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Donald D. Allen is an attorney with Markus Williams Young & Zimmermann LLC in Denver, 
where he represents secured creditors, asset-purchasers, debtors, creditors’ committees, trustees and 
various governmental entities in workouts, restructurings, bankruptcy proceedings and commercial 
real estate matters. He has more than 28 years of experience and is certified in Business Bankruptcy 
Law by the American Board of Certification. He is frequent speaker and a member of TMA and 
ABI, and he is a former co-chair of the Colorado Bar Association’s Bankruptcy subsection. Mr. Al-
len received his B.A. from the University of Colorado in 1976 and his J.D. from the University of 
Santa Clara School of Law in 1979.

Hon. Angela R. Arkin is a U.S. District Court Judge for the 18th Judicial District in Castle Rock, 
Colo. Appointed in September, 2002, Judge Arkin is licensed in Colorado, Georgia and D.C. In 
2000, she served as a District Court Magistrate in Arapahoe County with a domestic and juvenile 
docket. Prior to her current assignment, she served as a district judge in Arapahoe, Douglas, Elbert 
and Lincoln Counties. Judge Arkin is a frequent lecturer and author in the areas of family law, 
DNA evidence and jurisdiction. She was a member of the committee that drafted and helped enact 
Colorado’s Parental Responsibility statute and was actively involved in the legislative effort to pass 
the Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act. She is currently a Colorado Bar As-
sociation Judicial Liaison Section Board of Governors Representative, has chaired the 18th Judicial 
District CLE Committee and is a former president of the Colorado District Judges Association. She 
is also an adjunct professor of law at the University of Denver Sturm College of Law and a Fellow 
in the American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers. Judge Arkin received her J.D. from Emory Law 
School in 1983. 

John Thomas Beckett is a shareholder in Parsons Behle & Latimer’s Litigation practice group 
in Salt Lake City, where he focuses on commercial litigation and is head of the firm’s Bankruptcy 
practice group. He represents creditors’ committees in the bankruptcies of high-end luxury resorts, 
including the Promontory Club in Park City, the Yellowstone Mountain Club in Big Sky, Mont., and 
the Rhodes Ranch in Las Vegas. Previously, Mr. Becket was an associate in the bankruptcy/workout 
department of Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy in New York City. He is a frequent lecturer on 
bankruptcy issues and spent a year as a research assistant for the U.S. Senate Judiciary Subcom-
mittee on Constitutional Rights. Mr. Beckett has been recognized in The Best Lawyers in America 
and holds an AV-Preeminent rating from Martindale-Hubbell. He received his B.A. from Brown 
University in 1979 and his M.B.A. in finance from New York University Stern School of Business 
Administration in 1986.

Stephen E. Berken is an attorney with the Law Offices of Stephen Berken in Denver, where he 
focuses on consumer bankruptcy law, debt workouts, asset protection, and mechanic’s lien and trust 
fund statutes. He handles cases involving chapter 7 and 13 defense and prosecution of bankruptcy 
adversary matters, state court litigation involving the Colorado Mechanic’s Lien statute, wills and 
estate planning, and foreclosure defense. Mr. Berken has lectured for various professional groups 
and is the Colorado state chair for the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys. He 
is also the founding member of the Colorado Consumer Bankruptcy Association and the founder 
of the Colorado Debtors’ Counsel Listserv. Mr. Berken is board certified in Consumer Bankruptcy 
Law by the American Board of Certification and is an advisory board co-chair of ABI’s Rocky 
Mountain Bankruptcy Conference. He is also the state chair for the CARE financial literacy pro-
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gram and regularly lectures high school students about the responsible use of credit. Mr. Berken 
received his B.A. cum laude in political science from the University of California in 1981 and his 
J.D. from the University of California-Hastings College of Law in 1984.

Hon. Sidney B. Brooks was appointed a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge on Jan. 4, 1988, for the District 
of Colorado in Denver and served as Chief Judge from February 2003 to January 2007. He also 
lectures, teaches courses, conducts seminars and writes for numerous professional organizations, 
schools and publications. Judge Brooks has been assisting with the development of judicial training 
and court-management programs on behalf of various government and nongovernment organiza-
tions, including the U.S. Russia Foundation, the Library of Congress’s Open World Leadership 
Program, the Central and East European Law Initiative, the International Judicial Relations Com-
mittee of the U.S. Judicial Conference, the U.S. Department of State and The World Bank. He has 
also worked with and advised judicial officials from Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrghistan, Mongolia, 
the People’s Republic of China, Poland, Romania, Macedonia, Thailand, Mexico, India, Canada, 
Armenia, Egypt, Brazil, Argentina and the Czech Republic with regard to international and com-
mercial and insolvency law, as well as court administration and judicial affairs. Judge Brooks has 
been a member of or served as an officer or board member of the National Conference of Bank-
ruptcy Judges, Rotary Club of Denver, Nanda Center for International and Comparative Law, Den-
ver Committee on Foreign Relations, ABI and the U.S. Russia Foundation. He previously served as 
assistant attorney general for Colorado and was in private practice for 16 years, focusing on bank-
ruptcy and reorganizations, litigation, commercial transactions and general business law. Judge 
Brooks is a graduate of the University of Denver College of Law.

Hon. Elizabeth E. Brown was named a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge in 2001 for the District of Colorado 
in Denver and was appointed to the Tenth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel in 2003. Following 
law school, Judge Brown was in private practice from 1986 through 2001, primarily in the area of 
corporate insolvency and restructuring. Immediately prior to joining the bench, she was a partner 
and chair of the bankruptcy department at Holme, Roberts & Owen in Denver. Judge Brown is an 
adjunct professor at both the University of Colorado Law School and the University of Denver 
Sturm College of Law and frequently speaks on bankruptcy. She is a member of numerous organi-
zations, including the National Association of Women Judges, the National Conference of Bank-
ruptcy Judges, the Bankruptcy Subsection of the Colorado Bar Association (past chair) and ABI 
(regional judicial chair). Judge Brown graduated from Colorado College with honors and received 
her J.D. from the University of Colorado Law School with honors, where she served as the manag-
ing editor of the University of Colorado Law Review.

Hon. William H. Brown retired in 2006 as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of 
Tennessee and resides in Carbondale, Colo. During his career on the bench, he had been designated 
to sit in the Middle District of Tennessee, Southern District of Florida, Eastern District of Michigan 
and Western District of Kentucky. He also served a four-year term on the Bankruptcy Appellate 
Panel for the Sixth Circuit from 1999-2002. He currently conducts mediation in bankruptcy and 
commercial law matters, has conducted mock trials, and has testified as an expert witness in bank-
ruptcy court proceedings. Judge Brown is a member of ABI and served on its Executive Committee, 
and he is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy. He has also authored or co-authored 
several texts, including Bankruptcy Exemption Manual, 2005 Bankruptcy Reform Legislation with 
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Analysis (1st and 2nd editions), Bankruptcy and Domestic Relations Manual and the Law of Debtors 
and Creditors (all published by Thomson West), and he is a principal contributing editor for Norton 
Bankruptcy Law and Practice. In 2008, Judge Brown joined Hon. Keith M. Lundin as co-author 
of Chapter 13 Bankruptcy, published by Bankruptcy Press. He currently serves as an advisor to the 
Academy for Consumer Bankruptcy Education, the education arm of the National Association of 
Chapter 13 Trustees. He received his J.D. from the University of Tennessee College of Law, where 
he was a member of the Order of the Coif.

G. Eric Brunstad, Jr. is a partner with Dechert LLP in Hartford, Conn., and co-chairs its appellate 
practice group. He has argued 10 cases before the U.S. Supreme Court, has worked on more than 
35 other Supreme Court matters, and has argued and briefed numerous cases in most of the federal 
appellate courts. Mr. Brunstad is an adjunct professor of law at New York University Law School 
and a visiting lecturer in law at Yale Law School, where he teaches courses on argument and reason, 
bankruptcy, secured transactions, commercial transactions and advanced business reorganizations. 
Mr. Brunstad began teaching at Yale in 1990 and has also taught at Harvard Law School. Following 
law school, he clerked for a federal district judge in Hartford. He is a contributing author for Col-
lier on Bankruptcy and co-authored Secured Transactions, Teaching Materials. Mr. Brunstad is a 
member of the Judicial Conference Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy Rules and a former chair 
of the ABA Business Bankruptcy Committee. He has been recognized in Leading Lawyers in Ap-
pellate Law, The Best Lawyers in America, Connecticut Super Lawyers, International Who’s Who 
of Insolvency & Restructuring Lawyers and Leading Lawyers in Bankruptcy Law. Mr. Brunstad 
received his B.A. magna cum laude from Connecticut College in 1983, his J.D. from the University 
of Michigan Law School in 1986, where he was an associate editor and contributing editor of the 
Michigan Law Review, and both his LL.M. in 2011 and his J.S.D. in 2014 from Yale Law School.

Mona L. Burton is a partner with the firm of Holland & Hart LLP in Salt Lake City and has more 
than 30 years of experience representing creditors, asset-purchasers, debtors, trustees, receivers and 
committees in bankruptcy and receivership cases. She has handled numerous trials on fraudulent 
and preferential transfers, claims objections, motions for relief from stay and plan confirmations 
and bankruptcy appeals, both on the prosecution and defense side. She has particular experience 
representing borrowers and lenders in out-of-court bankruptcy workouts. Ms. Burton is a Fellow 
in the American College of Bankruptcy and has been recognized by Utah Business Magazine, 
The Best Lawyers in America, Mountain States Super Lawyers and Mountain States Magazine. 
Ms. Burton received her B.S. with honors from the University of Texas and her J.D. magna cum 
laude from the University of Houston.

Hon. A. Bruce Campbell is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Colorado in Denver. Prior 
to his appointment, he entered private practice with the law firm of Davis, Graham & Stubbs in 
Denver, where he worked from 1971-85. In 1985, he moved to the Denver law firm of Otten, John-
son, Robinson, Neff & Ragonetti, where he practiced until his appointment to the bankruptcy bench 
in 2001. Judge Campbell received his B.A. in sociology from the University of Colorado in 1967 
and his J.D. from Cornell University in 1970.

Barbara Cashman is a sole practitioner with The Law Office of Barbara Cashman, LLC in Cen-
tennial, Colo., where she focuses on estate and life planning, elder law and probate matters, as well 
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as transactional and litigation work. She is a member of the Arapahoe County Bar Association, the 
National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys and the Women’s Estate Planning Council, as well as a 
mentor in the Colorado Attorney Mentoring Program. Prior to opening her solo practice, Ms. Cash-
man worked as a permanent law clerk for three different judges at the U.S. District Court of Colo-
rado. She is a trained mediator and facilitator, as well as a weekly blogger on her website, and is a 
founder of and contributor to the Colorado Bar Association’s blog. Ms. Cashman received her M.A. 
in international studies from the University of Denver and her J.D. from the University of Denver 
College of Law in 1989, where she was editor-in-chief of the Denver Journal of International Law 
& Policy.

Craig A. Christensen is a partner with Lindquist & Vennum PLLP in Denver, where he practices 
in the areas of bankruptcy, creditors’ remedies, and trials and appeals. A Fellow of the American 
College of Bankruptcy, he is admitted to practice in Colorado and Wyoming, and has been admit-
ted to practice before numerous federal courts, including the U.S. Supreme Court. Mr. Christensen 
has lectured at the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and the University of Denver Law 
School, and was a visiting lecturer at the University of Colorado School of Law in 1977, 1979 and 
1984. He has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America (Woodward/White), 1987-2013, in Super 
Lawyers, and in 5280 Magazine, 2006-14. Mr. Christensen received his B.S. magna cum laude from 
Black Hills State College and his J.D. magna cum laude from the University of Michigan, where he 
was elected to the Order of the Coif.

Mark Dennis is with Dennis & Company, P.C. in Greenwood Village, Colo., where he prepares 
income tax returns, payroll tax returns and W-2 forms for wage claimants. He has also preformed 
financial analyses of complex bankruptcy estates, including consolidating subsidiaries, marshaling 
and evaluating assets to be sold, investigating transactions to determine possible fraudulent prefer-
ential transfer claims, and analyzing wage and creditor claims. Previously, he worked for 20 years 
in the derivatives industry, including futures and options trading, business development for deriva-
tives exchanges and prime service sales within the investment banking industry. He was director 
and head of EMEA Futures Origination at Barclays Bank Plc (2009-12) and director of futures & 
options and OTC clearing sales at JP Morgan (2005-09). He received his B.A. in economics from 
Cornell University in 1992 and his M.B.A. from London Business School in 1999. 

Hon. Mary Grace Diehl is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Georgia in Atlan-
ta, appointed in February 2004. Prior to taking the bench, she was a partner in the litigation section 
of Troutman Sanders LLP and chaired its Bankruptcy Practice Group. Judge Diehl has chaired the 
bankruptcy sections of both the Atlanta Bar Association and the State Bar of Georgia, and she is a 
Fellow in and a member of the Board of Directors of the American College of Bankruptcy. She was 
also president of the Southeastern Bankruptcy Law Institute and chaired the Women in the Profes-
sion Committee of the Atlanta Bar Association. Judge Diehl received the “Woman of the Year in 
Restructuring Award” in 2008 from the International Women in Restructuring Confederation. In 
addition, she serves on the Certification Oversight Board for the Turnaround Management Associa-
tion, is treasurer of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, serves on ABI’s Civility Task 
Force and served as a trustee of Canisius College from 2008-14. She was also a member of Emory 
University’s Board of Visitors from 2008-11, where she is currently an adjunct professor of law. 
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Judge Diehl received her B.A. summa cum laude from Canisius College in Buffalo, N.Y., and her 
J.D. cum laude from Harvard Law School.

Carl Spike Eklund is regent for the Tenth Circuit of the American College of Bankruptcy in Den-
ver. He previously practiced law for 43 years, his first three years as a deputy district attorney in 
the Denver office, after which he specialized in the areas of corporate restructuring, insolvency 
and bankruptcy. His work included clients in the health care industry such as hospitals and medi-
cal clinics. Mr. Eklund received both his B.A. in 1967 and his J.D. in 1971 from the University of 
Colorado.

Paige L. Ellerman is a member of the Bankruptcy and Restructuring Group of Frost Brown Todd 
LLC in Cincinnati, where she focuses on business restructurings, representing business debtors, 
creditors, committees and lenders, buyers and sellers in distressed-asset acquisitions, as well as 
parties involved in all types of bankruptcy and business litigation. She is certified in Business Bank-
ruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification, and in 2013 was appointed to its national board 
of directors. In 2014, Ms. Ellerman was elected to IWIRC’s board of directors, having founded a 
local IWIRC network in Greater Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky in 2008. She has been recognized 
in The Best Lawyers in America and named an Ohio Super Lawyer “Rising Star.” Ms. Ellerman re-
ceived her J.D. magna cum laude from Northern Kentucky University Salmon P. Chase College of 
Law, and in 2008 received the Salmon P. Chase College of Law Alumni Association’s Outstanding 
Recent Graduate Award.

Bonnie Glantz Fatell  is a partner and former practice group leader in the Business Restructur-
ing and Bankruptcy Group of Blank Rome LLP in Wilmington, Del., where she has more than 
30 years of experience in major bankruptcy reorganizations, out-of-court restructurings and other 
commercial and litigation matters in Delaware and nationally, and where she represents secured and 
unsecured creditors, creditors’ committees, debtors, plan-of-reorganization proponents, asset-pur-
chasers, landlords and other parties in interest. A contributing author to Collier Bankruptcy Forms 
Manual (LexisNexis, 2005-present), Ms. Fatell has been recognized in Chambers USA and The 
Deal as a leading bankruptcy lawyer, was recognized as a “Lawyer of the Year” for the Philadelphia 
Region in 2014 by The Best Lawyers in America (in which she has been recognized since 2006), 
was named a “Top Attorney in Delaware” in Philadelphia magazine’s “Super Lawyer” issue, and 
was named a “Woman of Distinction” by the Philadelphia Business Journal. She is a Fellow in the 
American College of Bankruptcy, for which she served two terms as Regent for the Third Circuit, 
and is a member of ABI and the International Women’s Insolvency and Restructuring Confedera-
tion. In addition, she completed ABI/St. John’s 2011 Mediation Program and serves as a mediator 
nationwide. She received her J.D. from Temple University School of Law and her B.S. from Penn-
sylvania State University.

Leigh A. Flanagan is an associate with Kutner Brinen Garber P.C. in Denver, where she represents 
debtors and creditors in all areas of bankruptcy. After graduating law school, she joined the Office 
of the U.S. Trustee through the Department of Justice Honor’s Program. She then clerked for Hon. 
Sidney B. Brooks, Chief Judge Howard R. Tallman and Hon. Michael E. Romero. Ms. Flanagan  
co-chairs the Colorado Bar Association’s Bankruptcy subcommittee and is a member of the Colo-
rado Women’s Bar Association, as well as IWIRC and ABI. She received her B.S. in political sci-
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ence from the University of Colorado in 1999 and her J.D. from the University of Colorado School 
of Law in 2003.

Tami Gadd-Willardson is the senior staff attorney with the chapter 13 trustee for the District of 
Utah in Salt Lake City and has been involved in bankruptcy since 1996. She received her bachelor’s 
degree in sociology from the University of Utah and her J.D. magna cum laude from the University 
of Nevada, Las Vegas William S. Boyd School of Law, after which she clerked for Chief Judge Wil-
liam T. Thurman of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Utah.

Keith A. Gantenbein, Jr. is owner and managing attorney of the Gantenbein Law Firm in Denver, 
where he specializes in real estate foreclosure and defense law. He has represented a number of 
major lenders in the mortgage industry. Mr. Gantenbein began his legal career in real estate law, 
working for Hindman Sanchez, a large Colorado homeowner’s association (HOA) law firm. Before 
starting his own debtor-rights firm, which focused on foreclosure defense and real estate law, he 
was with the foreclosure firm Castle Stawiarski in Denver. Mr. Gantenbein has published more than 
150 articles on his blog and has been in The Denver Post, Westword and the ABA Journal for his 
support of Colorado homeowners and amending foreclosure laws. He has worked with the Colo-
rado House and Senate on foreclosure reform, most recently in the drafting of multiple legislative 
bills designed to provide oversight and protection to homeowners. Mr. Gantenbein received his 
B.A. from Colorado State University and his J.D. from Barry University School of Law.

Duane H. Gillman is a shareholder in the law firm of Durham Jones & Pinegar in Salt Lake City, 
where his areas of practice include business and personal reorganization, bankruptcy litigation, 
creditors’ rights, trustee and receiver representation. He has distributed more than $90 million to 
creditors and other parties in interest as a trustee in chapter 7, 11, 12 and 13 cases. He also has 
represented the prevailing parties in more than 60 published bankruptcy-related opinions. AV-rated 
by Martindale-Hubbell, Mr. Gillman is a member of the Utah State Bar, ABI, the National As-
sociation of Bankruptcy Trustees, the American Association for Justice and the Utah Bankruptcy 
Lawyer’s Forum. He is also the chapter 12 trustee for Utah and a contributing author to Wiley 
Bankruptcy Law Update. He lectures on bankruptcy at various CLE seminars and the University 
of Utah Law School and teaches a personal finance class as part of a life skills program at the Salt 
Lake County Jail. Mr. Gillman received his B.S. and M.S. in mathematics and his J.D. from the 
University of Utah.

Prof. Brook E. Gotberg  is an Academic Fellow at Brigham Young University in Provo, Utah, 
where she teaches courses on bankruptcy and secured transactions at the J. Reuben Clark Law 
School. Prior to entering academia, she clerked for Hon. Milan D. Smith, Jr. and Hon. Thomas B. 
Donovan. She also practiced commercial law in Los Angeles with Sullivan & Cromwell LLP. Prof. 
Gotberg has written articles in the Iowa Law Review, the Wisconsin Law Review and the American 
Bankruptcy Law Journal dealing with both consumer and business bankruptcy, focusing on the 
tensions between bankruptcy administration and policy. Her essay “What’s New with Undue Hard-
ship?” was included in The Best of ABI 2014: The Year in Consumer Bankruptcy. Prof. Gotberg is 
a member of the California Bar and recently concluded a two-year fellowship for J. Reuben Clark 
Law School (2012-14). She received her B.A. from Brigham Young University and her J.D. from 
Harvard Law School.
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William C. Heuer  is a partner in the New York office of Duane Morris LLP, where he focuses 
on business reorganization, bankruptcy law and creditors’ rights litigation. He is a member of the 
Editorial Advisory Board of the Norton Journal of Bankruptcy Law and Practice and has authored 
numerous articles on bankruptcy law. Mr. Heuer is an adjunct professor of law in the LL.M. pro-
gram at St. John’s University School of Law and has been involved in a number of bankruptcy 
cases decided by the U.S. Supreme Court, including Law v. Siegel, Stern v. Marshall, Schwab v. 
Reilly and Marrama v. Citizens Bank of Massachusetts (In re Marrama). He received his B.A. from 
S.U.N.Y. in 1991 and his J.D. from St. John’s University School of Law in 1997, where he was an 
editor for the ABI Law Review.

David C. Hoskins is in solo practice with David C. Hoskins, P.C. in Denver, where he represents 
debtors in chapter 13 and 7 cases. He has more than 30 years of legal experience. Mr. Hoskins be-
gan his career with a collection firm, after which he formed his own practice, focusing on divorce 
and juvenile law, criminal defense, business formation and civil litigation. During that period, he 
was also general counsel for a semi-rural fire protection district. From 2003-12, Mr. Hoskins was 
an associate with George T. Carlson & Associates, where he represented debtors in chapter 7 and 
13 bankruptcies. He received his B.B.A. from the University of Colorado and his J.D. from the 
University of Denver.

Guy B. Humphries is in private practice in Denver, where he focuses on bankruptcy litigation 
and represents chapter 7, 11, 12 and 13 debtors. He was admitted to the Colorado Bar in 1980 and 
clerked for Hon. Aurel Kelly in the Colorado Court of Appeals. Mr. Humphries then worked in a 
general private practice in Grand Junction, Colo., until moving to a boutique firm in Nashville, 
Tenn., focused on commercial bankruptcy. Mr. Humphries is a member of ABI and NACBA and 
has been involved with efforts to amend Colorado’s exemption statues. He received his B.S. in po-
litical science from Colorado College in 1976 and his J.D. from Boston University in 1980.

Hon. Robert H. Jacobvitz is Chief Bankruptcy Judge for the District of New Mexico in Albuquer-
que and a judge on the Tenth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel. He was appointed to the bench 
Aug. 10, 2009. Judge Jacobvitz is the Tenth Circuit representative on the Board of Governors of 
the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and chairs its Technology Committee. In 2008, he 
was inducted as a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy, and in 2004 and 2010 he taught 
bankruptcy law at the University of New Mexico School of Law as an adjunct professor. Prior to 
taking the bench, Judge Jacobvitz was in private practice with the law firm of Jacobvitz, Thuma & 
Walker P.C., where he focused on chapter 11 cases, representing debtors in possession, creditors 
and committees. His practice also included business and real estate transactions and commercial 
litigation, and he has served as both a chapter 11 and chapter 12 trustee. Judge Jacobvitz is a Fel-
low of the American College of Bankruptcy, has been listed in The Best Lawyers of America and 
in Southwest Super Lawyers, and received the New Mexico State Bar Bankruptcy Law Section’s 
outstanding bankruptcy lawyer award in 2003 and 2007, as well as the New Mexico CLE, Inc.’s 
Sandia Award. He received his B.A. from the University of Colorado with high distinction and his 
J.D. from the University of Iowa College of Law, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif.

Annette W. Jarvis is the partner-in-charge of transactions at Dorsey & Whitney LLP in Salt Lake 
City, where she represents debtors, trustees, examiners, creditors’ committees, financial institu-
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tions, creditors, indenture trustees, equity-holders, state and federal receiverships, and out-of-court 
public bondholders and purchasers of assets in chapter 11 bankruptcy cases. She is also co-head of 
her firm’s finance and restructuring department and has handled SIPC cases brought under SIPA 
and state insurance rehabilitation and liquidation cases. Ms. Jarvis was awarded the 2007 Large 
Company Transaction of the Year Award by the Turnaround Management Association in recogni-
tion of her work in the USA Capital Commercial Mortgage cases. She has also been named in The 
Best Lawyers in America for bankruptcy and creditor/debtor rights law (2005-15), was elected as 
a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy, is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell, was selected 
as a Mountain States Super Lawyer for bankruptcy and creditor/debtor rights law, and was honored 
as one of Utah’s “Legal Elite” by Utah Business Magazine. In addition, Ms. Jarvis received the 
Dorothy Merrill Brothers Award for the Advancement of Women in the Legal Profession in 2005, 
the Pathfinders Award from the Salt Lake Chamber of Commerce in 2007 and the College Honored 
Alumni Award in 2010. She is co-chair of the Mentor Resource and Training Committee for the 
Utah State Bar Association, the ABI Rocky Mountain Bankruptcy Conference and the TMA West-
ern Regional Conference, and is education director for ABI’s Business Reorganization Committee. 
She is also a founding member and past chair of the IWIRC Mountain/Desert Network. Ms. Jarvis 
received her J.D. magna cum laude from Brigham Young University J. Reuben Clark Law School, 
where she was a J. Reuben Clark Scholar and was on the BYU Law Review.

Andrew D. Johnson is an attorney with Onsager | Guyerson | Fletcher | Johnson in Denver, where 
his practice focuses on representing businesses, business owners and trustees in out-of-court re-
structurings, chapter 11 and chapter 7 bankruptcies, and related litigation. He has represented cli-
ents in the construction, automotive, real estate, oil and gas, broadcasting and high-tech industries, 
and has litigated many § 547 preference cases and §§ 544 and 548 fraudulent transfer cases on 
behalf of debtors, trustees and defendants. Mr. Johnson has represented clients in appeals to the 
Tenth Circuit, the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel for the Tenth Circuit, the U.S. District Court for 
Colorado and the Colorado Court of Appeals. He previously was in-house counsel for a real estate 
development company, where he advised the company, did transactional work related to real estate 
development and managed outside counsel on various litigation matters, and was with Jessop & 
Co., a bankruptcy boutique in Denver. He is currently co-chair of the Colorado Bar Association’s 
Bankruptcy subsection for the 2013-15 term. Mr. Johnson received his B.A. from the University of 
Colorado in 1999 and his J.D. from the University of Colorado School of Law in 2005. 

Eric E. Johnson is a member of Sherman & Howard L.L.C. in Denver, where he heads its Litiga-
tion Department. He has more than 25 years of experience in bankruptcy, debtor/creditor, financial 
restructuring and workout matters. Mr. Johnson works with secured and unsecured lenders to mini-
mize losses and defaults in bankruptcy and leads distressed merger-and-acquisition transactions 
across a variety of industries, including trucking, electronics, oil and gas, mining, pharmaceutical 
and sports. He also structures, documents and works out complex secured and unsecured financial 
transactions for institutional lenders and other business clients. Mr. Johnson is a frequent speaker 
and author, and is a member of ABI, the Colorado, Denver, Washington State and American Bar As-
sociations, TMA and the State of Colorado Fourth Judicial District Judicial Nominating Commis-
sion. He received his B.A. summa cum laude with distinction in chemistry from Grinnell College in 
1982, where he was awarded the President’s Medal as an outstanding member of the class of 1982 
and was a member of Phi Beta Kappa, and his J.D. from Stanford Law School in 1985.
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Michael R. Johnson  is a shareholder at Ray Quinney & Nebeker PC in Salt Lake City and is 
chair of the firm’s Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights section. He concentrates his practice in bank-
ruptcy, corporate reorganizations, creditors’ rights and commercial and bankruptcy litigation, in-
cluding debtor, committee, trustee and commercial representations under chapters 7, 11 and 13; 
prebankruptcy workout negotiations and transaction structuring; representations involving prefer-
ence, fraudulent transfer and other avoidance actions; representations involving federal and state 
court receiverships and real and personal property foreclosures, representations involving general 
commercial litigation matters; and secured transactions litigation and transaction structuring. He 
has been recognized in The Best Lawyers of America  and was named “Lawyer of the Year” in 
Litigation-Bankruptcy in 2015. He maintains an AV-Preeminent rating with Martindale-Hubbell 
and has also been named in Mountain States Super Lawyers. Mr. Johnson has been voted by his 
peers as one of Utah’s “Legal Elite” in the field of bankruptcy and insolvency law in Utah Business 
Magazine. A former judge pro tem in the Utah Third District Court, he is admitted to practice in 
the Supreme Courts of Utah and Arizona, the U.S. District Court for the District of Utah, and the 
U.S. Courts of Appeals for the Tenth and Eleventh Circuits. He is also a member of the Utah State, 
Salt Lake County, Tooele County, Arizona State and American Bar Associations, as well as ABI, 
the Turnaround Management Association and the Utah Bankruptcy Lawyer’s Forum. Mr. Johnson 
received his B.S. summa cum laude in 1990 from Utah State University and his J.D. in 1994 from 
the University of Utah, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif and a note and comment 
editor of the Utah Law Review.

Robert E. Kleeman, Jr. is managing director of OnPointe Financial Valuation Group LLC in Den-
ver, an affiliate of OnPointe Valuation Group, where he provides financial expertise in the areas of 
bankruptcy, commercial damages, intellectual property issues and professional liability matters. He 
is a CPA/ABV and holds an Accredited Senior Appraser (BV) designation by the American Society 
of Appraisers. Mr. Kleeman has more than 30 years of experience, and his clients have included 
Arthur Anderson and three of the remaining “Big 4” accounting firms, as well as a number of corpo-
rations. He has testified in federal and state jurisdictions across the U.S., is a frequent speaker, and 
authored The CPA – Expert Witness. Mr. Kleeman received his B.S. in accounting from Northern 
Illinois University in 1969 and his C.P.A. from the University of Illinois.

Adelaide Maudsley  is a partner in the Special Litigation, Bankruptcy and Restructuring Group 
of Chapman and Cutler LLP in Salt Lake City, where her practice focuses on the representation of 
regional and national banks, secured creditors, bondholders, indenture trustees, franchisors, finance 
companies, equipment lessors, contracting parties and other types of creditors in workout, restruc-
turing, collection and bankruptcy-related matters. She also represents corporate clients in general 
commercial litigation matters. Ms. Maudsley is an adjunct professor for bankruptcy courses at the 
S.J. Quinney College of Law at the University of Utah, where she has taught since 2008. She served 
as a law clerk for Hon. Nancy C. Dreher, U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Minnesota and 
member of the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel for the Eighth Circuit, from 2000-01. Recognized as 
a “Utah Legal Elite” in Utah Business Magazine (2012), Ms. Maudsley is also vice president of 
the Utah Bankruptcy Lawyers Forum, chairs the AAA Fair Credit Foundation, and is a member of 
the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation, the American Institute of 
Restructuring Advisors, TMA’s Rocky Mountain Chapter, Women Lawyers of Utah and ABI. She 
received her B.A. summa cum laude from Franklin & Marshall College and her J.D. summa cum 
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laude from the University of Utah S.J. Quinney College of Law, where she was managing editor of 
the Utah Law Review and a member of the Order of the Coif.

Hon. Terrence L. Michael is Chief Judge of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District of 
Oklahoma in Tulsa and a member of the Tenth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel. He has authored 
more than 100 published opinions and has co-authored articles in the Tulsa Law Review and the 
Texas Tech Law Review. Judge Michael is an adjunct professor of law at the University of Tulsa. He 
received his B.A. magna cum laude in history from Doane College in 1980 and his J.D. from the 
University of Southern California’s Gould School of Law in 1983.

Mark Middlemas is a shareholder with the law firm of Lundberg & Associates in Salt Lake City, 
where his practice focuses on bankruptcy, foreclosure and litigation. He is currently president of the 
Utah Bankruptcy Lawyer’s Forum. Previously, Mr. Middlemas practiced in the areas of commercial 
litigation, construction, collections, real property and bankruptcy. From 2004-08, he acted as the 
bankruptcy, foreclosure and litigation attorney for Castle, Meinhold and Stawiarski. Mr. Middlemas 
received his J.D. from Penn State University, The Dickinson School of Law in 2001.

Gil A. Miller is the senior managing member of Rocky Mountain Advisory, LLC in Salt Lake City 
and has more than 25 years of experience in public accounting. He has been primarily involved with 
receivership and investigative accounting work, bankruptcy case work, troubled company work-
outs, breach of contract, contract claims and fraud examinations. Mr. Miller regularly serves as a 
bankruptcy trustee, receiver and arbitrator. He is a certified public accountant (CPA), certified fraud 
examiner (CFA) and certified insolvency and restructuring advisor (CIRA). Mr. Miller is a member 
of the Commercial Panel of the American Arbitration Association and a Fellow in the American 
College of Bankruptcy. His other memberships include the American Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants, Utah Association of Certified Public Accountants, National Association of Certified 
Fraud Examiners and the Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors. He received both 
his B.S. and M.S. in accounting from Brigham Young University.

Nancy D. Miller is Of Counsel with Nemirow Perez, P.C. in Lakewood, Colo., where she represents 
individuals and businesses, debtors, creditors and third parties in the areas of commercial litigation, 
chapter 7, 11, 12, 13 and 15 bankruptcies, assignments for the benefit of creditors, dissolution and 
workouts, real estate litigation and transactions, and the defense of professionals in professional 
liability litigation. Ms. Miller is a member of the Denver, Boulder and Colorado Bar Associations, 
the Faculty of Federal Advocates and ABI. She has been recognized in Colorado Super Lawyers in 
the areas of Creditor and Debtor Rights and as a Founding Mother of the Colorado Women’s Bar 
Association. Ms. Miller authored “Collections and Bankruptcy,” Chapter 43 in Grund and Miller’s 
Colorado Personal Injury Practice Torts and Insurance, Vol. 8. She received her B.A. magna cum 
laude from Carleton College and her J.D. from the University of Colorado School of Law. 

Drew Moore is an attorney with Drew Moore P.C. in Grand Junction, Colo., where he focuses on 
personal injury matters with a particular emphasis on automobile and motorcycle accidents. Previ-
ously, Mr. Moore worked at Colorado Rural Legal Services, where he focused on bankruptcy and 
disability issues. Prior to graduating law school, he participated in a judicial externship for Hon. 
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Dennis D. O’Brien in Minnesota, assisting in researching pending personal and business bank-
ruptcy cases. Mr. Moore received his Bachelor’s degree from the University of Northern Colorado 
and his J.D. cum laude from Hamline University Law School. 

Charles E. Mortimer, Jr. is deputy regulation counsel with the Office of Attorney Regulation 
Counsel in Denver. He was liscensed to practice law in Colorado in 1986 and spent 14 years in pri-
vate practice focusing on family, commercial and real estate litigation. Mr. Mortimer has served on 
the Thursday Night Bar Association board of directors, the First Judicial District Board of Trustees 
and Governor Owens’ Commission on Civil Justice Reform. He is a former chair of the Colorado 
Lawyer’s Fidelity Fund and served as a trustee on the Colorado Lawyer’s Fund for Client Protec-
tion. Mr. Mortimer is a frequent speaker on legal ethics and regulation of the legal profession, and 
edits the chapter “Ethics in Family Law” in the Practitioner’s Guide to Family Law. He has also 
authored articles on legal ethics for The Docket. Mr. Mortimer received his undergraduate degree 
rom Tufts University in 1983 and his J.D. from the College of William and Mary in 1986.

Christian C. Onsager is a principal in the firm of Onsager | Guyerson | Fletcher | Johnson in Den-
ver and has practiced bankruptcy law in local and national cases since 1976. After practicing at 
Hellerstein, Hellerstein & Shore and Faegre & Benson, as well as a stint as general counsel to the 
Broe Companies, Inc., he founded Onsager, Staelin & Guyerson, LLC in 2004. Mr. Onsager has 
been active in the national bankruptcy community throughout his career and has been an ABI direc-
tor and chair of its Business Reorganization Committee. He has also served on some of ABI’s re-
gional advisory boards, including ABI’s Rocky Mountain Bankruptcy Conference Advisory Board, 
and he has been on the faculty of ABI’s Litigation Skills Symposium, which he helped found. Mr. 
Onsager is a frequent speaker on bankruptcy and related topics and has briefed or argued cases be-
fore the Third, Fifth, Eighth and Tenth Circuit Courts of Appeals.

John D. Penn is in the Bankruptcy Practice Group of the Financial Transactions and Restructuring 
Section of Perkins Coie LLP’s Dallas and New York offices, where he focuses on bankruptcy and 
insolvency. He was licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas in 1982 and the Supreme Court Appel-
late Division of New York in 2010. Mr. Penn served as ABI’s President from 2005-06, when BAP-
CPA became effective, and later served its Chairman. He is also a former chairman and past presi-
dent of the American Board of Certification and is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by 
both the American Board of Certification and the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. Mr. Penn 
has been published in the ABI Law Review, ABI Journal, Norton’s Bankruptcy Law Advisor, Clark, 
Boardman Callaghan’s Annual Survey of Bankruptcy Law, Bankruptcy Court Decisions, Business 
Credit, Dow Jones’ Daily Bankruptcy Review and a number of other publications. He is also a fre-
quent speaker at continuing legal education programs around the nation. Mr. Penn received both his 
B.B.A. and J.D. from Baylor University.

Patricia A. Redmond  is a shareholder in the Bankruptcy and Restructuring Department of the 
Miami office of Stearns, Weaver, Miller, Weissler, Alhadeff & Sitterson, PA and is a past ABI presi-
dent. She has practiced in the insolvency field in Miami for more than 30 years and has appeared 
in many reorganizations and out-of-court workouts in all industries. Ms. Redmond has represented 
developers, financial institutions, public and private owners and distressed-asset purchasers. She 
has particular experience in the representation of creditors’ committees, secured creditors and debt-
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ors in chapter 11 cases. She is also a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and served on 
its Board of Directors (2005-08) and as Secretary (2008-present). Ms. Redmond has been listed 
in The Best Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy Debtor/Creditor Rights since 1995. She was also 
recognized as a Band I attorney by Chambers USA in 2010, and has been listed as a top lawyer in 
the South Florida Legal Guide and in Florida Trend Legal Elite. She is admitted to practice before 
the Bars of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the state of Florida, and she is an adjunct pro-
fessor at the University of Miami School of Law, where she received its the Outstanding Profes-
sor Award in 2003 and 2011 and the Leaders in Law award in 2014. She also received the IWIRC 
Woman of the Year award in Restructuring in 2013. Ms. Redmond received her J.D. in 1979 from 
the University of Miami.

Michael P. Richman is a partner in the Bankruptcy, Restructuring & Creditors’ Rights group of 
Hunton & Williams LLP in New York. With more than 30 years of legal experience, he is skilled 
in all aspects of chapter 11 bankruptcy, focusing his practice on representing chapter 11 debtors 
and creditors’ committees, and he has advised and continues to represent secured and unsecured 
creditors, equity-holders, purchasers and all manner of parties in interest on virtually every aspect 
of financial distress and bankruptcy. Mr. Richman was ABI president from 2004-05 and chairman 
of its Board of Directors from 2006-07, and has been a member of its management and executive 
committees. He previously co-chaired ABI’s Asset Sales Committee and was on ABI’s Commission 
to Study the Reform of Chapter 11. Mr. Richman is the founder of and lead keyboardist for ABI’s 
house band, the Indubitable Equivalents. He is a frequent speaker, has been ranked an “Outstanding 
Restructuring Lawyer” and has been listed as a Super Lawyer since 2006. Mr. Richman received his 
undergraduate degree with honors from Vassar College and his J.D. from Columbia Law School, 
where he was a Harlan Fiske Stone scholar and was awarded the David M. Berger award in honor 
of Prof. Wolfgang Friedmann for distinction in international law. He also served as managing editor 
of the Columbia Journal of Transnational Law.

Hon. Michael E. Romero is Chief Judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court in the District of Colorado 
in Denver, initially appointed in 2003 and appointed Chief Judge in July 2014. He has also served 
on the Tenth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel since 2010. Previously, he was with the firm of 
Pendleton, Friedberg, Wilson & Hennessey, P.C., where he practiced as a trial attorney specializing 
in bankruptcy-related matters. He has served as a co-chair of the Bankruptcy Subcommittee of the 
Colorado Bar Association, was an active member of the Faculty of Federal Advocates discharge 
program, and has served on numerous committees for the Colorado and Denver Bar Associations. 
Judge Romero is a former chair of the Bankruptcy Judges Advisory Group and served as sole bank-
ruptcy court representative to the Judicial Conference of the United States, the governing arm for 
the federal judiciary. He recently served on the Board of Governors for the National Conference of 
Bankruptcy Judges and participates in several of its committees. Judge Romero sits on the Execu-
tive Board of Our Courts, a joint activity of the Colorado Judicial Institute and the Colorado Bar 
Association that provides nonpartisan information programs to adult audiences around the state 
to further public knowledge and understanding of the state and federal courts in Colorado. He is 
a member of the Colorado Bar Association, ABI, the Historical Society of the Tenth Circuit and 
the Colorado Hispanic Bar Association. Judge Romero received his undergraduate degree in eco-
nomics and political science from Denver University in 1977 and his J.D. from the University of 
Michigan in 1980.
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Tara G. Salinas is the founder and managing attorney of Colorado Bankruptcy Solutions in Den-
ver, where her practice focuses on chapter 7, 11 and 13 bankruptcy and consumer credit law, in-
cluding fair credit reporting and fair debt collection cases. Ms. Gaschler is a member of the Na-
tional Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys and the National Association of Consumer 
Advocates, and she manages the debtors’ counsel listserv for Colorado bankruptcy attorneys. She 
is a member of the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys and ABI, and is an as-
sociate member of the National Association of Chapter 13 Trustees. Ms. Salinas is a 2007 graduate 
of the Fair Credit Reporting Act Boot Camp with FCRA expert Lisa Wright and a 2008 graduate 
of Max Gardner’s Bankruptcy Boot Camp. In 1998, she attended the London School of Economics 
while working for the U.K.’s House of Commons Select Committee on Environmental Policy. Ms. 
Salinas graduated from Colorado State University with a B.A. in history and received her J.D. from 
the University of Colorado School of Law.

Damian S. Schaible is a partner with Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP’s Insolvency and Restructuring 
Group in New York, where he works on corporate restructurings and bankruptcies, representing 
debtors, creditors, agent banks, lenders, asset-purchasers and other strategic parties. He chaired the 
Committee on Bankruptcy and Corporate Reorganization of the New York City Bar Association 
and is on ABI’s Board of Directors. Mr. Schaible has been named a “Rising Star” in the New York 
Law Journal for 2012-13, a “Leading Lawyer, New York: Bankruptcy/Restructuring” in Chambers 
USA for 2012-14, one of “40 Under 40” by the M&A Advisor, and an “Outstanding Young Restruc-
turing Lawyer of 2010” by Turnarounds & Workouts. He received his B.A. magna cum laude in 
political science from the College of the Holy Cross in 1998 and his J.D. magna cum laude from 
New York University School of Law in 2001, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif.

Peter Schulman is partner with RubinBrown LLP in Denver and has more than 40 years of diversi-
fied experience as a CPA with a subspecialty in computer systems consulting. Mr. Schulman’s pri-
mary emphasis is as a commercial damages and bankruptcy expert, with a subspecialty in computer 
forensics. He has 38 years of experience as a testifying expert on behalf of defendants, plaintiffs, 
trustees, creditors, debtors and the court. Mr. Schulman has gained national recognition as a speaker 
on topics regarding discounting lost profits and computer applications in litigation, including data-
bases and graphic presentations of complex financial concepts. He has also been published in legal 
and accounting publications on a wide range of topics. One of Mr. Schulman’s articles was cited as 
an authority on damages in a leading federal court case, Energy Capital Corp. v. United States, 47 
Fed. Cl. 382 (2000), and in Recovery of Damages for Lost Profits, Robert L. Dunn (6th ed.) He is 
also a Certified Insolvency and Reorganization Advisor (CIRA) and a Certified Distressed Business 
Valuator.

Harvey Sender  is a shareholder with Sender Wasserman Wadsworth, P.C. in Denver, where he 
specializes in bankruptcy, commercial litigation, and chapter 7 and 11 and trustee issues. He has 
represented numerous companies as debtors in possession in chapter 11, as well as various un-
secured creditors’ committees in both bankruptcy issues and complex commercial litigation. Mr. 
Sender has served as chapter 7 trustee for more than 35,000 cases, and since 1984 has served as the 
panel trustee for the U.S. Bankruptcy Appellate Panel and has been appointed a trustee or receiver 
in numerous fraud and ponzi scheme cases. Mr. Sender has represented ,numerous companies as 
debtors in possession in chapter 11, as well as various unsecured creditors committees in complex 
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bankruptcy litigation involving valuation and confirmation issues. He has also been qualified as an 
expert witness before various courts in the areas of bankruptcy law and reasonableness of attorney 
fees. Mr. Sender has extensive experience in mechanic’s lien disputes and construction issues, rep-
resenting design professionals in disputes over negligent construction and design, principally in the 
areas of engineering, survey and architecture. He also represents material suppliers in mechanic’s 
lien matters and disputes over the quality of the material delivered to the project. In addition to be-
ing a member of the State Bar of Colorado, Mr. Sender is admitted to the State Bar and U.S. District 
Court of New Mexico and the U.S. District Court for the District of Colorado, the Tenth Circuit 
Court of Appeals and the U.S. Supreme Court. He is also a member of the Colorado Bar Associa-
tion and the New Mexico State Bar Association. Mr. Sender received his B.A. cum laude from New 
York University in 1972 and his J.D. from Georgetown University School of Law in 1975.

John C. Smiley is a partner in the Denver office of Lindquist & Vennum LLP, where he practices in 
bankruptcy law and commercial litigation. He has extensive experience in commercial bankruptcy 
and has represented debtors, creditors, trustees, committees and parties interested in acquiring as-
sets from bankruptcy estates. Mr. Smiley has been appointed as a chapter 11 trustee and examiner, 
and has represented receivers in state court proceedings. In addition, he has served as lead litiga-
tion counsel in federal, bankruptcy and state courts on complex bankruptcy and related commercial 
litigation matters, including all phases of bankruptcy litigation. Mr. Smiley has written several 
articles on litigation and bankruptcy law and speaks to various groups on the evolving aspects of 
commercial litigation, debtor/creditor relations and bankruptcy law. He has been the bankruptcy 
representative on the Colorado Faculty of Federal Advocates, the Rules Committee for the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court for the District of Colorado and the Rules Committee for the Tenth Circuit Bank-
ruptcy Appellate Panel. He is also a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy, was listed 
in The Best Lawyers in America and was named a “Super Lawyer” by 5280 Magazine from 2006-
14. Mr. Smiley received his B.S. from Colorado State University and his J.D. from the University 
of Wyoming College of Law.

Jack L. Smith is Of Counsel with Holland & Hart LLP in Denver and has practiced in the fields of 
bankruptcy, insolvency and creditors’ rights for more than 30 years. He has represented creditors, 
debtors, asset-purchasers and other parties in bankruptcies, workouts, receiverships and litigation, 
primarily involving commercial matters and spanning a wide range of business areas. He has par-
ticular experience with major acquisitions through contested and competitive bidding processes. 
Mr. Smith also serves clients in out-of-court workouts, receiverships, and state and federal court 
litigation of business disputes and creditors’ rights, and regularly counsels both debtor and creditor 
clients about insolvency issues in transactional matters. Mr. Smith has been a member of the Board 
of Editors and has authored more than 25 articles for The Bankruptcy Strategist since its inception. 
He is a past chair of the Colorado Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Subsection, a member of ABI and 
a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy. He received his undergraduate degree from Da-
vidson College and his J.D. from Cornell Law School.

D. Ray Strong  is a director at Berkeley Research Group, LLC in its Salt Lake City office. He 
is a certified public accountant, certified fraud examiner and certified insolvency and restructur-
ing adviser with more than 18 years of experience. Mr. Strong has been involved in numerous 
bankruptcy and insolvency matters, including court appointments as estate manager, examiner, 
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receiver, accountant to the trustee, accountant to the creditors’ committee and accountant to the 
debtor. He has also provided various financial advisory services to creditors’ committees, debtors 
in possession, chapter 11 and 7 bankruptcy trustees, and federal and state-appointed receivers. His 
experience includes the liquidation of assets, investigation of alleged insider dealings, liquidation 
and substantive-consolidation analyses, plan-feasibility analyses, plan preparation, investigation 
and pursuit of preferences, fraudulent transfers and other causes of action, solvency analyses and 
claims resolution. Mr. Strong has also operated companies in bankruptcy and receivership proceed-
ings and analyzed operating viability, developed operational and cash flow forecasts and projec-
tions, restructured accounting and information technology functions, analyzed and implemented 
internal controls, resolved employee-retention and benefit issues, identified and resolved insurance 
and environmental issues, restructured marketing and business-development efforts, implemented 
cash-flow and cash-collateral management systems, developed cost-control measures, reconstruct-
ed financial data and information, performed various financial analyses and investigations, and 
managed day-to-day operating and accounting activity. He also has extensive experience investigat-
ing fraud and mismanagement, including financial-statement fraud, embezzlement, Ponzi schemes, 
check-kiting, bank fraud, bankruptcy fraud, inventory schemes and payroll schemes. Mr. Strong is 
an instructor at the David Eccles School of Business at the University of Utah, where he co-teaches 
a fraud and forensic accounting course to graduate-level accounting students. He has also given 
presentations and seminars on various fraud, bankruptcy and accounting topics. He received his 
B.S. from Westminster College and his M.P.A. from the University of Utah.

Paul G. Swanson  is a partner in the Oshkosh, Wis., law firm of Steinhilber, Swanson, Mares, 
Marone & McDermott, where he represents individuals in business and financial reorganizations, 
restructurings, bankruptcy, receiverships and other debt-adjustment strategies. He primarily focuses 
on representing debtors in chapters 7, 11 and 12. Mr. Swanson is currently the chairman of the 
Board of Governors for the State Bar of Wisconsin and serves on its Executive Committee. He is 
past-chair of and continues to serve on the Continuing Legal Education Committee of the State 
Bar, and is past-chair of the Bankruptcy Insolvency and Creditors Rights Section. Mr. Swanson 
is a former president of the State Bar Young Lawyers Division, served as Treasurer 1994-95, and 
has served on the Board of Governors for the 1987-95 and 2008-15 terms. He also serves on the 
advisory board for ABI’s Central States Bankruptcy Workshop. Mr. Swanson has been a member 
of the board of directors of the Eastern District of Wisconsin Federal Bar Association. He is a for-
mer president of the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees (2005) and served on its board 
from 1994-2006. He is also currently a chapter 7 panel trustee in the Eastern District of Wisconsin 
and co-chairs the Federal Judicial Selection Commission for the state of Wisconsin, and he is a 
member of the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys. Mr. Swanson has lectured 
extensively on bankruptcy-related topics for the State Bar of Wisconsin, University of Wisconsin 
Law School, ABI and the National Advocacy Center for the U.S. Department of Justice, among 
others. He is Board Certified by the American Board of Certification in both Consumer and Busi-
ness Bankruptcy Law, having received his initial certification in 1993. Mr. Swanson received his 
undergraduate degree in accounting from the University of Wisconsin at Oshkosh and his J.D. from 
the University of Wisconsin Law School.

Hon. Howard R. Tallman was appointed a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Colorado on 
Dec. 6, 2002, in Denver and was named Chief Judge in January 2007. Prior to taking the bench, he 
served as the U.S. Trustee for Region 19, covering Colorado, Utah and Wyoming. Previously, Judge 
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Tallman practiced with the Denver firm of Markus Williams Young & Zimmermann, LLC, where 
he specialized in the representation of debtors, creditors, trustees, committees, asset-purchasers 
and other parties in workouts, restructurings, commercial litigation and bankruptcy cases and pro-
ceedings. He was also a member of the chapter 7 panel of trustees for Colorado from 1996 until 
his appointment as U.S. Trustee. From 1986-95, Judge Tallman practiced with the Denver office 
of Holland & Hart LLP, representing creditors and debtors in chapter 11 reorganizations. Begin-
ning in 1980, he worked as an attorney/analyst in the Denver office during the pilot phase of the 
U.S. Trustee Program, and served as Assistant U.S. Trustee for Colorado and Kansas from 1982-
86. From 1977-80, Judge Tallman was an assistant professor and member of the legal staff of the 
New Jersey Institute for Continuing Legal Education, an educational joint venture among Rutgers 
University Law School, Seton Hall Law School and the New Jersey Bar Association. He is an ABI 
member and is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certifica-
tion. Judge Tallman received his B.A. summa cum laude from Villanova University, his J.D. from 
the University of Denver College of Law and his M.B.A. in finance from the University of Colo-
rado Graduate School of Business.

Hon. William T. Thurman is Chief Judge of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Utah 
in Salt Lake City, first appointed to the bench in September 2001. He previously practiced with the 
firm of McKay, Burton & Thurman in Salt Lake City and focused his practice on bankruptcy law, 
and also served as a chapter 7 panel trustee. Since 2003, Judge Thurman has been a member of the 
Bankruptcy Appellate Panel of the Tenth Circuit and currently serves as its Chief Judge. He is also 
a visiting judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court in Las Vegas, sitting by designation from the Ninth 
and Tenth Circuits. Judge Thurman is a former member of the U.S. Judicial Conference Commit-
tee on Financial Disclosure, has served as a member of the board for the National Conference of 
Bankruptcy Judges and is currently active in several of its committees, and currently serves as co-
chair of its legislative committee. He is a member of and a frequent speaker for ABI and the Norton 
Bankruptcy Institute, and is also an Emeritus member in the American Inns of Court. Judge Thur-
man is the recipient of the Distinguished Service Award from the Utah Chapter of the Federal Bar 
Association for 2012. He received his B.A. and J.D. from the University of Utah.

Caroline Turner is a principal with DifferenceWORKS, LLC and is a workshop facilitator, speak-
er, consultant and author. She is a former corporate executive business attorney and was senior vice 
president and general counsel of Coors Brewing Company. In addition to leading the company’s 
internal legal function, she headed its Public Affairs Department, which included groups respon-
sible for federal and state government affairs, alcohol issues and environmental policy as well as the 
office of the corporate secretary. Previously, Ms. Turner was a partner with Holme Roberts & Owen 
in Denver, where she specialized in securities law and corporate transactions. She also clerked for 
Hon. McWilliams. Ms. Turner was recognized in 2000 by the Women’sVision Foundation as Cor-
porate Woman of the Year, received the Outstanding Alumni award from the University of Denver 
College of Law in 1999, was named a Woman of Distinction by the Girl Scouts in 2000, was hon-
ored by Coors in 2002 with the John Meadows Spirit of Diversity Award, and in 2005 received the 
Eleanor P. Williams award from the Arthritis Foundation of the Rocky Mountains.

Kimberley H. Tyson is a director of Ireland Stapleton Pryor & Pascoe, PC in Denver, where 
her practice focuses on bankruptcy and related litigation. She represents secured and unsecured 
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creditors, creditors’ committees, trustees and purchasers in bankruptcies. Ms. Tyson also represents 
clients in contested foreclosure proceedings and lender-liability cases, and has pursued hidden or 
improperly transferred assets. In March 2011, she was appointed to the panel of chapter 7 trustees 
by the U.S. Trustee. Ms. Tyson is a former chair of the Colorado Bar Association’s Bankruptcy sub-
committee and is a member of the Colorado Bankruptcy Court’s Local Rules Revision Committee. 
She is a frequent lecturer on bankruptcy issues, co-authors the bankruptcy chapter of the Annual 
Survey of Colorado Law and has been named in Colorado Super Lawyers. She is an active member 
of ABI, having served on its Rocky Mountain Bankruptcy Conference advisory board since 2003. 
Ms. Tyson clerked for Hon. John K. Pearson of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Kansas 
and Hon. Jerry G. Elliot of the Kansas Court of Appeals. She earned her B.A. at Smith College and 
her J.D. at the University of Kansas School of Law.

Deanna L. Westfall is a co-managing attorney for the Denver office of Weinstein Pinson & Riley, 
P.S., where she focuses her practice on creditors’ rights. She chairs the Business Law Section of 
the Colorado Bar Association and is an adjunct professor at the University of Colorado, teaching 
courses in business law and bankruptcy. Ms. Westfall is admitted to practice before the state and 
federal courts in Colorado and Wyoming. She is a member of the Wyoming, Colorado and Denver 
Bar Associations, as well as a frequent speaker on bankruptcy and creditors’ rights topics. Ms. 
Westfall received her B.A. in English and sociology from Washington University in 1990 and her 
J.D. from the University of Colorado in 1993.

Deborah D. Williamson  is the managing director of Cox Smith Matthews Incorporated in San 
Antonio and the senior member of the firm’s Bankruptcy and Creditors Rights Department. She 
has been recognized for her experience in bankruptcy cases with an emphasis on her knowledge of 
recent developments in bankruptcy, and co-authored the ABI Journal’s Benchnotes column for 25 
years. Ms. Williamson has served as debtors’ counsel, including in the case of TXCO Resources, 
Inc., a publicly traded exploration and production company based in the Eagle Ford shale. She has 
also served as committee counsel and individual creditors’ counsel in cases around the country. Ms. 
Williamson is a frequent speaker and author, and co-authored When Gushers Go Dry: the Essentials 
of Oil and Gas Bankruptcy, published by the American Bankruptcy Institute. She is a former presi-
dent of ABI (1997-98) and received ABI’s Lifetime Achievement Award in 2011. Ms. Williamson 
is a Fellow of and serves on the board of directors of the American College of Bankruptcy, and is 
a former chair of the Texas State Bar Bankruptcy Law Section. She was recently featured in Texas 
Lawyer’s “Go-To Guide” as one of five lawyers in the Bankruptcy category (published only every 
five years). Named a leader in her field by Chambers USA since 2003, Ms. Williamson was selected 
for inclusion by Law and Politics magazine as one of the “Top 100 Lawyers in Texas” (regardless 
of practice) since 2007. She has also been selected for inclusion as one of the “Top 50 Women Law-
yers in Texas” and as one of the “Top 50 Lawyers in Central Texas” by Law and Politics since the 
honor’s inception, and in The Best Lawyers in America consecutively for more than two decades. 
Ms. Williamson received her B.A. in political science with honors from the University of Texas, El 
Paso and her J.D. cum laude from the University of Houston Law Center.

Risa Lynn Wolf-Smith is a partner with Holland & Hart LLP in Denver and chairs its Bankruptcy 
and Creditors’ Rights Practice Group. She has represented secured lenders, creditors’ committees, 
unsecured creditors, asset-purchasers, landlords, franchisors, licensors and receivers, and she has 
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extensive experience in bankruptcy proceedings of all sizes and in many jurisdictions. She has in-
depth expertise in executory contracts and technology-related matters, and has litigated complex 
intellectual property and franchise agreement disputes. She has also frequently defended lender-
liability actions brought against secured lenders. Ms. Wolf-Smith has served as co-chair of ABI’s 
Rocky Mountain Bankruptcy Conference and as director for Colorado’s Turnaround Management 
Association chapter. She is a frequent lecturer and author, having been published in numerous trade 
and business publications. In addition, Ms. Wolf-Smith has been selected for inclusion in The Best 
Lawyers in America  for 2011-15 in Bankruptcy and Creditor-Debtor Rights Law and has been 
named as one of the top lawyers in The Legal 500 since 2009 and as a Colorado Super Lawyer from 
2005-14. A member of the Colorado and California Bar Associations, she received her B.A. summa 
cum laude in 1982 from Colorado College, where she was a Boettcher Scholar and was elected to 
Phi Beta Kappa, and her J.D. in 1985 from Stanford Law School.

Hon. Gregg W. Zive was sworn in as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Nevada in Reno 
on Jan. 23, 1995, and was reappointed in 2009. He is admitted to the Bars of California (1973) and 
Nevada (1976) and to the Bar of the U.S. Supreme Court. Judge Zive is a past president of the Na-
tional Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy (induct-
ed in 2005) and Master Emeritus of the Bruce R. Thompson Chapter of the American Inns of Court. 
He was an ABI director from 2008-14, as well as a member of the Washoe County Bar Association 
(president, 1992-93), the Nevada State-Federal Judicial Council and the State Bar of Nevada Advi-
sory Commission on Law Related Education. Judge Zive has been a member of the Ninth Circuit 
Public Information and Community Outreach Committee and the Ninth Circuit Standing Commit-
tee on ADR. He is a member of ABI’s Board of Directors and chaired the Ninth Circuit Conference 
of Chief Bankruptcy Judges from October 2005 to September 2006. Judge Zive retired Dec. 31, 
2010, and has been recalled on a full-time basis since Jan. 1, 2011. He received his B.A. in journal-
ism from the University of Nevada in 1967 and his J.D. magna cum laude from the University of 
Notre Dame Law School in 1973, where he was a member and editor of its law review.


