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Christian Alcala-Marquez, CPA, CIRA is a managing attorney with Friedman & Feiger, LLC in
San Juan, P.R., where he counsels clients in matters related to corporate law, tax law, bankruptcy,
health care law and commercial litigation. Previously, Mr. Alcala-Marquez managed his own legal
and accounting practice providing clients with legal and financial consulting. He also worked as a
tax consultant in a well-known national accounting firm and as a corporate associate at a prominent
law firm in Puerto Rico. Mr. Alcald-Marquez is admitted to practice law in the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico, the First Circuit Court of Appeals, the U.S. Court for the District of Puerto Rico and
in bankruptcy court. He is a member of the Puerto Rico Bar Association, Puerto Rico Society of
Certified Public Accountants, Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors, Chamber of
Commerce Association Health, Tax Affairs and PYMES Committees, American Bar Association
and ABI. Mr. Alcala-Marquez received both his B.B.A. in accounting magna cum laude and his
J.D. from the University of Puerto Rico.

Antonio A. Arias-Larcada is a capital member of McConnell Valdés’s Litigation Practice Group
in Hato Rey, P.R., where he represents U.S. and foreign clients in complex commercial litigation,
bankruptcy, workouts, foreclosure and asset repossession. He also leads the firm’s Bids and Gov-
ernment Procurement Practice Team, and coleads its Bankruptcy Practice Team. Since 2013, Mr.
Arias-Larcada has been actively counseling investment funds and creditors on Puerto Rico public
debt restructuring. He has more than 25 years of courtroom experience in numerous venues involv-
ing medical malpractice defense, the petroleum industry, telecommunications, internal company
audits, critical vendor issues and arbitration. He also has extensive experience in bids and procure-
ment consulting and litigation representing companies in connection with government contracts
for goods and services ranging from aircraft to voting machines. In 2013, Mr. Arias-Larcada led a
team that successfully negotiated a multimillion dollar sales contract for a new fleet of police heli-
copters, including a multi-year service agreement. He has also counseled technology clients in the
acquisition of computer hardware and software for major infrastructure projects in Puerto Rico. Mr.
Arias-Larcada has been ranked as a Puerto Rico “Leading Attorney in the Bankruptcy Field” by
Chambers & Partners in its Latin America guide. He is also a frequent speaker on bankruptcy and
has published several articles. Mr. Arias-Larcada is a regular member of the faculty of the National
Business Institute, where he gives seminars on bankruptcy, collection and ethics. He is a member
of the Federal Bar Association and ABI, and is admitted to practice in the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, the U.S. Supreme Court, the First Circuit Court Appeals and the U.S. District Court for the
Puerto Rico District. Mr. Arias-Larcada received his B.A. from Boston College and his J.D. magna
cum laude from American University of Puerto Rico School of Law.

Ingrid Bagby is a partner with Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft LLP in New York, where she
concentrates her practice in bankruptcy, restructuring and related litigation. She focuses on finan-
cial restructuring, bankruptcy litigation, real estate restructuring, distressed investing and M&A,
distressed finance and distressed municipal finance. Ms. Bagby represents creditors and debtors in
chapter 9 and chapter 11 proceedings and in out-of-court restructurings, and has extensive experi-
ence in complex cross-border restructurings, including acting for foreign representatives in chapter
15 proceedings. She regularly advises strategic investors and market participants on bankruptcy is-
sues related to financings and acquisitions involving distressed entities. Ms. Bagby has been recog-
nized as a key individual in corporate restructuring by Legal/ 500. She is a member of ABI, INSOL
International and the Bankruptcy Litigation Committee of the Federal Bar Council. Ms. Bagby par-
ticipated in UNCITRAL’s working group on proposed additions to the Model Insolvency Law, and
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was a member of the advisory committee on executory contracts and leases for ABI’s Commission
to Study the Reform of Chapter 11. She has been recognized in the second edition of Euromoney s
Guide to the World's Leading Women in Business Law, and she was also named an “Outstanding
Young Restructuring Lawyer for 2008 by Turnarounds & Workouts. In addition, she received the
Burton Award for Legal Achievement, which recognizes exceptional legal writing. Prior to joining
Cadwalader, Ms. Bagby served as a judicial law clerk for Hon. Conrad B. Duberstein, Chief U.S.
Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of New York. She is admitted to practice in the State of
New York and before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit, as well as the U.S. District
Courts for the Southern and Eastern Districts of New York. Ms. Bagby received her undergraduate
degree with honors from Georgia State University and her J.D. from Brooklyn Law School, where
she served as an editor of its Journal of Law and Policy.

Michael L. Bernstein is a partner in the Washington, D.C., office of Arnold & Porter LLP and
chairs its national bankruptcy and corporate restructuring practice. He represents secured and unse-
cured creditors, committees, bondholders, investors, asset-purchasers, debtors and other parties in a
wide variety of bankruptcy and corporate-restructuring matters and in related litigation throughout
the United States. Mr. Bernstein is a co-author of ABI’s Bankruptcy in Practice, now in its Fifth
Edition, and Chapter 11-101: The Nuts and Bolts of Chapter 11 Practice CD-Rom. A Fellow of the
American College of Bankruptcy, he has written numerous articles, lectured on bankruptcy law
topics and been interviewed by major newspapers and on television and radio. He has also testified
before Congress as an independent expert on the status of collective bargaining agreements and re-
tiree and pension benefits in bankruptcy. Mr. Bernstein has been recognized as a leading bankruptcy
lawyer by numerous publications, including The Best Lawyers in America, Chambers USA: Amer-
icas Leading Business Lawyers, The Legal 500 US: Corporate and Finance, Guide to the World's
Leading Insolvency and Restructuring Lawyers, Washington D.C. Super Lawyers, Washingtonian
Magazine and Lawdragon 3000 Leading Lawyers in America. He received his A.B. from Brandeis
University and his J.D. from Northwestern School of Law.

Hon. Stuart M. Bernstein was sworn in as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of
New York in New York on Nov. 24, 1993, and served as Chief Judge for 10 years. He also served
as a member of the Judicial Conference Committee on the Administration of the Bankruptcy Sys-
tem from 2006-12, and currently serves as a member of the of Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy
Rules. Prior to his appointment to the bench, Judge Bernstein practiced with the Manhattan law
firm of Kensington & Ressler P.C. and also served as an Assistant U.S. Attorney for the Southern
District of New York. In addition to his judicial duties, he has served as an adjunct professor of law
at the Cardozo Law School and St. John’s Law School, authored several articles and lectured on
behalf of ALI-ABA, ABI, the New York State Bar Association and the Georgetown Law Center.
Judge Bernstein is a member of the Association of the Bar of the City of New York, the American
Bar Association and the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges. In addition, he is a Fellow of
the American College of Bankruptcy and a member of the International Insolvency Institute and
INSOL International. Judge Bernstein received his B.A. cum laude from Queens College and his
1.D. cum laude from Fordham Law School, where he was a member of its law review.

Leyza F. Blanco is a founding shareholder in the Miami office of GrayRobinson, P.A., where she
concentrates on complex business litigation, bankruptcy and insolvency matters, including out-of-
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court workouts, debt restructuring and representation of creditors, receivers, assignees, trustees and
debtors in bankruptcy, and general commercial litigation matters in state and federal courts. Her
practice in the area of restructuring and creditors’ rights is currently focused on complex business
and cross-border bankruptcy and commercial litigation matters. Ms. Blanco has served as exam-
iner, receiver, special master and as an expert witness in federal and state court proceedings, as well
as an arbiter in an arbitration proceeding. She is also is also a certified civil court mediator. Ms.
Blanco currently serves on the Executive Council of the Florida Bar’s Business Law Section and is
a past chair of its Bankruptcy/UCC Committee. She also serves on the national board of directors of
the International Women’s Insolvency and Restructuring Confederation and is immediate past chair
of its Florida Network, and she is a past-president of the Bankruptcy Bar of the Southern District of
Florida. Her other notable activities include having served as lead adjunct professor at the Florida
International University College of Law, where she launched its bankruptcy clinical program. Ms.
Blanco has been recognized in Chambers and Partners, U.S.A. and was recently named one of the
“Top 50 Women Attorneys in Florida” and “Top 100 Attorneys in Florida” by SuperLawyers. She
also received the South Florida Business Journal 2012 Key Partner Award and the 2011 Women
Extraordinaire Award from Business Leader magazine. Ms. Blanco received her B.A. from Miami
College of Arts & Sciences and her J.D. magna cum laude from the University of Miami Law
School, where she was articles and comments editor for the Inter-American Law Review and a
member of the Order of the Coif.

After three decades at Debevoise & Plimpton, Peter Borowitz retired from the partnership in 2007,
so that he could focus exclusively on acting as mediator in all types of commercial disputes, with
particular emphasis on disputes arising in domestic and cross-border bankruptcies and out-of-court
restructurings. In recent years Mr. Borowitz has served as mediator in connection with a number
of Chapter 11 cases, including mediation of Chapter 11 plan issues in the Energy Future Holdings,
Tousa and US Capital cases and mediation of adversary proceedings in connection with the Madoff,
Lehman, Adelphia, BearingPoint, Polaroid, Refco, Rhodes Companies, SemCrude and 360networks
cases. Mr. Borowitz received his A.B. summa cum laude from Harvard College in 1974 and his J.D.
magna cum laude from Harvard Law School in 1978, where he was a member of the Harvard Law
Review and a recipient of the Sears Prize. Mr. Borowitz joined Debevoise & Plimpton in 1978 and
became a partner in 1986. While his career initially focused on the representation of debtors in
bankruptcies and workouts (such as Chrysler, Western Union and Baldwin United), in later years he
primarily represented creditors in restructurings in and out of court (including such domestic cases
as Orion Pictures, TWA, Enron, USGen, Calpine, Kmart, Oregon Arena, and Dulles Greenway, and
such cross-border cases as Sea Containers, Parmalat Canada, LJ Hooker, AeroMexico, Mexicana,
Kvaerner, and Burmeister and Wain).

Hon. Mildred Caban was sworn in as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Puerto Rico on
March 19, 2010. She sat at the Southwestern Divisional Office in Ponce, P.R., until Aug. 31, 2011,
and is currently sitting in Old San Juan. Judge Caban is chair of NCBJ’s Public Outreach Commit-
tee and chaired its HNBA Liaison Committee. She is also part of the District Examination Com-
mittee for the Federal Bar in Puerto Rico, and she serves as the First Circuit representative for the
Bankruptcy Judges Advisory Group and as faculty for the Education Committee for the Federal
Judicial Center. Previously, Judge Caban clerked for Judge Laffitte of the U.S. District Court for the
District of Puerto Rico, then practiced bankruptcy law at Brown Newsom & Cordova. She was then
a partner for 11 years at Goldman Antonetti & Cordova, P.S.C., where her law practice focused on
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representing creditors in both commercial and consumer bankruptcy cases. Judge Caban has spoken
on various bankruptcy and consumer law topics for several organizations and has judged trial and
moot court competitions. She is a member of ABI and the Judicial Counsel of HNBA, and in 2014
she received the CARE Volunteer of the Year Award in honor of her work with the Credit Abuse
Resistance Education organization. Judge Caban received her B.A. from Barnard College in 1983
and her J.D. from New York University School of Law in 1986.

José R. Carrion has served as the standing chapter 13 trustee for Puerto Rico in San Juan since
Oct. 1, 1998, and as the standing chapter 13 and 12 trustee for Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands since 2002. An attorney and public notary with more than 25 years of practice, Mr. Carrion is
admitted to practice in Puerto Rico state and federal courts, the First Circuit Court of Appeals and
the U.S. Supreme Court. Prior to becoming a trustee, Mr. Carrion held various managerial posi-
tions in the consumer banking industry and has represented banks, debtors and chapter 7 trustees
in bankruptcy court. He was also an adjunct professor at the Universidad de Puerto Rico School of
Law from 2007-10. Mr. Carrion received his B.A. and J.D. from the Universidad de Puerto Rico.

Katherine R. Catanese is a bankruptcy and restructuring senior counsel with Foley & Lardner
LLP in New York, a member of its Bankruptcy and Health Care Restructuring team and a coordina-
tor for the firm’s Women’s Network. She focuses her practice on the representation of post-confir-
mation trusts and trustees, and she represents investors and managers in hedge funds in onshore and
offshore accounts in bankruptcy ligation, including involuntary bankruptcies and chapter 15 bank-
ruptcy. Ms. Catanese has represented banks and trustees of bank holding companies, including liti-
gation related to the procurement of tax refunds and disputes with the FDIC over refund ownership.
She further emphasizes indenture trustee representation, including the representation of U.S. Bank
as the indenture trustee for certain bonds in the American Airlines bankruptcy. She also has exten-
sive experience in the representation of trustees regarding resolution and objection to bankruptcy
claims, pursuit of fraudulent transfer and preference actions, as well as litigation related to bad-faith
bankruptcy filings, Ponzi schemes and 363 sales. Previously, Ms. Catanese was an associate at Al-
lard & Fish, P.C., where she represented corporate debtors, secured and unsecured creditors, and
trustees in all aspects of bankruptcy litigation, including chapter 7 and chapter 11 cases. She was
selected for inclusion in the 2014 New York Super Lawyers “Rising Stars” list and is devoted to pro
bono legal work. Ms. Catanese was formerly a visiting professor teaching research and writing at
Thomas M. Cooley Law School. She is a member of the International Women’s Restructuring and
Insolvency Confederation (IWIRC), ABI and the Turnaround Management Association (TMA),
and served on the ABA Task Force on Attorney Discipline. Ms. Catanese is admitted to practice in
New York and Michigan. She is also a lifetime member of the Michigan State University alumni
association and a member of the MSU Law Alumni Board. Ms. Catanese received her B.A. in psy-
chology summa cum laude in 2001 and her J.D. cum laude in 2004 from Michigan State University.
During law school, she clerked for Hon. David L. Jordon.

Rudy J. Cerone is a member of McGlinchey Stafford in New Orleans and a former chair and
president of the American Board of Certification. A frequent lecturer on both business and complex
consumer bankruptcy issues for more than 20 years, he also served as on ABI’s Executive Com-
mittee as Secretary, co-chaired ABI’s Bankruptcy Litigation Committee from 2005-06 and chaired
its Hospitality, Entertainment Venues and Gaming Subcommittee from 2001-05. He was also a
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member of ABI’s Southwest Bankruptcy Conference Advisory Board from 2003-11. Mr. Cerone
chaired the State Bar of California’s Board of Legal Specialization from 2002-04 and is a member
of the State Bar of California, the Louisiana State Bar Association, and the Federal Fifth Circuit and
American Bar Associations. He is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American
Board of Certification (1993) and by the Louisiana State Bar Association (1997), and is also a Fel-
low of the American College of Bankruptcy. Mr. Cerone received his B.A. summa cum laude from
the University of California at San Diego and his J.D. cum laude from Boston College Law School,
where he was a member of the Order of the Coif and received a “Best Law Review Editor” award
as executive editor of the Boston College International & Comparative Law Review.

Gustavo A. Chico-Barris is special counsel with Ferraiuoli LLC in San Juan, P.R., and a member
of the bankruptcy team in the firm’s litigation division. Previously, he clerked for Chief Judge Hon.
Enrique S. Lamoutte in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Puerto Rico and was a partner
in a Puerto Rico law firm litigating before federal and state courts, agencies and arbitration forums,
primarily in commercial litigation, insurance regulation, bankruptcy and real estate transactions.
Mr. Chico-Barris is a member of the American and Federal Bar Associations and ABI, and is admit-
ted to practice in Puerto Rico, Washington, D.C., Massachusetts, the U.S. Supreme Court, the First
Circuit Court of Appeals and Bankruptcy Appellate Panel, the U.S. Court of International Trade,
the U.S. District Courts for the Districts of Puerto Rico and Massachusetts. He received his B.A. in
international relations in 1999 from Tufts University and his J.D. in 2002 from American University
School of Law.

Hon. Leif M. Clark is a retired U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Texas in San
Antonio, appointed in 1987, and is with MWI in Boston. He has authored more than 300 opinions,
some of which have been seminal decisions on emerging issues in both consumer and business
bankruptcy. A frequent speaker and lecturer throughout the U.S., he has also published a number
of academic papers on insolvency issues. Judge Clark presided over one of the earlier cross-border
matters, Inverworld, guiding the case to a successful resolution. He was a member of the U.S. del-
egation to Working Group V of UNCITRAL from 2005-13 and continues as a delegate on behalf
of the ABA. Judge Clark is a contributing author to Collier on Bankruptcy, authoring a chapter on
chapter 15. His publications and writings have been cited at the circuit level in matters involving
cross-border insolvency. Judge Clark has taught as an adjunct professor at the University of Texas
School of Law, as well as at the McGeorge International LLM program in Salzburg. He also helped
design a judicial training program for judges in the CEE countries in the late 1990s, and personally
co-led training programs in Latvia, Poland, Romania and Ukraine. Since 2005, he has participated
in the work of Working Group V of UNCITRAL. He currently consults on behalf of the IMF and
the World Bank, and is a principle of CBInsolvency, a firm offering consulting services on cross-
border issues. Judge Clark is a member (and past executive committee member) of the National
Bankruptcy Conference, the American College of Bankruptcy, ABI (for which he is a past officer
and member of its Executive Committee), INSOL International and the International Insolvency In-
stitute. He completed his undergraduate work with honors at the University of Maryland in College
Park, obtained a master of divinity from Trinity Lutheran Seminary and received his J.D. from the
University of Houston School of Law, where he graduated with honors and was a published editor
in the Houston Law Review.
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Sonia Colon is a senior member of Ferraiouli LLC in Orlando, Fla., where she focuses her prac-
tice on bankruptcy law with a particular emphasis on creditors’ rights. She has practiced before
federal and state courts for nearly 20 years, primarily in the area of commercial litigation, includ-
ing creditors’ rights and bankruptcy, collection actions, breach of contracts, construction law and
bond claims for financial institutions, bonding and insurance companies, shopping center owners
and manufacturing companies. Ms. Colon has represented clients in numerous bankruptcy cases,
including out-of-court restructurings and all aspects of complex bankruptcy litigation including
dischargeability, fraudulent transfers, preference actions, super-priority lending, cramdowns and
valuation. She also advises clients in insolvency-related transactions, such as workouts, restruc-
turing of financial transactions and tracing funds, fraudulent conveyance actions, acquiring bank-
ruptcy assets, and securing diverse types of financing agreements during a bankruptcy case. After
working as a law clerk of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Puerto Rico from 1998 to
2001, Ms. Colon joined another major law firm in San Juan, P.R., where she became a partner and
a member of its bankruptcy practice group. She has since been serving clients in Florida and Puerto
Rico in bankruptcy-related issues. A frequent speaker, Ms. Coldn is admitted to the Bars of Puerto
Rico, Florida, the U.S. and Puerto Rico Supreme Courts, the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the First
and Eleventh Circuits, the U.S. District Courts for the Middle District of Florida and the District of
Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Court of International Trade. She is Board Certified in Business Bank-
ruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification and is a member of ABI, the Puerto Rico Bar
Association and the Central Florida Law Association. Ms. Colén received her B.S. in foreign ser-
vice from Georgetown University and her J.D. from the University of Puerto Rico School of Law,
and attended the Massachusetts Institute of Technology’s Minority Introduction to Engineering and
Science (MITES) Program.

Carmen D. Conde-Torres is the founder and principal of C. Conde & Associates in San Juan, P.R.,
where she focuses on chapter 11 corporate reorganizations and federal litigation with a primary
emphasis on bankruptcy law and corporate reorganizations. She has argued before state and fed-
eral courts in Puerto Rico, as well as before the First Circuit Court of Appeals, for which she was
selected for membership on the Panel for Selection of Bankruptcy Judges. Previously, Ms. Conde
was an attorney with the Office of the U.S. Trustee from 1989-93. She is a member of the Puerto
Rico, Puerto Rico Federal and American Bar Associations and ABI. Ms. Conde received her B.S. in
1970 from the University of Puerto Rico and her J.D. cum laude from Inter-American University.

Hon A. Jay Cristol is chief judge emeritus for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern Dis-
trict of Florida in Miami. He was appointed on April 17, 1985, and served as the district’s chief
bankruptcy judge from 1993-99. From 1959-65, he served as a special assistant attorney general of
Florida and as a trustee in bankruptcy from 1977-85. He is the past president of the University of
Miami Law Alumni Association and served on the Board of Trustees of the University of Miami.
Judge Cristol is an adjunct professor at the University of Miami School of Law, where he has taught
an advanced bankruptcy course for more than 20 years. Judge Cristol has served on the Bankruptcy
Committee of the Eleventh Circuit and on the Judicial Conference Advisory Committee on Bank-
ruptcy Rules. He has also taught internationally under various programs for the State Department,
USAID, ABI and the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges. Judge Cristol has published nu-
merous articles on law, aviation, history and other subjects, and wrote a book, The Liberty Incident.
He also served as a captain in the Naval Reserve, with 38 years of service as a pilot and a lawyer.
Judge Cristol received his B.A. from the University of Miami and his J.D. cum laude from the
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University of Miami School of Law, where he was research editor of the Law Review and recipi-
ent of other honors. He received his Ph.D. from the Graduate School of International Studies at the
University of Miami on May 9, 1997, for his dissertation on the Liberty incident.

Stephen B. Darr, CPA, CIRA, CFF, CDBYV is a managing director in the Boston office of Hu-
ron Consulting Group and has more than 35 years of experience providing accounting, auditing
and financial consulting services to business organizations experiencing significant financial and
operating difficulties. His industry experience includes law and professional services firms, health
care, pharmaceuticals, energy, automotive, real estate/construction, mortgages/derivatives, tele-
communications, and manufacturing and distribution. Mr. Darr’s experience also includes provid-
ing litigation support and expert testimony in bankruptcy and nonbankruptcy matters involving
proposed plans of reorganization, preference and fraudulent conveyance actions, professional li-
ability claims, patent infringement, royalty and intellectual property disputes, construction claims,
wrongful employment discharge, and lender liability and business tort claims. He has testified in
court proceedings in Delaware, New York, Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecti-
cut, Maine, New Hampshire, California and Vermont on a wide range of matters, including feasi-
bility of business plans, valuation, contract disputes, financing arrangements, allowability of credi-
tors’ claims, preference and fraudulent conveyance claims, solvency, substantive consolidation and
veil-piercing issues, equitable subordination, reorganization tax issues, and key employee retention
plans. Mr. Darr is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and a director of the Associa-
tion of Insolvency and restructuring Advisors. He received his B.B.A. from Boston College and his
M.B.A. from the University of Chicago.

Prof. Andrew B. Dawson teaches contracts, bankruptcy, secured transactions and commercial law
at the University of Miami School of Law in Coral Gables, Fla., having joined the faculty in 2011.
He also served on ABI’s Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11 as reporter for its Labor
and Benefits Section, and on ABI’s Caribbean Insolvency Symposium advisory board. Prof. Daw-
son has published articles on cross-border insolvency and labor-related issues in bankruptcy. His
research has focused on the intersection of federal bankruptcy and labor laws, both in the corporate
and municipal bankruptcy context. Prof. Dawson has also contributed to the study of cross-border
insolvency under the UNCITRAL Model Law on Cross Border Insolvency. After the U.S. adopted
the Model Law in 2005, he conducted the first empirical study of chapter 15. In addition to his
research in this field, he has also served on the advisory board of the Caribbean Insolvency Sympo-
sium and was inducted into the International Insolvency Institute’s NextGen Leadership Program
in 2014. Prior to joining the UM faculty, Prof. Dawson clerked in the Delaware Bankruptcy Court
for Hon. Peter J. Walsh and in the Third Circuit Court of Appeals for Hon. Jane R. Roth, and was a
Kauffman Legal Fellow at Harvard Law School. He received his B.A. from Williams College and
his J.D. from Harvard Law School, where he was senior editor of the Harvard Negotiation Law
Review. He also received the ABI Medal of Excellence in Bankruptcy and the Irving Oberman Me-
morial Award for best student bankruptcy paper.

Arabella di Iorio is a managing partner of Maples and Calder’s British Virgin Islands office and
heads its BVI litigation and trusts practice groups. She specializes in complex international com-
mercial litigation, including insolvency, distressed funds, shareholder issues, asset-tracing, trust
disputes, insurance and reinsurance, professional negligence and contractual claims. Ms. di lorio
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has considerable arbitration and mediation experience and is a solicitor-advocate. She also advises
on non-contentious trusts matters. Ms. di Iorio joined Maples and Calder in 2006 and was named
partner in 2007. She was previously counsel at an international law firm in Bermuda and worked for
Linklaters in London, having begun her career at the English Bar. Ms. di lorio is listed in Chambers
Global, Legal 500 and Who's Who Legal. She is also listed as a leading lawyer in The Citywealth
Offshore Leaders List, as well as the 2014 IFC Power Women Top 200. Ms. di lorio received her
M.A. with honors from St. Hugh’s College in Oxford, Mass., and her J.D. from the Inns of Court
School of Law in London.

W. Keith Fendrick is a partner in Holland & Knight LLP’s Tampa, Fla., office and a member of
the firm’s Bankruptcy Practice Group. He focuses his practice on bankruptcy and creditors’ rights,
corporate reorganizations and restructurings, and commercial litigation. Mr. Fendrick represents fi-
nancial institutions, corporations, insurance companies and creditor groups in numerous large chap-
ter 11 cases around the country. He also works with secured and unsecured creditors in workouts,
nonbankruptcy corporate reorganizations, and acquisitions of troubled businesses. Mr. Fendrick has
also been appointed as a receiver for the Securities and Exchange Commission. In that capacity,
he has taken over the management and liquidation of a business, the collection of assets, and the
pursuit of claims and recovery of monies for the creditors and investors of the business. He has also
represented receivers in state court receiverships involving Ponzi schemes and fraudulent business
activities. Mr. Fendrick is a Florida Supreme Court-certified circuit mediator. He is a former director
of the Tampa Bay Bankruptcy Bar Association, and has been a panelist for the National Conference
of Bankruptcy Judges and has spoken at seminars on Florida asset protection, creditors’ rights and
remedies, and bankruptcy law. Mr. Fendrick has been listed in Chambers USA - America’s Leading
Business Lawyers for Bankruptcy/Restructuring from 2013-15, in The Best Lawyers in America for
Bankruptcy and Creditor-Debtor Rights Law/Insolvency and Reorganization Law from 1999-16
and for Litigation - Bankruptcy from 2014-16, in Florida Super Lawyers from 2006-15, and as a
“Florida Legal Elite” in Florida Trend magazine from 2004-09 and 2013-15. He received his B.A.
from Auburn University and his J.D. from the University of Houston Law Center.

James W. Fox is a principal with GlassRatner Advisory & Capital Group LLC in New York and has
more than 25 years of experience advising clients in the areas of bankruptcy and restructuring and
mergers and acquisitions. His restructuring client engagements have involved advising debtors and
creditors, turnaround/workout management consulting and financial restructuring. As a financial
advisor, he has provided various valuation-related services (including solvency and fairness opin-
ions, and straight valuations), served in diverse fiduciary roles (including as receiver), and testified
as an expert witness numerous times. Prior to joining GlassRatner in 2011, Mr. Fox was a manag-
ing director and shareholder of a well-established restructuring firm. Previously, he held similar
practice leadership roles at PricewaterhouseCoopers (Coopers & Lybrand predecessor) and a Wall
Street merchant bank. In addition, he was in private industry with Kraft/General Foods and W.R.
Grace & Co., and began his career as a Lieutenant in the U.S. Navy Supply Corps, serving in the
Pacific Submarine Force. Mr. Fox is a member of the Turnaround Management Association (TMA),
ABI, Commercial Finance Association and the Association for Corporate Growth. He was listed in
Turnarounds & Workouts in its 2006 “People to Watch,” and has spoken frequently on restructur-
ing, M&A and valuation topics for the National Association of Corporate Directors (NACD), TMS
and various commercial conference firms. Mr. Fox received his bachelor’s degree from Amherst
College and his M.B.A. from The Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania.
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Rosamar Garcia-Fontan is a member of the Real Estate, Financing & Bankruptcy Group, Corpo-
rate Division of Fiddler, Gonzalez & Rodriguez, P.S.C. in San Juan, P.R., where her practice primar-
ily focuses on matters pertaining to bankruptcy law and creditors’ rights, representing secured and
unsecured creditors in commercial and consumer cases. She has successfully defended creditors
in bankruptcy courts and before the First Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel. Ms. Garcia-Fontan
is a frequent speaker on bankruptcy law, and the Colegio de Abogados de Puerto Rico recently
published her article “Considerations for Mortgage Creditors in Chapter 13 Cases” in its first all-
English volume dedicated exclusively to bankruptcy law. Previously, she served as a bankruptcy
in-house counsel for a major bank in Puerto Rico and as a staff attorney for a chapter 13 trustee. Ms.
Garcia-Fontan received her J.D. from the University of Puerto Rico School of Law.

Mariaelena Gayo-Guitian is a partner with Genovese Joblove and Battista, P.A. in Fort Lauder-
dale, Fla., where she specializes in all areas of bankruptcy, business reorganization and creditors’
rights. She has handled numerous chapter 11 reorganizations and liquidations on behalf of debtors,
creditors, committees and trustees. Ms. Gayo-Guitian also has experience in handling adversary
matters involving objections to discharge, dischargeability of debts, fraudulent transfers, prefer-
ences and related bankruptcy litigation. Additionally, she has represented trustees and creditors in
bankruptcy cases under chapters 7 and 13 and specializes in the representation of both assignors
and assignees in assignments for the benefit of creditors in state court proceedings. Ms. Gayo-
Guitian is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell and has been named in Florida Super Lawyers. She is
an active member of the Southern District of Florida Bankruptcy Bar Association and Bankruptcy
Judicial Liaison Committee of the Business Law Section of the Florida Bar, and she is a current
member and past president of the Broward County Hispanic Bar Association and a member of the
University of Miami Law Alumni Association Board. She is also a member of the International
Women'’s Insolvency and Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC), ABI and the American Bar Asso-
ciation. Ms. Gayo-Guitian is a member of the Florida Bar and is admitted to practice before the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit, the Federal Circuit Court in Washington, D.C., and the
U.S. District Courts for the Middle and Southern Districts of Florida. She earned her J.D. in 1988
from the University of Miami School of Law and her B.B.A. and political science degree cum laude
from the University of Miami in 1985, then clerked for former Chief Bankruptcy Judge Sidney M.
Weaver in the Southern District of Florida.

Hon. Edward A. Godoy is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Puerto Rico in Ponce. Prior
to his appointment to the bench, Judge Godoy was a trial attorney with the U.S. Trustee Program,
where he worked on chapter 7 and 11 cases and focused on combating debtor fraud and creditor
abuse. Before joining the Department of Justice, he practiced law at Feldstein, Gelpi & Gotay in
San Juan, P.R., and specialized in federal litigation, professional liability, real estate and product
liability law. He was also a foreign law trainee at Estudio Beccar Varela in Buenos Aires, Argentina
and Pinheiro Neto Advogados in Sdo Paulo, Brazil. Immediately after graduating from law school,
Judge Godoy joined Stryker, Tams & Dill in Newark, N.J., as a corporate associate. He is a member
of the state bars of New Jersey, New York and Puerto Rico. Judge Godoy received his B.S. cum
laude in finance and economics from the University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton School in Philadel-
phia and his J.D. from Columbia University Law School in New York. He also took postgraduate
courses on the civil and commercial codes at the Faculty of Law of the University of Buenos Aires
in Argentina.
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Elizabeth A. Green is a partner with BakerHostetler in Orlando, Fla., and practices primarily in the
areas of bankruptcy and creditors’ rights. She has represented debtors, creditors and committees in
a wide range of industries. She has also represented a number of health care-related entities, includ-
ing nursing homes, as well as health care CROs in chapter 11 cases and workouts in Florida and
New York, and she has represented buyers of nursing homes in chapter 11 cases across the country.
Ms. Green chairs the firm’s National Bankruptcy, Restructuring and Creditors’ Rights Group and
is a member of its Firmwide Policy Committee, the firm’s governing body. She is a Fellow in the
American College of Bankruptcy, has been recognized in Chambers USA, The Best Lawyers in
America, Floridas Legal Elite and Super Lawyers, and Best Lawyers named her “Lawyer of the
Year in Orlando” for bankruptcy and restructuring in 2012 and for bankruptcy litigation in 2015.
Ms. Green is an adjunct professor at the University of Florida Levin College of Law. She received
her B.A. in 1984 from the New College of Florida and her J.D. with honors in 1986 from the Uni-
versity of Florida Levin College of Law, where she was a member of the Order of the Coif.

Gregory S. Grossman is a founding shareholder of Astigarraga Davis in Miami, where his prac-
tice focuses on creditors’ rights, including bankruptcy and insolvency litigation, restructurings, and
litigation involving the Uniform Commercial Code. He regularly represents institutional lenders
regarding nonperforming loans, including negotiating and documenting workout agreements and
enforcing loan documentation through litigation. Mr. Grossman has represented lenders in restruc-
turings of loans in a variety of industries, including material handling, restaurant and hospital-
ity, real estate development, motor vehicle, aviation, export/import, manufacturing, retailing and
wholesaling. He has substantial experience in all aspects of creditor’s remedies including attach-
ment, replevin, garnishment, executions, mortgage foreclosure, fraudulent transfer litigation, and
proceedings supplementary to execution. Mr. Grossman has also represented lenders in all facets of
reorganizations and liquidations including stay-relief litigation, cash-collateral disputes, bad-faith
dismissals, avoidance actions and plan-confirmation disputes. He has also represented and opposed
insolvency trustees appointed in foreign countries to marshal assets in the U.S. through state and
bankruptcy procedures. Mr. Grossman filed the first chapter 15 case in the state of Florida when
he successfully obtained “foreign main case” recognition of insolvency proceedings for a failed
financial institution in Barbados, and he has since obtained “foreign main case” recognition of
more than eight additional insolvency proceedings pending in Antigua, Austria, Brazil, the Cayman
Islands and the U.K.. He has also counseled and litigated cases involving the sale of goods, checks
and electronic transfers, personal property leases, letters of credit and security interest disputes.
Mr. Grossman received his B.A. in finance and his J.D. with honors from the University of Florida,
where he was a member of Order of the Coif and the Moot Court Board.

Ira L. Herman is a partner in the Bankruptcy and Restructuring Practice Group of Thompson &
Knight LLP’s New York office, where he concentrates his practice on domestic and cross-border
insolvency matters, commercial litigation and related corporate governance issues, with a particu-
lar focus on the oil and gas industry. He also regularly represents buyers of distressed assets and
provides counsel concerning troubled commercial real estate, including securitized loans (CMBS).
As a mediator, Mr. Herman has been able to facilitate the resolution of controversies involving U.S.
and non-U.S. parties concerning bankruptcy and commercial law issues. Additionally, he works
with for-profit and nonprofit entities on data privacy and cybersecurity issues. Mr. Herman has
been recognized in New York Super Lawyers® from 2009-15, and he received the 2015 Pro Bono
Alumni Award from Boston University School of Law. He has also served as chair of the Steering
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Committee for the NYC Bankruptcy Assistance Project and as an adjunct professor of law at both
Pace University School of Law and St. John’s University School of Law. Mr. Herman is a member
of ABI and the New York State, New York City and American Bar Associations. He received his
B.A. in political science cum laude from Yeshiva University in 1979 and his J.D. cum laude with
distinction from Boston University School of Law in 1982, where he served as an editor of the Bos-
ton University International Law Journal.

Henry E. Hildebrand, III has served as standing chapter 13 trustee for the Middle District of Ten-
nessee in Nashville since 1982 and as standing chapter 12 trustee since 1986. He is also Of Counsel
to the Nashville law firm of Lassiter, Tidwell, Davis, PLLC. He is a Fellow of the American College
of Bankruptcy and the Nashville Bar Foundation. Mr. Hildebrand is Board Certified in Consumer
Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification. He chairs of the Legislative and Legal
Affairs Committee of the National Association of Chapter 13 Trustees (NACTT) and sits on the
board of directors for the NACTT Academy for Consumer Bankruptcy Education, Inc. He is also an
adjunct faculty member of the Nashville School of Law and St. John’s University School of Law.
Mr. Hildebrand graduated from Vanderbilt University and received his J.D. from the National Law
Center of George Washington University.

Jeremy C. Hollembeak is a principal in global litigation boutique Kobre & Kim LLP’s New York
office, where he regularly advises both domestic (U.S.) and foreign clients on the development and
implementation of inbound and outbound cross-border legal strategies through multijurisdictional
insolvency-related litigation and asset-tracing, including engagements by debtors, creditors and
court-appointed fiduciaries in connection with large and complex chapter 11 and chapter 15 cases.
His recent engagements include serving as debtors’ special litigation counsel in connection with the
chapter 11 cases of the Baha Mar Casino and Resort located in Nassau, The Bahamas; as chapter 15
counsel to the foreign representative of VASP Airlines in connection with its Brazilian liquidation;
as chapter 15 counsel to Mexican glassmaker Vitro, S.A.B de C.V. in connection with its Mexican
restructuring; and as chapter 15 counsel to the foreign representative of Sino-Forest Corp., an op-
erator and manufacturer of timberlands located in the Peoples Republic of China, in connection
with its Canadian restructuring. Mr. Hollembeak is admitted to practice before the U.S. District
Courts for the Eastern and Southern Districts of New York and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Fifth Circuit, and he is a member of the Bar of the State of New York. Prior to joining Kobre & Kim
LLP, he was a financial restructuring attorney with Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy LLP. Mr.
Hollembeak received his J.D. magna cum laude from Hofstra University School of Law.

Keiran W. Hutchison is the regional head of Restructuring for Ernst & Young in George Town,
Grand Cayman, the Cayman Islands, covering the Bermuda and West Caribbean region including
the Bahamas, the British Virgin Islands and Turks and Caicos. He has been with Ernst & Young
since 1999 and has more than 25 years of experience leading projects in corporate reorganization
and reconstruction in the Americas region, Australia and the U.K. He has also worked on specific
engagements in Asia, the U.S. and in Africa, and on cross-border matters. Mr. Hutchison has pro-
vided restructuring advice to companies in financial distress, has led commercial loan portfolio and
asset-management review assignments, and has assisted many listed companies with corporate,
strategic and debt-restructuring advice. He has also acted as investigating accountant and appointee
in formal corporate insolvency appointments, including preparing reports and acting as an expert
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witness in insolvency and commercial dispute-related matters. Mr. Hutchison is a Chartered Ac-
countant and a Registered & Official Liquidator, and he is a member of the Australian Restructur-
ing, Insolvency and Turnaround Association, INSOL and ABI. He has assisted and advised a range
of companies with transaction due dilligence and transaction support, and he has also advised sev-
eral governments and governmental entities on restructuring issues. Mr. Hutchison graduated from
Queensland University of Technology.

Hon. Laurel Myerson Isicoff has been a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Flor-
ida in Miami since Feb. 13, 2006, and serves on ABI’s Board of Directors. She is also a director of
the American College of Bankruptcy Foundation, as well as a member of the College’s Pro Bono
Committee. Judge Isicoff is immediate past chair of the Public Outreach Committee of the Na-
tional Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and continues to be active in outreach efforts to state court
judges, district court judges, and in pro se and pro bono matters. She also currently serves as judicial
chair of the Pro Bono Committee of the Business Law Section of the Florida Bar. Prior to becoming
a judge, Judge Isicoff specialized in commercial bankruptcy, foreclosure and workout matters both
as a transactional attorney and litigator for 14 years with the law firm of Kozyak Tropin & Throck-
morton after practicing for eight years with Squire, Sanders & Dempsey. She developed a specialty
in bankruptcy and SEC receiverships involving Ponzi schemes. Following law school, Judge Isicoff
clerked for Hon. Daniel S. Pearson of the Florida Third District Court of Appeals before entering
private practice. She is a past president of the Bankruptcy Bar Association (BBA) of the Southern
District of Florida and, until she took the bench, chaired its Pro Bono Task Force. Judge Isicoff
speaks extensively on bankruptcy and pro bono service around the country, and to high school and
college students in the South Florida area about financial literacy. She received her J.D. from the
University of Miami School of Law in 1982.

Soneet R. Kapila is the founding partner of KapilaMukamal, LLP in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., where
he focuses on litigation support, restructuring, insolvency, fiduciary and creditors’ rights matters.
He regularly advises clients about the insolvency implications involved in business transactions,
and represents debtors, secured creditors and creditors’ committees in formulating, analyzing and
negotiating plans of reorganization. Mr. Kapila is a recognized expert in fraudulent conveyance and
insolvency issues. He has provided expert testimony and extensive litigation support services to law
firms involving complex insolvency issues and in commercial damages. To that end, he has worked
in conjunction with the SEC, the FBI and the U.S. Attorney’s Office, and has served both as a con-
sultant and expert witness for litigation matters in state and federal courts. Mr. Kapila is a federal
bankruptcy trustee and has served as an examiner, chief restructuring officer, chapter 11 trustee,
liquidating trustee, corporate monitor (SEC appointment), and state and federal court-appointed re-
ceiver of operating businesses in numerous matters in the Southern and Middle Districts of Florida.
He has spoken to various groups, including New York Law School, St. Thomas University Law
School, National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees,
Receiver’s Forum, Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors, Florida Institute of Certi-
fied Public Accountants, National Business Institute, National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees
(NABT) and ABI on topics related to insolvency, underperforming businesses and insolvency taxa-
tion. Mr. Kapila is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and was named best trustee
in the Daily Business Review’s “Best of 2012.” He is also on the board of directors and is a past
president and past chairman of the Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors, he co-
chairs ABI’s Southeast Bankruptcy Workshop, and he co-authored Fraud and Forensics: Piercing
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Through the Deception in a Commercial Fraud Case (ABI 2015). Mr. Kapila received his M.B.A.
in 1978 from Cranfield School of Management.

Martha E.M. Kopacz, CMA, CIRA is a senior managing director with Phoenix Management Ser-
vices in Boston and has more than 25 years of experience assisting stakeholders in analyzing busi-
ness operations and reorganization possibilities. She was one of the first financial advisors to apply
turnaround principles to public sector and nonprofit organizations. Ms. Kopacz has led or partici-
pated in more than 100 consulting and restructuring engagements representing companies, debtors,
investors, creditor committees, banks and chapter 11 trustees. She has advised in a broad range of
industries, including retail, leisure and entertainment, technology, nonprofit and public sector, and
professional services. Ms. Kopacz has served as an interim president, chief restructuring officer,
chapter 11 trustee, collateral trustee and independent expert. She was also selected as the court’s
expert witness in Detroit’s chapter 9 case, where she was charged with the task of determining the
viability of the city’s reorganization plan and devised a standard for developing restructuring plans
for municipalities. In addition, she advised the Nassau County Interim Finance Authority (NIFA),
a New York state control board, as well as seven of the country’s largest municipal transit authori-
ties in negotiating their advertising contracts with a New York-based outdoor media company. Ms.
Kopacz is a member of ABI, TMA and IWIRC and is a Fellow in the American College of Bank-
ruptcy. She received her B.S. in marketing from Indiana University and her M.F.A. in finance and
invesments from Indiana University.

Kenneth M. Krys is the executive chairman and founder of KRyS Global in George Town, Grand
Cayman, Cayman Islands, and specializes in insolvency and fraud investigations, having chased
and recovered in excess of $1 billion for victims of white collar crime. His efforts have resulted
in many precedents and new case law in the areas of cross-border recognition, asset recovery and
international litigation. Previously, he served as the head of enforcement for the local financial
services regulator. Mr. Krys is a member of the International Insolvency Institute (III) and the
Cayman’s exclusive insolvency expert for Legal s Finest, he is invited annually to speak as a guest
lecturer at New York University School of Law. He received his Bachelor of Commerce from the
University of Alberta.

Hon. Enrique S. Lamoutte is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Puerto Rico in San
Juan, initially appointed in November 1986. He is also a judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Appellate
Panel for the First Circuit, for which he served as chief judge. Judge Lamoutte previously clerked
for U.S. District Judge Hernan G. Pesquera of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Puerto
Rico and was chief of the Civil Division of the U.S. Attorney’s Office. He is also a retired colonel
of the Puerto Rico Air National Guard. Judge Lamoutte graduated from Boston College and the
University of Puerto Rico Law School.

Monsita Lecaroz-Arribas, CIRA has been the Assistant U.S. Trustee for the District of Puerto
Rico, Region 21, in San Juan, P.R., since 2004. Her supervisory duties within the U.S. Department
of Justice include overseeing all filed bankruptcy cases, combating fraud and abuse in the bank-
ruptcy system, supervising trustees and estate administration, monitoring professional compensa-
tion and conduct, and ensuring compliance with bankruptcy law and procedure. As a member of
the Office of Criminal Enforcement, she also supervises the criminal enforcement efforts of various
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regions with the U.S. Trustee Program. Ms. Lecaroz-Arribas’ private practice experience includes
restructuring and bankruptcy negotiation and litigation representing chapter 11, 13 and 7 debtors,
chapter 7 trustees, creditors and unsecured creditors’ committees, and as a chapter 13 trustee staff
attorney. She is certified to practice law in the state courts of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,
the U.S. District Court for the District of Puerto Rico and the First Circuit Court of Appeals, and
is a certified notary public. Ms. Lecaroz received a B.A. from Duke University and a J.D. from the
University of Puerto Rico Law School.

William N. Lobel is an attorney with Lobel Weiland Golden Friedman LLP in Costa Mesa, Calif.,
where he specializes in individual chapter 11 reorganizations and out-of-court restructurings. He
has more than 45 years of experience and primarily focuses on the real estate industry, representing
homebuilders, commercial real estate developers and sub-prime lenders. He has also successfully
represented gaming casinos and fast food and casual dining restaurants, and has worked with clients
in such fields as hospitality, technology, health care and entertainment. Mr. Lobel is a founder of
the Orange County and California Bankruptcy Forums, and he is the first recipient of the Peter M.
Elliot award for “Outstanding Scholarship, Ethics and Service to the Orange County Bankruptcy
Community,” is serving his second term as lawyer representative to the Ninth Circuit Judicial Con-
ference, and is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy. He is admitted to the Florida and
California Bars, the U.S. Supreme Court, and the U.S. District Courts for the Southern, Northern
and Central Districts of California, the Southern District of Florida and the District of Colorado.
Mr. Lobel lectures frequently on bankruptcy-related topics at the University of Southern California
Gould School of Law and serves as a member of the board of visitors of the Chapman University
School of Law. He also previously taught real estate bankruptcy as an adjunct professor at the Uni-
versity of Miami School of Law. Mr. Lobel received both his B.A. in 1965 and his J.D. in 1969 from
the University of Miami.

Wigberto Lugo-Mender, Jr., CPA is the owner and manager of W. Lugo Mender & Co. in Guayna-
bo, P.R., a legal and financial consulting firm that provides services to distressed businesses and
individuals on state and federal matters. He specializes in forensic and fraud reviews, taxation, and
general financial consulting assistance to businesses of all sizes and in different industries. He also
serves as an attorney for several private and commercial clients, particulary on commercial, insol-
vency and inheritance matters. Mr. Lugo-Mender has served as an expert witness in state and fed-
eral proceedings, including business valuation opinions and reporting on work performed by other
professionals in cases of civil and commercial nature. He is also a chapter 7 bankruptcy trustee for
the Judicial District of Puerto Rico, and has been appointed to serve as estate administrator and
trustee in the Puerto Rico First Instance Court, for which his duties include the administration of
assets in contested proceedings, including individuals, partnerships and corporations. Previously,
Mr. Lugo-Mender was a bankruptcy analyst with the U.S. Trustee’s Office and an auditor for Arthur
Andersen & Co. He received his B.B.A. cum laude from the University of Puerto Rico in 1988 and
his J.D. cum laude from the University of Puerto Rico School of Law in 1996.

Hon. Keith M. Lundin is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Middle District of Tennessee in Nash-
ville, where he has been serving since 1982. He also served on the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel for
the Sixth Circuit from 1997-99. Judge Lundin has been an adjunct professor for Vanderbilt Univer-
sity School of Law and Emory University School of Law and a visiting professor for the University
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of New Mexico School of Law. He is a member of the National Bankruptcy Conference and has
also been the assistant editor for the American Bankruptcy Law Journal, a contributing editor for
Norton Bankruptcy Law and Practice and managing editor for the Norton Bankruptcy Law Adviser.
He also co-authored Chapter 13 Bankruptcy.

Edgardo Mangual-Gonzalez is a practitioner with his own firm, EMG Despacho Legal, CRL, in
San Juan, P.R., where he specializes in consumer bankruptcy law. Previously, he clerked for Hon.
Jaime Fuster Berlingery of the Puerto Rico Supreme Court and for Hon. Brian K. Tester of the
U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Puerto Rico. He also worked as litigation attorney in the
Puerto Rico Department of Justice’s Federal and Bankruptcy divisions, and as an attorney in two
law firms. Mr. Mangual-Gonzalez is admitted to practice law in the Puerto Rico Supreme Court,
the U.S. District Court for the District of Puerto Rico and the First Circuit Court of Appeals. He has
also prepared seminars for the Notary Association of Puerto Rico. Mr. Mangual-Gonzalez received
his J.D. with honors from the University of Puerto Rico Law School.

Luis C. Marini-Biaggi is a capital member of O’Neill & Borges LLC in San Juan, P.R., where he
concentrates his practice in all aspects of insolvency matters including bankruptcy, acquisition of
distressed assets, public and private sector restructurings, and the recently enacted “Puerto Rico
Public Corporation Debt Enforcement and Recovery Act.” He also regularly handles complex com-
mercial litigation at the trial and appellate level, including defense of lender liability suits and con-
tract litigation. Mr. Marini-Biaggi regularly represents financial institutions, private-equity funds,
purchasers of distressed debt or assets, and secured and unsecured creditors on insolvency matters.
The Latin America edition of Chambers & Partners has ranked him as a “Band 1 attorney for
lawyers in bankruptcy and restructuring in Puerto Rico. Mr. Marini-Biaggi frequently writes and
lectures on insolvency and bankruptcy matters for ABI and the Federal Bar Association. He also
serves on the Local Bankruptcy Rule Committee of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of
Puerto Rico and is an associate editor for the ABA’s Bankruptcy, Insolvency and Litigation Com-
mittee.Mr. Marini-Biaggi received his his B.B.A from the University of Michigan and his J.D. from
Georgetown University.

Jerry M. Markowitz is a founding shareholder of Markowitz Ringel Trusty + Hartog, P.A. in Mi-
ami and a member of the firm’s Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights practice group. He concentrates
his practice in the areas of creditors’ and debtors’ rights, including workouts, bankruptcy, asset
recovery, insolvency, receiverships, reorganizations, restructuring and mediation. Mr. Markowitz
is listed in The Best Lawyers in America, Chambers USA in the bankruptcy and restructuring cat-
egory, the “Top 250 Attorneys in South Florida” by the South Florida Legal Guide, Super Lawyers
“Top 100 Lawyers in Florida,” and the “Best of the Bar” by the South Florida Business Journal.
He was also was also recognized by Florida Trend’s Hall of Fame for being named in their Florida
Legal Elite list for the past 10 years. Mr. Markowitz is a member of the Florida Bar, ABI (for which
he has served on its Board of Directors, the American Bar Association’s Business Law, Business
Bankruptcy Committee and Commercial Financial Services Committee Sections, and the Continu-
ing Legal Education Committee for the University of Miami Bankruptcy Skills Workshop (for
which he has served as chairman and co-chairman), and he is a member of, and a former president
of, the Bankruptcy Bar Association for the Southern District of Florida. He is also the past presi-
dent of the University of Miami School of Law Alumni Association. As an active ABI member, Mr.
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Markowitz is a regional chair for ABI’s Endowment Fund and co-Education Director of ABI’s Me-
diation Committee. He also sits on the advisory boards of ABI’s Southeast Bankruptcy Workshop
and Caribbean Insolvency Symposium, and has served as faculty for the ABI/St. John’s University
School of Law’s mediation training program. He is a certified mediator in Florida. Mr. Markowitz
received his B.S. in business administration with a concentration in accounting from the University
of Florida and his J.D. from the University of Miami School of Law.

Francisco J. Méndez-Gonzalez, CFF is a partner with Lomba, Luciano, Méndez & Dolagaray
(LLMD), PSC in San Juan, P.R., where he provides a wide range of services to the health care
industry, government, employment benefit plans and commercial practices. He has been engaged
in the implementation of Sarbanes-Oxley, § 404, due-diligence procedures and enterprise risk man-
agement (ERM) in various health care and insurance entities. He has also been appointed by the
Department of Justice U.S. Trustee’s Office as examiner in litigation support cases at the U.S.
Bankruptcy Court District for the Puerto Rico. Previously, Mr. Méndez-Gonzalez worked for more
than five years in KPMG LLP’s audit department, where he specialized in the health care, property
and casualty insurance, service and manufacturing industries. He later worked for more than five
years at Triple-S, Inc. and subsequently at United Healthcare of Puerto Rico, where he was involved
in the implementation of the Puerto Rico Medicaid Healthcare Reform (Reforma de Salud). Mr.
Méndez-Gonzalez is an active member and past chairman of the Puerto Rico CPA Society Health-
care Committee. He also served on the Healthcare Financial Management Association’s (HFMA)
National Board of Directors from 2006-09 and on the HFMA’s Principles and Practices Board from
2010-13. Mr. Méndez-Gonzalez served in the U.S. Army Reserve and completed the Infantry Of-
ficers Course, the U.S. Infantry Jungle School and the U.S. Airborne School. For his work, he was
awarded the Army Achievement Medal and the Army Commendation Medal, and was honorably
discharged as a captain. Mr. Méndez-Gonzalez received his B.B.A. magna cum laude in accounting
from the University of Puerto Rico and is a Certified Healthcare Financial Professional (FHFMA).

Francis C. Morrissey is a partner in the firm of Morrissey, Wilson & Zafiropoulos, LLP in Brain-
tree, Mass., where he concentrates his practice in the areas of commercial litigation, insolvency
and distressed acquisitions and divestitures. His practice encompasses all aspects of the bankruptcy
process, including contested and competing plan confirmation hearings, contested relief-from-stay
and cash-collateral hearings, and fraudulent-transfer and preference litigation. Mr. Morrissey is also
experienced in distressed acquisitions and divestitures, whether through § 363 bankruptcy sales,
chapter 11 plans, secured party sales or receiverships, including negotiating break-up fees and over-
bid provisions. His practice regularly involves representing financial institutions, distressed inves-
tors, and borrowers in the resolution of nonperforming loans, and the restructuring, repositioning
and disposition of distressed real estate. His recent experience includes acting as a receiver for a
multi-state portfolio of commercial real estate that served as collateral for a failed CMBS transac-
tion, representing financial institutions in single-asset real estate bankruptcies, and leader-liability
litigation and negotiating and documenting forbearance and turnover agreements.He also acts as
an expert witness and consultant in a variety of matters related to bankruptcy and commercial law.
Long active in pro-bono matters, Mr. Morrissey currently serves, by appointment of the Supreme
Judicial Court, as vice chair of the Clients’ Security Board and recently completed his second term
as a hearing committee member for the Massachusetts Board of Bar Overseers. He also teaches
bankruptcy and creditors’ rights in the LL.M. program on Banking and Financial Services Law at
Boston University School of Law, receiving the John S. Baerst Award for Excellence in Teaching
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in 2012. In addition, he teaches secured transactions at New England/Law Boston. Mr. Morrissey
received his J.D. cum laude from Boston University School of Law in 1994.

Robert F. Nater-Lebron is special counsel with Ferraiuoli, LLC in San Juan, P.R., and chairs the
firm’s Health Law Practice Group. Previously, he worked for more than 10 years as director of
legal affairs for the largest health insurer in Puerto Rico. As chief legal counsel for the health plan,
he managed all the company’s legal matters including commercial and Medicare Advantage legal
and regulatory issues, as well as the Puerto Rico Government’s Health Insurance Plan (MI Salud),
imparting a business-sense approach within a legal framework. Mr. Nater-Lebron also engaged in
negotiation, consulting and document drafting related to all areas of the business, including but not
limited to health insurance laws and regulations, provider relations and claims, technology issues,
Pharmacy Benefits Management (PBM) negotiation and contracting, and client representation be-
fore governmental agency regulators. In addition, he was secretary of the insurer’s board of direc-
tors. Prior to working with the health insurer, Mr. Nater-Lebron worked as an independent counsel
for various entities and small health plans on issues related to health insurance. He also served as
secretary of the board of directors and chairman of the compliance committee of the board of a
large hospital group in Puerto Rico. Before entering the health industry, Mr. Nater-Lebron worked
in the education law field and served as general counsel and executive assistant to the president of
the University of Puerto Rico, where he helped integrate and manage the 11-campus public higher
education system, and achieved effective congressional collaborations and allocations for various
institutional initiatives. He received his B.A. in international relations in 1982 from George Wash-
ington University, his J.D. magna cum laude in 1991 from the University of Puerto Rico, and his
LL.M. in intellectual property law in 2001 from the University of Houston.

Alejandro Oliveras-Rivera has been the standing chapter 13 trustee for the District of Puerto Rico
in San Juan since July 2002. Previously, he was Assistant U.S. Trustee for the District of Puerto
Rico, was in private practice and joined Puerto Rico Legal Services, holding positions as staff at-
torney, deputy director and director of field offices, as well as deputy director and director of its
private attorney involvement program. He joined the Office of the U.S. Trustee as a staff attorney
in 1989, then joined the law firm of Franco Quiles-Mariani & Godinez, where he represented lend-
ing institutions in bankruptcy matters, general civil litigation, mortgage foreclosures and mortgage
closings. Mr. Oliveras-Rivera is admitted to practice law before the Puerto Rico Supreme Court, the
U.S. District Court for the District of Puerto Rico and the First Circuit Court of Appeals, and he is
a member of ABI and the National Association of Chapter 13 Trustees. He received his J.D. from
the University of Puerto Rico Law School in 1976.

Charles A. Postler is a partner with Stichter, Riedel, Blain & Postler, P.A. in Tampa, Fla., where
he handles large and complex business transactions. Much of his practice is devoted to the rep-
resentation of parties buying or selling operating companies or other significant assets through
asset-purchase agreements or stock-purchase agreements. Mr. Postler has represented parties in sale
and purchase or financing transactions in a wide variety of matters, including the sale or acquisi-
tion of public companies and billion-dollar multinational commercial enterprises to luxury resorts
and yachts. In the chapter 11 context, he routinely handles the drafting of plans of reorganization
and disclosure statements in many of the firm’s largest cases, as well as transactional documents,
debtor-in-possession financing documents and plan-confirmation funding documents. Mr. Postler
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has taken the lead in the representation of numerous large, publicly traded and private companies
in successful chapter 11 cases. Previously, he was with Fowler, White, Gillen, Boggs, Villareal
and Banker, P.A. in Tampa, where he specialized in securities law, mergers and acquisitions, and
corporation and banking law. Mr. Postler received his J.D. in 1984 from the University of Florida.

Patricia A. Redmond is a shareholder in the Bankruptcy and Restructuring Department of the
Miami office of Stearns, Weaver, Miller, Weissler, Alhadeff & Sitterson, P.A. and is a former ABI
president. She has practiced in the insolvency field in Miami for more than 30 years and has ap-
peared in many reorganizations and out-of-court workouts in all industries. Ms. Redmond has rep-
resented developers, financial institutions, public and private owners and distressed-asset purchas-
ers. She has particular experience in the representation of creditors’ committees, secured creditors
and debtors in chapter 11 cases. Ms. Redmond is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy
and served on its Board of Directors (2005-08) and as Secretary. She has been listed in The Best
Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy Debtor/Creditor Rights since 1995, has been recognized as a
Band I attorney by Chambers USA, and has been listed as a top lawyer in the South Florida Legal
Guide and in Florida Trend magazine’s “Legal Elite.” Ms. Redmond is a member and former di-
rector of IWIRC, and received IWIRC’s “Woman of the Year” award in 2013 for Restructuring. In
addition, she has co-chaired ABI’s Caribbean Insolvency Symposium and sits on the advisory board
of ABI’s Southeast Bankruptcy Workshop. Ms. Redmond is admitted to practice before the Bars of
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the state of Florida, and she is an adjunct professor at the
University of Miami School of Law, where she received its Outstanding Professor Award in 2003
and 2011 and its Leaders in Law award in 2014. She also founded its Bankruptcy Assistance Clinic
in 2004. Ms. Redmond received her J.D. in 1979 from the University of Miami.

George W. Shuster, Jr. is a partner in WilmerHale’s Bankruptcy & Financial Restructuring Group,
practicing from the firm’s Boston and New York offices. His varied practice includes debt-finance
work for both borrowers and lenders, bankruptcy and out-of-court restructurings and creditor rights
enforcement, and commercial and bankruptcy litigation. He has particular expertise at the intersec-
tion of bankruptcy and intellectual property law, in disputes involving complex capital structures,
and in cross-border insolvency issues. In the cross-border area, Mr. Shuster has represented credi-
tors and creditor groups on issues ranging from restructuring of international credit facilities and
indentures, to enforcement of licenses and other contractual rights in multijurisdictional insolvency
proceedings, to structuring transactions to mitigate insolvency risk in potential cross-border insol-
vency scenarios. His clients in this area include lenders and distressed-debt-holders, technology
companies, biopharmaceutical companies and energy companies. Mr. Shuster authored “The Trust
Indenture Act and International Debt Restructuring,” an article published in the ABI Law Review in
2006 and cited by many courts addressing TIA-related issues in bond restructurings (including in
the recent Caesars and Marblegate cases). He has also published articles on chapter 15 and related
issues for the ABI Journal and other publications. Mr. Shuster received his undergraduate degree
from Columbia College in 1997 and his J.D. from the University of Virginia School of Law in 2000.

Zachary H. Smith is a member on Moore & Van Allen’s Bankruptcy & Financial Restructuring
team in its Charlotte, N.C. office, where he concentrates his practice in the areas of distressed situ-
ations and bankruptcy, representing strategic investors, creditors, lenders and debtors in in-court
and out-of-court restructurings, including complex restructuring matters pertaining to Puerto Rico.
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Previously, he was a partner in the restructuring practice of a major New York law firm. Mr. Smith
is admitted to practice in New York and before the U.S. District Courts for the Southern and Eastern
Districts of New York. He received his A.B. cum laude in 2000 from Harvard University and his
J.D. cum laude in 2003 from Boston University.

Hon. Brian K. Tester is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Puerto Rico in San Juan, ap-
pointed by the First Circuit Court of Appeals on Nov. 13, 2006. On March 16, 2009, he became the
first U.S. Bankruptcy Judge to sit permanently in the U.S. Courthouse in Ponce. In December 2007,
Judge Tester was appointed to the First Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel, and in January 2011, he
was appointed to the Next Generation of the CM/ECF Bankruptcy Functional Requirement Group.
He began his career as an associate for a small law firm in Encino, Calif., until 1993, when he relo-
cated to San Juan, initially working for a chapter 7 trustee. He eventually moved to a small chapter
11 bankruptcy firm and later joined the U.S. Department of Justice in the Office of the U.S. Trustee.
In 1999, he joined the law firm of Fiddler, Gonzalez & Rodriguez, where he headed its bankruptcy
and business reorganization division. He is a regular speaker for ABI, the Association of Bankrupt-
cy Judicial Assistants, the Federal Judicial Center, the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges
and the National Business Institute. Judge Tester is also a professor of the Interamerican University
of Puerto Rico School of Law. He received his J.D. from Pepperdine University School of Law.

Geoff Varga is a managing director in Duff & Phelps’ Corporate Finance/Restructuring business
unit in New York and is the global head of D&P’s Cayman Restructuring practice. He is also the
managing member of KP Asset Management LLC, an investment advisor entity owned and oper-
ated by D&P. Mr. Vargas focuses on financial restructurings, insolvency, due diligence and forensic
investigations. He has advised investors, creditors and lenders on both formal and informal insol-
vency and financial restructuring matters across a variety of industries. He has also completed vi-
ability assessments and confidential monitorings of companies in financial distress, and has advised
both companies and lenders with respect to restructuring and/or recovery alternatives. Prior to the
acquisition of Kinetic Partners by Duff & Phelps in January 2015, Mr. Varga was the global head
of Kinetic Partner’s Corporate Recovery and Restructuring practice, having built it from inception
in 2005. Prior to Kinetic, he was a vice president within the Business Recovery Services group of
PwC, based in Calgary. Mr. Varga has more than 20 years of public practice experience, with a focus
on financial restructurings, insolvency (liquidations, receiverships, bankruptcies), due-diligence en-
gagements, litigation support and forensic investigations. He has broad international engagement
experience, which he acquired while working in the U.S., Canada, the Cayman Islands and New
Zealand. Mr. Vargas has acted in many fiduciary/judicial capacities, including as a voluntary, pro-
visional and official liquidator, monitor, receiver, trustee and agent in such industries as asset man-
agement (hedge funds, PE funds, SPVs), energy and mining, aviation, transportation, technology,
hospitality and real estate. He received his bachelor of commerce in 1991 from Queens University.

Javier Vilariio is a capital member at Vilarifio & Associates LLC in San Juan, P.R. Previously, he
was a member of Ferraiuoli LLC’s Bankruptcy Practice Group and specialized in bankruptcy and
creditors’ rights litigation. Mr. Vilarifo clerked for two bankruptcy judges in the U.S. Bankruptcy
Court for the District of Puerto Rico, where he counseled the judges on federal and state law is-
sues as they pertain to complex corporate reorganization proceedings and in proceedings at the
First Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel. His legal career began as an attorney for the Department
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of Justice of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. As part of the Bankruptcy Unit of the Federal
Litigation Department, he represented the Puerto Rico Treasury Department and other agencies
in numerous local and stateside bankruptcy proceedings. Afterward, he became a staff attorney
for Jos¢ Carrion, the chapter 12 and 13 trustee for Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. From
2010-12, Mr. Vilarifio was appointed secretary of the Consumer Bankruptcy Subcommittee of the
Puerto Rico Local Bankruptcy Rules Revision Committee. He routinely lectures bankruptcy mat-
ters at the University of Puerto Rico Law School and at the Interamerican University Law School,
and teaches continuing legal education seminars to attorneys and other professionals in the topic of
bankruptcy and federal litigation, specifically for the Puerto Rico Bar Association, the Puerto Rico
CPA Association, the CLE program for the Interamerican University of Puerto Rico Law School,
the Federal Bar Association and the Judicial Academy of the Supreme Court of Puerto Rico. Mr.
Vilarifio received his B.B.A. in 1999 from the Interamerican University of Puerto Rico, his J.D.
from the University of Puerto Rico School of Law in 2005, and his LL.M. in trial advocacy in 2012
from Temple University Beasly School of Law.

Noreen Wiscovitch-Rentas has been a chapter 7 panel of trustee for the District of Puerto Rico in
San Juan, P.R., since 2004. Her professional experience includes representing debtors, chapter 7
trustees and creditors in Puerto Rico and in Florida. Ms. Wiscovitch-Rentas was admitted to prac-
tice before the Supreme Court of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico in January 1998 and in the
State of Florida in 1999. She has also been appointed as a chapter 11 trustee by the U.S. Trustee’s
Office. Ms. Wiscovitch-Rentas received her J.D. in 1997 from Pontificia University Catolica of
Puerto Rico.
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