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Adam L. Alpert is a shareholder in the Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights practice group at Bush 
Ross, P.A. in Tampa, Fla.,and has worked there since 2001. His practice focuses on the representa-
tion of debtors, secured and unsecured creditors, and trustees chapter 11 reorganizations and chapter 
7 liquidations. Mr. Alpert regularly represents distressed companies, creditors, unsecured creditors’ 
committees, and purchasers of assets in all aspects of bankruptcy. His practice also includes handling 
stock/asset purchase transactions and other corporate transactions involving distressed companies 
and assets. In addition, he represents horse and stable owners in all aspects of the negotiation and 
drafting of equine corporate and transactional agreements, including the formation and operation of 
racing stables and syndicates, and the purchase and sale of equine interests and breeding rights. Mr. 
Alpert is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification and is 
a member and past president of the Tampa Bay Bankruptcy Bar Association. He received his under-
graduate degree from the University of Florida Fisher School of Accounting in 1997 and his J.D. with 
honors from the University of Florida Levin College of Law in 2000.

John A. Anthony is the managing member of Anthony & Partners in Tampa, Fla., where his practice 
focuses on chapter 11 reorganizations, complex chapter 7 liquidations, assignments for the benefit of 
creditors, loan restructures, state court loan enforcement litigation and lender-liability defense in state 
and federal courts. Previously, he chaired a statewide 22-lawyer creditors’ rights department of a large 
law firm. Mr. Anthony served for four years on the Tampa Bay Bankruptcy Bar Association’s Board 
of Directors, and served for two years as an editor of its newsletter, The Cramdown. He frequently 
speaks and writes regarding matters of importance to financial institutions and other creditors, and he 
has been AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell for 25 years, with regular appearances on Florida Trend’s 
“Legal Elite.” He is a member of the Florida Bar Association’s Corporate Banking and Business Law 
Section, as well as the Federal, American, Tampa Bay Bankruptcy, Polk County and Lakeland Bar 
Associations and the Bankruptcy Bar Association for the Southern District of Florida. He has been 
AV Preeminent-rated by Martindale-Hubbell since 1983, and is admitted to practice before the U.S. 
District Courts for the Middle, Southerm and Northern Districts of Florida and the Eleventh Circuit 
Court of Appeals. Mr. Anthony received his B.A. from Georgetown University College of Arts and 
Sciences in theology and political philosophy in 1984 and his J.D. from Georgetown University Law 
Center in 1987.

Paul J. Battista is an attorney with Genovese Joblove & Battista, P.A. in Miami, where he specializes 
in complex commercial bankruptcy, restructuring and insolvency matters both in and out of court, 
including related bankruptcy litigation and transactional work. He routinely represents chapter 11 
debtors in possession (DIPs), creditors’ committees, DIP lenders, purchasers of assets and trustees 
in large and complex restructurings, workouts, and bankruptcy and insolvency proceedings. He also 
has substantial experience in the representation of franchisors in numerous franchisee bankruptcies 
around the country. Mr. Battista has insolvency experience in such industries as real estate develop-
ment, quick-service restaurants, casual dining, retail, insurance, aviation and franchising, and he has 
litigated a wide variety of bankruptcy-related claims and issues at both the trial and appellate levels, 
including fraud and Ponzi schemes and bankruptcy avoidance actions. He also represents lenders and 
borrowers in all aspects of secured lending. Mr. Battista is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell and has 
been included in The Best Lawyers in America in the area of bankruptcy, business reorganizations 
and creditors’ rights, having also been named “Lawyer of the Year” in Miami for 2012. He has also 
been ranked as a “band 1” Florida bankruptcy attorney in Chambers & Partners USA and as one of 
Florida’s top lawyers by Florida Trend, South Florida Legal Guide and Who’s Who Legal: Florida 
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2008, and was named a new “Hall of Fame” member by Legal Elite 2015. Mr. Battista is a member 
of the Florida, Rhode Island and Massachusetts Bars, the U.S. District Courts for the Southern and 
Middle Districts of Florida, the U.S. Supreme Court and the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals. He 
received his B.S. magna cum laude in accounting in 1983 from the University of Rhode Island and 
his J.D. magna cum laude in 1986 from Boston University School of Law.

Alane A. Becket is a managing partner at Malvern, Pa.-based Becket & Lee LLP, a Women’s Busi-
ness Enterprise, where she provides comprehensive nationwide representation of financial institutions 
in bankruptcy matters, with a focus on consumer lenders and debt-purchasers. In addition to client and 
industry relations, she focuses on litigation strategy, and the firm has been lead or co-counsel in some of 
the most influential decisions in consumer bankruptcy over the last 20 years. Ms. Becket is AV-rated by 
Martindale-Hubbell and is ABI’s President-Elect, co-chair of the Bankruptcy Section and of the Profes-
sional Standards and Grievance Committees of the National Creditors Bar Association (NCBA), and a 
member of the National Association of Chapter Thirteen Trustees (NACTT) and the National Associa-
tion of Bankruptcy Trustees. She has written and lectured extensively on consumer bankruptcy issues 
for a variety of professional organizations, including ABI, the Federal Judicial Conference, NACTT, 
NABT, Norton Bankruptcy Law Advisor, NCBA, the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and 
a host of local and regional creditor organizations. Formerly ABI’s Vice President-Publications, Ms. 
Becket served on the editorial board of ABI’s Consumer Bankruptcy website and is a past co-chair of 
ABI’s Consumer Bankruptcy Committee. She also co-authored Consumer Bankruptcy: Fundamentals 
of Chapter 7 and Chapter 13, Third Edition (ABI 2011) and edited the 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2017 edi-
tions of the book series Best of ABI: The Year in Consumer Bankruptcy. Ms. Becket graduated from 
Pennsylvania State University and received her J.D. from Widener University School of Law.

Russell M. Blain is a shareholder with Stichter, Riedel, Blain & Postler P.A. in Tampa, Fla., and 
has led the firm’s representation of clients in numerous large chapter 11 cases. His practice, which 
involves out-of-court workouts and consultation with and advice to clients, as well as litigation in 
bankruptcy courts, is statewide, and he has served as lead counsel in the representation of debtors in 
possession in the largest cases ever filed in the Northern District of Florida. Mr. Blain is the immedi-
ate past chair of the Business Law Section of The Florida Bar and is a past president of the Tampa Bay 
Bankruptcy Bar Association. He also is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and is rec-
ognized by Super Lawyers magazine as one of the Top 100 lawyers in the State of Florida. In addition, 
he is listed in the bankruptcy and insolvency category by The Best Lawyers in America, by Chambers 
& Partners America’s Leading Lawyers for Business, by Florida Trend magazine’s “Florida Legal 
Elite,” and by Who’s Who - Legal. He has spoken on bankruptcy topics for The Florida Bar and vari-
ous other seminar sponsors. Mr. Blain was admitted to The Florida Bar in 1977. He received his B.A. 
magna cum laude in 1974 from Vanderbilt University and his J.D. from the University of Florida in 
1977, where he served as senior executive editor of the University of Florida Law Review, and his law 
review note was selected for publication and received the Gertrude Brick Law Apprentice Award. He 
is a member of Phi Delta Phi and Omicron Delta Kappa.

Robert B. Branson is an attorney with BransonLaw, PLLC in Orlando, Fla., who has focused on 
consumer and small business bankruptcy rights for nearly 30 years. Since 1990, he has been a media-
tor in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court, Middle District of Florida’s Orlando Division and became a Florida 
Circuit Mediator in 2014. In 2010, he participated in the working group to assist in the implementa-
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tion of the Residential Mortgage Modification Program in the Middle District of Florida’s Orlando 
Division. As a mediator, Mr. Branson has performed countless adversary and sanction mediations 
and over 800 residential mortgage mediations. As debtor’s counsel, he has completed more than 600 
mortgage modifications since the program’s inception. A leader in the area of mortgage modification 
mediation through bankruptcy, Mr. Branson has been teaching attorneys and their staff throughout 
Florida and other states around the country to understand the various Federal mortgage modification 
programs, and how to effectively obtain these modifications through Residential Mortgage Modifica-
tion Mediation, since 2011. Throughout his career, he has provided pro bono legal services to those in 
need, and his firm has frequently interceded on behalf of pro se debtors at the request of the bench and 
chapter 13 trustee’s office. His firm also assisted with the formation of the Middle District of Florida, 
Orlando Division Pro Se Clinic. Mr. Branson served in the U.S. Army from 1978-83. He recevied 
his B.A. from the University of Central Florida in 1985 and his J.D. from the University of Florida 
College of Law in 1988.

G. Eric Brunstad, Jr. is a partner with Dechert LLP in Hartford, Conn., and is currently involved 
with the pending reorganization of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. He has argued 10 cases in the 
U.S. Supreme Court, has worked on more than 40 other matters in the Court, and argues cases regu-
larly in the various federal courts of appeals. In addition to his practice, he is an adjunct professor of 
law at NYU and a visiting lecturer in Law at the Yale Law School, where he teaches courses on bank-
ruptcy, secured transactions, commercial law, argument and reason, federal courts, and other subjects. 
He began teaching at Yale in 1990 and has also taught at the Harvard Law School and the Georgetown 
Law Center.  He is a contributing authority to the Collier treatise on bankruptcy law.  His scholarly 
work has been cited by numerous courts, including the U.S. Supreme Court. Mr. Brunstad published 
a textbook entitled Secured Transactions, Teaching Materials. He has been recognized in Leading 
Lawyers in Appellate Law, The Best Lawyers in America, Connecticut Super Lawyers, International 
Who’s Who of Insolvency & Restructuring Lawyers and Leading Lawyers in Bankruptcy Law. Mr. 
Brunstad has been recognized as a leading lawyer in numerous venues, including Leading Lawyer in 
Appellate Law, The Best Lawyers in America, Connecticut Super Lawyers, International Who’s Who 
of Insolvency & Restructuring Lawyers and Leading Lawyer in Bankruptcy Law. His scholarly work 
has been cited or quoted by many courts, including the U.S. Supreme Court. Mr. Brunstad received 
his B.A. magna cum laude from Connecticut College in 1983, his J.D. from the University of Michi-
gan Law School in 1986, where he was an associate editor and contributing editor of the Michigan 
Law Review, and both his LL.M. in 2011 and his J.S.D. in 2014 from Yale Law School.

Stephen D. Busey is chairman of Smith Hulsey & Busey in Jacksonville, Fla., where he focuses his 
practice on complex commercial litigation and insolvency matters. He is a former chair of the Busi-
ness Law Section of the Florida Bar, former president of the Jacksonville Bar Association, former 
chair of the Local Rules Advisory Committee for the U.S. District Court for the Middle District of 
Florida, former chair of the Florida Bar’s Special Study Commission on the Rules of Professional 
Conduct, former chair of the Judicial Nominating Commission for Florida’s Fourth Judicial Circuit, 
and Master of the Bench Emeritus of the Chester Bedell Inn of Court. Mr. Busey has been listed sev-
eral times in The Best Lawyers in America for Bet-the-Company Litigation, Business Litigation and 
Bankruptcy, and was named “2014 Lawyer of the Year” in Jacksonville in Bet-the-Company Litiga-
tion. He is also a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy. Mr. Busey received both his B.S. 
and J.D. from Stetson University.
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Rudy J. Cerone is a member of McGlinchey Stafford PLLC in New Orleans. A frequent lecturer on 
both business and complex consumer bankruptcy issues for more than 20 years, he also served on 
ABI’s Executive Committee as Secretary, co-chaired ABI’s Bankruptcy Litigation Committee from 
2005-06 and chaired its Hospitality, Entertainment Venues and Gaming Subcommittee from 2001-05. 
Mr. Cerone serves as a commissioner on the ABI Commission on Consumer Bankruptcy (2017-pres-
ent) and as a co-chair of its Caribbean Insolvency Symposium (2015-present). He also is former chair, 
president and board member of the American Board of Certification. Mr. Cerone currently is a member 
of the State Bar of California, the Louisiana State Bar Association (for which he chaired its Consumer 
Protection and Bankruptcy Section from 1994-97), the Bankruptcy Law Advisory Commission of the 
Board of Legal Specialization, the Bar Association of the Federal Fifth Circuit and the American Bar 
Association. An author and lecturer on both business and complex consumer bankruptcy issues, he 
is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification (1993) and 
by the Louisiana Board of Legal Specialization (1997), and is also a Fellow of the American College 
of Bankruptcy. Mr. Cerone received his B.A. summa cum laude from the University of California at 
San Diego and his J.D. cum laude from Boston College Law School, where he was a member of the 
Order of the Coif and received a “Best Law Review Editor” award as executive editor of the Boston 
College International & Comparative Law Review.

Gregory A. Champeau is the managing member of Champeau Law, P.A. in Naples, Fla., where he 
primarily focuses on representing debtors in chapter 13 and chapter 7 consumer cases and related liti-
gation. He has been an active consumer bankruptcy practitioner since 2000, and is licensed to practice 
in both Massachusetts and Florida. Mr. Champeau is the former president of the Southwest Florida 
Bankruptcy Professionals Association, and is the recipient of the inaugural Honorable Alexander A. 
Paskay Professionalism Award. He is also a former Fort Myers representative to the Middle District 
Local Rules Committee and received the 2016 Outstanding Pro Bono Service Award for Collier 
County, Fla. Mr. Champeau received his undergraduate degree from the University of Massachusetts 
at Amherst and his J.D. cum laude from Nova Southeastern University.

Hon. Roberta A. Colton is a bankruptcy judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Middle District 
of Florida in Tampa, the first bankruptcy judge to be appointed under a memorandum of understand-
ing between the Eighth and Eleventh Circuit Courts. She also serves as a member of the mediation 
team involved in the Puerto Rico PROMESA cases. Prior to taking the bench, Judge Colton practiced 
at Trenam Law in Tampa, Fla., where she was a shareholder and a member of the firm’s Executive 
Board. Her practice areas included business reorganization, bankruptcy litigation, foreclosure/lender 
liability, creditors’ committees, bankruptcy trustee representation, commercial litigation and bank-
ruptcy asset sales. Prior to joining Trenam Law, she served as a judicial law clerk for Hon. James C. 
Hill of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit in Atlanta. During her more than 30 years 
in practice, Judge Colton has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy & Creditor-
Debtor Rights, Bet-the-Company Litigation and Bankruptcy Litigation. She was also featured as a 
“Tampa Best Lawyer of the Year” in bankruptcy law. Prior to her appointment, Judge Colton was 
named one of the top 10 Super Lawyers in Florida from 2011-16. She has served as Eleventh Circuit 
Regent for the American College of Bankruptcy, chair of the Local Rules Committee for the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court of the Middle District of Florida, and chair of the Grievance Committee of the U.S. 
District Court for the Middle District of Florida. She also is the former chair of the Florida Bar Busi-
ness Law Section’s Bankruptcy/UCC Committee, as well as the Tampa Bay Bankruptcy Bar Associa-
tion. Judge Colton has taught numerous CLE programs over the past 20 years, both for the Florida 
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Bar and for bankruptcy programs across the country, on topics ranging from specific bankruptcy and 
foreclosure issues, workout issues, mediation, and trial and discovery issues. She received her B.A. 
in commerce with distinction from the University of Virginia in 1979 and her J.D. from William & 
Mary Law School in 1982, where she served on its law review and was a national moot court finalist.

Robert A. Cox, Jr. is a partner in the Charlotte, N.C., office of Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP, 
where he focuses his practice on financial restructuring and insolvency, including bankruptcy matters, 
creditors’ rights, commercial workouts, receiverships, bankruptcy-related litigation and distressed-
asset acquisitions. He represents corporate debtors, secured lenders, creditors’ committees, unsecured 
creditors, asset-acquirers, lessors, equityholders, and other parties-in-interest in bankruptcy cases 
and out-of-court workouts throughout the U.S. Mr. Cox is active in ABI, for which he serves on the 
advisory board for its Southeast Bankruptcy Workshop, and in the North Carolina Bar Association’s 
Bankruptcy Section, having chaired the section from 2011-12. He is listed in Chambers USA, The 
Best Lawyers in America and Super Lawyers. Prior to entering private practice, Mr. Cox clerked for 
Hon. J. Craig Whitley, U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of North Carolina. He received 
his B.A. from the University of North Carolina – Chapel Hill in 1992 and his J.D. from Wake Forest 
University School of Law in 1995.

Hon. Robert N. Davis is Chief Judge of the U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims, first ap-
pointed on Dec. 4, 2004, and named Chief Judge on Oct. 9, 2016. Prior to his judicial appointment, he 
was a full tenured professor of law at Stetson University College of Law, Gulfport, Fla. Chief Judge 
Davis joined the Stetson law faculty in August 2001 after teaching for 13 years at the University of 
Mississippi School of Law, where he was a tenured full professor. He has also held teaching positions 
at the University of South Florida, Georgetown University Law Center, the University of Memphis 
and Washington and Lee University. In addition, he has taught in summer programs at the University 
of Hawaii; Downing College, England; and Concordia International University, Estonia; and has lec-
tured at Makerere University School of Law in Uganda and at the University of Papua New Guinea. 
Chief Judge Davis has taught constitutional law, administrative law, national and international secu-
rity law, alternative dispute resolution, counterterrorism, and international and domestic sports law. 
He is the founder of the Journal of National Security Law and has held positions of leadership with 
the American Bar Associations’ Standing Committee on Law and National Security, the Federalist 
Society and the American Association of Law Schools. In addition, he has written numerous articles 
on a variety of subjects, including a recent article published by the Texas Tech Law Review titled, 
“Veterans Fighting Wars at Home and Abroad.” He has been a frequent commentator on television 
and radio and in newspapers regarding national security, terrorism, constitutional law and elections 
issues. While teaching in Mississippi, he was appointed by the governor as a Mississippi Commis-
sioner to the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws. Chief Judge Davis has 
experience as an arbitrator and mediator with the American Arbitration Association. He was a media-
tor with the U.S. Postal Service and was an arbitration panel member with the U.S. Olympic Commit-
tee. Chief Judge Davis presides over the veterans court as a decorated Navy veteran. During his Navy 
career as an intelligence officer, he took a variety of active-duty assignments around the world. Chief 
Judge Davis practiced as an appellate attorney for five years with the Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission in Washington, D.C., and spent four years with the U.S. Department of Education in its 
business and administrative law division. He also briefly served as a Special Assistant U.S. Attorney 
in the District of Columbia as part of a federal agency exchange program. Chief Judge Davis received 
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his undergraduate degree from the University of Hartford in 1975 and his J.D. from the Georgetown 
University Law Center in 1978.

Hon. Caryl E. Delano was appointed to the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Middle District of Florida 
in Tampa on June 25, 2008, and was appointed Presiding Judge of the Fort Myers Division in July 
2012. Previously, she practiced before the bankruptcy courts of the Central District of California for 
14 years. In 1994, she returned to Tampa and most recently practiced law with the firm of Addison 
& Delano, P.A., where she concentrated her practice on bankruptcy and commercial litigation. Judge 
Delano has represented debtors and creditors in numerous chapter 11 cases and related adversary 
proceedings. She is immediate past-president and counselor of the J. Clifford Cheatwood Inn of Court 
and the liaison judge to the Local Rules Lawyers’ Advisory Committee for the Middle District of 
Florida. She is a member of the Florida Bar, the State Bar of California, ABI, the Federal Court Prac-
tice Committee and the Business Law Section of the Florida Bar, the Hillsborough County Bar As-
sociation and the Tampa Bay Bankruptcy Bar Association. Judge Delano received her B.A. in English 
cum laude in 1976 from the University of South Florida and her J.D. in 1979 from Indiana University 
School of Law, having completed her final year of law school at Emory University School of Law.

Denise D. Dell-Powell is a partner in Burr & Forman LLP’s Orlando, office where she practices in 
the firm’s Creditors’ Rights and Bankruptcy practice group. She has more than 22 years’ experience 
in bankruptcy and creditors’ rights, distressed property, dealer distribution and inventory finance 
litigation, including CMBS foreclosures, workouts and bankruptcy matters. In her commercial litiga-
tion practice, Ms. Dell-Powell has represented parties in federal and state court and has experience 
trying both jury and non-jury trials. Her litigation practice involves representing clients in real estate, 
mortgage foreclosure, receiverships, lender liability, commercial evictions, partnership disputes, and 
other real estate-based litigation. Ms. Dell-Powell Denise is one of only 900 Fellows nationwide to be 
elected to the prestigious American College of Bankruptcy. She has been a frequent lecturer, present-
er and author on bankruptcy, restructuring and related issues. Ms. Dell-Powell is a past president of 
the Central Florida Bankruptcy Law Association and a member of the International Women’s Insol-
vency and Restructuring Confederation, as well as ABI. She has been named a Leading Practitioner 
in the area of Bankruptcy & Restructuring by Chambers USA, as well as recognized by Florida Super 
Lawyers and The Best Lawyers in America. Florida Trend magazine named her to its list of “Legal 
Elite,” and she was named to the Orlando Business Journal’s list of “Women Who Mean Business.” 
Ms. Dell-Powell received her B.S. from Florida State University and her J.D. from Mercer University 
School of Law.

Martin C. Engelmann, Jr. is president of Tropical Valuation Advisory in Tampa, Fla., and has 32 
years of experience appraising properties throughout the U.S. and the Cayman and Virgin Islands. 
Prior to that, for over 25 years he was the owner and president of Tropical Realty Appraisal Services, 
a full-service commercial real estate appraisal and consultation company headquartered in Tampa. 
Mr. Engelmann has worked with a variety of property types, including, but not limited to, large 
planned developments, DRIs, urban in-fill mixed-use tracts, single and multi-tenant shopping centers, 
multi-tenant apartment complexes, office buildings, golf courses and hotels/motels. His consultation 
experience includes market and feasibility studies, leasehold and leased-fee interest valuations, and 
lease disputes. Mr. Engelmann’s client base is made up of a variety of lenders and/or investors such 
as federally insured lenders (banks) and larger institutional real estate investors such as REITS, life 
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insurance companies and pensions, as well as individual property owners. He has also been an expert 
court witness and has testified as a real estate expert (trial testimony and/or deposition) some 90 times 
in cases ranging from eminent domain, family law, lease disputes, arbitration, bankruptcy, deficiency 
and fraud in both circuit and federal courts. He is an expert consultant with extensive experience in 
valuation and diminution-in-value issues and writing and/or preparation of damage studies relating 
to frontage roads, site utility, power lines, gas pipelines and more. Mr. Engelmann is a designated 
member of The Appraisal Institute (MAI) and the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors (MRICS), 
as well as being one of only three designated members of the Society of Golf Appraisers (SGA) in 
the state of Florida. He s also affiliated with the International Council of Shopping Centers (ICSC), 
National Golf Foundation (NGF), Real Estate Investment Council (REIC), Southeast Mortgagees 
Advisory Council (SMAC), The International Association of Collaborative Professionals (collabora-
tive divorce) and other various local and national professional associations. In addition to his MAI 
designation from the Appraisal Institute, he is a State Certified Real Estate Appraiser in the States of 
Florida, Georgia and South Carolina, as well as a Florida-licensed real estate salesperson. Mr. Engel-
mann received his B.S. in real estate from Florida State University, where he maintains a longstand-
ing commitment by serving as a member of the Florida State University Real Estate Board (currently 
serving his third two-year term) and participating in numerous panels during the annual Real Estate 
Networking Trends Conference.

Thomas J. (TJ) Ferrante is a health care lawyer with Foley & Lardner LLP in Tampa, Fla., where 
he focuses his practice on a wide range of transactional and related regulatory issues for health in-
dustry clients. He has counseled a variety of health care providers experiencing financial difficulties, 
including hospitals, skilled-nursing facilities, assisted-living facilities, physician groups, home health 
providers, rehabilitation hospitals and medical practices. Mr. Ferrante has experience with a variety 
of transactions, including mergers and acquisitions, joint ventures, strategic affiliations, obtaining and 
maintaining tax-exemption, employment contracts and leases, and corporate reorganizations. He also 
advises health care clients in all aspects of federal and state regulatory matters, including health care 
reimbursement, Medicare and Medicaid provider regulation and compliance, health care licensure, 
anti-kickback, self-referral laws and fee-splitting. Mr. Ferrante received his Bachelor’s degree in phi-
losophy and in Spanish in 2007 from the College of the Holy Cross, his M.B.A. from the University 
of Tampa, his J.D. from Boston University School of Law in 2011 and his LL.M. in taxation from 
Boston University.

Prof. Roberta Kemp Flowers is a professor of law at Stetson University College of Law in Gulf-
port, Fla. Within the Elder Law LL.M. program, she teaches ethics in an elder law practice. She also 
teaches evidence, criminal procedure and professional responsibility. While at Stetson, Prof. Flowers 
has successfully coached trial teams, arbitration teams and moot court teams to national champion-
ships. She has also served as the director of the Center for Excellence in Advocacy and as the William 
Reece Smith Jr. Distinguished Professor in Professionalism. During her time at Stetson, Prof. Flowers 
has received the university-level Excellence in Teaching Award, Most Inspirational Teacher Award 
from the Student Bar Association, and an award from the Student Bar Association for supporting 
student life. She also has received the university-level Homer and Dolly Hand Award for Excellence 
in Scholarship, the Dean’s Award for Extraordinary Service, and been awarded the Distinguished 
Service Award four times. In 2005, the Florida Supreme Court awarded her the Faculty Professional-
ism Award. Prof. Flowers has lectured worldwide on the topic of ethics. She won a Telly Award for 
Excellence in Educational Films for having produced a series of educational videos on the ethical 
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issues faced by prosecuting attorneys. She also co-created a video series used to train and educate 
attorneys nationwide on the ethical dilemmas faced by elder law attorneys. The Florida Supreme 
Court awarded Prof. Flowers the Florida Supreme Court Professionalism Award for her work on the 
video productions. She also co-designed the nation’s first “elder friendly courtroom,” which serves as 
model for courtrooms of the future. Previously, Prof. Flowers worked as a prosecutor in both the state 
and federal system. She began her career in 1984 as a deputy district attorney for the 18th Judicial 
District of Colorado, where she served as a trial attorney in the criminal division. In 1989, she was ap-
pointed assistant U.S. attorney for the Southern District of Florida, where she served in the Appellate 
Division, the Major Crimes Unit and the Public Corruption Unit. Prof. Flowers’s research interests 
center on the issues of ethics and professionalism. Her articles have appeared in such journals as the 
Fordham Law Review, the Boston College Law Review, Missouri Law Review, the Nebraska Law 
Review, the Ohio State Journal of Criminal Law, Hastings Constitutional Law Quarterly, the Stetson 
Law Review and the NAELA Journal. Prof. Flowers received her Bachelor’s degree magna cum laude 
in psychology from Baylor University in 1979 and her J.D. from the University of Colorado in 1984, 
where she was selected to be a member of the Order of the Coif.

Carol L. Fox, CPA, CIRA, CFA is a senior managing director with GlassRatner Advisory & Capital 
Group LLC in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., and has nearly 30 years of private and public accounting ex-
perience. Prior to joining GlassRatner in 2011, she was a partner at Kapila & Company, where she 
focused on forensic accounting, litigation support and bankruptcy. For more than 13 years, Ms. Fox’s 
practice has focused on providing forensic and investigative services to debtors, creditors, federal 
bankruptcy trustees and examiners, creditors’ committees, court-appointed assignees, the Securities 
and Exchange Commission, the Department of Justice and financial institutions. Her areas of exper-
tise include providing litigation consulting and expert witness services, insolvency analyses, asset-
tracing and Ponzi investigations in the areas of hedge and investment funds, real estate and com-
modities trading. She has also provided extensive restructuring and bankruptcy-related services for 
distressed situations involving real estate, health care, telecommunications, hospitality, investment 
funds, agriculture and retail operations. Ms. Fox has served as a receiver in state court matters and as 
a fiduciary in bankruptcy court matters, and has led auditing, accounting and investigative engage-
ments for nonprofits, municipalities, life settlement companies and providers of professional services. 
She has also addressed numerous professional organizations on issues relating to bankruptcy, forensic 
accounting and distressed real estate, and authored “Nonprofits in Bankruptcy: Is Chapter 11 a Fresh 
Start or the Finale?,” published in the 2015 edition of the Bankruptcy Bar Association Journal for the 
Southern District of Florida. Ms. Fox received her B.S. in accounting from the University of Florida.

Leonard H. Gilbert is a partner in Holland & Knight LLP’s Tampa, Fla., office. During his more 
than 50-year career he has represented numerous state, national and international banks and other 
financial institutions and public bodies and secured and unsecured creditors’ committees. He has had 
significant involvement in complex cases receiving national attention, including Hillsborough Hold-
ings Corp., General Development Corp., Air Florida, Uiterwyk Lines, The Eli Witt Co. and Lykes 
Brothers Steamship Lines. Mr. Gilbert is the former president of The Hillsborough County Bar and 
The Florida Bar, and a Fellow and past president of the American College of Commercial Finance 
Lawyers. He also served as fellow, director, regent and chair of the judicial nominating committee 
of the American College of Bankruptcy and treasurer and director of the American College of Bank-
ruptcy Foundation. He received the College’s Distinguished Service Award in 2011 and is also the 
recipient of the Professionalism Award of the Tampa Bay Bankruptcy Bar Association. In 2017, Mr. 
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Gilbert received the Founders’ Award from the International Insolvency Institute. He served as presi-
dent of the Eleventh Circuit Historical Society and is a member of the American Law Institute. He 
also has served as a director of ABI, the International Insolvency Institute, the American Bar Founda-
tion and ALI-ABA. Mr. Gilbert frequently speaks on legal topics pertaining to insolvency issues and 
has lectured extensively at programs throughout the U.S., Europe, South America and Asia. He has 
written for various law reviews, was an editor of Collier on Bankruptcy, has lectured for The Florida 
Bar, the American Bar Institute, Sections of the American Bar Association, PLI, the International Bar 
Association and the International Insolvency Institute, and has participated in various projects at the 
World Bank. He also serves as a mediator in insolvency and non-insolvency matters. Mr. Gilbert is 
Chambers USA-ranked for Bankruptcy/Restructuring and is ranked in The Best Lawyers in America 
in multiple practice areas. He is also recognized and profiled in America’s Leading Business Lawyers 
Who’s Who Legal and the World’s Leading Insolvency and Restructuring Lawyers. Mr. Gilbert re-
ceived his B.A. from Emory University and his J.D. from Harvard Law School.

Edmund Glabus is executive director of The Veterans Consortium (TVC) in Washington, D.C., and 
has more than two decades of senior leadership experience. He works with TVC’s board of directors, 
mission partners, headquarters staff and nationwide volunteer corps of more than 2,500 attorneys 
and related pro bono professionals, building the capacity and capabilities of TVC to meet the needs 
of veterans and their families, caregivers and survivors. During his leadership tenure, TVC has been 
inducted into the Catalogue for Philanthropy as “One of the Best” charities, has been recognized as 
“Best in America” with the annual Seal of Approval by America’s Most Cost-Effective Charities, and 
has been awarded an Equal Justice Works grant to fund a two-year project meeting the legal needs of 
veterans impacted by post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and traumatic brain injuries (TBI). Pre-
viously, Mr. Glabus was with ManTech International, which supports nationally recognized veterans 
programs, and he led a business unit of 1,000 associates in delivering over $250 million in mission 
solutions and services to federal, state and local governments. From 2007-13, he served as the firm’s 
executive sponsor for outreach to veterans, helping it achieve and sustain a 45 percent veteran work-
force while receiving numerous awards as an “Employer of Choice for Veterans.” Mr. Glabus is a 
military veteran who completed a 20-year career with the U.S. Army, the Army National Guard and 
the Army Reserve, including command and staff tours in the U.S. and overseas. He studied with the 
U.S. Army Command & General Staff College and received his B.S. from Georgetown University’s 
School of Foreign Service. He then completed the University of Maryland’s Robert H. Smith School 
of Business mini-M.B.A. Certificate program and Georgetown University’s Nonprofit Management 
Executive Certificate program, in addition to NEFE’s College for Financial Planning CFP® curricu-
lum (passing the NASD Series 65 Uniform Investment Advisor Law Examination), and an executive 
education course in residence at Harvard Business School.

Hon. Paul “Bill” M. Glenn is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Middle District of Florida in Jackson-
ville, appointed in 1993. He served as Chief Bankruptcy Judge for the Middle District from March 
2003 through September 2011. Prior to his appointment, he practiced corporate and commercial law 
in Jacksonville and Miami, and had been the chief executive and administrative officers of two insur-
ance companies. Judge Glenn has been a featured speaker or panelist at continuing legal education 
sessions for the American Bar Association, ABI, the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, the 
American College of Bankruptcy, the Turnaround Management Association, the Equipment Leasing 
and Finance Association, the Florida Bar, the Florida Institute of Certified Public Accountants and lo-
cal bar associations. He has been a guest lecturer at the University of Florida and Stetson University 
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Colleges of Law, and at Florida Coastal School of Law. He is also a contributing editor for the Norton 
Handbook for Bankruptcy Trustees, Debtors in Possession, and Committees. In 2005, Judge Glenn 
was inducted as a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, and in 2007 he was honored by the 
Hillsborough County Bar Association with the Robert W. Patton Outstanding Jurist Award. He has 
traveled to St. Petersburg, Russia, on an international judges visitation, and he has spoken to visiting 
judges from Russia. He has also been a speaker at international seminars in Budapest, Hungary, and 
in Toronto. Judge Glenn has served as president and a director of the Ferguson-White American Inn 
of Court in Tampa, Fla. In 2010, he was elected to the National Board of Trustees of the American 
Inns of Court Foundation. He recently served as president of the Chester Bedell American Inn of 
Court in Jacksonville, which was awarded Platinum status in the Achieving Excellence Program. In 
2013, Judge Glenn was appointed to the Budget Committee of the Judicial Conference of the United 
States and served until 2017. In 2014, he received the Distinguished Service Award from the Bank-
ruptcy Inn Alliance of the America Inns of Court at the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges. 
Judge Glenn received his B.A. cum laude from Florida State University, where he was a member of 
Phi Beta Kappa, Phi Kappa Phi, Omicron Delta Kappa and Gold Key, and his J.D. from Duke Uni-
versity School of Law, where he was president of the Law School Student Body.

Elizabeth A. Green is a partner with BakerHostetler in Orlando, Fla., and chairs its National Bank-
ruptcy and Restructuring Group. She represents debtors, creditors and committees in a wide range of 
industries and has represented a number of health care-related entities, including skilled nursing fa-
cilities, hospitals, pharmacies, health care practices and health care CROs in chapter 11 cases nation-
ally. She also has represented buyers of health care facilities in chapter 11 cases across the country, 
and has served as an expert witness and mediator in health care cases. Ms. Green is a Fellow in the 
American College of Bankruptcy and has been recognized in Chambers USA, The Best Lawyers in 
America, Florida’s Legal Elite and Super Lawyers. The Best Lawyers in America named her “Lawyer 
of the Year in Orlando” for bankruptcy and restructuring in 2012 and for bankruptcy litigation in 2015 
and 2016. She was also selected as one of five Law360 MVPs in Bankruptcy in 2016. Ms. Green has 
served as an adjunct professor at the University of Florida Levin College of Law in advanced bank-
ruptcy. She received her B.A. in 1984 from the New College of Florida and her J.D. with honors in 
1986 from the University of Florida Levin College of Law, where she was a member of the Order of 
the Coif.

Jordi Guso is a partner with Berger Singerman, LLP in Miami in its Business Reorganization prac-
tice, where he concentrates his practice in commercial bankruptcy, workouts, financial restructuring 
and commercial litigation. He represents financially distressed businesses in court-supervised and 
out-of-court restructurings in a variety of industries, including aviation, hospitality, retail, casual 
dining and real estate. He also advises official committees, secured creditors and purchasers in the 
areas of bankruptcy, insolvency and § 363 asset sales. Mr. Guso has been listed in The Best Lawyers 
in America (2006-19), Chambers & Partners USA: America’s Leading Business Lawyers (2004-18), 
Florida Trend magazine’s “Legal Elite” (2004-18) and “Legal Elite Hall of Fame” (2015-18), as one 
of the top 1.6 percent of attorneys in Florida, The South Florida Legal Guide’s “Top Lawyer” (2005-
18), Florida’s Super Lawyers (2006-18), Who’s Who Legal, Florida (2008-17) and Who’s Who Legal 
(2008-17), and he is AV Preeminent-rated by Martindale-Hubbell. He is a Fellow of the American 
College of Bankruptcy and an ABI member, and he has served on the board of the Bankruptcy Bar 
Association for the Southern District of Florida and on the advisory board of ABI’s Alexander L. Pas-
kay Memorial Bankruptcy Seminar. Mr. Guso is admitted to practice in Florida, the Eleventh Circuit 
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U.S. Court of Appeals, and the U.S. District and Bankruptcy Courts for the Southern, Middle and 
Northern Districts of Florida. He clerked for Hon. Sidney M. Weaver, former Chief U.S. Bankruptcy 
Judge of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of Florida, from 1990-92. Mr. Guso 
received his B.S. in political science from Spring Hill College and his J.D. from the University of 
Miami School of Law.

Hon. Shon Hastings is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of North Dakota in Fargo, appointed 
in September 2011. She is also designated to preside over bankruptcy cases in the District of Nebras-
ka and the District of Minnesota. Judge Hastings began hearing cases in the District of Nebraska in 
early 2014 and is currently assigned 20 percent of chapter 7, 11 and 12 bankruptcy cases in Nebraska. 
She also serves as a mediator for bankruptcy cases in the District of Minnesota. Prior to her appoint-
ment, Judge Hastings served as a federal judicial law clerk for two years, associate attorney for a civil 
litigation firm in Minneapolis for several years and Assistant U.S. Attorney in Fargo for almost 14 
years. She was appointed Chief of the Civil Division in January 2009. While working as an AUSA, 
Judge Hastings served on several Department of Justice working groups, and she frequently spoke on 
financial litigation issues as a faculty member at the DOJ National Advocacy Center. She received her 
undergraduate degree and J.D. from the University of North Dakota.

Monique D. Hayes is a partner with Goldstein & McClintock LLLP in Miami, where she practices in 
the areas of business transactions, commercial litigation and corporate restructuring. She has exten-
sive experience advising fiduciaries, corporate and nonprofit board members, entrepreneurs and small 
businesses. She has successfully represented clients in a broad range of matters, including asset sales 
and acquisitions, finance transactions, bankruptcy plan confirmations, avoidance actions, D&O claim 
litigation, Ponzi scheme and other fraud litigation. She also has experience representing franchisors 
in franchisee bankruptcy proceedings. In the innovation and technology sector, Ms. Hayes has repre-
sented start-ups, entrepreneurs and founders in corporate formations and restructuring, due diligence 
and related transactional matters. Ms. Hayes is a member of ABI’s inaugural class of “40 Under 40” 
in 2017 and has been featured in the 40 Under 40 Outstanding Lawyers of Miami-Dade County, re-
ceived the IWIRC Rising Star Award, and been recognized by Brickell Magazine as one of the Top 
20 Professionals Under 40. She has also been lauded as a “Florida Rising Star” by Super Lawyers 
magazine and a “Top Up and Comer” by Florida Trend magazine. Most recently she received the 
prestigious Kathryn Heidt Award from the Business Law Section of the American Bar Association. 
Prior to entering private practice, Ms. Hayes clerked for U.S. Bankruptcy Judge Laurel Myerson Isi-
coff and was a housing attorney for Legal Services of Greater Miami, Inc. She was an attorney at the 
law firm Genovese, Joblove & Battista, P.A. before founding The Hayes Firm, PLLC, then moving 
on to join Goldstein & McClintock, LLLP. Ms. Hayes is a member of the Florida Bar and has been 
admitted to practice before the U.S. District Courts for the Southern and Middle Districts of Florida. 
She received her undergraduate degree in political science with honors from the University of South 
Florida and her J.D. cum laude from the University of Miami School of Law, where was a member of 
the Bar and Gavel Honor Society, named to the Dean’s List, awarded the Dean’s Honor Scholarship, 
and received the C.A.L.I. Excellence for the Future Award in Chapter 11 Bankruptcy Skills.

John B. Hutton, III is shareholder with Greenberg Traurig, LLP in Miami is a restructuring advisor 
and a bankruptcy litigator who has spent his entire career with the firm since joining it in 1993. He 
has wide-ranging experience representing debtors, trustees, secured and unsecured creditors, asset-
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purchasers, indenture trustees and bondholders across various industries, with a particular focus on 
municipal finance/tax-exempt bonds, real estate and hospitality. Mr. Hutton litigates issues involving 
cash collateral, adequate protection, valuation, stay relief, feasibility and plan-confirmation treat-
ment. In his early years with the firm, he played a key role in the Southeast Banking Corp. bankruptcy 
case, one of the largest bank-holding companies in Florida, which returned more than 100 percent 
to creditors along with post-petition interest. He has also had multiple committee representations, 
including Mission Health, where the recovery for unsecured creditors was increased from a projected 
10 percent to 90 percent. Mr. Hutton has experience in handling indenture trustee and bondholder 
representations involving tax-exempt community-development district bonds and the issues arising 
in such cases. He is a former co-chair of ABI’s Asset Sales Committee and was previously president 
of the Bankruptcy Bar Association for the Southern District of Florida. Prior to joining the firm, he 
completed a Federal District Court Judicial Clerkship. Mr. Hutton received his J.D. from Columbia 
Law School.

Hon. Cynthia C. Jackson is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Middle District of Florida in Orlando, 
appointed on March 3, 2015. Prior to her appointment, she was a member of Smith Hulsey & Busey 
in  Jacksonville, Fla., and she limited her practice to bankruptcy and insolvency matters  throughout 
the U.S. She had represented debtors, creditors, committees and trustees in both commercial and con-
sumer cases. Judge Jackson is AV-rated by Martindale Hubbell and is recognized in Chambers USA 
America’s Leading Lawyers for Business and in The Best Lawyers in America. She attended Tulane 
University and received her B.S. from Florida State University in 1981 and her J.D. from the Univer-
sity of Florida Levin College of Law.

Suzanne Kelly, CIRA is a director with EisnerAmper LLP in New York in its Financial Advisory 
Services Group. She has more than 25 years of experience working on defined-benefit pension plan 
issues during bankruptcy, out-of-court restructurings, plan de-risking, and corporate acquisitions and 
mergers. She advises companies, sponsors, investors and creditors on pension settlement options, 
negotiations and due diligence. Prior to joining the firm, Ms. Kelly was co-founder and partner of a 
boutique-consulting firm specializing in pension issues, where she advised clients on issues includ-
ing dealing with the Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation (PBGC) on plan termination, liability 
settlement, early-warning program intervention and litigation support. She also advises nonprofits 
on staged de-risking of pension plans to reduce administrative costs and funding requirements. In 
addition, she has advised investors on multi-employer withdrawal liability issues. Ms. Kelly spent 
more than 20 years at the PBGC, where she focused on their termination and settlement process and 
Early Warning Program activities focused on merger & acquisition transactions, debt issuances and 
refinancing, as well as other corporate events. Her major bankruptcy experience includes American 
Airlines, Nortel Networks, Delta Airlines, Chemtura, Kaiser Aluminum and St. Vincent Catholic 
Medical Center. Ms. Kelly is a frequent speaker and panelist on bankruptcy issues including account-
ing for lawyers, working with government agencies and pension issues. She received her B.A. in eco-
nomics from the University of Maryland at College Park and her M.A. in economics and international 
development banking from American University.

Hon. Erik P. Kimball is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Florida in West Palm 
Beach, appointed in 2008. Prior to his appointment to the bench, he was a member of the Commercial 
Law and Bankruptcy Department at Hale and Dorr (now Wilmer Hale) in the firm’s Boston office, 
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where he specialized in corporate bankruptcy, workouts and debt restructuring, and spent consider-
able time on pro bono representation of individual debtors. Judge Kimball left Hale and Dorr to be-
come a vice president at Colonial Management Associates Inc., a Boston-based mutual fund advisor, 
where he oversaw all fixed-income defaults for the firm’s municipal department. Thereafter, he was 
a shareholder with the Florida firm Nabors, Giblin & Nickerson, P.A., where his practice focused 
on representing institutional investors and indenture trustees in connection with defaults of publicly 
traded debt securities. He later returned to Boston as a vice president in the Investment Department 
at Columbia Management Advisors, an affiliate of Bank of America, where he supervised all fixed-
income defaults and assisted in the management of its Municipal Department. From 2003 until his 
judicial appointment in 2008, Judge Kimball was a shareholder at Akerman Senterfitt in the firm’s 
Orlando office, where he represented secured creditors, indenture trustees, institutional investors, 
corporate debtors and other parties in bankruptcy, receivership and debt-restructuring matters. Prior 
to his appointment, Judge Kimball was a member of the Board of Governors and a member of the 
Executive Committee of the National Federation of Municipal Analysts, an organization of more than 
2,000 municipal credit analysts whose primary goal is to provide educational programs for municipal 
finance professionals. During his long association with the NFMA, he assisted in writing and present-
ing on numerous topics relevant to municipal finance. Judge Kimball is a recipient of the Denis Ma-
guire Pro Bono Award of the Boston Bar Association. He received his his B.A. from the University of 
Massachusetts at Amherst in 1987 and his J.D. from Boston College Law School in 1990.

Roy S. Kobert is a shareholder in the Orlando and Tampa, Fla., offices of GrayRobinson, P.A., 
where he focuses his practice in the areas of bankruptcy, creditor/debtor law, lender liability, Article 
9 and commercial litigation. He has mediated more than 100 bankruptcy and commercial litigation 
disputes and is the first Florida graduate of the 40-hour Bankruptcy Mediation Training Program, 
jointly sponsored by ABI and the Hugh Carey Center for Dispute Resolution at St. John’s University 
Graduate School of Law. He also is a Supreme Court Certified Circuit Civil Mediator. Ms. Kobert has 
been Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification for over 
a decade, is a former president of the Central Florida Bankruptcy Law Association, and founded the 
Orlando Chapter of the Credit Abuse Resistance Education (CARE) program. He received both his 
B.A. and J.D. from the University of Miami.

Mark Lanterman is the Chief Technology Officer of Computer Forensic Services, Inc. in Minne-
apolis. Previously, he was sworn member of the U.S. Secret Service Electronic Crimes Taskforce. 
Mr. Lanterman has 28 years of security and forensic experience and has testified in more than 2,000 
cases. He is a member of the faculty at the University of Minnesota, the University of St. Thomas 
School of Law, Mitchell Hamline Law School, the National Judicial College in Reno, Nev., and the 
Federal Judicial Center in Washington, D.C. Mr. Lanterman is a member of the Minnesota Lawyers 
Professional Responsibility Board and provides regular commentary on national print and broadcast 
media. He completed his postgrad studies in cybersecurity at Harvard University and is certified as a 
Seized Computer Evidence Recovery Specialist (SCERS) by the Department of Homeland Security.

Franklind D. Lea, CIRA, is the president of Tactical Financial Consulting, LLC in Alpharetta, Ga., 
and has more than 30 years of professional experience and education in complex business and finan-
cial matters. He has broad expertise in commercial finance, insolvency, real estate, real estate finance 
and valuation. His experiences encompass business and project evaluation, damage claims and lost 
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profits, debt and equity structuring and restructuring, feasibility analysis, financial analysis, invest-
ment management, lending and leasing, and valuation. Since the creation of Tactical Financial, Mr. 
Lea has provided services to companies, investors, lenders and secured creditors, unsecured credi-
tors’ committees and law firms. He has acted as an advisor and litigation consultant, and has provided 
expert witness reports and expert testimony for a number of matters related to damage claims, feasi-
bility, financing, real estate and specialized bankruptcy issues such as the § 1111(b) election, § 1129 
confirmation requirements, the indubitable equivalent and Till cramdown interest rates. Within these 
roles, he has participated in more than 200 court hearings and provided testimony through affidavits, 
depositions and direct examination within the courtroom. Prior to forming Tactical Financial, Mr. Lea 
was a senior lender at Textron Financial Corp. for 11 years, where he focused on specialty real estate 
lending and large account workouts for real estate, equipment leasing and commercial lending. Dur-
ing his tenure at Textron Financial, he held several senior roles within its specialty lending divisions 
and risk-management department. He completed approximately 50 multi-million dollar specialty 
loan transactions and conducted several multi-year complex workouts and financial restructurings. 
Mr. Lea sits on ABI’s Board of Directors and is a member of its Education and Nominating Com-
mittees. He also is a former co-chair of ABI’s Asset Sales Committee and sits on the advisory board 
of ABI’s Judge Alexander L. Paskay Memorial Bankruptcy Seminar. Mr. Lea received his B.S. in 
management and his M.B.A. from Florida State University, and a Master’s degree in real estate and 
urban analysis from the University of Florida.

Cynthia E. Lewis, CPA is an attorney with Lewis & Monroe, PLLC in Orlando, Fla., whose practice 
centers around consumer bankruptcy. She represents both individuals and businesses in chapter 7 
liquidations and individuals who want to protect some of their assets through chapter 13 reorganiza-
tions. She is also involved with the representation of creditors and chapter 7 trustees. Ms. Lewis pre-
viously directed the administration of various Orlando law firms. Most recently, she served nine years 
as the Orlando Office Administrator for a national law firm. Ms. Lewis is a member of the Florida 
Bar, Orange County Bar Association, Central Florida Bankruptcy Law Association, ABI, American 
Bar Association and the Central Florida Association of Women Lawyers. She is certified to appear in 
the U.S. District Court for the Middle District of Florida. Ms. Lewis graduated from the Florida Ag-
ricultural & Mechanical University College of Law in Orlando and cum laude from Florida Southern 
College.

Stephanie C. Lieb is a shareholder with Trenam Law in Tampa, Fla., and primarily represents busi-
nesses and financial institutions in matters related to bankruptcy and creditors’ rights. She is Board 
Certified in Business Bankruptcy law. Ms. Lieb has represented a diverse array of clients, including 
purchasers, fiduciaries, landlords and lenders, both within bankruptcy court proceedings as well as 
pre-bankruptcy workouts and restructurings, judgment-enforcement proceedings, commercial fore-
closures, and other commercial real estate matters. She previously clerked for Hon. Catherine Peek 
McEwen and was acting judicial law clerk to Hon. Michael G. Williamson in the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court for the Middle District of Florida in Tampa. She is actively involved in several professional 
associations, including serving on the Executive Council of the Business Law Section of The Florida 
Bar. Ms. Lieb received her B.S./B.A. from Tulane University and her J.D. cum laude from Loyola 
University New Orleans School of Law.
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Justin M. Luna is a Bankruptcy & Creditors’ Rights partner with Latham, Shuker, Eden & Beau-
dine, LLP in Orlando, Fla., in the firm’s bankruptcy and business reorganization department and 
advises clients in restructuring matters across Florida and the southeast. Board Certified in Business 
Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification, he regularly represents public and private 
companies, significant secured creditors, investors and asset-purchasers in troubled company financ-
ings and restructuring transactions, including out-of-court workouts and formal insolvency proceed-
ings. Mr. Luna is a federal and Florida trial attorney who represents companies and individuals in the 
litigation of fraudulent transfers, preferences, complex commercial and banking, as well as financial 
technology matters. He has advised participants in the financial restructuring of Caesars Entertain-
ment Operating Co., Aeropostale, Inc., Furniture Country Gallery, The Vue at Lake Eola and Good-
ing’s Supermarkets, as well as MGM Resorts, LLC and many others. Mr. Luna also has experience in 
representing clients in a wide range of industries such as financial services, entertainment, hospital-
ity, health care, retail, manufacturing, aviation, information technology, biomedical, real estate and 
logistics. Mr. Luna has consistently been AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell, named a “Rising Star” by 
Super Lawyers, chosen as a Next Generation Participant by the National Conference of Bankruptcy 
Judges and has been named as a finalist of the Top 40 Under 40 by the Orlando Business Journal. 
He is also a frequent speaker and author on a variety of topics across the bankruptcy and banking 
spectrum. Mr. Luna is also a current board member for the Orlando City Foundation and the Middle 
District of Florida Bankruptcy Pro Se Clinic. He received his B.S. magna cum laude from the Univer-
sity of Florida, Warrington College of Business and his J.D. from the University of Florida, College 
of Law.

John B. Macdonald is a partner with Akerman LLP in Jacksonville, Fla., where he focuses on com-
plex bankruptcy and restructuring matters as part of a broad commercial litigation practice. He rep-
resents major financial institutions in loan workouts, restructurings and foreclosures. Mr. Macdonald 
is recognized by Chambers USA as a leading bankruptcy and restructuring lawyer and was named 
a “Lawyer of the Year” for bankruptcy and creditor debtor rights/insolvency and reorganization law 
by The Best Lawyers in America. He chaired The Florida Bar’s Bankruptcy/UCC Committee and 
has been a member of the Executive Council of The Florida Bar’s Business Law Section, as well as 
president and chairman of the Jacksonville Bankruptcy Bar Association. Mr. Macdonald is admit-
ted to practice before the Eleventh Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals and the U.S. District Courts for 
the Nothern, Middle and Southern Districts of Florida. He received his B.A. from the University of 
Virginia in 1971 and his J.D. from the University of Florida Levin College of Law in 1976, where he 
was magister of Phi Delta Phi and on the board of editors of the University of Florida Law Review.

Samuel R. Maizel is a partner in Dentons US LLP in Los Angeles and focuses his practice on restruc-
turing, insolvency and bankruptcy in and out of court in all industries, and he leads the firm’s health 
care industry restructuring efforts nationwide. He has served as lead bankruptcy counsel to health 
care debtors and creditors’ committees in chapter 9 and 11 cases, and has served as counsel to chapter 
7 and 11 trustees, and as an examiner, chapter 11 trustee, patient care ombudsman and consumer pri-
vacy ombudsman. He is currently lead counsel in the pending chapter 11 bankruptcy of Verity Health 
System of California, Inc., the second-largest hospital bankruptcy in American history. Before joining 
Dentons, Mr. Maizel was a partner in a national bankruptcy firm, and before that he represented the 
federal government in bankruptcy, district and appellate courts nationwide as a trial attorney in the 
U.S. Department of Justice’s Commercial Litigation Branch. He has also served in the U.S. Army’s 
Judge Advocate General’s Corps, including service in Operation Desert Shield/Desert Storm, for 
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which he was awarded the Bronze Star Medal. Mr. Maizel has lectured extensively, has been widely 
published, and been interviewed on television and radio on bankruptcy topics. He has been listed reg-
ularly in Super Lawyers, is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell, and was named in The Best 
Lawyers in America for Health Care in its 21st edition. Mr. Maizel received his B.S. in 1977 from the 
U.S. Military Academy at West Point, his M.A. from Georgetown University in government in 1983 
and his J.D. in 1985 from George Washington University School of Law, where he won the Jacob 
Burns Prize for excellence in appellate advocacy and served as president of the Moot Court Board.

Hon. Robert A. Mark was appointed a Bankruptcy Judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the 
Southern District of Florida in 1990 in Miami and served as Chief Judge from 1999-2006. Prior to 
his appointment to the bench, Judge Mark served as head of the bankruptcy department of the Miami 
firm of Stearns, Weaver, Miller, Weissler, Alhadeff & Sitterson, PA. He has served on the National 
Conference of Bankruptcy Judges Endowment for Education and frequently lectures at continuing 
education seminars, including the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and the Federal Judi-
cial Center’s educational programs for bankruptcy judges. Judge Mark is a Fellow of the American 
College of Bankruptcy and is an author for Collier on Bankruptcy. His community activities include 
participation in a program that offers internships to minority law students, and participation in finan-
cial education programs for high school students through the Bankruptcy Bar Association’s CARE 
program, which teaches students about the dangers of credit card abuse. Judge Mark is a Fellow of the 
American College of Bankruptcy and an author for Collier on Bankruptcy. He is a graduate of Boalt 
Hall School of Law, University of California at Berkeley.

Michael C. Markham is a partner with Johnson Pope Bokor Ruppel & Burns, LLP in Tampa, Fla., 
where his practice focuses on chapter 11 cases. He has represented virtually every type of constitu-
ent in chapter 11 cases, including debtors, trustees, committees, purchasers and creditors of all kinds. 
Mr. Markham was lead counsel to the chapter 11 trustee in the Brasota Mortgage Co. chapter 11 case 
in Tampa, lead counsel to the receiver in the Transcontinental Airlines/Lou Pearlman receivership 
case in Orlando, Fla., and counsel to the chapter 11 trustee in the PenAir case in Anchorage, Alaska. 
Mr. Markham regularly speaks and writes on bankruptcy topics and has been recognized in The Best 
Lawyers in America since 2008. He received both his B.S. summa cum laude and his J.D. with honors 
from Florida State University.

Courtney A. McCormick is a senior associate with McGuireWoods LLP in Jacksonville, Fla., where 
she focuses her practice on bankruptcy, financial restructuring, distressed-asset acquisitions, credi-
tors’ rights, consumer financial litigation, arbitration, commercial litigation and appeals. Her empha-
sis has been in the representation of financial institutions and other institutional lenders. In addition, 
she has defended multiple defendants in class action and single-plaintiff lawsuits brought under the 
Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, Fair Credit Reporting Act, Telephone Consumer Protection Act 
and comparable state consumer protection laws. Prior to joining McGuireWoods, she clerked for 
three years for Hon. Chief Judge Lewis M. Killian, Jr. and Hon. Chief Judge Karen K. Specie of the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District of Florida. Ms. McCormick has been recognized 
as a “Rising Star” in Florida Super Lawyers (2017-18) as well as an “Up and Comer” in Florida 
Legal Elite (2016-18). She is admitted to practice before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Tenth and 
Eleventh Circuits, as well as in the state and federal courts in the State of Florida. Ms. McCormick 
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received her B.A. in political science and history from the University of Florida in 2008 and her J.D. 
cum laude in 2011 from the Florida State University College of Law.

Hon. Catherine P. McEwen is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Middle District of Florida in Tampa, 
appointed by the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals on Aug. 22, 2005, and an adjunct professor at 
Western Michigan University Cooley Law School. She is the first female judge appointed in her dis-
trict. Prior to becoming a judge, she was in private practice for almost 23 years in Tampa and was a 
solo practitioner from 2001 until the date of her appointment to the bench. Before opening her solo 
practice, she was a shareholder of Akerman Senterfitt & Eidson, P.A., formerly known as Moffitt, 
Hart & Herron, P.A., where she practiced law from 1982-2001 in its Tampa office, concentrating on 
commercial litigation with an emphasis on representing parties in bankruptcy cases. Judge McEwen 
was elected into the American Law Institute in 2012. Among her other honors are the Stetson Uni-
versity College of Law Distinguished Alumnus Award (2007), Hillsborough County Bar Association 
Jimmy Kynes Pro Bono Service Award (2008), the Stetson University College of Law J. Ben Wat-
kins Award (2009), the Florida Association for Women Lawyers Leaders in the Law inaugural class 
designation (2010), the Tampa Bay Hispanic Bar Association’s Luis “Tony” Cabassa Award (2012), 
the George Edgecomb Bar Association’s Delano S. Stewart Diversity Award (2015), the inaugu-
ral Florida Supreme Court Chief Justice’s Distinguished Federal Judicial Service Award (2016), the 
Stetson Lawyers Alumni Association Ben C. Willard Award (2016), the University of South Florida 
Distinguished Alumna Award (2016) and the Bay Area Legal Services Inc. Judge Don Castor Justice 
Award (2016). In 2017, Judge McEwen was appointed by Chief Justice John Roberts, Jr. to serve a 
two-year term as the nonvoting bankruptcy judge observer to the Judicial Conference of the United 
States, beginning Oct. 1, 2017. Prior to becoming a lawyer, she was a sportswriter from 1975-79 for 
the Tampa Tribune and the Tampa Times. Judge McEwen received her B.A. in political science from 
the University of South Florida in 1979 and her J.D. cum laude from Stetson University in 1982.

Hon. Mindy A. Mora is U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Florida in West Palm 
Beach, appointed on April 6, 2018. In 2014, she was named a Fellow of the American College of 
Bankruptcy, and in 2016, in light of her professional achievements in the area of commercial finance, 
she was named a Fellow in the American College of Commercial Finance Attorneys. She also previ-
ously chaired the Business Law Section of The Florida Bar. Previously, Judge Mora was active in the 
development of Florida’s commercial laws, having chaired the Florida Bar Task Force that sponsored 
the 2007 revisions of the Assignment for the Benefit of Creditors Statute (chapter 727, Florida Stat-
utes); co-sponsored the 1997 revisions to Article 8 and the 1999 revisions to Article 9 of the Uniform 
Commercial Code (chapters 678 and 679, Florida Statutes); led a task force for the Business Law 
Section of The Florida Bar on revisions to Florida’s foreclosure laws, which resulted in the enactment 
of Fla. Stat. §702.12; and served on a committee studying the Uniform Commissioner’s proposed 
Uniform Real Estate Receivership Act. She has often lectured and published articles about insol-
vency, restructuring, and commercial lending. Judge Mora continues to serve on the Eleventh Circuit 
Council of the American College of Bankruptcy and is a member of the Business Law Sections of the 
American Bar Association and The Florida Bar, as well as the Association of Commercial Finance 
Attorneys, the Bankruptcy Bar Association of South Florida, the International Women’s Insolvency 
and Restructuring Confederation, ABI and the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, for which 
she serves on its Technology and New Member Committees. She received her B.B.A. from George 
Washington University in 1979 and her J.D. from New York University School of Law in 1982.
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Robert A. Musiala, Jr. is blockchain counsel for BakerHostetler in Chicago and is esteemed for 
his roles in the areas of cryptocurrency anti-money laundering/counter-terrorist financing, as well as 
concept development for blockchain-based solutions. He was a founding member of the blockchain 
practice at a “Big Four” accounting firm and one of the largest professional services firms in the 
world, where he was introduced to blockchain through his work as an intelligence analyst and finan-
cial crimes investigator. His achievements in threat finance include managing a team of investigators 
to collect intelligence and produce a threat/counter-threat analysis on cryptocurrency and blockchain 
for a U.S. national security community client. Mr. Musiala invented a patent-pending blockchain mi-
cropayments system and was the co-inventor and primary concept developer of a patent-pending sys-
tem that leverages blockchain technology to promote transparency, speed and security, and mitigate 
economic crime in funds governance and aid distribution programs. His practice includes advising 
blockchain industry clients that have previously completed “initial coin offering” events on strategies 
for mitigating personal and business risk, limiting business disruption, and achieving regulatory com-
pliance. His experience also includes advising blockchain technology firms on strategies for achiev-
ing compliance with the EU’s General Data Protection Regulation. Mr. Musiala received his B.A. in 
creative writing (with honors) and international studies from Northwestern University in 2000, his 
J.D. from Notre Dame Law School in 2003 and his M.S.A. from the University of Illinois at Chicago 
Liautaud Graduate School of Business in 2011.

Michael A. Nardella is a partner with Nardella and NArdella, PLLC in Orlando, Fla., where he 
represents both businesses and individuals in matters relating to bankruptcy, litigation and dispute-
resolution. He has litigated numerous complex lawsuits in both state and federal court and has ex-
tensive experience in chapter 7 and 11 bankruptcies, representing debtors, creditors and trustees. Mr. 
Nardella is the current president of the Central Florida Bankruptcy Law Association and has been 
listed in Florida Super Lawyers as a “Rising Star” from 2013-18, in Florida Trend’s “Florida Legal 
Elite Up and Comers” for 2018, and in Chambers USA as an “Associate to Watch” for 2014 and 2015. 
He is also a member and past president of Citrus Civitan of Orlando, a member of the The Florida Bar 
Bankruptcy and UCC Committee, and a member of the Orange County Bar Association. Mr. Nardella 
is admitted to practice in the Middle, Southern and Northern Districts of Florida. He received his 
B.A. in classical studies from the University of Florida, B.A. and his J.D. magna cum laude from the 
University of Florida, College of Law.

Margaret M. Newell is an assistant director in the U.S. Department of Justice, Civil Division, Com-
mercial Litigation Branch, Corporate/Financial Litigation Section in Washington, D.C. She has 
worked at DOJ since 1999 as a bankruptcy attorney representing federal government agencies, and 
she now also supervises attorneys handling some of the largest and most complex bankruptcy cases 
in which the federal government has an interest throughout the country. Prior to joining the Corpo-
rate/Financial Litigation Section, Ms. Newell represented debtors, lenders, creditors’ committees and 
individual creditors in chapter 7 and 11 corporate bankruptcy cases as an associate with Akin, Gump, 
Strauss, Hauer and Feld, LLP in Washington, D.C., and Richards, Layton and Finger, P.A., in Wilm-
ington, Del. She received her B.A. with honors in English at the University of Notre Dame in 1992 
and her J.D. cum laude from Georgetown University Law Center in 1996.

Nicole M. Noel is a shareholder at Kass Shuler, P.A. in Tampa, Fla., where she has been practicing 
in the fields of bankruptcy and business litigation since 2009. She practices throughout the state of 
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Florida in all districts. Ms. Noel co-chairs the Case Law Update Subcommittee for the Real Property 
Finance and Lending Committee of the RPPTL Section of the Florida Bar, and co-chairs the Bank-
ruptcy Practice Group for the American Legal and Financial Network (ALFN). Her published work 
includes, “Was Brown a Rash Decision?” (The Cramdown, Summer 2014), “Incompatible Person-
alities: Investigating the Mutually Exclusive Nature of § 1322(b)(2), (5)” (ABI Journal, November 
2012), and “Stripping Down Your Spouse: Tenancy by the Entirety Property Ownership under § 506” 
(ABI YLC Newsletter, September 2012). Ms. Noel is active in the community and frequently volun-
teers her time to speak at local universities on such topics as ethical concerns facing young attorneys, 
time-management and first-year law practice pointers. She is an adjunct professor at St. Petersburg 
College, where she teaches bankruptcy and civil litigation, and she participated in the 2016 Next-
Generation program held by the Bankruptcy Judges during the National Conference of Bankruptcy 
Judges. Most recently, she was named a Fellow of the Florida Bar Leadership Academy, as well as 
one of ALFN’s stand-out young professionals to watch in 2016. Ms. Noel received her undergradu-
ate degree from Florida State University and her M.B.A. and J.D. from Stetson University School of 
Business Administration and Stetson University College of Law, respectively.

Loretta C. O’Keeffe is an attorney with Gibbons | Neuman in Tampa, Fla. She handles a broad range 
of commercial litigation, bankruptcy and real estate matters with particular focus on disputes involv-
ing creditor rights, corporations, contracts, foreclosures, title insurance and collections. Ms. O’Keeffe 
is a member of the Florida Bar and is admitted to practice before the U.S. District Courts for the 
Middle and Southern Districts of Florida. She was appointed to and currently serves as a board mem-
ber and treasurer for St. Michael’s Legal Center for Women and Children, is secretary of the Tampa 
Bay Catholic Lawyers Guild, and is president of the Young Men’s Service League South Tampa, a 
national mothe-and-son service organization. Ms. O’Keeffe served on The Florida Bar’s Grievance 
Committee 13F from 2015-18 and chaired the committee from 2017-18, served on the Professional 
Ethics Committee of The Florida Bar from 2008-14 and chaired the committee from 2013-14, and 
served on the Leadership Institute for the Hillsborough County Bar Association from 2008-09. Ms. 
O’Keeffe is a member of the Tampa Bay Bankruptcy Bar Association, the Hillsborough County Bar 
Association and the C.H. Ferguson-M.E. White American Inn of Court. In addition, she is active in 
the Tampa Chapters of the Association for Corporate Growth (ACG), the Real Estate Investment 
Council (REIC) and the Business Transitions Council (BTC). Ms. O’Keeffe received her undergradu-
ate degree from Loyola University College of Business in New Orleans and her J.D. from Stetson 
University College of Law in St. Petersburg, Fla.

Hon. John K. Olson began his term as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Florida 
in Fort Lauderdale in February 2006. Previously, Judge Olson was a shareholder for 18 years in the 
Tampa, Fla., office of Stearns, Weaver, Miller, Weissler, Alhadeff and Sitterson PA. He is a former 
chair of the Business Law Section of the Florida Bar and is currently chair of the Abuses of the 
Bankruptcy Process Subcommittee of the Business Bankruptcy Committee of the American Bar As-
sociation. Judge Olson graduated from Harvard College magna cum laude in history and from Boston 
College Law School in 1975, where he served on its law review.

Kelley M. Petry is the owner, president, managing and litigation attorney for Kelley M. Petry, P.A. 
in Tampa, Fla., founded in 2004. She has been practicing consumer bankruptcy since 2000. Ms. Petry 
has represented thousands of debtors in chapter 7 and 13 cases. She has served on the Tampa Bay 
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Bankruptcy Bar Association’s board of directors since 2003, serving as president for the 2016-17 
year. She also served on the District-Wide Steering Committee for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the 
Middle District of Florida during 2012-14, and currently chairs the committee. Ms. Petry is president 
of the Bankruptcy Law Education Series and is a member of the Florida Bar’s Business Law Section, 
the Hillsborough County Bar Association and the International Women’s Insolvency and Restructur-
ing Confederation. She has helped Stetson University College of Law’s Bankrupty Moot Court team 
prepare for competition by judging practice rounds, and she has been a guest instructor at Western 
Michigan University Thomas M. Cooley Law School and Stetson University College of law. A fre-
quent speaker, Ms. Petry received her her undergraduate degree in political science from Mississippi 
State University in 1995 and her J.D. from Rutgers School of Law in 1998.

Leanne M. Prendergast is a partner with FisherBroyles, LLP in Jacksonville, Fla., and has more 
than 20 years of experience in commercial litigation and bankruptcy. She represents creditors, debt-
ors, trustees, receivers and assignees at the trial and appellate levels. Ms. Prendergast  practices in 
state and federal courts throughout Florida. She has earned the designation Certified E-Discovery 
Specialist from the Association of Certified E-Discovery Specialists and is a member of Women in 
E-Discovery. In 2015, she participated on a panel on E-Discovery in Bankruptcy at the Jacksonville 
Bankruptcy Bar Association’s Annual Seminar. Ms. Prendergast is also active in the International 
Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC); she serves as secretary to the IWIRC 
– Florida Board and is a three-time delegate to IWIRC’s Annual International Leadership Confer-
ence. In 2016, she was recognized as an Unsung Shero by the Women’s Center of Jacksonville. Ms. 
Prendergast received her J.D. from the University of Florida College of Law.

Michael P. Richman is a partner at Steinhilber Swanson LLP in Madison, Wis., and an adjunct 
professor of law at the University of Wisconsin Law School. He has nearly 40 years of legal experi-
ence and focuses his practice on representing chapter 11 debtors and creditors’ committees, and he 
has advised and continues to represent secured and unsecured creditors, equity-holders, purchasers 
and all manner of parties in interest on virtually every aspect of financial distress and bankruptcy. 
Among his recent engagements, he represented the unsecured creditors’ committee of O.W. Bunker 
and the Government of Puerto Rico’s Department of Treasury, as well as the unsecured creditors’ 
committees of Simplexity and Prince Sports. He also played a central role in the litigation over the 
government-engineered fast-track sale of General Motors by representing a lead group of bondhold-
ers who opposed the sale. Mr. Richman was ABI president from 2004-05 and chairman of its Board 
of Directors from 2006-07, and has been a member of its management and executive committees. 
He previously co-chaired ABI’s Asset Sales Committee and was on ABI’s Commission to Study the 
Reform of Chapter 11, and he also served as co-vice chair of ABI’s Ethics Task Force. In addition, he 
is on the advisory boards of ABI’s New York City Bankruptcy Conference and VALCON conference. 
Mr. Richman is a member of the bars of New York, Wisconsin and the District of Columbia and is 
the founder of and lead keyboardist for ABI’s house band, the Indubitable Equivalents. He received 
his undergraduate degree with honors from Vassar College and his J.D. from Columbia Law School, 
where he was a Harlan Fiske Stone scholar and was awarded the David M. Berger award in honor of 
Prof. Wolfgang Friedmann for distinction in international law. He also served as managing editor of 
the Columbia Journal of Transnational Law.
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Luis E. Rivera, II is a shareholder in GrayRobinson’s Fort Myers, Fla., office. A member of the 
ABI’s inaugural “40 Under 40” class in 2017, he has broad experience litigating bankruptcy, credi-
tors’ rights and business litigation matters. Since 2010, He has also served as a chapter 7 panel trustee 
for the Middle District of Florida (Fort Myers Division). Mr. Rivera is Board Certified in both Busi-
ness Bankruptcy Las and Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification, and 
he serves on the ABC’s board of directors and Standards Committee. Active in the bar, he serves as 
a member of the Grievance Committee for the Twentieth Judicial Circuit, the Bench Bar Fund Com-
mittee of the U.S. District Court for the Middle District of Florida, the district-wide Steering and 
Local Rules Lawyers’ Advisory Committees of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Middle District of 
Florida, the board of directors of the Bankruptcy Law Educational Series Foundation, and the board 
of directors of the Middle District of Florida Pro Se Bankruptcy Legal Assistance Clinic. As a result 
of his dedication and service to the bar, he received the Alexander L. Paskay Professionalism Award 
in 2015. Mr. Rivera received his B.A. magna cum laude from Loyola University New Orleans, where 
he was an Ignatian Scholar, and his J.D. from Washington and Lee University School of Law, where 
he was editor-in-chief of the Washington and Lee Journal of Civil Rights and Social Justice.

Bradley M. Saxton is a shareholder in the firm of Winderweedle, Haines, Ward and Woodman in 
Orlando, Fla., and heads the firm’s bankruptcy and creditor’s rights practice group. His practice has 
involved representation in all aspects of bankruptcy cases; he has represented creditors in all cases, 
debtors in chapter 11 and 7 cases, creditors’ committees, chapter 11 trustees, chapter 7 trustees, asset-
purchasers and preferential transfer defendants. His representations have covered numerous industry 
groups, including hotel and restaurant, real estate, citrus, golf, trucking and various manufacturing 
entities. Mr. Saxton also has devoted substantial time to his mediation practice, mediating all types 
of cases. He is a certified circuit civil mediator by the Florida Supreme Court, and he chaired a sub-
committee of the local rules committee that drafted the local bankruptcy rule on mediation. He was 
appointed as one of the court mediators to mediate hundreds of cases in the Taylor, Bean and Whita-
ker case. Mr. Saxton is a past chair of The Florida Bar’s Business Law Section Bankruptcy/UCC 
Committee and a past president of the Central Florida Bankruptcy Law Association. He is a frequent 
lecturer on bankruptcy issues. For several years, he has taught a course session for Prof. Jeffrey Da-
vis’ Advanced Bankruptcy Course at the University of Florida College of Law, and he has served as 
an adjunct professor of law at the Florida A & M University College of Law, teaching its Bankruptcy 
Clinic program. Mr. Saxton has been recognized in The Best Lawyers in America, as one of Florida’s 
“Legal Elite” by Florida Trend magazine and as one of “Orlando’s Best Lawyers” by Orlando Maga-
zine. He holds an AV-Preeminent rating by Martindale-Hubbell. Prior to attending law school, Mr. 
Saxton worked for the Martin Marietta Orlando Aerospace Co. (now Lockheed Martin). He began 
his legal career in 1990 in Orlando at the Maguire, Voorhis and Wells, P.A. firm, where he became a 
shareholder in 1997. After the firm merged with Holland & Knight, LLP in 1998, Mr. Saxton prac-
ticed with the Orlando office of Holland & Knight, LLP until 2001 when he joined the WHWW firm. 
Mr. Saxton received his B.S. in 1985 from Florida State University and his J.D. in 1990 from the 
University of Florida College of Law.

Lanse Scriven is the principal of Lanse Scriven Law in Tampa, Fla., where he concentrates his prac-
tice in the areas of business litigation and bar disciplinary/professional ethics defense. He is AV-rated 
by Martindale-Hubbell and has been recognized in The Best Lawyers of America, Florida Trend’s 
Legal Elite and Thomson Reuter’s Florida Super Lawyers. From 2009-17, Mr. Scriven served as a 
member of the Florida Bar Board of Governors, representing the Thirteenth Judicial Circuit (Hillsbor-



AMERICAN BANKRUPTCY INSTITUTE

635

ough County). While on the Board of Governors, he served on the Disciplinary Review Committee 
and as vice chair of the Board Review Committee on Professional Ethics. Mr. Scriven is a past presi-
dent of the Hillsborough County Bar Association, the Florida Chapter of the National Bar Association 
(NBA) and the George Edgecomb Bar Association, the Tampa-based chapter of the NBA. In 2018, he 
received the Outstanding Lawyer Award presented by the Hillsborough County Bar Association, and 
he previously was awarded the National Bar Association’s Heman Sweatt Award for excellence and 
exemplary service in the legal profession. Mr. Scriven graduated from Duke University in 1984 and 
received his J.D. with honors from Florida State University College of Law in 1987, where he served 
as an editor of the Florida State University Law Review and as a member of the law school’s Moot 
Court team. Following graduation from law school, he clerked for Hon. Joseph W. Hatchett, former 
Chief Judge of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit.

Lynn Welter Sherman is a partner with Adams and Reese LLP in Tampa, Fla., and has practiced 
for m ore than 35 years as a bankruptcy and transactions attorney. She represents financial institu-
tions, special servicers of securitized commercial mortgages, creditors, trustees, landlords, debtors, 
and other parties in all aspects of chapter 7 and chapter 11 bankruptcies, out-of-court workouts, loan 
modifications and restructuring, foreclosures, enforcement of judgments, enforcement of security 
interests and creditors’ rights litigation. Licensed in both Florida and New York, Ms. Sherman has 
been recognized among the top Bankruptcy & Creditor/Debtor Rights attorneys by Florida Super 
Lawyers, The Best Lawyers in America and Florida Trend Magazine’s “Legal Elite,” and is listed 
among “Tampa Bay’s Top Attorneys” by Tampa Bay Magazine. In 2014 and 2015, she was ranked 
among the “Top 50 Women Florida Super Lawyers.” and the “Top 100 Overall Florida Super Law-
yers.” She is active in the Tampa Bay Bankruptcy Bar Association, IWIRC and the Business Law 
Section of The Florida Bar. She is the current vice chair of its Pro Bono Committee, a former chair of 
its Bankruptcy/UCC Committee, Bankruptcy Judicial Liaison Committee and Communications, and 
a member of the Executive Council Committee of the Business Law Section of The Florida Bar. Ms. 
Sherman is a frequent speaker and author on matters involving creditors’ rights, secured transactions 
and bankruptcy law and is a former adjunct professor at her alma mater, Stetson University College 
of Law, where she earned her J.D. in 1983. She received her B.S. from Florida Southern College in 
1980 and her LL.M. in taxation from the New York University School of Law in 1989.

Prof. Stacey-Rae Simcox is an associate professor of law and director of Stetson University College 
of Law’s Veterans Law Institute and Veterans Advocacy Clinic in Gulfport, Fla. She teaches in the 
areas of veterans benefits law, administrative law, trusts and estates, and legal skills. Prof. Simcox 
joined Stetson in July 2014 from William & Mary Law School, where she was the founder and di-
rector of the nationally recognized Lewis B. Puller Jr. Veterans Benefits Clinic. Under her direction, 
the Puller Clinic was recognized as a model for law schools serving veterans and was certified as a 
national best practice clinical program by the secretary of the Department of Veterans Affairs. Prof. 
Simcox has helped to establish a unique medical-legal partnership between Stetson University Col-
lege of Law and the University of South Florida’s Morsani College of Medicine that allows medical 
students and faculty to collaborate with law students and faculty for the benefit of disabled veterans. 
She was the Reporter to the Uniform Law Commission’s Model Veterans Treatment Court Act and 
is a founding member of the National Law School Veterans Clinic Consortium, serving as its presi-
dent. Prof. Simcox regularly speaks on veterans law topics, provides training to other law schools 
on creating successful veterans clinics, and conducts outreach to homeless veterans. She has testified 
before the Department of Veterans Affairs Advisory Committee on Disability Compensation and has 
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spoken to media including the Associated Press and NPR. Prof. Simcox has presented before numer-
ous conferences as well, including the National Conferences on Law Clinics Serving Veterans, the 
Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims Judicial Conferences, the American Psychological Association, 
the AALS Conferences on Clinical Legal Education, the AALS Annual Conference, the National Or-
ganization of Veterans Advocates Conferences, the National Conference on Special Needs Planning 
and Special Needs Trusts, and at multiple task forces and Continuing Legal Education events. She 
also co-edited and contributed chapters to Servicemembers and Veterans Rights and wrote a chapter 
for the American Bar Association Military Handbook. She has also written several articles in the area 
of veterans benefits and has co-authored a casebook (forthcoming), Veterans Benefits: Law, Theory, 
& Practice (Carolina Press). Prof. Simcox is a veteran of eight years in the U.S. Army Judge Advo-
cate General’s Corps on active duty and in the U.S. Army Reserves, reaching the rank of Major. Her 
experience includes courtroom advocacy as a Special Assistant U.S. Attorney and Trial Counsel and 
regulatory and administrative law advising for the U.S. Army. She also clerked for Hon. Chief Judge 
Susan Crawford of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces. In private practice, she focused 
on elder law and veterans issues. Prof. Simcox received her B.S.C./B.A. from Ohio University, her 
J.D. from William & Mary School of Law and her M.Div. from Liberty University.

Frank P. Terzo is is a partner with Nelson Mullins Broad and Cassel LLP in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., 
where his practice is devoted to a wide range of insolvency matters, including representation of cor-
porate and consumer clients in complex workouts, bankruptcies, assignments for the benefit of credi-
tors and receiverships. He has also represented creditors’ committees and chapter 11 and 7 trustees. 
In addition, his practice encompasses both the prosecution and defense of all forms of complex bank-
ruptcy litigation, including preferences, fraudulent transfers and complex contested matters. Over 
the last several years, Mr. Terzo represented a significant bank syndication that had a secured claim 
against one of the largest Florida-based HMOs. The parent company operated Medicare Advantage 
HMOs and PFFSs in Florida, Texas and Nevada. The company generated over $1 billion in revenue. 
His representation of the bank group produced a significant recovery, and funds are still being recov-
ered through various sources, including state receivers and a liquidating trustee in bankruptcy court. 
Prior to practicing law, he spent 18 years in the health care industry, successfully starting up, manag-
ing, and operating various public companies. His experience in health care businesses has provided 
numerous opportunities to represent trustees and committees in hospital, nursing home, diagnostic 
center and HMO cases, as well as appointments as patient care ombudsman throughout Florida. Mr. 
Terzo is rated AV-preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell, named as a “Super Lawyer” by Florida Super 
Lawyers magazine (2006-18), described as a “Top Attorney” in the South Florida Legal Guide (2009-
18), and listed in The Best Lawyers in America (2009-19) and Chambers & Partners USA Guide 
(2012-18). He received his B.S. from the University of Cincinnati and his J.D. with honors from Nova 
Southeastern University Shepard Broad Law Center, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif.

T. Patrick Tinker is an Assistant U.S. Trustee supervising the Tampa, Fla., and Wilmington, Del., of-
fices of the U.S.Trustee Program. He has been an attorney with the USTP for 27 years, prior to which 
he was in private practice. Mr. Tinker received his B.A. and M.A. from the University of Pittsburgh in 
1978 and 1980, respectively, his J.D. in 1987 from the University of Illinois College of Law Nd dhis 
LL.M. in 1990 from Harvard Law School.
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Nicolette C. Vilmos is a partner in the Orlando, Fla., office of Nelson Mullins Broad and Cassel 
LLP and chairs the firm’s Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights Practice Group. She concentrates her 
practice on complex business litigation, including bankruptcy, intellectual property, banking law, 
foreclosures, lender liability, shareholder and business disputes, statutory shareholder-valuation mat-
ters, noncompete litigation and landlord/tenant matters across the state of Florida. She also has exten-
sive appellate experience both state and federal courts. Ms. Vilmos’s bankruptcy and creditors’ right 
practice includes the representation of creditors, trustees, assignees, receivers and creditors’ commit-
tees. She has been involved in such complex business bankruptcy matters as the prosecution/defense 
of fraudulent and preferential transfers, creditor committee representation, receiverships, cramdown 
defense, valuations, involuntary bankruptcies and assignments for benefit of creditors (ABC) litiga-
tion at the state, federal and appellate levels. In the area of intellectual property, she has represented 
clients in cases relating to patent, trademark and copyright infringement, unfair competition, trade 
secrets, Internet law, and related computer and technology litigation. She regularly counsels her cli-
ents on the enforcement and defense of their intellectual property rights, and also works with lenders, 
asset managers and servicing agents in enforcing loan documents, dealing with pooling and servic-
ing agreements, and working out problem loans. Ms. Vilmos is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-
Hubbell and has been recognized in Chambers USA: A Guide to America’s Leading Business Lawyers 
for 2014 and 2015, was named a “Florida Super Lawyer” by Law & Politics magazine for 2014 and 
2015, received a “Women of Achievement Award” from the Women’s Executive Council of Orlando, 
and was named to the Orlando Business Journal’s “Forty Under 40” list in 2009. She is also a Fellow 
in the Litigation Counsel of America (LCA), an honorary society composed of less than one-half of 
one percent of American lawyers. Ms. Vilmos serves on the board of directors for the Central Florida 
Bankruptcy Law Association, is an active member of ABI and  the International Women’s Insolvency 
& Restructuring Confederation, and serves on The Florida Bar’s Business Law Section’s Bankruptcy/
UCC and Bankruptcy Judicial Law Committees. She received her B.A. cum laude in 1998 from Stet-
son University and her J.D. cum laude in 2000 from Stetson University College of Law.

Philip J. Von Kahle is president of Michael Moecker & Associates, Inc. and its affiliates in Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla., where he manages and administers the day-to-day operations of insolvency cases 
throughout the Southeast as a fiduciary. He has been acted as assignee, liquidating trustee, receiver, 
conservator, custodian, chapter 11 trustee, plan administrator, special master and guardian. His no-
table appointments include Buy Owner, Inc., for which he was assignee and stabilized and sold 17 en-
tities; HWA Properties, Inc., for which he was chapter 11 trustee for a high-end real estate company; 
RQB Resorts/TPC Sawgrass Marriott & Golf Course, for which he was liquidating trustee; S&P/P&S 
General Partnerships, for which he was conservator for Bernard Madoff feeder funds; estate of Vic-
tor Posner, for which he was curator of complex estate with 147 companies; Dade Medical College/
USMF, for which he was assignee for eight-campus college; Oriole Home Corp., for which he was 
assignee for a developer of 2,200 home sites; Dennis J. Fullenkamp, for whom he was creditor trustee 
for $88 million of property; and Gregory Talbot, for whom he was bankruptcy plan administrator for 
a multi-million-dollar estate. Mr. Von Kahle is a member of the Bankruptcy Bar Association of South 
Florida and an associate member of the Florida Bar’s Business Law Section. He received his under-
graduate degree in marine technology from the Florida Institute of Technology in 1984.

Hon. Charles M. Walker is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Middle District of Tennessee in Nash-
ville, appointed on July 27, 2016. Prior to taking the bench, he served as a trial attorney for the U.S. 
Department of Justice in the Office of the U. S. Trustee for 14 years. Before that, Judge Walker was 
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in private practice with the law firms Wyatt, Tarrant and Combs, LLP and Bone McAllester Norton 
PLLC, concentrating in the areas of creditors’ rights and commercial litigation. Judge Walker served 
eight years on active duty with the U.S. Air Force and continues to serve as a brigadier general in the 
Kentucky Air National Guard. He is an alumnus of Nashville’s Young Leaders Council and a former 
director of the Mid-South Commercial Law Institute and Family & Children’s Service. He also was 
the first recipient of the Hon. Cornelius Blackshear Fellowship awarded by the National Conference 
of Bankruptcy Judges in 2004. In 2015, he received the Major General Robert I. Gruber Excellence in 
Teaching Award, which is awarded by the U.S. Air Force Judge Advocate General School, recogniz-
ing the most exceptional reserve military law instructor. Judge Walker received his Bachelor’s degree 
in aviation management from Auburn University, his M.S. in human resources management from 
Troy University and his J.D. cum laude from The John Marshall Law School in Chicago.

Hon. Michael G. Williamson is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Middle District of Florida in 
Tampa, initially appointed as bankruptcy judge in March 2000 and as chief judge on Oct. 1, 2015. He 
also served as an adjunct professor at Stetson University College of Law, where he taught bankruptcy 
law, and he co-authored West’s Bankruptcy Law Manual. Judge Williamson served as a chapter 7 
panel trustee from 1977-79 and represented numerous chapter 11 corporate debtors, creditors’ com-
mittees and trustees in bankruptcy cases throughout Florida for 20 years afterward. He is a past chair 
of the Committee on Creditors’ Rights for the Section of Litigation of the American Bar Association, 
past chair of the Business Law Section of the Florida Bar and its Bankruptcy/UCC Committee, and a 
Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy. Judge Williamson received his undergraduate under-
graduate degree from Duke University in 1973 and his J.D. from Georgetown University Law Center 
in 1976.

2019 Stetson University College of Law Student 
Researchers
Thomas J. Banks is a third-year law student from Stetson University College of Law and received 
his B.S. from the University of South Florida in 2015. He is a member of Stetson’s nationally ranked 
Advocacy Board, participating as a member of the Moot Court Board. He also serves as an associ-
ate on the Stetson Law Review and is a teaching assistant to Prof. Jason Palmer for Legal Research 
and Writing I & II. During his time at Stetson, Mr. Banks has served as a federal judicial intern to 
Hon. James S. Moody Jr. and Hon. Thomas B. McCoun, III in the U.S. District Court for the Middle 
District of Florida. He also interned for Hon. Michael G. Williamson, Chief Judge of the U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Court for the Middle District of Florida. During the summer of his second year, he served as 
a summer associate for the Tampa, Fla.-based firm Hill Ward Henderson, P.A. Outside of the class-
room, Mr. Banks has volunteered with Project H.E.L.P. (Homeless Experience Legal Protection), a 
legal clinic in the bay area, and is currently studying for the U.S. Patent and Trademark Registration 
Exam.

Wesley Dickson is a second-year law student at Stetson University College of Law, where he is fo-
cusing on bankruptcy and tax law, with the goal of attaining his LL.M. in taxation. He recently com-
pleted a bankruptcy class with Prof. Radwan and hopes to continue studying the more transactional 
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side of the law. Mr. Dickson looks forward to researching consumer bankruptcy and updating current 
case law precedent on behalf of the panel.

Patrick Seidensticker is a third-year law student at Stetson University College of Law. He received 
his undergraduate degrees in philosophy and finance from Tulane University in New Orleans, then 
moved back to Sarasota, Fla., where he co-founded Tableseide Restaurant Group in 2008 and helped 
to expand the company from a single location into multiple concepts across southwest Florida. In 
2016, looking for a new challenge, he decided to attend law school. While at Stetson Law, Mr. Se-
idensticker has primarily concentrated on transactional work, including extensive study in the areas 
of UCC and bankruptcy law. He interned for Chief Judge Williamson at the Florida Middle District 
Bankruptcy Court. Upon graduation, Mr. Seidesticker will be joining the firm of Icard, Merrill, Cul-
lis, Timm, Furen, & Ginsberg P.A. in Sarasota, where he will assist practice groups specializing in 
commercial real estate and bankruptcy.

Tanner Stewart a third-year law student at Stetson University College of Law whose background 
ranges from managing large catering and litigation-support operations to interning for the U.S. Dis-
trict Court in the Northern District of Florida. He began his academic career pursing degrees in both 
business management and political science at Florida State University, with a particular interest in 
how companies and government agencies evolve to meet the demand of an expanding population, 
particularly how employers kept up with an ever-changing environment. While attending Stetson 
University College of Law, Mr. Stewart enrolled in its J.D./M.B.A. program to blend the business 
and government environment. He has since clerked for two insurance defense firms and is currently 
clerking with Athanason & Bolduc P.A., a boutique personal-injury firm in St. Petersburg, Fla. Mr. 
Stewart plans on relocating to Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., to pursue a career in compliance/corporate law.


