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A. Todd Almassian is a partner with Keller & Almassian, PLC in Grand Rapids, Mich. He is a 
member of the Grand Rapids Bar Association (for which he served as treasurer from 2011-13), the 
State Bar of Michigan, the Federal Bar Association for the Western District of Michigan (for which 
he served as chairman of its Bankruptcy Section from 2008-10) and ABI. Mr. Almassian is Board 
Certified in Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification and has served as an 
expert witness in bankruptcy cases. He is listed in the 2015 edition of The Best Lawyers in America 
for Bankruptcy and Creditor-Debtor Rights Law. Mr. Almassian received his B.A from Michigan 
State University in 1993 and his J.D. from the University of Detroit Mercy School of Law in 1996.

Kimberly Bacher is currently a trial lawyer for the Office of the U.S. Trustee in Chicago. Previ-
ously, she served as law clerk to Bankruptcy Judge Jack B. Schmetterer of the Northern District of 
Illinois, then practiced at Goldberg Kohn, where she focused on representing secured lenders. She 
then joined Shaw Fishman Glantz & Towbin LLC, where she primarily represented chapter 11 cor-
porate debtors. Ms. Bacher was selected as an Illinois Super Lawyers “Rising Star” from 2011-13 
and was a board member for the Chicago Chapter of IWIRC from 2011-14. She received her B.A. 
from the University of Vermont in 2001 and her J.D. cum laude from American University Wash-
ington College of Law in 2005.

Joseph A. Baldi is the principal shareholder of the Chicago bankruptcy boutique firm of Baldi Berg 
& Wallace, Ltd. (formerly Joseph A. Baldi & Associates, P.C.). Prior to establishing his own law 
firm, he was a partner in the Chicago law firms of Schwartz & Freeman and Rosenthal and Schan-
field, P.C., where he was the Practice Group chair of its Bankruptcy, Reorganization and Creditors’ 
Rights Practice Group. He also spent five years as a staff attorney with the Office of the U.S. Trust-
ee. Mr. Baldi’s experience includes the representation of creditors, debtors and bankruptcy trustees, 
and he has represented a variety of lenders, including banks, life insurance companies and other 
secured creditors in bankruptcy courts throughout the country in chapter 7 and chapter 11 cases. 
He has been involved in cases for real estate partnerships, restaurants, software vendors, trucking 
companies, construction firms and gas production facilities. He has also represented a number of 
individual debtors in chapter 11 cases. Mr. Baldi has been a chapter 7 trustee for nearly 30 years 
and has liquidated a broad range of business entities, including law firms, real estate ventures, steel 
and aluminum companies, retail firms and construction companies. He is licensed to practice law 
in Illinois and is admitted to practice before the Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals and many federal 
bankruptcy courts in the Midwest. Mr. Baldi is a member of the Chicago Bar Association, the Na-
tional Association of Bankruptcy Trustees and ABI, for which he is a frequent lecturer on a variety 
of bankruptcy topics. He received his B.A. in psychology from Western Illinois University and his 
J.D. cum laude from DePaul University College of Law.

Mark A. Berkoff is a partner with Neal, Gerber & Eisenberg, LLP in Chicago and chairs its Fi-
nancial Restructuring and Bankruptcy Practice Group. He regularly represents debtors, creditors’ 
committees and bondholders in complex commercial chapter 11 cases in diverse industries. He has 
handled all aspects of chapter 11 proceedings, from pre-bankruptcy planning through plan confir-
mation and post-confirmation matters. Mr. Berkoff is experienced in workouts, out-of-court compo-
sitions and business reorganizations/restructurings, and regularly represents secured creditors and 
landlords in chapter 11 proceedings, buyers of assets in and out of bankruptcy court, directors and 
officers, and trustees. He has also prosecuted and defended involuntary petitions in bankruptcy, rep-
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resented assignees, handled assignments for the benefit of creditors, and prosecuted and defended 
hundreds of preference cases. Mr. Berkoff is recognized in Chambers USA: America’s Leading 
Lawyers for Business as one of the country’s leading bankruptcy and insolvency lawyers. He has 
also been designated an Illinois Super Lawyer from 2005-14, is recognized in The Best Lawyers 
in America in the area of Bankruptcy and Creditor-Debtor Rights law, and is listed in Who’s Who 
in America and Who’s Who in American Law. Mr. Berkoff received the Turnaround Management 
Association’s (TMA) 2013 Small Company Turnaround of the Year Award and its 2010 Mid-Size 
Transaction of the Year Award. He received his B.A. from the University of Wisconsin-Madison in 
1983 and his J.D. from the University of Chicago in 1986.

Hon. James W. Boyd is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Michigan in Grand 
Rapids, appointed in May 2014. Prior to his appointment, he was a chapter 7 trustee and a partner in 
the law firm of Kuhn, Darling, Boyd and Quandt PLC in Traverse City, Mich., where he practiced 
in the areas of bankruptcy law and commercial litigation. Judge Boyd has extensive trustee and 
receivership experience in both chapter 7 and chapter 11 cases involving a wide variety of indus-
tries. He has also served as an operating and liquidating receiver under Michigan law for numerous 
entities. Judge Boyd is a contributing author to ICLE’s Handling Consumer and Small Business 
Bankruptcies and is a past president of the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees. He is also 
a member of the Federal Bar Association and ABI, and is a frequent speaker. Judge Boyd received 
his J.D. from the Thomas M. Cooley Law School.

Matthew L. Boyd is an associate with Kuhn Rogers PLC in Traverse City, Mich., where he focuses 
his practice on bankruptcy, commercial litigation and business disputes. He represents creditors, in-
dividual and business debtors, and panel chapter 7 trustees in both the Eastern and Western District 
of Michigan. Mr. Boyd is a member of the State Bar of Michigan, ABI and the National Association 
of Bankruptcy Trustees. He received his B.A. with honors from Michigan State University in 2005 
and his J.D. from Wayne State University Law School in 2009.

Prof. Matthew A. Bruckner is an assistant professor of law at Howard University School of Law 
in Washington, D.C., where he teaches a variety of business and commercial law courses, includ-
ing contracts and bankruptcy. He previously taught at St. John’s University School of Law and 
Cleveland-Marshall College of Law. Prof. Bruckner’s academic interests center on commercial 
bankruptcy issues, and his most recent work is focused on how to reduce the cost of professional 
representation in corporate bankruptcy cases. Previously, he was an attorney with Allen & Overy 
LLP in Washington, D.C., where his practice primarily focused on corporate bankruptcy, contract 
issues and general transactional matters. Prof. Bruckner next clerked for Hon. Allan L. Gropper of 
the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of New York, then taught corporate reorganiza-
tions and advanced legal writing with a bankruptcy focus, among other topics, at St. John’s Univer-
sity School of Law, and spent a year as a visiting clinical professor at Cleveland-Marshall College 
of Law. Prof. Bruckner received his B.A. from Binghamton University and his J.D. from New York 
University School of of Law. Following graduation, he was the senior notes editor for the Journal 
of Law and Business.

Judy B. Calton is a partner in the Bankruptcy Practice Group at Honigman Miller Schwartz and 
Cohn LLP in Detroit, where she counsels and represents the various constituencies in bankruptcies, 
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including customers, secured lenders, debtors and committees. She specializes in bankruptcy and 
insolvency-related litigation, in particular organizing joint defense groups for preference, fraudu-
lent transfer and Ponzi scheme clawback actions. A frequent speaker and author, Ms. Calton is a 
founder and sits on the board of directors of Access to Bankruptcy Court, a nonprofit providing 
representation to eligible debtors who would otherwise be pro se. She is the treasurer and a council 
member of the Business Law Section of the State Bar of Michigan and co-chairs the Debtor/Credi-
tor Rights Committee of its Business Law Section. She is also the reporter for the Rules Advisory 
Committee that updates the local rules for the Eastern District of Michigan Bankruptcy Court, and 
she chaired the committee that drafted the recently adopted amendments to the Michigan rules on 
receiverships and proposed official forms for receiverships. Ms. Calton received her B.A from the 
University of Illinois and her J.D magna cum laude from Wayne State University Law School.

Marc J. Carmel is a member of Paul Hastings LLP’s corporate practice in Chicago, where he con-
centrates his practice in restructuring and bankruptcy law. He has significant experience represent-
ing debtors, strategic and financial investors, lenders and creditors in connection with traditional, 
prepackaged and prenegotiated bankruptcies, as well as out-of-court workouts, and he focuses on 
protecting and advancing the interests of distressed companies and parties seeking to purchase 
distressed assets in commercial workouts and chapter 11 reorganization cases. On the transactional 
side, Mr. Carmel has advised clients with respect to restructuring planning, distressed acquisitions, 
negotiating lending agreements, drafting and implementing chapter 11 plans of reorganization, and 
fiduciary duties of directors and officers. A certified public accountant (CPA), Mr. Carmel received  
both his B.B.A. and M.Acc. from the University of Michigan in 1994 and his J.D. from Harvard 
Law School in 2000.

Hon. James M. Carr is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Indiana in Indianapo-
lis. Previously, he was a partner at Faegre Baker Daniels LLP and had been in private practice for 38 
years, focusing on the representation of business debtors and creditors in chapter 11 cases, financial 
restructurings and commercial litigation. Judge Carr is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy 
Law by the American Board of Certification, is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy, 
and is a member of the American Bar Association, the Indiana State Bar Association (for which he 
is a past chair of its Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights Section) and the Indianapolis Bar Association 
(for which he is a past chair of its Commercial and Bankruptcy Law Section). He is also a past chair 
and president of the Indiana Association for Corporate Renewal and chairs the annual Sig Beck ad-
vanced bankruptcy roundtable. Judge Carr was named in The Best Lawyers in America from 1987-
2012 in Bankruptcy and Creditor Rights, Insolvency and Reorganization Law and Bankruptcy Liti-
gation, and has been a panelist and chair of many seminars on bankruptcy, reorganization, creditor 
rights and lender liability sponsored by the Indiana Continuing Legal Education Forum, Federal 
Bar Association and Indiana Bankers Association. He is also an adjunct professor at the Indiana 
University Maurer School of Law and currently serves on the law school’s Board of Visitors, and 
is a past member and president of its Alumni Board. Judge Carr received his his B.A. in English 
from Indiana University in 1972 and his J.D. magna cum laude in 1975 from the Indiana University 
Maurer School of Law in Bloomington, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif.

Hon. Donald R. Cassling is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois in Chi-
cago, sworn in on Jan. 18, 2012. Prior to his appointment, he was a partner at Jenner & Block and at 
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Quarles & Brady in Chicago, where he had a national practice in commercial and patent-infringe-
ment law, as well as bankruptcy litigation, and represented chapter 11 debtors in possession, credi-
tors’ committees, individual creditors and chapter 11 trustees. Upon graduation from law school, 
he clerked for Chief Judge John R. Brown of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit before 
returning to Chicago to practice law. Judge Cassling has written and lectured extensively on the 
UCC, banking law and commercial litigation and has testified as an expert witness on the Illinois 
UCC. From 2003-11, Judge Cassling wrote “Banking Briefs,” a banking litigation column for The 
Banking Law Journal, and served as a member of its board of editors. He has also participated as a 
faculty member for the National Institute of Trial Advocacy and was selected as an Illinois Super 
Lawyer from 2009-12. Judge Cassling earned his A.B. from Duke University and his J.D. from 
the University of Chicago Law School, where he was an editor of the University of Chicago Law 
Review.

Tracy M. Clark is a partner at Steinberg, Shapiro & Clark in Southfield, Mich., where she repre-
sents creditors, chapter 7 and 11 debtors, and chapter 7 trustees. She is admitted to the State Bar of 
Michigan, the U.S. District Courts for the Eastern and Western Districts of Michigan, and the Sixth 
Circuit Court of Appeals. Ms. Clark is a member of the Federal Bar Association, ABI, the National 
Association of Bankruptcy Trustees and the Consumer Bankruptcy Association (Eastern District of 
Michigan). She received her B.A. with distinction from Walsh College and her J.D. cum laude from 
Wayne State University Law School.

Philip H. Cohen is a shareholder in the Litigation Practice of Greenberg Traurig, LLP in its New 
York office and co-chairs its National eDiscovery and eRetention Practice Group. His practice 
focuses on commercial litigation, eDiscovery, regulatory investigations, court-appointed receiver-
ships, guardianships and antitrust. Mr. Cohen is an arbitrator listed on the American Arbitration 
Association panel of neutrals, and is a member of the New York State Bar Association’s Committee 
on Electronic Discovery and the Social Media Committee of its Commercial and Federal Litigation 
Section. He has served as an adjunct professor at Rutgers University School of Law – Newark, and 
frequently writes and lectures on new developments in the law of electronic discovery, and he co-
authored two chapters in eDiscovery for Corporate Counsel, published by Thomson Reuters. Mr. 
Cohen is listed in Super Lawyers and New York Metro Super Lawyers, and received the Corporate 
Leadership Award from the Women’s Housing and Economic Development Corporation and the 
New York City Family Court Volunteer’s Pro Bono Service Award. Mr. Cohen earned his B.A. 
magna cum laude from Tufts University and his J.D. from Rutgers School of Law – Newark.

John A. Dischner is a managing director in AlixPartners LLP’s Turnaround and Restructuring 
Services group in Chicago and has held advisory and officer roles for middle-market and large com-
panies in a variety of urgent and complex situations. He also has extensive experience in assisting 
companies with cash and liquidity management, cost reductions, working-capital improvements, 
operational-improvement plans, asset sales and restructurings. Mr. Dischner has led the resolution 
of several challenging situations in a broad cross-section of industries, including manufacturing 
and consumer products, environmental services, telecommunications, real estate and homebuild-
ing, and financial services. He received his B.A. in economics from Northwestern University and 
his M.B.A. from Carnegie Mellon University.
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Daniel F. Dooley is a principal and CEO at Morris Anderson in Chicago, where he is an operational, 
financial and transactional specialist. He has successfully managed projects and assumed such in-
terim management positions as CRO, CEO, COO and CFO for publicly and privately owned com-
panies in the manufacturing, distribution and service sectors. Mr. Dooley has negotiated numerous 
transactions involving sales, refinancing and recapitalization of companies. He also has experience 
in the development and implementation of cost-reduction and restructuring plans, as well as lender 
and key-supplier restructuring negotiations. Prior to joining Morris Anderson in 1997, he served as 
an executive with several Fortune 500 manufacturers in both general-management and financial-
management capacities, including Illinois Tool Works, an industrial manufacturer, and Allied Sig-
nal, an automotive electronics and aerospace manufacturer. In 2011, Mr. Dooley was honored with 
the Turnaround Management Association’s “Turnaround of the Year - Small Company” award for 
Analytics, Inc., an independent research laboratory in St. Louis, Mo. He has also served on boards 
of directors and been a key advisor to corporations and nonprofit organizations. Mr. Dooley is a 
Certified Turnaround Professional (CTP), a former board member and vice president of the Interna-
tional Turnaround Management Association, and a contributing author to The Chief Restructuring 
Officer’s Guide to Bankruptcy:Views fom Leading Insolvency Professionals (ABI, 2013). He re-
ceived his B.B.A. and M.B.A. in finance at the Carlson School of Management from the University 
of Minnesota in Minneapolis.

William A. Ensing is a managing attorney with Ensing Law Firm, Ltd. in Lake Forest, Ill., where 
he concentrates in structuring sophisticated, integrated and comprehensive estate, wealth-protec-
tion and business-succession plans. In the late 1980s, he began forming offshore captive insurance 
companies in the Cayman Islands and Bermuda for physicians and health care professionals, es-
tablishing a foundation for aggressively protecting the wealth and assets of clients using structures 
including offshore elements. Mr. Ensing has authored numerous articles that have appeared in such 
publications as The Business Journal, the Asset Protection Journal and the American Bar Associa-
tion Compendium on Asset Protection Planning, as well as other regional periodicals and planning 
publications. He has also been quoted on the topic of integrated estate and asset-protection planning 
in such publications as Bloomberg Wealth Management. Mr. Ensing is a two-time past chair of the 
Chicago Bar Association’s Asset Protection Committee and is a member of WealthCounsel, the 
Chicago and American Bar Associations, the Offshore Institute, the Sovereign Society, the Society 
of Trust Practitioners and numerous regional bar associations and planning councils. He lectures 
extensively across the United States and abroad on wealth-protection planning for bar associations, 
medical conferences, financial planning councils, trust companies, accountants, bankers, law firms, 
physicians, hospitals and pilots’ groups. Mr. Ensing received his B.A in economics with honors 
from Lake Forest College and his J.D. with honors in 1985 from Chicago Kent College of Law.

Karen E. Evangelista is president of Karen E. Evangelista, P.C. in Rochester, Mich., where she 
specializes in bankruptcy law representing debtors and also serves as a chapter 7 bankruptcy trustee 
in cases before the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of Michigan, Northern Division. 
Ms. Evangelista is a member of the State Bar of Michigan and ABI, and was president of the Con-
sumer Bankruptcy Association from 1998-2007. Named the Consumer Bankruptcy Association’s 
2012 Member of the Year, she is Board Certified in Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the American 
Board of Certification and has lectured on bankruptcy issues to various groups. Ms. Evangelista 
received her B.A. from Eastern Michigan University in 1977 and her J.D. from the University of 
Detroit in 1983. 
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Lawrence A. Friedman is a general counsel at American InfoSource in Grayling, Mich., and a 
former director of the Executive Office for U.S. Trustees from 2002-05. Prior to his appointment 
as director of the EOUST, he was in private practice and served as a panel trustee in the Eastern 
District of Michigan, where he administered more than 10,000 bankruptcy cases. At the time of his 
Justice Department appointment, he served as president of the National Association of Bankruptcy 
Trustees. Mr. Friedman is the founder of the Regulatory Compliance and Government Affairs pro-
gram at American InfoSource. He received his J.D.from Thomas M. Cooley Law School in 1984.

Stuart A. Gold is an attorney with Gold Lange & Majoros P.C. in Southfield, Mich. He has spoken 
for such organizations as the Institute for Continuing Legal Education, ABI and Oakland Univer-
sity, and has served as an arbitrator for the Better Business Bureau. He co-chairs ABI’s Ethics and 
Professional Compensation Committee, is a Fellow with the American College of Bankruptcy and 
serves on the advisory board of ABI’s Central States Bankruptcy Workshop. Mr. Gold is a Life Del-
egate for the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit and is recognized for his pro bono services 
by the Federal, Oakland County and Macomb County Bar Associations. He is also a bankruptcy 
trustee and mediator, and co-chairs the Advisory Committee of the Eastern District of Michigan 
Bankruptcy Court. Mr. Gold received his B.A in political science from the University of Michigan 
in 1974 and his J.D from Thomas M. Cooley Law School.

Hon. A. Benjamin Goldgar is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois in Chi-
cago, appointed in 2003. From 1982-95, Judge Goldgar was in private practice with the Chicago 
firm of Keck, Mahin and Cate. In 1995, he joined the Illinois Attorney General’s Office as an as-
sistant attorney general in its Civil Appeals Division. He became a supervising attorney in the Divi-
sion in 1997, serving there until his appointment to the bench. During his tenure with the Attorney 
General’s Office, Judge Goldgar represented Illinois departments, agencies and officials in more 
than 140 appeals and original actions in state and federal reviewing courts, presenting more than 50 
oral arguments. Judge Goldgar has lectured on bankruptcy, bankruptcy practice, appellate practice, 
appellate jurisdiction, litigation skills and brief-writing. He has taught appellate advocacy at Loyola 
University of Chicago Law School and is a past president of the Illinois Appellate Lawyers Asso-
ciation, and he currently serves as an associate editor of the American Bankruptcy Law Journal. He 
is also a member of the Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy Rules of the Judicial Conference of the 
United States. Judge Goldgar received his A.B. magna cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa from Brown 
University and his J.D. from Northwestern University School of Law, where he was a member of 
the Journal of Criminal Law and Criminology.

Hon. Laura K. Grandy is Chief Judge of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of 
Illinois in East St. Louis, appointed in 2010. Previously, she was a principal with the law firm of 
Mathis, Marifian, Richter & Grandy, where she concentrated her practice in corporate reorganiza-
tions, bankruptcy and banking. She also served as a chapter 7 panel trustee for 18 years. While 
in private practice, she successfully argued a case before the U.S. Supreme Court. Judge Grandy 
regularly speaks about bankruptcy-related issues and chairs the National Conference of Bankruptcy 
Judges’s Outreach Committee. She is a member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judg-
es, the Illinois State Bar Association, the Missouri Bar, the St. Clair County Bar Association, the 
Southern Illinois Bankruptcy Institute, BASIL and the National Association of Bankruptcy Trust-
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ees. Judge Grandy received her B.A. from Eastern Illinois University and her J.D. from St. Louis 
University.

Hon. John T. Gregg is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Michigan in Grand 
Rapids, appointed on July 17, 2014. Previously, he was a partner with the law firm of Barnes & 
Thornburg LLP, where he focused on corporate restructuring and bankruptcy. Judge Gregg is a 
frequent writer and speaker on bankruptcy and other commercial issues. He has written and co-
edited numerous treatises and articles for various publications, including Collier Guide to Chap-
ter 11, published by LexisNexis, Strategies for Secured Creditors in Workouts and Foreclosures, 
published by ALI-ABA, Issues for Suppliers and Customers of Financially Troubled Auto Suppli-
ers and Interrupted! Understanding Bankruptcy’s Effects on Manufacturing Supply Chains, both 
published by ABI, Michigan Security Interests in Personal Property, published by the Institute 
for Continuing Legal Education, Handling Consumer and Small Business Bankruptcies in Michi-
gan, published by the Institute for Continuing Legal Education, and Receiverships in Michigan, 
published by the Institute for Continuing Legal Education. Judge Gregg earned his B.A. from the 
University of Michigan and his J.D. from DePaul University College of Law.

Stephen M. Gross is chair of McDonald Hopkins LLC’s Business Restructuring Services Depart-
ment in Bloomfield Hills, Mich., chairs its Automotive Practice Group and was the original man-
aging partner of the firm’s Detroit office. For over 30 years, he has been extensively involved in 
business-restructuring matters, corporate acquisitions and divestitures, especially in the automotive 
industry, other manufacturing businesses and large regional franchisees. Mr. Gross has represented 
business debtors ranging in size from small businesses to large, middle-market and multinational 
auto suppliers in successful restructurings and sales, and has also acted as counsel to many of these 
clients as they grew and expanded after becoming profitably reorganized. He has also served as 
unsecured creditors’ committee counsel in bankruptcies in diverse industries ranging from large tier 
one automotive suppliers to shopping malls. Prior to joining McDonald Hopkins, Mr. Gross was the 
managing partner and founder of Lindahl Gross Lievois. He has authored articles on restructuring 
issues and has lectured on various restructuring matters. Mr. Gorss received his B.A. in 1980 from 
of University of Michigan at Ann Arbor and his J.D. from Wayne State University in 1983.

Terry E. Hall is a partner at Faegre Baker Daniels LLP in Indianapolis and concentrates her prac-
tice in representing business debtors, creditors’ committees and other constituencies in chapter 11 
cases. She is also a member of the firm’s energy and environmental team and its food and agricul-
ture team, and has represented renewable energy companies and commercial dairies in lending, 
developing and sale transactions. Ms. Hall is a registered civil mediator in Indiana and currently 
chairs the executive committee of the Commercial & Bankruptcy Law Section of the Indianapolis 
Bar Association. She received her B.A. magna cum laude from the University of Texas at Austin 
and her J.D. summa cum laude from Indiana University Robert H. McKinney School of Law.

Hon. Arthur I. Harris is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Ohio in Cleveland, 
appointed in 2002, and serves on the Judicial Conference’s Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy 
Rules and the Board of Governors of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges. He also 
served as a judge on the Sixth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel from 2009-13. Following law 
school, Judge Harris clerked for Hon. John M. Manos, U.S. District Judge, in Cleveland, then 
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served as an assistant U.S. attorney for the Northern District of Ohio’s Civil Division for 18 years 
until his appointment to the bench. He also served as an adjunct at the Case Western Reserve Uni-
versity School of Law from 1991-93. Judge Harris received his B.A. from Cornell University in 
1979 and his J.D. from the University of Michigan Law School in 1982, where he was a member 
of the Michigan Law Review.

John C. Hoard is a partner with Rubin & Levin, P.C. in Indianapolis, where he concentrates in 
creditors’ rights, bankruptcy and commercial litigation. He has participated in the successful plan-
ning and reorganization of multiple bankruptcy estates in individual and corporate bankruptcies, 
and has represented creditors’ committees in such industries as auto racing, retail, hotels and feder-
ally charted banks. Mr. Hoard has represented receivers and trustees, and he has prosecuted many 
avoidance actions, including Ponzi schemes against frauds. He has also represented clients before 
the Internal Revenue Service and Indiana Department of Revenue. In addition to his business and 
bankruptcy experience, Mr. Hoard has participated in complex litigation, including civil fraud and 
cases involving legal and accounting malpractice. His appellate experience has brought him be-
fore the Indiana Supreme Court as an oral advocate. Mr. Hoard is a frequent lecturer and author 
for the Indiana Continuing Legal Education Forum, and is a contributing author to the American 
Bankruptcy Institute Journal. He has taught seminars in creditors’ rights, bankruptcy, corporate 
reorganization and tax, and throughout his 34-year career, he has chaired the Indiana State Bar As-
sociation’s Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights Section. Mr. Hoard is a Distinguished Fellow with 
the Indianapolis Bar Association, Indiana State Bar Association and American Bar Association. He 
received his B.S. in speech from Northwestern University and his J.D. from the Indiana University 
McKinney School of Law, where he served as an associate editor for the Indiana Law Review.

Michael P. Hogan is a partner with Kilpatrick & Associates, P.C. in Auburn Hills, Mich., where 
he practices in the areas of bankruptcy, creditors’ rights and commercial litigation. He is a member 
of the State Bar of Michigan and is admitted to practice in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern 
and Western Districts of Michigan. Mr. Hogan was elected by his peers to serve on the board of 
directors for the Consumer Bankruptcy Association of the Eastern District of Michigan and is an 
ABI member. He serves as a member of the advisory board for the ABI/CBA Detroit Consumer 
Bankruptcy Conference and chairs its sponsorship committee. He was also selected to serve on the 
Local Bankruptcy Rules-Chapter 13 Subcommittee. Mr. Hogan is a contributing author to ICLE’s 
Handling Consumer and Small Business Bankruptcies and has authored two Best Practice Guides/
How to Kits for ICLE. He received his B.A. in marketing in 1998 and his J.D. cum laude from 
Michigan State University College of Law in 2001.

Jason D. Horwitz is a member and senior vice president of JLT Specialty’s Special Situations 
Group in Denver, where he focuses on insurance solutions for distressed and insolvent companies. 
He is responsible for advising clients during times of crisis on strategies surrounding personal as-
set risk, liquidity solutions and insurance cost reduction. Prior to joining JLT, Mr. Horwitz was an 
attorney concentrating on insurance defense and coverage issues and corporate restructuring, and 
practiced bankruptcy law for eight years at Kirkland & Ellis and Perkins Coie, both in Chicago. 
During this time, he worked on several debtor engagements, including United Airlines, The Flem-
ing Companies, Exide Technologies, Tower Automotive, Conseco, Humphries, Foster & Gallagher, 
Chicago H&S Hotel Property and Glazed Investments. He then spent nearly six years as a bank-
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ruptcy consultant and director of business development in the bankruptcy administration industry, 
during which time he advised numerous debtor companies on all administrative aspects of their 
bankruptcy cases and led client growth initiatives among national bankruptcy law firms, financial 
advisory firms, investment banks, lending banks and private-equity firms. Mr. Horwitz received his 
B.A. with honors from Michigan State University in international relations and his J.D. with honors 
from DePaul University College of Law, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif.

Gary A. Kanter is a shareholder with Dale & Gensburg, P.C. in Chicago and focuses his practice 
in the areas of tax controversy, estate and asset-protection planning, general business law and com-
mercial litigation. He has negotiated numerous Offers in Compromise with the IRS, and in 2010 
settled an income tax liability in excess of $15 million, generated from a failed tax shelter, for 
approximately $450,000. He has also negotiated numerous installment agreements, lien and levy 
releases, penalty abatement requests and income tax audits. Mr. Kanter also represents taxpayers 
before the Illinois Department of Revenue regarding income, sales and payroll tax matters, and 
he prepares estate and asset-protection plans for individuals and families, handling both trust and 
probate administration. In the process, he has helped several individuals establish new corporations 
and limited liability companies, and has represented all types of business owners in both asset and 
stock sales. Mr. Kanter is currently chairman of the Chicago Bar Association’s Asset Protection 
Committee and has spoken frequently before the Illinois CPA Society and the Illinois Independent 
Accountants Association on a variety of tax subjects. He received his B.A. with distinction in eco-
nomics from the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign in 1992 and his J.D. and LL.M. in taxa-
tion from the Chicago-Kent College of Law, Illinois Institute of Technology.

Hon. Susan V. Kelley is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Wisconsin in Milwau-
kee. Prior to her appointment, she was a partner in the Madison, Wis., office of Michael, Best & 
Friedrich and also practiced with the Madison law firms of Lee, Kilkelly, Paulson & Younger and 
Murphy & Desmond, and the Baltimore firm of Weinberg and Green. She is certified in Business 
Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification. Judge Kelley is active in the State Bar 
of Wisconsin, having chaired its Bankruptcy, Insolvency and Creditors’ Rights Section for four 
years, and is a former member of the executive committee of the board of governors. She has also 
co-chaired the Gender Equity Committee and is a member of the Convention and Entertainment 
Committee of the State Bar of Wisconsin. Judge Kelley has authored the debtor/creditor law chapter 
of the Annual Survey of Wisconsin Law for 10 years and is the editor-in-chief of the fifth edition of 
Ginsberg & Martin on Bankruptcy, published by Aspen Publishing. She is also an adjunct professor 
at Marquette University Law School. Judge Kelley received her J.D. from the Columbus School of 
Law at the Catholic University of America and her B.A. from Marquette University.

Hon. J. Philip Klingeberger is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Indiana in 
Hammond, appointed on June 16, 2003. From 1975-85, he was in private practice in northwest In-
diana, and from 1986-2003, he was an assistant U.S. attorney at the Office of the U.S. Attorney for 
the Northern District of Indiana. Judge Klingeberger received his B.A. in political science in 1972 
from Grinnell College in 1972 and his J.D. from Indiana University School of Law in 1975.

Richard E. Kruger is a partner with Jaffe Raitt Heuer & Weiss in Southfield, Mich., and is a turn-
around specialist with a focus on finance and restructuring. He has a national practice focusing on 
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both the transactional and litigation aspects of bankruptcy law, debtor and creditor rights, workouts 
and financing transactions. Mr. Kruger’s client representations have included original equipment 
manufacturers, borrowers, debtors, secured parties, landlords, purchasers, receivers, avoidance de-
fendants and unsecured creditors’ committees. He has presented at seminars and written articles on 
general bankruptcy issues, collection laws and the intersection of bankruptcy and intellectual prop-
erty. Mr. Kruger is a member of the advisory board for ABI’s Central States Bankruptcy Workshop 
and was listed as a Super Lawyers “Rising Star” for 2011-12, as well as a dbusiness “Top Lawyer.” 
He is also a member of the State Bar of Michigan. Mr. Kruger received his B.A. from Michigan 
State University and his J.D. with honors from Chicago-Kent College of Law.

Vincent E. Lazar co-chairs Jenner & Block’s Bankruptcy Litigation Practice in Chicago and has 
advised debtors, committees and trustees in high-profile restructuring matters, as well as represened 
litigants in bankruptcy-related lawsuits. He is currently representing the liquidation trustee of Sen-
tinel Management Group, Inc., an investment advisor bankruptcy proceeding involving numerous 
litigated matters; CME Group in the MF Global case; the National Futures Association in Peregrine 
Financial Group’s bankruptcy case; defendants in significant fraudulent transfer litigation; and sev-
eral companies in connection with out-of-court restructurings or pre-bankruptcy planning matters. 
Mr. Lazar’s clients have included Harrah’s Jazz Co. and its successor JCC Holding Co., the owners 
of the land-based New Orleans casino, in their chapter 11 and “chapter 22” reorganization proceed-
ings; Covanta Energy Corp. in its chapter 11 reorganization; Exelon Boston Generating in its out-
of-court restructuring; a syndicate of Hungarian lenders to North American Bus Industries, Inc., a 
heavy-duty bus manufacturer, in its out-of-court Hungarian and U.S. restructuring; the examiner in 
the Lehman Brothers bankruptcy case; the chapter 7 trustee of Refco, LLC, as special counsel with 
respect to the sale of Refco’s commodity broker business; the trustee in Canopy Financial, Inc.’s 
bankruptcy proceedings; and the secured lenders and preferred shareholders in the Perpetua (Burr 
Oak Cemetery) bankruptcy case. He is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and is 
recognized in Chambers USA, The Best Lawyers in America and the Legal 500. Mr. Lazar is a con-
tributing author of Colliers on Bankruptcy and serves as a faculty member on educational panels. 
He received his B.A./B.S. from Northwest University in 1987 and his J.D. magna cum laude from 
the University of Illinois College of Law in 1990, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif.

Stephen D. Lerner chairs Squire Patton Boggs’s Restructuring & Insolvency Practice Group in 
Cincinnati and has an extensive national and cross-border restructuring practice, representing debt-
ors, unsecured creditors’ committees, secured and unsecured creditors, equity interest-holders and 
acquirers of troubled businesses in chapter 11 cases, chapter 9 municipal restructurings, chapter 15 
cases and out-of-court restructurings throughout the U.S. Mr. Lerner has led the representation of 
clients in the chapter 11 bankruptcies of AmFin Financial, Station Casinos, Chrysler, Enron and 
EaglePicher, among others. He recently represented the court-appointed expert in the City of De-
troit’s historic chapter 9 case and led Squire Sanders’s representation of the American College of 
Bankruptcy in filing an amicus brief with the U.S. Supreme Court in Executive Benefits Insurance 
Agency v. Peter H. Arkison, Trustee of the Estate of Bellingham Insurance Agency, Inc. Mr. Lerner 
is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy, for which he has served as regent for the Sixth 
Circuit and currently serves as a member of its board of directors and chair of its Strategic Plan-
ning Committee. He has received perennial recognition in The Best Lawyers in America and since 
2004 and has been listed among the best Ohio bankruptcy and restructuring lawyers in Chambers 
USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for Business, in which he has received a “Star Individual” rank-



2015 Central States Bankruptcy workshop

718

ing every year since 2009. In addition to numerous bar associations, Mr. Lerner is a member of 
ABI and the New York chapter of the Turnaround Management Association, a founder of the board 
of the Tri-State Association for Corporate Renewal and a member of the Executive Committee of 
the Midwest Regional Bankruptcy Seminar. He recently served on the Bankruptcy Working Group 
(and chaired its Large Chapter 11 committee) of the Bankruptcy Court Structure and Insolvency 
Process Committee of the ABA Business Law Section, which issued a “Best Practices Report on 
Electronic Discovery (ESI) Issues in Bankruptcy Cases,” published in August 2013 edition of The 
Business Lawyer. Mr. Lerner received his B.A. in 1982, his M.A. in 1982 and his J.D. in 1985 from 
the University of Pennsylvania.

Julia D. Loper is an attorney with the boutique bankruptcy firm Baldi Berg, Ltd. in Chicago, where 
she focuses her practice in consumer bankruptcy representing chapter 7 trustees as well as debtors 
in chapter 7 and chapter 11 cases. Ms. Loper has been with Baldi Berg, Ltd. since 2009.  Ms. Loper 
also has general civil litigation experience in the areas of condominium and real estate law and 
family law.  During law school, Ms. Loper worked for the Washtenaw County Public Defender’s 
office.  Ms. Loper is admitted to practice in the State of Illinois and the United States District Court 
for the Northern District of Illinois. She is a member of the Chicago Bar Association and recently 
presented at a Bankruptcy and Reorganization Committee Meeting. Ms. Loper received her B.A. 
from University of Utah in Psychology and Gender Studies and her J.D. from Michigan State Col-
lege of Law.

Laura Marcero is managing director of the Restructuring & Turnaround practice at Huron Con-
sulting Group Inc. in Troy, Mich., and has nearly 20 years of restructuring and M&A transaction ex-
perience in a variety of industries, including automotive, industrial manufacturing, municipalities, 
tool and die, transportation, retail franchising, higher education, private equity and publishing. Her 
work for and viewpoints on the automotive supplier community served as a basis by which requests 
were made to Timothy Geithner and the U.S. government for funding to the automotive supplier 
community in 2009. Previously, Ms. Marcero was a partner in Grant Thornton’s Corporate Advi-
sory & Restructuring Services group, where she was the automotive lead for its restructuring and 
Detroit practice. Prior to that, she was a director in the Restructuring & Performance Improvement 
Group at Stout Risius Ross, Inc. and was with Coopers & Lybrand. Ms. Marcero received the M&A 
Advisor’s 40 under 40 award in 2013 and Crain’s Detroit 40 under 40 award in 2011, and she serves 
as vice chair on the board of directors of Michigan International Women in Restructuring.She re-
ceived her B.B.A. from the Ross School of Business at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor.

Hon. Marci B. McIvor is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Michigan in Detroit, 
appointed on March 14, 2003. She was previously in private practice until 1986, when she joined 
the Office of the Attorney General for the State of Michigan. As an assistant attorney general, she 
represented the Michigan Department of Treasury and other state agencies in bankruptcy matters. 
Judge McIvor served as an Assistant Attorney General until her current judicial appointment. She 
was appointed to the Sixth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel in February 2008 and was named 
Chief Judge of the BAP in February 2012. Judge McIvor frequently speaks on consumer bankrupt-
cy issues for ABI, ICLE and the Consumer Bar Association. She received her B.A. from Harvard in 
1978 and her J.D. from Wayne State University Law School in 1982.
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C. Daniel Motsinger is a partner with Krieg DeVault LLP in Indianapolis, where he concentrates 
his practice in creditors’ rights, bankruptcy, workouts and commercial law. He chairs the firm’s 
Creditors’ Rights and Bankruptcy Practice Group, and focuses his practice on representing secured 
lenders and financial institutions in insolvency-related litigation and bankruptcy cases in Indiana 
and nation-wide. Mr. Motsinger served as a judicial clerk to Hon. James Lawrence King, U.S. 
District Judge for the Southern District of Florida’s Miami Division, and as a judicial intern and 
temporary research assistant to the administrative assistant to Chief Justice Warren E. Burger of the 
U.S. Supreme Court. He is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of 
Certification, for which he was also 2011 chair of its board of directors. Mr. Motsinger is a member 
and past chair of the Indianapolis Bar Association’s Commercial Law and Bankruptcy Section, and 
is a member of the Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights Section of the Indiana State Bar Association 
and of ABI, for which he serves as a member of the advisory board for its Central States Bankruptcy 
Workshop. He is a frequent author and lecturer on insolvency issues and debtor/creditor matters, 
and served as a panelist at the July 1997 Chicago regional meeting of the National Bankruptcy Re-
view Commission. Mr. Motsinger received his A.B. summa cum laude from Hillsdale College as 
co-valedictorian and his J.D. cum laude from the University of Michigan Law School.

Andrew W. Muller is a partner in the Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights Division of Stinson Leon-
ard Street LLP in Kansas City, Mo., and has represented banks and other lenders as creditors in 
bankruptcy cases and as plaintiffs or defendants in civil litigation. He has experience representing 
clients with loan issues and problem loans, including drafting workout agreements, filing suits 
when appropriate and defending against lender-liability lawsuits. He has also represented lenders in 
multiple types of lawsuits in addition to borrower disputes, including check-fraud cases, wrongful-
foreclosure cases, and Equal Credit Opportunity Act, Reg. B, Truth in Lending, Regulation X, Fair 
Credit Reporting Act and Fair Debt Collection Practices Act cases. Mr. Muller currently serves on 
the board of the Kansas City Bankruptcy Bar Association and previously clerked for Hon. Gary A. 
Fenner. He received his B.A. magna cum laude in English and political science in 1999 from the 
University of Nebraska and his J.D. summa cum laude from Creighton University in 2002.

David M. Neff is a partner in the Chicago office of Perkins Coie LLP, where he focuses on both 
litigation and transactions and represents debtors, lenders, individual creditors and creditors’ com-
mittees in all types of bankruptcies throughout the country. He also has particular experience in 
the hotel industry, where he has represented major parties in more than 50 hotel bankruptcy cases 
throughout the country and in many out-of-court restructurings. In 2012, Mr. Neff argued for the 
petitioner in front of the U.S. Supreme Court in the case of RadLAX Gateway Hotel v. Amalgam-
ated Bank, and also obtained a damage claim of almost $125 million for a client in the MSR Re-
sorts bankruptcy case after two trials. He is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and 
an adjunct professor at Northwestern University School of Law. Mr. Neff is a past president of the 
Chicago Bar Association’s Bankruptcies and Reorganization Committee and has spoken often at 
the Norton Bankruptcy Litigation Institute and for ABI. He also has authored law review articles 
on hotel bankruptcies, professional partnership bankruptcy and dissolution matters, and landlord-
tenant bankruptcy issues. Mr. Neff received his B.S. in journalism from Northwestern University in 
1982 and his J.D.from DePaul University College of Law in 1985.
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Hon. Daniel S. Opperman is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Michigan in Flint 
and Bay City, sworn in on July 13, 2006. Prior to taking the bench, he practiced with Braun Ken-
drick Finkbeiner concentrating in litigation, bankruptcy and real estate. He earned his B.S. magna 
cum laude from Eastern Michigan University and his J.D. magna cum laude from Wayne State 
University Law School. While at Wayne State University, Judge Opperman was a member of the 
Wayne Law Review and served as note and comment editor.

Hon. Pamela Pepper is a U.S. District Court Judge for the Eastern District of Wisconsin in Mil-
waukee, appointed by President Obama in 2014. Previously, she served as a bankruptcy judge for 
the district, initially appointed on July 5, 2005, and named chief judge on July 1, 2010. Prior to 
her appointment, she was with the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Chicago and moved to the Milwaukee 
U.S. Attorney’s Office in 1994. Judge Pepper was previously a solo criminal defense practitioner, 
representing clients in federal trial courts and in the Seventh Circuit, as well as in Wisconsin state 
court. She holds a graduate certificate in dispute resolution from Marquette University and has 
taught legal writing and law practice management at Marquette Law School. Judge Pepper is a 
former president of the Milwaukee Bar Association and a former chair of the State Bar of Wiscon-
sin’s Board of Governors. She also served on the boards of Federal Defender Services and the State 
Public Defender. Judge Pepper is a member of ABI, for which she served as co-chair and educa-
tion director of its Consumer Bankruptcy Committee and sits on its Board of Directors, and of the 
National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, for which she served a term as the Seventh Circuit 
representative on the Board of Governors and a term as secretary for 2013-14, as well as two terms 
as associate editor of the American Bankruptcy Law Journal. She has also served on the Human 
Resources Advisory Council of the Administrative Office, currently serves on the OSCAR working 
group for the Administrative Office, and speaks at Federal Judicial Center programs. Judge Pepper 
is a frequent speaker for other organizations on such topics as the rules of evidence in bankruptcy, 
the intersection of criminal and bankruptcy law, and litigation skills. She received her undergradu-
ate degree in theater from Northwestern University and her J.D. from Cornell Law School, where 
she was a notes editor on the Cornell Law Review and a teaching assistant.

David M. Powlen is a partner with Barnes & Thornburg LLP and a managing partner in its Wilm-
ington, Del., office, and he chairs its Finance, Insolvency & Restructuring Department. He repre-
sents a variety of parties in business and financing transactions, out-of-court restructurings, chapter 
11 cases, related adversary proceedings, receiverships and other insolvency situations. Previously, 
Mr. Powlen worked as a financial advisor and investment banker and co-chaired ABI’s Financial 
Advisors and Investment Banking Committee. He has been a member of the advisory boards for 
ABI’s Mid-Atlantic and Central States Bankruptcy Workshops and is listed in The Best Lawyers in 
America. Mr. Powlen received both his A.B. and his J.D. from Harvard College.

Hon. Mark A. Randon is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Michigan in Detroit, 
appointed in 2014. Previously, Judge Randon served as a Magistrate Judge for the U.S. District 
Court for the Eastern District of Michigan and was appointed to the 36 District Court, where he 
served from 2001-09. Judge Randon is a member of the Michigan State Bar, the Federal Bar As-
sociation, the Association of Black Judges of Michigan and ABI. He received his bachelor’s degree 
from Michigan State University in 1989 and his J.D. from the University of Michigan Law School 
in 1992.
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Claire Ann Resop is a partner in the Madison, Wis., office of Steinhilber Swanson & Resop, where 
she concentrates her practice in bankruptcy, real estate, and commercial and claim litigation. She 
has served on ABI’s Board of Directors, was appointed to the panel of chapter 7 trustees for the 
Western District of Wisconsin from 2004-11, and was formerly a member of the National Associa-
tion of Bankruptcy Trustees’ New Trustee Advisory Committee. She is also past chair of the State 
Bar of Wisconsin’s Bankruptcy, Insolvency and Creditors’ Rights Section and serves as co-chair of 
its Legislative Committee. Ms. Resop formerly served as chair of both ABI’s Central States Bank-
ruptcy Workshop advisory board and the State Bar of Wisconsin’s Convention Committee, and 
she was a member of the Ethics Committee for the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees. 
In 2005, she was recognized as one of the “Top 25 Female Super Lawyers,” and has been named a 
“Super Lawyer” in Law & Politics and Milwaukee Magazine since 2005. Ms. Resop received her 
B.A. from Marquette University in 1987 and her J.D. from the University of Wisconsin in 1993.

Karen L. Rowse-Oberle is a partner with the law firm of Butler, Butler & Rowse-Oberle, P.L.L.C. 
in Saint Clair Shores, Mich., where she specializes in consumer bankruptcy and creditors’ rights. 
She currently represents more than 80 financial institutions in bankruptcy matters. Ms. Rowse-
Oberle is Board Certified in Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification 
and has been rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell every year since 2010. She is a member 
of the State Bar of Michigan, the Federal Bar of the Eastern District of Michigan and ABI, and is 
a former board member of the Consumer Bankruptcy Association. Ms. Rowse-Oberle received her 
B.A. in political science and history from Capital University in Columbus, Ohio, in 1985 and her 
J.D. from the Thomas M. Cooley Law School in 1988.

Hon. Walter Shapero is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Michigan in Detroit, 
appointed in July 1988. After clerking for a Michigan Supreme Court Justice, Judge Shapero en-
tered private practice with Shapero, Shapero and Cohn, which merged to eventually become Butzel 
Long. He has served in a number of local community and national organizations, including the 
Detroit Metropolitan Bar Association Foundation. He has also taught at the law schools of the Uni-
versity of Detroit and Wayne State University. Judge Shapero received his A.B. from the University 
of Michigan in 1951 and his LL.B. from the University of Virginia Law School, where he served as 
a member of the editorial board of the Virginia Law Review.

John A. Simon is a partner with Foley & Lardner LLP in the Firm’s Bankruptcy & Business Re-
organizations Practice in Detroit, where he focuses his practice on national corporate restructuring, 
insolvency and bankruptcy matters, and mergers and acquisitions. He frequently represents debtors 
in possession, creditors’ committees, buyers and sellers of companies, borrowers, shareholders, 
customers, suppliers and other constituents in complex high-stakes troubled-company situations. 
Some of Mr. Simon’s representative engagements include the nation’s largest honey distributor as a 
chapter 11 debtor, achieving an exit from bankruptcy and a transition to a new private-equity owner 
within 90 days after filing under a pre-negotiated chapter 11 plan. He also represented automotive 
suppliers as debtor’s counsel in their chapter 11 reorganizations, a private-equity-backed purchaser 
in its acquisition of a high-technology energy grid power management company in a § 363 sale in 
the Western District of Texas, and mergers and acquisitions counsel to a $1B publicly traded inter-
national fashion company, including in transactions across the U.S. and cross-border acquisitions in 
Mexico and Canada. In addition, he represented the city of Detroit in its chapter 9 bankruptcy case 
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with respect to disputed claims. Mr. Simon received his Bachelor’s degree in English from Amherst 
Colleg in 1997 and his J.D. from Boston University School of Law in 2000.

Jason P. Smalarz is an associate with Gold Lange & Majoros, P.C. in Southfield, Mich., where his 
practice focuses primarily on representing debtors, creditors and trustees in all consumer bankrupt-
cy matters. He also focuses on small business bankruptcy and bankruptcy litigation, as well as state 
court collection and workout matters. Mr. Smalarz is admitted to practice in the state of Michigan 
and the U.S. Bankruptcy and District Courts for the Eastern District of Michigan. He is a member of 
ABI and the Consumer Bankruptcy Association, and was named a “Rising Star” by Michigan Super 
Lawyers from 2013-15. Mr. Smalarz received his B.B.A. cum laude with a concentration in finan-
cial analysis from the State University of New York at Buffalo in 2003, his M.B.A. from Wayne 
State University in 2006 and his J.D. from the University of Detroit Mercy School of Law in 2007.

Sheldon L. Solow is a partner with and co-chair of Kaye Scholer’s Professional Ethics Committee 
in Chicago. He has represented a wide variety of constituencies, including secured lenders, pur-
chasers of businesses, bondholders, fiduciaries, special litigation committees and debtors, as well as 
individual clients. He also served as trustee for Midway Airlines, Inc. Mr. Solow was appointed by 
Hon. Robert Ginsberg as legal representative for the class of unknown malpractice claimants in In 
re Provident Hospital. A frequent lecturer, he has lectured on bankruptcy-related topics to numer-
ous groups, including the American Bankers Association, the Association of Insolvency Accoun-
tants and the Senior Forum for Bank Examiners of the Federal Reserve Board. He also served on the 
avoiding powers subcommittee of the Bankruptcy Reform Commission. Mr. Solow is an instructor 
at Harvard Law School’s Trial Advocacy Workshop and an adjunct professor at Loyola University 
School of Law in Chicago, and has authored or co-authored “Can Lenders Prevent LLC Bankruptcy 
Filings? A Recent Decision Highlights the Debate,” Banking Law Journal, March 2011; “Bankrupt-
cy Litigation: A Secured Creditor’s Perspective,” Trial Diplomacy Journal, Summer 1988, “Trust-
ees Avoiding Powers” in the 1990 edition of the Illinois Institute for Continuing Legal Education’s 
Bankruptcy Handbook; and “Redemptions from Failed Hedge Funds: How Should They Be Treated 
by Courts?,” BNA, Inc. Securities Regulation & Law report, Dec. 17, 2007. He is a former chair of 
the Chicago Bar Association’s Bankruptcy and Reorganization Committee. Mr. Solow received his 
B.A. in political science in 1972 and his J.D. from Harvard Law School in 1975.

Thomas E. Springer is a member and attorney with Springer Brown, LLC in Wheaton, Ill. He 
was also appointed to the Panel of Chapter 7 Trustees for the Northern District of Illinois, Eastern 
Division in 2000 and has been serving since that time. Mr. Springer has served as court-appointed 
trustee, examiner and receiver and regularly represents trustees, receivers and examiners in both 
federal and state court. His law practice concentrates exclusively in the areas of bankruptcy and debt 
resolution on behalf of debtors, creditors and trustees in all chapters of bankruptcy and bankruptcy-
related law, chapter 7, 11, 12 and 13 debtor and creditor representation, commercial bankruptcy rep-
resentation, bankruptcy and commercial litigation, commercial and consumer workouts and struc-
tured settlements, assignments for benefit of creditors, bankruptcy appeals and bankruptcy trustee 
representation, with special emphasis on Chicago suburb legal needs. Mr. Springer is an author and 
contributing speaker for ABI, Region 11 U.S. Trustee Conferences, Illinois Institute for Continuing 
Legal Education, Illinois Credit Union League, USFN Legal Issues Seminar, REOMAC Annual 
Bankruptcy and Practice seminar, Strategies for Consumer Bankruptcy Trustees: Leading Lawyers 
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on Analyzing the Role of the Trustee in the Bankruptcy Process (Thomson Reuters/Aspatore, 2012) 
and the DuPage County Bar Association Bankruptcy Committee, of which he is a former chair. He 
is a member of the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees, ABI and the American Bar Asso-
ciation, and is admitted to the Illinois State Bar, the Northern District of Illinois, the Seventh Circuit 
U.S. Court of Appeals and the U.S. Supreme Court. Mr. Springer receieved his B.A. from Purdue 
University in 1984 and his J.D.from DePaul University College of Law in 1991, where he was a 
member of the DePaul Business Law Journal.

Hon. John H. Squires is Of Counsel with Springer Brown in Wheaton Ill., and a retired U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Judge. He is an experienced mediator and expert witness, as well as an adjunct professor at 
DePaul University College of Law and the John Marshall Law School. Prior to taking the bench, 
Judge Squires was a partner at Brown, Hay & Stephens and a bankruptcy trustee for the Springfield, 
Ill., district. A frequent lecturer, he is admitted to practice in Illinois and before the U.S. Tax Court. 
Judge Squires received his A.B. cum laude in politcial science in 1968 and his J.D from the Univ-
eristy of Illinois College of Law in 1994.

Alexander Terras is a partner with Reed Smith LLP’s Financial Industry Group in Chicago, where 
he focuses his practice on commercial restructuring and bankruptcy, particularly insolvency, cor-
porate finance and general business transactions. He represents commercial finance companies and 
banks in portfolio administration matters, including workouts, insolvency, litigation, loan docu-
mentation, due diligence, risk management and accounting standards compliance. Mr. Terras has 
served as first chair in several jury trials and more than 40 bench trials, and as lender’s lead counsel 
in closing more than 100 substantial transactions. He also speaks regularly on a variety of finance 
issues. Mr. Terras received his J.D. from DePaul University College of Law.

Sheryl L. Toby is co-chair of Dykema Gossett PLLC’s Bankruptcy and Corporate Restructuring 
Group in Bloomfield Hills, Mich., and has more than 25 years of experience in numerous significant 
bankruptcy cases throughout the country. She is also a member of the Automotive and Manufactur-
ing Industry Group and regularly advises manufacturing entities working with purchasing groups 
and in-house legal and management to address day-to-day challenges that intersect operational 
and legal issues, including supply terms and conditions, stop-ship and other litigation threats, and 
addressing financially troubled supplier issues that can threaten operations. Ms. Toby served on 
ABI’s Board of Directors, co-chaired ABI’s Commercial Fraud Task Force and chaired ABI’s Cen-
tral States Bankruptcy Workshop. She is founder and former chair of the Michigan Network of 
the International Women’s Insolvency Restructuring Confederation and vice chair for the Use and 
Disposition of Property Subcommittee of the Business Bankruptcy Committee of the American Bar 
Association, and was an advisory committee member for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court Eastern Dis-
trict of Michigan. Ms. Toby has been named in The Best Lawyers in America, has been designated a 
“Michigan Super Lawyer” in Bankruptcy & Creditor/Debtor Rights by Law & Politics, is listed in 
the Martindale-Hubbell Bar Register of Preeminent Women Lawyers, and was selected to Crain’s 
Detroit Business “40 Under 40” list. She received her B.A.from Michigan State University and her 
J.D. cum laude from Wayne State University.

Hon. Thomas J. Tucker is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Michigan in De-
troit, appointed on March 21, 2003. Following law school, Judge Tucker clerked for Hon. Albert J. 
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Engel of the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals. He then entered private practice for 20 years with the 
law firm of Cooper & Walinski, L.P.A. of Toledo, Ohio, where he focused on commercial litigation 
involving bankruptcy, Uniform Commercial Code and contract-dispute matters. He received his 
B.A.summa cum laude from the University of Toledo and his J.D. cum laude from Harvard Law 
School, where he served as an editor of the Harvard Civil Rights-Civil Liberties Law Review.

Daniel J. Weiner is co-founder of Schafer and Weiner, PLLC in Bloomfield Hills, Mich., and has 
litigated complex cases for multinational automotive suppliers, publicly traded retailers, gaming 
conglomerates and developers. He is a contributing author for the Turnaround Management Asso-
ciation’s Journal of Corporate Renewal, co-author for The Institute of Continuing Legal Education 
(Litigation in Bankruptcy Court, Handling Consumer and Small Business Bankruptcies in Michi-
gan 2009), co-author for the Collier Bankruptcy Practice Guide (Partnership and Partner Bank-
ruptcies 2006), contributing author to Bankruptcy and Its Impact on LLC Membership Interests, 
published by The Institute of Continuing Legal Education, and co-author for the Michigan Business 
Law Journal. Mr. Weiner received his B.A. from Michigan State University Honors College with 
high honors in 1977 and his J.D. from Hofstra University School of Law in 1980.

Hon. Mary Ann Whipple serves as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Ohio in 
Toledo. She has also served a term on the Sixth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel. Before her ap-
pointment as a bankruptcy judge, she practiced law for 20 years as a commercial, bankruptcy and 
employment litigator with Fuller & Henry Ltd. in Toledo. Judge Whipple is admitted to practice in 
Ohio and Michigan and before the U.S. Supreme Court, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit 
and the U.S. District Courts for the Northern District of Ohio and the Eastern District of Michigan. 
She also teaches creditor/debtor law as a part-time faculty member at the University of Toledo Col-
lege of Law. Judge Whipple received the 2008 Toledo Bar Association Community Service Award 
and is also a master in and the immediate past president of The Morrison R. Waite Chapter of the 
American Inns of Court Foundation. She received her A.B. in Russian studies from the University 
of Michigan in 1977 and her J.D. from Stanford Law School in 1981

Jennifer P. Wolff is a shareholder in the Corporate Practice Group of Godfrey & Kahn, S.C. in 
Milwaukee, where she focuses on secured lending and other commercial financing transactions, 
mergers and acquisitions and general corporate matters. She represents both lenders and borrowers 
in structuring, negotiating and implementing secured and unsecured financing transactions, includ-
ing acquisition and working-capital financings, leveraged buyouts and mezzanine financings, term 
loan, revolving loan and letter-of-credit facilities, asset-based financings, and senior and subordi-
nated debt transactions. Ms. Wolff received her B.A from the University of North Dakota and her 
J.D from Marquette University Law School.

Scott A. Wolfson is an attorney at Wolfson Bolton PLLC in Troy, Mich., where he focuses on 
bankruptcy and insolvency law, debtors’ and creditors’ rights, commercial litigation and work-
outs. His clients include original equipment manufacturers, tier one and sub-tier suppliers, trade 
creditors, distressed companies, debtors, trustees, receivers, lenders and other secured creditors, 
landlords, tenants, asset-purchasers, lessors, preference and fraudulent transfer defendants and un-
secured creditors’ committees Mr. Wolfson has extensive experience representing original equip-
ment manufacturers and suppliers, including ensuring the continuity of supply from nonperform-
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ing, financially distressed or bankrupt suppliers. His expertise is in representing customers in the 
enforcement of their contract rights with suppliers in both state and federal courts. Mr. Wolfson has 
extensive experience litigating lien disputes under Michigan’s Special Tools Lien Act and Molder’s 
Lien Act. He advises secured creditors in all aspects of loan workouts and restructurings, including 
creditors’ rights representation, and represents financially distressed companies restructuring in and 
out of court. He also represents purchasers of assets in bankruptcy and similar state court proceed-
ings, including litigation of sale procedures and disputes. Mr. Wolfson is a certified mediator and 
has mediated preference, fraudulent conveyance and commercial disputes, members of boards of 
directors, and corporate officers in breach-of-fiduciary-duty and derivative litigation. He also has 
criminal jury trial experience as defense counsel and as a former prosecutor for the Keweenaw Bay 
Indian Community. Mr. Wolfson received his B.A. from Michigan State University’s James Madi-
son College in 1992 and his J.D. cum laude from the University of Minnesota Law School in 1995.

Barbara L. Yong is a partner with Golan & Christie, LLP in Chicago, where she focuses her prac-
tice on commercial litigation, reorganization and bankruptcy. She represents both debtors and credi-
tors in chapter 7, 11 and 13 proceedings, and her representative clients have included individual and 
corporate debtors, banks, equipment leasing companies, trustees and receivers. She has also tried 
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