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Derek C. Abbott is a partner with Morris, Nichols, Arsht & Tunnell LLP in Wilmington, Del., and 
a member of its Business Reorganization & Restructuring Group. He has represented Fortune 1000, 
local, international and other organizations as lead or Delaware counsel in bankruptcy proceedings 
and litigation on behalf of debtors, creditors, official and ad hoc committees and transactional case 
constituents. Mr. Abbott regularly works with outside and inside counsel, turnaround profession-
als, crisis-management firms, investment and noninvestment bank professionals, and DIP and exit-
financing lenders. His recent client representations include Nortel Networks, Overseas Shiphold-
ing Group, Delta Petroleum, Johnson Controls, AT&T, FKF Madison Group Owner, LLC, Lillian 
Vernon Corp., Hancock Fabrics, Hollinger, Inc. and Nobex Corp. Mr. Abbott has been recognized 
by Chambers USA, The Best Lawyers in America, Law & Politics magazine and Delaware Super 
Lawyers. In 2011, he received the Caleb R. Layton III Service Award, presented by the judges of 
the U.S. District and Bankruptcy Courts for the District of Delaware Mr. Abbott is a member of the 
American and Delaware State Bar Associations, Turnaround Management Association and ABI, 
and is a frequent speaker. He also serves as legal counsel for a variety of indigent clients through 
Delaware Volunteer Legal Services. Mr. Abbott received his B.S. in human factors psychology in 
1987 from the U.S. Military Academy and his J.D. with honors from the University of North Caro-
lina School of Law in 1995, where he was an editor of the North Carolina Law Review.

T. Scott Avila is the Chief Executive Officer of Armory Strategic Partners in Los Angeles. He has 
more than 25 years of management and consulting experience advising financially and operation-
ally distressed companies through complex organizational change. He has led a wide range of 
restructuring projects and has assumed interim senior executive positions for companies in a wide 
variety of industries. Prior to joining Armory, Mr. Avila was a principal in Deloitte’s Corporate Re-
structuring Group and a managing partner at CRG Partners Group prior to the sale of CRG to De-
loitte in 2012. He received his B.B.A. from California State University at Hayward and his M.B.A. 
from the University of Southern California.

Corinne Ball is a partner with Jones Day in New York and has 30 years of experience in business 
finance and restructuring, with a focus on complex corporate reorganizations and distressed acqui-
sitions, both court-supervised and extra judicial, including matters involving multijurisdictional 
and cross-border enterprises. She is co-head of the New York Office’s Business Restructuring & 
Reorganization Practice and leads the firm’s European Distress Investing Initiative. Ms. Ball led a 
team of attorneys representing Chrysler LLC in connection with its successful chapter 11 reorga-
nization, which won the Investment Dealers’ Digest Deal of the Year award for 2009. She also led 
a team of attorneys in the successful restructuring of Dana Corp., which emerged from bankruptcy 
in 2008, and has orchestrated many other complex reorganizations involving companies such as 
Axcelis Technologies, Kaiser Aluminum, Oceans Casino Cruise Lines, Tarragon and The Williams 
Communications Cos. In addition, she has counseled lenders and bondholders in the ABFS, Com-
disco, Excite@Home, Exide SA, GST Communications, Iridium, Loews, NorthPoint Communica-
tions, Telergy, VARIG Airlines, and Worldcom restructurings, among others. Ms. Ball  has advised 
on loans, acquisitions and workouts involving professional sports franchises, including the Char-
lotte Bobcats, the Detroit Redwings, the Minnesota Wild, the New Jersey Devils and the Phoenix 
Coyotes. She also leads the firm’s distressed M&A efforts and is the featured “Distress M&A” 
columnist for the New York Law Journal. Ms. Ball won the Turnaround Management Association’s 
“International Turnaround Company of the Year” award, and was named “Dealmaker of the Year” 
by The American Lawyer and one of “The Decade’s Most Influential Lawyers” by The National 
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Law Journal. She is a director of the American College of Bankruptcy and ABI. Ms. Ball received 
her B.A. cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa in 1975 from Williams College and her J.D. in 1978 with 
honors from George Washington University.

Jasmine Ball is a corporate partner and member of Debevoise & Plimpton LLP’s Business Re-
structuring & Workouts Group in New York and regularly represents debtors, investors, creditors 
and other parties in distressed mergers & acquisitions, workouts, debt and equity financing and 
refinancing, complex restructurings and chapter 11 bankruptcy proceedings. She is also a mem-
ber of the firm’s Diversity Committee and is active in various Asian legal associations, including 
Asian American Legal Defense and Education Fund and Asian American Bar Association activities. 
Ms. Ball is recognized by The Legal 500 US for 2014-15, and has been named a 2015 recipient 
of the “Outstanding 50 Asian Americans in Business” award. She has also been recognized as an 
“Outstanding Young Restructuring Lawyer” in 2013 by Turnarounds & Workouts and has received 
Turnaround Management Association’s 2014 Transaction of the Year: Mega Company Award. Ms. 
Ball is an author of the Collier Business Workout Guide (Matthew Bender 2014) and a contributing 
author to the Collier Guide to Chapter 11: Key Topics and Selected Industries (Matthew Bender 
2014). A frequent speaker, she has presented at the American Bar Association, the Practising Law 
Institute, the American College of Investment Counsel and the Association of the Bar of the City 
of New York. Ms. Ball is a member of the Bar of the State of New York and is admitted to practice 
before the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York. She co-chairs the International 
Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation’s (IWIRC) New York Chapter board and is a 
member of the International Bar Association, the American Bar Association, the New York State 
Bar Association and the Association of the Bar of the City of New York. Ms. Ball received her B.S. 
in civil engineering and operations research in 1996 from Princeton University, with a certificate in 
engineering and management systems, and her J.D. in 1999 from the University of Michigan Law 
School, where she was an executive editor of its Journal of International Law.

Carolyn A. Bankowski is the chapter 13 trustee for the Eastern Division of Massachusetts in Bos-
ton, appointed on Aug. 6, 2006. Prior to her appointment, she was an attorney at Deutsch Williams 
Brooks DeRensis & Holland, P.C., where she concentrated her practice in the areas of insolvency 
and bankruptcy law. In 2004, Ms. Bankowski was appointed to the panel of chapter 7 trustees in 
Massachusetts and served as a chapter 7 trustee until her appointment as chapter 13 trustee in 2006. 
She is a frequent lecturer on bankruptcy law and has participated in seminars for ABI, Boston 
Bar Association, Massachusetts Continuing Legal Education, the National Association of Chapter 
Thirteen Trustees, the National Business Institute and the Lorman Institute. Ms. Bankowski has 
authored many insolvency-related publications including “The Traps of Entrusting Your Assets to 
a Trust,” published by ABI (2001), and “The Keys To Understanding Chapter 13 Bankruptcies,” 
published in MCLE’s 1999 edition of Chapter 7 And 13 Bankruptcy Filings. She received her B.S. 
magna cum laude in 1990 from Emerson College and her J.D. cum laude in 1995 from Suffolk 
University Law School.

Hon. Martin R. Barash is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Central District of California in Wood-
land Hills, sworn in on March 26, 2015. He brings more than 20 years of legal experience to the 
bench. Prior to his appointment, Judge Barash had served as a partner at Klee, Tuchin, Bogdanoff & 
Stern LLP in Los Angeles since 2001, where he counseled parties in chapter 11 cases and litigated 
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chapter 7 and chapter 11 bankruptcy cases. Following law school, he clerked for Judge Procter R. 
Hug, Jr. of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit from 1992-93. Judge Barash is a member 
of ABI’s Board of Directors and of the board of directors for the Los Angeles Bankruptcy Forum. 
He has participated as a panelist for these and other legal education organizations, and has served 
as a guest lecturer at the UCLA School of Law and as an adjunct professor of business law at the 
California State University at Northridge. Judge Barash has been involved in the local legal com-
munity as a pro bono attorney with the Public Counsel Chapter 7 Reaffirmation Hearing Clinic, 
and has been a volunteer judge for a course on negotiating and confirming chapter 11 plans at the 
UCLA School of Law and with UCLA’s Mock Trial Competition. He currently serves as a director 
of the Junior Statesmen Foundation, a national, nonpartisan organization sponsoring civics educa-
tion programs for high school students. Judge Barash received his A.B. magna cum laude in 1989 
from Princeton University and his J.D. in 1992 from the UCLA School of Law, where he served as 
member, editor, business manager and symposium editor of the UCLA Law Review.

Alane A. Becket is a managing partner at Malvern, Pa.-based Becket & Lee LLP, a Women’s Busi-
ness Enterprise, as certified by the Women’s Business Enterprise National Council, that provides 
comprehensive nationwide representation of creditors in bankruptcy matters. She is also ABI’s Vice 
President-Publications. AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell, Ms. Becket specializes in litigation strategy, 
and has been lead or co-counsel in some of the most successful and influential decisions in consumer 
bankruptcy over the last 10 years. She is admitted to practice in Pennsylvania and New Jersey, and 
has represented creditors and debt purchasers in commercial and bankruptcy matters and Fair Debt 
Collection Practices Act (FDCPA) defense. She is a member of the National Association of Retail 
Collection Attorneys (NARCA), the National Association of Chapter Thirteen Trustees (NACTT) and 
the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees (NABT). Ms. Becket served on the editorial board of 
ABI’s Consumer Bankruptcy website and is a past co-chair of ABI’s Consumer Bankruptcy Commit-
tee. A frequent lecturer, she also co-authored Consumer Bankruptcy: Fundamentals of Chapter 7 and 
Chapter 13, Third Edition (ABI, 2011) and edited the 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2015 editions of the book 
series Best of ABI: The Year in Consumer Bankruptcy. Ms. Becket graduated from Pennsylvania State 
University and received her J.D. from Widener University School of Law.

Charles A. Beckham Jr. is a partner with Haynes and Boone, LLP in Houston and has more than 30 
years of experience helping a broad spectrum of clients with bankruptcy and insolvency problems. 
He has handled a variety of transactions including his representations of Houston Regional Sports 
Network, LP in its chapter 11 proceeding in Houston, and of Credit Suisse as the agent for the DIP 
lenders in the ATP Oil and Gas Corp. chapter 11 in Houston. Some of Mr. Beckham’s former mat-
ters include his representation of Credit Agricole as the agent for the DIP lenders in the Trinity Coal 
Corp. chapter 11 in Lexington, Ky., and his representation of Grupo Mexico, the corporate parent 
of ASARCO, LLC in the successful confirmation of the parent’s reorganization plan in Corpus 
Christi, Texas. He also has represented numerous debtors and creditors in energy cases and in cases 
with cross-border bankruptcy and insolvency issues in Mexico. Previously, Mr. Beckham clerked 
for U.S. District Judge Halbert O. Woodward in Lubbock, Texas, following law school, then was a 
partner at Kemp, Smith, Duncan and Hammond, LLP in El Paso, Texas, for nearly 20 years before 
joining Haynes and Boone in 1999. He is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the Texas 
Board of Legal Specialization and the American Board of Certification, and he is the former chair 
of the State Bar of Texas Bankruptcy Law Exam Commission. In 2010, Mr. Beckham was named 
the 2010 St. Mary’s University School of Law Distinguished Graduate. He is a Fellow and the Fifth 
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Circuit former regent of the American College of Bankruptcy, former chair of the Bankruptcy Law 
Section of the State Bar of Texas, former president of the Moller/Foltz American Inn of Court and 
former co-chair of the United States-Mexico Bar Association. From 1991-92, he served as president 
of the 20,000-member Texas Young Lawyers Association. In 2012, Mr. Beckham was recognized as 
the “Go-To Lawyer for Bankruptcy in Texas” by Texas Lawyer. He is also listed in Chambers USA 
Guide to America’s Leading Business Lawyers and in The Best Lawyers in America. Mr. beckham 
received his B.B.A. from the University of Texas at Austin and his J.D. from St. Mary’s University 
School of Law.

Michael L. Bernstein is a partner in the Washington, D.C., office of Arnold & Porter LLP and 
chairs its national bankruptcy and corporate restructuring practice. He represents secured and unse-
cured creditors, committees, bondholders, investors, asset-purchasers, debtors and other parties in a 
wide variety of bankruptcy and corporate-restructuring matters and in related litigation throughout 
the United States. Mr. Bernstein is a co-author of ABI’s Bankruptcy in Practice, now in its Fifth 
Edition, and Chapter 11-101: The Nuts and Bolts of Chapter 11 Practice CD-Rom. A Fellow of the 
American College of Bankruptcy, he has written numerous articles, lectured on bankruptcy law 
topics and been interviewed by major newspapers and on television and radio. He has also testified 
before Congress as an independent expert on the status of collective bargaining agreements and re-
tiree and pension benefits in bankruptcy. Mr. Bernstein has been recognized as a leading bankruptcy 
lawyer by numerous publications, including The Best Lawyers in America, Chambers USA: Amer-
ica’s Leading Business Lawyers, The Legal 500 US: Corporate and Finance, Guide to the World’s 
Leading Insolvency and Restructuring Lawyers, Washington D.C. Super Lawyers, Washingtonian 
Magazine and Lawdragon 3000 Leading Lawyers in America. He received his A.B. from Brandeis 
University and his J.D. from Northwestern School of Law.

Dan Besikof is a partner with Loeb & Loeb LLP in New York and represents a wide variety of 
stakeholders in chapter 11 bankruptcy proceedings, corporate restructurings and liquidations, in-
cluding debtors, lenders, administrative and collateral agents, indenture trustees, lessors, lessees, 
licensors, licensees, trade creditors, committees, investors and chapter 7 and liquidating trustees. 
His practice also focuses on representing defendants in bankruptcy-related litigation, including 
avoidance actions. Mr. Besikof advises clients in commercial litigation matters and has represented 
lenders and agents in the negotiation and documentation of secured and unsecured credit facilities 
involving term loans, revolving lines of credit and letters of credit. Prior to joining Loeb & Loeb 
LLP, he was an associate at Luskin, Stern & Eisler LLP. Mr. Besikof has been named a “New 
York Metro Rising Star” in Bankruptcy & Creditor/Debtor Rights by Thomson Reuters (2011-15 
editions) and is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell. He is a member of the Turnaround 
Management Association, ABI, the Association of the Bar of the City of New York and the Barry 
L. Zaretsky Roundtable Steering Committee Mr. Besikof is admitted to the Bars of New York and 
Minnesota, and before the U.S. District Courts for the Southern and Eastern Districts of New York, 
as well as the U.S. Supreme Court. He received his B.S. in 2000 from the University of Wisconsin 
and his J.D. in 2004 from Brooklyn Law School, where he received the American Bankruptcy Law 
Journal Student Prize. Following law schoool, he was a judicial jntern for Hon. Elizabeth Stong of 
the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of New York.
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Bradford W. Botes is a principal of consumer bankruptcy firm Bond & Botes, P.C. in Birmingham, 
Ala., with offices also in Mississippi and Tennessee. Prior to commencing legal practice, he served 
one-year clerkships each with the U.S. Trustee for the Northern District of Alabama, Billy J. Rivers, 
and the U.S. District Judge for the Northern District of Alabama, Hon. E.B. Haltom, Jr. Mr. Botes 
is licensed to practice law in Alabama, Mississippi, Tennessee and Illinois. He is also admitted to 
practice before various U.S. District Courts, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit and 
the U.S. Supreme Court. Mr. Botes has been a member of the National Association of Consumer 
Bankruptcy Attorneys since its inception, and has served as a member of its board of directors and 
as its first full-time executive director. He is a frequent lecturer on various bankruptcy topics to lo-
cal and national gatherings of bankruptcy attorneys, trustees and judges. Mr. Botes received his B.S. 
in political science and business management from the University of North Alabama and his J.D. 
from Stamford University Cumberland School of Law.

C.R. “Chip” Bowles is a partner in the law firm of Bingham Greenebaum Doll LLP in Louisville, 
Ky., where he concentrates his practice in the areas of bankruptcy-distressed asset sales, profes-
sional compensation in bankruptcy cases, bankruptcy ethics, bankruptcy litigation on behalf of 
trustees and chapter 11 estates, environmental issues in bankruptcy cases, domestic-relations issues 
in bankruptcy proceedings, and debtor and creditor rights. Prior to serving as law clerk to Hon. 
Henry H. Dickinson, he was an associate with the law firm of Porter, Wright, Morris and Author in 
Cincinnati. Mr. Bowles is a past ABI director (2008-13), and served as vice chair of ABI’s National 
Ethics Task Force and as chair of its Fee and Retention subcommittee. He also co-chaired ABI’s 
Individual Chapter 11 Study and Professional Compensation Committee, and was co-editor of the 
ABI Journal’s Straight & Narrow ethics column. Mr. Bowles sits on the board of the American 
Board of Certification. He lectures and writes extensively on bankruptcy law and authored ABI’s 
book Getting Paid: Retention and Compensation in Bankruptcy Cases—A Guide for Non-Attorney 
Professionals and the Attorneys Who Represent Them, now in its Second Edition. He is also a past 
editor of The Broken Bench and Bar, the newsletter of the Kentucky Bar Association’s Bankruptcy 
Section. Mr. Bowles was recognized in The Best Lawyers in America from 2007-14 and Kentucky 
Super Lawyers from 2007-12. He received his B.A. magna cum laude from the University of Ken-
tucky and his J.D. magna cum laude from University of Kentucky College of Law.

Scott K. Brown is a partner with Lewis Roca Rothgerber Christie LLP in Phoenix, where he rep-
resents commercial, agricultural and private lenders, religious institutions, health care companies, 
and other businesses in a broad array of transactions and litigation. His experience includes both 
in-house and outside counsel roles in loan origination and documentation, regulatory compliance, 
advising religious institutions, litigation in state and federal court, receiverships and bankruptcies. 
Mr. Brown is a contributor to and co-founder of the ABI Journal’s humor column, “Chapter 8 Hu-
mor.” He received his J.D. in 2000 from Brigham Young University.

G. Eric Brunstad, Jr. is a partner with Dechert LLP in Hartford, Conn., and chairs the firm’s ap-
pellate practice group. He has argued 10 cases before the U.S. Supreme Court on bankruptcy, First 
Amendment, fee-shifting, taxation, Commerce Clause, statutory interpretation, jurisdiction and ar-
bitration, and has worked on more than 40 other Supreme Court matters, including matters involv-
ing bankruptcy, federal licensing, civil rights, procedure, insurance, sovereign immunity, pensions, 
energy contracts and defamation. He has also argued and briefed numerous cases in most of the 
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federal courts of appeals, including matters involving insurance, setoff, prepayment premiums, 
subrogation, and a variety of other commercial law and constitutional topics. In addition, he has 
argued two en banc bankruptcy matters in the Third and Eighth Circuits. In addition to his practice, 
Mr. Brunstad is an adjunct professor of law at New York University School of Law and a frequent 
visiting lecturer in law at Yale Law School, where he teaches courses on bankruptcy, argument and 
reason, federal jurisdiction, commercial transactions, secured transactions and international insol-
vency law. He began teaching at Yale in 1990, and has also taught at the Harvard Law School. Mr. 
Brunstad recently published a textbook entitled Secured Transactions, Teaching Materials. He has 
been recognized in Leading Lawyers in Appellate Law, The Best Lawyers in America, Connecti-
cut Super Lawyers, International Who’s Who of Insolvency & Restructuring Lawyers and Leading 
Lawyers in Bankruptcy Law. Mr. Brunstad has been recognized as a leading lawyer in numerous 
venues, including Leading Lawyer in Appellate Law, The Best Lawyers in America, Connecti-
cut Super Lawyers, International Who’s Who of Insolvency & Restructuring Lawyers and Leading 
Lawyer in Bankruptcy Law. His scholarly work has been cited or quoted by many courts, includ-
ing the U.S. Supreme Court. Mr. Brunstad received his B.A. magna cum laude from Connecticut 
College in 1983, his J.D. from the University of Michigan Law School in 1986, where he was an 
associate editor and contributing editor of the Michigan Law Review, and both his LL.M. in 2011 
and his J.S.D. in 2014 from Yale Law School.

Hon. Kevin J. Carey is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Delaware in Wilmington, first 
appointed in 2005 and serving as Chief Judge from 2008-11. He previously served as a U.S. bank-
ruptcy judge for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, beginning in 2001. Judge Carey began his 
legal career clerking for Hon. Thomas M. Twardowski, then served as clerk of court for the Eastern 
District of Pennsylvania. He is a member of the Committee on Space and Facilities of the Judicial 
Conference of the U.S., and sits on the Third Circuit Judicial Council’s Facilities and Security 
Committee. He is the immediate past global chairman of the Turnaround Management Association, 
and is a member of ABI’s Board of Directors and the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges. 
Judge Carey is a part-time adjunct professor at Temple University’s Beasley School of Law and 
St. John’s University’s LL.M. in Bankruptcy program, and is a contributing author to the Collier 
Forms Manual and Collier on Bankruptcy. He received his B.A. in 1976 from Pennsylvania State 
University and his J.D. in 1979 from Villanova University School of Law.

Patricia Casimates is the vice president of Market Operations for FINRA Transparency Services 
in Washington, D.C. Her responsibilities include FINRA’s TRACE, Alternative Display Facility 
(ADF) and the OTC trade reporting facility. In addition, she also manages OTC corporate action 
and dividend announcements. Previously, Ms. Casimates was a deputy director in FINRA’s Market 
Regulation Department, overseeing surveillance for trade reporting, order handling, best execution 
and FIPS (Fixed Income Pricing System) as well as the real-time surveillance area, handling back-
ing-away complaints as well as locked/crossed market issues. Additionally, she worked in FINRA’s 
Enforcement Department. Ms. Casimates received her B.B.A. in finance from Adelphi University 
and her M.B.A. in finance from Loyola College.

Hon. Thomas J. Catliota is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Maryland in Greenbelt. 
Prior to his appointment in 2006, he was a partner in the firm of Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman 
and a member of its insolvency group, where he chaired its bankruptcy and insolvency practice for 
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seven years, representing debtors, creditors and committees in bankruptcy courts across the country 
and focusing on all aspects of insolvency law, particularly in the real estate, health care, trucking, 
technology and food services industries. Judge Catliota lectures frequently on many bankruptcy 
topics, including landlord/tenant rights in bankruptcy, the acquisition of assets from a bankruptcy 
estate and the law of letters of credit in bankruptcy. From 1993-96, he was the co-editor of The 
Fourth Circuit and District of Columbia Bankruptcy Court Reporter, which contained the full text, 
synopses and summaries of bankruptcy court opinions published in the federal courts of the Fourth 
Circuit and the District of Columbia Circuit. Judge Catliota received his B.S. from Marquette Uni-
versity in 1977, his J.D. from Catholic University of America Columbus School of Law in 1983, 
where he was the recipient of the Faculty Award, among other academic awards, and his LL.M. in 
taxation from Georgetown University Law Center in 1985.

B. Summer Chandler practices with The Chandler Law Firm, LLC in Panama City Beach, Fla., 
and focuses her practice on real estate-related litigation and transactions, all variety of business 
law matters, and on business workouts and reorganizations, both in and out of bankruptcy court. 
Her practice has included work in every phase of real estate financing transactions — including 
acquisition and construction, workouts and restructurings, and defaults and enforcement — and 
on other business transactions and disputes. She has experience in both lending and restructuring 
matters across a broad range of commercial real estate asset classes, including hotel, multifamily, 
shopping center, and golf course/single-family residential developments. Ms. Chandler frequently 
writes and lectures on issues relevant to her practice and is also engaged in a number of professional 
organizations, including ABI, the Commercial Real Estate Finance Council, the Commercial Real 
Estate Women’s Network, the International Women’s Insolvency and Restructuring Confederation 
(IWIRC) and the Turnaround Management Association. She is admitted to practice in both Florida 
and Georgia and also co-founded the Bankruptcy Assistance & Practice Program (BAPP), a pro 
bono bankruptcy clinic at Georgia State University College of Law, where she serves as an adjunct 
professor of law. Ms. Chandler received her undergraduate degree from the University of North 
Carolina at Asheville and her J.D. from the University of Michigan Law School.

Gregory A. Charleston, CTP, CPA, CFA is a senior managing director in Conway MacKenzie’s 
Atlanta office. He is a senior turnaround and restructuring executive with years of experience lead-
ing and rebuilding underperforming companies as CEO, financial advisor and CRO. He also serves 
as financial advisor to secured lenders, unsecured creditors and other stakeholders. Mr. Charles-
ton is a member of the Turnaround Management Association, ABI, American Institute of Certified 
Public Accountants and the CFA Institute. He is also past president of the Atlanta chapter of the 
Turnaround Management Association. Mr. Charleston received his B.B.A. and M.BA. from the 
University of Michigan.

Joshua W. Cohen is a partner with Day Pitney LLP in New Haven, Conn., and chairs the firm’s 
Bankruptcy and Restructuring Practice Group. He has a national practice handling bankruptcy, 
creditors’ rights, real estate, lender liability, commercial contract, fraud and business tort cases, 
receiverships, workouts, and distressed business and asset transactions. Mr. Cohen has extensive 
experience handling complex chapter 11 cases and regularly represents secured and unsecured 
creditors, creditors’ committees, buyers and sellers of assets, trustees and receivers in bankruptcy 
cases, receivership cases and out-of-court workouts and restructurings. He is admitted to practice in 
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Connecticut, New York, and the U.S. District Courts for the District of Connecticut, the Southern 
District of New York and the Northern District of Illinois. Mr. Cohen is a member of ABI, the Con-
necticut Bar Association’s Commercial Law and Bankruptcy Section, the American Bar Associa-
tion, and the Connecticut Chapter of the Turnaround Management Association (for which he serves 
on its board of directors and is vice president of programming). He is Board Certified in Business 
Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification and has been listed as a Connecticut Super 
Lawyer for 2008, 2010 and 2013-15. Mr. Cohen received his B.A. in 1990 from the University of 
Pennsylvania and his J.D. magna cum laude in 1994 from the Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law, 
where he was a member of the Moot Court Honor Society and editor of its law review.

Hon. Melanie L. Cyganowski (ret.) is a partner with Otterbourg P.C. in New York and chairs its 
Insolvency Litigation Services, ADR and Fiduciary Appointments practice. She is also an active 
mediator, having mediated bankruptcy and federal cases nationwide. Ms. Cyganowski’s most re-
cent fiduciary appointments include CRO and temporary operator of Brooklyn’s Interfaith Medical 
Center. Among her other representations, she represents the FDIC as receiver in a pending bank-
ruptcy; has served as the auditor in connection with a consent judgment in a national matter; and is 
an arbitrator/mediator in numerous disputes, including Madoff, Quebecor and Metaldyne. She has 
also opined as an expert on U.S. bankruptcy law in such cross-border cases such as SphinX, Fair-
field Sentry and Vitro. Her representations include serving on the plaintiffs’ executive committee in 
the GM ignition switch litigation, representing a Michigan state agency in the Delphi litigation, and 
the FDIC as receiver in various bankruptcy litigations. Prior to joining the firm, Ms. Cyganowski 
served as chief judge of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of New York, appointed 
to the bench on March 1, 1993, and subsequently appointed as chief judge on Nov. 29, 2005. She 
previously served as law clerk to Hon. Charles L. Brieant of the U.S. District Court of the Southern 
District of New York before joining Sullivan & Cromwell as an associate in the firm’s litigation 
department. She then served as a senior attorney in the litigation department at Milbank, Tweed, 
Hadley & McCloy. In 2014, Ms. Cyganowski was inducted as a Fellow into the American College 
of Bankruptcy and is also a Fellow of the American and New York State Bar Foundations, as well 
as an adjunct professor of law at St. John’s University School of Law. Ms. Cyganowski received her 
J.D. magna cum laude from the State University of New York at Buffalo School of Law in 1981.

Mark Desgrosseilliers is a partner with Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, LLP in Wilmington, 
Del., where he focuses his practice in the areas of Bankruptcy and Corporate Restructuring. His 
experience includes representing public and nonpublic debtor corporations, debtor-in-possession 
lenders, secured and unsecured creditors, vendors and asset-purchasers in bankruptcy and corporate 
restructuring matters. Immediately prior to joining Womble Carlyle, Mr. Desgrosseilliers was in-
strumental in developing active restructuring and debtor practices, where he was critical in prepar-
ing debtors for bankruptcy filing and first-day, possession financing and sale hearings. He was also 
previously corporate restructuring counsel at a large global firm, where he represented public and 
nonpublic corporations before the U.S. Bankruptcy and District Courts for the District of Delaware. 
He also represented clients before the Eastern District of Michigan, the U.S. Bankruptcy Court 
for the Southern District of New York and the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of 
Texas. His significant nondebtor representations included work on behalf of lenders, secured credi-
tors, unsecured creditors, vendors and asset-purchasers in bankruptcy cases. Mr. Desgrosseilliers 
is knowledgeable in numerous issues in connection with debtor representation, including post-
petition lien requests, equitable subordination, environmental issues, director and officer liability, 
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deepening insolvency, the doctrine of necessity and recharacterization of loans as equity. He re-
ceived his B.A. in 1994 in English and biology from Johns Hopkins University and his J.D. in 1999 
with honors from the University of Maryland School of Law.

Paul H. Deutch is executive managing director of Rust Omni in New York. He has been with the 
firm since 2009 and manages the firm’s New York office. Mr. Deutch works closely with clients to 
ensure that they receive high-quality services tailored to their unique needs. Following a clerkship 
with Hon. Conrad B. Duberstein, Chief Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of New York, he 
embarked on a 14-year legal career focusing on all aspects of reorganization and liquidation pro-
ceedings, including the representation of debtors, creditors, asset-purchasers and lenders in many 
large and complex chapter 11 cases including Lehman Brothers, Calpine Energy, Integrated Health 
Services, Inc., M. Fabrikant & Sons, Inc., Ameripol Synpol Corp., Charter Communications, Inc., 
Mirant Corp., Caldor Corp., eLot, Inc., Enron Corp., Star Diamond, AT&T Latin America and Colt 
Mercantile. Mr. Deutch received his undergraduate degree from Syracuse University and his J.D. 
from St. John’s University School of Law.

Douglas E. Deutsch is a partner with Chadbourne & Parke LLP in New York in the firm’s bank-
ruptcy and financial restructuring department, where his practice focuses primarily on creditor and 
committee work. He is a regular speaker and writer on bankruptcy law topics and is recommended 
for corporate restructuring in The Legal 500. Mr. Deutsch currently serves as ABI’s Vice President-
Education. He previously co-chaired the ABI/FCBA Conference, the ABI/Bloomberg Distressed 
Lending Conference and ABI’s Mid-Level Professional Development Program. Mr. Deutsch re-
ceived his B.S. from Drew University and his J.D. from St. John’s University School of Law, where 
he was editor-in-chief of the ABI Law Review. After graduation, he clerked for the Western District 
of Texas and then worked as an associate at a Texas law firm. He subsequently returned to St. John’s 
to obtain his LL.M. and was awarded the first American Bankruptcy Institute Scholarship.

C. Edward Dobbs is a senior partner in the Atlanta office of Parker Hudson Rainer & Dobbs LLP 
and has practiced law for more than 41 years. He has focused his practice on documenting commer-
cial loan transactions, representing creditors and debtors in debt restructurings and chapter 11 bank-
ruptcy cases, and serving as a neutral in arbitrations and mediations. In addition, he has litigated 
civil cases in both state and federal courts, including in bankruptcy courts throughout the southeast 
as well as in Delaware, New York, Michigan, Texas and Oklahoma. Mr. Dobbs is a Fellow in the 
American College of Commercial Finance Attorneys, the American College of Bankruptcy, the 
American Bar Foundation, and the Georgia Bar Foundation; is the 2012 recipient of the Atlanta  
Bar Association’s David W. Pollard Award for lifetime achievement in the field of bankruptcy; and 
is a Master of the Bench in the Georgia Bankruptcy American Inn of Court. He is the author of two 
legal treatises and numerous law review articles, and has lectured widely. Mr. Dobbs has served as 
a neutral in arbitrations and mediations for over 22 years in a range of complex commercial matters, 
including disputes under Articles 2 and 9 of the Uniform Commercial Code, breach-of-contract 
claims, accounting and auditor malpractice cases, intellectual property disputes, real estate invest-
ment controversies, disputes under partnership and investment banking agreements, lender-liability 
matters, inter-bank claims, and various controversies involving conversion, fraud and breach of 
fiduciary duty. He is on the roster of neutrals of the American Arbitration Association. Mr. Dobbs 
is a frequent lecturer on negotiation and mediation, has served as a faculty member for the past five 
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years at the ABI/St. John’s University Law School 40-Hour Mediation Program, and is the author 
of a forthcoming treatise on negotiation and settlement of commercial disputes. He has been listed 
in The Best Lawyers in America each year since 1983 as a leading attorney in banking and finance, 
bankruptcy, and reorganization law, and since 2008 as a leading attorney in arbitration and media-
tion. He has also been listed in Chambers & Partners in both finance and insolvency since 2003. 
Mr. Dobbs received his A.B. in 1971 from Davidson College and hi J.D. in 1974 from Vanderbilt 
University Law School, where he was articles editor of the Vanderbilt Law Review and graduated 
Order of the Coif.

Hon. Dennis R. Dow is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Missouri in Kansas 
City, appointed on Nov. 10, 2003, by the Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals. Prior to taking the bench, 
he was a partner with the firm of Shook, Hardy & Bacon LLP, where he represented trustees in 
chapter 7 cases involving significant assets, individual and corporate debtors in proceedings under 
chapters 7 and 11, and secured, unsecured and priority creditors and lessors in chapter 7, 11, 12 and 
13 cases, and had been listed in The Best Lawyers in America in the area of bankruptcy law every 
year since 1995. He also tried numerous adversary proceedings and contested matters, including 
preference actions, objections to discharge, dischargeability complaints and objections to confirma-
tion of chapter 11 plans. Judge Dow is a pro tem member of the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel. He 
also serves on the Judicial Conference Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy Rules and chairs its 
subcommittee on forms. Judge Dow is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, inducted in 
March 2013, and was selected in November 2014 to become a conferee of the National Bankruptcy 
Conference. He is a member of the Board of Governors of the National Conference of Bankruptcy 
Judges and serves as a member of the faculty of the Advanced Consumer Bankruptcy Practice In-
stitute. Judge Dow is a member of the Missouri and Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Associations, 
and serves as ABI’s Secretary. He received his B.A. with honors from the University of Wyoming 
and his J.D. from Washburn University School of Law, where he was notes editor of the Washburn 
Law Journal.

Hon. Robert D. Drain is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of New York in White 
Plains. Since his appointment, he has presided over such chapter 11 cases as Loral, RCN, Cor-
nerstone, Refco, Allegiance Telecom, Delphi, Coudert Brothers, Frontier Airlines, Star Tribune, 
Reader’s Digest, A&P, Hostess Brands, Christian Brothers and Momentive. He also has presided 
over the ancillary or plenary cases of Corporacion Durango, Satellites Mexicanas, Parmalat S.p.A. 
and its affiliated U.S. debtors, Varig S.A., Yukos (II), SphinX, Galvex Steel, TBS Shipping, Excel 
Maritime and Nautilus, and has served as the court-appointed mediator in a number of chapter 11 
cases. Prior to his appointment to the bench in May 2002, Judge Drain was a partner in the bank-
ruptcy department of Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison, where he represented debtors, 
trustees, secured and unsecured creditors, official and unofficial creditors’ committees, and buyers 
of distressed businesses and distressed debt in chapter 11 cases, out-of-court restructurings and 
bankruptcy-related litigation. He was also actively involved in several transnational insolvency 
matters. Judge Drain is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and a member of ABI, 
the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and the International Insolvency Institute, and he is 
a past member and secretary of the Bankruptcy and Reorganization Committee of the Association 
of the Bar of the City of New York. An adjunct professor at St. John’s University School of Law’s 
LL.M. in Bankruptcy program, he has lectured and written on numerous bankruptcy-related topics 
and is the author of a novel, The Great Work in the United States of America. Judge Drain received 
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his B.A. cum laude from Yale University and his J.D. from Columbia University School of Law, 
where he was a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar for three years.

Van C. Durrer, II is a partner with Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP in Los Ange-
les, where he leads the firm’s Corporate Restructuring Practice for the western U.S. and around 
the Pacific Rim. He represents public and private companies, major secured creditors, official 
and unofficial committees of unsecured creditors, investors and asset-purchasers in troubled-
company M&As, and financings and restructuring transactions, including out-of-court workouts 
and formal insolvency proceedings. Mr. Durrer consistently has been named as a leading lawyer 
by Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for Business. He is included in Legal Media 
Group’s Guide to the World’s Leading Insolvency and Restructuring Lawyers, The Best Lawyers 
in America, Law Business Research’s Who’s Who Legal: Insolvency & Restructuring 2014, PLC’s 
Restructuring and Insolvency multijurisdictional guide, and appeared twice on Turnarounds & 
Workouts’ list of “Outstanding Young Bankruptcy Lawyers.” Mr. Durrer has moderated panels 
and participated as a guest speaker for the Association of Insolvency & Restructuring Advisors, 
Turnaround Management Association, ABI, Los Angeles Bankruptcy Forum, Practising Law In-
stitute and other organizations globally. He is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by 
the American Board of Certification. Mr. Durrer received his B.A. in 1990 from Johns Hopkins 
University and his J.D. from the University of Maryland School of Law in 1993.

Robert L. Eisenbach, III is a partner in charge of the San Francisco Office of Cooley LLP’s 
Bankruptcy & Restructuring practice group, which he joined in 1986. He focuses his practice on 
restructuring, bankruptcy, distressed M&A and litigation, regularly guides companies and their 
boards of directors through chapter 11, out-of-court restructurings and recapitalizations, and helps 
private-equity and company clients navigate distressed M&A transactions. Mr. Eisenbach repre-
sents unsecured creditors’ committees in chapter 11 cases in a range of industries, and has expertise 
in chapter 15 cross-border bankruptcy cases. He has also litigated a wide variety of bankruptcy and 
non-bankruptcy disputes. Mr. Eisenbach speaks frequently on the interplay between bankruptcy 
and intellectual property law, as well as other bankruptcy topics, and has testified before ABI’s 
Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11 on intellectual property licenses, their treatment 
in bankruptcy cases, and potential reforms to address several key issues. He has also served as 
vice chair of the Subcommittee on Technology-Oriented Bankruptcies of the Business Bankruptcy 
Committee of the American Bar Association’s Business Law Section. Mr. Eisenbach publishes In 
The (Red)®: The Business Bankruptcy Blog to help CEOs, CFOs, boards of directors, credit profes-
sionals, in-house counsel and others stay informed about important business bankruptcy issues and 
developments. He received his J.D. from the University of Virginia School of Law, where he was a 
member of the Order of the Coif, and his B.A. summa cum laude in political science and economics 
from Louisiana State University. Upon graduation from LSU, he was awarded the University Medal 
for Highest Academic Achievement and received a Phi Kappa Phi National Graduate Fellowship.

Hon. Michael A. Fagone is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Maine in Portland, ap-
pointed in April 2015. Previously, he was co-chair of Bernstein Shur’s Business Restructuring and 
Insolvency Practice Group in Portland, where he specialized in bankruptcy and insolvency law. 
While practicing law, he was recognized in The Best Lawyers in America and by Chambers USA 
as one of the top bankruptcy lawyers in Maine. Judge Fagone is Board Certified in Business Bank-
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ruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification and serves on ABI’s Board of Directors. He 
received his B.A. from Amherst College in 1993 and his J.D. summa cum laude from the University 
of Maine School of Law in 1997.

Robert J. Feinstein is thye managing partner of the New York office of Pachulski Stang Ziehl & 
Jones LLP, which he opened in 2011. He represents debtors, creditors’ committees, equity commit-
tees, acquirers and examiners in business reorganizations and related litigation. He also has expe-
rience representing debtors, foreign representatives and other case constituencies in cross-border 
insolvency cases. Mr. Feinstein’s recent engagements include lead counsel to the official creditors’ 
committees in the A&P, AMF Bowling Worldwide, Circuit City Stores, ERG Resources, Flying J, 
Freedom Communications, Haggen Holdings, Jevic Transportation, Reddy Ice and Wet Seal chap-
ter 11 cases; conflicts counsel to the creditors’ committees appointed in the ResCap and Chrysler 
LLC cases, and the ad hoc committee of major motion picture studios in the Blockbuster chapter 11 
case. On the debtor side, he represents Digital Domain Media Group, and represented boxer Mike 
Tyson and General Media, Inc., publisher of Penthouse magazine, in their chapter 11 cases. He is 
also an adjunct professor of law in the St. Johns University LL.M. Program and frequently writes 
and lectures on bankruptcy topics. Mr. Feinstein received his B.A. from Lafayette College and his 
J.D. magna cum laude from Boston University School of Law.

Peter F. Finkel is a vice president with Wilmington Trust in Minneapolis and a relationship manag-
er in its Default/Bankruptcy group, where he is responsible for administering a portfolio of default/
bankruptcy accounts. Recently, he served on the unsecured creditors’ committees in the bankrupt-
cies of Quicksilver Resources, Inc., Samson Investment Co., Swift Energy Co., NII International 
Telecom, Cengage Learning, Residential Capital, THQ, Capitol Bancorp and Hawker Beechcraft. 
He also recently represented bondholders in such secured transactions as Alpha Natural Resources, 
Green Field Energy Services, K-V Pharmaceutical, FriendFinder Networks and Reader’s Digest. 
Mr. Finkel has more than 15 years of corporate trust experience and over two decades of experience 
in the capital markets, serving in a variety of capacities including product manager, relationship 
manager, compliance manager and investment banking associate. Prior to joining Wilmington Trust 
in 2008, he was a vice president and manager of the Restructuring Services Group in the Corporate 
Trust Services division of Wells Fargo Bank N.A. Mr. Finkel has overseen the administration of 
services related to the merger of Ceridian Corp. with Thomas H. Lee Partners, the acquisition of 
Midwest Air Group by TPG Capital, the restructuring of Advanced Glassfiber Yarns and its sub-
sequent acquisition by affiliates of Kohlberg & Co., and the liquidating trusts established for Pan 
American World Airways, Antioch Company, LLC, LyondellBasell and Safety-Kleen Corp. Mr. 
Finkel received his bachelor’s degree in finance from the University of Minnesota’s Carlson School 
of Management and his M.B.A. in finance from the University of St. Thomas.

J. Mark Fisher is a partner and deputy head of the Restructuring, Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights 
practice and a member of the Finance practice of Schiff Hardin LLP in Chicago, and has focused 
his practice on representing secured creditors during the last 35 years. He has represented parties in 
transactions, bankruptcies and other litigation throughout the country, and has prevailed in the Third, 
Seventh and Eighth Circuits (en banc) Courts of Appeals on issues important to secured creditors 
and landlords. Mr. Fisher is a Fellow of the American College of Commercial Finance Lawyers and 
the American Bar Foundation, and is a member of the ABA Business Bankruptcy and Commercial 
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Financial Services Committees, ABI and INSOL. He is the author of Illinois Secured Transactions 
Under Revised Article 9 of the Uniform Commercial Code: Forms and Practice Manual and is a 
frequent speaker on bankruptcy and secured financing matters. Mr. Fisher has received achieve-
ment awards for distinguished achievement from the Illinois Bankers’ Association, the Commercial 
Finance Association and the Center for Public Resources. He has also been recognized as a leading 
practitioner by Chambers USA – America’s Leading Lawyers for Business, Martindale-Hubbell, 
Corporate Legal Times, The Best Lawyers in America and Illinois Super Lawyers (Bankruptcy: 
Business; Business Litigation; Banking). Mr. Fisher received his B.A. magna cum laude from Yale 
University and with distinction in economics, and his J.D. from the University of Virginia, where he 
was a member of the Order of the Coif and was on the editorial board of the Virginia Law Review.

O. Max Gardner is a consumer bankruptcy attorney with Max Gardner Law PLLC in Shelby, 
N.C., and his work against predatory lenders and mortgage servicers has been featured in “ABC 
Nightline News,” CNN, BusinessWeek, The New York Times, The Washington Post and many other 
news outlets across the country. He has been the lead attorney of record in many landmark cases, 
and for the past three years, through his Bankruptcy Bootcamp, he has been training consumer 
attorneys from across the country on dealing with lenders, creditors, mortgage servicers and col-
lectors who profit from unethical practices and illegal fees. Previously, Mr. Gardner was a senior 
law clerk to Hon. William H. Bobbitt, the late Chief Justice of the North Carolina Supreme Court, 
and to Hon. William Copeland, an Associate Justice of that court. During his work with Justice 
Copeland, he also worked closely with Chief Justice Susie Sharp, the first female Chief Justice of 
any state Supreme Court. Following his clerkships, Mr. Gardner worked for three years with the 
Smith Moore law firm in Greensboro, N.C., then managed a law practice in Shelby, which opened 
in 1977. He was also Of Counsel to the Washington, D.C., law firm of Sims Walker & Steinfeld 
from 1992-96. During his Washington years, he worked on thousands of cases involving the Federal 
Trade Commission, the Interstate Commerce Commission and the Bankruptcy Code. Mr. Gardner 
received his undergraduate degree from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 1969 
and his J.D. with high honors from the UNC School of Law in 1974, where he was a member of the 
North Carolina Law Review, president of the Student Bar Foundation, named the Outstanding Law 
School Graduate of 1974 and elected to the Order of the Coif.

Amy R. Gavin is impact manager at Gavin/Solmonese LLC in Wilmington, Del., and is responsi-
ble for Gavin/Solmonese’s Impact Programs, including overall brand management and the planning 
and budgeting for marketing initiatives involving events, public relations, social media, conferenc-
es and industry sponsorships. She also leads the firm’s philanthropic platform, G/S IMPACT, which 
utilizes the organization’s human, material, and monetary resources to support numerous nonprofit 
organizations in the U.S. Ms. Gavin is a member of ABI and the International Women’s Insolvency 
& Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC), for which she is a Delaware Network board member and 
membership chair. She received her B.A. in writing and literature and elementary education from 
State University of New York.

Edward T. Gavin, CTP is a managing director and founding partner of Gavin/Solmonese LLC 
in Wilmington, Del., where he leads the firm’s Restructuring and Fiduciary Services Practice and 
specializes in complex bankruptcy matters, representing debtors and creditors as financial advisor, 
asset-sale advisor, restructuring officer or other type of responsible party. In addition, he is fre-
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quently appointed liquidating trustee, litigation trustee or plan administrator over post-confirmation 
liquidating trusts. Mr. Gavin is an expert on rapid § 363 asset-sale processes, SPM gifts/carve-outs 
and the evaluation of claims against insiders. His engagements have included responsibilities as 
bankruptcy and nonbankruptcy financial advisor to debtors and creditors’ committees, bankruptcy 
and nonbankruptcy interim management appointments, business viability assessments, mergers and 
acquisitions, business integrations and strategic sales, corporate strategy and policy development 
and implementation, e-commerce and marketing strategy development, process re-engineering, 
and enterprise resource planning (ERP) system implementation and assessment. His roles have 
also included regulatory affairs management positions in FDA-regulated organizations, including 
the leadership of process re-engineering to remediate violations of FDA regulations. Mr. Gavin is 
ABI’s Vice President-Development, co-chaired ABI’s Financial Advisors Committee from 2010-
12 and is a former co-chair and education director of ABI’s Ethics and Professional Compensation 
Committee. He is a 30th Anniversary Circle contributor to ABI’s Endowment Fund and co-chaired 
ABI’s Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Workshop from 2011-14. He also served on ABI’s Civility Task 
Force and National Ethics Standards Task Force, and led that group’s Committee Solicitation Pro-
tocols Subcommittee. A contributing editor for the ABI Journal’s “Last In Line” and “Financial 
Statements” columns, Mr. Gavin also writes the “Turnaround Tactics” blog for Forbes and has con-
tributed to a number of publications. A member of the Association of Certified Turnaround Profes-
sionals and the Turnaround Management Association, and an associate member of the Association 
of Certified Fraud Examiners, he attended the University of the Arts in Philadelphia, studying music 
theory and education.

Hon. Robert E. Gerber is Of Counsel with Joseph Hage Aaronson in New York and a retired 
U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of New York in New York, appointed in 2000 and 
reappointed in 2014. He assumed recall status in January 2015 and retired in January 2016. Judge 
Gerber offers services in bankruptcy and commercial arbitration, mediation, fiduciary work and 
consulting, among others. While on the bench, Judge Gerber presided over a wide variety of chapter 
11, chapter 7, chapter 15, § 304 and SIPA cases, including PSINet, Ames Department Stores, Global 
Crossing, Adelphia, ABIZ, Basis Yield Alpha Fund, Lyondell Chemical, BearingPoint, DBSD North 
America, Chemtura, Pinnacle Airlines, Houghton-Mifflin Harcourt and General Motors. He pre-
sided over more than 20 cases with over $100 million in debt, including 10 with over $1 billion in 
debt. Judge Gerber has published roughly 200 opinions, principally in the business bankruptcy and 
corporate governance areas, and throughout his tenure on the bench was named one of the nation’s 
outstanding bankruptcy judges six times. Prior to taking the bench, he practiced with the firm of 
Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson in New York City, specializing in securities and com-
mercial litigation and, thereafter, bankruptcy litigation and counseling. He is an adjunct professor 
of law at Columbia Law School (where he teaches Columbia’s Advanced Bankruptcy Seminar), a 
contributing author to Collier on Bankruptcy, and a Fellow in and director of the American College 
of Bankruptcy. Judge Gerber earned his B.S. with high honors in industrial engineering from Rut-
gers University in 1967 and his J.D. magna cum laude from Columbia Law School in 1970, where 
he was a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar and a James Kent Scholar. He then served as a First Lieutenant 
in the U.S. Air Force from 1971-72.

Samuel J. Gerdano is the executive director of the American Bankruptcy Institute in Alexandria, 
Va., the nation’s largest multi-disciplinary organization in the field of insolvency. He joined ABI in 
May 1991. In 2007, on the occasion of ABI’s silver anniversary, he was awarded ABI’s first Life-
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time Achievement Award. From 1985-91, he was the chief legal counsel to Sen. Charles E. Grassley 
(R-Iowa) and staff director for the Subcommittee on Courts and Administrative Practice of the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee. The subcommittee had jurisdiction over the U.S. Bankruptcy Code; Mr. 
Gerdano has thus been involved in all major bankruptcy policy changes since 1985. Immediately 
prior to his service on the Senate Judiciary Committee, he was assistant chief counsel for advocacy 
for the U.S. Small Business Administration in Washington, D.C. Prior to that, he was with a major 
law firm in the District of Columbia. He is admitted to practice in the federal and local courts of 
the District of Columbia and the U.S. Supreme Court, and was named a Fellow in the American 
College of Bankruptcy in 2001. Mr. Gerdano is the author of numerous articles on bankruptcy and 
other legal topics, regularly appears as a presenter at continuing legal education programs and is a 
frequently cited authority on bankruptcy in the national news media. He is a 1983 honors graduate 
of Syracuse University College of Law and received his B.A. from Syracuse.

Daniel M. Glosband retired as an equity partner in Goodwin Procter LLP in Boston on Sept. 30, 
2014, and is currently Of Counsel to the firm. He is a founder and principal of CBInsolvency LLC, 
which provides expert opinion, consulting and mediation services in cross-border insolvency mat-
ters. Since 1969, he has focused on sophisticated corporate insolvency matters, including the study 
and reform of international insolvency law. Mr. Glosband received his training as a mediator from 
MWI. He first worked on a significant cross-border case in 1983 and has since represented foreign 
representatives, debtors and counterparties in connection with cross-border insolvency matters; has 
provided expert testimony to courts in Bermuda, England and Canada; and has served in leader-
ship, scholarly and legislative development activities including as an adviser to the American Law 
Institute’s Transnational Insolvency Project. In addition, he was a founding member of the Inter-
national Insolvency Institute; head delegate of International Bar Association to the Working Group 
on Insolvency Law that produced the UNCITRAL Model Law on Cross-Border Insolvency; head 
delegate of International Bar Association to the Working Group that produced the UNCITRAL Leg-
islative Guide on Insolvency Law; advisor to the U.S. Department of State’s Office of Legal Advi-
sor throughout the two UNCITRAL projects and on the drafting of chapter 15 of the Bankruptcy 
Code; lead draftsman of the U.S. adaptation of the UNCITRAL Model Law, chapter 15 of the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Code, cross-border and other ancillary cases, and provided assistance to Congress in 
connection with its enactment; conferee of the National Bankruptcy Conference and vice chair of 
the Committee on International Aspects; faculty for chapter 15 portion of the international insol-
vency course at St. John’s University School of Law; and author of chapter 15 portions of Collier 
on Bankruptcy (15th Ed.), Collier International Business Insolvency Guide and Collier Bankruptcy 
Practice Guide. Mr. Glosband received his B.A. in 1966 from the University of Massachusetts and 
his J.D. in 1969 from Cornell University.

Jonathan E. Goldin is the general counsel of Goldin Associates, LLC, a financial advisory firm, 
and its broker-dealer affiliate in New York. He handles a wide variety of internal legal matters and 
works with outside counsel across a range of practice areas. He leads the firm’s efforts in connection 
with its retention by clients, including negotiation of engagement terms and preparation of related 
materials. Mr. Goldin assists firm clients by providing strategic and financial advice in restructur-
ing, transactional and monitorship matters. His recent major public matters have included Detroit, 
Energy Future, Dewey & LeBoeuf, Fletcher International and Tribune. Prior to joining Goldin 
Associates, Mr. Goldin was a lawyer at Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz, where he focused on rep-
resenting corporations, directors and officers in litigation relating to mergers and acquisitions, cor-
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porate governance, securities law issues, regulatory inquiries and other complex civil matters. He 
serves on the New York City Water Board, the New York Commercial Division Advisory Council 
and the New York Chief Judge’s Committee on Non-Lawyers and the Justice Gap. In addition, Mr. 
Goldin is a trustee of the Citizens Budget Commission and co-chair of its Trustee Relations Com-
mittee. He is also a member of the New York City Bar Committee on Bankruptcy and Corporate 
Reorganization, the UJA Next Generation Bankruptcy and Reorganization Group and the Pro Bono 
Advisory Council of the New York Lawyers for the Public Interest. Mr. Goldin served as a law 
clerk to Hon. Sidney H. Stein of the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York and 
to Hon. José A. Cabranes of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit. He received his A.B. 
cum laude from Harvard College, where he was elected to Phi Beta Kappa, and his J.D. magna cum 
laude from Harvard Law School.

Hon. Arthur J. Gonzalez is a former Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of 
New York in New York, having retired on March 1, 2012, and is currently a Senior Fellow at New 
York University School of Law in New York, where he had served as an adjunct professor since 
2008. Prior to his service on the bench, he was an attorney in the Office of Chief Counsel of the IRS 
and earned the Chief Counsel’s Special Achievement Award for three consecutive years. Thereafter, 
he practiced with the firms of Pollner, Mezan, Stolzberg, Berger & Glass PC and Gaston & Snow 
in New York City. Judge Gonzalez was appointed Assistant U.S. Trustee in the Southern District of 
New York in 1991 and U.S. Trustee for Region 2 (Second Circuit) in 1993, serving in that position 
until his appointment to the bench in 1995 to a 14-year term and reappointed in 2009. In 2010, he 
was appointed Chief Judge. During his tenure, he presided over numerous large chapter 11 cases, 
including the Enron, WorldCom and Chrysler cases. Judge Gonzalez earned his B.S. in accounting 
from Fordham University, his M.S. in education from Brooklyn College and his J.D. from Fordham 
Law School. He received his LL.M. in taxation from New York University Law School in 1990.

Elizabeth A. Green is a partner with BakerHostetler in Orlando, Fla., and practices primarily in the 
areas of bankruptcy and creditors’ rights. She has represented debtors, creditors and committees in 
a wide range of industries. She has also represented numerous hospitality-related entities, including 
hotels and timeshare companies in chapter 11s and workouts across the country. Ms. Green chairs 
the firm’s National Bankruptcy, Restructuring and Creditors’ Rights Group and is a member of its 
Firmwide Policy Committee, the firm’s governing body. She is a Fellow in the American College 
of Bankruptcy, has been recognized in Chambers USA, The Best Lawyers in America, Florida’s 
Legal Elite and Super Lawyers, and Best Lawyers named her “Lawyer of the Year in Orlando” for 
bankruptcy and restructuring in 2012 and for bankruptcy litigation in 2015. Ms. Green is an adjunct 
professor at the University of Florida Levin College of Law. She received her B.A. in 1984 from 
the New College of Florida and her J.D. with honors in 1986 from the University of Florida Levin 
College of Law, where she was a member of the Order of the Coif.

John-Paul Hanson is a managing director at Houlihan Lokey in New York, where he heads its E&P 
Group and co-heads the firm’s Energy Group. Throughout his career, Mr. Hanson has worked on 
numerous financing, M&A and financial restructuring engagements. In addition to domestic trans-
actions, he has been involved in transactions for several Latin American-, European- and South 
African-based companies, advising companies and stakeholders regarding the structuring and im-
plementation of financings, M&A transactions, out-of-court exchange offers and “pre-arranged” 
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reorganizations in local jurisdictions. In financial restructuring engagements, he has advised com-
panies, secured and unsecured creditors, and other stakeholders in both out-of-court and in-court 
restructurings, including pre-packaged, pre-arranged and “free-fall” chapter 11 bankruptcy cases. 
His notable engagements include ATP Oil & Gas Corp., Endeavour International, Inc., Chesapeake 
Energy Corp., Quicksilver Resources, Inc., Samson Resources Corp., BPZ Energy Corp., Trident 
Resources Corp., Magnum Hunter Energy, Swift Energy Corp., U.S. Department of Energy Loan 
Program Office, U.S. Energy Corp., GBGH Ltd., Big West Oil, LLC, Solutia, Inc., National En-
ergy & Gas Transmission, Inc. and Gas Transmission Northwest Corp., among others, within both 
the energy industry and a variety of other sectors. Before joining Houlihan Lokey, Mr. Hanson 
was a manager of alternative lending at Commonfund Mortgage Corp., where he structured whole 
loan and portfolio fundings, sales and securitizations involving a variety of asset-backed lending 
transactions. He has authored, co-authored and spoken on various topics, and currently serves on 
the board of directors of Bennu Oil & Gas, LLC, an entity established for the purpose of acquiring 
and operating oil and gas properties in the Gulf of Mexico. Mr. Hanson received his dual B.A. cum 
laude in Italian and international finance from Brigham Young University, and his M.B.A. with a 
concentration in finance from the University of Maryland’s Robert H. Smith School of Business.

Prof. Michelle M. Harner is a professor of law and director of the Business Law Program at the 
University of Maryland Francis King Carey School of Law in Baltimore, where she teaches courses 
in bankruptcy and creditors’ rights, business associations, business planning, corporate finance and 
the legal profession. She was also a visiting professor at Georgetown University Law Center for the 
spring 2015 semester and served as ABI’s resident scholar for the fall 2015 semester. Prof. Harner 
is widely published and lectures frequently on various topics involving corporate governance, fi-
nancially distressed entities, risk management and related legal issues. Her most recent publications 
appear or are forthcoming in the Vanderbilt Law Review, Notre Dame Law Review, Washington 
University Law Review, Minnesota Law Review, Fordham Law Review (reprinted in Corporate 
Practice Commentator), Washington & Lee Law Review, University of Illinois Law Review, Ari-
zona Law Review (reprinted in Corporate Practice Commentator) and Florida Law Review. Prof. 
Harner is the Assistant Reporter to the Advisory Committee on the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy 
Procedure, and served as the Reporter to the ABI Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 
11 and as a member of the Dodd-Frank Study Working Group for the Administrative Office of 
the U.S. Courts. She is also an elected member of the American Law Institute and a Fellow of the 
American College of Bankruptcy. Prof. Harner was previously in private practice in the business 
restructuring, insolvency, bankruptcy and related transactional fields, most recently as a partner at 
the Chicago office of the international law firm of Jones Day. She received her B.A. cum laude from 
Boston College and her J.D. summa cum laude from The Ohio State University College of Law.

William K. Harrington is the U.S. Trustee for Regions 1 and 2 in New York, appointed to Region 
1 on Nov. 8, 2010, and Region 2 on Nov. 26, 2013. Prior to his appointment, he was the Assistant 
U.S. Trustee for the District of Delaware and practiced bankruptcy and reorganization law at Duane 
Morris LLP. Mr. Harrington is a member of the Boston, Delaware State and American Bar Associa-
tions, ABI and the Delaware Bankruptcy American Inn of Court. He received his undergraduate 
degree from the University of Pennsylvania and his J.D. from Villanova University School of Law.
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Hon. Bruce A. Harwood is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of New Hampshire in 
Manchester, first appointed in March 2013. Prior to his appointment, he chaired the Bankruptcy, 
Insolvency and Creditors’ Rights Group at Sheehan Phinney Bass + Green in Manchester, N.H., 
representing business debtors, asset-purchasers, secured and unsecured creditors, creditors’ com-
mittees, trustees in bankruptcy, and insurance and banking regulators in connection with the reha-
bilitation and liquidation of insolvent insurers and trust companies. He was also a chapter 7 panel 
trustee in the District of New Hampshire and mediated disputes arising in debtor/creditor relations. 
Judge Harwood was program co-chair of ABI’s Northeast Bankruptcy Conference for four years, 
served on ABI’s Board of Directors (Communication, Information and Technology Committee) 
and was Northeast Regional Chair of the ABI Endowment Fund’s Development Committee. He 
is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and was consistently recognized in the bank-
ruptcy law section of The Best Lawyers in America and in New England Super Lawyers, as well as 
in Chambers USA with a “Band 1” ranking in the field of corporate/commercial bankruptcy. Judge 
Harwood received his B.A. from Northwestern University and his J.D. from Washington University 
School of Law.

Mark F. Hebbeln is a partner and bankruptcy attorney with Foley & Lardner LLP in Chicago and 
is a member of the firm’s Bankruptcy & Business Reorganizations Practice. He concentrates his 
practice in corporate restructuring, including particularly the representation of indenture trustees 
and creditors’ committees in chapter 11 cases. Mr. Hebbeln has represented indenture trustees and 
bondholder interests in numerous national bankruptcy cases, including Energy Future, Exide, Ter-
reStar, Hawker Beechcraft, Angiotech, BankUnited, Trico Marine, Abitibi-Bowater, Extended Stay, 
Bally, ASARCO, United Air Lines, Inc., Atlas Air, Mirant Corp., Kaiser Aluminum and Pacific Gas 
and Electric Co. He also has significant experience representing official committees of unsecured 
creditors in chapter 11 proceedings, including the official committees in the Capitol Bancorp and 
Shorebank Corp. chapter 11 cases. In 2015, Mr. Hebbeln was ranked as one of the top bankruptcy 
and restructuring attorneys in Illinois by Chambers USA. He has been Peer Review-Rated as AV-
Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell, and Turnarounds & Workouts recognized him as one of 12 
outstanding young restructuring lawyers in the nation in 2005 and as one of 14 outstanding young 
restructuring lawyers in the nation in 2006. Mr. Hebbeln has also been named to the 2016 Illinois 
Super Lawyers list and was selected for inclusion in the 2008, 2009 and 2010 Illinois Super Law-
yers-Rising Stars editions for his bankruptcy work. In addition, he is listed in The Best Lawyers 
in America for 2016 in the cagtegories of Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights/Insolvency and 
Reorganization Law. Mr. Hebbeln received his B.A. cum laude in economics in 1993 from Wake 
Forest University and his J.D. in 1997 from Emory University School of Law, where he was an 
articles editor for its Bankruptcy Developments Journal.

Michael P. Horan is a senior member of Trenam Law in St. Petersburg, Fla., and has 30 years of 
experience in bankruptcy and creditors’ rights law in the Tampa Bay area. He has represented ma-
jor creditors and creditor committees in chapter 11 cases, and formerly led the firm’s Bankruptcy, 
Creditors’ Rights & Insolvency Practice Group. Mr. Horan is Board Certified in Business Bank-
ruptcy Law and a Certified Circuit Civil, Federal and Bankruptcy Mediator. He is also the chair and 
immediate past-president of the American Board of Certification. Mr. Horan represents secured and 
unsecured creditors, committees, purchasers, landlords, multi-employer benefit plans, trustees and 
occasionally debtors in chapter 11 cases. He is listed in The Best Lawyers in America and Florida 
Super Lawyers for Bankruptcy and Creditor-Debtor Rights Law, and has held leadership positions 
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in several professional organizations, including the Tampa Bay Bankruptcy Bar Association, for 
which he served as past president and chair. Mr. Horan has written and spoken on multiple bank-
ruptcy, insolvency and creditors’ rights topics. He received his undergraduate degree in journalism 
from Northwestern University and his J.D. from Duke University.

Jason D. Horwitz is a senior vice president of JLT Specialty Insurance Services Inc.’s Special 
Situations Group in Denver, where he focuses on insurance solutions for distressed and insolvent 
companies. He is responsible for advising clients during times of crisis on strategies surrounding 
personal asset risk, liquidity solutions and insurance cost reduction. Prior to joining JLT, Mr. Hor-
witz was an attorney concentrating on insurance defense and coverage issues and corporate restruc-
turing, and practiced bankruptcy law for eight years at Kirkland & Ellis and Perkins Coie, both in 
Chicago. During this time, he worked on several debtor engagements, including United Airlines, 
The Fleming Companies, Exide Technologies, Tower Automotive, Conseco, Humphries, Foster & 
Gallagher, Chicago H&S Hotel Property and Glazed Investments. He then spent nearly six years 
as a bankruptcy consultant and director of business development in the bankruptcy administration 
industry, during which time he advised numerous debtor companies on all administrative aspects of 
their bankruptcy cases and led client growth initiatives among national bankruptcy law firms, finan-
cial advisory firms, investment banks, lending banks and private-equity firms. Mr. Horwitz received 
his B.A. with honors from Michigan State University in international relations and his J.D. with 
honors from DePaul University College of Law, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif.

Hon. Barbara J. Houser is the Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Texas in 
Dallas. Upon graduation from law school, she joined Locke, Purnell, Boren, Laney & Neeley in 
Dallas and became a shareholder in 1985. Judge Houser then joined Sheinfeld, Maley & Kay PC in 
1988 as the shareholder in charge of the Dallas office until she was sworn in as a bankruptcy judge 
on Jan. 20, 2000. In 1998, the National Law Journal named her one of the 50 most influential wom-
en lawyers in America. She was elected a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy in 1994 
and currently serves as a member of its board of directors. She was also elected a conferee of the 
National Bankruptcy Conference and served as president of the National Conference of Bankruptcy 
Judges from 2009-10. She is also is a past chairman of the Dallas Bar Association’s Committee 
on Bankruptcy and Corporate Reorganization. In 2011, Judge Houser received the Distinguished 
Alumni Award for Judicial Service from the Dedman School of Law at Southern Methodist Uni-
versity, and the 2014 William L. Norton Jr., Judicial Excellence Award for her continuing contribu-
tions to the insolvency community. She currently serves on ABI’s Executive Committee and is a 
contributing author to Collier on Bankruptcy (15th ed.) and the Collier Bankruptcy Manual (3rd 
ed.). Judge Houser received her undergraduate degree with high distinction from the University of 
Nebraska and her J.D. from Southern Methodist University Law School, where she was editor of 
its law review.

Prof. Margaret Howard is a professor of law at Washington & Lee Law School in Lexington, 
Va., where she teaches courses in contracts, bankruptcy and secured transactions. She began her 
teaching career at St. Louis University and has also been a member of the faculty of Vanderbilt Law 
School. In 1999, she was the recipient of Vanderbilt Law School’s Hartman Award for Excellence 
in Teaching. At Washington & Lee, she has won awards for both teaching and scholarship. She 
has also visited at Emory, Duke, Washington University and the University of North Carolina Law 
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Schools. Prof. Howard was the Charles E. Tweedy, Jr. Visiting Professor of Law at the University 
of Alabama in 2005, and the Bruce W. Nichols Visiting Professor of Law at Harvard during the 
spring of 2001. During the spring of 2002, she was ABI’s Scholar in Residence, and she previously 
served as ABI’s Vice President-Rsearch Grants. Prof. Howard has written a number of articles on 
bankruptcy, one of which — “Shifting Risk & Fixing Blame: The Vexing Problem of Credit Card 
Obligations in Bankruptcy,” 75 Am. Bankr. L.J. 63 (2001) — won the American Bankruptcy Law 
Journal’s Editors’ Prize. Her casebook on bankruptcy, published by West, is now in its sixth edi-
tion. Prof. Howard is a frequent speaker on bankruptcy topics, and testified before the National 
Bankruptcy Review Commission on discharge in consumer bankruptcy. She is past chair of the 
Section on Creditors’ and Debtors’ Rights of the Association of American Law Schools and has 
served on the faculties of the American Board of Certification and the Association of Certified 
Turnaround Professionals. She currently serves on the editorial board of The Journal of Bankruptcy 
Law and Practice, and has formerly served on the editorial boards of The Business Lawyer, Busi-
ness Law Today and the American Bankruptcy Law Journal, for which she remains a peer reviewer. 
In December 2015, Prof. Howard became the inaugural recipient of ABI’s Jean Braucher Memorial 
Award for leadership in the field of consumer bankruptcy. She received her undergraduate degree 
from Duke University, her J.D. and M.S.W. from Washington University in St. Louis, and her 
LL.M. from Yale Law School. She is a member of the Order of the Coif and is listed in Who’s Who 
of American Women.

Keiran W. Hutchison is the regional head of Restructuring for Ernst & Young in George Town, 
Grand Cayman, the Cayman Islands, covering the Bermuda and West Caribbean region including 
the Bahamas, the British Virgin Islands and Turks and Caicos. He has been with Ernst & Young 
since 1999 and has more than 25 years of experience leading projects in corporate reorganization 
and reconstruction in the Americas region, Australia and the U.K. He has also worked on specific 
engagements in Asia, the U.S. and in Africa, and on cross-border matters. Mr. Hutchison has pro-
vided restructuring advice to companies in financial distress, has led commercial loan portfolio and 
asset-management review assignments, and has assisted many listed companies with corporate, 
strategic and debt-restructuring advice. He has also acted as investigating accountant and appointee 
in formal corporate insolvency appointments, including preparing reports and acting as an expert 
witness in insolvency and commercial dispute-related matters. Mr. Hutchison is a Chartered Ac-
countant and a Registered & Official Liquidator, and he is a member of the Australian Restructur-
ing, Insolvency and Turnaround Association, INSOL and ABI. He has assisted and advised a range 
of companies with transaction due dilligence and transaction support, and he has also advised sev-
eral governments and governmental entities on restructuring issues. He is currently an appointee in  
court and private insolvency and restructuring appointments in the Cayman Islands, the Bahamas, 
Bermuda and Nevis. Mr. Hutchison graduated from Queensland University of Technology.

Prof. Richard M. Hynes teaches bankruptcy, contracts, corporate finance and secured transactions 
at the University of Virginia in Charlottesville, Va., and is an expert in consumer finance and law 
and economics. Previously, he practiced law with Skadden Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP in 
Los Angeles. Prof. Hynes joined the faculty at the William and Mary School of Law in 2000, and 
he joined the Virginia faculty in 2007 after visiting during the 2006-07 academic year. He received 
his B.S. from the School of Foreign Service at Georgetown University (where he was elected to Phi 
Beta Kappa), his Ph.D. in economics from the University of Pennsylvania his J.D. from the Univer-
sity of Chicago. He was elected to the Order of the Coif.
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Lesley J. Johnson, CPA, CIRA is a partner at KapilaMukamal, LLP in Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., where 
she concentrates on bankruptcy and insolvency taxation. She has provided tax services to debtors, 
creditors, receivers, bankruptcy trustees and liquidating trustees. Her experience includes analyzing 
sophisticated and complex tax issues relating to mortgage-backed securities ventures, real estate 
mortgage investment conduits (REMICS), liquidating trusts, corporate reorganization and tax re-
structuring. She has provided litigation support services to law firms for projects involving utiliza-
tion of net operating losses, preservation of tax attributes, business and tax consolidations tax analy-
sis of embezzlements and “Ponzi” frauds, and reconstructing decedents’ estate assets. Ms. Johnson 
joined the Kapila & Co. in 1997 after 17 years practicing tax with international and large regional 
accounting firms. She has represented clients before the Internal Revenue Service and state taxing 
authorities, and has negotiated federal and state tax claims on behalf of trustees and receivers. Ms. 
Johnson’s tax and investigative engagements encompass real estate development, financial institu-
tions, retail, wholesale, medical practices, broker-dealers, investment firms, estates and trusts. She 
has also testified as an expert and participated in mediations regarding net operating losses and mul-
tiple pass-through real estate investments, S-corporation accounting and tax losses, and other tax 
issues. Ms. Johnson is a member of the Florida Institute of Certified Public Accountants, American 
Institute of Certified Accountants, Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors and ABI. 
She received her B.S. in accounting from Barry University.

Robert J. Keach is a shareholder at Bernstein, Shur, Sawyer & Nelson, P.A. in Portland, Maine, 
where he focuses on the representation of various parties in workouts and bankruptcy cases, includ-
ing debtors, creditors, creditors’ committees, lessors and third parties acquiring troubled companies 
and/or their assets. He served as co-chair of ABI’s Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 
11. Most recently, Mr. Keach has, inter alia, represented ad hoc committees in the Homebanc 
Mortgage, New Century TRS Holdings and Nortel Networks cases in Delaware, as well as a public 
utilities commission in the FairPoint Communications case in the Southern District of New York. 
He was the fee examiner in In re AMR Corporation (the chapter 11 cases of American Airlines and 
its parent and certain affiliates), and is currently the chapter 11 trustee in the railroad reorganization 
case of Montreal Maine & Atlantic Railway, Ltd., as well as the fee examiner in Exide Technologies. 
Mr. Keach is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and a past president (2009-10) of 
ABI. He has appeared as a panelist on national bankruptcy, lender liability and creditors’ rights pro-
grams, and has authored several articles on bankruptcy and creditors’ rights in the ABI Law Review, 
Commercial Law Journal and ABI Journal, among other publications. He is also a contributing au-
thor to the Collier Guide to Chapter 11: Key Topics and Selected Industries (2011 Ed.). Mr. Keach 
is recognized as a “Star Individual” in Corporate M&A/Bankruptcy in Chambers USA, in The Best 
Lawyers in America (Ten-Year Certificate), and in New England Super Lawyers (Bankruptcy and 
Top 100 Lawyers in New England regardless of specialty). He is also Board Certified in Business 
Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification. Mr. Keach received his J.D. in 1980 from 
the University of Maine.

Michael S. Kim is co-founder Kobre & Kim in New York, which specializes in disputes and in-
vestigations. He serves as lead counsel in high-stakes financial disputes, with a particular focus on 
international enforcement of arbitration awards. Mr. Kim is a highly regarded advocate in complex 
financial and insolvency disputes, particularly those involving international asset-tracing and re-
covery. He was ranked one of the top 10 judgment enforcement/asset recovery lawyers in the world 
in Global Arbitration Review. He has also been listed in Chambers USA and Benchmark Litigation. 
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Mr. Kim has served as an expert witness on U.S. debtor-creditor laws in the courts of the Cayman 
Islands, and is co-author of the book Debtor-Creditor Fraud (West Publishing). Previously, he was 
a prosecutor for the U.S. Department of Justice focusing on white-collar criminal cases involving 
hedge funds, securities and commodity futures fraud, many of which involved international asset-
tracing and forfeiture. He also practiced at Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP in New York and served 
as a U.S. Army infantry officer. Mr. Kim received both his B.A. and J.D. from Harvard, where he 
served as executive editor of the Harvard Law Review.

Mette H. Kurth is a partner with Fox Rothschild LLP in Los Angeles, where she represents clients 
facing complex, financially distressed situations and bankruptcy issues. Named one of California’s 
leading bankruptcy and restructuring attorneys by Chambers USA, Ms. Kurth represents clients in 
sophisticated workouts, restructurings, distressed M&A transactions and bankruptcy matters in a 
range of industries, including retail, restaurant, hospitality, agriculture, fitness, financial services, 
health care, real estate, and media and entertainment. She represents debtors, creditors, investors, 
creditors’ committees and other parties in all areas of reorganization, distressed sales and acquisi-
tions, liquidations and bankruptcy-related litigation. Ms. Kurth is deeply involved with the ex-
ecutive committee of the Turnaround Management Association and currently serves as its Vice 
President of Communications and a member of its board of directors. She is also a member of ABI, 
American Bar Association, Los Angeles Bankruptcy Forum and International Women’s Insolvency 
& Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC). Ms. Kurth received her B.A. cum laude from Trinity Uni-
versity in 1990 and her J.D. from the University of California, Los Angeles in 1996.

Deborah B. Langehennig serves as chapter 13 trustee for the Western District of Texas in Austi. 
Previously, she served as judicial law clerk to Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge Larry E. Kelly. Ms. 
Langehennig is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and a coach for the University 
of Texas Law School Duberstein Bankruptcy Moot Court Team, and serves on the board of direc-
tors for the National Association of Chapter 13 Trustees. She chaired the Bankruptcy Law Section 
of the State Bar of Texas, is a contributing editor to the ABI Journal, and is co-chair of the ABA’s 
Consumer Bankruptcy Litigation subcommittee. Ms. Langehennig received the State Bar of Texas 
Distinguished Service Award, the Fifth Circuit Bench Bar Serviam Award and the Outstanding 
Woman Attorney Award from the State Bar of Texas Bankruptcy Law Section. She has written and 
lectured on numerous consumer and business bankruptcy topics, with articles published in the ABI 
Journal, the ABA Bankruptcy Litigation Journal, Norton Advisor, Norton Journal of Bankruptcy 
Law and Practice, NACTT Quarterly and the Texas Bar Journal. Ms. Langehennig received her 
J.D. from the University of Texas and holds a B.B.A. in accounting.

Richard S. Lauter is a partner and member of Bankruptcy & Insolvency Group at the law firm 
of Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith LLP in Chicago and has more than 30 years of experience 
representing and advising creditors’ committees, financial institutions, real estate firms, corpora-
tions and bankruptcy trustees in all aspects of creditors’ rights and insolvency matters, including 
the reorganization of financially distressed companies in the U.S. He has also served as counsel in 
multiple airline chapter 11 cases, counseled chapter 7 and liquidating trustees in liquidation cases, 
and represented and chaired numerous chapter 11 creditors’ committees. Mr. Lauter served as lead 
counsel in the restructuring of a minority automotive supplier and as national bankruptcy counsel 
for a telecommunications equipment company. He is a member of ABI’s Board of Directors and 
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serves on the advisory board for ABI’s Central States Bankruptcy Workshop, and he is a frequent 
speaker at ABI events. He is also a contributing author of the ABI’s Commercial Fraud Manual, 
and as co-chair of ABI’s Commercial Fraud Committee was instrumental in the publication of 
ABI’s new Fraud and Forensics book. Mr. Lauter has served as a visiting professor at Tsukuba 
University in Tokyo, where he taught a course on comparative restructuring in Tsukuba’s MBA 
Program for International Business. He was named an “Illinois Leading Lawyer for Bankruptcy” 
in 2015 by Chambers USA, received the Turnaround Atlas Chapter 11 Reorganization Deal of the 
Year Award for 2014, and has been named as a Leading Lawyer U.S. Bankruptcy and Restructuring 
from 2008 to the present.

Prof. Anne Lawton is a professor of law at Michigan State University College of Law in East Lan-
sing, Mich., where she teaches contracts, consumer and corporate bankruptcy, and sales. She is a 
member of ABI’s Individual Chapter 11 Task Force and is the associate investigator for the National 
Study of Individual Chapter 11 Bankruptcies, funded by ABI’s Anthony H.N. Schnelling Endow-
ment Fund. She also has served as a consultant to the Governance and Supervision of Chapter 11 
Cases and Companies Committee for the ABI Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11. The 
Commission used data that Prof. Lawton provided to set the $10M asset or liability cutoff for small- 
to medium-sized entities. In the spring of 2015, she served as the ABI Resident Scholar. Prof. Law-
ton’s research focuses on small business and individual chapter 11 debtors. She has published her 
bankruptcy work in the American Bankruptcy Law Journal, the Washington & Lee Law Review, the 
Arizona Law Review and the ABI Law Review. Her earlier published work on employment discrimi-
nation, sexual harassment law, genetic discrimination, and law and business pedagogy appears in 
the Minnesota Law Review, the George Mason Law Review, the Kentucky Law Journal, the Journal 
of Legal Studies Education, and specialty journals at Yale, Columbia, the University of Pennsylva-
nia and Emory. Prof. Lawton’s case study, Pyramid, earned the runner-up award in a national case 
competition on ethics in real estate and was published by Columbia University’s Business School.

David P. Leibowitz is a managing member of Lakelaw, with offices Chicago and Waukegan, Ill., 
where he represents people and businesses in bankruptcy and foreclosure defense. He is admitted 
to practice in Illinois, Wisconsin and Arizona, and has practiced in bankruptcy courts throughout 
the country. Mr. Leibowitz is a member of ABI’s Board of Directors and co-chairs an ABI task 
force studying individual chapter 11 cases. He previously co-chaired ABI’s Consumer Bankruptcy 
and Commercial Fraud Committees. Mr. Leibowitz is also co-author and editor-in-chief of the ABI 
Fraud Handbook and is a contributing author to Bloomberg Law’s Bankruptcy Treatise. Mr. Lei-
bowitz is Board Certified in both Consumer Bankruptcy Law and Business Bankruptcy Law by the 
American Board of Certification. He has been a panel chapter 7 trustee for 25 years and has served 
as a member of the board of directors of the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees. In 2010, 
Mr. Leibowitz received the Liberty Bell Award from the Judges of the 19th Judicial Circuit, Lake 
County, Ill., for “Outstanding Commitment and Service” for his work in organizing that court’s 
mortgage foreclosure help desk and producing mortgage foreclosure information videos. In 2006, 
he received the Excellence in Pro Bono Service Award from the U.S. District Court for the Northern 
District of Illinois and the Chicago Chapter of the Federal Bar Association. Mr. Leibowitz received 
his B.A. in economics from Northwestern University and his J.D. cum laude from Loyola Univer-
sity of Chicago School of Law, where he was note editor of its law review.
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David M. LeMay is a partner in Chadbourne & Parke’s LLP’s New York office and a member of 
the firm’s bankruptcy and financial restructuring practice. He has substantial experience in formu-
lating and litigating plans of reorganization, debtor-in-possession financings, cash-collateral orders 
and stay-relief matters. He is currently involved in the firm’s representation of NextEra Energy, Inc. 
in the Energy Future Holdings, Inc. chapter 11 reorganization, and was a senior member of the en-
gagement teams that represented the court-appointed dexaminer in the Residential Capital chapter 
11 case and the unsecured creditors’ committee in the Tribune Company chapter 11 case. He also 
played a leading role in the reorganizations of Spiegel, Inc./Eddie Bauer and Parmalat. Mr. LeMay 
has been recognized in The Legal 500 (2015) in the area of financial restructuring, and is also listed 
in The Best Lawyers in America (2016) for his work in bankruptcy and creditor/debtor rights/insol-
vency and reorganization law and in New York Super Lawyers (2015) in the area of bankruptcy and 
creditor/debtor rights. In addition, he has been cited annually in Chambers USA since 2011 in the 
area of bankruptcy and restructuring. Mr. LeMay received his A.B. summa cum laude from Dart-
mouth College and his J.D. from the University of Michigan Law School.

Stephen D. Lerner is global chair of Squire Patton Boggs (US) LLP’s Restructuring & Insolvency 
Practice Group in Cincinnati and New York. He has an extensive national and cross-border restruc-
turing practice and represents debtors, unsecured creditors’ committees, secured and unsecured 
creditors, directors and acquirers of troubled businesses in chapter 11 cases, chapter 9 municipal 
restructurings, chapter 15 cases and out-of-court restructurings throughout the U.S. Mr. Lerner has 
led the representation of clients in the chapter 11 bankruptcies of Midway Gold, Veris Gold, Atna 
Resources, Patriot Coal, AmFin Financial, Station Casinos, Chrysler, Enron, WorldCom and Ea-
glePicher, among others. He also represented the court-appointed expert in the City of Detroit’s his-
toric chapter 9 case and led Squire Sanders’s representation of the American College of Bankruptcy 
in filing an amicus brief with the U.S. Supreme Court in Executive Benefits Insurance Agency v. 
Peter H. Arkison, Trustee of the Estate of Bellingham Insurance Agency, Inc. Mr. Lerner is a Fellow 
in the American College of Bankruptcy, for which he has served as regent for the Sixth Circuit and 
currently serves as a member of its board of directors and chair of its Strategic Planning Commit-
tee. He has received recognition in The Best Lawyers in America and since 2004 and has been listed 
among the best Ohio bankruptcy and restructuring lawyers in Chambers USA: America’s Leading 
Lawyers for Business. Mr. Lerner has been a guest lecturer at Harvard Business School, the Univer-
sity of Michigan Law School and the University of Cincinnati Law School. He received his B.A. in 
1982, his M.A. in 1982 and his J.D. in 1985 from the University of Pennsylvania.

Kim Martin Lewis chairs Dinsmore & Shohl LLP’s Bankruptcy and Restructuring Practice Group 
in Cincinnati, where her practice focuses primarily on corporate reorganization, insolvency, fi-
nancing, workout and bankruptcy law. She represents debtors, purchasers, creditors’ committees, 
unsecured creditors, secured creditors and equity-holders, and frequently provides advice regarding 
out-of-court corporate reorganizations, corporate and finance matters, and acquiring assets out of 
bankruptcy. Ms. Lewis has served as restructuring counsel in the chapter 11 bankruptcies of Ormet 
Corporation, Milacron Inc., The Wornick Co. and Huffy Corp., among others. She is a Fellow in 
the American College of Bankruptcy and is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the 
American Board of Certification.Ms. Lewis is a member of ABI, the Cincinnati and Ohio State Bar 
Associations, and the Executive Committee of the Midwest Regional Bankruptcy Seminar. She 
successfully argued a case before the U.S. Supreme Court in Central Virginia Community College, 
et al. v. Bernard Katz (Case No. 04-885). Ms. Lewis has been listed in Chambers USA as a Cham-
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bers’ Band 1 top bankruptcy lawyer in Ohio since 2004, is listed in Ohio Super Lawyers and “Ohio 
Super Lawyers Top 50 Women” by Law & Politics, and is listed in The Best Lawyers in America. 
Ms. Lewis received her B.S. from Ball State University in 1984 and her J.D. from Southwestern 
University School of Law in 1987.

James M. Lukenda, CPA, CIRA, CFF is a managing director with Huron Business Advisory 
Group in New York, where he provides assistance to clients with troubled-debt restructurings, 
mergers, acquisitions and dispositions, litigation and claims analysis, fraud investigations, and 
other financial consulting and bankruptcy assignments. His experience spans numerous industries, 
including financial services, heavy manufacturing, retail, electronics, consumer products and distri-
bution, construction and contracting, communications and publishing, real estate, and hospitality. 
A frequent speaker on issues related to bankruptcy, reorganizations, and financing and accounting 
matters, his engagements have included such organizations as AIRA, ABI, INSOL, Foundation for 
Accounting Education, New Jersey State Society of CPAs, NYCFMA, The George Washington 
University National Law Center Government Contracts Program and The Bank Lending and Bank-
ing Law Institutes. Mr. Lukenda is a past chairman and past president of the Association of Insol-
vency & Restructuring Advisors, a past director of INSOL, treasurer of the New Jersey Chapter of 
the Association of Corporate Growth, and a member of ABI. He received his B.S.B.A. cum laude 
from Georgetown University School of Business Administration.

Eric D. Madden is a partner with Reid Collins & Tsai LLP in Dallas, where his practice focuses on 
the representation of liquidating trustees, creditor committees and private-equity funds in complex 
bankruptcy and business litigation cases. He has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America for 
bankruptcy litigation, is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell, and has been named a Texas Super Law-
yer in business litigation. Mr. Madden is a former co-chair of ABI’s Bankruptcy Litigation Commit-
tee and is a current co-chair of ABI’s Bankruptcy Taxation Committee. He received both his B.A. 
and J.D. from the University of Kansas, where he was a member of Phi Beta Kappa and the Order 
of the Coif, and served as editor-in-chief of the Kansas Law Review.

Mark M. Maloney is a partner in the Atlanta office of King & Spalding and a member of its Fi-
nancial Restructuring Practice Group. His practice includes the representation of a broad range of 
clients in financial restructuring and insolvency matters, with a focus on secured creditor represen-
tations and bankruptcy and insolvency-related litigation. Mr. Maloney is a Fellow in the American 
College of Bankruptcy and sits on the boards of both ABI and the Southeastern Bankruptcy Law 
Institute. In addition, he chaired the Bankruptcy Section of the State Bar of Georgia from 2013-14 
and co-chairs ABI’s Litigation Skills Symposium. Mr. Maloney has been recognized as a leading 
bankruptcy lawyer in multiple publications, including Chambers USA, The Best Lawyers in Amer-
ica, The Legal 500 survey of leading lawyers, The Deal magazine’s list of top bankruptcy lawyers, 
Atlanta Magazine’s list of “Georgia Super Lawyers,” and Georgia Trend magazine’s “Legal Elite.” 
He received his B.B.A. cum laude from the University of Mississippi and his J.D. magna cum laude 
from Washington and Lee University.

James T. Markus is a co-founder and member of Markus Williams Young & Zimmermann, LLC 
in Denver, where he specializes in the representation of debtors, secured creditors, lessors, asset-
purchasers, official committees and trustees in workouts, distressed asset sales, restructurings and 
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chapter 11 bankruptcy proceedings. He is a former ABI president, as well as a former director, pres-
ident and chairman of the American Board of Certification. He is also Board Certified by the Ameri-
can Board of Certification in Business Bankruptcy Law. Mr. Markus is a former president of the 
Rocky Mountain Chapter of the Turnaround Management Association, is a Fellow in the American 
College of Bankruptcy and is admitted to the Colorado and Illinois State Bars. He also co-founded 
ABI’s Rocky Mountain Bankruptcy Conference and has lectured before ABI, the American Rocky 
Mountain and Chicago Bar Associations, Equipment Leasing Association, Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Corp., Savings and Community Lender’s Association and the Turnaround Management As-
sociation. He received his B.S.E. in chemical engineering with high honors from the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison and his J.D. from the University of Michigan School of Law.

Michelle M. McGreal is counsel in Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP’s Corporate Department in New 
York and practices in its Insolvency and Restructuring Group. Since joining the firm in 2009, she 
has represented debtors, creditors, agent banks, lenders, and other strategic parties in a wide range 
of corporate restructurings, both in and out of court. Ms. McGreal’s recent representations include 
Arch Coal, Inc. and its affiliates in their chapter 11 cases, Magnetation LLC and its affiliates in 
their chapter 11 cases, James River Coal and its affiliates in their chapter 11 cases, Patriot Coal and 
its affiliates in their chapter 11 cases J.P. Morgan as agent for, and lender under, the pre-petition 
senior secured credit facility and the debtor-in-possession financing facility in the chapter 11 cases 
of Coach America and certain of its affiliates, J.P. Morgan as agent and arranger on an $800 mil-
lion debtor-in-possession financing for A&P in A&P’s chapter 11 cases, J.P. Morgan as agent and 
arranger on a $400 million receivables financing for YRC Worldwide in connection with an out-
of-court restructuring, and Barclays in the out-of-court restructuring of $2.2 billion of debt issued 
by Highland Hospitality. She is listed as a 2015 “Rising Star” in bankruptcy by Law360, and is a 
contributing author to the Collier Bankruptcy Practice Guide. Ms. McGreal is a member of the ad-
visory board for ABI’s Mid-Level Professional Development Program and is a member of ABI and 
the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC). She previously 
clerked for Hon. Stuart Bernstein in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of New 
York, and is admitted to practice in New York and New Jersey. Ms. McGreal received her B.S. cum 
laude in sport management from Ithaca College in 2004 and her J.D. magna cum laude in 2007 
from Hofstra University School of Law.

Richard M. Meth is a partner with Fox Rothschild LLP in Roseland, N.J., where he is a mem-
ber of the firm’s Financial Restructuring & Bankruptcy practice area and focuses his practice on 
bankruptcy, creditors’ rights and insolvency-related issues. He represents numerous local, national 
and multinational corporations, as well as official and unofficial committees, and regularly appears 
before the U.S. Bankruptcy Courts for the District of New Jersey, Southern District of New York 
and District of Delaware. He has also served as a court-approved mediator in numerous matters. A 
frequent lecturer and panelist for continuing legal education programs across the country on a wide 
range of bankruptcy-related topics, he has testified before the National Bankruptcy Review Com-
mission on behalf of ABI. Mr. Meth is a former member of ABI’s Board of Directors and a former 
ABI Vice President-Publications, and he is a former co-chair of ABI’s Ethics Committee member of 
its National Ethics Task Force. He chairs the ABA’s Professional Ethics Subcommittee of the Busi-
ness Bankruptcy Committee of the Business Law Section and as the Business Bankruptcy Commit-
tee’s Liaison with ABI; he previously chaired its subcommittees on Abuses of Bakruptcy Processes, 
Bankruptcy Appeals and Labor & Employment Law, and he also served as co-chair of the Business 
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Bankruptcy Committee’s Task Force on Bankruptcy Rules. Mr. Meth has been named a New Jersey 
Super Lawyer and has been included in Chambers USA Legal Directory (2009-16), Who’s Who Le-
gal USA: Insolvency & Restructuring (2006), America’s Leading Lawyers for Business (2009-13), 
Super Lawyers Corporate Counsel Edition (2009-11) and The Best Lawyers in America (2010-16). 
He is also the editor of The Bankruptcy Court’s Watchdog: The Appointment, Role and Power of 
Examiners Today (ABI 2011) and ABI’s Bankruptcy Appeals Manual. Mr. Meth received his B.A. 
magna cum laude from Tufts University and his J.D. from Georgetown University Law Center.

W. Timothy Miller is a partner in the Cincinnati office of Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP and has 
more than 20 years of experience counseling business owners, C-level executives and boards of 
directors in restructuring financially distressed businesses; handling distressed asset acquisitions 
and dispositions (including UCC Article 9 sales); advising suppliers, factors, asset-based lenders 
and equipment and real estate lessors at the inception of the customer relationship and when the 
customer defaults; issuing true sale and nonsubstantive consolidation opinions for bankruptcy-re-
mote entities; and representing major constituencies (debtors, official and unofficial committees, 
significant suppliers and DIP lenders) in chapter 11 bankruptcies. He is Board Certified in Business 
Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification. Mr. Miller is listed in the 2006-16 editions 
of Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for Business and The Best Lawyers in America, and 
the 2005-16 editions of Ohio Super Lawyers. He received his bachelor’s degree cum laude from 
DePauw University in 1989 with a double major in music and economics/management, and his J.D. 
from Cornell Law School in 1992, where he served on the board of editors of Cornell Law Review.

Joff Mitchell, CIRA is a senior managing director of Zolfo Cooper, LLC and heads its U.S. prac-
tice in New York. He has more than 30 years of management experience across a wide range of 
industries, and his expertise includes acquisitions, debt financings and restructurings, divestitures, 
and successful bankruptcy reorganizations. Mr. Mitchell is currently CRO of Sabine Oil and Gas, 
an independent E&P company. He recently advised the executive committee of Patton Boggs on 
working with its lenders and creating a new business plan, while the global law firm completed 
its merger with Squire Sanders. In 2012, Mr. Mitchell was appointed CRO of Dewey & LeB-
oeuf, where he led the wind-down of the global law firm. He also recently advised the lenders in 
five separate container terminal restructurings. Mr. Mitchell’s previous engagements also include 
Sunbeam, Washington Group International and Laidlaw. In addition, he served as interim CEO of 
Giftware Holdings, an importer and distributor. Prior to joining Zolfo Cooper, Mr. Mitchell spent 
14 years in general management roles with companies such as Chep USA, Brambles Industries, 
Ceramco Corp. Ltd., and Equiticorp Holdings Ltd. He was named a “Top 100 Restructuring and 
Turnaround Professional” in 2013 by Global M&A Networks. Mr. Mitchell is a member of ABI and 
the Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors. He graduated from the University of Ha-
waii’s Advanced Management Program and received his Diploma of Management from Auckland 
University of Technology.

Hon. C. Ray Mullins is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Georgia in Atlanta, 
appointed as judge by the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals on Feb. 29, 2000, and named chief 
judge in January 2012. Previously, Judge Mullins served as an instructor in the Management De-
partment of Bowling Green State University’s School of Business Administration from 1977-82, 
then joined the Toledo, Ohio, firm of Cooper, Straub, Walinski & Cramer (now Cooper Walinski), 
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focusing primarily on civil litigation. From 1984-86, Judge Mullins taught trial practice as an ad-
junct professor of law at the University of Toledo College of Law. In 1987, he joined Kilpatrick 
& Cody (now Kilpatrick Stockton LLP) in Atlanta and became a partner in 1993, practicing in the 
firm’s Financial Restructuring Group and specializing in chapter 11 matters. He also served as a 
member of the Trustee Panel for the Northern District of Georgia from 1995-2000. Judge Mullins is 
a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy, a member of ABI’s Board of Directors and a past 
president of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges (2012-13). In 2009, Chief Justice Rob-
erts appointed Judge Mullins as chair of the Federal Judicial Center’s Bankruptcy Judge Education 
Committee. He is also an advisor to the Emory Bankruptcy Developments Law Journal. Judge Mul-
lins received his B.S. in business administration in 1974, his M.B.A. in 1977 from Bowling Green 
State University, and his J.D. magna cum laude in 1982 from the University of Toledo College of 
Law, where he was a member of its law review and the Order of the Coif.

Lucian B. Murley is special counsel at Saul Ewing LLP in Wilmington, Del., where he focuses his 
practice on corporate reorganizations, creditors’ rights issues and litigation arising in bankruptcy 
cases. He represents the full range of parties in bankruptcy proceedings, including debtors, credi-
tors’ committees, secured and unsecured creditors, landlords and other executory contract counter-
parties, as well as trustees and plan administrators. Mr. Murley has extensive litigation experience 
and has litigated a variety of matters, including district court appeals, contested plan-confirmation 
proceedings, executory contract disputes, claims objections and adversary proceedings to avoid 
pre-petition transfers to creditors. Prior to his career as an attorney, he was a freelance orchestral 
musician and played with various orchestras and music ensembles in and around Philadelphia. No-
tably, he served as an orchestral percussionist for the rock band The Moody Blues on its 2000 East 
Coast Tour. Mr. Murley received his B.Mus. in 1998 from Northwestern University and his J.D. 
in 2004 from the University of Kentucky School of Law, where he was a managing editor of the 
Kentucky Law Journal and received its Outstanding Service Award.

Edward J. Nazar is a member of the Hinkle Law Firm LLC in Wichita, Kan., where he represents 
represents creditors and individuals in bankruptcy, insolvency, foreclosure, restructure and reor-
ganization. He has also been a chapter 7 bankruptcy trustee in the state of Kansas since 1981 and 
a chapter 12 trustee since 1986, has been appointed as a receiver in both state and federal courts 
systems, and is licensed to practice before the Kansas Supreme Court, the U.S. District and Bank-
ruptcy Courts for the District of Kansas and the Western District of Missouri, and the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit. Mr. Nazar has an extensive creditors’ rights practice, and has 
represented receivers and been a receiver in numerous state and federal court cases. More recently, 
he has been appointed a receiver in both the state and federal court systems. He also represents re-
gional and national banks in Kansas in creditors’ rights actions in state and federal court. Mr. Nazar 
is a former member of the Kansas Governor’s Commission on Tax Equity, the Kansas Racing Com-
mission and the University of Kansas Hospital Authority Board. He is a member of ABI and the 
American and Wichita Bar Associations, and he is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy. 
A former president of the Kansas Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Law Section, Mr. Nazar was also 
a member of the Tenth Circuit Regents of the American College of Bankruptcy from 2001-05 and 
of the board of directors of the American College of Bankruptcy Foundation from 2005-08. He has 
been a trustee of the Kansas Bar Foundation since 2006 and served as its president from 2014-15. 
Mr. Nazar has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy, Creditor-Debtor Rights 
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Law and Business Litigation. He graduated from Boston College and received his J.D. from Wash-
burn University School of Law.

Kevin O’Keefe is CEO and Founder of LexBlog, which serves more than 9,000 blog publishers 
worldwide. A lawyer for 34 years, he previously practiced for 17 years as trial lawyer. As an at-
torney, he was a sustaining member of the Association of Trial Lawyers of America and a board 
member of his state’s trial lawyers association. Mr. O’Keefe’s blog, Real Lawyers Have Blogs, is a 
leading source of information on the use blogging and social media for professional and business 
development.

Jon T. Pearson is an associate with Ballard Spahr LLP in Philadelphia and Las Vegas, where he 
concentrates on representing and advising debtors, secured creditors, DIP lenders, creditors’ com-
mittees, trustees and purchasers in complex chapter 11 reorganization and liquidation proceed-
ings, including prepackaged and pre-negotiated restructurings. He also has significant experience 
litigating complex commercial issues, including contract interference, officer and director liabil-
ity, and contract interpretation and enforcement; fraudulent conveyance and lender-liability cases; 
oppressed and dissenting shareholders actions; creditor remedies; and all aspects of bankruptcy 
litigation. Mr. Pearson is a member of ABI and the American and Clark County Bar Associations, 
as well as the State Bar of Nevada. He was named among “Southern Nevada’s Top 100 Attorneys” 
in Nevada Business magazine’s Legal Elite 2011, as well as named among Mountain States Super 
Lawyers “Rising Stars” 2012 in the area of bankruptcy. Mr. Pearson is admitted to practice in Ne-
vada, New Jersey and Pennsylvania, and before teh U.S. District Courts for the Districts of Nevada 
and New Jersey, and the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, as well as the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Ninth Circuit. He received his B.M. in 2001 from Temple University and his J.D. in 2006 cum 
laude from California Western School of Law, where he was an associate editor of the California 
Western Law Review.

Hon. Pamela Pepper is a U.S. District Court Judge for the Eastern District of Wisconsin in Mil-
waukee, appointed by President Obama in 2014. Previously, she served as a bankruptcy judge for 
the district, initially appointed on July 5, 2005, and named chief judge on July 1, 2010. Prior to her 
appointment, she was with the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Chicago and moved to the Milwaukee U.S. 
Attorney’s Office in 1994. Judge Pepper was previously a solo criminal defense practitioner, repre-
senting clients in federal trial courts and in the Seventh Circuit, as well as in Wisconsin state court. 
She holds a graduate certificate in dispute resolution from Marquette University and has taught 
legal writing and law practice management at Marquette Law School. Judge Pepper is a member 
of the State Bar of Wisconsin, the Association for Women Lawyers, the Seventh Circuit Bar As-
sociation, the American Bar Association, the Eastern District of Wisconsin Bar Association and 
the NACTT Academy for Consumer Bankruptcy Education. Previously, she served on the board 
of Federal Defender Services of Wisconsin and of the Wisconsin State Public Defender. She is a 
former president of the Milwaukee Bar Association, a former chair of the State Bar of Wisconsin’s 
Board of Governors, and an ABI member, for which she served as education director and chair of 
its Consumer Bankruptcy Committee, and currently serves on its board of directors. She is also a 
member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, having served a term as the Seventh 
Circuit representative on its Board of Governors and as secretary for 2013-14. She has also served 
on its national conference education committee, chairing that committee for the 2014 conference in 
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Chicago. Judge Pepper completed two terms as an associate editor of the American Bankruptcy Law 
Journal. She has served on the Human Resources Advisory Council of the Administrative Office 
of U.S. Courts and currently serves on the OSCAR working group for the Administrative Office. 
She also frequently speaks at Federal Judicial Center programs, and is a member of the Center’s 
Bankruptcy Judges’ Education Advisory Group. Judge Pepper is a frequent speaker for bar associa-
tions across the country on such topics as the rules of evidence in bankruptcy, the intersection of 
criminal and bankruptcy law, and litigation skills. She received her undergraduate degree in theater 
from Northwestern University and her J.D. from Cornell Law School, where she was a notes editor 
on the Cornell Law Review and a teaching assistant.

Ronald R. Peterson is a partner with Jenner & Block LLP in Chicago, where he concentrates his 
practice in the areas of commercial, insolvency and bankruptcy law. He is a member of the firm’s 
Bankruptcy, Workout and Corporate Reorganization and Bankruptcy Litigation Practices, and of its 
Real Estate and Construction Litigation and Corporate Finance Practices, as well as its Real Estate 
Finance Litigation and Workout Task Force. A Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy, Mr. 
Peterson focuses primarily on representing debtors, trustees, creditors, committees, landlords and 
secured lenders in chapter 11 cases. He also counsels clients on a variety of transactional issues, 
including corporate restructurings. Since 2003, Chambers & Partners has named him one of the 
country’s leading lawyers in bankruptcy law, and he is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell. Mr. Pe-
terson has been a member of the panel of chapter 7 trustees for the Northern District of Illinois’s 
Eastern Division since 1987 and has presided over numerous complex commercial cases, including 
Stotler & Co., the country’s tenth-largest commodities house, and Lancelot Investment, a $1.7 bil-
lion Ponzi scheme. He has also served as examiner in Robert Lund, a large real estate developer, 
and as chairman of the creditors’ committee in Thomas J. Petters, a $3.5 billion Ponzi scheme. Mr. 
Peterson is a member of ABI, as well as the Business Bankruptcy Committee of the Business Law 
Section and the Bankruptcy Litigation Committee of the Litigation Section of the American Bar 
Association. He is also a director of the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees and a member 
of INSOL (International Association of Restructuring, Insolvency & Bankruptcy Professionals). 
Mr. Peterson is admitted to practice before the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the Third, Sixth, Seventh, 
Eighth and Ninth Circuits, and the U.S. District Courts for the Northern and Central Districts of 
Illinois, the Eastern District of Wisconsin, and the Eastern and Western Districts of Michigan. He 
received his A.B. cum laude in speech and political science from Rippon College in 1970 and his 
J.D. in 1973 from the University of Chicago Law School.

Kathy Bazoian Phelps is a partner in the Los Angeles office of law firm Diamond McCarthy, LLP 
and has been practicing law since 1991. She focuses on bankruptcy law and fraud litigation. Her 
practice includes representing bankruptcy trustees and equity receivers, defendants and investors 
in Ponzi scheme cases. Ms. Phelps practices in the U.S. District Court, U.S. Bankruptcy Court and 
the Superior Court of the State of California. She has spoken and written widely on a broad range 
of fraud and bankruptcy-related matters, and co-authored The Ponzi Book: A Legal Resource for 
Unraveling Ponzi Schemes (LexisNexis® 2012) with Hon. Steven W. Rhodes (ret.). Her other re-
cent publications include Fraud and Forensics: Piercing Through the Deception in a Commercial 
Fraud Case (American Bankruptcy Institute 2015), Ponzi-Proof Your Investments: An Investor’s 
Guide to Avoiding Ponzi Schemes and Other Fraudulent Scams (IRR Publishing 2013), The Depths 
of Deepening Insolvency: Damage Exposure for Officers, Directors and Others (American Bank-
ruptcy Institute 2013) with Jack Williams, and “Equity Receivers and the In Pari Delicto Defense,” 
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The Business Lawyer (American Bar Association, May 2014). Ms. Phelps is a mediator on the 
Bankruptcy Mediation Panel for the Central District of California. She is also a frequent speaker at 
both national and international events, and is frequently called upon to provide quotes and insights 
in Ponzi scheme and fraud cases for print publications such as The Wall Street Journal, Dow Jones 
and the New York Times. Ms. Phelps regularly posts on The Ponzi Scheme Blog, found at www.
theponzischemeblog.com, on newsworthy and legal issues relating to Ponzi schemes. She received 
her B.A. in international relations from Pomona College and her J.D. from University of California, 
Los Angeles in 1991.

John B. Pidcock is a managing director with Conway MacKenzie, Inc. in Dayton, Ohio, and pro-
vides turnaround management services to companies in a variety of industries in crisis situations. 
He has particular expertise in performing post-confirmation debtor work and creditor committee 
representation. Mr. Pidcock has more than 10 years of experience in the restructuring industry and 
has provided a full range of crisis-management services to underperforming companies and their 
constituencies, including interim management and debtor advisory, bankruptcy preparation and 
management, post-merger integration, debt restructuring and refinancing, and post-confirmation 
creditor advisory. Previously, he was a director at Bridge Associates LLC for seven years and a 
manager at Deloitte Consulting for three years. Some of Mr. Pidcock’s recent experience includes, 
among others, providing financial advisory services to the unsecured creditors’ committee of Tar-
pon Industries and Marcal Paper, and managing the post-confirmation winddown of Polaroid Corp. 
He has also provided financial advisory services to other parties such as United Airlines, Roberd’s 
Inc., InaCom Corp. and Spartan Mills, as well as a large health care provider. Mr. Pidcock is mem-
ber of ABI and served on the advisory board for its New York City Bankruptcy Conference and has 
participated in panel discussions on various topics. He is also a member of the Turnaround Manage-
ment Association. Mr. Pidcock received his B.S. from Miami University of Ohio and his M.B.A. 
from Indiana University.

Jeffrey N. Pomerantz is a partner with Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones LLP in Los Angeles, where 
his practice includes representing companies, creditors’ committees and private-equity funds in 
complex in- and out-of-court financial restructurings and merger-and-acquisition transactions. He 
has particular expertise in restructurings in the restaurant and retail sectors, and is generally focused 
on middle-market companies with annual revenues ranging from $50 million to $300 million. Mr. 
Pomerantz also has an active creditors’ committee practice, having represented more than 20 credi-
tors’ committees over the past several years. He is ABI’s Vice President-Education and is the au-
thor of “The Bare Necessities of Critical Vendor Motions—It’s a Jungle Out There,” 13 Journal of 
Bankruptcy Law & Practice (2004), and he has lectured or been a panelist for ABI, the Los Angeles 
Bankruptcy Forum, the Financial Lawyers Conference and the Credit Managers Association. He 
holds an AV Peer rating and was named a “Super Lawyer” in the field of Bankruptcy & Creditor/
Debtor Rights from 2009-12 in Los Angeles magazine. Mr. Pomerantz received both his under-
graduate degree Phi Beta Kappa and his J.D. from New York University, where he was a member 
of the Order of the Coif.

John Rao is an attorney with the National Consumer Law Center, Inc. in Boston, where he focuses 
on consumer credit, mortgage servicing and bankruptcy issues, and he has served as a panelist and 
instructor at numerous bankruptcy and consumer law trainings and conferences. He is a contribut-
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ing author and editor of NCLC’s Consumer Bankruptcy Law and Practice, co-author of NCLC’s 
Foreclosures, and author of Bankruptcy Basics, Guide to Surviving Debt and NCLC Reports: Bank-
ruptcy and Foreclosures Edition. He is also a contributing author to Collier on Bankruptcy and a 
member of its editorial board, as well as a contributing author to the Collier Bankruptcy Practice 
Guide, and has authored articles for the ABI Journal. Mr. Rao served as a member of the federal 
Judicial Conference Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy Rules from 2006-12, appointed by Chief 
Justice John Roberts, and has served as an expert witness and testified before Congress on consum-
er matters. He is a conferee of the National Bankruptcy Conference, a Fellow of the American Col-
lege of Bankruptcy, board member of the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys 
and the National Consumer Bankruptcy Rights Center, and is a former ABI Board member. He has 
also served as an adjunct faculty member at Boston College School of Law. Mr. Rao is a graduate 
of Boston University and received his J.D. from the University of California.

Prof. Nancy B. Rapoport is the acting executive vice president and provost at the University of 
Nevada William S. Boyd School of Law in Las Vegas (her term runs from July 1, 2015-June 30, 
2016), and she is also the Garman Turner Gordon Professor of Law, as well as an affiliate professor 
of business law and ethics at the Lee Business School. She specializes in bankruptcy ethics, eth-
ics in governance, law firm behavior and depiction of lawyers in popular culture. Previously, Prof. 
Rapoport clerked for Hon. Joseph T. Sneed on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, then 
practiced primarily bankruptcy law with Morrison & Forester in San Francisco from 1986-91. She 
began her academic career at Ohio State University College of Law in 1991. She served as dean of 
the University of Nebraska College of Law from 1998-2000, then served as dean and professor of 
law at the University of Houston Law Center from July 2000 to May 2006 and as professor of law 
from June 2006 to June 2007, when she left to join the faculty at Boyd. Prof. Rapoport has taught 
contracts, sales (Article 2), bankruptcy, chapter 11 reorganization, legal writing, contract drafting 
and professional responsibility. She co-authored Enron: Corporate Fiascos and Their Implications 
(Foundation Press, 2004), Enron and Other Corporate Fiascos: The Corporate Scandal Reader 
(Foundation Press 2d ed., 2008) and Law School Survival Manual: From LSAT to Bar Exam (As-
pen Publishers, 2010), and was instrumental in completing the Final Report of the ABI National 
Ethics Task Force. Prof. Rapoport is admitted to the Bars of California, Ohio, Nebraska, Texas and 
Nevada and to the U.S. Supreme Court. In 2001, she was elected to membership in the American 
Law Institute, and in 2002, she received a Distinguished Alumna Award from Rice University. Prof. 
Rapoport received her B.A. summa cum laude from Rice University in 1982 and her J.D. from 
Stanford Law School in 1985.

Patricia A. Redmond is a shareholder in the Bankruptcy and Restructuring Department of the Mi-
ami office of Stearns, Weaver, Miller, Weissler, Alhadeff & Sitterson, P.A. and is a former ABI pres-
ident. She has practiced in the insolvency field in Miami for more than 30 years and has appeared in 
many reorganizations and out-of-court workouts in all industries. Ms. Redmond has represented de-
velopers, financial institutions, public and private owners and distressed-asset purchasers. She has 
particular experience in the representation of creditors’ committees, secured creditors and debtors 
in chapter 11 cases. Ms. Redmond is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and served 
on its Board of Directors (2005-08) and as Secretary. She has been listed in The Best Lawyers in 
America for Bankruptcy Debtor/Creditor Rights since 1995, has been recognized as a Band I attor-
ney by Chambers USA, and has been listed as a top lawyer in the South Florida Legal Guide and in 
Florida Trend magazine’s “Legal Elite.” Ms. Redmond is a member and former director of IWIRC, 
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and received IWIRC’s “Woman of the Year” award in 2013 for Restructuring. In addition, she has 
co-chaired ABI’s Caribbean Insolvency Symposium and has been a member if the advisory board 
of ABI’s Southeast Bankruptcy Workshop. Ms. Redmond is admitted to practice before the Bars of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the state of Florida, and she is an adjunct professor at the 
University of Miami School of Law, where she received its Outstanding Professor Award in 2003 
and 2011 and its Leaders in Law award in 2014. She also founded its Bankruptcy Assistance Clinic 
in 2004. Ms. Redmond received her J.D. in 1979 from the University of Miami.

Eric S. Rein is a partner in the litigation group of Chicago law firm of Horwood Marcus & Berk, 
Chtd. and a member of the Illinois and Florida bars. He concentrates his practice in multijurisdic-
tional litigation, specifically the recovery of foreign claims and assets, and has handled complex 
international banking and fraud matters in more than 40 jurisdictions. He is also well regarded for 
his knowledge of international legal systems, and frequently serves as special counsel to the finan-
cial services industry, corporations, attorneys, accountants, trustees, receivers and high-net-worth 
individuals. In 2014, Mr. Rein was named Asset Recovery Lawyer of the Year by Lawyer Maga-
zine Monthly. He is a frequent blogger on international asset recovery and has authored numerous 
articles on the subject. Mr. Rein is a graduate of Washington University and University of Miami 
School of Law.

Louis E. Robichaux, IV, CFA, CIRA, CTP, CDBV is a principal in the Reorganization Services 
group at Deloitte Transactions and Business Analytics LLP in Dallas. He provides restructuring, 
crisis-management, financial advisory and expert witness services to parties in a variety of dis-
tressed corporate settings, with significant emphasis on the health care industry. Mr. Robichaux 
has worked with hospitals, HMOs/managed-care organizations, outpatient rehabilitation, indepen-
dent physician practice associations, physician practice management companies, dental/orthodontic 
practice management companies, ambulatory care clinics, skilled-nursing care, home health care/
home DME and institutional pharmacies. Prior to joining Deloitte, Mr. Robichaux was a co-manag-
ing member and managing director of a boutique crisis-management and restructuring firm, as well 
as a senior restructuring practitioner at a large professional services firm and a Big 4 accounting/
consulting firm. He also worked in the health care industry as a senior financial and operational ana-
lyst for Kaiser Permanente, as well as various management positions in the long-term care industry. 
Mr. Robichaux is a past president of the Dallas/Fort Worth Chapter of the Turnaround Management 
Association and is a member of ABI. He received his B.B.A. from Austin Peay State University and 
his M.B.A. in research and statistics from Texas A&M University Mays Business School.

Rebecca A. Roof, CPA, CIRA, CMA is a managing director with AlixPartners LLP in New York 
and has led numerous engagements requiring difficult and rapid actions in the areas of aggressive 
cash management, liquidity stabilization, cost reductions, business plan development and mea-
surement, asset sales, strengthening of finance and public reporting functions, lender, customer 
and creditor negotiations, and complex out-of-court and in-court restructurings. She has provided 
advisory services to underperforming companies in a broad array of industries, including explora-
tion and production and oilfield services, technology, health care, pharmaceutical, hospital, retail, 
consumer, homebuilding, automotive, energy services, grocery, manufacturing, machining and dis-
tribution. Ms. Roof was named a “Women Leader in Consulting” by Consulting Magazine in 2013 
and she received the Turnaround of the Year Award from Turnaround Management Association in 



American Bankruptcy Institute

977

2014 for her work at Kodak. She is a frequent industry speaker and lecturer at various universities, 
sits on the advisory board of Texas Wall Street Women, and is past-treasurer and a past member of 
ABI’s Executive Committee. She also co-chaired the Finance Subcommittee of ABI’s Commission 
to Study the Reform of Chapter 11. Ms. Roof is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy 
and a member of the Turnaround Management Association and the American Institute of Certified 
Public Accountants. She graduated from Trinity University with a B.S. in business administration 
and a B.A. in geology.

Andrea B. Schwartz is a trial attorney with the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of the U.S. 
Trustee in the Southern District of New York in New York. She has represented the U.S. Trustee 
in all aspects of chapter 11 case administration, including in high-profile cases such as Lehman 
Brothers, Energy Future Holdings and Patriot Coal Corp. As part of the U.S. Trustee Program, she 
has represented the U.S. Trustee in other districts, including Delaware, litigated contested matters 
and conducted trials, liaised with other governmental agencies and overseen chapter 7 cases. Prior 
to joining the DOJ in 2009, Ms. Schwartz was a litigator in private practice for 16 years, associ-
ated with such international and AmLaw 200 firms as Norton Rose Fulbright LLP and Lowenstein 
Sandler LLP. A long-time member of the ABI, Ms. Schwartz served as a member of the ABI’s Ci-
vility Task Force and as membership director of its Bankruptcy Litigation Committee. She has also 
been on the faculty of the ABI’s Litigation Skills Symposium. Ms. Schwartz has published many 
scholarly articles and is a lecturer at conferences and law schools. She received her combined B.A. 
and M.S. in 1984 from Rutgers University and her J.D. from Seton Hall University School of Law 
in 1993.

Lisa M. Schweitzer is a partner in the New York office of Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP, 
where her practice focuses on financial restructuring, bankruptcy, insolvency and commercial liti-
gation. She has extensive experience representing corporate debtors, individual creditors and strate-
gic investors, as well as creditor committees in both U.S. chapter 11 proceedings and restructurings 
in other jurisdictions in North America, Europe and Asia. Ms. Schweitzer was honored as a “Deal-
maker of the Year” and as a “Dealmaker in the Spotlight” in 2011 and 2012 by The American Law-
yer. She is recognized as a leading bankruptcy and restructuring lawyer by Chambers USA, The Le-
gal 500 U.S., IFLR1000: The Guide to the World’s Leading Financial Law Firms, The International 
Who’s Who of Business Lawyers and The International Who’s Who of Insolvency & Restructuring 
Lawyers. Additionally, Ms. Schweitzer was shortlisted for Euromoney’s LMG Americas Women 
in Business Law Awards in 2013 and 2014 for insolvency and restructuring. Ms. Schweitzer has 
advised clients in some of the most high-profile bankruptcy and related litigation matters in recent 
years. She is currently lead U.S. restructuring counsel to Nortel Networks Inc. and affiliates in their 
U.S. chapter 11 proceedings, and she recently represented Alsacia and Express, Chilean bus compa-
nies, in their successful restructuring through a pre-packaged chapter 11 proceeding in the Southern 
District of New York. She also represented Barclays Capital on its acquisition of Lehman Broth-
ers’ North American investment banking and capital markets assets, and a $450 million debtor-in-
possession financing facility provided to Lehman. In addition, she counseled prominent financial 
institutions during the subprime crisis. Ms. Schweitzer received her undergraduate degree magna 
cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa from the University of Pennsylvania and her J.D. magna cum laude 
from New York University School of Law, where she was elected to the Order of the Coif.
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Bradley D. Sharp is senior vice president with the Los Angeles office of Development Specialists, 
Inc. and has more than 20 years of experience providing crisis-management, financial advisory and 
third-party fiduciary services. He has advised and operated companies in numerous industries in-
cluding consumer finance, real estate development, high-tech, manufacturing, food and agriculture. 
Mr. Sharp has served as chief restructuring officer as well as trustee under chapters 7 and 11, and 
post-confirmation. He is also an expert witness with respect to fiduciary duties, banking, finance 
and securitizations. Mr. Sharp has co-chaired ABI’s Business Reorganization Committee. Prior to 
joining DSI, he was a vice president and senior commercial loan collection officer with Bank of 
America, NT&SA. Mr. Sharp received his B.S. in accounting with an emphasis in business com-
puter information systems from Mesa College in Grand Junction, Colo.

James Patrick Shea is a partner with Armstrong Teasdale LLP in Las Vegas, where he focuses 
on advising financial institutions, landlords, vendors and other creditors in business bankruptcy 
proceedings. He has represented numerous hotel casino properties, guides creditors in all aspects 
of litigation relating to the debtor-creditor relationship, and assists in protecting and enforcing their 
rights, interests and remedies, both inside and outside of insolvency proceedings, including reorga-
nizations, liquidations and informal out-of-court workouts. An ABI member since 1988 and ABI’s 
current president, he is formerly ABI’s Vice President-Communication & Information Technology 
and the founding chair of ABI’s former subcommittee on Gaming Insolvencies and Reorganiza-
tions. He also chairs ABI’s Civility Task Force and is a former program chair of ABI’s Southwest 
Bankruptcy Conference. Mr. Shea is past chair and current vice chair of the State Bar of Nevada’s 
Bankruptcy Law Section, a member of the State Bar of Nevada’s Civility Task Force, chair of the 
advisory committee of the Southern Nevada Association of Bankruptcy Attorneys, a Ninth Circuit 
Lawyer Representative for the District of Nevada, and a member of the Ninth Circuit LRCC and 
Conference Planning Committee. He is A-V rated by Martindale-Hubbell and is consistently listed 
in The Best Lawyers in America and as a Mountain West Super Lawyer. Mr. Shea received both his 
undergraduate degree and his J.D. from the University of Arizona, where he received the chairman-
ship to the Moot Court Board and the Mitchell C. Nelson Award for legal scholarship.

Steven D. Simms is a senior managing director at FTI Consulting, Inc. in New York and has been 
involved in engagements to assist clients with financial restructurings, mergers, acquisitions, debt 
and equity financings, strategic planning and business valuation. He has served clients in a variety 
of industries, including retail, consumer products, restaurant, energy and general manufacturing. 
His experience includes A&P, Advantica Restaurant Group, AMF Bowling, Avado Brands, Bally 
Total Fitness, Bear Island, BI-LO, Blockbuster, Boston Chicken, Buffets, Caesars Entertainment, 
Calpine, Cengage, Chemtura, Chi-Chi’s, Delta Petroleum, Energy Future Holdings, Fleming Cos., 
Fox & Hound, Fresh & Easy, Friendly’s, Fuddruckers, General Growth Properties, Getty Petro-
leum, Hawker Beechcraft, Interstate Bakeries and Lifecare Holdings. Prior to joining FTI Consult-
ing, Mr. Simms was a managing director with the Ernst & Young Corporate Finance practice and 
worked in the Middle Market Banking Division of a New York-based money center bank, providing 
financing to companies in various industries for acquisitions recapitalizations capital expansion and 
internal growth. Most recently, he was recognized as one of Turnarounds & Workouts’ “People to 
Watch in 2014” for his creditor rights expertise, and he previously held NASD-registered licenses 
7, 24 and 63 with Ernst & Young Corporate Finance from 2001-04. Mr. Simms received his B.S. in 
consumer economics from Cornell University and his M.B.A. in finance from the Stern School of 
Business at New York University.
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Jeffrey M. Sklarz is a founding member of Green & Sklarz LLC in New Haven, Conn., where he 
focuses his practice on representing businesses and individuals with complex financial litigation 
needs, including bankruptcy/bankruptcy litigation, creditor/debtor litigation, tax litigation, pension 
and employee benefit litigation, and commercial litigation. He regularly tries cases and appeals 
before Connecticut’s state and federal courts, and has particular experience regarding the interplay 
between bankruptcy and tax law. Mr. Sklarz is a 2005 recipient of the Connecticut Law Tribune’s 
New Leaders of the Law Award (Overall Achievement, Fairfield County), has been listed in New 
England Super Lawyers for Business Litigation since 2010, and was named a Fellow of the Ameri-
can Bar Association’s Business Law Section from 2011-13). In 2015, he was elected as a Fellow of 
the American College of Tax Counsel. Mr. Sklarz co-chairs ABI’s Bankruptcy Taxation Commit-
tee and chairs the Government Powers Subcommittee of the American Bar Association’s Business 
Law Section and Business Bankruptcy Committee. He is a frequent writer and lecturer on topics 
involving bankruptcy, tax litigation and commercial litigation. Mr. Sklarz received his B.A. in gov-
ernment from Colby College, his J.D. from the University of Connecticut School of Law and his 
LL.M. in taxation from Boston University’s Graduate Tax Program.

Joseph H. Smolinsky is a partner in Weil, Gotdshal & Manges LLP’s Business Finance and Re-
structuring Department in New York, where he focuses his practice on providing restructuring 
advice and strategy to borrowers, lenders, investors and creditors. He regularly represents corpora-
tions seeking to reorganize under chapter 11, including General Motors in its historic chapter 11 
case, Reader’s Digest Association, AES Eastern Energy LLC, UNO Restaurants Corp., Harvard 
Industries, Inc., Jazztel plc, Magnesium Corporation of America, Grupo Acerero del Norte, S.A. de 
C.V., Canfibre of Riverside, Inc., Custom Shops Corp., Capital Gaming, Inc., General Rental, Inc., 
Orange County, California, Qualis Care LP, Days Inns of America, Inc. and Orion Pictures Corp. 
Mr. Smolinsky also maintains a robust lender practice, representing agents and lenders in such mat-
ters as Patriot Coal Corp., Northeast Parkway, Nautilus Shipping, Excel Shipping, TBS Shipping, 
CIT Group, Inc., FGIC, Tousa, Inc., Calpine Corp., New Century Mortgage Corp., MoneyGram, 
Tyco, Ciena Capital, Mirant Corp., Environmental Systems Products and Androscoggin Energy. 
Recently, he has been very involved in the oil & gas and mining sectors, representing debtors in 
out-of-court workouts and ad hoc groups of lenders in situations such as Energy & Exploration 
Partners and Magnum Hunter Resources, among others. Mr. Smolinsky is highly ranked in the 
field of Bankruptcy/Restructuring by Chambers USA and The Best Lawyers in America. He is also 
a widely published author and frequent speaker on myriad restructuring topics. Mr. Smolinsky is a 
member of ABI and the Turnaround Management Association, and he is a director of the Brooklyn 
Law School Alumni Association. He received his B.A. in 1985 from the State University of New 
York at Binghamton and his J.D. in 1988 from Brooklyn Law School.

Danielle Spinelli is vice-chair of the Appellate and Supreme Court Litigation group at WilmerHale 
in Washington, D.C. Her practice includes advocacy in the Supreme Court and courts of appeals, 
and in trial-level matters involving complex legal questions, with a particular emphasis on matters 
involving bankruptcy, administrative law, constitutional law, criminal law and procedure, and fed-
eral Indian law. Ms. Spinelli has argued before the Supreme Court four times, in Bank of America 
v. Caulkett, Clark v. Rameker, United States v. Tohono O’odham Nation and Rothgery v. Gillespie 
County. She also represented the prevailing parties in Stern v. Marshall, Schwab v. Riley,  Hall v. 
Florida and Roper v. Simmons. In addition, she has represented parties or amicii in many other Su-
preme Court cases, including the bankruptcy cases Wellness Int’l Network Ltd. v. Sharif, Executive 
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Benefits, Inc. v. Arkison, Law v. Siegel, RadLAX Gateway Hotel v. Amalgamated Bank, Marrama v. 
Citizens Bank, Marshall v. Marshall and Rousey v. Jacoway, and she has successfully briefed and 
argued many bankruptcy appeals in the courts of appeals. Ms. Spinelli regularly speaks and writes 
on issues relating to bankruptcy law and Supreme Court and appellate practice. She received her 
J.D. from Harvard Law School, and subsequently clerked for Hon. Guido Calabresi on the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit and for Justice Stephen Breyer on the U.S. Supreme Court.

Hon. Elizabeth S. Stong has served as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of New 
York in Brooklyn since 2003. Prior to her appointment the bench, she was a litigation partner and 
associate at Willkie Farr & Gallagher in New York, an associate at Cravath, Swaine & Moore, and 
law clerk to Hon. A. David Mazzone, U.S. District Judge in the District of Massachusetts. Judge 
Stong is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations and the Council and Membership Com-
mittee of the American Law Institute, is trustee and executive committee member of the Practising 
Law Institute, is a member of the board and co-chair of the UNCITRAL Relations Committee of 
the International Insolvency Institute, and is a board member of P.R.I.M.E. Finance. She is also a 
member of the board of the Harvard Law School Association of New York City, co-chairs the New 
York Fellows of the American Bar Foundation, serves on the ABA Standing Committee on Pro 
Bono and Public Service, represents the ABA’s National Conference of Federal Trial Judges in the 
ABA House of Delegates, and is a member of the Council of the ABA Business Law Section. Judge 
Stong is an adjunct professor at Brooklyn Law School and St. John’s University School of Law,  
and has trained judges in North Africa, the Middle East and the Arabian Peninsula as an expert 
with the World Bank, the International Finance Corporation and the U.S. Department of Commerce 
Commercial Law Development Program. She has also led judicial workshops in Cambodia, Bra-
zil, Argentina and Chile. Judge Stong is an elected member of the European Law Institute and an 
Adviser to the ELI-UNIDROIT Principles of Transnational Civil Procedure project. She previously 
served as president of the Harvard Law School Association, chair of the International Judicial Rela-
tions Committee of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, vice president of the Federal 
Bar Council, vice president of the board of directors of New York City Bar Fund Inc. and the City 
Bar Justice Center, chair of the New York City Bar’s Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee 
and vice chair of its Judiciary Committee, and an officer of the ABA Business Law Section. She 
was also a member of the board of MFY Legal Services, Inc., one of the largest providers of free 
civil legal services to low-income residents of New York City, and served on the ABA’s Standing 
Committee on the American Judicial System, Standing Committee on Continuing Legal Education, 
Commission on Women in the Profession, and Commission on Homelessness and Poverty. Judge 
Stong has received the Brooklyn Bar Association’s Freda Nisnewitz Award for Pro Bono Service, 
the New York Institute of Credit’s Hon. Cecelia H. Goetz Award, the ABA Business Law Section’s 
Glass Cutter Award, and the MFY Legal Services Scales of Justice Award, among other recogni-
tions. She received her A.B. magna cum laude from Harvard University and her J.D. from Harvard 
Law School.

Rachel C. Strickland is a partner in the Business Reorganization and Restructuring Department 
of Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP in New York, where she focuses on advising distressed compa-
nies in complex chapter 11 cases and out-of-court restructurings. She also advises financial and 
strategic investors looking to maximize recoveries or acquire a distressed target. Ms. Strickland 
represents debtors in large, complex, chapter 11 cases and out-of-court restructurings. Her clients 
have included Broadview Networks, Inc., Rural/Metro Corp., LandAmerica Financial Group, Inc., 
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Journal Register Co., Ampex Corp., International Outsourcing Services, Teksid Aluminum, Adel-
phia Communications, Verestar, Inc., Mosler, Inc., Hechinger Investment Company, The Multicare 
Cos., AMF Bowling Worldwide and USinternetworking. Ms. Strickland regularly represents hedge 
funds and private-equity firms, such as Appaloosa Investment L.P., Senator Investment Group, 
Pardus Capital Management, Caspian Capital, Barclays Capital, Royal Bank of Scotland, Citadel 
Investment Group, Greywolf Capital Management, Genii Capital and Twin Haven Capital, in their 
capacities as investors, lenders and creditors of distressed entities. She also represents creditors 
and other stakeholders, investors, acquirers and lenders in chapter 11 cases and non-judicial re-
structuring matters; such clients have included American Express, CMA CGM, Fortent, Inc., Space 
Systems Loral, AFA Polytek, Fidelity National Financial and Donald J. Trump. Ms. Strickland is 
ranked as a leading Bankruptcy and Restructuring Law practitioner in New York by Chambers USA 
(2009-15). She was also the subject of a 2010 article in The Deal entitled “Dynamism of Bankrupt-
cy” and was named one of Turnarounds & Workouts magazine’s “Outstanding Young Restructuring 
Lawyers” in 2013, 2012, 2010 and 2006. In 2015, the magazine also recognized her for her lead role 
representing the debtors in the precedent-setting restructuring of Momentive Performance Materi-
als, which was featured on the publication’s listing of the most successful restructurings of 2014. 
Ms. Strickland received her B.A. in 1994 from Michigan State University and her J.D. in 1998 from 
New York University School of Law.

Jane Sullivan is an executive vice president of Epiq Systems Inc.’s corporate restructuring division 
in New York, where she oversees development and implementation of the solicitation procedures 
that are used in cases with public securities and special balloting needs. She has more than 24 years’ 
experience in bankruptcy balloting and restructuring projects and has been involved in some of the 
most complex bankruptcy cases ever filed, as well as many international cases. Ms. Sullivan has 
worked on more than 200 bankruptcy solicitations, including many with a high volume of public 
securities, such as Charter Communications, Delphi, Energy Future, Enron, Lehman, Motors Liqui-
dation, Pacific Gas & Electric, and WorldCom. Previously, Ms. Sullivan was a practice director for 
Innisfree M&A Incorporated’s bankruptcy specialty practice. She was also a senior vice president 
at Hill and Knowlton for 12 years and assistant vice president of The Altman Group for three years, 
where she specialized in bankruptcy solicitations and additional restructuring assignments for both 
companies. Ms. Sullivan helped to develop solicitation procedures for cases in the early 1990s that 
continue to be widely used today. She is a member of ABI and the International Women’s Insol-
vency and Restructuring Confederation.

Dr. Annerose Tashiro is head of Schultze & Braun GmbH’s Cross-Border Restructurings and In-
solvencies Group in Achern, Germany, and is an attorney and advises in corporate recovery situ-
ations. She provides support in foreign matters for German insolvency administrators and con-
sulting services for foreign office holders on German matters helping to recover, defend and pursue 
the interests of the insolvency estate. Predominantly, she assists foreign creditors to secure and 
pursue their legal and economic interest in German insolvency proceedings and investors on the 
acquisition out of German distressed or insolvency situations. Ms. Tashiro’s recent reorganization 
mandates include advice for officeholders of a refinery group, a gas pipeline project company and 
renewable energy companies, and advice to an international banking consortium regarding a con-
struction PPP, financial creditors in bank insolvencies, restructuring of a machinery company and 
investor consulting for supported MBO and for the purchase of a software company. She also has 
significant experience in representing officeholders in international fraud insolvency cases, and 



2016 ANNUAL SPRING MEETING

982

German banks frequently ask for her help when creating and pursuing collateral on foreign assets. 
Ms. Tashiro is the joint chief editor of turnaround magazine Eurofenix and a board member of ABI 
and IWIRC, as well as a member of INSOL. She is also a frequent speaker and lecturer on insolven-
cy law, including the course on international insolvency law for certified insolvency law specialists, 
and has published many articles and books. Ms. Tashiro received her Ph.D. from the University of 
Düsseldorf and Keio University in Tokyo.

Troy T. Taylor, CPA is the founder and president of Algon Group LLC in Atlanta. He has 25 years 
of experience in investment banking, restructuring (both in chapter 11 and out of court) and senior 
management, and has served as CRO, CEO and officer or lead financial advisor in a broad range of 
industries, including manufacturing, distribution, hospitality, real estate and retail. He has also been 
an investor in more than 20 private companies and has served on the boards of numerous public 
and private companies. In addition, he is experienced in managing complex litigation, as well as in 
providing expert witness testimony and litigation support. Mr. Taylor’s clients have included high-
profile chairmen of publicly traded companies, as well as high-net-worth individuals and families. 
Previously, Mr. Taylor was formerly President of GMA Partners, Inc. and was a managing director 
of KPMG Peat Marwick LLP, where he was responsible for the firm’s corporate finance activities 
in the Southeastern United States and a part of Latin America. He also held investment banking po-
sitions with Oppenheimer & Co., Morgan Keegan & Co. and Thomson McKinnon Securities, Inc. 
Mr. Taylor is a Sustaining Member of ABI and received his M.B.A. and his B.S. cum laude from 
the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania.

John F. Theil is the lead attorney over the Bankruptcy Group at Stuart Maue in Bridgeton, Mo., 
which has been an active fee examiner for bankruptcy courts since 1992. A former U.S. Marine, he 
has more than 12 years of sophisticated bankruptcy and commercial litigation experience, and he 
directs the company’s role as fee examiner or similar roles in complex chapter 11 cases, including 
Tribune, Revstone Industries, DELTA Petroleum, Catholic Diocese of Wilmington, Kmart, Winn-
Dixie, Montgomery Ward, AMR (American Airlines) and Motors Liquidation (GM).

Hon. Deborah L. Thorne is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois in Chica-
go, appointed on Oct. 22, 2015. She is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and is also 
ABI’s Vice President-Communication and Information Technology. Previously, Judge Thorne was 
a partner with Barnes & Thornburg LLP in Chicago. She has represented middle-market debtors, as 
well as vendors in bankruptcy proceedings throughout the country. She also served as a federal eq-
uity receiver in cases involving commodity fraud in the Northern District of Illinois. Judge Thorne 
is a past chair of the Chicago Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Committee and the Seventh Circuit 
Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Committee. She authored ABI’s Preference Defense Handbook, The 
Circuits Compared and is one of the authors of ABI’s Interrupted! Understanding Bankruptcy’s 
Effects on Manufacturing Supply Chains. In addition, she has been included in The Best Lawyers 
in America in the area of bankruptcy and creditor-debtor rights law, was recognized as a Leading 
Lawyer in Illinois and has been recognized by Illinois Super Lawyers every year since 2003. Judge 
Thorne received her B.A. from Macalester College, her M.A.T. from Duke University and her J.D. 
with honors from Illinois Institute of Technology Chicago-Kent College of Law.
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Hon. Thomas A. Waldrep, Jr. is an equity partner with Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, LLP 
in Winston-Salem, N.C., where he practices business bankruptcy and regularly represents secured 
creditors, debtors, committees and trustees. He also served a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Middle 
District of North Carolina for nine years. Mr. Waldrep’s has had experience in the health care in-
dustry since the 1990s. He has served as debtor’s counsel for numerous ALFs and nursing homes, 
litigated with the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, and served as buyer’s counsel for the 
purchase of ALFs, nursing homes and hospitals out of bankruptcy. While on the bench, he presided 
over several cases involving ALFs, nursing homes and home health care companies. He currently 
represents one of the largest health care companies in the country. Mr. Waldrep is a member of ABI, 
the National Association of Federal Equity Receivers and the Turnaround Management Associa-
tion. He has served the North Carolina Bar Association in several different capacities, including as 
chair of its Bankruptcy Section and as a member of its board of governors. Mr. Waldrep is a fre-
quent lecturer at continuing legal education seminars and law schools, and has written several law 
journal articles on insolvency issues. He received his B.A. from Purdue University in 1979 and his 
J.D. from the Indiana University School of Law in 1983, where he served as managing editor of the 
Indiana Law Journal.

Hon. Mary F. Walrath is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Delaware in Wilmington, 
appointed in 1998. She served as Chief Bankruptcy Judge from 2003-08. Judge Walrath previously 
clerked for Hon. Emil F. Goldhaber, Chief Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Pennsylva-
nia, and was an attorney at Clark Ladner Fortenbaugh & Young in Philadelphia, concentrating in the 
areas of debtor/creditor rights and commercial litigation. In addition to speaking at numerous bank-
ruptcy educational programs and panels throughout the country, Judge Walrath is a member and co-
president of the Delaware Bankruptcy American Inn of Court, a member of the Delaware Chapter 
of the International Women’s Insolvency and Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC), a member of 
ABI and a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy. She is also an editor of the Rutter Group 
Bankruptcy Practice Guide and an adjunct professor at St. John’s University School of Law. Judge 
Walrath is active in the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, having served on its Board of 
Governors from 2007-12, as secretary from 2013-14, and as chair of its Education Committee from 
2014-15. She is currently NCBJ’s president-elect, and served as an associate editor and then busi-
ness manager of the American Bankruptcy Law Journal from 2009-15. Judge Walrath received her 
A.B. in history from Princeton University and earned her J.D. cum laude from Villanova University, 
where she was a member of the Villanova Law Review and was awarded the Order of the Coif.

Hon. Eugene R. Wedoff is a retired U.S. Bankruptcy Judge in the Northern District of Illinois in 
Chicago, having served from 1987-2015 and as Chief Judge from 2002-07. He presided over the 
chapter 11 reorganization of United Air Lines. Judge Wedoff was a member of the Advisory Com-
mittee on Bankruptcy Rules from 2004-14 and served as its chair after 2010. Previously, he was 
a partner and member of the executive committee at the Chicago law firm of Jenner & Block. As 
co-chair of ABI’s Consumer Bankruptcy Committee, he prepared analyses of bankruptcy reform 
legislation and testified before the House Subcommittee on Commercial & Administrative Law. 
For his work in this area, Judge Wedoff received a special award from ABI. Judge Wedoff was the 
president of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges in 2013 and 2014. He also served as a 
member of the NCBJ’s Board of Governors, as its secretary, and as chair of its education commit-
tee. Judge Wedoff is a member of ABI and serving on its Executive Committee. He is a Fellow of 
the American College of Bankruptcy and a member of the National Bankruptcy Conference. Judge 
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Wedoff is the author of the chapter on professional employment in Queenan, Hendel and Hillinger, 
Chapter 11 Theory and Practice (LRP Publications 1994), and has been an associate editor of the 
American Bankruptcy Law Journal. He is a frequent lecturer and has served as a member of the 
Federal Judicial Center’s Committee on Bankruptcy Judge Education. In 2009, he received the 
Lawrence P. King Award from the Commercial Law League, and in 1995, he received the Excel-
lence in Education Award from NCBJ. Judge Wedoff graduated from the college and law school of 
the University of Chicago.

Brent I. Weisenberg is Of Counsel with Ballard Spahr LLP in New York, where he focuses on 
advising companies, lenders, acquirers, official and unofficial committees, secured and unsecured 
creditors, landlords and other parties in chapter 11 cases and out-of-court debt restructurings across 
a wide array of industries, including real estate, construction, hospitality, telecommunications, re-
tail, manufacturing and technology. He is often called upon to assist clients in the purchase and sale 
of distressed assets, the prosecution and resolution of bankruptcy-related litigation, and the nego-
tiation and implementation of distressed commercial transactions. In 2014, Mr. Weisenberg was 
named one of the “Top 40 Under 40 Bankruptcy Lawyers in New York” by the American Society of 
Legal Advocates (ASLA), and he was recognized as a “New York Metro Rising Star” by New York 
Super Lawyers magazine in 2013, 2014 and 2015. He is a member of the Turnaround Management 
Association and its Education Oversight Committee, as well as ABI, for which he serves as co-
chair of its Unsecured Trade Creditors Committee. Mr. Weisenberg received his B.A. with honors 
in 1998 from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, where he was a member of Phi Beta Kappa and 
the Golden Key National Honor Society, and his J.D. cum laude in 2001 from Boston University 
School of Law.

Edward S. Weisfelner is the head of Brown Rudnick LLP’s Bankruptcy and Corporate Restructur-
ing Practice Group in New York and is a member of the firm’s Management Committee. He has 
more than 30 years of experience representing official and ad hoc creditors’ committees and equity-
holders’ committees, individual creditors, indenture trustees, equity-holders and other parties in 
many of the nation’s largest in- and out-of-court restructurings. He also regularly represents buyers 
of assets and claims in chapter 11 proceedings, and has served as a court-appointed mediator and 
examiner. A frequent lecturer in the areas of bankruptcy and corporate restructuring, Mr. Weisfelner 
is a five-time recipient of the “Outstanding Restructuring Lawyers” award from Turnarounds & 
Workouts, and has been recognized as a top restructuring attorney in the Eleventh Edition of The 
K&A Restructuring Register and in Chambers USA and The Best Lawyers in America. He was 
also recently honored by the UJA-Federation of New York Bankruptcy and Reorganization Group 
with the 2015 Professor Lawrence P. King Award. Mr. Weisfelner is a member of ABI, the New 
York and American Bar Associations and the Turnaround Management Association. He received 
his B.A. from New York University Washington College and his J.D. with honors from Brooklyn 
Law School, where he was senior editor of the Brooklyn Law Review.

Prof. Jack F. Williams is a tenured full professor at Georgia State University College of Law and 
the Center for Middle East Studies in Atlanta, where he teaches and/or conducts research in the 
areas of bankruptcy and business reorganizations, mergers and acquisitions, forensic accounting, 
commercial law and damages models, corporate finance, capital markets, fraud and anti-corruption, 
Islamic banking and finance, taxation, public finance, and law and statistics. He is also a principal 
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in the Restructuring, Disputes & Valuation Advisory Services Group with Baker Tilly Virchow and 
Krause, LLP. Prof. Williams is the Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors Scholar 
in Residence and served as the inaugural Robert M. Zinman American Bankruptcy Institute (ABI) 
Scholar in Residence in 2001, returning to that post in 2008. In 2009, ABI recognized him with its 
Annual Service Award, which honors the ABI member whose contributions have been extraordi-
nary. He is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and serves on the board of the Depart-
ment of Human Services for the State of Georgia. Prof. Williams received his B.A. in economics 
from the University of Oklahoma, his J.D. from George Washington University of Law with high 
honors, where he was also a member of the Order of the Coif, and his Ph.D. in archaeology from 
the University of Leicester.

R. Scott Williams is a partner with Rumberger, Kirk & Caldwell, PC in Birmingham, Ala., where 
he concentrates his practice in bankruptcy, reorganization and creditors’ rights and commercial liti-
gation. He represents creditors and debtors in complex bankruptcy matters and has substantial ex-
perience in handling complex commercial litigation cases. Mr. Williams is active in the bankruptcy 
bar on both local and national levels. He currently serves as ABI’s Vice-President-Membership and 
as co-chair of ABI’s Litigation Skills Symposium. In addition, he served a term as president of the 
Bankruptcy Section of the Birmingham Bar Association. Mr. Williams is a frequent lecturer and 
author on bankruptcy and commercial law topics. He served as a contributing editor to Collier on 
Bankruptcy, and co-authored Bankruptcy Litigation Manual: What Civil Litigators Need to Know 
(American Bankruptcy Institute 2007). From 1988-92, he served as counsel to Sen. Howell T. Hef-
lin on the U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee’s Subcommittee on Courts and Administrative Practice, 
and also served as legislative liaison to the Federal Courts Study Committee from 1989-90. While 
serving with Sen. Heflin, Mr. Williams played a significant role in drafting the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code amendments that were enacted in 1995. He was a law clerk to U.S. District Judge Sharon 
Lovelace Blackburn of the Northern District of Alabama from 1992-93, and is active in the bank-
ruptcy bar on the local and national levels. Mr. Williams received his B.A. from the University of 
Illinois in 1985 and his J.D. from the University of Alabama in 1988, where he was an editor of the 
Journal of the Legal Profession.

Scott A. Wolfson is an attorney at Wolfson Bolton PLLC in Troy, Mich., where he focuses on 
bankruptcy and insolvency law, debtors’ and creditors’ rights, commercial litigation and work-
outs. His clients include original equipment manufacturers, tier one and sub-tier suppliers, trade 
creditors, distressed companies, debtors, trustees, receivers, lenders and other secured creditors, 
landlords, tenants, asset-purchasers, lessors, preference and fraudulent transfer defendants and un-
secured creditors’ committees Mr. Wolfson has extensive experience representing original equip-
ment manufacturers and suppliers, including ensuring the continuity of supply from nonperform-
ing, financially distressed or bankrupt suppliers. His expertise is in representing customers in the 
enforcement of their contract rights with suppliers in both state and federal courts. Mr. Wolfson has 
extensive experience litigating lien disputes under Michigan’s Special Tools Lien Act and Molder’s 
Lien Act. He advises secured creditors in all aspects of loan workouts and restructurings, including 
creditors’ rights representation, and represents financially distressed companies restructuring in and 
out of court. He also represents purchasers of assets in bankruptcy and similar state court proceed-
ings, including litigation of sale procedures and disputes. Mr. Wolfson is a certified mediator and 
has mediated preference, fraudulent conveyance and commercial disputes, members of boards of 
directors, and corporate officers in breach-of-fiduciary-duty and derivative litigation. He also has 
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criminal jury trial experience as defense counsel and as a former prosecutor for the Keweenaw Bay 
Indian Community. Mr. Wolfson received his B.A. from Michigan State University’s James Madi-
son College in 1992 and his J.D. cum laude from the University of Minnesota Law School in 1995, 
where he was a managing editor of the Law and Inequity Journal.

Gonzalo S. Zeballos is a partner in the New York office of BakerHostetler, where he focuses 
his practice on multinational dispute resolution (mediation, arbitration or litigation) and provides 
preemptive and transactional advice. He also has extensive experience in multinational discovery. 
Mr. Zeballos recently oversaw the publication of BakerHostetler’s International Compendium of 
Data Privacy Laws. In connection with BakerHostetler’s data privacy practice, he has also advised 
clients on multinational data breaches involving several jurisdictions around the world. Previously, 
he was assistant general counsel to American International Group Inc. Mr. Zeballos is admitted to 
practice before the U.S. District Courts for the Southern and Eastern Districts of New York and is 
listed as a New York “Super Lawyer” in International Law for 2011 and 2013-15. He also received 
the New York State Bar Association’s Empire State Counsel Award. Mr. Zeballos is a member of 
the International, American, New York State, New York City and Hispanic National Bar Associa-
tions. Mr. Zeballos received his B.A. in 1992 in English from the College of Holy Cross, where he 
was in the College Honors Program; two M.A.s in 1994 and 1997 in Latin American studies and 
history, respectively; and his J.D. in from Columbia University School of Law, where he was senior 
editor of the Columbia Law Review.

Hon. Gregg W. Zive was sworn in as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Nevada in Reno 
on Jan. 23, 1995, and was reappointed in 2009. He served as Chief Judge from 1999-2008 and 
chaired the Ninth Circuit Conference of Chief Bankruptcy Judges from 2005-06. He retired in 2010 
and has been recalled on a full-time basis since 2011. Previously, Judge Zive practiced as a general 
civil litigator, concentrating in the areas of commercial, contract, real property and employment-
relations law. He is admitted to the Bars of California (1973) and Nevada (1976) and to the Bar of 
the U.S. Supreme Court. Judge Zive is a past president of the National Conference of Bankruptcy 
Judges, a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy (inducted in 2005) and Master Emeritus of 
the Bruce R. Thompson Chapter of the American Inns of Court. He is also a member of the Washoe 
County Bar Association (for which he served as president from 1992-93), the Nevada State-Federal 
Judicial Council and the State Bar of Nevada Advisory Commission on Law Related Education. He 
has also been a member of the Ninth Circuit Public Information and Community Outreach Com-
mittee and the Ninth Circuit Standing Committee on ADR. A former ABI Board member, he is an 
adjunct professor at the University of Nevada Las Vegas Boyd School of Law, and has been a pre-
senter at numerous seminars regarding various bankruptcy-related topics as well as civil procedure, 
evidence, real property, employment law and trial techniques. Judge Zive received his B.A. in jour-
nalism from the University of Nevada in 1967 and his J.D. magna cum laude from the University 
of Notre Dame Law School in 1973, where he was a member and editor of its law review.

Scott A. Zuber is a member of the Chiesa Shahinian & Giantomasi PC’s Bankruptcy and Credi-
tors’ Rights and Fidelity and Surety Groups in West Orange, N.J., where he advises on all facets 
of bankruptcy and creditors’ rights matters and related commercial litigation. His experience in-
cludes post-petition financing and cash collateral matters, representation of sureties in bankruptcy 
matters, plan negotiation and confirmation issues, asset sales, representation of and participation 
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on creditors’ committees, federal appellate practice, claims trading, avoidance action litigation, 
pre-bankruptcy workouts, commercial collections, and negotiating and drafting commercial loan 
documents, including those related to asset-based transactions. Mr. Zuber routinely represents se-
cured and unsecured creditors in chapter 11 cases throughout the U.S., and has active involvement 
in numerous hospital, specialty chemical corporation and real estate reorganizations. He previously 
clerked with Hon. Mahlon L. Fast, Superior Court of New Jersey, Law Division, Special Civil Part, 
Essex County, N.J. Mr. Zuber is a former master of the Bankruptcy Inn of Court, American Inns of 
Court. He was selected for inclusion in Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for Business 
from 2009-15, The Best Lawyers in America in the area of Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/
Insolvency and Reorganization Law from 2015-16, New Jersey Super Lawyers from 2012-15, and 
The Legal 500 U.S. for 2009. He also holds an AV rating from Martindale-Hubbell. Mr. Zuber is a 
member of the American and New Jersey State Bar Associations and ABI, and is admitted to prac-
tice in New Jersey, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third CIrcuit, and the U.S. District Courts 
for the District of New Jersey and the Southern and Eastern Districts of New York. He received his 
B.A. in 1983 from Rutgers University and his J.D. in 1987 from Rutgers University School of Law.

Clifford A. Zucker, CPA, CFF, CGMA is a partner with CohnReznick Advisory Group in its 
Restrucgturing, Litigation and Transactional Services department in Edison, N.J. He represents 
financially troubled companies, receivers, examiners, court-appointed trustees, and unsecured and 
secured creditors during workout, turnaround and bankruptcy situations. He has also served as a 
court-appointed CRO, liquidating supervisor, trustee or plan administrator in numerous matters. Mr. 
Zucker performs viability analyses, damage-claim analyses, liquidations, litigation-support services 
and fraud investigations. He also has experience serving clients in such diverse industries as health 
care, financial services, manufacturing, distribution, retail, transportation, hospitality, construction 
and telecommunications. His experience in the health care arena has included working with hospi-
tals, nursing homes, senior living facilities and physician practices. Mr. Zucker has more than 30 
years of experience in both public accounting and private industry, where he has been involved in 
all facets of management, serving companies as COO, CFO and CEO. He has also been a consul-
tant to start-up operations and to financially troubled companies. Prior to joining CohnReznick, 
Mr. Zucker worked as an auditor with an accounting firm that was part of the former Big Eight. He 
has spoken before numerous professional organizations on health care-related topics and recently 
served as co-chair of ABI’s Health Care Committee, and was an editor for the recently published 
third edition of the ABI Health Care Insolvency Manual. Mr. Zucker is a member of the American 
Institute of Certified Public Accountants, the New Jersey Society of Certified Public Accountants, 
the Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors and the Turnaround Management Asso-
ciation. He received his B.S./B.A. in accounting and finance with honors from Boston University.




