan Law School. He is also co-director of the Conrad B. Duberstein National Bankruptcy Moot 
Court Competition. In 2017, Mr. Hage was selected as a member of ABI’s inaugural “40 Under 40” 
class. He received his bachelor’s degree from James Madison College at Michigan State University, 
his J.D. from Loyola University Chicago School of Law and his LL.M. in bankruptcy from St. John’s 
University School of Law.
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Jeffrey A. Hokanson is senior counsel at Ice Miller LLP in Indianapolis and a member of its Busi-
ness Group. He concentrates his practice on matters of commercial and insolvency law, bankruptcy 
and related commercial litigation, and private-equity transaction work. Mr. Hokanson has spoken to 
various professional groups and written articles on his areas of practice, and he belongs to a number 
of professional organizations related to the practice of business and insolvency law. He graduated 
from the Indiana University Kelley School of Business and the Indiana University McKinney School 
of Law, and is admitted to practice before the state and federal courts in Indiana.

Thomas M. Horan is the founding member of Shaw Fishman Glantz & Towbin, LLC’s Wilmington, 
Del., office, where he represents official committees of unsecured creditors and debtors in complex 
chapter 11 cases. In addition, he regularly represents official committees of unsecured creditors, debt-
ors, unsecured creditors, asset-purchasers and other parties in complex commercial chapter 11 cases. 
Mr. Horan is ABI’s Vice President-Communication and Information Technology and co-chairs its 
Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Workshop, and he serves on the advisory boards of ABI’s Delaware Views 
from the Bench and Georgetown Views from the Bench programs. He also is a frequent speaker on 
a wide range of bankruptcy topics throughout the country, and often contributes articles to the ABI 
Journal and other publications. Previously, Mr. Horan was a partner at Womble Carlyle Sandridge & 
Rice, LLP and an associate at Morris James LLP. He received his B.A. in 1989 and his M.A. in 1992 
from Fordham University, and his J.D. cum laude from St. John’s University School of Law in 2002, 
where he was executive notes and comments editor for the ABI Law Review.

Hon. LaShonda A. Hunt is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois in Chicago, 
appointed on Jan. 6, 2017. She previously served as general counsel of the Illinois Department of 
Central Management Services, chief legal counsel of the Illinois Department of Corrections, and an 
assistant U.S. attorney in the Northern District of Illinois. Judge Hunt began her legal career as a liti-
gation associate at a national law firm, followed by service as a staff attorney for the Seventh Circuit 
Court of Appeals and a clerkship with Hon. William J. Hibbler of the Northern District of Illinois. She 
also worked in-house in the utility industry overseeing commercial litigation and bankruptcy mat-
ters, and later transitioned to regulatory affairs. Judge Hunt is an active member of the Black Women 
Lawyers’ Association of Greater Chicago, Inc. and served as its president in 2015, vice president in 
2014 and board member at large in 2013. She is also active in the Chicago Bar Association, where she 
was co-vice chair of the Federal Civil Practice Committee and a member of the Judicial Evaluation 
Investigations Committee. Judge Hunt is a Leadership Greater Chicago Fellow (Class of 2013). She 
served on the board of Just the Beginning, a pipeline organization, and chaired Youth Programs for 
the 2012 Biennial Conference. Judge Hunt is actively involved with the Public Interest Law Initiative 
(PILI) and a frequent speaker at PILI events, as well as a mentor to many law students. She received 
her B.S. from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and her J.D. from the University of 
Michigan Law School.

Elizabeth L. Janczak is an associate in the Bankruptcy and Financial Restructuring Practice Group 
at Freeborn & Peters LLP in Chicago. She has represented creditors’ committees, debtors, post-confir-
mation trustees and creditors in a variety of chapter 11 proceedings, including § 363 sale transactions, 
chapter 11 plan confirmation, executory contract litigation, breach-of-fiduciary-duty litigation, and 
various chapter 5 avoidance actions. Ms. Janczak is experienced in chapter 7 liquidation proceedings, 
representing trustees and creditors in avoidance action litigation, involuntary petitions for bankruptcy 
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relief, nondischargeability actions and appellate proceedings. She has also represented plaintiffs and 
defendants in litigation arising under the Perishable Agricultural Commodities Act (PACA) in federal 
courts across the country and before the USDA. In addition, she has vetted PACA claims in chapter 
11 cases as both special PACA counsel to the debtor and as creditors’ committee counsel. Before 
joining Freeborn, Ms. Janczak was a staff law clerk for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Northern 
District of Illinois and for Hon. Bruce W. Black. She received her B.A. magna cum laude from Loyola 
University and her J.D. magna cum laude from University of Illinois College of Law, where she was 
a recipient of the Harno Scholar and the CALI Excellence Award, and a notes editor of the University 
of Illinois Journal of Law, Technology & Policy.

Eric L. Johnson is a partner at Spencer Fane LLP in Kansas City, Mo., and the co-practice group 
leader for its Banking and Financial Services Group. His practice involves representation of secured 
creditors, trustees and other interested parties in insolvency-related matters. Mr. Johnson is a fre-
quent speaker on insolvency-related topics, serves as the Education Director for ABI’s Secured Credit 
Committee and is a member of the ABI/UMKC Midwestern Bankruptcy Institute advisory board as 
well as ABI’s Midwest Regional Endowment Committee. In addition, he chairs the Missouri Bar’s 
Business/Corporate Division and is the president-elect and an executive committee member for the 
Kansas Bar Association’s Bankruptcy and Insolvency Section. Mr. Johnon has been listed in The 
Best Lawyers in America and the Kansas City Business Journal’s “Best of the Bar,” and is listed as a 
Missouri and Kansas Super Lawyers. He is also Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the 
American Board of Certification. Mr. Johnson received his undergraduate degree from the University 
of Northern Iowa and his J.D. from the University of Iowa College of Law.

Hon. Susan V. Kelley is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Wisconsin in Mil-
waukee. Prior to her appointment, she was a partner in the Madison, Wis., office of Michael, Best 
& Friedrich and also practiced with the Madison law firms of Lee, Kilkelly, Paulson & Younger and 
Murphy & Desmond, and the Baltimore firm of Weinberg and Green. She is Board Certified in Busi-
ness Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification. Judge Kelley is active in the State 
Bar of Wisconsin, having chaired its Bankruptcy, Insolvency and Creditors’ Rights Section, and is 
a former member of the executive committee of the board of governors. She is also editor-in-chief 
of Ginsberg & Martin on Bankruptcy and an adjunct professor at Marquette University Law School. 
Judge Kelley authored the debtor/creditor law chapter of the Annual Survey of Wisconsin Law for 10 
years. Judge Kelley received her J.D. from the Columbus School of Law at the Catholic University 
of America and her B.A. from Marquette University.

Deanne M. Koll is an attorney and shareholder at Bakke Norman, S.C. in Menomonie, Wis., where 
she counsels local lenders and businesses on collection issues and creditors’ rights in bankruptcy. She 
is licensed to practice in both Wisconsin and Minnesota. Ms. Koll spent 7 years as a board member 
with the Young Lawyers Division with State Bar of Wisconsin, and was elected in 2013 and again 
in 2016 to the Board of Governors for the State Bar of Wisconsin as a representative for District 8, 
which includes St. Croix, Dunn, Pierce, Polk and Eau Claire Counties. In 2017, she was elected chair 
of the board of governors for the State of Wisconsin. Ms. Koll has authored articles published in the 
Wisconsin Lawyer, Law Practice Today (ABA), The Young Lawyer (ABA) and Real Estate Litigation 
Newsletter (ABA). Wisconsin Super Lawyers has recognized Ms. Koll as a “Rising Star” every year 
since 2010, and in 2009, she was recognized as an Up and Coming Lawyer by the Wisconsin Law 



AMERICAN BANKRUPTCY INSTITUTE

529

Journal. She received her undergraduate degree magna cum laude from the University of Wisconsin-
Oshkosh and her J.D. cum laude from William Mitchell College of Law in 2006.

Hon. Thomas M. Lynch is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois in Rockford, 
appointed in January 2013. Prior to his appointment, he practiced law in Chicago for many years and 
served on numerous advisory panels to courts and regulatory agencies. Before entering law school, he 
worked in public finance as an economic analyst and finance agency executive. Judge Lynch received 
his undergraduate degree from the University of Dayton, his Master’s degree from the University of 
Chicago and his J.D. from Northwestern University’s School of Law, for which he is a member of its 
adjunct faculty.

Nauni Manty is a partner with the law firm of Manty & Associates, P.A. in Minneapolis, where she 
focuses her practice on commercial litigation and bankruptcy matters. Twenty-five years ago, she was 
appointed to serve as a chapter 7 panel trustee for the District of Minnesota. Ms. Manty has also been 
appointed as a chapter 11 operating trustee on several cases. During her career, she has represented 
both debtors and creditors in bankruptcy matters. Ms. Manty received her B.A. from Concordia Uni-
versity and her J.D. cum laude from Mitchell Hamline School of Law.

Hon. Marci B. McIvor is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Michigan in Detroit, 
appointed on March 14, 2003. She was previously in private practice until 1986, when she joined 
the Office of the Attorney General for the State of Michigan. As an assistant attorney general, she 
represented the Michigan Department of Treasury and other state agencies in bankruptcy matters. 
Judge McIvor served as an assistant attorney general until her current judicial appointment. She was 
appointed to the Sixth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel in February 2008 and was named Chief 
Judge of the BAP in February 2012. Judge McIvor frequently speaks on consumer bankruptcy issues 
for ABI, ICLE and the Consumer Bar Association. She received her B.A. from Harvard in 1978 and 
her J.D. from Wayne State University Law School in 1982.

Ryan M. Moldovan is the principal and founder of Moldovan Law Firm, PLLC in Lake Orion, 
Mich., where he practices exclusively representing debtors in chapter 7 and chapter 13 cases. He 
has been in practice for more than 10 years and has experience in family law, criminal law, and civil 
and contract litigation. Mr. Moldovan is admitted to the State Bar of Michigan and the U.S. District 
Courts for the Eastern and Western Districts of Michigan. He was recently named a 2018 Michigan 
Rising Star. Mr. Moldovan received his B.A. from the University of Michigan in 2000 and his J.D. 
cum laude from Michigan State University College of Law in 2006.

Richard D. Nelson is an attorney and member of the law firm of Cohen, Todd, Kite & Stanford, LLC 
in Cincinnati. He was admitted to practice before the U.S. District and Bankruptcy Courts in 1974. 
Mr. Nelson has been a chapter 7 panel trustee since 1989 and he has served as a chapter 11 trustee 
operating and liquidating businesses in over 100 separate cases. He currently chairs the Attorney 
Advisory Committee of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of Ohio, he has been a 
board member of the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees since 2008 (including a term as 
its president from 2015-16), is currently a member of the ABI’s Central States Bankruptcy Workshop 
Advisory Board, and has been a previous presenter for the ABI at the National Conference of Bank-
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ruptcy Judges. He has been listed in Ohio Super Lawyers and is a frequent speaker at a number of 
seminars on bankruptcy and reorganization topics. Mr. Nelson received his B.A. from Miami Univer-
sity of Ohio in 1971 and his J.D. in 1974 from the University of Cincinnati College of Law.

Patrick M. O’Keefe is the founder and CEO of O’Keefe in Bloomfield Hills, Mich., and focuses 
his practice on corporate reorganization, financing, debt restructuring, mergers and acquisitions, and 
litigation support. He has more than 30 years of experience in the financial advisory and turnaround 
consulting industries, having worked on assignments across various industries including retail, con-
struction, automotive, manufacturing, technology and real estate. Mr. O’Keefe has testified in federal 
and state courts and has been a court-appointed mediator. He is currently a receiver appointed by 
the Securities and Exchange Commission over a large portfolio of real estate assets in Flint, Mich. 
He is also the CEO of Glycadia, a diabetes research company, and CEO of Grow Michigan, LLC, a 
junior-lien lender supported by the State of Michigan Strategic Fund and 16 financial institutions to 
lend money to growing businesses. Mr. O’Keefe received the 2018 M&A Advisor Leadership Award 
for his contribution to the bankruptcy and restructuring industry and also received its 2017 Deal 
Professional of the Year. In addition, Irish America recognized Mr. O’Keefe as one of the top 100 
businessmen in 2013, 2016 and 2017, and his firm has been recognized by Michigan Lawyers Weekly 
for the Best Litigation Consulting Services, as Turnaround Consulting Firm of the Year by the M&A 
Advisor, as Boutique Turnaround Consulting Firm of the Year by the M&A Global Network, and as 
Turnaround of the Year-Middle Market by the M&A Advisor and Turnaround Management Associa-
tion. Mr. O’Keefe received his M.B.A. in 1982 from Wayne State University.

Hon. Daniel S. Opperman is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Michigan in Flint 
and Bay City, sworn in on July 13, 2006. He is also the Chief Judge on the Bankruptcy Appellate 
Panel for the Sixth Circuit and is currently serving a second term on that Panel. Prior to taking the 
bench, Judge Opperman practiced with Braun Kendrick Finkbeiner, where he concentrated in litiga-
tion, bankruptcy and real estate. He earned his B.S. magna cum laude from Eastern Michigan Univer-
sity and his J.D. magna cum laude from Wayne State University Law School, where he was a member 
of the Wayne Law Review and served as note and comment editor.

Ronald R. Peterson is a partner with Jenner & Block LLP in Chicago, where he concentrates his 
practice in the areas of commercial, insolvency and bankruptcy law. He is a member of the firm’s 
Bankruptcy, Workout and Corporate Reorganization and Bankruptcy Litigation Practices. He is also 
a member of its Real Estate and Construction Litigation, Corporate Finance, Bankruptcy Litigation, 
and Restructuring and Bankruptcy Practices. A Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy, Mr. 
Peterson focuses primarily on representing debtors, trustees, creditors, committees, landlords and se-
cured lenders in chapter 11 cases. He also counsels clients on a variety of transactional issues, includ-
ing corporate restructurings. Since 2003, Chambers & Partners has named him one of the country’s 
leading lawyers in bankruptcy law, and he is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell. Mr. Peterson has been 
a member of the panel of chapter 7 trustees for the Northern District of Illinois’s Eastern Division 
since 1987 and has presided over numerous complex commercial cases, including Stotler & Co., the 
country’s tenth-largest commodities house, and Lancelot Investment, a $1.7 billion Ponzi scheme. 
He has also served as examiner in Robert Lund, a large real estate developer, and as chairman of the 
creditors’ committee in Thomas J. Petters, a $3.5 billion Ponzi scheme. Mr. Peterson is a member 
of ABI, as well as the Business Bankruptcy Committee of the Business Law Section and the Bank-
ruptcy Litigation Committee of the Litigation Section of the American Bar Association. He is also a 
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director of the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees and a member of INSOL (International 
Association of Restructuring, Insolvency & Bankruptcy Professionals). Mr. Peterson is admitted to 
practice before the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the Third, Sixth, Seventh, Eighth and Ninth Circuits, 
and the U.S. District Courts for the Northern and Central Districts of Illinois, the Northern District of 
Indiana, the Eastern District of Wisconsin, and the Western District of Michigan. He received his A.B. 
cum laude in speech and political science from Ripon College in 1970 and his J.D. in 1973 from the 
University of Chicago Law School.

Claire Ann Resop is a partner in the Madison, Wis., office of Steinhilber Swanson, LLP, where she 
concentrates her practice in bankruptcy, real estate, and commercial and claim litigation. She has 
served on ABI’s Board of Directors, was appointed to the panel of chapter 7 trustees for the West-
ern District of Wisconsin from 2004-11, and was formerly a member of the National Association 
of Bankruptcy Trustees’ New Trustee Advisory Committee. She is also past chair of the State Bar 
of Wisconsin’s Bankruptcy, Insolvency and Creditors’ Rights Section and serves as co-chair of its 
Legislative Committee. Ms. Resop formerly served as chair of both ABI’s Central States Bankruptcy 
Workshop advisory board and the State Bar of Wisconsin’s Convention Committee, and she was a 
member of the Ethics Committee for the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees. In 2005, she 
was recognized as one of the “Top 25 Female Super Lawyers,” and has been named a “Super Lawyer” 
in Law & Politics and Milwaukee Magazine since 2005. Ms. Resop received her B.A. from Marquette 
University in 1987 and her J.D. from the University of Wisconsin in 1993.

Michael P. Richman is a partner at Steinhilber Swanson LLP in Madison, Wis., and an adjunct 
professor of law at the University of Wisconsin Law School. He has nearly 40 years of legal experi-
ence and focuses his practice on representing chapter 11 debtors and creditors’ committees, and he 
has advised and continues to represent secured and unsecured creditors, equity-holders, purchasers 
and all manner of parties in interest on virtually every aspect of financial distress and bankruptcy. 
Among his recent engagements, he represented the unsecured creditors’ committee of O.W. Bunker 
and the Government of Puerto Rico’s Department of Treasury, as well as the unsecured creditors’ 
committees of Simplexity and Prince Sports. He also played a central role in the litigation over the 
government-engineered fast-track sale of General Motors by representing a lead group of bondhold-
ers who opposed the sale. Mr. Richman was ABI president from 2004-05 and chairman of its Board 
of Directors from 2006-07, and has been a member of its management and executive committees. 
He previously co-chaired ABI’s Asset Sales Committee and was on ABI’s Commission to Study the 
Reform of Chapter 11, and he also served as co-vice chair of ABI’s Ethics Task Force. In addition, he 
is on the advisory boards of ABI’s New York City Bankruptcy Conference and VALCON conference. 
Mr. Richman is a member of the bars of New York, Wisconsin and the District of Columbia and is 
the founder of and lead keyboardist for ABI’s house band, the Indubitable Equivalents. He received 
his undergraduate degree with honors from Vassar College and his J.D. from Columbia Law School, 
where he was a Harlan Fiske Stone scholar and was awarded the David M. Berger award in honor of 
Prof. Wolfgang Friedmann for distinction in international law. He also served as managing editor of 
the Columbia Journal of Transnational Law.

Hon. Michael E. Ridgway is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Minnesota in Minneapolis, 
sworn in on May 20, 2013. He has also presided over cases in the District of North Dakota. From 
2006 until his appointment, Judge Ridgway served as a trial attorney with the U.S. Trustee’s Program 
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in Minneapolis. In October 2011, he was among a group of seven U.S. Trustee Program attorneys 
who received the U.S. Attorney General’s Distinguished Service Award, the Department of Justice’s 
second-highest award for employee performance, for “Exceptional Work to Address Misconduct and 
Abusive Practices in the U.S. Bankruptcy System.” From 1998-2006, he was an assistant U.S. attor-
ney in the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District of South Dakota. During his tenure there, he repre-
sented the interest of the federal government in both civil and criminal matters, including bankruptcy, 
asset-forfeiture, and prosecutions of white-collar fraud cases. Judge Ridgway has 17 years of litiga-
tion experience, and he served as an elected county prosecutor for over five years. He has prosecuted 
several bench and jury trials in both the state and federal courts. Judge Ridgway has taught a course 
in bankruptcy ove the last four years at the University of St. Thomas Law School. He received his un-
dergraduate degree in 1978 from Yankton College and his J.D. in 1981 from the University of Notre 
Dame Law School.

Hon. Phillip J. Shefferly is Chief Judge of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of 
Michigan in Detroit, initially appointed as bankruptcy judge in 2003 and as chief judge in 2009. Prior 
to taking the bench, Judge Shefferly worked in private practice, focusing on business reorganiza-
tions and chapter 11 cases. Judge Shefferly has trial and litigation experience in bankruptcy courts, 
federal courts and state courts, and he is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy. He is also 
a frequent writer and speaker for ABI, the Federal Bar Association and the Consumer Bankruptcy 
Association. Judge Shefferly received his B.A. from the University of Michigan with high distinction 
and his J.D. magma cum laude from Wayne State University Law School.

Michael R. Stewart is a partner at Faegre Baker Daniels LLP in Minneapolis, where he is the leader 
of its Finance & Restructuring Group. His primary areas of practice are commercial finance, bank-
ruptcy, secured transactions and creditors rights. Mr. Stewart is a Fellow in the American College of 
Bankruptcy, where he serves as the Regent for the Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals, and is listed in 
The Best Lawyers in America. He is a past president of the Upper Midwest Chapter of the Turnaround 
Management Association, is a former chairman and vice-chairman of the Bankruptcy Law Section of 
the Minnesota State Bar Association, and was the Reporter for the District of Minnesota Local Bank-
ruptcy Rules Advisory Committee. Mr. Stewart is a member of ABI, the Turnaround Management 
Association, the Commercial Finance Association, the American Bar Association and the Minnesota 
State Bar Association. He also served on the national board of directors of the Turnaround Manage-
ment Association and on the Minnesota Receivership Statute Committee. Mr. Stewart is a frequent 
lecturer at continuing legal education and trade association seminars, has written numerous articles, 
and is a contributing author to Successful Partnering Between Inside and Outside Counsel, published 
by West Group; the Debtor Creditor Handbook, published by Minnesota Continuing Legal Educa-
tion, and The Art of Grain Merchandising, published by Stipes Publishing Co. He is also a co-editor 
of Bankruptcy Practice in Minnesota, a deskbook published by Minnesota Continuing Legal Educa-
tion. Mr. Stewart received his undergraduate degree from Cornell College in 1977 and his J.D. from 
Harvard Law School in 1980.

James D. Sweet is a partner with Steinhilber Swanson LLP in Madison, Wis., where he represents 
businesses, individuals and other interested parties throughout Wisconsin, northern Iowa, Minnesota 
and northern Illinois in bankruptcy cases, state court receiverships, the purchase or sale of business 
assets, and out-of-court restructurings, workouts and reorganizations. He has experience represent-
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ing debtors, creditor committees, bondholder committees, bankruptcy trustees, receivers, banks and 
other secured creditors, as well as purchasers of assets and businesses. Mr. Sweet is AV-rated by 
Martindale-Hubbell, is listed in The Best Lawyers in America, and has been deemed a Super Lawyer 
since 2000. In 2014, he was the co-winner of the 8th annual M&A Advisor Turnaround Awards for the 
Anchor Bancorp, Inc. chapter 11 bankruptcy case. In addition, in 2015 Mr. Sweet was co-winner of 
the Turnaround Management Association National and Midwest Small Company Transaction Awards 
for his service in the LongVANS and Related Entities case, which also garnered him the 10th Annual 
M&A Advisor Turnaround Award as co-winner. He is a frequent lecturer on bankruptcy, insolvency 
and workout matters throughout the Midwest, and he is a member of the State Bar of Wisconsin, the 
American Bar Association and ABI. He is also a past president and chairman of the American Board 
of Certification, of which he is a Fellow. Mr. Sweet received his B.A. magna cum laude in political 
science and philosophy in 1975 from the University of Wisconsin at Eau Claire and his J.D. cum 
laude in 1978 from the University of Wisconsin at Madison.

Hon. Deborah L. Thorne is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois in Chicago, 
appointed on Oct. 22, 2015. She is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and a member 
of the Board of Governors for the Seventh Circuit Bar Association, and sits on ABI’s Board of Direc-
tors, having previously served as ABI’s Vice President-Communication and Information Technology. 
Previously, Judge Thorne was a partner with Barnes & Thornburg LLP in Chicago. Her practice in-
cluded the representation of creditors and other parties in insolvency proceedings, and she frequently 
served as a federal equity receiver in commodity fraud cases brought by the Commodity Futures 
Trading Commission. In addition, she served as co-chair of the Women’s Initiative for the firm and 
as a federal equity receiver in cases involving commodity fraud in the Northern District of Illinois. 
Judge Thorne is a past chair of both the Chicago Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Committee and the 
Seventh Circuit Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Committee. She authored ABI’s Preference Defense 
Handbook, The Circuits Compared and is one of the authors of ABI’s Interrupted! Understanding 
Bankruptcy’s Effects on Manufacturing Supply Chains. In addition, she has been included in The Best 
Lawyers in America in the area of bankruptcy and creditor-debtor rights law, was recognized as a 
Leading Lawyer in Illinois and has been recognized by Illinois Super Lawyers every year since 2003. 
Judge Thorne received her B.A. from Macalester College, her M.A.T. from Duke University and her 
J.D. with honors from Illinois Institute of Technology Chicago-Kent College of Law.

Anne R. Vanderkamp is a principal with Baker Tilly Virchow Krause, LLP in Chicago and has 
experience providing litigation support and investigative services for trial lawyers, in-house counsel 
and trustees throughout the dispute process. She has advised clients and counsel in expert-witness 
assignments related to bankruptcy, construction claims, fraud allegations, lost profit and damage is-
sues, post-merger and acquisition disputes, and shareholder disputes. Ms. Vanderkamp’s industry 
experience includes automotive, banking, biotechnology/pharmaceutical, education, energy, financial 
services, food and beverage, gaming, insurance, manufacturing and distribution, oil and gas, real 
estate/construction and retail. She has led teams in performing complex financial investigations and 
analyses regarding insolvency, fraudulent conveyance, and preferences in numerous bankruptcy and 
financial distress-related matters. Additionally, she has performed forensic investigations relating to 
embezzlement, financial statement fraud, and business fraud in merger-and-acquisition transactions. 
Ms. Vanderkamp has led teams in the preparation of expert reports reflecting professional opinions, 
assisted counsel with the discovery process, developed strategy, and prepared witnesses for deposi-
tion and trial testimony. She has advised clients and counsel in dispute-resolution forums, includ-
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ing settlement negotiations, arbitrations, mediations, and federal, state and bankruptcy courts. She 
has also provided trial testimony in federal court. Before joining Baker Tilly, Ms. Vanderkamp held 
positions at Tucker Alan, Inc., Navigant Consulting, Inc. and Stout Risius Ross, Inc. Most recently, 
she was a managing director at Mesirow Financial. Ms. Vanderkamp received her B.B.A. from the 
University of Notre Dame.

Lisa B. Vandesteeg, CIPP is a legal team leader and tactical advisor for business with Sugar Felsen-
thal Grais & Hammer LLP in Chicago, where her practice is focused on risk-identification and miti-
gation for her clients, primarily in the areas of business continuity and business tort, data security and 
privacy, and bankruptcy and restructuring. She counsels businesses in a wide variety of industries on 
issues such as contracting with third parties or partnership/ownership disputes and represents clients 
in state, federal and bankruptcy courts, in municipal and administrative proceedings, and using alter-
native dispute resolution processes. Ms. Vandesteeg is experienced in nearly every facet of commer-
cial bankruptcy and restructuring, having represented debtors, secured creditors, unsecured creditors 
and unsecured creditors’ committees. Within the bankruptcy arena, she has prosecuted complex ad-
versary and contested litigation matters including, among others, actions to pierce the corporate veil, 
to undo fraudulent transfers and to avoid liens. She also assists clients in the development of reason-
able and appropriate data security and privacy programs and policies related to use of technology, 
mobile devices or document retention. She also advises clients on compliance with various regulatory 
and statutory requirements, including TCPA, CAN-SPAM, GLBA, and the newly effective New York 
State cybersecurity regulation applicable to financial and insurance institutions. Ms. Vandesteeg was 
recognized in ABI’s 2017 inaugural class of “40 Under 40.” She received her B.A. from Columbia 
University and her J.D. from Boston College.

Eric E. Walker is a partner in the Chicago office of Perkins Coie LLP, where he focuses his practice 
on all aspects of commercial litigation, financial restructuring and bankruptcy, including experience 
representing debtors, creditors, asset-purchasers, examiners and trustees in bankruptcy proceedings 
throughout the country. He has particular experience in the hotel and hospitality industry and regu-
larly represents hotel owners, developers, operators, lenders and major hotel brands in transactions, 
state and federal litigation and bankruptcy. Mr. Walker represented the petitioners before the U.S. 
Supreme Court in RadLAX Gateway Hotel, LLC, et al. v. Amalgamated Bank (Case No. 11-166), a 
high-profile hotel bankruptcy case involving secured creditor cramdown. He also has particular ex-
perience in the health care industry, representing stalking-horse bidders, asset-purchasers, landlords 
and other constituents in out-of-court restructuring negotiations, bankruptcy and litigation. His suc-
cessful representation of the asset purchaser in the contentious In re Health Diagnostic Laboratories, 
Inc. bankruptcy case was awarded the 2016 Restructuring Deal of the Year (Under $100M) by M&A 
Advisors. Mr. Walker was named in ABI’s inaugural “40 Under 40” class of 2017. He is the current 
education director of ABI’s Health Care Committee and sits on the advisory board for ABI’s Central 
States Bankruptcy Workshop. In addition, he served as faculty member and author for the PLI 17th 
Annual Commercial Real Estate Institute, and he frequently writes and speaks on issues of bankrupt-
cy, hospitality and health care law. Mr. Walker received his B.S.B.A. in finance in 2000 from Miami 
University and his J.D. in 2006 from the University of Connecticut School of Law.

Hon. Eugene R. Wedoff served as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois in 
Chicago from 1987-2015 and as chief judge from 2002-07. He is ABI’s immediate past president and 
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sits on the 15-member expert panel for ABI’s Commission on Consumer Bankruptcy. Judge Wedoff 
presided over the chapter 11 reorganization of United Air Lines, was a member of the Advisory Com-
mittee on Bankruptcy Rules from 2004-14 and served as its chair after 2010. He was the president 
of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges from 2013-14 and also served as a member of the 
NCBJ’s Board of Governors, as its secretary, and as chair of its education committee. Judge Wedoff 
is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy, as well as a member of the National Bankruptcy 
Conference. He is the author of the chapter on professional employment in Queenan, Hendel and 
Hillinger, Chapter 11 Theory and Practice (LRP Publications 1994), has been an associate editor of 
the American Bankruptcy Law Journal and currently serves as a contributing editor of the Thomson 
Reuters Bankruptcy Law Letter. Judge Wedoff is a frequent lecturer and has served as a member of 
the Federal Judicial Center’s Committee on Bankruptcy Judge Education. In 2016, he received the 
Judge William L. Norton Jr. Judicial Excellence Award; in 2009, he received the Lawrence P. King 
Award from the Commercial Law League; and in 1995, he received the Excellence in Education 
Award from the NCBJ. Judge Wedoff graduated from the college and law school of the University of 
Chicago.

David K. Welch is a partner and chair of the Restructuring, Insolvency and Bankruptcy practice 
at Burke, Warren, MacKay & Serritella, P.C. in Chicago and has been practicing law in Illinois 
since 1982. His practice has always been concentrated in the fields of bankruptcy, reorganization, 
insolvency and debtor’s and creditor’s rights. Mr. Welch has represented debtors, trustees, creditors’ 
committees, secured creditors, unsecured creditors and equity-holders in numerous matters through-
out the U.S. From October 1979 through June 1982, he served as deputy chapter 13 trustee in the 
Northern District of Illinois under Craig Phelps, Chapter 13 Trustee. He has authored articles for the 
Illinois Institute of Continuing Legal Education on matters involving bankruptcy and insolvency, and 
he has lectured at seminars relating to bankruptcy issues at the Chicago Bar Association. Mr. Welch 
has served as a member of the Bankruptcy Mediation Panel Subcommittee of the Chicago Bar As-
sociation, and, in conjunction with his financial mediation and negotiation training, he has completed 
a course sponsored by the National Institute for Trial Advocacy in conjunction with Northwestern 
University. Among other professional roles, he is a former chairman of the Chicago Bar Association’s 
Committee on Bankruptcy and Reorganization. Mr. Welch is admitted to practice in Illinois and be-
fore the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the Third and Seventh Circuits, the U.S. District Courts for the 
Central and Northern Districts of Illinois, the Northern District of Indiana and the Eastern District of 
Wisconsin, and the Federal Trial Bar. He received his B.A. from the University of Illinois - Chicago 
and his J.D. in 1982 from The John Marshall Law School.

Hon. Mary Ann Whipple is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Ohio in Toledo, 
serving her second term. She has also served a term on the Sixth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel. 
Before her appointment as a bankruptcy judge, she practiced law for 20 years as a commercial, bank-
ruptcy and employment litigator with Fuller & Henry Ltd. in Toledo. Judge Whipple is admitted to 
practice in Ohio and Michigan and before the U.S. Supreme Court, U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Sixth Circuit and the U.S. District Courts for the Northern District of Ohio and the Eastern District of 
Michigan. In addition, she has taught creditor/debtor law as a part-time faculty member at the Univer-
sity of Toledo College of Law. Judge Whipple received the 2008 Toledo Bar Association Community 
Service Award and the Toledo Women’s Bar Association’s Arabella Babb Mansfield Award in 2016, 
and is also a master in and past president of The Morrison R. Waite Chapter of the American Inns of 
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Court Foundation. She received her A.B. in Russian studies from the University of Michigan in 1977 
and her J.D. from Stanford Law School in 1981.

Christopher B. Wick is a corporate restructuring and bankruptcy partner with Hahn Loeser and 
Parks LLP in Cleveland, where he focuses his practice on corporate reorganizations, workouts, debt-
ors’ and creditors’ rights, and corporate transactions across the U.S. He has represented parties in the 
restructuring, reorganization or sale of complex business in an array of industries, including energy, 
automotive, agriculture, telecommunications, logistics, manufacturing, real estate and steel. He also 
has a broad range of transactional experience and has advised clients in connection with a variety 
of DIP financing facilities, recapitalization transactions, and asset dispositions and acquisitions. Mr. 
Wick has substantial experience representing and advising companies, buyers and investors in all 
aspects of distressed and insolvency situations. He also counsels boards of directors, chief executive 
offices and other members of senior management with respect to their duties and obligations to, and 
exposures in connection with, financially challenged companies. Mr. Wick received his J.D. in 2000 
from Washington & Lee University School of Law.

Scott A. Wolfson is an attorney at Wolfson Bolton PLLC in Troy, Mich., where he focuses on bank-
ruptcy and insolvency law, debtors’ and creditors’ rights, commercial litigation and workouts. His 
clients include equipment manufacturers, tier-one and sub-tier suppliers, technology companies, 
start-ups, directors and officers, trade creditors, distressed companies, debtors, trustees, receivers, 
lenders, landlords, tenants, asset-purchasers, lessors, preference and fraudulent-transfer defendants, 
and unsecured creditors’ committees. Mr. Wolfson has experience representing original equipment 
manufacturers and suppliers, including ensuring the continuity of supply from nonperforming, finan-
cially distressed or bankrupt suppliers. His expertise is in representing customers in the enforcement 
of their contract rights with suppliers in both state and federal courts. Mr. Wolfson also has experience 
litigating lien disputes under Michigan’s Special Tools Lien Act and Molder’s Lien Act. He advises 
secured creditors in all aspects of loan workouts and restructurings, including creditors’ rights repre-
sentation, and represents financially distressed companies restructuring in and out of court. He also 
represents purchasers of assets in bankruptcy and similar state court proceedings, including litigation 
of sale procedures and disputes. Mr. Wolfson is a certified mediator and has mediated preference, 
fraudulent conveyance and commercial disputes, members of boards of directors, and corporate offi-
cers in breach-of-fiduciary-duty and derivative litigation. He also has criminal jury trial experience as 
defense counsel and as a former prosecutor for the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community. Mr. Wolfson 
has been named one of the top 100 lawyers in Michigan in the 2010-16 Super Lawyers survey, and as 
one of the top 50 Michigan business lawyers from 2013-16, in Michigan Super Lawyers from 2009-
17, in Michigan Rising Stars for 2008, in The Best Lawyers in America from 2010-18 (for which 
he was named Lawyer of the Year) and as one of the dbusiness Top Lawyers from 2010-18. He is a 
Fellow of the Oakland County Bar Foundation and is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell. 
Mr. Wolfson received his B.A. from Michigan State University’s James Madison College in 1992 and 
his J.D. cum laude from the University of Minnesota Law School in 1995, where he was a managing 
editor of the Law and Inequity Journal.


