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A. Todd Almassian is a partner with Keller & Almassian, PLC in Grand Rapids, Mich., and rep-
resents debtors and creditors in consumer and commercial bankruptcy matters. He is a member of 
the Grand Rapids Bar Association (for which he served as treasurer from 2011-13), the State Bar of 
Michigan, the Federal Bar Association for the Western District of Michigan (for which he served 
as chairman of its Bankruptcy Section from 2008-10) and ABI. Mr. Almassian is Board Certified in 
Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification and has served as an expert wit-
ness in bankruptcy cases. He is listed in the 2011-15 editions of The Best Lawyers in America for 
Bankruptcy and Creditor-Debtor Rights Law and as its 2016 Grand Rapids Bankruptcy and Creditor 
Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law “Lawyer of the Year.” Mr. Almassian received 
his B.A from Michigan State University in 1993 and his J.D. from the University of Detroit Mercy 
School of Law in 1996.

Thomas D. Anthony is a member of Frost Brown Todd in Cincinnati and chairs the firm’s Health 
Care Industry Practice. He focuses his practice on health care, corporate transactions, regulatory, 
and joint ventures. Mr. Anthony provides advice on Stark, anti-kickback and all other health care 
regulatory matters. He is counsel to hospitals regarding clinically integrated networks, medical staff 
bylaws, physician relations, acquisition of medical groups, corporate governance, acquisitions of 
outpatient and ancillary facilities, strategic alliances and joint ventures, the establishment of provider-
based facilities, executive employment agreements, Medicare compliance, contracting and employ-
ment matters. He also represents several senior living owners and operators in mergers/acquisitions, 
regulatory, patient rights and financings. Previously, Mr. Anthony was CEO PacifiCare of Ohio, Inc., 
PacifiCare Senior Leadership Council, PacifiCare Health Services Council, and PacifiCare of Ohio 
Board of Directors (1998-2001). He was also a former executive vice-president, chief legal officer 
and secretary of ChoiceCare, formerly Greater Cincinnati’s largest health maintenance organization. 
Mr. Anthony received his B.S. in 1974 from Miami University and his J.D. in 1977 from Case West-
ern Reserve University School of Law.

Joel D. Applebaum is co-practice group leader of Clark Hill PLC’s Corporate Restructuring and 
Bankruptcy Practice Group in Birmingham, Mich., where he concentrates his practice in the areas 
of bankruptcy and corporate reorganization, creditors’ rights, commercial law, and related litigation 
and appeals. He has represented debtors, creditor and equity committees, customers and vendors, 
purchasers of distressed assets, and trustees in and outside of Michigan, and has argued cases in the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the First, Third and Sixth Circuits, including United Food & Commercial 
Workers Union v. Almac’s Inc. (In re Almac’s Inc.), 90 F.3d 1 (1st Cir. 1996), and Bayer Corp. v. Mas-
coTech Inc. (In re Autostyle Plastics Inc.), 269 F.3d 726 (6th Cir. 2001). He is also experienced in 
state law creditors’ rights procedures, including assignments for the benefit of creditors, receiverships 
and trust mortgages. A Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and member of the Michigan, 
Washington, New York and Federal Bar Associations, Mr. Applebaum is a past co-chair of the State 
Bar of Michigan’s Creditors’ Rights Committee. He has authored numerous articles on bankruptcy 
and creditors’ rights topics for various continuing legal education organizations, and is a co-author 
of the chapter on creditors’ committees for the multi-volume bankruptcy treatise Chapter 11 Theory 
and Practice: A Guide to Reorganization, published by LRP Publications. Mr. Applebaum received 
his B.A. with honors from Michigan State University in 1979 and his J.D. with honors from Wayne 
State University Law School in 1983.
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Allison R. Bach is a member of Dickinson Wright PLLC in Detroit, where she advises and repre-
sents companies and lenders in out-of-court workouts and restructurings, bankruptcy proceedings and 
distressed M&A transactions. She was one of Dickinson Wright attorneys representing the State of 
Michigan during the historic City of Detroit bankruptcy case, including being part of the team that 
negotiated and drafted the “Grand Bargain” that was instrumental in Detroit’s restructuring, and she 
continues to advise the Detroit Financial Review Commission post-bankruptcy. Additionally, she 
represented the Ad Hoc Consortium of Consignment Vendors in the Family Christian Stores chapter 
11 bankruptcy case and has represented secured lenders in numerous bankruptcy court proceedings, 
including cash collateral DIP financing, relief from stay and contested confirmation hearings. Ms. 
Bach has been recognized in Super Lawyers (2010-17) and is a member of the State Bar of Michigan, 
the Federal Bar Association and the Turnaround Management Association. She received her B.A. 
from the University of Michigan, her M.S. from Cleveland State University Levin College of Urban 
Affairs, and her J.D. from Wayne State University Law School.

Robert N. Bassel is a practitioner in Clinton, Mich., who focuses on the representation of business 
debtors in insolvency matters. He also has extensive experience in representing lenders, committees, 
shareholders and creditors. Mr. Bassel has taught bankruptcy and commercial law at the University 
of Detroit-Mercy School of Law and advanced bankruptcy at Wayne State University Law School. 
Previously, he clerked for Chief Bankruptcy Judge Burton Perlman in the Southern District of Ohio. 
Mr. Bassel earned both his B.A. and his J.D. from the University of Virginia.

Mark A. Bogdanowicz a shareholder at Howard & Howard Attorneys PLLC in Peoria, Ill., and regu-
larly represents secured creditors in chapter 11 and chapter 12 bankruptcy cases. He has successfully 
navigated secured creditors through sales of debtors’ assets in bankruptcy, including situations in 
which the secured creditor was the ultimate buyer of the assets. He has also represented secured lend-
ers in drafting agricultural loan agreements, negotiating plans of reorganization and cash collateral 
orders, and litigating valuation of collateral related to secured claims. Mr. Bogdanowicz is a member 
of ABI and serves on the Advisory Board of ABI’s Central States Bankruptcy Workshop. From 2008-
15, he served on the ABI’s Labor and Employment Committee, which he co-chaired from 2014-15. 
Mr. Bogdanowicz is a coordinating editor for the ABI Journal and is a regular contributor. Among his 
most recently published articles on bankruptcy and bankruptcy-related subjects are “Fixing Our In-
frastructure May Require Fixing the Bankruptcy Code: Preference Actions Threaten Municipal Con-
tractors,” ABI Journal, Vol. XXXV, No. 9, September 2016 (with Lisa Gretchko), and “Legal Rights 
and Economic Realities: The Uncertain State of Public Pensions After Stockton,” ABI Journal, Vol. 
XXXIV, No. 2, February 2015. Mr. Bogdanowicz is admitted to practice before the state courts of 
Illinois, Indiana and Tennessee, as well as the Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals, the Federal District 
Courts for the Northern, Central and Southern Districts of Illinois, the Eastern District of Michigan, 
the Northern and Southern Districts of Indiana and the Middle District of Tennessee. He received his 
A.B. cum laude, from Harvard University in 1995 and his J.D. from Vanderbilt University School of 
Law in 2000, where he was the articles editor of the Vanderbilt Law Review.

Hon. James W. Boyd is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Michigan in Grand Rap-
ids, appointed in May 2014, and presides over bankruptcy matters in Grand Rapids and Traverse City. 
Prior to his appointment, he was a partner in the law firm of Kuhn, Darling, Boyd and Quandt PLC 
in Traverse City, Mich., where he practiced in the areas of bankruptcy law and commercial litigation. 
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From 1988-2014, he served as a chapter 7 panel trustee and as a chapter 11 operating and liquida-
tion trustee in many cases. While a trustee, he served on the board of directors of the National As-
sociation of Bankruptcy Trustees from 1999-2013 and was the president of that organization in 2010. 
Judge Boyd has extensive trustee and receivership experience in both chapter 7 and chapter 11 cases 
involving a wide variety of industries. He has also served as an operating and liquidating receiver 
under Michigan law for numerous entities. Judge Boyd is a contributing author to ICLE’s Handling 
Consumer and Small Business Bankruptcies. He is a member of the Federal Bar Association and ABI, 
and is a frequent speaker. Judge Boyd received his J.D. from the Thomas M. Cooley Law School.

Wendy D. Brewer is a partner with JensenBrewer, LLC in Fishers, Ind., practices in the areas of 
business bankruptcy and restructuring, commercial foreclosure, bankruptcy and commercial litiga-
tion, loan documentation, contract drafting and analysis, and providing general counsel advice for 
both small and large businesses. She has a long history of representing banks and borrowers, creditors 
and debtors, and businesses and business owners, in all aspects of workout and restructuring matters. 
Ms. Brewer is a member of ABI, the Seventh Circuit, Indianapolis and Indiana State Bar Associa-
tions, and the Indiana Association for Corporate Renewal (IACR) (for which she is president of its 
board of directors). She is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of 
Certification, has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America from 2010-17 and is a recipient of its 
2016 Indianapolis Mortgage Banking Foreclosure Law “Lawyer of the Year” designation, and has 
been listed in Indiana Super Lawyers from 2008-13 and 2015-17, in Indiana Super Lawyers “Top 25 
Women Lawyers,” in 2010, 2012, 2013, 2016 and 2017, in Indiana Super Lawyers “Top 50 Indiana 
Lawyers” in 2017 and in the Indianapolis Business Journal’s Forty Under 40 Class of 2011, and is 
a Distinguished Fellow of the Indianapolis Bar Foundation. Ms. Brewer received her B.A. magna 
cum laude from Florida State University in 1992 and her J.D. in 1995 with high honors from Florida 
State University College of Law, where she was an associate editor of the Journal of Land Use and 
Environmental Law and a member of the Order of the Coif.

Kayla D. Britton is an attorney with the law firm of Faegre Baker Daniels LLP in Indianapolis, 
where she focuses her practice on businesses in financial distress. She represents debtors and credi-
tors in and out of bankruptcy and is experienced in business reorganization, restructuring and liq-
uidation. She also represents companies in creditors’ rights or commercial or sale transactions. Ms. 
Britton is a member of the Indianapolis Bar Association’s Commercial & Bankruptcy Law Section, 
the Indiana State Bar Association’s Bankruptcy & Creditors’ Rights Section, ABI, Executive Women 
in Finance, and the Indianapolis chapter of National Association of Women Business Owners. She 
received her B.A. from Purdue University and her J.D. summa cum laude from Indiana University 
Robert H. McKinney School of Law.

Marc J. Brown, CFA is a managing director in the Chicago office of AlixPartners, LLP and has 20 
years of experience encompassing a variety of engagements with a focus on restructuring and valu-
ation consulting. He has analyzed damages for litigation purposes and provided expert testimony, 
advised companies and creditors operating in chapter 11 and workout situations, assessed corporate 
solvency and avoidance actions, and lenders, investors, law firms, government agencies, and public 
and private companies. Mr. Brown has valued hundreds of companies and assets for bankruptcies, 
reorganizations, distressed situations, mergers and acquisitions, divestitures, litigation, financial re-
porting, employee stock ownership plans, and strategic and tax planning purposes. He has also valued 
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debt instruments, warrants, options, preferred stock, limited-partnership interests, intangible assets 
and intellectual property. In addition to his consulting experience, he has worked as an investment 
banker and an investment analyst at leveraged credit hedge fund. Mr. Brown is a Chartered Finan-
cial Analyst charterholder and a member of the CFA institute, the CFA Society of Chicago, ABI, the 
Turnaround Management Association and the Business Valuation Association. He has presented to 
diverse audiences on a variety of valuation and financial topics. Mr. Brown received his B.S. with 
high honors from the University of Illinois and his M.B.A. with honors from the University of Chi-
cago Graduate School of Business with concentrations in accounting, finance and strategy.

Saskia N. Bryan is a partner with Latimer LeVay Fyock LLC in Chicago, where she practices primar-
ily as a commercial litigator, but specializes in employment law and the niche practice of representing 
student loan guarantors in bankruptcy. She represents both employers and employees in litigation, but 
also provides counsel to resolve disputes and address employment issues prior to litigation. Ms. Bry-
an’s practice also includes corporate transactional work, particularly in the area of employment, such 
as restrictive covenant agreements, compensation polices and handbooks. As a general litigator, she 
has handled a wide range of commercial disputes, from contractual actions to tortious interference 
to fiduciary duty claims. Ms. Bryan regularly represents creditors in all aspects of chapter 7, chapter 
11 and chapter 13 bankruptcy cases, including evidentiary hearings on the valuation of real estate 
as well as adversary trials seeking a finding of nondischargeability. She has either tried or resolved 
over a dozen student loan undue-hardship adversary matters. Ms. Bryan received her undergraduate 
degree from the University of North Carolina at Asheville and her J.D. from Northwestern University 
School of Law.

Hon. Donald R. Cassling is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois in Chicago, 
sworn in on Jan. 18, 2012. Prior to his appointment, he was a partner at Jenner & Block and at Quarles 
& Brady in Chicago, where he had a national practice in commercial and patent-infringe-ment law, 
as well as bankruptcy litigation, and represented chapter 11 debtors in possession, creditors’ commit-
tees, individual creditors and chapter 11 trustees. Upon graduation from law school, he clerked for 
Chief Judge John R. Brown of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit before returning to Chi-
cago to practice law. Judge Cassling has written and lectured extensively on the UCC, banking law 
and commercial litigation and has testified as an expert witness on the Illinois UCC. From 2003-11, 
Judge Cassling wrote “Banking Briefs,” a banking litigation column for The Banking Law Journal, 
and served as a member of its board of editors. He has also participated as a faculty member for the 
National Institute of Trial Advocacy and was selected as an Illinois Super Lawyer from 2009-12. 
Judge Cassling earned his A.B. from Duke University and his J.D. from the University of Chicago 
Law School, where he was an editor of the University of Chicago Law Review.

Susan M. Cook is a partner in the law firm of Warner Norcross & Judd LLP in its Midland and 
Southfield, Mich., offices. She has more than 35 years of experience in the areas of bankruptcy, 
business reorganization, commercial litigation and business transactions. Ms. Cook has represented 
debtors and in a wide range of businesses, including hotels, hospitals, automotive suppliers, restau-
rants and retailers. In addition, she has represented numerous tier I and tier II suppliers in all of the 
major automotive bankruptcy proceedings. Ms. Cook served as special assistant attorney general 
for the Michigan Gaming Control Board in the Greektown Casino cases and as special assistant at-
torney general for the State of Michigan in the City of Detroit’s chapter 9 bankruptcy case. She has 
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represented clients in bankruptcy courts across the country and is on the mediation panel for the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of Michigan. Ms. Cook has spoken on numerous topics at 
many seminars in Michigan. She has consistently been named in The Best Lawyers in America and 
as a Super Lawyer since 2006, in which she was named one of the top 50 super lawyers in the State 
of Michigan. Ms. Cook was inducted as a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy in March 
2015 and received the Federal Bar Association’s Barbara J. Rom Award for Excellence in Bankruptcy 
in 2016. She received her B.A. from Alma College in 1971 and her J.D. cum laude from Thomas M. 
Cooley Law School in 1979.

Elliot G. Crowder is an attorney with Stevenson & Bullock, PLC in Southfield, Mich. He became a 
member of the State Bar of Michigan in 2011, the New York State Bar Association in 2011 and the 
New Jersey State Bar Association in 2012. Mr. Crowder is an ABI member and is admitted to practice 
in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Michigan. He received his B.S. from Syracuse 
University in 2006 and his J.D. from the University of Detroit-Mercy School of Law in 2010.

Scott B. Davis is a partner in the Corporate Advisory and Restructuring Services practice of Grant 
Thornton LLP in Charlotte, N.C. He has more than 30 years of consulting experience assisting orga-
nizations in transition in the areas of strategic change, restructuring, operational and performance im-
provement, business planning, cash-flow forecasting, litigation and forensics. Mr. Davis’s consulting 
experience includes turnaround, workout and restructuring, strategic positioning and alignment, merg-
ers and acquisitions, performance improvement and working-capital-management improvement. His 
operational and consulting experience includes interim management, developing and implementing 
strategic business plans, establishing budgeting and forecasting tools, improving cash management 
and liquidity, financing negotiations, revenue enhancement, cost reduction, identifying and disposing 
of non-core business segments, and negotiating acquisitions and dispositions. In addition, he has pro-
vided forensic and litigation assistance, and has served as an expert on a wide variety of matters. Mr. 
Davis’s industry experience includes health care providers and payors, higher education, transporta-
tion, manufacturing, distribution, retail and electric and gas generation, transmission and distribution. 
He has been published and spoken on a variety of topics for the American Bar Association, ABI, the 
Healthcare Financial Management Association and the North Carolina Bar Association. Mr. Davis is 
a CIRA and CPA. He received his B.S. from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where 
he was a Morehead Scholar.

Thomas D. DeCarlo is a staff attorney at the office of David Wm. Ruskin, the standing chapter 13 
trustee for the Eastern District of Michigan in Southfield, Mich. He has practiced in the areas of 
bankruptcy and creditors’ rights and has represented debtors, creditors, committees and other parties-
in-interest in chapter 7, 11 and 13 bankruptcy proceedings in cases throughout the southeastern U.S. 
He is also an adjunct professor of bankruptcy law at the Thomas Cooley School of Law in Ann Arbor, 
Mich., and previously served as the adjunct professor of bankruptcy law at Ave Maria University Col-
lege of Law, also in Ann Arbor. Mr. DeCarlo is a member of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court and District 
Court for the Eastern District of Michigan, as well as the Sixth and Seventh U.S. Circuit Courts of 
Appeals. He is a frequent writer and speaker on bankruptcy and related topics for ABI, the Institute 
for Continuing Legal Education of the State Bar of Michigan, and the National Association of Chap-
ter 13 Trustees. Mr. DeCarlo received his B.G.S. from the University of Michigan and his J.D. magna 
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cum laude from Stetson University College of Law, where he was the editor-in-chief of the Stetson 
Law Review.

Daniel A. DeMarco is a partner with Hahn Loeser & Parks LLP in Cleveland and co-chair of its Com-
mercial Services and Restructuring Area. He has extensive experience representing secured lenders, 
mortgagees, equipment lessors, purchasers of assets, landlords, vendors, licensors and licensees, of-
ficial committees of unsecured creditors, chapter 11 trustees, corporate debtors, parties in preference 
and fraudulent-transfer litigation, and other parties in interest in reorganization proceedings. He also 
frequently represents such parties in out-of-court workouts and restructurings. Mr. DeMarco is listed 
in The Best Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy and Creditor-Debtor Rights Law and by Chambers 
USA as a “Leader in the Field” among bankruptcy lawyers. He also has been named an “Ohio Super 
Lawyer” by Law & Politics magazine. Mr. DeMarco is a member of the American Bar Association’s 
Litigation Section and the Cleveland Bar Association’s Bankruptcy and Commercial Law Section. 
He also is a member of ABI and a former co-chair of its Health Care Committee, and he serves as 
vice president and president-elect of the Ohio Chapter of the Turnaround Management Association. 
He is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law from the American Board of Certification and is 
a member of its board of directors. Mr. DeMarco received his B.A. in economics from the University 
of Chicago Phi Beta Kappa and his J.D. from the University of Michigan Law School.

Shelly A. DeRousse is co-leader of the Bankruptcy and Financial Restructuring Practice Group at 
Freeborn & Peters LLP in Chicago, where her practice focuses on bankruptcy, restructuring, litigation 
and asset sales. She also has extensive creditors’ rights experience, including regularly representing 
official committees of unsecured creditors in chapter 11 cases throughout the U.S., as well as banks 
and other financial institutions in bankruptcy cases, out-of-court workouts of borrowers’ loans, and 
assignments for the benefit of creditors. She also represents companies and high-earning individuals 
in their bankruptcies or workout negotiations with their lenders and other creditors. Ms. DeRousse 
works every side of bankruptcies and workouts, including the representation of debtors, secured 
creditors, unsecured creditors, lessors, lessees, guarantors, trustees and creditors’ committees. In ad-
dition, she has taught a law school course on secured transactions under Article 9 of the Uniform 
Commercial Code at DePaul University College of Law. Ms. DeRousse received her B.S. from Illi-
nois State University and her J.D. from DePaul University College of Law, where she was a member 
of the Order of the Coif; received the CALI Excellence for the Future Award and was an associate 
editor of the DePaul Law Review.

Frank W. DiCastri is an attorney with Husch Blackwell LLP in Milwaukee and a member of its 
Financial Services & Capital Markets Group, where he concentrates his practice on creditors’ rights, 
bankruptcy and commercial litigation. He has represented debtors, financial institutions, creditors’ 
committees, trustees, secured creditors and unsecured creditors in reorganization cases, liquidations, 
workouts, chapter 128 receiverships and other insolvency proceedings. Mr. DiCastri has also focused 
on litigation and trial work in matters involving sophisticated commercial transactions. He regularly 
presents on bankruptcy and insolvency issues. Prior to joining Husch Blackwell, he was a shareholder 
at Whyte Hirschboeck Dudek S.C., where he led the firm’s Business Restructuring, Creditors’ Rights 
& Bankruptcy team. Prior to that, he was a partner at an AmLaw 100 firm and served as law clerk to 
Hon. Jon P. Wilcox of the Supreme Court of Wisconsin. Mr. DiCastri is admitted to practice in courts 
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in Wisconsin, Illinois and Michigan. He received both his B.S. in 1994 and his J.D. in 1997 from the 
University of Wisconsin.

Daniel F. Dooley, CTP is a principal and CEO at Morris Anderson in Chicago, where he manages the 
firm’s distressed business consulting practice. He is an accomplished crisis manager, business opera-
tor and debt restructurer. Mr. Dooley has successfully managed numerous projects for middle-market 
companies and assumed dozens of interim management positions as CEO, CRO and CFO for client 
companies nationwide. During his career, he has negotiated numerous transactions involving debt 
restructuring, supplier accommodations and business sales. Mr. Dooley excels in the development 
and implementation of cost-reduction and restructuring plans, as well as restructuring negotiations 
between companies and their creditors. He educates company ownership and management on realis-
tic business plans, implementation of cost and liquidity improvements and effective end-game strate-
gies for clients. He also collaborates with management on issues related to turnaround, restructuring 
plans and business sales. Prior to joining Morris Anderson in 1997, Mr. Dooley served as an executive 
with several Fortune 500 manufacturers in both general-management and financial-management ca-
pacities, including Illinois Tool Works, an industrial manufacturer, and Allied Signal, an automotive 
electronics and aerospace manufacturer. In 2011, he was honored with the Turnaround Management 
Association’s “Turnaround of the Year - Small Company” award for Analytics, Inc., an independent 
research laboratory in St. Louis, Mo. He has also served on boards of directors and been a key advisor 
to corporations and nonprofit organizations. Mr. Dooley is a former board member and vice president 
of the International Turnaround Management Association, and a contributing author to The Chief Re-
structuring Officer’s Guide to Bankruptcy:Views fom Leading Insolvency Professionals (ABI 2013). 
He received his B.B.A. and M.B.A. in finance at the Carlson School of Management from the Uni-
versity of Minnesota in Minneapolis.

Conor B. Dugan is senior counsel in the appellate practice group of Warner Norcross & Judd LLP 
in Grand Rapids, Mich., and has a wealth of appellate experience at the state and federal level, suc-
cessfully representing clients in the U.S. Supreme Court, the Michigan Supreme Court, numerous 
federal courts of appeals and the Michigan Court of Appeals. In particular, he has briefed and/or 
argued cases in the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the First, Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, Ninth, 
Tenth, Eleventh and the Federal Circuits, including an argument before an en banc panel of the Ninth 
Circuit as well as several cases in the Michigan Court of Appeals. Before joining Warner Norcross 
& Judd, Mr. Dugan clerked for then-Judge Samuel A. Alito, Jr. on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Third Circuit, worked as an appellate litigator in the Civil Rights Division of the U.S. Department 
of Justice for nearly seven years, and served as counsel at an appellate and Supreme Court boutique 
firm in Washington, D.C. He also has significant trial experience, including serving as co-counsel for 
the federal government in two felony criminal prosecutions, both which resulted in convictions, and 
representing the state of South Carolina in its defense of its voter identification law. He is a graduate 
of Dartmouth College and Notre Dame Law School.

Robert M. Fishman is a member of Shaw Fishman Glantz & Towbin LLC in its Chicago office, 
where his practice is concentrated in debtor/creditor, bankruptcy and insolvency matters. He repre-
sents debtors, secured creditors, unsecured creditors, trustees, committees and litigants in bankruptcy 
cases across the country. He has also served as a mediator in numerous bankruptcy/insolvency dis-
putes. Mr. Fishman is a past ABI president and chairman and a Fellow of the American College of 
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Bankruptcy. He has been a regular faculty member of the faculty of the ABI/St. John’s University 
Law School Bankruptcy Mediation Training Program. Mr. Fishman served as the fee examiner in the 
City of Detroit’s chapter 9 case from 2013-15. He received his B.A. in 1976 from the University of 
Illinois, Champaign/Urbana and his J.D. in 1979 from George Washington University.

Hon. Catherine J. Furay is Chief Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Wisconsin in Eau 
Claire. Prior to her appointment, she practiced bankruptcy, commercial law and business litigation 
in Madison, Wis. Judge Furay is a frequent lecturer on bankruptcy, commercial law, ethics, marital 
property and litigation skills. She served as an adjunct faculty member at the University of Wisconsin 
Law School teaching lawyering skills for 21 years, and also served as an instructor in the general 
practice course. In addition to being co-author of Wisconsin Business Advisors Series: Collections & 
Bankruptcy Vol. 4 (Pinnacle Books), Judge Furay co-authored the Wisconsin Civil Litigation Forms 
Manual (Pinnacle Books). She is also the author of several articles on various bankruptcy, collection, 
marital property and litigation topics. Judge Furay has served on the Board of Governors and various 
committees of the State Bar of Wisconsin, including its Executive and Finance Committees. She is a 
member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, serving as the Seventh Circuit representa-
tive on the Board of Governors and as a member of the Finance Committee, and she has served on the 
NextGen and Technology Committees of NCBJ. Judge Furay is an ABI member and currently serves 
on the Education Advisory Committees for ABI’s Central States Bankruptcy Workshop and the Hon. 
Eugene R. Wedoff Seventh Circuit Consumer Bankruptcy Conference. She is also a member of the 
Turnaround Management Association and currently is president-elect of its Certification Oversight 
Committee. In addition, she is a member of the Bankruptcy Judges Advisory Group of the Admin-
istrative Office of the U.S. Courts. Judge Furay received her J.D. from the University of Wisconsin-
Madison Law School.

Matthew T. Gensburg is senior counsel with Dale & Gensburg, P.C. in Chicago, where he focuses 
his practice on bankruptcy, business reorganization and financial restructuring services. He represents 
debtors, secured and unsecured lenders, landlords and creditor committees in complex chapter 11 
cases and is an experienced litigator, representing both debtors and creditors in complicated commer-
cial litigation, including foreclosures, receiverships, avoidance actions and out-of-court workouts. He 
also represents parties in distressed transactions, including asset-purchasers, trade creditors, contrac-
tors and assignees for the benefit of creditors. Mr. Gensburg is an ABI member and a former advisory 
board chair of ABI’s Central States Bankruptcy Workshop, a former instructor at the American Bank-
ers Association’s National Commercial Lending School and Commercial Lending Graduate School, 
and a frequent lecturer, instructing loan officers and attorneys on the Bankruptcy Code and Uniform 
Commercial Code. He has been recognized in Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for Busi-
ness as one of the country’s leading bankruptcy and insolvency attorneys, has been designated an 
Illinois Super Lawyer for the past 10 years, has been recognized in The Best Lawyers in America for 
Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization law, received the Seventh 
Circuit Bar Association’s Pro Bono & Public Interest Service Award in 2014, and is listed in the Lead-
ing Lawyers Network for 2006-15. Mr. Gensburg received his B.B.A. in 1980 from the University of 
Michigan and his J.D. in 1983 from Emory University.

Rozanne M. Giunta is a partner in the law firm of Warner Norcross & Judd LLP in Midland, Mich., 
and focuses primarily in commercial law and bankruptcy She has nearly 40 years of experience, 
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and her practice includes the representation of debtors, creditors and creditors’ committees under all 
bankruptcy chapters and out-of-court workouts throughout Michigan, Delaware and New York. Ms. 
Giunta was inducted as a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy in 2011. She was also named 
a Super Lawyer in the bankruptcy area from 2006-16 and was also acknowledged in the The Best 
Lawyers in America in the debtor/creditors rights field. Ms. Giunta is a frequent lecturer for ABI, the 
Federal Bar Association and the State Bar of Michigan and Institute of Continuing Legal Education 
on debtor/creditor rights issues. She received her B.A. cum laude from Marygrove College in 1976 
and her J.D. from Loyola University School of Law.

Kristin K. Going is chair of Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP’s corporate restructuring practice in Wash-
ington, D.C., and is nationally known for her work representing financial institutions in their capacity 
as indenture trustee, collateral agent and administrative agent. She has in-depth knowledge of the 
bond industry and the regulations and laws that impact debt securities, as well as significant experi-
ence litigating issues related to debt securities in default situations. Ms. Going is a frequent speaker 
and has written numerous articles on bankruptcy issues. She has also been recognized as a top re-
structuring lawyer in the 2013 and 2014 editions of Super Lawyers. Ms. Going received her LL.M. in 
Bankruptcy from St. John’s University School of Law.

Joe Graham is a restructuring associate in Kirkland & Ellis LLP’s Chicago office, where his practice 
focuses on all aspects of corporate restructuring, bankruptcy and insolvency proceedings. His repre-
sentative matters include Goodman Networks Incorporated, LINN Energy LLC, Caesars Entertain-
ment Operating Co. Inc. and The Dolan Company. Mr. Graham is admitted to practice in Illinois. He 
received his B.A. in history in 2005 from the University of Notre Dame and his J.D. in 2011 magna 
cum laude from the University of Notre Dame Law School, where he was editor-in-chief of the Notre 
Dame Journal of Law, Ethics & Public Policy.

Hon. James D. Gregg is a retired U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Michigan and 
resides in Rockford, Mich. He was first appointed by the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals on June 
1, 1987, and in 2001 was reappointed to a second 14-year term. He served as Chief Judge from 
1997-2005 and then again from 2007-13. He retired in 2014. Previously, Judge Gregg specialized in 
commercial law, bankruptcy and corporate reorganizations and was a partner at Varnum, Riddering, 
Schmidt & Howlett. From 2004-07, Judge Gregg was on the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel for the 
Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals; he continues to serve on a pro tem basis. From 1997-99 and again in 
2001, he was a visiting judge in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of Florida. He 
was also a visiting judge for the Eastern District of Michigan from 1997-99 and from 2001-03, and 
taught at the Thomas Cooley Law School. Judge Gregg had served on ABI’s Board of Directors and 
was president, treasurer and at-large governor of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges. He 
received his undergraduate degree from Michigan State University, his graduate degree from Central 
Michigan University and his J.D. from Wayne State University.

Paul R. Hage is a partner with Jaffe Raitt Heuer & Weiss PC in Southfield, Mich., where he repre-
sents debtors, secured and unsecured creditors, creditors’ committees, asset-purchasers and trustees 
in insolvency proceedings nationwide. He is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the 
American Board of Certification and serves as an adjunct professor at the University of Michigan 
Law School. Mr. Hage frequently writes and speaks on bankruptcy issues for ABI, the American Bar 
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Association’s Business Bankruptcy Committee, the Norton Institutes on Bankruptcy Law, the State 
Bar of Michigan and the Turnaround Management Association. He is a past chair of ABI’s Unsecured 
Trade Creditors Committee and currently serves as the education director for ABI’s Technology and 
Intellectual Property Committee. He is also a coordinating editor for the ABI Journal. Mr. Hage re-
ceived his bachelor’s degree from James Madison College at Michigan State University, his J.D. from 
Loyola University Chicago School of Law and his LL.M. in bankruptcy from St. John’s University 
School of Law.

Terry E. Hall is a partner at Faegre Baker Daniels LLP in Indianapolis and concentrates her practice 
in representing business debtors, creditors’ committees and other constituencies in chapter 11 cases. 
She is also a member of the firm’s energy and environmental team and its food and agriculture team, 
and has represented renewable energy companies and commercial dairies in lending, developing and 
sale transactions. Ms. Hall is a registered civil mediator in Indiana and currently chairs the executive 
committee of the Commercial & Bankruptcy Law Section of the Indianapolis Bar Association. She 
received her B.A. magna cum laude from the University of Texas at Austin and her J.D. summa cum 
laude from Indiana University Robert H. McKinney School of Law.

Paula K. Jacobi is a capital partner in the Chicago office of Barnes & Thornburg LLP, where she 
is a member of the firm’s Finance, Insolvency and Restructuring and Litigation Departments. She 
has more than 30 years’ experience in virtually all areas of insolvency law including state, federal 
district and state and federal appellate courts litigation, reorganizations, out-of-court workouts and 
corporate counseling. She represents debtors, secured creditors, trustees, federal equity receivers, 
landlords, REITS and unsecured creditors. Ms. Jacobi’s insolvency work includes significant number 
of cases defending and prosecuting fraudulent and preferential transfer cases and guaranty litigation 
to recover on secured and unsecured debt. She practices in bankruptcy courts throughout the country 
and is admitted to practice in the district courts in Illinois, Indiana and Michigan, as well as in the 
Seventh and Ninth Circuits. Ms. Jacobi was recognized in Illinois Super Lawyers in 2005, 2008-09 
and 2012-17. She received her B.Ed. from the University of Michigan, where she was a James B. 
Angel Scholar, and her J.D. from Northwestern University School of Law in 1977, where she was a 
senior staff editor of the Journal of Criminal Law and Criminology.

Nancy B. Johnson is a shareholder with Brennan Steil S.C. Janesville, Wis., and has been with the 
firm since 1994. She practices primarily in the areas of collections, creditor’s rights, banking law, 
construction law, intellectual property law, business transactions and litigation. Ms. Johnson began 
her career as a physics and math teacher at the high school and college levels prior to becoming a 
lawyer. Since becoming a lawyer, she has been a presenter at Wisconsin State Bar and NBI seminars 
related to collection law and co-authored the Creditor/Debtor Law Chapter of the State Bar’s Annual 
Survey for several years. She has also participated as a business attorney in the UW-Madison Law 
School General Practice course. Ms. Johnson is licensed to practice in the state of Wisconsin and 
the federal districts court and bankruptcy courts of Wisconsin. She is a member of the Rock County 
Bar Association, the State Bar of Wisconsin, the American Bar Association and ABI. Ms. Johnson 
received her B.S. in 1980 and M.Ed. in 1986 from the University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana, 
and her J.D. from the University of Wisconsin in 1994.
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Melissa S. Kibler, CPA, CIRA, CTP, CFF, CDBV is a senior managing director of Mackinac Part-
ners in Chicago and has more than 25 years of experience providing financial advisory, restructuring 
and turnaround management services to Fortune 500 and mid-sized companies and their stakehold-
ers. She also has extensive investigative, litigation and valuation experience, including insolvency-
related litigation, avoidance actions, fraud investigations, merger and acquisition disputes, director 
and officer claims, and other commercial litigation support. Ms. Kibler was most recently a senior 
managing director in the Chicago office and an executive committee member of Mesirow Financial 
Consulting following its 2004 acquisition of the corporate recovery practice of KPMG LLP, where 
she had served as partner-in-charge of the Midwest Region Corporate Recovery practice and the 
Pacific Northwest Corporate Recovery and Forensic and Litigation Services practices since 1999. 
Prior roles in professional associations include president of ABI, treasurer of the American College of 
Bankruptcy, director of INSOL International (as ABI’s representative) and chair of the AICPA Bank-
ruptcy Task Force. Ms. Kibler was named a Consulting Magazine 2013 “Women Leader in Consult-
ing,” an Illinois CPA Society 2011 Women to Watch Award recipient, the IWIRC 2010 Woman of the 
Year in Restructuring, a Crain’s Chicago Business 2004 “40 Under 40,” and the 2003 “CIRA Gold 
Medal Winner.” She received her B.A. in accounting summa cum laude from Texas A&M University 
and her M.B.A. from Southern Methodist University, graduating first in her class.

Hon. Gregory F. Kishel is a retired U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Minnesota in St. Paul 
and served for 32 years, from 1984-2016. He served as chief judge from 2000-07 and 2011-16, and 
was a pro tem member of the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel for the Eighth Circuit. Prior to his ap-
pointment to the bench, Judge Kishel was a staff attorney for the Legal Aid Service of Northeastern 
Minnesota (1977-81) and was in private practice in Duluth (1981-84). He has been active with the 
organized bankruptcy bar in Minnesota throughout, serving as the judicial member of several local 
rules committees, the district’s Bankruptcy Practice Committee, and the Pro Bono Committee of the 
Bankruptcy Section of the Minnesota State Bar Association. He also was one of the first recipients of 
the Judge Nancy C. Dreher Distinguished Service in Pro Bono Award. For more than 30 years, Judge 
Kishel has been a frequent speaker at continuing legal education seminars regionally and nationally. 
He also was a short-term instructor on judicial decision-making techniques and bankruptcy law for 
USAID-funded judicial education projects in Kosovo (2003) and Bosnia-Herzegovina (2004-2005). 
During the last 13 years of his judicial tenure, Judge Kishel presided over most of the largest chapter 
11 cases in his district, such as Eveleth Mines and Magnetation LLC, API, Inc., Mesaba Aviation, and 
the group of related debtors headed by Petters Co., Inc. through which the third-largest Ponzi scheme 
in American history was conducted. He also handled the cases of the Polaroid Co. and its related 
entities, which were put into bankruptcy as an offshoot of the Petters Co. filings. Judge Kishel has 
authored well over 150 published decisions and, during his supervision of the Petters Co. and Pola-
roid cases, addressed numerous issues of fraudulent-transfer theory that were novel under Minnesota 
law, within the Eighth Circuit and nationally. He received his B.A. in history in 1973 from Cornell 
University and his J.D. in 1977 from Boston College Law School.

Anthony J. Kochis is an attorney with Wolfson Bolton PLLC in Troy, Mich., where his practice 
consists of commercial litigation, bankruptcy and reorganization, business advisory/contract review, 
automotive supply chain issues, loan negotiations, loan workouts/transactional matters, creditors’ 
rights issues, distressed supplier situations and nonbankruptcy workouts. His clients include origi-
nal equipment manufacturers, sub-tier suppliers, closely held businesses, receivers, bank and finan-
cial institutions, private-equity companies, guarantors, financially distressed companies, creditors 
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and debtors in bankruptcy proceedings and adversary proceedings, unsecured creditors’ committees, 
bankruptcy trustees, franchisors and asset-purchasers. Mr. Kochis admitted to practice in the Sixth 
Circuit and the Federal District Courts for the Eastern and Western Districts of Michigan, and is a 
member of ABI, the Turnaround Management Association and the Federal Bar Association’s Eastern 
District of Michigan Chapter. He received his B.A. from the University of Michigan at Dearborn with 
high distinction and his J.D. magna cum laude from Wayne State University School of Law, where he 
was a member of the Order of the Coif.

Deanne M. Koll is an attorney and shareholder at Bakke Norman, S.C. in Menomonie, Wis., where 
she counsels local lenders and businesses on collection issues and creditors’ rights in bankruptcy. She 
is licensed to practice in both Wisconsin and Minnesota. Ms. Koll spent 7 years as a board member 
with the Young Lawyers Division with State Bar of Wisconsin, and was elected in 2013 and again 
in 2016 to the Board of Governors for the State Bar of Wisconsin as a representative for District 8, 
which includes St. Croix, Dunn, Pierce, Polk and Eau Claire Counties. She has authored articles 
published in the Wisconsin Lawyer, Law Practice Today (ABA), The Young Lawyer (ABA) and Real 
Estate Litigation Newsletter (ABA). Wisconsin Super Lawyers has recognized Ms. Koll as a “Rising 
Star” every year since 2010, and in 2009, she was recognized as an Up and Coming Lawyer by the 
Wisconsin Law Journal. She received her undergraduate degree magna cum laude from the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Oshkosh and her J.D. cum laude from William Mitchell College of Law in 2006.

Kay Standridge Kress is a corporate restructuring and bankruptcy partner in the Southfield, Mich., 
office of Pepper Hamilton LLP, where she concentrates her practice in corporate restructuring, in-
solvency and bankruptcy matters. She has more than 29 years of experience in representing debtors, 
creditors’ committee, secured creditors, trustees and individual creditors and parties in interest, both 
as lead counsel and as co-counsel in out-of-court workouts and in bankruptcy courts in the Eastern 
District of Michigan, the Western District of Michigan, the District of Delaware, the Southern District 
of New York and in other bankruptcy court in the United States. She also has extensive experience 
representing secured creditors in federal receivership actions. Ms. Kress is a Fellow in the American 
College of Bankruptcy, is named in The Best Lawyers in America, and was selected for inclusion on 
the 2014 Michigan Super Lawyers, Who’s Who Legal: Insolvency & Restructuring for 2014 and the 
Top Lawyers list in DBusiness magazine. She is currently chair of the Business Bankruptcy Com-
mittee of the American Bar Association’s Business Law Section. Ms. Kress is former co-chair of the 
Programs and Publications Subcommittee, former chair of Secured Creditors Subcommittee and for-
mer editor-in chief of the e-newsletter of the Business Bankruptcy Committee of the ABA. She is a 
founding member of the Michigan Chapter of IWIRC, past chair of the Debtor/Creditor section of the 
Detroit Metropolitan Bar Association, an ABI member, a board member of Matrix Human Services 
and a legal advisor to Omega Phi Alpha, National Service Sorority. Ms. Kress was the American Bar 
Association Business Law Advisor to the Uniform Law drafting committee for the Uniform Com-
mercial Real Estate Receivership Act. She received her B.A. cum laude from Bowling Green State 
University in 1978 her J.D. cum laude from Wayne State University Law School in 1986, where she 
was a member of Order of the Coif.

Patrick C. Lannen is a partner in Plunkett Cooney, P.C.’s Bloomfield Hills, Mich., office and is a 
member of the firm’s Commercial Litigation and Banking, Bankruptcy & Creditors’ Rights practice 
groups. He focuses his practice in the areas of commercial litigation, financial services liability, and 
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banking and creditors’ rights. Mr. Lannen represents financial institutions, lenders and banks in com-
mercial lending actions in the areas of collections and real estate disputes, including loan workouts, 
foreclosures, real estate actions and related commercial contract actions. He also represents other 
commercial entities in various contract based commercial disputes. In addition, Mr. Lannen handles 
litigation involving alleged violations of state and federal consumer lending statutes, including the 
Truth in Lending, Fair Credit Reporting and Real Estate Settlement Procedures acts. He also repre-
sents lending institutions with respect to loan workout agreements involving loan sales, forbearance, 
foreclosure proceedings, collection actions and real estate disputes. Mr. Lannen is admitted to the 
Federal Courts of Michigan and received his B.A. in 2006 from Kalamazoo College and his J.D. 
magna cum laude in 2009 from the University of Detroit Mercy School of Law.

Hon. Robert D. Martin is a retired U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Wisconsin 
residing in Middleton, Wis., and served the judiciary for 38 years until his retirement on Sept. 30, 
2016. Previously, he worked as an attorney with Ross & Stevens, S.C., until he was appointed Chief 
U.S. Bankruptcy Judge in 1978. Judge Martin was a charter Fellow of the American College of 
Bankruptcy and a conferee of the National Bankruptcy Conference. He also was a national director 
of the Turnaround Management Association and a director of the Association of Certified Turnaround 
Professionals. He served as a president of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges (NCBJ), 
and was on the faculty of the Federal Judicial Center school for new judges. He also assisted the 
work of the National Bankruptcy Review Commission. Judge Martin was the 2011 recipient of the 
Norton Judicial Excellence Award in recognition of dedication and outstanding contribution to the 
insolvency community. He has taught debtor/creditor, general practice, farm credit and advanced 
bankruptcy courses at the University of Wisconsin Law School and frequently given presentations 
on bankruptcy and commercial law topics. He also co-authored Ginsberg and Martin on Bankruptcy 
and Secured Transactions Handbook for Wisconsin Lawyers and Lenders and has been a contributing 
author to Norton Bankruptcy Law and Practice and Norton Bankruptcy Law Advisor. Judge Martin 
received his undergraduate degree from Cornell College in 1966 and his J.D. from the University of 
Chicago in 1969.

Leon N. Mayer is an attorney at Schafer & Weiner, PLLC in Bloomfield Hills, Mich., where he fo-
cuses his practice on bankruptcy and insolvency matters, and the related litigation and transactional 
matters arising from them. He has represented numerous individuals in complex chapter 7 cases and 
business debtors in chapter 11 cases, including in the trucking, printing, distribution, retail, manu-
facturing and medical industries, confirming several chapter 11 plans and conducting multiple § 363 
sale transactions. Mr. Mayer has represented unsecured creditors’ committees, as well as individual 
committee members in large chapter 11 cases. He is experienced in defending as well as prosecut-
ing chapter 5 causes of action, having represented liquidating chapter 11 trustees, and prosecuting 
hundreds of preference cases at a time on their behalf. Mr. Mayer has represented numerous debtors 
in out-of-court workouts, restructuring and refinancing transactions. He is admitted to practice in the 
Michigan and in the U.S. District Courts for the Eastern and Western Districts of Michigan. He has 
been a guest lecturer at Michigan State University College of Law on bankruptcy topics, taught semi-
nars on chapter 7 bankruptcy topics and presented at other ABI bankruptcy conferences on chapter 11 
topics. Mr. Mayer received his B.B.A. with distinction from the University of Michigan and his J.D. 
magna cum laude from the Detroit College of Law at Michigan State University. He practiced public 
accounting as a licensed CPA in Michigan before he began practicing law.
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Evelyn J. Meltzer is a partner in the Corporate Restructuring and Bankruptcy Practice Group of Pep-
per Hamilton LLP in Wilmington, Del., where she focuses her practice on corporate restructuring, 
bankruptcy and creditors’ rights. She has significant experience representing debtors, creditors’ com-
mittees, asset-purchasers, landlords, liquidating and litigation trusts, assignees in assignments for the 
benefit of creditors (ABC), receivers, secured and unsecured creditors, and shareholders in bankrupt-
cy proceedings. Additionally, she acts as counsel for both plaintiffs and defendants in bankruptcy-
related litigation matters. Ms. Meltzer is the U.S. Networks Director for the International Women’s 
Insolvency and Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC). Additionally, she organized and chaired the 
2013-17 IWIRC at the Shore conferences, the first regional IWIRC conference. Ms. Meltzer is the 
recipient of the 2016 Melnik Award for an Exceptional IWIRC Member and serves on the advisory 
board for the 2017 ABI Central States Bankruptcy Workshop. She is AV-Peer Review rated for Ethi-
cal Standards and Legal Ability by Martindale-Hubbell and is admitted to practice in Pennsylvania 
and Delaware. Ms. Meltzer received her B.A. in political science from Drew University in 1998 and 
her J.D. in 2001 from Northwestern University School of Law.

Walter A. Metzen is a practitioner with the Law Offices of Walter Metzen & Associates in Detroit 
and is Board Certified in Consumer Bankruptcy by the American Board of Certification. He repre-
sents consumer and small business debtors in bankruptcy cases in the Eastern District of Michigan.   
Mr. Metzen is a member of the State Bar of Michigan, the Consumer Bankruptcy Association and 
ABI, and has been a guest lecturer on bankruptcy and debtor/creditor topics at the University of De-
troit Mercy School of Law. He has served as a speaker for the Consumer Bankruptcy Association, the 
Institute for Continuing Legal Education as well as serving as a member of the subcommittee respon-
sible for drafting revisions to local bankruptcy rules. Mr. Metzen received his B.S. in forensic science 
at Michigan State University and his J.D. from the University of Detroit School of Law.

Debra L. Miller is the appointed standing chapter 13 bankruptcy trustee for the Northern District 
of Indiana in the Fort Wayne and South Bend Divisions. She is active in the National Association of 
Chapter Thirteen Trustees, and is a former president of the NACTT and chair of the NACTT’s Mort-
gage Committee. In that role, she worked with the mortgage servicers, their attorneys and members 
of NACBA to draft the Best Practices that were approved by the NACTT, NACBA and AFN. Addi-
tionally, she worked with the Bankruptcy Rules Committee on changes to the Federal Rules of Bank-
ruptcy Procedure, including Rules 3001 and 3002.1, and revising the mortgage attachment (Form 
B410A) and director’s form for the Notice of Final Cure and Response to the Notice of Final Cure 
(Form 4100R and 4100N). Ms. Miller testified before the Subcommittee on Administrative Oversight 
and the Courts of the Committee on the Judiciary, U.S. Senate, on May 6, 2008, on the subject of “Po-
licing Lenders and Protecting Home-Owners: Is Misconduct in Bankruptcy Fueling the Foreclosure 
Crisis?” Prior to her appointment in 2000, she served as the staff attorney for Gary D. Boyn, chapter 
7 panel trustee at Warrick and Boyn LLP in Elkhart, Ind., and as a law clerk for Hon. Sanford Brook. 
She also served as a special agent for the U.S. Secret Service in the Cleveland Field Office, where she 
specialized in credit card and white collar fraud. Ms. Miller regularly teaches nationally on mortgage 
issues including the calculation of escrow, pre-petition arrearages and calculation of ongoing mort-
gage payments in a chapter 13 bankruptcy. She received her B.S. in political science from Baldwin 
Wallace College and her J.D. from Cleveland Marshall College of Law.
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Cynthia A. Moyer is a shareholder at the Minneapolis law firm of Fredrikson & Byron P.A., where 
she practices in its bankruptcy and restructuring group and in its litigation group. She has represented 
a wide variety of debtors in chapter 11, including large corporations, retail corporations, groups of 
related entities, franchisees, small businesses and individuals. Aside from debtors, Ms. Moyer also 
has represented creditors (both secured and unsecured), contract or lease counterparties, and poten-
tial asset-purchasers in bankruptcy cases. In addition, she has experience serving as local counsel for 
debtors and creditors. Ms. Moyer received her B.S. in economics summa cum laude from the Univer-
sity of Minnesota and her J.D. from Harvard Law School.

David M. Neff is a partner in the Chicago office of Perkins Coie LLP, where he focuses on both litiga-
tion and transactions and represents debtors, lenders, individual creditors and creditors’ committees 
in all types of bankruptcies throughout the country. In 2012, he argued for the petitioner in front of 
the U.S. Supreme Court in RadLAX Gateway Hotel v. Amalgamated Bank. That same year, he also 
obtained a damage claim of almost $125 million for a client in the MSR Resorts bankruptcy case after 
two trials. Mr. Neff is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and an adjunct professor at 
Northwestern University Pritzker School of Law. He has been designated an Illinois Super Lawyer 
from 2005-17, and Chambers USA has listed him as one of the leading Chicago bankruptcy lawyers 
from 2007-17. Mr. Neff is a past president of the Chicago Bar Association Bankruptcies and Reorga-
nization Committee and has spoken often at the Norton Bankruptcy Litigation Institute and for ABI. 
He has particular experience in the hotel industry, where he has represented major parties in more 
than 50 hotel bankruptcy cases throughout the country and many out-of-court restructurings. He also 
has a specialty in professional partnership dissolutions and bankruptcies and has represented five law 
firms in such matters. In addition, he has authored law review articles on hotel bankruptcies, profes-
sional partnership bankruptcy and dissolution matters, and landlord/tenant bankruptcy issues. Mr. 
Neff received his B.S. in journalism from Northwestern University in 1982 and his J.D.from DePaul 
University College of Law in 1985.

Timothy F. Nixon is a shareholder with Godfrey & Kahn, S.C. in Green Bay, Wis., and is the lead at-
torney for the firm’s Business Finance, Bankruptcy & Restructuring Practice Group. He is a frequent 
lecturer and speaker on matters involving commercial litigation, the Uniform Commercial Code and 
bankruptcy law. Mr. Nixon has represented clients in cases before the U.S. Supreme Court and the 
courts of appeals, as well as in bankruptcy courts across the nation, including some of the largest 
cases filed in the U.S. He was counsel to the fee examiner in the General Motors bankruptcy, and his 
team was counsel to the fee committee in the Lehman Brothers Holdings Inc. bankruptcy. Mr. Nixon 
has been selected as a Top 50 Wisconsin Super Lawyer and is listed in The Best Lawyers in America. 
He also served from January 2008 to January 2011 on the American Bankruptcy Law Journal’s edito-
rial advisory board. In March 2009, Mr. Nixon was elected to the American College of Bankruptcy 
and served on the Seventh Circuit Admissions Council. The Wisconsin Law Journal named him a 
“Leader in the Law,” and the Eastern District of Wisconsin Bar Association awarded him its presti-
gious Judge John W. Reynolds Community Building Award for his pro bono work. For the past 15 
years, Mr. Nixon has been an associate faculty member, teaching classes in law at the University of 
Wisconsin - Green Bay. In addition to Wisconsin’s courts, he is admitted to practice in New York, 
before the Third Circuit Court of Appeals and before many U.S. District Courts. Mr. Nixon received 
his A.S. in maritime science with high honors from the Great Lakes Maritime Academy at North-
western Michigan College, his B.S. cum laude in public and environmental administration in 1987 
from the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay, his M.A. in public policy and administration from the 
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University of Wisconsin-Madison Robert M. LaFollette Institute of Public Affairs in 1990, and his 
J.D. cum laude in 1990 from the University of Wisconsin Law School, where he was a member of the 
Order of the Coif.

Kurt A. O’Keefe is a solo practitioner in Grosse Pointe, Mich., and has multiple offices in southeast 
Michigan. He has more than 35 years of experience in bankruptcy and other consumer law fields. Mr. 
O’Keefe is admitted to practice in both the Eastern and Western Districts of Michigan. He is a mem-
ber of the Catholic Lawyers’ Society, ABI and the National Association of Consumer Advocates, and 
he is Board Certified in Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification. Since 
2003, Mr. O’Keefe has participated in the pro bono program of U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the East-
ern District of Michigan and is on a panel of attorneys for Access to Bankruptcy Court for the E.D. 
of Michigan. He is also Michigan State Chair for the more than 100 state members of the National 
Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys. Mr. O’Keefe has lectured on bankruptcy and other 
issues for the National Business Institute, and the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy 
Attorneys, in Michigan, California, Illinois, Nevada and Louisiana, and for the William J. O’Neill 
Regional Bankruptcy Institute in Ohio. He received the 2017 NACBA Distinguished Service Award 
and blogs at www.stopcreditor.com and www.dischargestudentloan.com. Mr. O’Keefe received his 
B.A. cum laude from the University of Michigan in 1976 and his J.D. from Wayne State University 
Law School in 1979.

Andrew F. O’Neill is a partner in the Corporate Reorganization and Bankruptcy group of Sidley 
Austin LLP in Chicago, where his practice focuses on complex corporate restructurings and reorga-
nizations, both in-court and out-of-court, as well as other distressed situations. He is experienced in 
representing debtors, senior lenders, unsecured creditors, purchasers of assets and other interested 
parties. In addition to numerous engagements involving non-public out-of-court restructurings, Mr. 
O’Neill’s representative public engagements include Key Energy, Samson Resources, Alpha Natural 
Resources, Southcross Holdings, Dynegy Holdings, Lee Enterprises, Smurfit-Stone Container Corp., 
Merisant Worldwide, Inc., Pliant Corp., Hilex Poly Co. LLC, Federal-Mogul Corp., Owens Corning, 
A123 Systems, Inc., Apple ILLINOIS, L.L.C., Overseas Shipholding Group, Inc., Florida Gaming 
Centers, Inc., Petroleum & Franchise Capital LLC/Petroleum & Franchise Funding LLC and Constar 
International Inc. He received his B.A. in international relations from the University of Pennsylvania 
and his J.D. from the University of Loyola-Chicago.

Brittany S. Ogden is a partner at the Madison, Wis., office of Quarles & Brady LLP and concentrates 
her practice in bankruptcy and creditor’s rights work, as well as commercial litigation and receiv-
ership matters. She has more than 16 years of experience with matters involving lease and finance 
companies as well as business disputes, breach-of-duty actions and breach-of-contract claims. In ad-
dition, she represents clients in connection with a variety of regulatory and license investigations and 
arbitration matters. Ms. Ogden is admitted to practice law in New York, Wisconsin, the U.S. District 
Court for the Northern District of New York, and the U.S. District Courts for the Eastern and Western 
Districts of Wisconsin. She is a member of the American Bar Association, ABI, the Turnaround Man-
agement Association and the James E. Doyle American Inns of Court. She is also an active member 
of the Equipment Leasing and Finance Association and the Lease Equipment Attorney Network. Ms. 
Ogden received the 2010 Athena Young Professional Award and is a contributing author to Wisconsin 
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Civil Procedure Before Trial. Ms. Ogden received her undergraduate degree from the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison in 1996 and her J.D. from Syracuse University College of Law in 1999.

Joseph A. Peiffer is the founder of Peiffer Law Office, P.C. in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and has repre-
sented numerous farmers and creditors in chapter 12 bankruptcies. His practice is focused primarily 
on bankruptcy and debt restructuring. Mr. Peiffer has testified before a House of Representatives 
Subcommittee as well as the Senate Judiciary Committee regarding chapter 12 issues. He has worked 
to assist farmers facing tax problems due to liquidation by suggesting legislative improvements to 
chapter 12 that allow the family farmer to treat taxes from selling farm assets like unsecured debt. 
Mr. Peiffer was on the board of directors for the Center for Agricultural Law and Taxation at Iowa 
State University from 2006-16. Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Cer-
tification, he has also served on its faculty and board of directors and has held all offices within the 
organization. Mr. Peiffer received his undergraduate degree in agriculture from Iowa State University 
and his J.D. from the University of Iowa College of Law.

Paul V. Possinger is a partner in the Business Solutions, Governance, Restructuring & Bankruptcy 
Group of Proskauer in Chicago, where he focuses his practice on corporate reorganization, creditors’ 
rights and bankruptcy matters. He primarily represents financially troubled entities and senior, sec-
ond lien and mezzanine lenders, in and out of bankruptcy, in debt restructuring and reorganization, 
workouts, asset- and going-concern sales, and litigation. Mr. Possinger has acted as lead counsel to 
distressed borrowers, chapter 11 debtors, official creditor and equity committees, boards of direc-
tors and other fiduciaries, hedge funds and fund investors, lenders, and repurchase counterparties 
in a variety of bankruptcy and insolvency matters. His representations have involved negotiation 
and confirmation of plans of reorganization, prepackaged and prearranged bankruptcies, out-of-court 
debt-for-equity exchanges, debtor-in-possession financing and cash-collateral arrangements and dis-
putes, hedge fund redemption disputes and hedge fund insolvencies, asset divestitures under § 363, 
foreclosures under Article 9 of the UCC, orderly liquidations, preference and fraudulent conveyance 
litigation, distressed-debt trading and other distressed situations. He also has represented warehouse 
and repurchase lenders and subprime mortgage investors in a variety of insolvency matters relating 
to the 2007-08 subprime lending and financial market crises. Mr. Possinger received his B.A. with 
honors in 1990 from LaSalle University and his J.D. in 1993 from the College of William and Mary 
Marshall-Wythe School of Law, where he was senior articles editor of the William and Mary Law 
Review.

Prof. John A.E. Pottow is the John Philip Dawson Collegiate Professor of Law at the University of 
Michigan Law School in Ann Arbor, Mich., and is an internationally recognized expert in the field of 
bankruptcy and commercial law. His award-winning scholarship concentrates on the issues involved 
in the regulation of cross-border insolvencies, as well as consumer financial distress. On behalf of the 
International Insolvency Institute, Prof. Pottow serves as an NGO observer for the United Nations 
Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL) Working Groups on Insolvency and Arbi-
tration. He has been published in prominent legal journals in the U.S. and Canada and has testified 
before Congress. An oft-invited lecturer, Prof. Pottow has presented his works at academic confer-
ences around the world and frequently provides commentary for national and international media 
outlets, such as NPR, CNBC, CNN, C-SPAN, Al Jazeera America and the BBC. He also has litigated 
bankruptcy cases before the U.S. Supreme Court, including his successful pro bono representation of 
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the respondent in Executive Benefits Insurance Agency v. Arkison (2014). He previously worked at 
several bankruptcy firms, including Weil, Gotshal and Manges in New York, and his practice focused 
on debtor representation in complex chapter 11 restructurings. He was also an active litigator whose 
cases included representing a gender-based asylum seeker from Afghanistan in U.S. Immigration 
Court and a small bankruptcy party before the U.S. Supreme Court. Prof. Pottow clerked for the Rt. 
Hon. Beverley McLachlin, Chief Justice of Canada, and Hon. Guido Calabresi of the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Second Circuit. He is licensed as a barrister and solicitor in Ontario and as an attorney 
in Massachusetts. In 2005, he was presented with the L. Hart Wright Award for Excellence in Teach-
ing. In 2012, he received a pro bono award from the U.S. District Court of the Eastern District of 
Michigan. He is a member of the American College of Bankruptcy and the International Insolvency 
Institute. Prof. Pottow received his A.B. in psychology summa cum laude from Harvard College and 
his J.D. magna cum laude from Harvard Law School, where he served as treasurer of the Harvard 
Law Review.

N. Neville Reid is a capital partner with Fox, Swibel, Levin & Carroll, LLP in Chicago and co-chairs 
its Bankruptcy, Restructuring & Creditors’ Rights Group. He has represented a wide array of clients 
in all aspects of bankruptcy, restructuring and creditors’ rights cases and transactions for over 25 
years, and has been a bankruptcy panel trustee (for chapter 7 and chapter 11 bankruptcy cases) for 
over 20 years. Mr. Reid’s clients include receivers and bankruptcy trustees, corporate unsecured cred-
itors, secured lenders, corporate debtors, and corporations seeking to acquire assets from distressed 
entities. His experience includes administering bankruptcy estates of corporate and individual debt-
ors, negotiating workouts, and litigating in federal and state forums regarding preference, fraudulent 
conveyance, lender-liability and successor-liability issues. Mr. Reid is one of a select group of bank-
ruptcy trustees in Chicago appointed by bankruptcy judges to oversee the liquidation of Chicago-area 
companies for the benefit of secured and unsecured creditors. In that capacity, he has uncovered 
avoidable transfers, investigated insider fraud, and pursued claims and optimized the value of assets 
for creditors, as well as negotiated on behalf of creditors dealing with other bankruptcy trustees. Mr. 
Reid has been rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell and named to the Illinois Super Lawyers 
and Leading Lawyers lists. He received both his B.A. magna cum laude and J.D. from Harvard.

Hon. Steven W. Rhodes is a retired U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Michigan in 
Detroit, where he served for nearly 30 years until his retirement on Feb. 18, 2015. He served as chief 
judge from 2002-09, and from 1997-2004 and 2008-11, he also served on the Bankruptcy Appellate 
Panel of the Sixth Circuit, serving as its chief judge from 2002-04. He recently joined the Detroit 
office of JAMS, the Judicial Arbitration and Mediation Service. Judge Rhodes served as an adjunct 
professor at the University of Michigan Law School teaching bankruptcy law and is a Fellow of the 
American College of Bankruptcy. He is also co-author of The Ponzi Book: A Legal Resource for Un-
raveling Ponzi Schemes and oversaw the City of Detroit’s municipal bankruptcy case. On March 1, 
2016, Michigan Governor Rick Snyder appointed him to be the emergency manager for the Detroit 
Public Schools, serving until Dec. 31, 2016. Judge Rhodes has spoken at numerous conferences and 
seminars on bankruptcy law and practice. From 1994-96, he was an associate editor for the American 
Bankruptcy Law Journal, and from 2005-09, he was ABI’s Vice President-Research. On April 3, 
2009, ABI awarded him its 2009 Distinguished Service Award. From 2002-04, Judge Rhodes was the 
chair of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges Endowment for Education. Crain’s Detroit 
Business honored him as one of its 2014 Newsmakers of the Year, and Michigan Lawyers’ Weekly 
named him 2014 “Lawyer of the Year.” In September 2015, the Commercial Law League of America 
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awarded him the Lawrence P. King Award for Excellence in the Field of Bankruptcy. Goodwill In-
dustries awarded him its Barbara R. Smith Lifetime Achievement Award, and Walsh College awarded 
him an Honorary Doctor of Laws. Judge Rhodes received his undergraduate degree in mechanical 
engineering from Purdue University and his J.D. from the University of Michigan Law School, where 
he served as an editor of the Michigan Law Review.

Laureen M. Ryan, CPA, CFE, ABV, CDBV, CIRA is a managing director with Alvarez & Marsal 
in New York, where she specializes in accounting and forensic investigations and disputes with com-
plex economic, valuation, solvency and financial issues. With more than 25 years of experience, she 
has advised boards, corporations and stakeholders to help resolve high-stakes financial, regulatory 
and legal issues. She has led complex multi-national investigations and has presented her findings 
to the Securities and Exchange Commission, the NYS Banking Department and bankruptcy courts. 
Further, in her fiduciary roles as responsible officer, chapter 11 trustee and liquidating trustee, she 
has conducted investigations, pursued litigation and resolved complex business matters. Ms. Ryan 
has testified, written expert reports and provided advice in civil and criminal matters in various ven-
ues in the U.S. and the ICC International Court of Arbitration. These matters involved issues related 
to financial reporting, regulatory inquiries, financial transactions, accounting reconstruction, GAAS 
audits, GAAP accounting, fraud allegations, post-acquisition disputes, contract provisions, cost al-
locations, solvency, damages, bankruptcy litigation, valuation, insurance, loans and securities. She 
has also served as a mediator for the Supreme Court of the State of New York. Ms. Ryan has worked 
across a broad range of industries, including financial institutions, telecommunications and enter-
tainment, hospitality, transportation, insurance, food and restaurants, retail, real estate, construction, 
mining and publishing. Prior to joining A&M, she was a senior managing director at FTI Consulting, 
providing investigation and dispute services. She was instrumental in building FTI’s Forensic and 
Litigation Consulting practice and held various executive leadership positions, including Northeast 
Regional Leader and Global Expansion Leader. In addition, she worked at an affiliate in Sydney, Aus-
tralia. Prior to that, Ms. Ryan was with Ernst & Young (E&Y), where she provided audit and advisory 
services from the New York and London offices. She was also a member of E&Y’s National Financial 
Services Office, where she monitored the audit-risk profiles of banks and thrifts, provided account-
ing, auditing and regulatory advice for the U.S. and abroad, and worked on matters involving allega-
tions of accounting malpractice and fraud. Ms. Ryan received her bachelor’s degree in accounting 
and economics from SUNY at Oswego. She is also a founding member of the International Women’s 
Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation.

Margaret Schmidt is a staff attorney for Krispen S. Carroll, Chapter 13 Trustee for the Eastern 
District of Michigan in Detroit. She previously practiced at small firms representing banks and other 
lenders in commercial litigation, collection and foreclosure. Ms. Schmidt received her B.B.A. in 1986 
from Western Michigan University and her J.D. in 1989 from Wayne State University Law School.

Hon. Walter Shapero is a retired U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Michigan in 
Detroit, appointed in July 1988. After clerking for a Michigan Supreme Court Justice, Judge Shapero 
entered private practice with Shapero, Shapero and Cohn, which merged to eventually become Butzel 
Long. He has served in a number of local community and national organizations, including the De-
troit Metropolitan Bar Association Foundation. He has also taught at the law schools of the University 
of Detroit Mercy Law School and Wayne State University Law School. Judge Shapero received his 
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A.B. from the University of Michigan in 1951 and his LL.B. in 1954 from the University of Virginia 
Law School, where he served as a member of the editorial board of the Virginia Law Review.

Brian L. Shaw is a member of Shaw Fishman Glantz & Towbin LLC in Chicago and has more than 
20 years of experience representing debtors, secured and unsecured creditors, creditor and equity 
committees, chapter 7 and 11 trustees, and plaintiffs and defendants in bankruptcy- and creditor 
rights-related litigation. He is a former ABI chairman and previously served as ABI’s Vice President-
Membership, as co-chair of ABI’s Hon. Eugene R. Wedoff Seventh Circuit Consumer Bankruptcy 
Conference and inaugural Professional Development Program, and on the faculty of ABI’s Litigation 
Skills Symposium. He is also a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and a past chair of the 
Chicago Bar Association’s Bankruptcy and Reorganization Committee, and served a three-year term 
on the University of Illinois College of Law Recent Alumni Advisory Board. Mr. Shaw has authored 
and co-authored numerous articles for the ABI Journal, Norton Bankruptcy Law Letter, The Bank-
ruptcy Strategist, Business Credit and Credit Today, as well as for the Illinois Institute of Continu-
ing Legal Education. He is admitted to practice in Illinois, the U.S. District Courts for the Northern 
and Central Districts of Illinois, the Eastern District of Wisconsin, Western District of Michigan and 
Northern District of Indiana, the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the Third, Seventh and Eighth Circuits, 
and the U.S. Supreme Court. He is also admitted to the Federal Trial Bar for the Northern District of 
Illinois. Mr. Shaw is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell, is listed as an “Illinois Super Lawyer” in Law 
& Politics and has been selected as a “Leading Lawyer.” He received his J.D. magna cum laude from 
the University of Illinois College of Law.

George H. Singer is a partner in the Minneapolis office of Lindquist & Vennum LLP and his practice 
is focused in the areas of corporate and commercial law, including corporate finance, mergers and 
acquisitions, bankruptcy, workouts and commercial transactions. He regularly represents buyers and 
sellers in bankruptcy and other distressed sale transactions, and has served as chapter 11 bankruptcy 
and mergers and acquisition counsel to Polaroid Corp. and its affiliated debtors in a contested § 363 
sale transaction. Mr. Singer has represented major consignment vendors in the chapter 11 retail bank-
ruptcy proceedings of The Sports Authority, Inc. and has represented the chapter 11 trustee in connec-
tion with the Thomas Petters Ponzi scheme and related bankruptcy cases of In re Petters Company, 
Inc. et al., which involve claims in excess of $3.8 billion and the prosecution of over 200 clawback 
actions. He formerly served as an attorney on staff with the National Bankruptcy Review Commis-
sion and as judicial law clerk to Hon. Nancy C. Dreher, U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of 
Minnesota, and Hon. William A. Hill, U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of North Dakota. Mr. 
Singer currently serves as an adjunct professor of law at the University of St. Thomas School and the 
Mitchell Hamline School of Law and teaches courses on secured transactions. He received his B.B.A. 
in 1987 from the University of North Dakota and his J.D. with distinction in 1993 from the University 
of North Dakota School of Law.

Catherine L. Steege is a partner with Jenner & Block LLP in Chicago and co-chairs the firm’s Bank-
ruptcy and Restructuring practice group. She has represented numerous parties in complex bankrupt-
cy litigation matters, including her representation of of defendants in the Tribune fraudulent convey-
ance litigation, the Sentinel Management Group litigation trustee, the Magnatrax litigation trust, the 
NKK litigation trust and the trustees of Emerald Casino Inc. and Consolidated Industries Corp. She 
recently argued in the U.S.Supreme Court on behalf of Wellness International Network in the case of 
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Wellness International Network v. Sharif. She also represented the examiner in the Lehman Brothers 
chapter 11 case and authored the sections of the Lehman Brothers Examiner’s Report that considered 
potential avoidance actions against various financial institutions. Ms. Steege is a Fellow of the Ameri-
can College of Bankruptcy and an adjunct professor at John Marshall Law School, and has been a 
member of the panel of trustees for the Northern District of Illinois since 1987. She received her J.D. 
in 1982 from DePaul University.

Paul G. Swanson is a partner with Steinhilber Swanson, LLP in Oshkosh, Wis., and primarily rep-
resents individuals and businesses in financial reorganizations, restructurings, bankruptcy, receiver-
ships and other debt-adjustment strategies. He is also a bankruptcy trustee in the Eastern District of 
Wisconsin and has been since 1983. Mr. Swanson is Board Certified as a Business and Consumer 
Bankruptcy specialist. He is currently the president-elect of the State Bar of Wisconsin and serves 
on its Finance and Executive Committees. In addition, Mr. Swanson is a past chair and continues 
to serve on its CLE Committee, and served on the Finance Committee from 2010-16. He is a past 
president of the Young Lawyers and past chair of the Bankruptcy Section and is a past president of 
the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees, and he currently serves on ABI’s Central States 
Bankruptcy Workshop advisory board. A frequent speaker, Mr. Swanson received his B.B.A. in 1977 
from the University of Wisconsin at Oshkosh and his J.D. in 1979 from the University of Wisconsin 
Law School.

James D. Sweet is a member of Sweet DeMarb LLC in Madison, Wis., and represents businesses and 
other interested parties in formal bankruptcy reorganization cases, state court receivership proceed-
ings, in the purchase and sale of business assets (both in and out of court), and in out-of-court busi-
ness reorganizations. He is experienced in representing debtors, banks and other creditors, creditor 
committees, bankruptcy trustees, court-appointed receivers, and purchasers of assets and businesses 
in chapter 11 bankruptcy proceedings and in informal workouts. He has nearly 38 years of experi-
ence. Mr. Sweet is rated AV by Martindale-Hubbell and in 2013 was named a Fellow of the American 
College of Bankruptcy. In 2014, he was a co-winner of the 8th Annual M&A Advisor Turnaround 
Awards for the Anchor BanCorp, Inc. chapter 11 case, and in 2015, he was a co-winner of the Turn-
around Management Association National and Midwest Small Company Transaction awards for his 
service in the LongVans and Related Entities case. Mr. Sweet received his B.A. magna cum laude in 
political science and philosophy in 1975 from the University of Wisconsin at Eau Claire and his J.D. 
cum laude in 1978 from the University of Wisconsin at Madison.

Wallace H. Tuttle is the principal of Wallace H. Tuttle & Associates, PC in Traverse City, Mich., and 
has practiced law in Northern Michigan since 1972. He specializes in business and consumer bank-
ruptcy, especially the representation of individual, family and small business debtors. Mr. Tuttle is a 
member of the State Bar of Michigan, the Federal Bar Association, ABI and the Debtors Bar of West 
Michigan. He received his B.A. in International Law & Relations from Central Michigan University 
and his J.D. from Wayne State University Law School in Detroit in 1971.

Elizabeth B. Vandesteeg is a legal team leader and tactical advisor for business with Sugar Felsen-
thal Grais & Hammer LLP in Chicago, where her practice is focused on risk-identification and miti-
gation for her clients, primarily in the areas of business continuity and business tort, data security and 
privacy, and bankruptcy and restructuring. She counsels businesses in a wide variety of industries on 
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issues such as contracting with third parties or partnership/ownership disputes and represents clients 
in state, federal and bankruptcy courts, in municipal and administrative proceedings, and using alter-
native dispute resolution processes. Ms. Vandesteeg is experienced in nearly every facet of commer-
cial bankruptcy and restructuring, having represented debtors, secured creditors, unsecured creditors 
and unsecured creditors’ committees. Within the bankruptcy arena, she has prosecuted complex ad-
versary and contested litigation matters including, among others, actions to pierce the corporate veil, 
to undo fraudulent transfers and to avoid liens. She also assists clients in the development of reason-
able and appropriate data security and privacy programs and policies related to use of technology, 
mobile devices or document retention. She also advises clients on compliance with various regulatory 
and statutory requirements, including TCPA, CAN-SPAM, GLBA, and the newly effective New York 
State cybersecurity regulation applicable to financial and insurance institutions. Ms. Vandesteeg re-
ceived her B.A. from Columbia University and her J.D. from Boston College.

Thomas M. Wearsch is a partner in Jones Day’s Business Restructuring and Reorganization group 
in Cleveland, where he focuses his practice on advising distressed as well as healthy companies, fi-
nancial institutions, equity funds, hedge funds, bondholders, boards, management, and investors in all 
types of transactions and restructurings related to troubled-company situations. He is experienced in a 
broad range of matters involving distressed companies, including general corporate, bankruptcy, debt 
finance, M&A and bankruptcy litigation. Mr. Wearsch has been corporate and transactional counsel 
to numerous corporations involved in chapter 11 reorganizations, out-of-court restructurings, and 
mergers and acquisitions. He practices with a particular emphasis on sale transactions of distressed 
companies both inside and outside chapter 11 proceedings. In the energy sector, he has been debtors’ 
counsel in Black Elk Energy Offshore, American Eagle Energy, Peabody Energy and Alpha Natural 
Resources, and purchaser’s counsel in Dune Energy. Mr. Wearsch received his A.B. magna cum laude 
in 1998 from Harvard University and his J.D. in 2001 from the University of Virginia.

Hon. Eugene R. Wedoff served as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois 
in Chicago) from 1987-2015 and as chief judge from 2002-07. He is ABI’s president and sits on 
the 15-member expert panel for ABI’s newly created Commission on Consumer Bankruptcy. Judge 
Wedoff presided over the chapter 11 reorganization of United Air Lines, was a member of the Ad-
visory Committee on Bankruptcy Rules from 2004-14 and served as its chair after 2010. He was 
the president of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges from 2013-14 and also served as a 
member of the NCBJ’s Board of Governors, as its secretary, and as chair of its education commit-
tee. Judge Wedoff is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy, as well as a member of the 
National Bankruptcy Conference. He is the author of the chapter on professional employment in 
Queenan, Hendel and Hillinger, Chapter 11 Theory and Practice (LRP Publications 1994), has been 
an associate editor of the American Bankruptcy Law Journal and currently serves as a contributing 
editor of the Thomson Reuters Bankruptcy Law Letter. Judge Wedoff is a frequent lecturer and has 
served as a member of the Federal Judicial Center’s Committee on Bankruptcy Judge Education. In 
2016, he received the Judge William L. Norton Jr. Judicial Excellence Award; in 2009, he received the 
Lawrence P. King Award from the Commercial Law League; and in 1995, he received the Excellence 
in Education Award from the NCBJ. Judge Wedoff graduated from the college and law school of the 
University of Chicago.
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David K. Welch is a partner with Crane, Heyman, Simon, Welch & Clar in Chicago and has been 
practicing law in Illinois since 1982. His practice has always been primarily concentrated in the fields 
of bankruptcy, reorganization, insolvency and debtor’s and creditor’s rights. Mr. Welch has repre-
sented debtors, trustees, creditors’ committees, secured creditors, unsecured creditors and equity-
holders in numerous matters throughout the U.S. From October 1979 through June 1982, he served 
as deputy chapter 13 trustee in the Northern District of Illinois under Craig Phelps, chapter 13 trustee. 
Mr. Welch has authored articles for the Illinois Institute of Continuing Legal Education on matters 
involving bankruptcy and insolvency, and he has lectured at seminars relating to bankruptcy issues at 
the Chicago Bar Association. Mr. Welch has served as a member of the Bankruptcy Mediation Panel 
Subcommittee of the Chicago Bar Association. Furthermore, in conjunction with his financial media-
tion and negotiation training, he has completed a course sponsored by the National Institute for Trial 
Advocacy in conjunction with Northwestern University. Among other professional roles, Mr. Welch 
is the former chairman of the Chicago Bar Association’s Committee on Bankruptcy and Reorganiza-
tion, an ABI member and a former vice chair of the Bankruptcy Court Liaison Committee. He has 
been recognized as a “Super Lawyer” in the field of Business Bankruptcy by Illinois Super Lawyers 
magazine and has been named a “Leading Lawyer” in the field of Bankruptcy and Workout Law: 
Commercial by the Illinois Leading Lawyers publication. Mr. Welch received his J.D. from John 
Marshall Law School in 1982.

Hon. Mary Ann Whipple serves as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Ohio in 
Toledo. She has also served a term on the Sixth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel. Before her ap-
pointment as a bankruptcy judge, she practiced law for 20 years as a commercial, bankruptcy and 
employment litigator with Fuller & Henry Ltd. in Toledo. Judge Whipple is admitted to practice in 
Ohio and Michigan and before the U.S. Supreme Court, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit 
and the U.S. District Courts for the Northern District of Ohio and the Eastern District of Michigan. In 
addition, she has taught creditor/debtor law as a part-time faculty member at the University of Toledo 
College of Law. Judge Whipple received the 2008 Toledo Bar Association Community Service Award 
and is also a master in and a past president of The Morrison R. Waite Chapter of the American Inns of 
Court Foundation. She received her A.B. in Russian studies from the University of Michigan in 1977 
and her J.D. from Stanford Law School in 1981.

Samuel C. Wisotzkey is a shareholder in the Milwaukee law firm of Kohner, Mann & Kailas, S.C., 
where he focuses his practice on commercial, business bankruptcy and creditors’ rights law. He is 
experienced in assisting secured and unsecured business clients involving financially troubled cus-
tomers, tenants and vendors, both prior to and within formal insolvency proceedings. Mr. Wisotzkey 
regularly assists clients in navigating chapter 11 proceedings filed by a customer or vendor in cases 
throughout the country, including advising regarding § 363 sales. He routinely defends clients against 
preferential transfer claims in bankruptcy and receivership litigation throughout the 50 states. He 
also negotiates and documents secured lending transactions under the Uniform Commercial Code, 
and represents the interests of commercial banks and financial institutions. Mr. Wisotzkey is an ABI 
member and is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell. Since 2016, he has been recognized in Wisconsin Su-
per Lawyers for Business Bankruptcy and in The Best Lawyers in America in the area of Bankruptcy 
and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law. He received his undergraduate de-
gree from Bucknell University and his J.D. from the University of Michigan Law School.


