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Michael H. Ahrens is a partner in Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton LLP’s Finance and Bank-
ruptcy Practice Group in San Francisco, where he specializes in business bankruptcies. He has
represented debtors, creditors, creditors’ committees and asset purchasers in a wide variety of in-
dustries. He has also represented lenders, creditors and committees in bankruptcies and workouts.
Mr. Ahrens has served as director for the Bay Area Bankruptcy Forum and is a former co-chair of
the California Bankruptcy Conference’s Committee to the Ninth Circuit, as well as a member of the
Northern District of California Bankruptcy Advisory Committee, and has been appointed as a me-
diator for the past 20 years in the Northern District of California’s Bankruptcy Dispute Resolution
Program. He is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and has been listed as a leading
bankruptcy lawyer in Chambers USA from 2004-present and in The Best Lawyers in America since
2003. Mr. Ahrens received both his B.A in 1967 and his J.D. in 1969 from the University of San
Francisco.

Hon. Eddward P. Ballinger, Jr. is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Arizona in Phoenix,
appointed in February 2013. Prior to his appointment, Judge Ballinger served as an Arizona Supe-
rior Court judge in a number of capacities, including associate presiding judge, presiding criminal
judge and presiding juvenile judge. In 2000, the Arizona Supreme Court appointed Judge Ballinger
to preside over both the Gila River Stream Adjudication and the Little Colorado River Adjudica-
tion. He has been a member of the Arizona Judicial College, serving as dean from 2010-11, and
of Arizona’s Judicial Performance Review Commission. A frequent speaker and author, his most
recent publications address the legal ramifications of the judge-created economic loss rule to civil
litigation. Judge Ballinger received his J.D. and M.B.A. from Ohio State University in 1979 and his
LL.M. in taxation from New York University in 1981.

Craig A. Barbarosh is a partner with Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP in Costa Mesa, Calif., where
his practice focuses on financial restructuring, bankruptcy, insolvency and related corporate law.
He has worked with institutional lenders, investment and private-equity funds, indenture trustees
and bondholders, official and unofficial creditors’ and equity committees, distressed-debt investors,
trade creditors, real property and equipment lessors involving commercial, real estate and intellec-
tual property, collateral and debtors in and out of insolvency proceedings. He represents clients in
financial and operational restructurings throughout the U.S. in a variety of industries, and he serves
on the firm’s executive committee and board of directors. Mr. Barbarosh is a frequent speaker
and serves as an independent director on the boards of Quality Systems, Inc., where he chairs the
Nominating and Governance Committee and is a member of the Transaction and Compensation
Committees, and of Sabra Healthcare REIT, Inc., for which he chairs its Audit Committee and is a
member of its Compensation Committee. He received his B.A. from the University of California,
Santa Barbara and his J.D. with distinction from the University of the Pacific McGeorge School of
Law, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif.

Hon. Bruce T. Beesley was sworn in as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Nevada in Reno
on Jan. 3, 2011. Prior to his appointment, he was a practicing attorney for approximately 30 years,
specializing in bankruptcy and civil litigation matters. He began his bankruptcy career in 1980 and
has represented creditors’ committees, trustees, debtors and creditors in bankruptcy. Judge Bees-
ley’s practice has also included civil and business litigation, as well as expert advice or testimony
regarding bankruptcy and secured transactions. He has taught and been a presenter at several semi-
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nars regarding various bankruptcy-related topics, and has co-authored several articles in business
publications. Judge Beesley was board-certified in Creditors’ Rights Law by the American Board of
Certification in 2003. He is a member of ABI and a judicial chair of ABI’s Southwest Bankruptcy
Conference, and he has served as a lawyer representative for the Ninth Circuit Judicial Confer-
ence. He was also a member of the Board of Governors for the State Bar of Nevada from 2000-10
and president from 2008-09. Judge Beesley is a Master Emeritus member and past president of the
Bruce R. Thompson American Inns of Court. He received his B.S. in 1975 from the University of
Nevada, Reno and his J.D. in 1978 from the University of the Pacific McGeorge School of Law.

Stephen E. Berken is an attorney with Berken & Associates in Denver, where his practice focuses
on consumer bankruptcy law, debt workouts, asset protection and mechanic’s lien and trust fund
statutes. Mr. Berken handles chapter 7 and 13 cases, for which he defends and prosecutes bank-
ruptcy adversary matters, and state court litigation involving Colorado’s mechanic’s lien statute.
He is the Colorado state chair for the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys and
is a founding member of the Colorado Consumer Bankruptcy Association, as well as the Colorado
Debtors’ Counsel Listserv, an Internet-based source of information for debtors’ counsel in Colo-
rado. Mr. Berken is an ABI member and is board certified in Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the
American Board of Certification. He is also the state chair for CARE (Credit Abuse Resistance
Education) and regularly lectures to high school students about the responsible use of credit. Mr.
Berken earned his B.A. cum laude from the University of California in 1981 and his J.D. from the
University of California, Hastings College of the Law in 1984.

Steven M. Berman is a partner in the Tampa, Fla., office of Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick, LLP,
where he practices in the firm’s Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights Practice group. Mr. Berman has
more than 24 years of bankruptcy experience and has focused his practice as a business bankruptcy
litigator representing creditors, trustees, committees and business entities. He is Board Certified by
the American Board of Certification in both Creditors’ Rights and Business Bankruptcy Law, and is
a member of both the Florida and California Bar Associations. Mr. Berman is an active member of
ABI and serves on ABI’s advisory boards for the Southwest Bankruptcy Conference, Bankruptcy
Battleground West and Alexander L. Paskay Memorial Bankruptcy Seminar. He has also served as
the Special Projects/Task Force Leader for ABI’s Public Companies and Claims Trading Commit-
tee, and he is a member of the California Bankruptcy Forum, the Florida Bar Business Law Sec-
tion’s Bankruptcy/UCC Committee, the Tampa Bay Bankruptcy Bar Association, the Southwest
Florida Bankruptcy Professionals Association and the San Diego Bankruptcy Forum, for which he
serves on its board of directors. He is a frequent lecturer for ABI, the California Bankruptcy Forum
and the San Diego Bankruptcy Forum, and he also guest lectures for the Advanced Bankruptcy
Seminars at the University of Florida Levin College of Law as well as Stetson University College
of Law. Mr. Berman received his B.S. in multi-national business operations from Florida State Uni-
versity and his J.D. from the University of Florida Levin College of Law.

Mikel R. Bistrow is a partner with Ballard Spahr LLP in San Diego, where she focuses on com-
mercial finance and lending, real and personal property secured transactions, Uniform Commercial
Code, creditors’ collection and related remedies, bankruptcy, insolvency and work-outs. She repre-
sents lenders and borrowers in documenting, negotiating and enforcing real and personal property
loans and secured transactions, including revolving lines of credit, asset-based and real property
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secured loans, securitized credits and construction financing. Ms. Bistrow is Board Certified in
Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification and serves on its Board of Direc-
tors. She is a frequent speaker and has been recognized in The Best Lawyers in America since 1995
and in The Best Lawyers in San Diego in April 2001, and from 2005-14 and was named “2012 San
Diego Litigation Bankruptcy Lawyer of the Year” by The Best Lawyers in America. Ms. Bistrow
is admitted to practice in California and before the U.S. District Court for the Southern, Northern,
Central and Eastern Districts of California, the Ninth Circuit and the U.S. Supreme Court. Ms. Bis-
trow graduated from the University of Michigan Law School in 1981.

Lee R. Bogdanoff is a founding member and co-manager of Klee, Tuchin, Bogdanoff & Stern LLP
in Los Angeles, where his practice includes representating debtors in and out of court, creditors’
committees (bondholder and trade), secured creditors (including debtor-in-possession lenders), and
acquirers of assets and debt positions. He has served as lead counsel in some of the largest chapter
11 cases, including First Executive Corp. (a publicly held parent of Executive Life), Westmoreland
Coal Co. (a publicly held energy company), Matthews Studio Equipment Group (production equip-
ment for the entertainment industry), Outsource International (temporary employment services)
and Sun World International (farming operations). Mr. Bogdanoff was one of the primary attorneys
representing Orange County, Calif., in its chapter 9 bankruptcy, and he currently serves as counsel
for the chapter 7 trustee in IndyMac Bancorp, Inc. He also served as lead counsel to the examiner in
the investigation conducted in In re Tribune Co., et. al. Mr. Bogdanoff has participated on panels for
the American Bar Association, the Los Angeles County Bar Association, the State Bar of California
and the Financial Lawyers Conference of Los Angeles. He is a Fellow in the American College of
Bankruptcy and was named one of the “Outstanding Young Bankruptcy Lawyers of the Year” in
2000 by Turnarounds and Workouts, in the K&A Restructuring Register as one of America’s top
75 restructuring lawyers and one of the top 16 restructuring lawyers in California, and as the 2007
“Century City Bankruptcy Lawyer of the Year,” and he is listed in The Best Lawyers in America,
Chambers USA and Who's Who Legal (Insolvency & Restructuring). Mr. Bogdanoff received his
B.A. in history and political science Phi Beta Kappa from the University of California, Davis,
where he was a Regent Scholar, and his J.D. from Boalt Hall School of Law at the University of
California, Berkeley, in 1985, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif. He served as law
clerk to Hon. David Thompson of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit from 1985-86.

J. Scott Bovitz is an attorney with Bovitz & Spitzer in Los Angeles, where he focuses on bank-
ruptcy litigation. He was an adjunct professor of Law at Loyola Law School from 1982-87, where
he taught bankruptcy law, debtor/creditor law and the Uniform Commercial Code. Mr. Bovitz is a
frequent lecturer and author and coordinating editor of the ABI Journal‘s Chapter 8 column, and
he has been a mediator for California’s bankruptcy mediation program since 1995. He is board-
certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification and was selected in
2013 as a “Top Rated Lawyer in Corporate Restructuring and Bankruptcy” by Martindale-Hubbell
and American Lawyer Media. He has also been a Southern California “Super Lawyer” since 2004.
Mr. Bovitz is admitted to practice in California and before the U.S. Tax Court and the Ninth Circuit
Court of Appeals. He received his B.A. with high honors in economics and political science from
the University of California in 1977, his J.D. from Loyola Law School in 1980 and his Diploma in
Taxation from the University of San Diego in 1983.
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Hon. Peter W. Bowie is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of California in
San Diego, first appointed on March 2, 1988, and re-appointed on March 2, 2002. Following law
school, he was a trial attorney in the Honors Program of the U.S. Department of Justice, followed
by 14 years in the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Southern District of California, the last six of
which he served as the Chief Assistant U.S. Attorney. While a lawyer, and then as a judge, Judge
Bowie served on the Review Department of the state bar court concerned with attorney discipline.
In 1995, he was appointed by the late Chief Justice Rehnquist to the Codes of Conduct Committee
of the Judicial Conference of the United States. After serving on the committee for eight years, he
was appointed by the Judicial Conference as a liaison to the ABA’s Joint Commission to Evaluate
the Model Code of Judicial Conduct, which concluded its work in 2007. In the fall of 2009, he was
appointed to serve as a member of the Judicial Advisory Committee of the ABA’s Standing Com-
mittee on Ethics and Professional Responsibility. Judge Bowie is on the executive board and is a
Master of the Louis M. Welsh Inn of Court (No. 9), a founding board member of the Association of
Business Trial Lawyers of San Diego and a member of Rotary Club #33. Judge Bowie graduated
from Wake Forest College (now University) in 1964, served four years in the U.S. Navy with two
Vietnam tours, then attended the University of San Diego School of Law, graduating magna cum
laude in 1971.

C.R. “Chip” Bowles, Jr. is a partner in the law firm of Bingham Greenebaum Doll LLP in Lou-
isville, Ky., where he concentrates his practice in the areas of distressed-asset sales, professional
compensation, representation of non-attorney professionals, and debtor and creditor rights. Prior to
serving as law clerk to Hon. Henry H. Dickinson, he was an associate with the law firm of Porter,
Wright, Morris and Author in Cincinnati. Mr. Bowles is a former ABI director (2008-13), and he
is vice chair of ABI’s National Ethics Task Force and chair of its Fee and Retention subcommit-
tee. Mr. Bowles also chaired ABI’s Chapter 11 Professional Fee Study, formerly co-chaired ABI’s
Professional Compensation Committee and was a contributing editor of the ABI Journal’s Straight
and Narrow column. He currently co-chairs ABI’s Individual Chapter 11 Study and sits on the
American Board of Certification’s board of directors. Mr. Bowles lectures and writes extensively on
bankruptcy law and authored Getting Paid: Retention and Compensation in Bankruptcy Cases—A
Guide for Non-Attorney Professionals and the Attorneys Who Represent Them, now in its Second
Edition (ABI, 2010). He is also a past editor of The Broken Bench and Bar, the newsletter of the
Kentucky Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Section

Dawn M. Cica is a partner with Fox Rothschild LLP in Las Vegas, and her practice includes the
representation of purchasers of bankruptcy assets, secured lenders, debtors and unsecured creditors’
committees. She concentrates in the areas of business reorganization and restructuring, bankruptcy,
asset sales and acquisitions, and gaming, and has worked on some of the largest bankruptcy cases
in Nevada. Ms. Cica is admitted to the California, New York and Nevada Bar Associations and
authored “When Gaming Goes Heads Up with the Bankruptcy Code: Unique Restructuring Issues
for Gaming Businesses in Difficult Economic Times,” 3 UNLV Gaming L.J. 23 (2012), and “In and
Out of the Storm: Weathering the Financial Storm in Gaming,” Nevada Gaming Lawyer, September
2011. She sits on ABI’s Southwest Bankruptcy Conference Advisory Board, and is a director and
program chair of the Nevada chapter of the Turnaround Management Association. She also chairs
the executive committee of the Bankruptcy Section of the Nevada Bar and is a member of the real
estate subcommittee of its Real Estate Section. Ms. Cica has been recognized as a “Nevada Super
Lawyer” and as one of the Top 100 attorneys in Nevada in the “Legal Elite” edition of Nevada
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Business Magazine. She received her B.S. in finance from the University of Nevada, Reno and her
J.D. from the University of California, Los Angeles School of Law, where she was a member of
the UCLA Law Review and participated in a moot court.

Scott B. Cohen is a shareholder with Engelman Berger, PC in Phoenix, where he focuses on com-
mercial bankruptcy, primarily representing secured creditors and debtors in loan workouts, business
turnarounds, chapter 11 reorganizations, receiverships, bankruptcy litigation and commercial litiga-
tion. He chaired the Arizona State Bar Bankruptcy Section from 2011-12 and contributes a chapter
for Norton’s Bankruptcy Law and Practice. Mr. Cohen has been certified in Business Bankruptcy
Law by the American Board of Certification and is a member of the ABC Board of Directors. He
worked with the Arizona Bankers Association to reform Arizona’s anti-deficiency laws. Mr. Cohen
received his B.A. from the University of lowa and his J.D. with distinction from the University of
Iowa College of Law, where he was an articles editor for the Jowa Law Review.

Kevin W. Coleman is a partner and co-chair of Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis LLP’s Creditors’
Rights and Business Restructuring Practice Group in San Francisco. His practice focuses on busi-
ness restructurings, particularly those concerning technology and telecommunications companies.
Mr. Coleman represents debtors, creditors’ committees, trustees, financial institutions and parties to
significant ongoing contracts in cases under chapter 11 and chapter 7 of the Bankruptcy Code. He
has handled complex litigation concerning the treatment of executory contracts and secured claims
in connection with asset sales, debtor-in-possession financing and confirmation of chapter 11 plans.
Mr. Coleman received his B.A. in linguistics from New York University in 1988 and his J.D. from
Boston College Law School in 1993.

Hon. Daniel P. Collins is a Bankruptcy Judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of
Arizona in Phoenix, appointed Jan. 18, 2013. Previously, he was a shareholder with the law firm of
Collins, May, Potenza, Baran & Gillespie, P.C., in downtown Phoenix, practicing primarily in the
areas of bankruptcy, commercial litigation and commercial transactions. Judge Collins served on
the State Bar of Arizona’s Subcommittee on the Uniform Fraudulent Transfer Act. He also chaired
the Bankruptcy Section of the State of Arizona from 1995-96 and was a lawyer representative to the
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. Judge Collins is a frequent speaker on such topics as professional-
ism and civility, fraudulent transfers, discharge litigation, trial practice, reaffirmation agreements,
the intersection of bankruptcy and marital dissolution, receiverships, bankruptcy sales, bankruptcy
claims classification, trustee representation, pensions in bankruptcy, bankruptcy appeals and debt-
or/creditor law. He is a member of ABI, the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees, the State
Bar of Arizona and the Maricopa County Bar Association and currently serves on the board of the
Federal Bar Association’s Phoenix Chapter. He is also member of the University of Arizona Law
School Board of Visitors and was one of the founders of the Arizona Bankruptcy American Inns of
Court. Judge Collins received both his B.S. in finance and accounting in 1980 and his J.D. in 1983
from the University of Arizona.

Hon. Laurel E. Davis is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Nevada in Las Vegas, sworn in
on July 12, 2013. Prior to taking the bench, Judge Davis practiced law for 26 years in Nevada and
Arizona, representing individuals, trustees, committees and creditors in bankruptcy proceedings
and litigation, commercial litigation, mediation, arbitration, workouts and restructuring. She also
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served as a chapter 11 trustee. Judge Davis specialized in high-net-worth chapter 11 debtors as well
as sensitive matters involving ethics issues, disgorgement and show-cause orders issued to compa-
nies, law firms and attorneys. She is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American
Board of Certification and holds an AV-Preeminent rating from Martindale-Hubbell. Judge Davis
has been recognized in The Best Lawyers of America since 2005 in Bankruptcy Creditors-Debtor
Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law, and she chaired the Nevada State Bar Bankruptcy Sec-
tion in 2010 and 2011. In 2012 and 2013, she was recognized by Benchmark Litigation as among
the “Top 250 Women in Litigation in the Nation” and as a “2012 Rising Star.” While in practice,
Judge Davis provided pro bono service to indigent clients through the Legal Aid Center of Southern
Nevada, for which she serves on the executive committee of its Mid-Case Bankruptcy Panel. She
has also served as a Nevada Transitioning Into Practice mentor, as well as on numerous bench/bar
committees for bankruptcy and U.S. district courts. A 1999 graduate of the Las Vegas Chamber of
Commerce’s Leadership Las Vegas Program, Judge Davis received her B.S. in hotel administration
from the University of Nevada, Las Vegas in 1983 and her J.D. magna cum laude from the Univer-
sity of San Diego School of Law in 1987.

Tracy Hope Davis is the U.S. Trustee for northern and eastern California and Nevada, and is based
in San Francisco. Prior to her appointment, she served as U.S. Trustee for Region 2 in New York,
Connecticut and Vermont. Ms. Davis joined the U.S. Trustee Program in 1997 as a trial attorney
before being named as the Assistant U.S. Trustee in the Southern District of New York. She has also
served as the Acting Assistant U.S. Trustee in the Eastern District of New York (Brooklyn) and the
Acting U.S. Trustee for Region 2. Previously, she practiced bankruptcy law in New York City and
clerked for Hon. Cornelius Blackshear (ret.). She received her J.D. from Rutgers Law School and
her B.A. from Wells College.

Karol K. Denniston is a partner in Schiff Hardin LLP’s Bankruptcy, Restructuring and Creditors’
Rights Group in San Francisco, where she focuses on high-yield and municipal restructurings. She
played a key role in the drafting and passage of State Assembly Bill 506 (AB 506), which requires
municipalities in California to participate in a neutral evaluation process before filing for bankrupt-
cy. Ms. Denniston is an experienced mediator and arbitrator, and lectures frequently on municipal
restructuring, pension obligations and service insolvency. She received her B.A. cum laude in Eng-
lish and speech communication in 1980 from Concord College, her M.A. with honors in education
from West Virginia University in 1982 and her J.D. from West Virginia College of Law in 1985,
where she was a member of the Order of the Coif.

Cecily A. Dumas is an attorney with Dumas & Clark LLP in San Francisco, where she focuses on
commercial transactions and business restructuring and bankruptcies. She has represented debtors,
secured and unsecured creditors, asset acquirers, creditors’ committees and chapter 11 trustees. Ms.
Dumas is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and a member of the Association of Re-
structuring and Insolvency Advisors, the American Bar Association’s Business Law Section, ABI
and the Bar Association of San Francisco’s Commercial Law and Bankruptcy Section. Ms. Dumas
is a frequent lecturer and author. She received her A.B. from the University of California and her
J.D. from Golden Gate University School of Law.
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Van C. Durrer, II is a partner with Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP in Los Angeles,
where he leads the firm’s Corporate Restructuring Practice for the western U.S. and around the
Pacific Rim. He represents public and private companies, major secured creditors, official and un-
official committees of unsecured creditors, investors and asset-purchasers in troubled-company
M&As, and financing and restructuring transactions, including out-of-court workouts and formal
insolvency proceedings. Mr. Durrer is a member of the Turnaround Management Association, IN-
SOL, the Association of Insolvency & Restructuring Advisors and Asia Society, and is a member
of the California, Delaware, District of Columbia, Maryland, New York and Virginia Bar Asso-
ciations. He has been recognized as a “Leading Lawyer” by Chambers USA and is listed in The
Best Lawyers in America. He has also been recognized in Turnarounds & Workouts magazine’s
“Outstanding Young Bankruptcy Lawyers.” Mr. Durrer is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy
Law by the American Board of Certification. He received his B.A. in 1990 from Johns Hopkins
University and his J.D. from the University of Maryland School of Law in 1993.

Robert L. Eisenbach, III is a partner in charge of the San Francisco Office of Cooley LLP’s
Bankruptcy & Restructuring practice group, which he joined in 1986. He focuses his practice on
bankruptcy and restructuring matters and frequently represents unsecured creditors’ committees
in chapter 11 cases in a range of industries, including semiconductor and storage technology, bio-
technology, health care and retail. In addition, Mr. Eisenbach regularly guides companies and their
boards of directors through chapter 11 and out-of-court restructurings. He helps purchasers navigate
the unique issues involved when buying assets from financially troubled or bankrupt companies and
has represented clients in a wide variety of bankruptcy-related litigation, director and officer li-
ability litigation, complex commercial litigation and intellectual property cases. He has developed
a national reputation for helping clients deal with the intersection of intellectual property and bank-
ruptcy law, representing licensors, licensees and others on these complex issues. Mr. Eisenbach is
listed in The Best Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy and Creditor-Debtor Rights Law, and is rec-
ognized as one of “Northern California’s Super Lawyers.” Mr. Eisenbach publishes /n The Red®:
The Business Bankruptcy Blog as a way for CEOs, CFOs, boards of directors, credit professionals,
in-house counsel and others to stay informed about important business bankruptcy issues and devel-
opments. He has served as vice chair of the Subcommittee on Technology-Oriented Bankruptcies of
the Business Bankruptcy Committee of the American Bar Association’s Business Law Section, and
he is a frequent speaker on the interplay between bankruptcy and intellectual property law, as well
as other aspects of bankruptcy law. He received his J.D. from the University of Virginia School of
Law, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif, and completed his undergraduate education
at Louisiana State University, where he graduated summa cum laude with a B.A. in political sci-
ence and economics. Upon graduation from LSU, he was awarded the University Medal for Highest
Academic Achievement and received a Phi Kappa Phi National Graduate Fellowship.

Joseph A. Eisenberg is a partner with Jeffer Mangels Butler & Mitchell LLP in Los Angeles and
has more than 35 years of experience in insolvency and bankruptcy-related work, including the
representation of debtors, creditors, committees and purchasers. He was a founding member of
Levene & Eisenberg, A Professional Corporation, which established itself as a leading bankruptcy
firm on the west coast. Mr. Eisenberg is a member of the Financial Lawyers Conference and the
Los Angeles Bankruptcy Forum, as well as the State Bars of California and Nevada. He is also a
frequent lecturer on issues of bankruptcy insolvency. Mr. Eisenberg received his B.A. in 1968 from
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the University of California at Berkeley and his J.D. in 1972 from the University of California at
Berkeley Boalt Hall School of Law.

Ford Elsaesser is a senior partner with Elsaesser Jarzabek Anderson Elliott & Macdonald, Chtd. in
Sandpoint, Idaho, where his practice focuses on restructuring insolvency and bankruptcy law, com-
mercial litigation, trusteeships and federal and state courts receiverships, mediation and arbitration,
and he is an expert witness in commercial law and bankruptcy. Mr. Elsaesser is a past president and
chairman of ABI and received the Legal Merit Award from the University of Idaho College of Law.
He is admitted to the Idaho State Bar, the U.S. District Court for Idaho, the Ninth Circuit Court of
Appeals and the University of Idaho Law School. Mr. Elsaesser received his B.A. from Goddard
College and his J.D. from the University of Idaho Law School.

Scott D. Fleming is Of Counsel with Armstrong Teasdale LLP in Las Vegas and a member of the
firm’s Financial and Real Estate Services practice group. He represents creditors seeking to maxi-
mize their returns through bankruptcy settings, as well as clients’ interests with chapter 11 reorga-
nizations, chapter 7 liquidations and preference litigation. Previously, Mr. Fleming was in private
practice in Las Vegas. He received his B.A. from the University of Nevada-Las Vegas in 1990 and
his J.D. from Loyola Law School in 1995.

Susan M. Freeman is a partner at Lewis Roca Rothgerber LLP in Phoenix, where her bankruptcy
practice includes representing debtors in possession, secured and unsecured creditors, committees,
trustees and asset-buyers. She served as the liquidating trustee of the Oregon Arena Corporation
liquidating trust in Portland, Ore. Ms. Freeman is a Fellow and former director and vice president
of the American College of Bankruptcy, and she is an ABI member. She has been a Certified Spe-
cialist in Bankruptcy Law since 1987, and co-chairs the Secured Creditors Subcommittee of the
ABA’s Business Bankruptcy Committee; she formerly co-chaired its Chapter 11 Subcommittee
and chaired its Professional Responsibility Subcommittee. She is also a member of the American
Academy of Appellate Lawyers and teaches at national and state Appellate Practice Institutes. Ms.
Freeman has briefed more than 300 appeals in state and federal courts, and has served as a judge pro
tem at the Arizona Court of Appeals and on several appellate court committees, including the Ninth
Circuit Rules Committee. A frequent lecturer and author, she co-authored the Civil Appeals section
of the Arizona Appellate Handbook and contributed Chapter 172 on professional responsibility
in bankruptcy cases in Norton Bankruptcy Law & Practice. She has also been listed in The Best
Lawyers in America since 1989 and is listed in the “Top 50 in Arizona” by Southwest Super Law-
yers. Ms. Freeman received her B.A. from Mount Holyoke College with distinction and her J.D.
from New York University School of Law, where she was a Root-Tilden scholar.

Gabriel Fried is the founder and CEO of Hilco Streambank LLC in Needham, Mass., where he
has taken the lead role in the liquidation of the IP assets from retailers, as well as automotive sheet
metal suppliers. He has worked as a liquidator, auctioneer, investor, buyers’ broker, consultant, ex-
pert witness and appraiser in regards to distressed intangibles. His industry experience also includes
automotive, consumer durables, health care, franchise, apparel and footwear, chemical, telecom-
munications and software. Prior to founding Hilco Streambank, Mr. Fried worked as a consultant
to other IP consulting firms and as a managing director at XRoads Solutions Group. He received
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his B.A. with honors from the University of Massachusetts and his M.S. in economics from the
University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana.

Donald L. Gaffney is a partner in the law firm of Snell & Wilmer LLP in its Phoenix office. He
is a member of standing committees and subcommittees of the American Bar Association and the
Commercial Panel of the American Arbitration Association. Mr. Gaffney is admitted to the Arizona
bar, the Ninth and Tenth Circuit Courts of Appeals and the U.S. Supreme Court. He has twice been
chairman of the State Bar of Arizona Bankruptcy Section and has served as an adjunct professor
and guest lecturer at Arizona State University’s Law and Business Schools. Mr. Gaftney has been
lead counsel in several international insolvency and fraud cases and has appeared as an expert on
bankruptcy law in both the U.S. and Canada. He has recently served as an attorney representative
to the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals Judicial Conference, and in 2006, he was the first privacy
ombudsman appointed in the U.S. bankruptcy court system. An author of numerous articles, Mr.
Gaffney received his B.A. from Austin College as an Austin Scholar and his J.D. with honors from
the University of Texas Law School, where he was an editor of the 7exas Law Review.

Gregory E. Garman is a managing shareholder with Gordon Silver in Las Vegas and a member of
the firm’s Business Restructuring & Bankruptcy Department. His practice focuses on commercial
and corporate bankruptcy and restructuring, and he regularly represents debtors, trustees, official
committees, secured creditors and other parties in matters involving hospitality, lending, high tech,
gaming, airlines and real estate. Mr. Garman became managing shareholder in 2008 and currently
represents a prominent regional development company in the restructuring of more than 250 mil-
lion in long-term debt as well as the Spanish Trail Golf Club in its ongoing chapter 11 bankruptcy
proceeding. He has been recognized since 2007 by The Best Lawyers in America and has a BV Cer-
tification Rating by Martindale-Hubbell. Mr. Garman received his B.A. from Loyola Marymount
University in 1994 and his J.D. from Loyola Law School in 1997.

Scott F. Gautier is a partner with Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi, LLP in Los Angeles, where
he represents corporate debtors, creditors, committees, equity-holders and acquirers in distressed
financial situations. He also represents and reorganizes mid-market companies and has had signifi-
cant roles in prominent national bankruptcy cases. In addition, he has served in various roles in
a number of out-of-court financial restructuring matters and advises clients on bankruptcy issues
in non-bankruptcy matters. Mr. Gautier’s recent chapter 11 representations include Wagstaft, Inc.
(KFC franchise), Sexy Hair, LLC, Ritz Interactive, Inc., The Halcyon Group (“The Terminator”
film franchise), Skyguard (a JD Powers company), Industrial Parts Depot, Inc. and Applause, LLC.
His most recent engagements have been in the health care, real estate, entertainment, hazardous
waste and restaurant franchise industries. Mr. Gautier sits on the boards of directors for both ABI
and the Southern California Chapter of the Turnaround Management Association, and he regularly
writes and speaks on financial restructuring and insolvency issues for local and national confer-
ences. Previously, Mr. Gautier practiced financial restructuring and bankruptcy with Peitzman, Weg
& Kempinsky LLP, McDermott, Will & Emery LLP and Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy LLP.
Recognized by Chambers USA as one of California’s leading bankruptcy practitioners, Mr. Gautier
is listed as a Southern California “Super Lawyers” in Law & Politics and Los Angeles Magazine.
He received his B.S.B.A. from Ohio State University and his J.D. with highest honors from the
Chicago-Kent College of Law, where he was elected to the Order of the Coif.
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Edward T. Gavin is a managing director and founding partner of Gavin/Solmonese LLC in Wilm-
ington, Del., where he leads the firm’s Restructuring and Fiduciary Services Practice and special-
izes in complex bankruptcy matters, representing debtors and creditors as financial advisor, asset-
sale advisor, restructuring officer or other type of responsible party. In addition, he is frequently
appointed liquidating trustee, litigation trustee or plan administrator over post-confirmation liqui-
dating trusts. A Certified Turnaround Professional, Mr. Gavin is an expert on rapid § 363 asset-sale
processes, SPM gifts/carve-outs and the evaluation of claims against insiders. His engagements
have included responsibilities as bankruptcy and non-bankruptcy financial advisor to debtors and
creditors’ committees, bankruptcy and non-bankruptcy interim management appointments, business
viability assessments, mergers and acquisitions, business integrations and strategic sales, corporate
strategy and policy development and implementation, e-commerce and marketing strategy develop-
ment, process re-engineering, and enterprise resource planning (ERP) system implementation and
assessment. His roles have also included regulatory affairs management positions in FDA-regulated
organizations, including the leadership of process re-engineering to remediate violations of FDA
regulations. Mr. Gavin co-chaired ABI’s Financial Advisors Committee (2010-12) and is a former
co-chair and education director of ABI’s Ethics and Professional Compensation Committee. He is
ABI’s Vice President-Development, a 30th Anniversary Circle contributor to ABI’s Endowment
Fund and co-chair of ABI’s Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Workshop, and he serves on ABI’s National
Ethics Standards Task Force. A contributing editor for the ABI Journal's “Last in Line” and “Fi-
nancial Statements” columns, Mr. Gavin also writes the “Turnaround Tactics” blog for Forbes and
has contributed to a number of publications. He attended the University of the Arts in Philadelphia,
studying music theory and education.

Bernard R. Given, II is a partner at Loeb & Loeb LLP in Los Angeles, where he practices in the
area of bankruptcy and commercial litigation, with an emphasis on business reorganizations and
creditors’ rights, and represents debtors, creditors and creditors’ committees in cases throughout the
nation. Previously, he was a shareholder at Frandzel Robins Bloom & Csato, L.C. in Los Angeles.
A frequent speaker, Mr. Given is currently an adjunct professor at the University of Texas in El
Paso, as well as a Fellow of the Texas Bar Foundation and secretary of the Los Angeles County
Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Subcommittee. He is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell
and has been named in Southern California Super Lawyers (2010 and 2012) and 7exas Super Law-
vers (2008) in the areas of Bankruptcy & Creditor/Debtor Rights and Business Litigation. Mr.
Given received his B.A. from the University of Texas at Austin and his J.D. from the University of
Southern California.

Debra 1. Grassgreen is a partner in the San Francisco office of Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones
LLP, where she has significant experience representing debtors, trustees and creditors’ commit-
tees in chapter 11 cases nationwide and internationally. Ms. Grassgreen is an author and frequent
speaker on various bankruptcy-related topics, including the treatment of intellectual property rights
in bankruptcy, entertainment-related bankruptcy issues, the interplay of real estate and bankruptcy,
issues in hi-tech bankruptcy cases and individual chapter 11 debtors. Ms. Grassgreen participates in
the United Nations working group (UNCITRAL) that has been developing a uniform international
insolvency law and materials to assist countries in the adoption and implementation of insolvency
legislation. She also serves on the Advisory Committee of the American Bankruptcy Institute Com-
mission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11. In 2013, Ms. Grassgreen was named by the Daily
Journal as one of the top 100 women lawyers in California. Ms. Grassgreen is listed in The Best
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Lawyers in America and San Francisco's Best Lawyers for her work in bankruptcy and creditor-
debtor rights law, and is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy. She is a member of the
American and International Bar Associations and sits on the board of directors for the International
Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation. She is also a former member of the Florida
Bar Association’s Business Law Section Bankruptcy/UCC Committee. Ms. Grassgreen is admit-
ted to practice in both Florida and California. She received both her undergraduate degree and J.D.
from the University of Florida.

Peter J. Gurfein is a partner in the Los Angeles office of Landau Gottfried & Berger LLP, where
his practice focuses on representing creditors’ committees, trustees, debtors and equity-holders in
major chapter 11 cases in the airline, health care, retail, telecommunication, entertainment, high-
tech and real estate industries. He has appeared in cases involving bank insolvencies and insur-
ance company insolvencies, and in chapter 11 cases involving high-net-worth individuals. A former
prosecutor, Mr. Gurfein has extensive experience in the prosecution and defense of bankruptcy
fraud investigations and officer and director liability. He is currently president of the Los Angeles
Bankruptcy Forum and a director of the California Bankruptcy Forum, and he was editor-in-chief
of the California Bankruptcy Journal from 1995-99. Mr. Gurfein has lectured extensively on cor-
porate-governance issues pertaining to the obligations of directors in the zone of insolvency, the
sale of assets under distress, prepackaged plans of reorganization and bankruptcy in the hospitality
industry. In April 2006, Mr. Gurfein was acknowledged by The Deal’s Bankruptcy Insider as one of
the “top shareholder lawyers” for companies in reorganization, and he is also listed in “Who’s Who
in America.” He received his B.A. from New York University and his J.D. from George Washington
University.

Douglas E. Himmel is the managing director of Melville Capital, LLC in Venice, Calif. (Los
Angeles area), a secondary-market advisory firm where he oversees the implementation of unique
solutions to policyowners and their advisors. Through his efforts helping insolvent companies and
their advisors, he focuses on ensuring that life insurance is seen as a saleable asset and not just as an
expense to the company/estate. Mr. Himmel has been involved with finance, lending and life insur-
ance for more than 15 years, and holds his series 7 and 63 licenses and is a licensed Life Agent in
numerous states. He earned his B.A. in political science and finance from the University of Arizona.

Hon. Stacey G.C. Jernigan is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Texas in Dal-
las, appointed on May 12, 2006. Prior to her appointment, Judge Jernigan practiced for 17 years in
the Business Reorganization and Bankruptcy Practice Group of Haynes and Boone LLP in Dallas,
where she represented debtors, committees and purchasers in large, complex chapter 11 cases and
out-of-court workouts. She is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board
of Certification, a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and a member of the Texas and
Dallas Bar Foundations. Judge Jernigan is a frequent author and has been recognized by Chambers
USA, D. Magazine and Texas Monthly Law & Politics. She received her B.B.A. magna cum laude
from Southern Methodist University in 1986 and her J.D. from the University of Texas Law School
in 1989.

Eve H. Karasik is a shareholder with Gordon Silver in Los Angeles in the firm’s Business Restruc-
turing & Bankruptcy Department. She focuses her practice on the representation of business entities
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in several industries in connection with restructuring initiatives. In addition to representing corpo-
rate debtors, Ms. Karasik has represented creditors’ committees, equity committees and significant
creditors in cases pending around the country. She also served as counsel to the trustee in the
Securities Investor Protection Corp. liquidation proceeding of W.S. Clearing, Inc. (Los Angeles),
counsel to the examiner in the Fontainebleau Las Vegas Holdings, LLC., et al. (Miami), and counsel
to the J.T. Thorpe Settlement Trust, the Thorpe Insulation Company Settlement Trust, Plant Insula-
tion Settlement Trust and the Western Asbestos Settlement Trust (Reno). Ms. Karasik authored “A
Normative Analysis of Disclosure, Privacy, and Computers: The State Cases,” 10 Computer L.J.
603, 1990, and is an ABI member and co-chairs its Bankruptcy Battleground West conference. She
is also a newsletter editor for ABI’s Ethics and Compensation Subcommittee and a member of the
State Bar of California’s Business Law Section of its Insolvency Law Committee, the Los Angeles
County Bar Association’s Commercial Law and Bankruptcy Section, the International Women’s
Insolvency and Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC), the Women Lawyers Association of Los
Angeles and California Women Lawyers. She has also been recognized as a “Southern California
Super Lawyer” and in The Best Lawyers in America. Ms. Karasik received her B.A. in history
with high honors from the University of California, Berkeley and her J.D. from the University of
Southern California, where she was admitted to the Order of the Coif. In addition, she served as
the managing editor of the University of Southern California Computer Law and Major Tax Plan-
ning journals.

Peter S. Kaufman is president of Gordian Group, LLC in New York and head of its Restructuring
and Distressed M&A practice, and has been ranked as the number one investment banker in finan-
cial restructuring by The Deal. Previously, he was at First Boston Corp., where he was a found-
ing member of its Distressed Securities Group. Mr. Kaufman is also a co-founder and managing
partner of Bacchus Capital Management, a private-equity fund providing strategic capital to the
wine industry. He has more than 25 years of experience in solving complex financial challenges as
an investment banker and attorney. In 2013, he testified in front of the ABI Commission on Bank-
ruptcy Reform in regards to valuation. Mr. Kaufman co-authored Distressed Investment Banking:
To the Abyss and Back, published in 2005 by Beard Books LLC. He is also co-author of “The Role
of the Investment Banker” chapter in ABI’s Bankruptcy Business Acquisitions (LexMed Publish-
ing, 1998), which details various strategies and tactics used in distressed situations, and “Trading
in the Distressed Market,” Investing in Bankruptcies and Turnarounds (Harper Collins Publishers,
1991). Mr. Kaufman is a founding co-chair of ABI’s Investment Banking Committee and is NASD-
licensed in Series 7, 24 and 63. He received his B.A.s in history and art history with honors from
Yale College and his J.D. from the University of Virginia School of Law, where he graduated in the
top 25 percent of his class.

Monty L. Kehl is a senior managing director with Mesirow Financial Consulting, LLC in Chicago
and has more than 20 years of experience providing financial advisory services. He has assisted
troubled companies and their creditors to identify and implement optimizing solutions through out-
of-court restructurings or chapter 11 proceedings. Mr. Kehl has advised the Official Committee of
Unsecured Creditors in the chapter 11 cases for Liberty Medical Supply, Inc., AMF Bowling World-
wide, Inc., Sbarro, Inc., Gas City, Ltd., Nebraska Book Company, Inc., Uni-Mart, Inc., The Bombay
Company, Inc., Souper Salad, Inc., Schlotzsky’s Inc. and Quantegy, Inc. His industry experience
includes energy, manufacturing and distribution, financial services and telecommunications. He has
also assisted clients during their negotiations with lenders to restructure their balance sheets, as well
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as to secure start-up capital for a new firm in the energy commodities sector. Previously, Mr. Kehl
was an officer and manager for several Fortune 500 industrial concerns and was responsible for
banking relationships, treasury management, debt compliance, and financial and strategic planning,
as well as operations management. A Certified Insolvency and Restructuring Advisor, he holds a
certification in Distressed Business Valuation and is a frequent speaker at industry conferences.
In 2009, he was named a finalist by Turnarounds & Workouts in its “People to Watch: Business
Professionals Making Their Mark™ special report. He received his B.S. with honors in petroleum
engineering from the University of Wyoming and his M.B.A. from The Wharton School at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania.

Karen L. Kellett is a member of Armstrong Kellett Bartholow P.C. in Dallas, which she formed
in 2012 and where she practices in bankruptcy, commercial litigation, consumer financial servic-
es, consumer class actions and consumer credit cases. She has successfully represented numerous
plaintiffs in bankruptcy and other consumer-protection cases, as well as class actions against na-
tional creditors in multiple venues. She also serves on local, state and national bar committees and
practice-group associations, and writes and speaks frequently on bankruptcy and financial-services
issues. Ms. Kellett was an attorney at Thompson & Knight from 1987-94. She represented NYSE
clients in commercial bankruptcy and insolvency proceedings and litigation, including Southmark
Corp. and Amdura Corp. in their chapter 11 bankruptcies. In 1994, Ms. Kellett joined The Associ-
ates as vice president and assistant general counsel, where she was bankruptcy strategist and litiga-
tion manager for consumer financial services litigation. While at Associates, Ms. Kellett primarily
was responsible for consumer class-action litigation involving state and federal lending laws, in-
cluding bankruptcy laws, in suits filed throughout the country. Ms. Kellett is a member of the State
Bar of Texas, the Texas A&M Bar Association and the Dallas Bar Association. She received her
B.B.A. summa cum laude from Texas A&M University and her J.D. with honors from the Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin.

Hon. Sandra R. Klein is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for Central District of California in Los Ange-
les, appointed on April 22, 2011. Prior to her appointment to the bench, she worked for more than
13 years for the U.S. Department of Justice. Judge Klein served as a special assistant U.S. attorney
in the Central District of California, and most recently as the acting assistant director of the Office
of Criminal Enforcement of the U.S. Trustee Program. Before joining the Department of Justice,
Judge Klein was a litigation associate with O’Melveny & Myers LLP and a judicial law clerk to
Hon. Arthur L. Alarcon of the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals and Hon. Lourdes G. Baird of the
Central District of California. She also taught a course on white-collar crime as a part-time adjunct
professor at Loyola Law School and has co-chaired the Women Lawyers Association of Los An-
geles’s Law Student Mentoring Committee. Judge Klein received her M.B.A. with honors from
UCLA’s Anderson School of Management, her J.D. magna cum laude from Loyola Law School
and her Bachelor’s Degree in music education magna cum laude from the University of Lowell in
Massachusetts.

Jordan A. Kroop is a partner in the Bankruptcy & Restructuring group of Perkins Coie LLP’s
Business Practice in Pheonix. He represents debtors, official committees, acquirers and significant
creditors in chapter 11 matters involving publicly traded and privately held companies throughout
the nation. He has also represented secured lenders, committees, lessors and institutional lenders.
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Since 1998, Mr. Kroop has coauthored and regularly updated the two-volume treatise Bankruptcy
Litigation and Practice: A Practitioner’s Guide, now in its fourth edition. He also co-authored a
chapter on chapter 11 and sports franchises in the Collier Guide to Chapter 11 (LexisNexis 2011,
rev’d 2012, 2013) and co-authored The Executive Guide to Corporate Bankruptcy (Beard Books). A
frequent speaker, Mr. Kroop has taught trial techniques for ABI for the last three years and has been
a professor of international commercial arbitration at the University of Salzburg in Austria through
the McGeorge School of Law. He is also an adjunct professor of bankruptcy litigation and an oc-
casional lecturer on business law topics and international commercial arbitration at the Sandra Day
O’Connor College of Law at Arizona State University. Mr. Kroop is recognized in Southwest Super
Lawyers and The Best Lawyers in America, and was one of a handful lawyers named among the
“Outstanding Young Bankruptcy Lawyers” in the U.S. by Turnarounds & Workouts. He received
his A.B. magna cum laude from Brown University and his J.D. from the University of Virginia.

Hon. August B. Landis is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Nevada in Las Vegas, ap-
pointed in 2013. Prior to his appointment, Judge Landis served as the U.S. Trustee Program’s first
Acting Associate General Counsel for Chapter 11 Practice, and he also served as an Assistant U.S.
Trustee for the District of Nevada. From 1987-90, he was an associate with the Des Moines, lowa,
firm of Neiman, Neiman, Stone & Spellman, and he previously served as a chapter 7 panel trustee
for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of Iowa. From 1990 until taking the As-
sistant U.S. Trustee position in Las Vegas, Judge Landis practiced with Whitfield & Eddy, P.L.C. in
Des Moines, where the bulk of his work involved creditors’ rights in commercial litigation, secured
transactions and bankruptcy cases. Judge Landis received his J.D. from Drake Law School in Des
Moines.

Heather A. LaSalle is an associate in McGlinchey Stafford, PLLC’s Commercial Litigation sec-
tion in New Orleans, where she focuses on bankruptcy, creditor rights, commercial disputes and
consumer finance litigation. Ms. LaSalle represents secured and unsecured creditors in consumer
and commercial bankruptcy proceedings. Her practice includes lift-stay motions, objections to con-
firmation plans, reaffirmation agreements, obtaining adequate protection orders, objecting to dis-
charge, valuation hearings, adversary proceedings, defense of preferential transfer actions and de-
fending sanctions motions. She also has experience with escrow and bankruptcy accounting issues.
Ms. LaSalle is an ABI member and serves on ABI’s Southwest Bankruptcy Conference Advisory
Board. She is also a member of ABI’s Bankruptcy Litigation and Consumer Bankruptcy Com-
mittees. She is also a member of the Louisiana Chapter of the International Women’s Insolvency
& Restructuring Confederation. Ms. LaSalle received her B.A. and P.P.A. from Louisiana State
University and her J.D. cum laude from Loyola Law School, where she was editor-in-chief of the
Loyola Maritime Law Journal and the recipient of various academic awards.

Sharon L. Levine is a member of Lowenstein Sandler PC in Roseland, N.J. and a senior member
of the firm’s Bankruptcy, Financial Reorganization & Creditors’ Rights group, where she focuses
on bankruptcy, restructuring, debtor/creditor law and bankruptcy litigation. She represents purchas-
ers, debtors, creditors’ committees, unsecured creditors, individual creditors, secured creditors and
equity-holders, and she frequently provides bankruptcy advice on out-of-court corporate reorgani-
zations, corporate and structured-finance matters, and acquiring assets out of bankruptcy or in cir-
cumstances where one of the parties might be insolvent. A frequent lecturer on various bankruptcy
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topics, Ms. Levine is a Fellow of the Litigation Councel of America, educational chair of ABI’s
Unsecured Trade Creditors Committee and is a member of TMA, the New Jersey State Bar Asso-
ciation’s Debtor/Creditor Section and the American Bar Association’s Business Law Section. She
has also been featured in Chambers USA (2008-14), The Best Lawyers in America (2012-14) and
in New Jersey Super Lawyers (2005-14). Ms. Levine received her B.A. from Franklin & Marshall
College and her J.D. from Case Western Reserve University School of Law, where she was an as-
sociate editor of the Case Western Reserve University Law Review.

Marc A. Levinson is a partner with Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP in its Sacramento, Calif.,
office. Since starting his career as an associate in Shutan & Trost in Los Angeles in 1975, his prac-
tice has involved insolvency planning, bankruptcy cases, and workouts and other out-of-court reor-
ganizations. Mr. Levinson has also served as an examiner in cases in Oakland and Sacramento. He
served as a law clerk for Chief Justice Donald R. Wright of the California Supreme Court (1973-74)
and for Judge William H. Orrick, Jr. of the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California
(1974-75). He was lead bankruptcy counsel for the City of Vallejo, California, whose chapter 9 plan
of adjustment went effective in the fall of 2011, and currently is the lead bankruptcy counsel for
City of Stockton, California. Mr. Levinson chairs the Board of Regents of the American College of
Bankruptcy and is a conferee of the National Bankruptcy Conference. He is also a past president
of both the California Bankruptcy Forum and the Sacramento Valley Bankruptcy Forum, and co-
authored ABI’s Municipalities in Peril: The ABI Guide to Chapter 9, published in 2010 and 2012.
In April 2009, he was named by The American Lawyer as one of its “Dealmakers of the Year,” and
in 2009 and 2010 he was named by the Daily Journal as one of California’s “Top 100 Lawyers.”
Mr. Levinson received his B.A. in English from UCLA and his J.D. from the U.C. Davis School of
Law, where he was the editor-in-chief of its Law Review.

Gaurav Malheotra is a partner and managing director at Ernst & Young LLP in Chicago, and has
more than 10 years of financial and operational restructuring experience. Mr. Malhotra represents
stakeholders throughout the capital structure, including debtors and secured and unsecured credi-
tors. Previously, he was a director in the restructuring division of Macquarie Capital. Mr. Malhotra
has represented numerous companies and stakeholders and is experienced in both in- and out-of-
court restructuring transactions. He is an FCA and a member of TMA and the Association of In-
solvency and Restructuring Advisors. Mr. Malhotra graduated from the University of Delhi, where
he was a member of the Dean’s List, and holds an M.B.A. from Case Western Reserve University.

Hon. Margaret M. Mann is a Bankruptcy Judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern
District of California in San Diego, appointed on April 2, 2010, and is a member of the Ninth Cir-
cuit Conference Executive Committee. She also chairs the Bankruptcy Clerk Liaison Committee
for the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges. Prior to her appointment, Judge Mann was a
partner at Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton LLP and from 2003-08 served as chair of Heller
Ehrman LLP’s Restructuring and Insolvency Practice and as the firm’s national hiring chair. She
has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America and served leadership roles in numerous bankruptcy
and civic organizations, including the State Bar Debtor Creditor Committee, Lawyers Club, Athena
and the California Bankruptcy Forum. As a member of the State Bar committee, she helped draft
legislation to clarify the status of the judicial foreclosure process, which was enacted into law as
Cal. Civ. Pro. § 483.012 in 1997. She has also contributed to several attorney practice guides and
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participated in the Arizona State Bar Convention as the 2013 Visiting Bankruptcy Scholar. Since
her appointment, she has served as a faculty member for Federal Judicial Center education pro-
grams. Judge Mann is chair of the Bankruptcy Judges Education Committee for the Ninth Circuit
and, participating in its New Bankruptcy Judges Orientation Program, is a founding member of the
San Diego Bankruptcy Forum. She is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and chairs
the Credit Abuse Resistance Education (CARE) program in San Diego, which provides financial lit-
eracy programs to high school students in the community and is administered by ABI. Judge Mann
received her B.A. in finance cum laude from the University of Illinois in 1978 with distinction, at-
tended the Tilburg School of Economics in The Netherlands in 1978, and received her J.D. in 1981
from the University of Southern California Gould School of Law.

Jeanette E. McPherson is a managing director of Schwartzer & McPherson Law Firm in Las Ve-
gas, where she represents debtors, creditors’ committees, trustees and secured creditors, as well as
plaintiffs and defendants in commercial litigation. She is admitted to the Nevada State Bar, the U.S.
District Court for the District of Nevada and the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. Ms. McPherson
is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification and is A-V-
rated by Martindale-Hubbell. She has alsobeen listed in The Best Lawyers in American and Super
Lawyers/Mountain States. Ms. McPherson received both her B.A. in 1987 and her J.D. in 1990
from The Capital University.

Steven Monroe is an executive managing director and co-chair of Newmark Grubb Knight Frank’s
Corporate Lease Restructuring Group in Chicago, where he focuses on lease mitigation and real
estate sales. His recent engagements include Exide Technologies, R.H. Donnelly Corp., Wagstaff
and Vicorp. Mr. Monroe graduated from the University of Kansas.

Monsi Morales is an associate with Steptoe & Johnson LLP’s Business Solutions Department in
Los Angeles, where she focuses on corporate reorganizations, workouts and chapter 11 cases. She
represents corporate debtors, secured and unsecured creditors, committees, equity-holders, land-
lords and distressed-asset purchasers. Ms. Morales has significant experience representing chapter
11 debtors in such industries as entertainment, real estate, franchising, manufacturing and health
care. She sits on the Southern California network of the IWIRC’s board of directors and is a mem-
ber of the Financial Lawyers Conference, ABI, the Los Angeles Bankruptcy Forum and the His-
panic National Bar Association. Ms. Morales received her J.D. from Washington University School
of Law.

Susan L. Myers is an attorney with the Consumer Rights Project of the Legal Aid Center of South-
ern Nevada in Las Vegas, where she primarily serves as bankruptcy facilitator. She provides infor-
mation to parties appearing without counsel in front of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court in Las Vegas
and renders assistance to persons referred to the Legal Aid Center by the court, bankruptcy trustees
and the U.S. Trustee’s office, including screening for pro bono placement. She is also involved in
debtor education and supervises a community legal education bankruptcy class at the University
of Nevada, Las Vegas Boyd School of Law. Upon graduating from law school, Ms. Myers became
an associate with Lionel Sawyer & Collins in Las Vegas, then served as senior counsel for the New
Jersey Casino Control Commission in the Casino Licensing Unit of the Office of the General Coun-
sel (2000-06). She then returned to Lionel Sawyer & Collins, where her practice became focused
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on bankruptcy, primarily creditors’ rights in chapter 11 cases. She joined the Legal Aid Center in
July 2011. Ms. Myers received her B.A. in history from the University of Virginia and her J.D. with
honors from Rutgers School of Law, where she earned a Tax Honors with Distinction certificate and
its Annual Taxation Award.

Randy Nussbaum is a founding shareholder of Nussbaum Gillis & Dinner, P.C. in Scottsdale,
Ariz., specializing in complex and unusual bankruptcies, commercial litigation, construction, cor-
porate and transactional law, real estate and general business law. He concentrates his bankruptcy
practice in real estate, construction and contracting law. Mr. Nussbaum is a frequent lecturer and
author for the Arizona and Maricopa County Bar Associations, the Arizona State University Alumni
Association and a number of professional and trade groups on bankruptcy, construction and real
estate topics. He has spoken at regional presentations sponsored by ABI on a variety of bankruptcy-
related subjects, and from 2001-09 he chaired a yearly seminar on chapter 13 bankruptcy sponsored
by the ASU Law School Alumni Association. Mr. Nussbaum is a member of the State Bar of Ari-
zona’s Bankruptcy, Real Estate and Construction Sections, a former director of the Scottsdale Bar
Association and a board member of the Maricopa County Bar Foundation, the charitable arm of the
Maricopa Bar Association. He is admitted to practice before the Arizona Supreme Court, the U.S.
District Court for the District of Arizona and the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. Mr. Nussbaum is
an AV-Preeminent-rated attorney, was selected as a Super Lawyer from 2007-12 and as one of 4ri-
zona's Finest Lawyers from 2009-12, received the Scottsdale Bar’s award of excellence in 2011
in recognition of his service to the legal community, and has been named in U.S. News & World
Report’s “Best Lawyers in America” (2009-13). He received his B.A. cum laude and his J.D. from
Arizona State University, where he graduated in the top 25 percent of his class.

Michael T. O’Halloran is the founder of The Law Offices of Michael T. O’Halloran in San Diego,
where he represents debtors in complex cases. He is certified in both Business and Consumer Bank-
ruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification and as a bankruptcy specialist by the California
Board of Legal Specialization. Mr. O’Halloran has twice been named Mediator of the Year by the
U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of California and was named Volunteer Lawyer of
the Year by the San Diego Volunteer Lawyer Program in 2009. He graduated from the University
of California in 1976 and received his J.D. from the University of Southern California Law Center
in 1981.

Eben P. Perison is a managing director and head of Special Situations & Restructuring with Ar-
mory Group LLC in Manhattan Beach, Calif., and has more than 20 years of experience advising
distressed companies, creditors and their constituents in complex restructurings, workouts, special-
situation financings and mergers & acquisitions. His team was recognized in 2013 by the M&A Ad-
visor for their work with Ahern Rentals and won the M&A Advisor Award for Restructuring Deal
of the Year. Mr. Perison received his B.A. in economics magna cum laude from the University of
California and his J.D. cum laude tfrom U.C. Hastings College of Law.

Hon. Elizabeth L. Perris is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Oregon in Portland, ap-
pointed in 1984. She has also been an adjunct professor at Lewis & Clark College of Law and
Willamette University School of Law. Judge Perris was a member of the Ninth Circuit Bankruptcy
Appellate Panel from 1988-1993 and from 1998-2005. She also served on the Judicial Conference
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Advisory Committee from 2007-14 and chaired the Bankruptcy Forms Subcommittee and Forms
Modernization Project. Judge Perris has served as an FJC board member and chaired the Bank-
ruptcy Section of the Federal Bar Association, the Oregon State Bar Continuing Legal Education
Committee and the Oregon State Bar Debtor/Creditor Section. She is a Fellow of the American
College of Bankruptcy.

Robin E. Phelan is a partner with Haynes and Boone, LLP in Dallas, where he focuses his practice
on insolvency, reorganization and related areas, including extensive litigation in the bankruptcy
court and other federal courts, and analyzes the effects of bankruptcy on corporate and financial
transactions. He is a frequent speaker on panels and programs throughout the U.S. and interna-
tionally regarding developments in bankruptcy and insolvency law, and he has authored numer-
ous publications, several of them relating to tax, governmental and environmental claims. He is a
contributor to several major treatises on bankruptcy and has testified before both the Congressional
Bankruptcy Review Commission and U.S. Congress on insolvency matters. Mr. Phelan participated
in a program sponsored by the U.S. Department of State and the United Nations to develop model
cross-border insolvency provisions, and participated in a White House program to improve the
U.S. bankruptcy system. He is a former ABI president, a Fellow in the American College of Bank-
ruptcy, and a member of INSOL and the Dallas, American and International Bar Associations. Mr.
Phelan has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America for more than 20 years and was recognized
by Chambers USA from 2008-11 as one of the leading practitioners in the U.S. for bankruptcy. He
earned his B.S.B.A. and his J.D. cum laude from Ohio State University.

Claire Ann Resop is a shareholder in the Madison, Wis., office of Steinhilber, Swanson & Resop,
where she concentrates her practice in bankruptcy, real estate, and commercial and claims litiga-
tion. She serves on ABI’s Board of Directors, was appointed to the panel of chapter 7 trustees for
the Western District of Wisconsin from 2004-11, and was formerly a member of the National Asso-
ciation of Bankruptcy Trustees’ New Trustee Advisory Committee. She is also immediate past chair
of the State Bar of Wisconsin’s Bankruptcy, Insolvency and Creditors’ Rights Section and serves
as co-chair of its Legislative Committee. Ms. Resop formerly served as chair of both ABI’s Central
States Advisory Board and the State Bar of Wisconsin’s Convention Committee, and she was a
member of the Ethics Committee for the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees. In 2005, she
was recognized as one of the “Top 25 Female Super Lawyers,” and was named a “Super Lawyer”
in both Law & Politics and Milwaukee Magazine from 2005-10. Ms. Resop received her B.A. from
Marquette University in 1987 and her J.D. from the University of Wisconsin in 1993.

Michael P. Richman is a partner in the Bankruptcy, Restructuring & Creditors’ Rights group of
Hunton & Williams LLP in New York. He has more than 30 years of legal experience in all aspects
of chapter 11 bankruptcy, and focuses his practice on representing chapter 11 debtors and credi-
tors’ committees. He has also advised and continues to represent secured and unsecured creditors,
equity-holders, purchasers and all manner of parties in interest on virtually every aspect of financial
distress and bankruptcy. He currently represents the Government of Puerto Rico’s Department of
Treasury and the Official Committee of Unsecured Creditors of Simplexity, and recently repre-
sented the principal bondholder opponents of the fast-track sale of General Motors, as well as the
Official Committee of Unsecured Creditors of Prince Sports. Mr. Richman was ABI president from
2004-05 and chairman of its Board of Directors from 2006-07, and he currently serves on the ad-
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visory boards for ABI’s annual VALCON, New York City and Georgetown Views from the Bench
conferences. He also serves as co-chair of ABI’s Asset Sales Committee and Commission to Study
the Reform of Chapter 11, and he is the founder of and lead keyboardist for ABI’s house band, The
Indubitable Equivalents. Mr. Richman has been ranked as an “Outstanding Restructuring Lawyer”
and has received annual recognition as a Super Lawyer since 2006. A frequent speaker and lecturer
on bankruptcy law and related topics, he is a contributing editor to the ABI Journal and, while in
law school, served as the managing editor of the Columbia Journal of Transnational Law. Mr. Rich-
man received his undergraduate degree with honors from Vassar College and his J.D. from Colum-
bia Law School, where he was a Harlan Fiske Stone scholar and was awarded the David M. Berger
award in honor of Prof. Wolfgang Friedmann for distinction in international law.

Louis E. Robichaux, IV is a restructuring principal with Deloitte Financial Advisory Services LLP
in Dallas. He provides restructuring, crisis management, financial advisory and expert witness ser-
vices in a variety of distressed corporate settings, in particular the health care industry. Current and
former clients include providers, payors, secured creditors, unsecured creditors’ committees, gov-
ernmental entities, trustees and other parties in interest in many health care sectors. He has worked
with hospitals, HMOs/managed-care organizations, outpatient rehabilitation, independent physi-
cian practice associations, physician practice management companies, dental/orthodontic practice
management companies, ambulatory care clinics, skilled-nursing care, home health care/home
DME and institutional pharmacies. Prior to joining Deloitte, Mr. Robichaux was a co-managing
member and managing director of a boutique crisis-management and restructuring firm, as well
as a senior restructuring practitioner at a large professional services firm and a Big 4 accounting/
consulting firm. Prior to entering the consulting environment, Mr. Robichaux worked in the health
care industry as a senior financial and operational analyst for Kaiser Permanente, as well as various
management positions in the long-term care industry. He has been active in the Dallas/Fort Worth
Chapter of the Turnaround Management Association, the CFA Institute-Dallas/Fort Worth Chap-
ter, Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors and ABI. A CFA, CIRA and CTP, Mr.
Robichaux received his B.B.A. from Austin Peay State University and his M.B.A. in research and
statistics from Texas A&M University.

Hon. Barry Russell is a Bankruptcy Judge with the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Central District
of California in Los Angeles, appointed in 1974. He served as Chief Judge from January 2003 to
December 2006 and served on a Bankruptcy Appellate Panel from September 1999 to December
2001. He is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and has been a faculty member of
the Federal Judicial Center in Washington, D.C., since 1977, lecturing to other bankruptcy judges
throughout the U.S. Judge Russell received the American Bar Association’s Franklin N. Flaschener
Judicial Award as the outstanding judge in the U.S. in a trial court of special jurisdiction in 1987.
He was the first American invited by the Supreme People’s Court in the People’s Republic of China
to lecture on the subject of bankruptcy law in September 1988. In 2000, Judge Russell received
the Los Angeles County Bar Association’s Dispute Resolution Services’ Emil Gumpert Judicial
ADR award, and in 2004 he received the Los Angeles County Bar Association’s Outstanding Jurist
Award. He was also awarded the Lifetime Achievement Award by the Association of Insolvency
and Restructuring Advisors (AIRA) in the Bankruptcy and Restructuring Field. On Oct. 13, 2008,
the San Fernando Valley Bar Association awarded Judge Russell the Stanley Mosk Legacy of Jus-
tice Award on Feb. 19, 2009, and he was awarded the Judge William L. Norton J. Judicial Excel-
lence Award in 2013. Judge Russell received his B.S. in engineering and his J.D. both from UCLA.
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Mitchell Ryan is vice president of sales and marketing at Rust Omni in Orange, Calif. He was
previously director of sales and marketing with Epic Systems and was managing director of CPT
Group, Inc., a West Coast-based claims and noticing agent that worked in the areas of chapter 11
restructuring, class action and trustee services. Before that, he marketed large-scale printing proj-
ects, including many chapter 11 plan and disclosure-statement projects. Mr. Ryan has more than
15 years of management, sales and marketing experience in the restructuring case-management
industry, working closely with clients and their professionals in the gathering and processing of data
for numerous case-administration tasks, and has managed complex chapter 11 case administration
services including the preparation of multi-debtor bankruptcy filings, preparation of schedules &
statements of financial affairs, comprehensive claims management, noticing services, ballot solici-
tations, disbursement, and call center projects. He is also a 10-year veteran of project management
in the engineering field, coordinating engineering design and software development on major oil
industry projects. An author and speaker, Mr. Ryan is a long-standing member of the Turnaround
Management Association, the California Bankruptcy Forum and ABI, and he received his B.A. in
foreign language from California State University at Fullerton.

Hon. Ronald H. Sargis is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of California in Sac-
ramento, appointed January 14, 2010. Prior to his appointment, Judge Sargis was a partner with
Hefner Stark & Marois, where he worked for 26 years. He received his undergraduate degree from
Stanford University in 1979 and his J.D. from the University of the Pacific McGeorge Law School
in 1982.

Bradley D. Sharp is senior vice president with the Los Angeles office of Development Specialists,
Inc. and has substantial experience in providing crisis-management and consulting services to com-
panies in various industries, including real estate, consumer finance, high-tech and agriculture. He
has operated and sold public and privately held troubled companies in and out of bankruptcy and
is an expert witness in banking, finance and securitizations. He also serves as chapter 11 trustee for
several high-profile cases and has co-chaired ABI’s Business Reorganization Committee. Mr. Sharp
received his B.S. in accounting with an emphasis in business computer information systems from
Mesa College in Grand Junction, Colo.

James Patrick Shea is a partner with Armstrong Teasdale LLP in Las Vegas, where he focuses on
advising financial institutions, landlords, vendors and other creditors in business bankruptcy pro-
ceedings. He guides creditors in all aspects of litigation relating to the debtor-creditor relationship
and assists in protecting and enforcing their rights, interests and remedies, both inside and outside
of insolvency proceedings, including reorganizations, liquidations and informal out-of-court work-
outs. He is also ABI’s President-Elect; his one-year term as ABI President will begin in April 2015.
An ABI member since 1988, he is formerly ABI’s Vice President-Communication & Information
Technology and the founding chair of ABI’s former subcommittee on Gaming Insolvencies and
Reorganizations. He is also chair of ABI’s Civility Task Force and a former program chair of ABI’s
Southwest Bankruptcy Conference. Mr. Shea is the founding chairman and current vice chairman
of the State Bar of Nevada’s Bankruptcy Law Section, and serves as co-chair of the Ninth Circuit
Lawyer Representatives for the District of Nevada. During reorganizations, he is involved in every
step of asset-sale procedures, including the resolution of objections to claims and the prosecution
of avoidance actions, as well as the negotiation and confirmation of plans of reorganization. He has

729



730

SOUTHWEST BANKRUPTCY CONFERENCE 2014

represented clients in significant hotel/casino bankruptcies, and has also handled high-profile bank-
ruptcies in other industry areas. Mr. Shea is A-V rated by Martindale-Hubbell and is consistently
listed in The Best Lawyers in America and as a Super Lawyer. Mr. Shea received both his under-
graduate degree and his J.D. from the University of Arizona, where he received the chairmanship to
the Moot Court Board and the Mitchell C. Nelson Award for legal scholarship.

Jennifer A. Smith is a shareholder in Lionel Sawyer & Collins’s Litigation Department in Reno,
Nev., where she focuses her practice on restructuring and bankruptcy, creditors’ rights and general
commercial litigation. Ms. Smith is a frequent speaker and has been listed in The Best Lawyers in
America, Mountain States Super Lawyers and Nevada Super Lawyers for Bankruptcy and Creditor/
Debtors Rights Law. She is also a Martindale-Hubbell A-V-rated lawyer. Most recently, Ms. Smith
was named “Reno Litigation — Bankruptcy Lawyer of the Year” for 2012 and “Reno Bankruptcy &
Creditor/Debtor Rights — Insolvency Reorganization Law” for 2014 by Best Lawyers. She received
her B.A. in foreign languages, literature and linguistics from McGill University and her J.D. from
Arizona State University, where she assisted with the Arizona State Law Journal.

James H.M. Sprayregen is a restructuring partner in the Chicago and New York offices of Kirk-
land & Ellis LLP, where he has extensive experience representing major U.S. and international
companies in and out of court, as well as buyers and sellers of assets in distressed situations. He
also advises boards of directors and generally represents domestic and international debtors and
creditors in workout, insolvency, restructuring and bankruptcy matters. Mr. Sprayregen has handled
matters for clients in such industries as manufacturing, technology, transportation, energy, media
and real estate. He worked for nearly three years with Goldman Sachs, where he was co-head of its
Americas Restructuring Group and helped lead its practice advising clients in restructuring and dis-
tressed situations. Prior to joining Goldman Sachs, He spent 16 years at Kirkland & Ellis, to which
he returned upon leaving Goldman Sachs. Mr. Sprayregen is a frequent lecturer and speaker and has
published numerous articles on insolvency, fiduciary duty and distressed M&A issues. He has also
served as an adjunct professor at the University of Chicago Booth School of Business, New York
University School of Law and University of Pennsylvania Law School. In May 2013, Mr. Sprayre-
gen was appointed to serve a two-year term as the president of INSOL International. Mr. Sprayre-
gen has been recognized by Chambers USA, America’s Leading Lawyers for Business and The
National Law Journal, and in March 2010, he was selected by The National Law Journal as one
of “The Decade’s Most Influential Lawyers.” In 2013, Mr. Sprayregen was named “Global Insol-
vency & Restructuring Lawyer of the Year” by Who’s Who Legal Awards, receiving more votes
from clients and peers than any other individual worldwide, and was also inducted into the TMA
Turnaround, Restructuring, and Distressed Investing Industry Hall of Fame. He received his B.A.
from the University of Michigan and his J.D. from the University of Illinois College of Law.

Kelly Beaudin Stapleton is a managing director for Alvarez & Marsal in New York, where she
leads the firm’s Unsecured Creditors’ Committee Practice. Previously, she was a managing director
with two financial advisory firms in New York, representing debtors and creditors in reorganiza-
tions, liquidations, § 363 sales and fraud investigations, and she was also a U.S. Trustee for Region
3, appointed by then-Attorney General John Ashcroft in January 2005. Prior to her appointment,
she was in private practice from 1997-2005 and began her legal career in 1995 as an assistant
district attorney for the Philadelphia District Attorney’s Office. Ms. Stapleton is a member of the



AMERICAN BANKRUPTCY INSTITUTE

Pennsylvania, New York and Connecticut Bar Associations. She has co-chaired ABI’s Ethics Com-
mittee, is a member of ABI’s Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Workshop Advisory Board and co-founded
the Writing Competition for ABI’s Business Reorganization Committee. She is also on the editorial
board of the New Jersey Bankruptcy Manual. A frequent speaker on restructuring, Ms. Stapleton
has been featured on Bloomberg and teaches continuing legal education courses for several federal
and state bar associations. She received her B.A. from the University of California, Los Angeles
and her J.D. from Georgetown University Law Center.

Brian I. Swett is a partner with McGuireWoods LLP’s restructuring and insolvency practice in
Chicago, where he represents a broad range of parties in complex bankruptcy and workout mat-
ters, including senior secured lenders and other creditors, companies (including debtors in posses-
sion), shareholders, investors, and sellers and purchasers in restructurings, both in and out of court.
His experience includes debtor-in-possession bankruptcy financing and cash-collateral matters in a
wide range of industries, including structured facilities that provide liquidity and accommodate an
extremely broad array of pre-bankruptcy capital structures. Mr. Swett has recently been involved
on behalf of credit enhancers, construction agents and lenders, and debtor-in-possession financing
agents and lenders in the senior living, continuing care retirement community and long-term care
industries. He has also represented parties-in-interest in transactions under the remedial provisions
of the Uniform Commercial Code, including private sales, public sales and acceptances of col-
lateral in exchange for the full or partial satisfaction of debt, and he has overseen the acquisition
of distressed assets. Mr. Swett is an active member of ABI and has published articles in the 4B/
Journal. He received both his B.A. in international relations and his M.A. in international relations
with honors in oral examinations from Johns Hopkins University, and in 1996, he received his J.D.
from the New York University School of Law, where he served as a staff editor of the Journal of
International Law and Politics.

Hon. Laura Stuart Taylor is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of California in
San Diego, appointed in January 2008. Judge Taylor served as the conference chair for the 2012
Ninth Circuit Judicial Conference and as program chair for the 2011 Conference. She previously
served on the Ninth Circuit Bankruptcy Judges Education Committee and the Ninth Circuit’s Pro Se
Committee. From 1983-95, Judge Taylor was an associate and partner at Sheppard, Mullin, Richter
& Hampton LLP, practicing in its finance and bankruptcy practice group. From 2005-07, she served
as the San Diego office’s administrative partner, and from 1995-98 she practiced pro bono law. In
connection with her pro bono service, Judge Taylor received the San Diego Bar Association’s Pub-
lic Service Award for 1996, the San Diego Volunteer Lawyer Program’s Attorney of the Year Award
for 1997, and the State Bar President’s Pro Bono Service Award for 1997. Judge Taylor founded
the San Diego Volunteer Lawyer Program’s Special Education Project, which provides pro bono le-
gal services to disabled foster youth and low-income families with disabled children. Judge Tay-
lor actively participates in educational programs in the area of bankruptcy law and most recently
participated in programs sponsored by ABI, the National Bankruptcy Institute and the San Diego
Bankruptcy Forum. She is an active member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and
serves on the Next Generation Committee and the U.S. Trustee Liaison Committee. Judge Taylor is
a Master in the Louis M. Welsh Inn of the American Inns of Court. She received her B.A. with high-
est honors from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and her J.D. from Duke University.
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William P. Weintraub is a partner in the Financial Institutions Group of the Business Law Depart-
ment of Goodwin Procter LLP in New York, where he focuses on business reorganizations, work-
outs, bankruptcy and related litigation and routinely represents debtors and creditors’ committees
in diverse industries. Mr. Weintraub is a frequent lecturer for ABI, the Norton Institutes, California
CEB, the American Bar Association and other organizations. In addition, has written widely on
such varied topics as debtor-in-possession financing, indirect preferences, § 366(c), reorganizing
high-tech businesses, cross-default provisions in executory contracts, the assignability of intellec-
tual property licenses in bankruptcy, the fiduciary duties of the boards of directors of insolvent com-
panies, the availability of first-day orders, equitable subordination of claims, reclamation and the
Supreme Court’s decision in the Travelers case, and the credit-bidding decisions in Philadelphia
Newspapers and River Road Hotel Partners. He is also the author of a comprehensive chapter on
financing the debtor-in-possession in the Norton treatise and wrote a chapter on stockbroker liqui-
dations for a prior edition of the Collier treatise. Mr. Weintraub is a Fellow of the American College
of Bankruptcy and he has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America every year since 1995. He is
a former member of the Executive Committee of the Business Law Section of the State Bar of Cali-
fornia and a former chair of the Debtor/Creditor Committee of the California State Bar, and he is
currently co-chair of ABI’s Business Reorganization Committee. Mr. Weintraub graduated magna
cum laude from the State University of New York at Albany in 1975 and received his law degree
from the University of Michigan Law School in 1979.

R. Scott Williams is a partner with Rumberger, Kirk & Caldwell, P.A. in Birmingham, Ala., where
he concentrates his practice in bankruptcy, reorganization and creditors’ rights and commercial
litigation. He represents creditors and debtors in complex bankruptcy matters and has in handled
complex commercial litigation cases. Mr. Williams is ABI’s Vice President-Membership and co-
chairs ABI’s Litigation Skills Symposium. In addition, he served a term as president of the Bank-
ruptcy Section of the Birmingham Bar Association. Mr. Williams is a frequent lecturer and author
on bankruptcy and commercial law topics, and co-authored ABI’s Bankruptcy Litigation Manual:
What Civil Litigators Need to Know (American Bankruptcy Institute, 2007). Previously, Mr. Wil-
liams was an attorney with Haskell Slaughter Young & Rediker, LLC, and from 1988-92, he served
as counsel to Sen. Howell T. Heflin on the U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee’s Subcommittee on
Courts and Administrative Practice, as well as legislative liaison to the Federal Courts Study Com-
mittee from 1989-90. While serving with Sen. Heflin, he played a significant role in drafting the
U.S. Bankruptcy Code amendments that were enacted in 1995. Mr. Williams was a law clerk to U.S.
District Judge Sharon Lovelace Blackburn of the Northern District of Alabama from 1992-93. He
received his B.A. in 1985 from the University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana and his J.D. from the
University of Alabama School of Law.

John F. Young is a member of Markus Williams Young & Zimmermann, LLC in Denver, where
he specializes in the representation of secured creditors, lessors, asset-purchasers, debtors, official
committees and trustees in workouts, restructurings, bankruptcy proceedings, receiverships and re-
lated insolvency actions. Mr. Young is chair of and is certified as a business bankruptcy specialist by
the American Board of Certification. He is also a former co-chair of ABI’s Real Estate Committee
and program advisor of ABI’s Rocky Mountain Bankruptcy Conference, and served as chairman of
the Bankruptcy Subsection of the Colorado Bar Association. In addition, he is a member of ABI, the
Turnaround Management Association and the Bankruptcy Court Liaison Committee for the Faculty
of Federal Advocates. Mr. Young is listed in The Best Lawyers in America and Colorado Super
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Lawyers in the areas of Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights Law and is rated AV-Preeminent by
Martindale-Hubbell. He received his B.S. in business from the University of Colorado and his J.D.
with honors from the University of Denver, where he was admitted to the Order of St. Ives.

Hon. Gregg W. Zive was sworn in as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Nevada in Reno
on Jan. 23, 1995, and was reappointed in 2009. He is admitted to the Bars of California (1973)
and Nevada (1976) and to the Bar of the U.S. Supreme Court. Judge Zive is a past president of the
National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy (in-
ducted in 2005) and Master Emeritus of the Bruce R. Thompson Chapter of the American Inns of
Court. He is also a member of the Washoe County Bar Association (president, 1992-93), the Nevada
State-Federal Judicial Council and the State Bar of Nevada Advisory Commission on Law Related
Education. Judge Zive has been a member of the Ninth Circuit Public Information and Community
Outreach Committee and the Ninth Circuit Standing Committee on ADR. He is a member of ABI’s
Board of Directors and chaired the Ninth Circuit Conference of Chief Bankruptcy Judges from Oc-
tober 2005 to September 2006. Judge Zive received his B.A. in journalism from the University of
Nevada in 1967 and his J.D. magna cum laude from the University of Notre Dame Law School in
1973, where he was a member and editor of its law review.
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