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Spencer Abraham is a principal with Blank Rome Government Relations LLC in Washington, D.C. 
He served as the tenth Secretary of Energy in U.S. history from 2001-05, during which time he helped 
Former President Bush devise America’s first national energy plan in over a decade and oversaw its 
implementation. Prior to being named a cabinet member, Secretary Abraham served as a U.S. Senator 
from Michigan for six years, authoring 22 pieces of legislation that were signed into law. In this ca-
pacity, he served on the Judiciary, Budget and Commerce Committees. In addition, he was chairman 
of two subcommittees: Manufacturing and Competitiveness, and Immigration. Secretary Abraham 
is a member of the board of directors of Occidental Petroleum, NRG Energy, PBF Energy and Two 
Harbors Investment Corp. He received his B.A. from Michigan State University and his J.D. from 
Harvard Law School, where he co-founded the Federalist Society.

Eric W. Anderson is a partner in bankruptcy group of Parker, Hudson, Rainer & Dobbs LLP in 
Atlanta, where he concentrates his practice in bankruptcy, workouts, financial restructuring and com-
mercial finance. He represents lenders and other parties in bankruptcy and financial restructuring 
matters both in and out of bankruptcy, debtor-in-possession financing, purchase and sale of assets of 
distressed companies, and various related transactions. A frequent writer and speaker, Mr. Anderson 
is a member and past chair of the advisory board for ABI’s Southeast Bankruptcy Workshop and has 
contributed articles to the ABI Journal and other publications. He is a Fellow in the American College 
of Bankruptcy and chairman of the College’s 11th Circuit Educational Programs Committee, and is 
a member of the boards of directors of the Southeastern Bankruptcy Law Institute and of Meritas, 
a worldwide law firm organization. He also served on the board of directors of the Atlanta Bar As-
sociation and is a past chair of the Atlanta Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Section. Mr. Anderson was-
selected as one of Georgia’s Legal Elite in 2007-14, and has been listed as a “Georgia Super Lawyer” 
in Atlanta Magazine. He is also recognized by Chambers USA as one of America’s leading lawyers 
for business, and by The Best Lawyers in America. In addition, he is a Master of the Bench in the W. 
Homer Drake, Jr. Georgia Bankruptcy Inn of Court. Mr. Anderson received his undergraduate degree 
with distinction in 1982 from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and his J.D. cum laude in 1986 
from the University of Wisconsin Law School.

Philip D. Anker is co-chair of WilmerHale’s Bankruptcy and Financial Restructuring Practice Group 
in New York and has more than 20 years of experience in insolvency practice. He has represent-
ed debtors, chapter 11 trustees, trustees of post-confirmation trusts, creditors’ committees, secured 
creditors, debtor-in-possession lenders, unsecured creditors, equityholders, investors and purchasers 
of companies and assets in bankruptcy. Mr. Anker also has substantial experience in out-of-court 
workouts and has played a leading role in some of the largest, most prominent bankruptcy-related 
litigation matters in recent years, including actions arising out of the Adelphia, Enron, Global Cross-
ing, Lyondell, Tribune and Refco chapter 11 cases, as well as several consumer bankruptcy class 
actions. He has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America in the areas of Bankruptcy and Creditor 
Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law from 2005-14, as well as in the 2010-13 editions 
of Benchmark Litigation. Mr. Anker received his Bachelor’s degree magna cum laude in 1978 from 
the University of Pennsylvania and his J.D. in 1982 from George Washington University Law School.

Weston Anson is chairman of CONSOR Intellectual Asset Management in La Jolla, Calif., and spe-
cializes in licensing valuation and marketing. He has been involved in programs at firms such as 
Booz-Allen & Hamilton, Playboy Enterprises and Hang Ten International. Mr. Anson is active in all 
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of the major international trademark and intellectual property associations as a speaker and an officer. 
He is a prolific author on the subject of licensing and intellectual property and has published more 
than 150 articles in the U.S. and overseas. Since founding CONSOR more than 20 years ago, Mr. 
Anson has constructed and implemented numerous licensing programs for major corporations and 
has performed valuations of hundreds of intellectual property components. He received his M.B.A. 
with honors from Harvard University.

Elizabeth J. Austin is a member and chair of the Bankruptcy Section of Pullman & Comley, LLC’s 
Litigation Department in Bridgeport, Conn., where she represents financial institutions, creditors’ 
committees, debtors and trustees in both reorganizations and liquidations and related bankruptcy 
court litigation. Previously, she was the Assistant U.S. Trustee for the Southern District of New York, 
where she oversaw all chapter 11 proceedings filed in the district, including such major cases as Re-
fco, Delta Airlines, Northwest Airlines, Delphi, Calpine and Dana Automotive. She argued crucial 
motions in major cases, including the U.S. Trustee’s motions for examiners and trustees in the Refco, 
Delta and Adelphia cases. She also oversaw the appointment of creditors’ committees, including 
equity committees, in all major cases. Before joining the Office of the U.S. Trustee, Ms. Austin had 
been chair of Pullman & Comley’s Bankruptcy Section, where she represented major creditors in the 
chapter 11 cases of three airlines, debtors and creditors’ committees, official committees of work-
ing interest and royalty owners in numerous oil company bankruptcies, and debtors and creditors in 
real estate cases involving shopping centers, apartment complexes and office buildings. She has trial 
experience in both state and federal courts and has written on many aspects of bankruptcy law. Most 
recently she was a contributing author and editor to Examiners in Bankruptcy Cases: A Guide for Ex-
aminers, Courts and Practitioners, 2013-2014 Edition, published by Thomson Reuters Westlaw. She 
also wrote a case study titled “Alternatives to Bankruptcy for Insolvent Nursing Homes,” published 
by the American Bankruptcy Institute Law Review, and on matters related to bankruptcy fraudulent 
transfer avoidance, the bankruptcy collection process, bankruptcy ethics and the Bankruptcy Reform 
Act of 1994. She also has lectured on bankruptcy law before numerous professional groups. Ms. Aus-
tin received her B.A. from University of Nebraska at Lincoln 1979 and her J.D. from the University 
of Nebraska School of Law in 1982.

Hon. Martin R. Barash is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Central District of California in Wood-
land Hills, sworn in on March 26, 2015. He brings more than 20 years of legal experience to the 
bench. Prior to his appointment, Judge Barash had served as a partner at Klee, Tuchin, Bogdanoff & 
Stern LLP in Los Angeles since 2001, where he counseled parties in chapter 11 cases and litigated 
chapter 7 and chapter 11 bankruptcy cases. Following law school, he clerked for Judge Procter R. 
Hug, Jr. of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit from 1992-93. Judge Barash is a member 
of ABI’s Board of Directors. He also serves as a director of the Judicial Leadership Development 
Council and is a member of the NCBJ Committee on Judicial Security. He previously was a member 
of the board of directors for the Los Angeles Bankruptcy Forum. Judge Barash is a frequent panelist 
on bankruptcy law issues and has been a guest lecturer at the UCLA School of Law. He has also been 
involved in the local legal community as a pro bono attorney with the Public Counsel Chapter 7 Reaf-
firmation Hearing Clinic, and has been a volunteer judge for a course on negotiating and confirming 
chapter 11 plans at the UCLA School of Law and with UCLA’s Mock Trial Competition. He currently 
serves as a director and immediate past president of the Junior Statesmen Foundation, a national, non-
partisan organization sponsoring civics education programs for high school students. Judge Barash 
received his A.B. magna cum laude in 1989 from Princeton University and his J.D. in 1992 from the 
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UCLA School of Law, where he served as member, editor, business manager and symposium editor 
of the UCLA Law Review.

Lisa G. Beckerman is a partner with Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP in New York, where her 
practice focuses on representing debtors, informal groups of creditors and official creditors’ commit-
tees in chapter 11 cases and out-of-court restructurings in a variety of areas, including manufacturing, 
airlines, media, retail, energy and real estate. Some of her recent representations include Walter En-
ergy, Inc., Chassiz Holdings, Inc., YRC Worldwide, Metro Affiliates, Inc., Journal Register Co., Pin-
nacle Airlines Corp., Nortel Networks Inc., WCI Communities, Inc., Delta Air Lines and Bear Sterns. 
Ms. Beckerman has been recognized by Chambers USA from 2005-15 and was in the Practical Law 
Company’s list of top bankruptcy attorneys in the U.S. She was also recognized in Who’s Who Legal 
for Insolvency & Restrucuring in 2014-16. Ms. Beckerman serves on ABI’s Board of Directors and is 
a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy. She also serves on the Dean’s Advisory Board for 
Boston University School of Law. Ms. Beckerman is admitted to practice in the District of Columbia, 
New Jersey and New York, and before the U.S. District Courts for the Eastern and Southern Districts 
of New York and the District of New Jersey. She received her B.A. with honors from the University of 
Chicago in 1984, her M.B.A. from the University of Texas at Austin in 1986 and her J.D. from Boston 
University School of Law in 1989.

John H. Beisner is a partner with Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP in Washington, D.C., 
and leads its Mass Torts, Insurance and Consumer Litigation Group. He focuses on the defense of 
purported class actions, mass tort matters and other complex civil litigation in both federal and state 
courts. He also regularly handles appellate litigations and has appeared in matters before the U.S. 
Supreme Court. Over the past 35 years, Mr. Beisner has defended major U.S. and international cor-
porations in more than 600 purported class actions filed in federal courts and in 40 state courts at 
both the trial and appellate levels. Those class actions have involved a wide variety of subjects, 
including antitrust/unfair competition, consumer fraud, RICO, ERISA, employment discrimination, 
environmental issues, product-related matters and securities. He also has handled numerous matters 
before the Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation, as well as proceedings before various federal 
and state administrative agencies, particularly the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
and the Consumer Product Safety Commission. Mr. Beisner has advised on numerous high-visibility 
corporate crisis situations, including congressional hearings, federal agency investigations, state at-
torneys general inquiries and General Accounting Office reviews. He is a frequent writer and lecturer 
on class action and complex litigation issues, and in 2013, he received the Burton Award for Legal 
Achievement, which recognizes excellence in legal scholarship. Mr. Beisner also has been an active 
participant in litigation reform initiatives before Congress, state legislatures and judicial committees. 
He has testified numerous times on class action and claims aggregation issues before the U.S. Senate 
and House Judiciary Committees (particularly with respect to the Class Action Fairness Act of 2005) 
and before state legislative committees. For his integral role in crafting the Class Action Fairness Act, 
he was recognized with the 2011 Research and Policy Award by The U.S. Chamber Institute for Legal 
Reform. Mr. Beisner repeatedly has been selected for inclusion, and is in the top tier, in Chambers 
USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for Business in the area of product liability, and he also is listed in 
The Best Lawyers in America, The Legal 500 U.S., Who’s Who Legal and Lawdragon 500 Leading 
Lawyers in America. He received his B.A. from the University of Kansas in 1975 with honors and 
Phi Beta Kappa, and his J.D. with honors from the University of Michigan in 1978, where he was an 
administrative editor of The Michigan Law Review.
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Mark T. Benedict is a partner with Husch Blackwell LLP in Kansas City, Mo., and has more than 
20 years of experience in the bankruptcy and insolvency field. He is a member of the firm’s Food and 
Agribusiness Strategic Business Unit and regularly represents clients in distressed mergers and acqui-
sitions, including sales through bankruptcy. Over the last 15 years, Mr. Benedict has been extensively 
involved in the purchase and sale of grocery stores throughout the U.S., largely representing buyers in 
the industry. He also represents national banks and national asset-based lenders. Mr. Benedict began 
his career as a law clerk to Hon. Frank W. Koger, and has been with Husch Blackwell LLP for 21 
years. He received his J.D. from Boston College Law School.

Leyza F. Blanco is a founding shareholder in the Miami office of GrayRobinson, P.A., where she 
concentrates on complex business litigation, bankruptcy and insolvency matters representing credi-
tors, receivers, assignees, trustees and debtors. She has served as mediator, custodian, examiner, re-
ceiver, special master and as an expert witness in federal and state court proceedings, and her practice 
in the area of restructuring and creditors’ rights is currently focused on complex business and cross-
border bankruptcy and commercial litigation matters. She is also a certified civil court mediator. Ms. 
Blanco is currently vice chair of Finance for the International Women’s Insolvency and Restructuring 
Confederation and vice chair of the Litigation Committee of the Florida Bar’s Business Law Section. 
She also serves as Special Projects Leader for ABI’s Asset Sales Committee. Ms. Blanco is a past 
president of the Bankruptcy Bar of the Southern District of Florida and past chair of the Florida Bar 
Business Law Section’s Bankruptcy/UCC Committee and Bankruptcy Judicial Liaison Committee. 
She was awarded the Key Partners Award by the South Florida Business Journal in 2012 and was re-
cently recognized in the Wall Street Journal as being among the Top 50 Women Attorneys in Florida 
in 2016 and Top 100 Lawyers in Miami-Dade County. Ms. Blanco is a 2014 Fellow for the Legal 
Council in Legal Diversity and a member of Leadership Florida Class XXXII. She is ranked in Cham-
bers USA, and has been named a Florida Super Lawyer and Top Lawyer by Florida Trend’s Legal 
Elite. Ms. Blanco received her B.A. from Miami College of Arts & Sciences and her J.D. magna cum 
laude from the University of Miami Law School, where she was articles and comments editor for the 
Inter-American Law Review and a member of the Order of the Coif.

Daniel F. Blanks is a partner and vice chair of the Bankruptcy and Financial Restructuring Practice 
Group of Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP in Jacksonville, Fla., where he focuses on bank-
ruptcy, financial restructuring, distressed-asset acquisitions, creditors’ rights, commercial workouts, 
consumer financial litigation and commercial litigation. He is experienced in representing corpo-
rate debtors, official and unofficial committees of creditors or equity-holders, asset-acquirers, plan 
administrators, liquidating trustees, secured lenders, creditors, and other stakeholders in a variety 
of business chapter 11 cases, as well as foreign trustees in chapter 15 proceedings. In addition, he 
has defended multiple defendants in class-action and single-plaintiff lawsuits brought under the Fair 
Debt Collection Practices Act, Fair Credit Reporting Act, Telephone Consumer Protection Act and 
comparable Florida state laws regarding consumers. Mr. Blanks is admitted to practice in Florida, 
New York and Virginia, and before the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the Fourth and Eleventh Circuits, 
and the U.S. District and Bankruptcy Courts for the Northern and Southern Districts of New York. 
A frequent writer and speaker, he was named in “Virginia Rising Stars” for Bankruptcy & Creditor/
Debtor Rights in Super Lawyers for 2008 and 2009, and was named to the “Top Forty Under 40” in 
the Hampton Roads Business Journal in 2008. Mr. Blanks received his B.A. in government from The 
College of William & Mary in 1996 and his J.D. cum laude in 2002 from the University of Richmond, 
where he served on the editorial board of the Richmond Journal of Law & Technology.
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Brad Boe is director of credit at Performance Food Group in Denver and a member of its Mergers 
and Acquisition team. He has years of in-depth experience in receivables management, reduction of 
working capital, credit risk and portfolio management, banking relationships, remote deposit capture, 
EIPP, NACHA, autocash integration,contract administration, Uniform Commercial Code, Bankrupt-
cy Code, total quality management, credit management process improvement, systems implementa-
tion and integration projects. Mr. Boe specializes in debt restructuring, workouts, secured transac-
tions, chapter 11s and unsecured creditors’ committees, preference defense, § 503(b)(9) and PACA 
claims, and IT system development and implementation. He has been a project manager for a credit 
and AR overlay system that ties 22 disparate core legacy systems into one integrated solution, from 
EIPP to credit management to cash application. Mr. Boe received his B.S. in business administration 
from the University of Minnesota-Twin Cities.

Peter L. Borowitz is a mediator with Mangrove Mediation in Bonita Springs, Fla. After three decades 
at Debevoise & Plimpton, he retired from the partnership in 2007 so that he could focus exclusively on 
acting as mediator in all types of commercial disputes, with particular emphasis on disputes arising in 
domestic and cross-border bankruptcies and out-of-court restructurings. In recent years, Mr. Borow-
itz has served as mediator in connection with a number of chapter 11 cases, including mediation of 
chapter 11 plan issues in the Energy Future Holdings, Tousa and US Capital cases and the mediation 
of adversary proceedings in connection with the Madoff, Lehman, Adelphia, BearingPoint, Polaroid, 
Refco, Rhodes Companies, SemCrude and 360networks cases. He joined Debevoise & Plimpton in 
1978 and became a partner in 1986. While his career initially focused on the representation of debtors 
in bankruptcies and workouts (such as Chrysler, Western Union and Baldwin United), in later years 
he primarily represented creditors in restructurings in and out of court (including such domestic cases 
as Orion Pictures, TWA, Enron, USGen, Calpine, Kmart, Oregon Arena and Dulles Greenway, and 
such cross-border cases as Sea Containers, Parmalat Canada, LJ Hooker, AeroMexico, Mexicana, 
Kvaerner, and Burmeister and Wain). Mr. Borowitz received his A.B. summa cum laude from Har-
vard College in 1974 and his J.D. magna cum laude from Harvard Law School in 1978, where he was 
a member of the Harvard Law Review and a recipient of the Sears Prize.

Craig Boucher, CPA is a managing director with Mackinac Partners in Washington, D.C., and has 
more than 20 years of financial restructuring, strategic advisory and operational turnaround experi-
ence, including serving in C-level executive, interim management and lead restructuring advisor 
roles for companies facing a variety of complex situations including rapid growth scenarios, under-
performance, out-of-court restructurings and chapter 11 proceedings. He is experienced in helping 
companies and equity sponsors drive value in restructuring and turnaround scenarios across the con-
sumer products, retail, restaurant, distribution/transportation, real estate, construction, government, 
high- tech, services and health care industries. Mr. Boucher has helped restructure numerous retailers 
and has led restructuring initiatives for several supply-chain focused businesses. Prior to joining 
Mackinac Partners, he was a managing director in Deloitte Advisory’s Corporate Recovery Group, a 
managing director with XRoads Solutions Group and a principal for SBA Financial Services Inc. Mr. 
Boucher received his B.S. in accounting from New Hampshire College.

William (Bill) A. Brandt, Jr. is the founder and executive chairman of Development Specialists, Inc. 
in New York and has been involved in thousands of insolvency and restructuring cases. In 2015, he 
finished his third consecutive term serving as chair of the Illinois Finance Authority, having first been 
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appointed by the governor in 2008 and confirmed unanimously by the Illinois Senate that same year, 
and then subsequently reappointed as chair in 2010 and 2012. The IFA is one of the nation’s largest 
state-sponsored self-financed entities principally engaged in issuing taxable and tax-exempt bonds, 
making loans and investing capital for business, nonprofit organizations and local governments. Mr. 
Brandt, again by gubernatorial appointment, was also a member of the Illinois Broadband Deploy-
ment Council, whose mission is to ensure that advanced telecommunications services are available 
to all of the citizens of Illinois. He has advised Congress on matters of insolvency and bankruptcy 
policy, and in that capacity was the principal author of the amendment to the Bankruptcy Code per-
mitting the election of trustees in chapter 11 cases. He was involved in drafting several amendments 
to the Bankruptcy Code revisions enacted into law in April 2005 as part of the Bankruptcy Abuse 
Prevention and Consumer Protection Act, and served on ABI’s Committee to Study the Reform of 
Chapter 11. Mr. Brandt was a member of the President’s National Finance Board during the Clinton 
administration, and was elected a Florida delegate to the 1996 Democratic National Convention. He 
also worked with various public policy, law and banking leaders in China on approaches to the re-
organization and restructuring of some of that nation’s state-owned industries. Mr. Brandt has been 
involved with some of the more celebrated financial restructuring cases in the nation’s history, includ-
ing Mercury Finance Co., Southeast Banking Corp., Malden Mills, the Keck, Mahin & Cate law firm, 
the Coudert Brothers law firm, the Ohio “Coin Fund” scandal and the Bernie Ebbers Settlement Trust. 
He chairs the National Advisory Council for the Institute of Governmental Studies at the University 
of California at Berkeley and was a member of the Board of Trustees at Loyola University Chicago 
from 2007-16. Mr. Brandt served several terms on ABI’s Board of Directors and sat on the advisory 
board of the ABI Law Review. A frequent author and speaker, he regularly appears on CNN, CNBC, 
CNNfn, Bloomberg, Canada’s BNN and the Arise America news network, as well as the CBS Radio 
and National Public Radio networks. He has also been listed in Who’s Who in America, Who’s Who 
in Finance and Industry and Who’s Who in American Law. Mr. Brandt received his B.A. from St. 
Louis University and his M.A. from the University of Chicago, where he also completed further post-
graduate work toward a doctoral degree.

C. Mark Brannum is vice president, general counsel and secretary of Jonah Energy LLC in Den-
ver. Over the course of his 20-year career, he has held senior legal leadership roles with Magellan 
Petroleum Corp., SM Energy and Dallas-based business law firm Winstead, most recently as vice 
president, general counsel and secretary for Magellan Petroleum. Mr. Brannum is a member of the 
Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Foundation. He received his B.A. in political science from Central 
State University and his J.D. from the University of Oklahoma.

Justin G. Brass is a former managing director of Burford Capital LLC in New York and focuses on 
law and finance. He began his career at Greenberg Traurig in Miami before serving as a law clerk 
for Judge Robert D. Drain in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of New York. After 
completing his clerkship, he joined the bankruptcy and corporate reorganization group at Paul, Weiss 
in New York. Mr. Brass received his J.D. from Stetson University College of Law, where he received 
the ABI Medal of Excellence in Bankruptcy Studies, and his LL.M. in Bankruptcy from St. John’s 
University School of Law.

Jason S. Brookner is a partner with Gray Reed & McGraw, P.C. in Dallas, where he represents 
and advises companies, buyers, creditors, trustees, committees, lenders and other constituents in all 
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aspects of distressed, insolvency and restructuring scenarios. He has broad experience representing 
debtors, trustees, committees, individual creditors and sellers/purchasers of assets. Mr. Brookner has 
been profiled as one of the leading “Bankruptcy/Restructuring Lawyers in Texas” by Chambers USA 
(2005-15) and as a “Texas Super Lawyer” in Texas Monthly (2004, 2008-14), and has been named 
one of the “Best Business Lawyers in Dallas in Bankruptcy” by D Magazine (2009) and in The Best 
Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law 
(2013-15). Previously, Mr. Brookner was a law clerk to Hon. Charles N. Clevert, Jr., formerly the 
Chief Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Wisconsin. He chaired the Dallas Bar Associa-
tion’s Bankruptcy and Commercial Law Section (2007), as well as co-chaired ABI’s Commercial 
Fraud Committee (2010-12). Most recently, he co-chaired ABI’s Technology and IP Committee. Mr. 
Brookner received his B.A. from the University of New York at Binghamton and his J.D. from Hof-
stra University School of Law, where he was the articles editor of the Hofstra Property Law Journal.

Hon. Kevin J. Carey is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Delaware in Wilmington, first ap-
pointed in 2005 and serving as Chief Judge from 2008-11. He previously served as a U.S. bankruptcy 
judge for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, appointed on Jan. 25, 2001. Judge Carey began his 
legal career clerking for Hon. Thomas M. Twardowski, then served as clerk of court for the Eastern 
District of Pennsylvania. He is the Third Circuit representative on the Administrative Office’s Bank-
ruptcy Judges Advisory Group and a member of the Third Circuit Judicial Council’s Facilities and 
Security Committee. Judge Carey is the immediate past global chairman of the Turnaround Manage-
ment Association, is a member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and is an ABI Board 
member. Judge Carey is a part-time adjunct professor at Temple University’s Beasley School of Law 
and St. John’s University’s LL.M. in Bankruptcy program, and is a contributing author to the Collier 
Forms Manual and Collier on Bankruptcy. He received his B.A. in 1976 from Pennsylvania State 
University and his J.D. in 1979 from Villanova University School of Law.

Robert M. Charles, Jr. is a partner with Lewis Roca Rothgerber Christie LLP in Tucson, Ariz. The 
firm’s bankruptcy practice group leader, he practices primarily bankruptcy law in both Arizona and 
Nevada. Mr. Charles is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and a past chair of the State 
Bar of Arizona Committee on Rules of Professional Conduct, and he continues to serve as a member 
of the Arizona Bar’s Ethics Committee. He was a lawyer delegate to the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Ninth Circuit and is a member of the Conference Executive Committee. Mr. Charles lectures 
and writes extensively on bankruptcy law and is an adjunct faculty member of the James E. Rogers 
University of Arizona College of Law, teaching bankruptcy reorganization. He was previously with 
Lewis and Roca following a two-year clerkship with Hon. Earl H. Carroll of the U.S. District Court 
for the District of Arizona. Mr. Charles received his B.A. from the University of Arizona in 1979 and 
his J.D. with distinction from the University of Arizona James E. Rogers College of Law in 1982.

Jim Cochran is the managing partner for Cochran Client Development in Austin, Texas, and has 
trained and coached more than 3,000 attorneys in over 30 AmLaw 200 law firms in business develop-
ment. He has also trained and coached attorneys in business development in Canada, the U.K. and 
Europe. During the 20 years that Mr. Cochran has worked as a consultant in the legal industry, he 
has developed customized training and coaching programs, led client-pursuit and service teams, and 
helped attorneys win millions of dollars in business from existing and new clients. He has spoken on 
business development at both national and regional meetings for attorneys and marketing profession-
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als. Mr. Cochran began his career practicing law with the largest law firm in Austin and focused his 
practice primarily in the areas of banking, real estate finance, lender liability and workouts. During 
that time, he represented some of the largest financial institutions in the Southwest. Mr. Cochran then 
joined 3M in its Office of General Counsel, where he was responsible for five different operating divi-
sions, including 3M’s telecommunications business, which had global sales of over $400 million. He 
also represented the company in a broad number of areas, including antitrust, contracts, employment, 
licensing, litigation, mergers and acquisitions, product liability and trademarks. Mr. Cochran received 
both his M.B.A. and J.D. from Southern Methodist University in Dallas.

Richard J. Cole, III is a shareholder with Cole & Cole Law, P.A. in Sarasota, Fla., where he primar-
ily practices in litigation and bankruptcy. AV Rated by Martindale Hubbell, he is an executive board 
member on the Federal Bar Association’s State & Local Government Relations Section Executive 
Board and is special projects manager with ABI’s Consumer Committee, for which he helps in set-
ting up various webinars and events. Mr. Cole received his B.A. from the University of Florida and 
his J.D. cum laude from the University of Florida, Levin College of Law, where he was a member of 
the Florida Law Review and served as a research editor. In 2006, he was awarded the Book Award 
for Corporations Law. He also served as a board member on the Law College Council, a student 
government body, and studied European law at the Universiteit Leiden, Netherlands, during his J.D. 
program. After completing his J.D., Mr. Cole went to London to further study international and Euro-
pean laws, focusing on international finance, investment and insolvency law. He received his LL.M. 
with merit in 2009.

Hon. Daniel P. Collins is Chief Bankruptcy Judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of 
Arizona in Phoenix, appointed as bankruptcy judge on Jan. 18, 2013, and as chief judge on March 
17, 2014. Previously, he was a shareholder with the law firm of Collins, May, Potenza, Baran & Gil-
lespie, P.C., in downtown Phoenix, practicing primarily in the areas of bankruptcy, commercial litiga-
tion and commercial transactions. Judge Collins served on the State Bar of Arizona’s Subcommittee 
on the Uniform Fraudulent Transfer Act. He also chaired the Bankruptcy Section of the State of 
Arizona from 1995-96 and was a lawyer representative to the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. Judge 
Collins is a frequent speaker on such topics as professionalism and civility, fraudulent transfers, dis-
charge litigation, trial practice, reaffirmation agreements, the intersection of bankruptcy and marital 
dissolution, receiverships, bankruptcy sales, bankruptcy claims classification, trustee representation, 
pensions in bankruptcy, bankruptcy appeals and debtor/ creditor law. He is a member of ABI, the 
National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees, the State Bar of Arizona and the Maricopa County Bar 
Association, and he currently serves on the board of the Federal Bar Association’s Phoenix Chapter. 
He is also member of the University of Arizona Law School Board of Visitors and was one of the 
founders of the Arizona Bankruptcy American Inns of Court, and he has served for more than 20 
years on the American Arbitration Association’s Commercial Panel. Judge Collins received both his 
B.S. in finance and accounting in 1980 and his J.D. in 1983 from the University of Arizona.

Richard J. Corbi is an attorney in the Bankruptcy & Restructuring Group of the New York City of-
fice of Otterbourg P.C. Previously, he had served as the term law clerk to Hon. Alan S. Trust, U.S. 
Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of New York. Prior to beginning his clerkship with Judge 
Trust, Mr. Corbi was invited to be the first temporary clerk for the newly appointed Hon. Louis A. 
Scarcella, U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of New York. Before that, he was counsel 
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in the Bankruptcy and Financial Restructuring Group at Lowenstein Sandler LLP in New York and 
an associate in the bankruptcy group of Proskauer Rose LLP in New York, where he represented such 
debtors as Philadelphia Newspapers, TLC Vision and Gas City, as well as Ares Management in its 
capacity as rights offering backstopper in the Lyondell Chemical Co. chapter 11 case, defendants in 
the Madoff litigation, Major League Baseball in the Los Angeles Dodgers chapter 11 cases, DIP lend-
ers, private-equity funds, and other investors in U.S. and cross-border insolvencies and out-of-court 
restructurings. Mr. Corbi is admitted to the New York Bar, as well as the U.S. District Court for the 
Southern District of New York. He is a member of the New York City Bar Association, Federal Bar 
Council and Federal Bar Association. Mr. Corbi received his B.A. in 2001 from Ithaca College, his 
J.D. from Hofstra University School of Law and his LL.M. from St. John’s University School of Law.

Kelley A. Cornish is a partner in the Bankruptcy and Corporate Reorganization Department of Paul, 
Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP in New York and a member of the firm’s Management 
Committee. She represents debtors, secured and unsecured creditors, official and unofficial commit-
tees, and acquirors of distressed assets. She also has substantial experience in complex commercial 
litigation, including bankruptcy-related litigation involving fraudulent transfers, preferences and eq-
uitable subordination. Ms. Cornish has served as debtor’s counsel to large public and private compa-
nies, including Walter Energy, Inc., AbitibiBowater Inc., The Warnaco Group, The Penn Traffic Co., 
London Fog Industries, Progressive Moulded Products and American Remanufacturers, Inc. She has 
also represented creditors’ committees and strategic creditors in such matters as the City of Detroit, 
Energy Future Holdings Corp., Howrey LLP, Allen Systems Group, Inc., Winn Dixie, NorthWestern 
Corporation, Olympia & York and the New York Racing Association, Inc. Ms. Cornish is recognized 
in Chambers USA, Legal 500, The Best Lawyers in America and IFLR1000, and in Who’s Who Legal/
The International Who’s Who of Business Lawyers as a leading bankruptcy and restructuring lawyer. 
She also was named a 2012 “Client Service All-Star” by BTI Consulting Group and was listed among 
the “2-Year MVPs,” having been named to the list for a second year. Ms. Cornish received her B.A. 
summa cum laude from Pennsylvania State University and her J.D. magna cum laude from North-
western University School of Law, where she was a member of the Order of the Coif.

Tyler Cowan is a director at Lazard based in its Chicago office. With more than 12 years of experi-
ence, he has been involved in a variety of merger and acquisition advisory, restructuring and corporate 
finance assignments for clients from a wide range of industries. While at Lazard, Mr. Cowan’s cor-
porate advisory assignments have included advising AIG, 3M, Calwest, Cengage Learning, Central 
Garden & Pet, CDW, CF Industries, Chassix, Corn Products, Dex Media (formerly R.H. Donnelley), 
Energy Future Holdings creditors’ committee, The Great Atlantic & Pacific Tea Company, Green 
Mountain Coffee Roasters, Hostess secured lenders, Local Insight Media, Lufthansa, Russell Corp., 
Simon Property Group, SuperValu, USEC, Wendy’s, Westgate Resorts and Wrigley, among others. 
His recent coal sector experience includes advising Walter Energy’s first-lien creditors, Peabody En-
ergy with respect to the bankruptcy of and settlement with its former subsidiary Patriot Coal, and the 
chapter 11 restructuring of Longview Power and its wholly owned captive coal subsidiary, Mepco. 
Mr. Cowan received his B.S. in industrial engineering cum laude from Northwestern University.

H. David Cox is an attorney with Cox Law Group in Lynchburg, Va., where he practices bankruptcy 
law throughout the Western District of Virginia from his offices in Lynchburg, Danville, Staunton and 
Winchester. His practice focuses exclusively on the representation of consumer debtors in bankruptcy 
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and related proceedings. Prior to entering private practice, Mr. Cox served as a judicial law clerk for 
Hon. William E. Anderson, U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Virginia. He is past 
member of the Virginia State Bar’s Board of Governors for the Bankruptcy Section, and he has been 
included in Virginia Business Magazine’s list of the best bankruptcy lawyers in the state, as well as 
in its list of the best young practitioners. Mr. Cox is a member of ABI and Virginia State co-chair of 
the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys, and is a council member of the Virginia 
Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Section. He is co-editor of Bankruptcy Practice in Virginia, authored 
the bankruptcy sections of the book Fee Agreements for Virginia Lawyers, and has lectured at numer-
ous CLE programs related to bankruptcy. In March 2013, Mr. Cox was inducted as a Fellow of the 
American College of Bankruptcy, and in June 2011, he became a permanent member of the Fourth 
Circuit Judicial Conference.

Joseph “Jody” P. Davis III is a senior trial attorney with Greenberg Traurig, LLP in Boston, and has 
broad experience in business, cross-border and bankruptcy-related litigation. He represents public 
and private corporations, private individuals and entrepreneurs before federal and state courts. Mr. 
Davis has wide-ranging experience handling fiduciary duty, fraud, corporate control, shareholder, 
investment, lending and intellectual property disputes. He served as lead trial counsel in bankruptcy 
courts across the country on behalf of debtors, unsecured creditors’ committees, hedge funds, private-
equity funds, secured lenders, stalking-horse bidders, commercial landlords and equity-holders. Mr. 
Davis frequently manages complex, multi-tiered litigation situations outside and within the bankrupt-
cy courts, including adversary proceedings and contested matters in the course of chapter 11 proceed-
ings. His accomplishments include obtaining an order of specific performance after trial in Delaware 
to force an overseas buyer to close on its acquisition of the debtors’ assets and defeating a plan of 
reorganization on behalf of the equity-holder of a Tier One auto supplier following a five-month trial 
in Michigan. He also has represented hedge funds and bondholders in pursuit of claims valued in the 
billions of dollars against multinational corporations associated with cross-border tax structures, and 
has both sued and represented directors and officers in claims arising out of distressed situations. Mr. 
Davis is admitted to practice before the courts of Massachusetts, the U.S. Supreme Court, the U.S. 
Courts of Appeals for the First, Second, Third and Ninth Circuits, and the U.S. District Courts for the 
District of Massachusetts and the Eastern District of Michigan.

Melissa Davis, CPA, CIRA, CFE is a partner with KapilaMukamal in Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., where 
she concentrates her practice on providing insolvency, litigation and forensic investigation services 
to fiduciaries, debtors and creditors. She has assisted bankruptcy trustees and has acted as CRO for 
a variety of companies in chapter 11 bankruptcy, and she is experienced in 363 sales and liquidating 
chapter 11 plans. Her experience in insolvency matters also encompasses investigating fraudulent 
and preferential transfers and related defense and solvency analyses. Ms. Davis has assisted clients in 
bankruptcy-related financial reporting, claims review and litigation support in adversary proceedings. 
She has also provided litigation support and damage calculations through forensic financial investiga-
tions in a variety of industries, and has assisted with the investigation of securities fraud, corporate 
business conduct and Ponzi schemes. Ms. Davis has worked in conjunction with the Securities and 
Exchange Commission, the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the U.S. Attorney’s Office. She has 
also served as a court-appointed assignee in assignment for the benefit of creditors matters and has 
served as a post-confirmation liquidating plan trustee. Ms. Davis has authored several articles that 
have been published in the ABI Journal and the journal for the Bankruptcy Bar Association of the 
Southern District of Florida. She received her B.B.A. in accounting from Florida Atlantic University.
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Nathan E. Delman is an attorney with The Semrad Law Firm in Chicago, where he represents con-
sumer debtors in chapter 7 and 13 bankruptcies. He is a past chair of the Northern District of Illinois 
Bankruptcy Court Liaison Committee. Mr. Delman received his bachelor’s degree from the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin at Madison and his J.D. from the Illinois Institute of Technology Chicago-Kent 
College of Law.

Douglas E. Deutsch is a partner with Clifford Chance US LLP in New York and has represented 
creditors’ committees, secured and unsecured creditors and indenture trustees. He also represents 
U.S. and non-U.S. business entities in complex commercial disputes. Mr. Deutsch is a regular speaker 
and writer on bankruptcy law topics and is recommended for corporate restructuring in The Legal 
500. He currently serves as ABI’s Vice President-Education. Mr. Deutsch previously co-chaired the 
ABI/FCBA Conference, the ABI/Bloomberg Distressed Lending Conference and ABI’s Mid-Level 
Professional Development Program. He received his B.S. from Drew University and his J.D. from St. 
John’s University School of Law, where he was editor-in-chief of the ABI Law Review. After gradu-
ation, he clerked for the Western District of Texas and then worked as an associate at a Texas law 
firm. He subsequently returned to St. John’s to obtain his LL.M. and was awarded the first American 
Bankruptcy Institute Scholarship.

Hon. Mary Grace Diehl is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Georgia in Atlanta, 
appointed in February 2004. Prior to taking the bench, she was a partner in the litigation section of 
Troutman Sanders LLP and chaired its Bankruptcy Practice Group. During her years in private prac-
tice, she was consistently named in The Best Lawyers in America and Chambers US: America’s Lead-
ing Business Lawyers. Judge Diehl is president of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, 
and serves on the Boards of Directors of ABI and the Turnaround Management Association. She is 
also a Fellow and vice president of the American College of Bankruptcy and a former president of the 
Southeastern Bankruptcy Law Institute. Judge Diehl received the Woman of the Year in Restructuring 
Award in 2008 from IWIRC (International Women in Restructuring Confederation) and is a regular 
speaker at CLE programs. She served as a trustee of Canisius College from 2008-14 and has been 
an adjunct professor of law at Emory Law School. Judge Diehl received her B.A. summa cum laude 
from Canisius College in Buffalo, N.Y., and her J.D. cum laude from Harvard Law School.

Daniel F. Dooley, CTP is a principal and CEO at Morris Anderson in Chicago, where he manages the 
firm’s distressed business consulting practice. He is an accomplished crisis manager, business opera-
tor and debt restructurer. Mr. Dooley has successfully managed numerous projects for middle-market 
companies and assumed dozens of interim management positions as CEO, CRO and CFO for client 
companies nationwide. During his career, he has negotiated numerous transactions involving debt 
restructuring, supplier accommodations and business sales. Mr. Dooley excels in the development 
and implementation of cost-reduction and restructuring plans, as well as restructuring negotiations 
between companies and their creditors. He educates company ownership and management on realis-
tic business plans, implementation of cost and liquidity improvements and effective end-game strate-
gies for clients. He also collaborates with management on issues related to turnaround, restructuring 
plans and business sales. Prior to joining Morris Anderson in 1997, Mr. Dooley served as an executive 
with several Fortune 500 manufacturers in both general-management and financial-management ca-
pacities, including Illinois Tool Works, an industrial manufacturer, and Allied Signal, an automotive 
electronics and aerospace manufacturer. In 2011, he was honored with the Turnaround Management 
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Association’s “Turnaround of the Year - Small Company” award for Analytics, Inc., an independent 
research laboratory in St. Louis, Mo. He has also served on boards of directors and been a key advisor 
to corporations and nonprofit organizations. Mr. Dooley is a former board member and vice president 
of the International Turnaround Management Association, and a contributing author to The Chief Re-
structuring Officer’s Guide to Bankruptcy:Views fom Leading Insolvency Professionals (ABI 2013). 
He received his B.B.A. and M.B.A. in finance at the Carlson School of Management from the Uni-
versity of Minnesota in Minneapolis.

Hon. Dennis R. Dow is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Missouri in Kansas City, 
appointed on Nov. 10, 2003, by the Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals. Prior to taking the bench, he was 
a partner with the firm of Shook, Hardy & Bacon LLP, where he represented trustees in chapter 7 cas-
es involving significant assets, individual and corporate debtors in proceedings under chapters 7 and 
11, and secured, unsecured and priority creditors and lessors in chapter 7, 11, 12 and 13 cases, and had 
been listed in The Best Lawyers in America in the area of bankruptcy law every year since 1995. He 
also tried numerous adversary proceedings and contested matters, including preference actions, ob-
jections to discharge, dischargeability complaints and objections to confirmation of chapter 11 plans. 
Judge Dow is a pro tem member of the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel. He also serves on the Judicial 
Conference Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy Rules and chairs its subcommittee on forms. Judge 
Dow is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, inducted in March 2013, and was selected 
in November 2014 to become a conferee of the National Bankruptcy Conference. He is a member of 
the Board of Governors of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and serves as a member of 
the faculty of the Advanced Consumer Bankruptcy Practice Institute. Judge Dow is a member of the 
Missouri and Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Associations, and serves as ABI’s Secretary. He received 
his B.A. with honors from the University of Wyoming and his J.D. from Washburn University School 
of Law, where he was notes editor of the Washburn Law Journal.

Hon. Robert D. Drain is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of New York in White 
Plains. Since his appointment, he has presided over such chapter 11 cases as Loral, RCN, Corner-
stone, Refco, Allegiance Telecom, Delphi, Coudert Brothers, Frontier Airlines, Star Tribune, Read-
er’s Digest, A&P, Hostess Brands, Christian Brothers and Momentive. He also has presided over the 
ancillary or plenary cases of Corporacion Durango, Satellites Mexicanas, Parmalat S.p.A. and its 
affiliated U.S. debtors, Varig S.A., Yukos (II), SphinX, Galvex Steel, TBS Shipping, Excel Maritime 
and Nautilus, and has served as the court-appointed mediator in a number of chapter 11 cases. Prior 
to his appointment to the bench in May 2002, Judge Drain was a partner in the bankruptcy department 
of Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison, where he represented debtors, trustees, secured and 
unsecured creditors, official and unofficial creditors’ committees, and buyers of distressed businesses 
and distressed debt in chapter 11 cases, out-of-court restructurings and bankruptcy-related litigation. 
He was also actively involved in several transnational insolvency matters. Judge Drain is a Fellow 
of the American College of Bankruptcy, a board member of ABI and the National Conference of 
Bankruptcy Judges, and a member of the International Insolvency Institute, and he is a past member 
and secretary of the Bankruptcy and Reorganization Committee of the Association of the Bar of the 
City of New York. He was an adjunct professor for several years at St. John’s University School of 
Law’s LL.M. in Bankruptcy Program and is currently an adjunct professor at Pace University School 
of Law. He has also lectured and written on numerous bankruptcy-related topics and is the author of 
a novel, The Great Work in the United States of America. Judge Drain received his B.A. cum laude 
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from Yale University and his J.D. from Columbia University School of Law, where he was a Harlan 
Fiske Stone Scholar for three years.

Nan Roberts Eitel is associate general counsel for chapter 11 for the Executive Office for U.S. Trust-
ees (EOUST) in Washington, D.C. Working with other members of the General Counsel’s office, Ms. 
Eitel is responsible for handling all chapter 11 cases supervised by the U.S. Trustee Program (USTP). 
She advises the USTP’s 93 field offices and 21 regions on complex chapter 11 issues, and coordinates 
with the EOUST to develop and promote consistent positions on chapter 11 issues significant to the 
USTP. Before joining the EOUST, Ms. Eitel was a partner in the law firm of Jones Walker, where she 
practiced in bankruptcy and commercial litigation for 21 years. Ms. Eitel received her J.D. from the 
University of Virginia School of Law and her B.A. cum laude from Georgetown University in 1984.

Jacob A. Esher is a mediator with MWI - CBI in Beverly, Mass., and has served as a mediator 
and arbitrator in bankruptcy and commercial matters for more than 25 years, including serving as a 
primary mediator for large multi-party, international disputes in the Lehman Brothers case for over 
six years. He was a member of the distinguished panel of mediators and arbitrators at JAMS for 10 
years before joining MWI. Recently, Mr. Esher, former Bankruptcy Judge Leif M. Clark and retired 
Goodwin Procter partner Daniel Glosband formed CBInsolvency LLC, a mediation and consulting 
company working in the international arena. He is a co-author of Bankruptcy Mediation (ABI 2016) 
and its predecessor, The ABI Guide to Bankruptcy Mediation (2d ed. 2009). Mr. Esher has conducted 
many mediation trainings and educational programs for attorneys, other professionals and judges, 
and served as head trainer for an extensive, multi-year training program for the Thailand Judiciary in 
which over 700 business leaders, attorneys and judges received extensive mediation training in Thai-
land through a program funded by USAID and Kenan Institute Asia. The work resulted in a compre-
hensive ADR Program administered by the ADR Office of the Thai Judiciary in all of the civil courts 
of Thailand. Mr. Esher received his B.A. in 1972 from Brandeis University and his J.D. in 1977 from 
the University of San Francisco.

Hon. Michael A. Fagone is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Maine in Bangor, appointed 
in April 2015. Previously, he was co-chair of Bernstein Shur’s Business Restructuring and Insolvency 
Practice Group in Portland, where he specialized in bankruptcy and insolvency law. While practic-
ing law, he was recognized in The Best Lawyers in America and by Chambers USA as one of the top 
bankruptcy lawyers in Maine. Judge Fagone is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the 
American Board of Certification and serves on ABI’s Board of Directors. He received his B.A. from 
Amherst College in 1993 and his J.D. summa cum laude from the University of Maine School of Law 
in 1997.

Lara Roeske Fernandez is a shareholder with Trenam Law in Tampa, Fla., and leads the firm’s 
Bankruptcy, Creditors’ Rights & Insolvency Practice Group. Her practice area includes business re-
organizations (debtor and creditor representation), trustee representation, bankruptcy litigation, com-
mercial foreclosures and workouts, and loan modifications. Ms. Fernandez has served as a chapter 11 
trustee and liquidation trustee. She currently serves on the Local Rules Lawyers Advisory Committee 
for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Middle District of Florida and on the Board of Directors for the 
Tampa Bay Chapter of the Federal Bar Association. She previously served on the board of directors 
for the Tampa Bay Bankruptcy Bar Association from 2007-13, serving as the president and past chair. 
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Ms. Fernandez is listed in Florida Super Lawyers and Florida Trend Magazine’s “Legal Elite” for 
bankruptcy and creditors’ rights law, and holds an AV-Preeminent rating from Martindale-Hubbell. 
She received both her B.A. and J.D. from Emory University, and following law school clerked for 
Hon. Alexander L. Paskay, Chief Bankruptcy Judge Emeritus of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the 
Middle District of Florida, from 2001-04 and in 1996.

Douglas M. Foley is a partner with McGuireWoods LLP in Washington, D.C., where he focuses 
his practice on all aspects of insolvency and debtor/creditor issues. He has substantial experience 
representing large and small creditors and debtors in a variety of business chapter 11 proceedings 
throughout the U.S., and he has had significant involvement in many of the largest chapter 11 cases 
filed in the Eastern District of Virginia, including Workflow Management Inc., Circuit City Stores 
Inc., Movie Gallery Inc., Rowe Furniture Inc., US Airways Group Inc., AMF Bowling Worldwide 
Inc., Best Products Company Inc., Heilig-Meyers Co., Trak Auto Corp. and FasMart Convenience 
Stores. He also chaired McGuireWoods’s Restructuring and Insolvency Department from September 
2006 through August 2012. In 2011, Mr. Foley was inducted into the American College of Bank-
ruptcy. He is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification 
and has spoken at various bankruptcy bar and trade association meetings on bankruptcy topics. He 
is also a past chairperson of the Virginia State Bar Bankruptcy Law Section Board of Governors. 
Following law school, Mr. Foley clerked for Hon. Loren A. Smith, Chief Judge at the U.S. Court of 
Federal Claims, and for Chief Judge Douglas O. Tice, Jr. of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern 
District of Virginia. He received his B.A. cum laude from Mary Washington College in 1988 and his 
J.D. with distinction in 1992 from George Mason University School of Law, where he was a member 
and production editor of the George Mason Law Review.

Seth Frotman the student loan ombudsman and assistant director for the Office for Students and 
Young Consumers at the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau in Washington, D.C. He originally 
joined the CFPB as part of the Treasury Implementation Team in early 2011 as senior advisor to the 
assistant director for the Office of Servicemember Affairs. He has also worked on the Senate Commit-
tee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions and was the deputy chief of staff for U.S. Rep. Patrick 
Murphy. Previously, Mr. Frorman was an assistant staff counsel for the New Jersey State Senate and 
clerked on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit.

Gregg M. Galardi is a partner with Ropes & Gray LLP in New York and is a renowned restructuring 
attorney with broad global experience. He has represented some of the most well-known debtors and 
distressed borrowers in the world, in a wide variety of industries. He also serves the firm’s sponsor 
client base and portfolio company clients in distressed M&A and special situations. Mr. Galardi has 
garnered significant accolades for his work, including recognition as a “Star Individual” by Chambers 
& Partners. In 2013 and 2014, the Global M&A Network honored him as one of the Top 100 Global 
Restructuring and Turnaround Professionals. Mr. Galardi is a Fellow in the American College of 
Bankruptcy. He formerly served as an adjunct professor at Vanderbilt Law School and is a frequent 
speaker on chapter 11 issues. Mr. Galardi received his B.A. cum laude, his M.A. in economics and his 
Ph.D. in philosophy from the University of Pennsylvania, and his J.D. cum laude from the University 
of Pennsylvania School of Law, where he served on the University of Pennsylvania Law Review.
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Edward T. Gavin, CTP is a managing director and founding partner of Gavin/Solmonese LLC in 
Wilmington, Del., where he leads the firm’s Corporate Recovery Practice and specializes in com-
plex bankruptcy matters, representing debtors and creditors as financial advisor, asset-sale advisor, 
Chief restructuring officer or in other responsible party roles. In addition, he is frequently appointed 
liquidating trustee, litigation trustee or plan administrator over post-confirmation liquidating trusts. 
Mr. Gavin is an expert on rapid § 363 asset-sale processes and other matters pertinent to creditor 
representations, SPM gifts and the evaluation of claims against insiders. His engagements have in-
cluded responsibilities as bankruptcy and nonbankruptcy financial advisor to debtors and creditors’ 
committees, bankruptcy and nonbankruptcy interim management appointments, business viability 
assessments, mergers and acquisitions, business integrations and strategic sales, corporate strategy 
and policy development and implementation, e-commerce and marketing strategy development, pro-
cess re-engineering, and enterprise resource planning (ERP) system implementation and assessment. 
His roles have also included regulatory affairs management positions in FDA-regulated organiza-
tions, including the leadership of process re-engineering to remediate violations of FDA regulations. 
Mr. Gavin is ABI’s Vice President-Development, co-chaired ABI’s Financial Advisors & Investment 
Banking Committee from 2010-12 and is a former co-chair and education director of ABI’s Ethics 
and Professional Compensation Committee. He is a 30th Anniversary Circle contributor to ABI’s 
Endowment Fund and co-chaired ABI’s Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Workshop from 2009-14. He also 
served on ABI’s Civility Task Force and National Ethics Standards Task Force, and led that group’s 
Committee Solicitation Protocols Subcommittee. A contributing editor for the ABI Journal’s “Last 
In Line” and “Financial Statements” columns, Mr. Gavin also writes the “Turnaround Tactics” blog 
for Forbes and has written extensively for such publications as The Journal of Corporate Renewal, 
Business Credit Magazine, Credit & Collections Risk Magazine, ABF Journal, ABL Advisor and the 
Daily Bankruptcy Review, among others. A member of the Association of Certified Turnaround Pro-
fessionals and the Turnaround Management Association, and an associate member of the Association 
of Certified Fraud Examiners, he attended the University of the Arts in Philadelphia, studying music 
theory and education.

Jay S. Geller is a sole practitioner in the Law Office of Jay S. Geller in Portland, Maine, where he 
focuses his practice on complex bankruptcy and commercial litigation, corporate reorganizations, 
workouts and chapter 11 bankruptcies. He has represented creditors’ committees, debtors, trustees, 
secured creditors and unsecured creditors in cases of regional and national significance. Mr. Geller is 
a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law 
by the American Board of Certification. He is AV-rated by Martindale Hubbell, and is recognized in 
Chambers USA and The Best Lawyers in America for his work in bankruptcy law. Previously, Mr. 
Geller was a partner in the Commercial Law Department of Jenner & Block in Chicago until he re-
located to Maine in 2000. For most of the time after he established his own practice, he was also Of 
Counsel to Shaw Fishman Glantz & Towbin in Chicago, and from 2009-11, he co-chaired the Busi-
ness Restructuring and Insolvency Practice Group of Bernstein Shur. Mr. Geller has served for many 
years as a faculty member at the National Institute of Trial Advocacy and ABI’s Litigation Skills 
Symposium, teaching trial advocacy skills to commercial and bankruptcy attorneys. He frequently 
speaks to bar and other professional associations on bankruptcy litigation and general bankruptcy 
topics, and he currently serves as vice-chair of the Business Litigation Subcommittee of the Ameri-
can Bar Association’s Bankruptcy & Insolvency Litigation Committee. Mr. Geller received his A.B. 
magna cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa from Dartmouth College in 1982, and his J.D. cum laude from 
Boston University School of Law in 1985.
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Eric W. Goering is partner with the law firm of Goering & Goering, LLC in Cincinnati and has more 
than 20 years of experience in bankruptcy law. His practice concentrates in business and consumer 
bankruptcy, including loan workouts and commercial loan restructuring for the large business client. 
He handles an average of 100 cases per month as trustee and debtor’s counsel. Mr. Goering was ap-
pointed in 2003 as a chapter 7 trustee in the Southern District of Ohio. He is a past president of the 
Cincinnati Bar Association, a member of the Judicial Liaison Committee, Bankruptcy Local Rules 
Committee and Volunteer Lawyers, and an executive committee member of ABI’s Midwest Regional 
Bankruptcy Seminar. He is also a frequent lecturer throughout the country regarding chapter 7, 11 and 
13 bankruptcy issues. Mr. Goering received his B.A. in economics from Denison University in 1989 
and his J.D. from Salmon P. Chase College of Law in 1992.

David E. Gordon is a partner with Dentons US LLP in Atlanta, where he concentrates his practice 
on business bankruptcy with a particular focus on health care industry restructuring. He has experi-
ence representing hospitals, health care systems, assisted-living facilities, purchasers of distressed 
assets, secured and unsecured creditors, committees, and other parties-in-interest in chapter 11 reor-
ganization proceedings throughout the U.S. He also has significant nonbankruptcy transactional and 
litigation experience in both state and federal courts. Mr. Gordon regularly represents lenders in all 
areas of creditors’ rights litigation. His transactional experience includes representing purchasers in 
§ 363 sales and representing various parties in problem loan workouts, bridge loans and other financ-
ings, forbearance agreements, and other distressed transactions. Mr. Gordon is currently an adjunct 
professor of law at the Emory University School of Law, where he teaches an upper-level course in 
complex chapter 11 restructurings. He received his B.A. in 2003 from Georgetown University and his 
J.D. with honors in 2006 from Emory University School of Law.

Douglas A. Greenspan is a manager with Keen-Summit Capital Partners LLC in New York, where 
provides transaction advisory services, as well as marketing and disposition of real estate for healthy 
and distressed companies. He also focuses on lease-related services including negotiation, modifi-
cation and termination of leases, real estate financing and sale/leaseback services. Prior to joining 
Keen-Summit, Mr. Greenspan was a business development and marketing/sales senior associate at 
imaging Technology international (iTi), a developer of industrial inkjet printers. He entered the real 
estate field after earning his B.A. in 2005 from the University of Colorado at Boulder and his M.B.A. 
in 2011 at George Washington University, where he concentrated his studies in real estate and through 
an internship at CBRE.

Hon. Justice Glenn A. Hainey presides over the Ontario Superior Court of Justice in Toronto, ap-
pointed to the bench in 2011. He previously was a civil litigator with Gowling Lafleur Henderson 
LLP. Justice Hainey is a bencher of the Law Society of Upper Canada and was the Ombudsman for 
the Province of Ontario from 1976-79.

Michael L. Hall is a partner with Burr & Forman LLP in Birmingham, Ala., and often represents se-
cured lenders, typically after a borrower’s default. Most of his practice includes representing various 
interests in chapter 11, pursuing claims of commercial lenders against the debtor, the collateral and 
guarantors in bankruptcy, federal, state and receivership courts. Mr. Hall represents a variety of par-
ties in bankruptcy cases, including § 363 sale purchasers, manufacturers, trustees, banks, preference 
defendants and consumer finance companies from class-action complaints claims of borrowers. He 
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also represents debtors in large chapter 11 reorganizations. Increasingly, Mr. Hall has been pursuing 
chapter 3 bankruptcy solutions and structured dismissals as the most expedited method of maximiz-
ing client and stakeholder value. He often represents companies where some key supplier is in finan-
cial distress and unable to continue making and delivering timely needed unique parts or services in 
many industries, including manufacturing, health care, transportation, national school chains, internet 
infrastructure, real estate operation and development, mining, food processing, restaurant chains and 
newspapers. Mr. Hall received his undergraduate degree in 1977 from The Catholic University of 
America and his J.D. in 1980 from Duke University School of Law.

Prof. Michelle M. Harner is a professor of law and director of the Business Law Program at the 
University of Maryland Francis King Carey School of Law in Baltimore, where she teaches courses 
in bankruptcy and creditors’ rights, business associations, business planning, corporate finance and 
the legal profession. She was also a visiting professor at Georgetown University Law Center for the 
spring 2015 semester and served as ABI’s resident scholar for the fall 2015 semester. Prof. Harner is 
widely published and lectures frequently on various topics involving corporate governance, financial-
ly distressed entities, risk management and related legal issues. Her most recent publications appear 
or are forthcoming in the Vanderbilt Law Review, Notre Dame Law Review, Washington University 
Law Review, Minnesota Law Review, Fordham Law Review (reprinted in Corporate Practice Com-
mentator), Washington & Lee Law Review, University of Illinois Law Review, Arizona Law Review 
(reprinted in Corporate Practice Commentator) and Florida Law Review. Prof. Harner is the Assis-
tant Reporter to the Advisory Committee on the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure, and served 
as the Reporter to the ABI Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11 and as a member of the 
Dodd-Frank Study Working Group for the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts. She is also an 
elected member of the American Law Institute and a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy. 
Prof. Harner was previously in private practice in the business restructuring, insolvency, bankruptcy 
and related transactional fields, most recently as a partner at the Chicago office of the international 
law firm of Jones Day. She received her B.A. cum laude from Boston College and her J.D. summa 
cum laude from The Ohio State University College of Law.

Hon. Bruce A. Harwood is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of New Hampshire in Man-
chester, first appointed in March 2013. He also serves on the First Circuit’s Bankruptcy Appellate 
Panel. Prior to his appointment, Judge Harwood chaired the Bankruptcy, Insolvency and Creditors’ 
Rights Group at Sheehan Phinney Bass + Green in Manchester, N.H., representing business debtors, 
asset-purchasers, secured and unsecured creditors, creditors’ committees, trustees in bankruptcy, and 
insurance and banking regulators in connection with the rehabilitation and liquidation of insolvent 
insurers and trust companies. He was also a chapter 7 panel trustee in the District of New Hampshire 
and mediated disputes arising in debtor/creditor relations. Judge Harwood was program co-chair of 
ABI’s Northeast Bankruptcy Conference for four years, served on ABI’s Board of Directors (Com-
munication, Information and Technology Committee) and was Northeast Regional Chair of the ABI 
Endowment Fund’s Development Committee. He is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy 
and was consistently recognized in the bankruptcy law section of The Best Lawyers in America and 
in New England Super Lawyers, as well as in Chambers USA with a “Band 1” ranking in the field of 
corporate/commercial bankruptcy. Judge Harwood received his B.A. from Northwestern University 
and his J.D. from Washington University School of Law.
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Steven L. Hoard is a founding partner with Mullin Hoard & Brown LLP in Amarillo, Texas, where 
he concentrates his practice in the area of complex civil litigation, with a focus on professional and 
director and officer liability and creditors’ rights. He has prosecuted both legal and accounting mal-
practice cases, director and officer liability claims, and fidelity bond claims on behalf of trustees 
and receivers. Mr. Hoard has represented a variety of creditors, trustees and receivers in prosecuting 
complex fraudulent-transfer claims and has successfully attacked offshore trusts that were estab-
lished to put assets beyond the reach of creditors. He also has experience in obtaining asset-freeze 
injunctions to prevent defendants from making further fraudulent transfers while cases against them 
are pending. Most recently, he represented the reorganized Overseas Shipholding Group in its legal 
malpractice claim against its former outside general counsel, the reorganized Enron Corp., in its fi-
delity bond claims arising out of the financial machinations of Andy Fastow, and the creditors’ trust 
in the Yellowstone Club bankruptcy in obtaining a $286 million judgment against its former owner, 
Tim Blixseth. Mr. Hoard is Board Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization in both Civil 
Trial Law (1986) and Business Bankruptcy Law (1988). He is a member of the State Bar of Texas, the 
North Carolina State Bar, the American Bar Association and the Amarillo Bar Association, for which 
he served as president in 1995-96. Mr. Hoard received his B.A. in English with highest honors from 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 1975 and his J.D. with honors from the University 
of North Carolina in 1979, where he served as articles editor of the North Carolina Law Review.

Ariane R. Holtschlag is an associate attorney with the Law Office of William J. Factor in Chicago, 
where she represents debtors and creditors and trustees, individuals and small businesses in chapters 
7, 11 and 13. Ms. Holtschlag has spoken at several bankruptcy education programs and also volun-
teered for CARE, speaking to high school students about credit and bankruptcy. She received her 
undergraduate degree in 2004 from Illinois Wesleyan University and her J.D. from the University of 
Iowa in 2007.

Hon. Barbara J. Houser is the Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Texas in 
Dallas. Upon graduation from law school, she joined Locke, Purnell, Boren, Laney & Neeley in Dal-
las and became a shareholder in 1985. Judge Houser then joined Sheinfeld, Maley & Kay PC in 1988 
as the shareholder in charge of the Dallas office until she was sworn in as a bankruptcy judge on Jan. 
20, 2000. In 1998, the National Law Journal named her one of the 50 most influential women lawyers 
in America. She was elected a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy in 1994 and currently 
serves as a member of its board of directors. She was also elected a conferee of the National Bank-
ruptcy Conference and served as president of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges from 
2009-10. She is also is a past chairman of the Dallas Bar Association’s Committee on Bankruptcy 
and Corporate Reorganization. In 2011, Judge Houser received the Distinguished Alumni Award for 
Judicial Service from the Dedman School of Law at Southern Methodist University, and she received 
the 2014 William L. Norton Jr., Judicial Excellence Award for her continuing contributions to the 
insolvency community. She currently serves on ABI’s Executive Committee and is a contributing au-
thor to Collier on Bankruptcy (15th ed.) and the Collier Bankruptcy Manual (3rd ed.). Judge Houser 
received her undergraduate degree with high distinction from the University of Nebraska and her 
J.D. from Southern Methodist University Law School, where she was editor of its law review and for 
which she serves as a member of its Executive Board.
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Jeffrey N. Huddleston, CTP, CIRA is a managing director in the Houston office of Conway MacK-
enzie, Inc., where he provides restructuring, strategic planning and forecasting and merger and acqui-
sition advisory services, with a focus on companies in the energy sector. His experience in this sector 
includes upstream oil and gas, refining and oilfield services. Outside of energy, he has been involved 
in a number of other sectors including restaurants, gaming, construction materials, and metals and 
mining. Mr. Huddleston is a member of the Turnaround Management Association, Association of 
Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors and ABI, as well as the Independent Petroleum Association 
of America (IPAA), Texas Independent Producers & Royalty Owners (TIPRO), International As-
sociation of Drilling Contractors (IADC), Texas Oil & Gas Association (TXOGA), National Energy 
Services Association (NESA) and the Houston Producer’s Forum. Prior to joining Conway MacK-
enzie, Mr. Huddleston was actively involved in the energy sector of the Turnaround & Restructuring 
Practice of Alvarez & Marsal. Before that, he was a manager in the Energy Corporate Finance prac-
tice of Arthur Andersen, where he managed restructuring and M&A advisory matters, primarily in the 
upstream oil and gas and oilfield services sectors. His other experience includes serving as director 
of the Strategic Planning & Analysis group of Service Corporation International, where he led a team 
that advised operations and senior management on matters relating to forecasting, strategic planning, 
M&A transactions and margin improvement initiatives. Mr. Huddleston received his B.B.A. from the 
University of Houston.

James R. Irving is a partner at Bingham Greenebaum Doll LLP in Louisville, Ky., where he focuses 
his practice on bankruptcy matters and creditors’ rights, as well as commercial litigation. He has ex-
perience representing debtors, creditors, committees, trustees and interested third parties in chapter 
11 and 7 bankruptcy cases, in addition to representing creditors in foreclosure proceedings and other 
litigation. He has also practiced commercial litigation with a broad range of experience in state and 
federal courts and before the American Arbitration Association. Mr. Irving received the Chicago Bar 
Association’s Exceptional Young Lawyer Award in 2013. His experience with matters of juvenile 
justice through his pro bono work has led to opportunities to teach CLEs and edit publications on the 
subject for the American Bar Association. Mr. Irving is admitted to practice in Illinois and Kentucky, 
as before the U.S. District Courts for the Eastern and Western Districts of Kentucky, the Northern and 
Southern Districts of Indiana, the Northern District of Illinois, and the Western Districts of Michigan 
and Wisconsin. He is a member of ABI and the Illinois and American Bar Associations. Mr. Irving 
received his B.A. in 2005 in history and political science from Williams College and his J.D. in 2008 
from Vanderbilt University Law School.

Karen L. Kellett is an attorney with Kellett & Bartholow PLLC in Dallas. Previously, she spent a 
number of years practicing litigation and bankruptcy law at Thompson and Knight before she joined 
Associates First Capital Corp. (now a part of Citigroup) as assistant general counsel, where she man-
aged consumer litigation for the company. After leaving Associates, she formed her own law firm, 
devoting her practice to litigation and bankruptcy matters, including chapter 11 cases and complex 
class actions filed for consumers against mortgage companies and other lenders. Ms. Kellett received 
her J.D. from the University of Texas.

Hon. Brian F. Kenney is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Virginia in Alexandria, 
appointed in 2011. Prior to his appointment, Judge Kenney has been practicing law since 1983 and 
is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification. In 1989, he 
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joined the law firm Miles & Stockbridge and was named a principal attorney in its Virginia office in 
1992. Judge Kenney was named one of Virginia’s “Legal Elite” by Virginia Business Magazine from 
2006-10. He is a member of the Northern Virginia Bankruptcy Bar Association, for which he served 
two terms as president, and sits on the board of directors for the Virginia State Bar Board of Gover-
nors for the Bankruptcy Section of the State Bar. He is also the Alexandria Division representative on 
the Standing Committee on Local Bankruptcy Rules for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern 
District of Virginia, and a representative of the Eastern District of Virginia’s Alexandria Division 
Bankruptcy Bar Liaison Committee. Judge Kenney received his undergraduate degree from Virginia 
Commonwealth University and his J.D. from the University of Virginia School of Law.

Edward M. King is a member of Frost Brown Todd LLC in Louisville, Ky., and serves as chairman 
of the firm’s Finance Committee. He also practices in the firm’s Indianapolis office and participates 
in both the firm’s bankruptcy and restructuring and commercial transactions practice groups. In bank-
ruptcy matters, Mr. King manages the firm’s New Markets Tax Credit Business and helps lead the 
Firm’s New Markets Tax Credit Practice, which includes work for community development entities, 
tax audit interests, leverage lenders and borrowers (QALICBs) in new markets transactions. Mr. King 
represents debtors, creditors and committees in insolvency proceedings. He assists clients in complex 
business bankruptcy matters, developing plans of reorganization and advising on strategies to maxi-
mize recoveries for clients at all stages of the bankruptcy process. In transactional matters, Mr. King 
concentrates in all aspects of financing and secured transactions, leasing, structured financings, work-
outs and reorganizations, and general corporate practice. Some of his recent engagements include co-
counsel for the debtors in the Jillian’s Entertainment Holdings, Inc. bankruptcy case and co-counsel 
for the official committees of unsecured creditors in the Buehler Foods Inc., Critical Access Health 
Services Corp. and Summitt Logistics chapter 11 cases. Mr. King was named the “Top Business Bank-
ruptcy Lawyer in Louisville” in the 2014 edition of The Best Lawyers in America and was selected 
as one of the top “Ten Lawyers in Kentucky” overall by Kentucky Super Lawyers in bankruptcy, and 
he has been consistently selected as a Kentucky Super Lawyer in Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor 
Rights. He is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification 
and serves on its board of directors, and he is a frequent speaker at bankruptcy conferences. Prior to 
joining Frost Brown Todd LLC, Mr. King clerked for Hon. William C. Lee, U.S. District Judge for 
the Northern District of Indiana. He received his A.B. magna cum laude in 1993 from Wabash Col-
lege and his J.D. magna cum laude from Indiana University Maurer School of Law in 1996, where 
he was a member of the Order of the Coif, a senior notes editor for the Federal Communications Law 
Journal and a research assistant for Prof. William J. Hicks revising the multi-volume treatise Exempt 
Transactions Under the Securities Act of 1933.

Suzanne A. Koenig is president and founder of SAK Management Services, LLC in Northfield, Ill., 
a long-term care management and health care consulting services company. With more than 30 years 
of experience as an owner and operator, she provides specialized skills in operations improvement, 
staff development and quality assurance, with expertise in marketing and census development as 
well as operations enhancement for the whole spectrum of senior housing, long-term care and other 
health care entities requiring turnaround services. Ms. Koenig’s professional experience has included 
executive positions in marketing, development and operations management for both regional and 
national health care providers representing property portfolios throughout the U.S., and she has been 
appointed the patient care ombudsman, receiver and chapter 11 trustee in several health care bank-
ruptcy filings. In addition, she has served in an advisory and consulting capacity for numerous client 
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engagements involving bankruptcy proceedings, as well as in turnaround-management situations. 
An owner and operator, licensed nursing home administrator and licensed social worker, Ms. Koenig 
has experience as a long-term care provider and also serves as an officer and director for several of 
the states’ long-term-care-provider associations. Ms. Koenig is a former co-chair of ABI’s Health 
Care Committee and serves on the board of directors of the Summit Healthcare REIT, Inc.. She was 
recently elected to the Global Turnaround Management Association’s board of trustees and serves on 
the board of directors for the School of Social Work at the University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana. 
Ms. Koenig also serves as an officer and director for several of the state’s long-term-care provider 
associations and is a co-chair for the Steering Committee of the Midwest Turnaround Management 
Association (TMA) Chapter. She is a frequent speaker for various health care industry associations 
and business affiliates, where she conducts continuing education and training programs. Ms. Koenig 
received her undergraduate degree in social work from the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign 
and her M.S. from Spertus College.

Jeffrey T. Kraus is vice president and senior loss prevention counsel with Attorneys’ Liability As-
surance Society, Inc. in Chicago, where he is responsible for legal malpractice and ethics claims. A 
member of the American and International Bar Associations, he is admitted to practice in Illinois 
and before the U.S. District Courts for the Northern and Central Districts of Illinois, as well as the 
Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals. Mr. Kraus received his B.A. magna cum laude in 1979 from John 
Carroll University and his J.D. in 1983 from the University of Chicago.

Mary D. Lane is a managing director of Wilshire Pacific Capital Advisors LLC in Beverly Hills, Ca-
lif., and is FINRA licensed as an investment banker. She is also a business bankruptcy lawyer who has 
devoted the major portion of her legal practice to health care. Ms. Lane’s practice as an investment 
banker flows from her experience as a business bankruptcy lawyer specialized in health care. She has 
sold and bought hospitals, SNFs and ambulatory surgery centers, as well as medical device compa-
nies, often procuring needed bridge or exit financing. Ms. Lane is a member of the California Bar and 
has spoken extensively in person and on national webcasts. She received her B.A. magna cum laude 
and phi beta kappa from Barnard College, Columbia University and her J.D. from UCLA School of 
Law, where she was an articles editor of the UCLA Law Review and in the top 5 percent of her class.

John R. Lehrer, II is a partner with BakerHostetler in Washington, D.C., and serves as its Tax Group 
coordinator. He provides federal income tax advice focused on domestic and cross-border merg-
ers, business acquisitions and dispositions, joint ventures, spin-offs, and tax-free reorganizations. 
Mr. Lehrer focuses his practice on the overall corporate structuring (domestic and international) of 
taxable and tax-free transactions, corporate divisions under IRC § 355, liquidations, shareholder re-
demptions, entity selection, basis and E&P calculations, deemed asset purchases, tax due diligence, 
corporate loss-limitation studies (IRC § 382), the overall tax aspects of bankruptcy and workouts, and 
the consolidated return regulations. He represents clients before the Internal Revenue Service with 
respect to private-letter rulings and all aspects of dispute resolution, including responses to prelimi-
nary information requests, assistance with the audit process, and representation in matters before the 
IRS Appeals Division. Mr. Lehrer is a frequent lecturer on various tax topics and is a member of the 
American Bar Association’s Section of Taxation and the DC Bar Association’s Tax Section, and is 
listed in The Legal 500 for taxation. He is admitted to practice in Virginia, Maryland and the District 
of Columbia, and before the U.S. Tax Court and U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit. Mr. 
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Lehrer received two B.S.s, in management and finance, from Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State 
University, his J.D. in 1999 from George Mason University School of Law, and his LL.M. in taxation 
with distinction in 2006 from Georgetown University Law Center.

Dennis J. LeVine is a partner in the Tampa, Fla., office of Kelley Kronenberg, where he focuses his 
state-wide practice on bankruptcy litigation and creditors’ rights. He is one of only seven attorneys in 
Florida to be Board Certified in both Consumer Bankruptcy Law and Business Bankruptcy Law by 
the American Board of Certification (ABC). Prior to joining the firm, Mr. LeVine was founder and 
president of Dennis LeVine & Associates, P.A. in Tampa for 19 years where he primarily represented 
creditors and chapter 7 trustees in all bankruptcy courts and creditors in commercial and consumer 
collection actions. He is licensed to practice in the federal courts in the Northern, Middle and South-
ern Districts of Florida. Mr. LeVine is a past president of the Tampa Bay Bankruptcy Bar Association 
and an active member of ABI, for which he served on its Board of Directors, and the Florida Bar’s 
Business Law Section. He has published numerous articles on consumer bankruptcy law in the ABI 
Journal, the Florida Bar Journal, the ABI Consumer Bankruptcy Committee e-newsletter and The 
Cramdown, the monthly publication of the Tampa Bay Bankruptcy Bar Association. He has also been 
a guest speaker on bankruptcy and collection law throughout the U.S. Mr. LeVine received his un-
dergraduate degree from Tulane University, where he was elected Phi Beta Kappa, and his J.D. from 
George Washington University’s National Law Center.

Sharon L. Levine is a partner in Saul Ewing LLP’s Newark, N.J., office and has been at the fore-
front of some of the largest complex bankruptcy cases in recent years. Her practice encompasses 
restructuring, debtor/creditor law restructuring and bankruptcy litigation, and she has represented 
purchasers, debtors and creditors (committees and individuals). Ms. Levine has tried contested and 
litigated matters in venues including federal bankruptcy courts in New York, Delaware, California, 
Hawaii, Texas, Michigan, Virginia and New Jersey. She is a frequent lecturer on various bankruptcy 
topics and served as co-chair of ABI’s Unsecured Trade Creditors Committee and as a member of 
the board of trustees and the Women’s Committee of the Turnaround Management Association. She 
also served as co-chair of the Labor and Benefits Issues Advisory Committee to ABI’s Commission 
to Study the Reform of the Bankruptcy Code. Ms. Levine sits on the advisory board of ABI’s VAL-
CON conference and is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy. She also received the New 
York Institute of Credit’s Executive of the Year Award in 2015 and the International Women’s Insol-
vency & Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC-NJ) Woman of the Year award in 2014, and she has 
been listed in The Best Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy and Creditor-Debtor Rights/Insolvency 
and Reorganization annually since 2012, named one of “America’s Leading Lawyers in Bankruptcy 
Law” by Chambers USA since 2008, and featured in New Jersey Super Lawyers since 2005. Ms. 
Levine received her B.A. from Franklin & Marshall College and her J.D. from Case Western Reserve 
University School of Law, where she was an associate editor of the Case Western Reserve University 
Law Review.

Demetra L. Liggins is a partner in Thompson & Knight LLP’s Bankruptcy and Restructuring Prac-
tice Group in the Firm’s Houston office. She has nearly 15 years of experience in business finance and 
restructurings for a variety of large and small public and private companies. Ms. Liggins helps navi-
gate her clients through complex corporate reorganization and distressed acquisitions both in and out 
of court. Following law school, she clerked for Hon. U.W. Clemon, Chief Judge for the U.S. District 
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Court for the Northern District of Alabama. She is licensed to practice in both Texas and New York. 
Ms. Liggins is the Houston Chapter Chair of the International Women’s Insolvency and Restructuring 
Confederation (IWIRC), a member and former chair of the Bankruptcy Section of the Houston Bar 
Association, a member of the Women’s Energy Network, a member of the Women’s Business Alli-
ance, Greater Houston Partnership, a former Fellow of Leadership Council on Legal Diversity and a 
Fellow of the Texas Bar Foundation. She was named to Texas Rising Stars by Thomson Reuters, as a 
Law Firm Rainmaker by Diversity & the Bar, and to Houston’s “Top Lawyers” by Texas magazine. 
She has also been featured in Law360’s “Minority Powerbroker Q&A” series. Ms. Liggins received 
her B.S. in business administration cum laude from Christian Brothers University in 1997 and her 
J.D. cum laude from the Cumberland School of Law at Samford University in 2000.

James A. Lodoen is a partner with Lindquist & Vennum LLP in Minneapolis, where he co-chairs 
the firm’s Financial Restructuring and Bankruptcy Practice Group and represents lenders, debtors, 
trustees, committees and buyers in bankruptcy cases and workouts. He has represented the chapter 
11 trustee and the liquidating trust of Petters Co. Inc. and the receiver of Thomas Petters, which 
representation has included the unwinding of the Ponzi scheme, litigating billions of dollars of claw-
back claims and the liquidation of assets. He has also been involved in numerous 363 sales, includ-
ing representing Polaroid Corp. as debtor-in-possession. Mr. Lodoen has practiced law at Lindquist 
& Vennum since 1987 and previously served as judicial law clerk to Hon. William A. Hill, a U.S. 
Bankruptcy Judge for the District of North Dakota. He is regularly recognized in The Best Lawyers in 
America, in which he was featured as 2014 Minneapolis Bankruptcy Litigation “Lawyer of the Year,” 
and in Super Lawyers, and he is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board 
of Certification. Mr. Lodoen received his J.D. in 1985 from the University of North Dakota School of 
Law and his B.S. from North Dakota State University.

Prof. Lois R. Lupica is the Maine Law Foundation Professor of Law at the University of Maine 
School of Law in Portland, Maine, where she teaches bankruptcy, secured transactions, sales and 
negotiation, and is a nationally recognized scholar in the areas of consumer and commercial credit 
and bankruptcy law. She is currently one of three principal investigators of the Consumer Financial 
Distress Research Study, a randomized control trial examining the efficiency of the small claims court 
system, the consequences of various legal intervention programs and the value of financial educa-
tion. From 2009-11, Prof. Lupica was the principal investigator for The Consumer Bankruptcy Fee 
Study, and The Consumer Bankruptcy Creditor Distribution Study, landmark research that examined 
the 2005 changes to Bankruptcy Code, and how those changes impact creditors, debtors, trustees and 
lawyers. Courts and bankruptcy practitioners are using the results of the study to help improve the 
fairness and efficiency of the system. Prof. Lupica’s empirical research has been funded by the Na-
tional Science Foundation, ABI’s Anthony H.N. Schnelling Endowment Fund, the National Confer-
ence of Bankruptcy Judges Endowment for Education, the Sears Consumer Protection and Education 
Fund, the Maine Economic Improvement Fund, Harvard University and the Arnold Foundation. She 
is the author of a leading casebook on bankruptcy law and Developing Professional Skills in Bank-
ruptcy, a book designed to provide law students with the experience of addressing a series of prob-
lems that typically arise in bankruptcy practice. In 2012, Professor Lupica was inducted as a Fellow 
in the American College of Bankruptcy. She also received the Hon. Wesley W. Steen Prize for Best 
Bankruptcy Article in the ABI Law Review in 2012. Prof. Lupica sits on ABI’s Board of Directors 
and serves on the advisory board for the ABI Law Review. She served as reporter for the Maine Eth-
ics 2000 Task Force and as co-reporter for ABI’s National Ethics Task Force, where she worked to 



AMERICAN BANKRUPTCY INSTITUTE

987

develop proposals to address ethics issues encountered by bankruptcy professionals and judges. She 
also served as Special Counsel in the Bankruptcy & Restructuring section of Thompson & Knight 
LLP from 2008 to 2013. In 2015, she served as a pro bono consultant to the World Bank, where she 
worked with the Central Bank of Vietnam to develop a strategy for addressing their non-performing 
loans. Prior to joining Maine Law, Prof. Lupica was a clinical professor at Seton Hall University 
School of Law, where she developed a transactional clinical program that represented non-profit af-
fordable housing developers in connection with their business and real estate transactions. She was 
in private practice from 1987-92, working on domestic and international transactions at the law firms 
of Arnold & Porter and White & Case in New York City. Prof. Lupica received her B.S. from Cornell 
University and her J.D. from Boston University.

Neil F. Luria, CIRA is senior managing director with SOLIC Capital Advisors, LLC in Evanston, 
Ill., and specializes in capital restructuring and operational support on behalf of the firm’s clients. He 
has significant experience negotiating and structuring acquisitions, divestitures and structured settle-
ments, overseeing asset liquidations and restructuring leases. While at SOLIC Capital Advisors (and 
its predecessors, Navigant Capital Advisors, LLC and Casas Benjamin & White, LLC), Mr. Luria 
has structured and overseen the successful disposition of over 250 business units, with a particular 
emphasis in health care, financial services, real estate and distribution industries. In addition, he has 
overseen the wind-down of numerous entities as well as operating and capital restructurings and 
in the capacity of CRO, fiduciary, board member and advisor. Mr. Luria has also served in various 
capacities in connection with the run-off and orderly wind-down of a number of high-profile hedge 
funds and private-equity funds. Before joining SOLIC, he served as president of BMJ Medical Man-
agement, Inc., an operator of ambulatory surgery centers, imaging centers, risk-bearing IPAs and 
physician practices, where he had previously served as executive vice president and general counsel. 
While at BMJ, he oversaw the company’s liquidation efforts, which realized a 100 percent recovery 
to its Senior Secured Lenders. Prior to BMJ, he practiced with Jones Day Reavis & Pogue, repre-
senting venture capital and leveraged buyout funds in connection with their portfolio investments, 
related add-on acquisitions and subsequent divestiture transactions. In addition, he was involved in 
numerous securities offerings ranging from global initial public offerings to private placements. Mr. 
Luria is FINRA Series 79, Series 63, and Series 65 licensed. He received his B.S. in economics from 
the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania and his J.D. from Boston University School of 
Law, where he served on the Boston University Law Review.

Michael Luskin is a partner with Luskin, Stern & Eisler LLP in New York, where he concentrates 
on creditors’ rights and bankruptcy litigation, representing banks, finance companies, equipment les-
sors and other creditors in large, complex cases in state and federal courts around the country. His 
significant representations include the Government of Ontario in the Chrysler and General Motors 
chapter 11 cases; The Bank of Nova Scotia as agent on two syndicated loan facilities to Adelphia 
Communications Corp.’s operating subsidiaries, and as defendant in a multi-billion dollar “lender li-
ability” action brought by Adelphia’s creditors’ committee; as agent for the senior secured lenders in 
the New World Pasta chapter 11 case; and Citibank as plaintiff in various actions for breaches of loan 
agreements, among others. Mr. Luskin was also the examiner in Nellson Neutraceutical, where he 
investigated and reported on allegations by the U.S. Trustee and the creditors’ committee concerning 
Nellson’s conduct during the case, and is currently conflicts counsel to the examiner in the ongoing 
Caesars chapter 11 proceedings and counsel to the chapter 11 trustee in Fletcher International, Ltd., 
a case involving a failed “master” fund in a complex “feeder fund/master fund” structure pending in 
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the Southern District of New York. He has served as a panelist on numerous CLE programs and is a 
member of ABI, the American Bar Association’s Litigation Section, the New York State Bar Asso-
ciation (for which he co-chairs the Creditors’ Rights and Banking Litigation Committee of its Com-
mercial and Federal Litigation Section) and the Federal Bar Council. He has been recognized as a 
leading bankruptcy lawyer by Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for Business in each year 
since 2001, and is also recognized in Super Lawyers and The Best Lawyers in America. Mr. Luskin 
graduated from Harvard College magna cum laude in 1973 and from Harvard Law School in 1977.

Perry M. Mandarino, CPA, is a senior managing director and head of Corporate Restructuring 
with B. Riley & Co. in New York. Previously, he was a partner in the New York office of PwC and 
its Business Recovery Services U.S. practice leader. With more than 25 years of financial restructur-
ing experience, he has represented over 300 companies through various out-of-court and chapter 
11 proceedings. His assignments have included both chief restructuring officer and advisory roles 
for clients, complex debt restructurings, strategic planning, preparation of turnaround, business and 
plans of reorganization, and cash flow analyses. Mr. Mandarino has provided advice and executed 
on capital transactions, including financings, sales and investments. He has also provided operational 
turnaround services and led transformation initiatives. Some of Mr. Mandarino’s notable assignments 
have included Chrysler, Filenes Basement, Hoop Holdings, Inc. d/b/a/ The Disney Stores, Polaroid, 
Inc., Summit Global Logistics, Hoboken University Medical Center and MIIX Group. He is admitted 
to the U.S. Bankruptcy Courts in the Districts of Delaware and New Jersey and in New York, where 
he has testified and been qualified as an expert in matters related to financial viability, valuation, 
general reorganization matters and financing. Prior to joining PwC in 2009, Mr. Mandarino was a 
senior managing director of Traxi, LLC and was a managing director of restructuring in a boutique 
investment banking firm. He is a member of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, 
the New Jersey Society of Certified Public Accountants, the New York Society of Certified Public 
Accountants and ABI. Mr. Mandarino has lectured to various groups on bankruptcy issues and the 
reorganization process. He received his B.S. from Seton Hall University.

Kristine G. Manoukian is counsel with Clifford Chance US LLP in New York, where she focuses 
her practice on banking and finance. She is admitted to the Bars of New York, Delaware and Utah, 
and is a member of ABI, the American Bar Association, the Armenian Bar Association and IWIRC 
New York. Previously, she was counsel with Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP and an associate 
with Richards, Layton & Finger. Ms. Manoukian received her undergraduate degree in political sci-
ence and government from Brigham Young University in 1999, her M.A. in international affairs from 
Columbia University’s School of International and Public Affairs in 2002, and her J.D. in 2007 from 
the University of Maryland School of Law.

Prof. Bruce A. Markell is a professor of bankruptcy law and practice at Northwestern University’s 
Pritzker School of Law in Chicago. From 2004-13, he was a U.S. bankruptcy judge for the District 
of Nevada, and from 2007-13 he was also a member of the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel for the Ninth 
Circuit. Before taking the bench, Prof. Markell practiced bankruptcy and business law in Los Angeles 
for 10 years as a partner at Sidley & Austin, and he was a law professor for 14 years. After law school, 
he clerked for then-judge Anthony M. Kennedy on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. 
Prof. Markell is the author of numerous articles on bankruptcy and commercial law and a co-author 
of four law school casebooks. He contributes to Collier on Bankruptcy and is a member of Collier’s 



AMERICAN BANKRUPTCY INSTITUTE

989

editorial advisory board. Prof. Markell is a conferee of the National Bankruptcy Conference, a Fel-
low in the American College of Bankruptcy, a member of the International Insolvency Institute and 
a member of the American Law Institute. He is also a founding member of the NITA-trained faculty 
of the Advanced Consumer Bankruptcy Practice Institute. Prof. Markell has served as an advisor on 
bankruptcy and secured transaction reform to the Republic of Indonesia, and recently completed a 
project redrafting Kosovo’s bankruptcy law. He also consults regularly with the International Mon-
etary Fund on insolvency-related issues (having been part of the IMF’s missions to Ireland, Bosnia, 
Montenegro, Serbia and Greece). Prof. Markell received his J.D. in 1980 from the University of 
California at Davis.

Ryan A. Maupin is a principal in the Corporate Advisory & Restructuring Practice of Grant Thorn-
ton LLP in New York. He has 15 years of restructuring experience advising domestic and interna-
tional companies, secured and unsecured creditors, and sovereign wealth and private-equity funds in 
workout situations both in and out of court, and he is currently advising a multinational oil and gas 
exploration and production company during the solvent wind-down of its international and domestic 
operations. Previously, Mr. Maupin served as vice president of finance for an international luxury 
brand fashion house and successfully executed the solvent wind-down of its manufacturing opera-
tions in Milan, Italy. A member of ABI, the Association of Insolvency & Restructuring Advisors and 
the Turnaround Management Association, he received his B.S. from Millikin University.

John S. McNicholas is a creditor’s rights attorney with Korde & Associates, P.C. in Lowell, Mass., 
and has more than 25 years of experience representing institutional lenders and national mortgage-
loan servicers in judicial and nonjudicial foreclosure actions, evictions, bankruptcy proceedings, title 
clearance and litigation defense. He regularly represents lenders and loan servicers in the state and 
federal courts of Massachusetts, New Hampshire and Rhode Island in a variety of litigated matters. 
Mr. McNicholas is a member of the Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island and Wisconsin 
State Bars. He is also admitted to practice before the federal districts courts of Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire and Rhode Island and before the First Circuit Court of Appeals. He recently concluded a 
five-year rotation on the Local Bankruptcy Rules Committee for the District of Massachusetts, and he 
has served on several professional-development panels sponsored by the Massachusetts Continuing 
Legal Education, Inc., the Boston Bar Association and ABI concerning foreclosure and bankruptcy-
related topics. Mr. McNicholas received his B.A. in 1981 from Tufts University and his J.D. in 1985 
from Marquette University Law School.

Thomas M. Messana is the founder and managing shareholder of the litigation and bankruptcy bou-
tique law firm of Messana, P.A. in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., where he concentrates his practice in bank-
ruptcy, receiverships, assignments for the benefit of creditors, insolvency and financial restructur-
ing, bankruptcy-related litigation, creditors’ rights, corporate reorganization, out-of-court workouts 
and bankruptcy acquisitions. He represents a wide range of clients with diverse interests, including 
corporations, financial institutions, individual and business debtors, government agencies, secured, 
unsecured and priority creditors, creditors’ committees, trustees, and entities seeking to acquire as-
sets in distressed situations. Recently named Litigation – Bankruptcy 2017 “Lawyer of the Year” in 
Fort Lauderdale by The Best Lawyers in America, Mr. Messana has lectured before ABI, the Florida 
Bar and the University of Miami. He has also authored articles for the ABI Journal, ABI’s Cracking 
the Code, the Maryland Law Review, ABI’s Health Care Insolvency Manual and Wiley’s Bankruptcy 
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Law Update. Mr. Messana received his B.A. in 1980 from Johns Hopkins University and his J.D. with 
honors from the University of Maryland School of Law. in 1990.

James H. Millar is a partner with Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP’s Bankruptcy & Corporate Restruc-
turing Practice Group in New York, where he focuses his practice primarily in the areas of corporate 
restructuring and bankruptcy, including representation of bondholders in chapter 11 cases and rep-
resentation of industry players in cross-border insolvency matters, out-of-court restructurings, bank-
ruptcy-related litigation and insolvency-sensitive transactions. Among his representations are the 
first-lien bondholders/indenture trustee of Energy Future Intermediate Holding Company LLC, the 
unsecured bondholders of Caesars Entertainment Operating Co. Inc., certain bondholders of Suntech 
Power Holdings Co. Ltd., and the creditors’ committee of Frontier Airlines. Mr. Millar is a membr of 
the Association of Insolvency & Restructuring Advisors and a committee member of the Turnaround 
Management Association, and is admitted to practice in New York. He received his B.S. in 1989 from 
Colorado State University and his J.D. in 1995 from the University of Colorado School of Law.

Richard K. Milin is an attorney with DiConza Traurig Kadish LLP in New York and has been litigat-
ing in the state, federal and bankruptcy courts for more than 25 years. He previously spent a decade as 
the lead litigation counsel at a bankruptcy boutique. Mr. Milin has represented the bankruptcy estates 
in Enron, General Motors, Tower Automotive, Delphi and International Foreign Exchange Concepts; 
the bankruptcy trustees in Soundview, Anthracite Capital, Ellen Tracy, Refco LLC and GSC Group; 
the future claims representative in the Quigley asbestos bankruptcy; the court-appointed valuation 
expert in Calpine; the creditors’ committee in American Airlines and the Official Committee of Retir-
ees in Nortel. Before focusing on bankruptcy litigation, he practiced as a commercial litigator for 15 
years at Sullivan & Cromwell, Kramer Levin and other large New York firms. Mr. Milin has litigated 
a wide variety of bankruptcy law matters, including fraudulent transfers, preferences, setoffs, the 
validity and amount of claims against bankruptcy estates, claims of mismanagement and breach of 
fiduciary duty, contractual and insurance disputes, corporate valuation, the confirmability of plans of 
reorganization, and the terminability of retirement benefits under § 1114(g) of the Bankruptcy Code. 
His notable issues have included whether bankruptcy estates can subordinate or disallow transferred 
claims and whether the voluntary post-petition termination of a swap agreement should be treated as 
pre-petition for purposes of setoff. Mr. Milin was educated at Princeton University, Oxford Univer-
sity (where he received a Ph.D. in politics) and Harvard Law School, where he was an editor of the 
Harvard Law Review. After law school, he clerked for Hon. Alvin Rubin of the Fifth Circuit Court of 
Appeals. He also completed ABI’s 40-Hour Bankruptcy Mediation Program at St. John’s University 
School of Law.

Adam S. Minsky is a sole practitioner with the Law Office of Adam S. Minsky in Boston and is one 
of the nation’s leading experts on student debt. He established the first law firm in Massachusetts 
devoted entirely to assisting student loan borrowers, and has since expanded his practice to include 
New York. He remains one of the only attorneys in the country with a practice focused exclusively 
in this field of law. Mr. Minsky has published numerous books and articles on student debt, including 
The Student Loan Handbook for Law Students and Attorneys, Student Loan Debt 101: The Definitive 
Guide to Understanding and Managing Your Student Loans, and The Student Loan Guide for Parents 
and Cosigners. He regularly speaks at colleges, nonprofit organizations and professional associations 
about developments in student loan law and higher-education financing. Mr. Minsky is admitted to 
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practice in Massachusetts, New York and the U.S. District Court for the District of Massachusetts. He 
is a member of the National Association of Consumer Advocates, the New York City and State Bar 
Associations, the Massachusetts Bar Association, the Massachusetts LGBTQ Bar Association and the 
Massachusetts Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators. He was also selected as a Mas-
sachusetts Super Lawyers “Rising Star” for 2015-16 and has been ranked “Superb” by Avvo each year 
since 2015. Mr. Minsky received his B.A. in political science and philosophy magna cum laude from 
Boston University and his J.D. from Northeastern University School of Law.

John E. Mitchell is a partner with Akerman LLP in Dallas, where he handles all aspects of commer-
cial restructuring and focuses his practice on complex bankruptcies, out-of-court workouts and sales, 
voluntary liquidations, asset sales and general insolvency-related litigation. He represents lenders, 
creditors, debtors and committees across the U.S. in bankruptcy and pre-bankruptcy workouts in the 
real estate, energy, oil and gas, power, food service, retail, consumer finance, shipping, and commer-
cial vehicles and heavy equipment sectors. Mr. Mitchell is admitted to practice in the U.S. District 
Courts for the Northern, Southern, Eastern and Western Districts of Texas, and the Fifth Circuit Court 
of Appeals. He is a member of ABI, the Turnaround Management Association, the State Bar of Tex-
as’s Bankruptcy Section, the Dallas Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Section, the Texas Aggie Bar As-
sociation and Veterans of Foreign Wars. Previously, Mr. Mitchell was a U.S. Army Lieutenant during 
Operation Desert Storm. He has been listed in Chambers USA, Super Lawyers and Texas Monthly as 
a “Texas Rising Star,” and received TMA’s International Turnaround of the Year Award in 2012. Mr. 
Mitchell received his B.B.A. in 1988 from Texas A & M University and his J.D. magna cum laude in 
1996 from Texas Tech University School of Law.

Shahien Nasiripour is chief financial and regulatory correspondent for the Huffington Post in Bos-
ton, where he covers student debt, financial regulation and policy, and consumer finance issues. He 
previously focused on large financial groups, Wall Street and Washington, and the ongoing global 
response to the financial crisis. Previously, Mr. Nasiripour was financial and regulatory correspon-
dent for the Financial Times and was senior business reporter for the Huffington Post, reporter for 
the Center for Investigative Reporting, researcher for ESPN, and a reporter for the South Florida 
Sun-Sentinel and The Providence Journal. He is a graduate of the University of Southern California.

Timothy F. Nixon is a shareholder with Godfrey & Kahn, S.C. in Green Bay, Wis., and is the lead 
attorney for the firm’s Business Finance, Bankruptcy & Restructuring Practice Group. He is also a 
member of its Business and Litigation Practice Groups. Mr. Nixon is a frequent lecturer and speaker 
on matters involving commercial litigation, the Uniform Commercial Code and bankruptcy law. He 
has spoken before ABI, the State Bar of Wisconsin, the Turnaround Management Association and the 
Chicago Bar Association. He is also a commentator on bankruptcy issues for newspaper, radio and 
television and an adjunct faculty member at the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay. Mr. Nixon has 
written numerous articles and co-authored books on insolvency issues. He has represented clients 
in cases before the U.S. Supreme Court and the Courts of Appeals, as well as in bankruptcy courts 
throughout the U.S., including some of the largest bankruptcies filed in the U.S. He is counsel to 
the fee examiner in the General Motors bankruptcy and, as part of his practice group, counsel to the 
fee committee in the Lehman Brothers Holdings Inc. bankruptcy. Mr. Nixon’s practice has included 
advising, among others, Dutch, Russian and Australian clients on American bankruptcy law, as well 
as advising American clients on foreign insolvency issues and practice. He also represented a British 
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bankruptcy trustee in administering assets in the U.S., filed one of the only chapter 15 cases outside of 
New York and Delaware representing a Canadian receiver and represented a bank holding company 
through a chapter 11 reorganization. Mr. Nixon’s clients include retail companies, manufacturing 
companies, construction companies, food processors, agribusiness entities, banks, financial institu-
tions, and other manufacturing and service businesses. Moreover, he represents clients in all aspects 
of bankruptcy including debtors, secured creditors, creditor committees, asset-purchasers, receivers 
and trustees. He is one of a handful of lawyers with substantial experience in Wisconsin Chapter 
128 Receiverships, as well as Wisconsin’s unique wage lien law in Chapter 109. He also has held a 
number of positions in municipal government and is a frequent speaker on those issues, as part of 
his practice involves special assignments for municipalities. Mr. Nixon received his A.S. in maritime 
science with high honors from the Great Lakes Maritime Academy at Northwestern Michigan Col-
lege, his B.S. cum laude in public and environmental administration in 1987 from the University of 
Wisconsin-Green Bay, his M.A. in public policy and administration from the University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison Robert M. LaFollette Institute of Public Affairs in 1990, and his J.D. cum laude in 1990 
from the University of Wisconsin Law School, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif.

Thomas E. Patterson is a partner with Klee Tuchin Bogdanoff & Stern LLP in Los Angeles. He has 
represented debtors, creditors’ committees and secured creditors in many large chapter 11 cases, and 
has also been involved in many significant insurer insolvency matters in California. Mr. Patterson has 
represented many chapter 11 debtors, including Brotman Medical Center, the developer of the Lake 
Las Vegas Resort and Development, Thorpe Insulation Co. (special appellate counsel in connection 
with a plan proposed under § 524(g) of the Bankruptcy Code), Imagyn Medical Technologies Inc., 
Aquarius Promotional Enterprises Inc. and Cool Fuel Incorporated. He also has extensive experience 
in representing secured creditors and the lenders, and has represented many committees. Mr. Patter-
son is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy. He has participated extensively in continuing 
education panels for the American Law Institute, Financial Lawyers Conference, ABI, the Los Ange-
les County Bar Association and other organizations. Mr. Patterson was named the 2011 Century City 
Bankruptcy Attorney of the year and is listed in The Best Lawyers in America and Chambers USA, 
among other honors. He has served as secretary (2004-05), vice president and seminar coordinator 
(2005-06), president (2006-07) and member of the board of governors (1998-2001, 2003-present) of 
the Financial Lawyers Conference, and has been a member of the Debtor-Creditor Relations Com-
mittee of the Business Law Section of the California State Bar (1992-95) and of the Bankruptcy 
Subcommittee of the Commercial Law and Bankruptcy Committee of the Los Angeles County Bar 
Association (1994-97). He is the author of “Current Issues Involving Adequate Protection in Real 
Estate Bankruptcies,” 22 California Bankruptcy Journal 75 (1994), and is a contributing author to 
Collier on Bankruptcy. Mr. Patterson received his B.A. with first-class honors in philosophy from 
the University of Manitoba. He attended Oxford University on a Rhodes Scholarship, from which 
he graduated with a B.A. in jurisprudence (First Class) in 1984 and a Bachelor of Civil Law (First 
Class) in 1985. He subsequently served as a Bigelow Fellow and Lecturer in Law at the University of 
Chicago Law School from 1985-86.

Hon. Pamela Pepper is a U.S. District Court Judge for the Eastern District of Wisconsin in Mil-
waukee, appointed by President Obama in 2014. Previously, she served as a bankruptcy judge for 
the district, initially appointed on July 5, 2005, and named chief judge on July 1, 2010. Prior to her 
appointment, she was with the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Chicago and moved to the Milwaukee U.S. 
Attorney’s Office in 1994. Judge Pepper was previously a solo criminal defense practitioner, repre-
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senting clients in federal trial courts and in the Seventh Circuit, as well as in Wisconsin state court. 
She holds a graduate certificate in dispute resolution from Marquette University and has taught legal 
writing and law practice management at Marquette Law School. Judge Pepper is a member of the 
State Bar of Wisconsin, the Association for Women Lawyers, the Seventh Circuit Bar Association, the 
American Bar Association, the Eastern District of Wisconsin Bar Association and the NACTT Acad-
emy for Consumer Bankruptcy Education. Previously, she served on the board of Federal Defender 
Services of Wisconsin and of the Wisconsin State Public Defender. She is a former president of the 
Milwaukee Bar Association, a former chair of the State Bar of Wisconsin’s Board of Governors, and 
an ABI member, for which she served as education director and chair of its Consumer Bankruptcy 
Committee, and currently serves on its board of directors. She is also a member of the National Con-
ference of Bankruptcy Judges, having served a term as the Seventh Circuit representative on its Board 
of Governors and as secretary for 2013-14. She has also served on its national conference education 
committee, chairing that committee for the 2014 conference in Chicago. Judge Pepper completed two 
terms as an associate editor of the American Bankruptcy Law Journal. She has served on the Human 
Resources Advisory Council of the Administrative Office of U.S. Courts and currently serves on the 
OSCAR working group for the Administrative Office. She also frequently speaks at Federal Judicial 
Center programs, and is a member of the Center’s Bankruptcy Judges’ Education Advisory Group. 
Judge Pepper is a frequent speaker for bar associations across the country on such topics as the rules 
of evidence in bankruptcy, the intersection of criminal and bankruptcy law, and litigation skills. She 
received her undergraduate degree in theater from Northwestern University and her J.D. from Cornell 
Law School, where she was a notes editor on the Cornell Law Review and a teaching assistant.

Jeffrey N. Pomerantz is a partner with Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones LLP in Los Angeles, where his 
practice includes representing companies, creditors’ committees and private-equity funds in complex 
in- and out-of-court financial restructurings and merger-and-acquisition transactions. He has particu-
lar expertise in restructurings in the restaurant and retail sectors, and is generally focused on middle-
market companies with annual revenues ranging from $50 million to $300 million. Mr. Pomerantz 
also has an active creditors’ committee practice, having represented more than 20 creditors’ commit-
tees over the past several years. He is ABI’s President and authored “The Bare Necessities of Critical 
Vendor Motions—It’s a Jungle Out There,” 13 Journal of Bankruptcy Law & Practice (2004), and he 
has lectured or been a panelist for ABI, the Los Angeles Bankruptcy Forum, the Financial Lawyers 
Conference and the Credit Managers Association. He is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell and was 
named a “Super Lawyer” in the field of Bankruptcy & Creditor/Debtor Rights from 2009-12 in Los 
Angeles magazine. Mr. Pomerantz received both his undergraduate degree Phi Beta Kappa and his 
J.D. from New York University, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif.

Shane G. Ramsey is a partner in the Nashville, Tenn., office of Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough, 
LLP, where he focuses his practice on financial restructuring, bankruptcy and corporate trust mat-
ters. He regularly represents committees of unsecured creditors, indenture trustees, secured creditors, 
unsecured creditors, bondholders, noteholders, liquidation trustees, plan administrators, disbursing 
agents and other entities in bankruptcy reorganizations, liquidation proceedings and bankruptcy-re-
lated litigation. Mr. Ramsey also has experience handling complex civil litigation matters in both 
state and federal courts and in alternative dispute resolution settings, including arbitration and media-
tion. His business litigation experience includes contract disputes, business torts, breach of fiduciary 
duties, officer and director liabilities, and other general litigation matters. Mr. Ramsey is admitted to 
practice in Tennessee, Florida and Georgia, and before the U.S. District Courts for the Middle, North-
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ern and Southern Districts of Florida, the Northern and Middle Districts of Georgia and the Eastern 
District of Michigan, and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit. He received his B.A. 
magna cum laude in 2003 from the University of Tampa and his J.D. with high honors in 2006 from 
Florida State University College of Law, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif and a senior 
articles editor of the Florida State University Law Review.

John Rao is an attorney with the National Consumer Law Center, Inc. in Boston, where he focuses 
on consumer credit, mortgage servicing and bankruptcy issues, and he has served as a panelist and 
instructor at numerous bankruptcy and consumer law trainings and conferences. He is a contributing 
author and editor of NCLC’s Consumer Bankruptcy Law and Practice, co-author of NCLC’s Fore-
closures, and author of Bankruptcy Basics, Guide to Surviving Debt and NCLC Reports: Bankruptcy 
and Foreclosures Edition. He is also a contributing author to Collier on Bankruptcy and a member of 
its editorial board, as well as a contributing author to the Collier Bankruptcy Practice Guide, and has 
authored articles for the ABI Journal. Mr. Rao served as a member of the federal Judicial Conference 
Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy Rules from 2006-12, appointed by Chief Justice John Roberts, 
and has served as an expert witness and testified before Congress on consumer matters. He is a con-
feree of the National Bankruptcy Conference, a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, board 
member of the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys and the National Consumer 
Bankruptcy Rights Center, and is a former ABI Board member. He has also served as an adjunct 
faculty member at Boston College School of Law. Mr. Rao is a graduate of Boston University and 
received his J.D. from the University of California.

Prof. Nancy B. Rapoport is the special counsel to the president of the University of Nevada, Las Ve-
gas in Las Vegas and is the Garman Turner Gordon Professor of Law at the William S. Boyd School 
of Law at UNLV, as well as an affiliate professor of business law and ethics in the university’s Lee 
Business School. She specializes in bankruptcy ethics, ethics in governance, law firm behavior and 
the depiction of lawyers in popular culture. Prof. Rapoport is admitted to the bars of the states of Cali-
fornia, Ohio, Nebraska, Texas and Nevada and to the U.S. Supreme Court. In 2001, she was elected 
to membership in the American Law Institute, and in 2002, she received a Distinguished Alumna 
Award from Rice University. She is also a Fellow of the American Bar Foundation and a Fellow of 
the American College of Bankruptcy. Previously, Prof. Rapoport clerked for Hon. Joseph T. Sneed 
on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, then practiced primarily bankruptcy law with 
Morrison & Forester in San Francisco from 1986-91. She began her academic career at Ohio State 
University College of Law in 1991. She served as dean of the University of Nebraska College of Law 
from 1998-2000, then served as dean and professor of law at the University of Houston Law Center 
from July 2000 to May 2006 and as professor of law from June 2006 to June 2007, when she left to 
join the faculty at Boyd. Prof. Rapoport has taught contracts, sales (Article 2), bankruptcy, chapter 11 
reorganization, legal writing, contract drafting and professional responsibility. She co-authored En-
ron: Corporate Fiascos and Their Implications (Foundation Press 2004), Enron and Other Corporate 
Fiascos: The Corporate Scandal Reader (Foundation Press, 2d ed. 2008) and Law School Survival 
Manual: From LSAT to Bar Exam (Aspen Publishers 2010), and was instrumental in completing the 
Final Report of the ABI National Ethics Task Force. Prof. Rapoport received her B.A. summa cum 
laude from Rice University in 1982 and her J.D. from Stanford Law School in 1985.
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Patricia A. Redmond is a shareholder in the Bankruptcy and Restructuring Department of the Miami 
office of Stearns, Weaver, Miller, Weissler, Alhadeff & Sitterson, P.A. and is a former ABI president. 
She has practiced in the insolvency field in Miami for more than 30 years and has appeared in many 
reorganizations and out-of-court workouts in all industries. Ms. Redmond has represented develop-
ers, financial institutions, public and private owners and distressed-asset purchasers. She has particu-
lar experience in the representation of creditors’ committees, secured creditors and debtors in chapter 
11 cases. Ms. Redmond is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and served on its Board 
of Directors (2005-08) and as Secretary. She has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America for 
Bankruptcy Debtor/Creditor Rights since 1995, has been recognized as a Band I attorney by Cham-
bers USA, and has been listed as a top lawyer in the South Florida Legal Guide and in Florida Trend 
magazine’s “Legal Elite.” Ms. Redmond is a member and former director of IWIRC, and received 
IWIRC’s “Woman of the Year” award in 2013 for Restructuring. In addition, she has co-chaired ABI’s 
Caribbean Insolvency Symposium and has been a member if the advisory board of ABI’s Southeast 
Bankruptcy Workshop. Ms. Redmond is admitted to practice before the Bars of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania and the state of Florida, and she is an adjunct professor at the University of Miami 
School of Law, where she received its Outstanding Professor Award in 2003 and 2011 and its Lead-
ers in Law award in 2014. She also founded its Bankruptcy Assistance Clinic in 2004. Ms. Redmond 
received her J.D. in 1979 from the University of Miami.

William T. Reid, IV is a founding member of Reid Collins & Tsai LLP in New York and has tried 
a wide range of cases to verdict before judges and juries, including a recent three-week bench trial 
against Credit Suisse alleging that the investment bank fraudulently syndicated a real estate develop-
ment loan, in which the trial court awarded a judgment of $287.5 million. His complex commercial 
litigation practice is national and international in scope, and he currently represents several public 
companies, Highland Capital Management, LP, and numerous liquidators, bankruptcy fiduciaries and 
SEC receivers, among others. Previously, Mr. Reid spent three years as an assistant U.S. attorney dur-
ing the 1990s, focusing on complex drug and corruption prosecutions, trying 25 cases to verdict (and 
getting 24 convictions) and prosecuting hundreds of cases annually. Many of his current cases fall 
within the categories of insolvency litigation, professional malpractice, business fraud and complex 
financial transactions, and he has handled many cases arising out of Ponzi schemes and cross-border 
frauds, as well as fiduciary litigation, professional liability cases, bad-faith insurance actions, and 
claims against the federal government under the Federal Tort Claims Act. Mr. Reid was selected for 
inclusion in both Lawdragon 500 and The Best Lawyers of America for 2016, and he has been recog-
nized as a Texas Super Lawyer for over a decade. He is admitted to practice in the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the Second and Fifth Circuits, the U.S. District Courts for the Southern and Eastern Districts 
of New York, and all of the U.S. District Courts in Texas. Mr. Reid is a member of the American Bar 
Association, the Fifth Circuit Bar Association, the New York State Bar and the State Bar of Texas. 
Following law school, he clerked for Hon. Reynaldo G. Garza of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Fifth Circuit. Mr. Reid received his B.a. in economics and B.S. in accounting cum laude from the 
University of Connecticut at Storrs, and his J.D. cum laude from St. John’s University School of Law, 
where he was an editor of the St. John’s Law Review.

William J. Rochelle, III is ABI’s Editor-at-Large and resides in New York. Previously, he published 
for Bloomberg from 2007-15. Prior to his second career in journalism, Mr. Rochelle practiced bank-
ruptcy law for 35 years, including 17 years as a partner in the New York office of Fulbright & Jawor-
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ski LLP. He earned his undergraduate and law degrees from Columbia University, where he was a 
Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar.

Peter D. Russin is a co-founder and shareholder of Meland Russin Budwick, a boutique commercial 
litigation and bankruptcy firm in Miami. He routinely represents corporate debtors, secured lenders, 
creditors’ committees and trustees in insolvency proceedings and commercial litigation matters. He 
also counsels clients through out-of-court workouts and private debt restructuring. Mr. Russin has 
successfully prosecuted and defended avoidance actions, including preference and fraudulent con-
veyance actions, in state and federal courts, and he has written and lectured extensively on insolvency 
and commercial litigation topics. AV-rated Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell, he is listed in Cham-
bers USA (2005-16), Chambers & Partners for creditors’ rights, The Best Lawyers in America, as a 
Top Lawyer in the South Florida Legal Guide, and in Florida Trend’s Legal Elite and South Florida 
Super Lawyers. He is also a past president of the Bankruptcy Bar Association of the Southern District 
of Florida. Mr. Russin received his B.A. with departmental honors in 1985 from Tulane University of 
Louisiana and his J.D. in 1988 from George Washington University Law School.

Bradford J. Sandler is co-chair of Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones LLP’s National Committee Prac-
tice Group in Wilmington, Del., and maintains a national practice representing debtors, committees, 
acquirers and other significant parties in interest in complex reorganizations and financially distressed 
situations, both in and out of court. He regularly represents clients in a wide variety of industries, in-
cluding retail and consumer products, technology, food and beverage, construction, life sciences and 
manufacturing, and has substantial experience in representing businesses and entrepreneurs in both 
healthy and distressed corporate and commercial transactions. Mr. Sandler is listed among both The 
Best Lawyers in America and Delaware Super Lawyers in bankruptcy and creditor-debtor rights, is 
ranked among the top bankruptcy attorneys in the U.S. by The Deal, holds an AV-Preeminent rating 
by Martindale-Hubbell, and is ranked among the top Bankruptcy/Restructuring attorneys by Cham-
bers USA. Additionally, he is an adjunct professor of law at Temple University School of Law in 
Philadelphia, where he teaches a course in business reorganizations. Mr. Sandler is a court-approved 
standing mediator for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Districts of Delaware, New Jersey and New 
York, and for the Superior Court for the State of Delaware. A frequent writer and speaker, he is admit-
ted to practice in Delaware, Pennsylvania, New Jersey and New York. Mr. Sandler received his B.S. 
and M.B.A. at Drexel University and his J.D. at Temple University, where he served as executive 
editor of the Temple Environmental and Technological Law Journal.

Tom Santoro is a principal with Glass Ratner Advisory & Capital Group, LLC in Fort Lauderdale, 
Fla., and is a financial advisor and expert witness with more than 25 years of experience managing 
complex business matters as an advisor to companies, lenders and attorneys. His background includes 
all phases of restructurings, turnarounds, crisis management, commercial litigation and disputes. Mr. 
Santoro is ranked as one of the country’s Top Crisis Management Professionals by The Deal Maga-
zine, recognized as a Top CPA and Financial Professional by the South Florida Legal Guide and 
named a Global Top 100 Restructuring and Turnaround Professional by Global M&A Network. Mr. 
Santoro has been engaged in a wide variety of high-profile matters serving as financial advisor, CRO, 
investment Banker, plan administrator, trustee and expert witness on behalf of debtors and creditors 
in bank workouts and court-supervised restructurings and as an advisor in corporate transactions. He 
previously served for 10 years as a senior financial officer and manager of public and private com-



AMERICAN BANKRUPTCY INSTITUTE

997

panies, including Kraft General Foods, NationsRent and Vitalink Pharmacy Services. Mr. Santoro 
began his career as a Certified Public Accountant (CPA) and a Certified Management Accountant 
(CMA) in the Chicago offices of Arthur Andersen and Price Waterhouse. He received his B.S. with 
honors in finance and accounting from Northern Illinois University and his M.B.A. in finance and 
marketing from the University of Chicago’s Booth School of Business.

Sarah L. Schultz is a partner in Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP’s financial restructuring 
group in Dallas and has extensive experience representing debtors, official and unofficial committees 
of creditors, secured lender groups, debtors-in-possession lenders, acquirers of assets, and vendors 
in large, complex cases and out-of-court restructurings. Her restructuring matters encompass a va-
riety of industries, with a heavy emphasis on oil and gas. Ms. Schultz’s recent engagements include 
representation of Quicksilver Resources Inc. as debtor, the official committee of unsecured creditors 
of Swift Energy Co., et al., the official committee of Emerald Oil, the ad hoc committee of Black 
Elk Energy bondholders, and a number of smaller and/or confidential matters. She is a member of 
the State Bar of Texas, was recognized as an “Outstanding Young Bankruptcy Lawyer” in 2015 in 
Turnarounds & Workouts, and has been listed in Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for 
Business (2013-16), “Texas Rising Star” (2009-15), “Forty Under 40” (2010), Legal 500 US in 2016 
fpor Finance – Corporate Restructuring (including bankruptcy), and as one of Dallas’ Best Women 
Lawyers in the area of Bankruptcy/Workouts by D Magazine (2010). Ms. Schultz received her B.A. 
summa cum laude in 1998 from the University of North Dakota and her J.D. cum laude in 2001 from 
the University of Minnesota Law School, where she was a member of the Minnesota Law Review in 
2000 and 2001.

Matthew Schwartz, CPA, CFF, CFE, CIRA is a partner with Bederson LLP in West Orange, N.J., 
in its Insolvency and Litigation Services Department and focuses on forensic accounting, bankruptcy 
valuations, litigation accounting, business valuations, economic damages, expert witness testimony, 
corporate investigations and matrimonial financial expertise. He is responsible for overseeing en-
gagements and testifying regarding all aspects of forensic engagements, including bankruptcy, insol-
vency, fraud, damages and tax matters. Mr. Schwartz has appeared and testified in bankruptcy and 
state courts in New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania and Delaware. He has been retained by trustees, 
secured creditors, creditors’ committees, debtors, plaintiffs and defendants and has served as a liqui-
dating agent. He has also investigated and uncovered numerous defalcations, leading to recoveries 
and arrests. In that capacity, Mr. Schwartz received recognition from the FBI in 2010 for his work on 
New Jersey Affordable Housing, one of the largest bankruptcy fraud cases in New Jersey’s history. In 
addition to his financial investigative work, he has completed the New Jersey Association of Profes-
sional Mediator’s Civil Mediation Training Program, as well its Civil Mediation Apprenticeship. Mr. 
Schwartz has lectured on insolvency and tax matters for organizations, including various chapters of 
the New Jersey Society of Certified Public Accountants, Hunterdon Medical Center, Essex County 
Bar Association, Lorman Education Services, AGN (an international affiliation of independent and 
separate accounting firms), Association of Commercial Finance Attorney Law Firms, publicly held 
companies, the Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors and the New Jersey Associa-
tion of Legal Administrators. He has also developed and taught courses on tax, EDP investigations 
and insolvency, as well as college-level courses at Warren County Community College and Kean 
University. Mr. Schwartz is a member the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (for 
which he chaired its Bankruptcy Task Force), the New Jersey Society of Certified Public Accountants 
and the Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors (for which he served as president in 
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2014). He is also a member of the Association of Certified Fraud Examiners, the Turnaround Manage-
ment Association and ABI, for which he served on its “Cracking the Code” online newsletter editorial 
board. Mr. Schwartz received his B.A. in economics with distinction from the University of Virginia-
degree and his M.B.A. in accounting from Rutgers University.

Andrew Scruton is a senior managing director with FTI Consulting, Inc. in New York in its Corpo-
rate Finance/Restructuring segment. He has more than 20 years of experience as a financial advisor 
to both companies and creditors, and he has an extensive background managing distressed or troubled 
corporate situations, both in and out-of-court. Mr. Scruton has significant experience in the energy, 
telecommunications, manufacturing, retail and consumer product industries, and has experience in 
analyzing critical strategic, operational and financial factors, including business plan assessment, 
financial performance and forecast evaluation, and financing and capital structure evaluation. He also 
specializes in designing and developing restructuring theories and solutions, using refined analyti-
cal techniques, assessing business prospects and credit risk in a diverse range of situations, issuing 
recommendations based upon syntheses of relevant factors, including industry outlook, cyclicality, 
maturity and competitive dynamics. Mr. Scruton has restructuring transaction experience in bank-
ruptcy proceedings in the U.S., Europe and Caribbean, and has designed and developed sophisticated 
financial models to assist in the assessment of potential recoveries and to test the sensitivity of such 
recoveries to the variability of potential outcomes. Among his representations are 360networks, Adel-
phia, Borden Chemical & Plastics, Capital BanCorp, Energy Future Holdings, Fruehauf Trailer, Mo-
dus Media, Nellson Nutraceutical, Pacific Crossing, Parmalat, WaMu and Williams Communications. 
Prior to joining FTI Consulting, Mr. Scruton was a founding managing director of Giuliani Capital 
Advisors and a managing director at a Big Four accounting firm. He also spent eight years working 
in London and gained considerable experience in the financial services and insurance sectors. Mr. 
Scruton is a fellow of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales, and previously 
held NASD-registered licenses 7, 24 and 63 from December 2004 to June 2006 with Giuliani Capital 
Advisors. He holds an M.A. in mathematics and management studies from Cambridge University.

David R. Seligman is a partner in the Restructuring Practice Group of Kirkland & Ellis LLP in Chi-
cago, where he concentrates in all aspects of U.S. and worldwide corporate restructurings and insol-
vency proceedings. He has extensive experience advising large publicly and privately held U.S. and 
multinational corporations and their boards in complex domestic and international restructuring mat-
ters, both in and out of court. He also advises buyers and lenders in complex distressed situations and 
insolvency planning matters, as well as trustees, administrators and creditors’ committees in all types 
of bankruptcy and insolvency proceedings. Mr. Seligman focuses on transportation, energy, financial 
institutions, gaming, technology and real estate. He is a frequent lecturer and author on restructuring 
matters, having spoken at conferences sponsored by ABI, the Association of Insolvency and Restruc-
turing Advisors, the Turnaround Management Association, the Chicago Bar Association, the National 
Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and the Ontario Bar Association, among others. He also has taught 
several advanced restructuring courses at the University of Chicago’s Graham School, NYU Law 
School, and in association with the Osgoode Hall Law School at York University in Toronto. Mr. 
Seligman has been recognized as a leading restructuring lawyer in Chambers USA every year since 
2006. In March 2011, he was selected as one of Law360’s “Rising Stars,” a list of five restructuring 
attorneys to watch under the age of 40, and in 2006 he was named to Turnarounds & Workouts’ list 
of 14 “Outstanding Young Restructuring Lawyers.” He was also listed as a leading lawyer in the 
2009 edition of International Financial Law Review 1000: Guide to the World’s Leading Financial 
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Law Firms. Mr. Seligman received his A.B. cum laude in 1993 from Dartmouth College and his J.D. 
summa cum laude in 1996 from the University of Miami School of Law, where he was an editor for 
the University of Miami Law Review and a member of the Order of the Coif.

J. Christopher Shore is a partner in the New York office of White & Case LLP, where he represents 
clients in high-stakes litigation in complex business disputes, largely arising from debtor/creditor re-
lations. He has more than 20 years of experience practicing before bankruptcy courts throughout the 
U.S., as well as federal district and state trial courts, arbitral bodies and appellate courts. Mr. Shore 
has been involved in such cases as Energy Future Holdings, Residential Capital, Dynegy, Lehman 
Brothers, Delphi, Dana, Six Flags, Mirant Corp., Adelphia Communications and Enron Corp. He has 
also been instrumental in many of the largest cross-border cases filed in the U.S., including those of 
UPC, Vitro Packaging, Elpida Memory and Rede Energia. Mr. Shore has represented a diverse ar-
ray of clients, including debtors, foreign representatives, secured and unsecured creditors, creditors’ 
committees and ad hoc groups of secured and unsecured creditors. He has conducted dozens of bench 
and jury trials, and has been actively involved in many of the landmark judicial decisions in recent re-
structuring jurisprudence. Mr. Shore is admitted to the Bars of Rhode Island and New York State, and 
is admitted to practice before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second, Fifth and Federal Circuits, 
the U.S. District Courts for the Southern and Eastern Districts of New York, and the U.S. Supreme 
Court. He received his B.A. from Brown University and his J.D. from the Georgetown University 
Law Center.

Sage M. Sigler is a partner in the Alston & Bird LLP’s Bankruptcy & Financial Restructuring Group 
in Atlanta, where she represents debtors in complex chapter 11 cases and advises clients in all as-
pects of bankruptcy proceedings, including with regard to secured and unsecured claims, preferences, 
fraudulent transfers and other litigation matters. Additionally, she represents clients in complex busi-
ness and commercial litigation, with an emphasis on breach-of-contract and financial accounting liti-
gation, and is experienced with the complexities of e-discovery. Prior to joining Alston & Bird, Ms. 
Sigler clerked for Hon. Mary Grace Diehl in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District of 
Georgia. She has been recognized as a “Rising Star” by Georgia Super Lawyers magazine each year 
since 2012. She was also part of the team that received the 2011 M&A Advisor Cross Border Deal of 
the Year Award for In re Sea Launch, LLP, et al. In 2013, Ms. Sigler received her Claritas® Investment 
Certificate from the CFA Institute. She received her B.A. in political science from the University of 
Florida in 2001 and her J.D. in 2006 from Emory University School of Law, where she was a member 
of the executive board of the Emory Bankruptcy Developments Journal.

Yvette Austin Smith is a principal in the New York office of The Brattle Group, Inc. and special-
izes in M&A and bankruptcy disputes, with subject-matter expertise in valuation and credit and sol-
vency analysis. She provides testifying and consulting expert services in litigation matters related to 
mergers and acquisitions, dissenting shareholder actions, leveraged buyouts, recapitalization, debt-
recharacterization and avoidance actions. Ms. Austin Smith testified as a solvency expert on behalf of 
JPMorgan Chase in Lehman Brothers Holdings Inc. and in Official Committee of Unsecured Credi-
tors of Lehman Brothers Holdings Inc. v. JPMorgan Chase Bank N.A. She has also been retained as a 
solvency expert in connection with the bankruptcies of Energy Future Holdings, U.S. Steel Canada, 
Indalex and Travelport. Ms. Austin Smith recently testified as a valuation expert in Owens v. Cannon 
before the Delaware Court of Chancery and is currently retained as a valuation expert in pending 
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appraisal actions before the same court. She has written a number of publications and presented on 
valuation and credit analysis for such organizations as the American Bar Association, ABI, Thomson 
Reuters and Bloomberg Law. She is also a contributing author to the Model Merger Agreement for 
the Acquisition of a Public Company, published by the ABA’s Mergers and Acquisitions Committee, 
and a contributing researcher to The Standard & Poor’s Guide to Fairness Opinions: A User’s Guide 
for Fiduciaries. Ms. Austin Smith is co-chair of the American Bar Association’s Financial Advisor 
Task Force and a member of the teaching faculty of Harvard University Extension School, where she 
teaches a graduate finance course. She is also a faculty member of the American Bar Association’s 
National Institute of Negotiating Business Acquisitions. Ms. Austin Smith received her A.B. in gov-
ernment and philosophy from Harvard College and her M.B.A in finance from Columbia University.

Prof. Ilya Somin is professor of law at George Mason University’s Antonin Scalia Law School in 
Arlington, Va. His research focuses on constitutional law, property law, and the study of popular po-
litical participation and its implications for constitutional democracy. He is the author of Democracy 
and Political Ignorance: Why Smaller Government Is Smarter (revised and expanded second edition, 
Stanford University Press 2016) and The Grasping Hand: Kelo v. City of New London and the Limits 
of Eminent Domain (University of Chicago Press 2015), co-author of A Conspiracy Against Obam-
acare: The Volokh Conspiracy and the Health Care Case (Palgrave Macmillan 2013), and co-editor 
of Eminent Domain: A Comparative Perspective (Cambridge University Press, forthcoming). Prof. 
Somin’s work has appeared in numerous scholarly journals, including the Yale Law Journal, Stanford 
Law Review, Northwestern University Law Review, Georgetown Law Journal, Critical Review and 
others. He has also published articles in a variety of popular press outlets, including the Wall Street 
Journal, Los Angeles Times, the New York Times Room for Debate website, CNN, USA Today, New-
ark Star Ledger, Orlando Sentinel, South China Morning Post, Legal Times, National Law Journal 
and Reason. From 2006-13, he served as co-editor of the Supreme Court Economic Review, one of the 
country’s top-rated law and economics journals. In 2008, Prof. Somin served as a visiting professor at 
the University of Pennsylvania Law School. He has also been a visiting professor at the University of 
Hamburg, Germany, the University of Torcuato Di Tella in Buenos Aires, Argentina, and Zhengzhou 
University in China. Before joining the faculty at George Mason, Prof. Somin was the John M. Olin 
Fellow in Law at Northwestern University Law School from 2002-03. From 2001-02, he clerked for 
Hon. Judge Jerry E. Smith of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit. Prof. Somin received his 
B.A. summa cum laude from Amherst College, his M.A. in political science from Harvard University 
and his J.D. from Yale Law School.

Randye B. Soref is a principal at Polsinelli PC in Los Angeles, where she focuses her practice 
on bankruptcy, creditors’ rights, corporate workouts, reorganizations and commercial litigation. She 
represents all classes of creditors in bankruptcy proceedings, including both solvent and insolvent 
financial institutions. She also routinely represents domestic and foreign commercial banks, invest-
ment banks, other lending institutions and distressed-debt investors in connection with the acquisition 
and disposition of distressed real estate within formal bankruptcy reorganizations, as well as “out of 
court” workouts. Ms. Soref’s services include loan workouts, negotiating and documenting debtor-
in-possession financing, all aspects of plan confirmation, obtaining relief from the automatic stay, 
successfully obtaining pre-judgment writs of attachment, appointment of receivers, and nonjudicial 
and judicial foreclosure of real and personal property collateral. She also counsels institutional clients 
on credit documentation, collection efforts and other credit matters. Ms. Soref received her B.A. from 
Hofstra University and her J.D. from California Western School of Law.
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James Sottile, IV is a partner with Jones Day in New York, and his practice focuses on commercial 
litigation with particular emphasis on complex bankruptcy matters. He has tried more than 30 cases 
to decision, including matters involving fraudulent conveyances, alter ego/veil-piercing, insurance 
coverage, securities fraud and professional malpractice. In addition to his trial work, Mr. Sottile regu-
larly defends client in investigations by the SEC and other financial regulators, including the New 
York Department of Financial Services. He has represented the principals of a major nursing home 
business in defeating at trial claims that sought to hold them liable for more than $1 billion in tort 
judgments, The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey in connection with several governmental 
investigations, and a leading mortgage services company in settling claims by the New York Depart-
ment of Financial Services. Mr. Sottile has been named a notable insurance practitioner in Chambers 
USA: America’s Leading Business Lawyers since 2005 and has been recognized in The Best Law-
yers in America in insurance law since 2011. He is also a former adjunct professor at Georgetown 
University, where he taught securities litigation. Mr. Sottile is admitted to the bars of New York, the 
District of Columbia and Maryland. He received his B.S. in 1982 from the University of Florida and 
his J.D. magna cum laude from Georgetown University in 1985, where he was associate editor of the 
Georgetown Law Journal.

E. Stewart Spielman is a member of McGlinchey Stafford PLLC in Baton Rouge, La., chairs the 
firm’s Associate Committee and plays an active role on the firm’s Recruiting Committee. He regu-
larly represents companies, institutional lenders, nontraditional financial investors and equity funds 
in a variety of complex commercial litigation and enforcement matters. Mr. Spielman has experi-
ence in negotiating complex workouts, forbearances and recapitalizations of distressed commercial 
financing relationships. His representative secured and unsecured creditor-specific experience covers 
many areas, including real estate secured, agented and syndicated loans; SBA/USDA-guaranteed, 
and asset-based lending; and wholesale automotive and equipment floor plan financing. His clients 
have included the negotiation of multimillion-dollar receivable financing transactions, international 
vessel sales and financing packages, rendering nationwide compliance opinions on various UCC 
matters, sales and leasing of equipment and inventory to local and regional companies, and overall 
organizational structuring and documentation. Mr. Spielman also represents lenders and nontradi-
tional financial institutions in bankruptcy proceedings across the Southeastern U.S. in all aspects of 
chapter 11 proceedings, including motions for relief from stay, disputes regarding lease agreements, 
objections to confirmation of plans, obtaining adequate protection orders, motions to convert, cash 
collateral orders, negotiating asset sales, and a wide variety of adversary proceedings from fraudulent 
transfers, ranking disputes, classification of estate assets, and pursuing discharge and dischargeability 
objections. In addition, he represents clients in more traditional commercial litigation matters in both 
trial and appellate courts involving contract disputes, environmental disputes, oil and gas contracts, 
legacy lawsuits, commercial lease enforcements, and a wide variety of other commercial disputes. 
Mr. Spielman is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification 
and by the Louisiana Board of Legal Specialization. He is a 2014 National Fellow of the Leadership 
Council on Legal Diversity, and a member of ABI and the American and Louisiana State Bar Associa-
tions. Mr. Spielman received his B.S. in psychology in 2000 from Louisiana State University and his 
J.D. and Maritime Law Certificate from Tulane University Law School in 2003.

Catherine L. Steege is a partner with Jenner & Block LLP in Chicago and co-chairs the firm’s 
Bankruptcy Litigation practice group. She has represented numerous parties in complex bankruptcy 
litigation matters, including her representation of the Sentinel Management Group Litigation trustee, 
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the Magnatrax Litigation Trust, the NKK Litigation Trust and the trustees of Emerald Casino Inc. and 
Consolidated Industries Corp. Ms. Steege recently argued before the U.S. Supreme Court on behalf of 
Wellness International Network in Wellness International Network v. Sharif. She also represented the 
examiner in the Lehman Brothers chapter 11 case and authored the sections of the Lehman Brothers 
examiner’s report that considered potential avoidance actions against various financial institutions. 
Ms. Steege is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and an adjunct professor at John Mar-
shall Law School, and has been a member of the panel of trustees for the Northern District of Illinois 
since 1987. She received her J.D. in 1982 from DePaul University.

Mark G. Stingley is the global head of the Bankruptcy, Restructuring and Creditors’ Rights Client 
Service Group at Bryan Cave LLP in Kansas City, Mo. He represents a number of lending institutions 
in litigation and insolvency matters, and has represented several commercial and lending clients in 
real estate and commercial litigation cases in both state and federal courts in a number of jurisdic-
tions nationally. Mr. Stingley is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, for which he serves 
as co-chair of education for the Eighth Circuit Fellows, and he was an adjunct professor of law at 
the University of Missouri – Kansas City School of Law from 2007-16, where he taught a course on 
debtor/creditor relations. In addition, he has contributed to chapters in two Thomson Reuters books, 
Strategic Alternatives for Distressed Businesses and Commercial Bankruptcy Litigation, and is co-
editor of ABI’s How Secure Are You? Secured Creditors in Commercial and Consumer Bankruptcies. 
He further has co-authored a chapter in the Missouri CLE Desk Book on Bankruptcy entitled “Ex-
ecutory Contracts and Leases,” and spoken many times on bankruptcy for the Commercial Finance 
Association, ABI and the American Bar Association’s Business Law Section. He has served as the 
education director for ABI’s Secured Credit Committee, sits on ABI’s Executive Committee, and 
was on the board of the Turnaround Management Association’s Missouri affiliate from 2005-15. In 
2016, he was one of the authors of the newly enacted Missouri Commercial Receivership Statute. 
Mr. Stingley was one of 130 professionals, academics and judges appointed nationally to one of the 
10 advisory committees that reported to ABI’s Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11, for 
which he served on its Executory Contracts and Unexpired Leases Committee. He also served annu-
ally as co-moderator of ABI’s Midwestern Bankruptcy Institute from 1992-2014. Mr. Stingley further 
has been listed annually as “Best of the Bar” in Kansas City, a Super Lawyer in Missouri and Kansas, 
and in The Best Lawyers in America. He has also been annually listed as one of the top 100 lawyers 
in Missouri and Kansas and as one of the top 50 lawyers in Kansas City, and in 2017 he was named 
one of the top 10 lawyers in Missouri and Kansas. Mr. Stingley received his B.S. from William Jewell 
College and his J.D. from the University of Missouri at Kansas City.

Paul G. Swanson is a senior partner with Steinhilber Swanson, LLP in Oshkosh, Wis., and primarily 
represents individuals and businesses in financial reorganizations, restructurings, formal bankruptcy 
proceedings, receiverships and other debt-adjustment strategies. He has practiced bankruptcy law for 
nearly 35 years, and his representation is limited primarily to debtors in both simple and complex 
matters. Mr. Swanson has represented clients primarily in the Eastern District of Wisconsin, but also 
frequently appears before the bankruptcy courts in the Western District of Wisconsin. He has also 
pursued appeals on bankruptcy-related matters through the Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals. A chap-
ter 7 trustee since 1983, Mr. Swanson has presided over tens of thousands of chapter 7 liquidations, 
some of which have been complex. As an independent receiver in state court receiverships under 
chapter 128, Mr. Swanson has mediated disputes among secured creditors and other constituencies 
and managed to sell dozens of companies as going concerns. In addition to numerous out-of-court 
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restructurings where he has represented disputes with primarily secured creditors, he has also filed 
numerous chapter 11 reorganizations. Mr. Swanson was on the forefront when chapter 12 was ad-
opted by Congress to aid family farmers. He has been listed in Super Lawyers since 2005 for Bank-
ruptcy and Debtor/Creditor Rights and is currently the president-elect of the State Bar of Wisconsin. 
Mr. Swanson frequently lectures on bankruptcy-related topics. He is the organizer and coordinator 
for the annual Law Education Institute conference held in Vail or Aspen, Colo., and has also taught a 
graduate-level course at the College of Business at the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh. Mr. Swan-
son received his B.B.A. in 1977 from the University of Wisconsin at Oshkosh and his J.D. in 1979 
from the University of Wisconsin Law School.

Leon Szlezinger is co-head of Jefferies LLC’s Restructuring Department in New York and has more 
than 25 years of professional experience advising troubled companies and their stakeholders. He 
has advised company management and boards, secured lenders, bondholders and equityholders in 
bankruptcy matters and out-of-court restructurings in the U.S. and overseas. Mr. Szlezinger has also 
provided assistance to underperforming businesses and potential acquirers of distressed assets/enti-
ties, and has advised clients on general business issues. His industry specialization includes health 
care, industrial, real estate, energy and aviation, and he has advised significant stakeholders in such 
restructurings as Energy Future Holdings, Momentive, KV Pharmaceutical, American Airlines, East-
man Kodak, Quebecor, Delphi, Enron, Parmalat and Federal Mogul, having testified on numerous 
occasions. Prior to joining Jefferies, Mr. Szlezinger was a senior managing director at Mesirow Fi-
nancial Consulting and a corporate recovery partner at KPMG and PricewaterhouseCoopers. A for-
mer co-chair of ABI’s Investment Banking Committee, he has frequently been recognized as a top 
restructuring advisor by The Deal, has been included in the K&A Restructuring Register, been listed 
in the Bankruptcy Insider as a top creditor advisor, and was featured in Turnaround & Workouts’s 
“People to Watch.” He also received the 2014 Mega Turnaround of the Year award from the Turn-
around Management Association.

Hon. S. Martin Teel, Jr. has served as U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Columbia since 
1988. Following graduation from law school, he clerked for Judge Roger Robb of the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the D.C. Circuit. From 1971-88, he served in the Tax Division of the U.S. Department of 
Justice, first as a trial attorney and then as an assistant section chief. Judge Teel received his J.D. from 
the University of Virginia School of Law in 1970.

Hon. Deborah L. Thorne is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois in Chicago, 
appointed on Oct. 22, 2015. She is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, a member of the 
Board of Governors for the Seventh Circuit Bar Association and ABI’s Vice President-Communica-
tion and Information Technology. Previously, Judge Thorne was a partner with Barnes & Thornburg 
LLP in Chicago. Her practice included the representation of creditors and other parties in insolvency 
proceedings, and she frequently served as a federal equity receiver in commodity fraud cases brought 
by the Commodity Futures Trading Commission. In addition, she served as co-chair of the Women’s 
Initiative for the firm and as a federal equity receiver in cases involving commodity fraud in the 
Northern District of Illinois. Judge Thorne is a past chair of both the Chicago Bar Association’s Bank-
ruptcy Committee and the Seventh Circuit Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Committee. She authored 
ABI’s Preference Defense Handbook, The Circuits Compared and is one of the authors of ABI’s 
Interrupted! Understanding Bankruptcy’s Effects on Manufacturing Supply Chains. In addition, she 
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has been included in The Best Lawyers in America in the area of bankruptcy and creditor-debtor 
rights law, was recognized as a Leading Lawyer in Illinois and has been recognized by Illinois Super 
Lawyers every year since 2003. Judge Thorne received her B.A. from Macalester College, her M.A.T. 
from Duke University and her J.D. with honors from Illinois Institute of Technology Chicago-Kent 
College of Law.

Jonathan M. Tibus, CIRA, CDBV is a managing director with Alvarez & Marsal in Atlanta, where 
he specializes in developing, evaluating and implementing restructuring and performance-improve-
ment plans for underperforming companies, largely in the restaurant, retail and hospitality sectors. 
He has more than 20 years of experience in interim management and financial advisory roles and has 
managed numerous in-court and out-of-court restructuring efforts. Most recently, Mr. Tibus served 
as CEO of Last Call Operating Co., which owned and managed over 80 restaurants under the brand 
names of Champps, Bailey’s and Fox & Hound. In this role, he had overall strategic, financial and 
operational responsibility for a long-term stabilization and positioning process, ultimately leading to 
a sale transaction in chapter 11. He also recently served as CRO to Quiznos, a sandwich restaurant 
franchisor with over 2,000 domestic and international stores, and as COO to Max & Erma’s, a $150 
million chain of casual dining restaurants. Mr. Tibus also has served as restructuring advisor to vari-
ous companies, including an $800 million golf and sports equipment retailer, a multi-unit retail and 
wholesale nursery business, and an Atlantic City resort and casino prior to and during its bankruptcy 
filing. He also has extensive experience advising lenders, creditors and franchisees. Prior to joining 
A&M, Mr. Tibus was a manager in the restructuring practice of a Big Five consultancy. A member 
of the Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors (AIRA), the Turnaround Management 
Association (TMA) and ABI, Mr. Tibus received his bachelor’s degree from Florida State University 
and his M.B.A. from the University of Florida.

Patricia B. Tomasco is a partner in the Bankruptcy section of Jackson Walker LLP in Austin, Texas, 
and has more than 25 years of experience resolving corporate insolvency problems. Her practice 
consists of corporate reorganization and fiduciary litigation, and she focuses on workouts, reorgani-
zations, distressed acquisitions, and debtor and creditor representation in chapter 11 cases, as well as 
litigation related to fiduciary roles in both corporate and securitization entities. She also has experi-
ence in telecommunications-related reorganizations and litigation. Ms. Tomasco is a frequent author 
and lecturer on a variety of restructuring and workout-related matters, and represents clients in a 
variety of industries, including oil and gas, semiconductor, e-commerce, software, telecommunica-
tions, health care, biotechnology and manufacturing. Ms. Tomasco is Board Certified in Business 
Bankruptcy Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization and served on its Exam Commission 
from 2007-11. She is a member of the American Bar Association, ABI, the State Bar of Texas’s Bank-
ruptcy Law Section, and the Austin Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Section, for which she has served 
as counsel and secretary. She is also a member of the Bar Association of the Fifth Federal Circuit and 
the Austin Young Lawyers Association. Ms. Tomasco has been named a “Super Lawyer” (2005-14) 
and a “Bankruptcy & Creditor/Debtor Rights Super Lawyer” (2009-10, 2012) by Thomson Reuters, 
and in 2005 was listed in the Austin Business Journal in “Best of Business Attorneys & Corporate 
Counsel, Bankruptcy Law.” She is admitted to the New York and Texas Bars, as well as the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia, Federal and Fifth Circuits, the U.S. District Courts 
for the Eastern District of Michigan, the District of Arizona, and the Eastern, Western, Southern and 
Northern Districts of Texas, and the U.S. Supreme Court. Ms. Tomasco received her B.A. from Rice 
University and her J.D. from South Texas College of Law.
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Nellwyn Voorhies-Kantak is executive director of Donlin, Recano & Company, Inc. in Del Mar, 
Calif., and has more than 20 years of experience in the legal community. She previously practiced 
at Levene, Neale, Bender, Rankin & Brill, LLP, Baker & McKenzie and Sheppard, Mullin, Richter 
& Hampton LLP. She also has expertise in the claims-management industry and was with Kurtzman 
Carson Consultants LLC as director, and most recently at Rust Omni as vice president of sales and 
marketing. Ms. Voorhies-Kantak has worked on numerous chapter 11 cases, including Daewoo Mo-
tor America, Stateline Hotel, Inc., C&R Clothiers and Kenny Rogers Roasters. She also served as an 
extern to Hon. Leslie Tchaikovsky, U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of California. 
Ms. Voorhies-Kantak has served on ABI’s Bankruptcy Battleground West program’s advisory board, 
is active within the American Bar Association’s Business Bankruptcy Committee of its Business Law 
Section, and is vice-chair of the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation’s 
(IWIRC’s) Programming Committee. She received her B.A. cum laude from Georgetown University  
and her J.D. from the University of California, Berkeley.

William L. Wallander is a partner and practice group leader of the Restructuring & Reorganization 
Practice Group of Vinson & Elkins LLP in Dallas, and he has more than 20 years of experience in 
complex restructuring and reorganizations across a broad spectrum of clients and industry lines. He 
represents debtors, agents and lending groups, bondholder and noteholder groups, funds and commit-
tees, and has also served as an expert witness in bankruptcy court in connection with class-action se-
curities litigation. His industry experience includes aerospace, agriculture, chemicals, commodities, 
construction, defense, energy (upstream, midstream, downstream, renewables), derivatives, financial 
services, health care, hotel, legal, manufacturing, mining, mortgage finance, power, public finance, 
commercial real estate, retail, shipping, technology and transportation. Mr. Wallander is a member of 
the American Bar Association, the State Bar of Texas’s Bankruptcy Section (for which he serves as 
chair-elect), the New York Bar Association and the Dallas Bar Association’s Bankruptcy and Com-
mercial Law Section, ABI, the Texas Bank Association, the Texas Bar College and the Turnaround 
Management Association. He is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy, a Life Fellow of 
the Dallas Bar Foundation, and a member of the Chancellor’s Council and Littlefield Society of the 
University of Texas. Mr. Wallander is admitted to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court, the Texas 
Supreme Court, the Supreme Court of the State of New York, the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the Fifth 
and Tenth Circuits, and the U.S. District Courts for the Northern, Eastern, Western and Southern Dis-
tricts of Texas and the District of Arizona. He has been listed in Chambers Global, Chambers USA, 
The Best Lawyers in America, Texas Super Lawyers, Euromoney and Who’s Who Legal in Texas for 
insolvency and reorganization law. Mr. Wallander received his B.A. magna cum laude in political sci-
ence and economics from the University of Pittsburgh in 1981, his J.D. from the University of Texas 
School of Law in 1984 and his M.B.A. summa cum laude from the University of Phoenix in 2001.

Hon. Mary F. Walrath is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Delaware in Wilmington, ap-
pointed in 1998. She served as Chief Bankruptcy Judge from 2003-08. Judge Walrath previously 
clerked for Hon. Emil F. Goldhaber, Chief Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, 
and was an attorney at Clark Ladner Fortenbaugh & Young in Philadelphia, concentrating in the areas 
of debtor/creditor rights and commercial litigation. In addition to speaking at numerous bankruptcy 
educational programs and panels throughout the country, Judge Walrath is a founding member and 
co-president of the Delaware Bankruptcy American Inn of Court, a member of the Delaware Chapter 
of the International Women’s Insolvency and Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC), a member of 
ABI and a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy. She is also an editor of the Rutter Group 
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Bankruptcy Practice Guide and an adjunct professor at St. John’s University School of Law. Judge 
Walrath is active in the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges (NCBJ), having served on its 
Board of Governors from 2007-12, as secretary from 2013-14, as chair of its Education Committee 
from 2014-15 and as president-elect from 2015-16. She is currently NCBJ’s president. Judge Walrath 
served as an associate editor and then business manager of the American Bankruptcy Law Journal 
from 2009-15. She received her A.B. in history from Princeton University and earned her J.D. cum 
laude from Villanova University, where she was a member of the Villanova Law Review and was 
awarded the Order of the Coif.

Alison Verges Walters is a partner in Kelley Kronenberg’s Tampa, Fla., office where she focuses her 
practice on creditors’ rights, commercial litigation, bankruptcy and insurance subrogation. Prior to 
joining the firm, she was an associate at Dennis LeVine & Associates for nearly 10 years, where she 
focused her practice on collection-related matters. Ms. Walters is admitted to practice in Florida and 
in the U.S. District Courts for the Middle, Southern and Northern Districts of Florida. Shre received 
her B.A. from Loyola University in 1999 and her J.D. in 2003 from Loyola University New Orleans 
College of Law, where she was a member of its National Moot Court Team.

Hon. Eugene R. Wedoff served as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois 
in Chicago) from 1987-2015 and as chief judge from 2002-07. He is ABI’s president and sits on 
the 15-member expert panel for ABI’s newly created Commission on Consumer Bankruptcy. Judge 
Wedoff presided over the chapter 11 reorganization of United Air Lines, was a member of the Ad-
visory Committee on Bankruptcy Rules from 2004-14 and served as its chair after 2010. He was 
the president of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges from 2013-14 and also served as a 
member of the NCBJ’s Board of Governors, as its secretary, and as chair of its education commit-
tee. Judge Wedoff is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy, as well as a member of the 
National Bankruptcy Conference. He is the author of the chapter on professional employment in 
Queenan, Hendel and Hillinger, Chapter 11 Theory and Practice (LRP Publications 1994), has been 
an associate editor of the American Bankruptcy Law Journal and currently serves as a contributing 
editor of the Thomson Reuters Bankruptcy Law Letter. Judge Wedoff is a frequent lecturer and has 
served as a member of the Federal Judicial Center’s Committee on Bankruptcy Judge Education. In 
2016, he received the Judge William L. Norton Jr. Judicial Excellence Award; in 2009, he received the 
Lawrence P. King Award from the Commercial Law League; and in 1995, he received the Excellence 
in Education Award from the NCBJ. Judge Wedoff graduated from the college and law school of the 
University of Chicago.

Gregory W. Werkheiser is a partner with the Business Reorganization and Restructuring Group of 
Morris, Nichols, Arsht & Tunnell LLP in Wilmington, Del., where for the last 20 years he has repre-
sented distressed companies, fiduciaries, secured and unsecured lenders, trade creditors and acquirers 
in financial restructurings, bankruptcy proceedings, loan workouts, commercial disputes, cross-bor-
der cases, and bankruptcy and insolvency related litigation, with a particular emphasis on bankruptcy 
appellate litigation and bankruptcy-IP law matters. He has worked with clients from such diverse in-
dustries as steel, oil & gas, real estate, construction, pharmaceuticals, health care, fast-casual dining, 
professional sports, telecommunications, aerospace, retail, grocery, shipbuilding and repair, mining, 
financial services, entertainment and e-commerce. Mr. Werkheiser is consistently ranked by Cham-
bers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for Business as a leading bankruptcy/restructuring attorney. 
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He is a member of ABI, the American Bar Association, the Federal Bar Association, the Turnaround 
Management Association and the Delaware State Bar Association. Mr. Werkheiser is admitted to the 
Delaware and District of Columbia Bars, the U.S. District Court for the District of Delaware and the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit. He received his B.S. from Pennsylvania State University 
and his J.D. magna cum laude from the Delaware Law School of Widener University, where he was 
articles editor for the Delaware Journal of Corporate Law. Mr. Werkheiser clerked for Hon. Jane R. 
Roth of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit.

Deborah D. Williamson is a member of Dykema Cox Smith in San Antonio and has practiced in-
solvency and restructuring law for over 30 years. She is regularly called on by clients in a variety of 
industries for her bankruptcy experience and advice regarding counterparty risk. She also serves as 
one of the 19 members of ABI’s Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11. In 2011, Ms. Wil-
liamson received ABI’s Lifetime Achievement Award. She travels frequently around Texas, the U.S. 
and the world to address colleagues and clients regarding bankruptcy issues, and has been involved 
in representing parties in oil and gas restructurings and bankruptcies for more than 30 years. Ms. Wil-
liamson authored When Gushers Go Dry: The Essentials of Oil and Gas Bankruptcy, Second Edition 
(ABI 2016) and Bankruptcy Litigation Manual: What Civil Litigators Need to Know (ABI 2007). She 
is recognized as a leader in her field by Chambers USA and has been selected by Texas Super Law-
yers as one of the “Top 100 Lawyers,” one of the “Top 50 Women Lawyers in Texas” and one of the 
“Top 50 Lawyers in Central Texas” since the honor’s inception. Named one of The Best Lawyers in 
America for over two decades, she was recently included for a second time in Texas Lawyer’s Go-To 
Guide (published every five years) as one of the top five bankruptcy attorneys in the state of Texas. 
Ms. Williamson co-chaired the Bankruptcy and Insolvency Litigation Committee of the Litigation 
Section of the American Bar Association. Previously, she served as managing director of Cox Smith 
prior to its merger with Dykema, and was responsible for the firm’s business and client service strate-
gies. She is currently a member of Dykema’s executive board. Ms. Williamson is admitted to practice 
before the U.S. Supreme Court, the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the Fifth and Second Circuits, and 
the U.S. District Courts for the Northern, Southern, Western and Eastern Districts of Texas. She is 
Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by both the Texas Board of Legal Specialization and the 
American Board of Certification. Ms. Williamson received her B.A. in political science with honors 
from the University of Texas at El Paso in 1977 and her J.D. cum laude from the University of Hous-
ton Law Center in 1981.

Robert G. Wing is Of Counsel in Ray Quinney & Nebeker’s Bankruptcy Section in Salt Lake City. 
He prosecutes and defends commercial litigation matters and is experienced in disputes involving 
contracts, intellectual property and claims under ERISA. He has also represented plaintiff classes in 
several class action matters. Mr. Wing’s principal focus is serving as receiver or counsel to receivers. 
He has been appointed as receiver in SEC v. Capital Acquisitions, LLC, SEC v. 4NExchange, FTC 
v. Infusion Media, SEC v. Smart Assets and SEC v. VesCor Capital. He also has served as counsel 
to the receiver in SEC v. Merrill Scott and SEC v. Impact Cash. Mr. Wing was a co-founder and is a 
former president of the National Association of Federal Equity Receivers. He has been recognized in 
Chambers USA for litigation and maintains an AV-Preeminent rating with Martindale-Hubbell. In ad-
dition, he has been selected for inclusion in Mountain States Super Lawyers in the category of Busi-
ness Litigation and has been voted one of Utah’s “Legal Elite” in Utah Business magazine. Mr. Wing 
received his B.A. cum laude in 1981 from Pomona College and his J.D. in 1984 from the University 
of California - Berkeley Boalt Hall School of Law.
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Lawrence E. Young is a managing director with AlixPartners LLP in Dallas and has led multina-
tional companies through mergers, acquisitions, divestitures and restructuring crises. He has 25 years 
of experience in senior corporate management and has assisted companies around the world, includ-
ing in Europe, South America and the Middle East in a variety of roles, including CEO, CFO and 
CRO. Previously, Mr. Young was a senior manager with Deloitte and a financial analyst with Chrysler 
Corp. He received his B.A. in economics and computational math in 1984 from DePauw University 
and his M.B.A. in accounting and finance from the University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton School of 
Business.




